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ERR ONEOU S Opinions conarni'l1g PR 0 V IDENC E. tr~futed, . 
the T RUE NOT ION jlated, and £lhiflratecl b;,.v the EVENT S ~ 
,i,l7,idz, ha:oc Late(.y lwjJjJened to tlLis l\TaLion: 
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PREACHED IN THE 

PARISH CHURCH of GREAT y"'AR!vIOUTH .. 
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On F R I nAY FE Po R U A R Y the 8th, J 78:!., 
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SAMUEL COO P D. , 
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Y . .t\:R ,!vI 0 U T H: PnINTED BY ]. Ivl ARC II., 
. (Fo'r the n ENE FIT ur the C H A It I T '( S C H 0 0 L,) , 

And So1e] hy Ei\'l'o~ ant] BUULTEH, alld all the B,.)uk-!dlcrs in .Noifuil 
antI, SI(1/1Jlh; l\'hl'.lULI., at C({/IIb/id.I;'!'; BECKET ,!IICI C:\J)!-:J.L, ill the 

Strand, J. FISKE, ncar Por/lIIt/1l S'i1wre, allti S. Cl'.()WDElt, Palel. 
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TOT HER I G H T 'V 0 R S HIP F U L, 

() H N R ~-: Y N 0 L D S, ESQ. 

1'1 A Y 0 R of G REA T Y ARM 0 U T H . 

• 

S I H, 

N conlequence of your ycry polite and obliging letter, 
• 

requcfiing the publication .of .the following difcourfe; 
(as the wifh not only of yourIeU: but likewife of feveral 
of vour brethren of the corporation, and of feveral other 

" 
inhabitants,) it now makes its appearance in public. I 
mull however confels, that from my compliance with 
your inclinations, I cannot lay any claim to merit; as, 
the requell itfelf, afforded me the greatefi pleafure. A 
pleafure, 'which, believe me, Sir, had not its fource in 
vanity; but, which flowed from the refleCtion, that fuch 
a rcqueft was the moll: incontefiable proof, that my per­
form"ance of fome part of my duty at leafi, was accept­
able to thore, ,\-"h0111 it ought to be my willi to pleafe • 
"--that it may be in my power to inilr1l8. 

• 

(J . The 
• 

• 
• 

' . 

• 

• 

, • 

• 
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• 



• 

( ii J 
The winl. for ruch talents as may increafe our ability 

• 

of doing good~ and for that fame which may render 
that good more extenfive, arc defires, which even a 
good man may indulge', and are dircEled to the only 
obje8.s, for which indeed a "\\·ile man would labour. 
Other~1purruits, may gratify pride; thde alone, can im­
part comfort. If they C\Tl1 attain not their end, the 
very aim is virtue, and confers that {Clf-f~ltisf~lnion, of 
which neither malice can prevent the acquifition, 110r 
envy take away the pqfIdIion. It fccures to us likewii(" 
that love and approbation of thole who ben know us, 
and that refpeEt and efleem of others from their report, 
which is the unexaEted, though never t:liling homage, 
every man pays to genuine virtue, and unafTct1ed piety; 
which can neither be obt.ained by all the flratagems of 
cunning, nor defiroyed by all the virulence. of party. 

" vVhatever be" my portion of fame, may that approba-

• 

-'. .. 

" tion, and that love be mine! May that e£leem and re­
fpea, which, the inhabitants of Great Yarmouth have 
hitherto fo gratuitoufiy bellowed upon me, from the 
benevolence of their own minds, never be deIervedlv 

• 

withdra'\~n, by any defeC1 in mine; but, may a lafting 
intimacy hereafter impro\'e, what an early intercoude 
has at prefent begun! May that approbation which "11(1:> 
accompanied the firH. exercifes of my duty, be meliorated 
into a love, which will embalm my memory, when aU 
JTIy labours fhall be terminated in the grayc. 

"1"' 
" " () 

" 

" 

• 

" 
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To aim at what is right ,·vith fincerity, and to plan 
good without hypocrify, are often, amidfl. the frailties 
of our prefent {late, the pr~ieas of thore, who neither 
perform. the Ol'\e, nor execute the other. Had it not 
been my zvijlz, to perform properly the duties of my 
profl~fTion, I certainly would not have given up; what 
is generally deemed to he a finectlre, for fo awful a 
charge, as I ha\'e now undertaken, the care of fo very 
large and populous a parifll. !vIay the fervor, with 
which, that intention was formed, be equalled by the 
zeal, with which, it illoulcl be carried into execution! 

Gratituue forbids me to conclude this addrc(~, with­
out fcizing this opportunity of publickly acknowledging, 
and fincercly thanking, you Sir, the Deputy Mayor~~;­
and every other member of the corporation, for the 
favours, which, it being in the power of the corpora­
tion alone to confer upon the mini!ler of the pari(h, 
they ha've {overy liberally beftowed upon me. To you, 
Sir, give me leave to add likewile, my more pal ticular 
thanks, for the additional value Ramped upon thofc:~ 

favours, by the "ery polite and obliging manner, ill 
which, the information of them, has been always communi­
cated by you. If any can, fuch favours certainly are, 
a frill farther call upon me for an attention to my 

duty, 

.:{. William Fjjlzer, Ef11. wbo [en'cd thl! office of :Mayor Ian year, a 

,Fcond tillie, with th,~ uni -;cd'"t approbation of his town[11lcl1. 

, 

• 
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duty, and an additional motive for the performance' of 
it; as, that attention and that performance, are likc-

"~i}Vife, the bell recompence, which it is in my pov~-er to 
make for fuch obligations. May the difcharge of my 
office be fuch, as {hall moll conduce to the mutual 
comfort and fatisfaRion of both panor and flock here, 
and to their eternal felicity hereafter! This is the heart-

• 

felt willi, and fervent prayer of their mon affeaionatc 
mininer. 

Believe me to be, Sir, with great c!leem and 
n:~gard, 

Your 111.0(1 obliged, 

. 

And mon faithfu 1 

Humble Scn"ant . 
• 

S A 1\1 U E 1. COO P f. R . 

• 

• 

• 

• 
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• 
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JOB, Chapter 
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~ n. Vcrre ••• 
XXI11. 

l 
., 
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• J I r L :.1; 11 l~: E x L :\ R G F T H T II E 

/\1\0 DESTROYF,TII 

N 1\ T I 0 ~ S. AND , 

s r R 1\ 1 T E ~, F, T I I 'J' 'I" 'l Ii •. , ,\C.\l~. 

