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bhe fate of blosd-thirfly eppreffors, and
T GfO D’s care of his diftreffed pesple.

——

ha ]

JOEL, IIL 19, 20 and 21.

EcYrT fhall Se a defolation, and Epom fhall be a de-
Jolate wildernefs, for the vislence againf? the chil-
dren of Fudab, becaufe they bave fbed IN N O-
CENT BLOOD intheir land. But Judah -
JShall dwell for ever, and Jerufalem from generation
2o generation. For I will cleanfe their blood that

I have not cleanfed ; for the L O RD dwelleth
in Zion.

EXT to the acknowlcdgement of
the exiftence of a Deity, there is no
one Frinciple of greater importance
in religion, than a realizing belicf of
the divine government and providence,
as fuperintending the affairs of the univerfe, and in-
timately concerned in. whatever happens to mankind,
both as nations and kingdoms, and as individuals.
Deeply to be impreffed with a fenfe of thevdivine
providence, to realize that Gop s Govornor amoeng
the nations, that his government is wife and juft, and
that all our times and changes are in his hands, and
at his difpefal, will have the happicft tendency to
excite the moftgrateful acknowledgements of his good-
nefs in prof‘])erity, the moft cordial refignation to his
paternal difcipline in adverfity, and the moft placid
compofure and equanimity of mind in all the chang-
ing {cenes of life. Infpired with this divine princinle,
. we fhall contemplate, with gratetul wonder and de-

Light,




6  The fatc of bisod-thirfly oppreffors, and

light, the goodnefs of God in profperous events, and
devoutly acknowledge and adore his fosereign hand
in days of darknefs and perplexity, and when the
greatcft difficulties prefs. This will be a fource of
comfort and fupport under private afflictions and trials,
and this fhall encourage our hope in God znd truft in
his name, uader public calamitics and judgments.—-
Yea, however dark and myfterious the ways of pro-
vidence may appear; yet nothing fhall overwhelm
the mind, or deftroy the truft and hope, of thofe, thut
rcalize the government of hieaven,—that realize, that
an alwife Go . is feated on the throne,  and that all
things are well appointed for his chofen people,—for
them that fear him.

This prineiple and thefe fentiments therefore,
being of {o great ufe and importance in religion, un-
der the various difpenfations of providence, one great
defign of the prefent difcourfe, is to roufe and cxcite
us to a religious acknowledgment of the hand of God,
in thofe diltrefling fcenes of MURDER, BLGOD-
SHED and WAR, we are met to commemorate,
upon this folemn occafion

The paflage before us, it is humbly conccived, is
well {uited to confirm our faith, te excite our truft,
and encourage our hope, under fuch awful difpenfa-
tions, as it points out the method of God's govern-
ment and the courfe of his providence towards the
encmics and oppreflors of his people, and the fate of
thofe that thed tanocent bloed ; and at the fame time,
reprefents his peculiar care of his church and chofen,
and the affurance they have, when under oppretlion,
of refloration and cftablifhiment,-—and that God bim-
Self will plead their caule and both cleanfe and avenge
their fnnocent blood. < Egypt fhall be a defolation,
and Edom fhall be a defolate wilderncfs, for the vis-

ence againft the ebildren of Fudab, becaufe they

have



7 GOD's care cf his diflreffed pesple.
have thed INNOCENT BLOOD in their land.

But Zudah all dwell forever, and Ferufalem trom
generation to gencration.  For J will cleanfe their
biood, that I have not eleanfcd ; for the LORD
dwelleth in Zion.”

It is not neccffary to enquire as to the immediate
occafion, or iiteral fulfilment of the prephecy before
us, with refpe@ to the particular nations, or kingdoms
here mentioned. It is fufficient to our prefent pur-
pole to obfcrve, that Egypt was early noted, in fcrip-
ture hiftory, for opprefling God’s people, and caufing
them to ferve with cruel bondage. Edom alfo is
mentioned as guilty of wiolencs towards them, and
exprelling a mott imbittered hatred and revenge
againft them ; and from the expreflions in the rexte,
it is natural to fuppofe, that there had been fome, if
not many inftances of their fhedding innocent bliod
in their land.* Ifrae/, God’s chofen people, had
often fuffered violence, from both thefe ftates : So
that we have good reafon to fuppofe, that both Egypt
and Edom, in the language of fcripture prophecy, in
the text and other paffages, may intend not Egypt or
Edom only, but (proverbially) in a more general
fenfe, enemies, perfecutors or oppreflors of God’s
people, who violated their rights and liberties, religi-
ous and civil, and by the fword of perfecution or op-
- preflion, thed snnocent blood in their land.

Prophecies, efpecially thofe thatare, or may be,
of general ufe to the pcople of God, are but feldom
Jiteral, either in predi@ion or fulfilment. They are
rather of ufe to forethew great and interefling cvents,
as taking place in the world, in fuch time and man-
ner, and upon fuch perfons, focicties, nations, or
kingdoms, as fhall difplay the juftice and cquity of
divine government, apd the peculiar care which

- Hcaven

* Vid. Pfal, cxxxvii. -,
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Heaven takes of the church and people of God, for
their correttion, inflruion, prefervation or eftab-
lithment. Agreeably St. Peter fpeaks ftrongly for
this method of explaining and improving fcripture
prophecies, where he fays exprefsly, that ¢ no pro-
phecy of the fcripture is of any private inte}pretati-
on.”’® [t is, therefore, rational to fuppofe, that
though prophecies may have fpecial or immediate
reference to particular perfons, focietics, "nations or
kingdoms, and to events in which they may be im-
mediately interefted ; yet they may be fitly con-
fidered as having a further and more important in-
terpretation, which may be of general ufe for the di-
reion and edification of God’s church and people,
in all ages, to the end. 1In this general fenfe, there-
fore, you will permit me to confider the prophecy
in the paffage before us : and thus underftood, it is
eafly to fee {everal things fuggefted in it, worthy our
moft ferious attention and religious improvement,
upon fuch an occafion as this. -

In the firflt place, it is admitted, that for wife pur-
pofes, a jaft God may permit powerful enemies, or
™ oppreflors, to injure, do violence unto and diftrefs
his people, and to carry their meafures of violence
and oppreflion to fuch lengths among them, as to
ftrike at their iife and * fhed innocent blood in their
land.”

As God is the Sovereign of the world, and exer-
cifes his government for the glory of his name, in the
good of the whole, fo he hath a paternal concern
for the {pecial benefitand improvement of his church
and people.  All creatures are his fervants : and
God accomplifheth his defligns and carries his coun-
fels to effe@, by what means and inftruments he pleafes.
1t is with him alone, ¢ who is wonderful in counfel

and
* 2 DPet. 1. 20,

4. .
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The fate of blood-thirfly oppreflors, and ¢

and excellent in working,” to bring good out of
evil. When God deligns the re roof and correction
of hi. people, he can exercife this noly difcipline in
various wavs and by various means, as fhall beft an-
fwer the purpofes of his government.  This holy
difcipline is accordingly exercifed, fometimes by the
immediate hand of providence: as in wafting fick-
nefs parching drought, awful an1i defolating ear-h-
quakes, or other judgments, which are immediately
trom Gad himfe'f. Or this may be done more im-
mediately, by the inftrumentality of his creatures ;
and even the wicked, and thofe that love the wages
of unrighteoufnefs, that delight in oppreflion, watte
and fpoil, or thirft for nnocent blood, may be im~
proved :sthe rod inhis hand to corred, or punifh the
fins of his people. With this view the oppreflor is per-
mitted to injure, infult, opprefs and lay waltc ina land}
and to carry his meafures to the fhedding of inno-~
eent blood. With the fame defign does a fovereign
God give the enemy a commiflion, in war, with fire
and {word, to diftrefs and deltroy.

