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A

OQERM ON,

"PSALM LIXVL 1o.

 Supely the wrath of man f}all praife thee = the
remainder of wrath fhalt thou reflrain.”’

HOUGH G OD, (for wilc reafons, beft
" known to himfelf) has permitted fin to

enter into the world ; yet, we inay be {ure,
he will not {uffer the purpofes of his goodnefs to
be fruftrated by it ; but will, in fome way er
other, over-rule this worft of evils, for good ;
and make firners them{eives, (contrary to their
-defign and intentior:) the infltruments of promo-
ting the great ends of his moral government, ard
the occafional caufes of benefit to others, at the
fame time, that they expcle themiclves to mifery
and ruin, which will inevitably come vpen them,
either ir this world or in that to come,or in bath,
as a juft punithment for their wickednefs, unlels

preventcd by repentance,
a ‘ It
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IT cannot be doubted, but the infinitely wife
Gop knows how to promote his own glory, by
thofec ungoverned tufts of envious, difcontented
- and proud mortals, which are a prolific fource of
continual mifchief and mifery, both to particular
perfons and focieties, and whereby thoufands and
ten thoufands are involved in great troubles and
grievons diftrefles; all the days of their lives,
And asGop knows how to promote his own glo-
1y, by the lufts of men, {o we have reafon to be-
liecve that he will do it, (as he has done it already
~ in Innumerable obvious inftances, from. the be-.
ginning of the world) either by laying reftraints
upon thofe lufls, or over-ruling their operations.
‘in foch a2 manner, as to make them contribute

(in dire&t contrariety to their natural aim) to the
cxccution of his own gracious purpofes ; or by
tzkinz occafion from them, to exhibit fuch re-
markable difplays of his power, wifdom and
goodnefs, as fhall be admiradly adapted to beget
and chenth adoring thonghts of his being, perfec-
tions, and providence,and to produce all thofe ex-
ternal honorary alts of worfhip and homage,
which be requires of .us,

‘'We live in an angry and provoking world.
Ever fince the fatal apoftacy of our firft parents,
the wrath of man has been at work to fpread mi-
fery and wretchednef(s over the face of the earth.
Hate/ul ana bating one another,is too much the
charadier of by far the greater part of the human
race. It feems indeed, that it muft be evident to
everyone, that the happinefs of focial life depends

T - eflentaliy
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effentially upon the exercife of mutual berzvolece
and the conftant reciprocal interchange of kind
and friendly offices ; but yet, as if men were en-
tirely ignorant of the vaft advantages of love 2nd
harmony, peace and friendthip, it may, with
truth, be athrmed of the generality, that they

¢ Live in hatred, enmity and ftrife
“ Among themfelves, and levy cruel wars,
¢ Walling the earth, each other to deitroy.” -

TurovugH the prevalence of pride, envy, am-
bition, avarice, and othér corrupt lufls, the earth
is full of the habitations of violence, cruelty and
war, Thefe paffions are the grand {ource of mu-
tual jealoufies, animofities, enmities, reproaches,
Infults and injuries ; they lead directly to 2 viola-
tion of every moral obligation, and of every pria-
ciple of focial virtue ; their natural fruitsare in-
juftice,unrighteonfnefs & oppreffion,from whence
come ftrife and contention, difcord, tumult anhd
diforder ; and when they are inflamed with wrath
and armed with power, they generally drive mat-
ters to extremity, pufhing men into fuch acbitrary
and cruel aflions and purfuits, as enkindle the
flames of war, which it often requires a vait effu-

fion of human blood to extinguith.

- But when we fee or feel thef-d effelts of the
diforderly paffiors and baneful diftempers of hu«
'man nature, our comfort is, that £be Lord Gad am-
nipotent resgneth, who can and will anfwer his
own moit wife purpofes thereby, or fet bounds
thereto, as to his influite wifdom (hall feem be;h
T T T This

- e
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This comfortable doctrine is ciearly contained in
the text. We may reft aflured, that the fupreme
governor of the world, will not fuffer 2be wrath
of man, of a weak and impotetit mortal, (how
.amuch focver advanced above his fellow mortals)
to gverthrow his government, or defeat the coun-
fels of his wifdom ; but will caufe it to praife
Eim 5 that is, (as was juft now {uggefted) he will

crlitht'i' fo check and reftrain it, or fo manage and
over-rule the operations of it, as to make.it fub-

fervient to the ends and defiﬂrns cf his providence,

and the cccafional caufe of fuch events, as fhall
thew forth his perfeftions,and induce every atten-
tive and pious obferver, to praife and glorify him,

I pourT not, my hearers, but you can recal-
le@ inftances that have fallen under your own ob-
fervation, wherein the lofts of particular perfons
have been either remarkably-reftrained,or remar-
kably over-ruled, as occafions of good, wiere
evil was defigned and intended. Every inftance
-of this kind, that comes within our view, ihould
lead us toadmire and adore the wifdom and good=
nefs of God, who difappointeth the evil dcﬁgns
of finners, and caufeth even the operation of theic
lufts to be productive-of events, in favour of thofe,

whom they meant to injure.

Sacrep hiftory furnithes us with many in-
ftances, to this purpofe. I will mention a few of
them, which will ferve, at once, to illuftrate the
meaning of the text, and-o fuggcﬁ fome thoughts

ard reflections, fuitanle to the prefent occafion.
Tug
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Tue ftory of Jofeph, in the book of Genefis;
n‘r;rds one inftance, to this purpofe. In&u_,med
by pndc envy, anger and unreafonable refent-
ment; his brethren fold him into Egypt. They
had nothing in view; in this bafe and unnatural

:ian, but ‘the gratification of their own unruly
pufftons dnd COrrupt fufis ; but the witdom of
Gop over-ruled it for good contrary to their ex-
petation and defign,  They thought evil againit
thelr tardocent brother when thcy {old him for
2 {lave ; but this hemouﬂy‘ wicked adiion of
thens, was the occaficn of his piowotion to high
honor and auathority in  the Egyptian courr,
whereby he was enabled to fave bis fatber's
Liuje, and mach peopie alive in a time of famine,

