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JOEL, III 19, 20 and 21.

EcYrT fball 5e a defolation, and Epom fball be a de-
Jolate wildernefs, for the violence againf? the chil-
dren of ‘Fudab, becaufe they have fhed IN N -
CENT BLOOD intheir land. But Judzh
Jhall dwell for ever, and Jerufalem from generatisn
2o generation. For I will cleanfe their blood that

I have not cleanfed ; for the L O RD dwelleth

in Zion,

EXT to the acknowledgement of
the exiftence of a Deity, there is no
one rrinciple of greater importance
in religion, than a realizing belief of
the divine government and providence,
as fuperintending the affairs of the univerfe, and in-
timately concerned in whatever happens to mankind,
both as nations and kingdoms, and as individuzls,
Deeply to be imprefled with a fenfe of the divine
providence, to realize that Gop is Govornor among
the nations, that his government is wife and juft, and
that all our times and changes arc in his huads, and
at his difpefal, will have the happiclt tendercy to
excite the moftgrateful acknowledgements of his good-
nels in prol;Perity, the moft cordial 1efignation to his
paternal difcipline in adverfity, and the moft placid
compofurc and cquanimity of mind in all the chang.
ing fcenes of lite. Infpired with this divine principle,
we fhall contemplate, with gratcful woader and de-

Lghe,




6  The fate of blood-thirfly oppreffors, and

light, the goodnc(s of God in profperous events, and
devoutly acknowledge and adore his forereign hand
in days of darknefs and perplexity, and when the
greateft difficultics prefs. ‘This will be a fource of
comfort and {upport under private afli&ions and trials,
and this fhall encourage our hope in God and truft in -
his name, under public calamitics and judgments.—
Yca, however dark and mylterious the ways of pro-
vidence may appcar; yet nothing fhall overwhelm
the mind, or deliroy the truit and hope of thofe, that
realize the goverament of Leaven,—that realize, that
an alwife Go ' is fzated on the throne, and that all
things arc well appointed for his chofen people,—for
them that fear hin.

This principle and thele fentiments therefore,
being of {o great ufe and importance in relizion, un-
der the various difpenfitions of providence, onc great
defign of the prefent difcoutfe, is to roufe and cxcite
us to a religions acknowledgment of the han! of God,
in thofe diltreling fcenes of MURDER, BLCOD-
SHED and WAR, we are mct to commemorate,
upon this folemn occafion.’

The paffage before us, it is humbly conccived, is
well fuited to confirm our faith, te excite our truft,
and encourage our hope, under fuch awful difpenfu-
tions, as it points eut the method of God’s govern-
ment and the courfe of his providence towairds the
cnemics and oppreflors of his people, and the fatc of’
thofe that fhed innscent bloed ; and at the fame time,
reprefents his peculiar care of his church and chofen,
and the affurance they have, when under oppretiion,
of reftoration and eftablithment,—and that God him-
Self will plead their caufe and both c/ean/e and avenge
their tnnocent blood. ¢ Egypt fhall be a defolation,
and Edom fhall be a defolate wildernefs, for the vise

lence againtt the ebildren of Fudah, becaufe they
have



.GOD’s care of his diftreffed peaple. A

have thed INNOCENT B LOOD in their land.
But Zudab fhall dwell forever, and Ferufalem from
generation to generation. For I will cleanfe their
biood, that T have not clecanfed ; for the LORD
dwelleth in Zion.”

