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S E R M O N

PROVERBS, xiv. 34.

Righteonfuefs exalteth a nation,

HERE 1s no fubje& on which li-
bertines thow more inconfiftency,

than on what regards the advan-

tages derived from religion to civil {ocie-
ty. When their defign 1s to vindicate their
open contempt of its principles, and vio=
lation of 1ts precepts, they fail not to re-
prefent 1t as a burden both intolerable and
unneceflary, and which, without yielding
any benefit that can be called a compenfa-~
tion for {o great a {acrifice, requircs a de-
gree of {elf-denial that nearly approaches
to a renunciation of liberty, On the o-
| A ther
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ther hand, when they attempt to account
for its origin, and the univerfality of its
recention i fome form or other through-
out the world, they conftantly recur to the
arts of politicians, who have {een the ab-
{olute neceflity of this expedient for keep-
ing the people 1n fubjection, and adding
anthority to thewr laws, They do not {feem
to advert, that theie pleas are incompatible
vith cach other; and that, 1n regard at
le dt to the utility of religion, they con-
fefledly oppofe the common {enfe of man-
kind; fince they exhibit the leaders, and
lawgivers, 1 every nation, as concurring,
though not by concert, 1n the conviction,
that without the reverence of fome power
fupertor to human, man would be ungo-
vernable.  Yet the belief of the extftence
and agency of fucli a power 1s, on other
occaltons, treated with- ridicule by thofe
fages, and reprefented as a principle not
only ufelefs, but extremely cumberfome,
And if; upon reitection, any of them re-
Jax a hittle on this article, and admit that
1t may be of uic, that the grofs of man-
kind believe the fupermtendency of a fu-
preme being over the atfairs of the world,
particularly over the allions of men, they

ought
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ought doubtleis to account thofe peifons
bad citizens as well as infidels, who by
their practice, converfation, or writings,
attempt to undermine iucih ufcful prin-
ciples, and, as far as in them lies, to loofe
the bands which, by giving additional
firength to focial duties, bind men more
clofely to one another.

Though 1t were cafy to demonﬁlafc
both flom the nature of the thing, and
from the moft authentic hiftory, that reli-
gion neither 15, nor could have been, {as
{fome have profanely reprefented it), a {tate-
device for keeping the people in awe; 1t
muft be owned, that the neceflity thercot
for preferving the peace and order, and
for promoting the happinefs of {ocial life,
was very early obferved, and has been uni-
verfally acknowledged. But, as there may
be fome, who, though they admit the fact
n general, may not clearly perceive the
connection, and confequently may not be
iuthciently fortified againft the cavils of
infidelity and {cepticifm, new fo common,
1 purpofe at this time to lay before vou
fome of the principal arguments whereby
religion 1s proved to be of the utmoft im-

A 2 DOTtance
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portance to the {ccurity and well-being of
civil {ociety.,

This happy tendency of the religious
charadter to advance national proiperity,
15, 1 my judgement, the {entiment in-
tended to be conveyed by Solomon 1n my
text : RNighteoufnefs exalteth a nation.  Lor
though, by the word rivhteonfue/s, {fome-
times no more 15 meant than the virtue of
guflice, 1t much oftener in {cripture-lan-
guage - denotes ° the confcientious obfer-
“ vance of our duty refulting from the
¢ fear of God, and, in this acceptation,
1s equivalent to the term refzrion,  Now
to the prevalence of tlus principle, the wile
King of Irael afcribes, in a great meafure,
the ﬂourlﬂnng {tate of a nation or polity.
To 1iluftrate his fentiment is the {cope of
the prefent difcourfe,

c 2liz, "How s religion conducive to the
1'1“':‘1“10 a and felicity of the body-politic
“or nation?’ 1 anfwer, It conduces to this
end 1n thele four different ways: by the