In fuch public calamities, it is true, it often comes
to pafs, that as individuals, the innocent are involved
and fuffer with the guilty ; and fometimes the in-
nocent alone. But however unjuft, or cruel the op-
preflor, and thofe that thirft tor blood may be, in
contriving and carrying into exccution tieir wicked,
opprilieve, or blooay deligns, they are no other than
inttruments in providence and the rod in the band of
the great Governor of the werld, for the reproof and
corre@ion of his people. Thefc things happen not
by accident, or chance, but by the dire&ion, or per-
miflion of that God, who is righteous in all his ways
and bholy in all his works. When 1frael finned cnd
did evil in the fight of the LORD. it is foid, « the
anger of the LORD was bot againit lirae!, .ad he

B detivered
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delivered them irto the hands of fpoilers that fpoiled
them, and he fold them into the hands of their ¢ne-
mies tound about and they were greatly diftrefled.”*
Hence alfo the dfyrian King is exprefsly  called
*“ the rod of Gon’s anger,” for the corredion of his
people.t And thus Egyp and Edem, in the pro-
phecy before us, in committing violence upon the
children ot Fudah and in thedding rgnocent blood in
their land, are held up to view as the rod in Gobp’s
hand, for the correion, reproof and inftru&ion of his
people. Agreeably. this is the language of a juft and
taithful Gon, in fuch difpenfations, ¢ hear ye the
rod, and who hath appointed 18.1

It matters not, therefore, who are the immediate
inltruments of violence and oppreffion, or by whofe
hands the blood of innocent perfons is fhed, or their
fubftance wafted and habitations deftroyed ; nor yet
from what motives, or views fuch aéts of oppreflion
and crueity are perpetrated, with refpe& to the re-
ligious improvement, that Gop expedls us, or any
people, to make of fuch heavy difpenfations. *Tis
Gop, and his hand—'tis Gop and his providence,
which we are firft of all concerned to notice, acknow-
ledge and improve. However unjuft our fufferings
may be from man ; yet, when we realize the hand of
Gor, the great and wife Governor of the world, as
concerned herein, fi'ence and fubmiffion is our indif-
penlible duty, and no murmer, or complaint ought
ever to be heard, bur with reverence and humility it
becomes us to bow before the LORD, and adoring
his fovereignty, afcribe righteoufnefs to our Gob.
Neither the infults of oppreflors, nor the flames of
our once delightful habitations, nor even the inno-
cent blood of our brethren flain, fhould move to a

murmuring word or an aogry thought, againft Goo,
‘ his

® Judg.ii. 14, 15.  tIfai.x. 5. 1 Mic. vi. g,
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his government, or providence.—** Shall we receive
ood at the hand of Ger, and fhall we not receive
evil *%—Apd « fhall not the Judge of all the earth
do right !+ The more grievoufly we are fmitten,
the more decply we are affeted, the more carefully
fhould we endeavour to realize our dependence upon
Gop, the more religioufly acknowledge his hand,
and che more earneitly return to him that fmites,
This is the lgffon of inftruétion, which Goo expelts
we fhould lesrn, by fuch bitter difpenfations, and
this the impravement he looks for, in us and his peo-
ple, in order to the refloration of his favour and our
redemption from enemies and oppreffors, who threaten
to lay wafte and deftroy. May thefe things, then, be
deeply imprefled on each of our hearts.—But I pafs
Secondly, To obferve the tate of oppreflors, and
the fentence of heaven againtt thofe, that do violence
to Gop’s people and fhed innocent biord in their
land. Egypt fball be a defolation, and Edom fhall
be a defolate wildernefs. for the vislence againfl the
children of “Fudab, becaufe they have fhed innocent

blood in their land, ’
However juft it may be in Gop to corret his peo-
ple, and whatever right is afcribed to him of improv-
ing the wicl.ed, as the rod in his hand to corre&, or
the fword to pu-ifh them ; yet this alters rot the
nature of their oppreflive defigns, neither does it
abate their guilt, or alleviate their crime, in thele
meafures ot injuftice, violence or cruelty, by which

the people of Gop are ditrefled.
bus Goo fpeaks of the Aflyrian king, a prince
noted in hiftory for his avarice and ambition, cruelty
and oppreflion, (and in him, of the Afyrian [late,
-whofe charalter was included in that of its king)
faying—¢* O Affyrian, the rod of mine anger, and
the

¢ Jobii. 10, + Gen, xviii, zg.
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the ftaff in their hand is mine indignation. 1 will fead
him to an hypocritical natir ; and againft the people
of my wrath will 1 give him a charge to take the fpoil,
and 1o take the prey, and to tread them down like the
mire of the ftreets. Howbeir, he meaneth not fo,
neither doth his heart think fo, butitis in his heart to
deftroy.  Whecretore it fhall come to pafs, that when
the LORD hawn performed his whole work upon
mount Zion, and on Jerufalem, 1 will punith the
fruit of the flout heart of the king of Aflyria, and the
glory of his high looks.”* And fo it came to pafs ¢
For this power, that with fuch a mighty hand, and
for {o long atime, opprefled Gop’s people and other
nations, in L:on’s due time, felt the ~eight of the
iron yoke and reccived double for all the injuftice,
oppreilton and cruclty it had exercifed towards others.

In this, and many other circumftances, with which
hiftory abounds, it 1s eafy to fee the fate of the ene-
mics of Gon’s people and oppreflors of mank.nd.—
But we nced not go from the text, for fatistallion in
this matter.  In the words of the prophecy before us,
we have the fentence of heaven againft the oppreflors
of f5e ’s people and the doom of thofe common
encmics of mankind, pronounced, and the reafon
thereof afligned, in the cleareft terms. Egypt fball
be a defulation, Edom fball be a defolate wildernefs,
Jer the violence againfl the children of Fuda:, be-
caufe they bave fhed tnnocent blood in their land.

The LORD is a Go:, that loveth righteoufnefs
and hateth iriquity, in whatever fhape, or chara&ter
itappears. Injultice, oppreflion and violence (much
lefs the fhedding of innocent blood) fhall net pafs un-
noticed, by the jult Governor of the world. Sooner,
or later, a juit recompence will be made upon fuch
workers of iniquity.—Yca, though hand join in hand,

n
* Ifai, x, 5.—3z.
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1n meafures of oppreflion and violence, againft Gep's
people ; and though their avarice, ambition, and law-
lefs thirft for po «er and domination, may carry them
on, ’till their fteps fhall be marked with inmocent
blood ; yet, certain it is, they fhall not, finally, go
unpunifhed. For a time, indeed, and burt fora ti- e,
fuch workers of unrighteoulnefs, fuch defiroyers of
mankind may pra&ife and profper ; but ¢ vengeance
flow, is vengeance fure” Their ways are marked
before Gop. Their punifhment and deftruction are
fealed in his prefence : And the time is haftning,
when deftruétion, withour remedy, fhall be their
rtion,

The truth of thefc fentiments hath ofien been
verified in providence, and the proud princes and
the moft powerful {tates have been taught, by f{evere,
by fatal experience, that defolation fromy the LOXD
swaits the impiery of thofe, that do volence to his
people and ¢ fhed innocent blood in their land.

Here then we may fee the light in which that peo=
ple, or nation, are to be confidered, that walk in the
ways of oppreflion, and that thirft for and fhed inno-
cent blood. Here we may alfo fee the ruin to which
they are haftning, the awful judgments that await
them, and the great reafon they have to fear the fen-
tence of heaven, denounced againft them, in the pro-
' g‘l;ecy before us, and s literal fulfilment upon them.

hich naturally leads in the laft place.

Thirdly, To obferve, in the prophecy before us,
the peculiar care Gobp takes of his church and people,
and the aflurance they have, cven whem alually
fuffering violence and under the cruel hand of op-
preflion, of redemption, reftoration and cftablifbment ;
and that Gop himfelf will plead their caufe, and both
¢leanfe and avenge their innocent blood. Nothing
ean be more direttly expreflive of this fentiment, or

a
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a firmer ground of affurance, for the confirmation of
the faith and hope of God’s chefen people in the be-
lief of it, than the promife and prephecy, concerning
Judah and Jerufalem in the text. While Egypt and
Edom, while the enemies and opprefliors of God’s
people, are doomed to that defolation, they fo juRly
deferve, the itrongeft affurances are given, ¢ that
Fudab (hall dwell forever, and Ferufalem from ge-
neration to generation For I, faith God, will cleanfe
their blood, that I have not cleanfed : For the Lord
dwelleth in Zion.” The words are plain, and nced
no comment. They fpeak the language of fcripture,
fa& and experience, for the confirmation of the taith
and hope ot God’s church and chofen, in days of per-
plexity and darknefs and when a&tually uader the in-
juftice, violence and cruelty of inveterate enemiss, or
blood thirfly oppreflors.

Here are two things, for the inducement and con-
firmation of the faith and hope of God’s church and
people, in fuch times of darknefs and diftrefs, which
are well worthy ferious notice and attention.

Firft, God’s word and promife, in which he affures
his people, that notwithftanding the violence of their
enemic- againft them, and the diftrefs and forrow their
oppreflors may have caufed them, by fheddia. innocent
blood among them ; yet they fhall never avail to
overthrow, or deftroy them ; but they fhall affuredly
be redcemed and delivered out of their hands, and re-
ftored and eftablilhed, as his church and people, in a
flourifhing ftate.

