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.A1' a Gf12eral A emoly 0 tbe Governor.and 
• 

Company 0 the Colony 0 .CONNECTICUT, 

heIden at HAR TFORD, on the Second r'lmr -
day 9/ May, A. D. 177 I. 

, 

• 

RDERED, That SHUBAEL CONANT, 

Efq: and 1v1r. ORN Cu R TISS, return 
the Tn anks of this Affembly to the 

R:.:v'd '!vIr. AMES COGSV1ELL, for his SER-
• 

!-.'iON ddi\'ered before the Afiembly on the 
9th InlL-iflt, s:c:.d defire a Copy thereof, t~at 
it may be printed • 
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EREMIAH 

• 
• . , 

• • , 

· 

XVIII. 7, 8, 9t I o. ""j';' 
. . ...• "" .. \ '. ,.t'r" , "'-. . . . 'i.t~· ... {,.· . 

i~:;'(' .... .,.~ . 
. ~f'" '.' ".' -

.AT WD{lt In ant I all rpeak ClJ11Cernt~g a 'X( '. 
'Nation, and concerning a Kt/:lgdol7lt -to,: ;itu;; ..... 

-' " . .. - ,..... .. 

. _up, and to pull d01wn, and to de//;-o,,! it: '.~'\.;~;:,: . .: 
• • • 

; . If that Nation again whom I have prOl!Gzf~f::/, ' 
, ced, turn rom their Evil; I will retell! oj the" ... ,. 

, 
, , 

, , . , , 

Evil that I thought to do unto them., .. r;;,:'" 

A.nd at wbatl71 ant I 'Jail peak con~ernifli·,'l,-,· ./ 

to plalz! 1t • . ".,'.,'.-; 1.:-:' 
.. • . ',. {' h;~,:-·· ·,i":.i 

" t1J/it~ 1 at"d I would Bene t tbem!' \"':.~j~\~~".';~": . 
. .. ' .- , ... ,,"~.,.~ .. ', 

" ," . .' . . '. . ~.' . . . . , . '. , ." ... . , - . ' - , . . 
• 

, ' H E Attention' of Americansh;;s':;:·;j:;j~~·: 
• 

· • 

" .' .; . , . 
• 

, " 
- > ••• ;,<!, , 

of jate been uncommonly roufeq~',··:·::;~ .. > 
, "'-'~"-':<'''' 

and deeply engag:d.about the Pll~>(/:~ 
lie Good. W e h~ave look'd on:'h:uiH':, ......', . 

" .i-", ' ~ 
• • • 

" . . . . . '. . . 
• • • 

< " "" .... 

;':i":· ,< "" '. " " ...... ··n·c···r,::,a· I':: ,'" , ' ... '. \ ' .• !-
• "'.' '\ \ ' • IH ,. ,. , ~. ,. '... ., 
'.' ,'4. '. '.' ~.' ' , "', '\ - ~i if" -: \ . 
\.~"I . -: '''>! ",lI '. _I. -"': '. " • if'J' l' • •• ~.~.>' .... , "I'" '" ....... :. , \ ...... /"'~" ,~, " ~.,',:, .. , 
, " - . '. . -, ~ , , ~. , ~ ,,' ""'. ' ',.' ,. t·· . . - ,- , · I " - _ ... ,.. " - ...... " " ',' .' · . -" . . . . ~ , 
" • ~' ... " '." * • -. ' ..... ". . ... , , ,I . :' ,;.· ... '1, ' • ." • ~ , 
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neral Concern relative to thefe" ThiflgS, and 
Zeal for their Prefervation t has prevailed a-• • 

mong us, as Regard for Liberty is \'Vont to 
infpire a free People wi th. ·In fuch an alarm
ing S~tuation. n1any invincible Rea[ons hav~ 
b~en offered in fupport of our juft arid im
port;int Rights·; many Expedients of a poli-

. tical an~ prudential Nature have :bcen urgd 
with great Foree, and prefs'd upon us by very 
weighty 1Vlotives : And may they have their 
EffeB- . The Defign of them is certainly No-
b' d l~ ~, Ie ar:· mpofLanL. 

BITT there are doubt1efsConfiderations of 
··a moral and . reli-giou~ N atore, whit:h ought 
to COlTIlnand our Attention, and which are 

. . 

-really of far greater 1m portanee, . both ·to o_ur 
'prefent and future Happinefs, than any Thing 
meerly civil or political can be., Indeed the 
chief and ultimate De6gn of Religion, as it 
'refpeCls l\·fankind, is to deliver us from the 
faral r:ffeCts of ~he A po1tacy, .and to fit U~ fGr 
a. ·State of perfett Holinefs and H appinefs in . 
the corning ''''odd. But this is not all ; 
Gadlinefs has the Prcmife of the Life that 

• 

nQw i:=, as well as of that which is to come. 
-And it tends to the pre{ent Happinefsnot 
only of Individuals; but the Love and Prac;
tice of it has a ~.l1Qfi friendiy AfpeCr o-np~b.;., 
lie ·\Ve(i} ; and tBe negleCt of it the mofr4i~.:~ 

. - - . 
. . reCi: Tendency to the IVIifery and.De!1rpcF9:~.: 

Gf 2. State.' . -SeveralConfideration.s·o·Lrhis: 
• . • -' J 

. -- . . Nat~'fe>· 
. . .... , • 

.. 
• • 
• • • 

• . . .. . 
• , 
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• • 

N aturc, and 'of great 1m porfances are [ugger-' '. 
ted to us from our Text and Context. . 

• 

• 

. 

THE ews were become a very wicked and' 
abar:tdoned People, at the Tinle when God. 
{ent- this !\1efT.1ge to them by the Prophet.· 
Many Threatnings, and of. fore Calamities 

• • 
• 

• 

• 

" 

had been freql!1ently denounced againfi. them, . 
which had as yet, very little, or rather no·' 
Effecc to reform them. 'fhe Prophet: ere-· .•.... 
miah is directed therefore to go to the Place ....; 
where' the Potter faibioned his VdTels of . '., , 

• 

, Cia y : There he obferved that the Potter had:." - ' 
: arl uncontrolled Power to formthefe Vettds- . 
. as he pleafed : If they ,-:vould not ferve for 
. one Purpofe he could very eafily turn them - . '. , 
: to another. From this lively Similitude, the· i .• '.:: 

r Prophet is ordered to reprefen t to thcew:s: '; ... , 
, . God's fovereign P.0wer over the moll-fo.rmi':; '.' " 

, with how nluch Ea[e God either exalts'ori;'" ";. 
, - '.-' . , . . " ' . " 

\: depreifes tlh~m, pro(pers or affliCts, tncreafes, , . 

~ firovs them. And God has certainly a grea~-er,,' .. 
: R;g~t to do this, than the Potter has to new .i 

: IV! mId the Clay of which he is not the ab~ .' . 

l 'r " h' T' . 'd"""~\'''i , . __ , H·[ S was true In eremlal S Hne.; .. a;o:. ;C:.FJ·, 
'l • . ~ • '" 

li4-~qually true now; and really it is a Tru~A;;'!:' .:. 
I,qrv.~rygrea:t Importance to be con!ld~re:9", "!" 

• 

;1 .. ~:~ '.1 . . . ..... .' abfolut~Jl ,.:, '.~ 
"I . • , • " . 
~ . . , 
• • , , , , , 

" • . , , 
• i , • • 

, 
. 

: .. :.4 
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abfolutely dependeo.t on God for our all :' " 
Profperity or Adverfity, whether private or 
public, is entirely from God. 

BUT God gives us to underftand in 'our 
Text, that whatever his Power and Sove

reignty might enable hinl to do,) he con .. 
duds not only according to the invariable 
Rules of ufiice and Equity, which gives us 
the greateft AiTurance that he never will 
wrong any People, or bring any Evil UpOB 
them, meerl y to fhew himfelf SovereigB, 
hut farther that he is difpofed to treat Iv1an
kind according to the Rules of Clemency 
and Kindnefs : So that when a!~ ation or 
Kingdom have been guilty of a Candua: cri
minal to that Degree, that they hav~ greatly 
provoked God, and which would juHify him 
in proceeding to the laft Extremities with 
thenl ; ye~, if God had proceeded fo far ai 
to threaten them with tatter Ruin, if after 
2H this, they liould even then repent, and 
turn from their evil \Vays to God, he would ~, 

,avert the Tokens of hi. Difpleafure, recall'\
the Threatnings, pro[per and efiabliili them. 

ON the other Hand j God lets them know 
that whAtever Eocoui'ag~m~nt he had given 
of granting Echrgement and Profperity to 
any St~!te ; if they after this degenerate and, 

. hack!lide, tQ that D=gree, that their Chara- ' 
cter becomes that of Evil Doer~,an unrigh .... ,I 

- teous; ungodly Pcaple, they forfeit his' Pro~· 
- ulife ' 

, ' 
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miCe and Protection; and if they continue 
irreclaim~ble, he will not buiid them up; 
but deftroy them. 
· IT is worthy of Obfervation, that the 
Declarations tl1ade in our Text relative to 

• 

God's providential Difpenfations, are not. 
confined to the ews; they are of a general 
N ature t and publifhed in an indefinite Man~ 
ner: \Vhence it appears that God Almighty 
defigns here to exhibit a general Rule of his 
eond LlCt t-owards public Bodies or Commu .. 

• • • nltles. 
I T is indeed true that we have no Reafon 

. ,' ... ' , 
to expeCt an exaCt Correfpondence beftwe~Jl 
God's providential Difpenfations towards the 

ews and other Kingdoms or civil Commu~ 
nities. Yet as God is the moral Governo-r . 
of the W orId, and approves of Virtue an~ ... ' 
I-Iolinefs wherever it appears, and :al~.ai;~ ' .. ' 
hates Sin and Wickednefs among allN~t~ .... :. 

.. , 
ons ; fo it is reafonable to believe he win .. 

, . . . . ~, 

.~ '!hew his Approbation, Favour and Protea:i9~tl.·-
· to the one, and frown upon and pni1i,ip., '. 

the· other. The State· of the Cafe is ver·y .' 
different (as to the Time of Rewardsa!l~d ' 
PLlnii11men t5· between Individuals and puQ_· " 
lie B:)di es of Men. The future State is 

" 

the Time of Retribution to Individuals.··· • 
• 

. Thoug h therefore many among the godly . 
· nily fuffer very grievous Things in thJs . • 
. pr~fe[lt Stat~1 the! ihall be . abundantly Re .. '. 
'. ,-- -, 13 . . . warde~ .', 

• • , 
• 

• , 
• 

-( 



hereafter : In that happy Vlodd 
J light is ftHVn for the R igb teoDS, and glad,., 
neis for the uDrioht in Heart. And how ... 

