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Being the AllniYer(arJ of the Cnmrne~cement of Ho/\iIi!i~1l 
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P SAL M LXXVI. 10. 

• 

~e Sur~h tbe WY6th of lf1an Jl all pr.1ik tlw : tLt 
remainder of wroth fha/! thou ref/rain." 

-

HOUGH G on, (fi)r wife rearoos, belT: 
. known to himfc1f) has permitted fin [0 

enter into the world; yet, we may be lure. 
l1e will not {uffer the purpoles of his goodnefs to 
be frufirated by it; bot will, in fome wayer 
other. oveHule this worft of evils, for good; 
and make finners themfelves, (contrary to their 

. ddign and intention) the infirumeots of promo­
ting the great ends of his moral government, and 
the occafional cauies of benefit to others, at the 
fame time. that they expc!e themfclves to mifeiY 
and ruin, \,vhich will inevitably come upen them, 
eithtr it, this world or in that to come,or ill beth, 
as a juil puoi!hment tor their wickednef~J unleb 
Fceventcu by repentance. . - . 

• l1' 

• 

" 
• , 
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h· cannot be doubted, but the infinitely wife 

GOD knows how to promote his own glory, by 
tbofe ungoverned lufts of envious, difcontente& 

. and proud mortals, which are a prolific Couree of 
continual roilchief and miiery,. both to particular 
perfons and focieties,. and where~y thoufands and 
tCD thoufands are invol'/ed in great troubles and 
grievous difhetTes; all the days ot their lives •. 
And asGOD knows how to promote his ow,n g)()a 
'ry. by the lufts of men, 10 we have reafon to beG 
liev:! that he will do it, (as he has done it already 
in innumerable obvious in fiances" from. the be ... 
ginning of the world) either by laying refiraints 
npon tnofe lufts, or over-ruling their operations 
in fneh a manner) as to make them contribute. 
(in direa contrariety to their naturalai.m} to the 
elrecution of his own gracious pUFpofes ;; or by­
taking ocC'dfion from them) to exhibit fuchre­
markabJe difplays of his power, wifdom and: 
goodne{s, 3S !hall be admirably adapted to beget 
and cherilh adoring thoughts of his being, perfec­
tions, and providence)and to produce all thote ex­
ternal honorary aCts of worthip and hOM3ic" 
which he requires of us. . 

• 

. WE live in an angry and provokia~ wortd~ 
EYer 6nee the fatal apoftacy of our tirO: parentsll. 
the 'IIJr1ltb ol man has been at work to fpread mi. 
(ery and wretcbednefs oyer the face .of the earth .. 
Hllte/u/4,lId hating one anoth(r, is too milch the 
charatler of by far. the greater part of the humall 
race. It feems indeed, that it mutl: be evident til 
everyone, that the happinch of fociallife depends ' 

.. .. . . . - .. ..' eitentia1l1 
. -~-.- . 

• 

• 

• 
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ttTentialIy upon the exercife of mutual ben~vde"lcc 
and the confiant reciprocal interchange of kind 
and friendly offices; b:lt yet, as if men were en­
tirely ignorant of the vall: advantages of love and 
harmony, peace and friendfllip, it may, with 
truth, be affirmed of the generality, thatthey 

cc Live in hatred, enmity and {hife 
cc Among themfelves, and levy cruel wars; 
cc Wafting the earth, each other to ddl:roy." , 

THROUGH the prevalence of pride, tnvy. am~ 
.bition, avarice, and other corrupt lufts, the earth 
is full of the habitations of violence, cruelty and 
war. Thefe paffions are the grand {ource of mu­
tual jealoufie<, animolities, enmities, reprooches, 
in{ults and injuries; they lead directly to a .iola. 
tion of every moral obligation, and of eyery prin­
ciple of focial virtue ; their natural fruits are in· 
juftice,unrighteoufnefs & opprefiioa,from whence 
come ftrife and contention, difcord, tumult and 
£1iforder ; and when they are inflamed with wrath 
'and armed with power, they generally drive mat­
ters to extremity. pullling men into Cueh· arbitrary' 
snd cruel aClions and purfuits, as enkindle the 
JIarnes of war, which it often requires a vall dfu.-: 
$i9n of human blood to extinguilh. 

, 
. BUT when w~fee or feel the fed eff'eCls "E the 
'ciforderly paffions and baneful diftempers of hu .. 
man nature, our comfort is, that the Lord G:d QllI .. 

~ipotetlt reigmth, who can and will anfwer his; 
own moli, wife p~rpo(es thereby, or fet bound~ 
.~bereto~ as to his infillite wifdom Qlall {ecrn bell. 
~ .---- -_ ... - --.- --~---- --.----- - - -- 'l'hia 

~-- -

• 

• 

• 
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This comtottable doctrine is clearly contained in 
the text. We may refr affured, that the fupreme 
governor of tbe world, will not {uffer the wrati 
~11/Ian, of a weak and impotel1t mortal, (how 
,much 10ever advanctd above his fellow mortals) 
to ~verthrow his government, or defeat the coun­
leis of his wildom ; but will caufe it to praije 
him; that is, (as was jufr now fuggefied) he will 
e.ithet (0 check and refirain it, or fo manage and 
over-rule the operations of it, as to make it fub­
fervi~nt to the ends and deligns of his providence, 
and· the occafional caufc of inch events, as iliall 
'thew forth h!s perfeCtions,and induce every allen­
live and pious ob!erver, to praire and glorify him • 

• 
• 

. 1 DOU E l' not, my hearers, bilt you can recol-
'lea in fiances that have fallen under your own ob­
fervat:on, wherein the lulls of particular perfoni 
have been either remarkahly'reftrained,or femar­
]tably over-ruled, as occafions of good, where 
·e\'il was defigned and intended. Every inllance 
;of this kind, that comes within our view, lhould 
lead IlS to admire and adore the wifdom and good:­
'nefs ot God, who difappointeth the evil deLi~n~ 
of finners, and caufeth even the operation of their 
lufis to be produdive-of events. in favour ot thofe, 
whom they meant to injure • 

. 

~ SACRED hiftary furniChes us with many in'; 
·fiances, to this purpofe. I will mention a few of 
tbem, which will1erve, at once, to ill.ufirate the 
meaning of the text, and-to fuggeft fome thoughts 
a~d rdledions~ fuitablc to the prefent occafion. 

'; .. - ---- .--- -- ---- - _. - ---.. 
Tlf1i 
~ -.... 

• 

, 
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, . THE fiory of JoCeph, in the book of GeneGs;' 
3{flrus onc inllance; to this purpofe. Inftigatcd 
by pride, envy, anger and. unreaConable l'clem­
me!lt; his brethren fold him into Egypt. They 
had nothing in view; in this. bafe and unnatural 
::':rion, but the gratification of thei t' own tlllnilx 
vdDons and ~orrupt .lulls; but the wildom of 
GOD over- ruled it for good, contrary to their ex­
peCtation and defign. They thought t"uil a~aii1fr 
their inliocent brother; when they fold him for 
a Have; bllr this heinolli1y wicked a:'\ion of 
theil ~, was the oecallen of hi, plOlUotion to higli 
honot .1Ild atlthority in the Egyptian COllrr, 

whereby he was enabkd to .lave hir l(Jtber'~ 
hciv'e; ;inU mach peopft alive in a ti'llC of iiunille. 