And then, {econdly, To leave no doubt upon their
minds, as to the fulfilment of this blefled promife, a
gracious God condefcends to explain him elf in the
cleareft terms poflible, and to fatisfy them, that no-
thing fhould fail of all that he had promifed, he af-
fures them that he would take the work into his ‘wa

handg,
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hands, and fee to the accomplifhment of it himfelf ;
that thue it might appear to them and to the world of
mankind, that the l.ord was with them and dwelt n
the midft of them. ¢« Judah fhall dweil forever, and
Jerufalem from generation to gemeration : For 7 will
cleanfe their blood, that I have not cleanfed ; for zhe
Lord dwelleth in Zi1on’——Words well fuited 1o chear
and comtort the finking fpirits of God’s afflitted, op-
prefled people : and words which might roufe the
faith, and give a fpring to the hope of the moft feeble
__and faint-hearted, among God’s people, in the depths
of diftrefs. For ¢ God is not a man that he fhould
lie, nor the fon of man that he fhould repent.¥—
* Hath he promifed, and fhall he not perform ?—
Hath he {poken, and fhall he not bring it to pafs *—
Blood is faid to be cleanfed, or avenged, when
Juttice hath taken place, and the murderer is punifhed.
God may be faid to cleanfe the innocent blood, which
may have been fhed among his people, by the {fword
of oppreflors, or encmies, when in providence he un-
dertakes for them, avenges their blood upen them
that {lew them, and reduces them to reafon or ruis.
The fword is an appeal to heaven,—when there-
fore, the arms of a people are eventually fuccefsful,
or by the immedate interpofition of providence, their
enemics and «ppreflors are fubdued or deftroyed-—
When a people are reinftated in peace, upon equitable
terms, and eftablithed in the enjoyment of all their
juft rights and liberties. both <ivil and facred : then
may t be faid, that the Lord hath cleanfed their in-
nocent blood, and then will it be manifeftly evident,
that their God is with them and dwelleth in the midft
of them,
Now of this God hath given his people the ftrongeft

aflurances, in the proph:cy bcfore us : and thefe
affurances
*Vid. 1. Sam. 135. 29.



GOD’s care of his diftreffed pesple. 16

allurances are conformed by the word of God, to his
people, throughout the facred fcriptures. So that,
though for their fins and the multitude of their
tranfgreflions, a righteous God may jultly affli¢t and
corre& his peop.e, by the hand of oppreflors, and
permit their moft important rights to be violated, their
fubftance deftroyed, their habitations to be laid watfte,
or even the innocent blood of their brethrea to be
wantonly fhed in their land ; yet flill he is their God,
in the midft of them, and will readily appesr for
their help, when they return from their evil ways,
acknowledge his hand and implore his mercy and
afliftance. ‘This holy difciple is no more than what
God hath given his people to expe®, as a reproof of
their declenfions, and as a means of bringing them to
a fenfe of their_ dependence upon him. Such dif-
penfations, are fo far from being an evidence, :bat
God hath forfaken his people, given them up, or for-
gotten to be gracious, that they are rather to be con-
fidered as demonftrations of his paternal care and
faithfulnefs towards them. Agreeably, in his coven-
ant with his {ervant David and his houfe, this method
of condu& is exprefsly ftipulated, as a token of his
fpecial care and faithfulncl!s). and ef the remembrance
of the covenant he had made. ¢ If his children for-
fake my law, andwalk not in my judgments :—Thea
will I vific their tranfgreflion wich the rod and their
iniquity with ftripes. Neverthelefs, my loving kind-
nefs will I not utterly take from him, nor fuffer my
faichfulnefs to fail. My covenant will I not break,
nor alter the thing that is gone out of my lips.”’*

In fuch vifitations, Gog evidently intends the beft
goad of his people ; not their deftruion, but their
rcformation : and if they fee his hand, humble them-
fclves under it and feek him aright, God will not

fail

* Plal Ixxxix, 30, 31. 32. and 33.
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fail to remember his covenant and his promifes for
them, and in his due time appear, in his power and
glory, for their relief.—Yea the bowels of his mercy
will be muved at their diftreffes, and his language
will be the fame as unto his people of old, when un-
der the Egyptian yoke, they were caufed to ferve with
cruel bondage « T have feen, I have feen the
affliion of my people which is in Egypt, and havs
heard their groaning, and am come down to deliver
them.”* And ro encourage his faints and people,
to truft on his aame and hope in his mercy, a gracious
God hath moft explicitly promifed them his prefence,
dire&ion and affiftance, in all their diftreffes, be they
ever {o numerous, ever {o great. His language is
merciful, condefcending and endearing—efpecially
when by the prophet Ifaiah, he fays to his afflited
people—¢ When thou pafleft through the waters, I
will be with thee ; and through the rivers, they fhall
not overflow thee : When thou walkeft through the
fire, thou fhalc not be burnt ; neither fhall the flame
kindle upon thee. For I am the Lord thy God,
the holy One of Ifrael, thy Saviour.”+ From thelc
paflages of facred writ, it appears, that as God in in-
finite wifdom, fees fit to exercife his pcople with trials
and afflitions ; and fometimes to call them to pafs
through the depths of adver(ity : fo he hath provided
for their fupport, znd given them the greateft realon
to hope for his prefence and aflitance, and the ftronz-
eft afurances, that they fhall be carried through all,
and in the end rejoica in God, as the hsly One of
Ifrael, their S AV IOU R —In fhort, nothing canbe
more expreflive of Gad's care of his people in diftrels,
and of the folid ground they have to hope for re-
demption apd falvation, in his way and timc, which
are always the bstt.

C We

* Alls v 24, + Ifsi i 2, 3.
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We may add, that further to confirm our faith and
encourage our hope, in thofe bleffed aflurances of
God’s prefence with his people, even in their heavieft
trials and greateft perplexities, we might fafely ap-
peal to the experience of his chofen, in every age,
from the beginning to the prefent time. This will
thow how eafy it is, with an infinitely wife God, to
bring good out of evil, and by the over-ruling hand of
Providence, to caufe the councils and meafures of
perfecutors and oppreflors, to haften the redemption
and eftabhifhment of the injured and opprefled, as well
as to bring upon themfelves, that contfufion and defo-
lation they fo juftly deferve.—Ard this will alfo
prove, how truly applicable the words of the prophet
arc, to God's chofen people in their diftrefles, in every
age, when fpcaking of the large experience Ifrael
had had, of the tender love and faithful care of a
merciful God exercifed towards them, he fays, that,
* In all their affl:&ion he was afflicted, and the angel
of his prefence faved them : In his love and in his
pity he redeeraed them, and he bare them, and carried
them all the days of old.*”

Nothing is more evident from hiftery and experi-
ence, than God's care of his people, and the wifdom
of his providence, in caufing the violence and oppref-
fion of theirf enemies, to operate for their advantage,
and promote their more {peedy deliverance. This
appears too plain, from various inftances, to admit of
chipute,

The children of Ifrael would not have been, fo
carly, perfuaded to have left the gardens of Egypt or
the tertile ficlds of the land of Gofben, and n the
tace ot cvery danger, attempted ro free themfelves
trvom the Egyptian yoke, had not their burdens been
incieafod 1o an unreafonable degree, by the violence

and

* Mailovie 3.0 9.
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and cruelty of thofe that oppreffed them, in that
houfe of bondage. And Pbharoah and bhis armies
would never have met with that difgraceful defear,
and awful deftru&ion, which overtook them in the
red /ea, had they not becn intatuated 1o purfue their
mealures of oppreflion and violence. when after it was
evident that their caufe was defperate, and that God
was again{t them.

Chriftendom would never have been rouled, from
that ftate of ignorance, and darknefs, and {lavery ir
was in—the proteftant league would never been en-
tered into with fuch firmaefs agd refol tion, to fhake
off the papal yske, and redeem.lgd\ church and flote
from the bierarchy of Rome, had not the cnormities
and violence of that power, by which they had beea
fo long oppreflcd, rofc to an intolerable heighth, and
put them upon the expedicne.®

The united flates ot Hslland would not have been
very eafily induced, to huve oppoled the power of
Spain, when at the meridian of its flrength and glory,

much

* The event of this bold attempt was haprv. A juft ani
faithful God ciowned the mealwes. of the confrarate fFuves,
with fuccefs, beyond their mott {againe expectations,  {rne
church was relcued from the dark:zefs and error, in which it ha
been involved for feveral hundred years before. A /orious -
Jormatisn tock place, which in a goud meafure, reitored che
chriftian religion to its ancient purity and native fimplicitly, in
many principal ftaies and kingZoms in Europe.  And a founda-
tien was laid for refauing qhe cieil Yiberiics of individuals, 1o-
cieties, ftates and kingdoms, as well as the common riohc of
mankind, from the iren Land ol tyranny, the good eyl of
which was feit, by the proteft int fiates and kingdoms, fo- fove.
ral ages fucceeding, and are aot totally loft as to e, even ac
thg prefzat dav, though more than two ceuturies nince. P
this impartant confediracy of the protefiant poaveri, in Eurone, i
1s evident, that, under providence, the power of the fea# and
the falie prophet received a fhock which it hath never recnvered,
~the papal power, bath in church and ftate, haviry been upon
the decline, from that time to this, i
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much lefs t~ have attempted independence of that
kingdom, had they not becn cfle@ually convinced, by -
a long ferics of injuries and oppreffion, and number-
Jefs violations of their moft facred rights, that there
was no other remedy. ¥ .