HOE V E R acknowledges a. f1rfl enure, or a God, 
who created the 'world, muO, would he be con­

f.iHent \vith Limrdf~ nccdTarily admit with tIle author 
of tIle bock of Job, his providence in the adminifiration 
'of it. For can anyone maintain, that the fame almigh-

- ·ty Fiat ,,·hich ilrfl: f"pake the world into exifience, can­
;not as readily annihilate it; or that the fame power which 
macie, cannot as eailly dellroy? As nothing therefore, 
could at firft rife into being without the will of God, 
or of a creator, nothing C<.!l1 continue in it, or ccafe to 
be, 'without his permillion or providence. 

There are fome indeed, who when preITcd with diffi­
culties, which tl;t~ irnLccility of their minds are unable 
to encounter, would wiilingly fnelter themfelves under a 
diilinElion, l.H:'l\vCcn the WILL of God, and his PERl\-IlS­

~lON. But as it. is evident to the thoughtful enquirer, 
tklt God Gin pnmit notlling; hut what his v;ifclom forc--:\ iUlv 
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• 

• 

( 2 ) 

faw, and his power could haye prevented; nothing call 
happen on earth, which makes not a part of thc COllll­

fels of heaven. We may therefore be aHiued, that what­
ever God permits, ,vill ul!.imatc(y, by fome means con­
tribute to the greatefl good the whole ryficm of created 
natures was capable of receiving. Morally evil there­
fore as fome aEtions arc in the immediate agents, yet 
when they arc traced up to thcir fidl caufes~ and [ollm..-­
cd down to their latcfl: cReEts. whatever cOInliE1ion thc\' 

• -
may alford us of the wcakne[c;, ignorance, and 'wickc<!-
ne[') of man, they v .. 'ill finally evince the pov'o'er, wifdom, 
and goodne[c; of God. They will all be found, to be only 

• 

links in one infinite chain, which is fafiened to the thronG 
of God, and which is upheld by the hand of his provi­
dence. A chain, which connetls together, in fuch a man­
ner, the feveral affociations of mankind in various nations, 
and even each feparate and diflinB: individual, as to 
maintain the common happinefs of one vaH exten{i\'c 
whole; and at the fame time, to fecure the greaten. 
poflible good of evcry the leafi and milllltefi part. 

Fully to trace this doarin~ through all its branches, 
to diffipate all the clouds of prejudice raired about it 
by [coffers, to clear away every filament of fophifiry 
woven around it by infidels, would indeed }'equire a 
treatifc, rather than a fermon. It would lead to a dif­
cuilion not only too prolix for the prefent opportunity, 
but alfo too remote from the prefent occaGon. But, as 
fuch a difquiiition, is at this time impoflible, fo likcwife 

• 

I 
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I flatter myfelf, that it is in this place unneceHary. I 

• 

tfuH, that your chrifiian humility will at all times repel 
the arrogance of profane mockery*, and your chrifiiall 
piety {ccurc you from the fnares of a {ubtle fcepticifm*. 

There is hO",\Tcver, one part of this fubjeE1:, which 
may be treated perhaps without too much intrufion on 
your tirne, and certainly with very much pertinence to 
the occaGon. I mean an Examination, and Refutation of 
fame l\'1iflakcs concerning the Do8:rinc of a Providence!p 
which are entertained by fome believers themfelves. By 
men \ ... ho are therefore entitled to our refpe8: for their 
piety, though they cannot win our arrent to their opi-

• r11ons. 

The firil. error I Hmll mention, is one, which teems to be 
yery generally adopted, and is the fuppofition, that the 
notion of a providence mufi neceffarily imply the fuper­
natural or miraculous agency of God, {epa rate and diflina 
from his ufual, and ordinary adminiflration. By the latter, 
they feem to think, that he only takes care of the gene-
1"al welfare; and it is by the former alone, they imagine, 
that he can provide for the fecurity and happinefs of 
each £ndividual. Hence it is common, to hear of a 
difiin8:ion between the ORDINARY and EXTRAORDINAR"~ 
PROVIDENCE of God, and between his GENERAL and 
PArt TIe U LAR Providence • 
• 

l\10H. 

* * Voltaire and HUllle are here more parlicularly alluded Ill • 

• 

• 



o 

( 4 ) 

l'IIoH: true it is indeed, that there have been fome oc­
cafions, upon which God has departed from his ufual 
mode of adminillration, and, by mighty figns and wonders" 
contrary to the ufual train and courfe of events, con­
vinced the moll hardened heart, "tlult lze 1'uled over alL". 
To the Hebrew nation, for infiance, almon: all his dif=­
penfations were of this kind. But by what other means 
lefs extraordinary and unufual, could they ha"e been 
convinced of God's exifience, power, protcaion, and 
providence, when they had forgotten the former reve­
lations he had made of himielf; and from the things 
feen in the creation of the world, and in the ordinary 
and ufual feries of caufes and effeO:s, tluy unde?jlood not 
his eternal power and god/uad P So lil\cwife, when God 
in his good time vouchfafed to bring life and iutl7Zorta­
li~y to ligltt, wohich maon had before in vain looked for 
in the cloudy horizon of human fcience; hc again thought 
proper to work mighty figns and wonders, plainly bc­
caufe, the authority of the teacher, could alone impart 
a conviElion of the truth of the doElrine. The[e "\-\-'cre 
great and uncommon occafions, and evidently required 
thercfore extraordinary and miraculous interpofitions. But 
have we reafon to expect the fame mode of divine ad­
minifiration, ,\\7here there is not the fame ncceffity in 
human affairs? 

It rnuft indeed be acknowkdgcd, that even in the com-
o 

mon occurrences of human life, there are [orne events befall 
us, which are feerningly fa unconneEled with any prior 
caufes, 0 {o furprifing; if not altogether fingular, fo 

wonderful; 
• 

o 
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wonderful; if not abrolutelv miraculous, that it is rome-
• 

times difficult to difcern the marks of difcrimination, 
and they are aIlowed by almofl. everyone, to be fuch 
{hiking demonUrations of the operations of a divine 
providence.. that for the moment at leaa, they roufe 
the mon carders, and appall the moil abandoned. 