It is not neceflary to enquire as to the immediate
occafion, or literal tulfilment of the prephecy before

~ us, with refpe& to the particular nations, or kingdoms

. here mentioned, It is {ufficient to our prefent pur-

pofe to obferve, that Egypt was early noted, in fcrip-
ture hiftory, for opprefling Ged’s people, and caufing
them to ferve with cruel bondage. Edom alfo is
mentiened as guilty of wviclencs towards them, and
exprefling a moft imbittered hatred and revenge
againft them ; and from the expreflions in the text,
it is natural to fuppofe, that there had been fome, if
not many inftances of their fhedding innocent blvod
in their land.* Jfrae/, God’s chofen people, had
often fuffered violence, frem both thefs ftates : So
that we have good rcafon to fuppole, that both Egype
and Edom, in the language of {cripture prophecy. in
the text and other paffages, may intend not Egypt or
Edom only, but (proverbially) in a more general
fenfe, enemies, perfecutors or oppreflors of God’s
people, who violated their rights and liberties, religi-

. ous and civil, and by the fword of perfecution or op-

| preflion, fhed innocent blocd in their land.
Prophecies, efpecially thofe thatare, or may be,
of general ufe to the pcoplc of God, aie but feldom
dliteral, either in predition or fulfilment.  They are
trather of ufc to forefhew great and interefling events,
us taking place in the world, in fuch time and man-
ner, and upon fuch perfons, focieties, nations, or
kingdoms, as fhall difplay the juftice and cquity of
divine government, and the pcculiar carc which

Heaven

® Vid. Pfal, cyxxvii. 7.
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Heaven takes of th§ church and ‘pcople of God, for

their correion, inftrution, prefervation or eftab-
lilhment. Agreeably St. Peter fpeaks ftrongly for,
this method of explaining and improving fcripture
prophecies, where he fays exprefsly, that ¢ no pro-
phecy of the {cripture is of any private interrprctati-
on”*® It is, therefore, rational to fuppofe, that
though prophecies may have fpecial or immediate

reference to particular perfons, focieties, "nations or |

kingdoms, and to events in which they may be im-
mediately interefted ; yet they may be fitly con-
fidered as having a further and more important in- |
terpretation, which may be of general ufe for the di-’
reftion and edification of God’s church and people,
in all ages, to the end. In this general fenfe, there.'
fore, you will permit me to confider the prophecy
in the paflage before us : and thus underftood, it 18
eafy to fee feveral things fuggefted in it, worthy our
molt ferious attention and religicus improvement,
upon fuch an occafion as this. /

In the firlt place, it is admitted, that for wife pur-
pofes, a jalt God may permit powerful enemies, or
oppreflors, to injure, do violence unto and diftrefs
his people, and to carry their meafures of violence
and oppreflion to fuch lengths among them, as to
ftrike at their life and ¢ fhed innocent blood in theic
land.”

As God is the Sovereign of the world, and exer-:
cifes his government for the glory of his name, in the,
good of the whole, fo he hath a paternal concern;
for the fpecial benefitand improvement of his church}
and people. All creatures are his fervants : and|
God accomplifheth his defigns and carries his coun-
fels to effedt, by what means and inftruments he pleafes.‘
It is with him alone, ¢ who is wonderful in counfel!

and
® 2 Pet. 1. 20.

1
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and excellent in working,” to bring good out of .
evil. When God deligns the recroof and corre&tion
of hi people, he can exercife this holy difcipline in
various wavs and by various means. as fhall beft an-
fwer the purpofes of his- government.  This holy
difcipline is accordingly exercifed, fometimes by the
immediate hand of providence: as in wafting (ick-
nefs. parching drought, awful an: delolating earth-

uakes, or other judgments, which are immediately
trom God himfelf. Or this may be done more im-
mediately. by the inftrumentality of his creatures ;
and even the wicked, and thofe that Jove the wages
of unrighteoufnefs, that delight in oppreflion, wafte
and fpoil, or thirtt for snnocent blood, may be im-~
proved «sthe rod inhis hand to corred, or punith the
fins of his people. With this view the oppreflor is per-
mitted to injure, infult, opprefs and lay waftc in a land;
and to carry his meafures to the fhedding of inno-
aeng blood. With the fame defign does a fovercign
God give the enemy a commiflion, in war, with fire
and fword, to dittrefs and deftroy.

