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The f-ate of blosd-thirfly eppreffors, and %
GOD’s care of bis diftrefed people,

‘I—

JOEL, IIl 19, 20 and 2r.

Ecyrt fhall 5e a defolation, and Epom fhall be a de-
Sfolate wildernefs, for the violence againf? the chil-
dren of ‘fudab, becaufe they bave thed IN N O-
CENT B LOOD intheir land, But Judah

_ Jhall dwell for ever, and Jerulalem from generatisn
to generation. For I will cleanfe their blosd that
I baz've not cleanfed ; for the L. O RD dwelleth
in Lion.

EXT to the acknowledgement of
the exiftence of a Deity, there is no
one principle of greater importance
in religion, than a realizing belief of
the divine government and providence,
as fuperintending the affairs of the univer(e, and in-
timately concerned in whatever happens to mankind,
both as nations and kingdoms, and as individuals,
Deeply to be imprefled with a fenfe of the divire
providence, to realize that Gop i1s Govorner among
the nations, that his goverament is wife and jft, and
that all our times and chapges are in his Lands, and
at his difpofal, will have the happieflt tendency to
excite the moft grateful acknowledgements of his coad-
nefs in profperity, the moft cordial refignatien to his
paternal difcipline 1n adverfity, and the moft placid
compofurc and equanimity of mind in all the chane-
1ng fcenes of life. Infpired with this divine priscinle,
we fhall contemplate, with graterul wonder cnd de.
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6 The fate of bliod- t/“rj?) oppreffors, and

Jlight, the goodnefs of God in profperous events, and
devoutly acknowledge and adore his {overcign hand
in days of darknels and perplesity, and when the
greate(t difficulnies prefs.  This will be a {fource of
comfort and fupport under Fmatc aftliCtions and trials,
and this fhall encourage our mpc in God and truft in
his name, under publia calamitics and  judpments.—
Y=a, however dark and myf{terious the ways ot pre-
vidence imay appaar; yer wothing fhall overwhelm
the mind, or L]‘”IIFUY the trut and hope of thofc, that
realize the government of | cuv, — that realize, that
an alwife Go ' 1s {eated on the throne, und that all
things arc well appointed {ar 213 ciofen people,—for
them that fear hun.

m rﬂ-nu; ie and thefe fentiments therefore,
being of fo great ule and impartance n relivien, un-
der the various dilpeatadens of providence, one great
defion of the prefent difcoutde, 1s to roufe and excite
us to a relirous I‘UCL”""\‘J]LLIGIH nt of the hand of God,
ln Il’mft, dil{f [‘wg_ WCNCS Ol‘ MU[\DLR, BLCOD-
SHED and WAR, we sie mot 10 commemorate,
upon this folcmn ocezlon

The palfage betore vs, 1t s humbly conzarved,
well fuited to confirm cur falih, 1o excite cur 1[.,
and cncourage our hope, vnler 1hm awtul difpenfa-
tions, as It points ut the method of Ged's cevern-
ment and the courlc of bis ‘ronumu wowands the
cnemics and oppreflors of Lis peanie, tnd the fite of
thofe that thed mnocent blsed ; and ot the fame unic,
1eprelents his pecuiiar care of his church and ¢b ulm,
and the affurance they ~ave, when under oppretl 101
ot refloration and Clhbli%mtnt -—and that God L:ai-
_/r,.[mll plead their caufe and both cleanse and averge
thete mmnocent blasd, < Eaypt {hall be a defo] at-on,
and Eom (hall be a defolate wildernefs. for the 77
(oo acaindt the elildren of Fudas, bccnuil‘c ey
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G OD’s care of bis difireffed people. y,

have thed INNOCENT BLOOD 1n therr lahd.
Buat Fudah fhall dwell forever, and Ferufalem from
generation to generation. For [ will cleanfe thetr
biood, that 1 have not cleanfed ; for the LORD
dwelleth in Zion.”

It 1s not necefliry to enquire as to the immediate
occafion, or literal fultiment of the prephecy befere
us, with refpect to the particular nations, or kingdoms
here mentioned. It is fuflicient to our prefent pur-
pole to obferve, that Egypt was carly noted, in {cripe
tare hiftory, for opprefling Ged’s people, and caufing
them to ferve with cruel bondage. Lidom alfo is
mentiened as guilty of wiolense towards them, and
exprefling 2 mot imbittered hatred and revenge
againft them ; and from the exprefiions in the text,
it is natural to fuppofe, that there had been fome, if
not many inftances of their thedding 7anscent blvad
in their Jand~ Jfrac/, God’s chofen people, bad
often {uflered violence, fram both thefe ftates : So
that we have good realen to fuppofe. that both Egypt
and Edsm, n the language of fcripture prophecy, n
the text and other paflages, may intend not Egypt or
Ed-m only, but (proverbially) in a more general
fenfe, cnemics, periccutors or oppre[Turs of God’s
people, who violated their nghts and liberties, religi-
ous and civil, and by the {word of perfecution or op-
wrefhion, thed innscent docd in their land.

Prophecies, efpceally thofe thatare, or may be,
of gencral ule to the peopic ot God, are but feldom
literal, either in predidiion or fultilment, They ure
rather of uic to forefhew great and interclling events,
as taking place in the world, in fuch time and man-
ner, and upon fuch perfons, focicties, nations, or
kingdoms, as fhall difplay the juftice and equity of
divine government, and the peculiar care which

Heaven

* Vid, Pfal, exxxwii. -,



s The fate of blood-thirfly oppreffors, and
Heaven takes of the church and people of God, for

their correftion, inftruction, prefervation or eftab-
lilhment, Agreeably St. Peter {peaks ftrongly for
this method of explaining and improving {cripture
provhecies, where he fays exprefsly, that ¢ no pro-
phecy of the feripture is of any private inte?:aretati-
on'* It is, therefore, rational 10 fuppofe, that
though prophecies may have fpecial or immediate
reference to particular perfons, focietics, "nations or
kingdoms, and to events in which they may be im-
mediately interefted ; yet they may be fitly con-
{idered as having a further and more important in-

terpretation, which may be of general ufe for the di-
rection and edificution of God’s church and people,
in all ages, to the end. In this general fenfe, theres
fore, you will permit me to confider the prophecy
in the paffage before us : and thus underftood, it is

caly to fee feveral things fuggefted in it, worthy our
moft ferious attention and religious improvement,
upon fuch an occalion as this.

In the firlt place, itis admitted, that for wile pur-
pofes, a jult God may permit powerful enemies, or
oppreflors, to injure, do violence unto and diftrefs
his people, and to carry their meafures of violence
and oppreflion to fuch lengths among them, as to
ftrike at wheir hife and ““ fhed fnnocent blood 1n their
land.”

As God is the Sovereign of the world, and exer-
ciles bis government for the glory of his name, 1n the
good of the whole, fo he hath a paternal concern
for the {pecial benefitand improvement of his church
and people.  All creatures are his fervants : and
God accomplifheth his defigns and carries his coun-
fels to effed, by whatrmeans and inftrumentshe pleafes.
It 15 with him alone, ¢ who 15 wonderful in counfcl

and
> 2 Pel. 1. 20,



The fate of bload-thirfly oppreffors, and ¢

and excellent in working,” to bring good out of
evil. When God deligns the re roof and corre&ion
of hi people, he can exercife this holy difcipline in
various ways and by various mcans, as fhall beft an-
fwer the purpales of his government.  This holy
difcipline is accordingly exercifed, fometimes by the
immediate hand of providence: as n walting (ick-
nefs parching drought, awful an:. defolating earrh-
quakes, or other judgments, which are immediately
from God himlelf. Or thicmay be done more im-
mediately, by the inftrumentality of his creatures ;
and even the wicked, and thofe thar love the wages
of unrighteoulnefs, that delight in oppreflion, walle
and {poil, or thiett tor sanocent blood muy be im-
proved sthe rod inhis hand to corredd, or punith the
{ins of his people. With this view the oppreflor 1s per-
mitted to injure, infult. opprels and tay walt ina land;
and (o carry his meafures to the fhedding of’ inno-
gent blood.  With the fame deltan does a2 fovereipn
God give the enemy a commifhon, 1o war, with fire
and fword, to diftrels and deftroy.