J b ' 

ever the v.'icked ~n;y f10urifh and profper 
1 h' " ." . n £". 1 nere, t elf t!'mn.1 P!lif~g 1S ulort, lor It IS ti}at . _. 
they nlay bc cut eff and deftroyed. But 
the Cafe is yety differtnt with regard to civil 
C . . -~-h ,..... r Ad . . OmmtHlltles. vI .atever l' orms or nl1nl~ 

Hrafl"on t'n r.</" ''If'f,,r.-, "" ''It'e~T ~rp. t1[;C r'"ea"lUl'PI3 
_ ...... ""- \.; oil C-!. !.!. L.,....L..!.."",,:, ,; j '" L'. j ~.. "'" .. ......... .. \. \l 

of Time_ Thev have (ja Fxifience but in -
h· ~;rT 1 < '11 1 • l"" d f'" . t_ IS H ()fl~1 ," l~!. tn~lr nan'- S 0 i)OClety, as 

BOd·l· ... ~ po'!· .. :~ "re d;jT:,.in"'d an 1 l),,\,c tiO ' \.'~- -'- ~_ "~L; <:'1 .! .. '....Il V ~, L Q. tl . . 

hxiilence in a f12tUte State. 1f th€·reforc 
they are not re t,':'2.!'cied or puni!11cd in f01ne 
Proportion to their ChH3.cl~t as righteous or 
:unful in this Vlodd. they Dever are at alL , .I 

1t apoears therefore ap-rceable to the Divine . • 0 . " 

PerfeCtions, tl1~t God {'nould i11cW vjfi b lc 
lVIarks of A PDrobation of pI.! SUe Virtue, and 

• l 

frown upon and puniih a finful People, as in 
our Text he bas expfcfsly declared he will 
do, 

, IT 2ppe?fS tcen that Gcd [peaks to us in 
, r D 11 I' .• r. tnele ays as re~l;'y, tno not ln tne lame 

YIan'ner as he did to :Nations and K,ingdoms 
in ancient Timc~. To them he {pake by,im .. 

d" d . 1 n Ii T ( H Ine· late an partlcu;ar iHcilagcs !rem . r.:aven, 
pointing out their Sins) aDd the particular and 
lrpecl-al Tua'g'-"'''''D fo-, ~:'lh jr>}l t 1'1'"»! ~-n irr t~· t ",f1!"U-l E'G;! U 

J l..tl""j!..0\ .. ~_~ ___ ",L",", .. ~ .... (._j .. a_ -,*Y 
• Q J 

,~S he (peaks' by his '!!rittcrr Vlord indhis'~ 
n ':'~,~~; (~Pl" c'c' " 11'.j!tlu~~ QI~' 

• • 
, 

• 
, 
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Providen~e. In his Word he (hews us what 
• 

is the Character of fuch a Peop13 as have 
'"", 

EncQuragement to hope for his Favour, or 
ReafoD to fear his Diipleafure ;. ,and what .... '. 
he j uftly expects frotn f L1ch a People as have 
wickedly departed from him, that they may ..... 
be rdl:ored to F aVOUf, and enjoy hi~ Smiles,,' 
~i1any Examples are left us in facred Scrip... . 
lure for our InfiruEtion and AdmonitioDa 
ThblS God fpeaks to us nov=" and furely the 
11an of V/ifdom will h~ar vvhat God fpeak-
eth to th:e Cjty and to the Country. Vi ~ 
nluft carefLllly examine into bur real Chara"" 
tter, and compare it to that of other Com .... 
munities, and then confider how God has 
decbred he wOi.~ld treat them, and what 
Treatment they h:J.ve in faa met with, and 
fron'! thence colleCt wha t we have to hope. 
fOf) or to fear frolll the Hand of Godo . 

TH It.. T which may be further attempted, 
by Divine lliEi1ance, will be to iliew, . ' 

• 

1. 'TnA T the Love and PraCtice ,l Re-
ligion has the greatert EncouragementoL. 
God's Favour; aDd therefore is the furell 

. ' 

" ''f' f h .... ~ . (" , -no. 1 ;\' l.lo'"lI1S 0 t e ~ .... pf'"'l' np-" (\1. " Io ..... eop e 
,L 'i 1. "" '" .A. .l.. .:: l-" ' u" ;., ~ ~<i ,1 ... .l , 

. It Tn AT the prevalence of Irreligion 
, andV/ickednefs bave a dr~adflll Tendency 
- to. their Dcfrrutlion; '. 

-' 

-

-
• • 

'. 

• 

• 

• 
. And>" - .. '. ' 

• • • 

• 

• 

• 
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l' ..... h· "l,·, r 
a -5-""" ... 

• 
15 

- r neis Ior 

'<1 
'~erc-, I •• _... - -, 

the 

• 1", 'r .. ~ - '""' - t "'" -~ ,_,_#,. 0--' , -......, _ ......... _ ..... _ ...... - , 
• 

• 
the 

• 1 ' 1"'lC'- .--, I 
'!' , - ;;.. "_ "-...r. 

:, .... -'f • 
... -- ... -:.. f 

" . . -
~ '-°1' --'-. ,- ,' .. ,- #-, I !:' '."'. • , '. • ••• L ~ 
'-' - ~ _ ... - ~- -- - #. . .... 
t , ::> • • • _ .... 

~ ,-
rCit' , . 
~-• 

~ 

C r' · ... ~1P. ,,
t-.&. oJ .:.. ~ 

,.., . 
'Tr~. tlf1l'l _ ......... " __ "J, 

I 
4- :-., .-.,.". , 
""_ J,. ... - 1 

this 

t '[ Fy r._po. n ""' G..!. -..... 

Proportion 

It appears 
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Providence. In his vVorn he 111ews us what 
, 

is the Character of (uch a Peoplot as have , 

EncOUr2.gelnent to hope f\.)[ his Favour, or 
Reafon to fear hi~ Dif})leufure ;,-' .. ,and what 
he juitly expeCts ft0l.11 [uC'h a People as have 
wickedly departed fC'QX'u him, that they may, 
be refiored to Favour, and erj0Y hi~ Smiles~ 
l\lany Exampleg are l·.:ft us in facred Scrip ... 

.. I" i": • d Ad .. lure tor our nlUllCtlOn an ~ l:10nltlOn~ 

Tht:ls God fpeaks to u;; nO';}l, and furely the 
11an of V!ifdom WJll bear \vhat God fpeak-

• 'C' 1 • C n:~ etn to toe. .,ity 8on(. to rtjt ,oilotry. 'Ode 
n1ufi: carefLlily examine ij'~:~0 our real Chara
aer, and compare it to th:l't of other Com .... 
munities, and thei1 conGder how God has 
dec-bred he \vol~ld treat them, and what 
Treatment they b:::.ve in faft [net \vith, and 
ff(1Hl thence colleee wha t we have to hope 
for, or to fear frOH1 the Hand of God. 

ni • • t b f · d 1 HAT W!11Cn m:1.y e ,urtner attempte 1/ 

by Dlvlue AHiL1ance, will b~ to iliew, 

r 
L 

ligion 
God's 
1 'C 
"J' ,.>~ l' S ' .• .1. ........ 

, 

• 

, 

, 

, 
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And, 
III. 'fH A T if a Pcocle have revolted from 

j 

God, Repentance and Reformation ·.,;','ill • 
'~e G 

" 

the furdl: ?i1d heft lVIeans to prcvcn t their 
Ruin j and reftore thol1 to the Divine Favour . 

• 

I. THE Bdt Thing propored is to fil0W, 

that 
, - I 

~h'" L"'Oc "n" l .. j..... ,",' <0. U Pu.ttice of Rdigion has 
L 

the greatt'11 Encouragement of Cl.d's Fa-
vour. and therefore is the fureft l"'/Leans of the 

• 

Hc1Dpinefs of a People 
l • 

THIS is imolied in the Text. 'Tis indeed • • • 

t~~en f.'r ("l'r~nter1 d 1"t cr~ l.a 1V 6" Co -..!''''1 a._ God \Nill biers and 
pro[per a People who cuntinue holy and obe
dient. Such who do not Evil in his Sight, 
but voey his VC'ice. '{hef.; are Phrales fre
nuentlv ufej in the·'VritlD:2s of the P~oF;hets '1- : , - , -
to d~c-\,;::Iher true Rdibolon. But we rnufl: 

" . 
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Floiinef!9 

comtnend 

that 
, 

thole Duties 
\Vurd, tentt 

,- . . f' . '1 r.. . r-la ppr nels c Cl Vi Lotnr.n u"" 
God bas mOLt pLliniy {htwn in 

R l' • edglOn, and 
to.hi'> Favour. 

r • 
tljiS 

, 

on1y, will 
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THAT? the Rtiigion './/h~('h G,)d's 'fYorc! 
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to pro". 

ef Gr;d Foints cut coany 
an Char~&:ers, Relations 
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, , 
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• , 

, . . 
direttly and im~ 

mediately tend to promote the beft Good of 

, 

- GOD .1 • 

'WDICh 

T'1 "1 ~ n; v '1-jt=O "w~' 11 t' U. ... I.4'I.",) 11_.., 
• 
It) 

oniy this \vill , ,,' -·V ~Cl·"" 0:, 1- I " _ . , .. 1 ~'~l'y ""1" 11_1 Lit _ 

his 
re-

, ... .. ," .... 
P1-r-.i""; j..>~ c·r' 

, . 
'- h 0 ~ 
l;.ll ;:, 1 ~ . ) -\. : .~ ..., 

!._ ... ~JJU .. God 
,,.. , 
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their God 7 

to do ~li his C;,.mmClodrnents, the Lord their 
God i?"t-'oI11d fet them 011 Hii;hJ above all the 

. 1 ....... f t:; ; And thus alfo faid 
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requires, is [0 framed, as in the vft,ry Nature 
and Genius of it to have a tendency to pro ... 
mote the public Good. It xnight eafily be 
[hewn, were t here Time) that the more 
generai RequiGtions and Prohibitions con
tained in that Religion which is, defcribed 
and req uire:d in the Vv ord of God, have aU 
a tendency to pnnnnte the Good of civil 
Society: But vv hat I woul d efpeciall y infift 
on under this Fread js, that the Religion of 
e[us Chrift fonns IvIen to [urh a 'l'eIYlperat 

powerfully inclines th~m to promote th\l: 
lllterdl of the Public. 

'rUE Depravity of humane I~atnre, tIle 
corrupted ~[]d vitiated Temper 0f, fv!en.t; . 
Ivlinds, is the real otiginal Source of all thor¢ 

, wicked PraCtices, which are prejudicial both '. 

, to their private and public Interefis. Hence . 
~ procee'd all thofe open.. bold Violations of: ; 
~ God's Lav'{, thofe enorn10US CrimeS ;lnd D~~ , 

• 

baucheries, which tend to the Ruin and Dif~ . i 

folution of a State. This Fountain mull: be . 