In fuch public calamities, it is true, it often comes
to pafs, that asindividuals, the innocent are involved
and fuffer with the guilty ; and fometimes the in-
nocent alone. But however unjuft, or cruel the op-
preflor, and thofe that thirft for blood may be, 1n
contriving and carrying into exccuton t.aeir wicked,
opprllicve, or blooay deligns, they are no other than
inliruments in providence and the rod in the band of
the great Governor of the werld, for the reproof and
correftion of his people. Thele things happen not
by accident, or chance, but by the diredtion, or per-
miffion of that God. who is righteous in all his ways
and holy in all his works., When 1irael finned and
did evil in the fight of the LURD, it is faid, ¢ the
anger of the LORD was hot again®t liruel, und he

B delivered
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- delivered them irto the hands of fpoilers that fpoiled

them, and he fold them into the hands of their ¢ne-
mies round about and they were greatly difirefled.”*
Hence alfo the 4fyrian King is exprefsly called

¢ the rod of GGeu’s anger,” for the corre&ion of his

people+ And thus Egyp and Edem, in the pro-
phecy before us, in committing violence upon the
children of Fudah and in thedding 1anocent blood in
their land, arc held up to view as the rod in Goo’s
hand, for the corre@ion, reproof and inltru&ion of his
people. greeably this is the language of a juft and
taithful Go-, in fuch difpenfations, ¢ hear ye the
red, and who bath appointed 1t.}

It marters not, therefore, who are the immediate
inftruments of violence and oppreflion, or by whofe
hands the blood of innocent perfons is fhed, or their

fubftance wafted and habitations deftroyed ; nor yet

from what motives, or views {uch adls of oppreflion
and cruety are perpeirated, with refpet to the re-
Jigious improvement, that Gop expefts us, or any
people, to maka of fuch heavy difpenfations. *Tis
Gop, and his hand—"tis Gon and nis providence,
which we are firlt of all concerned to notice, acknow-
Jedge and improve. However unjuft our fufferings
may be from man ; yet, when we realize the hand of
Go., the gieat and wife Governor of the world, as
concerned herein, fi ence and fubmiflion is our indif-
penfible duty, and no murmer, or complaint ought
ever to be heard, but with reverence and humility it
becomes us to bow before the LORD, and adoring
his fovereignty, afcribe righteoufnefs to our Gob.
Neither the infults of oppreflors, nor the flames of
our oncc delighttul habitations, nor even the inne-
cent bleod of our brethren flain, fhould move to a
murmuring word or an angry thought, againft Gono,
his
* Judg. 1i. 14, 13. t+ Ifai. x. 5. 1 Mic. vi. g.
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his government, or providence.—* Shall we receive
good at the hand of Go~, and fhall we not reccive
evil 7*%¥—Aqnd « fhall not the Judge of all the earth
do right I+ The more grievoufly we are fmitten,
the more deeply we are affefted, the more carefully
fhould we endeavour to realize our dependence upon
Gop, the more religioufly acknowledge his hand,
and the more earneitly return to him that {mites.
This is the leffon ¢ inftruftion, which Gor expects
we fhould le .rn. v fuch bitter difpenfations, and
this the impravereat he looks for, in us and his peo-
ple, in order to the rcfloration of his tavour and our
redemption from enemics and oppreflors, who threaten
to lay wafte and deftroy. May thefe things, th-a, be
deeply imprefled on each ot our hearts—Bat I pafs

Sccondly, To oblerve the fatc of oppreflors, and
the fentence ot heaven againii thofe, that do violence
to Gop’s people and fhed nnocent biood in their
land. Egypt fball be a defolation, and Edom jhall
be a dejolate wildernefs, fir the vislence againit the
children of Fudah, becauje they have fbed innscent
blosd in thewr land.

However juit it may be in Goo to corret his peo-
ple. and whatever rightis afcribed to him of improv-
ing the wicked, as the rod in his hand to correét, or
the fword to pu ifh them ; yet this alters not the
nature of their oppreflive defigns, ncither does it
abate tieir guilt, or alleviate their crime, in thefe
mcafures ot injuitice, violence or cruelty, by which
the people of Gon are di:rrefled.