Britons would never have refifted their kings, and
flown to arms, in defenee of their invaluable rights

and liberties, had they not felt the weight of the iron
rod

* It is worthy of remark, that when the Span:fb court under-
txck the fubjugation of the Dutch provinces in the Netherlands,
Spain was in the moft refpeQable Rate, it had beea for a long
time ; having juft concluded a vitorious war, and being then
at peace with all the world. At the fame time, Spain had the
beR regulated army in Europe, commanded by the renowned
Duke of Alva,the moft experienced General then upon the Rage.
This wife, experienced and viCtorious General, with his veteran,
viftorious troops, was fent by the Monarch and court of Spain
(like Gage te Britain ) upon the wbholefome and pacific bufinefs of
fupporiing guvernment in the Dxseb provinces, and enforcing
ol'cdience to what were called che laws of the kingdem, or the
mandates of their fovereign. Accordingly, after renewed in-
juries and repeated infulis and cruelries, which rather tnvigorated
than ditheartaed the free and truly moble {pirits of the Darch, at
latt, it came to blood !—The conteft was, as might be expected,
Jmg and bitrer !---But, under every difadvantage, but the
righteoufnefs of their caufe, they rofc fuperior to their mighty
and numerous oppreffors ; and heaven, at length, decided in
their favour, crowned their endeavours with defired fuccefs, and
pave and eftablithed unto them that freedorw and independence, for
which they had fo érawely fought and fo freely bled. This free.
dom and independense, fo dearly purchzfed, they well knew how
to prize and preferve ; and by the fmiles of heaven, upon the
wifdom and policy ef their government, they have now enjoyed
the bieflings thereof, with but little iuterruption from enemics
abroad, or fations at home, for near two hundred years : And,
In proportion to the extent of their territories and the number of
inhahitants, they are, ac this very time, juftly eleemed one of
the richeft and moit flourithing ftates in Eurepe. Thus hath a
rightequs God been pleafed to plead their caufe, and ckanjeand
avenge their samocent blood ; and fet them free from the oppref-
fors hard. Is not the caufe of dmericans cqually juft ?-..1s not

ir God the fame ?
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rod of oppreflion and tyranny, and feen their danger
and the abfolute neceflity of fuch refiftance. to pre-
vent the total deprivation, of ali they held dear and
facred, as Freemen, Chriftians and a free Peeple.—
Charles would not have loft his kingdom, and
finally his life upon the Scaffold, by the hand of the
exccutioner ; nor Fames been obliged, in difgrace, to
quit his throne and abdicate the government of the
kingdom, had it not been for their own violent coun-
fels and meafures, to opprefs and enflave the people,
whom they were called to govern and proiedt.

Our fathers would never have forfook their native
land, delightfome habitatiens and fair poffeflions, and
in the face of almoft every danger and diftrefs, fought
a fafe retreat, for the enjoyment of religious and
civil liberty, among favage beafts and more favage
men in the inbsfpitable wilds of America ; had they
not been drove from thence, by the violence and
cruelty of perfecutors and oppreflors, in church and
ftate. The hierarchy of the church, by which they
looked upon the rights of confcience infringed, and
the arbitrary meafures of the flate, by which they
efteemed their civil liberties abridged, if not grofsly
violated, rather than any views of worldly gain (as
hath been envioufly hinted by fome) were the prin-
cipal caufes of their emigration, and the hope ancr ex-
petation of deliverance therefrom, gave the fpring to
the hazzardous undertaking.

And whea heaven fo far finiled upon their enter-
prize, as to give them foeting in the land ; and when,
atter numerons hardfhips and dangers, toils and dif-
treffes, they had fecured a pofleflion for themfelves
and pofterity, and obtained a confirmation of thofe
civil and religious libertics they had fought ; flill re-
taining a filia! affeftion towards their native country,
they feemed to have nothing morc at heart than that

4 American-
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Americans might be happy, in the cnjoyment of their
jult rights and liberties, as men and chriltians, under
the protetion of Britain ; and that Britain might be
flourifhing and glorious, in receiving the profits of the
labour, trade and induftry of Americans : And that
the conne&ion of America with Britan, and her de-
pendence, in this way, upon the Parent State, might
have been preferved inviolate to the end of time.—-
And it may be added, that there 1s no jult ground to
fuppofe, that it would have ever entercd the heart of
Americans, to have defired a diffolution of fo happy a
conne&ion with the Mbther-Country, or 1o have fought
.independence of Britain, had they not been urged,
and even forced upon fuch an expedient, by meafures
of oppreflion and violence, and the fhedding of inno-
cent blood.

Bur, alas !—Ill-judged counfels !.--Ill-fated mea-
fures of Britain, and the Britifb adminiftration,
with repe& to America, have broken in upon the
pleafing fcene, and fatally deftroyed the happy prof-

e&ts of both Britain and America ! .

At the clofe of the laft war, we arrived at that
happy period, to which our anceftors lovked, with
earneft expetation as the utmoft of their withes, as
the anfwer of their prayers, and the reward of all
their toils and fufferings. The favages were fubdu-
ed. thofe reftlefs neighbours, the French were fub.
je@ted, and this wide extended continent feemed to be
given us for a poffeflion : And we were ready to fay,
* there was none to make us afraid.”—But how un-
certain the moft blooming profpcéts ?—How vain—
how difappointing the moft rational, as well as raifed
cxpe&tations, in this imperfe& ftate ?—Scarcely em-
erged from the dangers and fatigues of a long and
diftrefling war, we are unexpe&edly involved in per-

plexities
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plexitics and anxieties of different kind, which by
degrees have increafed, 'till they are become morc
ferious, dangerous and diftrefling, than any ever yet
felt, by God’s people, in this once happy land.

Through the crafty infinuations, falfe reprefenta-
tions and diabolical counfels, of the enemies of God’s
people and the common rights of mankind, in 4me-
rica and Britain, acls of oppreffion are made by
the Parliament of England, in which we are not
reprefented, which deeply affe& our moft valuable
priviledges.  In open violation of owr chartered
rights, thele adls of unrighteoulnels and oppreflion, arc
attempted to be carried into execution, in thefle colo-
nies. After various threats of ccercive meafures, a
military force is {ent to inforce them, An innocent,
loyal people arc diftrefled, and every art, which wit
or malice could invent, is ufed to Hauter or fright, to
di~ide or dithearten, and finally fubjet us to the will
of a power, not known ia our charters, or even in the
Britifb cenflitution itfe)f. And as onc of the natural
confequences of fanding armies being ftationed in
populous cities, for fuch execrabic purpofcs, many
of the inhabitants of Bson arc infulted. At length,
under pretence of ill-treatment, the flreets of that
once flourithing city, are thiined with the innocent
blood ot a number of our brethren, wantonly or
cruelly flain, by thole fons of apprefhon =nl
violencc 1%

Upon the bigh relentmerts of the people,in con-
fcquence of this forred cutrece and viclence, there
was, tor a fhort time, a raunle in their meafores.—-

For

* This refers to the borrid maffacre, in Byffcn, on the evenin
of the gth of March, 1770, when the guaids, under the com
mand of Capt. Prefton, tired upon the inhabitants, in Kinge
ftreet, killed § perfons upen the fpor, and wounded a number .-
others, feveral of whoin afterwards died of their wourds'!
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For a moment the oppreffors themfelves feemed to
be ftruck with the horrid effeds of their own iniqui-
tous proceedings, and ftand agha/? at the fight of the
innocent blood they had fhed! Perhaps they were not,
at that time, fo thoronghly hardcned in fin, as they
have proved themfelves fince !-—But this paufe feem-
ed to be, not to repent of their evil deeds, but rather
to colle&t themfelves, and devife fome meafures more
efleftual : For fo far from giving over the execrable
delign, the plan of oppreflion is renewed. New aéls
arc pafled to diftrefs and inflave us. The luft of
domination appears no longer in difguife, but with
open face.—The flarving Port-Bill comes forth—
Gage arrives with his forces by fea and land, to carry
itinto exccution, with vigour and feverity.—And to
compleat the fcene, and at once, to make thorough
work of oppreflion and tyranny, immediately follow
the Buills, that fubvert the conflitution, vacate our
charter, abridge us of the right of trial by jurics of
the vicinity, in divers fpecified capital cafes, and ex-
pofe us to be feized, contrary to the laws of the land,
and carried to England to be tried for our lives !—
As alfo the Bill for cltablithing the popi/b religion in
Canada, contrary to the faith of the crown and. the
ftacutes ot the kingdom. .
Add to thefe things, the people are treated, in
various inftances, with indignity, feverity and even
cruelty  And, notwith{tanding every poffible expref-
fion of a peaceful difpofition, in this pcople, confift-
ent with a determined refolution and chriftian firm-
nefs, in defence of their rights and liberties, which
they held dearer than life, their property is frequently
and violently feized, and even their perfons and lives
are threatened. The inhabitants of Salem are

