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PREFACE.

SOME years ago, when the feelings of the
. people were strongly disturbed by theories of
political change, a considerable number: of works
were issued from the press, with the object of
allaying the public excitement. Among the rest
the following pages appeared. It was thought,
that,in a period singularly resemblingthat whicl
immediately preceded the French Revolution
of 1789, there might be some advantage in lay-
ing before the public, in a more succinct aud ac-
cessible form than in his volumes, the opinions
of that extraordinary and powerful mind, which
had acted so large a part in saving England
and her monarchy from the errors of the French
throne, and the crimes of the Republic. |
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The rank of Burke, as a writer of consum-
mate eloquence, had been decided from the be-
ginning of his career ; the progress of the Re-
volution placed him in equal eminence as a
Statesman j; and cvery year since has added to
his renown as a prophet. While the works of this
admirable mind are left to us, the country is in
possession of a storchouse of politicnl wisdom,
from which she cannot supply herself too large-
ly, or too often; she has a great Oracle, to
whose responses she cannot trust with a too so-
lemn reliance 3 for the peculiar and pre-emi-
nent character of Burke’s genius was its love of
reality. With the most palpablé powers for
reaching the loftiest heights of speculation, he
is the least abstract of all speculators. With
the poetic fancy which so strongly tempts its

possessor to spurn the ground,

“ Among the colours of the rainbow live,
And play in the pli zhted clouds,”

and with an opulence of language that, like the
tissues thrown on the road of an oriental prince,

covered the wild and the thorny before him
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with richness and beauty, he never suffers him-
self to forget the value of tkngs. The applica-
tion of reason to the purposes of life; the study
of the sources of moral strength ; the inquiry
into that true * wealth of nations,” which makes
men safer from the shocks of society,archis per-
petual object.—He pours his river through the
moral landscape, not to astonish by its rapi-
dity and voluine, or delight by its picturesque
windings, but to carry fertility on its surface,
and gold in its sands. -
The papers which form the present publica-
tion originally appeared in Blackwood’s Maga-
zine, a work which, by the constitutional truth
and manliness of its principles, had acquired
extensive credit with a people, who love fair-
dealing and fearlessness like their own. The
republicanism  which they then offered their
contribution to oppose, has since broken out,
with still more formidable menace to the State,
The boldest pretext of overthrow had hitherto
never gone beyond the  improvement of the

Constitution.” But, we now hear a demand foy
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a new fabric. 'What was once Reforin, is 1ow
Revolution ; Monarchy, once admitted by all
partics to be the natural Government of the
State, is now pronounced a prejudice, and the
popular aspiration: is Democracy. Aund this
new terror is no dream of the study; no thin
shape of mysticism floating before the eyes of
visionaries ; ijandism and Chartism are its
substantial forms. However widely differing
in their origin, their determination is the same.
']‘ra\.felling by different routes, they march to
the same point; and whether hatred of the
Church leads them to subvert the Throne, or
hatred of the Throne, to subvert the Church,
neither will have achieved its object, until both
meet on the ruins of the Constitution. That
the property and intelligence of the Empire,
when once roused, will resist courageously,
and if roused early enough will resist trium-
phantly, is beyond question. But it will be too
late, when the twin conspiracies shall have be-
come one, and when the people of England shall

see some new and monstrous shape of governe
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ment demanding their submission ; some huge,
crude, and presumptuous Babel of Society, at
“once threatening Earth, and insulting Heaven ;
some new “ City and Tower” of infidel build-
ing 3 where the Democratic Principle, known
only by its evil attributes ; like an Indian
Idol, with its hundred hands grasping only
swords and serpents ; shall sit to be worshipped
with the horrid and sanguinary rites of supersti-
tion, or the still more horrid impurities of po-

pular passion, let loose to riot without fear of
(God or man.

That the nation may yet emerge from those -
trials ; we may be justified in believing, for she
had emerged before. But it is equally evident,
that if she does, it must be by the same vigour,

and virtue, which then ensured her safety.
When Burke wrote his immortal “ Reflections

on the French Revolution,” there were thousands
in England as full of frenzy, as ever were the
wearers of crowns of straw. Every public sense

was in a state of illusion, France was the great
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temptress, and to the multitude, ler naked an-
tics were dignity, her blasphemics the language
of nature, and her unspeakable bloodshed the in- .
cvitable price of freedom, A crowd of writers,
some of remarkable popular ability, and all of
popular fame, laboured to increase and envenom
the national frenzy, some by dazzling the people
with projects of confiscation, others, by exciting
their jealousy of rank, and others, by alluring
the uneducated pride of the mind, and playing
before it theories of unlimited progress, and bril-
linnt perfectibility. ‘Those arts had dearly suc-
ceeded 5 the soberness and sincerity of the na-
tional spirit were universally silenced for the
time ; the haughty effrontery and contemptu-
ous scoffing of the new school of freedom and
philosophy, bore downall idea of resistance; and
the purer understanding of England seemed
spell-bound, like Milton’s noble Lady ;

“ In stony fetters fixt nnd motionless,”

while the shapes of this revolutionary revel

were triumphing aud glittering before her. But,
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a more powerful presence was to come, and re-
buke them 3 a genius of a loftier rank, and bor-
rowing its strength from sources above the cup
of the enchanter, burst in, broke his wand, and
turning the revellers into their true shapes of
grossness and vice, freed the captive of the
spell. This was the achievement of Burke, and
none was ever more effective, or more essential
to the peace of an empire.

It is in no affectation of public danger, that
those who wish well to their country,now call on
it, to prepare. The whole course of public mea-
sures, for the last seven years, has been repub-
lican. The changes of public men within that
period have scarcely affected this strong ten-
dency of things. If the feeble have given way,
and the corrupt have only made the course more
headlong ; the firmest helmsmen of the State
have felt the current too strong for them, to re-
turn. Whether yielding, or resisting, every hour
has brought us nearer the verge of that mighty

cataract, of which we already hear the roar.
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The Extracts from Burke's published works
arce made in an order illustrative of his personal
feelings, his public career, and the national exi-
gencies of his time.  They are accompanied
with notices of the events of his private life,
chiefly from his Biography by Mr Prior; and
with remarks connected with the circumstances
of the anxious period in which we live; the
whole forming an anti-revolutionary MANUAL
of the wisdom of the wisest of men,
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THE people of England are attached to liberty, and
they are made for it. They have, by nature, a gravity
of mind, which tends to save them from political rash-
ness. They have a manliness which repels disho-
nourable submission to force. Thus, superior by .
their original temperament, alike to the extravagances
of demooracy, and to the severitics of despotism, they
alone, of all Iluropean nations, have been qualitied to
build up that last and noblest labour of utility and virtue,
a free Constitution.