! clean[cd, or putrid StrearllS will continue'lt~f}:,' ,: 

• , , 
• 

, 

i Will be flrongl y and vlgoroufly engaged ~r.t"; l 
; ail the Duties of Holinefs ; and confequentJr, ._' 
: to promote the public Tranquility. . ': ' 

, 

, I~ O,V, .* as one fays) " the Gofpel and R~: .... , i 
1 ... .. 
.t.1 gl(~;1 " ,-• 

• • 
• 

,j .. '. ~ The ltev'd Mr. LockwoO::!i of\Veathersfidd t in hi!,' , 
,I ElectiQn Sermon for I·~ \4, ' .. " 
. ' -

• 
, 

, 

, , 

, 

• 

. , 
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" 1" " ~!P'iOn o crus is admirably defign'd and 
" Cdl(:uL:.ted to produce this blefied EfFect; 
" aed this b leied Ellett it does and \vill 

of 

• -• 
• 
• 

• 

• 

- piociuce, ~vherever it is cordiai1y : 
,- 1 ' d 
11 ncerel.\7 til tdtalnt 

J 
and [llbnlitted: 

"to. Hence we are [aid to be fanEtified by . 
cc the \V ord ; to b·:! born again, not of cor
fa ru?tibl~ Seed, but of IJforruptibie, by the, 

-.~ 1 .- G' ,. 1 l' h 1 bOd 1 ,~ "'vVoro. or od, wnlcl1 "i\.:et ana a 1 et 1 

~'fo,ever. The GJlf)el of en:-ia, attended 
• 

[acred It:lfi~cnces of the Divine 
J 

" " " r 11\'f f n'f' . u ~ .lin~, lS t.le POWerIUi iYleanS t) rel.Ll -ymg 
"LIN '1\fr df"' 0 ~, i.:ne iHH U i! atur: or N.:.,m, ar:. rorm1D g lt 

L'.' D' .J -,." r d ' .. tJ.l unty anu b .. OllnelS, an' a gO',lerItmg 
c, T).:~:")(lfition to pleafe and obey God in all 

1..,· . ", L "'p ~' • ' 
~, :-angs. rtS tne aws ot _!..~el1g:on reqUIre 

i· • rTp Cl.' rv- <? H l' r. 
u LIe u~~verlal rac.d.::e 01 lrtue uG l. onnelS; 
" they that are truly Religious, chooie to 
u obey God and live holy Lives; there is a 

tho' not a ;\rrrl" 0 H 
C(. Dji211eu n:,!reement C\: .armonv, 

W J 

",,' D:::rfccr one between tbe Temoer of their 
- I I. 

u Ivllnds, and the fac-ed L1WS of Religion; 
~, 

t.. 1" dO" ·db " t!ley ~re not OO!Y aw Q an: Inilucnce - y 
.-" ·h", I!o. :1";1(""\1': f-t7 .., nd o ()...", I~"" ',"" d of Go?! but ~; . .a'" C,y.ll vtl~~ a. 10. '-'_il..aJ.J,l,!.r.!· _ ~, 

• 

J 

U they find an i~HV2.rd Prcpenllty and Dif-
H pofiti:jn to devGte a:ld approve themfclvcs 

G d ., 1 T'.' f po. 
H to -I) , not only 111 tDe u1..it!tS 0 lety 
" 2.~!d Gcdlioefs5 bnt in the Performance 6f 

1 -y .. 

" tllenli~~ ves 10 
-

• 

• 

and to ex'ert 
• 

Dfomote the . ~~ . ,,~. . 
u \Velfar~ 

• 

• 

• 

. , .. ~ 
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"c Welfare of ~t1ankifld, and the Tranquility 
" and Happinefs of the State.'" 

I proceed to fay 
: 3' RELIGION requires and implies many 
i Duties in the various CharaCterslRelations and: 
· .' . 

· Circum(tances of Life, which tend immedi-
• • 

ately to the Good of the State. And an. 
inward Ptinciple of Piety will prolnpt. Men 

'readily to perform them. A hint of the' 
,principal of thefe Duties as they refpect Ru .. 
lers and SubjeCts, will be all I hay! Time 

· now to mention. And, . 
UNDER the Influence of Religion, Rul~rs' 

will difcharge the Duties of their important. 
Truft with ftriCt Fidelity ~ In the height o,f 
Elevation, they will not forget they have a, 

. ' Mafter in Heavens to whom they are ac .... 
I i countable, before whom they mufl: lhortly' 
L' ftand, ftrip'd of all the Robes of State and,: 
L: En·figns of Grandeur, to give 'an Account of:" 
ri their Ste'flardilii p. They know God req uir:¢s ~ . -: 
j i them, while they rule over ~1en, to ferve the ~ " 

t ! Trembling.-- ,·,Religion win in.fiuenceand ·e(~l".< 
• i bolden them to diftribute uftice with Im-;': . 

, , . 

5 \ parti~1ity and Intrepidity; knowing th~t it,., 

f\ the Gods, That he that ruleth over Men' 
,. . 

t inuft be juil, ruling in the fear of God. '''.Ill:: 

i·fleaV:Cl1.lr tQ let udgment run dOW·l.l as Wa-
.- . C ters, ' 

• 
, , 
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admirably defign'd and 
- ..... - 1 - Co. , ..... -2 j 0 P , ,- :':·':t·~._., -r-..· ..... ~"t-"e 
"l"..o "" l.. ""'" 1_ L _ ~ l.,..\.4.'- J i v U u L 

• 0 b 1 fi1 I '[;' -yo ':::.. tnu Je lea ~,fte;:l ; 
" ,. .• -.-, 1 r"""\ -- ,...... 

ar:tt ~l!~s blel1~a t\lltc.t 
• 

o 

1" ~1. d l' t 1 ocs ana \V1Al 
... "!. '" ,-. 11 "; 

.t"'Ir-- ., .': t! <ry p-c - l'CP 
(l. .... L:A ••• ; f 1 'ULI ~, 1t 15 cordiaLly '(vl1erever - .. 

11~1cerelr e:ltcrta1ned 
/ 

~"'" d l"ll hn1 i ttpd ....... .. - - _ ........... ~ 
, 

a:};1 

to. to .. be fanEtified by 
tk<> 'F7",pd' • fo,) h,-" \.){'r~ """":n not of co-
o.';'oJ - 7 v.. , v.- ~' _ L.) i 11 a ball. til -

~ , 

1 
( 

fUJti01c Stt:d, but of IJforruptibie, by the. j 
\V'Jrll of God, VI hie h Ii \:cth and abideth 1 

• 

, 
~""-pv~r .1u:.' ..... ·_ .... 

• t hI> 9 ., . ~ .. ' .. ':",.i. \J ' . -. ..., 0 ~ 0 

0 ... _ f ta l c:: 
_}l.~:. .. , • v 

T ne G~r:..;el of eh ;'ia, attended 
[J,crtd 

, 

• - ~ 

! : . .f-i • -; -=:""l I ~ ~ S 
..!.. U 11 ....... _ I ! '-' \.. .• of the Divine 

t',,,,,. f nOfo 
POWcLfUi i';:leans U recn )lDg .. , ~ , . 

.... .J: ...... 

1 .... r 1 
j"l? i1'~iUl N r'!lq' 1 

i :'J~'1~" 0- 1'''''0 a"f1 
,.. 0 0 

rOrmH1g It _ ....... -' __ " J _ a.t .... ' _ 1 .i..¥ ... ..:~i) _ U 

] _-,,0 r d 
aUG t:iOil~elS, an! 

o 

a g()'J e n;ll n g 
D <~):::~iition to p1eafe 2.ud obey God in all 
n~ . ,,' L r ~ ... II. .. 

1 ">lniJ'~ I\S 1 i"'" "'1"S l'1r' e o,l"a:On reaulr~ . t &.: J b J • - ... ... _.J. \....0 (~ \'\1 ,-. '\.. \,.. .!. b ~.. 1. - ...., 

; . r,p:'l,° '-V' C'''':r l' r. t:le ~!~!Verlal rl(.~lce or lrtue O~ r-.iOill1elS; 
, 

t q ("'1 ..... _- )' , are chooie to . , , 
-• A ,\ ,"'::l. - ': 

';-1' ., __ - - I 

• 

J 
2. r, : I . ., ., -

and 

• 
r'l: t cl , 

o 

In 
~_ 0 

• 0 

there IS a 
tbo' 

of 
not a 
their 

and Dif-

, 

• 
.. , 

" 
1 - ., Cl •• • 

c~ I..J • 
, ~I""-"'-'~ ~ . r . . to , .. exert. 

" 
• 

• 

~t ~ t \""'-';; 
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vV' 
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"C Welfare of ~f1ankifldJ and the Tranquility 
u and Happinefs of the State." 

I proceed to fay 
o 3' RELIGION requires and implies many 
D llties in the various CharaCl:ersJ Relations and 
Circum (lances of Life, which tend immedi
ately to the Good of the Stlte. And art 
inward Principle of Piety will prOlnpt Men: 

. readily to perform them. A hint of the 
.principal of thefe Duties as they refpect Ru
lers and SubjeCts, will be all I hay! Time 
now to mention. And, 

UNDER the Influence of Religion, Rul~rs 
will difcharge the Duties of their im portant_ 
Truft with firiB: Fidelity. In the height o.f 
Elevation, they will not forget they have a 

o Mlfter in Heavens to whom they are ac ... 
t, countable, before whom they mufi: lhortly 
L' fiano, firip'd of all the Robes of State and: 
L 0 Enfigns of Grandeur, to give -an Account of !. 

r their Ste'11ardilii p. They know God req uin~s, . . 
t ; them, while they rule over ~1en, to ferve the __ • 

r: Lord,toferve him with Fear & to rejoice with·'. 
t : Trembling. .·Religion will in·fluenceandem;.. ~ 
. holden them to diftribute ufiice with 1m-i' . 

• 

5 partiality and Intrepidity; knowing that it . 

.f: the Gods, That he that ruleth over Mel!' . -. 
t I inuft be ju1l:, ruling in the fear of God. -111-. 

°il:1 rleaVCl1.lr to let udgment run dow·,.l as Wa-
I .- C lers, 
1 • , -
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ters, a.nd Righ teoufnefs as a mighty Stre~.ri1, 
as an irrefil1able Torrent;t bearing d{)wn all 
0ppolltion, and [weeping 'away \Vickerlne!s, 
Oppreffion and Ir:juflice from the Earth. " 
Religion, in the Life and Spirit of it, would: 
clifpofe Rulers to be fo far from any i}ims: 
a.fter arbitrary P~wer, as to be zealous Guar .. 
dians of the juft and important Rights of the 
Subject. It would greatly Influ~nce, not: 
only By making then1 afraid to fet themfelves , 
againfi: the Lord, and aglinft his Anointed;. 
but would tenlper the Thoughts of Dignity" 
cure a godIefs Thirfr for D'~[potifm, and [0 • 

keep thelTI back fron1 all guilty Reaches after. 
arbitrary POl.-ver, and teach thein to conducl: . 
as the IvIinifiers of G0d fer the good of their· 
Subjeets.. Religion would, above all other 
rl"'h- . .r.. ~ • • --1-' -; ..... > 

~-IDb/'}"S In.oDlretllen1 ~.Vltl1 pat~rnal enaerneis" 
~ - . , , r 

&; engage then1 to aCt ~s F 4ltilers or the People .. ; 
'l'here is no other PrinclDle of troe Patriot- 1 

L I 

iUll equal. to that of r ... eligion. IvIen have: 
indeed fometimes frcn1 lower PrinciDles· 

J .,. 

than thofe of Chrifrianity done well fOf:-l.he; 
. , .. ~ , 

~_ublic : But' certainly no other Prinei ples 
c~n acl:uate then1 with equal Force and A
]~crity to pur[ue the public Good. A Prin-, 
ciple of Holinefs is of a divine Original., and 
not only fiBs the !\<Ilnd "with V':.neration and· . . ~ -
A.we of the Divine r'4ajefty, but infpires'tpet 
Heart with Love to God and IVl.an. Suth; 

\' 

• 

, 
• • 

. '(":~""'-. 

• • 

, 
• . -. 

, ' " a,q 
t , "0·... :." , , . 

, 
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, 
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a Principle will enlarge the ,Ruler's Heart, 
:md engage him with l1nreftrained Benevo~ 
lenee to purfue the Good of alL Such Ru .. 
}crs would therefore willingly exert all tlEir 
pO'Ners, and employ their whole Time for I 

the'Interefr of their Country. And no doubt 
their greaten: and moll: valuable Interet1s will 

of fuch Rulers.! ·The Regulation of eOln
merce .·The Encour;lg~ruent of Agriculture 
a'nd Manufactures- The Promotion of Lear
ning. , The Prcfervation or Refwration of 
Liberty . But above all, Re~;g:on will meet 
with their warn1efi: Encouragcmcr;;t, be pa- . 
tronized by their Exampi,~, and their Heart~ 
will bleed for their Peo:.~le when under the 

. I 

Rebukes of Heaven~ or dre3.dfully expo[ed 
. to the Frowns of an ~ngry God for their A ... 

poftacy frotn h i111.-: In a \;Vord~ w hat like 
, , . 