4

tendency and extent of 1ts laws; by the na-
ture and 1mportance of 1ts functions; by
the afliftance which it gives to the civil
powers, both 1 {ecuring fidelity, and in
difcovering truth ; and by the pofitive en-

forcement
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forcement of equity and good government
on the ralers, and of obedience and-{fub-
miflion on the people.  Let 1t be obferved,
that though, 1n this difcourie, T {peak of
religion 1 general, I am always to be un-
deritood as referring to the Chriftian reli-

oion in particular, It s indeed true, that
even thofe religions, 1f we may call them
{fo, many or moft of whoie tundamental
principles are erroneous, may, in a politi-
cal view, be confidered as beneficial, and
infinitely preferable to Atheifm, or total
ih) rchgmn yet 1t is certain, that in thus as
well as 1n other more 1mportant refpects,

no form of {uperftition can bear to bc
compared with that religion which alone
oreatelt
cood of mankind, both temporal and eter-
nal, for 1ts object,

I proceed to malke a few oblervations,
and your time will admit but a few, on
the four heads of difcourfe now mention-
ed. They are fo many topics of argu-

has God {for its author, and the

ment, by which the great truth contained
in my text, That richteonfucfs, or true and
pratical religion, exalteth a nation, 1s at
once both explained and evinced.
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I Tbegin with thowing, that religion
conduces to the welfare of the communi-
ty, by the tendency and extent of its
laws,

Concerning the tendency of the laws of
the Chriftian inftitution, 1t is impoflible
for an mtelligent perfon to doubt, that it
1s to promote the happinefs of human {o-
ciety. The whole of praftical religion 1s
{fummed up by the great author and finifher
of our faith in two fundamental precepts ™.
The firf? enjoins us zo love God with all our
heart, and with all our foul, and with all our
mind, ‘'The fecond, which 1s like to the
firft, and founded on it, enjoins us to love
our mewwhbour as ourfelves. The Apoftle
Paul accordingly has, with great propriety,
comprehended all {ocial duties in the lat-
ter of thefe precepts. Owe no man any
thing, {ays he 1, but to love one another ;
for be that loveth another, bath fulfilled the
law. For this, Thou [halt not comnnt adul-
terys Thou [halt nat kull; Thou [halt not

Sfieal; Thou [halt not bear falle witnefsy Thou

fhalt not covety and if there be any other
commandment, it s bricfly comprehended

* Matth, xxil, 37, 38, 39. 40. + Rom, xiii, 8. 9. 10,

this
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s faying, namely, Thou fhalt love thy
ncighbour as thyfelf.  Love worketh no 1l to

his neighbour; therefore love is the fulfilling
of the law. To the {ame purpofe our

blefled Lord * has comprifed all the duties
incumbent on every man to every other,
under this excellent moral maxim, What/fo-
ever ve would that men fhonld do to you, do
ye even fo to them : jfor this, he adds, is the
laww and the prophets. 1t would be mif-
{pending time to attempt to prove, that the
{irit oblervance of thele precepts would
both prevent the greateft evils which dif-
turb the peace of fociety, and would con-
duce, 1n the higheift degree, to promote
mutual confidence, harmony, and good-
will, among fellow-citizens. This is a
truth {o evident; that; as faras I can learn,
1t has never been denied cr difputed by a-
ny. It has only been regretted, that we
have fo few examples of the influence of
precepts o meflably important and divine,
But this very regret umplics a conviction,
or rather is a confeflion of their ooodnefs,
and of the happy efiect which religion

muft have on {ociety, where-cever 1t meets
with a fuitable reception.

* Mauh, vin 12,
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I include under this head not only the
tendency, but the extent of the laws of re-
ligion. In regard to their tendency, there
1s a manifeft co-operation witn the muni-
cipal laws ot zall well-governed councries,
whercby tire perfons, the hves, the liberty,
and the property, of the people, are {ecu-~
red from unjuit 1mvabon or attack, But
in point of extent, the difference lies here.
It is the aim of rehigion to remove the cau-
{es of thofe calannties by which fociety 1s
injured, wintlt hunea laws reach only
the'r deftraébive confequences, Thele crop
the weeds, but the other placks them up
by the roots. The ouly things which are,
or can be, fubject to man’s jurifdiction, are
what we call overi alls, that is, external
and difcoverable aQions; the principles of
the heart, out of which are the iffues of
fife, are fulject to God’s jurifdicuion, and
to it only. T ere s a we.knefs or imper-
feCion inherent in the former, and mcu-
rable, Inafmuch as it neceflanly refults
from the mmperiection of human know-
ledge and of human power. It 1s {olely
by the influence of religion, that this defi-
ciency can, in any meafure, be {upplied,