To enumerate infiances either in refpeB: to nations, 
or individuals, would be an endle['i tanc The day would 
clole in darkne[<;, hefore anyone verred in the hifiory 
of mankind, could relate an hundredth part of what his 
memory would ruppl)'. "Vho even of us, could glance 
back an eye on the events of his own life, and not re­
coHea various in fiances of the utmofl: importance to 
his happinefs, which neither his own power, nor wir­
dom, nor the power nor wifdom of thore moil interefied 
in his welfare could have commanded.. nor even have 
contrived; but which befell him, not only beyond all 
his hopes, but even contrary to all his expeB:ations. All 
fuch events, the pious but hafiy zealot i7?Jlantly pronounces, 
to be marks of a 17Ziraculo'lLS £nte?jJqJilion. But, by feem­
ing to confine the divine agency to thefe particular 
.events, he occafiolls in fome, a difbelief of its opera·· 
tion in the more general courfe of human affairs. Whilfi 
others, dircovering that regular,. though latent reries of 
caures and effeB:s, by which forne fingular acquifition 
or deliverance was brought about, and at the fame time, 
forgetting the ornnifcient mind which planned, and the 
almighty hand which conduB:ed it, run into the contrary 

B ('~treme~ 

• 

• 
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• 

extreme, and they deny altogether the agency of GO(rS 
partic'llla'r providence, and every 'Iniraculo'lls interpofition. 
lVIuch is it to be lamented, when zeal in a good caufe 
is without knowledge: When the credulity of fome 
does but generate infidelity in others, and when an ex­
ceffive blaze of devotion kindles only the flame of im.,. 

• pIety. 

The mifiake of believers, feerns in this cafe, to be 
grounded upon two opinions, though almofi oppofite; 
yet, both equally falfe. The one, that infinite power 
is able to work contradiEl:ions. The other, that forne 
things which do not imply a contradiElion, are yet dif­
ficult, or impofIibIe to infinite power. For, to fuppofe 
fuch events, as have been .iufi alluded to, to be mira­
culous, is, to fuppofe a courfe of nature to exift. But 
at the fame time to maintain, that fo many events oc­
cur, which are not parts of a courfe of nature" is to 
nnnihilate it. Again, though fome things are called eafy, 
and fame difficult, in relation to different degrees of 
finite power; yet it is abfurd to fuppofe thofe terms ap­
plicable to infinite power; to which, all things muft be 
equally pollible. Infinite Power is therefore without. 
doubt, as equal to the tall" of adjufiing every event to 
the, defi@1s of in£nite goodnefs, by his arrangements 
at FIRST; as, by his interpofition AFTERWARDS. The 
{arne wifdom which foreknows, and the fame power 
which produces all things, could evidently, as well ad­
jufi every event to every man's fQrefeen future difpofition .• 
• 

• as 

• 
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as to his known prefent one. The fame reward, may as 
well be provided in a regular cou rfe of things, for that 
piety and devotion which is yet to come; and the fame 
punifhment, for that impiety and blafphemy, which is 
not yet uttered; as if, the one, had now called forth 
the admiration of the world; and the other had excited 
its abhorrence. To vindicate then the d08rine of a 
providence, which regulates the affairs of every nation, 
and every individual, there is no neceffity to call in, or 
to fuppofe, the affiftance of prodigies and miracles. Every 
circumfiance, may have its appointed place in a REGU­

I,i\R COURSE 0 F THINGS, which is required to raife 
the individual to happinefs, or deprefs him in mifery; 
which is neceffary to " ino"cafe nations, and to difl'rllJl 
" them, to enla?"ge them, a.nd to flraiten them again". 
Should the well known quefiions be a!ked us, whether ac­
cording to this notion of a providence, LEtna will for­
get her thunders or recall her fires, fhould a rage requefi 
it? Will the gravitation of {orne old temple nodding 
to its fall ceafe, if one man go by, and referve its hang~ 
ing wall for another*? 'Ve may anfwer without pre-

* Shall burning .iEtna. if a fage requires, 
:Forget to thunder, and 'rec.tll her fires? 
Oil air or rca new motions be impreft, 
Oh blamelefs Bethel! to relieve thy breafl:? 

/'Vhcm the loofe mountain trembles from on high, 
Shall gravitation r:eafe if you go by? 
Or fome old temple, nodding to its fall, 

. For Chartres' head re[crve the hanging wall:' 

fumption, " 

• • 

F:!fd'j on Mall. 
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lumption, that God may have fOCollcatcnated et"ent5, ' 
that without any infringement upon the will, or even 
any influence whatever upon the mind, the fage who 
thus requefis, !hall on account of {orne other prefent 
occupation, not willi to explore the mountain, whiIIl: it 
pours forth its fires; and that one particular man, from 
fome exercife of benevolence, fome engagement of bu­
finefs, or fome perfuit of pleafure, {hall not go by,­
and that from fome one or other of thefe motives,. ano­
ther !haIl, go by at that moment when the wall !hall 
ceafe to be fupported, by the laws of gravit,:tion. So 
likewife, though we grant, that God will not impreG new 
motions on air or fea; yet, he may have fo propOl,tioned 
the effeas of every wind that Llows, and every wave that 
rolls, to the refources, time, place, materials, build­
ers, and other circum fiances refpeRing different fhips,­
that one {hip, may be faved from that fiorm, which at 
the fame moment wrecks another . 

Let us not therefore imagine, that God's rv(~ys are like 
man's 'Zuays ,. and hecaufe, human legillatures can by 
GENERAL LAWS, provide only for the GENERAL HAP­

PINESS, that God's plans, want amendment or interpo­
fition, for the benefit of INDIVIDUALS. But, convinced, 
that every blefling which we enjoy, and every misfor­
tune which we deplore, whether as infuJated individuals, 
or as members of a flate, mufl befall us by the will of 
God; let us neither be rafh to determine, nor anxious to 
enquiTe, whether the.y be brought about by his ordinary, 

or 

• 

• 
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or extraordinary agency. Thes ChalI we fafely fleer be­
t'ween the pertinacity of bigots, and the fcepticifm of 
infidels. For whichfoever be the caule, the fame gra­
titude and love, the fame trufl: and dependence are 
equally due; the fame hope of 11is favour, and the 
fame dread of his difpleafilfe will equally arife; the fame 
reward ",.iIl as f"llrc1y a'\Nait virtue, and the fame pu­
l1ifhment will as certainly attend vicco * -

c Another 
• 

;, Thofc, who are com"crEIl1L with dil(Iuifitions upon this fubjca, will 
immediately pcrceiyc, that there is a rcfcmblancc between the account 
hcre Ilated of thc operations of providence, and that given by the amiable, 
excellent, antI rational "V01laOon, in his R(~/igioll l!l Nature delineated. 
The Author for his part readily acknowledges, that he has no doubt, but 
that Ivlr. "VoIlallon's fcntimellts lcd him to his own. But it appears very 
wonderful, that at the vel'Y timc, NIt". "Vollanon was attempting to account 
for the operations of providence without any infringement upon free will, 
(as it is commonly called) or rather, (as it ought to be called) the power 
of chuling, tllat his own fchemc, which was meant to obviate fuch an ob­
j('dion, was liable to the fame; 'which indeed, he himfelf feems to have 
perceiyctl. And, what is more wout!crful nill, that, when he intended by 
bis fcherne to account for the operations of pl'ovidence without the in­
ter\'ention of miracles, that his own plan ilfclf, prefuppo[es them; which 
,,·ilh all his fagacity he did not fecm to difcern. But, thefe pofitions will 
Ill' cyiclent, upon a concife vicw of the PROPOSITION he MEANS to prove, 