In fuch public calamities, itis true, it often comes
to pafs, that as individuals, the innocent are involved
and {uffer with the guilty ; and {ometimes the in-
nocent alone.  But however unjeft, or cruel the op-
prefior, and thofe that thirfl for blood may be. in
contriving and carrying into exccuiton their wicked,
Opprfﬁcve, or bizsay dehgos, they are no other than
inidruments 1a providence and the rod in the hapd of
the great Governor of the werld, tor the reproof zud
correftion of his p(:upic. Thele dangs happen not
by accident, or chance, but Ly the dircSion, or per-
miffion of that God, who 15 righreous 1n il his ways
and bholy in all his works,  When [fracl finned and
did evil in the ficht of the LORD, s fad, «rhe
anger of the LORD was Lot againit Iract, and hic

B dcﬁ‘fcl‘fﬁd



10 G OD’s care of his diftreffed people.

delivered them irto the hands of fpoilers that fpoiled
them, and he {old them into the hands of their ene-
nes tound about and they were greatly diftrefled.”*
Ilence alfo the Afyrian King is exprefsly called
““ the rod of Go.’s anger,” for the correfltion of his
people.+ And thus Egyp and Edem, in the pro-
phecy betfore us, in commmmg violence upon the
children of ‘Fudah and in fthedding tanocent blood in
their land, are held up to view as the rod in Go»’s
hand, for the correction, reproof and inftru&ion of his
people.  Agreeably. this is the language of a juft and
farbtul Gon, in fuch difpenfations, ¢ hear ye the
ed, and who hath appointed 1t.1

Le matters not, therctore, who are the immediate
inttruments of violence and opprc(ﬁun, or by whofe
hands the blood of innocent perfons is fhed, or their
fubltance wafted and habitations defiroyed ; nor yet
from what motives, or views fuch alts of opprc(Ton
and crue'ty are perpetrated, with refpedt to the re-
ligious improvesnent, that Gobn expefls us, or any
people, to maka of fuch heavy difpenfations. *Tig
Gop, and his hand—"tis Go» and *is providence,
which we are firlt of all concerned to notice, acknow-
ledoe and improve. However unjuft our fufferings
may be from man ; yet, when we realize the hand of
Go-, the gieat and wile Governor of the world, as
coneetaed heremn, fience and {ubmiflion 1s our indif-
PLHGJ,L dutv, and no murmer, or complaint cmght
cver to be heard, but with reverence and humility it
becomes us to bov before the LORD, and adoring
his fovereignty, afcribe nighteoulnefls to our Gop.
Nerrher the infults o oppretiors, nor the flames of
our cnce delight ul habitatons, nor even the irno-
ol bivsd ot our brethren flain, {hould move to a
urmuring word or an apgry thouglt, againft Goo,

his

*lude.ilog, 050 fI@Ex 5. § Micoviog.,



T he fate of blood-thirfly oppreffors, and 11

his government, or providence.—* Shall we receive
good at the hand of Go >, and fhall we not receive
evil ?%—And ¢ fhall not the Judge of all the earth
do right I+ The morc grievoufly we are fmitten,
the more deeply we are affefted, the more carefully
thould we endeavour to realize our dependence upon
Goap, the more religioufly acknowledge his hand,
and the more earnettly return to him that fmites.
This is the lelon of inftrution, which Gon expedts
we fhould le.rn, by fuch bitter difpenfations, and
this the improvement he looks for, in us and his peo-
ple, in order to the reftoration of his favour and our
redemption from enemies and oppreflors, who threaten
to lay walte and deftroy. May thefe things, then, be
deeply imprefled on each of our hearts.—But 1 pafs

Secondly, To obferve the tate of opprellors, and
the {entence of heaven agmnit thofe, that do violence
to Gob’s people and flied 1mnocent binod 10 their
land.  Lgypt fhall be a defolation, and Edom jhall
be a defolate wildernefs, for the violence againft the
children of ‘fudaly, becaw'e they bave Jfhed tnnscent
blsod tn thetr land.

However jaft it may be in Gon to correct his peo-
ple, and whatever right s afcribed to him of improv-
ing the wic.ied, as the rod in his hand to corred, or
the {word to pu ifh them ; yet this alters ot the
natare of their oppretlive defigns, neither docs it
abate thetr guilt, or alleviate their cnime, 1 thefe
mealures of injultice, violence or cruelty, by which
the people of Gon are divrefled.

Thus Goo f{peaks of the Aflyrian king, a prince
noted 1n niftory for his avarice and ambition, civeity
and oppreflion, (and in him, of the Afyrian fiate,
whofe charalter was included n that of us king)
faying—« G Aflyrian, the rod of mine angcr,haud

ine

* Job i, 10. 1 Gen. xvin. 24.
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the ftaff in their hand i< mine indignation. 1 will fend
him to an hypoc:mcal natin ; and againft the people
of my wrath will [ give him a charge to take the fpoil,
and to take the prey, and to tread them down like the
mire of the {trcets, Howbeir, he meaneth not fo,
neither doth his heart think {o, butitis in his heart to
deftroy.  Wherctore it thall come to pals, that when
the L'RD hath performed his whole work wpon
mount Zion, and on Jerufalem, 1 will punifh the
fruit of the ttout heart of the king of Affyria, and the
glory of his bigh looks.””*  And fo it came to pafs :
For this power, that with fuch a mighty hand, and
for {o long atime, opprefled Gop’s people and other
nations, 1n Gop’s due time, telt the cight of the
iron yoke, and received double for all the injuftice,
oppreflion and cruelty it bad exercifed towards others.
In this, and many other circumitances, with which
hﬂlorv ﬂbmn ds, 1t s caly to {ee the fate of the ene-
m!es Of (Go's profﬂt ..md oppre {ffors of mank.nd.—
But we need not go trom the text, for fausta&ion in
this matter.  In the words of the prophecy before us,
we have the fcntence of hicaven againft the oppreflors
of (le’s people and the doom of thofe common
encmies of manki'nd, proncunced, and the reafon
thereof afligned, in the cleareft terms.  Egypt fhal:
be a defodation, Edom flall be a defolate wiiderrefs,
Jfor the widlence againfi the children of “fuda , be-
caule they have hed mnocent blosd in therr land.
The LORD ir. a Gou, that toveth righteoulnefs
and hateth in*quity, in whatever fhape, or charater
1t appears. Lojultice. of preflion and violence (much
lels the (hedding of mnocent blood) fhall not pafs un-
noticed, by the jut. Governor of the world, Sooner,
or later, a juft recompence will be made upon fuch
workers of iniquity.—Yca, though hand join 1n hand,
1

* Han x, §.—12.
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in meafures of oppreflion and violence, againft Gop’s
people ; and though their avarice, ambition, and law-
lefs thirft for po «er and domination, may carry them
on, ’till their fteps fhall be marked with innocens
blood ; yet, certain it is, they fhall not, finally, go
unpunifhed. For a time, indeed, and but for a ti ne,
fuch workers of unrighteoulnefs, fuch deftroyers of
mankind may pradife and proiper ; but ¢ vengeance
flow, is vengeance fure.” Their ways are marked
before Gop. Their punifhment and deftruftion are
fealed in his prefence : And the time is hafining,
when deftruttion, withour remedy, fhall be their
partion.

The truth of thefe {entiments hath ofren been
verified in providence, and the proud princes ahd
the moft powerful ftates have been taught, by fevere,
by fatal experience, that defolation from the LORD
awaits the impiety of thofe, that do violence to his
people and ¢ thed 1nnocent blosrd in their land.

tierc then we may fec the fight in which that peo-
ple, or nation, arc to be confidered, that walk in the
ways of opprefﬁon, and that thirtt tor and fhed inno-
ecnt blood.  Here we may alfo fee the ruin to which
they are baftning, the awful judgments that await
them, and the oreat reafon they huve to fear the fen-
tence of heaven, denounced againft them, 1o the pro-
phecy before us, and its literal tulfilment upon them,
Which naturally leads i the laft place.

Thirdly, T'o oblerve, in the prophecy before us,
the peculiar care Gop takes of his church and people,
and the affurance they have, even when altually
{fuffering violence and under the cruel hand of op-
preffion, of redemption, reftoration and eltablifhment ;
and that Gop him{elf will plead their caufe, and both
eleanfe and avenge their innocent blood. Nothing
ean bc more direttly expreflive of this {fentiment, or

a
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a firmer ground of affurance, for the confirmation of
the faith and hope of God’s chefen people in the be-
lief of it, than the promife and prephecy, concerning
Judah and Jerufalem in the text. While Egypt and
Edom, while the enemies and opprefliors of God’s
people, are doomed to that defolation, they fo juitly
deferve, the itrongeit affurances are given, ¢ that
Fudabh thall dwell torever, and Zerufalem from ge-
neration to generation For I, faith God, will cleanfe
their blood, that I have not cleanfed : For the Lord
dwelleth in Zion.” The words are plain, and need
no comment, They {peak the langunage of {eripture,
fact and experience, for the confirmation of the faith
and hope ot God’s church and chofen, in days of per-
plexity and darknels and when aétually under the in-
juftice, violence and cruelty of inveterate enemiss, or

blood thirfly oppreflors.

Here are two things, for the inducement and con-
firmation of the faith and hope of God’s church and
people, 1n fuch timcs of darknefs and diftrefs, which
are well worthy ferious notice and attention.

Firlt, God’s word and promife, in which he affures
his people, that notwith(tanding the violence of their
enemie againit them, and the diftrefs and forrow therr
oppreflors may have caufed them, by theddin  1nnocent
blood among them ; yet they fhall never avail to
overthrow, or deftroy them ; but they fhall aflaredly
be redeemed and delivered out of their hands. and re-
flored and eftablithed, as his church and people, 1n a
flourifhing ftate.

