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B8 Jegin the Sermon will need
anExplanation,if thefe Sheets
come to the View of Strangers
to out- Country ; where hi-
herto it has been Ufaal for the Perfon who
s to b¢” Ordained "Himfelf "to’ Preach,

This Practice has of late Tears been much
wmplain d of by eur Young Minilters, 4

1 Great Imptopnety Imptﬁd on t}zem In
which Opinion 7 concur, and was tberefore'

villing to_relieve Mr. Cooper, and to affigr
bimn a more proper Part and Service, which

Healfo chofe. This alfo is NeW with us.
But we had the Samfaflzm to fee it highty
Approved by the Venerable and Lcarncd
Tembly who were prefent at bis Ordina-
42 ton :




TO THE READER

ton ¢ Agreat Nuniver of whom alfo defiy'd
this Publication of what they then heard.

7 H1S8 i not done in the leafl to Impure |
any Defeét to the Ordinations . that bam |
beew among us, which are always performed, |
fo far as I have ever feen, with great So-
lemnity and Awfulnefs. Neither am I [
vain a5 to think of preferibing 2 Method
to Others., But as I have no Opinien of g
Exalted Uniformity‘in' Religious Adwini-
SBrations, foI prefumd to alt my own Fudj-
ment with all Humility in wy own Flock,
and I Heﬂ GO D for the Candid Accepmncc
2t has met wzib .—

- T will anl‘y add my Prayers for the Pre
[fence dnd Glory of CHRIST in all sur’
Churches, ' and Entreat the Prayers of my
Reverend Fathers avd Brethren in the Mi-
niftry, and of all the Pco le of GOD, fu
Mr.Cooper and my Self, and for the Ftacé
over which the HOLT G HO S T hath
made us OQuverfeers,

B, COLMAN
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AN ORDINATION SERMON,

il ot

2. Tim. 11 I

Thou therefore my Son, be Strong
in the gmce that 15 in Cl_arz:/l
' 'ﬁ[m:. '

W Shall make no Apology for taking this part
B8 of the Exercife to Day upon my Self. - The
place I ftand in, and wherein thro’ the Pa-
tience and Forbearance of GOD to'-me I
have fo long ftoed, will {ufficiently Apologize
for me in this particular, I have indeed
Abundant Reafon to think my Self the moft
Unmeet among all my Brethién, to Preach of the
Minifterial Duties and Obligations to them.' Nor
may it look fo well for One of the Leaft in-Grace
among the Minifters of the LORD JESUS to- bring
thém the Exhortation to be Strong in the Grage thar
i in Him. 1 fhould therefore have much rather
defired, and have much more need, to be Preach’d
unto my Self by thofe that hear me this day.”-But
as my dear Brother, for whofe Separation to the Holy
Miaiftry of the LORD JESUS we are now Conve}r:’d,

) tho't

’
[ ]




- AN ORDINATION SERMON.

tho't it altogether Improper for lnm to Preach o
this Occafion, unto this Grave and Reverend 4ffembly .
So unto Him it is, by his Defire, that I ftand up to
Preach, and unto Ay Self with him : to whom as none
may be prefum’d to fpeak with more Concern ang
Affetion, fo none with a more rightful Authority,
upon his Indudion nto the Paftoral Offce with Mg, can
" bring him this moft tender and yet moft Awful Ex.
hortation and Charge ; Thou therefore my Som, be Stiong
in the Grace that 1 Cbi'fﬂ Fefus.

IN which Words we may Obferve,

]
-

1. THE Pexfons from and unto whom they ave fuoken :
from the Great Apoftle Paul unto his Beloved Tmmotly,
Thou therefore my Son. Words ficly fpoken  from the
One unto the Other ; whether we confider,

1. THE Authovity with which they are deliver'd, a
became the Apoftles Age and Office, and Timothy's Yem:
aud Rélation to bim. He might be much bold m Clif
20 Enjoyn him that which was not only Convenient,
but highly Neceffary ; being Such a One as Daul i
Aged, and every way a Father to Him.

MINISTERS are all of them Elders by Office and
as Eathers in the Church : Tho' Young 1n Years yet
thev Commence Seniors in Office. 1 Pet.s5. 1. I

Eldevs that ave among you I exhovt, who am alfo an EL
der. But Aged Miniﬁm's are to be reverently Efteemed,

both by Younger Minifters and People, as donbly fz.
sTers in the Church : They are Fathers to the other
Elders of the Churches ; the Parity of the Minifterial
Order preferved.

2. TBE Afetion end TendenefS exprefled is as be-
| -ogame




AN ORDINATION SERMON. 4

came the Heart of a Father. The words breathe a
fincere and hearty Love : Thou therefore f; Son.
Timothy was not only a Son to Him in refpeét of his
Youth, but alfo.in a Gracious likenefs of Spirit
His own Son in the Faith. He was it is likely Begos.
ten by him unto CHRIST thro’ the Gofpel, or ‘more
fully Inffituted in the Ttuths of the Gofpel by him,
and Ordmmed by his Hands unto the Work of the Mi.
niftry. At leaft he was a Younger Minifter, and had
Served with the Apoftle as a Son with bis Father in
the Work of the Gofpel ; Miniftring with and un-
der him mn a Reverent and Dutiful Obfervance of
his Inftrutions and Direltions ; having fully known

his Doctrine, manner of Life, Mupofe, Faith, Long-fuffe.
smg, Charity, Patience, Ievfecutions, Aflidions, &c. A
son worthy of fuch a Father, Soboles fincera Parentis.

2. LET 1 confider the awful Exhortation and Charge
wen.  Be Stvong in the Grace that is in Chriff Fefus.
‘ﬂ 1s not a piece of Important Advice only, but a
Command from the LORD, and that to him & 2
Mimifter of the LORD JESUS. The Apoftle had be.
fore been laying down the¢ Minifterial Graces and
Duties, that became and obliged Timothy in his Sacred
Funttion. ¢ And indeed the Epidles 2o Limothy and
“Titus are a Body of Canons truly Apoftolical, fuffi-
“cient to diret the Paflors of the Church, how to
© govern themiclves and how to guide their People.
Now to Excite Timothy, and in him all of us who
have the Honour and Truft to be put into the M.
mfiry, unto the utmoft Care and Diligence in the
faichful Difcharge of thefe Incumbent Duties, he Ex-
horts, Admonifhes and Charges in the Words of my
fext, Be Strong in the Grace that is in Clrift Fefus.

STRENGTH is neceflary when a Perfon undertakes
' 2



¢ AN ORDIN ATION SERMON,

. work of Lak-ur and hard Service, or 1s to fuftaiy
any IWeizht or Bu Zen. And if the Service or Work
sndertaken be of a Spiirual and Religrous Natuie, then
chere muft be Srength in Grace tO difcharge it
H:sly Offices and Secred Trufts call for great Meafure;
of San&ity and Spiritual Guits. Even as Ciuil and
Seenlar Trults require {uitable Qualifications, and Na.
tural or Acquired Pars, 1n Them that {uftain 'em,

BUT what this Minifferis! Stength in Grace 1mports,
and whar the Giace hat 15 in Chiift Fefus may 1mply,
I {hall confider under the Dodiine, which 1s this.

DOCT. THAT it 15 an anfu! part of the Duty Incumeen
cnthe Aliniffeis of the LORD FESUS CHHISL and
of the Chaize 2o ke laid upon shem in thew Uuderta.
Fine thei Holy Ofice, that they £8 Stiong i ihe G

o

2t 15 in CHRIST FESUS.

IN Speaking to this very Seious and Holy Truth, 1
fnall Enquire.

. WHAT is meant by the Grace that  ©
CHRIST FESUS ¢
WHAT it is to be Spong in it :
WHY the Mimiders of CHRIST ought in an
efpecial manner to be Htrong in Grace
AND,
2 SHO\W that this is therefore an awful pait
of ¢he Charge that 1s tO DE Jaid on them in theil
Undertaking the Minifterial Truft and Office.

il §)

I may not be allow'd to Enlarge on the many lir
~elars which offer on one & another of thefe Heads.
I muft only name things, and content My felf with
fose General Hints, wherein I will Endeavour t0 be
25 diftin& and clear as 1 canin a few words, L




sN CRDINATION SERMON. %

] WBAT is meant by this Phrafe, The Grace
bt s in CHRIST FESUS ¢

I Anfwer, It is a moft natural and proper Ac.
cunt of Saulbifying and Savimg Grace, and it takes
i o Evangelical Graces, which o acCompary Con.
~ien to GOD and Salvation by JESUS CHRIST,
7.0 Giace which the Gofpel of CHARIST requires
1 be in thee, as ever thou lookelt to be Saved
1y Him.  That Grace which 13 required :-of. Cne in
v Place and Station.. Al Minderial Grages if thou

Ry

o called to -Serve and Minifter in:ithe Gofpel
[lir Giace which all parteke of who. arein JESUS
(dRIST; énd which preves our Iatereft in Him s
7 if any Rian have wet the Spirit of CHRIST
ko i nene of Bis. That Giace which Is derived
tom CHEIST BESUS, who is the Glorious Head

c the Church. of vwhofe fulnels” we all Lave re.
) .

f :

ccived - and: Grace for ‘Grace: ( for upto:every .ome
£ us as given Grace :aqcdrding to. the Dlealure - of
ne Gift.of CHRIST i without whony we.can do
wching. ) Finally, Thar Giatce whereot €RIST
s3s {o Glorious an I:nzmple when He was here on
bartl, - For  His Glory - was then belield as the
Giory of the Only.begoiten of the Father, full ot
Grace and Truth. Grace was poured into s Lips,

ad he received not the Spirit by Niealure.

[} fhort then, It isithe Grace that 15 in CHEIST
JESUS, bacanfe -He s the Exewp.ary thé Purclafer,
ind the Diffenfer ofit, It is the Grace which jows
it Him, which leads to:Him, which 15 our Cona
crity to Him, and withowt - which we wave no L
1 Himy +can dever;.be-8ied ‘by, Him, . .So that the
lirafe afcribies to CHRIST allthe Gisny of: thac Grace:

lich adorny the Church and every holy; Mem=er:
é i

B 0!




5 AN ORDINATION SERMOY

of it, in their different Degrees and Glories 5 adpg.
nifhes us of our Depen:'z’mm on CHRIST, and o4,
gations to Iim ; and diredts us to Him as filling o
" all. ' . .

JI, WHAT isit to be STRONG in the Grace
of CHRIST °?

I gifwer. ‘That to be fure it Implies; as the Ty
of Grace in the heart, fo allo fome Confiderabje
Grawth in Grace, and a good Degree thereof attaine,
This is the lealt that can be tho't of it : A Principle
of Univerfal Holinefs, and Goodnefs well rooted
within, and governing our Lives and Altions in s
vifible and yigorous manner.

IT fuppofes the Vertues bath of the Afive md
Pafive Life in the Habit and Praftice of them. We
muft be Strong to Labowr and do the thing that is
Good ; and we muit be Strong to hear and fufr
gracioufly whatever Fight of Afflitions .GOD «call
us to Encounter with.

