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AT a General Affembly of the Governor and
Company of the Colony of CONNECTICUT,
belden at HARTFORD, on the Second Thur[~
day of May, A. D. 1771.

:*;RDERED, That Suusarr ConanT,
j ig: and Mr. Joun CurTiss, return

tiie Thanks of this Affembly to the
Rev’d Mr. James CogswerL, for his SEr-
non delivered before the Afiembly on the
gth Inftant, scd defire a Copy thereof, that
it may be printed.

o GEORGE WYLLYS, Secr.
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An EleGtion SER M O N,
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~ JEREMIAH XVIIL. 7,8 9, IO.‘-.

AT what Inflant 1 fball fpeak concerning 7.
Natwn, and concerning a Kingdom, -to f/zu.é
up, and to pull down, and to deflroy it - |

If that Nation aganft whom I bave pra:mw?..
ced, turn from their Evily I will repent of 153
Ewvi/ that I thought to do unto them.

And at what Inflant I fhall [peak cma’rmr’g 2

Nation, and concernin g a Kingdom to bunia .md
to plant it ‘
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- If it do Evil in my Sight, z‘bm 1t ohe y nok ﬂgr, fi

 Voice, then I will repent of the Good wher er:

. . awith 1 foid I would Benefit them

228 1 E Attention of Amerlcans hdﬁ

¢ of Jate been uncommonly roufed, :

% and deeply engag’d abcut the puh«
* lic Good. We have look’d en’ om':
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lelefres to be in Danger. And fuch 406~



6 An Election S E R I O N.

neral Concern relative to thefe Things, and
Zeal f...:r their Prefervation, has prevailed a-
mong us, as Regard for leen)f is wont to
mfpire iree People with—In fuch an alarm-
ing Situation, many invincible Realons have
been ofiered in fupport of our juft asd im-
portant R*g}:ts ; many Expedients of a poli-
tical ené prudential Nature have ‘been urg’d
with great Force, and prefs’d upon us by very
Wei"”"‘if Motives : And may they have therr
Effe@—The Defign of them is certamly No-
ble 2nd imponam.

BoT there are doubtlefs Conﬁf_eratlons of
a2 moral and -religicus Natare, which ought
to command cur Attention, and which are
teally of far glealer Importance, both to our
‘prhfﬁ*f}t and future Happinels, than any Thmcr |
zr:y’ civil or political can be.—Indeed the -
¢hief and viltimate efign of Rehgwn, a8 1t
-refpeCts Mankind, 1s to deliver us from the
far i Effeéts of the Apoftacy, and to fit us for
a-State of perfect Holinefs and Happinefs in
tie c ming World. But this 1s not all ;
Godlinefs has the Premile of the Life that
now is, as well as of that which is to come.
‘And 1t tends to the prefent Happinefs not
cniy of Individuals, but the Love and Prac-
tice of 1t has a moft friendly Afpe&t on pub-~
. ¢ [ ; and the negled of it the moftdix:
et Te adency to the ...mfery and Deftruttion:

Several Conf derarzons of thrsﬂj
Nature,}




An Eleétion S E R M O N. a

Nature, and of great Importance, are {uggef- -
ted to us from our ‘Text and Context.

Tur Jews were become a very wicked and
abandoned People, at the Time when God.
fent-this Meflage to them by the Prophet.-
Many Threatnings, and of fore Calamities
had been frequently denounced agaiqﬁ them,
which had as yet, very L ttle, or ratner Rno-
Effect to reform them. ‘'T'he Prophet Jere-

miah is dire&ted therefore to go to the Place
where the Potter fafhioned his Veflels of
Clay : There he obferved that the Potter hadi_;-'
an uncontrolled Power to form thefe Veflels-
as he pleafed : If they would not ferve for
one Purpofe he cculd very eafily turn them:

- to another. From this lively Similitade, the

+ Prophet is ordered to reprefent to the Jews

- God’s fovuelgn Power over the mof fermix=:
dable States and extenfive Empires : -And:

- with how much Eafe God either exalts: Ol."fi‘ R

or diminithes, or in 2 Word, preferves or de=
ftrovs them. And God has certainly a greater.
- Right to do this, than the Potter has to new
M Sald the Clay of which he is not the ab=-
- fulute Proprietor. T H’
. _THis was true in Jmemla‘l s Time,. and
Ls.equally true now ; and really it is a Trath;

4
n

- deprefles them, profpers or afflidts, encreafes. .

I-h'_, *ai}d rﬁﬂ-hZ\.«d fUI' it thews us that we arc; :-ft i

i "OJ: be)’ gl‘eat ImPOIth‘“C to be conhdeaed
.
:

B | - abfolutely



8 An Eliwn S E R M O N.

abfolutely dependent on God for our all :—
Profperity or Adverfity, whether private or
public, 1s entirely from God.

But God gives us to underftand 1n ‘cur
(Text, that whatever his Power and Sove-
reignty might enable him to do,) he con-
duts not only according to the invariable
Rules of Juftice and Equity, which gives us
the greateft Affurance that he never will
wrong any People, or bring any Evil upon
them, meerly to fthew himfelf Sovereign,
but farther that he 1s difpofed to treat Man-
kind acco dmg to the Rules of Clemency
snd Kincnefs : So that when a Nation or
Kingdom ha 2 been guilty of a Conduct cri-

minal to that Degree, that they have greatly
provoked God, and which would Juﬁlfy him
11 proceeding to the laft Extremities with
them ; yea, if God had proceeded fo far as
to tnreaten them with utter Ruin, if after
all this, tuey {houid even then repent, and
tarn from their evil ‘Ways to God, he would -
‘avert the Tokens of his Difpleafure, recall%,
tze lur\.a.tn,ngs profper and ‘eflablith them.

O~ the cther Hand, God lets them know
that whatever Eocouragement he had given
of granting K Frlargempnt and Profperity to
any State ; if they after this degencrate and
back{lide, to that Degree, that their Chara«
&er becomes that of Evil Doers, an unrigh- -
- teous; ungodly People, they forfeit his Pros

mlf@



An Elettion S E R M O N. - g

mifz and ProteCtion ; and if they continue
irreclaimable, he wﬂl not build them up,
but deftroy them.

- It is worthy of Obfervation, that the
Declarations made in our Text relative to
God’s providential Difpenfations, are not
confined to the Jews ; they are of a general
Nature, and publithed 1n an indefinite Man-
ner : Whence it appears that God Almighty
defigns here to exhibit a general Rule of his

Condu& towards public Bodies or Commu-
nities.

IT is indeed true that we have no Rcafon
to expect an exa& Correfpondence betweep
God’s providential Difpenfations towards the
Jews and other Kingdoms or civil Commu-
nittes. Yet as God 1s the moral Governor
of the World, and approves of Virtue and -
Holine{s wherever it appears, and: always N
hates Sin and Wickednefs among all Natl-u; :

ons ; fo it is reafonable to believe he will =~

*“thew his Approbation, Favour and Prote@ion - -

to the one, and frown upon and pum(hj

~ the other. The State of the Cafe 1s very
different (as to the Time of Rewards and.

Puatthments) between Individuals and pub-
lic Bodies of Men. The future State 15

the Time of Retribution to Individuals.—
‘Though therefore many among the godly
- pay fuffer very grievous Things in this
Pref*nt State, they ihaal be abundantly Re- -
B _ ' Warded
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srarded hareafter ¢ Tn ¢hat happy World

Light 1s {fown for the Righteous, and glad-
nefs for the upright in Heart. And hows
ver the wicked mzy fourtfh and plofpex

.
here, their i:‘iuﬁﬁj hing i {TMH:F for it 1s that
’ F nd defiroyed. But
rent with regard to civil
tever Forms of Adminis
i:hey are thc Creatures
, 10 Exifience but in

this VWorlo—All their Bands of Society, as
[ ¢

Bodies- Politic, are diffolved, and have no
Exiftence 1n a foiure State. 1f therefore

r punithed in {fome

raCter as righteous or
ﬁnfu‘ 10} t:'ﬁ"‘ E{?GFH, thmf never are at all,
e to the Divine
Per 5‘10'15, tha! ou}d {hew wvifible
Marks of Apprebation of public Virtae, and
frown upon and puniil a finful Peo pic, as 1n
our Test he has exprelsly declared he will
do. )
it appears tten that Cod {peaks to usin
t o' not in the fame
iattons and Xungdoms
10 ancien hc_rp he 1palfc b/ 1=
eflaccs from Heaven,

bad
rh
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i
mediate and pzrizcular letlog
pointing out their Sins,and the particular and
mecml Tuﬂgmeni which they mipht efiuredly
expelt if they cont

o | c.
as he fpeaks by I‘zis veritten Word and hist
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Providence, In his Word he thews us what
is the Charalter of {uch a Peopls as have
fincouragement to hope for his Favour, or
Reafon to fear his Dilpleafure ;~—and what
he joftly expe@s from {uch a People as have
wickedly departed from him, that they may
be reftored to Favour, and enjoy his Smiles.