And then, fecondly, To leave no doubt upon their
minds as to the fulfilment of this bleffed promife, a
gracious GGod condefcends to explain him elf 1n the
cleareft terms poflible, and to fausfy them, that no-
thing fhould fail of all that he had promifed, he af-
{ures them that he would take the work into his wn

hands,
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hands, and fee to the accomplifhment of it himfelf ;
that thus it might appear to them and to the world of
mankind, that the Lord was with them and dwelt n
the midft of them. ¢« Judah fhall dwell forever, and
Jerufalem from generation to gereration : For I wilt
cleanfe their blood, that 1 have not cleanfed ; for 2be
Lord dwelleth in Zion.”—Words well {uited to chear
and comtort the finking fpirits of God’s affliGted, op-
prefled people : and words which might roufe the
faith, and give a {pring to the hope of the moft feeble
and faint-hearted, among God’s people, in the depths
of diftrefs. For ¢ God is not a man that he fhould
lie, nor the fon of man that he fhould l‘epﬂﬂt-*—-
“ Hath he promifed, and fhall he not perform ?—
Hath he {poken, and fhall he not bring it to pafs *—

Blood is faid to be cleanfed, or avenged, when
jultice hath taken place, and the murderer is punifhed.
God may be faid to cleanfe the innocent blood, which
may bave been fhed among his people, by the {word

of oppreflors, or encmies, when in providence he un-
dertakes for them, avemges their blood upon them

that {lew them, and reduces them to reafon or ruis.

T'he fword is an appeal to heaven,—when there-
fore, the armns of a people are eventually fuccefsful,
or by the immedate interpofition of providence, their
enemies and cppreflors are fubdued or deftroyed-—
When a Peoplc are reinﬂatcd in peace, upen equitable
terms, and eftablifhed in the enjoyment of all their
juft rights and liberties, both civil and facred : then
nuay 't be {aid, that the Lord hath cleanfed their ip-
nocent blood, and then will it be manifeftly evident,
that theie God is with them and dwelleth in the midft
of them.

Now of this God hath given his pcople the firongeft

alfarances, in the proph:zcy before us : and thefe
a(lurances

*Vido o Samlgs. 29,
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aflurances are conformed by the word of God, to his
people, throughout the facred fcriprures. So that,
though for their fins and the mulutude of their
tranfgreflions, a righteous God may juftly affli& and
corret his peop'e, by the hand of oppreflors, and
permit their moft important rights to be violated, their
fubftance deftroyed, their habitations to be laid walfle,
or even the tnnzcent blood of their brethren to be
wantonly fhed in their land ; yet {till he is their God,
in the mid{t of them, and will readily appear for
their help, when they return from their evil ways,
acknowledge his hand and implore his mercy and
aliltance. 'This holy difciple is no more than what
God hath given his people to cxpedt, as a reproof of
their declenfions, and as a means of bringing them to
a fenfe of their dependence upon him,  Such dif-
penfations, are fo far from being an evidence, that
God hath torfaken his people, given them up, or for-
gotten to be gracious, that they are rather to be con-
fidered as demonftrations of his paternal care and
faithfulnefs towards them.  Agreeably, in his coven-
ant with hi. {ervant David and h:s houfe, this method
of condu& is exprefsly ftipulated, as a token of his
{pecial care and farthfulnefs, and of the remembrance
of the covenant he had made. ¢ If his children for-
{ake my law, and walk not in my judgments :— T'hen
will I vilit their tran{greflion with the rod and their
iniquity with f{teipes.  Neverthelefs, my loving kind-
nefs will [ not utterly rake from him, nor {ufler my
faithfulne(s to fail. My covenant will I not break,
nor alter the thing that is gone out of my lips.”'*

- In fuch vifitations, God evidently intends the beft
go d of his peoPL..; not their deftruétion, but their
retormation ; and it they fec his hand, humble them-

{clves undec it and feek him aright, God will not
fail

* Pfal. lkxxix. 10. 71. 32 and 3!
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lall to remember his covenant and his promifes for
them, aid in his due time appear, 1n his power and
glory, for their relief.—Yea the bowels of his mercy
will be moved at their diftrefles, and his language
wiil be the fame as unto his people of old, when un-
der the Fayptian yoze, they were caufed to ferve with
cruel bond age « T have feen, I have feen the
ifliction of my people which is in kgypt, and have
heard their groaning, and am come down to deliver
them.”’*  And to encourzge his faints and people,

ro trult onhis mame and hopc in his mercy, a gracious
(iod hath molt c\phculy promlft,d them his prefencc

dl cltion and aflitance, in all their diftretles, be they
cver fo numerous, ever o greate His lanouage is
mt:rcnul, condefcending and  endeaning—elpecially
when by the prophet {faizh, he fays to his afflicted
pronie— When thou paffelt through the waters, [
will be with thee ; und through the rivers, they fhall
not overflow thee : When t"\uu wal keft through the
iire, thon fhalc not l"u’" burnt 3 netther {hall the lame
kindle upon thee. Foer bowm the Lﬂfd iy God,

e hOI}’ One of Trac!, thy Saviour.”” - Frem thefe
pallges of facred writ, 1 appears, b 2t as God in in-
*IILL{., Wlitlm"‘;, LeCs {1t to exoreife s bro: Tnf“ with [l'l"‘!b
snd affidicas ; and fomedmes 1o call thiem o pafs
T x:u ,} the uuv‘hs oL :1:’*.':."'“.‘.“}' : f Ve h'?tfh prOVIdu..
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We may add, that further to confirm our faith and
encourage our hope, in thofe blefled affurances of
God’s prefence with his people, even in their heavieft
trials and greatelt perplexities, we might fafely ap-
peal to the experience of his chofen, in every age,
from the beginning to the prefent time. This will
fhow how eafy it i3, with an infinitely wife God, 1o
bring good out ot evil, and by the over-ruling hand of
Providence, to caufe the councils and meafures of
perfecutors and oppreflors, to haften the redemption
and cftablilhment of the inpired and opprefled, as well
as to bring upon themfelves, that contufion and defo-
lation they fo juftly deferve.—Anrd this will alfc
prove, how truly applicable the words of the prophet
are, to God’s cholen people in their diftrefles. in every
age, when fpeaking of the large experience rael
had had, of the tender love and faithful care of
merciful God exercifed towards them, he fays, that,
““ In ull their sfflition he was afflifted, and the angel
of his prefence {aved them : In bis love and 1n his
pity he redeersed them, and he bare them, and carried

them all the days of old.*”
Nothing is more evident from hiftory and experi-

ence, than God s care of his people, and the wifdom
of “is providence, in caufing the violence and oppref-

fion of their enemies, to operate for their advantage,
and promote their more {peedy deliverance. This
appears too plain, from various inftances, to admi of
difpute. *

The children of Jfracl would not have been, fo
early, perfuaded to have left the gardens of Eyypt or
the rerle ficlds of the land of Gofben, and in the
face of every dunger, attempied to free them{elves
trom the Egyptran yske, had pot their burdens Sec
inciresfed 1o an unreafonable degree, by the viole;‘icc

aned

' .l-"“ [ ]
101y, 3. U
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and cruelty of thofe that oppreffed them, in that

houfe of bondage. And Pbharoah and his armies
would never have met with that difgraceful defeat,

and awful deftruétion, which overtook them in the
red fea, had they not been nfatuated 1o purfue theie
meafures of oppreflion and violence, when atter it was
evident that their caufe was defperate, and that God
was agamnft them.

Chriftend>m would never have been roufed, from
that {tate of ignorance, and darknefs, and flavery it
was in—the profeffant league would never been en-
tered into with fuch firmnefs and refol -tion, to thake
off the papal yske, and redeem bath church and fRete
from the hierarchy of Kome, had not the enormities
and violence of that power, by which they had been
o long oppreflud, rofe to an intolerable heighth, and
put them upon the expediont.*

The united flates ot Holland would not have been
very eafily induced, to have oppofed the power of
Spain, when at thc meridian of its {trength and glory,

much

* The event of this bold attempt was haprv. A joft ard
fanthful God crowned the mesfurcs. ot the confedirate flates,
with {urcefs, beyond their moft {anpuine expeltations.  The
church was refcued from thedarknefs and error, 1in which it had
been nvolved for feveral hundred years before. A glorious re-
formation tock place, wiith 1 a good meafure, reftored tha
cariltian religion to its ancient purity and native fimplicitly, in
many principal ftates and kingfoms in Furope.  Aad a founda-
tion was lard for refcaing rhe civil iberies of individuals, fo-
cieties, ftates und kiodoms, 3s will as the common righss of
mankind, fram the irer bhazd of tyranny, the good effe@s of
wiilca was feii, by the proteitant ftates and kingdoms, for feve-
ral ages {ucceeding, and are not totally loft as te fame, even ar
the prefent day, though more than two centuries fince, Bv
Eh:s 1M POItant confederacy of the proteflant poavirs, in Europe, it
1s evident, that, under providence, the po-ver of the beaft and
the falje propiet received a fhock wvhich it ha:h never recovered.
—the papal power, both in church and ltate, having besn upow
ithe decline, from that time ta this, '
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much lefs t- have attempted indépendence of that
kingdom, had they not been cficttually convinced, oy
a long feries ot injurics and oppreflion, and number-
Jefs violations of their moft facred rights, that there
was no othcr remedy. ¥