.lIlt! the ... lETHOD he TAKES to prove it • 
• 

" l'vlay we expea z"lIRACLES, (fay he) or can there be a .particular pro­
.. vidence, a providence that fuils the SEVERAL CASES and prayers of in­
.. ,Ii\'icluals, without a continual l~EPETITION and force l'REQUENTLY 

" committed upon the LAWS O~· NATUHE, and the l,'REEDOM of IN-

" l'j:;LLIGENT 

• 

• 

-
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Another error, which feerns very generally to miIle~d 
believers in their notions of a providence, is the fuppo­

fition, 

IS TELLIGENT Agents? For my part, (continnes he) I think there may." 
-This therefore, is the PROI' 0 SIT I 0:-; he illllllc(liately proceeds tn prove. 

As a MEAN to this, he.li~fl evinces the pre1"cience of Gnd. SI'ollld{r. He lho\\'s, 
, 

.. that it is not 1l\ll'OSSIBLl': that filch laws of natllre, and filch a krie~ 

.. of callfes and elfeCls ma\, he ORICI"';,\!.!.Y de(ipncd, that lIot only CTC:-
II ~ I • ...., 

'I neral prO\'ifions may be mclde for the feveral fpccics of bciJlg~. hilt CHi1 

.. PARTICULAR cafes, at leaf! ll,L\.l-:Y OF TIIE:'-I may alfo be prcn'idcc! for 

.. without Il-:NOV.\TIONS or AI_TEIL\TIO!\S in the coud"c of 11atnre," 

Tlzirdly. He proves, " that it is not 1;\11'055111 I.E, that mcn, whofe IJa­

.. tures and aClions are foreknown, may be intro(luccd into the world ill 

.. fuch TIMJ-:S, PLACES, and other CIRCUMSTANCES, as that their at!s 
,~ and behaviour may not only coincide with thc C IDlE It.\ 1. ptlll of t hil1~s, 

~! but alfo anfwcl' MANY PRIVATE cafes too." To/nt/th-. Hc Ihows,"" thilt 
-' 

"it is not IMPOSSIBLE, that MANY things .lililabie to SEVE!L\L cafes, 
"may be brought to pafs by means of SECRE.T, and fomctimes 5UDDE:-i 

" INFLUENCES on our MINDS, or the minds of other men, whore aEts 

" may aH"e& us." Such is the fum of the proofs, which Tvlr. '\Vollafioll 

has given of the foregoing propofition. But that he himfelf was confcious, 
that it was liable to the very obje&ion relativc to thc will. he meant it 
fhould obviate, (as I have obferved abo\'c,) is evident, from his o'.\'n COIl­

ceffion. Fqr fars he, .. if anyone {houlel objeEt, that if men arc thus m"er­
" ruled in their aHiflgs, ~hen they are deprived of their liberty, &c." The 
anfwer is, !' that though man is a free agent, he may not bc free as to 
'~EVERY THI:-IG. His freedom may be RESTRAINED, and he only account­
"able for thofe aas in refpca of which he IS FlU:F.." And that he was 
not confcious, (as I obfcrvcd above,) that his fchemc invoh-ed in it an ill­

. terpofition of miracles, as milch as any other, is manifcfi from his own 

,alIertion. For fays he, "If this then be the cafe, as it fcems to he, that 
• 

~. men's minels are fl.lfccptiyc of fnch I~Sl:\U ATIO:>;S and 11liPRESSIO:\S, 

• • ... at.: 

• 



• 
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fition, that 1~ATIONAL l'ROSPERITY, is always the re­
ward of N" ATIONAL VIR TUE. An opinion, whieh flows 
from that very fruitful fouree of error; into which, every 

one 

"a~ frequently by ways unknown do affea them, and give them an incIi . 

"nation to·wards this or that, how many things lI~ay be brought 10 pars by 

"thefe means without F I x I ~ G or REI' 1 X 1:-< G the laws of nature: any , 
" more than they ,lie unfixt, when om:: man aitcrs the opinion of another 

"by throwing a book proper for the purpofe in his way?" 

But furelr, ideas fur.cced each other in tbe minel, l·y as regdar laws 
(though more latent) as bodies appear and difappear ill the lIuiverie: and 
the operations of mind upon thorc ideas ;.:rc as much regulated (though it 
is Ic(~ caCily difc()\·erctl) as the motions of };oclics on each other. For 

otherwire, how could there he fuch a SCIEKCE as MIKD, or fuch an ART 

as LOG IC. Any new imprefiioIlS, or innucnc('s therefore, which are not 
according to thore laws, are as muc It ;\11 It AC L ES, as the rufpenfion of 
the ufual laws of motion, or an imprdIion of new forces upon bodies. 

But certain I)', to give fecurity and h<lrpiner.~, or their contraries, to na­
tions or indi,·idnals, by dirpofing and acljufi.ing of EVEl\:TS ALONE in 
fnch a manner, that the one /hall be procured, and the other avoided in a 
TI!,!]lllar ./eries qf tUilal fal!/es and ':./fr.Bs; and, as I haye fuppofed, wit/tout 
allY controul likewye on Ihe (,.lc/'cy~ 01 men's powers or any miraculous in-

.fluences on their minds, is as poHible for inf-inite power 10 effea, as the 

oppofite fuppofition, which is Mr. IVollqjl.on's hypothefis. My explication 
of the operations of providence, can alonc folve the wife man's feeming 
paradox, but real and moIl comfortable truth; that thoug/t a MAN'S HEART, 

DEVISETH his WAY, yet, it is the LORD, who DIRECTETH his STEPS. 

Long as this note alrea:!}' is, I cannot however conclude it, without 
noticing a yery remarkable circumfiance; that Mr. W ollaIlon in a t.reatifc 
on natural religion, and whore filcnee in refpca to revealed, has tlcen often 
confirued into difbclicf,--has, without intending it, affi>rded a mon R A· 

• 

TlOKAL 

• 

• 
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one m'llji fall, who quits EXPERIENCE, the only fure 
guide to faa; and flies to ARGUMENT, which is not 
fitted to difcover it. Experience forces them indeed to 
admit, that profperity is by no means the conHant re­
ward, nor Cure prooL: of the -virtue of INDIVIDUALS. 