When the divine teftimony 15 received with
faith
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faith and love, 1t applies medicine to the
{piritual difeafes, and gives health and vi-
gour to the foul. Human laws, for the
protection of peace and good order in {o-
ciety, may concur with the divine law *
in {aying, Thou fhalt not commt adultery;
but it is only the word of God * that

teacheth us, That whofocver looketh on a
~woman to luff after ber, hath already com-
mitted adultery with ber . bis beart, By
the former, indeed, we are commanded to
do no murder: From the latter  we learn,
that whofocver bateth bis brother is, in
God’s account, a murderer. It {uits the
language even of human lawgivers to fay,

“ Thou fhall not fteal:” But it belongs
peculiarly to the divine authority || to add,

Thou fhalt not covet. 'This charater of r¢-
ligion, under the title of * the word of
“ God,” is admirably well delineated by
the author of the epiftle to the Hebrews.
The word of God, {ays he *¥ s quick and
powerful, and Sharper than any two-edged
Jword, piercing even to the dividing afunder
of Joul and [pirit, and of the joints and mar-

®* Exod, xx. 14,  + Math. v, 28. 1 r Johnii. rs.
| Exod, xx, 17. ** Hcb, iv. 12,

B rQwW,
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row, and 15 a difcerner of the thoughts and
antents of the beart.

Thus it 1s evident, that religion, 1n re-
{pe@ both of the falutary tendency of its
precepts, and of their extent, as reaching
to the purifying of the heart, muft, where-
foever it is believed, conduce greatly even

to the temporal happmefs and ﬁoun{hmg
{tate of the community.

11, T proceed, in the fecond place, to
{how, that religion eminently promotes the
fame end by the nature and importance of
its fanctions, the rewards which it promi-

{es, and the punifhments which it threat-
ens.

It has been often pleaded, on this topic,
and fometimes with an air of triumph,
that though the fanétions of human laws
are but temporal, and thofe of religion
moftly eternal ; yet as the former are vifi-
ble and more 1mmediate, and the latter
invifible and more remote, the former have
incomparably greater influence on the ge-
nerality of men than the latter, But were
we to admuit this as a fact, 1t does not o-

verturn my argument. In every ftatute of
man which does not contradi&t the com-

mandment
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mandment of God, religion leaves the hu-
man and Jegal fanctions to operate with
their full force upon 1ts votaries. If its pe-
culiar fanctions are admitted to be of any
weight at all, (and 1t can hardly be thought
that they will not weigh with fome), they
are juft {o much weight fuperadded to the
other, and contributing to the fame end,
the public welfare.

But as to the comparative influence of
the two kinds of f{anctions, thofe of reli-
gion and thofe of the legiflature, it ap-
pears to beft advantage when the laws of
religion and the laws of the ftate, unfor~
tunately run counter to each other. This
was actually the cafe of the primitive Chri-
ftians, when Chriftianity was perfecuted,
and the very profeflion of it declared cri-

minal. Were there not {fome, were there
not even multitudes, who then {howed the
infinite {uperiority of its {anctions over all
that human art and malice could fet in op-
pofition to them? Were there not then
thofe whofe conduét demonftrated, that
they had thoroughly imbibed that great
leflon given by their mafter, * Be not a-

* Luke %11, 4. 3.

B 2 ﬁ' ‘A z'.:;f
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fraid of them that Iull the body, and after
that bave no more that ihey can do.  But fear
him, which, after he bath killed, bath power
to caft mto hell?  Were there not then thofe
who thowed, in the moft convincing man-
ner, that the lively hope of a glorious 1m-
mortality can {urmount the horror of in-
{tant death, accompanied with ignominy
and torture? Religion and the {tate were
then at variance. And though the conflict
was purely defenfive on the part of the
former, and what, to judge after the man-
ner of men, we {hould pronounce very un-
equal, inafmuch as fhe never, even in {elf-
defence, employed the arm of flefh, thofe
earthly weapons which were fo cruelly u-
fed againft her, her patience and perfeve-

-ance were at length crowned with vitory,
and notmthﬁandmg her many difadvan-
tages, the triumphed over all oppofition,
Now 1f religion was then, though a paf-
five, yet {o formidable an adverfary, when
forced, againft her natural bent, to take an
adverfe part, have we not reafon to believe,
that when, 1 conformity to her native
difpofition, fhe is engaged in the fame

caufe, {he will prove an adtive and a power-
ful ally ?