ANoTHER pertinent inftance, we may find in
the niftory of Pharach, 1n the bcmnnmtr of the
book of Exodus. The wrath and madnefs of
Pharzoh, and the cruelties which his hauehty and
m:.me temper piOtht‘d him to exercife upon the

ssildrén of Ifrael, in order to check their growth,
and fecure them1n 2 flate of dependance ;md ba[c

fervitude, prepared the way, under the govern-
ment of Plowdem.c for their remarkable deliver-

ance : and afforded occafions for a feries of fuch
wondet (x] difplays of the power of Gob, as couid
hot but excite all pious obfervers tO pay him
their devout honors and ddarauom And the
deitruciion, which Pharaoh's pride and obftinacy
plunved him into, was no lels remarkable, than
w.zs the deliverance of lirael,  From whence it

3 natural to obicn’e that rroud afynmﬂ Inertais
!_’I-
arc‘
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are often enfnared in the work of their cwn bands,
and defeated by the very meafures which they
take to carry their iniquitous fchemes into execu-
tion, There are many devices sn a man’s beart,
fays the wife man, but foe-counfel of the Lird,
that fhall fland, | *

Tae great men, the princes and potentates of
the earth, who are entrufted with the manage.
ment of the.affairs of ftates and kingdoms, are s
much {ubject 1o the controul of -an higher power,
- as any of the lower ranks and clafles of people,
They are all at the difpofal of the fupreme Go-
wernor of the world, whofe providence, as it is
concerned 1n all cccurrences and events, and inall
the viciffitudes of human affuirs, fo does more
efpecially interpofe in the rife and fall of empires,
and in all the great revolutions that take place
among the nations of the earth. In ways and by
means unthought of and unforefeen, the profound-
eft policiesand meft promifing {chemes of reftlef
ambition, are often difconcerted, and the mea-
fures adopted by it, made to terminate in its own
confufion. When this is the cale, we have al-
ways reafon to adore the providence of that Al-
mighty Being, who prefides over the world, and
s the difpofer of all events,

" Tuose men, who are aCtuated by a luft of
power and domination, feem, fometimes, to be
judicially left of Gop, to ufe fuch methods, for
the promotion of their ambitious {chemes, as have

a diret tendency te defeat their enterprizes, and
B ATl ICNCLLLY 10 gelcal el ¢ "
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to preferve to others thofe important rights and li=
berties, of which they endcavour to rob them,
for the fake of aggrandizing themfelves. The
conduct ot Reboboamn, after the death of his fa-
ther Solemen (as 1tis recorded in the twelfth chap-
ter of the firft book of Kings) affords a very itri-
king example of this kind, As f{oon as Reboba-
am came totie throne of his father, the people:
applied to him, with their petitions, for a redrefs
of grievances : But Rehoboam, defpifing the
moderate counfels of the aged and wife, and fol-
lowing the imprudent advice oI young and- un-
kiltul. courticrs, as being more agreeable to his
own afpiring and ambitious views, anfwered the
people roughly, and rejedted their petitions with
mfult.. In confequence of fuch ili-treatment, ten
tribes revolted, and fet up another king over
them : Of this revolt and revolution, R heboham
himlelf was the immediate occafional or procu-
ring caufe. His pride and haughtine(s, alienated
from him the hearts of the oreateft part of fis
fubjets, and divided his father’s dominion into
two kingdoms. Butitis very obfervable, thatit
s exprefily faid, Tbe caufe was from the Lord ;
and this is affigned as the reafon why Reheboam,
adhering to the imprudent counfels of raw and rafh
politicians, rejected, with afirontive infolence, the
reafonable petitions of the peopie. This revolu~-
tion being agreeable to the will ofGobp, Rehobo-
am was left to his own folly,which kept the things
of his peace out of fizht, and inflaenced him to
take a {tep, which proveked the moft of the tribes
to.throw off their allegiance, and rejed him from.

b o e p—iy —
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-bcmg kmg over them. Thus Gop oﬁcn falel}
the wijpin their own craftinefs ; caufing the me..

Jures which they principally depend-upon, for ac.
-complifhing their ambitious deligns, to produce
evenis directly contrary to their vncws and uap‘,c.

;-lr’rtlu‘]a‘

By their wrath, by their vindi&ive refentments,
the haughty and ambmous are fomnctimes preci-
pmted into ations, for the gratification of their
oride and revenge, Wthh not only iffue 1n they
©¥n ruin, but in the advancement of thofe whom
they meant to defiroy. Haman (of whom we
have a pudicular account in the book of Efther) is
an Inftance i proof of this. In the ficrcenefs of hI&
wrath (t thie occation of which, it may be prclumed
you aie not ignorant of) Haman plottcd the de-
ftrultion of Mordecai,and all the Jews in the kln -
.dom of Ahafuerus ; and had the addres to obtam
a decree 3rom the kmﬂ" for that purpole. But this
jnfernal plot terminated i in his own utter ruin, and
led the way to Mordecai’s promotion,affording, at
the fame time, an occafion for a fignal difplay of
the wifdom and goodnefs of Provldencc i the
deliverance of:the Jews from the deftruction that

was juft ready to fall upon them, This inftance,

with that of .Pharaoh before mentioned, will fuf-
,ﬁcwntly _]Uﬁlfy the following ob(ervanon iz, that,

GreAT and important revolutions, in favour
of the caufe of righteoufnefs and liberty, are fome-
times  brought about, by means of the cruel and
W*zzﬁsalvc meafures, Wthh Powcrful opprcﬂEﬂ

- * take,

!
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take, to promote their ambitious views, and ta
‘keup others in awe and {ervile dependence, Wrath
and cruelty are gencrally rafh and precipitate, and
calculated to raife a {pirit of indignagon and defa
perate eppofition, in thofc who feel the fad eff= s
of them. The haughty tyrant, who endeavours
to advance his oppreffive fchemes, and to fer hine
felf up above all law and jaflice, by feveritics and
cruelties, dictated by wrath, does thereby fie-
quently work out his own difappiiatment, and
is forced eventually te acknowledge his impo-
.tcncc and to ewn a power above himfelf,