• • 

. A NOTft E it pertlneilt initance, we may find iu 
the hifl.ory of Pharaoh, in the begillning; of the 
book of E~odus. The wrath and 11ladnefs of 

• 

Pharaoh, and the cruelties which his haughtyan(i 
1;\Vage temp~r prompted hilll to exerciCe upon the 
c~ildrcn of Urael, in order to check their growth~ 
and a~cure them in a fiate of dcp~'ldance und bati: 
fcrvitude, prepared the way,- under the govern';;' 
ment of Providence, for their remarkable ddiver-

• 

ance : :;nd afforded oeeallo'ns for a [eries of {ueh 
• 

\\'onderfal difplays of the power of GOD, as could. 
/lot but exCite all piolls obfervers; to p~y hini 
their devout honors and adorutiom. And the 
dctlrul"fion, whidl Pharaoh's pride and oh!1inacy 
)'Iullged him into, W~lS no lets remarli:.lble, than. 
was the deliver .lncc of llrael. From whence it 
~ natural to ob1erve,' that ~roud .. [piring mortals, 

.. .'.- ',.,' i'r~ 

• 

• 

• 

• 
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areort~n m{nared in the ttLiork of their awn h([ndr; 
and defeated by tbe very mea(ures which they 
take to carry their iniquitous fchemes into execu­
tion. 'Ihere are many devim in a man's henrt, 

, fays the wife man, Ottt tbe-coulI!a Df tIl! Lord, 
-thllt fl611 pando - . 

-THE -great men, tbe princes and potentates of 
the earth, who are entruned with the manage­
ment of the-affairs of flates and kingdoms, are as 
-much fubjeB: tothe controul of an higher power, 

, as any of the lower ranks and c1alfc::s of people. 
They are all at the -difpofal of the fupre[T'~ Go­
,vernor of the world, whofe providence, as it is 
concerned in all occurrences and e~ents, and in all 
the liciffitudes of human affairs, fo does more 
~fpecia\ly interpore in the rife and fall of empires, 
'-nd in all the great revolutions that take place 
among-the nations of the earth. In ways and by 
means unthought of and unforefeen, the profou~d­
eft policies and .moa promifing fchemes of realef, 
ambition, are often difconcerted, and the -mea­
jures adopted by it, made to terminate in its own 
confufion. When this is the cafe, we have al­
ways reafon to adore the providence of that AI. 
mighty Being, who prefidei over the world, and 
is the difpo(er of all evcntli. 

, THOSE men, who are atluatcd by a Iuft of 
power and domination, feem, fometimes, to be 
judicially left of GOD, to ufc filch methods, for 
the promotion of their ambitious fcheme~, as have 
a direct tendency tla defeat their enterprizciJ an'd 
- ---- --- ----.- - --. --- --- - - - -' - tG 

• 

• 
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to pre{erve to others thofe important rights and I}j:· 
berties, of which they endeavour to rob them. 
for the fake of aggrandizing rhtmfelves. The 
conduel: ot Rrhoboam, after the death of his fa­
ther- SoJ811J,n (-as it is recorded ill the twelfth chap­
ter of the fidt book of Kings) affords a very ihi­
king example of this kind. As {aonas Reb~bo. 
am came ~othe throne of his father, the people· 
applied to him, with their petitions, for a redrcfs 
of grievances: But Rehoboam, defpifing the 
moderate counfets of the aged and wife, and fol­
lowing the imprudent advice of young and· un­
lkiltul courticr~, as being more agreeable to his 
cwn afpiring and ambitious views, an/wertd the 
people roughly, and' rcjetted their, petitions with 
infult.. In cunfequence of fuch ill-treatment, tell 
tribes. revolted, and fet up another ,icing over 
them: Of this revolt and revolution, R:.;hoboham 
him!elf was the immediate occallonal or procu­
ring cau{e~ His pride and haughtinefs; alienated. 
from. him the hearts of the greateft part of his 
fubje:rs, and divided his fathel's dominion iutt> 
two kingdom.. Eut it is very cibfervable, that it 
is expreilly (aid, The cauJe was from tht LfJrd ; 
and thit, is 'affigned as the reaCoo why Rehoboam, 
adhering to the imprudent counfds of raw and rafh 
politicians, rejeCted, with affrontive infQlence, the 
rea:fonable petitions of the people. This re\'olu~. 
tion being agreeable to the will of Goo, Rehobo­
am was left to his 0\'10 folly, which kept the thing:;; 
of his peace out of iight, aod influenced him to 
take a itep, which provoked the moil: of the tribe. 
!~ ~~~"! off ~h~i~ ~lle~iance) ;;~~ ~cjea ~im fl'~rn. 

~ ~ ?em, 

• 
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-f>eing king over them. Thu5 Goponen fa.kt/~ 
fhe will in thtir own crp./titze/i ; cauiing the me.,. 

lures which they principally drpcnd.Qpqn, for le • 

. ~ompJialing their ambitious defighs, ~o prodllC~ 
-('/t'llts dire~Uy contrary to their views and exp~c~ 

· • • ,. .' .,. I . -, . 

_. 't''''I" . - , • (),. ... ..,. :1 .. -

By their wrath, by their vindiClive refentment~, 
_the haughty and O1.mbitious, are fomctimcs prcci~ 
:pitated into actions, for the gratification of their 
pride and revenge, which /lot onl.y jff~lcin th,'ir 
(I'.\Tn ruin. but in the advancelllcflt of thofe whl1ll\ 

• • \ • • '. I 

they meant to dellroy. Haman (of wbom Ire 
have a p1l ticular account in the book of Efiher) is 
,~n inthncc,in proof of this •. 1n the ficrccncfs of hie 
wrath (the oecaiion of which, it may b.eprc,fumed 
.you are not ignorant of) Hanian plotted tbe. de­
.firuClion (If Mordccai,and all. the Jews in the king. 
~om of Aha[uerus ; and bOlJ the addrd~ to Obt3j~ 

::1 decree :rom the king,for that Pllrpo{e. But. dJis 
.infernal plot terminated in his own utter ~~in1.and 
,Jed the way to Mordecai's promotioll;affording, at 
.the .fame time, an occafion for a fignal dirplay of 
,the wifdom and goodnefs of Providence, ill the 
~elivera_nce oftbe Jews from the defirucl ion that 
.was jufi reaqy to fall upon theIll• 'This i!Jfiancc, 
with that o(Phara?h before mentioned, will fuf· 
iiciently ju~ify:thefollowing ob[er~atio'll)viz. that, 

. . 

. GRf.~T and important revolutions, Ih fiwotJr 
'of the cau[e ot righteoufnefs and Uberty, are [orne .. 
limes brought about, by means of the' cruel and 

- ' - . ta e 
-. . ~ 
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~:lkc, to ,promote their ambitious views, and t(l 
'~eep otbers in awe and [el vile dependt:nce. Wrath 
and cruelty are generally ral11 and l'recipita,te, and 
calcubted to rail~ a ipirit of indignalion ann (jet ... 

perate oppotition, in thofe w h.o feel the [;ld dLth 
of them. Tht: hau~hty tyrant" who endeCiv,')ur. 
to advance hi~ oppreffive fchemes, and to fet him ... 
{elf up above all law and juflice, by feveriticii and 
cruelties, didated by wrath, does thereby fre­
'quently work out his own difapp,)intment, ar.d 
~s forced eventually to acknowledge his impo­
;~encc, and to 6wn a power above himfelf. 