THE Apofile in the Verfes after the Text explains
to us what he means by our being Strong in Grace
in three Comparifons or Allufions : 'Thou therefore endure
hardnefs as a Good Souldier, firive for the Maflery and
the Crown, (alluding to the Conqueror in the Gr.
eimn-Games, whether in wreftling, racing or combat)
and then laftly, labour like the Hufbandman. Now
cach of thefe Allufions imply great degrees both of
A&tivity, Diligence and Induitry, Conftancy and P.
feverance ; and alfo of Self-denial, enduring afflictive
Evils, Patience and Long-fuffering. And truly thefe
iwo ways is the Strength of Grace to be Exhibited and
Exprefled ; in Doing and in Bearing, T



AN ORDINATION SERMON. -

IT is utterly Inconfiftent with Sloth & Inattiviey,
Dicay and Declenfion. It is Stedfaft, Immoveable
qd Abounding in the work of the LORD. It will
ot be content with common Meafures, nor reft in
Y prefent Attainments ; but it afpires and covets
arneltly more and more, and 15 Ambitious to Excel,
pat wich a perfe@ Satistaltion and Complacency in
te Excellencies of Others. A Strong defire of more
Grace, and unfainting Endeavours afrer Increafe there.
in, 1s 'the natural Means, the genuine fign, and the
wvident Frmit of Strength in Grace : Phil. 3. 13.

AGAIN, If thou faint under Afflitions thy Strength
s fmall. Patience muft have s perfe@t Work, or

e much is wanting and the Defelt is great. En.
dure hardnefs, fayes our Comtext ; the word is

aurabicoy, bear Evil. The Strength of Grace is ex.
prefs'd in this unto the utmolt, Col. 1. 11. Strengthned
sithall might, according to Ins Glovious Iower, unto all I'a..
tioce, and Long-fuffermg, with Foyfulnefs. Here 15 a
Divine Strength in our Weaknels. - |

MOREQVER, We muft Labour to be Strong in.
very Grace of the HOLY SPIRIT, and more
efpecially in the Cardinal Vertues of  Chriftianity.
Strong in Faith giving Glory to GOD : and a Love
ftrong as Death : And {o thro’ the whole Cocle
md Conflellation of Graces ;. according as the Divine
Power gives us all things pertaining unto Godli-
nels ; thro' the Knowledge of Him who hath called
sto Glory and Vertue; and hath required us -to
ave diligence to be adding to our Faith every
Vertue, and that they be in us and abound,
2 DPet. 1. ult. *

BUT how little do thefe Gerersl Hints anfwer the
Great Enquiry before us? Yet I may not allow

B 2 - my



8§ AN ORDINATION SERMON

my {felf to Enlarge. Or if Idid T fhould find j
difficult to keep up to the Original Word Erurg'yy
which not'only fpeaks Ability, Vertee and Powe
i {ome confiderable Degree ; -but is ufed to exprefy
the Refolution, Valour and Courage of Soldiers, ang
the Might and Force of Armies. Yea it is frequently
ufed both in the Verdb and in the Noun to exprefs the
Yower of GOD, and a Strength Supernatural. A
for Inftance "in all thofe Pldcés where we read of
CHRIST’s Strengthning us to-do all things, " of the
LORD's ftanding by Paul and ftrengthning him, and
of His Enabling him for the Miniftry ; ir is the
fame Word that is ufed.’ Invlike “manner: where
we- read of the Gofpels coming in Powet and in
the Holy ‘Ghoft, and in 'démonfiration of the Spiri
and of Power’; of the Baprifis coming in the Spiri:
and Power of Elins; and of our LORD JESUS
Himfelf His being Anointed with the Holy Ghoft
and with Power : The Word is ¢ Sove'ua. '

SO as is well known to this Leaned Audators,
d¢5in Sve uews is the Kizht Hand of Power, Essyy
ve. Joveyzar- 3s the Working of Miracles, and Finally,
Ku'pizs Svva'pewy s the LOKD of HOSIS.

'NOW this Ufe of the Word in the Sacred Wi
tings may I think well Suggeft to us Two Things,
Yefpelting that Strength m ‘Grace commended to us
m the Texz. I | -

- Namely, - T
1. THAT it implies the Fortitude, Courase and
Conftancy of & Mind, Dicvinely Staplif'd in the ‘Truth,
detled in the Love and Praltice of Holinels, and
Fagaged in the Caufe of Religion, fo as to Appew
in the Defence of it, and to be ready to Encounts
“ny Dingers tor the f{ake thereof - To ¢his Cfmrag(e1
o T o | all



AN ORDINATION:SERMON. 9
«d Holy Refolution the Apoftle here Exhorts Zi

wihy, that wiile- others were {hewing their.:Pufila-
pimity and Cowardize ( Chap. I. 7. 15. ) He fhould
te Conftant to the Truth and Valiant for it,- and
ot affrighted "at any’ Dangers that might threaten
hm in his Miniftry, | P FRISRAN
INTO this: Interpretation Fupoftors have juflly
wne, and o “thie Preceps is the fame which GO
uve t0 Fofsua when he took: the 'Charge of Ifiacl;
ind was to enter-upon the War with the ‘accurfed
Cmmefes, the Type of our $pirirwal Warfare ¢
fth. 1. 6, 7. Ouly Le thou frong and very Couragigus.
:. THE other thing fairly Implied and neceflary
n Cblerve, is this, That this Strengetl i not of onr
oty bus we ate flrong only in the LORD - and - the
omer-of Lib wighe 5 as it is faid, Eph. 6. 10.: And
irru]y we muft glory in our Infirmities that--the
fower of CHRIST may reft upon us.” Whed we
a2t Weak then we are’ Strong. The Divine
srength is made perfe® in Weaknels, and out 'of
ite mouths of Babes and Sucklings GOD ordains
dtrength, - to  fHll ‘the Enemy’and the Avenger..
85 Deboral Sang of Old, Praife ye ‘the LORD for
e Avenging of’ Ifracl, —- O my ‘Soul thou haft
iodden down Strenoth. He is the Glory of our

. . 2 . >+ Y
Ytength, and in His’ Favour our Horn s Exalted. -

1O Conclude this Head, The, beff of Suints at theiv
# Lffare are but weak in Grace, *and. do truly fo ac.
sunt themlelves ; and thofe that aré firongeft do.
beund moft in the fenfe of their own Weaknefs ;
ad when they are Weakeft in ‘their own humble ang
% Thots of themfelves then are. they ;l’crohgéﬁ'a.
bwever fome are-Stronger than ‘others, for amlong
| - them

|
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them in whom there is true Grace there may b
very d:'ﬁ'erent Degree; and N[eafures tllﬁreof,

Nay zbat may be efteemed a good Strength of §
Grace in ane Ierfon, which may not be {o in Auotle §
confidering his Greater Bonds, and Advantages, Gifis §
and Talents, or more peculiar Relation to GOD, §
For Inftance, That may not be worthy to be called §
Strength of Grace in 3 .Minfﬂm: of the Gofpel, which §
may be {o in fome Prvaze Chriftians. Which leads
me to the Thivd Daricuiar propounded under the f
Do8rine, which 1is, ]

III, THAT the Almiflers of the Gofel ought in
efpecial mamner 10 be Strong in Grace. ‘ ,

;

THEY if any, they above all Men. Timothy to §
whom this Charge 3s given was an Eminen §
Minifter of CHRIST, a AMm of God, and}
an  Evangelit. Ouwr Brother and Fellow-Labourer i
2he Gofpel of CHRIST ( fays the Apoftle of hin g
to the Theflalonians ) whom { have fen: 2o flabl:h you §
and comfort you concermng youwr Faith. He therefore 8
needed to be Strong in the Faith himfelf, that he}
might ftrengthen others. Nay, Tmuthy was Strong
in the Grace in CHRIST, and yet is required to
be Stronger. If HE needed this Admonition andf
Exhortation, how much more do the moft Pious off
the prefent Minifters of CHRIST, the Iaffors aif
Jeachers of the Churches in thefe After-Generations,}
who come fa much fhort of the Meafures andj
Strength of Apoitles and Evangelifis. g;

C HRIST expelts this of His Minifters, and His
Churches do expe this of their Paftors, that they|
Excel and Shine in Holinels. Helinef is tﬁ@f? 1'%
| effit

|
|
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fefon of the Order, and GOD Angels and Men are
(VinefTes to the Solemn Engagements of all that
e Admitted 1nto it. We are 2 go Before our
tlocks, and Lead them in the Ways of GOD; to
e Fxamples to them, and Patterns of Good Works,
Ve are to teach them by Experience what we
ive felt and bandled of the Word of Life. We are
o Minifter to their Growth and Increafe in Grace,
ad to Feed as the Babes in CHRIST with Milk,
hehe Adult with Strong Meat: even thofe who at
bl dge and by veafon of Ufe, have their Senfes exercifed
) difcern between Good and Evil. *

THE Minifters of Religion fhould be the Salt
f the Earth, and the Lights of the World, Sole ez
fenibil Utilius, - By their Doltrines and Lives they
ie to Seafon and Preferve others, and to Illumi.
ate a Dark World, Mat. 5. 13, 14.

MINISTERS have all the Duties of Chriftians,
n common with others incumbent on them ;. befides
de Peculiar and Eminent Obligations fuperadded
by their Sacred Funtion, Now, how hard is itto
e a Good Chiiftian? And how much Grace do the
2 in our Flocks need for their Salvation? Much -
more difficule is it to be a Good Minmifier of JESUS
(HRIST, nourifhed up in the Words of Faith and
f good Doftrine: and much more do they need
hat the Grace of the LORD JESUS fhould be
sceeding Abundant to them, who.are both e dave
temfelves and them that lear them. -

MINISTERS efpecially need to be ﬂmng;te.
Lubowr apd ftrong to Bear, firong to labour in the
Duties of Helingls, ftrong to bear in the Cm_‘ﬁ

_ L, 4
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1. STRONG o Labour iu the Duties of Holinelf A
the Atoffle was among the Minidters of his Day, fo
every Fafor Thou'd be among his People in our Days.
In libcwis e Jh;,;..d* ¢, abourmﬁ‘ 310fe  then Lh }r

atl, thro” CHRIST in them.

THEIR Labouvs are. Ba no means to be 1marrmnl

onry to bz in the Pivz, nor yer only in “their
civdiss end Preparations 21 the Pulpit . and vet thefs
are 2 a:: soour o the Word and D%-""ﬂfi ‘LOU may
b“ g‘- nefles ot the Tabours bot h ot Hezd and He- 1S
hether whar we bring you colts us noth..n:r
\01‘ are the Dains wich o cvid Hewts very cften I:5
10 gzt them into 4 cue Fiame, and to bring Iw-
-i*';:..:f:'i;:-.. with us 11 our Woik, thm thole of S,.L_rv
ana. Cor*po ing were before. And after our L:ff
zins ¢f this nature; we may {fometimes come 13..':r
i, ﬁﬂd IT:FL...., 0 VU, H Tpf?rf —/:'J' ﬂﬂ[z i PET}, i
23 0 TEEE:.‘;I,'.IHEE_. e'mtd and too much Dllco
.‘i‘agai 'B"-r- bo:;-,zeﬁ_ ﬁm, ' unm;t‘ thlS Smrlt 07 Iﬁﬁl'
: keep oa by the heln of GOD, in. Saafin

&nd  out G‘E'Eeafon L'.ne u;.on Lh N and Preccpt up.

C:
o~
o g
it
'!

INDLED the EI‘E and orea? Labcrur both of M.
nifters 2nd Privars Chriftians cve One and tle [z
feil. with their ewn Hearts, to gee- the Maftery of
theirown Corpus ziens, Pafiions m.. Apmtlte&- te gel
their Hearts Sar:é‘:"ﬁ:a cnd to 6F-p them 1n holv
rames for Communion with GCD, and for the Pie.
ENce 9..*1(_ Inflrences of His Soing vith thert 5 con.

tinuing in Supplicaticns and Prayers Night and Lm

iﬁi a clgie 11'3 ”T"[‘l GOD - 'J

THIS 15 the &
nnd Vi thh Cl....

,l-

)-.l.)

