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Th: violent deftroyed + And oppreffed delivered,

m’. X
EXODUS XVIL 14, 15, 16.

Asd the Loro faid unto Mofes, write this
for a mciorial in a book asd rebearfe it in
tire cars of Fojhua ; for I will put out the
rementbrance of Amalek from under beaven.

A1 Mofos Fuilt an altar, and called the name
of it JEIIOVAH-N1SSI.

For be faid, becaufc the Lorp hath fworn,
that the I.orp will bave war with Ams
al:k, from gemeration to generation.

OD is known, in a meafure, to all man.
kind, by the ijudgments which he exe-
cutceth in all the carth ; and hath direct-

ed us to remember that we magnify his
work which men behold.

And though we the off-fpring of God, and un.
der his fatherly direttion, cannot by {fcarching
find out the ALMIGHTY unto perfection ; yet by
a carcful attention to the works of creation and
providence, God’s hand in both, is clearly feen.

| but
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But our own obfervation is limited by the fhort
term of human life, and admits only cof fmall im-
provements : 1t 1s, therefore, by comparing our
own imperfelt experience, with the information
we recetve from thofe who have pailed the ftage
of ation before us, that we gain a more compre-
henfive view of Divine conduct towards mankind.
And fucceeding ages may receive additional light
in the ways of God, by a faithful teftimony of the
Lorp’s doings in our times.

We will not, therefore, hide them from our
children, but thew the generations to come, the
praifes of the Lord—his 1t;h‘engt:h and the wonder-
ful works that he hath done.

This 1s the fpecial end of our religious aflem.
bly this day.

Andnotwithftanding darkintervening clouds,we
have yet jult caufe, cordially to join in that divine
Anthem of praife :———THE LoRD REIGN/TH, LET
THE EARTH REJOICE.

But though the voice of nature and reafon is
fuflicient to render all men inexcufable, who re-
main ignorant of Divine {uperintendence ; yet it
is by the facred fcriptures, given by inipiratioa
from the I"ather of lights, that the paths of Divine
Providence are more clearly laid open before us,
and we are aflured, both of the unlimited extent,
and reftitude of God’s government.

And I thitk we may fafcly prcfume, that the
Divine condué towards the pcople of fracl, in
their various connections, fo minutely recorded, 18
dcfigned to reprefent the gencral courfe of God’s

Providence,
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Providence, in all ages of the world,  For God ig
the fame, and shangeth not.

Unlefs we admit this {uppofition, the hiftoa
rical part of the old teftamant muft appear lefs
prefitable to us for correftion and inftruction in
rightcoufnefs. But if confidered as written prin.
gipally with this view, that part of God’s holy

word may indeed, be a light to our fect and a lamp
to our path. ~

We are here taught in particular, the interpoa
fition of Divine Providence,in wars and fightings
among men, which proceed immecdiately from
their brutal lufts ; and are affured that he to whom
vengeance belongeth, has not failed, to repay the
lofles—-and iniwcent blood wantonly fhed by ag-
greffors, in thefe accurfed conflidts. Thus in the
inftance before us ;

The righteous Judge among; the nations, having
detcrmined, in his juft difpleafure, to obliterate
the name of the deftroyer of his people, enjpined
his fervant Mofes, to enter his righteous purpofe
upon their records, that it might be tran{mitted
to all fucceeding generations—as a terror to evil

doers, and fupport to the opprefled : As in our
text, which I fhall repeat,

¢¢ And the Lord faid unto Mofes, write this for
a2 memorial in 2 book, and rehearfe it in the ears

of Jofhua, for I will put out the remembrance of
Amalek from under heaven.

And Mofes built an altar, and called the namg@
of 1t JeHOVAH-Nissy,

Per
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¢ For he faid, becaufe the Lord hath {worn, that
the Lord will have war with Amalek, from gene-
ration to generation.”

Several things are obfervable in thefe words,
taken in their connection, which are applicable to
the prefent occafion ; As,

Ift. The unjuft and cruel attack,made by thc A.
malekites, upon the camp of Ifracl.

- Itisfad v. 8, Then came Amalck, 2nd fought
with Ifracl. ‘

That this war was unjuft on the part of Ama-
lek, is implied in the punifhment threatned by thie
Supreme Judgs, and 1s alfo evident from the cir-
cumftances w%xich attended it,

The Iraclites, miraculoufly declivered from
Ezyptian bondage, were now beginning their
march towards the promifed land—incumbred
with their families—-the infant—the aged, and in.
firm—their numerous flocks and herds, and fub-
ftance of cvery kind ; and fo muft be in a condi-
tion very unfit for defence, and utterly unprepar.
ed for an offenfive war.

This incumbred camp, was expofed as an eafy
rey to an armed force : and it muft be fuppofcd
that the Amalekites, madc this cryel attack with

the fordid view of plunder.