threat:ned with the fword,* for peacefully meeting
to

* A detachment from the rrogps, then at Danvers, altually
' marched,
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to confult upon matters of importance to themfelves
and the public, as they had an undoubted right to do,
by the ftanding laws of the colony. A number of
the moft refpeable inhabitants of that town, were
arrefled and threatened with imprifonment, by G-
neral Gage’s order, for calling the inhabitants toge-
ther, at the meering aforefaid. The provrice
flores of powder, which were depofited at M d--
ford, werealfo clandeftinely feized, by a large detiche.
ment of the troops, and conveyed with all puflivle
difpatch, to Boflon ; as were, at the fame time. alfo,
fome field-pieces at Cambridge+ Intrenchments
are throwing up, by Gage’s army, and the town of
Bofton becomes a garrifon, and the inhabitants be-
come prifoners, at the pleafure of the troops  And
notwithftanding Gage’s repeated profeflions, of hav-

mng
marched, by Gegs'’s order, into the town of Sal=m, with orders
(as it was faid) to fire upon the inhabitants, if they refufed 0
difperfe.---But, as it happened, they had accomplithed the affairs
upon which they met, before the troops arrived, and even be.ore
they knew of their approach.  This happily prevented the
troops the opportunity of executing their orders, and of fedding
of bleed. for that time, '
+ This feizure of the Rores, &<. roufed the people more than
any thing, thac had happencd before, Accordingly, he nerg
day, viz. Sept. 2, 1774. feveral thonsards, not of the rabsle, .
minifterial birelings have been dipofed to fpeak ; but uf tne re-
{pettable frecholders and free men of the adjacent towns, ~ -
letted ac Cambridge ; and to thew hei refentment a fuch bofrile
meafures, and therr determined ref luti.-n never :0 fubmit (0 ‘he
sppreffive ads, without tumuls or outrage, alled Lieuvt. G.vernur
Oliver, and & number more of the mandamus councellors belore
them, and invited them to refign their fears at 1h - board, and
to declare, in a very flemn manner, that hey rever would held
any office or poft, by virtue of faid ats. The gentemen s, -
plied to, complied wizh their propofals, to gen: rui fasisfaction.
Whether this ttep, of the people, was prulent an i juthifiable,
or not; it ferved to difcover tneir fentiments of .he aéts, of which
they complained, and their determined - fo'utio- to opn fe
them : And this was the main thing aumed at, by the fteps cucy
teok, upon this eccafion.
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ing no defign againlt the lives, or liberties, of the
prople, “every thing hath the appearance of boflsle
sntentions, and of the near spproach of blood fbed
and war.*

Many inhabirants both of the town and country,
are daily abufed and infulted, by the troops. The
devotion of God’s people, in their worfhipping affem-
blies, is (requentiy interrupted, and marks of the ut-
mof? contempt aie caft upon religion itfelf. Bodies
of troops from time to time march into the country,
with a view (as was fuppofed) to alarm, terrify, or
awe the inhabitants to a fubmiffion. On the Sabbath,
a day held facred 1o God and religion, by chriftians,
while God’s people were in his houfe, engaged in de-
votion and the inftituted fervices of religion, a de-
tachment of thefe inftruments of tyranny and op-
pretlion, clandeftinely landed at Marblebead, and
making a quick march to Salem. attempt to feize
upon fome cannon and other military ftores depofited
there to be ready for ufe, if wanted upon any impor-
tant emergency :— But, ha‘ppi!y, they are difappoint.
ed ‘n their defigns, by the fpirit and refolution of the
inhabitarts, who fpeedily colle@ed upon that alarm-

ing occafon ¢+ At

® Gen. Gage repatedly declared, in his anfwers to the re-
mori:2arces  f the :« wn of Boflon, the county of Woreefler and
the Provinciil Congrefs, “hat he bad »o h: Rile intentions, in any
of thefe meafures. With what truth and fincerity, the General
made fu-h deslarati-rs, his after crndn@ folly derermined.

+ Tuis o tuccefotul expedition was made on Lorp’s day,
Fib. 29, 1775,  The party confifed of zhout 200 or 300 mea ;
i was conr snded by Lieut. Col. Leflie. The veflals-which
t cught thin 1o Martlebead, arrived in the harbour, on the
vt ingof ne fabba.k ; a..d the better to conceal their nien-
tions, lay qui~ly, atanct or, near to the wharves, with bu: very
f unds upor deck (the woups being kept clofe) "till the pee-

|-t the i« n were - fl-mbled for the fervices of religive ——
While the ir.nabitants were thus emgaged in their devotions te

‘.00, the party landed and made a fpecdy march to Sﬂ;m.
. ut
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At length on the night of the eighteenth of April,
1775, the alarm is given of the hothle defigns of the
troops. The mriitia of this town are called
together, 1o confuli and prepaie for whatever
might be neceffary. or in their power, for their own,
and the common fatcty ; though without the leatt
defign of commeucing hoftilties, upon thele avowed
enemies and opprefliors of their country. In the
mean time, under cover of the darknefs, a brigade of
thefe inftruments of violince and tyranny, make
their »pproach, and with a quick and filent march,
on the moining of the nineicenth, they enter this’
town. And this is the place where the fatal feene
begins ! —They approach with the morning’. light ;
and more like murderers and cut-throats, than the
troops of a chriftian king, without provocation, with-
out warning, when no war was proclaimed, they draw
the fword of violence, upon the inhabitants of this
town, and with a cruelty and barbarsty, which would
have made the molt hardned favage blufh, they fbed
INNOCENT BLOOD !—But, O my GOD !
How fhall I fpeak !—or how defcribe the diflrefs,
the horror of that awful morn, that glovmy day /'—
Yonder o field can witnefs the innocent blosd of our
brethren flain !—And from thence does theip blood
cry unt» God for vengeance from the ground !—
There the tender father bled, and there the beloved
fon {-——There the hoary head, and there the bloom-

ing

But all their precaution did not avail them for the accomplih-
ment of their enterprize, The eagle-¢yes of 2 wa'chfel and wary
people, jultly jealous of every meafure of their oppreflirs, are
aet eafily evaded. Their motions were obferved, and ‘u.a
timely notice given, that fuch numbers were coliefted and fuch
meafures taken, before they arrived, as effedtually fruttraied
their defign and obliged them to return defeated and chagr n-d.

& The ficld (not of battlc) but of murder and blo Jf0:.2
vhere our men were fired upon by the tivops.
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in+ youth !—And there the man in his full flrength,
with the man of years !'—T bey bleed —they dre, not
by thc fwdrd of an open enemy (with whom war is
proclaimed) in the ficld of battle ; but by the hand of
thofe that delight in {poil, and lurk privily that they
may fhed innocent blood !—But they bleed, they die,
not in thzir own caufe only ; but in the caufe of this
whole people—in the caufe of God, their country
and poflerity.—A d they have not bled, they fhall
not blced in vain.—Surely there is one that avengeth,
and that will plead the caufe of the injured and op-
prefled ; and in hisown way and time, will both c/eanfe
and avenge their innscent blood — And the names of
Munroe, Parker, and others, that fecll vitims to the
rage of blosd-thirfly oppreflors, on that gloomy morn-
ing, fhall be had in grateful remembrance. by the
people of this land, and tranfmitted to poflerity, with
honour and refpedt, throughout all generations. *
—But who fhall comfert the diflrefled relatives,—
the mourning widows, the fatherlefs children, the
weeping parents, or the afflied friends °~—May the
confolations of that God, who hath hitherto {upport-
ed them, bc ftill their fupport !—Upon him may they
{ill depend, and from him and his grace may they
f1ill devive all needed fupplies, in things fpiritual and
remporal ; and yet more and more experience the
taizhfulnels and truth, the mercy and goodnefs, of the
Gad of ali comfort. May
* The perfons killed, in the morning, when hoftilicies were
firt commerced, were, Meflicurs Robert Munro, Fonas Parker,
Samuel Hadlcy, Jonatban Harringten, jun, Lfasc Muxsy, Caleb
Hirrington and Fobn Broaun, of Lexington ; and one — Perter,
of Woburr. \vuirded, Jededizh Munro, Thomas Winthip,
Na hariel Farner, Jokn R- bbins, Solomon Peirce, John Tidd,
Inieph Comcee, E .enezer Manro, jun. and Prince, a Negro, of
Lex rgton and Jacob Bacem, of Woburn,  Afierneon. Killed.
Tesedrais Munro F -hn Raymonds and Natbaniel Wyman. Wound-

¢, i puiiuic of the cnemy, when retreating, Francis Browa,
all of Lixing on.
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May thofe that were wounded, and have fince ex-
p-rienced the tender mercy of that God, ¢ who
woundeth, and healeth, and bindeth up,” be deeply
impre(led with a fenfe of his dittinguifhing goodnefs,
that their lives were {pared, while others were taken;
and be perfuaded, more entirely than ever, to devote
them to God, his fervice and glory.