, 

BUT when the power of oppreffors is fo great, 
,;IS to bear down all oppoUtiOll, ,and compel peo .. 
. ple to a fccvile fubmiffioi1 1 it is to be confidtred as 
.a jl1fl: judgment of GOD, who fometimes caufes 
lh~ 'UJrath D/ mtw to praije him, by employing it 
,to punilh a people for their fins. And herein we 
Jlloly ohlervc the unfearchable wifdom 'OfGoD, 
,who, while man (unnecefiitated by any fC)l;eign 
impuHe) is impiouily and wickedl'{ gratifying hi; 
)u{is, makes thofe very Juils fubfervient to his 
J1covidence, 'for the punifument of others. This 
i~ admirably fet forth in the conduct of the Af­
!yrian monarch ,(as the fame is recorded in the 
te~th chaptc~ at the prophecy of lfaiah.) GOD 

.W4-S p!caled to make ufe of this haughty tyrant. 
,~,<;;i rod, for the correction and chafiifement of 
!i!S PGQp!e j wifely managing the dHi:empers of 
bls prcud and ambitious mind, for the punifu­
n:ent of the Jews, for their Gnru! defec~ions from 
{.1m. .But as tbe Aflyrilll aCted freely, bei~g 

" under 
, 

/ 



-

-

-

• • 

- [-I", ] 

under no conftraint, it was no excu(e for him; 
that GOD made his pride 1!nd ambition, inflru­
mental in bringing his righteous judgments on 
the Jcwifh nation j b,!t his conqnCl was highly 
affrontive to Heaven, afld expofed him to the 
right~ous refentments of. the Suweme Governor, 
Wherifore, fays GOD, 'When 1 haw per/ormed mv 
'lDho/ewili on Zion an; 1eru/a/em, 1 wi" punirh 
tbe fruit 0/ the flout b,ort of the ki.g oj .A./lyria~ 
ond the glory of his bigh looks. 

IN the inllances that have been mentioned 
• 

above, we _ fee, that. fo far as GOD permits the 
fllJrath of man to exert itfelf, he will over-rule the 
operations of it, flar advancing the important pllr­
poles of his government j and we are fully affu­
rcd that he will, in no cafes, fuffer it to break 
()ut farther, than {hall redound to his praife and 
honor. 'lbe remainder o/wratb bewi"re!lraill; 
that is, he will fet bounds to it, and render it un­
able to accomplifh what it aim. at. Thus (as 
we are informed ill the 37th chapter ot the pro­
phecy of Ifaiah) he reftrained Sennacherib', 
wrath, and forced him to quit his enterprize 
againft Jerufdem. Sennacherib carried his boa!b 
and menaces to {uch an height, as implied a defi­
ance of the-great Lord of heaven and earth; but 
. the GOD whom he defied interpored, and pre­
vented his attempting what he .defigned, by the 
miraculou! deftruc1ion of one hundred and elgh .. 
ty-five thou{and of his army in one night; thUi 

putting an b()ok in his mJe, lind a .bridle in hh 

uC 
• 

, 
, 
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Such miraculo\,ls interpo6tions of providence for 
rejiraini,zg the wrath ~/man, cannot indeed h= 
ratronally expected, in common cafes; but GOD 

can do this as effectually, without ,a miracle, as 
with, as will appear from what will prefently be 
offered. 

, 

• 

SHOULD GOD permit the wrath of man to do 
all that it defigns, what havock and devaftation. 
what mifchi<:f and wretchednefs, would it fpread 
through the world? This world, at heft; is a ve­
ry turbulent {ceoe; but it would be much more 
fo, did not providence lay rel'l:raints upon the Idil 
and paffions of ill-defigning men. and prevent 
their going to fuch lengths in ,mifchief, al they 
witJl.. It is happy for the world, that man's pow .. 
er is not equal to his wrath; and that thofe,who. 
inftigated by an evil temper, form mifchievoui 
projects, are often hindered from executing them; 
at leaft, to that extent, which they dcure. 

Tn ERE are many wayc, wherein GOD checks 
and reih'ains tht wratb oj man, and defeat. ita 
pernicious devices, when, and fo far as he pleafes. 

, 

SOr.1ETIMXI he dees this by railing a fpirit of 
f.ear, whereby men are difcoura?:ed from under­
taking or profecuting thofe mifchievous enterpri­
fes, which their wrath and corwpt lufts would 
otherwle prompt them to undertake and puriue. 
As GOD has the hUlrts ot' ali mm in his bonds. 
and tllrne(h them wbith~r{oe".Jfr ht will. as tht ri· 
wrr oj 'Water, 10 there iii rea[on to believe that, 

by 

, 

-

-
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~y (ecret influences, he does fomctimes rai(c and 
(Qffietimes deprers the riatural fpirits of men, fo~ 
the promotion of his purpofes of judgtnent or of 
mercy. Everyone who is,acqilainted with; and 
firmly believes ,the divine philo{(Jphy of thr fcrip':: 
tures, mufi: be clr.ar in this, that 'Goi> C010j and 
frequently does, by immediate iitiprdtlons on the 
Slliod. fo effectually dilhearten and iillimidate 
thofe, whole vindidiV'e paffions ,'wuld lead them 
Mto allmannel' of mifchicf and crucltv; a~ either 

• 
t.() confine the operations of tbeir wrath to them-: 
{elves, or to render it w.eak and itnpotent,fa,int and 
irrefolute,in its attempts again!l: ctheri. The ty­
raots of the earth are, no doubt, often thus re­
~trained. Fatntmls is }eNt iiJto th";r bearts, and 
f,;ar rakes hold on them, whicb telves as a barrier 
~gain!l: that torrent of .. Hath, which would other­
Wife fpread ddlruClion and ddolatioll all around 
ihem. Again, \ 

SOMETIMES' GOD re/lraim me!z's wrath by 
mtc:rpoGng unthought-of accidents, ob/lacles and 
~rifficultics, wbich entirely difconcert thc:ir mea­
lures and overthrow their mifchievous fchemes' 

• 

and devices. '1 he roce is not to the .twrlt, fays' 
the royal preach~r) 710r the battle to the jlroag, 
fltither ,.et bread fo the wi/(, nor )'et riches to film 
tlj under/li111din,?, nor Jft ja'U(Jl/r to men of fiil';' 

. J 

IitJt time a1Id chance happen(th to them ai, : by 
which he doubtlefs means to teach us, " that 
~~ there is a {ecret providence concerned in aU 
ft human affairs, which fometime5 pre{enrs, men' 
~ with une;gpeded 0pIDortunities;, or interpofeth 
"'-- . .. -... - IS accidel;tsi 

1..- •. _ .. " __ 
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(f accidents, w h:ch no human wif,tom could 
fI forefee; whi<.;h fometimes produceth e\'ent~ 
" contrary to hllman probabiii: ies, giving fucce[s 
II to very unliktly means, and dtf~ating the lwifr, 
" tht, (hong, the learned, th~ ilJciufi r iOlls, ar.d 
" thofe that are heft veried in men and buune[s. 
" of their feveral cnds, and defiglls." All na­
ture it at the be'ck of the great Creator, who, 
when he plea[es~ can employ any part thereof, to 
dijappo;fI' the devices or the cratty, and carr, 
the coun/els oJ the jrouard head.ong. W hat we 
call iecond c:.ufes, are entirely. dependet'lt II pOf) 

the great fidl: caufe, to whom they owe all their 
force and energy; an':i who can, and, no doubt. 
often does (either immediately by himfelf, or 
mediately by fubordinate agents) occafionally lu( .. 
{pend, retard or quicken their influence, to fruf~ 
trate the mo!l: promiung fchemes of men, and. 
thereby to humble their pride, toteal:h them 
their dependence, and to promote his own moil: 
wiie purpo{es. Secret and hidden cauies he of",: 
ten fets to work, whereby unforefeen and unex"; 
preted events are produced, which overthrow the 
khemes of human pride, ambition and revenge~ 
By norms and pe!l:ilences, by di[aflers and mif .. : 
fortunes, which no human fkill could fordee, or 
Fower obviate, he frequently cohibits the wrath' 
of tht mightiel1: potelltates, and cru{hes the mif": 
citievolls machinations of his people's enemies in~ 
to abortion. 