Many Examples are Jeft us in {acred Scrip-
ture for our Infiruftion and Admonition.
Thus God {peaks te us now, and f{urely the
Man of Wifdom will hear what God {peak-
eth to the City and to the Country, We
muft carefully examine into our real Chara-
&er, and compare it to that of other Com~
munities, and then confider how God has
declared he wouid treat them, and what
Treatment they bave in fu& met with, and
from thc*rrf.e coliet what we have to hope.
for, or to fear from the Hand of God.

TuAT which may be further attemptf*d

by Divine Afhitance, will be to {hew,

I. Tuat the fove and Pra&ice of Re-
ligion hqs the greateft Fﬂcouraﬁement of

xJ’Ud VOUI‘ q"}d tl.n., fﬂ"fﬁ IS ’Eh@ fure&
Yieans of the Heppinels of 2 People,

Il Tuaar the prevalence of Irrehmon
‘and Wickednefs have a dreadful Tﬁ‘lJ"I‘CY
- to tneir Deltruclion ;

'!%. nd'} -
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Providence., In his Word he thews us what
15 the Chara@er of fuch a PWLI 4S have
.a.JnC(‘U;?gE,f"lU]t 0 h{fi_"}tﬂ i’OI’ Li de‘.LI', Ox
Ra_mon to fear his Diipleai'u re ---mand what
he joftly expe@s fiom fs L 4 l‘f‘QPIC as have
wickedly de pfmed from 1im, hat they may

be reftored to Favou r, and enjoy his Smiles. "

1‘

..!...my Examples are Jeft us in facred Scrip-
ture for O!,h Infiruétion and Admonition.
'Thus God {peaks to us novr, and {urely the
Man of Wifdom will hear what God {peak-
etn to the City and to che Coum?‘yq Ve
mufl carefuliy examine nio our real Chara-
&er, and compare it to that of cther Coma
munpitics, and ttien confider how God has
declared he would f'rf-‘-at them, and what
Treatment they bave 1n a8t met with, and
from tht:t:m'e ohed what we have to hope
tor, or to fear from the Hand of God,

Tuat which may be further attempted,
by Diviue Aflidance, will be to fhew,

. Fyart the Love and Pra&ice of Re-
Ligion has the preate(t I couragement of
God’s Favour ; and therefore is the {urelt
'1‘ a ’

I, Tuoar the prevalen
and VWickednels have a d:f:&dful Tendency
to tneir DeliruCion ;
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requires we (houid do in his Word, then are
2 tehma._h.

s A_JL the great Truths and Diaties of
e Morabity are adopted by Chini%, and in-
6 m:*;_. wrated into his Laws, are rtﬁr;w and
¢¢ pkl'ru‘leu and {et 1n the 1 r*....,i{ 1‘; 1o g {t
¢« Puint of Lignt, and reided to thair highe &
¢¢ Perietlion in toe Chirtian im&:;mtmn.”
This Word or Voice of God difcovers his
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requires, is o framed, as in the very Naturs
and Genius of it to have a tendency to pro-
mote the pablic Good. It might eafily be
SWil, (Were t here Tlmf“) that the more
gencral Requifitions and Prohibitions con-
tained in that Religion which 1s defcribed
and required 1in the Word of God, have all
a tendency to promote the Good of civil
Society : But what I would efpemallv 1nfift
on under this Head is, that the Religion of
Jetus Chrift forms Men to fuch a Eemper.a;
pf‘iW'LLILI”J inclines them to promote the
interelt of the Public
‘Tue Depravity of humane Natare, tig
cortupted and vitiated Temper of - Mens
Minds, 1s the real original Source of ail thols
wicked Practices, which are prejudicial both
to thetr private and pablic Interefts. Hence
proceed all thofe open, bold Violatiens of -
God's Law, thole enormous Crimes znd De-
baucheries, which tend to the Ruin and Dif-
folution of a State. This Fountawn mult b
cleanfed, or putrnid Streams will continue ter
fiow. And when this T emp T oIS rhang‘cp, N
the Henrt renew’d and made holy, the M&ﬁ’
wiil be ﬂfonﬂly and vigorouily mgacrpd TR
all the Datiss of Holinefs ; and confequently:
to promote the public Trangutlity. N
Now, (* 35 ONC 1ays) ° the CU{PL and Re» -

llmo X

- % The Rev'd Mr. Lockwood, of Weathersficld, in Lﬁ -

Eletion Sermon for 1714,

lli'r
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¢“ ligion of Jelus is adm 1rab1y defign’d and :
“ caiculzted to proguce this blefled Effedt

€ apg this biented Effe&t it does and w 111
¢ altually produce, wherever i1t 1s cordialiy:
¢ and fincerely entcrtained and {ubmitted
““ to. kisnce we are {aid to be {an&ified by
€€ the YWord; to be horn again, not of cor-
¢ rustibie Seed, but of '3"}€01'rur)i'ibie, by the
€« Word of God, which live ..h and ab ideth
¢ forever. The Gofpel of Chnft, attended
¢ by the facred Iuﬁufznca of the Divine
¢ Soirit, 1s th2 poweriui vVieans of reﬂ:lfymgk
¢ e finfal Nature of Man, and forming it
¢ to Purity 2nd Holinels, and a governing
¢ D.ivofition to oleafe and obey God tn all
© Taings. As tie Laws of Religion require
¢ the aniverfal Pra&ice of Virtue ucﬂwmefs,
&% tney that are truly Religious, choote to
¢ obey Godand live holy Lives; there 1s 2
¢« blefied Agreement & Harmony, tho’ nota
¢ peredt one between th Tcl_-bﬁr of their
¢¢ %Ainds, and the {acred Lw’s of cligion ;

¢¢ they are not only aw'd and influenced by
< the Aatherity and Commuand of God, but
¢ they ind an 1award Propeniity “nd Dif-
¢ pofttion to devcie and approve themiclves
€ to G-:sd, not only 1n the Duiles of Piety
¢¢ and Geodiinels, but in thz Performance 64
€ i A0

5, & and t0 exert
heir Plazes, to nromote the

¢

€ wezfa,ra



An Eleition SER MO N. 17

«« Welfare of Mankind, and the Tranquility
¢¢ and Happinefs of the State.”
I proceed to fay
7. RELIGION requires 2nd implies many
‘Paties in the various Chara&ers,Relatlons and
Circumftances of Life, which tend immedi-
ately to the Good of the State. And an
inward Principle of Piety will prompt Men
‘readily to perform them. A hint of the
principal of thefe Duties as they refpet Ru-
lers and Subjets, will be all I hav: Time
‘now to mention. And, |
Unper the Influence of Re]igion, Rulers
will difcharge the Duties of their important
. Tru& with ftri@ Fidelity, In the height of
Elevation, they will not forget they have a
“Mafter in Heaven, to whom they are ac-
¥ . countable, before whom they muft thortly
. ftand, frip'd of all the Robes of State and’
¥ Enﬁgns of Grandeur, to give an Account of.
- theirStewardthip. They know God requires:
;i themn, while they rule over Men, to ferve the
! Lord,toferve him with Fear & to rejoice Wlth

. Trembling.—Religion will influenceand em=~
. bolden them to diftribute Juftice with Im-"

. partmhty and Intrepldxty ; knowmg that it
Y' 15 an Ordinance of Him that ruleth among
C
&
t

the Gods, That he that ruleth over Mgu

i muft be juft, ruling in the fear of God. "In:
| Obedience to this great Lord, they will ena-

o) Geavour to let Judgment run dowa as Waa
' (: tEIS,
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An Elkdtin SERMON. 17

«« Welfare of Mankind, and the Tranquility
¢¢ and Happinefs of the State.”
I proceed to fay
3. REeLicron requires and implies many
Datxes in thevarious Charaé’cers,Relatlons and
Circumftances of Life, which tend immedi-
ately to the Good of the State. And an
inward Principle of Piety will prompt Men
‘readily to perform them. A hint of the
principal of thefe Daties as they refpet Ru-
lers and Subjells, will be all I havs Time
now to mention. And,
UnpER the Influence of Rehglon, Rulers
will difcharge the Duties of their important
 Truft with ftri@& Fidelity. In the height of
Elevation, they will not forget they have a
- Mafter in Heaven, to whom they are ac-
 countable, before whom they muft fhortly
. ftand, firip’d of all the Robes of State and |

.. Enfigns of Grandeur, to give an Account of .