Yet while nations ara composed of men, they must
be liable to error. Opinion must exhibit those cur-

rents and changes which defy, or astonish, the wisdom
VOL. 1, A
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of tho wise. Strong temptations to hasty aggrandize-
ment, or rash tevrors of public loss, musttry the praotical
knowledge of the state; and England, with all hor ex-
perience, vigour, and virtue, must take her share in
thoso contingencies which compel nations to revert to
first principles, and refresh their declining yecars by
draughts from the origiual fountains of their fame. It
is for such purposes that the lover of his country peou-
hiarly values history. e opens the door of that great
repository of the crime and frailties, of the genius and
power, of ages which have gone down to the grave;
less to gaze on them as curious specimens of the past,
than as true instructors of the present. He seesin their
configuration the secrets of the living frame, the sources
of actual public strength, the organs of national re-
nown, the fine impulses which give activity and force
to the whole animated system of Empire.,

But the most effectual portion of history is that which
aives down great men to the future ; for it furnishes
the mind of the rising generation with a model on
which it can shape itself at once. 'The embodied vir-
tue of the champion of truth and freedom there stands
before us ; the progress of ability and learniug, of ge-
nerous ambition and faithful principle, 18 displayed to
the eye in all its successions ; there 1s nothing ideal,
nothing to be made up by fancy, or left to chance.
The standard of excellence is palpable to the touch;
and men can scarcely look upon this illustrious evi-
dence of human “cupabilities, without unconsciously
emulating its labours, and sharing its superiority.

In giving a rapid view of the life of the celebrated
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Buake, these pages are less anxious to render the due
tribute to his talents, than to his principles. His geuius
has long gained for itself tho highest prize of fame. In
an age eminent for intellectual distinction, Burke vin-
dicated to himself tho admiration of Europe. Owing
nothing of his celebrity to birth, opulence, or official
ratk, he required none of those adventitious supports,
to rise and move at ense in the highest regions of public
effect, dignity, and renown. There was no fear that
his plumage would give way in either the storm or the
sunshine; those are the casualties of inferior powers.
He had his share of oth, the tempest, and that still
more perilous trial, which has melted down the virtue
of so many aspiring spirits in the favour of cabinets.
But Burke grew purer, and more powerful for good,
to his latest moment; he constantly rose more and more
above the influence of party, uutil at last the politician
was elevated into the philosopher ; andin that loftier
atmosphere, from which he looked down on the cloudy
and turbulent contests of the time, he soared upward
calmly in the light of truth, and became more splendid
at every wave of his wing.

This is no exaggeration of his singular ability, or of
its course. Of all the memorable men of his day,
Burke is the only orator, whose eloquence has been
incorporated into the wisdom of his country. His
great contemporaries grappled triumphantly with the
emergencies of the hour, and having achieved the ex-
ploit of the hour, were content with what they had
done. But it is palpable, that Burke in every instance
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contemplated a Jarger vietory; that his struggle wue
not more to meet a contingeney, than to establish a
principle ; that he was not content with overwholm-
g the adversary of the moment, but must bequeath
with that triumph some new knowledge of the means
by which the adversary might be overwhelimed in every
age to come~—some noble coutribution to that grand
tactic by which men and nations are armed and mar-
shalled against all difficulty,  The lubours of his coun-
temporaries were admirable ; the mere muscular force
of the human mind never exhibited more prodigious
feats, than in the political contests of the days of Chat-
ham, Holland, Pitt and ox,  ‘T'lie whole period from
the full of the Walpole Ministry to the death of Pitt,
was an unrelaxing struggle of the most practised, ex-
pert, and vivid ability,  But it was the struggle of the
arena—a great rivaley for the prize of the people—
the fierce and temporary effort of great intellectual
oladiators.  When they were exhausted, or perished,
others followed, if with inferior powers, with close imi-
tuion.  But no man has followed Burke. No de-
fender of the truth has ever exhibited that fine combi-
nation of practical vigour with essential wisdom ; that
mastery of human topics with that diviner energy which
overthrew not merely the revolutionary spirit of his
day, but enables us to maintain the conflict aganst all
its efforts to come ;—like the conqueror of the Python,
leaving his own image to all time, an emblem of match-
less grrace and grandeur, to ages when the enemy and

the era alike are no inore.
3
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Edmund Burke, like most of those men who bave
mado themselves memorable by their public services,
was of humble extraction; the son of an Irish attorney,
Yet, as Ireland is the land of gencalogies, and every
man who cares for the honours of ancestry, may in-
dulge himself at large among the wide obscurity of the
Ivish linenges, Burke’s biograplers have gratified their
zoul by searching for his origin among the De Burghs
or Burgos, whose names aro found in the list of
Strongbow’s knights in the invasion under Henry the
Second. LEdmund Burke justly seems to have thought
little upon the subject, and contenting himself with
being a son of Adam, prepared to lay the foundations
of a fame independent of the Norman. He was born
in Dublin, January 1, 1730, old style; of a delicate
constitution, which in his boyhood he rendered still
more delicate by alove of reading. Being threat-
ened with consumption, he was removed at an early
age from the air of the capital to the house of his
grandfather at Castletown Roche, a village in the
county of Cork, in the neighbourhood of the old castle
of Kilcolman, once the residence of the poet Spenser,
and seated in the centre of a district alike remarkable
for traditional interest, and landscape beauty. Early
associations often have a pawerful effect on the mind ;
aud it 18 not improbable that the rich and lovely scenery
of this spot had some share in storing up those trea-
sures of brightness and beauty, that love for solemn
and lofty thoughts, which characterised in subsequent
- Jife the spirit of this extraordinary man.
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From wandering among the hills and atreams of this
romantio country, of which the acknowledged pioture
still lives in the ¢ Fairy Quecn,” Burke was transfor-
red in his twelfth year to a school, kept by an inteili-
gent Quaker at Bullytore, botween twenty and thirty
miles from Dublin. The opinion then formed of him
was not unlike that which we might conceive from his
later carcer. He was said to be fond of ncquiring
great diversity of knowledge, to have evinced a re-
markable quickness of apprechension, and delighted in
the display of mumory. IHe read many of the old ro-
mances of chivalry, and much history and poetry. His
habits were almost solitary, but he was gentle, good-
natured, and willing to assist and oblige, In a debate,
in 1740, after the riots, Burke adverted to his educa-
tion under the roof of the quaker, Abraham Shackle-
ton. I have been educated,” stid he, *¢ as a Pro-
testant of the Church of England, by a dissenter, who
was an honour to his sect, though that sect was consi-
dercd one of the purest. Under his eye 1 have read
the Bible, morning, noon, and night, and have ever
since been the happier and better ran for such read-
ing. I afterwards turned my attention to the reading
of all the theological publications on all sides, which
were written with such wonderful ability in the last
and present centuries. But, finding at length that such
studies tended to confound and bewilder rather than
enlighten, 1 dropped them, embracing and holding fast
a firm faith in the Church of England.”