May all in this place, ftill carefully remember,
notice and improve this awful difpenfation.— Particu-
latly, it concerns, not only thofe whofe fubftance
hath been plundered, and whofe habitations have been
burnt, by ttefe lawlefs invaders; but alfo all, in ge-
neral, diligently and ferioufly to eaquire, wherefore
it is, that a righteous God is contending with us, by
the fire and fword of the oppreflor :—And where-
fore it is that this awful feene, of blood-fbed and war,
was opened in this place. May we ftill humble our.
felves before God, under a fenfe of the terrible things,
which in righteoufnefs he hath done in the mid(t of us.

" May we alfobe deeply imprefled, with a moft grate-

ful fenfe of the goodnefs of God, in that fo much
mercy was remembred in judgment ; that fo few were
found among the wounded and flain, and fo few
habitations were confumed by the fire of the enemy,
when fo many werc {pared, that were equally expof-
ed. And may this day be remembred, to the glory
of God, and our own inftru@ion and improvement,
fo long as we live.

Butit is not by us alone, that this dav is to be no-
ticed.—This ever memorable day is tull of \mportance
to all arounda—to this whole land and nation ; and
big with the fate of Great-Britain and America —
From this remarkable day will an important era be-
gin for both America and Britain. And from the
nineteenth of April, 1775, we may venture to pre-

dift, will be dated, in future hitlory, THE L1BER.
TY

e
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TY or SLAVERY of the AM=RICAN WORLD,
according as a fovereign “jod fhall fee fit to {mile, or
frqwn upon the uterefting caufe, in which we are
engaged.

How far the prophecy before us, may be applica-
ble, upon this folemn occafion, and with what de-
gree of truth, or probability, it may be predi@ted, ia
confcquence of the prefent unjuft and vnnatural war,
«« that Great-Britain fhall be a defolation, and
Engtand be a defolate wildernefs, for the wio-
Jence againft the children of America, becaufe they
have thed INNOCENT BLOOD in their land :
But America fhall dwell forever, and this pesple
fron <encration to generation. And the LORD
himlelf will cleanfe thewr blood, that he hath not a/-
ready cleanfed "—=How far (I fay) this prophccy
mw=ay be applicable, in the prefent intereffing contef?,
and how tar it may be accomplifhed in the iffue there-
of, God only knows, and time only can difcover.—
Bat of this we are certain, if we ¢ humble ourfelves
under the mighty hand of God upon us, we fhall be
exalted. in his due time ;* and if we tightl{y improve
his dealings, ¢ accept the punifhment of our fins”
and righteoufly truft in his name, we fhall fee his
falvation.

From what hath already happened, ia the rife and
progreﬁ, and even unto the prefent fate of this moft
intereiiing confli®, we have the greateft reafun to
hope for an happy flue, in the end. Though with
fire and fword, our enemies and qppreflors have en-
deavoured to lay w.fte and deftroy, and though they
have begun and ciried on the war, fo far as their
power could enable them, with more than favage
cruelty and barbarity ; yert, through the puculiar fa-
vour of heaven, they have not beenable 10 carry their

defigns to cffe®; yea, in molt of their enterprizes,
they
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they have been greatly difappointed.—Nort to fay
defeated and difgraced.—Inftead of awing the pcople
into fubmiffion, by thofe meafures of violence and
cruelty, with which they commenced hoflilities againft
us, as they undoubtedly expefted, their fpirits have
been roufe! and awaken:d thereby, beyond what any
other means could have ever affe@ted : and with a
union and firmnefs, excee ing the moft fanguine ex-
peitions, they have armed to defend themielves and
their country, and to revenge the injuries received
and the innocent blood of their brethren flain. And
a merciful God, in various inftances, hath crowned
our arms with fuccefs and vifory. Not only the
acquifitions a: the weflward, and the progrefs of our-_.
army in Canada, but the prefervation and defence of
this ¢alony ; and above all, the unexpe&ted evacuation
of the tswn of Boflon, which, at fuch immenfe coft,
they had fortified, and had fo long in their pofleflion
—and thcir deftroying the works of their own hands,
which with fo much labour and expence, they hud
ere®ted ; befpeak the {pecial favour of heaven, to this
injured and opprefled people ; and appear tob happy
omens of thofe further fuccefles, whch are neceflary
to compleat our deliverance, and render this land a
quiet habitation.

May that God, whn is a God of righteoufnefs and
falvation, ftill appear for us, go torth with our armies.
tread down our encnies, and cleanfe and avenge our
innocent blood And my we be prepared, by a
general repentance and thoraugh reformation, for
his gracious and powcrful interpofiion in our behalt';
and then may we fce the difpla}'s ot his power and
glory for our falvation. Which Gad of Is infinite
mercy grang, for his mercy’s fake i Chrift Jolus,

A M E N
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A NARRATIVE, &c.

As it was not confif emt awith the limits of afingle diferurle, togive a
Sull account of the particulars of this moft lavage and murderous
affair 5 the folloaing plain and faithful narrative of falls, as
they appeared to us in this place, may be matter of latisfallion.

O N the evening of the eighteenth of April, 1775, we received
: two meffages ; the firlt verbal, the other by exprefs, in
writing, from the commitree of jafety, who were then fitting in the
wefterly part of Caméridge, direfted to the Honorable JO HN
HANCQCK, Efq; (who, with the Honorable SAMUEL
ADAMS, Efq; was then provi’entially with us) informing,
‘¢ that eight or nine efficers of the king’s troops were feen, jult be-
fore night, pafiing the road towards Lexington, in a mafing. con-
templatiwe pofture ; and it was fufpetted they were out upon
fome evil defign.”

As both thefe gentlemen had been frequently and even pub-
Jicly, threatened, by the enemies of 74is pe-ple, both in England
and dmerica, with the wengeance of the Britih adminifiration :—
And as Mr. Hancock in paricular had Leen, more than once,
perfonally infulted, by {ome offi -es of the troops, in Beiton ; itwas
not without fome juft grounds fuppofed. that under cover of the
darknefs, fudden arreff, if not afafinaticx might be attempted,
by thefe inffruments of tyranny !

. To prevent avy thing of this kind, fer or rwelas men were
ufn;ediately colleted, in arms, to guard my houfe, through the
night. - ,

In the mean time, faid officers pafled through this town, on
the road towards Concord : It was therefore thought expedient ro
watch their motions, and if poflible make fome difcovery of their
Intentions. Accorcingly, about 10 o’clock in the evening,
threc men, on horfes, were difpatched for this purpofe.  As they
were peaceably pafling the road towards Concord, in the borders of
Lincoln, they were fuddenly Lopped by faid cfficers, who rode up
to them, and putting piftols to their breaits and feizing their
horfes biid'es, fwore, if they flirred anotber flep, they fouda be all
dead men !— [he oflie:s detained them feveral hours, as prifen-
ers, examined, fearched, abufed and infulted them ; cnd 1n
their hafty return (fuppofing themfclves difcovered) they Iv-ic
them in Lexington.—5xid oflicers alfo teok into cuftedy, =bufed
and rbreatened withiheir lives everal other petfuns ; fome of whomn
they met peaceably pafling on the road, otaers even at the ddoors
of their dwellings, without the leafl provocation, «n the part of
the inhabitants, or fo much as a queition afk:d Ly lem.

Beveen
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Between the Lours of twe/ve and ome, on the morning of the.
NINETEENTH OF APRIL, we received
intelligence, by exprefs, from the Honorable JOSEPH
W ARREN, Efq; at Boffor, ‘¢ that a large body of the
king’s trosps ({uppofcd to be a brigade of about 12,0r 1500) were
embaiked in boats from Bofforr, and gone cver to land on Lech-
mere’s- Point (fo called) in Cambridge : And that it was threwdly
fufpe&led, that they were ordered to feize and deftrey the fores,
belongins t5 the eolomy .oen depofited as Concord,” in confrquence
of General Gage's unjuptifiabls feizure of the provincial magazine of
powder at Bledford, ard other cclony flores in feveral other placce.