Religion will he a i:mfce ofMat-:nanimity arid 
Fortitude in SC(I(Of)S of fpecial Danger? < < ' , 

WHEN nothing but the Teftimony of §'l- ".: 
unreproaching CvnL'ience, and the plaudit 
of the Omnifcient udge can yield Support, .. 
'wh'at but this will fupport them when .. re~' 
p3y'd with Igratitude for their noble and 

. f-denying Exertions for the Good of their 
,untry ? What but Religion will infpirit 

them with Refolution to perfiit with unre. 

: . :.. . th c 
i , 
t ' 

• 

, 

, 
• • , , 

... , . , 

• 
" , 

• • 
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the more abundantly they Love the lefs they tlre, (, 
beloved? Whc. t likt Religion will arm ~bofe in , 
Power agair:ft the Temptations to Pride and ., 
Luxury, Venality and Opprtffion which an 
elevated Station peculiarly expo[es to ? In 
£ne ; Religion and this only will Irfl uence ' 
them to exhibit fnch an Examp]e as {hall 
have the greatefi: Tendency to refornl a de
generate and backHiding People. As they are 
Gods by Office, R e1igion will render them 
God-I,ike in the 'Item per cf their Minds, in 
their public Adminifiration?, and in private 
Life. Such an Example as this would hav~ 
a reculiar Tendency to give Charms to Vir
tue, to w?ke Religion appear reputable and 
31r.lab1e, and to reform a vicicus Age. 
, FR 0 M there particulars it appears that Re .. 
ligkn in Rulers, not __ only in Speculation, 
but in Loye and PraCtice; not only proteCtOJ> 
'ed' by whcle10me L2.ws, but appearing 
in rc~l Life, and in high Life, would h~ve ~ 
!endency direBly to prcmote public F,ell. 
. .' . 

CltV • ., 

A1'I D no le[s \vo111d it do fo with Regard, 
't{) S·u1:j~tts. The Religion cf Chrift direC1s 
'11arlkil1d in georral to many puties which 
'b:"'te the rneil direCt Tendency to rend~r a 
,State pfofpercus at hcn1e, ar;d relj,;ectab1e"'a~ 

broad ; :H~d, v. hen it is cordiallv embraced" -• "1 !r rt 11 • , • 1 r 1 C' 
Wlj~ 't';E.r; ual;Y lr.C!lne t lenl to !ucn a o~-r 

- - d utt ~, 
, -• - , 

, 
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aua : For Righteoufne[s~ i. e. Holinefs eXlii 

alteth a Nation. -The Word of God ltricHy 
enjoins that Deference and Submiffion to 
Rulers, which is abfolutely nece1Tary for the 

threater.s and condemns a difobedient, muti .. 
nOUS and 'unruly Temper and ConduCt. In 
this Word God commands," "Let evert. 
U Soul be fubjeCt to the higner Powers,," 
. "Submit your felves to every OrdinanC~ 
c( of !VIan," (viz. w hieh is agreeable to.···th~ 

· Ordinance of Heaven "for the L0rd's fake~" 
· He that refills the juft Commands of lawful, 
· Authority is threatn.ed with ho lees Punifh .... 
; rnent than Damnation., Re1igiun t in \1 e , 
~ power of it, would eng?ge Ivlcn confcienci... : " 

• 

{Ouay to adhere to the Rules of !hi{}. uflice. ' .. !. 
k· To [peak the Truth in Love.,k' It vrvUld·.· .' .. 

[quiet and peaceable Lives, in aU lIonell, ' '. " .. : 
las well as Godlinefs.1 , It would banifh Lux- '.', 
[ . . 
, . 
~ury and IntcPlperance from the Earth; for . 
[the Grace of. God teacheth .to live [oherly , 
las well as righteouD y . and godJ y ," "Thefe . ~ 
\Things mGfi manifefily tend di r e61yaba::;-.:· 
.,neatly to increafe the public Tran·qui1ify·:~.:·, •. ",::;' 
lEnt betIde and above all this, t.he ncb,Je ana' '. ' 
• • 

~g(nerous ben~volent Spirit which real ChriC;';'_, . 

, witb~ :',:. '. 
b: ... t Rom. 13· 1: J Pet. 2, 13· 

I 
• 

-
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with, would hf.. .... e an tunfailing Tendency' 
(ifgenerally imbibed) to- promote general' 
Good~ and diffu[e H a ppinefs al1 around " "': 
A t--t:;(j " tr:r • 

eil.111, DarfO \V', contrCiCleG 1 ern per 1& \'ery 
inimical to the State. vV hen rvlen are w hoI ... 
ly intent on private Advantage, grudge every' 
Farthing wh~ch goes bel1de their cwn Cof~, 
fers, H and coil then1felves up in' the narrow, 
" and dirty Sbeil of private Interet1," the 
P ,-,. . i i b 1 .c J r{'" 1 I::: u'JHc WI 1 ·e neg,cdeQ'u .i ne ut2.te cannot 
prof-per. Religion is cail ulated in the high-: 
ell Degree to cure this Diaei~1 per. It en .. \ 
larges the Heart, greatens and fu blim:aes; 
the Views of the Nlind,.. That Benevolence 

" 

\vhich is the very Life and Soul of tile Religion' 
of the Gafpe1, em braces the whole Syftenl 'o( 
Being~)thro' thtU niverf~,in the Arms of difin., 
terefted Love. This then will be the noblefi~ 

• 

Principle of public Spiri t : 'Twill engage ano,: 
difpafe us to love our l~ eigh bour as ourfelves.: 
to pur[ue the public I-Iappinefs as our own( 
a.nd greatly to deny ourfe1ves, from a gene~ 

of Ivlankind. - ! 
~ 

-
, 

, 
• , 

~. -. THIS brings me to the Second genera; 
• 

Head1 viz. 
• 

II. THE prevalen-::e of Irreligion· "~an 
.\Vickednefs have a dreadful Tendency to t 

. Deflrtfai· 

, 
! , , , 
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Deil:rut1ion of a People: As Rightecufnefs 
exalts a Nation, [0 Sin is a reproach to any 
People. The general Pratlicc of Wil:ked
nds, necetTarily diminilhes and weakens a 
Stlte, and if Impenitently perfiiled in· will 
terminate in their 6 nal ruin., If [uch Per
[ons as are promoted to Place~_of Power and 
Trufl:, and fill the Seats of Govermnent, are 
deftitute of Principles of Piety, void of In
tegrity and Honor, it will have a baleful In
fluence on the State of the, People whom 
they govern. ' vVhatever Talents or A~com-

tute of thefe, there can be no fufliclent Se
curity of their pioving public Blefllngs: l\1 .. 'fi: 
probably the Doblef1 Talen ts will be abufed' 
aI}d profiitutedto ferve the vile Purpofes of 
Ambition, Avarice or Luxury, as their lead
ing Pa11lon chaaces to direet.· And what can' 
be expected unde.r fuch Rulers but a perpe~' , 
tt~al Series of Diilreties and udgments'?
What but' Scenes of Oppreffiofl, Violence, 
Corruption and Effemil'lacy ?, '.' ~ __ 
", THE Examples of fuch 1\1en will be vert' /:. 
fatal.. ,H If rvl,agiitrates have the Charact.e-rs ) 
'i' of Rulers of Sodom, it may be expeCt~d. 
" th~t their SubjeB:s will be the People<, pf· , 
',' Gomorrah." The wife. King of Ifniel" 
obfcrves, If ,a Ruler hearken to lies, aU the: 

" ' 

People are wicked. V/hen therefore Rulers: 
, " taka 

, , 
, 

• , 

, -
" 
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take no Care to make and execute fuch Laws. \ 
, , 

as are calculated to [upprefs Vice and Wick-l 
ednefs, and to encourage Virtue and Religi-; 

" 
vn~ rnuch more if Oppreffion, Venality or: 
~y Kind of Iniquity is encouraged; or i( 
by their evil Example they enervate the [ 
force of Laws, and put it 01Jt of their own' 
Power to eXecute theln to Advantage ; they l 
give a public In.vitation to their SubjeB:s to) 
make off all Reihaints to Sin, and to com ... '. 
{nit Iniquity with Greedinefs. Such Ruleri., 

. ha.ve brought infinite Mifchief on the Statei '; 
cs They have" as one fays) "like haleful, 
'-' COlnets, {pread Plagues a.nd Def0lation' 
" thrqugh 3. Land, by their malignant Infiu-
c.c en.ces." But, 

HO\VEVER virtuous, wife, faithful and ex .. , 
emplary Rulers are, if Vice and Irreligion: 
prevail among the People, fo that their go·, 
\!~rlng CharaCter is that of a fin.ful People, 
they have awful Reafon- to Tremble at God's: 
Difpleafure : Indeed, acc'-lrding to that De-

~ gree in which Sin pre'vails, it naturally weak
ens and injures the public Int~re(tJ as plainly 
appears from what has been already obferved. 
For in the fame' Proportion that Religio~ 
tends to the public Emolument, Irreligion 
tends to the Damage of the- State.- ·God, the' 
moral and righteous Governor-of the,Vi orld,hai 
eoocon.!htuted the Nature ofThings, a:nd orde''':' 

red 



.' 
. ., 

• 

An Elec1io1Z S E R J.~1 0 N. 
., 

25 

red the gen~ral COU1{e of his Providence, 
that the Con[equences of Sin in general, 
fhould be very pernicious to the Temporal 
as well as the futnre and eternal Intcrefls of 
M'~n. Nothing is more obvious than that 
many Sins tend to bring NIlC::ry, and indeed 
fwiftly to ha{1en Ruin al1d Deftrl1C1ion on 
that People am::>og v;,lwm they prevail. 

THUS Pride and Luxury, Venality, Injuf ... , 
tice and 0 ppreHion~ Intern perance and De-· 
bauchery \vill h:i,ve a Inr)f} fatr.l Influence 

; and fwiftly haften on every IGnd of Mifery .. 
, Dim pation, Indigence and Beggary tread on ; 
, the H~els of Luxuryp Pride and P'rodigality. 
: Men of thls Character, thus reduced by their 
• 

: evil C'Jurfes. often betake themfelves to Pra .. , , . 

; ftices r;::rnicious and ruil10ns tD their Coun-
" r h n· ~ - r-,q r C ,r ' .' f try, H1Ci as .t\ot),-,ery~ ! llelt, rJuDterreltlIlg .... 

; or if not to thef:, to others, if nwt [0 fcan~< . 
• • 

; dal,'ms, yet very hurtful and pernicious; f~c.h~ 
t as {harping, ovet-reaching, and the 15ke., ~ 
1 ldlends often clO8.ths a 1\1an ~vith Rags, ~nd 
•• l...._ , ,. , 
l reduces whr)le Farnilies to the moil fJrlora 

• 

and oiti:1.b1e Circurnflances. flJW oft~n do, 
I· _ • 

. the ilothel1l and indolent plunge d::ep int,:>~ 
, f' r. 1 b ',4 V' ? .. f ! lOme Of tile d. ove-mentl~)De,... Ices. or;l~~" 

'" to Il1ternper:Joce, which is J Vice which llYljt 

. 1- proper! y be more pl.rticulad ~r mentioned an,c{ 
• • 

, 1~1t1it~d OD, ~lS it couLl,ins in Embrio all other~ 
. - : • I. .. 