 From this infatiable luft of unrighteous gain,
Wars and fightings—defiru@tion and bloodfhed
from, the beginning, have arifen, in all ages an

- countries,
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countrics, {fo that from a paradife, this earth, and
particularly our land, 1s become a field of blood!

Amalek was not of the number of the nations,
whofe land liracl, by a divine grant, was now go-
ing to poflefs, which pr 01)1l)ly thcy might know,
from the public declarations ywade by God te his
people, from the days of Abrabam ; therefore
they could not plead their own future Ter urity 1
juftification of this horrid act of violence.

If we fhould fuppofe, this rapacious band w
invited—urged, and even conduded, by iomc
abandoned Hraelites, who - expe&ed to be fharers
in the plunder of their brethren : Alafs | the {up-
polition may be juftified, by teo many fagrang
inftances in our times, and even at ¢his day.

Tell it not in Gath!

~ But however this was, we are aflured, the war
on the part of the aggreflors, was unjuft and a dar-
ing aflront cffered to the God of the armics of
Ifracl, under whofe immediate banner, they were
peaceably marching to their promifed reft,

And it appears that this daring violence was
attended with daftardly cruelty and favage bar-
barity : Their attack was not vath martial brave
ry, in face of day ; but made by a fkulking am-
bufcade, and upon that part of thie camp le&ft Cl-
pable of defence.

Thus it 1s faid, Deut. xxv, 17,“Remember what
Amalck did unto thee by the way when yc were
co:nc forth out of E vat how he met thee by the .
wuy, and imote the hindermoft of thee, even @il

1B that
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that were feeble behind thee, when thou waft
faint and weary, and teared not God.”

It 1s not of srnertence, that we know the ort.
g ot this accurted people, whofe latter end, Las
long lince perithed, trom the carth,

The facred hiftory leads us'to fuppofc them to
be a branch of the family of Efuu, which was fe.
parated trom the ftock of the Edomites, and torm-
cd 1nto a diftinét ftate, or rather band of robbers,
under duke Amalck mentioned Gen. xxxvi. 16.
Amalek 15 there faid v. 12, to be the fon of the
concubine of kliphaz, who was Efau’s fon; and
from him probably, this devoted people derived
ther name. * But however this may be, thar
name only remains, as a monument of God’s jult
indignation againft the people who delight in war,

Which leads us to obferve from the words,

1ldly. The manifeft tokens of God’s rightcous
difplcafure, aguinft the Amalekites, for their vio-
lence offered to lrael,

¢« The rightcous Lord loveth righteoufuefs,”” and
his foul ¢“abhiorreth the bloody and deceitful man.”
¢ Vengeance is mine, 1 will repay faith the Lord.”

This was, in part,immediately executed, bythe
hand of Jofhua, and the chofen bands of Iracl,
who it is faid, ¢ difcomfited Amalek with the edge
of the fword.” Yct a day of tull recompence is
hiere threatned, when God will pour out his wrath
upon them to tac uttermoft, and blot out the re-
membrance of Amalek from under llcaven.

And

¥ See fo 1 Chren, 1, 36,
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*And we may here join with the Angel of the
waters, Rev. xvi. g, and fay, ¢ Thou art righte-
ous O Lord—becaufe Thou haft judged thus.
For they have fhed the blood of thy fervants and
thou haft given them biood to drink, for they arc
warthy.”’

For though God, who at one view comprehiends
<11 ¢vents, over-rules the finful actions of intelli-
gent beings, fo as to accomphih the wile purpofes
oi his providence and grace; yet this doth not, 1
anv degree, extenuate their guilt, nor free the fin.
nex from threatned punihment.

God, the fupreme ruler, firictly requires obedi-
cance to his laws, which are all like their Divine
Author, holy, juft, wife and good.

Sin is a tranfgreflion of the law of God ; and as,
contrary to his nature and will, Iie muft behold
all fin and finners, in that character, with the great-
~it abhorrence. And Godin no other fenfe can be
faid to permit {in, but this only ; that he doth not
by his power, interpofe, to refirain the finner from
the commifiion of it. |

Can it then, from this, be juftly inferred ? or
will any weak arrogant mortal prefume to aflert,
that a being of infinite purity, is the author or
citicicnt caufe of the fins, and cven murders, men
commit '=—GoD FORBID \—

God, the common Tather of mankind, parti-
cularly, from the Leginning, guarded the lives of
men, by an cxprefs law, cnforced with this awful
fanction—¢ Whofo fheddeth man’s blood, by man
fhall Lis bloed be fhed.”——And to ftrike the greatas

Ve
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A ‘f added, ¢ tarin the imare of God made
he, hxm |

.