% and hardp{L aee of ourt Work,

| ined makes allshe rely Eafy. and
P.eafan

‘T

Sy
co
= b



AN ORDINATION SERMON., 13
P]eafﬂﬂf- By this the Minifter of CHRIST muft
py in Strength for the Reft, and apply himfelf
with greac Advantage to his Studies, to Reading
nd clofe Meditation, bending all his Powers to

ne Honour of GOD and the Service of the Church.

VERILY thefe Secrez Labows, as they are the
Means of growing Strong in Grace, fo they call
oromuch i us. As much Study is a Wearinefs to
we Flefh, {o the Study of the Holy Bible, and of
-2 Truths and Laws of GOD, 1s what the Fleth
s molt averfe unto : T'ho' it muft be confefled too
mae it is the molt Noble, Uleful and Pleafant Study
o & pure Mind, and 1ts own abundant Reward -
far there 15 not again the like Mue of sch aud
ep Laterarwic e the Shudy of Univerfal Natwe as in
;:;;"E.réfﬁs, in which are found all the Treafures of
\Vifdom and Knowlege ; which pays us well for
cur pains when we diy for ‘em a5 for Siiver.

MOREGVER, The Paftoral Care is no {mall
Labour in the Govermiteni ¢f the Church, and in
matrers of neceffary Difcipline. This we fhould ever
nave at Heart, to keep our {elves pure, and having
Lipoufed vou to one Husband, to prefent you as
2 chialte Virgin to CHRIST. What Carefulnels
leuld this ever caufe in them thar Watch for
Souls 7 Whar Clearing of themftives ? What In.
dignation ar times? Yea what Fear always 7 What
Vehement Delire, and what Zeal 7 Heb. 12. 15.
Lisking diligently left amy man fail of the Grace of God,
i aiy voor of bitternef [fringing up trouble you, and
iterchy many be defiled. Rev.2.2, I know thy Woiks aud thy
Libsur and thy Patience, and how thae canft ns: beas
dew phat ave Evil,

(. ALL
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ALL Government-is a Labour and Burthen. The
Shoutders muft . be firong to bear it.” But it may
be no Rule calls for more Wifdom and Grace thap
chat which lies. on the Paflors of the Churches.
Math. 24. 45. Who i that Faithful and Wife Serom
whom Lis Lord bath wmade Ruler over bis Houfold, 19
g2t them their Meat i due Seafon ¢ 2 Cor, 2, 16,
nd who  [uficient foi thefe thmgs ¢ 1 Tim, 3. 15
That thou mayeft kuow bow to behave thy [elf i ile
Church of the Living God, which 1 the Pillay and Ground
of the Truth.

IT is a Grief to any Holy Soul to {ee ( whatit
cannot fuffer ) Sin upon another: It is a Iainto
Soul full of Charity and Benignity, to luppofe and
charge that which is Evil-upon any: How much

more to Convi&, Cenfure and Reftrain from the Pri.
viledges of GOD’s Houfe. .; It is more Comfortable,
but not lefs Laborious, to minifter unto the Pre.
vention of Sin, and fometimes to Reftore and Heal
without Expofing; or in Cafe of Publick-Oftence to
bring Sinners unto open Repentance ; to bmd up
shat whieh was broken, to beal that which was fick, zid
to bring again that which was driven away, Ezek. 34. 4.

 ALL this belongs to the Iufforal Labour; and

all this the Minifters of CHRIST muft gladly fen?
and be fpent for Souls. QOur Labours mever ceafe, but
are ever new, and call for wew Supplies of Grace con.
tinually, we are not to reft on Sabbaths or on Week-
Days, {ave that our whole Work is in it lelf a po-
petual Reff to holy Minds. And fuch ought our P
vate and common Labours be accounted by us, in
making Paftoral Vifiis, from Houfe to Houfe, to know
the State of our Flocks; and to acquaint our felves

with the Chara&ers of Perfons, and treat them WAHEI}’;
. o T gfﬁﬁ:
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Aareeably, Faithfully ; Inftrulting, Advifing, Ad.

nonithing as we fee Occafion ; Praying with the
Gick, and exprefling a juit Concern both for Soul
nd Body, Weeping with them that Weep, Com.
fring the Feeble-Minded, Relieving the Indigent,
wearing with the Infirmities of the Weak, Conde.
fiznding to them of low Degree, and fubmiffively
Overlooking very often the Hau'tinefs of Men.

[N all thefe and many more Inftances we are to
te Lahowrers together with GOD, under the Influences
of His Grace and Spirit, for His Glory, and thé
(Good of Souls. Nor may I omit to mention the
(wivare Labours of Catechizing the Children, and {peak.
my to them concerning their Souls from their Ear.
e Davs, putting them in mind of their Baptifin, arid
ifthe Holy Bonds they are under theéreby to be the
LORDS, and 1n this way to bring them on to an
Fiily Rerogmition of thofe Bonds, if 1t may pleafe
Ged to Imprefs their tender Hearts betimes: And
hen 1615 too pleafant a part of our Work almoft
't becalld a Labour to receive the Profeflion’s
of our People in order to the Renewing of their Bap-
sl Covenant , and coming to the Lords Table: And yet
ndeed the Concern and Fear that this alfo gives
i, when we Examine into your Spiritual State, in.
0 your Experierices of a Work of Grade upon your
Hearts, into the Sincerity and Strength of your Ho-
l Refolutions; and alfo the awful Charges from
GOD which we then lay you under to beg Grace
£ GOD that you may be Faithful, and walk Up.
raitly with Him; let thefe Witnefs for us, and be
or Teftimony in your Hearts, whether we do not
ndeed Labour your Sincere Converfion to GGD, and
wur Erernal Salvation.

C 2 | But
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BUT 1T fhould exceed the Bounds you can allgy 2
me, if I fhould launch further into the Boundlefs Dy, B
zies of the Mlimsterial Offce. We had need be Sppn &
in the Grace that is in CHRIST JESUS to g0
thro’ thefe Labours. ;

BUT then further, |
2. THE Minifters of CHRIST had need ke Siyrys ;B

Grace 1o Bear and Suffer well m the Caufe of H’F?:rf
For they are called, and it is given to them inthe |
Behalf ot CHRIST, not only to Believe cn Hin |

but to Suffer for His Name.

MINISTERS are bound by their Separation from §
the World, and Dedication to Spiritual Services,
to deny themfelves on many Worldly Accounts, and
to fuffer many Mortifications which are not expefied ¢f
others: To pleafe all Menin all things, not {eck.
ing their own Profit, but the Profic of many,
that they may be Saved; and enduring all things :
{ as our Context fpeaks ) for the Eleéts fake, that they |
may obtain the Salvation which is 1n CHRIST ;
JESUS with Eternal Glory. ’

THE Apoftle therefore in this Epiitle Exhor:
Iimothy to Watch in all things, to endure Ay,
and make full Dioof of bis Mimflry. It {eems we cant
do #his, without being Exemplary in Bearing Afflitt-
ons with Faith and high Devotion, Patience ani
Refignation.

L T LY L U T Y

INDEED the State of the Miniftry is not at al
with us as it was in the firlt Times of the Gofte,
in refpedt of Suffering for the Truths and Waysd
GOD. We live in Honour, Effeem and Refp:d

am);
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2moag 4 Kind and Religious People, we are Decent-
v Supported, fome of us ( T wifh it cou'd be faid
of all my Biethren ) without Entangling our felves
wich the Affairs of this Life. We have not yer
teen called to fuffer Bonds and lmprifonments for
die Name of CHRIST, nor have we yet refiited un
:0 Blood ftriving againft Sin. And as GOD only
knows how we fhould endure the Figry Tiyal, {fo we
have reafon to Pray, thar we may be kept from it,
and to Adore him in his Gracious Providence that
we have been fo.

NevertheleTs,

IT iscertainly the Duty of Minifters to look for m1.
wy Tiyals in the Difeharge of thetr Duiv, and {o to prepare
and get ready for them, as that if GOD calls them
to fuffer Perfecution they may by His Grace approve
themielves as the Aniflers of GOD, i much Datience,
m Aflictions, in Diflefles, in Stripes, in Imprifonments,
in Tumults, by Honour and Difbononr, by evil Report and
co0d Repore, as Decervers and yet true, as unknown and
ot well known, as Sorvowful yet always Rejoycing, as
Poor yet makimg many Rich, as having wothing and jex
reffolling all things, 2 Cor. 6. 4. 8.

INDEED, the petty Peifecution of the Slight and
Scorn of many, of Contempt and Reproach, of Lies,
Slanders and cruel Mockings, is {till the common
Lot of the moft Faithful Mimtiters of our LORD
JESUS. In His vifible Church there always 1s a
ialionant Paty of Lewd and Profane People, who
wil] Perfecute them that are Eminen:ly Pious and
Godly, Peaceable and Faithful, with their Tongues,
tho’ their Hands are tied. To initance in our own
Cmes, and not to look among our S:lues Sohwe

AVe
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have {een the moft Venerable Men in the Churel of
England for Learning, Piety, Labours, Ufefulnef;
Prudence, Meeknefs and Humility Infulted and Qg
rag’d while they livid, pelted to their Graves, apg
their Names Perfecuted after their Deceale, for the;
Spirit of Moderation, and Taithiul Services to
Church. So were Arch-Bithop I:iloifon, and Bifhop
Burnet, Men of whem the Age was not worthy .
of Confpicuous Santtity, Abundant 1n their Labours,
Steddy in their Condult, of unfpotted Integrity
of an Apocftolical Spirit, and ready I believe to haye
Died either for their Country or for CHRIST ; ve
thefe Great and Good Alen have been loaded with
Obloquy. But their Names muft needs live in the
Hiftory of the Church, if Truth do not perify

from the Earth!

)

IN ihort, Minifters muft not be mov’d by fuch
Treatment as this which I have reprefented, how
Injurious, Ungrateful and Bafe foever it be; neither
muft they count thewr Life dear, fo they may finifp thei
cotrfe with joy, and the Mimdsy which they have received
of the LORD FESUS, to teflify the Gofpel of the Grac
of GOD, Aflts 0. 24

BUT what Strength of Grace does this call for?
What a Degree and Meafure of the Primitive and
Apoftolical Spirit? 2 Tim. 4.6. I am ready i0 k
Offered. A&sz21.13. What mean ye to weep and break
my Heart ? For I am ready not to be bound only, I
alfo todie at Ferufalem for the Name of the LOR D

- FESUS.

SURELY CHRIST puts it to all His Minifters
as He did to the Two Brethveny Can ye dvink of my
Cip, and be Baptized with the Baptifm wherewith I was

Bap-
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pptized 7 We may not prefume to {ay, We are Able:
goc this we fhou'd be, ready to fay — Lord, make
7 Able! Thy Grace is fuflicient for me! Keep
- in the Hour of Tempration. Enable me to Die
= Thee rather than Deny T hee.

THUS Minifters need to be Strong to Labour in
4e Duties of Holinefs, and Sn'o:r_g to Suffer
. the Caufe of Holinefs. An  Hieroghphick or
Myftical Figure whereof we have in that Ilufiri.
s Vifion which St. Fobn had of the Four livmg Crea.
s before the  Throne, Rev.4.7. Reprefenting the
courage of the Lion, the Strength of the Ox, the
Loftinefs of the Eagle, and the Wildom of a M.
-This is the Stately Emblem of true Gofpel Mimifers,

AND now I pafs to the Fourth and laft Head
sopounded under the Dodrane, |

[V, T HIS therefore is the Awful Charge to be luid
wpon all that wundertake the Minifferial Truff and

Offce ; that they be Stromg n the Grace which 1s
im CHRIST FESUS.