Thus Gon fpeaks of the Affyrian king, a prince
noted in hiftory for his avarice and ambition, cruelty
and oppreflion, (and in him, of the Afyrian flate.
whofe charalter was included in that of its king)
faying—*¢ O Aflyrian, the rod of mine anger, and

the

¢ Job ii. 10, + Gen. xviii. 24.
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the ftafl in their hand is mine indignation. I will-fend
him to an hypocritical nati .n; and againft the people
of my wrath will I give him a charge to take the fpoil,
and to take the prey, and to tread them down like the
mire of the ftreets. Howbeit, he meaneth not fo,
neither doth his heart chink {o, butitis in his heart to
deftroy. Wherefore it fhall come to pafs, that when
the LGRD hath performed his whole work upon
mount Zion, and on Jerufalem, 1 will punifh the
fruit of the ftout heart of the king of Affyria, and the
glory of his high looks.”* And fo it came to pafs:
For this power. that with fuch a mighty hand, and
for fo long a time, opprefled Gop’s people and other
nations, in Gop’s due time, felt the - cight of the
iron yoke, and reccived double for all the injuftice,
oppreiiion and cruelty it had exercifed towards others.
In this, and many other circumftances, with which
hiflory abounds, it is eafy to fec the fate of the ene-
mics of Gou’s people and oppreflors of mank nd.—
But we nced not go from the text, for fatisfa&tion in
this marter.  In the words of the prophecy betore us,
we have the fentence of heaven sgainft the oppreflors
of Ge:’s peoplc and the doom of thofe common
cnemies ot mankind, pronounced, and the reafon
toereof affigned, n the cleacelt terms.  Egypt fbali
be a defilation, Edom frall be a dejolate wiidernefs,
Jer the vislence againfl the children of Fuda , be-
cauje they bave fhed innocent blocd in their land.
The LORD is a Gov, that loveth righteoufnefs
and hateth iniquity, in whatever fhape, or charaéter
it appears. Injuftice, oppreflion and violence (much
lefs the fhedding of nnocent blood) fhall not pafs un-
noticed, by the ju:t Governor of the world. Sooner,
or later, a juft recompence will be made upon fuch
-workers of iniquity.—Yea, though hand join in hand,
‘ n

® lfai. x, 5.—~13.
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in meafures of opprcflion and violenee, againft Gop’s
people ; and though their avarice, ambition, and law-
lefs thirft for power and domination, may carry them
on, ’till their fteps fhall be marked with innocent
blocd ; yet, certain it is, they fhall not, finally, go
unpunifhed. For a time, indeed, and but for a tin-e,
fuch workers of unrighteoufnefs, fuch deftroyers of
mankind may pralife and profper ; but ¢ vengeance
flow, is vengeance fure.” Their ways are marked
before Gop. Their punifhment and deftru&ion are
fealed in his prefence : And the time is haftning,
when deftrulion, without remedy, fhall be their
rtion,

The truth of theflc fentiments hath often been
verified in providence, and the proud princes and

e moft powecful ttates have been taught, by fevere,
by fatal experience, that defolation from the LORD
~waits the impiety of thofe, that do volence to his
- people and * fhed 1nnocent blood in their land.

tiere then we may fce the light in which that peo-
ple, or nation, arc to be confidered, that walk in the
ways of oppreflion. and that thir{t for and fhed inno-
cent blood. Here we may allo fee the ruin to which
they are haftning, the awful judgments that await
them, and the great reafon they h.ve to fear the fen-
tence of heaven, denounced againft them, in the pro-
phecy before us, and its literal fulfilment upon them.
Which naturally leads in the laft place.