Upon this intelligence, as alfo upon information of thecondu&
of the officcrs as above-mentioned, the milizia of this tewn were
alarmed, and ordered to meet on the ufual place of parade ; not
with any defign of commencing boflilities upon the Aing’s troops,
but to confult what might be donc for eur own and the
people’s fafety: And alfo to beready for whatever fervice provi-
dence might call us out to, upon this alarming occafion, in cafe
overt-aits of vielence, or epen boflilities thould be committed by
this mercenary band of armed and blood-thirfly eppreffors.

About the fame time, two perfons were fent exprefs to Cam-
bridge, if poflible, to gain intelligence of the motions of the
troops, and what rout they took. ,

'The militia met according to erder ; and waited the return
of the meflengers, that they might order their meaiures as occa-
fion fhould require, Between 3 and 4 o’clock, ene of the ex-
prefles returned, informing, that there was no appearance of the
troops, on the roads, either from Camdridge or Charlefloaes 5 and
that it was fuppofed that the movements in the army the cvening
before, were only a feint to alarm the people.  Upon this, there-
fore, the m:/itia company were difmifled fo. the prefent, bu: wich
orders to ke within call of the drum,—waiting the return of the
other meffenger, who was expedted in about an bour, or foouer,
if any Jifcovery fhould be made of the motions of the troops.—
Buot he was prevented by their filent and fudden arrival at the
place where he was, waiting for intelligence.  So that, afier all
this precaution, we had no notice of their approach, ’till the
brigade was a&inally in the toaun, and upon a quick march within
about a mile and a quarter of the mgering bomse and place of parads.

However, the commanding ofticer thought beft te call the
company tegether,---not with any defign of cppefing fo fuperior
a fovce, much kfi of commencing ieflilities 5 butoaly with a view
to determine what (0 do, whea and whcere to meet, and to difmife
ana difperfe.

Accordirg'y, about halfan hour after four o'cleck, a'arm gan:
awere fired, and 1he drums bcat 1o a1 s ; and “he midia were col-

.uung
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le&ing together.---Some, to the number of about 5o, or 6o, or
poflibly more, were on the parade, others were coming towards
it.—In the mean time, the troops, having thus flolen a march
upon us, and topreventany inteliig=nce of their approach, having
feized and held prifoners feveral perfons whom they met unermed
upon the road, feemed to come determinedfor MUR D E R and
BLOO DS HED ; and that whether provoked to it, or rot !---
When within about half 1 quarter of a mile of the meetin;-bouje,
thev halted, and the commund was given to prime and load ;
which being done, they marched on tll they came up to theeaft
end of faid meeting-houfe, in fight of our militia (rulle®ting as
aforcfaid) who were about 12, or 13 rods diftant.---Immediately
upon their appearing /o fuddenly, and /o nigh, Capt. Parker, who
commanded the militia company, ordered the men to difperfe,
and take care ot themfelves ; and oz 20 fire.--- Upon this, our
men difperfed ;---but, manv of them, not fo {peedily as they
might have done, not having the moft diftant idea of fuch brusal
éarbarity and more than favage CRUELYT ¥, trom the troops
of a Britifh K IN G, as they immediately experienced !--!-.For,
no fooner did they come in fight of our company, but one of
them, fuppofed to"be an officer of rank, was heard to fay to the
troops, ‘* Damn them 3 awe will ba<r thems I---Upon which
the croops thouted aloud, huzzea’d, and ruthed furicufly towards
our men.---About the fame time, three oflicers (fuppofed to be
Col. Smith, Majur Pitcaira and another officer) advanced, on
horle back, to the frout of the body, and coming wiihin ¢ er
6 rods of the militia, one of them cricd out, ¢ ye willains, ye
Rebels, difperfe 5 Darmn you, difjerfe I"- -or words to this cffeét.
Oneof them (whether the fame, or not, is not eafily determined)
faid, ** Lay down your arms ; Damn you, avry dom’t you lay donwn
your arms I’ --The fecond of thele ofticers, about this time,
fired a piftol towards the militia, as they were difperfing.---The
foremott, who was within a few yards of our men, brandifhing
his fword, and then pointing towards them, with a loud voice
faid, to the troops, ** Rire !.-By God, fire \”’--which was in-
ftaatly followed by a difcharge of arms from the faid troops,
fuccecded by a very heavy and clofe fire upon our party, dif-
perfing, fo long as any of them were within reach.---Eiglt wuere
left dead upon the greand !* Tew avere avsanded.---The rett of the
company, through divine goodnefs, were (to a miracle) preferv-
ed unhurt in this marderous alion !

_As to the queltion, ¢ Whofired firlt #'---if it can be a quetlion
with any ; we may obferve, that though Goneral Gage ha-h been
pleafed to tell the world, in his account of this favage tranta 7io.s,
*¢ that the troops were fircd upaa by ¢4 rebels out ur'the m:ctiug-

lon.
¢ For the nam:s of th: Killed an< wounded, fee Ssr. page 23, nods. “
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bevfz, and the meighbouring boufes, as well as by thefethat w:re
were in the field ; and thai the troops only returned the firc, and
pafled en their way to Concord ;”---yet nothing can be more
certoin than the contrary, and nothnng more falfe, aveak, of
svicked, than fuch a reprefentation.

To fay nothing of the abfurdity of the fuppofition, ¢ that 5o,
60, or even 70 men, fhould, in the open field, cemmence b:flilities
with 12, or 1500, of the beft troops of Britain,® nor of the #nown
determination of this fmall party of Americans, upon no confide-
ration whatever, to begin the fcene of blood +- -4 c/:ud of wit-
reffes, whofe veracity carnot be juftly difputed, upen oath have
declared, in the moft exprefs and pofitive terins, ¢ that the
Britifh trosps fired firff :1--And Ithink, we may fafely add,
without the leaft realon or provocation.-- Nor was there oppor«
tunity given, for our men to have faved themfelves, either b
laying down their arms, or difperfing, as dire&ted, had they
been difpofed to ; as the command to fire upon them was given

almott at the fame initant, that they wereordered, by the Bririfh
¢ijicers, O difperfe, to lay down their arms, &c.

In fhort, fo far from firing fir/t upon the king’s troops ; upon
the molt careful enquiry, 1t appears, that but very few of our
people fired at all ; and even #hey did not fire till after being
fired upon by the troops, they were wounded theinfelves, or faw
others killed, or wounded by them, and lovked upoa it next to
ampotlivle for them te efcape,

As to any firing from the szetin;-Eonfe, as Gage reprefents ; it
s certa'n, that therc were but foxr men 1in the meeting heufe,

when thetreops came vp : and they were then getting fome am-
munition, from the town fteck, and had not fo much as loaded
their guns (cxcept ene, who never dlfcharged it) when the troops
fired upon the mifitia.  Ard as to the neigbbouring boufes, it is
equzlly cernain, that there wasno firing from them, unlcfs, after
the dirpesfion of our mea, fcme, who had fied to them for
faelter, might firc from them upon the troops.

One circumftance more, before the brigade quitted Lexmgton,
T beg leave to mezntion, as what may give a turther fpecimen of
vhe fpirit and cLarader, of the oflicers and men, of this body of
8260ps.-- Atter the militia company werc dxfpcmd aud the firing

ccafed,

® 13ac0, or 15co, was the number wethen fuppofed the brigade to confift of :

theugh afterwails, by the beft accounts, itappeaied, that theie weie but about
$oo.

1 ¥rom a mofl intimate acquaintance with the fentiments of the inhabitants
of th1s towr, ghen colie@es in arms, I think 1 may boldly affert, thatit was
their knozu m detern ination not to cammence Loftilities,upon the king's troops ;
thoug’s they weie cyually determined to ftard by their rights to the lafl.

 Cec naniative and depofitions, publiied by authaity.
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ceafed, the trcops drew up and formed, in a bedy on the com.
mon, fired a wolley and gawe three buzzas, by way of triumph,
and as expreflive of thejoy of VICT O RY and glory of CO N-
QUE ST !--1--Of this tranfa@ion, I was a witnefs, having, at
that time, a fair view of their motions, and being at the diftance
of not more than 70 or 8o rods from them.

Whether this ftep was bonorary to the detachment, or agreeable
to the rules of war---or how far it was expreflive of éravery,
beroifm and true military glory, for Soo difciplined troops of
Great-Briain, without notice or provocation, to fall upon 60, or
70, undifciplined Americans, who neither oppofea nor molefted
them, and murder 1ome and difpcrfe the reit, and then to give the
Soout and make the triumph of wildory, 1s not for me to determine ;
but muft be fubmitted to the impartial world to judge.—That
¢¢ there is 2 God with whom is the power, and the glory, and
the viGtory,” is certain : but whether he will fer 4/s feal to the
triumph, made upon this moft peculiar occafion, by tollowing it
with further fuccefles, and finally giving up #bis people into the
hands of thofe, that have thus cruelly :ommenced hoftilities againft
them, muft be left to time to difcover.---But to return from this
digreflion, if it may be called a difgreffion.