Dritons would never have refifted their kings, and
flown to arms, in defenee of their invaluable rights

and liberties, bad they not felt the weight of the iron
rod

* It 1s worthy of temark, that wien the Sparifh ceart undere
tock the fubjugation of the Dutch provinces in the Netherlands,
Spain was 1n the moft refpetable Rtate, 1t had beea for a long
time ; having juft concluded a victorious war, and being then
at peace with all the world, At the iame time, Sparn had the
belt regulated army in Furope, commanded by the renowned
Duke ot Alva,the moft experienced Generalthen wpon the frage.
Thais wife, r:xperienced and viCtorious (Ganeral, with his veteran,
i'it’h)ri(}us tror'pﬁ, was fent b}f the 3nurch and court of Spﬂiﬂ
(like Gage 10 Britain) upon the avhol:fsme atd pacific bufinefs of
{upportng government in the Dureh provinces, and enforcing
ol.edience to what were cailed (e laws of the kingdom, or the
mandates of their fovercign.,  Accmeienly, after rencwed in.
juries and repeated 1nfulis and crueliies, wiich rather invigorated
than diiiicarinea the frre and £y nodie fpiriis of the Dm‘rfﬂ, at
Jaft, it came to blood '—The con:elt was, as might be expected,
fing and lirter !---But, under cverv difadvantage, but the
nghtcoufnefs of thair caufe, thev roie {uperior to their mighey
and numerous oppreflors 5 2nd neaven, at lengih, decrded 1n
their favour, crowned their erdeavon: s wirh defired fuccefs, an
aave and ettablifhed unto theia thar jrovdoss and indrpenderce. tor
which they had 10 braaely fought and to pridfy bled. "This frec.
dom and incegendense, fo dearly purch iud, they well inew how
to prize and preferve ; and by the {mils of heaven, upca rhe
wildom and policy of their governmeant, they have now epored
the blefings thereof, with but httie interrupiicn feem cacrne-
abroaa, or fa&ions 2; heme, for near two hundred vears - And,
n proporion o the exrent of their territerics and the number of
inhahtanis, they are, at this very time, intliy eflcerned one of
the richett and mot® flouriiming flates mn Furope, Thus koth a
ronteous God been pl-afed to plead their caufe, and elcan/> and
averge thewr fnnocent £ood o andfet them free from the oﬁp!e{..
{fors pand, s notthe cavle of Am-ricans eirually juft L v
thewr God the fame 3
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rod of oppreflion and tyranny, and {een theie danger
and the abfolute neceffity of fuch refiftance, to pre-
vent the total deprivation, of all they held dear and
facred. as Freemen, Cbri/}fan.( and a free People—
Charies would not have loft his kingdom, and
finally his hfe upon the Scaffold, by the hand of the
exccutioner ; nor Fames been obliged, in difgrace, to
quit his throne and abdicate the government of the
kingdom, had 1t not been for their own violent coun-
fels and meafures, to opprefs and enflave the people,
whom they wcre called to govern and prozedt.

Cur fathers would never have forfook their native
Jand, delightfome habitations and fuir pofle(lions, and
in the face of almaft every dunaer and diltrefs, fought
a fafe retreat, for the cnjoyment of rehgious and
civil liberty, among fzvage bealts and more favage
men in the snhsfpitable wilds of America ; had they
not been drove from thence, by the violence and
cruelty of perfecutors and oppreflors, 1n church and
{tate.  The bierarchy of the church, by which they
looked upon the rights of confcience infringed, and
the arbitrary meajures of the flate, by which they
eltccmed their civil hiberties abridged, it not grolsly
violated, rather than any views of worldly gain (as
hath been envioufly hinted by fomc) were the prin-
cipal caufes of tiweir cmigration, and the hope and ex-
pefiation of deliverance therefrom, gave the {pring to
the hazzardous undertaking.

And when heaven fo far fmiled upon their enter-
rrize, a3 to cive them foating in the land ; and when,
aficr numercos hardfhips and dangers, tois and dif-
treifes, they had fecured a pofleflion for themfelves
and pofterity, and obtaincd a confirmation of thofe
civil and religicus liberties they had fought ; fhill re-
taining a filial affe@ion towards their natrve country,
tiey {cemed to haye nething mere at heart than that

Americans
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Americans might be happy, in the enjoyment of their
juft rights and liberties, as men and chriftians, under
the proteion of Britain ; and that Britain might be
flourifhing and glorious, in receiving the profits of the
labour, trade and induftry of Americans : And that
the connection of America with Britatr, and her de-
pendence, in this way, upon the Parent State, might
have been preferved inviolate to the end of time.—-
And 1t may be added, that there is no juft ground o
{uppole, that it would have ever entercd the heart of
Americans, to have defired a diflolution of fo happy a
connetion with the Mother-Country, or to have fought
independence of Britamn, had they not been urged,
and even forced upon {uch an expedient, by meafurcs

of oppreflion and violence, and the fhedding of inns-
cent blood.

But, alas '—Tll-judged counfels !~ Tll-fated mea-
fures of Britamn, and the DBritifh adminiftration,
with re'pe&t to America, have broken in upon the
plealing fcene, and fatally defiroyed the happy prof-
petts of both Britain and Amertca !

At the clofe of the laft war, we arrived at thar
happy period, to which our anceftors lo ked. with
carneflt expefation as the utmolt of their withes, as
the an{wer of their prayers, and the reward of all
their toils and fufferings.  The favages were fubdu-
ed, thofe reitlefs neighbours, the Frenc were {ubs
jected, and tnic wide extended continent feemed to be
given us for a psifelion : And we were ready to fay,
‘ there was none to make us atraid.’—But how un-
certain the moft blooming profpe&ts /—How vain—
how difappointing the moft rational, as well as raifed
expeltations, in this imperfelt ftate ?—Scarcely em-
erged trom the dangers and fatigues of a long and
diftrefling war, we are unexpectedly involved in per-

plexities
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plexities and anxietics of different kind, which by
degrees have increafed, *tll they are become more
ferious, dangerous and diftrefling, than any ever yer
felt, by God’s people, in this once happy land.

Through the crafty infinuations, falfe reprefenta-
rions and diabolical counfels, of the enemies of God’s
people and the common rights of mankind, in .me-
rica and Britain, alls of oppreflion are made by
the Parliament of England, in which we are nor
reprefented, which deeply affect onr moft valaable
priviledges.  In open wiolation of our chartered
sights, thefe adls of unrighteoufnefs and oppreflion, are
attempred to be carried 1nto execution, 1n thele colo-
nies.  After various threats of coercive meafures, a
military force is {ent to inforce them.  An innocent,
loyal people are diftrefled, and every arr, which wic
or malice couid invent, 1s uled to Hatter or fright, to
divide or difhearten, and finally {ubjeét us to the will
of a power, not known 1 our charters, or even in the
BLritifh conflitution :tfedf.  And as onc of the natural
confequences of flanding armies being {tationed in
populous cities, for {uch execrable purpofes, many
of the inhabitants of Laffon are infulted. At length,
under pretence of ili-trcatment, the flrects of that
once fourilnng city, are ttuined with the innccent
blosd of a number of our brethren, wantonly or
cruelly {lun, by thole fons i ovorclion wnd
violence ¥

Upon the hiwh tetonunents of the ncople, in Con-
fequence ot this Durrid wutiope and vislence, there
was, for a {nott tule, a aude s e merfures -

For

* This refers to the Jorrid maffacre, in Diflon, on the evening
of the 5th of March, 1770, when the ¢ vards, under the cer.
mand of Cags. Preflon, fired upon the imnabitants, in Kire
ftreet, killed 5 perfons upon the fpot, and wounded a numbuer of
o:hers, feveral of whom afterwards died of thelr vogur ds
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For a moment the oppreflors themfelves feemed to
be ftruck with the horrid eficéts ot their own iniqui-
‘tous proceedmgs, and {tand azha/t at the fight of the
innocent bload they had fhed! Perhaps they were not,
at that time, {o thoroughly hacdened in {in. as they
have proved themfelves fince !——But this panfe feem-
ed to be, not to repent of their evil deeds, but: rather
to colle@® themf{elves, and devife fome meafures more
cffe@ual : For fo far fiom giving over the ewecrabie
defign, the plan of oppreflion is renewed.  New alls
are pafled to diftrefs and inflave ws. The luft of
domination appears no longer in difguile, but with
open face.—'The flarving Port-Bill comes forth—
Gape arrives with his ferces by fea and land, to carry
1ttnto exccution, witdh vigour and feverity—And to
compleat the fcene, and at once, to make thosough
worlc of oppreflion and tyranny, immediately follow
the Bills, that {ubvert the confhitution, vacate our
charter, abridge us of the right of trial by juries of
the vicinity, in divers {pecified capital cafes, and ex-
pole us to be feized, contrary to the laws of the Jand,
and carried to Longland to be tried for our lives !-—
Asalfo the Bill for eftablithing the popi/b religion in
Canada, contrary to the faith of the crown and the
{tatutes of the kingdom.