BU'I‘ when the power of oppreflors is {o great,

as to bear down all oppofition; and com pf:l peow
ple to a {ervile fubmiffion, it is to be confidered as

a juft judegment of GOD, who f{oinetimes caufes
the wrarh of man to praije him, by employing it
to punith a people for their fins. And herein we
nay obferve ‘the unfearchable wifdom -of Gop,
who, while man (unnecefiitated by any fowign
1impulfe) is impioufly and wickedly gratifying his
tofts, makes thofe very lufls {ubfervient to his
providence, - for the punifbment of others.  This
15 admirably fet forth in the conduc¢t of the Af-
fyrian monarch .(as the fame is recorded in-the
tenth chapter of the prophecy of lfaiah.) Gep
was pleafed to make ufe of this haughty tyrant
as.d rod, for the correclion and chaftifement of
his: pcoplﬁ; wdely managing the diftempers of
his prosd and ambitious mind, for the punifh-
ment of the Jews, for their fintul defecions from
bim, But as the Aflyrian alted f{reely, being
o undcr
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under no conftraint, it was no excufe for him,
that Gop made his pride 2nd ambition, inftra-
mental in bringing his righteous judgments on
the Jewifh nation ; byt his condu@ was highly
affrontive to Heaven, ahd expofed him to the
righteous refentments of the Supreme Governar,
Wherefore, fays Gop, when 1 have performed my
awbole will an Zion and Yerufalem, 1 will punils
the fruit of the flout beart of the king of Afyria,
ond the glory of bis bigh looks,

IN the inftances that have been mentioned
above, we fee, that fofar as Gop permits the
awrath of man to exert itfelf, he will over-rule the
operations of it, for advancing the important pur-
pofes of his government ; and we are fully affu-
red that he will, Inno cafes, fuffer it to break
out farther, than fhall redound to his praife and
honor, The remainder of wrath be will reffrasn;
that is, he will fet bounds to it, and render it un-
able to accomplith what it aims at, Thus (as
we ate informed in the §yth chapter of the pro-
phecy of Ifaiah) he reftrained Sennacherib’s
wrath, and forced him to quit his enterprize
- againft Jerufalem. Sennacherib carried his boafts

and menaces to fuch an height, as implied a defi-
ance of thegreat Lord of heaven and earth ; but
the Gop whom he defied interpofed, and pre-
vented his atiempting what he defigned, by the
miraculous deftruétion of one hundred and eigh-
ty-five thoufand of his army in one night ; thus
putting an book in bis nofe, and a bridle in bt
Jéws, and obliging him to refurn home aj/:amez;

. T Suc
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Such miraculous interpofitions of providence for
reflraining the wrath of man, cannot indeed be
rationally expefted, in common cafes ; but Gop
can do this as effeGtually, without a miracle, as
with, as will appesr from what will prefently be

offered.

SHouLD Gop permit the wrath of man to do
all that 1t defigns, what havock and devaftation,
what mi{chief and wretchednefs, would it {pread
through the world ? This world, at beft, is a ve-
1y turbulent {cene; but it would be much more
fo, did not providence lay reftraints upon the lafts
and pafilons of ill-defigning men, and prevent
their going to fuch lengths in mifchief, as they
wifh. 1t is bappy for the world, that man’s pow-
er is not equal to his wrath ; and that thofe,who,
inftigated by an evil temper, form mifchievous
projelts, are often hindered from executing them ;
at leaft, to that extent, which they dcfire,

TuERE are many ways, wherein Gop checks

and reftraing the wrath of man, and defeats its
pernicious devices, when, and fo faras he pleafes,

SoMETIMES he dees this by raifing a fpirit of
fear, whereby men are difcouraged from under-
taking or profecuting thofe mifchievous enterprie
zes, which their wrath and corrwpt lufts would

otherw:{e prompt them to undertake and purfue,
As Gob has the bearts of all men in Eis bands,

and turnetb them wbhitherfozver be will, as the ri-
vers of waler, o there is reaflon to believe that,

by
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by fecret influences, he does fometimes raife and
f@mcumcs deprels the natural {pirits of men, for
the promotion of his purpofes of judgment or of
mercy, Every one who is acquainted with; and
firmly believes ﬂlc divine phllolophy of the fcnp-
tures, muft be clear in this, that Gob can; and
frequently does, by immediate ifipreflions on the
tnind, fo eﬁcétually dithearten and intimidate
t"xofe whote vindi&ive paffions would lead them
into all manner of mifchief and cruelty; as either
to confine the operations of their wrath to them-
felves, or to render it weak and ithpotent,faint and
#rrefolute,in its attempts againft cthers The ty-
rants of the earth are, no doubt, often thus re-
firained. Faintnefsis [ekt into t/mr hearts, and
fuar takes hold on them, which ferves as a bar: 13y
sgaindt that rorrent of wmth, which would other-
wifc {pread ceflru@ion and delolation all around
E‘J‘icm. Again, '

SomrTiMEs Gon reframns mef’s wrath by
mtcrpoilm unthought-of accidents, obtacles and

dithcultics, which entirely difconcert their mea-
fares and overthrow their milchievous {chemes
and devices, The race ss not fo the [wift, fays
the royal preacher, nor the battle to the [irong,
peither yet bread (o the wife, nor yet rickes to men
¢f underflanding, nor yet favour to men of fisll;
but time and chance bappeneth to them alt : by
which he doubtlefs means to teach us, ¢ that
€ there is a fecret providence concerned in all
“ human aftairs, which fometimes prefents_men

% with uncxpcded opportunities, or mterpofeth
« aCCIdﬁhtsa

“ LT e —
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¢ accidents, which no human wiflom could
« forefee ; which fometimes produceth events
¢ contrary to human probabiiniies, giving fuccefs
¢ to very umikely means, and defeating the jwift,
“ the ftrong, the learned, the indofirious, ard
“ thofe that are beft verfed in men and bufinefs,
“ of their feveral ends, and defigns.””  All na=
ture 1t at the beck of the great Creator, who,
when he pleafss, can employ any part thereof, to
dijapposnt the devices of the crafty, and carry
the counfels o) the froward headong. What we
call fecond canfes, are entirely. dependent upon
the great firft caufe, to whom they owe all their
force and energy ; and who can, and, no doubt,
often does (either immediately by himfelf, or
mediately by fubordinate agents) occafionally [uf<
jpend, retard or quicken their intluence, to fruf=
trate the moft promifing Ichemes of men, and
thereby to humble their pride, to‘teach them
their dependenice, and to promote his own moft
wife purpofes, Secret and hidden cauies he of
ten {ets to work, whereby unforefeen and unexe
neCted events are produced, which overthrow the
{chemes of human pride, ambition and revenge,
By ftorms and peftilences, by difafters and mif=
fortunes, which no human fkill could forefee, or
rower obviate, he frequently cohibits the wrath
of the mightieft potentates, and crufhes the mif«
chievous machinations ot his people’s enemies ine
to abortion,

