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To THe Ricur WoORsHIPFUL,

JOHN REYNOLDS, Eso

MAYOR of GREAT YARMOUT H.

> 1 R,

IN coni‘equencp of your very polite and obliging letter,
requefting the publication of the following difcourfe;
‘as the wifh not only of yourlelt, but likewife of feveral
of your brethren of the corporation, and of feveral other
inhabitants,) it now makes its appearance in public. I
mult however confels, that from my compliance with
your inclinations, I cannot lay any claim to merit; as,
the requeft itfelf, afforded me the greateft pleafure. A
pleafure, which, believe me, Sir, had not its fource in
vanity ; but, which flowed from the reflettion, that fuch
a requeft was the moft inconteftable proof, that my per-
formance of fome part of my duty at lealt, was accept-
able to thofe,—whom 1t ought to be my wifh to pleale,
—-that it may be In my power to inftruét.

4. The
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The wifh for fuch talents as may increafe our ability
of doing good, and for that fame which may render
that good more extenfive, arc defires, which even a
good man may indulge, and are diretted to the only
objelts, for which indeed a wilc man would labour,
Otherspurfuits, may gratify pride; thele alone, can im-
part comfort. If they c¢ven attain not their end, the
very aim is virtue, and confers that {elf-fatisfaltion, of
which neither malice can prevent the acquifition, nor
envy take away the poficilion. It fccures to us likewife,
that love and approbation of thiole who belt know us,
and that refpett and efteem of others from their reporrt,
which 1s the unexaéted, though never failing homage,
every man pays to genulne virtue, and unaffccéted picty ;
which can neither be obtained by all the {lratagems of
cunning, nor deftroyed by all the wvirulence .of party.
Whatever be my portion of tame,—may that approba-
tion, and that love be mine !'—May that efleem and re-
{peét, which, the inhabitants of Great Yarmouth have
hitherto {o gratuitoufly beftowed upon me, from the
benevolence of their own minds, never be delervedly
withdrawn, by any defet in mine; but, may a lafting
intimacy hereafter improve, what an early mtercourle
has at prefent begun! May that approbation which has
accompanied the firft exercifes of my duty, be meliorated
into a love, which will embalm my memory, when all
my labours fhall be terminated 1n the grave.

1o
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To aim at what is right with fincerity, and to plan
good without hypocrily, are often, amidft the frailties
of our prefent flate, the projeéls of thofe, who neither
perform the ome, nor executé the other. Had it not
been my wifh, to perform properly the duties of my
profeflion, I certainly would not have given up, what
15 gencrally deemed to be a finecure, for fo awful a
charge, as I have now underiaken,—the care of fo very
large and populous a parifh. May the fervor, with
which, that mtention was formed, be equalled by the
zcal, with which, 1t fhould be carried into execution!

Gratitude forbids me to conclude this addrefs, with-
out {cizing this opportunity of publickly acknowledging,
and fincercly thanking, you Sir,—the Deputy Mayor® ;—
and every other member of the corporation, for the
favours, which, it being 1n the power of the corpora-
tion alonc to confer upon the mimifler of the panih,
they have {o very hiberally beftowed upon me. To you,
Sir, give me leave to add likewile, my more particular
thanks, for the additional value flamped upon thole
favours, by the very polite and obliging manner, in
which, the information of them, has been always communi-
cated by you. If any can, fuch favours certamnly are,
a fhll farther call upon me for an attention to my

duty,

* Walliam  Fifher, Efy. who ferved the office of Mayor laft year, a

Jecond time, with the univalal approbation of his townimen.
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duty, and an additional motive for the pecrformance of
it ; as, that attention and that performance, are like-
~yife, the belt recompence, which it 1s 1n my power to
make for fuch obligations. May the difcharge of my
office be {uch, as f{hall moflt conduce to the mutual
comfort and f{atisfattion of both paftor and flock here,
and to their cternal felicity hereafter! This i1s the heart-

felt with, and fervent prayer of their moft aftettionate
mini{ter.

Believe me to be, Sir, with grcat cilcem and

f regard,

Your molt obliged,

And moft faithful

Flumble Servant,

SAMUEIL COOPTFER.
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J O B, Chapter xu. Verfe xxin.

{0 iNceRrRpasETH 1Y NATIONS, AND DESTROYFETH
THEM:; Y ENLARCETH TIHE NATIONS, AND

SUTRATTENETID PIHIULM O ANGAIN.

| HOEVER acknowledges a firflt caule, or a God,

who created the world, mufl, would he be con-
hilent with Limlclf, nccceflarily admit with the author
ot the bock of Job, his providence in the adminifiration
of 1t. For can any one maintain, that the fame almigh-
-ty Fiat which firft {pake the world into exiftence, can-
not as readily annthilate 1t; or that the {fame power which
made, cannot as eafily deftroy? As mnothing thercfore,
could at firlt rife into being without the will of God,
or of a creator, nothing cen continue in 1t, or ceafe to
be, without hius permiflion er providence.