Burke was seut to the Dublin University in 1743.
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There he acquired no particular distinction. In his third
year he became ¢ o scholar of the house,” an honour
then obtained without much difficulty, after an exami-
nation in tho classicul course of the College; and pro-
bably also one of the premiums at the gonerul oxami.
nations of the students. On the whole, he appears to
have beon either indolent, or adverse to the course of
reading pursued in the Irish University. Goldsmith
speaks of him as an idler; which may have been true,
in the sense of a taste for desultory reading. Leland,
then one of the tutors, always admitted that he dis-
played cleverness, but, ¢¢ from his retired habits, was
unlikely to solicit public distinction!” ‘I'he evident
fuct, on all authorities, is; that while in College, ho
was o literary lounger, satisfied with going through the
routine of the required exercises, but enjoying himself
only over novels and newspapers, plays and travels,
and the peneral miscellancous publications of the day;
a style of reading which nothing but the paintul exer-
tions of many an after year, even with the most power-
ful fuculties, can retrieve; but which utterly confuses
and dilapidates inferior talents, generates all the trif-
ling and much of the vice of society, and fills the pro-
fessions with loungers for life. L.et no man sanction
his disregard of the efforts enjoined on him by his
University, under the example of Burke; unless he
can atone for his folly by the mind of Burke. And
let no man look with negligence on tlie prospects
opened out to manly and well-dirccted exertion in
those noble Institutions, unless he is prepared to begin
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life anew when he has passed' their walls; to turn
that career into a lottery which might have been a cer-
tainty ; and to encounter that long period of toil and
defeated hope, which must intervene before he can
break through the barriers of professional success, and
pioneer his way through the rugged ascents and deso-
late bleaknesses that lie before even the most gifted
and gallant adventurer.

Some slight records of Burke’s literary predilec-
tions, at this period, remain. Shakspeare, Addison,
Le Sage, Smollett, and Tielding, were his frequent
perusal, as they were that of every man of his time. e
praised Demosthenes as ¢ the first of ovators,” decla-
red Plutarch to bethe *pleasuntestreading in the whole
range of Memoirs,” preferred the Greek historians to
the Latin, and was attracted by Horace, and enamour-
ed of Virgil, So far there was nothing singular in
his tastes. Ide thought as all the world has thought,
for these two thousand years. © But he also preferred
Euripides, in all his tameness, to the simple vigour of
Sophocles ; professed his admiration of Lucretius, de-
sultory and didactic as he is; and oven ventured to
speak of the Aineid, in all its dreary languor, perhaps
the most inanimate poem that ever effused itself from
the pen of a real poet, as * superior to the liad,” ofall
the works of poetry, the most various, vigorous, and
natural,—the model of living description, noble senti-
ment, and mingled strength and splendour of character.
On those points he might assert his full claim to sin-
gularity. But those were the opinions of a boy, proud
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FONDNESS FOR MILTON. Y

and pleased with the first perception of deciding for
himself, the first unfettered excursion into the wilder-
ness of criticism. IHe afterwards grew wiser, as he
grew calm.

But oven in his iimmature age, he had largely formed
the taste for which he was subsequently so distinguish-
ed. Milton’s richness of language, boundless learning,
and scriptural grandeur of conception, were the first
and last themes of his applause. Young, from whose
epigrammatic labour of expression, and clouded though
daring fanoy, modern taste shrinks, was a favourite in
Burke’s day ; and Burke followed the public opinion,
and satisfied himself that he was cultivating his mind
by committing a large portion of the dreamy wander-
ings of the Night Thoughts to memory. He also
wrote some translations of the Latin poets, and some
original verses, which exhibiting his command of
rhyme, exhibit nothing more.

Burke’s profession was naturally marked out by
that of his father. In lreland, where no man is con-
tented with his own rank, the son of a thriving attor-
ney is universally designed for the bar. Burke put
his name on the list of the future dispensers of justice
in that country of lawyers. DBut, by the custom of the
time, he also entered himself of the Middle Temple; a
measure now unnecessary for the call to the Irish bar,
but still generally adopted, from its advantages in ac-
quainting the student with the habits of the Englisl
bar, and in allowing the advocate to transfer himself
to Eunglish practice whenever circumstances may in-

il & - -
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duce him to leavoe the Irish Courts for Westminster
Hall.  Burko arrived in London in 1750, It is re-
markable, that he had already, in somo degree, formed
tho political views which characterised the most emi-
nent period of his life; thus the features of his mind, like
those of the countenance, in age, returned only to their
first expression, and shewed that his politics were his
nature.  While but a student in the University, he
hud been roused, by his indignation at fictitious pa-
triotism, to write a pamphlet agninst Brooke, the au-
thor of that much-praised, but intinitely childish ro-
mance, the Foul of Quality, who aspired to the name
of a popular champion, on the credit of having com-
posed an insolent and absurd tragedy. IHis second tri-
bute to good order was a letter to Dr Lucas, a man
who bustled himself into iinportance with the mob of
the Irish metropolis; and alter a life of clamour, fac-
tion, aud persevering folly ; of the demand of rights
that were worth nothing, and the complaint of wrongs
that existed only in his own brain; died in the odour
of rabble sanctity, leaving his debts and his family as
his bequest to popular benefaction.