6Gad thus, in the plaineft manner, exprefles his
fitter abhorrence of the unnatura crime of murder
in every mftance. War, oun the p'n't of aggrel-
forz, s d bold attempt to murder with 14111?31
agaravatwons, ¢ Nvery battl~ ot the weeitors with
coniufed noife nd garments rodca 10 Lloed.”—
Yere mon are oiten murdered by ¢! \,1.;': Jds, with-
cut dutinciion of chara ‘.atu-——».tgn.-- or {Ux.

Shall ot .ux' Nticus Cod.and tetder Tather vilit
ior thefc Lh‘!l"‘s thail not 1as {eul be av Cnged on
fuch a nauon o this ?

And Gnd tc whom veugeance belenaeth, lmth
in this cale, entrulted nun, an patt, wich the eace
cution ol 1t.

Thofe words : —< \Whoto fheddeth man’s blood,
by man fhall his blood be fhed”, are not to ke con-
fidered ds a bare pe: mn’wn but a poltive come
mand, obliginz all ta cndeavour to cut ofl thole
inhuman monit;:ra from the entdr,

This renders 1t evident, that 2 Jefenfive war 15
not only lawful, but [pectally enjomed by the
Lord of Hofts, when other means fwl o pro-
cure {courity,

It 1s then according to the prayer of Solumon,
2 Chron. vi. 34. lhat ! p ople go out to war
»wlm{t thew enemies, by the w av that God will
fend tham 1 with a view to exccute tie divine
law, in cutt m;r off men i nlo od. Aud where the
Liws of civil focicty do nen extond, the fword of

paflice,
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juftice, in the hands of men, in every other way,
1s borne 1 vain,

And thus Mofcs, in the inftance before us, di-
rc&ted Jo'hua, to ¢ choofe out men, and go fight
with Amal.x”  And in hike inftances, a curfe is
denounced arnmﬂ the man that withholdeth his
hand from fhe.i Jing blood—and even on him that
dot:: this woik ot the Lord negiigently, This
mdeeld, 15 nci to be done, in any inftance, merely
from a {pric of rev bngc, but as acting under a
divine warrant, to take away the life forfeited
into the hands of God.

Shoeking thought |—That fo many of the hu-
man race, who arc all of one blood, and amply-
providzd fur by their common parent, fhould
thus, from pallion--pride--luft of gain--and lawlefs
dominion--render themielves a curfe ta the world,
and be accurfed of God and man.

And though few comparatively, in any age,
among the moft uncultivated of mankind, havc
{o far loft all feclings of humanity, as openly
to jufity private murders ; yet frequent in-
ftances arc not want*fm, among collective bodics,
or nations profefling civiiity, and even chriftiamty,
who rrlor) 1n pubhr‘ flaughters ; and arrogantly
boatt of thcir power, to trample under feet the
lives and liberties of their fellow mortals, and
wantonly fport in their deltruction. *

But though hand join in hand, yet fuch re-
morfelefs workers of iniquity fhall not always ga
unpunithed. He that is higher than the hlghcﬂ;

of

¥ See Burgoync's letter to Tom ;—~on the deftruflion of
Charleftown,
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of men regardeth. The Lord is a man of war,
the Lord is his name. 1le breaketh the bows of
the mighty men ; and they who arc girded with
ftrength {tumble and fall. As he did Amalcis,

the God of armics will fcatter the people that

delight in war.

IMdly, We mny hﬂrc obferve 3 that Mofcs
afcribes to God the alory of their prefent deliver-
ance, and conﬁdm in the divine promite of fully
avenging thar wrongs, perpetrated by ¢ruel op-
preﬂo‘b.

It 1s herz faid, < Mofes built an altar and cailed
the name of it Jruovan.Nissi, (i.c. theLerd my
banner.) Yor he faid, becaufe the Lord batl
fworn, that the Lord will have war with Amalck
froni gencration to generation.”

Salvation 13 of thc Lord, and whoever are the
inftruments of our {aht), we muft religioudly
afenibe the glory and viGtory to the Lord of Ho”ts,
the {uicld ot our defence, and great deliverer.

Mofcs had now nothing more to fear from this
inficious foe, fince the God of armies, had cfpout-
ed their caufe : and though the great thepherd of
Ifrael dcterred the final execution of his wrath
againft thcr cnemies, for many gencrations: yet
through faith in the promife, this man of Guod,
could mvoutiv facrifice on lus altar of praife, as
feeing him who is invilible.---If God be for us,
who can be againit us ?