; Vices. Riot; Excc[s~ Dcb~l1cbery, Gamin'g, 
:. ~~,.'; D p'rophanenefs, 

. 
· ' . 

, 

, 
• 

• 

, • • .-. J 
• , 

, , . 
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take no Care to make and execute fuch Lawa 
as are calculated to fupprefs Vice and \Vick
ednefs, and to encourage Virtue and Re1igi
vn~ D1U~h Inore if Oppreffian, Veroality or 
a;1y Kiild of Iniquity is encouraged; or if 
by their ev~l Example they enervate the 
f._.rce of L-:;.ws, and put it Ol,lt of tbeir o\vn 
POilld t .. ; ex..;cute theln to Advantage; they I 

give a pUblic Invitation to their SubjeCts to 
ihake c;ff ali Re!haints to Sin, and to com
mit Iniquity with Greedinefs. Such Ruler~ 
have brought infinite Ivf ifchief on the State. 
u 'l'hey have" as one fays) "like baleful 
" Comets, {pread Plagues and Def8lation 
H through 1 Land, by their malignant InRu~ 
" ences." But, 

HOWEVER virtuous, wife, faithful and ex ... 
emplary Rulers arc, if Vice and Irreligion_ 
prevail among the People, fo that their go
ve~~-iing Charaaer is that of a flaful People, 
they have a\vful Rea[on to Tremble at God's 
Difplea.fure : Indeed p acc~rding to that De ... 
gree in \vhich Sin prevails, it natura-lly weak ... 
eus and injures the public Intere{t, as plainly 
appears from what has been already obferved. 
For in the fame Proportion that Religioll 
tends to the public EmOlument, Irreligion 
tends to the Damage of the State.' -God, t!1C

moral and righteous Governorof theVI urld,has 
Co con!htuted the Nature of Things 1 a'na. orde..,; 

red 
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Reli!!ion; there ali are the ..; 
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VILCS every 1. einplatlOn, enletllles .. HHl ema ... 
fcubtes himfelf, and is therefore in the high 
R.oad to Ruin. And with Rep-ard to States 

("l ' 

and Kiogdoms, all I-Ililory Vii tneheS, that; 
when fuch SiDs have prevailed [0 as to be .. 
come the general Char2.cler) they have been, 
cn the H:-;'V Brink of D~!lrudicn. Thofe 
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puni{b fuch a Peop1e .... V/hen therefore all 
thefe Kinds of Iniq uity prevail and abound 
am:mg a People, natural and Inofal Cau[r,:fj 
concur to render their Situtltion gloomy and 
difm:.ll. God fevere} y threatens tbcrn ; he 
fays of fuch a People, * ~, Shall I not vifit 
" for theCe Things?' and (hall not my Soul 
H be avenged on i~1Ch a Nation as this ?" 
His Treatment of the evvs, \ to \vave all o
ther In [lances) m:ly ferve for a j uJ1 Comment 
on his Pron1ifes and Tb'rcatnings of this !~ a-

.' 
tare. ,By viewing their Circurnfiances at any 
givea Tinle, a pretty CXJEt !ldgment might 
have been drawn up of the S~ate of Religlotl 
al!l1ong then1 : And that compleat Deftruc ... 
tion which they finally [uffered for obflinat$ 
perreverance in Sin and Rejeclion of Grace, 
when God overthrew them, eVen as he o
verthrew SodoCQ and GomQrrah, is left on 
flCreG Reccrd, as a U1:)nitory ExarnpJe to an 
other Natic.ns. . 

, 

TI-llS brings me to the h1.fr Ob{i~rvation ; 
• 

Ii r. Tn A T if a People have revolted 
from God, Repentance and Reformation an~ 
the nlfJ{l certai nand bt::'£t IVleans t8 prevent 
their Ruin, and ref tore thetn to the divine 

, 

Favour. Indeed there are the only Thingil 
p1en tioned in the Text. It is true) when a 

Peoplt 
• 

• , 

• 
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People by their own 
are reduced into 1,)w 

, . 1 " r tnre:HDeG witn lOre 

Folly ~nd Prodigality 
CircLlnlfi.ar~ces~ or are 
TuugmeDts and heavy 

oJ U 

Calamities, they are to ufe all preper I\-ieans 
of a 'civil aLa prudential I"[ature, as well as 

; r • , h ({. . r. i r '. f 
tno~e WhiCl more hflCLY lpeakwg are 0 a. 
religious Kind. Fi'ugality, a prudent Regu-
l·- .. :· .... -~ r.C' c·{··l .... ,""'1 1 r.or.1r...,er('~al 1\ L1.:t""'1"-c ,... Vi" d,li.V1.l Vl Iv! ~uu ~ d.u _1~ 1 Lilla. iv, c.l. -

gorOD:: }::xertion to pre[erve their j ufi Righ ts, 
-. l • 11 -, 1 d rr 1 are ail Dig) Y re2ionaOll: an nectuary; t 1ey 

are no ways inconfii1ent with Religion or 
contrary to RepcDt:lrlCe. But ali thefe are 
in[ut11cient without Repentancc. They can
not enfure Su~ce[s; they have no Promife 
freIn God. In a Vvord, \vh~te-ver be their 

, 

Struggles and Exertions; \\'hatever the Ex-
pedients they ui't\ yet if tbey leave Repen~~ 

C i r. n" t f: 
",...,re> "'l1t 0', ~'IP. \.!.,';'<> 1r1on t·'lP;T are very ar d ,[ J r..,.... '-" V \.4. Co to J.... \...ot' • .L \,.,., ... ... ~ .j , & .... ) 

from anvcertaintv of Succefs; rather they 
J J 

have Rea[oD to fear tbat the beft concerted 
PLins v.'ill pro'~1e z..bortive, acel that God wiB 
• "''''c i1 t hp :')) bv Ti'Vr,p<'l;pn rp t'n·at thle Race l·S i. '- "-.. .. ... '- '-*- )' J •• j-' "- J \...l.J ___ ,.1 J:. ..... 

! r· J~ 1 " 1 • fl: not to tne l'.\·:lIt, nor tne DCi.tt!e to Hie rong, 
that their o\vn Strength is vVeaknef~, and 
that Sal\'~tion is ordy from the Lord. 
. IT is al1o'i.ved that in fome extraordinary 
Cafes God h~s for fome Tiil?e fpared a very 
~ £" t n l f ' d" d . d lltlIUi reopie .f0m nnrne late an lmpen -
i:;g' Ruil1 UPO!1 the IntercefiJon of eminently 
g·.::dl,y .~I-:~1. '"l'hus he [pared Ifrad at'the 
. requ~it 

-
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requeft 0f :\l'Jfes OD. their Behalf. But in
this Cafe G,A] took fufficient Care to [ecure: 
the honour of his Law,. by the fignal Pu .. 
niihment 'whi,h h~ inflicted on th-em who. 

the Prayer Of Nlcfcs, he fays; "But as· 
" truly as I live~ all tb::, f>"tJth f)1all be filled, 
H. with the' Glory of dl~Lord." . This 

· threatning God accomr,I: ::;<d when hefhut . 
• thofe murmuring:, fiifi necked lfraelites out 
· c... . 

• of the T ,;:md of Canaan, and their Carcafes 1" , - . 

:. periihed in the Wildernefs. _ . 

· {pared a People for. fome Time, whofe ge
l neral CharaCter was very bad, on Account 

i when with Fervency anp 1m portunity: they 
: have interceeded for them; or tho' he may 
f: have fuf})ended the immediate Exe~ution of 
t Puniiliment on the Account of a partial or 
I meerly external Reformation; I belie,ve Re~ 
!pentance attended with Ref0rmati®n as . the 
~ general ChJratter of a People, has the only 

~is fincere, univerfal and evaIlgdical ; as im.., 

• 

, 

plies an in wrought godly SQ[row' for Sin,as 
a",ainft a God of infinite pu)tit.y, Righteouf-

~ DC(, 
'" 

: '. t· Num. 14. 2I. 
· ',' 

• . . "'I 
. ... . 

• \ A • 
• , J( \ 

• • 
• • 

• • • • , 
• 
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, , 
! 
I 

I 
i 

nefs and Goodnefs ; as preduces an inward,! 
real averfion to all Sin, and endeaveurs a~l , 
gainft it. Such a Repentance; wl1erein the: 
S,')ul taking its whole Encouragements from, 
the fvIercv of God re'Vca1ed and manifeftedi 

~ ; 

in tbe divine Redeelner, returns to God by[ 
a. glorious Chrii1:, as its rightful, original So .. t 
vereign and only Happioefs; in a vVord,[ 
r. h p. I' c· . f f iUC a .. epentance wnereln every VlI1 IS or-[: 
Lken. Refonnation fronl all evil Vi ays,r 
2;nd a Pracrice of aU n10ral ar:d chriftian!' , 
Duties will accomoanv true RepentaBce. l 

J ./ ' , 

AND where fllCh a Repentance takes Places\ 

though among a People who have been veryf 
wicked, and whole backiTiciogs have been:; 
2ttended with the mof~ crimfon A2pr3vati.J 

L)~ _ 

ons, it will be a l\le3ns of averting the di",i-
vine Difple~fur~. God v-~'ill return in Ivlercy 
to them, -and build thenl up. 'fhe manyt 

has made in his 'Vord, that Repentance ~ndr 
R c· l' h· . d'[.'· erormatlOn are ~,c ie-caDle to 1m, are In l.~ 

u ! 

penfibly required by piin, and are the only~ 
T 1· h' ·'1· f t er01S on W Hei ne .Wl! turn away fllmf 

\1n~~)Ubted Evidence which \ve have that' 
thefe have been frequently the ]\!Ie;los d 
averting impending Danger, and Lving from, 
rleferved Ruin ; are fllfl-icient to put this 
1-latter out of all doubt; and thertfor~ {benld . ' 

• " b~ • 

• 
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be an effectual Inducement to a People, how-
eler fiJlful and degenerate, however afHicled, 
or however threatned, though on the very 
BJrders of Extermination, to turn to God, 
through Chrio:,'by unfeigned Repentance. 
The kind Declarations and Promifes which 
'God nude to the ews, of this Nature,' are· 
very rnany and exprefs; and they were con
tinued even to the lail: ; when they were on 
the Brink r,l Ruin. -Such was their Dege .. 
neracy that God fays of them, t " Ah finful 
" N,ltion! a People laden with Iniquity! 
" a S~ed of evil-doers! The w hole Head 
" is flc k: The whole Hear! is faint/' III 
• 

fine, [uch ~vas their Degeneracy, {uch their . 
Obfrinacy, that the Threatnings of Almighty 
God are levelled ,,_direct I y againft them;
thre:ltnings not meerly of paternal Chafiife-· 
ment, 25 in the earlier Days of their State,
but of the entire DdhuB:ion of the King
dom. The Tvleafure of their Sins was full,. 
and God {eems to be bringiflg Evil on theln,..; 
even to the uttenno(L He was juil: about 
to pluck up, to pull down and to dellroy .. 

• 

I. The Nation is here compared to a Vine·. 
yard; the Similitude is pertinent, and the 
threatned Dcf1rutlion conlpleat. If the. 
Fences be thr6wn down which {urrounded. 
t ll(' ,vrl'DPv"rd t 1ne ""'v"'~np(' ph'cLr{'d up by th-~ ""'. _ ..... ; n. ... ,!. J, .. J"'~"\::&."'~ '" . 

