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DAVID SCHENCA, 255

DAVID SCIIENCEK, NORTI[ CAROLINA.
(1835- ——)

Born in Lincolnton, North Carolina, Mareh
24, 1835, of Swiss extraction. Ilis ancestors,
who were HXennonites, having been  banished
for religious opinions, came to Lancaster, PPenns
sylvania, in 1709, and his great grandfather,
Michael Schencek, immigrated to North Carolina
about 1790. Mr. Schenck was educated at the Tigh
School of Silas €, Lindslay, an eminent scholar,
studied law with Honorable Haywood €. Guion, and
oraduated at the Law School of Chief Justice R. M.
Pearson, beginning practice in 1857,  In 1858 he was
solicitor of Gaston county, and in 1860, of Lincoln
county. Ilewas the youngest delegate in 1861 to the
State convention which passed the ordinance of se-
cession,  Was elected Judge of the Superior Court of
North Carolina, in 1874, and rode nearly all the State
circuits and gained an enviable reputation as a jurist,
At double bis judicial salary, he became General
Counsel, 1881, of the Richmond and Danville Railroad

syndicate, supervising a thousand miles of road.
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While in this position he was tendered the Justice-
ship of the Sroveme Court of the State, but declined

it.
As a criminal lawyer, in the early part of his life,

he 1ned so large a practice that hie was obliged
to ltinit it - his physical capacity. Iiis argument

1n the State supreme Court on the Constitutionality
of thie Btates regulating freight rates, stamord him as
a profound thinker and, at once, put him 1n the front
rank oi ¢ orvation lawyers, Ilis practice in that
court has been large and lucrative, and his opinions

are received with the greatest consideration. Ile 18

also an author, publishing in 1889, “North Carolina
1790-81,” a historical velume of five hundred pages,
and in 1884, “Railroad Law in North Carolina,” the
edition being quickly exhausted. Ile 1s now consult-
ing counsel of the Richmond and Danville Railroad
system, and president of the “Guilford Battle Ground
Company.” In 1878 the University of North Carolina
couferred upon him the degree of LL.. D., and various
historical societies in the Union have elected him as
honorary member. In church relations he is an ar-

dent Episcopalian, and devout in his duties as a

Christian and churchman.