- them, while they rule over Men, to ferve the

- Lord,toferve him with Fear & to rejoice with .

- Trembling.—Religion will influenceand em="
bolden them to diftribute Juftice with Im-
partiality and Intrepidity ; knowing that it

15 an Ordinance of Him that ruleth among
the Gods, That he that ruleth over Mea
' muft be juft, ruling in the fear of God. In.

.+ Obedience to this great Lord, they will en<-

.| Feavour to let Judgment run down as Waa

¢ ters,

Bl wy =2 —

rr

u} '(‘p r'i“ l;,h\-a:: U2 u

L) .rl;.-r_.-n’-l ey wea e, i “H"ﬂl‘ihﬂ
|

theirStewardthip. They know God requires . 5



18 An Eleftion SE R MO N. 1

ters, and Righteoufnefs as 2 mighty Stream,
as an irrefiftable Torrent, bearing down all
Cppoiition, znd {weeping away Wickednefs,
Opprefiion ang ErJLulce frem the Earth.—
Rellglon, in the Life and Spirit of :t, weuld:
difpofe Rulers to be fo far from aby Alms
after arbitrary Power, as to be zealous Guar-
dians of the juft and ;mportant Rizhts of the
Subje& It would g1eat1y Influence, not’
only by making them afraid to {et themlieives

againft the Lord and agsinft his Anointed ;
but would temper the Th:!!r* ats of Dlgmt)h
cure a goclefs Thirft for U ...,fpotum, and {o
Lepp tnem back from all guuty Reaches after.
erltra.l] Power, -and teach then to condult .
as the Minifters of God fer the good of their
Sa‘_]e&a —Religion would, above al] other |
Thingsinfpiretiiem with patelnai'l endernels,
& engage them to ad zs Fathersof LLePeopxe.. '
There is no other Principle of true Patriot~
Mm equal-to that of Religion. Men have
indeed {ometimes from lower FPrinciples
than thofe of Cnr.v.f‘_wn-.f done well for: d:le
Public : But certainly no other Principles
can altuate them w;th ecqual Force and A-
]ar‘rlty to purfue the pubuc Good. A Prin-
ciple of Holinefs is of a divine Original, and
not only fiils the Mind with Veneration and.
Awe of the Divine Majefty, but infpires the,

Heart with Love to Gud a.nd ’”’Ian Sucn,
a

('J"J

t ’ta‘:t,..-
a1
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s Principle will enlarge the Ruler’s Heart,
and engage him with unreftrained Benevos
lence to purfue the Good of all.  Sach Ru-
lers would therefore willingly exert all thuir
Powers, and employ their wihole Tiume for
the'Intereft of their Country. And no doubt
their greate®t and moft valuable Interefts will
proportionably excite the generous Concern
of fuch Rulers.—The Regulation of Com-
merce—T'he Encouragzment of Agriculture
and Manufadtures—The Promotion of Lear-
ning—The Prefervation or Reftoration of
Liberty—Dbut above all, Religion will meet
with their warmeft Encouracemcert, be pa-
tronized by their Exampls, and their Hearts
will bleed for their People when under the
Rebakes of Heaven, or dreadfully expefed
to the Frowns of an angry God for their A~
poftacy from him.—In a Word, what like
Religion will he a tource of Magnanimity and
Fortitade in Scafons of {pecial Danger ? -
WHuEN nothing but the Teftimony of gr;
unreproaching Confcience, and the plaudit
of the Omnifcient Judge can yield Support, .
what but this will {upport them when re~
pay’d with Igratitade for their noble and
Self-denying Exertions for the Good of their
éduntry ? What but Religion will infpirit
thém wih Refolution to perfift with unre-
~mitted Vigour and unabated Diligence, tho’

o | the
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the moreabundantly they Lovethe lefstheyare
beloved : What like Religion will arm thofe in

Power agaicft the Temptations to Pride and
Luxgury, Venality and Opprefiien which an
elevated Station peculiarly expefes tof In
fice ; Religion and this only will Irfluence
tbem to exhibit {fuch an Example as fhall
have the greateft Tendency to reform a de-
generate and backiliding People. As they are
Gods by Cihce, Religion will render them
God-like in the Temper cof their Minds, 1n
their public Adminiftrations, and in privatg
Life. Sach an Example as this would have
a peculiar Tendency to give Charms to Vir
tue, to make Religion appear reputable and
am.iapie, and to reform a vicicus Age.

- FreM thele particulars it appears that Re=

beicn in Rulers, not_only in Speculation,
'bat 12 Liove and Pra&ice ; not only proteﬁu

ed " by whclefome Laws, but appearing
in rezi Life, and in bigh Life, would have a
Tez: ency direflly to D*-"Cfncte prhc Feli-
city.

Ax»Dp no lefs weuid it do fo with Reoard
to Subjelis.  The Reiigion of Chrilt dlrc&s
Marking in general to many Duties which
heve the m Cir direét Tend dency to render a
State profpercus at home, ard refp eétable a-
‘broad 5 arnd, when it is cordially embraced,
Wiil ‘f t,tum ly incline them to fuch a Cons-

dust «

| ¥
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du& : For Righteoufnefs, 1. e. Holinels exs
alteth a Nation. -The Word of God ftrictly
enjoins that Deference and Submillion to
Rulers, which is abfolutely neceffary for the
public Peace and Happinefs ; and feverely
threatens and condemns a difobedient, muti=
nous and unruly Temper and Condu&. In
this Word God commands, -+ ¢ Let every.
¢ Soul be fubje& to the higher Powers.”
1 ¢ Submit your felves to every Orsdinance
«« of Man,” (viz. which is agreeable to-the
Ordinance of Heaven) ¢ for the Lord’s fake.”
‘He that refifls the juft Commands of lawful
‘Authority is threatned with no lefs Pum{h-
'ment than Damnation.—Religion, in ¢
Power of it, would engage Mcn confciencie
ouﬂy to adhere to the Rules of fri Jufiice, -
i':«-«-To {peak the Truth in Love. --—--It would
fweetly, yet powerfully incline them to jead -

quiet and peaceable Lives, in all Honefty =
as well as Godlinefs.—It would banith Luxe

ury and Intemperance from the Earth 5 for
the Grace of God teacheth to live foherly
as well as righteoufly and godly.—Thefe
EThmgs moft manifellly tend direéily andlw*- '