FurTurr, Gop fometimes checks and red
frains the wrath of men, by leaving them to ju-
C iciul

i ik
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dicial infatvation, whereby they are led to adom
counfels and meafures, tending, in the natural
courfe of things, to defeat their defigns, and over.
throw their enterprizes.  When men are puthing
forward their iniquitous {chemes with the greats
eft zeal and vehemence, and have the moft flat
tering profpeéts of fuccefs, they are fometimes,
by 2n unaccountable imprudence,led to reject the
counfels moft favourable to their defigns, and to
embrace thofe that lead direcily to difappoints.
ment, The ftory of Abfolom, in the fecond
book of Samuel (not to mention again the cafe
of Rehoboam) furnifhes an Inftance of this kind,
Abfolom raifed a rebellion againft his father Da-
vid ; butin profecuting his ambitious views, he
was remarkably influenced to adopt meafures,
calculated to defeat and difappoint him. The
{ape advice of Ahithophel, ajudicious and fkilful
counfellor, thovgh moft favourable to his de-
figns, was turned info jesliflmefs in his fight, and
he was left to comply with counfels of a differ-
ent nature, which iffued in the ruin both of his
wicked projelts, and himfelf. This was tbe
Lord’s doing. And thus Gob {omctimes judicis
ally hides wifdom from the wife, and leaves them
to purfue fuch mmprudent methods, as diredlly
tend to difappoint their hopes, wnd fruftrate theic

moft promifing {chemes.

OncE more, another way wherein Cop 7
firains the wrath of man, is, by roufing thole whe
fuffer, or are likely to fuffer by it, to ftand in
their own defence ; and inlpiring them with

courage
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courage and refoiution, to oppole and refift, to
the utmott, all the mlichlevous efforis of the am-
bition, wrath and anger of thofe proud afpiring
mortals, who would, if poflible, rob them of
“their natoral nights, and plunge them into a flate
of fervility, And this is the moft vival method
of Providence, fcr refiraining and curbing.the
diforderly paffions «na corrupt lufls of ambitious
and revengeful men. Sometimes Indeed Gop s
pleafed to interpofe in an exiraordinary way, for
the deliverance of his people from the rage and
wrath of their enemies 5 to take their mmroverfy

as 1t werc, into liis own hands ; and to work fal-

vation for them, by means, v which their own
apency is not at all' concerned : but: moft coms-
monly, it 1s by the yight ufe, of thole means
of prefe. vation and fafety, which he has put into
-~ their po ver, that he defends & faves them, There
is nothie more irrational than to neglect foct
means, and depend upon miraculons proteétions.
When Govb purpofes to refliain the wrah of his
peoPIe’s encmies, he ufeally roufes a {pieit of op-
pofl ion, {hirs them up to makea refolute refifte
ance, and animates and cxcites them to the moft
vicorous cfforts for wic maintenance of their
rights.  And whenever a people are enabled to
bufile and di(app(ﬁﬂ“ thelr enemies, and defeat
their attempes to gratily thetr ambition or revenge,
they ouw‘n 1o Ateribe the glory to Gop, whul#
interpoﬁw providence has pra;ipergd their endea-
Tours,and crowned thejr enterprizes with foccels,

(02 A,
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A wp now, my hearers, as the fubje&t does nae
gorali - sopgeft fuch refle€tions as “are {nitzble 19
this #nw verfarv, you may very reafonabiy cy.
pe-t an cpplication of what bas been faid, adapted
to che prefent occaflon. ‘s his therefore will now

be atzempted.

Ix the rife and progrefs of the prefent war, we
have feen bath parts of cur text verified, in ina
numerable inftances. 9bhe wrath of man has been
made to praie GOD, by producing cvents con-
trary to :hofe, which it aimed at, T be wratt of
man has allo been reftrained, defeated and con-
founded, and after all its vannting boalts, been
obliged to own its impotence and weakoels. And,
in fhort, though Gop has permitted #be wrath of
man to plunge us into great tronbles and  diftrel-
{cs, as a juit punifl:ment for our manitold impi-
eties and vices, yet he has hitherto {fo managed
and over-ruled it, fo curbed and checked - it as
to afford-the clearelt evidence of his powerful
providerce, which prefides over the world, and
governs all chings,

Tue pride, avarice and ambition of Great.
Britain, gave rife to the prefent hoftile contefls,
From this fource originated thole eppreflive acls,
v hich firft alarmed the freemen of Americas
and proveked them, afier petitioning ‘in vaip for
redrefs, to form plans of oppofition and refiftance.
This conduct of America exafperated the Britifh
adminiftration, and roufed all their wrath Tranf-
ported with angry relentments, they procccds

ficm
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from oppreflion to epen war, inorder to ‘righten
and compel us into a febmiflion to thofe arbitrary
and defpotic fchemes, which'they were determis
ped, at all hazards, to carry into execution.  But
thofe vindi¢tive and fanguinary counfels and mea«
fures, which, in the vehemence of their pathons,
they adopted, for this purpofc, have, by the pro-
vidence of (GGopy contrary to their expe “'ations,
involved them 1n the mofl perplexing dithicul-
ties, by uniting thirteen provinces of America, 1n
that declaration of independence, which they now
with us 1o relcind,

I srLieve it will be obvious to every one,
who will teke a furvey of the violent and hoflile
proceedings cf Great-Britain, and of the mea-
fures the took to intimidate thefe {tates, and awe
them into unconditicnal f..bmillion, prior to their
declaration of independence, that every part of
her conda&t, was calculated to produce this great
- event ; having a dire¢t tendency to plunge the
people of Americe, 'into a ftate of defperation, by
euttin: them off trom every chance of maintain-
g their liberties, in any other way, than by eret-
ing themfelves into an independent nation, and
- oppfing force with force.  Now, when we con-
fider, that, before our breuking our corneétion
with Great- Biitain, the methods und meafures
ufed and purfued by her.in order toaccompliih
her untighteous defi_ne ngainlt us; and promoie
her ambitious views, did «H unifermly tend to re-
duce us to che neceflity of wking that Pep, duns
It not fecin, usif the had been leit to . dicial in-