. IlootSt .. 
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Roots, and the Beafts of the Field let in and , 

futtered to lay it waile, and to tread it~own 
fo that it [hohlld grow up no more, the 
Vineyard is compJeatly deftroyed. Furth 
God fay-s, "Thou fruit fay unto tht!m, 
" ;rhus faith the Lord of Hotls, even [0 will 
" I break this ~eople and this City as one 
Cf breakcth tL Potter's Veffel that cannot be 
" made whole again;" But behold the Cle
mency of God, " If that People,,> againft 
"whom I have pronounced, turn from 
u their Evil, I will repent of the Evil that 
" I thought to do unto them." Again, God 

, fays, "\Valli . ye, make you dean, put 
'"' .away the evil of your Doings fron'l before 
n mine Eyes; Ceafe to do evil, Learn to 
" do well.. Come now· and let us ~Reafon 

• 

" together faith the Lord, though your Sins 
,~ be as Scarlet, they !hall be as white as 
cc Snow, though they be red like Crilnion, 
~,. they alan be as Wool. If ye be willing 
" and obedient ye iliall eat the good of the 
,.., Land." , 

I J-.lIGHT a1[0 !hew many Inllances in' 
which God has appeared in his 'piovidence, &' 

. fignally delivered a penitent People from 
ntultiplied Difrrei1~s ; but it is needlefs to re-' 
cite particular Facts for tbe Pm'pore, fiore' 
.' ., ., 1. d ~T'f) r ' everyone acquamtea 'i.vlttl 12.([<:; ..... lHwry er • ..:' 

t Jer. 19. I I. 

• 

'. , pc'cia 11)7..: 
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, 

a Time * when theyreb~l1ed againfi: theWords 
of GJd, and contemned the Counfel of the; 
Moft High; fo that he brought' down their
Heart with Labor, they fell down and there 

• 
, 

was none to help. Then they cried unto the, 
Lord in their Trouble, and he faved them out ,,' 

, 

of their D ifireffes • 
, . 

FROM what has been faid m',lY be inferred 
the fuperlative Excellency of Religion, which 
is calculated to promote the nohleft Ends,' 
viz. to form'Men in every Chara'Cler an<l 
Relation to love and honour God, and to pur~' 
fue and promote the higheil:: Intereft and, 
truedl: Happinefs'" of Mankind., . ".'; " ' 

, of wicked Men, who while they are, inor~"::"', 
dinately perfuing their prefent and private,." < 
.Interdl:, in the neglect and contempt ofRe~_:; ,::, 
ligion, aCt in direCt Oppofition to both, .and .. , ' 
[0 eXPQ{e themfelves to everlafiing Deftr~~~:', 
tioo, for lefs, for worfe than nothing. ',!'-.';, 

WE learn further, that it is a Thing. 6f,: ' 
the lail: Importance to a People who are U~~" ';,; 
der the evident Frowns of Heav~n, critically,'.: -,'" 
to examine what is their real CharaCter' ::', " 

. ~ ", 

,'And if it lhould appear that they have'dope". , 
':~vil in God's"" Sight, and have not obeyed'- '". 
. ,', E, ' his 

, 

. . " .. , , - ~ 

" • J , 
, 

, ' ,. . '. . .. '.. .', . . .,-
I' .' .; ••. ' • 
, .. , 

, 

, , 
, 

, 

• , 
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Roots, and the Beafrs of the Field let in and , 

futtered tQ lay it wafte, and to tread itgdown 
fo that it [hohlld grow up no more, the 
Vineyard is compleatly defiroyed. Further 
God fay-s, H Thou fl1J.lt fay unto them, 
" 'fh!.ls faith the Lord of 1-10L18, even [0 will 
" I break this ~eople and this City as one 
" breakcth ~ P:)tter's Ve{fel thz.t cannot be 
" mlde whole ag~in'>' But behold the Cle
mency of God, " If that People, againft 
"whom I have pronounced, turn fronl 
u their Evil, I will repent of the Evil that 
" I thought to do unto them." Again, God 

. fays, "\Valli . ye, make you clean, put 
c, .away the evil of your Doings frorn before 
n mine Eyes; Ceafe to do evil, Learn to' 
" do well.· Come now and let us ~Reafon 

• 

" together f~ith the Lord, though your Sins 
,~ be as Scarlet, they (hall be as white as 
(C Snow, though they be red like Critnfon, 
~,. they 111all be as 'rVool. If ye be willing 
" and obedient ye !hall eat the good of the 
c', Land." . 

I :MIGHT alfo £hew many InHances in' 
. which God has appeared in h is 'providence, &. 
fi2:nall~1 deiivered a peaitcnt PeoDle from. 

. ~ ~ l 

" t" 'D'f1. ('(' b .. ,. r. nlultlplleO ltlren~s;. ut It IS neecHelS to re-
e;"p pa .. t;ru,1ar L'~(0ts t;r'L" d-a P"l'norl"" fioee' .l L ,... 'L ;....! l.' ct. '- .1 L' " .... .! \,..r u. '- 1". ,_ , _.1. 

I . 
. • , ., I~ d t T' () f. . 
e~' e r von e n C (" q ') ! ~ ~ a. .-, n : ~ ~ ! , 1" r· .. \-. ;--1 j 1 ,- u.., rye' .I r J L a. .... 1 '" ~ .t L .. II. \",0 U \. t .. "" l_ '- ...... J. ....... ... _ L .... 

t Jer. I9. 11. 

. . -,." 
. . peC.l.:Jj y .. 

II T r.., I I 6. r '1 . I f.I '9-' ." .. I ....... , /) U; • .... . . , 

• 

• 

. , 
• 

• • 
• 
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a Time * when they,reb~l1ed againfi: the Words 
of GJd, and contemned the Counfel of the: 
Moll: High; fo that he brought down their 
Heart with Labor, they fell down and there 

• 

was none to help. Then they cried unto the, 
Lord in their Trouble, and he faved them out .. 

, 

of their D iftreifes . 
, . 

FROM what has been faid m?y be inferred 
the fuperlative Excellency of Religion, which 
is calculated to promote the nohleft Ends, 
viz. to form'Men in every CharaCl:er and 
Relation to love and honour God, and to pur
fue ilnd promote the highefl' Intereft and' 
truedl Happinefs~: of Mankind., '. ' ; " 

· WE mayalfo infer the inexcufable Folly., 
: of wicked Men, who while they are inor~" 
,dinately perfuing their prefent and private( '" 
.Interefi, in the neglect and contempt ofRe~ _,: " 
Hgion, aCt in direCt Oppofition to both, ,and .. 
fo expG>fe theI-nfelves to everlafting Deftr~c~" .' 
tioo, for Iefs, for worfe than nothing. . ,i ". " , 

WE learn further, that it is a Thing 6f .. 
the Iail Importance to a People who are un ..... , ' :. 
der the evident Frowns of Heaven, critically," .. : 
to examine what is their real Charatter':' 

,~. . 

-.~v~l io God's~' Sight, and have not obeyed' , 
E· hi~ 

, 

"",,.,a. \ -"?' 

-· -• • • • • · , . ' 
•••• • 

• · , , 
: . " , .. . ' 

Pf~1. 107. fII IZ, 13. 
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• • • • -