‘{oreatly to increafe the publlc Tranquility. --u
But befide and above all this, the ncble and -

generous benevolent Spirit which real Chnf-*
tianity does not fail to infpire. the Mmd

| with,
E 'i' Rom. I3, T 1 Pet. 2, 13

|

|
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with, would have an wunfailing Tendency:
(if geperaily imbibed) to- promote general
Geod, and diftufe Huppinels all around —
A fcififh, narrow, contracied Temper is very
snimical to the State.  When vien are whol-
Iy intent on private Advan! age, crudge every
Farthing wiich goes befide their cwn Cof-,
fers, ¢¢ and coil fhem(e]vec Gp in tie nalrow;
¢ and dirty Shell of prwatc Iotereft,” theé
Puahiic will be negielted—"The State canrot
proiper. I‘_L;;gibn 15 calculated in the high-
efl Degree to cure this Difteinper. It en-
largps the Heart, greatens and f{ublim:tes
¢the Views of the Mind.. That Benevolence
waich 1s the veryLife and Soul of the Rel; mon;?
of the Gofpel, embraces the whole S}ltem of
Beings,thro’ theUniverfe,in the Arms of difin-
tereﬁed Love. This then wiil be the nobleﬂ;
Principle of public Spirit : "Twili engage anc
difpofe us to love our Neighbour as ourfe]ves
to purfue the pubiic happmefa as our own:
and greatly to deny ocurfelves, from a gene:

rous and ardent Defire to promote the Gooﬁ
OE ?Vialexnd R

5
1A

..."Turs brings me to the ..:econd oe nera
Hcad ViZ. |

i
II. Tue prevalence of Irreligion an
Wickednefs have a dreadiul Tendency to th

Duﬁil‘l’r\.um
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Deftru&tion of a People : As Rightecufnefs
exalts a Nation, {o Sin is a reproach to any
People. The gencral Prallice of Wicked-
nefs, neceflarily diminithes and weakens a
State, and if Impenitently perfilled in will
terminate 1n their final roin.—If {uch Per-
fons as are promoted to Places of Power and
Truft, and fill the Scats of Government, are
deftitute of Principles ef Piety, void of In=
tegrity and Honor, it wiil have a baleful In-
fluence on the State of the People whom
they govern. Whatever L'alents or Accom=
plihments they are Malters of, while defti-
tute of thefe, there can be no {ufficient Se-
carity of their proving public Bleflings : Mo fk
probably the nobleflt Talents will be abufed
and proflituted to ferve the vile Purpofes of
Ambition, Avarice or Luxury, as their lead-
ing Paffion chances todire®.” And what can
be expected under fuch Rulers but a perpe-
tual Series of Diftrelles and Judgments-?
What but Scenes of Oppreflion, Violence,
Corruption and Efteminracy ¢ R
. Tue Examples of {uch Men will be very™
fatal. ¢ If Magiftrates have the CharaGers '
¢« of Rulers of Sodom, it may be expeted
« that their Subjects will be the Pecple. of -
« Gomorrah.” The wife King of Ifrael”
obfcrves, If a Ruler hearken to lies, 2ll the
People are wicked. When therefore Rulers:
- | take
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take no Care to make and execute fuch Laws,|
as are calculated to fupprefs Vice and Wick-:
ednefs, and to encourage Virtue and Religi-;
en, much more if Opprefiion, Venality or:
any Kind of Iniquity is encouraged ; or if;
by their evil Example they enervate the:
force of Laws, and put 1t out of their own
Power to execute them to Advantage ; theyt
give a public Invitation to their Subjeéts to!
fhake off 2ll Reftraints to Sin, and to com=~
mit Iniquity with Greedinefs. Such Rulers:
" have brought infinite Mifchief on the State,
¢ They have” (as one fays) ¢ like baleful:
¢« Comets, {pread Plagues and Defelation
¢« through a Land, by their malignant Influ-
¢ ences.”’ But,

HoweVER virtuous, wife, faithful and ex«
emplary Rulers are, if Vice and Irreligion
prevail among the People, fo that their go-~
veruing Cnaralter is that of a finful People,
they have awful Reafon to Tremble at God’s
Difpleafure : Indeed, according to that De-
aree in which Sin prevails, it naturally weak-
ens and injures the public Intereft, as plainly
appears from what has been already obferved.
For in the {fame Proportion that Religion
tends to the pudlic Emolument, Irreligion
tends to the Damage of the State.—God, the
roral and righteous Governoref theWorld, has
fo.conftituted the Nature of Things, and orde-

red
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red the general Courfe of his Providence,
that the Conlequences of Sin in general,
{hould be very permcmus to the Temporal
as well as the future and eternal Interefts of
Mcn., Nothing is more obvious than that
many Sins tend to bring Milery, and indeed
fwif'tiy to hafien Ruin and Deftru&ion on
that Pcople among whom they prevail.
Tuus Pride and Luxury, Venality, Injul<
tice and Oppreflion, Intemperance and De--
bauchery will have & mok fatal Influence

~and {wiftly haften oa eve: 'y Kind of Milery.

- Difflipation, Indigence and Begoary tread on
- the Heels of Luxury, Pride and Prodigaiity
- Men of this Character, thus reduced by their
evil Courfes, often betake themfelves to Pra-
- &ices pernicicus and ruinous to their Couns
- try, fuch as Robbery, Theft, Counterfeiting,
or 1f not o thels, to others, if nat {o f..,an-;‘
dalous, vet very hurtiul a.qd pernicious ; fu.c_:h;
5 ﬂmmug {3g'e;-~reacl‘ziz*:g, and the litke.—
- Idlencts often cloaths a Man with Rags, and
" redaces whole Families to the moft l oriora
and pitinble Circumftances. How often do,
% the floth{al and indolent plunge deep iuto,
| fome of the above-mentioned Vices ? OF" m-.
E to Intemperance, which 15 2 Vice which ma

. properly be more particularly mentioned and
‘i inifted on, as it contsins in Embrio all other.

ool i < £ 2 MUhe

R L. Pl LR L

Vlf_hs Rms, Excels, Dehauchery, G uimmg,
D P10pnmenef3,

*gm
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take no Care to make and execute fuch Laws
as are caiculated to fupprefs Vice and Wick-
ednefs, and to encourage Virtue and Religi-
on, much more if Oppreilion, Venality or
any Kind of Iniquity is encouraged ; or if
by their evil Example they enervate the
firce of Laws, and put 1t out of their own
Powcr to execute them to Advantage ; they:
give a pudlic Invitation to their Subjeéts to
fhake off 21l Reftraints to Sin, and to com-
mit Iniguity with Greedinefs. Such Rulers
have brought inGinite Mifchief on the State,
¢ They have” (as one {ays) ¢ like baleful
¢« Comets, {pread Plagues and Defelation
¢« through a Land, by their malignant Influ-
¢¢ ences.” But,

HowEevEeR virtuous, wife, faithful and ex-
empiary Ruliers are, i Vice and Irreligion
prevail among the People, fo that their go-
veraing Charalter 1s that of a finful People,
they have awful Reafon to Tremble at God’s
Difpleafure : Indeed, according to that De-

- gree in which Sin prevatils, it paturally weak-
ens and injures the public Intereft, as plainly
appears from whut has been already obferved.
For in the {fame Proportion that Religion
tends to the pudlic molument, Irreligion
tends to the Damage of the State. —Cod, the
soral and righteous Governorof the World, has
fo conflituted the vature of Things, and orde~

red
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pﬁ"lﬁh {uch a People.~—When therefore all
thele Kinds of Iniquity prevail and abound
among a People, natural and moral Caulfes
concur to render their Situation gloomy and
difmal. God ieverely threatens them 3 he
fays of fuch a People, * ¢ Shall I not vifit
“« for thefe Things ! and fhall not my Scul
““ be avenged on {uch a Nation 25 this 2

His Treatment of the jews, (to wave all c-
ther Inftances) may (erve for a jult Comment
on his Promifes and Threatnings of this Na-~
ture. By viewing their Circumflances at any
given Time, a pretty exald judg‘me 't might
have been drawn up of the S:ate of Religion
among them : And that compieat Df.,uruca-
tion which tncy anally qucrfd for obfiinate
Perfeverance in Sin and Reje&ion of Grace,
when God overthrew them, even as he o-
verthrew Sodom and Gomorrah, is left on

facred Receord, as a m .}mtor) Example to all

other Naticns,
Tris brings me to the laft Obﬁ:rvation s

I, Twuat if a People have revolted
from God, Repentance and Reformation are
the moft certain and beflt Means to prevent

their Ruin, and reftore them to the divine
Favour. Indced thefe are the only Things
mentioned in the Text, It is true, when a
' People:

¥ 5009,
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People by their own Folly 2nd Prodigality
zre reduced 1mnto low Circumitavces, or are

threatned with fore judgments and heavy
Calamities, they are to uie all proper Means
cf a civil and prudential INature, as well as
thefe which more dniétly ahmg are of a
religicus Kind, Frugality, a pfudent Regu-
lation of civ:il and comm ercm \TTalre, 4 Vie

corous cxertion to preferve their jufi Rights,

are all highly reafonable and PCC!*P*.,I‘ 7 5 they
ere no ways inconfiftent with K 1:511‘}[1 or

contrary to Rppﬂ“"‘zncg. Bat ali thefe are
infufficient without Repentance. They can-
not enfure Succels ; they have no Promife
frcmm God. In a Word, whatever be their
5"r‘tfrg es and h:'{fl uom 3 '*'*hate”er the Ex-

ance out c;f iLf: "’}t_:e"‘ on, t!}g v are Vvery far
Iy .

cels ; ratl*er they

- e
Lave Reafon to fear that the befl concerted
Plans will prove abortive, acd that God will
teach them by Experience, that the Race 1s
nof to the fwif Hat

e {wift, nor the .m e to the ftrong,

icir own Strength is Weaknefs, and
tihxat Salvation is sw!y fmm the Lord.
' hat in fome extracrdinary

IT 15 aliowed tha
{

Caies Gad hsz

S for ff:rma Time fparm a Very

finful People frem immediate and impend-
1:2 Kuia upon the Interceflion of em !nen Iy
oodly Mzn, Thus he fpared Ifrael at the

requelt.
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1eq'sen of Mnofes on their Behalf. But in
this Cale Goa took {uflicient Care to fecure
the honour of his Law, by the fignal Pu-
nithment which he infliGed on them who.
were moit m}"ty, tho' fie did not deftroy
the whole People. MNotwithtanding he heard
the Prayer of Mefes, he fays 3 <4 ¢¢ But as
¢ truly as I live, all the hi"ﬁilh ﬂ all be fiiled
« with the Glory of e Lerd.” . This

threatning God accomn!liicd when he thut

‘thofe murmuring, {tifi necked liraclites out
of the Land of Canaan, and their Carcafes
perithed in the Wildernefs.

~ But tho" God has in his great Clemency
- {pared a People {or fome Time, whofe ge-
- peral CharaCer was very bad, on Account
of the g wdly living with them, and efpecially
iwhen with Fervency and Importunity. they
}have interceeded for them ; or tho’ he may
"have fulpended the immediate Execution of
Pu'n(hment on the Account of a partial or
mcerly external Reformation ; I believe Re=
‘pentance attended with Rcf@rmatl@n as -the

general Character of a People, has the only |
gcertffnn Encouragement of the divine For-

5glvenefs and Favour. Such Repentance as
lis fincere, univerfal and evangelical ; as im=
piies an inwrought gedly Sogrow” for Sin, ag
a ainft a God of infinite Purlty, nghteouf-

nefa
T Num. 14, 2I.

L .
1l
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1
pefs and Goodnels ; as procuoces an inward,
real averfion to all Sin, asd endeavcurs a-
gainft it. Such a Repeatance, whercin the
Soul taking its whole Encouragements from
the Mercy of Geod revealed and ﬁzszﬁﬁed:
i e.he givine Rs.cer-r'\er, returns to God by‘
2 glorious Chrift, as its rightful, original Sa-l
vereign a2nd coniy Happinefs ; in a ‘.Vord,[;
fuch a Repentance whereln every Sin is f()['-f
{iken. Reformation from il evil VWaye,!
znd a Pra&ice of all moral ard Ch"iﬁhm“
Daties will accompany true Repmtame. 1.

AND where {uch a Rﬁpenta11c axes Placey
mo%h amony a Pecple who have been very
wicked, and ..,vhol..., chmlmnés have beer
attended with the molt crimion Agara vatie
ons, it will be a2 Mezns ("f averting the dl-—%
vine Difpleafure. God will return 1o Murcyj
to them, and build them up. The meny‘
clear and poﬁt ve Declarations which God-
has made in his ‘ifo mat Repentance .md”
Reformation are aereeable to him, are indifs;
peniibly rchlrcd y him, and are the omy'
Terms on which ne will turn away from
his Difpleafure «nd e reconcile: ; and thel
undoubted Evidence which we have thatf
thefe have been frequently the Means cff
averting impending Dam*c”, and {aving from)
deferved Ruin ; are ru ient to put this
Blaiter cut of all doubt; and therefore iculd

- - b

rf‘
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be an effetual Inducement to a People, how-
ever finful and degenerate, however afflicted,
or however threatned, though on the very
Borders of Extermination, to turn to God,
through Chrift, by unfeigned Repentance.
The kind Declarations and Promifes which
God made to the Jews, of this Nature, are
very many and exprels ; and they were con-
tinued even to the laft ; when they were on
the Brink of Ruin. Buch was their Dege-
neracy that God {ays of them, I ¢ Ah finful
‘ Nation! a People laden with Iniquity }
¢ a Sced of evil-doers! The whole Head
¢ 15 fick : The whole Heart 1s faint.” In
fine, {fuch was their Degeneracy, {fuch their -
Obitinacy, that the Threatnings of Almighty
God are levelled direétly againft them ;
threatnings not meerly of paternal Chaftife~
ment, as in the earlier Days of their State,
but of the entire Deftrultion of the King-
dom. The Meafure of their Sins was full,
and God feems to be bringing Evil on them,
even fo the uttermolt. He was juft about
to pluck up, to pull down and to deftroy.
—The Nation is here compared to a Vine-.
yard ; the Similitude 1s pertinent, and the
threatned Deftru&ion compleat.  If the
Fences be threwn down which furrounded
the. Vineyard, the Vines plucked up by the
| Roots,
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Roots, and the Beafts of the Field let 1n and
fuffered to lay it wafte, and to tread itsdown
fo that it fhould grow up no more, the
Vineyard 15 compleatly deﬁroyed Further
God {ays, 4 ¢ Thou thait 1ay unto them,
¢ ‘I'hus faith the Lord of Hofls, even fo will
I break this People and this City as one!
¢ breakcth a Potter’s Veflel that cannot bel
¢ made wholeagain.” But behold the Cle-|
mency of God, ¢ It that People.againfif
¢« whom I have pronounced, turn fromf
 their Evil, I will repent of the Evil that]
¢ ] thought to do untothem.” Again, God§
fays, || ¢ Wath ye, make you elean, putj
« away the evil of your Doings from before]
¢ mine Eyes; Ceale to do evil, Learn to|
¢« do well.—Come now and let us ‘Reafon}
“ together faith the Lord, though your Sins
‘¢ be as Scarlet, they (hall be as white as}
¢ Snow, though they be red like Crimfon, |
¢ they fhall be as Wool. If ve be willing|
¢¢ and obedient ye fhall eat the good of the
e« T;and.” )
I micuT alfo thew many Inflances inf
~waich God hasappeared in his'providence, & |
| _ﬁunall_,r delivered a penitent Daosle from |
rauitiplied Diftrefics ; oai: it 1s needlels to re- |
cite partl ular Fadls for the Pumme fince’
every one acquainted w 'i?. focred Hiftory efe’
- - peL hy
t oJero 190 11 Ia. 1, 16, 17,18, 19

= ' :—f
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pecially cannot be at a Lofs for them. Many
aTime * when theyrebelled againft theWords
of God, and contemned the Counfel of the
Moft High ; fo that he brought down their
Heart with Labor, they fell down and there
was none to help. Then they cried unto the

Lord in their Trouble, and he faved them out
of their Diftreffes.

From what has been faid may be inferred
the fuperlative Excellency of Religion, which
is calculated to promote the nobleft Ends,
viz. to form Men in every Character and
Relation to love and honour God, and to pur-
fue and promote the higheft ‘Intereft and*
truelt Happinefs® of Mankind.