-
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fatuation, and that her cordud can beft bic g0
. counted for, by faying, asin the cafe of the re-
volt of the ten tiibes from Rehoboam, 9 be caule
was from the Lord? This (as has been obferved)
is exprefly afligned, as the reafon why Rchoboam
bearkened not to the people, but an'wered ihem
roughly, And may we not, with equal propric.
ty, affign this as the reafon, why the Britith king,

inftead of hearkening to the cries and prayers of
his loyal fubjedls in America, fhculd either treat
their.complaints and petitions with negle&, or an-
{wer them only with infult and addltmna] 1njUe
ties, and fend forth his fleets and armies; vo a«e
them into filence, and force them into fervile
fubmiffion ¢ May we not realosi thus ; The cauce
was from the Lord, therefore the king of Greats
Britain, judicially blinded to his own intereft,
hearkened not to the prayers and petitions of the
opprefled and aggrieved people of America 5 but
tock fuch violent methods, in order to camnel
them into {flavith paffive obcdlencc as reduced
them to the difagreeable neceflity of a revolt and
final feparation ? Had our petitions and orayen
been properly regarded, and moderite pacific
meafures purfued, we {bould have entertained no
thoughts of a revolt ; for even after hoftiliies

had commenced, we were ardently defirous of
continuing anited with our mother country, i
fuch an union could have been preferved, with:
out making a facrifice of our liberties, I am por
fuaded, we may fafely appeal to that Being, wio
fearches al hearts, to juitity us, when we declare,

that 1t was fa.r from our intention or inclination:©
fLPL‘ fu. G
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{eparate ourfclves from Great-Britain ; and that
we had it not'even in conteinplation 1o fet up for
independency 3 bat on the contrary, earneftly
withed to remain conne@ed with her, umil (he
had deprived us of all hopes of preferving fuch a
connection, upon any better terms than uncone
ditional fiibmuflion, It whas her retufing to grant
us better terms, that anited thele flates, and for-
med the confederation, which has conne&ed them
together like a band of brethren, and, of many
members, made them one compacdied and well«
cemented body. And that the thould infift upon
this, and, depending upon her power to cruth
us, fhould reject and trample under foot all our
petitions, and come againft us with hoftile force,
inorder to eftablith an abloiute defpotic domi-
pion over us, argues that fhe was left to her own
folly (as Rehoboam was) o purfue meafures con-
trary to her peace, and which, in the natural
courfe of things, tended to produce that revolu-
tion, which has difmembeied the Britith em-
pire, and raifed fo great a part of it to a ftate of

indepcndencc.

Anp as the wrath of Great-Britain, under the
over-ruling providence of Gop, firt occafioned
this great revolution, fo her wrath has hitherto
beea defeated in all its powerful efforts to reduce
us back to a ftate of dependence ; which can ba
a{cribed to nothin; but the interpofition of a pow-
erful Providence, laying reftraints upon her, and
weakening her hands, fo that (he could not per-

form her enterprizes,  For if we look back, and
confider
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- confider the ftrength of nur enemies, »nd our gvn
weak condition, when the awful fcenes of war
firlt opened upon us, we cannot bat acknowledge
it to be owing to the {pecial interpofing power of
the Supreme Difpofer of all things, that we were
not foon overcome, but have been enabled to
maintain our caufe hitherto, 17 many fcvere cop-

flicts, through feveral bloody campaigns,

WrEN we confider how unprepared and un-
provided we were for the conteft, when hoftilities
firlt commenced ; that we were without money,
without ammunition, without magazines, with-
out cloathing for foldiers; that we had neither
military difcipline nor any regular fetiled civil go-
vernment 3 that we were deftitute of that affift.
ance from foreign powers, which we have had
fince ; and, in{hort, that under the greateft dif-
acvantages, bzing cencient in ail military prepas
rations, we were forced into a war, with an ence
my, well prepared and well provided with all ef-
fentials tor the conflic, having a numerous and
well-difciplined armv, commanded by {ki;lful and
experienced officers, who had been bred to arms ;
2nd a navy fuperior to any in Europe, which gave
them the empire of the feas, and rendered their
sclources almoft inexhaufiible s when we confi-
cer thefe things, what reaton have we to adopt
the 'angnage of the Phlmit, and fay, If it bed
nt heen the Lord, wbo was on our fide, our enee
mtes wanid heve jwaiowed us up quick ¢ Efpeci-
ativ, when we contider fucther, the peculiar ha-
z«rids and- ditficulues we were iubjeited to, from

| T T isernal
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jnternal eneinies, who under the pretevt of news
trality, or the difeuife of friendfhip, were con-
ftantly plotting mifchief againft us, and doin 1 alf
that they conld, with fatety, to weaken onr
han. s 5 to dilcourage and difhearten us ; to ob-
ftract our gperations; to perplex an i entangle
our affuirs; and to atd and affit the Britith for-
ces. The principal advantiges pained, at one
time er another, by our profcfled enemies, who
have openly waged war againft us, have been
greatly owing to affiftances afforded them, by fe-
cret enemics among ourfelves, who, had not the
mercy of Gop prevented, would, before now,
have ruined their countrye  We have therefore
abundant reafon to be thankful to the {overeign
Ruler of the world, not only that he hath hither-
to protected us againft the open violence of ouf
- avowed foes ; but alfo that he hath guarded ue
againft the treacheries and treafonable confpira-
cier, of falfe and difaffeCled perfons, whom we
have harboured in our own befoms ; and defeat-
ed thofe hidden and mifchievous artifices, which
they have ufed to work our deftrufion.

Tue {cene of war, in which we have been
involved, has been chequered with an alternate
fucceflion of favourable and unfavourable events,
Sometimes we have met with difappointments
and defeats, when we had raifed expeétations of
{uccefs, At other times we have been profpered,
even beyond our moft {anguine expzations. In
feveral inftances our enterprizes have been crown-
ed with wonderful fuccefs, exceeding onr mofk

D F’-““"“:rl_ng
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?attcr'fng hopes, And, on the whole, we have
oreat reafon to adore the providence of Gop,
who has hitherto remarkably reftrained the wrath
of our enemics ; mercifully defended and pro-
‘tected us ; and {upported our righteous caufe, by
many fignal interpofitions.