But
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But it is not barely by the addition of
the {fanétions of heaven, hell, and eternity,
to thofe of the municipal laws, founded in
the principles of natural juflice, that reli-
gion co-operates with the civil powers,
promoting the {fame end, the peace of {o-
ciety; there are many cafes wherein the
{anétions of the latter have no influence at
all, whilft thofe of the former operate with
all their force. * ltis a very imall mat-
“ ter,” {aid an ancient Heathen™®, “ to be
“ good in the legal fenfe.,” The reafon is,
thofe tran{greflions which come under the
cognifance of human tribunals, muft be
in a particular manner circumitanced, fo
as to be comprehended 1n the precife defi-
nition which the legiflature has adopted.
Hence it happens, as every judicious per-
fon will admit, that a man may be noto-
rioufly a confummate villain, a difobe-
dient fon, an unnatural father, a cruel
hufband, a tyrannical mafter, a litigious
neighbour, and in every refpect a bad ci-
tizen, whom neverthelefs no human laws
can reach. Nor 1s there a poflibility of
redrefling this grievance 1n any polity,
but by what would prove a ftill greater

* Exignum eft quiddam ad legem bonuim efle,  Senmecs.

orievance,
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prievance, by conferring on magiftrates
and judges fuch a latitude of difcretionary
power as would render them quite arbitra-
ry. The cafe 1s very different with the
fanctions of religion, which always regard
the motive, the difpofition, and the inten-
tion of the agent, more than the outward
circumftances of the ation.

Further, though the crime fhould be
fuch as to fall exaltly under the defcrip-
tion of the law;. 1t may be {o fecretly com-
mitted as to elude the eye of even the moft

vigrlant magiftracy; and where, 1n that
“cafe, is the curb againft the blackeft guilt,
if none 1s to be found in religion? Our
judges, being men, are neceflarily weak
and imperfet. They require informa-
tions, the examination of witnefles, and o-
ther forts of evidence. In religion, the
fame juft; omnifcient, and all-perfect be-
ing, 1s both the witnefs and the judge.
How admirably is the firength of this
motive illuftrated in the ftory of Jofeph ?
He {eems to have been fecure from all hu-
man dete@ion. DBut he well knew, that
there was a witnels greater than man, from
whofe all-feeing eye 1t was impoffible he

fhould be {creened. Hsw can I do this
grmf
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great wickednefs, {aid he *, and fin againg
God ?
It is but too evident, that 1n this licen~

tious age we have few fuch examples. But
what does the fmallnefs of the number e-

vince? Not the want of efficacy in the
fan&ions of religion to prove a check on
mens actions, but the want of religion a-

mongft us to fupply by its fanttions a
check on ours. It does not refute the po-
fition of the Royal Preacher 1, that 4y the

bleffng of the upright the city 15 exalted ;
it only fhows, that there are few upright

in the city to exalt and blefs it. Religion

operates {olely by faith. It has no influ-
ence on any, farther than it is believed,

We cannot then wonder, that, in thofe
walks of life wherein fcepticifm and infi-

delity abound, we fhould find the utmoft
diffolutenefs of manners., We might juft-
ly wonder, were it otherwife, A corrupt
tree cannot produce good fruit, no more
than a good tree can produce evil fruit,
What diabolical pains and afliduity have
not fometimes been employed, efpecially
among thofe of fuperior rank, to extirpate

? Gen, x3xix, Q. + Prov. xi, 11.

every
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every, religious principle from the minds of
females, whofe more delicate fenfibility
renders them more fufceptible than men,
of the influence of religion? And what
has been the confequence of this, which is
indeed the worft fpecies of debauchery?
~ In too many fuch an open difregard to the
moft facred engagements, fuch fhamelefs
profligacy as, 1n that fex, was without ex-
ample in this country in former ages. But
thofe men have no title to complain of the
effets, who, by their diffolute example,
and {till more by their 1mpious converfa-
tion, have proved the principal caufe of the
evil,

. Again, where 1s the check but from the
fan&ions of religion, on thofe defpotic
princes who have raifed them{elves by their
arms, or have been raifed by a fervile peo-
ple, above all law and controul? To fuch
men religion, and religion only, can be of
power enough to curb the violence of the
paflions. And where there 1s no religion,
there 1s no reftraint. Every confiderate
perfon will admit, that the conclufion form-
¢d by Abraham *, that there could be nq

* Gen xx, 11,

{ecu rity



fecurity for his wife’s perfon, or his own
life, againit the unbridled defires of an ar-
bitrary prince, who might do what he
pleafed, was a juft and natural conclufion
from the principle alfumed by him, That
there was no fear of God in that place.