The observant spirit, and philosophical turn of Burke's
early mind, are evinced in a correspondence whioh
he held with an Irish friend. He remarks, on his pas-
sage to the metropolis—*¢ The prospects could not fuil
to attract the attention of the most indifferent; country
seats sprinkled round me on every side, Bome in the
modern taste, some in the style of old De Coverley
Hall, all smiling on the neat but humble cottage:
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every villnge ns neat and compact as a bee-hive, ro-
sounding with the busy hum of industry ; aud inns like
palaces.”

He then sketches the mighty City, intelligently, yot
with the ambitious and antithetical touch of clever in-
experience—* the buildings are very fine; it may he
called the Pink of Vice ; but its hospitals and chari-
table institutions, whose turrets pierce the skies, like
g0 many electrical conductors, avert the wrath of Hea-
ven. Its inhabitants may be divided into two classes,
the undoers and the undone! An Englishman is cold
and distant ot first ; he is cautious even in forming an
acquaintanco : he must know you well before he en-
ters into friendship with you; but if he does, he is not
the hrst to dissolve tho sacred bound ; in short, a real
Englishman is one who performs more than he pro-
mises ; in company, he is rather silent; extremely pru-
dent in his expressions, even in politics, his favourite
topic. The women are not quite so reserved, they
consult their glasses to the best advantage, and as na-
ture is very liberal in her gifts to their psrsons, and
even to their minds, it is not casy for a young man to
escape their glances, or to shut his ears to their sohvly
flowing accents.

“ As to the state of learning in this city, you know
I have not been long enough in it to form a proper
judgment of the subject. I don’t think, however, there
18 a8 much respect paid to a man of letters on this side
of the water, as you imagine. I don’t find that genius,
the ‘rath primrose, that forsaken dies,’ is patronised
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by any of the nobility, So that writors of the fivst
talents ave left to the capricious patronage of the pub- .
he.” ) |

All this is like the letter of any other lively obser-
ver, But the passage which follows, fantastic as it is,
18 the property of Burke. ¢ Notwithstanding discou-
ragenient, literature is cultivated in a high degroe—
Poetry raises her enchanting voice to heaven~-His-
tory urrests the wings of time in his flight to the/gulf
of oblivion—Philosophy, the gqneen of arts, and the
daughter of Heaven, is daily extending her intellectual
empire-——-lﬂmiﬁj sports on airy wing, like a mateor on
the bosom of a summer cloud—and even Mctnphystcs ,-
spins her cobwebs and catches some flies,”. - His judg-
ment.of that great scene, in which he was so early; and
so long fo be, distinguished, is curious. ¢ The House
of Commons not nnfrequently exhibits exp]osmna of
ploquence, that rise superior to those of Greece: and
Rome, even in their proudest days. Yet, after all, a
man will make more by the figures of arithmetic than
the figures of rhetoric, unless he can get into the trade
wind, and then he nay sail secure over the Pactolean
sands,” |

He then touches on the stage; which, like overy
worshipper of the traditional excellence of the drama,
he concludes to have fallen off utterly from its orviginal
merits ; a complaint renewed in every auccééding nge,
and probably with much the same forgetfulness of the
truc state of the former. Wae are to remember, too,
that Burke’s lamentation was in the days of Garrick,
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Barry, Mrs Yates, and a whole galaxy of first-rate
performers ; sustained by the activity, if not the ge-
nius, of wuch dramatists as Murphy, the elder Colman,
Farquhar, and a long list of ingenious men, who kept
the theatres in continued exertion, and whose Jabours,
in not a few instances, still survive for the pleasure
and interest of postority. ¢ As for the stage, it is
sunk, in my opinion, to the lowest degree; 1 mean
with regard to the trash that is exhibited on it. But
I don’t attribute this to tho taste of the audience, for
when Shakspeare warbles his native wood-notes, the
boxes, pit, and gallery are erowded, and the gods are
true to every word, if properly winged to the heart.”
" The whole letter is a striking picture of his feelings,
on the subjects most impressive to a young and suscep-
tible mind. ¢¢ Soon after my arrival in town, I visited
Westminster Abbey. The moment I entered, I felt
a kind of awe pervade my mind, which I cannot de-
scribe; the very silence seemed sacred.'® * * Some
would imagine that all those monuments were so many
monuments of folly. I don’t think so. What useful
lessons of morality and sound philosophy do they not
exhibit ! When the high-born beauty surveys her face
in the polished Parian, though dumb the marble, yet
it tells her that it was placed to guard the remains of
as fine a form, and as fair a face as her own. They
shew, besides, how anxious we are to extend our loves
and friendships beyond the grave, and to snatch as
much as we can from oblivion, such is our natural love
of immortality. But it is here that letters obtain their
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noblest triwmph 5 it is hero that the swarthy daughters
of Caudmus may hang theiv trophies on high, For
when all the pride of tho chisel, and the pomp of
heraldry, yield to the silent touches of time, a single
hine, a half-worn out inecription, remain fuithful to
their trust. DBlest be the man who first introduced
these strangers into our islunds, and may they never
waut protection or merit, [ have not the least doubt,
that the finest poem in the English language, I meun
Milton’s 1} Penseroso, wus composed in the long re-
soutiding aisle of a mouldering cloister or ivyed abbey.
Yet, after all, do you kuow that I would rather sleep
in the southern corner of a little country churchyard,
than in the tomb of the Capuleta? 1 should like, how-
ever, that my dust should mingle with kindred dust.
The good old expression, ¢ family burying-ground,’
has something pleasing in it, at least to me.”