THERE is a Charge to be laid upon them, and
tis Charge fuppofes a Stremgth in Grace, and binds
mro it: And how Awful 1s it to be {fo bound?
What can be more Solemn than the repeated Chaiges
siven to Timothy : T charge thee before GOD, and
“the LORD JESUS CHRIST, and the Elett An-
“gels, that thou obferve thefe things: And again,
“I give thee Charge in the fight of GOD, who quick-
“neth all things, and before JESUS CHRIST, who
“ before Pontmus Dilate witnefled a good Confeflicn ;
“ That thou keep this Commandment without Spot,
“ Unrebukable, until the Appearing of our LORD
“JESUS CHRIST; And yet once more, I charge

¢ thee
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« thee before GOD and the LORD JESUS CHRIST, §
“ who fhall judge the Quick and Dead ar Hi §
« Appearing and His Kingdom.

TRULY it is enough to make one Tremble to |
hear himfelf fo Chaiged in the Name of GOD, §
For we can’t but confider our felves Weak, Trajl §
and Sinful like other Men, that we are Men of
like Paffions and Corruptions, and at the {ame tim:
are like to have more Trials and Temptations ty |
Endanger us. Flow then fhall Minifters be able t;
Anfwer the Titles given them, and the DPrecepts e
their Conduét and Behaviour in the Holy Scriptures:

1. THE Titles given ihem. The Name A0
fpeaks Service, the Name Diefoyzer or Elder {peaks -
Gravity and Spirituality ; the Tide of Iafir aii
Shepheid fpeaks Care, Watchfulnefs, Tendernels and ;
conftant Artendance, with Patience and Unweari.‘;
ednefs ; the Style of Biflops and Overfeers {peaks Wil ;
dom, Concern, and Diligent Infpection ; the Nam: |
of Stewards fpeaks much Truft, and Obligation t
Fidelity and exa& Care ; the Name of Builders fpeaks%
both Skill and Gare, and Induftry and Toil; that ]
of Soldiers and Watchmen yer more exprefles an Obt. |
gation to bear Hardfhip and Fatigue, and to fhow
Valour and Refolution; the Style of Rulers, {peaks the |
moft Weighty Cares of Government ; the Title of,
Ambafladors implies together with a fuperior Wik}
dom and Difcretion, a fedulous Application to Bu
finefs, and a high Zeal for the Honour and Servict
of our LORD ; and finally, the Title of Angels
the Churches fuppofes Excellency in Knowledge, Het.
nefs, Zeal, Diligence, Spirituality and Heavenlinels;
for Angels excel in [hength, heakning to the woice

GOD; ~ they are Stiries and Flames of Fire.
THIM
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THESE are the Titles given in the Holy Scriptures
o the Minidters of the Gofpel. And now fhould we
ed, ' o
Prrice 70 look over the Rules lad down for their Condud
./ Behaviour, What Meafures of Holinefs do they
o imply ?  What holy Labours, and what gracious.

faaring ¢

« They are required to be Blamelels, Sober, Vigi.
- lant, of good Behaviour, given to Hofpitality, apt
« 1o Teach, holding the Myitery of Faith in a pure
- Confcience. They are required to be Examples of
« Believers in Word, in Converfation, in Charity, in
«§pirit, in Faith, in Purity. They are Charged
¢« a5 Men of GOD to follow after Righteoufnefs,
¢ Godlinefs, Faith, Love, Patience, Meeknefs ; Cha-
«rity and Peace with all that call on the LORD
o out of a true Heart.

« THEY are required to Preach the Word, to
“be Inftant in Seafon and out of Seafon ; Reprove,
“ Rebuke, Exhort with all Long-fuffering and
“ Doftrine: That they give Artendance to Read
“ing, to Exhortation, to Doltrine: 'That they
“ continue in the things which they have Learned
“and been aflured of : That they {peak the things
‘which become found Dodtrine, Exhort and Rea,
“buke with all Authority ; in all things fhewing
 themfelves Patterns of Good Works; 1n Dollrine
t fhewing Uncorruptnefs, Gravity, Sincerity ; Sound.
 Speech which cannot be Condemned, that he that
“is of the contrary part may be athamed, having

“no Evil thing to fay of them.

“« THEY are required to be Blamelels as the Ste-
* wards of GOD : not %ﬁlwiued, nog foon Angry,
P I
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¢« not given to Wine, no Striker, not given ¢,

« filthy Lucre ; but to be Lovers of Hofpitaliry

¢ Lovers of Good Men ; Sober, Jult, Holy, Tem.

« perate, holding faft the faithtul Word, ‘that they

¢ may be able by fOUﬁd Do&fiﬂe, both to EXhOI't
¢ and to Convince Gainfayers.

« THEY are direéted as the Servants of the
« LORD not to Strive, but to be Gentle unto aj]
¢« Men, Patient, in meeknefs Inftrulting them thy
« oppofe themfelves, if GOD peradventure may
¢« give them Repentance : To {erve the LORD
¢ with all Humility : To keep back nothing tha
¢ is profitable for Souls : To teach Publickly
<« and from Houfe to Houfe: To be pure from
¢ the Blood of all Men, not fhunning to declare
<« ]l the Counfel of GOD; and to affirm conftant.
“ ly that they which have believed in GOD be
¢ careful to mainrain good Works.

« THEY are required to take heed unto them.
¢« felves and unto all the Flock over which the

« HOLY GHOST hath made them Overfeers, to
¢« feed the Church of GOD which He hath pur.

¢ chafed with His own Blood ; and to remember

¢“ the Words of the LORD JESUS which He {ai,
‘It 1s more blefled to give than to receive.

“ AND fecing they have received this Miniitry,
« as they hope to find Mercy they are required not
“ to Faint : Never to be alhamed of the Telti
“ mony of CHRIST, nor of His Suffering Mem.
“ bers, but to be Partakers in the AffliCtions of the
“ Gofpel, according to the Power of GOD : To re.
“ nounce the hidden Works of Difhonelty, not
¢ walking in Craftingls, nor handling the \yﬁédo%f
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. GOD deceitfully, but by manifeftation of the
« Truth commending themfelves to every Mans
¢ Confcience in the fisht of GOD. 'That they be
« not of the My who Corrupt the ‘\Vord cf GOD,
« but as of Sincerity, as of GOD, in the fight of

« GOD, that they fpeak in CHRIST.

« THEREFORE they are further required, That
they Preach not themielves, but CHRIST JESUS

the LORD, and themfelves your Servants for JE-
SUS f{ake. ‘That as Workers together with

. CHRIST they befeech Men. That they ceafe not
to Teach and Preach JESUS CHRIST. That they

take heed how they build, for other Foundation
‘can no Man lay than that which 15 laid
' JESUS CHRIST. That they be not afhamed of

the Gofpel of CHRIST, nor to declare His Tefti-
“mony. That they determine not to know any
thing among their People, but JESUS CHRIST
“and Him Crucified. That their Speech and their
 Preaching be not with Enticing Words of. Mans
“ Wifdom, but in Demonftration of the Spirit and
"1n Power.

— -—— —
L _—— .y . - —
L 5

-

i

“ FINALLY they are required to ftudy to fhew

* themfelves approved to GOD ; Workmen that
“ need not to be afhamed, rightly dividing the Word
* of Truth. That they give no Offence in any
“ thing, that the Miniftry be not blamed. Thac
“ they gladly fpend and be fpent for Souls, Warn-
“ing every Man, and Teaching every Man, that
“ they may prefent every Man. perfe®t in CHRIST
“ JESUS. = That they {o run, not as uncertainly,
“and fo Fight, not as one that beats the Air; but
“ that they keep under their Body and have it mn

¢ fubjetion, leaflt thar Ly any Means when they
" D2 « have
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‘ have Preached unto others they themfelves be
“ Caft.aways.

“ IN all thefe points, Many and Great as they
“ be, they are required to take heed to the Min.
“ ftry which they have received in the LORD
« that they fulfil it. That they take the Ove.
“ fight of the Flock and feed it, not by confirain;,
¢« but willingly ; not for filthy Lucre, bur of ,
« ready Mind ; neither as LORD’s over GODS
« Heritage, but as Examples to the Flock; and
“ when the Chief Shepherd fhall appear they fhall
« receive a Crown of Glory, which fadeth notaway,

THIS 1s the Work and Labour and Tatience 5 axl
Charity and Service and Faith, which CHRIST re.
quires in the Angels of His Churches. In all thi
His Minifters muft be Faithful to the Death
“ They muft remember how they have recemved
¢« and heard, and hold faft till CHRIST comes,
‘“ that no Man take their Crown. He that hath
“ an Far let him hear, what the Spirit faith un
“ the Angels of the Churches.

AND now let us conceive if we can wha
Strength of Grace is neceffary to the Anfwering thef
Holy Trufts, thefe Holy and Strit Precepts?  Excelling
Sanftity makes the Charalter. As from the Begin.
ning, the Levites by their Separation from ther
Brethren and Confecration to GOD, were decla’d
to be under Bonds to a Diffinguifping Holmmef. More
Walyings were required of them, denoting a highet
Dearee of Purity expefted of them; and the High.
Prieft, the Head of their Order, bore upon lis
Alitre the Infeription of, HOLINESS TO THE
TORD. o

(; Ol
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GOD requires what He Promifes, Iaffors after His
wo Hewt, Even as David was a Man after GOD's

cwn Heart in refpelt of his Emin ence for Sanli
ty and Devorticn.

WHEN the SON of GOD came Himfelf to
Minifter in His Church, this was His Giorious Cha.
i2er, Full of Grace. He did no Sin, He went abouc
dboing Good, He was Holy, Harmlels, Undefiled, Se.
parate from Sinners, made higher than the [Hea.
vens. Such an High Prieft became us, and luch to be
fure ought they to be that are His Almnflers; Con-
formed to Him in Iolinefs. So were His F1/# Mi.
nifters, 1 Thel. 2. ro. How H{‘:fffir, Lospe f}}gﬂ;:}aj Joyes
Uazlameably, behaved they themfeives,

U S L

I HAVE faid but httle on {o Great a Sul;e%,
and yet I fear have already taken up roo much of
the Time ; 1 will therefore draw to a Conc/uffon and
Apply the Dodhrine. '

1. IN an Addrels to wmy Brethren in the AMmifiry.

2. TO the Candidates for the Miniftry,

3. TO the lerfounow to be Ordained. ~ And,

g. TOQ the Chuwch and Covgregation ufually ‘mee:.
ing in this Place.

L. TO my Reverend Brethien in tle Minifby., You

will fuffer ( 1 know ) the Word of Exhortation and
Admonition which the Tex: brings you, to be Sérong
e Gigez that i in CHRIST FESUS: And tho' it
b2 brovght you at this time by the Leaff and the
moit &iuful among his Brethren,” you will Reverently
eceive it x5 fooken from GOD unto YOu, x

(=]
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T WOULD with Reverence and with Authorjpy
from GOD befpeak the Aged Iaflors Prefent, 3
Fazhers, be Ye Strong in the Grace that 1sin CHRIST
JESUS: And we your Sons believe that we heg
vou this Day Blefling wus in the Name of CHRIST,
and asking for us much of His Grace and Spin;
and Charging us to feek it for our felves. Bielfy
Le GOD for that Strength in Grace which w:
have feen and do fee in Thole that have gone befor
us; the LORD our GOD be with us as He ws
with them, and double of the Blefled Spiric upon 5
which He put in them. We wilh a great Increaft
of Strength to them that are Strongeft, and with
hlgh Comp]acency, ﬂlould we Emulate them tha: -
do moft Excel. The mean while, what Caufe for
Self-Refiexion and deep Humiliation may the Senfe of ;
our Feebleneff and Weakneff minifter unto us. '

O my Biethren,

DID we confider Serioufly, when we undertock
this Great and Holy Miniftry, the Strength of
Grace it called for? Did we with fuitable Hum.
lity and Fear, with many Tears and Prayers, feek th:
neceflary Supplies of Grace ? Have we by the fame
Courfe Improv’d and Grown ? What Strength have
we attained unto this Day, after that we have been
fo many Years employed in this Work of the LORD
What need have we to be abundant in Prayer for
our {elves and for one another, that we may find
Mercy and receive Power from GOD to be Faitl.
ful in this high Truft.