In his difpenfations toward public focicties,
cfpcciullv as 11 the prefent inftance---God 1s {ad
to vifit the iniquity of the fathers upon the chil-

dren,
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dren, in fucceeding gencrations : but this infers
no impeachment ot divine juitice, or veracity : as
this cxtends to thofe children only, who tread in
the wicked fteps of their forcfathers, and fo ap-
prove thewr evil deeds, and bccome partners in
their gutlt, Of this charadter was the generation
of the Jews in our Saviours day, of whon he fays,
by their own cruel murders, they juftly brought
upon themfelves the guilt and punifhment of all
the innocent blood, thed by their forefathers.

And thus frequent mention is made, in the fa-
cred hiltory, of Amalek, in following ages, as
confederate with- other nations, in their wars
againft Ifracl, which is an evidence. that at the
time of the utter deftruction of that people, they
perifhed, in their own perfonal guilt, and not proe
perly for their fathers crimes.

IVthly and Laftly, We may obferve in the words,
the diretion given by God to Mofes, to perpe~
tuate the remembrance of thefe things.

¢“ And the Lord faid unto Mofes, write this for a

mcemorial in 3 book, and reheagfe it in the cars
of Jofhua.”

Jofhua in particular as Captain of the hoft, and
even the whole congregation were fully acquaint-
ed with this tragical event, it was even imprefled
on their Liearts, in charaéters of blood!

But God requires his wonderful works, both
of mercy and judgment, to be fought out, kept in
mind, aud faithfully tranfmitted to fucceeding
generations.

Impreflions
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Impreflions made by the moft firiking cvents
arc impaired by time, unlefs renewed by repcated
reflection : And faithful records, are the only fure
conveyance of palt events to poftcrity @ hereby
the dealings of God with the fathers, arc made
known to their defcendants, after they have been
for ages filent in the duft.

~ Mofestherefore, bv divinecemmand pubiihed the
events of that important day for a memorial, both
to the prefent and after generations —Not m(uly
a5 hiftorizil £2¢éts, or for amufement, but to promote
practical godlinefs ; in the followmg initances.

Firft, This memorial would forever tend to.
excite the praite of that people to God for his
mercy to them. in that day of diftrets.

God fuffered a crucl encmy, unawares toinvade
the camp of Hrael, thus unprepared for defence ;
but yet .with an eye of tendernefs, beheld their
helpiefs flate---a-d anmimated, and fuccceded his
peopic, in repelling the violence of thewr foes ; and
though fome fell vi@dims to their rage, he rau{ul
the remainder of thoir wrath to praife his great

N AﬁA °

And this deliverance is mcluded in that fony
of praifc, uttered many ages following. Sce
Pfal. cxxiv. < if it had neot been the Lord who
was on our fide may l{racl now fay—When mcen
rofe up againit us, then had they fwallowed us vp
qmck---when their wrath was kindled agatatt us---
then the proud waves had gone over o foul—
Bleded be the Lord, who nath not given us a prey
to rhcxr teeth,””

-

\ X
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" Secordly, Again; the memory of the diﬁrcﬁg‘
of that day would tend, in all ages, to the hymj»
liation of this Ged’s covenant people.

Public calamities, though brought upon 2 pege
plc by the hands ot wicked and unreafonable
men, may always be coniidered, as divine correctis
ons for prevailing fns.

It is [2id,v. 3, the people murmured” s “Th9§
tame Amalek and fought with Ifrael.” 1§

ifracl was now called by God, to take up arms
agaielt violent men ; and, at the famg time, by
“this awzkening providence, manifeltly called to
deep humiliation for their vile ingratitude, ig
murmuring agairft Mefes,and in effect againft God.

And the fame {ucceflive civil focie'y, when they
read their fathers public diftrefles,might be affured,
that thcir ways were difpiealing to God; and
thereby receive inftruction, to walk more circumy
fpectly and bumtly befere the Lerd. -

And in this fenfc we may confitently under-~
fiand the cenfetlions of this people, frequently
made before Ged, nct enly cf their own fins, bug
alfo of the fins of their fathers, See Pfal. ¢viies-e
¢¢ We have finned with our fathers, we hive come
mitted {niquity-.-Cur fathers underftood not thy
wonders in Egypt, they remembered not the muls
titude of thy mercies”-.-¢“They fang his praife,they
foon forgat his works, &c. I '

Thirdly, Thiswritten memorial,was defigned foy
an evidence, when the deftru®ion of the Amale.
kites thould bz fully executed, that it was fﬂ;'a

C | o
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God and a juft punifhment, for the part thcy had
a&cd in this crucl war,

God, for wife reafons, was pleafed to defer the
imnal execution of this terrible threatning for near-
ly the fpace of four hundred years ; and then to
employ his m_;urc.d people in the czecution ef it.
And‘hcy might otherwife have been induced to
afcubc the victory to themfelves.