Add 1o thefe things, the people arc treated, in
various inflances, with indigaity, feverity and cven
cruclty  And, notwithflanding every pofiivle cxpret-
fion of a peaceful difpofition, in this people, confift-
ent with a determined refolution and chnflian firm-
nefs, in defence of their rights and liberues, whicl,
they held dearcr than life, their property 1s frcqucxlley
and violently {cized, and even their perfons and lives
are threatencd.  The inhabitants of Salem are

threatened with the fword,* for peacefully meeting
to

* A dotachiment frem the froops, then at Dameers, Eﬁttéal?y
mariied,
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to confult upon matters of importance to themfelves

and the public, as they had an undoubted right 10 do,
by the ftanding laws of the colony. A numhic of

the moft refpe&able inhabitants of that town, were
arrefled and threatened with imprifonment, by Ge-
neral Gage's order, for calling the inhabitants toge-
ther, at the mecting aforefaid. The province
flores of powder, which were depofited at Med-
Jord, werealfo clandeftinely feized, by a large detach-

ment of the troops, and conveyed with all poffible
difpatch, to Boflon ; as were, at the {ame time, alfo,

fome feld-preces at Cambridge+  Intrenchments
are throwing up, by Gage’s army, and the town of
Boflan becomes a garrifon, and the inhabitants be-
come prifoners, at the pleafure of the troops  And

notwithftanding Gage's repeated profeflions, of hav-
ing:
marched, by Gage's order, into the town ef Sal-m, with orders
(as it was faid) to fi-e upun the inhabitants, if they refufed to
difperfe.---But, as it hippened, they had accomplhithed the affars
upon which they met, before the troops arrived, and even before
they knew of their approach, | his bappily prevented ihe
troops the opportuniiy of executirg their orders, and of fedding
of blood, for ihat time.,
t This feizure of the ftores, &:. rouf:d the people more than
any thing, that had happencd before, Accordingly, .he nex:
day, viz. Sept, 2. 1774 Jeveral thon.ands not of \he rab I, as

minifterial Lirelings have been difpofed (o {peak ; but of the re-
{pectable frecholders and free men of the adjacent towns, col-

lected a: Cambridge ; and to fhew their refentment at fuch boffu/e
meafures, and their determined refalution never o fubmit to the
oppreffive ads, without tumult or outrage, called Lieut, Governor
Olier, and a number more of the mandamus councellsrs belire
them, and invited them to refign their fears at the board, and
to declare, in a very folemn manner, that cthev sever would huld
any office or poft, by virtue of faid alts. ‘I'he grntlemen ap-
plied to, complied with their propofals, to gencral fa.sfaction,

Whether this itep, of the people, was prudent and juthifiable,
or not; it {erved to difcover their fentiments of che asts, of whica
they complained, and their determined setulution to opgor:
them : And this was the maiu thing atmed ut, 5y the tezy the,
tock, upon this aceafion.
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ing no defign againft the lives, or liberties, of the
people, every thing hath the appearance of hoflile
sntenttons, and of the near approach of blosd fhed
and war.¥ |

Many inhabitants both of the town an1 country,
are daily abufed and infulted, by the troops. The
devotion of God’s people, in their worfhipping affem-
blics, is frequcmly interrupted, and marks of the ut-
moft contempt aie caft upon religicn ufelf, Bodies
of troops from time to time march into the country,

with a view (as was fuppofed) to alarm, ternfy, or
awe the inhabitants to 2 fubmiflion.  On the Sabbath,
a day held facred to God and religion, by chrifhians,
while God’s peopic were in his houfe, engaged in de-
votion and the inftituied fervice. of religion, a de-
tachment of thefe inflruments of tyranny and op-
prefhon, clandellinely landed at Marblebead, and
making a quick march to Salem, attempt to feize
upon {ome cannon and other military {tores depofited
there to be ready for ufe, if wanted upon any impor-
tant cmergency — But, happily, they are difappoint-
cd in their defigns. by the fpirit and refolution of the
inhabitants, who {peedily colleéted upon that alarm-

ing occalion, At

* Gen. Gage repeatedly declared, in his anfwera to the re-
morftrances of the town of Boftor, the county of WorceRer ST
the Provincial Congrefs, that he had o hothle intentions, 1 any
of thefe meafures.  With what truth and fincerstty, the Genera:
made fuch declararions, his after condudl fully determined.

+ This unfuccef~ful expedition was made on Lowrp’s day,
Feb. 20, 1775, "The party confiled of about 200 or 300 men;
1t was commanded by Lieuc, Col. Leflie.  The veflels whicn
brought them to Marllebead, arrived 1n the bharbour, on tis
morning of the fabbath ; and the better to conceal {hew 1nien-
tions, lay quietly, at anchor, near to the wharves, with but very
few hands vpon deck {the troops being kept clofe) ull the peo-
ple of (he town were allembled for the fervices of religion.
While the inhabitants were thus engaged in cheir devottons to

{feon, tie party janded and made a {peedy march to Sasem.
But
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At length, on the might of the eighteenth of April,
1775, the alarm 1s given of the hofhile defigns of the
troops. ‘The militia of this town are called
together, to confult and prepare for whatever
might be ncceflary, or in their power, for their own,
and the common fafety ; thoogh without the lealt
defign of commencing hoftilties, upon thefe avowed
cnemies and oppreflors of their country. In the
mean time, under cover of the darknefs, a brigade of
thefe inftruments of violence and tyranny, make
their dpproach and with a quick und filent march,
on the morning of the nineicenth, Ihcy enter this
town. And this s the place wheic the fatal {eene
segins !—They approach with the morning’s light ;
and mose like murderers and cut-throats, than the
troops of a ¢hrilfian F:ng, without provocation, with-

cat o arning, when no war wes preclaimed, they draw
the fw:rd of wdslence, upon the nhabitants of this
town, and with a crueltv and Paroarity, which woul!
have made the moft haidned fava. so blofh, they //.m

INNOCENT BLOUD L :,.ut, O my GOD ' —
How fhall 1 ﬂ)cal{ l—or how delcribe the diflreis.
tac horrar of that awful morn, that gisumy day /--
1onder ¢ fre! I can witnels the mnscent Elad ot our
brethren flan I— And from thenze does their blosd
cry unt (nuf mr veIeance imtn the ","rmmd —-
There the tender father hied, and there the beloved
“Hn f-—-—The:re (e h.miy ;1:._:.‘.[{, L.LL. there the Lloon,
ik

Buat all their p eczation cid rot zvad! them for the atmrnh.;it
ment of therr corerprize. The n:gfr eyesobawatchiol and war.
pEOPlC. 1u1tly _]Ealu us of cyery incaite of thar ﬁppr{. mr~, |
not eaily cvaded. Their moiions werc oblerved, und fuc,
timely noti. ¢ given, that fuch numbers were cobleéted and fuce
me2fures taken, before they arrived, os cfiictudily fruitrar .
their defign and obliged them to return defeated and chagr o

¢ the i 11 (not of battd ) bur of murde-and 5.4
where our me-n were fived upon by the troops.
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‘ay youth (—~And therc the man in his full flrength,
with the man of years |—T hey bleed —they die. not
by the fword of an open enemy (with whom war 1e
proclatined) in the field of battle ; bur by the hand of
tiofe that delight in {poil, and lurk priviy that they
may fioed innscent blood !—But they bleed, they die,
not in thzir own caufe only ; butin the caufc of this
whole people—in the caufe of God, their country
and pofterity.—A- d they have not bled, they fhall
not bleed in vain.—Surely there is one thut avengeth,
and that will picad the caufe of the injured and op-
prefled ; and in hisowo way and time, will both cleanfe
and avenge their inpscent 0focd — And the names of
Munroe, Parfer, and others, that fell vitims to the
vage ot higod-thirfly epprcflors, on that gloomy morn-
ing. (hall be had in grateful remembrance, by the
people of this lacd, and ran{imitted to raiterity, with
Lonour and refpeet, throvghout all generations *
~—But who (hal) comfort the dittretfed relatives, —
the mourning widows, the fatherlels childien, the
weeping parents, or the afflicted {ricnds 7—>May the
confolations of that God, who huth hitherto {upport-
cd them. be {till their fuppore I—Upon him may they
fhil depead. ond from him 2nd his grace may they
{inl daive ali needed fopplics. 10 things firitual and
temporal 5 oand yet more and more expenence the
banhfuinels snd truth, the merey and goedneds, i the
Gaed of all conitort, May

* The perfens Litied, in the mo-ning, when holiilicies worc
fril comnenced, were, Mefiicurs Ncberd Munro, Feras Parier,

Somuel Haalsy, Frnatian Harrimgion, jur, ffase Mazzy, Caled
Htrrr,rh;‘rau gl ;:r“_',;; Srevy, ot chirgti}n > and ore —— Perter,
rt Wobere. Wounasd, Jedediah Murre, Thomas Winihip,
INa hacsd! parmer, "oiin Robbirs, Solonon Peirce, John Tidd,
1 feeh Ui ee, T eaczer Marro, jun, and Prince, a Negro, of
ot s L and Jecob Bacew, of Wo um, Aflerroon. Killed.
S otk anre o, Resienas and Navbaviel Uyman. Weund-

e £ Of TLE enemy, when rotreaneg, brancis Hrown,

58 .‘: P "t L] g ‘:.)"Ig
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May thofe that were wounded, and have fince ex-
perienced the tender mercy of that God, ¢ who
woundeth, and healeth, and bindeth \Jp,” be deep]y
imprefled with a {=nf> of his diflinguifhing goodnefs,
that their lives were {pared, while others were taken ;
2nd be perfuated, more cntirely than ever, to devote
them to God. his fervice and glory.