For, let 1t be obferved further, that re-
ligion 1s not entirely without influence, e-
ven on thofe who are not intitled to be
called religious. It deters from the com-
miflion of crimes, by 1ts threatenings, thofe
whom its charms have not allured to the
practice of virtue, An excellent illuftra-
ftration of the influence of religion, in the
cafe of abfolute monarchs, 1s given by a
late writer of great genius and penetration.

“ A prince who loves religion, and fears it,
1s a tame lion, which yields to the hand
that {trokes him, and to the voice that
{foothes him, IHe who fears religion,
and hates 1t, 15 an untamed lion, which
bites the chain that reftrains him from
throwing himfelf upon the paflengers.
He who has no religion, 1s that terrible
animal, unfubdued and at large, which
1s not {enfible of his liberty, but when

99

he tears 1n pieces and devours *.
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* De I'Efp:it des Loix, liv. xxiv, ch, 2.
C Permit
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Permit me to add on this head, that
though the principal {fanctions of religion
are future and eternal, thefe are not its on-
ly fanétions, There are fome which are pre-
{entand temporal. Theapprobation and the
reproach of confcience; a belief in the fu-

perintendency of providence, in the courfe
of which God 1s often pleafed to defeat the
fecret machinations of the wicked, making
the mifchiet intended for another to return
upon the head ot the contriver; and not
leldom to bring unexpeltedly to light the
hidden things of difhonefty, to the dif-
grace of thofe who were the perpetrators,
are, though regarding the prefent life on-
ly, not to be confidered as entirely without

effelt,

Thus I have fhown, in the {econd
place, that religion promotes the peace
and profperity of the nation, by the na-
ture and importance of 1ts fanctions.

I I maintain, thirdlv, That it promotes
the fame end, by the aid which 1t gives to
the civil powers, both in {fecuring fidelity,

and 1 difcovering truth.,
Mens convi@tion of the weaknels of ail

human ties, when oppofed to {fome power-
ful inducement from intereft, ambition, or
{en{uality;
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fenfuality; their confcioufnefs how little,
in cafe of {uch a competition, faithfulnefs
could be fecured by any promife, or vera-
city by any proteftation, has made them
univerfally borrow help from religion, to
furnifh them with an additional {ecurity
in aid of human engagements and allega-
tions. Hence the origin of oaths, not on-
ly of fidelity to a truft, and of allegiance,
but alfo 1n matters of evidence, 1n bearing
teftimony, both in civil caufes and in cri-
minal. Now an oath 15 in fa&t a {olemn
appeal to God, who knows all things, who
has diftinguifhed himfelf by the title of
the God of truth, and who 1s the avenger
of all deceit and wickednefs, By conne&t-
ing with the athirmation a declared fenfe
of the divine prefence and juftice, a lie is
loaded with the guilt of 1mpiety; and that
which would otherwife have been confi-
dered, though unjuftly; as but a venial
trefpafs, a flight departure from the duty
we owe to others, 1s viewed 1n the more

atroctous light of an affront to the Majefty

of Heaven, whofe omnifcience appears to
be direétly mnfulted, and whofe omnipo-

tence appears to be defied.
I do indeed moft readily admit, that as
i every lie there is an infringement of the
C 2 3w
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law of God, a confcientious man will,
from motives of piety as well as juftice, be
reftrained from it. He knows, that all
fins whatever, even thofe called fins of the
{econd table, which are committed more
diretly againft his neighbour, {trike ulti-
mately againft God the {upreme legiflator,
of whofe law they are the violations ; and
for this reafon 1 {hould not hefitate to pro-
nounce of a truly good man, that his
word 1s equivalent to his oath. But, a-
las! we have too much reafon to think,
that this integrity is not fo common as
might be withed. How far it 1s, where
found, to be attributed to a {enfe of reli-
gion, 15 {ubmitted to the candid and ju-
dicrous; but, in regard to the bulk of
mankind, we may fafely athrm, that tho’
religion meets not with that reception
which can impower it to influence the
whole tenor of their condud,yit fo far
imprefles their 1magination as 1s fufhicient
for reftraining them from the perpetration
of crimes, efpecially {uch crimes as are u-
niverfally accounted the moft flagitious.
Now 1n this number perjury 1s always
clafled. If then even this weak impreffion
of a power {fuperior to human, this very