Thirdly, To obferve, in the prophecy before us,
the peculiar care Gobp takes of his church and people,
and the aflurance .hey have, even when alually
fuffering violence and under the cruel hand of op-
preflion, of redemption, rcftoration and eftablifhment ;
and that Gop himfelf will plead their caufe, and both
cleanfe and avenge their innocent blood. Nothing
ean be more direétly exprefiive of this fentiment, or

) a
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a firmer ground of affurance, for the confirmation of
the faith and hope of God’s chefen people in the be-
lief of it, than the promife and prephecy, concerning
Judah and Jerufalem in the texe. While Egypt and
Edom, while the enemies and opprefliors ot God’s

ple, are . doomed to that defolation, they fo juitly
deferve, the itrongelt aflurances are given, ¢ that
Fudab thall dwell forever, and Ferufalem from ge-
neration to generation For I, faith God, will cleanfe
their blood, that I have not cleanfed : For the Lord
dwelleth in Zion.” The words are plain, and need
no comment. They fpeak the language of feripture,
fa& and experience, for the confirmation of the taith
and hope ot God’s church and chofen. in days of per-
plexity and darknefs and when aftually under the in-
juftice, violence and cruclry of inveierate enemises, or
blood thirfty oppreflors.

Here are two things, for the inducement and con-
firmation of the faith and hope of God’s church and
people, in fuch times of darknefs and diftrefs, which
are well worthy ferious notice and attention.

Firft, God’s word and promife, in which he a(Tures
his people, that notwithftanding the violence of their
enemie again(t them, and the diftrefs and forrow their
o?preﬂ'ors may have caufed th. m, by fheddin fnnocent
blood among them ; yct they fhall never avail to
overthrow, or deftroy them ; but they fhall affuredly
be redeemed and delivered out of their hands, and re-
ftored and eftablithed, as his church and people, in a
flourifhing ftate.

And then, fecondly, To leave no doubt upon their
minds. as to the fulfilment of this bleffed promife, a
gracious God condefcends to explain him elf in the
cleareft terms poflible, and to fatisfy them, that no-
thing fhould fail of all that he had promifed, he af-
fures them that he would take the work into his vwn

hands,
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hands, and fee to the accomplifhment of it himfelf ;
that thus it might appear to them and to the world of
mankind, that the Lord was with them and dwelt n
the midft of them. ¢ Judah fhall dwell forever, and
Jerufalem from generation to generation : For 7 will
cleanfe their blood, that 1 have not cleanfed ; for 2he
Lord dwelleth in Zion.””—Words well fuited to chear
and comfort the finking fpirits of God’s afflicted, op-
prefled people : and words which might roufe the
faith, and give a {pring to the hope of the moft feeble
and faint-hearted, among God’s people, in the depths
of diftrefs. For ¢ God is not a man that he fhould
lie, nor the fon of man that he fhould repent.*—
* Hath he promifed, and fhall he not perform ?—
Hath he {poken, and fhall he not bring it to pafs ?*—

Blood is faid to be cleanfed, or avenged, when
Juftice hath taken place, and the murderer is punithed.
God may be faid to cleanfe the innocent blood, which
may have been fhed among his people, by the fword
of oppreflors, or encmies, when in providence he un-
dertakes for them, avenges their blood upen them
that flew them, and reduces them to reafon or ruia.

The fword is an appeal to heaven,—when there-
fore, the arms of a people are eventually fuccefsful,
or by the immedate interpofition of providence, their
enemies and «ppreflors are fubdued or deftroyed-—
When a people arc reinftated in peace, upon equitable
terins, and eftablifhed in the enjoyment of all their
Jult rights and liberties, both civil and facred : then
may t be faid, that the Lord hath cleanfed their in-
nocent blood, and then will it be manifeftly evident,
that their God is with them and dwelleth in the midft
of them,