May all in this place, (till carefully remember,
notice and improve this awful difpenfation.— Particu-
larly, it concerns, not only thofe whofe fubfiance
hath been plundered, and whofe habitations have been
burnt, by thefe lawlels invaders; but alf) all, in ge.
neral, diligently and ferionfly 10 enquire, wheiefore
it is, that 2 righteous God ‘s contending with us, by
the fire and fwerd of the oppreflor :—And where-
fore it is twat this awful feene, of blood-fbed and war,
wss opened in this place.  May we flill humble our-
felves before God, under a {ente of the ferrsble things,
which in righteoufnels he hath done in the mid(l of us.
May we al{lobe deeply imprefled, with a moft grate-
ful tenfe of the goodnefs of God, in that fo much
mercy was remembred in judgment ; that {o few were
found among the wounded and flain, and fo few
habitations were confumed by the fire of the enemy,
when fo many were {pared, that were equally expof-
ed.  And may this day be remembred, to the glory
of God, and our own inftrufion and improvement,
{o icag as we hive,

Butir is not by us alone, that this day is to be no-
ticed.—Thic ever meiorable dayis fu'l of importance
to 2}! around-—to this whole land and nation ; and
big with the fate of Great-Britarn and America.—
From this remarkable day will an 1important era be-
gin for both America and Britain.  And from the
mineteenth of April, 1775, we may venture to pre-
4i&, witl be dated, in future iflory, THE LIBER-

TY
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according as a fovereign God fhall fee fit to fmile, or
frown upon the interefling caufe, in which we are
engaged.

How far the prophecy before us, may be applica-
ble, upon this folemn occafion, and with what dc-
gree of truth, or probability, it may be predi®ted, in
confcquence of the prefent unjuft and vnnatural war,
¢« that Great-Britarn fhall be a defolation, and
England be a delolate wildernefs, for the 2is-
lence againft the children of Amerisa, becaufe they

have thed INNOCENT BLOOD in their Jand -
But America fhall dwell forcver, and this pespie
from generation to generation. Arnd the LORD
himfelf will cleanfe their blood, that hic hath not a/-
ready c‘!cmyc’df’-——How far (I fay) this prophecy
may be applicable, in the prefent interefling contefs,
and how far 1t may be accomplifhied in the iffue there-
of, God only knows, and time only cun dilcover,—
But of this we ure certain, it we ¢ humble ourfelves
under the michty hand of God upon us, we fhall be
exalted, in his due tme ;” and it we nghtly improve
his dealings, « accept the puanifhment of our {ins’?
and righteonfly trult 1n his name, we fhiil {ee his
{alvation.

From what hath :ﬁrcady happened, in the rife and
pmgrcfs, and cven unto the prefent {tate of this moft
ntereing confl.i{t, we have the greateft reafon o
hope for an happy iffue, in the enc.  Though with
fire and fwerd, our encimies and oppreftrs have en-
deavoured to lay w {le and deftroy, ard though they
have begun and coricd on the war, fo far as their
power could enable them, with morc than favage
cruelty and barbarity ; yet, through the pucubar fa-
vour of heaven, they have not beenable to corry their
defigns to eflelt; yea, in mell qf their enterprizes,

‘!Hﬂr
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they have been greatly difappointed.—Not to fay
defeated and difgraced.—Inftead of awing the people
into {ubmillion, by thofe meafures of violence and
cruelty, with which they commenced hoftilitics againft
us, as they undoubtedly expedted, their fpirits have
been roufcd and awakencd thereby. beyond what any
other means could have ever affeGted : and with a
union and firmnefs, excee 'ing the moft fanguine ex-
pe&ations, they have armed to defend themfelves and
their country, and to rcvenge the 1njuries received
and the inccent blazd of thetr brethren flain. And
a merciful Gad, in various inftances, hath crowned
our arms with fuccefs and vitory. Not only the
acquifitions ar the weftward, and the progrefs of our
ariy in Canada, but the prefervatien and defence of
this calony ; and above all, the uncxpeled evacvation
of the tewn of Bojlon, which, at {uch immenfe coft,
they had fortiicd, and had {o long in their pofleflion
—and their defiroying the works of their own hands,
which with fo much labour and ¢xpence, they had
erefted ; befpeak the {pectal favour of heaven, to this
injurcd and oppreffed people ; and appear tobe happy |
omens of thofe further {uceefles, which are neceflary
o compleat our deliverance, and render this land «
quiet habitaton.

May that God, who is a God of righteoufnefs and
{alvation, lill appear tor us, go torth with our anmies,
rread down our encmies, and cleanfe and avenge our
innzeent Clisd, And my we be prepared, by a
ceneral repentance and thoreugn reformntien, for
iz grecious and powertul interpolinen iy o bebalt
«nd then may we fee the diiplays of M0 vower and

Slory for vur falvaten, Wiich €0 Ui anfinite

:-
mercy groat, for his merey's fves o wonil Jefus,
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A NARRATIVE, &c.

As it was not confiflent awith the limits of a fingle difecurfe, rogive a
Sfull account of the particulars of this mott {avage and murderous
affair 5 the following platn and faithful narranive of falts, as
they appeared to us in this place, may be matter of latisfaltion.

O N the evening of the eighteenth of April, 1775, we received
two meflapes ; the firtt verbal, the other Ay extrefs, in
writing, trom the commitiee of jafery, who were then fi ting in the
wellerly part of Cambridge, direted to the Honorable JO HN
HANCQCK, Efg; (who, with the Honorable SAMUEL
ADAMS, Efq; was then providentially with us) informing,
‘¢ that eight or nine cfficers of the king's troops were feen, jult be-
fore Eight, pafﬁng the road towards eringran, n a m:g/?ng. €6~

templative pofture ; and it was fufpected they were out upon
{fome evil defign,”

b

As both thefe gentlemen had been frequently and even pub-
licly, threatened, by the enemies of rhis people, both in England
and dmerica, with the wengeance of the Britifh adminiftration :—
And as Mr, Hancock in particular had teen, more than once,
perfonally infulted, by fome officers of the troops, in Boften ; 1t was
not without fome juft grounds fuppofed, that under cover of the
darknefs,fuda’m arrefl, if not afja/fination nﬁgllt be attemptcd,
by thefe inffruments of tyranny !

T'o prevent any thing of this kind, fen or twwelwe men were
1mmediately coileCted, in arms, to guard my houle, through tlc
night. y

In the mean time, faid officers pafled through this cown, on
the road towards Concord : 1twas therefore thought expedient to
watca their motions, and if poflible make {ome cafcnvery of their
intentions.  Accordingly, about 10 o'cleck in the evening,
three men, on horles, were difpatched for this purpofe.  As they
were praceably paffing the road towards Concord, in the borders of
Lincoln, they were fuddenly ftopped by fuia ¢ficers, who rede up
to them, and putting pillois to their breails and feizing their
horfes bridles, fvere, ;0 they flirved ancther flep, thiy jhonds be all
dead men |—L'he oiicers detained them feveral hous, as prises-
ers, examined, fearched, abufed and infulted thom ; and 1n
their halty return ({fuppofing thomfulves difeevered) they lele
them in Levingron.—3S5:d officers alfo took 1nto ceilody, abuizd
and threatencd wvich their lives {everal other perions ; fome of whom
they met peaceadly paling on the road, ethers even at te doore
of therr dweliings, without the lealt provocation, on the part ¢l
he rchabitants, or {Smuch as g aucliion aliod vy them, |

Heswoen
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Detween the hours of ravelve and ene, on the morning of the
NINETEENTH OF APRIL, we received
intelligence, by exprefs, from the Honorable JOSEPH
W ARREN, Efq; at Boflon, *¢ that a large body of the
king’s troops ({uppoled to be a brigade of abour 12,0r 1500) were
embarked in boats from Boffen, and gone cver to land on Lech-
were’s- Point (fo culled) in Caméridge : And that 1t was threwdly
fufpeted, that they were oiuered to {z1ze and deftroy the fores,
belorging to the eolony, then depofired at Concord,” 1n confequence
of General Gage’s wijuflifiable fe:zure of the provincial magaxine of
pinvder at ﬂrfe'fﬁrd, ard o:her cclony fleres in {everal other placce.