'To every attentive obferver, it muft be obvi-
ous, that the wrath of Great-Britain, fo far as it
has been permitted toexert itfelf, has contribated
to bring about and eftablith our independency.
1t has evidently been the cccafion of events,which
have raifed us to an honorable confideration a-
mong the European powers, and induced fome
of them openly to efpoufe our caufe, and aid us
by a friendly alliance. It is alfo worthy of ob-
fervation, that the wrath, which has been enkin-
dled in American breafts, has been over-ruled
for the promotion of the fame great ends, Great-
Britain firft prepared fewel, and then put fire to
the combuoftibles, which (he had prepared, for
fetting the paffions of America intoa flame. And
the wrath, which fhe has thus roufed in Ameri-
ca, has been wifely managed by Providence, for
checking and reftraining her rage and vengeance.
Her condu has not only been the occafion of
ftirring up a noble fpirit of liberty throughout
America, and kindling into a blaze every fpark
of virtuous patriotifm, and true courage ; but of
firing the mind with Loneft indignatien and re-
fentment ; yea, of tranfporting the paflions,
fome inflances, among ixdividuals, into criminal
excefles, But eventhele excefles of the paﬁi}jnsa

- AY3
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have, by Providence, been made to confpire with
better principles, and more laudable fprings of ac-
tion, to ftrengthen the oppofition to Britith ty-
ranuy, and check the career of 2nitith rage and

Cm:lty.

Far be it from me to jultify any cxcefies of
wrath and anger. 1 am no advecate for outra-
oes, even on the moft provoking occuficns.  But
I cannot but obferve, that, as on the one hand,
it will’not be denied, that the human paffions
have, in fome wnflances, among particular perfons
broken forth into a criminal excefs of riot 5 f{o,
on the other, it cannot but be acknowledged,
that there have been many inftances of a very cul-
pable indifference and tamenefs of temper, which,
without any emotion, could behoid the impend-
ing ruin of the country, or have quietly fubmitted
to conceddions fatal to liberty.

WE are not to fuppofe, that cither reafon orre~
higion requices the total fuppreflion of the pafii-
ons. It is both rational, and a duty, to ftir them
up into excreife, when fuitable objects are prefent-
ed to view, INone of our orizipal pafiions, are
10 themelves vicious. They become vicious on~
ly by their exorbitancy. 1t is the excefs of- them
that is criminal.  While they are tempered with
prudence and difcretion, and kept within due
bounds, they may be indulged to advantage up-
on many occaflons, |

Trovcu race, and inflamed wrath, are no ef-
fential properties of pasriotifm ; yet patriotifm,
D2 withous
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without feeling or fenfibility, is a meer name,
The paffionate appearance of the fame love of
one’s country, and of the fame determined zeal
for promoting the honor and imtereft of it, wilk
indeed be different, in different conflitutions, A
pauriot of a calm and difpaffionate temper, tho”
he cannot but feel juft refentment at the wrongs,
and injuries done to his country, and fhew a fica-
dy refolution to do all, that in him lies, to maine
tain his country’s caute, againft all its €ncmies,
wili yet not fhew the {ame vehement warmth,
that will difcover 1tfelf 1n a patniot, of a more fan-
guine and fiery temper, nor be {o liable to be be-
trayed, by a fierce zeal, into imprudent and rath

meaiures,

Axp here let me obferve, that to me it feems
an argument of the wildom ot Gop, that (as
there are few comparatively poffcfied of virtuous
principles; and as even the belt principles, wisi-
out a flimulus from the paflions, would remain
dormant and inaQive ; and as the generality are
influgpced by their paffions only, which need
fomething to reftrain and direct them, or to roufe
them up, when the public good calls for great
and general exertions) Providence has {o ordered
3t, that there thould be a diverfity of tempers and
conftitutions among men, to be beth a fpur ana
a check to one another ; that the more warm
and vechement might give an altive {pring to the
more cool and fluggifh, and, on the coutrary, the
smore calm and moderate be a curb to the more:
finguine and hafty ; and tht the two extremcs,

feeling
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meeting with thofe, who are more equally tem-
pered with due proportions of geal and prudence,
all might happily unite ; and, by the mutual col-
lifion of their different tempers and paflions, be
epabled to colle€t their feveral powers, into one
combined and vigorous effort, for carryins ioto
exccution, every peceflary enterprize, aganil a
common enciny, and for the promotion of the
weifare and profperity of fociety.

BuT whatever we may think of the ends of
Providence, in ordering fuch a diver{iy of tem-
pers among men, this is cerrain, that Gop will
fo manage the moft diforderly, turbulent and
boifterous palfions, asto make them promotive of
the defigns of his government, or lay fuch 1e-
flratnts upon them, that inflead of frufirating,
they (hall really {ubferve the purpofes of his wit-
dom. Of this we have had the cloareft evidence,
in a variety of inftances in the courf€ of the pre-
fent war 3 which affords {ubftantial ground for a
rational hope and truft in Gob, for the future.

Hap the power of Great-Britain been equal to
her wrath, whar a miferable and wretched fitua-
tion thould we have been in, before now ! From
the rage and vindiQivenc{s, which fhe has difca-
vered ; from the threats which fhe has thrown.
out; and from the baibarous cruelties which
have marked her fleps in the prolecution of the
prefent war (efpecially when fhe gained any ad-
vantages over us) we may eafily infer what would

be our uphappy fate. thould her wrath prevail, at
- ) faft,
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Jaft, and force us to {urrender at difcreticn, In
this cafe, all would be feizure and procefs, confi.
cation and imprifonment, blood and horror, in.
folence and arbitrary punifhment, For {o it al
ways has been, and always will be, when what i
called a rebellion is tupprefied, and the {uppoled
rebels obliged to throw themf{elves uncondition-
ally upon the mercy of their incenled prince,