imperfect
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imperfe® degree of the fear of God, were,
by the univerfal prevalence of that A-
theifm, and contempt of religion, which
are vifibly making rapid progrefs amongft
us, and already infecting the lower clafles
of men, (if it were, I fay), totally banifh-
ed the land, 1t may be referred to the de-
termination of thofe whom worldly con-
fiderations only can affe®t, whether this
event, which appears {o defirable to many,
would conduce to the honour and purity
of our families, the fecurity of our pro-
perties, liberties, and lives. Amongft an
unprincipled people, in whom 1s no be-
lief of Deity or Providence, heaven, hell,
or eternity, can we be fo vain as to 1ma-
oine that there would be much regard to
the ties of truth and juftice? |
On thofe, whofe birth, education, or
circumf{tances, have brought them 1nto the
upper walks of hfe, 1t has been often
thought, that a fenfe of bomour would have
confiderable influence, and prove an eflec-
tual reftraint at leaft from {ome vices,

though there were very little {enfe of wir-
tue, and none at all of religion, But, as

far as I can recolle&, 1t has been admitted
by the fages of all times and countries,
that
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that without a fenfe of religion of fome
fort or other, there could be no depend-
ence upon the vulgar.

In refpect of what 1s called a fenfe of ho=
nour, I beg leave to remark, that as this
principle does not regard the moral pravi-

ty of the action, nor yet its pernicious con-
fequences either to individuals or to {ocie-

ty, but folely the difefteem wherein it hap-

pens to be among thofe called the fafbion-
able world 3 {o there are {fome of the moft
enormous crimes, which, 1n their effe@s,
prove ruinous to individuals, and fubver-
five of the peace of families, from which
this principle of honour affords no protec-
tion whatever. It were eafy to thow, did
time permit at prefent, what horrid inju-
{tice, ingratitude, treachery, cruelty, falfe-
nefs, (for, in aftairs of gallantry, what
man of fafhion thinks there is any thing
difhonourable in the breach of vows?) nay
what worthleflnefs, in many refpets, may
be perfeCtly compatible with that unac-
countable character, the offspring of pride
and caprice, A Max or HoNouRrR., And
even in thofe few cafes wherein fomething
like moral cualities, {uch as veracity and
courage, come within 1ts precindls, as it

always
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always has refpect to the opinions of o-
thers, the fentiments in vogue ; {o, where-
ever ablolute fecrecy can be {ecured, it is
totally difarmed. Indeed, 1n regard to all
thofe vices which may be perpetrated in
fuch a manner as to elude difcovery, and
give a defiance to the moft inquifitive cu-
riofity, where can be the curb on perfons
of any clafs, if all {fenfe of vurtuz and relz-
Q101 are wanting !

‘“ True, fay fome, ‘if both are want-
ing; but will not the former. prove {uf-
‘ ficient without the latter !’ I fhall on-
ly anfwer, That though I will not prefume
to fay what in every {uppofable fitua-
tion would poflibly influence a human
charadter, 1 will venture to pronounce,
that 1f ye make a {eparation between thofe
two which God and confcience have join-
ed together, and divorce religion from vir-
tue, ye will find ye have deprived the lat-
ter of her fteadieft friend, her belt com-
forter, her firmeft fupport. And whatever

may be the pretences or appearances of
human virtue, when deflitute of religion,

I {hould not account him a very wife man
who would put equal confidence in her,

a9

¢
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as in what Job * denominates man’s true
wifdom, namely, b2 fear of the Lord,

“ Ay, bur there are {o many hypocrites
¢ that wear the mafk of religion, that one
“ is not {afe to place any truft here at all’
True, {fome fuch charadlers are {hll to be
found, though hypocrily cannot be ac-
counted the vice of the age, And do wenot
al{o fometimes find villains under the mafk
of honefty? Now, i1f no perfon in his {fenfes
ever imagined, that the dete¢tion of villa-
ny brought a difcredit on honeft men, or
a {ufpicion that there 1s no honelty 1n the
world, can any thing but the grofleft pre-
judice lead us to conclude unfavourably of
religion, becaufe of the detettion ot {ome
hypocrites? The ftandard-coin never finks
in our eftimation, in confequence of the
many difcoveries that are daily made of
artful but worthlefs counterfeits.