bi~ Voice. ~ If it filould appear efpecially that 
they have gone away backward, and forf~ .. 
~~~ tbe Lord, ~hat they fpeedily he~rken to 
¢e Warnings of God's Word, and repen~ 
~nd refonn what i~ arllifs.,. It appears ~1 
indifp~nfible N eceffity that. every Order of 
~en in their various Capacities, exert them-:, 
felves vigoroufly to promote ~ Work of fuch' 
Difficulty and Importance. And as in this 
critical Day th~s is' the Duty of all, fa it is 
i.n many' n.efp~cts, eminently. the Duty of 
Rulers. ' 
~ As therefor~ in Obedience. to his Honor's 
Command' I aan~ in this Place on the pre-
f~nt 9ccafion, may I be allowed, with al~ 
due Deference and RefpeCl:, yet wi th a Fr.ee~ 
dom be~omi~g the minifterial Office, to ad .. 
(lrers the honored Legiflative Body of this, 
Government, pre[ent in the general A«em~' 
1>ly this Day. . 

- . WOlt THY and renowned Fathers, 
- - ., . 

I TRUST it is the ardent willi of many: 
i_D t4is G.overnm~ntt that you may have Suc .. 
ce,fs ~qual ~o your Defires and Endeavours 
for the public Good ; ap~,that YCl;i may be 
long co~tinued in your important Pofts o~· 
Government, to exert your well known A .. 

ge:~J watching for the public Peace,and at the . 
. fame,.' 

, , 
• '. I • . . " . 

- ,>' I 
• • 
· , : 
· " . . , " . , 

, , . . , , ' 
: ~' , .. 

• •• . i . 

- " ' 
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fnoti'ng Religion. ' , " '., , . 
I T IS a fignal Honor to you, tevered Se-:' 

ilators) that by the Suffrages', of a, Pe'o'p'~e~ 

'Affairs of Government in a Sea fan fo pec~

Confidence repofed in you is indeed great, 
and we trufl: and have Reafqo" hj hope, yoUt 

ertion will be anf werable to our ExpetlaU- . 

W H A 'f Expedieri ts of ,a political N atu~e 
'are' requifite It this Day to guard .oUr jult 
. Rights, to reg'ulate Con.)'merce" to en,courage 
ManufaCtures, Agricultur6' and Oeconohijr.", 
we leave to your Wifdom, not dOl!btirlgyb~r," 
Care. Thefe Things have be'en: freq:uently ", 

. . ,.' '. , 

and moll: pertinently urged,efpecially (jf ~~t,eo 
.; My SubjeCt leads me to Confid~ratibn,s' 6f 
another N attIre, however not le(s'imporfant. 

THA T we are involved in great'Cala'mi-
. ties, and have Reafon to fear niH greater, in . " 
this Day of perplexing U nCflrtainty arid 
doubtful ExpeCtation, is fo Obv'ious that 'it , 

Theme. And whatever are the immediate 
Sources of thefe Diftreffes, our Sins are rio. . . . .' 

Doubt the procunng Caufe. Our' Iniqui .... 
. . ' - . Ues 

, , . . , 
, . , . ' 

.' y, 
" 

, 

'.l. -... . .. 
, ' . . .. 

• 
, 

, 

, 



• 

• 

36 An EleCiion S E R !v! 0 N . 
• 

-ties have feparated between us and our God. 
That Prophanenefs, Impiety and SeBfuality 
which have prevailed, and do frill prevail 
among us, (may I be allowed to fay) with 
too much Impunity; " Our fiupid Forget
u fuinefs of God, and our general negleCl: 
" (under all our Struggles and Concern of 
c, the only effectual Way of Deliverance, 
c, from all the Calamities we feel or fear," 
thefe things point to us in a ftriking Light 
the Neceffity of Rep~ntance and Reforma-

• 
tlOn. 

UNDER God, our Eyes are nato you, our 
Dependance is upon you,. to exert yourfelves 
iI1- your Places of Dignity and Authority, 
with yet greater Spirit and Vigilance, that 
you may not bear the Sword in vain, but be 
· a Terror to evil doers, and aPraife and Encou-
· ragement to them that do well. "Ve hope for 
the Continuance of your friendly Care to the 
· Seminary of Learning in this Government, 

.' that you will prolnote Learning, and eneou-
: rage a learned Tvlinifiry, between which and. 
Religion there is fo cloCe a ConneCtion. vVe 

• a1fo' truft you will with Firmnefs fupport 
. our religious Conftitution in this Govern

ment, as being well calculated to fubferve 
the Int~refts of Religion. And if it be pof.
£Ible, either by enaCting ether Laws, or more 1 
pun l:!ual1y executing the many good ~l1d:· 
. . whQlefotne.,·. 

, . . -: .. ~"I_t - '.,' 
• • • • 

• • • 
• .. . , , ~ , .. , .. ' • • , . 

1 . - , . 
•• • 

• 
• • 

, . 
• • 
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,wholefome Laws novl in being, to fupprefs 
the growing Prophanenefs, Intemperance; 
Contempt of W orfhip and Prophanation of 
the Sabbath, which are vifible and awfully 

,increafing among us, it would have a happy 
Tendency to promote Reformation.' 

ONE very honorary and expreflive" Cha .. 
raCter given to Rulers in God's Word, is that 
of Gods; this implies that they iliOlald be' 
God-like, and as far as hU'111ane Infirnlities 
will permit) ..imitate the God of Gods. And 
what a glorious Pattern is held up to the 
Rulers View ia this particular ? W'hat 
moundlefs Compaffion God has !hewn to a 
guilty apoUate World? What has he left 

,undone to reduce guilty Rebels to Repent-

, 

, anee, Love and Obedience? We truH: yqu " 
will imitate, this glorious Example. Th~t ., • 
you " will fympathize with your Peop.le.ln, 

, " their Difficulties and Sorrows, and feI}'fi • 
• c bly re[ent all the Evils they groan u'ude·r, , ,~ 
" even when they fuffer by their own D~~ , 

, , 

, " fault: That your Bowels of Compa$0B, " 
" will peculiarly move towards them, '\vhe1:l': 
,~ they are un-de,r deep Apoflacies fromG9d. 
"and under terrible 1m preffioDs of pis' 
" Wrath,. both in Temporal udgments and 
" Spiritual Plagues. As the l:leatl if! the 
" natural Body fees the qneafy:State of the 

" ,: u whole and each l\1ember, fo you will have 
, 

, , " a " ... ~..,' . 
,-!. },I . . . '.. .. 

, , .. ' .' .. 
• _,<'i • 

.. ' /' - . . .; .. , ' , . ' , .,. , .' . , 
, ' , 

: .-
, " , ' .' , . , 

-,' -. 
. . . . , ' , 

.f 
, , .. 

• 
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." a mQit fenfible Share, in 311 the L0ffes, 
,~ Reproaches, Burdens and Dangers, that 

--" are among this People; and your Te'n~ 
" dernefs will be expre[s'd, in taking the 
" beft rvlea[ures for their Relief and Com
~, fort." 

SUCH Rulers as have been Friends to God 
, and to Religion, who have been nurfing F(i

thers to the Church, have mourn'd for her 
AffliCtions, critically obferv'd her Dec1enfi-
ons, and nobly exerted themfdves to bring 
about a,Reformation, have embalmed their 

.llfemori-;s with Pof1:erity, and their Names 
bave been tranfmitted to future Gent-rati
ons. with peculiar: f-Jonors. l\-1uch m'ore, 
precio'us are their Memories than thofe of 
the moil: renotNned Heroes, or lVIen of the 
moll: eXllted Geniufes, who were yet defii-

: tute of and paid no regard to Religion. 
SUCH a Ruler was lVlo[~s) a rvlan mighty 

in Faith and F'raver, eminent for Patience 
" and Meeknefs, willing to relinquiill Fame. 

· and even to lay down his Life for the good 
· of God's chaftn People. 

How glorious is the CharaB:er of N ehe
miah. and of Hezekiah and ofiah Kings of 

o udsh, as Reform,ers and lovers of Religion? 
· Such have been many of our Rulers in this 

Government Such in' an eminent Degree 
· wa's our la.te Governoro And was not he . 

. 
• 

• 
1n 

• 

• 

• 

. . - . , 
• • 

• 
, 

, 
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, 

g,,~, 
• • · .. , 

t in fon1e good Degree alfo deferving of tBe 
fallle Character by whofe Deceafe a Bre~h
is mqde in the honor~ble Council- Board t-

, 

He who had with aria: Fidelity and to uni~ 
verfal Approbation executed the various Im~' 
portant Trufls which were repofed in him,. 
and migh t have been ferviceahle to the State 
yet for many Y ~ars, had God feen fit t() 

have fpared him to us. But Rulers as well 
as others muft die. Though Gods by O'lfice~ 
~bey are Men by Confiitution, and mufr in 
;his Regard fiand on a levd with their Sub..,; 
j~a:s. Animating Thought! How uncertaitl 

, the Term of Life and Opportunity of Ufe", 
fuInefs I And how glorious .and incompre-

~f faithf~l and rehgtous Rulers? ' 
MAY you (honored Fathers) be the hapP1-' ' 

Jnfiruments of promoting Religion, of effec- ' 
1ing Reformation; may you be indeed Fa.;., 

and late be received to thofe difringuiHling . , 
Honors which await them who have fened ' . ' 

their Generation by the V/ill of God. • 

Sa 
t The Honorable ZEBULON W£ST, of T&Uand, wh~ 

was a.g' e:lt Prom-oter of Peace and good Order in the Towli 
aod Ci'll'.rcn where he belonged; for many Years aJulli{;t 

I of ::':(; :;\:~lce, one of the judges of the County Court, 
I a Ju>c ".:: \ he Probates, a Member and ,)pcaker in, the 

, 

. , . 
- Low::- f':'::U i~. of the general AfI'embly, and eleGted iut<t " 

, 
• 

, . 

the ,~~<:\,o:i, -;.d~ UaJer Houfe in ~hy Ian. . 

, 

.. 
• 

• 
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. S·) great a part of the f pecial Bufinefs of 
the lVIiniiters of Chriil:, is to inculcate Re-

/.fucb i~. the general CharaCter of this Order 
of I\1en in thiSa Government, that I cannot 

• 

· doubt of their cordial Concurrence and fin-
• 

cere Endeavours to pron10te a vVork fo 1m .. 
portant and neceffary at this ·Day. 

Reverend Fathers and Brethren, 
. IN this apofiate and fiBful Vvorld it has 
ever been the Errand on which God has 
f;;nt forth his AmbaiTadors to preach Re
pentance, and Re~onciliation toGod, through 
a rVlediator; and at fpecial Seafons to give 
"Varning of impending Danger, and in.cul":' 
cate Repentance and Reformation, by all 
pollible lVlotives. . 
- "* NOAH warned the antediluvian World 
of imminent De1truttiDn, and incu1cated 
Repentance for a long Spice. This was the 
great Errand on which the Prophets were 
ient to the ews. The Burden of all their 
1Vleffages wa~, Turn now unto the Lord with 
an your Hearts. And as their Sins increafed 
and God'~ hldgments were more numerous 
and awful, and efpecially when tbe ilnpend"; 
ing Storm thickned, and feen1'd ready to 
burR on their guilty and defencelefs flead~ J 

the . 

• -

• 
. ..' 

• 

" • • 
• • • . . 

• • 

• - ,~~ 

• 
• 
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the Prophets w~re ordered to r~double ~h~ir 
Efforts, and with an honeft Freedom a'nd . . .. . . . , .. . 
pious Zeal, poin~ out th~ir Danger, ~nd ~~~ 
Reafons of it. Thus Ifaiah is directed to * 

,11 - • • • .... .' 

cry a1011d .and fp~r~ not, ~p lift up his Voic~.,' 
like a Trt;lmpet, an4 te> thew un~o God's Pe,o~ 
'pIe their Tr~~fgrefiion .' ".Th~ weeping Pr()~ 
phet is rent w~th many [uch lV1eiTages as that 
in our Text., ,,,When ohn, the ilnm.edia~f! 

. -, . '. 

Fore-runner of Chrifl: appear~d, he cri,e~, / 
" Repent, for the Kingdom of Heave~ is a,t:, 
" Hand.'\ .. 3 And our bleffed Saviour, ~s the 

• • • • • 

firft of all his Metrages, proclaim;ed, t " ~e,:" 
H pent, and b,elieve th(: Gofpel." A.. t,9 
add no more Inftancess S,t. Paul in few., ords 

.' , • r. \~.,. 

tells us what was the mai.n Bu6nds' arii . - " ..... , ... ",-' 
" • • . ... J ... ' ~ ~.. 

· Practice of the firfi: Preachers of t~~ 9~fp~1, 
and which no doubt we lhould imita~,d~eltl 

• ," • • 4 ~. _"'~ 

in) H Now then we are Ambaffadors o.f 
• • 

" we p\ray you In ,~hn£l's fiead, be ye recon~ " .. 
" ciled to God:' And does not the Provi~ -.' 

, . .'" . .' 

> 
'.' 

dence pf God :point out to us m~nypeculia~ ... 
Motives an.d loud Warnings, to be very ear- ' .. 
nell, vigilant and diligent in preffing Repe~~ 
tance 'and Ref~r:mation, on the People of ~~~~ 
Governnlent ~ Perh~ps never in this -_~,i\.n9 
was there great~r need of .R.ef9r~atio~, -~~ 

OJ loud-:r calls to it. God expects We d
-. . . ,F '. join 