At this period he appeuars to have spent some time
in rambling through England, for his recovery froma
tendency to consumption; and to have lingered away
the rest of his hours in desultory reading. He thus
passed, or perhaps wasted, the years from 1750 to
1753. But such a mind must have bad many mis.
givings in such a course, and be was at length stimu-
lated to effort, by the vacancy of the Professorship of
logic in Glasgow. 7The founder, or the carliest or-
nament, of the metaphysical school of Scotland, was
an Irishman, IFrancis Hutcheson. This circumstance
might have appeared to Burke as offering some en-
couragement to an attempt, whose immediata motives,
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whether want of money, or want of occupation, must
now be sought for in vain. The attempt itself hos
boen disputed; but it is fully established by evidence,
that in 17562, or 17563, ho was a candidate for the chair
of Logic in Glusgow ; fortunately for his own re-
nown, and the reverse for that of the electors and the
college, he was an unsuccessful one. His triumphant
rival was a name, whose laurels seem to have been
limited to Glasgow, a Mr James Clow,

He had already given up the bar; whether through
il health, disinclination to the severa restrictions of its
first steps, or the miscellancous style of life and study
which had become fuvourite and familiar with him,
He supped and talked at the Grecian Coffec-house,
then the evening resource of all the clever idlers of
the Inns of Court, Ie was asked to dinner by Gar-
rick, then delighting all the world, and whose civilities
must have been highly flattering to an obscure Irish
stadent. Ide made an occasional trial of his powers
in old Macklin’s Debating Society; and in the inter-
vals of his leisure he is said to have employed himself
in joining the general war of pamphlets against the
Newcastle Administration.

But this rambling life must have been insufficient
for the vigour of Burke’s mind ; it could scarcely have
received much approbation from his judgment. The
idea of shifting the scene altogether at length occur-
red to him; and the prospect of an appointment in
America, seems to have engrossed him for a while.
But his futher’s dislike to the tdea of his looking for
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fortune in lands so remoto fromd Ireland, checked this
cherished objoct 5 and Burke, in a lotter which begins
with « Ilonoured sir,” and oxpresses with his usual
graco the feclings of o gentle and dutiful spirit, gave
up thy design,

f1estill lingered two years longer ; unknown, but not
idle; for ut the end of three years, in 1756, he publish-
ed his ¢ Vindication of Natural Society,” and his cole-
brated ¢ Treatiso on the Sublime and Denutiful”
The ¢ Vindicution” deserves praise for its authorship,
punegyric for its intention, Bolingbroke had given
from youth to age, the unhappy example of ;enius ren-
dered uscless, rank degraded, and opportunitiesthrown
away. Gifted with powers which might have raised,
or sustained, the fortunes of empire, his youth was dis-
tinguished only by systematic vice, his manhood by
unprincipled ambition, and his age by callous intideli-
ty. Llis life is yet to be written; and it would form
an unrivalled lesson to those who solicit worldly dis-
tinction by giving popularity to crime. It would show
the profligate statesman defeated in oll his objects, and
the still more profligate champion of unbelief alike
stung by the censures and the neglect of wiser man-
kind. Burke’s would have been the pen to have done
justice to such a subject. We should have seen his
fine sagacity detecting the courtly insidiousness, the
smiling hostility,and the inveterate malice of the enemy
alike ¢f government and religion. His heart would have
taught him to brand the sullen rage of the infidel, his
loyalty to expose the restless disitfection of the rebel,
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ind his senso of virtue to scourge thoe impurity of the
man of the pnssions.  Burke's singular knowledge of
puat public transactions, and his persoual experience of
the life of statesmen, would have given the force of
maxims to his conclusions ; and in the punishment of
thia showy impostor, we should have had the most
eloguent, majestic, and instructive of all lessons to the
riging mind of nations,

The ¢ Vindication” was an attack, less on Boling-
broke’s Jacobite politics, than on his irreligion, A
grosa nnd pernicious scorn of all the truths which man
should hold sacred, had been the fashion of the age.
It had been generated among the misty metaphysics
of Germany, and rapidly swelled to its full growth in
the public and personal licentiousness of the court of
France. From France, England, disdaining to borrow
the meanest implement for the meanest uses of life, had
stooped to borrow the favourite notions of party in the
State, and in the Church, Bolingbroke, exiled for
his political intrigues, filled up the dreariness of his so-
litude by copying French infidelity ; and paid his debt
of gratitude to England by preparing the poisons of
Berlin and Paris for the lips of his countrymen. It
was to the honour of Burke, that, in his youth, and in
the midst of a general delusion of all who constituted
the leaders of public taste, he should sacredly discern
whero the truth lay, and manfully came forth armed
in its cause. klis process was unanswerable. Nomi-
nally adopting the tepets of Bolingbroke, he pushel

them on to practical absurdity. Applying to society
YOL, 1. B
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the modes of arguinent which the infidel had applied
to religion, he showed that they juatified absurdities
against which common sense revolts, and orimes agatnst
which the common eafety arms itself; that the plen
which might servo to overthrow Christianity, would
be equally forcible against the existence of order ; and
‘that the perfection of the infidel eystem would reason
mankind into the uselessness of a Monarchy, as rapidly
a8 into the burden of a Revelation.

In a passage, which seoms to come glowing from
the pen of Bolingbroke in his hour of triumph, his
young antagoniut thus happily at once seizes on the
eounding amplification of his style, and ridicules the
philosophical folly of his argument : |

‘ In looking over auny state, to form a judgment on
it, it presents itself in two lights, the external and the
internal.  The first, that relation which it bears in point
of enmity or friendship to other states. The ‘second,
that relation which its component parts, the governors -
and the governed, bear to each other, * ¢ * * The
glaring side of all national history is enmity. The
only actions on whioh we have seen, and always will
sec all of them intent, are such as tend to the destruc-
tion of one another. ¢ War,’ says Machiavel, ¢ ought
to be the only study of a prince;’ and by a prince he
means every sort of state, however constituted. ¢ He
ought,’ says this great political doctor, ¢to consider
peaco only as 8 breathing-time, which gives him lei-
sure to contrive, and furnishes ability to execute mili-
tary plane.” A meditation on the conduct of political
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socictics mado old Hobbes imagine that war was the
state of nature ; and truly, if a man judged of the in-
dividunls of our raco by their conduct when united and
packed into nations aud kingdoms, he might imagine
that overy sort of virtue was foreign and unnatural to
the mind of man.