Upon this intelligence, as alfo upon information of theconduét
of the officers as above-mentioned, the mi/irra of this town were
alarmed, and ordcred to meet on the ufual place of parade ; not
with any defign of commencing boflilities upon the king’s troops,
but to confult what might be done for our own and the
people’s fafety: Andalfo tobeready for whatever fervice provi-
dence might cail us out to, upon this alarming occafion, 1n cafe
cvert als of wiolence, or open beflilities thould be committed by
this mercenary band of armed and blood-thirfly oppreffors.

About the fame time, two perfons were {ent exprefs to Cam-
bridge, 1f poflible, to gain 1intelligence of the motions of the
troops, and what rout they tock.

'The militia met according to order ; and waited the return
of the meflengers, that tsey might order their meatures as occa-
fion fhould require. Beiween 3 and 4 o’clock, ene of the ex-
prefics returned, informing, that there was no appearance of the
troeps, on the roads, etther frow Camlridge or Charlefloavn 5 and
that 1t was fuppoled that the movements in the army the eveniug
beiore, were only a feut to alarm the people,  Upon this, there-
fore, tihe miitia c.ompany were difm:fled for the prefent, bu: with
orders to be wihin call o tae dium,—waiting the return of the

toer meflenger, who was expected 1n about an hour, or foczer,
il any difcovery fhould be muce of the motions of the troops. —
But he was prevonted by their silent and fudden arrival at the
place where he was, waiting for intelligence.  So that, afier all
this precauiien, we had no notice of their appreach, ’nll #he
brigade was altwally in 52 toawn, and upon a guick march within
about amile and a (Juarer ol the meelinys ;.?EH_/E and ‘."!*f'a..*e jf”f‘.zr:dk.

Howevey, the commanding ohicer Limught beit to catl the
ccripanyregether,-..not wita any defign ot oppoting fo fupener
R force, men lys of commercing pefliictier ;) buionly vl Lovicw
te detenmnine wial 10 do, when and where o meet, and to difrads
ant it

Acccidy, ely, cheut batlan hour afier fous o'cleck, alare gune
CLEe fued, and ihe arumis CEAL 10 G NL AR Wi miadlis Were (el

iCEllIrg
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le&ting together.---Some, to the number of about 5o, or 6o, or
pefibly more, were on the parade, others were coming towards
it.—In the mean time, the troops, having thus flolen a march
upon us, and topreventany inteliigence of their approach, having
feized and held prifoners feveral perfons whom they met unarmed
upon the road, fcemed to come detsrmined for MUR D E R and
BLOODSHED ; and that whether provoked to it, or not !-.-
When within about half a quarter of a mile of the meetinz-bufz,
they halted, and the command was given to prime and load ;
which being done, they marched on ’till they came up totheeail
end of {aid meeting-houfe, in fight of our miliria (-clletting 25
aforefaid) who were about 12, or 13 rods diitant.---Immed:ately
upon their appearing /o fuddeniy, and fo nigh, Capt. Parker, who
commanded the silitza company, ordered the men to difperfe,
and take care of themfclves ; and mor 20 fre.-- Upon this, our
men difperfed ;---but, many of them, no: {o {peedily as they
might have done, not having the mott diftant idea ef fuch brural
Larbarity and more than favage CRUELT Y, 'rom the troops
of a Britif> K IN G, as they immediatcly cxpertenced !-.! -For,
no fooner did they come in fight of our company, but one of
them, fuppoled to be an officer of rank, was heard to fay to the
trogps, ** Damn them 3 wwe wili bawve them ’---Uron which
the troops ftheu:cod aloud, huzza’d, and rothed furtouily towards
our men.---About the fame ume, thice othcers (fuppaied to be
Col. Smirh, M2inr Piicairz and znother cfacer) advanced, en
horie back, to ine fronc ! the body, and coming within ¢ or
6 rods of the iz, one of them cried out, ** ye willains, ye
Reobels, difterfe , Dams yen, diferje ’- -or words to this effect,
Oneof them (whether the fame, or net, is net eafily determinea)
{aid, ¢ Lay donek year arms 3 Darin you, auby dow’t you lay dowon
your erims !”.-- I'ne fecond of thefe olticers, about this ume,
fired a pitol towards the mwifitia, as they were difperfing.--.The
foremolt, who was within a few yards of our men, brandifhing
his fword, and then powncng towards them, with a loud voice
{aid, to the troops, ¢ Fire !--By God, fire " -which was in-
flandy foliowed by a difcharge of anms from the f{aid troops,
{fucceeded 0y a very heavv and ciofc ke upon our pariv, dif-
perfing, fo long as any of them were within reach .- . Eipht quers
It/ dead upon tis =round I* Jen aveve awsunded.---The refl of the
company, tarough divine goodrefs, were (to a miracle) preferv-
ed unhurt in this murdereus adtion !

A< to the quettion, ¢ Who tired rit 2'---1f it can be a queftion
with any ; we may obferve. that theugh Gomeral Gase hadi bren
rleafed to tell the world, 1a his account of this fawvage (ranuSion,
«- that the troops were fired upoa by 1de rebels out of the weetiny-

houle,

€ Lorthe nam: of yaz iznicd 21 wosased, foe o page 235, nove.
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koist, and the meighbouring houfes, as well as by thofe that were
were in the field ; and that the troops orly returced the fire, and
pafled on their way to Concord ;”’---yet nothing can be more

certain than the contrary, and notlung more falfe, weak, or
wicked, than {u-h a reprefentation.

‘Ta {7y nothing of the at{urdity of the fuppofition, ¢ that 5o,
60, or even 70 men, {hould, in the open ficld, commence b-flilities
witn 12, O 150¢, ot the beft croops of Britain,* norof the £noavn
determination of tas fmall party of Americars, upon no confide-
ration whatever, to begin e {cene of blood - A4 cloud rf avit-
nefjes, whofe veracty cannot b jultly difputed, wpen caté have
deciared, in the moft expiefs and poficive terms, ¢ rhat the
Britifh trosps fired fiiff :}.-And Ithink, we may fafely add,
without the leztt reaion or provocation.--Nor was there oppor-
cuntty given, for our men to have faved themielves, either by
layieg down their arms, or difrerlirg, as direled, had they
been difpefed to ; as the command te fire upon them was given
aimolt at t ¢ fame 1uitant, tha: they were urdered, by the Brivifb
eficers, O dijperfe, ¢ fav down their arms, Sc.

hu fhort, 1o ta: fron: fiéng fr? upon the king's tronps ; upon
the moft carcful enquiry. iy pears, that but very few of cur
people fired at all ; ard cvea Ay did not fire ull after being
fired upon by the troeps, thoy were wounded themfelves, or law
oihers killed, or wour ded by them, and lecked vpon it nex: ta
1m poflible for them to efcape.

As to any firing from tne meatin - -beafe, as Gage reprefents 5 1t
s certamn, that there werse but fiwr men 10 the mecting houfe,
when thetroops cams vp @ and they wer~ then gest'ng { 'me am-
muniaen, from the town tock, and had net fo much as leaded
inelr guns {except onc, whonever difcha geod 1t} when the trecops
fircd uron the mslirsa, A d s to the ma bbeuring ben/es, 1t1s
cgrally ceriain, that there was o hving from them, unicls, after
the ailperfion of cur e, {.me, +ho had fied to themn for
fhelier, raght fire trom them upon the treope.

Onecncurmtione maoie, culeretne Dri;:zclc quitted Lexington,
I bep leave to mennior, os what may give a turither {pecinien ot
the ifusr ond claracl e, of the ciicers and men, of this bedy of
s$rCops.--Alier the mesida company were difperfed and the finng

ceafed,

¥ I3coyer 2o, was the nember wethen fuppefed the brigade to confit of :
rheagh aiterwases, by the Left ecconnts, 1t appeared, that there were but sbout

a0,

T “rom amat ntimat? acnuamntance v ith the fentiments of the inhabitants
A, TS ferne tnen conedor iy armg, §thigk Dovay ollly affers, thatit wes
II r

recore n CeterTi ttinn £ot to commence hofhilities,uron the kine’s troops
hovy s thiey were eq.aliy determined to flard by cheirnghes to the Luft,

4 Yo Rassenve and depofitions, pudlifhed by authority,
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ceafed, the troops drew up and formed, in a body on the com-
mon, fired a wolley and gawe three buzzas, by way of triumpbh,
and as expreflive of the joy of VICT O RY 2nd glory of CO N-
QUE §T !--1--Of this tranfattion, I was a witnefs, having, at
that time, a fair view of thewr motione, and being at the diftance
of not more than 70 or 8o rods from them.