- GREAT-BrITAIN indeed, fince our aliiance
with France, has made a thew of offering a re-
drefs of grievances, and of granting us even more
than we afked for, before our declaration of in-
* dependence ; on coadition of our re-uniing our-
felves with her, 1n violation of our national faith
and honor, which we have folemnly plighted to
our generous ally 3 but {fhould we comply with
this condition, what fecurity cculd we have of
her lafting friendfhip ? Philip, of Spain, when
he found that his arbitrary proceedings had
thrown his fubjes, in the low countries, into 2
ferment and flame, and raifed fuch an oppofition
to his government, as he was unable immediately
to lupprefs, was once prevatled upon by the re-
;refcntations of the governefs, the Duchefs of
arma, to hearken to their complaints and pe-
titions, and grant a redrefs of prievances ; In
confequence of which, things in general, foon
returned to a tollerably quiet and peaceable ftate.
But notwithftanding this feeming compliance
with thedefires of his fubjects, Philip only meant
to gain time, being determined, as foon as cir-
cumftances fhould be more favourable, to profe-
| Cuis
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eate his ambitious and tyrannical {chemes, Ac-
cordingly, in a little while, he commiffioned the
Duke of Alva, at the head of a large army of ve-
teran troops, to carry the fame into the moft ri-
sorous execution : This condult of his,rekindled
the flame, and revived thofe comamotions, which
eventually coft Spatna great part of her low coun-
ry provinces,  Should we,in contradiction to our
folemn engagements to others, return {6 our con~
neclion withGreat- Britain,upon the plan propofed
by her commffioners (who, by the way, are not
empowered to ratify any thing) we might foon,af-
wer the example of the low countries, be again o-
bliged to feperate from her, and tofly to arms for
our defence,  'And in this cafe fthe would have 2
fairer chance of fubjugating us, and we fhould be
- in the utmoft danger of falling a prey 10 her pow-
er and wrath, becaute, having violaied our faith
with foreigh powers, they would hardly be per-
fuaced to truft us again, or to afford us thofe fup-
plics and fuccours, that we might fland in peed

of,

IT is doubtlefs the ardent defire of every one,
now prefent, to {ge a {peedy and happy end to
thewar, But can any foppofe, that a feperate
compofition with Great-Britain, upon her terms,
would reftore public peace and tranquility, and

-~ clofe the feenes of war # Have we not rather rea=
ion 1o believe, that it would oblige us immedi-
ately to engage in her quarrel with thofe, who
! ?Hve befriended us in our diftrefs, and afift her
Wavenging herfelf upon them, for the aid which

f | they




[ 32 ]

they afforaed us 2 A leparate peace with Grea.
Eritain, upon any other plan, than that of equaii
ty and mutual independence, would piunge s
directly into a war with France and ! pain, wiy
would have reafon to refent {uch a flagrant vigl..
tion of our national faith and honor. And Pro-
bably 1t would alfo arm many other Kuropen
powers againft us, We can therefore have no
hopeful profpe@, of enjoying the bleflings o
peace, or of enjoying them long, but upon the
plan of independency.

Tue appeal has been made to Heaven, and
Heaven has hitherto fupported us, and reftraingd
the wrath of our enemies. Truiting in Gop
therefore, we fhould take courage ftill to fanl
Faft in the liberties, wherewith be has made us fre,
without fondly defiting any difhonorable and dap-
gerous compofitions.

But though from the great things which
Gop has done for us, we are encouraged to hope,
that his providence will, 1n due ume, work com-
pleat falvation for us, if we continue to exerl
ourfelves, as becometh free men; yet no one can
certainly tell what will be the tfiue of the pre-
{fent contelt, or how 1t will terminate. The vo-
Jumns of futurity are locked agatait human in-
fpection ; nor is it poflible to alcertain the event
of any human enterprize or vndertaking. Qur
concern fhould be, to make the great Governof
of futarity our friend, as we defire the kind aflift-
ances of his propitious providence, to bring ouf
encmies to make peace with us, upon terms of
Lanor, julticeand equality, T An
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AxD here, let me obferve, that nothing dar=
kens ous profpe&s more, or gives us mose 1¢afon
to be fearful, as to the event of the prefent con-
teft, than the great and general prevalence « f una
rightesufnefs among us, He maft have been
very unobferving;, who ddes not know, that by
‘means of unrighteouinefs, the body-politic has
been, and ftill is, labouring under a dangeroug
difeale, the whole bead being fick and the who.e
beart faint, and there being but little jounanefs;
from the crovwn of the bead to the foie of the joots

Tue goodnels of our caufe does not make fuce
cefs certain. A good caufe often fuffers, and i
fometirties loft, by means of the fin and folly cf
thofe, who are engaged in it, Thisis a confi-
deration, which ought to lie with weight on oug
minds, at the prefent day, and engage us to puf
away the evil of our drngs, and R&egp durjelves
from every wicked 101ng,

WurN Solomon fays, rignteon/nefs exalteth @
wation, heaflerts Bo Tpore, than what the expe-
riece of all 2%es has found to be true, Foc
tighteoulnefs not only procures the {miles of 2

PTOPili*’?u@ Providence ilpo'n a pef.}p'le s but al{o
tends, in the natural courfe of things, to promots
uheir profperity 3 being ddapted to prevent diflen=
tions and difcords among them, to cement them
together in th firmeft dnion, and, by preferving
public and private credit, to enable them to col-
le¢t their force 2nd ftrength, when the cafe re-
qutres, for repeliing an invading enemy, and des
dending themfelves againft all the hoftile attempts
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of afpiring ambition, The effe@®s of unrightea
oufuefs are very different ; for unrighteoulnefe
not only provokes Gop to withold his bleffingg
from a people ; but it alfo tends, inits own na«
ture, to entangle anid perplex their affairs, and to
render them weak, and unable to oppofe any vie
olent affaults of atbitrary power, by creating a-
mong them internal fitife and contention ; by di-
viding ‘them into dngry parties'; by deflroying
sutual truft and confidence ; and o rendering it
extremely difficult, and next to impofiible, to u-
nite them in meafures, neceflary for their fafety
and defence againft a common enemy, or the defs
potic views of defigning dmbition,