Having thus wanquifb:dthe partyin Lexington,the troopsmarched
on for Concord, to execute their orders, in deftroying the ftores
belonging to the colony, depofited there---T'hey met with no
interruption in their march ta Concord.---But by fome means or
other, the people of Concord had notice of their approach and
defigns, and were alarmed about break of day ; and colleitin
as {oon, and as many as poflible, improved the time they had be-
fore the troops came upon them, to the beft advantage, both for
concealing and fecuring as many of the public ftores as th
eould, and in preparing for defence. --By the fop of the troops
at Lexington, many thouiands were faved to the colony, and
they were, in a great meafure, fruftrated in their defign,

When the troops made their approach to the eafterly par: of
the town, the provincials of Coscord and fome neighbourdn
towns, were colleted and colleting in an advantageous poft, on
a hill, a little diftance from the meeting-boufe, nortie of the road
to the number of about 150, or 200 : but finding the troops to
be more than three times as many, they wifely retreated, firft 1o
a hill about 80 rods further north, and then over. the worsj.
bridge (fo called) about a mile from the town : and there they
waited the coming of the militia of the towns adjacent, to their
afliftance,

In the mean time, the Britith detachment marched into the
center of the town, A pariy of about 200, was ordered 1o take
poflcfiion of faid bridge, other pa:ties were difpatched to various

parts
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parts of the town, in fearch of public flores, while the remainder
were employed in {eizing and deftroying, whatever they could
hnd in the town-boufe, and other places, where ftores had becn
Jodged.---But before they had accomplithed their defign, they
were interrupted by a difcharge of arins, at faid bridge.

It feems, that of the party above-mentioned, as ordered to
take pofleflion cf ihe b:ridge, one halt were marched on about
two miles, in feaich of ficres, at Col. Barre’s and that part of
the town : while the other half, confilting of towards 100 men,
under Capt. Lawrie, were left to guard the bridge. ‘The pro-
vincials, who were in fight of the bridge, obferving the troops
attempting to take up the planks of faid bridge, thought it
neceflary to diflodge them, and gain poffeflion of the bridge.---
‘They accordingly marched, but with exprefs orders not to. fire,
unlefs firft fired upen by the king’stroops. Upon thesr approach
towards the bridge, Capt, Lawrie’s party fired upon them,
killed Capi. Davis and anoiher man dead upo: the fpot, and
wounded fcveral others.  Upon this our militia ruthed ov;, with
a fpirit becomirg fiee-born Americans, returned the fire upon the
enemy, killed 2, wounded feveral and drove them from the
bridge, and purfued them towards the town, *till they were
covered by a seinforcement from the main body. The provin-
cials then tock poft on a hill, at fome diffance, north of the
town : and as their numbers were continually increafing, they
werc preparing to give the troops a preper difcbarge, on their
dcparturc irom the town.

In the mean time, the king’s troops collctted ; and having
drefled their wounded, defwoyed what ftores they could find,
and infultcd and plundered a namber of the inhabitants, pre-

ared for a :etreat.

«« While at Concord, the troops difabled two 24 pounders ;
deftroyed their 2 carriages. and feven wheels for the {ame, with
their limbers. Sixteen wheels for brafs 3 pounders, and 2
carriages with limber and wheels for two 4 pounders, They
threw into the river, wells, &c. aboui oo weight of ball : and
flove about 6o barrels of fleur ; but not having time to perfe&®
their work, one half of the flour was afterwards faved.’’®

The troops began a hafty retreat about the middle of the day :
and were no fooncr out of the town, but they began to meet the
effclts of the juft refentmencs of this injured people. The pro-
vincisls fired upon them from various quarters, and purfued
them (though without any iwilitary order) with a firmnefs and
intrepidity, bcyond what could have been cxpellcr, on the firft
onfet, and in fuch a day of confufion and diftrefs !---Thc fire
was returned, ior a time, with great fury, by the troops as they

retreated,

® See Reve Mr. Gordon's account.
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retreated, though (through divine geodnefs) with but lit:]e ex-
ecution.---This fcene continued, with but little intermiffion,
till they returned to Lexington ; when it was evident, that,
having loft numbers in killed, wounded, and priforers that fell
inzo our hands, they began to be, not only fatigued, but greatly
difheartened. And it is fuppofed they muft have foon {urren-
dered at difcretion, had they not beea reinforced.---But Lerd
Pe-¢y’s arrival with another brigade, of about 1000 men, and
2 field pieces, about half 2 mile from Lexington mecting-benfe,
towards Cambridge, gavg them a feafonable refpite. °
The coming of the reinforcement, with ¢5¢ cannon, (whi h our
people were not fo well acquainted with chen, as they have been
fince) put the provincials alfo to a paufe, fora time.---But nc
fooner were the £ing’s ¢rigps in motion,but our men renewed the
purfuit vith equal, and even greater ardor and intrepidity than
tefore, and the firing on both fides ccatinued, with but little in-
termiffion, to- the clofe of the day, when the troeps entered
Charleftewn, where the prowincials could not follow them, with-
out expofing the worthy inhabitants of that fru’y parristic toavn,
to their rage and revenge.---That night and the next day, they
were conveyed in boats, over Clarles- River 10 Brflen, glad to
fecure themfelves, under the cover of the fhipping, and by
firengthning and perfetting the fortifications, at every part,
againft the turtber attacks of a jultly incenfed people, who, up-
on intelligence of the murdirous tranjaliivns ot this fatal day, were

™~ NS

collefting in arms, round the town, in great numbers, and from
every quarter.

In the retrcat of the king’s troops fiom Ciacerd to Lexington,
they ravaged and plundered, as they had opportunity, more or
Jefs, in moft of the houfgs that were upon the soad.---But after
they were jeined by Picrey’s drigade, in Le.xington, it feemed as
if &/l tbe little remaine of samantiy had leit them ; and rage and
revenge had taken the reins. wid kaew no beunds U.. Clearbing,
Jarnitare, previficns, gocds, ! o dered, broken, carried -, or defirey -
¢d!--Buildings (efpeciall; & :ciiing Lia'es | abuled, dofuced, battered,
Sattered and almoft ruiied '-- v w5 if this bod not been enough,
numbers of them doomed ts th: fames ! bree davellisg banfes, tave
Soops and a baru, avere loid in &, in Lexingtry * 1--ilany cthers
were fet on fire, in this t2un, in Caabridge, 85'¢c. and muft bave
Soared the Jame fate, bad wot the clofe purfuis of the procsincials pre-
vented, and the flames bizn jeajonabiy quinched !-- iidd to mil this 3
the unarmed, the aged ard infrm, avio were ukabl to_fee, are ina
bumanly flabbid and murdered intheir habitations ! - Y even avo-
men in child-bed, avith: their k:plefs babes in their ariis, av nt cfeape

the

® Deacon Lorirg™ hou'e and barn, Mr:. Latia Mu'iihen's houle, aid her
fou's thop, and Mr. Joinua Bone’s houte aad ik pe
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the Forrid alterrative. of berag eriher eruelly murdived in their lede,
burnt in their babutanicas, or turned imto the fireets to terl avith
cold, makednefs and difrets * - But I forkear--avords are too Infignifi
cant to exprefs, the borrid barbartties of that difireffing day !-- .I_,’_lf

Our lofs, in the feveral aions of that day, was 49 killed,
34 wounded and § mifling, who were taken prifoners, and have
fince been exchanged. 'The enemy’s lofs, according to the beft
accounts, in killed, wounded and mifing, about 300.

As the war was thus began with favage cruclty, in the aggreft.
ors ; fo it has been carried on with the fame temper und fpirit,
by the enemy in but too many inftances. Witnefs the avanton
crueity, difcovered in burning Charlefloavn, Norfolk, Falmouth, &ke.
But as events which have taken place fince the ever memorable
mineteensh of April, 1975, do not properly come within the come
palfs of this narrative, they muft be left for fome abler pen to
reiate.

® See dep, publithed by authority.
1 ¢ Quorum parts magna fui {” Vine

" E R R A T A

ERMON, page g, line 10, dele im. Page 13, linc 13,

read preudeft. *Page 16, line 1, read confirmed. ibid, line
1), read dijcipline. Page 19, line 6, 1ead evim. Page 20, .
line 7, read defemece. ib. Note, line 10, read Boflon.  Page 23,
line 1, read of a difftrent. ib. line 14, read coercive. Page
25, line 13, read thrown. Page 30, line 24, read religion/ly.
ib., line 34, read peculiar. Page 31, line7, read efectcd. -