Now of this God hath given his people the ftrongeft

aflurances, in the proph:cy before us : and thefe
affurances
* Vid. 1. Sam. 13. 29.
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affurances are conformed by the word of God, to his
people, throughout the facred fcriptures. So that,
though for their fins and the multitude of their
tranfgreflions, a righteous God may juftly affli& and
corre& his peog‘.c, by the hand of oppreflors, and
permit their moft important rights to be violated, their
fubftance deftroyed, their habitations to be laid wafte,
or even the inmocent blood of their brethren to be
wantonly fhed in their land ; yet ftill he is their God,
in the mid(t of them, and will readily appear for
their help, when they return from their evil ways,
acknowledge his hand and implore his mercy and
affiftance. This holy difciple is no more than what
God hath given his people to expe, as a reproof of
their declenfions, and as a means of bringing them to
a fenfe of their dependence upon him. Such dif-
penfations, are fo far from being an evidence, that
God hath torfaken his people, given them up, or for-
gotten to be gracious, that they are rather to be con-
fidered as demonftrations of his paternal care and
faithfulnefs towards them. Agreeably, in his coven-
ant with his fervant David and his houfe, this method
of condu& is exprefsly ftipulated, as a token of his
fpecial care and faithfulnefs, and of the remembrance
of the covenant he had made. ¢ If his children for-
fake my law, and walk not in my judgmenis :—Then
will I vifit their tranfgreflion with the rod and thcir
iniquity with ftripes. Neverthelefs, my loving kind-
nefs will I not utterly take from him, nor fuffer my
faithfulnefs to fail. My covenant will I not break,
nor alter the thing that is gone out of my lips.”’*

In fuch vifitations, God evidently intends the beft
go d of his people ; not their deftruion, but their
reformation : and if they fee his hand, humble them-
felves under it and feek him aright, God wilfl_ ;mt

al
* Pfal. lxxxix. g0. 31. 32. and 33,
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fail to rcmember his covenant and his promifes for
them, and in his due time appear, in his power and
glory, for their relief.—Yeu the bowels of his mercy
will be moved at their diltrefles, and his language
will be the fame as unto his people of old, when un-
der the Ezyptian yske, they were caufed to ferve with
cruel boadage—— ¢ I have feen, I have feen the
affliion of my people which is in Egypt, and have
heard their groaning, and am come down to dcliver
them.”*® And to encourage his faints and people,
to truft on his name and hope in his mercy, a gracious
God heth moft explicitly promifed them his prefence,
dire&ion and afliltance, in all their diftre(fes, be they
cver {o numerous, ever fo great.  His language s
nmierciful, condefcending and endcaring—elpecially .
when by the prophet Ifaiah, he fays to his affli¢ted
people—¢ When thou pa{left through the waters, [
will be with thee ; and through the rivers, they fhail
not overflow thee : Whea thou walkeft through the
fire, thou fhal: not be burnt ; neither fhall the flume
kindle upon thee. For I am the Lord thy God,
the holy One of Ifrael, thy Saviour.”4 From thefe
paffages of facred writ, it appears, that as God in in-
finite wifdom, fees fit to exercife his people with trials
and afRi&ions ; and fomctimes to cail thiem to pafs
through the depths of adverlity : {o ic hath provided
for thetr {upport, and given themthe greateft reafon
to hope for Lis prefence and 2(lillance, and the ftrong-
eft «ffurances, that they hall be carried through all,
and n the end r¢oice in God, as the bsly One of
Ifrael, their SAVIOUR —1In fhort, nothing canbe
mare exprefive of God’s care of his penple in diftrels,
and of the folid ground ey have to hope for 1e-
demption and falvation, in his way and time, wiiich
are always the bett, :