• 

FURTHER, GOD fometimes checks and rtJ 

l~l' 

" 

• 
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diciat infatnation, whereby lh~y arc led tc adoFt 
counfe!s and mcafures, tending', in the natllr~1 
coude of things) to defeat their defigns, and over. 
throw their enterprizes. When men are pulhing 
forward their iniquitous fchemes with the great~ 
eft zeal ~nd vehemence, and have the molt flat~ 
tering profpeds of !uccefs, thi;!Y, are fometimes) 

, by an unaccountable imprudence,1ed to rc:jed the 
cOllnfeis molt favourable to their defigns, and to 
embrace thofe that lead directly to dif':Ppoint .. 
merit. The fiory of Abfolom, in the lecond 
·book of Samuel (not to mention a~ain the cafe 
of Rehoboam) furniilies an in!tance of this kind . 
. Abfolom raifed a rebellion againfi his father Da~ 
vid ; hut in profecllting hig ambitious view!, he 
was remarkably influenced to adopt mea[ures, 
calCulated to defeat and difappoillt him. The 
1age advice of Ahithophel, a judicious and fkilful 
counfeJlor, though mo!! favourable to his de­
figns, was turmd into /colifbm/i in his fight, and 
he was left to comply with cOllniels of a differ­
ent nature, which jJTued in the ruin both of his 
wicked projeCts, and himfelf. This was fht 

Lord's doing. And thus GOD fomctimes jndici. 
ally hides wz/dom jrom the wiJt, and leaves them 
to purfue fuch imprudent methods, as direClly 
tend to difappoint their hopes, ~nd frufirate their 
mofl promifing khemes • 

. - . 
. . 

ONCE more, another way wherein COD n· 
Jlrai71s tht wrath 0/ man, is, by roufing thole who 
{uffer, or arelike.ly to !uffer by it, to ftand in 
!~~~~ ~w~ ~ef~nce.; and illlpiring them with 

. couragl: 
• 
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€ourageand refolution, to oppore and :e1iil, to 
the utmofi~ all the mifthievous efforts of'the ani. 
bilion, wrath and fmget: of thofe proud afpiring 
mortals, who would, If pofiible, rob thcm of 

. their natural rights, and plunge them into a flate 
cf fcrvility. And this is the moft llfllal method 
of Providence, fer reflrainin2; and curbinz the 

~ . 
rlifordcrlypaffions and corrupt lu[ts of ambitious 
and revengeful men. Sometimes indted . GOD is 
pleafed to iOlerpok ill all extraordin<\ry way, for 
the deliverance of. his people from the rage and 
wrath of their en~mies ; to take their controverfy, 
as it were, into his oWllharll1s; and to ,,,'ork fal­
vation for them, by means, il) which their own 
agency is not at all concerlJed : but· maft com­
monly, it is by the light uk, of thofe means 
of prefe, va,ion and fafety, which he ks put into 
their P0I'U, that he defr:nds &; {aves th:::m. There 
is not hi' It.' more irrational th .. n to neglect il1ch. 
means. and depend upon mil'aculous protcCtions. 
When GOD oumo{cs to felL'ain the wra,h of hi~ 

I • 

people's encmie'i, he uft.:alty roufes ;1. fpirit of op-
pofi ion, fiirs them up to m:1ke a re[\)!ute refill: .. 
~nce. aDd animates and cxcit~s them to the mon: 
vigorous efforts 1tlf t:iC m~i"tenanc,;; of their 
rit,:hts. And whenever a peopk are enabled to 
baffle ;1,)(1 di[appoi:1': t:1eir er.<.:mies, and dete:lt 
their ~ttemot~ te ~:t:""i:'i their ambitioo or reveol!C, 

J ~,' • ~ 

they ought to a:;:rib.~ the giory to GOD, whole 
interpoling provirj;;;n(.f~ h.::.s prolpered their endea­
~9\.lrs)and crown;::cl ~hdr cnLtrprizes with iucceis. 

r .~ -< .'.1 
• 

, 
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ft l'f D Jl('\W', my l~earer~, as tbe {uhjdl does na~ 
,eurall ' IIl?gefl lueh rtfleftions as are iuit~ ble to 
this /tntl veriarv, you may very rcafona blv (X­

re'l an ~.pplication of 'What bas been laid, adapted 
If' [he prdent occafion. 'j his therefore will no~ 
be a[(empted. 

I N the rife and progrefs of the prefent war, we 
l1ave feen both parts of our text verified, in in. 
rlUmerable inftances. '1 he wrath 0/ man has been 
made to pra;,e GOD, by producing events con. 
trary to thofe, which it aimed at. '1 he IlI.:roth ~f 
man has allo been reftrained, defeated and con· 
founded, and after all its vaunting boafis, been 
()bliged lO own its impotence and weaknefs. And, 
in OiOrt, though GOD has permitted the wrath of 
"WI to plunge us into great troubles and dillrd· 
les, as II Jul1 punilhnent lor our manifold impi. 
cries and vices, yet he has Jlitherto (0 managed 
and over-ruled it, fo curbed and checked' it, as 

, to atfJfli the c1earell evidence of his powerft.:l 
provlder.ce, which prefides over the world, and 
~overns all (hings. 

TilE pride, avarice anll ambition of Great .. 
Britain, gave rife to the pretent hofiile conte/h. 
From this {ouree origilJated thole Gppreffiyc acrs, 
\\ hich firft alarmed the freemen of A mtrica; 
IIl1dprovoked them, afler petitioning 'in vain tor 
recl;cl~, to form plans of oppofition and refifiance. 
7his condud of America e"afperated the Bri!iih 
adminifhatioo, ar.d rouled all their wrath 1'r;1n(­
l'0rt~4 ~~!h angry rde11lmcnts, they rrccw:ed 

fwm 
, 



[ 21 1 
(rom oppreffion to epen war, in order to frighten 
and compel us into a fubmiffion to thok arbitrary, 
and defpotic fchemes, which'they' were clerel mi~ 
ned, at all hazards) to carry into execution. But 
thore vindictive and 1anguinary cOl.lnie!s and mea .. 
{llres, which, in the vehemence of their pa11ionll. 
they adopted, for this purpolt, have, by the pro­
vidence of r,OD, contrary to their tx?e ,1 at ions. 
involved thtm in the moft perplexing difficul. ' 
ties, by uniting thirteen provinces of '\ merica, in 
.that declaration of independence, which they now 
willi us to refcind. 

I B RL T EY R it will be obviolls to every o!'!e; 
who will t?ke a {ilrvev of the violent and hoflile 
prfJceedings of Great:Britaio, . and of the mea­
lures 1he took to intimidate thefe !lates) and awe 
them into unconditional L bmiHion, prior to their 
fleclaration of independ<:nce, that every part of 
her condlla, was calculated to produce this v,reat 

. event; having a direct tendency to plunge the 
people of Americ~,' into a flate of d~[perati0f1, by 

I cllttio~ them off tram every chance- of maintain-

! iog themfelves into an independent narion, and 
i OPP' ,Gng force with fwee. Now, when we con-

fider, that, btf.)re our breaking our c0nneClioll 
with Great- Britain, the mtthods ai:d meafnres 
u(ed and purfl,ed hv her. in o~der to accomr1iih 
her unri~hteolJs ddJ_ll~ ,'~~in(l tlS, and promote 
ller ambiliollh v;ew~, did dlllliifni mly tend to l'f­
?uce us to (h.: ncceffity cf l,ikill~: th~t J)ep, d'J';s 
!t not teem" as if llle had b:;;n leic £0 j .ii:;i"j jj]~ 

I 
i 

, 

-
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fatnation. and that her COJldu,'1- can beft be ::t(!~ 
, counted for, by fa.ying, 35 in the cafe of the r~. 