There are fome indecd, who when prefled with difh-
cultics, which the mnbecility of their minds are unable
to euncounter, would witlingly {helter themielves under a
diftinction, between the wine of God, and his PERMIS-
ston.  But as 1t 1s evident to the thoughtful enqurrer,
that God can peront nothing, but what his wifdom fore-
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faw, and his power could have prevented: nothing can
happen on ecarth, which makes not a part of the coun-
fels of heaven. We may theretore be allured, that what-
ever God permits, will wliemalely, by {fome means con-
tribute to the greateft good the whole {yllem of created
natures was capable of receiving. Morally evil there-
fore as {fome attions arc in the immediate agents, yct
when they are traced up to thecir firlt caufes, and {ollow-
ed down to their lateft chHieéts, whatever convifiion they
may aflord us of the weaknefs, 1gnorance, and wicked-
nels of man, they will finally evince the power, wildom,
and goodnefs of God. They will all be found, to be only
links in one infinite chain, which is faflened to the throne
of God, and which 1s upheld by the hand of his provi-
dence. A chain, which conneéts together, in fuch a man-
ner, the {everal affociations of mankind in various nations,
and even each f{eparate and dillin& individual, as to
maintain the common happinels of one vaft extenfive
whole; and at the fame time, to fecure the greateft

poflible good of every the lcaft and mmutef} part.

Fully to trace this dottrine through all its branches,
to diffipate all the clouds of prejudice raifed about it
by {coffers, to clear away every hlament of fophiftry
woven around it by infidels, would indeed require a
treatife, rather than a fermon. It would lead to a dif-
cuflion not only too prolix for the prefent opportunity,
but alfo too remote from the preflent occafion. But, as
fuch a difquifition, 1s at this time 1mpoflible, {o likewile

I
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I flatter mylelf, that it 1s in this place unnecellary. 1
truft, that your chriftian humility will at all times repel
the arrogance of profane mockery*, and your chriftian
piety {ecure you {from the fnares of a {ubtle {cepticifm®.

There 1s however, one part of this fubje&t, which
may be trcated perhaps without too much intrufion on
vour time, and certainly with very much pertinence to
the occafion. I mean an Examination, and Refutation of
fome Miflakes concerning the Doétrine of a Providence,
which are entertained by {fome believers themfelves. By
men who are therefore entitled to our relpett for their
picty, though they cannot win our aflent to their opi-
1101S.

The firfl error T {hall mention, 1s one, which {eems to be
very generally adopted, and 15 the {uppofition, that the
notion of a providence muft neceflarily 1mply the fuper-
natural or miraculous agency of God, {eparate and diftinét
from his ulual, and ordmmary admmiftration. By the latter,
they feem to think, that he only takes care of the gene-
ral welfare; and it 1s by the former alone, they imagine,
that he can provide for the {ecurity and happinefs of
cach ndividual. IHHence 1t 1s common, to hear of a
diftinftion between the ORDINARY and EXTRAORDINARY
prROVIDENCE of God, and bctween his GENERAL and
PARTICULAR Providence.

Mofl

* ¥ TFoltarre and Hume are herc more particularly alluded to.
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Moft true it is indeed, that there have been {ome oc-
cafions, upon which God has departed from his ufual
modc of adminiftration, and, by mighty figns and wonders,
contrary to the ufual train and courfe of events, con-
vinced the moft hardened heart, * that he ruled over all”.
To the Hebrew nation, for inftance, almoft all his dil-
penfations were of this kind. But by what other means
lefs extraordinary and unufual, could ?¢4cy have been
convinced of God’s exiftence, power, proteétion, and
providence, when they had forgotten the former reve-
lations he had made of himfelf; and from the things
feen in the creation of the world, and in the ordinary
and ufual feries of caufes and eflelts, they underflood not
his eternal power and godhead? So likewife, when God
in his good time vouchfafed to bring life and immorta-
lzty to light, which man had before in vain looked for
in the cloudy horizon of human {fcience; he again thought
proper to work mighty figns and wonders, plainly be-
caufe, the authority of the teacher, could alone impart
a conviftion of the truth of the doétrine. Thefe were
grecat and uncommon occafions, and evidently required
therefore extraordinary and miraculous interpofitions. But
have we reafon to expeét the fame mode of divine ad-
miniftration, where there is not the [ame neceflity 1n
human affairs ?

It muft indeed be acknowledged, that even in the com-
mon occurrences of human life, there are fome events befail
us, which are {eemingly fo unconnetted with any pricr

caufes,—{o {furprifing ;—1f not altogether fingular,—{o
wonderful
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wonderful ;—if not abfolutely miraculous,—that it 1s fome-
uumes difficult to difcern the marks of difcrimination,
and they are allowed by almoft every one, to be {uch
{triking demonflrations of the operations of a divine
providence, that for the moment at leaft, they roufe
the moft carclels, and appall the moft abandoned.

T'o enumerate inftlances either m reipeét to nations,
or individuals, would be an endlefs talk. The day would
clole 1n darknels, before any one verfed in the hiftory
of mankind, could rclate an hundredth part of what his
memory would fupply. Who even of us, could glance
back an eye on the cvents of his own life, and not re-
colle€t various inftances of the utmoft importance to
his happinels, which neither his own power, nor wil-
dom, nor the power nor wildom of thofe mofit interefted
in his welfare could have commanded, nor even have
contrived ; but which befell him, not only beyond all
his hopes, but even contrary to all his expettations. All
fuch events, the pious but hafty zealot tnflantly pronounces,
to be marks of a meraculous interpofition. But, by {eem-
ing to confine the divine agency to thefe particular
events, he occafions in {ome, a difbelief of 1its opera-
tion in the more general courle of human affarrs. Whilit
others, diflcovering that regular,  though latent feries of
caufes and effelts, by which fome fingular acquifition
or deliverance was brought about, and at the fame time,
forgetting the omnifcient mind which planned, and the
almighty hand which conduéted it, run into the contrary

B cxXtreme.
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extreme, and they deny altogether the agency of God's
particular providence, and cvery muraculous: interpofition.
Much 1s 1t to be lamented, when zeal in a good caufe
is without knowledge :—When the credulity of fome

does but generate infidelity in others,—and when an ex-
ceflive blaze of devotion kindles only the flame of im-

plety.