Whether this ftep was bonorary to the detachment, or agreeable
to the rules of war.--or how far it was expreflive of brawvery,
beroifm and true military glry, for 800 difciplined troops of
Great- Briain, without notice or provocation, to fall upon 6o, or
20, undifciplined Americans, who neither oppofed nor molefted
them, and murder 1ome and difperfe the reflt, and then to give the
fhout and make the triumph of wiélory, 15 not for me to determine ;
but muft be {ubmitted to the impartial world to judge.—~That
*¢ there is 2 God with whom 1s the power, and the glory, and
the vidtory,” is certain :.but whether he will /et bis feal to the
triumph, made upon this moft peculiar occalion, by following it
with further fucceffes, and finally giving up 1dis people into the
hands of thofe, that have thus creelly commenced hottilities againft
them, muft be left to time= to difcover.-.-Bus to return from this
digreffion, if it may be called a difgreffion.

Hawng thus vanguifb:d the party\n Lexington,the troops marched
on for Corcord, to execute their orders, in deftroying the ftores
belonging to the colony, depofited there---They met with no
interruption in their march ta Corcord.---But by fome means or
other, the people of Concord had notice of their approach and
defigns, and were alarmed about break of day ; and colleting
as foon, and as many as pflible, improved the time they had be-
fore the troops came upon them. to the beft advantage, both for
concealing and {fecuring as many of the public flores ag they
could, and in preparing for defence. --By the ftop of the troops
at Lexington, many thouiands were faved to the colony, and
they were, in a great meafure, fruilrated 1n their defgn,

When the troops made their approach to the eafterly part of
the town, the provincials of Concord and fome neighbouring
towns, were coliefted and collelting in an advamageﬁus poft, on
a hill, a hiitle diltance from the meering-boufe, north of the road
to the numuver of about 150, or 200 : but finding the troops tc;
be more than three times as many, they wifely retreated, firft to
a hill about 8o rods turthier north, and then over the zpreh.
sridze ({o called) about a mile from the town : and there they
walied the coming of the militia of the towns adjacent, to their
afliftance.

In the mean time, the Britfh detachment marched intp the
center of the town, A party of about 200, was ordered tg take
polleflion of faid biidge, o:er pariies were difpatched to varions

parts
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parts of the town, in fearch of public flores, while the remainder
were empioyed in feizing and deftroying, whatever they could
find in the fown-houfe, and other places, where ftores had boen
lodged.---But before they had accomplifhed their defign, they

were interrupted by a difcharge of arms, at faid bridge.
It feems, that of the party above-mentioned, as ordered to

take pofleflion of the bridge, one half were marched on about
two miles, in fearch of ftores, at Col. Barres’s and that part of
the town : while the other half, confilting of towards 100 men,
under Capt. Laawrie, were left to guard the bridge. The pro-
vincials, who were in fight of the bridge, obferving the troops
attempting to take up the planks of faid bridge, thought it
neceflary to diflodge them, and gain poflcflion of the bridge.---
They accordingly marched, but with exprefs orders not to fire,
unlefs firlt fired upen by the king’s troops.  Upon their approach
towards the bnidpe, Capt. Lawrie’s party fired upon them,
killed Capt. Dawvis and another man dead upon the {pot, and
wounded feveral others, Upon this our msliria ruthed on, with
a {pirit becoming free-born Americans, returned the fire upon the
enemy, killed 2, wounded feveral and drove them from the
bridge, and puifued them towards the town, ’ull they were
covered by a reinforcement from the main body. The provin-
cials then took poft on a hill, at {fome diftance, north of the
town : and as their numbers were continually increafing, they
were prepanag td pive thc troops a proper difcharge, on their
departure from the towa.

In the mean time, the king’s troops colleCted ; and havirg
drefled their wounded, deftroyed what ftores they could find,
and inf{ulied and plundered a namber of the inhabitaais, pre-
pared for a retreat.

«« While at Concord, the troops difabled two 24 pounders ;
deflroyed their z carriages, and {even wheels for the {ame, with
their limbers. Sixteen whecels for brafs 3 pounders, and 2
carriages with Jimber and wheels for two 4 pounders. They
threw 1nto the niver, wells, &c. about goo weighe of ball : and
ftove about 6o barrels of flour ; but not having time to perfe&
their work, one half of the flour was afterwards faved,”’*

The troops began a halty retreat about the middle of the day :
and were no fooner out of the town, but they began to meet the
etfels of the juft refentments of thisinjured people. The pro-
vincials fired upon them from various quarters, and purfued
them (though without any military order) with a iimnefs and
intrepidity, beyond what could have been cxpetted, on the firft
orfet, and in fuch a day of confufion and diftrels !...The fire

was returned, for a time, with great fury, by the troops as they
reureated,

® See Rev. M. Gordon's account.
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retreated, though (through divine goodnefs) with but little ex-
ecution.--~-This fcene continued, with but little intermiffion,
till they returned to Lexington ; when it was evideut, that,
having ielt numbers in killed, wounded, and prifoners that fell
into our hands, they began to be, not only fatigued, but greatly
ditheartened. And it is fuppofed they muft have foon{urren-
“dered at difcretion, had they not been reinforced....But Lerd
Percy’s arrival with another brigade, of about 1000 men, and
2 field pieces, about haif a mile from Lexington mesting-beufe,
towards Cambridge, gave them a fcalonable refpite.

The coming of the reinforcement, with 2k cannon, (which our
people were not fo well acquainted with then, as they have been
fince) put the provincials aifo to a paule, for a time,---But no
fooner were the £izg’s troops in motion,but our men renewed the
purfuit with equal, and even greater ardor and intrepidity than
before, and the firing on both fides cortinued, with but little in-
termiffion, to the clofe of the day, when the troops entered
Charlefloawn, where the provincicis conld not follow them, with-
out expofing the worthy inhabitants of that truly patriotic town,
to their rage and revenge.---That night and the next day. they
were conveyed 1n boats, ever Charles.River to B jlon, glad to
{fecure themfelves, under the cover of the fhipping, and by
{trengthning and perfeting the forufications, at every part,
. againft the further attacks of a juitly incenfed people, who, up-
on intelligence of che murderous tranfafiions of this fatal day, were
colleting in arms, round the town, in great numbers, and from
every quarter.

In the retreat of the king’s troops from Concord 1o Lexington,
they ravaged and pluncered, as they had opportunity, more or
Jefs, in moft of the hcutes that were wpon the road.---Bat after
they were joined by Pierey’s brigade, 1n Laxington, it feemed as
if @/{ 1he {i11le remains of humanity had left them ; and rage and
sevenge had taken the reins, and kuew no beunds 1.. Cloacking,
Surnitarey provifions, gosds, plurdered, fyolen, carvied ff, or deflioy-
od -~ Buildings (¢ lpecially dwwelang voutes ) adufed, deia, A, Laitered,
Sfouattered and almsff ruined I-- ddnd a5 1 this Fad net been cuviuoh,
number; of them doomed to the Runes !--Three d-veling houfes, !ive
fbops and & bai , awere luid in aghes, in exiug. 1. --slany otiers
awere et o1 five, in this trwn, in Cambridge, Fc. ana mnfl bave
Jeared the jan:e fate, bad not the clye purfust of the pro u'n. :a's pre-
wented, and the fames been frafivably quenched |-- 244 2o ail this ;
the unurmed, té} aged amd 11frm, avhe qvere wnatlc to e, are ina
bumanly fabbed and mir dered intheir babitaticry - e, even auoa
gin inctrld-bed, wvith their beloufs babes i tlazi s vasy a6 not efcaps

Lhe
L I|I""|‘I

¥ D:acen Loriap's houfe 27d barey Moo Lads Mu'Hkos usufe, and Qar
f0.7 1op, ana M. |- i Bera's Dubdz el g
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the boreid alternative, of being either cruelly murdered in their beds,
Burnt in their babitations, or turmed isto the freets to perifl with
cold, rtabednifi and diffrefs®!-- But I forbear--wordr are too infignifi-
cant to exprefs, the horrid barbarities of 1hat diffreffing day 1..].. 14

Our lofs, in the feveral aftions of that day, was 49 killed,
34 wounded and ¢ miffing, who were taken prifoners. and have
fince been exchanged. The enemy’s lofs, according to the beft
dccounts, in killed, wounded and mifling, about 300.

As the war was thus began with fawvage cruelty, in the aggreff-
ors ; {o it has been carried on with the fame temper und {pirit,
by the enemy in but too many inftances. Witnefs the avanton
eruelty, difcovered in burning Charleflowvn, Norfolk, Falmouth, &c.
But as events which have taken place fince the ewer memorable
nineteenth of dpril, 1775, do not properly come within the come.
pafs of this narrative, they mult be left for fome abler pea to
relate.

® See dep. publithed by authority.
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ERMON, page g, line 10, cele im.  Pzge 13, hine 13,
read proudf. Page 16, line 1, 1ead confrmed. 1b1d, hine
1¢, rcad difciplines Page 19, line 0, 1ead even. FPage 2o,
line 7, read defence. ib. Note, line 10, read Boffcr.  Page 23,
line 1, read of a different. 1b. line 14, read coerave, ‘Page
26, line 13, read shrown. Page 30, line z4, read religion/y,
ib. line 14, read peculiar, Page 31, line 7, read gf=3rd.
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