O THE Tervor and Anguifp which our Dottrine
ihould ftrike a Gracelefs Minifter with! Are any of

us utterly deflitnie of Saving Grace when we ﬂlou]l)d
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v Song in 16?2  How fhould our Countenance
+ange, and our thoughts- trouble us ; the joynts of
.our Loyns Dbe looled, and our Knees fmite one againft
nother ! As his did who faw the Hand come
ek out of the Wall and write Teke/ over againft

v — Thow ave weighed in the Balances, and art found
g,

. 0 HOW much worfe is it in Us than in Others,
i .nd how much worfe will it be for Us than for
lOzhers, if we are Strangers to that Grace of GOD
vhich we Preach to others? What Horror fhould
» firike us with to think of coming 1n the laft Day
oo that [retched Plea, Mat. 7. 22. Lord, Dave we
; Prophefied in thy Name ? and to receive that dread.
ful Aufwer e I know you not. Indeed fuch a Plea
made by a Wicked Minifter 15 the Greateft Se/f.
fenfation, and will be the Reafon of an Agoravared
Damnation. For this 1s the Condemnation, to be
Deftitute of true Holinefs under our Relation to
(0D, Confecration to Holy Services, and Mi-
iftring unto the Sanctification and  Salvation of
ochers,

THIS Argument is in the moft Solemn manner
qandled by Bibsp Bull, in  his Compamon for the Cana
cittes of Holy Orders; and1 think his Awful Words
well worthy to be Repeated in this Audience. ¢ The
“ Prieft  that is not cloathed with Righteoufnefs,
“tho’ otherwife richly Adorn'd with all the Orna-
“ments of Humane and Divine Literature, and
“thofe Gilded over with the Rays of a Seraphick
“Prudence and Sagacity, is yet but a Naked, Beg.
‘garly, Defpicable Creature ; of no Authority, no
" Intereft, no Ufe or Service in the Church of GOD.

" The Unholy Teacher, let him Preach never fo well,
| - ¢ Difcourierh
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« Difcourfeth to little purpofe. There will be g
« Life in his Dcllrine, becaule his Lite is {o def};_
« tute of the Spirit of Holinefs; he will {oopg
¢« Damn his own Soul, than Save any Mans ¢l
« His Difcourfes tho’ Arm'd with the moft power,
« ful Qratory, will ferve to move no other Affe;.

« on in his Hearers than that of Indignation againf
¢ his Hypocriﬁe and Impudence, to hear him Exce.
« Jently Declaim againft thofe things of which he j;
« Notorioufly Guilty —— Such a Man ferves
« the worft Purpofes, to make Men Atheifts, Iaf.
« dels and Hereticks. —— FHe Sins with the higheft
«« Aggravation of Guilt, and the leaft hope of his.
« Repentance. He is the greateft and molt dcfpe.
« rate Sinner. —— What Remedy 1s likely to work !
« this Mans Cure and Repentance 7 Will the dread. |
« ful Menaces and Threats of GOD's Word Affrig): |
¢« him ¢ No; thefe are daily Thunder'd out of ki |
‘“« own Mouth, and yet to him they are but By |
¢¢ Fulmma, WIill the Gracious Promifes of GOD’
¢ Allure him ¢ No, he daily Charms his Hearer
¢« with thefe, but remains himfelf as the Deaf
¢¢ Adder.~—— And {o that Excclient Difcowrfe goes on, l

I AM fure it highly concerns the Minifters cf
CHRIST to have fuch Awful Thoughts as thefe fami. |
liar with them. And when we hear them our By
may tremble, our Lips quiver at the Voice, Rottenmefsenter
into our Bowes, and we tvemble i owr [elves, that wi;
may haze Reff in tbe Day of Death and of the Eternal
Judgment.

WHEREEFGRE let us labour to be Srrong in the
Grace that is in CHRIST JESUS, that GOD may
own us and our Miniftry, ufe us now to Serve un
11is Honour and to the Goodof Souls, and Clll'ov.-'nfm

- Creatil
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ereafter with Joy and Glory. Let us be Strong
1 Grace, that Men may Reverence us and give Glo.
v to GOD, and not abhor the Offerings of the
[ORD becaufe they can't help defpifing them thac
eve at the Tabernacle and the Altar. If the
pfr is not Strong in Grace how will the Flock
unguifh and famifh, and what Weaklings will thofe
e that are begotten to CHRIST under his Mi.
ity 7 Yea what a Burthen and Pepance will
te Ordinances of the LORD be to the Prophane
.nd Senfual Minifter ? His mind ever avecfe to the
Holy Offices he {pends his Life in ! In what Dark.
o muft he live in the midit of Light, and in
«hat Diforder and Confufion thro’ the Regret of 1
«rnal mind and the Rebukes of his own Confcience.

TO Conclude, It is a Time of Decay; let Us
therefore  che - rather be Strengthmng the things that
angn and are veady to Die. Let GOD revive us,
ad His own Work in our Hands ¢+ Let us lifc
op the hands that hang down and the feeble knees :
et us have Truft thro' CHRIST to GOD.ward,
dat He will profper us if we do fincerely De.
vore our felves to Minifter to His Glory. We
may do all things thro’ CHRIST firengthning us.
Werefore watch ye, fland faft in the Fath, quit you
e Men, be Strong, 1 Cor. 16. I3. At up to your
hgh Obligations, by Purenefs, by Knowlege, by
Long-fuffering, by Kindnefs, by the HOLY GHOST,
by Love unfeigned ; by the Word of Truth, by
the Power of GOD, by the Armour of Righteoufa
nefs on the Right Hand and on the Left. Be ye
Sonr therefore  and let mot yowr hands be weak, for

a Wok foall be rewarded. .
E - THE
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THE Giace of GOD is All-{ufficient, and thy
is Engaged for us. The Dromifes in CHRIST ap
eno’ to Incourage us, and make us Strong in the
LORD, while we are nothing and worfe thy,
nothing of our felves, Let us remember the Blefis
of Levi, the Thummim and the Urim, Illumination
and Holinefs, Gifts and Graces requifite for their
High and Holy Calling, are with GOD’s Holy
Ones. We have a Merciful and Compaflionate Hy)
Prieff, touched with the feeling of our Infirmities,
And there is a Great Sacrifice for the Prieft-hood
The HOLY SPIRIT was poured out upon the
Firlt Alimfters of the Gofpel, and CHRIST has
promifed to be with thofe that {ucceed them unto
the End of the World. He holds the Stars i
His Right Hand. They are His Gifts unto His
Church, and of His fulnefs He will ever {uppl;
it with thole whom He will fee Qualified and
Furnifh’'d for, and Spirited, Affifted and Profperd
in His Service. And Blefled is the Perfon, who.
ever he be, whom He Enables, and counts Faith-
ful, and puts into the Miniltry. If their Labour
and it their Dangers are Great {o will their Rewai
be in the Laft Day: they fhall fhine ag the Stars
for Ever and Ever ; and the Stronger they are
now in Grace the Higher they fhall be in Glory
hereafter.

II MY Second Addrefs fhall be to Them il
ave Candidates for the Alimfhiy: To the Students who
are Defigned and Devoted by the Will of their
Parents and by their own Choice to the work of the
Miniftry.  Our Sous whom GOD raifes up for I'roplets
and ouy Younz Men for Nizaites. To You our Ter
brings a very Serious and Suitable Admonition in
your Preparations for Oervice in the Church o

CHRIST.
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(dRIST. How fhould you Study and Labour and
pay for Albundant Meafures of Grace to Qualify and
il you for the Undertaking this Sacred and
wful Work P What need 15 there that you firft
o the Dbleffed Experience of a Change in your
“va Heart, and of a fixed growing. Devorednef8 of
\iad to the Study of Divine Truths, and to the
adice of Holinefs ? How Sober.minded .and
tave in your Deportment fhould you be, not
owing your felves in any Levities and. Gaities.
lviereby any may juftly defpife your Youth. Re.
wrence your felves,” that others may Reverence
o1 already, for your Humility, Modefty, Seriouf.
s of Spirit, and a vifible Devotion in GOD's
Hoofe.  Wartch already in all rthings, and Pray
gly o GOD to keep you, that you may do
whing to unfit you for Service and to Grieve
60D's HOLY SPIRIT. Flee Youthful Luls,
Gudy your Bible. Give your felf to. the Reading -
sl Meditating in GOD’s Word, Dirélt and Sub.’
adinate all your Studies unto that, and govern
kem by it. Do not a& rafhly in a thing {o So.
imn as the Entring on Publick Preachng. Ay
hothien, be wot many Maflers, knowing that we - fhall rea
iive ihe greater Condemmation, Jam. 3. I

LET me advife our Worthy Young. Mlmfters and

trdeuts to read Serioufly Bithop Bulls Fifitanion Ser.
s on thole Words ¢ Alfo the Venerable Mr.
biwles his Dtfior Evamgelicus + M. Baxters Reformed
Ufior, and Dr. Burnets Paftoral Cave. Thole Irea-
:ls may wonderfully ferve under the Blefing of
(0D to form our Candidates for the Solemn. Un.
Griaking  the Work of the Miniftry. And for a
Patern to you take Bifhop Beveridges Privare Thos
ol Religion.. There is, not a better Al thali
E -

L

. Ly
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I know of, after the Bible, whereby our Candidate
for the Evangelical Miniftry may well dire& and §;
their Principles and their Refolutions, by the ‘Grace of
GOD, before they enter on any Publick Miniftr,
tions ; yea and after they are Entred. It is eve
new and frelh with me, and more and more pup,
gent and quickning, the oft’ner I look into i,
and I with our Young Men that direlt their Sy,
dies to the Service of the Santtuary would make
it their Vade mecum, and carry it about with them

BUT 1 ‘leave it to Thofe who have the Honour t
be the Tuzors of our Youth, to direlt them with more
Propriety and-Authority, and to Imprint on them
ghe Awful Regards that become them 1n their En.
ering on the Sacred Imployment. Blefled be GOD,
we fee from Year to Year many Tokens of the Fa.
your of GOD to thefe Churches, in the New Sia
¢hat appear' and thine among us: louths of good
Yearning, of bright Parts, of confpicuous Modefty,
Gravity, Sobriety, Vertue, aud we trult true Santti.
gy. Thewc are our Hope and Crown and Foy. And
GOD is my Witnefs, with what Efteem and Love
{ bring you the Admonition this Day, Ibaz youl:
Strong n the Grace that is in CHRIST FESUS, that
you may Excel all that have gone before you; i
GOD pleafe fo to Blefs you and Honour you.

YOU had need to be Eftablifh'd in Grace, be.
caufe your Times are hke o ke barder than ouss
more Loofe and Carelefs, more Evil and Trymng
Remember what you have feen of GOD 1n your
Fathers, who yet remain before you, and are going
from you,  Will you take up their Mantles and
cry to their GOD. You have the fame GOD and
His free Grace to look unto. You have their Pray.