On the whole, therefore, agreeably to
what I propofed, in the third place, to
prove, we {ee how neceflary the aid of re-
higion 1s for fecuring fidelity to engage-
ments, and for the dilcovery of truth in
judicatories, both in civil caufes and 1n cri-

minal,

* Job, xxviii, 28,

IV, 1
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V. I come now, in the fourth and laft
place, to obferve the utility of rel: gion to
a ftate, by the pofitive enforcement which
it gives of equity and good government
on the rulers, and of obedience and {ub-
jection on the people.

In regard to the firft part of this head,
I have, in {ome meafure, prevented my-
felf, when fpeaking of the fantions of re-
ligion, and thowing, that they are the more
neceflary in the cafe of defpotic fovereigns,
mafmuch as being by their ftation raifed |
above controul, thereis no check upon them
befide religion. I {hall only, therefore, at
this time, with all poflible brevity, point
out the general views that revelation gives
of all human governors. It is this which
reminds them, that magiftracy is a truft,
for the faithiful difcharge whereof they are
accountable to God, who 1 the courfe of
his providence hath conferred 1t on them;
that confequently they wbho rule over men,
ought to be juft, rulwg w the fear of God ;
that they judve not jfor man ulimately,
but for the Lord, awho 15 wwith themn i 1he
gudgement ¥, Is it a difadvantage to man-

* 2 Sam. xxid, 3.5 2 Chron. xix, 0, 5.

D kind,
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kind, that thole who are fupreme here,
and uncontroulable, are taught to refle&,
that they muit theinfelves appear hereaf-
ter, 1 the quality of fubjells, before the
tribunal of him who 1s higher than the
higheft ; and that their condud, efpecially
in ruling and judging, muft undergo a
ftri¢t {crutiny, under the eye of #he King
of kings and Lord of lords, that unerring
judge, who 15 no refpecter of perfons, with
whom there 15 no tuqty, and 1 whofe
tremendous  prefence  the diftinchions
which obtain amongft us mortals, of high
and low, mighty and weak, rich and poor,
are all entirely levelled ?  Nay, would it
not, on the contrary, be of unfpeakable
advantage to the world, that all magi-
{trates, lawgivers, and judges, were firm-~

Iy perfuaded of thefe important truths ?
On the other hand, 1f a pious fenfe of
rchigion 1s the beft {ecurity for good go-
vernment on the part of rulers, 1t 1s alfo
the moft effeCtual means of enfuring {ub-
miffion and obedience on the part ot fub-
jets,  Without fome impreflions of this
kind, 1t would be difhcult to perfuade men
that they are under any tie to obedience
and fubjeGion to others of their own {pe-
cies,
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cics, when any itrong temptation from
intereft or ambition fhould incline them
torevolt. Their fubmiflion would be {uch
only as necellity compelled, not as a fenfe
of duty difpofed them to yield. Confe-
quently they could have no motive to re-
ftrain them from rebellion, whenever it
thould appear they could rebel {uccefs-
fully. But religion enforces our alle-
giance, not from the fear of the magi-
ftrate, (a motive however which it leaves
m full force), but from a principle of
confcience towards God; mot only for
wrath, {ays Paul *| but FOR CONSCIENCE
sAKE. And Peter |, to the {ame purpofe,
Submit yourfelves to every ordinance of man,
FOR THE LORD’s SAKE. Ior o is the will
of God, that awith well-dong, ye may put
to filence the ignorance of foolifly men.