¢ The first accounts which we have of mankind are
but so many acecunts of their butcheries. All empires
have been cemented in blood ; and in these early ages,
when the race of mankiud began first to form them-
selves into partiesand combinations, the first effects of
the combination, and indeed the end for which it seems
purposely formed and best caloulated, was their mu-
tual destruction. All uncient history is dark and un-
certain. Ono thing, however, is clear: There wore
conquerors and conquests in those days, and conse-
quently all that devastation by which they are formed,
and all that oppression by which they are maintained.
We know little of Sesostris, but that he led out of
Egypt an army of above 700,000 men ; that he over-
ran the Mediterranean coast as far as Colchis; that in
some places he met but littlo resistance, and of course
shed not a great deal of blood, but that he found in
others a peoplé who knew the value of their liberties,
and sold them dear. Whoever counsiders the army
which this conqueror headed, the space he traversed,
and the opposition he frequently met, with the natural
acoidents of sickness, and the dearth and badness bf
provision to which he must have been subject in the
variety of climates and countries his march lay through
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~if he knows any thing, he must know that oven the
conqueror’s army must havo suffered greatly, It will
bo far from exceas to suppose that one-half wasloat in
the expedivion, 1f this was the state of the victorious
the vanquished must have had a much heavier loss, as
the greatest slaughter is always in the flight; and
groat carnage did in those times and countries ever at-
tend the first rage of conquest. It will therefore bb
very reasonable to allow on their account us much as,
added to the loskes of the conquerors, may amount to
o million of deaths. And then we shall see this con-
queror, the oldest whom we have on record, opening
the scene by the destruction of at least one million of
his species, unprovoked but by his ambition, without
any motives but pride, cruelty, and madness, and with-.
out any benefit to himself, (for Justin expressly tell us
he did not maintain his conquest,) but solely to make
so many people in so distant countries feel experi-
mentally how severe a scourge Providence intends for
the human race, when it gives one man the power over
many, and arms his naturally impotent and fecble rage
with the hunds of millions, who know no common
principle of action, but a blind obedience to the pas-
sions of their ruler.” - ,
Thus pursuing his way through ancient history, and
still designating it as one common display of misery
and massacre ; the whole resulting from the facts !;hit
gociety existé, and that it has rulers at its head; he
comes to the scene which Europe exhibited on the fall
of the great tyrant dynasty of Rome. ¢ ‘There have
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been periods when no less than universal destruction
to the race of mankind seems to have been threatened.
Such was that, when the Goths, the Vandals, and the
Huns, poured into Gaul, Italy, Spain, Greoce, and
Africa, carrying destruction with them as they ad-
vanced, and leaving liorrid deserts everywhere behind
them. ¢ Vastum ubiquo silentium, secreti colles, fu-
mantia proocul tocta, nemo exploratoribus obvius,’ is
what T'acitus cnlls ¢ facies victoriw,’ It was always
80 ; but here it was emphatically s0. From the north
proceeded the swarms of Goths, Vandals, Huns, Os-
trogoths, who ran towards the south into Africa itself,
which suffered as all to the north had done. About
this time, another torrent of barbarians, animated by
the same fury, and encouraged by the same success,
poured out of the south, and ravaged all to the north-
east and west, to the rcmotest parts of Persia on one
hand, and to the banks of the Loire on the other, de-
stroving all the proud and curious monuments of hu-
man art, that not even the memory of the former in-
“habitants might survive. * * * * [ shall ouly, in one
word, mention tho horrid effects of bigotry and ava-
rice in the conquest of Spauish America; a conquest,
on a low estimalion, effected by the murder of ten
millions of the species. * ®* * * I need not enlarge
on the torrents of silent and inglorious blood which
have glutted the thirsty sands of Afric, or discoloured
the polar snow, or fed the savage forests of America
for so many ages of continunl war. * * * * Igo
upon a naked and moderate calculation, just enough,
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without a pedantical exactuess, to give your lordship
somo fecling of tho effects of politicul society. I charge
the whole of those effects upon political sociely, The
numbers I particulurized amount to about thirty-six
millions, ®* * * * ]In g stato of nature, it had been
impossible to find u number of men sufficiont for
such slaughters, agreed in the same bloody purpose.
Society and politics, which have given us such de-
structive views, have given us also the means of sa-
tisfying them. ® * * * How far mere nature would
have carried us, we may judge by the example of those
amimals which still follow her laws, and even of those
to which she has given dispositions more fierce, and
arm3s more terrible than any ever she intended we
should use. It 18 an incontestible truth, that there 18
more havoc made in one year by men of men, than has
been made by all the liouns, tigers, panthers, ounces,
leopards, hyanas, rhinoceroses, clephants, bears, and
wolves upon their several species, since the beginning’
of the world, though those agree ill enough with each
other, and have a much greater proportion of rage
and fury in their composition than we have. But with
respect to you, ye legislators, ye civilizers of mankind,
ye Orpheuses, Minoses, Solons, Theseuses, Lycur-
guses, Numas, your regulations have done more mis-
chief in cold blood, than all the rage of the fiercest
animals in their greatest terrors or furies has ever
done, or ever could do.”

He then, from a long and detailed examination of

the chief provisions and orders of society, draws the
4
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conolusion; that man is n loser by association with his
kind, by government, by jurisprudence, by commerce,
by overy shape and step of civilisation! Of course, this
conclusion revolts common senso ; and the wildest de-
olsimer ngainst religion will protest against thus send-
ing man back to the forest, and stripping him of all the
advantages of society, on nccount of the disadvantages.
He will protest against arguing from the abuse of society
in the rule of a ¢ertain number of violent men, to its
vast, general, and beneficial uses to the infinite multi-
tude. But the same protest is as directly applicable
to the rejection of religion on account of the casual
ovils connected with its progress, the religious wars
fomented by human passions, the corrupt practices of
venal priests, the tyranny of jealous persecutors, the
guilty artifice, or the blinding superstition. If the
cssontinl good is to be rejected for the sake of the ac-
cidental evil; civilisation must be cast away, as well
as religion. But if the mighty stock of human
good which religion bequeathes to mankind, the im-
measurable consolations, the high motives, the pure
guidance, the uoble and perpetual stimulants reaching
through all the depths of the human race, reaching too
through them all undebased by human guilt, and main-
taining the connexion of man in all his grades with
Deity, are to weigh heavier in the balance than ‘the
mere human abuses of religion; then let us acknot-
ledge that the infidel is not simply weak, but criminal;
that he shuts his eyes against light for the love of dark
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ness, and that he is convicted of folly by all that re-
muins to him of reason.