‘WE may alfo infer the inexcufable Folly
‘of wicked Men, who while they are inor~

dinately perfuing their prefent and prwate

Intereft, in the negle& and contempt of Re< -

ltglon, act in dire@ Oppofition to both, and.
fo expofe themfelves to everlafting Deﬂ:ruc-
tion, for lefs, for worfe than nothmg RS

WEe learn further, that it is a Thmg Of'.

the laft Importance to a People who are un-.,-;‘*‘;
der the evident Frowns of Heaven, crltlcally"l

to examine what 1s their real Chara&er s
And if 1t fhould appear that they have done
i‘val in God’s” Sight, and have not obeyed -
| E ~ his
| j_'f P, 107. f1, 12, 13, .
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Roots, and the Beafts of the Field let 1n and
fuifered to lay 1t wafte, and to tread it*down
fo that 1t fhouwld grow up no more, the
Vineyard is compleatly defiroyed. Further
Cod {ays, f ¢ Thou f{hait iay unto them,

'Thus faith the Lord of Hofls, even (o will
¢ I break this People and tais City as one
¢ breakcth a Potter ] Verﬁ,l thet cannot be]
¢« made wholeagain.,” But behold the Cle-|
mency of God, ¢ If that People againfif
¢ whom 1 have pronounced, turn fromj|
¢ their Evil, I will repent of the Evil that]
¢ I thought to do unto them.” Again, God|
Mays, || ¢ Wafth'ye, make you eclean, putf
e away the evil of your Doings from before}
“ mine Eyes; Ceale to do evil, Learn toj
¢« do well.—Come now and let us ‘Reafon}
‘¢ together faith the Lord, though your Sins
“ be as Scarlet, they fhall be as white as]|
¢ Snow, though they be red like Crimfion, |
¢ they fhall be as Wool. If ye be willing|
¢ and obedient ye thall eat the good of the|
¢ Land.”

I miguT alfo fhew many Inftances int
which God hasappeared in his'providence, &
figna ally delivere d a pea cat People from |
muitipited Diftrell 1t 3

"I‘j f'T?
’)

¥

o

S 1
cite particular Falls for the Purpefe, fince
every one acquainted with fucred Hiftory efe’
pecialiy.

¥ ]er, 19, 11, | T:l. I, 16, 17,18, 19, .
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pecially cannot be at a Lofs for them. Many
aTime * when theyrebelled againft theWords
of God, and contemned the Counfel of the
Mot High ; {o that he brought down their
Heart with Labor, they fell down and there
was none to help. ‘'Then they cried unto the

Lord in their Trouble, and he faved them out
of their Diftreffes.

From what has been faid may be inferred
the {uperlative Excellency of Rellglon, which
is calculated to promote the nobleft Ends,
viz. to form Men in every Charater and
Relation to love and honour God, and to pur-
fue and promote the higheft Intereft and
trueft Happinefs”of Mankind., 1

‘WE may -alfo infer the inexcufable Folly, |
:of wicked Men, who while they are inor- -
~dinately perfuing their prefent and private

Intereft, in the negle@ and contempt of Re= -

ligion, a& in diret Oppofition to both, and

fo cxpofe themfelves to everlafting Deftruc~

tion, for lefs, for worle than nothmg A
WE learn further, that it is a Thmg of -

the laft Importance to a People who are un<. -
der the evident Frowns of Heaven, cntwally"' -

to examine what 1s their real Chara&er ¢

‘And if it fhould appear that they have done: .

"_‘val in God’s Sight, and have not obcyed:‘ .

E his
PF“‘“ f P{RL IO7. II’ 12, I3I
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his Voice : If it fhould appear efpecially that
they have gone away backward, and forfa-
ken the Lord, that they {peedily hearken to
the Warnings of God’s Word, and repent
and reform what is amifs. —It appears of

lndlfpenﬁole Necef'ity that every Order of.
Men in their various Capacities, exert thems !

felves vigoroufly to promote a Work of fuch
Difficulty and Importance. And as in this
critical Day this is the Duty of all, fo it is

in many Refpeéls, eminently the Duty of
Rulers. ‘

As therefore in Ohedience. to h:s Honor’s
Command I fland in this Place on the pre-
fent Occafion, may I be allowed, with all
due Deference and Refpe@, yet with a F ree-
dom becoming the minifterial Office, to ad-
drefs the honored ch;ﬂanve Body of this
Government, prefent in the general Afremﬁ- J

bly thla Day

WORTHY and reaowned Fathers,
1 TrusT itis the ardent with of many
in this Government, that you may have Suc-

cefs equal to your Defires and Endeavaurs
for the public Good ; and -that ycii may be

long continued in your important Pofts of |
Government, to ezert your well known A-

b!htles 1n defendmg our invaluable Prmle- |
ges, watching for the public Peace,and at thef
' fa_mc:f
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fame Time prote@ing, encouraging and pro-n
moting Rehglon,

IT 1s a fignal Honor to you, (revered 3¢
pators) that by the Suffrages of 2 Peoplc,
who ftill enjoy and highly prize Freed m,
you have been betrufted with -the important
‘Affairs of Government in a Seafon o pecu-
liarly Dangerous and critical as this. The
Confidence repofed in you is indeed great,
and we truft and have Reafon- to hope, your
Vigilance, Firmnefs, Zeal, Prudence and Ex-
ertion will be anfwerable to our Expedtati-
ons and to the Exigenci¢s of the State,

Wuat Expedients of a politicit Nature
are requifite at this Day to guard our juft
Rights, to regulate Conimerce, to encourage
Manufa&tures, Agricolture and Oeconomy, -
we leave to your Wildom, not doubting your
Care. ‘Thefe Things have been fréquently
and moft pertinently urged,efpecidlly of Lite.
—My Subje@ leads me to Confidérations of
another Nature, however not lefs important.

TrAT we are involved in' great Calami--
‘ties, and have Realon to fear fill greater, in

this Day of perplexmg Uncertainty and
doubtful Expe@ation, 1§ fo Obvious that it

1s needlefs to enlarge on the difagreeable '
Theme. And whatever are the immediate

Sources of thefe le’treﬂ'es, our Sins are no.
_Boubt the procuring Caufe. Our Iniqui~

tics
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ties have {eparated between us and our God.
That Prophanenefs, Impiety and Senfuality
which have prevailed, and do flill prevail
among us, (may I be allowed to fay) with
too much Impunity ; ¢ Our ftupid Forget-
¢¢ fulnefs of God, and our general neglelt

¢ (under all our Struggles and Concern) of
¢¢ the only effe€tual Way of Deliverance,

¢ from ail the Calamities we feel or fear,”
thefe things point to us in a ftriking Light
the Neceflity of Repentance and Reforma-
tion.

Uxper God, our Eyes are uato you, our
Dependance is upon you, to exert yourfelves
in your Places of Dignity and Authority,
with yet greater Spirit and Vigilance, that
‘you may not bear the Sword in vain, but be
aTerror to evil doers, and aPraife and Encou-
‘ragement to them that do well. We hope for
the Continuance of your friendly Care to the
Seminary of Learning in this Government,
- that you will promote Learning, and encou-
‘rage 1 Iearned Miniftry, between which and
Relxglon there is {o clofe a Conne&ion. We
alfo truft you will with Firmnefs fupport
our religious Conftitution in this Govern-
ment, as being well calculated to {ubferve
the Interefts of Religion. And 1f it be pof-
fible, either by emafting cther Laws, or more !
pundually executing the many good and’

wholefofne
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wholefome Laws now in being, to fupprefs
the growing Prophanenels, Intemperance,
Contempt of Worfhip and Prophanation of
the Sabbath, which are vifible and awfully

increafing among us, 1t would have a happy
Tendency to promote Reformation.

ONxe very honorary and expreflive .Cha-
ralter given to Rulers in God’s Word, is that
of Gods ; this implies that they fhould be
God-like, and (as far as humane Infirmities
will permit) imitate the God of Gods. And
what a glorious Pattern is held up to the
Rulers View 1ia this particular 7 What
boundlefs Compaflion God has fhewn to 4
guilty apoftate World ¢ What has he left
undone to reduce gutlty Rebels to Repent-
“ance, Love and Obedience ¢ We truft you-

will imitate this glorious Example. That -
you ¢ will fympathlze with your People in
-« their Difficulties and Sorrows, and fenfi-

¢ bly refent all the Evils they groan under, -
¢« even when they fuffer by their own De~
¢ fauit : That your Bowels of Compaﬁ@n :
¢« will peculiarly move towards them, when:
¢* they are under deep Apoflacies from God,
¢« and under terrible Impreflions of his

¢¢ Wrath, poth in Temporal Judgments and.