" ',. Hai. 58. r. fJ Mat. 3. l. :LMar.k J. ,IS. - , 

, 
;: . t ~ Cor. 5· 2Q. 

, 
• . . - • . . 

• , 
" .. -

• , 

. ' 
, , 

, ., 
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join with our worthy Rulers in' this moll: 
imp~rtant "Vork, and not only faithfully 
fhew this 'People their Sins and Deferts, but 
fincereIy bewaii their and our own Sins, and 
deprecate God's udgments. In this D3Y of 
Darknefs and Ditlre[s, ought not the Prieils, 
the l\1inifiers of the Lord, above all others, 
tQ weep and to fay, " Spare thy People, 0 
" Lord, and give not up thine Heritage to 
"Reproach." In brief, it appears clearly 
that Repent3.nce and Reformation are that 

• 

{)ne Thing needful at this Day, on which 
our political ~.nd t(:~';J po~'~! Sah"atiol:, as well 
as our etetDal depends; and that God jufrly 
eXD,~3:5 that we! ahove all others, ihould be 

• 

fenfibl~ of it, and endeavour to promote theIne 
• 

T '" "1-1 ,.. ...--, h CIS then lnJu u eDgfols 01]; l·;"~Qug. (s, en ... 

gage Oilr S:;licitude, and em ?loy our Time. 
l\ 'OD r ·~lr.,.1,.: l..\1y;~blv f' ~~~I1. tha~ as \"'e ; 4.""1_; .I. i.' uu~u lL ... :li i.' ';bb~U" l.1 I. 'y i 

'would [uccc:d in O~jr E'1ce~.voLirs, we muft/~; 
h,)ld fa:t the FO~ln c.f [:Jund ,Yords, and?" 

J , •• 1 ! 1 1 D Cl.' ,. .,....., au ne~'e InV10!aD.:. y tJ ~ne: JOC: nn ~s ot (,jr?ce., 
t hore fj"~at T n1p -. ....... - ..... t D,,/~)·~~ne(" ,."7l-,;~n' .I.~ 1 t b • \.,,' .. 1. ~", ;,,:. L U.1l _ U '~~ ~ ~" oJ, ,.) ... .1 .. \~ 0 U r 

P;O·l~ "",coOl""c h,-o.~..J Ql,(l Coy, wl~!r11 t'n"'y i :;, [ll.~ '-l. "'i <J .1..:.. ... '-1, :;. Ju l _ H ... L! L 

ji ir .1 ) ... h jO r
0 1('1 h' UHt:reU :1.18 tl e p_d!n, raitl1 .. l] prcac ii.ng 

of there which is like to be attended with 
Surce[s. It was oc[erved by t a worthy 
G t-' .r. -v- l' 0 (" en..1eHili1 Wine J. ears 2,5°, on L1lS cC211on, .. 

. " "preaching 
t The Rev'd Mr. Lock wood, of W ea thcrsfield l ill, hi~ : 

Eleetion S~rmODJ 1754. • • 
• · 

• 
• 

• · • 

• 

• 
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CI pre:l<:hing of Cbrifi crucified, and his un-
cc fearchable Ri.;hcs} the n:crit of his Croes, 
" the Frevalencc of his In"ercdli.)n. ~lfh.i the , -
" Power of his Grace. and the Lther pe,:u" 
" liar DoCtrines of the Gurpel , that are.nedrly 
" conneCt-ed therewith~ God h4S been wont 

• 

" efpeciall y to own and hIers, to the pro-
" dueing of Faith t()\vards cnr Lcrd dus . 
" ChriH, and Repentance from dead 'VVorks, 
" and all the excellent Fruit~ ot Righteouf. .' 
" nefs in Life and Converf~Hion.." -

• 

. MAY I be allowed j uti t:) Heid, that Union 
anlong ourfelves is greatly neceiTary, tbat we 
nlay be fuccefsful in Ollr Efldeavou!·~ to pro
mote the Interefl: of Religion among others. 

SCARCE any Thing has given tl greater 
Advantage to the Enernies of the Church,· 

,; than that Difcord which has prevailed among' 
Chrifiians ; or any Thing fiab'd the Caufe 
of Religion with deeper vVounds than thore . 

. Contentions and unchrifiian Alienations·. 
. , 

which have took Place among the Clergy; . ',' . 
may they never prevail among us; may we. ' .. 
let alone Con tenti.on before it is any further':: 
meddJed with. While we contend for the'" ':. <, 

• • 

Faith, may we take heed that it is indeed'··' . 
th~ Faith of the Go[pel, and thofe plain~ . 
great, important l'ruths which have a Ten-. 

) dency to prolnote practical Godline[s, and not " 
. fubtil Speculations and fcholaihc Niceties: 

. And 
• 

• ' . 
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And while we look upon ourfe~ Yes 0 b lige~ 
to contend earneftly, Jet us alfo contend 
meekly, and not 100ft Sight ,'of C;;hatity, in 
the Defence of Orthodoxy. Should Dot th~s 
thought, that there are c"ruel Foes eBough 
abroad, \vatching for our halting, and re,
joicing in our Divifions, ~ement us in the 1 

clofeft Union to one another? Should we 
not, as Servants of the meek and lowly e
fus, forbear one another in Love, and unite 

, ' 
" 

is this Day 'of great IJegener~cy and Cala-
nlity, in every probable, fuitable 'and prudent 
:r..1ethod to promote the comn1on Good : ',2 

Above all, are we not under the m"oft [acted .' , 

Obligations to join in humble fervent Sup-
pliCations, to that God who heareth Pl ay'er, -
who loves Unity and Fervency in our ,Re
queLls, wh1!> has n'ever faid to the Haufe of 

acob, Seek ye me in vain; wl~o has often 
in anfwier to the united, humble Petitions of 
his Servants, appeared for Zion, and for 
l'~e\v-England in 'particular. In fhis there
fore I trull: there will not be 'a di1Tenting 
Voice, or a difuniting thought among us. 

, 

THIS brings me to conclude, with an, Ad-
"drefs to this numerous "Affembly.' ' 

You nave been often told, my Brethren, 
that this is the important Day which win. 

prooably 
oil " 

I , " 

, , 
, , , 

, > , 
, 

, 

-, <" • 

, , 

.. 

~ . ~ . . . . , , 
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'- - . . . - ~ . . -
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pr~hably decide the Fate of America: That 
to be unconcern'd therefore in this Conjunc- . 
ture of Affairs muft be the EffeCt of the moft 

• • 

flupid Dulnefs, or unaccountable Frenzy: 
~nd that we are under indifpenfible Obliga
tions to ufe the moft vigorou~ ~florts, and 
praa:ic~ much of Self-dF.nial {if call'd to it} 
for the good of our Country. All this is un
doubtedly true: And God's Word direCts us 
to the only certain and effectual Expedient 
to obtal~ Hel p in our Troubles, and Deli
verance from our Dangers. In one Word, 
this is Repen tance. This would be very 
reafonable· and important, were we in lIe) pe ... 
euliar Circumfiances of Dan ger, or under no 
fpeci.d Frowns from I-Ieaven: But a~ lhc 
Cafe now frands with U$, 'tis necdfar'l, in 

• 

every View neceffary to our civil and religi-
OUS Intere.!l:s, neceffary to the Prefervation ot 
the State, as well as to the Salvation (lOilr 

Souls. Is not God now in his ProvideDce 
• 
.' . . 

direClingthat falne pathetic Exhortation' to ' 
us which he did once to the Church of E
phefus ; * "Remen1ber therefore from 
" whence thou art fal1en, and repent, and. 
" ,do the firft Vi orks." This Land, NetN~ 

• 

England in particular, was planted a noble 
Vine. We have the Honour to be defcen .. ~· 
ded from Anceftors who really deferved the 

. . Name '. . 
• .' . 

. 41> 1> 
~ " .... ev. 2~ s. • 

• , . , 
, 

•• • 
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Name which \\-as given to them in Derifion, 
I mean that ,of PuritaJs.' They were indeed 
f:=tft Friends of Liberty, b~lt abhorred Licen
ti0ufnefs. -They (sere invidclbiy attached to 
Purity and ftridnefs in }"'aith) in vVoriJ)ip 
and C.:>nverfuri';;1 ~ 'God's Prcmile in our 
T r . r -;" L~' I G d ext was I~lil:;l':;G to U~,~rn. ,d.~ ipa.(e 00 

-. 'c'- 1 c'JnceroLlt; !!1en1 7 ~nCi penormea It to t!1em. 
l:.}" - 1'" " ,. r • 
.l"le n12:vc.d: .. ull v prei~rveC1 them Hun lur-

J ...' 

d· S ' ... ~ c· roun Ing ...!.v:iges, ;;'\-'l}eD Liley v/c:-e lew In 
N I T-r' r' 1 • f1: 'umheI- 1--.-' ~~c're ~-~ tllU.",. r'r.:")o f-o a ~ r '" • '..l .. " 1;, .!l .... U t.,,!1. ci.J.,1. .. 

Prodigy Defended them frem pCH'I'erfu1 E-
. b d ~ , "b . ne;'Ules a roa , anU. ftnCierea a 'ortlve many 

..l l ' - PI (" . - ... , " '/ 1~ . ueep- aId ots ror thCii hum.- - -1 iJe llne 
would fail, tho' in the briefdl I\,Llnner, to 
, -

_ reccunt the fignal Ii ppC:1rances of God's 
Providence fer them and us ; or to defcribe 
the diilinguifiling Privileges, civil and reli
gious, which \'v'e bave erjoJed. Is there a 

- Spot upon the Globe t happier in thefe Re
gards than the Bi !ti!h SubjeCts in Alneric-a 
bave been? or a Goverr.ment on the Conti
nent which has exceeded Connetlicut ? But 
we have evilly departed away from the God 
of our Fathers, and are in m:lny RefpeEts 
b~come the degenerate Plants of a ftrange 
Vine. How inexcl1(~b!e is our Ingratitude ..... 

herein? And now when God is holding the 
Rod of CorreCtion oyer us, let us not conti
nue Incorrigible~ and give Oceaiion for the",,' 

mournful ---
, , 

, 

.. - , .. 
, 
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, , , . . 

mournful Com plaint of the Prophet, '.' 0 
,,' Lord when tby Hand is lifted up they wiil 
" not [~e:" Leu God fll0uldput in Execu
ti0rl the threatning annexed to the fore- meo
ti0n'd Exhortation: In thefe awful vVords~ 
" Or elfe I will come unto thee quickly, 
" and will remove thy Candlei1ick out of 
" his PhceJ except thou repent." 1\1,~y God 
tnercifully grant that this dreadful Threat
ning may never be executed againfi us, a~ it 
has been long lince, on all thore renowned 
Churches in Afia~ Vvho that has the fmall-

, ' , 

eft: Degree of Love to God, or Regard to 
the Kingdom of Chrifl? who that' willes 
well 'to his Country? or who that has not 

,-

• 

feelings of Humanity in his Breafi, but mult, 
ihudder at the Thought of N ew-England'i. ", 

, ever fi1aring the dreadful Fate of thofe 
Churches? • 

BUT unh':fs we repent, have we not a\.vful, 
Reafon to fear this, will be our Cafe? . Should -
we plead that notwithfianding our gene-n~l 
Declenfions, we have tnany good Things to, 
be found among us, and many good Men ' 
whoare mOhlrning for our abounding Sins.", 
and the viilble Decays of Godlinefs ; fer.... 
ven tly praying for Zion, and willing as ;i~:-

, ,were to thrufr themfelves into the Gap an4:>~: .•. 
. ftop the Plague? This is no doubt, true ;"" 

but 
/ 

• 

, 
, 
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• 

. but could not afi~ this and more be {aid in 
• 

favour of fame of tli6f~ Churches, and of the 
- . 

Church of Epheflls in parti~ular. J:Iear his 
Teftimoay, whofe Eyes are as. a Flame Qf 
Fire: t " I know thy Works and thy La
ce bour and thy Patience, and how thou 
" canft not bear them which art! Evil, and 
.e haft born, and haft Patience, and for my 
U N arne -fake haft laboured and haft not . . 

u fainted." All this notwithftandigg, Chrift 
tbreatens to difTolve their Church ftate, and 
to, take his Gofpel from them except they 
repent. 'fhe Reafon was, becaufe they had 
left their firfi Love, were declining in their 
Affettions and Regard to God andChrifi, . 
his vVoriliip, Ordinances and Ways. Now 
we muil: be fenfible that this is our fad Con-. .. 

able Situation: That of Ifrael \1 mean when ' 
grey Ha}rs were here and there upon him, 
and he knew it not. 
. AND· now behold God is waiting to be 
gracious: He fays, "Turn ye, why will ye 
~, die ?" How {hall I give thee up, 0 N ew
England! 0 that my People woula hearken 
to m y Voice: .May we then to Day hear 
his Voice, and not harden our Hearts. 

MA y we hear the faithful Warnings of 
the compaffionate Redeemer~ and flee fQ,f \ 

t Rev. %. 1, l. 

• 

• 

Refu~e -
• • • • 

• 

, · , 
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,..) ft· - d- b F' 'h ... }' 1 'h.:,:; ,uge to dim, an ~ y, all ---In" Hrn 1y 

:, 
,f~· . 

hold on l~e 110pe fet }Jefore llS. ' 
~l': HIM~thith' God exalte.d with his Right .. 

I-Ianj, to give R(~pentan~e and forgivenefs of' 
Sins. " 

IN his Name let us pray: 
t " 0 LORD, we have heard thy Speech 

'I' and Were afraid; 0 Lord, revive thy "Vork 
H in the midft of the Years, in themidrc of 

, 

" the Years make known, and in Wrath 
" remember Mercy." _ 

AN D may God hear and fave llS, for his 
N arne's fake, and for Chri{l's fake. 
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