The miftake of believers, feems 1n this cale, to be
grounded upon two opinions, though almoft oppofite;
yet, both equally falle. The one,—that infinite power
is able to work contradiftions. ‘The other,—that [ome
things which do not imply a contradi¢tion, are yet dif-
ficult, or impofiible to infinite power. For, to {uppole
fuch events, as have been jufl alluded to,—to be mira-
culous,—is, to fuppole a courfle of nature to exit. But
at the fame time to maintain, that {o many events oc-
cur,—which are not parts of a courfe of nature,—is to
annthilate it. Again, though fome things are called ealy,
and fome diflicult, 1n relation to different degrees of
finite power; yet 1t 1s abfurd to fuppoile thofe terms ap-
plicable to infinite power; to which, all things muft be
cqually pollible. Infinite Power 1s therefore without
doubt, as equal to the tafk of adjufting every event to
the -defigns of infinite goodnefs, by his arrangements
at FIRST; as, by his interpofition ArTerwarDs. The
jame wifdom which foreknows, and the f{ame power
which produces all things, could evidently, as well ad-
juil every event to every man’s forefeen future difpofition,

-

as
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as to his known prefent one. The fame reward, may as
well be provided in a regular courfe of things, for that
piety and devotion which is yet to come; and the fame
punifhment, for that impiety and blafphemy, which 1s
not yet uttered; as if, the one, had now called forth
the admiration of the world; and the other had excited
its abhorrence. To vindicate then the dotirine of a
providence, which regulates the affairs of every nation,
and every individual, there 1s no neceflity to call mn, or
to {uppofe, the aflifitance of prodigies and miracles. Every
circumftance, may have its appointed place in a REGU-
1LAR COURSE OF THINGS, which 1s required to raile
the individual to happinefs, or deprefs him m milery;
which 1s neceflary to ¢ zncreafe nations, and to deflroy
‘““ them, to enlarge them, and lo firaiten them again’.
Should the well known queflions be afked us, whether ac-
cording to this notion of a providence, Aitna will for-
get her thunders or recall her fires, fhould a fage requeit
it? Will the gravitation of fome old temple nodding
to its fall ceafe, if one man go by, and referve its hang-
ing wall for another*? We may anfwer without pre-

{fumption,—

% Shall burning /Xtna, if a {age requires,

Yorget to thunder, and recall her fires?

On air or fea new motions be 1mpreft,

Oh blamelefs Bcthel! to relieve thy brealt?
AVhen the loofe mountain trembles from on high,
Shall gravitation ceale 1f you go by?

Or fome old temple, nodding to its fall,

‘Tor Chartres’ head referve the hanging wally
Fflay on Man.
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{fumption,—that God may have {o concatenated events,—
that without any infringement upon the will, or even
any influence whatever upon the mind, the fage who
thus requefts, fhall on account of fome other prelent
occupation, not wifh to explore the mountain, whilft 1t
pours forth its fires; and that one particular man, from
fome exercife of benevolence,—lome engagement of bu-
finels,—or fome perfuit of pleafure,—fhall not go by,—
and that from {ome one or other of thele motives,—ano-
ther fhall,—go by at that moment—when—the wall fhall
ceale to be fupported, by the laws of gravitation. So
likewife, though we grant, that G od will not imprels new
motions on air or fea; yet, he may have {o proportioned
the effelts of every wind that blows, and every wave that
rolls, to the refources,—time,—place,—materials,—build-
ers, and other circumftances relpetiing different f{hips,—
that one fhip, may be {aved Irom that ftorm, which at
the fame moment wrecks another.

Let us not therefore 1magine, that God’s ways are like
man’s ways; and becaufe, human legillatures can by
GENERAL LAWws, provide only for the GENERAL mAP-
PINESS, that God’s plans, want amendment or interpo-
fition, for the benefit of INDIVIDUALS. But, convinced,
that every blefling which we enjoy, and every misfor-
tune which we deplore, whether as infulated individuals,
or as members of a {tate,—mull befall us by the will of
God:; let us neither be rafh to determine, nor anxzous to
enquire,—whether they be brought about by his ordinary,

or
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or extraordinary agency.—Thus fhall we fafely fteer be-
tween the pertinacity of bigots, and the fcepticiim of
infidels. For whichfoever be the caule,—the fame gra-
titude and love,—the fame trufll and dependence are
equally due;—the fame hope of his favour, and the
fame dread of his difplealure will equally arife ;—the fame
reward will as furely await virtue,—and the fame pu-