But Got, by this record, gave full information,
to all fueceeding ages, that the war was his---That
i the deftrudion of Amalek, he was making in-
quifition for blood; and that his 1ight haod and
Holy arm gave the w.c'loxy

. Though the long-fuffering of God, 15 often
fhewn towards men of tlood - vet he never for-
gets their cruclty to his p::ople. For ¢ thus faith
the Lord of hofts,”” 1Sam. xv,2. I remember that
which Amalck did to iracl, how helad wait for
him in the way, when he came up from Egypt.”

I’ourthly,'l he memorial of thisevent ;would teach
individuals the vanity of all c.uthly pxoi pects.—

Asa pmple,’ the children of Ifrad had a never
failing promife of the land of Canaan, and cach
one had raifed expectations of being, in a fhort
time, fixed in the full and quict pofleflion of their
portion of it. .

But alafs | 2 number were here, by the hand
of violence, fuddenly cut off in their paflage, and
their expectation perifhed from the carth,

And thus have we, mth the moft tender fym-
@athy, in the courle of l;hu baleful war, fcen thc
piling
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vifing hopes of particular perfons and families, in
this place, and through the land, in a momen
dettroyed. - -

Fifthly. Once more, This memcrial,would nae«
turally lead this people, in 2ll future confiits, ta
rcpofe thar truft in the Cod of the armies of
Hrael.  Paft experience of divine aid, gives cnergy
tn faith and prayer and fortitude in the day of
battle: For God is the fame, and his mercy ens
aurcth torever. |

And this{evere threatning,confirmed “by an oath,
that thelord,will have war withAmalek from genc-
ration to geneiration” manifeftsGod’s utter abhor-
rence of all offenfive wars; and alfo implies, 2 gene-
ral promifc to lfrael, and every like myjured people,
throughout all ages, of fuccour and defence.

So that we in this land, with Ifrael of old, have
a divinc warrant to fay,— ¢ Rejoice O ye nations
with his people, tor the Lord will avenge the
bloed of his people, and will render :ccompence
to his adverfaries, and will be merciful to his land;
aud tohis people.”  Deut. xxxi, 43.

.
é

Here iet us make a thort paufe :

And may
all the people fay AMEN !

And now brethren of the ftock of New.Eng-
Jand ; what has been fuggefied from the divine
oracles, divects our attention to the occafion of this
anniverfary : which is for a memorial cf the tra-
gical commencement of the prefent unjuft and
unnatural war : and particularly the innocent
blood cruelly fhed at the doors of this houfe
Aad the confequent murders, and ravages perpe.

trated
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trated by Britith troops, on that black and ever
mcemorable day April nineteenth, ore thounfand
feven hundred, feventy.five !

Wit 1eliitancs, we rensw the prief of bereav.
&d friends, ftiil in tears, for their deceafed, whofe
garments, were here rolled in bloed le— nd
which from this {ouree, has awlully. ftreamed
through the land,---The guilt of which we truft,
the eaith wili not long cover.

. The prefent generatisn, in this town and neigha
bburhood, need no infermation, ot what their
Weeping eyes tlien {aw.-.their cars heard.-and
their prerced heart endured, on that uever to be
forgotten day---The homid feene, is ibiamped
upon all our breafts, in charadlers of blood !

A fammary of thofe firlt ef*As of Britith wan.
ton and unbridled rage, you have fuithifully pub.
Jithed; * for a memonial to the e-nerationsy yet to
be bord ; and we may be {ure, 2 jutt and compatli-
pnate God reamembers; what unfeeling Dritong
then did.

Happy for this land ! and mhay we not fay,
i\app},, 101 abandon;d’ and noOwW (j’g/g“z’gd 43! it"lin‘
if their deftru&ions had been limited to that asiul
day---That we had feen no more of our dwellings

and flourithine towns in fames; and the flain of
the Lord greatly multiplied.

But though God in his holy providence, Las

fot, to this time, {sen fit to fill the ¢nemy and the
avenger ;

% See the Hev, Mr. Cirk’s prirted fermon, and narrative e

AV~ the Rev. Mr. Gordon’s letter v a grutleman in England,

1 ulithed in thiy Race,
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avenger ; et bleffed be his name, he hath not
delivered us up to the will of thole, whofe tender
nercics are cruelty.

We gratefully on this day of remembrance, with
Maf:s of old, bow before the altar of our God,
and oficr the facritice of praife to febovah-Niffi,
the Lord our banner, who was a prefent help in
that day of trouble.

To accomplifh their unjuft and cruel purpofes,
the treacheraus foe, like evening wolves greedy of
prev. and hungry ‘ons from their dens, crept out
of Boflan * tlireugh a by-way, in the dark and
filent night, that unfeen and unawares, they might
lay walte and deftroy,

But the Almighty Keeper of Ifrael, who never
tlumbereth, to their {furprize, brought their hid.
den counfels fo far to light, that a few of our brave
militia, from adjoining towns, had time to colleét,
and byGod’s afhftance, turned the engmy’s boafted
victory, into a fhametul fiight,

Not unto us O Lord..-not unto us, but to thy
glonous name be il the praife,

And a review of this calamitous war, from that
woful day to the prefeat, thaough two fucceflive
revolving years, affords us much occafion to fing
of mercy, as well as judgment bete ¢ the Lord.