Vult of the len tribes trom. Rehoboam I. '1 be cault 
'WI1S from the Lord r This (as has been obferveli) 
is exprelly am~ned, as the realon why Rchob<Jam 
hearkened not to tbt ptople 1 but on'wend tbtm 
roughly. And may we not, with, eq.ual proprie. 
ty, affign thi:; as the reafon, why the, ~riti~h king) 
inftead of hearkening to the cries and' prayers of 
his Ioyalfubjeds in America. (heuM either treat 
their,complaints and petitions with negleCt, or an" 
fwer them only with infult and additional inju. 
'ries,and lend forth his fleets ll-nd armieS: tp a ,\'C 

them into filence, and force them into fervile 
fubmiffion ~ May we not fe'alon thus; '1 he COli) 

tWas from the Lord, therefore the king of Gre,1t. 
Britain. judicially blinded to his own interelt, 
hearkened not to the prayers and petitions of the 
oppretfed alJd aggrieved people of Amerb ; but 
took fuch violent methods, in order· to compel 
them into flavilh paffive obedience, as reduced. 
them to the difagreeahle neceility of a revolt and 
final feparation ? Had our petitions and pr2ycrt 
been properly regarded, and moderate pacific 
roeafures pur[ued. we {bould have entertained no 
thoughts of a revolt j for even after hoftilities 
bad commenced, we were ardently deurous of 
continuing united with our mother country I if 
fuch an uni0n could have been preferved, with­
,out makinga {acrifice of our liberties. ! <.:11 P8i'O 

{naded, we may fafely appeal to that Bein~, Willi 

fear.ches all hearts, to jultity us, when we 2.~clJr~) 
thtl.t i~ Wili far from our intention or inclin<lIion;e; 

, -- fcp,l[ ~(O 
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{eparate our[e! yes from Great- Britain; and t!lat 
we had it not even in contemplation to fet up for 
independwcy. ; but on the contrary, earneflly 
wiihed to remain conneCted with her, umil (be 
had deprived us of all hupes of preferving fuch a 
conne..:tion, upon any better ter~ns than unCOIl­
ditional flibmi!iion. It \vas her rdllGng to grant 
us better terms, that united lh'2!e frates, and for­
med t!Jt confederation, which has connected them 
together like a band of brethren, and, of many 
members, made them one c0n1pac1cd and we!!~ 
cemented body. And tiut [he Owul..! infill upon 
this, and, dependin~ upon ber po'.Ver. to crufh 
us, lhould rejed and trulllpie under foot all oue 
petitions, and come againCt us with hoflile force~ 
in order to eilabliCh an abfoillte defpotic domi­
nion over liS, argues that J11e Wa! lett to her OWIl 

folly (as Rehoboam was) ,0 purfue meafures con~ 
trary to her peace, and which, in the natural 
courfe of things, tended to produce that revolu· 
tion, whicb Ius diCmembeled the BritWl erno 

pire, and rai{ed fa great a part of it to a !late of 
independence. 

AND as the wrath of Grelt-llritain, under the 
over-ruling providence of GOD, firft occafioned 
this great revolution, fo her wrath has hitherto 
beea defeated in all its powe~ful efforts to redUCe! 
us back to a {hte of dependence j which can b~ 
a(cribed to nothin-.; but the interpolition of a pow .. 
erful Providence, laying reftraints upon her, and 
weakening her hands, fo that !he could not per .. 

con 1 cr 
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- c:onfiJer the llrength of our enemies, "nd onf own 
weak c)ndition, when the awful [cenes of war 
firll opened upon us, we Cdnnot but acknowledge. 
it to b~ owing to rhe lpecidl interpofing power of 
the SlJpreme Difpo[er of all things, that we W(re 
not fr)on overcome, but have been enab:eJ to 
main bin our cau[e hitheno,h many !cvere con­
flicts, through icveta.l bloody campaigns. 

, 
• 

WHEN we confider how unprepared and un­
provided we werefor the cOl1tefl, when h(Jfiiljtie~ 
firil: ~ommenccd; that we were without money, 
without ammunition, without magazines, with­
out cloathing for foldiers; that we had neither 
military difcipline nor any regular fcttled ci vii go- ' 
vernment; that we were deftitute of that affi1l:. 
ance from foreign powers, which we have had 
flnce ; 2nd. in {hort, tha t under the greatefi dir­
ad vantages, being deficient in all military prepa­
rations, we were forced into a war, with an ene­
my, well prepared and well provided with all ef. 
lentials for the confliCt, having a numerous and 
well-difciplined army, commanded by ikiJful and 
experienced officers, who had been bred to arms; 
2nd a navy fuperior to any in Europe, wbich gave 
them the empire of the feas, and rendered their 
sdources almo!l: inexhauftible; when we confi­
(la thefe things, what reaton have w~ to adopt 
the 'ang!lage of tht! Pfalmirt, and fay, 1) it had 
1Jr-! burz tbe LorJ, who was on Our fid~1 (JlI" ene­
'1Ji1es would have jwalil)wed uJ up quick? Efpeci­
;Jd\" when we cOlliicil!i fu~thcr; the peculiar ha-
~ .. rJ~ and' didkulue~w~ were 1ubjeCted to, froln . . _. _. -,--- - --- . - --- -- . -. intern'" 
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internal enemi'es, '.vno Undi!f the prete~~t of neci:: 
tra!ity, or the difguife of fricnrlhip, were cone 
flintl)' ~totting mi(chief againtl U", and cioin; ail 
that they ,could, with lafety, to weaken our 
han,'s; to dil!:Olm~ge and diil)earten us; to ob­
flrut.1 our qperations; 10 p~rplex an I entanglri 
our affJirs; and to aid and aili11: the Britifh for­
ces. The pr,incipJ! ad'l<1nti~es ;?;3ined, atone 
time or another, by our profdfed enemies, who 
have openly waged war agaiou lJS, have bem 
~reatly owing to ailiO:ances afforded them, by {e­
efet enemies among oudelves, who, had not the 
mercy of GOD prevented, would, befort! now~ 
have ruined their country. We have thereforo 
abundant rea[on to be thankful to the fovereign 
Ruler of the world, not only that he hath hither~ 
to proteCted us againft the open violence of out' 

'lIvqwed foes; but :Mo thllt he hath guarded Uf1 

againu the treacheries and treafonable confpira­
cie". of fal{e and difaffeCled perfous, whom we 
have harboured in our own ba[oms; and defeat­
ed thofe hidden and mifchicvous artifices, whicl1 
they have ufed to work our deftruction. . 

TUE fcene of war, in which we have beenl 
involved, has been cheqllered with an alternate 
fuccefiion of favour.lble and unfavourable events. 
Sometimes we have met with difappointments 
and defeats, when we had rai!d expeCtations of 
iuccefs. At other times we have been profperedn 

ellen beyond our moO: fanguine expeCtations. 1[1\ 
{c:veral i.,ftances Ollr enterprizes have been crown~ 
~d with wonderfLll !uccefs, exceeding our moO: ., . - .--- R . - - f\~··~r~ni 
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'iatter!ng hopes, And, on the whole, we have 
great reafon to adore the providence of GOD~ 
who has hitherto remarkably reftrained the wrath 
of our enemies; mercifulfy defended al1d prQ-

, teCted us; ltnd fupported our righteous callCe, by 
many fignal interpofitions. " 

To everyattenti,ve obferver, it mull: be obvi­
'(lUS, that the wrath of Great-Britain, fo far as it 
has been permitted to exert itfelf, has contributed 
to bring about and efiabliili our independency. 
It has evidently been the occafion of events, which 
have raifed us to an honorable confideration a .. 
mong the European powers, and induced fame 
of them openl}t to efpoufe our caufe. and aid us 
by a friendly alliance. It is alfp worthy of ob­
{ervatiorJ, that the wrath, which has been en-kin­
dled ill American brealls, has been over-ruled 
for the procllotion of the bme great ends. Great­
:Britain fidt p~epared {ewel, and then put nre to 
the combufiib!es, which' O'le had prepared; for 
fetting the paffions of America into a flame. And 
the wrath, whi(;h !he has thus roufed in Amed .. 
ca)has been wifely managed by Providence1 for 
checking and refl:raining her rage and vengeance. 
Her conduct has not only been the occafion of 
ftirring up a noble fpirit of liberty throughout 
America, and kindling into a 'blaze every {park 
of virtuous patriotifm, and true courage; but af 
:firiilg the mind \yith lione-fl: indignation and re­
fentment ; yea, of tranfporting the puffians, ill 
fome inllances. among iadividl:lals, into criminal 
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have, by Providence, been made to confpire with 
better principles, and more laudable fprJngs of ac­
tion, to ftrengthen the oppofition to B~itial ty- . 
ran ny, and check the career of Britil11 rage and 
cruelty. 