mihment will as certamly attend vice. ¥

C Another

* Thofe, who are converfant swith dilguifittons upon this {fubject, will
munediately  perceive, that there 1s a refemblance between the account
here flated of the operations of providence, and that given by the amiable,
excellent, and rational Wollafton, in his Religion of Nature delineated.
The Author for his part rcadily acknowledges, that he has no doubt, but
that NIr. Wollalton’s {entiments led him to his own. But it appears very
wonderful, that at the very time, Mr. Wollafton was attempting to account
for the operations of providence without any infringement upon free will,
(as 1t 15 commonly called) or rather, (as 1t ought to be called) the power
of chuling, that his own {cheme, which was meant to obviate fuch an ob-

je¢hion, was liable to the fame;—wlich indeed, he himfelf feems to have
perceived.  And, what is more wonderful {till,—that, when he intended by
his {cheme to acccunt for the operations of providence without the in-
tervention  of muracles, that his own plan aelf, prefuppofes them ;—which
with all his fagacity he did not {cem to difcern., But, thefe pofitions will
be cevident, upon a concife view of the PROPOSITION he MEANS to prove,

and the sETHOD he TAKES to prove it.

“« May we cxpeft MIRACLES, {fay he) or can there be a particular pro-
“ vidence, a providence that fuits the SEVERAL CASES and prayers of in-
“ dividuals, without a continual REPETITION and force FREQUENTLY

“ committed upon the LAWS OF NATURE, and the YREEDOM of IN-
““ TELLIGENT
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Another error, which feems very gecnerally to miflead
believers in their notions of a providence, is the fuppo-

{ition,

“ TELLIGENT Agents? For my part, {continnes he) I think there may.”
—This therefore, is the PrROPOsiTION he immediately proceeds to prove.
Asa MEAN to this, he firff eviaces the prefcience of God. Secondly. He thosws,
« that it is not IMPOsSIBLE that fuch laws of nature, and fuch a feries
“ of caufes and eflefls may be oriGINALLY defligned, that not only ge-
“ neral provifions may be madce for the feveral fpecies of beings, but even
“ PARTICULAR cafes, at lealt MaANY OF THEM may alfo be provided for
“ without INNOVATIONS or ALTERATIONS 1 the courfe of nature.”
Thirdly. He proves, * that 1t is not 1MroOssIBLE, that mcen, whofe na-
“ tures and aétions are foreknown, may be mntroduced mto the world in
“ fuch TIiMES, PLACES, and other CIRCUMSTANCES, as that their alls
“ and behaviour may not only comcide with the ceNneErAL plan of things,
“ but alfo anfwver MANY PRIVATE cales too.” Feourthly. He fthows, ¢ that
““1t 15 not IMPOSSIBLE, that MANY things fuitable to seEvERAL calcs,
“ may be brought to pafs by means of secrer, and {fometimes SUDDEN
“ INFLUENCES on our MINDS, or the minds of other men, whole aéts
“ may affet us.”

has given of the foregoing propofition. Iut that he himfelt was confcious,

Such i1s the fum of the proofs, which Nr. Wollaflon

that it was liable to the very objeftion relative to the will, he meant it
fhould obwiate, (as I have obferved above,) 1s evident, from his own con-
ceflion. For fays he, « if any one {hould objcét, that 1f men arc thus over-
“ ruled in their aflings, then they are deprived of their hberty, &c.” The
anfwer 1s, * that though man i1s a free agent, he may not be frce as to
““ EVERY THING. His freedom may be RESTRAINED, and he only account-
‘“ able for thofe aéls in refpeét of which he 1s FREE.)
not confcious, (as I obferved above,) that his {cheme involved 1n 1t an m-

And that he was

terpofition of miracles, as much as any other, 1s manifeft from his own
affertion. For fuys he, ¢ If this then be the cafe, as it fcems to be, that
» men’s minds are fufceptive of fuch INSINUATIONS and INMPRESSIONS,

Bax
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fition, that NATIONAL FPROSPERITY, is always the re-
ward of NATIONAL VIRTUE. An opinion, which flows
from that very fruitful {ource of error; into which, every

onc

“ as frequently by ways unknown do afle€t them, and give them an incli-

“ nation towards this or that, how many things may be brought to pafs by

‘“ thefe means without FINXING or REFIXING the laws of nature: any
“ morc than they are uvnflixt, when one man aiters the opinion of another

““ by throwing a book proper for the purpofe in his way ?”

But furcly, idcas fuccced each other in the mind, bty as regular Jaws
(though more latent) as bodics appear and dilappear in the umverfe: and
the operations of mind upon thole 1deas cre as much regulated (though 1t
1s lefs cafily difcovered) as the meuons of Lodies on cach other. Yor
otherwife, how could there be fuch a scr1iNcE as MinND, or fuch an ART
as LocGic. Any ncw imprefiions, or mfluences therefore, which are not
according to thofe laws, are as much »MiraACLEs, as the fufpenfion of
the ufual laws of motion, or an imprcflion of new forces upon bodies.
But certainly, to give fecurity and happinels, or their contraries, to na-
tions or individuals, by difpofing and adjufting of EVENTS ALONE In
fuch a manner, that the one fhall be procured, and the otker avoided 1n a
regular ferzes of ufual canfes and effecls; and, as I have fuppoled, without
any controul likeunfe on the exercife ol men’s powers or any muraculous in-
fluences on their munds,~—is as poflible tor infinite power to efleft,—as the
oppofite fuppofition, which is Mr. Wollaflen's hypothefis. My explication
of the operations of providence, can alone folve the wife man’s feeming
paradox, but real and moft comfortable truth; that touglh a MAN’S HEART,
DEVISETH his WAy, yef, it 1s the LORD, who DIRECTETH his STEPS.