€l
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ers and Blefling coming on you, that GOD would
Replenifh you with every Good Gift, and that you
may live and Excel to His Glory.

HAVE a Sacred Regard to the Gieat End of the
Frangelical Minidtry : That you muft propofe to
vour felves now as you begin, and thro’ all your
Afrer.life, to be Inftrumental to Convert Sinsers
from the Errors of their Ways, and to fave Souls
from Death. And I will only add, Do not depart
from that Way of Worflup, nor thofe Rulesof Dif.
ipline, wherein you have been Educated, any fur.
ther than you can Serioufly and Confcientioufly
judge, that the Salvation of Souls, and the Power of
Prattical Godlinefs will be better promoted in the
other Way. [ defire no better Rule whereby to Go.-
vern or Juftity my Drmciples, relating to matters of

Ordery Chuwrch Government, and Modes of Worfhip.

II1. T PROCEED now to Addrefs my felf 70
You in Darticular, my Dear Brother, and Worthy Collesue ;
who are this Day to come into the Iafforal Reia.
sion with me unto this Flock of CHRIST, All that
I have faid already has been meant 1in a more el-
pecial manner unto lon, and for Yowr fake it has
heen prepared. I chofe to ftand here to Day to
Preach unto You, and to Charge Yon awfully from
GOD, Thou therefore my fon, be Strong in the Grace, &c.

YOU will fuffer me to befpeak you as your
Elier Brother in refpelt of Years : And GOD knows
how much I feel of a Fathers Heart toward you.
From-a Child you’ have {at under my Miniflry, and
it is my Honour ‘this Day and great Reward, if
it has ferv’d any way under-the Blefling of CHRIST
to beget you unto CHRIST, to Confrmr you in His
Truths and Wayes, or to Form you for His Service.

YOU
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YOU owe the hichelt Love and utmoft StI'JICL,S
oo the Fomilies of thus Llock, who have fo Ui
,ﬂruﬂn Chofen you to be their Iifor, with as ALY
};«Dreﬂ‘ons of Affe@tion and Efteem as vou could
e -+ or defire in fuch a Cafe. Jle fihqxiell_ in
[~izng them, the Poor as well as the Rich, efpeci.
&]]1; i theu Aglidtions, and bear their Sorrows, aad
]:--*'*our Viiits be L] ful ac all ames. T have :1}“:-1..
N jed you thro the ¢ eareft part ¢t tie Congre;a_
“on, but am {enfible we have mifs'd m: v, lome of
whom we know not where their Habizaricas a e and
fiould be glad to know them chat we may do our
Dutj; to them alfo. They are vour Cliice, GOD
NECINQH) youl Crowsn,

YOU are now in the Vigour of I’ Devose
voor Tiome and Snienuth to GOD,  and {L:engtﬂm
~ Hands as my Dezliie comes on. Tole % Rz
tne TOKRD was clfeir you to badd wp o flie Soefug
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36 AN ORDINATION SERMON,
in cur LORD JESUS. This fhould be your care

under our Mmiffry. We impart to you by the he]
of GOD our Spiritual Gifts, to the End that thyy

His Blefling on our Labours you may be Effablifes,
As ye have therefore received CHRIST JESUS the
LORD, fo walk ye in Him ; rooted and bwlt up 3
Humn, and fabiified 1n the Faich, as ye have been taughe,
Abounding therein with Thank{giving Ior it is 3 |
good thing that the Heart be Eitablithed with Grace,
You need much Grace to do your Duty, to keep
the Faith and finifh your Courfe with Joy. Let
your Profiting appear. Grow in Grace and in the
Knowlege of CHRIST. Let your Faith grow ex.
ceedingly, and the Charity of every One of you
all toward each other Abound ; that we may give
Thanks always to GOD for you, and Glory in vou
in the Churches of GOD. . For now we live if 5
Fand faft m the Faith. And the LORD make you to
mcreafe and abound in love qne towards another
and toward all Men; to the End He may flabl
vour hearts unblameable in Holine[s betore GOD even
our Father, at the Coming of our LORD JESUS
CHRIST with all His Saints.

DOUBTLESS, My Brethren, You find Caufe for
much Humiliation this Day before GOD, that under
:he Means of Grace enjoved by you from your
Youth-up, your Strength in Grace 15 yet {o. {mall,
Wherefore humble your felves together betore the
LORD, and renew your Covenant together to be the
LORD’s People and to walk in His Ways, with 2
more free and fixed Heart all your Days. |

I WOULD Dire& my Exhortation to You joyntly
and feverally, according to the Authorizy with which
CHRIST has vefted me. -
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THE Deacons of the: Church 1 Exhort that they
. Grave, holding the Myftery of Faith 1n a pure
confcience, ruling their Children and their own
qoufes well = for they that have ufed the Office
£ & Dencon viell, purchale to themfelves a good:
Degree, and " great Boldnels in the Faith, which 1s
. CHRIST JESUS. Even fo muft their Wives be
cave, not Slanderers, Sober, Faithful in all things.

YOU that are Rich in this World I Charge fromr

(0D, that you be not High-minded, nor truft in
qertain Riches, but in the Living GOD, wiio
greth us richly all things to Enjoy. That you'
» Good, that you be rich in good Works, rea.
i to Diftribute, willing to Communicate ; laying
ip in Store for your felves a good Foundatien,
e you may lay hold on Lternal Life.

LET the Poor of the Fleck truft in GOD, be Rich
' Faith, and Heirs of the Heavenly Kingdon.

THE Aged Men 1 Exhort, as becomes {ound
Doftrinie, that they be Sober, Grave, "Lemperate,

Swnd in Faith, in Charity, in Patience.

THE 4ged Women likewife that they be in Be.
aviour as becometh Holinefs; not falier Accufers,
wt given to Wine, Teachers of Good things; that
ey may teach the Yourg Women to be Seber. 1o Love
feir Husbands, to Love their Children-; to be
Difcreer, Chafte, Keepiers at Home; Gotd, Obedi<
mt to their Husbands, that the Word of GOD
ie not Bla{phemed.
- HUSBANDS Love- your Wives: as CHRIST Loved
he Church: and ler the Wife fee that fhe Revea
tnce her Husband. - -
F YOU N
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YOUNG Men likewife T Exhort to be Sober Ming.
el ; to be Strong and QOvercome the Evil ope,
Childien, Obey your Parents in all things, for this
is well pleafing unto the LORD. Fathers, bring
up your Children 1 the Nurture and Admonition
of the LORD.  Servamts, Obey in all things your
Mafters according to the Flefh, in Jinglenefs of
ieart, as fearing GOD. Jlaffers give unto your
Servants that which is juft and equal, knowing
that ve al{c have a Mafter in Heaven.,

FINALLY, I put voeu in mind to be Subjed i
Principalities and Powers, ta Obey Magiftrates, and to
be ready unto every good Work ; and Thofe tha
are in AMMiziflracy among us 1 Exhort to approve
themielves the Minifters cf GOD unto us for Good,

AND thus Biethien you fee that you are all of y
I yewr vefeive Diaces and Relations under the Chase
-~ - . . '
of GOD, and need to be Strong 1 Grace to Anfwer
vour QObligations. Be Strong one and another, /
Ssioig il ye Teople of ike Land: As the Prophet fometime
{zid ; and {trengthen the Hands of your Miniiters.

PRIZE the Means of Grace which you do Enjoy,
and diligently attend on GOD’s Ordinances. Be
Strongly Principled, and abide {tedfaltly 1n the
‘Truth. Let not an Indifferent carelef§ Spirit, with 4n
Farthly Worldly one grow upon you. Be not tofled
to and fro, “with every Wind of Dodtrine and
readv to Change. How weak is the Reed Jhaa
with the Wind ! Uiflible as Waser thou fhalt never Encil,

- WATCH over one another in Love. Difcharg
vour Trufts faithfully, whether Publick or Prvaw
ones. Follow after Peace with all Me; anc}_ Hro-
-. linels,
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line(s. Fcllow the things that make for Peace, and
whereby one may Edifie another. L

FINNALLY DBrethren, Iiay for s, that the Word
of the LORD may have free Courfec and be Glo-
rficd.  Receive Him gladly in the LORD whom
vou have Cholen and Called, and whao gives him-
felf this Day unto the LORD and to you. Think
vour felves related to him, and that you may-not
aecently nor jultly call him to Day and leave
hm to Morrow. Efieen him highly in love for
his Works {fake. Keverence and Honour the Gifts
and Graces of GOD in him, Swbmit to Him in
his Office, and acknowledge him as having Rule
over you, and Gbey him in che LORD : as One
that 1s to Watch for your Souls and muft give
an Account, that he may do it with Joy and not
with Grief 5 for that is Unproficable for you.
tuppnd hiny chearfully and honourably in his Work,
for the Labourer is worthy of his Hire. The Pub.-
lick Maintenance alone will not do; Imitate there.
fore the Laudable and indeed Neceffary pra@ice
of thefe Churches, in their private Aflffances to theiy
iuafters. Particularly you may much help him in
derying CHRIST and the Souls of the Poor and
Pions fometimes, if you will pleafe to lodge o
fmadl part of your Yearly Charity in his hands, to
Diftribute 1n his Vifiting the Poor and the Sick.
Be not eafily, fuddenly, caufelefsly ofended at him.
People hure their own Spirits, as well as wound
the Soul of their Minifters when they are fo. Buc
Jand by, aflift and defend him from” Injuries, that.
when “he fees your fliendly faces he may thank
GOD and take Courage. "But above all, "let him
ke you profiting under his Miniitry.  This  will
caren him o in his Work s and to endeavour thae

1S
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1s to be kind to your felves, For his Strength of
Grace 1s for your- Benefit, for your Confolation ang:
Salvation ; a means to make you Strong likewife :
even as your dotng your Duty toward him tends
20 render kHim the Greater Gift of GOD's Grace
to you.

1 HAVE Sincerely lead you into fuch Choicss
which I- tho’t the beft for this Church ; and I thigl,
the People of the Town may truft their Minifters,
that they will faithfully do the like on all: Occafion

GOD' make Him a Great Blefing to You, and
You-to Him. May he have many Seals of his Mi.
niftry among you, and fee you Strong in the
Grace that is in CHRIST JESUS ; His Comfort
and Joy now, and his Crown of Rejoycing in the
Day of CHRIST,
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My, William Cooper,

F. have been already
praying for you, that
it may .pleafe GQD
the Father of Ligbt;?

» £l you with the Abundant Mea-

"r25 of the Gifts and Graces of His

Aoy Spivit: And we have been Ex-

pring and Direéling  you untc

hofe Things whereby you may be

Crrong i1 the Grace that imCHRIST

TESUS.

[T Remains now that we Receive
Fom vou, fome Proofs of the Spirit and
Grace Gf CHRIST in you : {uch as
may be proper to this Great Solem-
5ty before you.

NOW, the firft Requifite 11 8
Gofpel Minifter is, that he be Sound
i» the Faith: that he knows; and
that he firmly Affents to the Truh

Q‘_ -

iy 2 (75



A Confeffion

a5 it in S"ESUS.. This yo_u are tq
preach to Others.

I defire you therefore to Confef;
as in the Sight of GOD, and before
this Great Aflembly, what that Fair)
%, which you truly believe your [elf, ol
folemnly Engage to preach to othess,

ANSWER.