. 

FAR be it from me to jui1:1fy any o:cdTes of 
wrath and anger. I am no advocate fer outra .. 
ges, even on the moft provol:ing occJfiuns. But 
I cannot but obferve, that, as on the one hand • 
. it will'not be denied, that the human paffions 
have, in fome illthnce~l amons particlIlar per[ons 
broken forth into a criminal cxcc(s of riot; fo. 
on the other, it cannot but be acknowledged, 
that there have been many inihnccs of ,1 very clll­
pable indiffcrc:1ce and tam ends of temper, which~ 
without any emation, could behold the impend­
ing ruin of the country, or !1.J.Ve quietly fubmitted 
to conccilions fat<l.l to liberty. . 

W! are not to fl1ppofe, that either rearon orre~ 
ligion requi~es the total fLlppreflion of the paffi .. 
ons. It is both ration:!l, and a duty, to fiir them 
up into exercife, when fuitable objeds are pre(ent­
cd to view. None of our origi,nal paffions, are 
in themfelves vicious. They become vicious on· 
ly by their exorbitancy. It is the excefs or them 
that is criminal. While they are tempered with 
prudence and difcretion. and kept within due 
bounds, they may be inuulged to advanta~e uPo: 
011 many occafiqns. . 

THOUGH rage, and inflamed wrath, are no ef­
fe:1thl propertiell of patriotilm; yet patriotifrn;, 

. D z withou~ -
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. . '''hbciut feeling or fenfibility, is a meer 'name. 

, 

The paffionate appearance of the fame love of 
one's country, and of the fame determined zeal' 
for promoting the honor and intere!} of it, wilt: 
indeed be different, in different con{.litutions. A 
patriot of a calm and difpaffionate temper, tho· 
1le cannot bllt feel jut!: refentment at the wrongs~ 
and injuries done to his countrv> and {hew a fieaw . , 
dy refo!ution. to do all,. that in him lies,. to maino 

taio hi~ country's caut'e, againll: all its enemies, 
'\Viii yet not i11ew the fame vehement warmth~ 
that will dilcover itfelf in a patriot, of a more fan­
guine and fiery temper, nor be fo liable to be be­
trayed, by a fierce zeal) into imprudent und raib 
mtafures. 

AN D here let me obferve, tIlat to me it feems 
an argument of the wifdom of' GOD, that (as 
there are few compaTatively poffdfed of virtuous 
principl€s; and as ev~n tbe belt principles, wi',hA 
out a ilimulus from the pafiions, would remain 
rlormant ano inaCtive; and as the general.ity are 
lnfluerced by their paffions only, which need 
fomething to refirain and di,reCi: them, or to ro~fe 
them up, when the pll blic good calls for great 
and general exertions) Providence has fo ordered 
:it, that there !bould be a diverfity of tempers and 
conftituiions among men, to be both a fpur and 
a ch~ck to one another; that the more warm 
and v~hement might give an aCtive ipring to the: 
more cool and lluggilh, and, on the coutrary, the 
JDore calm and moderate be a curb to the more' 
fanguine a~~ ~afty ; ~n~ !h~t the two extrem,esJ 
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meeting with thofe, who are more equally tern.' 
pered with due p,roportions of zeal and prud~[Jce, 
:Jll might happily unite j and, by the m1ltuJl col­
liGan of their different tempers and pafums, be 
enabled to colleCt their fevcra\ powers, intI) one 
c0rnbined and vigorous ,effort, for carryin~ into 
executiOlI, every necdfdry enterprize, a~ainfl: 8. 

common enemy, and for the promotion of .he 
welfare and profperity of [acid),. 

RUT whatever we may think of the ends of 
ProviJcncc, in orffiering !uch a diverfi,y of tem­
pers :lrnong men, this is cenain, that GOD will 
{a manage the moft di!orderly, turbulent and 
baifierous paLDons, as to make them promotive of 
the defigns of his government, or lay filch le­
l1raints upon them, that infiead of irufhatiog, 
they !hall really fubferve the purpoles of his wi!. 
dam. Of this we have had the d~artll: e\'idence, 
in a variety of in!l:ances in the cOUlfe of the prc­
{erlt war; which affords fubilantial ground for a 
rational hope and truft in GOD) for the future. 

HAD the power of Great-Britain been equal t~ 
her wrath, what a miferable and wretched litua.­
tion G10uld we have b~en in, before now! From 
the rage and vindittivcnc[s, which {he has difCQ­
vered j from the threats which fhe has thrown, 
out; and from the bal barous cruelties which 
hlve marked her ileps in the prolecutiofl of the 
prt[ent war (ef,oeciaily when {he gained any ad­
V.lntages over us) we may ealily infr.r whJt v{Ould 
be our unhaLpy f:ite. ihould her wrath prevail, at 
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lall, lind force. us to furrender at difcretion. In 
this cafe, all would be fei:'?;nce and procefs, confi[. 
cation and il,Ilprifonment, blood and horror, in. 
folence and arbitrary punilhment. For 10 it al. 
ways has been, and always will be, when what i. 
called a rebellion is tuppre/Ted, and the fuppofed 
rebels obliged to throw themielves unconditiofl­
ally upon the mercy of their incenfed prince • 

. GREAT-BRITAIN indeed, flnce our allianc~ 
with Fran~e. has made a {hew of offering are­
<lrefs of grievarices, and of granting us even more 
than we alked for, before our declaration of in-

, dependence; on coadition of our re-uniting Oll:-' 

ielvs;s with her, in violation of our national f~ith 
and honor, which we have folemnly plighttd to 

()ur generous ally; but {bould we comply with 
this condition, what fecurity could we ha,'e of 
her lafiing friendthip? Philip, of Spain, when 
he found that his arbitrary proceedings IJ:ld 
thrown his fubjeCl:s. in the low countries, into 2. 

ferment and flame, and raifed fllCh an oppotition 
to his government, as he was unable immedia tely 
to 1upprefs, was once prevailed upon by the re­

rcfemations of the governef.~, the Duchefs of 
arma, to hearken to their complaints and pe­

titions, and grant a red refs of grievances ; in 
confequence of which, things in general, foon 
returned to a tollerably quiet and peaceable fiate. 
But notwithfianding this teeming compliance 
with thedefires of his fubjeCls, Philip only meant 
to gain time, being determined, as 100n as cir-, 
£umftances 1houldbe more fa,ourable, to profe-

_.' - • - - Up __ • .. _ _ 
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clIte his ambitious and tyrannical {chem_es. Ac~ 
cordingly, in a little while, he commiffioned tho 
Duke of Alva, at the head of a large army of ve­
teran froops, to carry the fame into the moa ri­
(Jorous execution : This conduft of his,rekindled 
fhc flame, and revived thofe cOn1ll1otions, which 
eventually eoft Spain a great part of her low coun­
try province.. Should we,in contr~diCtion to our 
{olemn engaf!emcnts to others, reLurn to our con­
neCtion withGreat-Britain,upon the plan propofed 
by her commiffioner& (who, by the way, are not 
empowered to ratify any tbing) we might foon,af­
ttr the example of the low countries, be again 0-

biiged to 1eperate from her, and to rty to arms for 
(lur defence. And in this cafe lhe would have a 
f~irer ctJance of fubjugating !.lS, and we thould be 
in the utmoft danger of ['tiling a prey to her pow­
er and wrath, becaufe,having violated our faith 
with foreig!1 powers, they w,;uld hardly be per'; 
fuadcd to tmft us again, or to afford U~ thbfc fup­
plies and fuccours, that we might frand in need 
of. 