Long as this note already 1s, I cannot however conclude 1, without
noticing a very remarkable circumflance ; that Mr. Wollafton m a treatifc
on natural religion, and wholc filence in relpelt to revealed, has been often
conftrued into difbclicf,~—has, without intending 1t, aflorded a moft rRA-

| TION AL
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one muf fall, who quits ExPERIENCE, thc only {ure
guide to faft; and flies to ARGUMENT, which 1s not
fitted to difcover it. LExperience forces them indeed to
admit, that profperity is by no means the conflant re-
ward, nor fure proof, of the virtue of INDIVIDUALS.
But they maintain, 1t muft be fo, in relpeét to xNATIONS;
~—becaufe,—though this difpenfation of things may be
rectilied to the individual in a future ftate, vet to a
nation, there can be no f{uch future reparation; and
therefore, fuch an order of things, would be 1rreconcile-
able with the goodnefs of God. But lct thele men, who
are thus 1nvolved i a labyrinth of words, which they
ule not as figns but as Jfulflilutes for ideas, tell us,—
how the profperity of a NATioNaL BODY, can be f{e-
parated from the prolperity, of 1its memMBeErs? Does
the word, mnalton, denote any thing but a colleclion of
endividuals united under the fame government, or ruled
by the fame laws? Can then the nation be profperous,
and the individuals who compofe the mnation, not be
fo? And if a future flate can recompence to ecvery vir-
tuous 1ndividual, the misfortunes in which he is 1m-
merged, from other fources, can 1t not as cafily com-
penfate thofe in which he 1s overwhelmed iIn common
with all the other members of a community £ And if

a re-

TIONAL account of that fupernatural agency of the divine {pirit upon the
human mind, f{or rehgions purpoles,—which 1s called,—DIVINE GcRrRACYK:
bat which 1s dilbclieved by fome clriftians, becaufe it appears ¢o them
tRRATIONAL,
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a recompence be given to EAcH INDIVIDUAL, will not
then, reparation be made to the wunorLe NarTioN? ¥

D The

+ There are many readers, who, upon the firft perufal of the queﬂidn,
—*¢ whether a nation can be profperous, when the individuals who compofe
‘“1t, are not?”"—will, I dare to fay, with much poffitivenefs declare, that
1t muft without doubt, be anfwered in the affirmative. If however, they
will but give themfelves the trouble of thinking, they will, after an accurate
invelligation of the queftion, difcover, that their dogmatifm and their er-
ror, arofe, from a contufion of ideas, or abufe of words. A fource of
error,—which cven the greater part of the moft celebrated writers 1n
1.ocI1c and METAPHYSICS, whole, more peculiar province it 1s, to proteét
others from falling into it, have more augmented by their own praflice, than di-
minifhed by their cautions. The {cience of rorLiTicks hkewile, {fcems to be a
region, in which this fource of error very much abounds. Nay indeed, the very
word, rorIicy, which ought to denote, cither the Jagacity which {ecures a na-
tion from external interruption, and the z:/dom which provides for the internal
peace and happinels of a flate, or at leall, the regulations, which that {agacity
and that wif{dom adopt for thofe ends,—now [carcely ever denotes with any par-
ty, any thing more, than—craft and 1ts intrigues, or cunning and 1ts
equivocations. So likewile, when the rrosrer1ITY o0f the nation 1s men.
tioned, inftead of that word being ufed to fignify as it ought, 1f 1t relate to
external policy, the nation’s means ot {ecurity againft the pride, envy, ambition,
and injuftice of {urrounding nations; it will be found only to imply at
beft, a mere extent of territory, or cven perhaps, nothing more than fome
brilliant viftories, which do not fo much as conduce even to the acquifl-
tion of territory; but which only fcrve to ereét bloody trophies, to the
glory of a prince, by which, the peogle are impoverifhed, and thc country
is depopulated. If the word, ¢ rrOSPERITY,” refer to internal policy, 1t is
not then applied as it ought, to denote the wealth, power or fame, of the
majority of every rank, order, or clals in the ftate; but by the profperty
of the nation is meant only, the intereft of fome one rank, or clals of the

people, in oppefition to that of the reff; or, the acquifition of fome trivial
[CMPOTArY
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The darknefs however, in which the cloud of words
involves thefe pious, though miltaken men, is not bounded

here.

terhporary advantage to the 7¢f, obtained, by violating the rights of fomc
one order, and totally deflroying its privaic happinels, and its public ufe.

Whocver, will keep in his mind, the true definitions of the words jufk
mentioned, when he takes up any of the numecrous political pamphlets,
(as they arc called) whiclr are continually fwarming from the prefs, he will
be altonifhed at the {fophifms, by which the writers are cither deccived
themfelves, or by which they mcan to decceive others. He will find,
{chemes propofed by merchants, which for the fake of foine partial and
temporary advantage, would, if adopted, be the ruin of trade, and of the
country, He will perceive, others fuggefted by landholders, which for
fome advantage of fimilar extent and duration, would, in the end, .render
the produce of land ol no value, and occalion deflruflion to towns and
cities.  Plans, he will difcover, propoflcd by cvery clafs in the ftate, which
are only calculated to procurc fome immediate benclit to their own order,
by doing an injury and injuftice to the reft; but zll which pretend, not-
withftanding, to amm at the PUBLIC Goob.