- ¢« Spiritual Plagues. As the Head in the
¢« natural Body fees the uneafy State of the
. ¢ whole and cach Member, fo you will have

-
ra
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¢ a moft fenfible Share, in all the Leffes,
¢ Reproaches, Burdens and Dangers, that
"¢ are among this People ; and your Ten-
s dernefs will be ex cprefs’d, in taking the
¢ beft Mealures for their Relief and Com-

¢ fort”

Suvcu Rulers as have been Friends to God
and to Religion, who have been nurfing Fa-
thers to the Church, have mourn’d for her
Afitiftions, critically obferv’d her Declenft="
ons, and nobly exerted themfelves to bring
about 2 Reformation, have embalmed their
Memoriss with Pofterity, and their Names
have been tranfmitted to future Generati-
cns, with peculiac Honors. Much more
precious are their Memories than thofe of
the moft rencwned Heroes, or Men of the
moft exulted Genpiules, who were yet defti-
tute of and paid no regard to Religion.

SucH a Ruler was Mofcs, a Man mighty
in Faith and Praver, eminent for Patience
and Meceknels, willing to relinquith Fame,
~and even to lay down his Life for the good
of God’s chofen Peop

- How glorious is the Chara"ier of Nehe-
miah and of Hezekiah and Jofiah Kings of
_ Judsh, as Reformers and lovers of Rellglon P
- Such have been many of our Rulers in this
Government.  Such in an eminent Degree
- was our late Governor.  And was not  he

10
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1 1n fome good Degree alfo deferving of t‘hch

fame Characer by whofe Deceafe a Breach

is made in the honorable Council-Board ?
He who had with flrict Fidelity and to uni-

verfal Approbation executed the various Im=

portant Trufts which were repofed in him,
and might have been ferviceable to the State
yet for many Years, had God feen fit to
have {pared him to us. But Rulers as well
as others muft die. Though Gods by Office,
they are Men by Conftitution, and muft'in
this Regard ftand on a level with their Sub<
jets. Animating Thought! How uncertain

- the Term of Life and Opportunity of Ufe-

fulnes ! And how glorious and incompre-
henfible the future Reward and Happmefs
of faithful and religious Rulers !

May you {honored Fathers) be the happy
Inftruments of promoting Religion, of effec- -
ting Reformation ; may you be indeed Fa-
thers to this People, the imitators of God, -

and late be received to thofe dlﬂmgm{hmq a
Honors which await them who have ferved -

their Generation by the Will of God.
So

+ The Honorable Zeroron WesT, of Tsllang, who

-

was a.¢: eat Promoter of Peace and good Order in the Towa
and Crirch where he belonged ; for many Years a- Juflice

of E.::_f::a iouce, ooe of the ]udges of the County Couwst,
8 Juue 'he Probates, a Member and Speaker in. thc
Low:.7 of the general Afflembly, and eledted inte

the :..:{a.::.z iovle Upper Houfe in May laft,
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So great a part of the fpecial Bufinefs of
tae Minifters of Chrift, is to inculcate Re-
- ‘pentance, and promote Refcrmation ; and
sfuch ig the general Charadter of this Order
of Men 1n this- Government, that I cannot
“doubt of their cordial Concurrence and fin-
cere Endeavours to promote 2 Work fo Ime
portant and neceflary at this Day.

Reverend Fathers and Brethren,

Ix this apoftate and fiaful World it has
ever been the Errand on which God has
fent forth his Ambaffadors to preach Re-
pestance, and Reconciliation to God, through
a Mediator ; and at {pecial Seafons to give
lVarmng of impending Danger, and incul-

e Repentance and Reformation, by all
poﬁme Motives.
% Noau warned the antediluvian World
of imminent Deftru&ion, and inculcated
Repeatance for a long Space. This was the
great Errand on which the Prophets were
ient to the Jews. 'FThe Burden of all their
Meflages was, Turn now unto the Lord with
a:l your Hearts. And as their Sins increafed
and God’s Jucdgments were more numercus
and awful, and efpecially when the impend-
ing Sterm thickned, and feem’d ready to
bul’fl on tneir guuty and defencelefs Heads,
the

€ 1 Pet. 3. 19, 20,
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the Prophets were ordered to redouble thelr
Efforts, and with an honeft Freedom and
pious Zeal, point out their Danger, and the
Reafons of it. Thus Ifaiah is dire@ed to *
cry aloud and fpare not, tolift up his Voice
like a Trumpet, and to thew unto God’s Peo-

ple their Tranfgreflion.—The weeping Pro=

phet is {ent with many fuch Meffages as that
in our Text.—When John, the immediate

Fore-ranner of Chrift appear’d, he cried, (]
«« Repent, for the Kingdom of Heaven is at

¢¢ Hand.”—And our blefled Saviour, as the
firlt of all his Meffages, proclaimed, I * Re-
“ pent, and believe the Gofpe] ' And to

add no more Inftances, St. Paul in few Words
tells us what was the main BuﬁnéTs and

Pra&ice of the firft Preachers of the Gofpel
(and which no doubt we thould imitate them

in) 4 *¢ Now then we are Ambaffadors of

¢ God, as tho’ God did befeech you by us,
¢ we pray you in Chrift’s ftead, be ye recon="
¢ ciled to God.” And does not the Provi~

dence of God point out to us many peculiar

Motives and loud Warmngs, to be very ear-
neft, vigilant and diligent in prefling Repen-
tance and Reformation, on the Peo])le of this
Government ? Perhaps never in this Land
was there greater need of Reformation,. or
louder calls to it. God expe&s we ﬂlpuld'
- F . Join

- Ifai. §8. 1. € Mat, 3. 2, % Mark 1. 18,
-+ 2 Cor. 5. 20,
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join with our worthy Rulers in -this moft
important Work, and not only faithfully
fhew this People their Sins and Deferts, but
fincerely bewail theirand ourown Sins, and
eprecate God’s Judgments. Inthis Day of
Darknefs and Diltrefs, ought not the Priefts,
the Minifters of the Lord, above all othiers,
to weep and to {ay, ¢ Spare thy People, O
‘“ Lord, and give not up thine He rltage to
¢ Reproach.” In brief, it appears clearly
that Repentance and Reformation are that
one T..nng needful at this Day, on which
our political and tetnporat Salvation, as well
as our eic:nal depends ; and that God juftly
exn=ts that we, above all others, tThould be
fenfiblz of it, and eadeavour to sromote them.
Tris then fhould engrofs our Theughts, en-
gaoe O'Ll[' Salicitude, and emoloy our Time.
Axp D would humbiv = *"'2&, that as we
woald i‘JﬂCL...'l in cur Eadeavours, we mufk.:
hold f2% the Form cof {Hund '"Jom:, and
adnere iaviolaply to the Doltrinss of Grace,
thole great Imp::‘t;uf Doeirines, which our
pici1s Arw:“ (crs beld, and for which they
fuffered : ’Tzs the plain, faithfol preach,ng
of thefe which is lize to be attended with
oucceis. It was obferved Hy 4 worthy
Gentieman {ome Years a3v, on this Occafion,
that, “ °Tis the plain, fe s, atfectionate

L preac}unﬂ'

+ The Revd Mr. Lockwood, of Weathersficld, in his
Eleltion Ssrmon, 1734,

h-ﬂ-
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¢ preaching of Chnft crucified, and his un-

¢¢ {earchable Riches, the werit of his Cirofs,
‘¢ the Prevalence of his Interceflion, and the
¢« Power of his Grace, and the cther pecu-
““ liar Do@rines of the Golpel, that are.nearly
¢« connelted therewith, God has been wont
¢ efpecially to own and blefs, to the pro=
¢« ducing of Faith towards cur Lerd Jefus
¢ Chrift, and Repentance from desa ‘Works,
¢ and all the excellent Fruit ot nghtCOUf‘
‘¢ nefs in Life and Converfation.”
Mavy I be allowed juit to add, that Union
among ourlelves is greatly neceflary, that we
may be {uccefsful in our Endeavours to pro-
mote the Intereft of Religion among others.
ScARce any Thing has given 2 greater
Advantage to the Enemies of the Church,
; than that Difcord which has prevailed among
Chriftians ; or any Thing {tab’d the Caufe
of Religion with deeper Wounds than thofe
‘Contentions and unchriftian Alienations -
which have took Place among the Clergy' 3

may they never prevail among us ; may we
let alone Contention before it is any further.