And fhall any of us now, from the c¢ontinued
and vaunting threats of a dctermined cnemy,
defpond r and fay God hatlr cuft away this peoe
ple.---Gad forbid ! The

# While the town, on the lard fide, was apen, and the teoopk
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The Lord hath been our dwelling place, in alt
paft generations : and his hand is not fhortned
thatit cannot fave.

We cannot, on thisoccafion, in filence pafs over
the wonders God has wrought for this pcople of
old, which we have hcard with our ears, and our
fathers have told us.

Driven from thcir native, and otherwifc de-
lightfu! abode, by the iron rod of oppreflion, thofe
worthics efcaped into this land, the face of which
was then, overfpread with thick darknefs : Ex-
pecting to find here, in a pilgrimage ftate, afecure
retreat from perfccution, prifon, and death.

But while,beginning a new fettlenient,they were
neceflarily volved in peculiar diftrefs, from fa-
mine,nakednefs,and favagealarms: TYRANNY,
the great red dragon, 1o called, Rev. xii. 3. caft
out of his mouth water, as a flood to deftroy them,
by endcavouring to fubvert their * fhipulated
claim to their then unfettled inheritance.  But in
the fame figurative fiyle, ¢ thecarth helped the
woman.

The civil wars in England, though diftrefling
to the nation, and the deferved fate of the king,
gave our fathers a temporary relief, till they had
taken root in the land.

But

* The kings patent to the emigrants, in firictnefs, was no
more then a general quit-claim of his pretended right to thefe
linds, from a partial difcovery of the coufis; and an engage-
ment that they woild reacive no moleflation from him, his
fuccetlors, &c, in the {ies poiicflion of them,

Qur fathers fairly purchafud the lands of the aboriginal natives,
the only rightful owners, and unier them, we now hold, and nat
the Pope’s grant to chrifiian ‘princas, |
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_ But the reftoration of monarchy, 1669, opened
the flood gates teevery vice fupported by royal ex-
ample and arbitrary power: ourcharter foon fell a
facrifice to defpotic will ; and our fathers, then
- faw their rights trampled upon by an Andres, as
we have {een ours of late by a Gage and an Howe.

There was indeed, at that day, in the Britith
nation, virtue fuflicient, to dcthrone the tyrant:
glorious indeed, might the revolution have been,
it the root of tyranny had perithed with that
corrupt branch.

Monarchy, though under ftipulated limitations,
is pregnant with we.-.-A crown with its preroga.
tives and pomp, will foon darken the wifeft head,
and corrupt theioundcft heart,and by it’s influence,

rife fuperior to controul.

The revolution gave prefent redrefls, but the
principles of it were never carried into full effeét,
in Britain ; and our liberties, from that period,
by patents, greatly abridged. |

The eharter, we received from King William,
brought, in the face of it,fome appearance of liber-
ty and fafcty---But in its conftitution, were the
{eeds of deftruion.

¢

The chief magiftrate, was not of our own
choice, but his appointment and continuance in
office depended upoa the royal pleafure, and his
adminiftrations,in effet, upon {ccret and arbitrary
Inftructions.

His negative upen our choice of counfellors)
and all aéts of aflembly : his power aflumned, te
IEHOVE,
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remove, adjourn, prorogue and diffolve the Ged
neral Court -at his wili—his undue infuence, in
all civil appointments—and his fole direction und
command of the military ; muf, in efled, leave
s only the bare name of liberty-

A governor, thus cetached from the commu.
nity, over whicih he is commiflioned to prefide,
and dependent upon the crewn, or rather a
venal officer of ftate, for his pelitical exiitonce;
inftead of being a father to the peaple, is haid
under ftrange temptations, for felf-fecurity, to
act the part of a vileinformer. And expericnce
of late has wofully taught us, that our own coun-
try-men, in this commibon, have been the moit
ative by every bafc infinuation, to cffe®t our
deftruction,

In addition to this oppreflive power, given to
his fubftitute, the Britith King cliallenged a right,
within a limited time, at his pleafure, to vacate
il laws paffed by cur Affembly.