FORASMUCH as the Glorion,
: Tim. 1.1%. Gofpel of the BLESSED GOD
now to be committed to my Truft:
and my Work in the Gofpel will b
1 Thef. 3. 2. to Eftablifh and to Comfort thofe to
whom T am fent concerning thei
Faith: It {feems but Juft and Proper,
that you fhould receive fome Satis-
Gal. 2. 5. fa&ion that the Truth of the Golp:l
| does continue with me ; and that ]
fhould Confefs with my Mouth, thole
Rom.10.9. Things which I believe in my Hea,
and ﬁla_ll put the Brethren in mind

of.
- AND this 1s what T am now abou
¢ Pet.3. 15 ¢5 do with Meeknefs and Fear, fo
far as thro’ Grace, I have attained
in the Knowledge of the M}’ﬁﬁriﬁf
, | R

i



of FAIT H.

of the Gofpel: hoping that the So=

ennity hereof, will fo Imprefs m{

Mind with thefe things, as that |

(hall continve 1n them, and give the ! Tim. 4. 16,
qore earneft heed unto them.

%]

[ Believe toat God s: For the In- Heb. 11. 6.
ifible things of him, from the Crea= Rom. 1. 10,
don of the World are clearly {een,
being underftood by the things that
HE made. | |

BUT touching the Almighty we yop .,
cnnot find him out.

-y
230

THIS is the Meffage which T have y yop, 1. .
ard of him (and I believe it is
Tiee) that GOD is Light, and in
iim 15 1o Darknefs at all 1 But yet
310 us Clouds and Darknefs are
ound about him, and we know not
low to order our Thoughts of him,JQb 37-19:

i dpeech concerning him by reafon
| Darknefs.

[ Believe Incomprehenfibleneff to be

Divine Atribute 5 and thac ’tis only Pro.30.3, 4
0D Himfelf, who fully knows '
tmfelf: T would therefore look in-

y e Revelation which he makes of

* | Elinl'j
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A Confeflion

Himfelf, to know what to beli;
concerning Him.

1 Believe GOD has Reweald {1}
much concerning himfelf, and divine g
Things, as is neceffary for us wf
know.

T moft veadily Acknowiedge the De.k
ficiency of Narwral Lighr, and tiz]
NGC&,{BCY Of Df-'o'.f?.!e RE-'U&LEH'OFZJ th §
aad vs into a True Knowledge ¢f
GOD, our fclves, and the waya
Salvarion. j

!

I Believe Diwine Revelation 13 t0 bﬂ
fourd no where but in the Books o
rhe 04 and New Teffameni. f

Thefe 1 Believe tO be or D
Original and Awtaorizy,

Thefe T would make the Fountaii
from whence to draw all my Know
{edge, the Touch-ftone to which
bring every Doétrine s and whateve*ﬁé
does not agree hereunto T will Res
ject, as not having the Light of Tr}
n 1. My Uﬂd&?'ﬂﬂﬁdﬁﬁg T wouwa ‘-’-’113“

d by B
L.,

:
:
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|
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ofFAITH

e moft Profound Veneration {ubmit

.o the Great Myfreries therein Re-

cealed, nothing doubting, bur that

y: whole U?zde_rﬂmzdi;zg 15 Iﬂﬁm:te;, Plal. 147. ¢,
may Reveal Things too Wonderful

for it to know, too High for it to Plal.139.6
aralfl B0, |

TO Thefe then Tapply my felf to -~ =
know what GOD 1s: And by them
[ fnd, that the LORD our GOD . 15 Deu. 6. &,
iOne LORD, Over all, Blefled for Rom. 9.5.
erer: A Being Selfl-Exiftent, and joh, ¢. «6,
| Seli-Sufhicient 5 the Fountain of all Jam. 1. 17,
Being, Perfedtion, and Bleflednefs ~
from Everlafting to Everlafting ; the il go. =
lame yetlerday, to day, and for ever:
[n his Narure Spiritual, in his Being Joli. 4. 24,
tacomprehenfible, in his Pe?fei‘:ffmg-}_c’%”‘ 7-
\atchlefs and without Compage, = 5 5 *

.

- F'rom Thefe I alfo find, that there is
2 the Uwity of the GOD-head, 2
?‘jﬂii}' of Perfons, diftinguith’d One

rom the Other in their ways of

‘bfiiting, by their perfonal Propers<

uss; and by the different Parts they p

.

Aty yet One in Effence, Equal in g fob, 5. 7o

?'ﬂ ¥ b o e
Yng, Perte&ion and Glory, This
oA

L3
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& A Confeffion i

15 2 Myftery I firmly Believe th:—:ﬂ
Truth of, but awfully Adore
Deph of.

I Believe divine Honours are equa).

ly to be paid to each of thefe e

{fons: that all Men are to honoup

Joh.s. 23. the Son, even as they honour the
Father; and that Perlons are to bz

| Baptized in the Name of the HOLY
Mat, 28, 19, GHOST, as well as of the Fathe
and the dSon.

fHeb. 11. 3. BY Faith I Underffand that thcg
Worlds were framed by GOD. Even
the Heavens of Heavens, where i
the Refidence of his Glory, was
framed by him: And thofe Brigi
Intelligences, who are the Gloriois
Inhabitants thereof, and continually

Colof. 3. 16 ftand in his Prefence, derive theu
Beings from Him.

HIS Almighty Power brought th

lower World into Being; andbs

Gen. 1.5, Wifdom difpos'd all things into thi
Beautiful and Harmonions Order.

N



of FAITH. ‘B
N which Divine Work I RBelient
e Arency and Influence of the Son
nd Holy Spirit: Tor what things
(zver the Father doth, thefe alfo Jeh. 5. 19
torh the Son likewife; and by Bis ey ;. ,.
(wirit, the Eternal Spirit who mov’d
gon the face of the Waters, HeJob 26.13, .
hath Garnifhed the Heavens.

I Believe a GLORIOUS PRO-
\IDENCE eKﬁfCide over and -to- PfaLIog_ 19,
yards all chings : The Thrones and Job. 25. 2.
Domimons above are under its Em-
we; {o are the Devils in the Pit Rev. 2. 20,
clow: It orders and difpofes the .-
Great Affairs of States and King- Pfal. 22, 28,
ioms, and thofe of particular Per- Frov. 29.26-
ons; nor is the moft Infignificant Maz 6. 25,
b, or meaneft Infed, below its 3¢ ‘
criamn Care and Cognizance: No-
ang comes to pafs by chance, but
2 thole Motions and. Evenes; which
0us feetn moft Fortuitous and Ca-.Pro 1435,
al, Ibelieve a divine Difpofal, =

er i mrbing do [ ﬁﬂff il Concern
;'GOD 10 appear more; or His Perfe=
S 10 fhine Brz'gfatéf, than in the
wiimption of Mankind Whigh leads

B

gk
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Cen. 1. 27.
Gal.

. 12,

)

Ifa. 8. 8.
Eph, 2. 3,

A Confeffror

me to the Confefion of many Greati
Truths Relative thereunto,

I Beliewe that GOD tnade Man »
firft Holy and Happy, in his owy
Image, after his Likenefs ; © Entre
““ into a Covenant of life with him,
“ upon Condition of Perfect Obe.
“ dience ; giving to him {uch a ftock
of Grace as might be {ufficient for
him.

THE particular Prohibition with
which He was pleafed to try hs
Obedience was, That he fhou'd nor;
gat of the Tree of Knowledge of!
Good and Evil; againft which he:
did voluntarily offend, by which one.
A& of difobedience, we all are made

. Sinners; thro’ that Offence Judg-

ment is now come upon all to Con
demnation. |

BY this our Perfons are not onl)fi
become Guilty, but our Natures Im-
pure ; and bottt the Guilt and Impus
rity Hereditary, fo as that all who
defcend from Adam, dre Sinms
from the Womb, and Heirs of Wrath

BUT




of FAITH. - 33

pUT I Believe that GOD had
fom all Eternity, Purpofes within
nmfelf, to Glorify the Riches of his 2 Thef 2. 13.
Grace, in the Redemption and Sal-
vation of fome of the loft Children

of Men.

THE Way and Method of which,
[Conceive to be Concerted and Sta-
#d, in an Eternal Counfel of Peace, Zech. 3. 13,
o Covenant of Redemption, wherein Pfal, 89, 3.
each of the THREE {;erfons 1n the
Adorable Trinity did Concur: where-
n appears the Wifdom of GOD in
1 Myftery, even the hidden Wil-; Cor. 2, .-
jom, which GOD ordain’d before
he World unto our Glory.

THEN did the Father lay our
izlp on the Son, as on one that was
Mighty, promifing that his Hand Plal. 89. 19,
hould be with him, and that his **
Arm alfo thould ftrengthen him:
Ihen did the Son voluntarily under- Pfal,40. 8,9,
ke to be 2 Mediator betweed God
ind Man, and in fuch a way as
might fecure the Honour of GOD’s
Holinefs, and the Rights of his Ju-
B2 iticg



T A Confeffion

itla.-@, to bring a certain Numbe

ey, a1 27, (Whofe Names were written iy th.8
Lambs book of Life) into a ftate off

favour with him, and unto Eternyl
ieffednefs: The Ever-Bleffed Spiritf

likewife readily Offering to do by

pau, and to apply Redeeming Gracz)|

to the Souls of the Ele&. |

Accmdmgly I Believe that in the

lenef; of time, the Eternal Word
%‘:;;-1‘3’* was made Pleﬂa, by a Miraculots
A0 “Conception in the Womb of a Vir.

in.

I Believe the Myfterious Union of

if2. 9. 6. the Divine and Humane Nature i
the Perfon of CHRIST, © {o asthat

“He is GOD and Man in Two

“ Diftinct Natures, and One Perfon:

“* for ever. -'

I Believe that He as our Redeemer
executes the threefold Office, ofa
Prophet, of a Prieft, and of a King, -

!

jOh' 3 2 I RC’CBZ"UB bZﬂ‘L’ a5 4 TCﬂCrJE’f (3:’)7.3’?63ﬁﬁ?ﬁfL
GOD, to inftrot Men in the MH
of GOD for their Salvation: He 131
1. the Meflenger of the Covenant, the
= Ialthful and True Wr*nf-"fﬁ,, H:



f FATTH. 3

He# a Merciﬁtz and-a ngtbﬁziﬂjgb Heb, 2. 17,
pref, to make Reconciliation for
e Sins of the People, and to make
[erceffion for the Tranigreflors : Ifa. g3, 1)
He appear’d once to put away Sin by Heb. 9. 25, -
he Sacrifice of himfelf, by which Heb. 1e. 14,
Offering  he hath perfected for ever
em that are Sanctified. And he now Heb, g, 12. 4,
rpears in the Prefence of GOD for 2s.
< making continual Interceffion, in
the virtue of that Satisfaction, which
2 once for all dyed to make.

And He u a Prieff upor his Throne,

ind he fhall bear the Glory, and fhall Zecy, 6. 13,
irand rule upon his Throne.

I Believe that as he was delivered
or our Offences, fo he 7ofe again for
our Juitification s He was dead, but
i alive, and lives for evermore,

Rom. 4. 25,

Rev. 1. 18&.

I Believe that He afterwards Afcen-Joh. 20. 17,
od up into Heaven, and is now

tated on the right hand of the

Throne of the Majefty in the Hea-

wns: Angels, Authoritys, & Powers Heb, 8. 1;
eing made Subje to him; and the
Adminiftration of the Kingdom of
frovidence put into his Hands, 3




Joh.16.7,13.

Yoh. 14. 16,
17,

Joh. 3. 3.

Rom. 3. 1.

Rom. 3. 24.

A Confeffion

I Believe that after He Afcendeq}
on high, he {ent forth the HOLY}
SPIRIT, to carry on and effedtuate)
his Mediation for GOD with Men,
and to abide with his Church for
ever. -

L - =...I II“I_‘

This HOLY SPIRIT is fent forth
into the hearts of the Ele&, to work]
in them every Gracious 2nd daving

Difpofition and Qualification.

