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TWO NOTABLE INDEPENDENCE
DAY SPEECHES
Amid the resounding oratory of Independence" Day, two feecheS WOJJB made U^a a,e
worthy of special, notice, One ^ g
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nonconformist clergy, who later made up the

of the Rev. John Wise, and his works,
•d in 1772, "Have been declared to be
nu M » w less than a textbook of liberty for our
Revolutionary forefathers.
So, concludes President Coolidge from such

facts:

By Fontaine Fox
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"While the written word was the foundation, it is apparent that the spoken word was
the vehicle for convincing the people. This came
with great force and wide range trom the successors of Hooker and Wise.Mt was earned on
with a missionary spirit which did not fail to
reach the Scotch-Irish of North Carolina, showing its influence by significantly making that
colony the first to give instructions to its delegates looking to independence. This m-eachmg
reached the neighborhood of Thomas Jefferson,
who acknowledged that his "best ideas of democracy" had been secured at church meetings.
That these ideas were prevalent in Virginia is further revealed by the Declaration ot
Rights, which was prepared by George Mason
and presented to the general assembly on May
27, 1776. This document asserted popular sovereignty and inherent natural rights, but confined the doctrine of equality to the assertion
that "AH men are created equally free and independent." U can scarcely be imagined that
Jefferson was unacquainted with what had
been done in his' own Commonwealth of Virginia when he took up th j task of drafting the
Declaration of Independence.
Later, the President says:
"Of course, the world is always influenced
by all the experience and all the thought of
the past. But when we come to a contemplation of the immediate conception of the principles of human relationship which went into
the Declaration of Independence we are not required to extend our search beyond our own
shores. They are found in the texts, the sermons and the writings of the early Colonial
clergy who were earnestly undertaking to instruct their congregations in the great mystery
of how to live. They preached equally because
they believed in the fatherhood of God and the
brotherhood of man. They justified freedom
by the text that we are all created in the di• vine image, all partakers of the divine spirit.
IMauing every man on a plane where he
acknowledged no superiors, where no one possessed any right to rule over him, he must inevitably choose his own rulers through! a system of self-government. This was their theory
of democracy. In those days such doctrines
would scarcely have been permitted to flourish
»nd spread in any other country. This was the
purpose which the fathers cherished. In order
that they might have freedom to express their
£ ! thoughts and opportunity to put them into ac'•'£ ti6n, whole congregations with their pastors
migrated to the Colonies. These great
were,jn the air that our people breathed,
we may say of iX the Deolara-
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