And the parliament 2ffumed a lawlefs power,
plely to confine and regulate our trade and mani.
fattures at their will,

To thefe growing opprefiions, our fathers and
we have, for near a century paft, fubmitted withe
out refiftance, though not without complaiats in
agreit meafureinefleCtual: ftill hop}ng, that though
equity failed, common intcreft might operate tor
our relicf,

But alafs ! in the preferit reign, our ftroubles
hive rapidly arilen to a crifis,—A diftreiling mode
. P ot
® The oruel Port-Bill appears tc have been plan'd upon Nera's
gyidh==That Rome had but o2 ne-k,
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cur chief harbour blocked up---and that the fha.
dow of liberty might no longer amufe pj, our
delufive charter fet alide.---Councellors--judge-«
jurors, and all other officers of power, in eflect,
bribed ; and murder councenanced by Law !

Ard as if, with the afpiring map of fin, they
thought themfelves exalted to the throne of the
Molt High ; the parliament erdain, that they
have a right, to nuake Jaws, binding on America,
in all cajes whatjiever, | |

This is a right, which no created being can jufta
ly challenge, it belongs only to God omnipotent 3
and it would be the higheit treafon, and rebellion
againft him who is King of kings, for us tamely tg
fubmit to this unjuft andimpious claim of Britons,
worms of the duit, like ourfelves.

Surely our voluntary conccflion, to this nunwar.
rantable demand, would be 2 practical declaration
of our readinefs, to go and ferve other gods, Falf
dcitics, which cur fathers groancd under ; bug
vefufed to ferve, on the other fide of the fload.

To avert tic impending ftorm, we reafoned.-«
rcmonitrated—and entreated : but were rejeéled,
with fupercilious didain.  Corqueft evidently
appearcd to be their bleody delign, and full
expectation.

To accomplith thijs, an armcd force was fent
hers, to trample us, our rights, laws, and religion,
under their feete But that the promotersof this de-
teltable war, (a war, which niight cxcite the feel-
ings of a favage) mighi)havc a colouruble prc;cr: %

. 3Qr
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for cngaging in it : their licentious troops were
quartered in our capital : that by continual infults
they might provoke the multitude to mcke ve-
hltance,

Bt our vain hopes of an accommeodation, upon
eqquithle Lorms, and wbhorrence of human tavgh-
ter, reftrained vz, under manifold provocatious,
from t:iavng up arms, until the innocent bloca of
our firends fhed 10 this plive—thair dying ago-
nies--the groans of thewoutded-—the hicart picres
ing, dittret of the bercaved— and afull Lfeet cur
coimmon da wer, awikened thefe ftates unitecly
to {and up for their hives, againtt w declared 1is
vilerate enemy.

And now, 1 think, it muft evidently appear, to
cvery perfon, who s not blinded by tordid inter-
cit, or under fome fatal prejudice, that the war,
on our part, is juft ; and that we have been called
of God, to take up arms, in our nccellary defence,
and to {eperate from Britan Forev e,

And here, brethren, we may fufcly 1eft our
caufe—the caufe of our much injured and difl-
trefled country : for the nightcous Lord loveth
righteoufnefs, und will, in his time, bring {erth
judgment unto viétory.

Thefc confiderations, will be our ample fupport
under the heavy burdens ot this diftretling war—
rclieve us under private loffes—and be an abun-
dant confolation to parents and fricnds, mourning
for their children and relatives, who have fallen in
Dattle—or perifhed in ® crucl captivity.

Ard

*® Cruelty, aever pracliced by the Sivages of Amzriea !
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Ard as God will gnard where he fhall lead- -~

“his confideration muft animate our vigorous
youth, cheerfully to engage in this jult and necel-
farv caufe---the caufe of God and their country,
and to march intrepid againft the opprefling foc :
and undaunted face death, armed with all 1ts
terrors, where duty calls, 'Iruﬁmq in the great
Captain of our ialva*xon,who once dicd, to deftroy
the laft enemy which is death, and to procure
peace on carth, and good will towards men.

We blefs them in the name of God, who thus
wi’ling‘y offer themfclves, to the help of the Lord
and his people againft the mighty : and will not
ccufe to foilow them, whercver they are called,

with our prayers for the divine prefence and
biefling.

The Lord preferve them all, in their going forth
and coming in, from this tine forth forevermore !

And now as a clofe---While we tracc the vari-
eus eficéts of this unjuft and deftructive war ;
bt us reiledt, that our real danger doth not crigi-
nate from the unceafing rage of Britain, or their
TAPacious mercenary allics ; nor from thc conti-
nued traucrous deligns of falfc brethren among
ourfclves : but from the juft difpleatiive of our
God anid Futher amaindt us, for our manifold of-
fences, againit his law and moipel.

For though wec dare not umﬁder an infinilcty
it and hol\ Gnd, as agent, 11 this unjuft war ;
ver he {uffers it as the rod ot his correctinn, foo
cur L0s. Bat 15w aiing that hemay be oraciovs,

It

‘e
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_Tiet tis all be humbled usider his mighty hand;
that he may exalt us in due time.