I Believe the Neceflity of a Clange.
in the Nature of all thofe who are
made Heirs of Eternal Life: They:
muft be born again, and made Par-:
takers of 2 New and Divine Nature;;
muft have their Minds enlightn'd,
their Wills perfwaded, and thei!
Souls purified, which can be effected:
only by the Immediate Operations:
of the Bleiled Spirit.

There is a Change alfo in th;
State of Thefe: They are brought
out of a State of Guilt and Condem-
nationr, into a State of Pardon and
Juftification ; are accepted with
GOD, and accoupted Rightcous lifl:
i




of FAIT H. ¥§
tis fight, thro’ the Righteoulnels of Phil. 3. g.
e Adtive and Paflive Obedience of
CHRIST, Imputed to them, and
peceivid by Faith of GOD’s own Eph. 2. 8,

Operation.

I Beliewe that the Saints of GOD
full perfevere in Holinefs, and never
aally fall away ; that He who has
gun 2 good Work in them, will Fhil. 1. 6,
erform 1t unto the day of JESUS

(HRIST. All that were given to |
he Son, in the Eternal Covenant of Joh. 6. 37,

Redemption, fhall come to him, and 72

wone fhall be able to pluck them out

of his Hands, but he will keep them 1 Pet. 1.
oy his mighty Power, againit that

ity when they fhall be called for,

mnd not one of them fhall be wan-

ing, but each prefented faultlefs, Jude 24
zfore the Prefence of his Glory.

il

I Beliewe that at Death, the Souls
i Believers, are made Perfedt in Holi—Heb. 12. 23
¢, and do enter into Glory and Blef- .
ldneff, while their Bodys being Uni- 1 Thell 4. 14,
¢d to CHRIST, do {weetly reft in -
heir Graves, tll the Refurretion.
e that the Spities of the Wigked,
are




i6

Jude 6.

Mat. 38. 20. have g Church.in the World, and | in|

Plal. 22. 30, gccounted to himi for a Generauon.

E‘Eph

Mat. 23. 8. none elfe has Power over our Faith,
2 Cor. 1. 24,

Eph. 4.8.11, own Houfe, appointed the Offices in

3%

Rom. 4 13. Lord’s-Supper, which are as Seals

Joh

far. 28,

‘g

- -
™ ‘." o &

d, X

9. l\am@ of the Father, of the Son, 20t

A CMf effion

are I '{efcr»fed in Chains of Darknef

unto the Judgment of the Gpegl
Day.

I Believe that Chrift will Iwa;:,

1t a Seed that will ferve him, and pe

I Beliewe that CHRIST is the aloye
King and Head of his Church, dnd thy

or Dominion over our COnfCIEHCPS !

And that he has as LORD over h]al

it, and the Qua lifications, Durys and
Prlvﬂeges, of thefe who fhall {uftain |
them ; and alfo the feveral parts OIE
n1s Warfh 9, which are to be kep:
pure and entire, as they were del:
verd to us.

There ave but tivo Sacraments of e

New Teffament, Baptilm and the

of the Covenant of Grace: The]

former is the Initiating Seal, wherein
by being Wathed with Watm; in the

(,1



of ¥ A'I T H. 17

fthe Holy Ghoft, we are {olemnly

Admirced into the Vifible Charch,

i Confecrated to the Service of Gal. 5. 27
+o Living JEHOVAH. The latter

5 appointed  for our Growth and
Fheblithment in Grace, wherein by Joh. 6. ss;
(reaking of Bread, and pouring out 57

of Wine, and folemnly giving and

eeiving the fame, the Death of
CHRIST is fhewn forth, and the 1 Cor, 10.16;
Benefics thereof convey’d to.every

withy Receiver. In thele and other

he appointed Means of Grace and

Holinefs, we are to continue {tedfaft, Ags ». 44
il the Afcended Redeemer comes £ Cor. 11. 26,

27911

I look for the Second Coming of onr Ads 1. 11,
Lird Jefus Chrift, when he will be

wsal'd from Heaven with his migh-

7 Angels in flaming fire, to take 2 Thef. 1.7
yengeance on them that know not 8, 2o
GOD, ard have not Obeyed his

Golvels bur to be Glorified 1n his

aaines, and Admird in all them chat

Tﬂlfﬂ‘;.
. ie . 2 ‘ 7
| Believe the Refarrection of the Deady AN 24 15

ehoof the Juft and of the Wnjuft,
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Joh. 5. 24,

Mat. 10. 32,

Mat. 25. 34.

Plal, 9. 17.

Rey, 21. 6,

Tit. 3. S,
=T, 3.

14. 1 have learned them.

A Confeflion _
in order to a final Judgment s ok

that CHRIST has Authority to e
cute this Judgment. ?'

1 Believe that in the Great Day,}
the Righteous fhall be openly Ac
knowledged and Acquited, and py
into the poﬁ"cfﬁon of the Kinedon|
prepar ed for them, from the founca '
tion of the World: While the Wicked!

{hall be turned into Hell, with all the!
Nations that forget GOD E;

Thefe Scyings ave faithful and Tine:;

~ Thefe (by the help of God) I fhall

afirmi conftantly, knowing of whom

T e

My Apprehenfion of thefe Thing ,i
1 muft Confefs to be but Imperfec..
and Confus'd; but it fhall be my;
Prayer to the Father of Lights, that

my Knowledge may grow up to the
Riches of the full Affurance of Un:

. derftanding, in the Myftery of GOD;,

gven of the Father, and of CH RI:T ,

Qu @{%"



of FAITH Ig

QUESTION 1L

S IR,

IET L have feen one Prosf of CHRIST
W {peaking in you. Hold faft this Form of
wmd Words, in Taith and Love which is in
it Jefus. Take heed unto thy felf and to
iy Doctiine 5 for in {o doing, thou fhalt both
we thy {elf ana them that hear thee.

Neverthelefs, it is not Eno’ barely that you
2 Orthodox and Knowing in the: Tvuth; but
on muft fee to it, that your Ends be right, in
cor undertaking the Minifterial Office, and
i Paftoral Charge,

Wherefore let me further Ask you,

Vhat are the Ends, Aims and Motives, which
) Incline you to Enter into this Holy Calling, and
jwhich you purpofe to Govern your [elf in it ?

ANSWER

I am very fenfible that T muft fee to it, that
Y dims aud Ends be right and good, if I
o C2 | wou'd



ye y Corfefion

wou'd Approve my {elf to GOD, and be A §
cepted of him ; and that if T am Inﬂuencd by ,§
any Selfifh or Carml Views, even my Sacred f
Performances will be thereby debaled and pro-§
phanﬁd I am alfo lenfible that COIILIp" Glancss
are but 00 Natural ; bue thjs I hope I can fay, |
rhat whatever of the fe there may be, I donotl

allow them, I do Renounce them ; and that|
[ wor'd make the Adwvancement of the Common Ii.|
rereffs of Chrifts Kmr:rz}om and the Commaon Salvas

1i0% 0 precions Sauh, toe Governing Defign of m
Minifry.

QUESTION IIL

The End and Reafons which you have men-
tioned, are truly Noble and E\cellent and fuch
45 Odght to Influence you 1n vour whole Con-

duct. Great glfo is the Difhiculty of puriumg'

them {t2ddily, and of ading up unto them i
any {uitable manner.

Have you then Confider'd {enounfly, Re
folv’d and determin’d upon thofe Rules i

Methods tor your own Condudt, bOth in Public
and in Privaie, a5 2 C/J;zﬁm anfl a M,

b]
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ty which you hope in fome meafure to anfwer
ond reach unto thofe Great and Worthy

ENDS propofed by you?
ANSWER.

I am {cnfible that the Aimiffer implies the
Ciriffian, and that the good EffeGs of my Mi-
qiftry apon Others, does in a great meafure
izoend upon the Holinefs of my own heart and
lifz: T wou’d therefore take beed to my [elf, and
ken my own Vineyard ; and firft feek after am
Txperience of the Work of Grace in my own
soul, and to exhibic the Power of it in my owny
Lie. The Word of GOD I wou'd make the
rule of my whole Behaviour and Converfa-
ti(}n; that fO I may be ax Emmple to the Belicvers
n Word, in Converfation, in Faith, in Love, in
Humility, in Purity and Gravity, and may give
o Offence in any thing, that the Miniftry be
it olamed, '

As a Miniffer T fhall endeavour to perform

2l Minifterial Duties and Labours, both public
and private.

[ am fenfible (God make me more {o) of my

WA Deficiency in Knowledge as well as Grace I



22, Confeffiorn

I therefore purpofe to give my felf to Reading
Meditation, Prayer, and diligent Study, efpacl i
allv" of the Holy Scrlptmes, which are ablg
make the Man of GOD throughly furnifh’d.

The Truths of the Golpel T will Endeavoy
faithfully to difpence, and not keep back any
part of the Counfel of GOD.

The Laws of the Gofpel T will Inculeats
and Enlorce.

Againft Siz in every Inftance of it, T wil
faithtully witnef.

To every pamu..lar Perfon T will, as Tan
able, give their Porticn in due fe'ﬂon

The Worfhip and Inftitutions of Chriit, I
fhall Endeavour to obferve in the Purity of them,
according to s Holy Word ; and to Maintai
and Exercife that Holy Difcipline which he
nas Infticuted 1n his Church without partiality,

But concerning what I fhould do, if Trouble
nd Perfecution  fhould arife becaufe of the
Word, T would be very Jealous over my felt;
yet | trhﬁ that thro’ the Power of Chrift f@ﬁhlﬂ
apon me, 1 fhall be Enabled 1o {ufﬂn for the

Truth, yea to feal it with my blood, rathgr than
="""‘tray it, | ¢
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70 move and quicken me to all which, I
fall Endeavour to affe® my {felf with the
worth of Immortal Souls, and the Danger of
my own 3 to get and preferve an awful fenfe
of the bonds of GOD upon e, and the ftrict-

-ofs of that Account which I muft fhortly give
1p Lo the cbief S/Jcpberd at bz Appem‘frzg.

Thefe Purpofes and Refolutions T would
make- in an humble Reliance on the Grace of
GOD, in 2 fenfe of my own Infufficiency 3
sking the Prayers of the Minifters and People
of GOD for me, that I may find Mercy and
Grace to be faithful herein unto the Death,

'QUESTION IV.

This isa good Profeffion of holy Refolusions
wiore many Witnefles. Our Prayers to the
0D of all Grace are for you, that you may
¢ Enabled to perform. Remember awfullys
ut Thefe are {o many boly Fows with which
ot have bound your Soul,

To Conclude then, Do you sn the Prefence of
v0D, dugels and Men, freely Deditate, and entire-
[ give vp gour [elf s0 the LORD FESUS in the



24 A Coufeffron, &c.

Work of te MEF}J']E?:}'J :chcelf.‘rfr»fg of the Call 'w.-’;z'f
s hawe Received from this Churcn and Congregativ
and promifing by the Help of GOD, to difcharge 1§
Office of a Daffor umto them as jour partic§
Charge, and as the Ilock over, whom the Hif
Ghuff makes jou an Overfeer 3 Altho™ you ared
e Ordain’d a2 Minfter in the Cathdic Vi
Church of our LORD JESUS.

ANSWE R,

¥ do: Befeeching them to comtinue to [frive tog?g;
er with me in Prayers to GOD for me,

We fhall proceed then to the fetting yo:
apart in the Name of the LORD, by Pray
and Tmpofition of the Hands of the Presbytery, acco:
ding to the Direction of the Golpel.
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