But they maintain, it muft be fo, in refpeEt to NATIONS; 

-becaufe, though this difpenfation of things may be 
reaified to the individual in a future Hate, vet to a .-

nation, there can be no fuch future rcnaratioll; and • 
therefore, fuch an order of things, would be i~Teconcile-
able with the goodnefs of God. But let thde men, , .. ~ho 
are thus involved in a labyrinth of ,,:ords, which they 
ufe not as }iy;nJ but as .fi.t!jhtutcs for ideas, tell llS,­

how the profperity of a NATION1\L BODY, can be 1e­
parated from the prorperity, of its ME1'oIBERS? Does 
the word, naLion, denote any thing but a cotlcC7ion of 
individuals united under the fame government, or ruled 
by the fame laws? Can then the nation be profperous~ 
and the indivicluals who compofe the nation, not be 
fo? And if a future flate can recompence to every vir­
tuous individual, the misfortunes in ,vhich he is im­
merged, from other fources, can it not as carll)' com­
penfate thore in which he is overwhelmed in common 
with all the other members of a community? And if 

are· 

nON AL account of that fupernatural agency of the divill\:! fpirit upon the 

human mind, for religious purpo[es, which is called, D [V [N E G R AC l:", ; 

bat which is diibclic\'cd by fome chrifiians, bcca:,.[e it anpc<lr:; to thcw 
, . . 

(1( It AT10~ AL. 
'J 

, 

• 

, 

, 
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a recompence be given to EACH 

then, reparation be made to the 

D 

, 
.' 

INDIVIDUAL, will not 
WHOLE NATION?t 

The 

, 

+ There are many readers, who, npon the urfi perufal of thc quefiion, 
-" whether a nation can be profperous, when the individuals who compare 
"it, arc not?" "."ill, I darc to fay, with much poffitivenefs declare, that 
it nmfi without doubt, be anfwered in the qffirmalive. If howe,"cr, they 
will but give themfelves the troublc of thinking. they will, after an accunte 
innfiigation of the qlleflion, difcoyer, that their dogmatifm and their er­
Tor, arofe, from a confufion of ideas, or abure of woreIs. A [ource of 
error, which e,"en the greater part of the mofi celebrated writers in 
I.OGle and I\mTAPHYSlt::S, whore, more peculiar province it is, to prolea 
others from falling into it, have marc augmented by their own praElicc, than di­
minifhed by their cantions. Thc fcience of POLITICKS Jikcwifc, fcems to be a 
region, in which this [ource of error ycry much abollnds. Nay indced, the ,oery 
word, l'OLICY; 'which ollgltl to denote, either the .le/gaci!)1 which fecures a na­
tion from external interruption, and the wijaolJl. which provides for the internal 
peace and happinefs of a fiate, or at lcafi, the regulatioTLS, which that fagacity 
and that wifdom adopt for thofe ends, now [carcely ever denotes with any par­
ty, any thing more, than craft and its intrigues, or cunning and it~ 

equi\"ocation:;. So likcwife, when the PROSPER ITY of the nation is men· 
tioned, infiead of that word being tlfed to lignify as it ollght, .if it relate to 

external polic)" the nation's means of fecnrity againfi the pride, envy, ambitioll, 
and injufiice of [urrounding nations; it will be found only to imply at 
bell, a mere extent of territory, or even perhaps, nothing 1110re than fome 
brilliant \"iamil's, which do llot fo milch as conduce even to the acquifi­

tion of territory; but which only fcrve to· crca hloody trophies, to the 
glory of a prince, by which, the people are impoverifhed, and the country 
is depopulated. If the word, " PROSPERITY," refer to internal policy, it is 
not then applied as it ought, to denote the wealth. power or fame, of thc! 
majority of ellery rank, order, or clafs in the fiatc; but by the profperity 
of the nation is meant only! the interefi of fame oue rank, or c1a[~ of the 
p('ople, in op,btfition to that of the "11; or, the aC'luiution of fame tl"i vial 

Icmporilry 

• 
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The darknefs however, in which 
in~olves there pious, though millaken 
, 

, 

tl1e cloud of words 
men. is not bounded 

• 

temporary advantage to tlIe r:/I, obtained, b)" yiolating the rights of fame:: 
one order, and totally defiroying its pri"ate happine[~, and its public ufe. 

Whoever, will keep in his mind, thc tmc definitions of the word:; jllfr, 

mentioned, when he takes lip any of the 11l1111el"OlIS political pamphlets, 
(as ther arc called) which' are continually fwarming from the pre(;, he will 

be afloniOlcd at the fophifms, by which the writers arc cither decci,'cci 

themfch'es, or by which they mean to deceive others. He will lind, 

fchemes propofed by merchants, which for the fake of fame partial and 

temporary advantage, would, if a(lopted, bc the rui:l of trade, and of the 

'country. He will perceive, others fuggefied hy landholders, which fat" 
[orne advantage of fimilar extent and dl1\"atiol1, wOl1ld, in the encl, .render 

'the produce of 'land of no value, and occ'lfion dcfiruaion to towns and 
cities. Plans, he 'will difcover, propofed b)' every clals in the fiate, which 
<Ire only calculated to procure fome immediate benefit to their arlin order, 

hy doing an injury and injuflice to the rell; but all which pretend, not­
withllllnding, to aim at the PU BLIC GOOD. 

There is, (, N F. C I. ASS of people indeed, and much more numerous 
than the reIl:, who mnll. be excepted, out of the general obferyation juft 

:nade, of publifhing fchemes, to improve their OWIl condition, at the ex­
pence of others. I mean, the POOR. I~or, I do not recollc& any attempt, 
!o prove ROBBERY to be a PUBLIC BENEFIT, fince the <lars of lIiflll-

• (i',:ville. AilCl, amidfl the olher various abufe of words, robbc')1 noW' ge­
nr,rally denotes a crime, which can only be committed by the LOWER 

(' lalres of mankincl, againll' the II I G H 1m. For the fame injufiice, wheq. 

/,.>rjJdrated by the Iti.;glter dalles, and .I4fad by the lo'wer, is fanaifiecl by 
! :1';: cloer, converted into a i'ublic bcm:!;t, and boafied of perhaps, as a 

Froof, of 'the PROSPERITY of the NATIO:--;, 

It 
, 



, 

, 
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, 

here. They confound PROSPERITY and HAPPINESS with 
each other; though th~y are totally feparate and di~i,na. 