We are all forward to complain of nced of 2
gencral reformation ; but this will have no good
efl&; till from filf conviction, we are brought,
Each ohe, to fmite upon his breaft, and fay, what
hive I Jdone ? and put away the vielence, which
is in bur own hands.

. God has never c:ft off a people ttterly, till
tluir apoflacy lath been nearly wniverfsl, and
they; uarsclaimable, Ly the ordinary methods of
divine providence and grice.---God for the fake
bf ten righteous perfons, would have {pared the
tdntederate cities of Sodom.

~Wetruft there are ten thoufands of this God-
like character, in thefe united fltates. But the
Y-ife virgins flumbered and flept.  Let us awake
to righteoufnels, and fin not ; and rcfoive, for
barfelves, and houfes, that we will ferve the Lord,
Iz their families, efpecially, the inlluence of pui.
vatc perfons, may be very great,

War, naturally tends to cormupt unguarded
youth, both 4t home; and in the camp. Let us
all with the pious patriarch of old, command our
thildizn aed houfhold to keep the wiys of the
1 vrd, that he may bring upon us the promifed
blefing.

Our civil tilers, now dependent oaly on God
eiitl the people; sve truft, will jmprove thar ex-
tenfi-cauthority und vwample, as a terrvor to evil
derrs, dod o prade (o therm thut do well,

And
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And it is required of the Lord’s minifers, who
publith glad tidings of peace, to teach tranfgref-
fors their ways ; that finners may be converted
to God ; then wiil glory dwell in our land, and
vpon all the glory, God will create a defence.

The call of Providence, brethren, is particulae
to us o: this town and ncighbourhood, where the
furious flames of war firft brake forth, and raged
with uarclenting deftruction.

We have the wormwood and gall deep in re-
membrance : let our foul be humbled within us.
And while the delolations of that day of ven-
gcance are prefent to our view ; let none of us
think, that our houfzs fhall continuc for evcr, and
our dweiling places to all gencerations ; nor vainly
Loaft ourfelves of to morrow, for wc know not
what a day may bring forth.

And may th: lofles we have fultained,excite our
compaflion and continual prayers for diftant towns
and ftates, who have fince largcly drank of this
bitter cup of trembling,

We have this confolation, while we recall to
mind our gviefs : that our friends, murdered b
the cnemy, here fleep quictly in the duft witK
their fathers, while inany others lament the lofs of
thofe, cqually dear to them-.-whoic bones are fcat.-
tered, at the graves mouth, or have been inhu-
manly buried, with the bural of an afs, drawn
and caft forth.

Our open enemies are now at fome diflance
froui us, and though not free from the alarms of
Wir..-We fiar not, as for years paft, the dread

thunder
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thunder from the mouth of their cannon, - Let us
all wiely hearken to the full small veice of God, in
his woid @ then fhall all thofe vwho have confpired
for the deflrudtion of this land, {oon, with fhame,
as chail Letore the wind. be diiven far aw ay, ho
morc to recarn. Dut let us not retura to diny and
foolifhnzls,

Firaily, ‘i;z‘:\ wram, whatever may be the event
of this oar ¢ oow ftrusgle tor liberey and Jibe—
Death, tie ka.,r 0t ttll()}h s nvincny amed,
and with a quick ftep, advunciny tow ms all of

us.---in this war there is no difcharie.-. xc arave
1so'1r houje---here hivrl: and hm.--vch anL poor---
bond and free, muit ﬂmx tiy, for a feafon, ic down
alike 1n the duit. -

Manv or ounr dear friends and acquaintance,
who efcancd the edge of the {fword, arc fince that
fatal duv, by a nmatural death, rcmoved into dark-
nefs.--\We fhall go to them.

Bleded be God, tnere is adife tmmertal, beyond
the grave..--Let us all, withiout any turther deday,

make our poace with God, throuck our Lord
Jefus Chrift, and fo fecuve a title to the heavenly
inheritance, which cannot be taken away.

The Son of Goad, the everinling King, is now
fending commiflioners tous, with no deliye ters
of peace. Lt us all by taithr puir to Lis baaner,
and put ourfclves und- the {odow of Lis Ale
mli’}ltv wine s then fhall we be fecindecd, Then
will he who 1 mighty to fave b our {iicdd, while
in this our pulitan: fiate :—iupport us 1n our
confict witl death, the laft enemy j—and at the

ki
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laft day, when all that fleep in the duft, at his
poweriull call, fhall come forth---while tyrant
kings, great captains, and nughty oppreflory, {hall
1 vain “fivive to hide their ouilty huds,, under
rocks and mountams----He will rate us to his
thmnc—~'!o cverlaiing peace and glory, in s
Heavenly Kugdoem,
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