The concluding fragment of the essay is striking, na
an evidence of the early period at which Burke had
matured his pen. The style is no longer the fantastic
and figurative declnmation of Bolingbroko} it is Burke,
as he stood before the world in the latest days of hia
triumph over the atheistic and revolutionary impulses.
of Lurope ; strong, yet dignified ; energeotic, yot cloth-
ed in the garb of that philosophic melancholy, which
afterwards tmpressed his practical wisdom so power-
fully upon the general heart.

He speaks in the person of Bolingbroke to a friend.
“ You are but just entering into the world. I am
going out of it. I have played long enough to be
heartily sick of the drama. Whether I have acted my
part in it well or ill, posterity will judge with more
candour than I, or than the present age, with our pre-
sent passions, can possibly pretend to. For my part,
I quit it without a sigh, and submit to the sovereign
order without murmuring. The nearer we approach
to the goal of life, the better we begin to understand
the true value of our existence, and the real weight of
our opinions. We set out, much in love with both,
but we leave much behind us as we advance. But the
passions which press our opinions are withdrawn, one
after another, and the cool light of reason;.at the set-
ting of our life, shows us what a false splendour played
upon those objects of our more sanguine seasons,”

This tract is remarkable for its declaration of opi-
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nions on the right side, when it was the pride of every
man who pretended to literature, to stand on the
wrong. But it is scarcoly less remarkable, as actually
forming the model of much of that revolutionary writ-
ing, which so recklessly laboured to inflame the popu-
lar passions, on the first burat of the I'rench insurgen-
cy. DBurke, in his virtuous ridicule, had involuntarily
prepared an armoury for Paine in his profligate serious-
ness, Tho contemptuous flights of the great orator
had pointed out the way for the Jacobin to ascend to
the assault of all that we were accustomed to reve-
rence and value. The burlesque charges of feeblo
government, misjudging law, ministerial weaknesses,
and national prejudices, were eagerly adopted by the
champions of overthrow, as irrefragable arguments
againet the altar and the throne; and Burke must
bave seen with surprise, or increased scorn, the ar-
rows which he had shot out in sport, and for the
mere trial of his hoyish strength, gravely pathered up,
and fitted to the Jacobin string, to be used against the
noblest and most essential institutions of the empire.
The essay attracted considerable notice. Chester-
field and Warburton were said to have regarded it for
a while as an authentic work of the infidel lord. The
opinion prevailed so far; that Mallet, who, as the re-
siduary legatee of his blasphemies, thought himself the
legitimate defender of his fame, volunteered a pub-
lic disclaimer on the subject; and the critics were
thenceforth left to wonder on whose shoulders the

mantle of the noble personage had fallen, Still Burke
VOL. 1. C
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was unheard of ; but his socond performance was dos-
tined to do justico to his ability. In tho snmo year was
published the Treatise on the Sublime and Beautiful,
No work of its period so suddenly sprang into popu-
Jarity. The purity, vigour, and grace of its language,
tho clearness of its conceptions, and its bold soarings
into tho clouds of metaphysics, which, dark and cone
fused us they had rendered all former theory, were
by the flushes of Burke’s fine imagination, turned in-
to brightness and beauty, attracted universal praise.
Its author was looked for among the leading veterans
of literature. To the public astonishment,he wasfound
to be an obscure student of twenty-six, utterly un-
known, or known only as having attempted a canvass
for a Scottish professorship, and having failed. He
now began to be felt in society. The reputation of
his book preceded him, und he gradually became on a
footing of acquaintance, if not altogether of intimacy,
with some of the more remarkable names connected with
life and literature; the Earl of Bath, Markham, soon
after Archbishop of York, Reynolds, Soame Jenyns,
Lord Littleton, Warburton, Hume, and Johnson, This
was a distinction which implied very striking merits in
80 young a man, unassisted by rank or opulence, and
with the original sin of being an Irishinan, a formi.
dable disqualification in England fifty years ago. His
treatise had been the pioneer to his storin of the sul-
len rampart of English formality. DBut, to have not
only climbed there, but made good his lodgment, evi-
dently implics personal merits of no ordinary kind.
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To,good-humoured and cordial manners, and singular
extent and variety of knowledge, he added great
forco and elegance of conversation. Johmnson’s, even
the fastidious Johuson’s, opinion of him, is well known,
as placing him already in the very highest rank of in-
tellectual companionship.—¢ Burke, sir;” said Le, ¢ is
an extraordinary man, his stream of talk is perpetual.”
Another of his dicta was, ¢¢ Burke’s talk 1s the ebulli-
tion of his mind; he does not talk fromn a desire of
distinction, but because his mind is full.”—¢ Burke s
the only man whose common conversation corresponds
with the general fame which he has in the world.
Take up whatever topic vou please, he is ready to meet
you.” In another instance, where some one had been
paying Johuson hiinself the tribute due to his memo-
rable powers, he again gave the palm to his friend.
¢ Burke, sir, 18 such a man, that if you meet him for
the first time, in the street, where you were stopped
by a drove of oxen, and you and he stepped aside for
shelter but for five minutes, he’d talk to you in such a
manner, that when you parted, you would say,—that
ts an extraordinary man.  Now, Sir, you may be long
enough with me, without finding any thing extraordi-
nary.”