, 

, Profperity, 

It is impoffible for, nE:-:EvoLENCE, or even, HUMANITY, to take" 

.-iew of the prefent fiate of the IOlL'rjl clq[s, efpecially in the cOllntry, and 
com]>are it with its pafi, .. '{('it/wlIt r.rronizillJ[ at l'verv j7ore." vVhcn any 

{]......,. , J 

one confider, the nUl11ber of, ,rcfourccs ~mm want, they once enjoyed, 

which they ha,"c now Ion.; and the many allc\"iations from difirer.~ of 
, 

which they once partook, but which arc now withdrawn; (to both of which 

circlllllIlances a variety of caures ha\'e conduccd) not only his charity, but 

evcn his lo\"e fur the conllitution will be decply wounded, whell he per­
cci,'c, that the LEG (SLATU It E itfelf, too frequently diminifhcs the' POOR 

:\1 AN's fcw remaining rcfollrccs, and 'aggr:l\';\tcs his multiplied miferics. 
Their rights, who ha,'e neither ability to be thei;' 0\\,11 ad\'ocatcs, nor money 
to procure them, ought furcl)', t.o be particularly guarded by the legiOa­

ture; inflead of being lelt, as they now are, to accident for the difcovelY, 

or to private humanity for relief. It is to be fl~ared, that even every 
PEER, will not follow the example of one in this county, who fl.ops an 
application to the legifiature, which would certainly be attended with great 
private emolument to himfelf, till he can fce a probability of adjufl.ing every 

right, and giving the POOR MAN a FU!.I. F.QU IV ALENT, 'for what he 
nmv enjoys. vVhcre this is not done, it is fome comlort indeed to ihc 

1)001' man to know, that, if his cry can reach the car, either of the faith­
ful member of the largeH county in this kingdom, or the upright prefidcnt 
of the firfl court of judicature, though, PRIEST and LEVITE pars by on 

the other fide, tlley at leafi, ,have not yet to learn, .. " wllO, is their 

" neigllboll1'." 

But, if a majority of the 1e,giOatur<: determine, that the PUBLIC GOOD 

confifis in taking away henefits which have been long enjoyed by the poor, 
\VITI-IOUT ALLOW 1 N G THEM an EQU IV ALENT, and in CON FERRIN G 

-
THEIR FORMER SHARE, upon the IIIGHER ORDERS, by bellowing npoll 

THEM as an EQU IV ALEN T, ten lunes tlze value, of what tile) give up;­
then 

• 



• 

( 
• 
) 

Profperity, is indeed the fource of ,'arious pleafi.lres; 
and by happinefs, we mean only, an uninterrupted paf­
reman of pleafure. But the joys which profperity im­
parts, are only thofe which WEALTH, PO\VER, and 
I: A ME can bellow; which, neveT at any time, canflitute, 
more than a very finall part; and do not nec~ffi~ri~y 

form any part of that accumulation of pleafures, the 
SUM of which, we call HAPPINESS. But that film .. I 
may venture to affirm, is uniformly and invariably the 
portion of VIRTUE. It is individuaIIy. the ·portion of 
every member, and nationally the rortion of the whole 
aggregate body. vVhereas, on the contrary, t1lOugh pro­
fperity is frequently adminifiered by the kind hand of 
providence, as a cordial to fupport virtue in her flrug­
gles with the .follies, vices~ and calamit£es of the world, 
yet it is likewife frequently dropped into the cup of 
vice, in which, it ferments into a poifon; which either 
lethargifes the fenfes in flupidity, or exhilerates them 
into madnefs. . 

• 

Having tl1Us endeavoured to vindicate the Doarine 
of a Providence from the miftakes of fome believers, 
who without doubt mean well, though they certainly think 
ill; let us now take a fummary view of God's late dealings 
with this nation. By which, I truil, we {hall find, that 

what 

~hen indeed the doCtrine of this note will be overturned from its founda­
tion; and the expreHions, .. PROSPERITY OF THE :-IATION," and the 
" OI'PRESSION OF THE l'OOR." mull ever after be taken, ami ufcd, as 
SYNONY~10US TER~lS. 
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. what has been ruggefied and advanced as a general theory, 
is confirmed, and illufirated, by particular faEts. . 

• 

The greater part of you, my brethren, were, I ap~ 

prchend, witnelfes, and none, I conclude, who faw, can 
have forgotten, the fear, terror, and difmay which took 
poIfeilion of our hearts, and the defpair which was vifi­
hIe in every countenance at the commencement of the 
Ian war. Scarce a \o\-ind blew', which did not bring us 
nC\V'tl of a defeat; fome unfuccefsful attempt of ours,,­
or [orne conqueIl gained by our enemies. Our navy re­
treated, our places were taken from us, our armies 
were routed. ·The countries of our allies were entered; 
pillaged, plundered, and ravaged; their harvefis were 
torn up, and their cultivated fields converted into a 
de[ert~~. Their cities were laid walle, their towns were 
confumed with fire, their inhabitants were flain, fcarce 
a child hanging at the breafi could efcape; deaf wen~ 
the barbarians to the cries of infancy and the fhrieks of 
maternal afieB.ion, the fword pierced through the child 
to the breafi of the mother. There miferies we were 
forced to behold, without pCi{leffing power to allevi­
ate. Our army compleat, and in full vigour, lay down 
their arms at the feet of the invaders, and with bend-

E ed 

.. 

* Sec BelIcinc's InllruHions, and the cruelties exercifed hy the Kalmucks 

and Coffacs ill the territories of the King of Pruffia . 

• 

• 
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ed necks crouched to receive the yoke of the, COll­

querorsj~. ,\Ve were h~ld in {corn and derifion of our ene­
mies, and became a bye word amongH. all nations. Our 

• • 

ttb'de was defi.fo'j'~d, . oui"· credit 'was funk; our martial .. , 
•• • • 

fph'it· was ,ned~ . our arrii:; lay ncglctlcd; our hands hung 
n~~velefs ;' horro1-" and defpair 'wefe in Ollr fireets. '~l c 
ca.lIed atound' for fuccollr, but there ''I'as none to heIp 
llsi;e'xcept,: '0, rhame to Bll.0t1~;, ·a {('\v' mercenarr . , . 
troopsl, ,vha Were hired to guard ollr very coaHs!. An 
lhvafioh . "las threatened, and c\'cry day expeEtcd, and 
at the dawn of every morning~ it was doubted, whether 
before the' fti.n again reached the we 0:, we might not 