meddled with. While we contend for the

Faith, may we take heed that it is indeed "
ths Faith of the Gofpel, and thofe plain,
great important Truths which bhave a Ten~
.-. dency to promote pratical Godlinefs, and not

“fubtil Speculations and {cholaftic Niceties :
| And
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And while we look upon curfelves obliged
to contend earneftly, let us alfo contend
meekly, and not loofe Sight of Charity, in
the Defence of Orthodoxy. Should not this
thought, that there are cruel Foes emough
abroad, watching for our haiting, and re-
joicing in our Divifions, cemeént us in the
clofeft Union to cne another 7 Should we
not, as Servants of the meek and lowly Je-
{us, forbear one another 1n Love, and unite
ia this Day of great Degenéracy and Cala-

mity, in every probable, fuitable and prudent
Method to promote the common Good :—

Above all, are we not under the moft facred
Obligations to join in humble fervent Sup-
plications, to that God wiho heareth Prayer, -
who loves Unity and Yervency in our Re-
quelts, who has never faid to the Houfe of
Jacob, Seek ye me in vain; who has often \
in anfwer to the united, humble Pétitions of
his Servants, apneared for Zion, and for
New-England in particular. In this there-
fore I truft there will not be a diffenting

Voice, or a difuniting thought among us.

THis brings me to conclude with an Ad-
drefs to this numerous Affembly.

You have been often told, my Brethren,\
that this 1§ the important Day whxch will.
probably
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probably decide the Fate of America : That

to be unconcern’d therefore in this Conjunc-
ture of Affairs muft be the Effe&t of the moft
ﬁupld Dulnefs, or unaccountable Frenzy :

And that we are under indifpenfible Obliga-
tions to ufe the moft vigorous Efforts, and
practice much of Self-denial (if call'd toit)
for the good of our Country. All this 1s un-
doubtedly true : And God’s Word direéts us
to the only certain and effctual Expedient
to obtain Help in our Troubles, and Deli=
verance from our Dangers. In one Word,

this is Repentance. This would be very
reafonable and important, Were we ih LO pe-
culiar Circumftances of Danger, or under no
fpecial Frowns from Heaven : But as ihe
Cafe now ftands with us, ’tis neceffars, in
every View neceffary to our civil and reugi-
cus Interefts, neceflary to the Prefervaticn of
the State, as well as to the Salvation of car
Souls. Is not God now in his Providesce
dirc&ing that {ame pathetic Exhortation to
us which he did once to the Church of -
phefus ; * ¢ Remember therefore from
‘¢ whence thou art fallen, and repent, and
¢“ do the firft Works.,” This Land, Nevws
England in particular, was planted a ncble
Vine. We have the Honour to be defcen<:
ded from Anceftors who really deferved the

' l\ame

~ * Rev, 213



46  An Ekdion SE R M O N.

Name which was given to them in Deriﬁon,
f mean that of Pu ritaas. -—T’hPy were 1ndeed
£28 Friends of Liberty, but abharred Licen-
tmufneh.—-The; were inviciably attached to
Purity and ftricinefs 1a Faith, in Worlhip
and CJI‘VCFfa. ion. God’'s Promiie in our
Text veas i, iZiied tothem. He ipaie Good

' 1 {o tue'n-.

1"

cived them ircm {ur-
raunding Savages, when they were few in
Wumber.—Hc¢ incre«dzd them zimoll to a
Prodw}-—Dcfsndeq them from pw;er...m E-
nemies abroad, and rendered abortive many
deep-laid Plots for their Ruin.—t ke Time
would fatl, tho’ 1n the brisfelt Manner, to
reccunt the fiznal Appearances of God’s
Providence for thiem and us ; or to defcribe
the diftinguifbing Privileges, civil and reli-
~ gious, which we have ¢njoyed. Is there a
. Spot upon the Giobe, pappier in thefe Re-
gnrd's than the Biitith Subjedts 1n America
hiave been ? or a (G Jverrment on the Conti-
nant which has exceedsd Connedticut ! But
we have evilly departed away from the God
of our Fathers, and are in many Refpedis
become the degenerate Plants of a firange
Vine. How me::cuit‘_ue 15 cur lagr atitudﬂ
kerein ? And now when God is k 7du"g

Red of Correclion D‘* eI us, Jet us not cor,tl- ‘
nue Incorrigidle, and give Occafion for the ..

| mournfal =
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mournful Complaint of the Plophet “« O
«¢ Lord when thy Hand 1s lifted up they will
« not fe¢:” Leli God fhould put in Execu=
tion the threatning annexed to the fore- men-
tion’d Exbhortation : In thefe awful Words,
«¢ Or clfe | will come unto thee quickly,

¢« and will remove thy Candleilick out of
e« his Pluce, except theu repent.”  May God
mercifully grant that tius dreadful Threat-

ping may never be exccuted agaialt us, as 1t

has been long fincc, on zll thofe renowned

Churches in Afia,  Who that has the {mail-
eft Degree of Love to God, or Regara to
the ngdom of Chrift 7 who that wifl.es
well to his Country ? or who that has not
put off all the Bowels of a Parent, or has any
feelings of Humanity 1n his Breaft, but muit
fhudder at the Thought of New-England’s
ever fharing the drmdful Fate of ‘thofe
Churches ? |

But unlefs we repent, have we - not awful
Reafon to fear this-will be our Cafe ! Should
we plead that notwithftanding our general
Declenfions, we have many good Things te
be found among us, and many good Men
who are mouwrning for our abounding Sins,. .
and the viiible Decays of Godlinefs ; fer<
vently praying for Zion, and willing as it"
were to thrult themf{elves into the Gap and‘:_jf-,‘f

ftop the Plague ? This is no doubt true;

but*
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but could not all* this and more be faid in
favour of fome of thofe Churches, and of the
Church of Ephefus in pdrticular. Hear his
Teftimony, whofe Eyes are as. a Flame of
Fire : 1 ¢ I know thy Works and thy La-
6¢ bour and thy Patience, and how thou
« canft not bear them which are Evil, and &
¢ hait born, and haft Patience, and for my
¢¢ Name fake haft laboured and haft not
¢ fainted.” All this notwithftanding, Chrift
threatens to diffolve their Church ftate, and
to.take his Gofpel from them except they
repent. ‘'The Reafon was, becaufe they had
left their firft Love, were declining in their
Aftettions and Regard to God and Chrift, -
his Worthip, Ordinances and Ways. Now
we mufl be fenfible that this 1s our fad Con-
dition, unlefs we are ftill 1n 2 more lament- &
able Situation : That of Ifrael (I mean) when
grey Hairs were here and there upon him,
and be knew it not.

- Anp now behold God 1s waiting to be
gracious : He fays, ¢ Turn ye, why will ye
¢« die *” How fhall I give thee up, O New-
England ! O that my People would hearken
to my Yoice :—May we then to Day hear
his Voice, and not harden our Hearts.

- May we hear the faithful Warnings of
‘the compatiionate Redeemer, and flee for

Ref ugc

£ Rev, 2. 2, 3.
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R:fuee to him, . and by F ith “in- him lay

ho]d on ghe Hope fet before us.

* Him hith God exalted with his Right-
Hand, to give Repentance and forgivenefs of |
Sins.

In his Name let us pray :

+ ¢« O Lorp, we have heard thy Speech
*¢ and were afraid ; O Lord, revive thy Work
* in the midft of the Years, in the mid{t of
¢« the Years make ls.nown, and 1n Wrath
¢ remember Mercy.”

AND may God hear and fave as, for his
Name’s fake, and for Chrift’s fake.

AME N,

& Ads 5. 31, - 1 Habbak. 3. 3,

o
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