" A portion of this fortunate quulity must he attributed
to liis fondness for general study, and to the vigorous
memory by which he retained ail that he had acquir-
ed. DBut a much larger portion must bo due to that
ealient and glowing power of thought, that vivid men-
tal seizure, by which all his knowledge becamo a
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life; and a few yvars more of the natural toils which
beset a man left to his own exertions for the support
of & family, would probably bave driven him to Ame-
rica, his old and favourite speculation agninat the
frowns of fortune in Xurope. At length the life for
which he was made, the sticring and elovated interesta
of political and parliamentary distinetion, appeared to
open before him, Ile owed this chango to an Irish-
man, the Earl of Charlemont,

Ireland still remombers the name of that estima-
ble person with gratitude. A narrow fortune, and
rejuctunt public abilities, did not prevent him from
being a pgreat public benefactor. e was the en
courager of every plan for national advantage, the
patron of literature, the head of the chief literary
mstitution of Ireland, and of every other, tend-
ing to promote the good of the country. Though
living much on the Continent, and in Lugland, in
early life, and long associated with all that was emi-
nent i rank and talents in Great Britain, lie gencrous-
ly and honestly fixed his residenco on his native soil,
turbulent as it was, remote from all the scenes conge-
nial to his habits, and perplexed with furious party.
'or this determination, he seems to have had no other
ground than a senso of duty, And he had his reward.
No man in Ireland was ever reverenced with such nue-
quivocal public honour,  Inall the warfure of party, no
shaft aver struck his pure and lofty crest. Old con-
nexions, and the custom of the time, which mado overy
men of independent fortune enter publie life on the side
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of opposition, designated him a Whig, But no man
less bowed to partisanship, no man more clearly wash.
ed'tho stains of faction from his hands, no man was fur-
ther from the insanity of revolution. With gentle,
but manly firmness, he repolled popularity ; from the
moment when it demanded his principles ns its pur-
chase. With gunerous, but indignant scorn, he raised
up his voice equally agninst tho insidious zecal which
would substitute an affected love of country for pa-
triotism; and tho insurrectionary rage which would
cast off the mild dominion of England, for the licence of
democracy at home., e finally experienced tho fate
of all men of honour thrown into the midst of faction.
His directuess was n tacit reproach to its obliquity; as
his simple honour was felt to be a libel on its ostenta~
tions hypocrisy. 1Ilo had been elected by public ac-
clamation, to the command of tho Irish Volunteers, a
sclf-raised army of 100,000 men. He had conducted
this powerful and perilous force through an auxious
time, without collision with the governmeat, ér with
the people. But, whea French principles began to in-
feat its ranks, he remonstrated ; the remonstrance was
rotorted in a threat of the loss of his popularity; he
embraced the alternative of a man of honour, and re-
signed. But the resignation was fatal to his threaten-
ers. When he laid the staff out of his hands, he laid
down with it the credit of the Volunteers. They lost
the national contidence from that moment. Rude and
violent agitators first usurped the power, thendividedit,
and then quarrelled for the division. The glaring evil
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of the bayonot deawn for politionl objoots, startled
tho common nonse of the country, and drove it to take
vofuge with the ministor, Thoe Nutionn! ariny, which
had been rained mnid tho shouts of the nation, was now
cashicrod by its univorsul outery, T'ho ngitators
went down among the conunon wrocky and, in the
universal swoll aud upronr of the popular mind, the
fumo and virtuos of the venerable communder of the
Volutiteers, alone flonted undiminished to the shore.

But, if for one quality alone, the nama of this noble-
man ought to be held in memory., Perhaps no other
public individunl of hie duy oxtended such prompt and
houourableprotection to men of ability, in theiradvance-
ment in the vartous ways of life.  Ho had two boroughs
at his command i tho Irish Houso of Commons, and
in all the venality which so daringly distinguished
partisauship in that House, no one ever heard of the
sule of the borougim of Lord Charlemont. Heapplied
his influence to the high-minded purposo of introdu.
ciug men of talems into the Legislature.

An accidental intercourse with Burke, chiefly
cousequence of the character which ho derived from
the treatise on the Sublime and Beautiful; induced
this nobleman to serve his interests, by a connexion
with the Secretary for Ireland, so well known by the
name of single-specch Hamilton,

Humiltow'’s character is a problem to this hour, A
single effort of eloguence had placed him among the
hopes of the British senate. He never repeated it
Its reputation, und the friendship of Lord IHulifux,
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then President of the Board of ‘I'rade, made him a
momber of the Bonrd in 1756, But Hamilton still con-
tinued silont. In four yeurs aftor, ho was inudo Secre-
tary for Ireland, on tho appointment of his noble friend
as Lord Lioutonunt, In the Irish House, the neces-
sities of his situntion, as Prime Ministor of the Viou-
royalty, overcumo his nervousncss, and ho spoke, on
sevornl occnsions, with cffuct. But, on his return to
tho Linglish Paclinment, his powors woere aguin shut
up; and, by a strango pusillanimity, o tonderness of
oratorical repute, unworthy of the member of an
Luglish public assembly ; during the romainder of his
life, hiv voice wus never heard. Yet, probubly no
man led a more anxious and scll-condemning life.
During this poriod, publie distinction, and distinction
peouliurly by cloquonce, seomm to have never left his
thoughts. e compiled, he wrote, he made conumon-
places of rhotovic, he was perpetunlly preparving for
the grand cxplosion, to which he was never to lay
tho train, He suw, and we may well supposo with
what bittor stings to his vanity, the contemporaries
whose talents ho had scorned, hastening on in the
puth which he longed yet feared to tread, and suatch-
ing the laurels that had once hung down, soliciting
his hand.  Ho saw a new goeneration start up while
he pondered, enter upon contests whose magnitude
rendered all the past trivial, and display powers which
threw the mero rhotorician hopelessly into the shade.
Still he continued criticising, preparing for the great
effort thut was never to be made, and calculating on
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the famo which he had already suffered finally to
escape ; until he sank out of tho remembranco of so-
cioty, and dwindled into the grave. Literary history
has seldom afforded an example of self-opinion so com-
pletely its own pumisher ; his extravagant sense of the
merit of a single effort, strangled every effort to come;
he was stifled in his vwn fume; his vanity was suicidal.

With a superior of this order, jealous, anxious, and
severe, it was tmpossible that Burke’s open tempera-~
ment, and gallant dependence on hisown powers, should
long cordially agree. At the end of two years, he sud-
denly abandoned the private secretaryship ; to which
he declared that IHamilton, in the spirit of tyranny,
had annexed degrading conditions; and in 1763 re-
turned indignantly to England, to take the chances of

beginning the world again.
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