, ' 

nold' 'our 'laws, 'liherties, aml relirrion.at the merCY onl}~ 
• ( ~ .J 

of 'a: GallT2 clt,:I1)ot,' and of a popi!h higdt.' 
, ' , , ' 

J .! ". , 
. • I' , 

In this hopelds and defpairing Hate, what help could 
we expeCt from MAN, or what, fome ~Nill fay, could 

, 

fc1.vells, ldi':than a . . cle, from GOD? But the Lord 
. , ..' . 
by means, though extraoTd'lnCl7)', yet 1iot contra?), to 
the, cou rfe of l1ature, ',though 1.IJOnde1jul, yet not 7ni1'a­

culous, ''v·as fo far from Iltffering us utterly to perifh~ 
that he again gave us wifdom in counfeI, and firength 
in the day of battle'~: -he taug:ht our hands to war, anq 

• 

our arms to break even a bo"w of freel. OUl" hopes re-
vived, our breafrs once more glowed with martial fire, 

-·our 

, 

, . 
+ 'fhe convention of Cl<.>flcr Severn. 

, . 
+ Tht' Hcflians <111<1 Hal1liovcnans. 
~ 

• 
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- OUf armies were led forth to conquefl:, and we fub­
clued our enemies under us. Our credit rofe. OUf trade 
revh-ed. The feas were covered with our Hlips. , Each 
quarter of the globe re-echoed to the thunder. of the 
Britiill navy, and trembled under the Choke of the Britilh 
arm. Our enemies were in their turn difmayed; fear 

• • 

came upon them,' and an horrible dread overwhelmed 
them. Their armies fled before us, their fortreHes fur­
rendered at our .command, or were abandoned at our 
approach. Their own country 'was feyeral times in­
vaded, we fcarcely marched any where, but yiaory 

.' . 
led our van, and rout and fiaughter followed ill t.he 
rear. In the wea our navies rode t.riumphant; in the 
eafl we depored kings and fet them up; commerce 
poured her richefl treafures into our lap; each region 
of the earth fubmitted to our dominion; people of every 
nation were proud to become our fubjeEls: ""e might 
even fay, that, roe had t/~e ileailzen given 'U,> fin" OUT in­
heritance, and tlu 2lttennqJl paTts if the em'tI" Jor Q'llY 

po.ffijJi on. 

Though the haughty Spaniard, had ha~d joined in 
hand with the perfidious Gaul, when the latter feemed 
to be fuing onl y for peace, \ve rejcEled the infidiol1s 

• 

offer, we prepared to oppofe the' union without die:-
may, we triumphed over both ;' and the number and 
Hrength of our enemies, only increafed the lufire of our 
viElories. Contrary' to the laws of nations,- contrary to 
the f~lith of treaties, the Spaniard entered the territorif's 

of 
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of his and our faithful al1y·*~ . ravaged and lay walle 
his country~ and in the pri~e of his heart and firit 
flufh of fuccefs~ where there was no one to refifi, boafi­
ed, that he would drag the fovereign from his throne, 
-expel him from his own dominions, and 'with the iron 
rod of conquefl: and opprdlion~ make his kingdom~ a 
province, to the dominions of Spain. God, was how­
ever pleafed, to make us the infiruments of his protec­
tion to the unrefilling wcakncfs of our allies, and of 
his punifhment to the haughty views of our enemies. 
"Vhilfi, they were med.itating nothing, but glory and 
conqueR, they met with nothing, but defeat and dif-

, 

grace. Their fllips laden with the treafures of the In-
dies were captured, and even their firongefl: hold~ whieh 
contained the key to all their treafures~ though defend­
ed by valour, fortified by nature, and deemed impreg­
nable by art, could not withfiand the force of Britifh 

• 

courage and condua. They were unable to affi{l theil' 
allies, or even to defend themfelves. But being become 
the ridicule of enemies, and the jefl:. even of their friends, 
they were glad to hide their weaknef." in obfcurity, and 
(helter themfelves from f!-uther infamy under the downy 
'Wings of Peace. Peace was granted them, a peace, which 
whether oppored only by felf-interefl:, or really inade­
quate to our vail fuccefs, was however fuch 'an one, . 
as promifed fecurity to our conquefrs, nability to our 
·commerce, and permanency to our glory. 

Under 

'* The dominiLln~ of the king of Pnrtlll;<!J. 

, 

• 

, 
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Under fuch circumHances, well might we think our­
[elves highly favoured by God, and that providence 
had gr~at dcfigns in view for us.. That he intended to 
bdlow laRing happinef.'i upon this nation, and to mak~ 
it the meallS of imparting extenfive and durable bleffings 

• 

to the world. \Ve could fcarcely forbear perhaps to 
think, that it was JOT OU?' orvn TighteO'lifntif.;', we were 
thus become, as it were, the chofen people of God ;..,....­
I.hat our profperity was the reward of our pail, and the 
harbinger of our future virtue. vVe thought perhaps,,­
that God gave v s fo many countries, in which brutal 
ferocity and favage cruelty had before reigned almon 
wlthout controul, becauie, under our dominion, arts 
and fcienccs, religion and liberty, would there fix in 
future, their habitations; becaufe, the lands would be 
cultivated, and the natives civilized; becaufe, we fhould 
conquer only to humanize, ' and where-ever we found a 
favage, we {houle! leave a chrifiian. We thought· .per­
haps, that our enemies on the contrary, were not fuf­
fured to prevail,. becaufe, THEY would have triumphed 
only to plunder, and fubdued only to tyrannile; be­
caufe, they would have wielded the fcourge of fuperfii­
tion, and rivetted the chains of {lavery. 

But far, very far, were we fro~ exploring the real 
defigns of God. Far, very far, were we from for~­
feein.g, "that when we had effeEtually fecured our bre­
thren in America from the inroads of the ruthlefs ravage, 
and the attempts of the ambitious chrifiian, ,that the 

F bloody 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 
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bloody flags of civil war would foon be unfurled on 
their coaUs, and that the fwords of brothers and of 

• 

. friends would ere long be pointed at each other's breafis. 
, 

By . ~o means did 'we imagine, that the very country 
which poured in thefullefl: tide of our profperity, would 
be the moR fruitful fource of our misfortunes, and that 
when God had feemed to fet us upon a rock which 
fhould never he moved, he meant only, that th.e If!/lJl 
looR.) q/ man iI/auld be /7,umbLed, and that tile IUl'ligf~Li­

ntjS q/ men jllOUtd be bowed down; that he defigned 
• 

only to render thofe poffeffions our feverefi fcourge, 
which had been our highefl boaa; .. ' that country the 
fcene of our di(grace, which had been the theatre of 
our 'glory;, and the rapidity and extent of our fuccc1fes, 
oIlly the fpeedieIl, and furea means of utter ruin and 
• • • • 

rleRruBion. . . 
• 

• •• • • 

"Tho[oeyer thou ail'; whether nation or individual, that 
once 'va~ritedfl: thyfelf of thy profperity, read the hifiory 
of, Prov.icience 'and . ·t~em·ble. . ~o.ol{ up with awe to the 
ch~dliferrienis of' ;his lmnd, and: cilll t!Zine orv';1, rUt~)'s to 
rerne17zbra'1'l.ce! F or of this be afTured, that though PRO.;. 