Wehive therefore realon to fear, if unrightes
dufizels thould continue to abound, that the righ.
teous Judge of the world, will ceafe to reftrain
the wrath of our'enemies, and, leaving us in the
hands of cur own folly, permit them to execute
the dreadful purpcles of their furious 1efentments,
4s 2 juft punithmient for ovr obftinate perfeve-
rance in‘our evil ways, But 1’ we will pot away
our unrightesufnefs, ceafe to-do évn, and learn (6
“g well. we thall have grourds to hope, ‘h_ﬁt tl}e
righteous Lord, who loveth righteoujns(s, wi!l f?lu
be our friend and patron, and enable us to maile
tain our caufe, againft the utmoft force of our en-
raged enernies, until they are brought to reafon

er ruin, For,

¢ To the righteous, Gos is near,
s And never will their caufc forfake,”
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Froven Gop. is pleafed to employ the wrath.
of our enemies, as a rod of corre@ion, to punifh
us, for ‘our fins ; and may permit them to pro-
ceed to great lengths, in the profecution of their
arbitrary and unrighteous fchemes, in order to
teach us._tighteoufnels, and rgake us pious znd.
virtwous ; yet their conduct is neverthelefs odis
ons and abominable in his fight, and will not (as
we have reafon to believe) pafs unpunifbed. We
may therefcre affure ourfelves, that when we
leave our fins, and become an obedient people,
Gop . will bring to nought all their mi{chievous
defigns, either by dipoiing them to peace, or by
leaving them to follow the lead of their own
haughty temper, until they plunge themfelives in-
to deftrucion. For Gop often twrps. the op-
preflion of the opprcffor upon his own head, and |
caufes him, in the end, to fall :nto she pic which
he digoed for others.  And a people, who have
{marted under the cruel rod of oppreffion, may
rationally expect ehis, when they are fuitably pre-
pared tor falvation by repentance and reformnas
tion. - For the moft powerfub and fucceisful ops
preflors, are only rods of Gop’s fehoal (like the

roud Affyrian betorementioned} and when he
F\as anfwered the defigns of his providesce by
them, he vfuelly lets loofe his wrath upon them,
and punifhes them, for their arrogance, pride and
mifchievous ambition. The deftruction which
{ometimes falls upon fuch men, Is finely deicnibed
in the fifteenth chapter of the hook of Job, from
the 3.ft verfe to the end, which I will Jive yoy
1o the words of an elezant modern verfio:
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¢ Wae to the man, who by oppreflion climbe,
¢ Drunk with fuceefles, and fecure in crimes:
¢t For bitter change {hall come:; Untimely bl.ft
*“ His boughs fhall wither, and s fruit {hall
{caft,
¢ As when the vine her half-grown berries
| ({howers,
% Or poifon’d glive, her unfolding flowers.
“ Know, all ve wicked, all ve venal crew,
¢ Your iplendid tenis the fholking bribe (hall
. ' | (IllC;,
{ ¢A fire it kindles, and the flame fupplies,
¢ *Till the gay {cene a difmal defart lics,
¢ See now oppreffion (and its boafled gain)
¢¢ Conceiv'd, and ufher’d into birth in vain ;
- ¢ The flattering crime, which fo much anguifh

L

g

| (bred,
¢ Turns all its plagucs on its own parents
| | head,”

~ Berore I conclude, let me apply myfelf, in
a few words to the militia of this town, who aps
pear under arms, on this memorable occafion,

SIRS,

T H E mapnerof your obferying this day, in
commemoration of the commencement of the
prelent war, the {cene whereof, was firft opened
in chis place, does you honor, as it gives an evis
dence, at once, of your piety, and of your patri-
otifm and £rm attachment to the caufe of your
" gountry,  With horeft indignation we recoliec:
the day, when the fiorm of Britith vengfznci:

I T whicek
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which had beenlong gathering, firft burft upon youe
heads, in the wanton maffacre of feveral of your
brave fellow citizens and foldiers. The memory
of thofz, who have magnanimoufly jeoparded their
lives, and (hed their blood in their country’s caufe,

will ever bs dear to us. We particularly retain
an hanorable remembrance of thofe, who fir(t fell

a-facrifice to Britith wrath ; and feel emotions of
{fympathy towards their {urviving relatives, who
cannot but be {enfibly afreéted on this occafion,
We wounld al{o join with you, in grateful acknow-
ledgments to Gop, who mercifuliy checked the
wrath of aur etemies in its firft erep ions, and
caufed 1t to recol back on their own heads, We
doubt ot, but from the warmth of honeft refent-
ment ; from a love of liberty and of your coun-
try, you will perfevere to oppofe and refift thofe
infolent and haughty enemies, of whofe wanton
craclty, you have had too melancholy a fpecimen,
to permit you to expet muach mercy at their

nands, fhould they gain their point.

Let me now cbferve, that your appearing
equipt in military armour, as foldiers prepared for
war, natarally leads to reflections on the pernici-
ous influence of thofe corrupt lufts of human na-
ture, from whence come wars, "} hey who would
be glad to . lrve peaceably with all men, are often
unhappily farced into contention, and obliged to
take arms, and engage in hazardous contefts, in
order to defend their lives and libarties, agamft
the evil defigns of unreafonable men, who when
they {uppofe they have power and ftrength to ac-

' | - complith
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complith their purpoles, fcruple not to give une
bounded fcope to their pride, covetoufnefs and-
ambition ; which paffions are mortal enemies to
the rights of mankind, and.the fource of that fla-
very and cruel bondage, under which (b many of
the nations of the earth groan at. this day,

. A consipgRATION of the pernicious inflg.
enceand effe@s of thefe corrupt lufts and paffious
thould engage you and fhould engage us all,to mor-
tify them in ourfelves. For where they prevail,
they not only lead to a condat prejudicial to the
peace and welfare of human fociety,but make men
{lavesin the worlt fenfe, how inuch foever they.
may hate the name,

WhaiLe therefore, you are engaged with a
Jaudable zeal in the caufe of civil lnbcrty, you will
permit me to remind you, that there is another.
kind of liberty of an higher and noblesr nature,
which it is of infinite importance to every one to,
be poffeff=d of ; T mean that glorious internal lie
berty, which confifts in a freedom from the do-
minion of fip, and in the habit and practice of all.
the virtues of a geod life.  This is that noble and
exalted liberty of the fous of God, of which our.
favig.r fpeaks, when he fays, If the fon of God.
Jhau nake you free, thea (ball ye be tree indecd.
- And this, once giined, will infpire you with the.
greateft ngm:mmty and fortitude, in the caufe.
ofoatward liberty. For ¢he righiious are bold as.
7] :fﬁﬁn “
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To conclude, Let us all, with that ardor and
‘earneftnefs,which the’importance of the thing re-
quires,labour afier this glorious liverty of the fons of
God 3 that when we fhall -quit this tumatltuous
warring world, (having aéted our parts well init)
we may be admitted to thofe peaceful manfions,
where, frec fromp firife and contention, and all
the pernicious effe@ts of ungoverned wrath and
ambition, we fhall enjoy a blefled immortality,
in the tranquil uninterrupted pofleffion of every
felicity that our natures ase capable of,

A M E N,