, 

IT is doubtlefs the ardent defire of everyone;, 
, now prefent, to [e~ a {pecdy aDd happy end t() 

the war. But can any {uppak, that a ieperate 
compofition with Great~Britain, upon fler terms. 
would refl:orc public peace ltnd tranquility, and 

: dofe the fcenes of war? Have we not rather rea .. 
I fon [Q believe, that it would oblige UB immedi­

ately to engage in her quarrel with thore, wh() 
~ave befr icnded us in our cjifhefs, and affifl: her 
~l aven~ilJ~ hcrfclf upon them} for the aid which 

. lhel 
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• 
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they afforded us? A fep:lrate p~acc w hh Gmt. 
·.Britain, upon nny other plan, than that I)t cq,]!lj. 
ty and mutual independence, would piunte ~IS 
tliretl:ly into a war with France and ~ pain, ''';:0 
'wou!d have rea (on to relent (u~h a flagrant vioLI. 
tion of our national faith and honor. And pro. 
bably it would alfo arm many other EuropeJn 
powers 2gain!1: us. We can therefore have ron 
hopeful profpetl:, of enjoying the bleflinf',s ri 
peace, or of enjoying them long, but upon tbe 
plan of independency. 

THE appeal has been made to Heaven, 2nd 
Heaven has hitherto fupported us, and reihninrd 
the wrath of our enemies. Trulling in COD 

therefore, we ,fhould take courage fiil! to ,1anJ 
ja/t in tbe liberti(J,wherewith be has made ufjm, 
without fondly defiling any difhonvrable and dar.­
terous compofitions. 

BUT though from the great thinp which 
GOD has done tor m, we are encouraged to hope, 
th~t his providence will, in due time, work com­
pleat lalvation for us, if we continue to exert 
ourfelves, as becometh free men; vet no one can , 

certainly tell what \"ill be the ilIue of the pre-
fcnt concea, or how it will terminate. The vo­
lumns of futurity are locked againft human in-
1pedion ; nor is it pofiible to akcrtain the event 
of aoy human enterprize or undertaking. Our 
concern fhould be, to make the great Governor 
of futurity our friend, as we dcfire the kind ami1~ 
ances of his propitious providence, to bring our 
enemies to make peace with us, upo~ !erms of 
lfwlor, j ufiice and equality ~ ~~I ~ 

• 

• 
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. A ~D here. let me obferve, that nNhing dar .. 
kens our profpeets more, or gives us more lcafon 
to be fearful, as to the event of the pref~nt can .. 
telt, thah the great and general prevalence (f un­
righteciufne!s among us, He mull have beeD 
very unob{erving; who does not kno\v, that by 
. means of unrighteoufoefs, the body- politic has 
beco~ and frill is; lab(lurihg under a (hngerou, 
difeaie, the whole head being /''ck iwd the wbo.e 
heart (aint, and there being but little jOllnal1t!isu 
l rom ih( crOwn oj the bead to the fate oj ihe i oot., 

TH E goodnefs ot our caufe does riot make fue"; 
ce(s certain. A good caure often .futtcrs, and is 
!ometirties 1011:, by t11eilns of the fill ann folly c~ 
thoCe, \vho are engaged in it .. This is a confi .. 
deration, which ought ~o lie with weight on Qur 
minds, at the pi-dent day, and engage us to put 
away the evil of our {bings; and kup curJ(JVe~ 
tr~m every wicked thing. . 

• • 

V:' H F. N Solomon fays, rig ~f~~ftfn~(s f>:altethQ 
natlO'l, he atf..:rts n~ ';'{lore, than what the expe~ 
r~e!1ce of all ~:;;.2S has fonnd to be true. Fot' 
t!ght~~u[ne.~~ not. only procures the {fiiles of ~. ' 
prop!tF::~lS Providence upon a peGoie; but :iltJl 
t:ll~'~, in the natural courfe of tiiini~o to promote: 
t~eIr profpelity; being adapted to prevent dilTen.:. 
~lons arid difcords among them, to cement them. 
t()~ether in lh~ finnell: union, and, by prtferving 
publi.: and private credic, to enable them to colco 
lea their force·~nd il:rength, when the cafe re .. 
q3ir:s, fx repelling an invading enemy, ;lnd de .. 
~:~~mg tl~emfel!es againll aU the hofiile attempts - -- -. -- . E -- --.... ------ ---- Qi 

-. -



• 

, 
, 

t 3'4 J 
'of afpirin'g ambition. The effetls of unrjghte~ 
ouflle(s are very different; for unrighteoufnefe 
not only provdkes GOD to withold his bleffinga 
from a people; but it aHo tends, in its own na .. 
ture, to''Ctltangle and perplex their afi"airs, and ttl 
render them weak, and unable' to oppofe any vi .. 
olent a[ilults of atbitrary power, by -creating a~ 
mong them inttrnal firife and contention j by di .. 
tiding 'them into angry parties'; "by defiroying 
ml1tual truft and tonfiden'Ce; and fo rendering it 
e~tremely difficult, and I'lextto impoffible, to u." 
nite them in mea[ures, necdf"ry tor their falet, 
and defence againft a common enem" or the def .. 
potic views' of defigning l1ffibition. ' 

• 

WE 'havetnerefcire reafon to rear , if unrighte'; 
'CUffiC!S thould continue to abound, that the righ. 
terlLls'Judge of the world, will eeafe to rcfiraill 
the wrath of our '-enemies, "and, leaving us in the 
hands of OlJr own folly, permit them to execute 
tJ~e dreadful pl!.rPGf~s of their furious lefentments, 
as a jLffi: puni(hiiieDt fu: our 'obfiinate perfevc .. 
ranee in 'our evil ways. But {{we will ut away 
C)ur unrigh'te6u(nefs, mlfe to 'do l'Vt~~ 'on Itarn (' 
:~ Wtll~ we !hall have grounds to hope, th,at t~e 
,.ighte()us Lord, 'Wuo loveth righte'DUjm(s) Wi!1 ~i11 
be our friend and patro'n, and enable us to rnam" 
tain our caufe, againft the utmofi force of our en· 
raged enemies, until they are brought to rea(Ol~ 
er ruin. For, ' 
• 

CC To the righteous, GOD is near, 
. II' ADQ. never will their cau£e tQr1ake," 