Trus [ have endeavoured briefly to il-
luftrate and evince the important truth
laid down 1n my text, That 7ightcoufnefs, or
veliglon, exalteth a nation. 1 have thewn,
that 1n all the four ways cnumerated,—to
wit, by the tendency and extent of 1ts

* Rom. xiil, s. + 1 Pet.i, 13, 15,

D 2 laws,



laws ; by the nature and importance of its
fan&ions ; by the aid 1t gives to the civil
powers, in {ecuring fidelity, and in the

difcovery of truth; and by the pofitive
enforcement of good government on ru-

lers, and of obedience on fubjets,—it con-
duces to the temporal good of the {ociety.
This, 1 acknowledge, 1s comparatively but
a {fecondary confideration ; for what 1s all
worldly and temporary profperity, compa-
red with that exceeding great and eternal
weight of glory which fhall hereafter be
revealed ? But though it be a confidera-
tion much inferior to the other, yet as

holy writ occafionally direlts our attention
to 1t, we are certain, that it ought not to

be overlooked. For Lad prefent advan-
tages been totally unworthy the Chriftian’s
notice, the great apoftle of the Gentiles
had never thought 1t worth while to ob-
{ferve to us *, that podlme/s 15 profitable un-
to all things, baving promfe of the hfe that
0w 1, and of that wbhich is to come; adding,
This 15 a faithful Jayme, and worthy of alf
acceptation,

* 1 Tim. iv, 8, g,

F



[ 20 |

I fhall conclude with fubjoining thefe
two inferences.

Firfl, If the above reprefentation of
things be juft, the lecular powers ought
to.give all poflible countenance to religion,
the principal fupport of their authority,
and to the ordinances of divine worfhip,
the principal external means by which a
{enfe of religion 1s propagated and pre-
{ferved among mankind, If men in the
more elevated ranks of life, thofe men e~
{pecially who are vefted with a {hare of
cither the legiflative or the executive power,
{hould difplay, in their condu& or con-
verfation, a contempt of our Chriftian
profeflion, they would not fhow them-
{elves more plainly to be bad Chriftians 1n
the common acceptation of the term, than
to be (what poflibly they would like worfe
to be accounted) injudicious magiflrates,
and 1ll-affected citizens, and confequently
1n all refpeéts bad members of the com-
monwealth, We all know how prone in-
feriors are to imitate their fuperiors. And

fuch 15 the depravity of human nature,
that the vices of the great are much more

readily copied than their virtues, Every
man (whatever his condition in the world

may
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may be) is obliged to be exemplary; bu:
the obligation 1s much ftronger on thoic
whofe examiple, by reafon of their exalted
{tations, 1s capable of being much more
beneficial, or much more hurtful, than
that of ordinary men,

Secondly, 1f religion 15 of fuch indifpen-
fable neceffity for the fupport of civil {o-
ciety, what {hall we think of the patrio-
tifm or public virtue of thofe who aflidu-
oufly endeavour, as far as their influence
extends, to undermine its fundamental
principles, and fet men loofe from all its
obligations ? Do not fuch appear to be as
real enemies to their country, as to Chri-
fianity ¢ Some perhaps would not {cruple
to add, enemies to human nature. Let
people but coolly aflkk themfelves, If our
trecthinkers, our {peculative and philofo-
phical latitudinarians, {hould f{ucceed 1n
the dark defign thev feem {ometimes {o
zcaloudly to prefecute; and if the difbelief
of the principles, and the difregard to the
rites, of religion, which alrcady appear in
tco many, and planly fhow their evil -
ducnce on the morals of the age, fhould,
agreeably to the ordinary courfe of things,
acicend to the lowelt ranks, and become

univerfal,
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univerfal, what will be the confequence ?
Who can hefitate to anfwer, The utter fall
of religion? Let 1t not be pretended, that

there is no danger from the reafonings of
the {ceptic, becaule thefe are far above the

comprehenfion of vulgar underftandings,
For thofe men will fondly adopt the con-~
clufion who are incapable of apprehend-
ing aught of the premifes. The authori-
ty of great names among the learned will
ever be to them a {uffictent foundation.
And 1if once our faith 1s fubverted, is any
fo blind as to imagine, that religion will
fall alone 2  Can her difgrace fail to be
accompanied by that of virtue and good
manners ! In {uch general ruin,— what
will be fafe? Can we be vain enough to
1imagine,— that our laws and liberties, or
any part of the conftitution, will long fur-
vive ! The {ubjeét 1s too full of horror
to expatiate on. 1 leave it to the ferious
refleCtions of my hearers,

THE END,