S PER lTY is frequently' not the REWA RD, but only the 
TRIAL of VIRTUE, that ADVERSITY however, is always 
intended 'tobe thc'CC)'1tRECTOR or SCOURGE of VICE. 

'\;\T~en it ·.app·roache~ us with its milclefl: countenance, it. 
comes only as a 'llZOn7~tOT to warn us of our danger; but 
if it be then unheeded. it loon aITumcs its feverefi form. . - .. . 
;md nrfhes unon us, as' the {l.1.'cnrrn· of our crimes. 

£' L' 

• 
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As then, we are now met in the mon. [olemn man-
• 

ner to humble ourfelves under the correBive hand of 
God, and to deprecate his anger by fafring and prayer;­
Jet it be our hearty endeavour, to make it fltc/~ a faft, 
" as Goel has c!u!ftn." Let not the different .parties in 
the flate, any longer continue, each to boan. ideIf of its 
own righteoufnef.c;, ·with pharifaical pride to be thank­
ful, that £t is not as the other is, and each fuHy fatis­
f'icd '\\.'ith itfdf~ accuie the other of being the S OLF. caufe 

• 

of all our calamities. If they believe, that there is a 
righteous Providence who governs nations and indi-

\'iduals, they will furrea, that the root of the evil lies 
much deeper, and [pi-eads much ""ider. If either they· 

• • 

examirie more clordy, they' will difcern, or if tlley become 
• 

more candid, they will acknowledge, that they neither 
of them feel that fervor of PUBLIC SPIRIT, which their 

• 

outward profeffions declare, nor that glow of PRIVATE 

BEN E VOLENCE which the fiJlendor of num~erous charities 
, . . 

feems' to indicate. Inlleadof' examining, and cenfuring 
o·n{"J.' thrlje, whom, each' fuppoies to he' immediately the 
weak or guiity authors of our diHref.'), let each of us 
narrowly infpeB, and amend our own condua. For 
however weak or wicked olhers may really be, yet \\-c 

may be a iEn-ed , that neither their weaknefs nor wick-
• 

edncf.') could have hurt 'Us, if our own crimes had not 
-

lirfl: defef'\:ed punifhment. Let us with caution condemn 
others, but with rigour judge ourfelves. Let each man 
look into his own heart, and each will fee there fuffi­
cient frailties and vices to jufiif)., God's havieH: chaflife-

ment:i. -
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ments, and to convince him, that Providence in the midH: 
of judgment~ "has 'remc11zbered mercy." For where is t.he 
individual in private life, who can l~ly, I HAYE NO SIN. 

Or where is that party or denomination of men in pub­
lic bufinefs, which can truly boaU of that PER l' EC T 

CONSISTENCY Ol? CONDUCT, which has in NO INSTANCE 

whateve'r tended to bring on this prdent awful crifis, 
feemingly big, with the moil dreadful catafirophe. 

Let us upon this, and upon all other occafions, . 
where Providence makes HUMAN AGENTS the infiruments 
of our punif1upent, be more folicitous in tracing GOD'S 

INTENTION in the CHASTISEMENT, than MAN'S SHARE 

in the INFLICTION. Would we but adopt this princi­
ple of condua, an habitual piety towards God would 
loon propitiate his anger, and fecure to us his favour. 
Thore malignant paoiEons towards men, from whence 
only " cmne wars and fightings amongJl us," would die 
away; and chrifiian love and charity, w~uld filed abroad 
upon our hearts, THAT PEACE, which, was the Ian, 
beft gift of Jefus Chrift on earth, to every true dirciple. -
TUAT PEACE, which," tILe world cannot give;" but 
<,V'ithout which, PROSPERITY, is, but a CURSE, and 'widl 

• 
A D V E. R SIT Y, IS. even a n L E S SIN G. 
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Lately ''{lIC7-e jmblijlu:d, 

By T H.E AUT H 0 R 0 F T HIS DIS C 0 U R S .E, 

Two SERMONS preached before the Uiliverfity of Cambridge • 

.I. The Power of Chriflianity over the malignant Pal1ions a{ferted; the 
• 

real Caufes of Perfecutions amongft Chriftians are pointed out, and 
the true Qrollnds of mutual Forbearance in religious Opinions ex­

plained. Preached Nov. 3d, 1776. 

II. The Neceffity and Truth of the Three Principal Revelations demon­

flrated from the Gradations of Science, and the Progre(~ of the 

mental Faculties. Preacht~d on Commencement Sunday, June 29, 1777. 

And alfo .foT1nedy "llJe?"c publ!J1lCd, 
THE }' 0 L L 0 'v I N G \V 0 R K S, 

Moil of which, (if not all) have been for fome Time 
OUT 0 F P R INT. 

r. Definitions and Axioms rclatiyc to Charitv, , 
• 

and the Poor's La,,-s. In which, Houfcs of 
commended to the Attention of the Public. 

Charitable Infiitutions, 

Indufiry were Erft re" 

II. A Letter to the Bifhop of Gloucefier, in which his Lordfhip's Divill~ 

is defended, both f!"Om the Mifapprehenfions of his Lordfhip's 
and rvlifrepref'cntations of his Encmies. 

• Legation 
Friends, 

HI. Explanations of difficult Texts of Scripture, in four Differtations; lit 
On eternal Punifhments. undo On Chrifl's cnrfing the Fig-Tree. 3d. 

If:--
On Mi!l:ranOations. 4th. On Chrift ~ Temptation; in which the 

Notions of a Vifion and the perfonal Appearance of Satan are refuted. 

IV. A filII Refutation of the Reafol1s advanced in Defence of the Petition 

for the Abolition of Suhfcription to the Articles and Liturgy. By no 
Bigot to, nor againll the Church of England. 

V. A Letter to 

which the 

• 

• 

• 

the Clergy of Norfolk, upon the Abolition of Tythes. 
• 

Schemes propofed for an E'lui\·alent. are examined. 
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