... _____ ~ ______ •• __ + ___ ...... ____ 4 __ _ 
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THOUGh GOD. is pleafcd to employ the wrath. 
ef our enen:ties. as a rod of correction, to puniCh 
us. for 'our fins;. and ~ay permit them to pro­
ceed [0 gre,.at 1~!1gths~ in the profecution of their 
arbitrary and unrighteous fchemes, in order to 
t!!ach us. l:ighteouf:nefs. and r.Q~ke. us-pious ::md 
virtuous; yet their conduct is neverthelds odi ... 
OIlS .and abom.inable in his fighr, and. will not {as 
we have reafo/l to believe}. pafs .u.npuniilie:d. We 
may therefore allure ourfdl1¢s. that W:1CIl we 
leave our fin~. and become an obedient people» 
GOD. will bring to nought aU th~ir mifch.ievous 
defigns. either by difpofl,l1g them. to peace. or by 
le3....,ing them to follow. thet~d of their own 
haughty temper, until they .plung.e thc:m{eh'es in~ 
t9 defintClion. For GOD often tu~ns. the 6p-­
preffion of the opprdfor upon his own head, and' 
caufe~ him .. in t~e end&.,to fal~ .~ta tU!!; pit . .whiclll 
he digg,ed for otheri. And a people. who have. 
!marted under the cruel rod of oppreffioll, ~ay 
rationally expeCt this. when they .are fllit3t,~y pre­
pared tor falvation by repentanceandreforma", 
t~on .•. fer. lhe . molt. powe~fu:i aQU fucce:lsful 0i'''' 
prefiors, are only rods of GOD·S fchool (lik,e the 

rood AlTyrian bdorementioned) and wh-!n he 
as anfwered th,e d.efig.ns of hfs pro'lidt:llcC' by 

them, he ufually lets loo(e his-. w~ath upon th;;n~ .. 
~nd pllnilh.:s lb~m for th~ir arrogance, pfide an~ 
anifchievous ambition The defirndioll w~li!..h 
fometimes falls lIrai! fuch nlen, is findy deicn'b..:d 
an the filteenth chapte,' of the book of JJD, l~orq 
~he ~ I fi verfe to the end, which I will Slve yc::} 
iltI ilie words of an eletant modern verfiJ,' : 

. . E1. 'iF 

-
.f~ ';~ill'~ 

J \10 -J .... -

• 



• 

• 

• 

• 

, . 

• 

. 

Cc Woe to the m~n, who by oppreffion c1imb~) 
~, Drunk with fuccelTe5, ~!ld fecure in crimes' . ., 
~I For bitter chai'ge fhdl come-; rintimely b!';d't 
CI His boughs 111a11 wither, and hIs frult {ball 

(can • 
H As when th~ y~n~ her 11alf~gl;'own berrje~ 

'. (ilJowersD 

U Or poifon'd o'iivf', her unfolding flowers. 
U Know, ali ye wic~ed, all ye venal crew, 

. ~c Your fplendid l~ntS the: lhulking bribe (ball 
. . (ruc; 

~ C A fire it kinclle~, and the flame fuppJies~ 
, 'Till the gay lCtnc a di(mal defart lies. 

e, f.ee now oppreffion (and its boan ed gain) 
CI Conceiv'd, and ufhet'd into birth in vain; 
~' The flattering (rimt'» which 10 mu~h llnguiJD 

(bred, 
~c 'rurnll aU i.ts pla~u~s on l.tS o'o/n parent's 

. head." 
• 

. • BIFOR E I conclude, let wt.' ~ppJy my{df~ in 
a few words to the militia of this town, who ap­
pear under arms, on this m~~ora~le occa~on. 

SIR S~ 

THE mannen>f your obferving this clay, in 
cOmmemoiation of the commencement of thc . . 

pretent war, the (cene whereof, was firft opel1ecl 
.in this plac~, do~s you honor, as it gi1/e~ an evi~ 
~er.ce, at once~ of your pi~ty, and 01 your p;mi. 
~tifm and firm :machment to the cauk of y(1~r 

. ~ollntry. With horielt indignation we recolleCt 
~h~ day, y.:hen the aorm of Britiili vengt'2nce, 

. ' - -. .," - w hicb 
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which had been tong gathering,firfi buron upon your 
heads, in the wanton mafi'acre of feveral of your 
~ave fellow citiz::ons and loldiers. The memory 
of thof.:, who have magnanimoufiy jeoparded their 
iives, and (bed their blOud in their country's callie, 
will ever b~ dear to us. We particularly retain 
an honorable remembrance of thore, who firft fell 
a-facrifice to Bntiili wrath; and feel emotions of 
fympathy towards their iurviving relatives, who 
;:annot b~t be fenfiblyaffeCted on this occafion. 

o We would "Ifo join wit h you, in grateful acknow­
ledgments to GOD, whf) mercifully checked the 
WGuh of I)ur er;emies irl its firtl erup' ions, and 
faufed it to recol back on their own heads. We 
~ouht not, hut horn the warmth of honefl: re[ent­
ment ; from a love of liberty and or yonr coun­
try, you will per[evere to oppore and refill thofe 
info,lcnt and haughty enemies, of whofe wantoll 
cruelty, you have h1d too melancholy a fpecimen 9 

to permit you to expeC\: mJch mercy at their 
hands, lhould they gain their point. 0 

o 

LE'X' me now cb.ferve, that your appearing 
~quipt in military armour, as {oldiers prepared for 
war, naturally leads to reflections on the pernici­
ous influence of thofe corrupt lufts of human na~ 
ture, jrom WhN1U come wars. 1 hey who would 
be glad to };,v~ peaceably ~I)ith all m(I1, are often 
unhappily farced into contention, and obliged to 
take arms, and engage in hazardoUfo conte1h, in 
prder to deft:nd their Ii yes and lib:rties, agalOft 
th~ evil dellgns of llnre"ft)nable men, wb wh::n 
~hey !uppoI~ !hey h,lVC puwer and ihcngth to ac-

o 0 - -. 0 ~omplilh 
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eomplilJJ their' purpofes, fcruplc notto give. Uil~ 
bounded fcope to their pride, tovetoufne1s and' 
:tmbitj~n ; which paffions are mortal enemies to 

, the Jights of mankind: and, the fource ~,that ila .. 
v~y and cruelbolldage, under which to many of ' 
the nation. ottbe earth groan at. this day.. 
, 

, A CO~SJD,!RA.T!ON of tP~ pernicious infll1~" 
~ce and effects of thefe corrupt l~fts and paffiolls 
1h<luld engage yol,1 and lbould enga$e us all,to mord 

tify them ill ourfelves. For \'there they prevailp 

they not only lead to a condtd prejudicial to the: 
peace and welfare of human fociety.but make men, 
11aves ill the worO: (enie, how: much foev.~r t4cy , 
may hate the name. 

, 

WHILE therefore, you are engaged with a, 
laudlble aeal ill the callie of civil liberty , you wilt, 
permit me to remind you, that there is another, 
kind of liberty of an ,higher and nobler naturea 
whkh it is of infinite importance to every one t~ 
be poffeff.:d of; I mean that glorious internal Ii­
berty, which confi.fis in a, free.~om. from. the 00" 
m~nion of tin, and in the habit and pradice of aiL 
the virtues ot a g09d life. This- is that noble and' 
exalted liberty ot th~ /OllS 01 God, of which our, 
la,v~olr (peaks, when he lays, 1/ thr IO~1 Dr GaJ, 
A,a,!1 ,7tJk~ you fr:u, Ih!tl fhal' yt De. free ;nduJ., 

, And this, once g,lined, will infpire yO\l with the. 
greatdl m Ignallimity and fortitude, in the c:lufo, 
oro:ltw,ardlib~rt.Y. ~~ (be ri~hhoZJs ard/(}iti as.., 

• 
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To' condllde. Let us all, with that araor and -
. =arndlne!s, which' the 'importance of the thing re .. 
'quires,labour after th:s glorious liP!rty of the Ions 0/ 
God; that whe~ we {hall 'quit this tumultuous 
warring world, (having ac1ed our parts well in it) 
we may be admitted tothofe peaceful manfions. 
where, free frol~ ftrifc llndcootentloll) and all 
the pernicious effeCls of ungoverned wrath :ma 
ambition, we iball enjoy a bltifed immorlality,' 
ill the tranquil uninterrupted po1fdficn of ever", 
'felicity that gur nauuea ~c: ,aptble of~ , 
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