There 15, ONE cLASS of people indeed, and much more numerous
tnan the reft, who mufl be excepted, out ot the gencral obfervation juit
:nade, of publifhing fchemes, to improve their own condition, at the ex-
nence of others,—1I mcan,—the rooR. Tor, I do not recollelt any attempt,
to prove ROBBLERY to be a PuUBLIC BENEFIT, f{ince the days of Man-
deville.  And, amidft the other various abufe of words, robbery now ge-

ncrally denotes a erume, which can only be committed by the LOWER
ciaffes of mankind, againft the mHi1GHErr. For the fame injuflice, when
terpetrated by the fugher clafles, and fuffered by the lower, 1s lanélified by
iz doer, converted into a gublic benefit, and boafted of perhaps, as a
nvoof, of ‘the prosrErITY of the NATION,

It
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here. They confound prOSPERITY and HAPPINESS with
each other; though they are totally feparate and diftiné&.
'  Profperity,

It is impoflible for, BENEVOLENCE, or even, HUMANITY, to take a
view of the prefent ftate of the lowefl clafs, efpecially in the country, and
compare 1t with i1ts p;}ﬁ, ““ cvithout agomzing at cvery pore.”” When, any
onc confider, the number off .}'cfmu'ccs from want, they once enjoyed,
which they have now loﬂ’; and the many alleviations from diftrefs of
which they once pariook, but which arc now withdrawn; (to both of which
ciwrcumilances a varicty of caufes have conduced) not only his charity, but
cven his love for the conititution will be decply wounded, when he per-
ceive, that the rrcisLaTture ielf, too frequently diminifhes the roor
MAN's few remaming rcfources, and aggravates his multiplied miferics.
Lherr rights, who have necither ability to be their own advocates, nor money
to procure them, ought furely, to be particularly guarded by the legifla-
ture; inftcad of -being lelt, as they now are, to accident for the difcovery,
or to private humanity for relict. It 15 to be feared, that even every
PEER, will not follow the example of onc in this county, who f{lops an
application to the legtflature, which would certainly be attended with great
private cmolument to himliclf, till he can {ee a probability of adjulling every
right, and giving the POOR MAN a FULL EQUIVALENT, for what he
now cnjoys. Where this 15 not done, 1t 15 fome comiort 1indeed to the
poor man to know, that, if his cry can rcach the ecar, cither of the faith-
ful member of the largeft county in this kingdom, or the upright prefident
of the firft court of judicature,—though, PRIEST and LEVITE pals by on
‘the other fide, they at leaft,  have not yet to learn— who, s their
“ nerghbour.”

But, if a majority of the legiflature determine, that the PUBLIC GoOD
confifts in taking away benefits which have been long enjoyed by the poor,
WITHOUT ALLOWING THEM an EQUIVALENT, and in CONFERRING
THEIR FORMER SIIARE, upon the MIIGHER ORDERS, by bellowing upon
THEM as an EQUIVALENT, fen fumes the value, of what they give up ;—

| then
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Profperity, is indeed the fource of various pleafures;
and by happinefs, we mean only, an uninterrupted pol-
feflion of pleafure. But the joys which profperity im-
parts, are only thofe which wrarTH, Power, and
FAME can beftow; which, ncver at any time, conflitute,
more than a very fmall part; and do not mneceffurtly
form any part of that accumulation of pleaflures, the
sum of which, we call marriness. But that {fum, I
may venture to afiirm, 1s uniformly and invariably the
portion of virTtur. It 1s individually. the portion of
every member, and nationally the portion of the whole
aggregate body. Whereas, on the contrary, though pro-
{perity is frequently adminiftered by the kind hand of
providence, as a cordial to {upport virtue in her ftrug-
gles with the follies, wvices, and calamities of the world,
yet it 1s likewife frequently dropped 1nto the cup of
vice,—in which, 1t ferments mnto a poifon ;—which either
lethargifes the {fenfes 1n ftupidity, or exhilerates them
imto madnels.

Having thus endeavoured to vindicate the Doétrine
of a Providence from the miftakes of {ome believers,
who without doubt mean well, though thcy certainly think
i1l let us now take a fummary view of God’s late dealings

with this nation. By which, I truft, we f{hall find, that
what

then indeed the dofirine of this note will be overturned from its founda-
tion; and the cxpreflions, * PROSPERITY OF THE NATION,” and the
““ OPPRESSION OF THE POOR,” mufl ever after be taken, and ufed, as
SYNONYMOUS TERNMS.
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what has been [uggefted and advanced as a general theory,
is confirmed, and illuflrated, by particular falts.

The greater part of you, my brethren, were, I ap-
prchend, witnefles, and none, I conclude, who faw, can
have forgotten, the fear, terror, and diflmay which took
polleflion of our hearts, and the defpair which was wvifi-
ble in every countenance at the commencement of the
laft war. Scarce a wind blew, which did not bring us
news of a defeat ;—fome unfuccefsful attempt of ours,—
or fome conqueft gained by our enemies.—QOur navy re-
treated,—our places were taken from us,—our armies
were routed.—The countries of our allies were entered,
pillaged, plundered, and ravaged; their harvells were
torn up,—and their culuvated fields converted into a
defert®*. Their cities were laid walle,—their towns were
confumed with fire,—their mhabitants were f{lain,—f{carce
a child hanging at the breaft could elcape;—deaf were
the barbarians to the cries of infancy and the fhrieks of
maternal affettion,—the {word pilerced through the child
to the breaft of the mother.—Thele miferies we were
forced to bechold, without pdllefling power to allevi-
ate.—QOur army compleat, and 1n full vigour, lay down
their armxs at the feet of the invaders, and with bend-

I ed
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* Sec Belleifle’s Inflruétions, and the cruelties exercifed by the Kalmucks

and Coflacs in the territories of the King of Pruiha.
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ed necks crouched to receive the yoke of the con-
querors+ ‘We were held in {corn and derifion of our ene-
mies, and became a bye word amongft all nations. Our
trade was deﬁrdyed —our - credit was funk,—our martial
fpirit- was fled,—our armis lay negleéted,—our hands hung
nervelels -—horror and defpair were m our ftreets.—W

(’:alled atonnd for {fuccour, but there was none to hclp
1§ —except, ——O fhame to Diuions,—a {¢w - mercenary
troops-who were hired to guard our very coaftst. An
invafion -was threatened,—and cvery day expeéted, and
at the dawn of every morning, 1t was doubted, whether
before the {un agam reached the weft, we might not
hold: ‘our laws, lmcrueq ancl I‘(‘IIU‘IOH at the meércy only

Of a G'tll"" df~ 1)ot “and of a poplih higot. -

‘J .

In this hopelefs and defpairing f{tate, what help could
we expeft {rom wmaN, or what, fome will {ay, could
fave us, l¢/s-than a miracle, from Gop? DBut the Lord
by means,—though' extraordinary,—yet not contrary to
the courfe of nature,—though wonderfui,—yet mnot mira-
culous,—was {fo far from {uffering us utterly to perifh,
that he again gave us wildom in counfel, and ftrength
in the day of battley~—he taught our hands to war, and
our arms to break even a bow of fteel.—Our hopes re-
vived,—our breafts once more glowed with martial firce,

—Oouy

+ The convention of Clofter Severn,
The Heflians and Hannovenrans,
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—our armies were led forth to conqueft,—and we iub-
dued our enemies under us.—QOur credit rofe.—Qur trade
revived.—The feas were covered with our fhips.—Each
quarter of the globe re-echoed to the thunder of the
Britith navy, and trembled under the firoke of the Britifh
arm.—QOur enemies were In their turn difmayed; fear
came upon thema, and an horrible dread overw hdmed
them.—Thetr armites fled belore us, their fortrefles {fur-
rendered at our cemmand, or were abandoned at our
approach.—Their own country was {leveral times i1n-
vaded,—we {carcely marched any where, but wvittory
led our van, and rout and flaughter followed in the
rear.—In the well our navies rode triumphant; 1n the
caft we depoled kings and {fet them wup; commerce
poured her richell treafures mnto our lap;—cach region
of the earth {ubmitted to our dominion; people of every
nation were proud to become our {fubjefis: We might
even fay, that, we had the heathen given ws for our in-
heritance, and the uttermofl parts of the ecarth for odur

poflclfion.

Though the haughty Spaniard, had hand jomned n

hand with the perfidious Gaul, when the latter feemed
to be fuing only for peace,—we rejelted the mhlidious
offer,—we prepared to oppofe the: union without dil-
may,—we triumphed over both;—and the number and
firength of our enemies, only increafed the luftre of our
vitories. Contrary to the laws of nations,—contrary to
the faith of treaties,—the Spaniard entered the territories

O1
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of his and our faithful ally*,—ravaged and lay walfle
his country,~—and in the pride ol his heart and firit
flufh of {uccefs, where there was no one to refift, boafl-
ed, that he would drag the fovereign from his throne,
—expel him from his own dominions, and with the iron
rod of conqueft and oppreilion, make his kingdom, a
province, to the dominions of Spain. God, was how-
ever plealed, to make us the inftruments of his protec-
tion to the unrefifting weaknels of our allies, and of
his punifhment to the haughty views of our enemies.
Whilft, they were meditating nothing, but glory and
conqueft, they met with nothing, but defeat and dif-
grace. Their fhips laden with the treafures of the In-
dies were captured, and even their flrongeft hold, which
contained the key to all their treafures,—though defend-
ed by valour, fortified by nature, and deemed impreg-
nable by art, could not withftand the {orce of Britifh
courage and condutt. They were unable to aflift their
allies, or even to defend themlielves. But being become
the ridicule of enemics, and the jelt even of their {riends,
they were glad to hide their weaknefs in obfcurity, and
(helter themfelves from further infamy under the downy
wings of Peace.—Peace was granted them, a peace, which
whether oppoled only by lelf-intereft, or really inade-
quate to our vaft fuccels,—was however fuch an one,—
as promiled fecurity to our conquelts,—fiability to our
commerce,—and permanency to our glory.

Under

# The dominions of the king of Portugal.
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Under fuch circumfitances, well might we think our-
fclves highly favoured by God,—and that providence
had great defigns 1n view for us.—That he intended to
beftow lafting happinels upon this nation, and to make
/¢ the means of 1mparting extenfive and durable bleflings
to the world. We could {carcely forbear perhaps to
think, that it was for our own righteoufnefs, we were
thus beconie, as it were, the chofen people of God;—
that our profperity was the reward of our paft, and the
harbinger of our future virtue. We thought perhaps,—
that God gave vUs {o many countries, 1 which brutal
(erocity and favage cruelty had before reigned almoft
without controul,—becaufe,~—under our dominion,—arts
and {ciences,—religion and hiberty, would there fix in
future, their habitations; becaufe, the lands would be
cultivated, and the natives civilized :—becaufe, we fhould
conquer only to humanize,
{avage, we fhould leave a chriftian.—~We thought per-
haps, that our cnemies on the contrary, were not f{uf-
fured to prevail,—becaufe, THEY would have triumphed
only to plunder, and f{ubdued only to tyrannife; be-
caufe, they would have wielded the {courge of {uperfti-
tion, and rivetted the chains of {lavery.

But far,—very far, were we from exploring the real
defigns of God.—Far,—very far,—were we from fore-
{eemng,—that when we had efleftually fecured our bre-
thren in America from the inroads of the ruthlefs favage,
and the attempts of the ambitious chrifhian,—that the

I bloody
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bloody flags of civil war would foon be unfurled on
their coafts, and that the {words of brothers and of
friends would ere long be pointed at each other’s brealfts.
By no means did we imagine, that the very country
which poured in the fulleft tide of our prolperity, would
be the moft fruitful fource of our misfortunes,—and that
when God had {eemed to fet us upon a rock which
fhould never be moved,—he meant only,—iial the lofly
looks of man fhould be humbled, and ihat the haughle-
nefs of men frould be bowed down ;—that he defligned
only to render thofe pofleflions our fevereft {courge,
which had been our highelt boaft ;—that country the
Icene of our difgrace, which had been the theatre of
our-‘glory ;—and the rapidity and extent of our {uccefles,
only the fpeedlcﬁ and {ureft means of utter ruin and

deﬁrualon

Wholoever thou art, whether nation or individual, that
once vauntedil thyfelf of thy profperity, read the hiftory
of Prowdence and - tremble. - Look up with awe to the
chaihf’ements of ‘his hand, and call thine own ways to
remembrance !  For of this be affured,—that though pro-
SPERITY is frequently not the rRewarDp, but only the
TRIAL of ViIRTUE, that ApvERsITY however, 1s always
mtended to be the CORRECTOR or SsCOURGE of viIck.
When 1t ‘approaches us with its mildeflt countenance, 1t
comes only as a monitor to warn us of our danger; but

it 1t be then unheeded, it foon aflumes its fevereft form,
md rufbes upon us, as the avenger of our crimes.

]
- =
]
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As then, we are now met in the moft folemn man-
ner to humble ourfelves under the corre&ive hand of
God, and to deprecate his anger by fafting and prayer ;—
let it be our hearty endeavour, to make it fuch a faft,
“ as God has chofen.”—Let not the different parties in
the ftate, any longer continue, each to boalt itlelf of its
own righteculnefls,—with pharilaical pride to be thank-
ful, that 24 1s not as the other is,—and each fully faus-
fied with 1tdelf, accule the other of being the soLE caule
of all our calamities. If they believe,—that there 1s a
righteous Providence who governs mnations and indi-
viduals, they will fulpeét, that the root of the evil lies
much deeper, and {preads much wider, If either they
examine more clofely, they will difcern, or if they become
more candid, they will acknowledge, that they neither
of them feel that fervor of punrLic spiriT, which their
outward profeflions declare,—nor that glow of PRivATE
BENEVOLENCE which the {plendor of numerous charities
{eems to indicate. Inftead of examining, and cenfuring
only thofe, whom, cach {uppoles to be immediately the
weak or guiity authors of our diftrefs,—let ecach of us
narrowly i1nfpeét, and amend our own condutt. Yor
however weak or wicked others may really be,—yet we
may be allured,—that neither thcir weaknels nor wick-
ednels could have hurt us, if our own crimes had not
firlt deferved punifhment. Let ui with caution condemn
others, but with rigour judge ourfelves. Let each man
look mto his own heart, and each will {ee there {uth-
cient frailties and vices to juftify God’s havieft chafiife-

menits.
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ments, and to convince him, that Providence in the midfi
of judgment, ¢ Aas remembered mercy.” For where 1s the
individual in private life, who can fay,—I HaAvE NO sIN.
Or where 1s that party or denomination of men in pub-
lic bufinefs, which can truly boaft of that pERrECT
CONSISTENCY OF coNDucT, which has 1n NO INsTANCE
whatever tended to bring on this prelent awful crifis,
leemingly big, with the mofl dreadiul cataftrophe.

Let us upon this,—and upon all other occafions,—
where Providence makes nmuman AcenTs the inflruments
of our punifhment, be more folicitous in tracing Gobp’s
INTENTION 1n the CHASTISEMENT, than MAN'S SHARE
in the inrrictioN.—Would we but adopt this princi-
ple of conduét,—an habitual piety towards God would
[oon propitiate his anger, and fecure to us his favour.
Thofe malignant pailions towards men, from whence
only  come wars and fightings amongff us,” would die
away ; and chriftian love and charity, would fhed abroad
upon our hearts, THAT PEACE, which, was the lafl,
beft gift of Jefus Chrift on earth, to every true dilciple.—
Tuat preEACE,—which, * the world cannot give ;"—but
without which, pPrROSPERITY, 15, but a cursz, and with
+vhich, ADVERSITY, 1S. even.a DLESSING,
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