C We

* Afls v 4 + I3 xhii oz, 3.
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We may add, that further to confirm our faith and
encourage our hope, in thofe blefled affurances of
God’s prefence with his people, even in their heavieft
trials and greateft perplexities, we might fafely ap-

al to the experience of his chofen, in every age,
Eam the beginning to the prefent time. This will
fhow how ea%y it i3, with an infinitely wife God, to
bring good out of evil, and by the over-ruling hand of
Providence, to caufe the councils and meafures of
perfecutors and oppreflors, to haften the redemption
and eftablifhment of the injured and opprefled, as well
as to bring upon themfelves, that confufion and defo-
lation they fo juftly deferve.—Anrd this will alfo
prove, how truly applicable the words of the prophet
arc, to God’s chofen people in their diftrefles, in every
age, when fpeaking ot the large experience Ifrael
had had, of the tender love and faithful care of a
merciful God exercifed towards them, he fays, that,
¢ In all their =Mi&ion he was afflited, and the angel
of his prefence faved them : In his love and in his

ity he redeeraed them, and he bare them, and carried
them all the days of old.*”

Nothing is more evident from hiftery and experi-
ence, than God's care of his people, and the wifdom
of +is providence, in caufing the violence and oppref-
fion of their encmies, to operate for their advantage,
and promote their more {peedy deliverance. This
Zplpears too plain, from various inftances, to admit of

ifpute.

l')I‘hc children of Ifrael would not have been, fo
early, per{uaded to have left the gardens of Egypt or
the ftertile fields of the land of Gofben, and in the
face ot every danger, attempted tq free themfelves
from the Egyptran yoke, had not their burdens been
increafed to an unreafonable degiee, by the violence

and

* i vie 3. o,
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and cruelty of thofe that oppreffed them, i that
houfe of bondage. And Pbharoab and bhis armies
wcald never have met with that difgraceful defeat,
and awful deftru&tion, which overtook them in the
red fea, had they not been infatuated to purfue their
meafures of oppreflion and violence, when after it was
evident that their caufe was defperate, and that God
was againft them. o

Chriftendsm would never have been roufed, from
thar ftate of ignorance, and darknefs, and flavery it
was in—the proteftant league would never been en-
tered into with fuch firmaefs and refol -tion, to thake
off the papal yoke, and redeem bbwh church and flate
from the hierarchy of Rome, had not the enormities
and violence of that power, by which they had beea
fo long opprefled, rofe to an intolerable heighth, and

ut them upon the expedicnt.*

The united fRates of Holland would not have been
very eafily induced, to have oppofed the power of
Spain, when at the meridian of its flrength and glory,

much

® The event of this bold attempt was happy. A juft and
faithful God crowned the mcafures, of the confederate flates,
with fuccefs, heyond their moft fanguine expettations, = The
church was refcued froin the darknefs and error, in which it had
heen involved for feveral hundred years before. A g/orious re-
Sormation took place, which in a good meafure, reftored the
chriftian religion to its ancienc purity and native fimplicitly, in
many principal ftates and kingdoms in Europe. And a founda-
tion was laid for refcuing the civil liberties of individuals, fo-
eieties, ftates and kinedoms, as well as the common righrs of
mankind, frem the iren band of tyranny, the good effefts of
which was fel:, by the proteftant ftstes and kingdoms, for feve-
ral ages fucceeding, and are not totally loft as to fome, even at
the prefeat day, though more than two centuries fince. By
this important confederacy of the protefant peuvers, in Europe, it
is evident, that, under providence, the power of the beaft and
the {a{/é propbet received a fhock which it hath never recovered,

e papal power, both in church and ftate, having been upen
the decline, from that time to this,
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miick, iefs t: have attempted independence of that
king.wm, had they not been cfic&tually convinced, by
a long teries of injuries and oppreflion, and number-
lefs violations of their moft facred rights, that there
was no other remedy. ¥  *

Britons would never have refifted their kings, and
flown to arms, in defenee of their invaluable rights
and liberties, had they not felt the weight of the iron

' ‘ rod

® It is worthy of remzrlc, that when the (panifb conrs under-
tnok the fubjugation of the Dutch previnces in the Netherlands,
Spain was in the moft refpeQable fate, it had beea for a long
time ; having juft concluded a vi®orious war, and being then
at peace with all the world. At the fame time, Spaiz had the
beft regulaied army in Eu:ope, commanded by the renowned
Dute :F Alva.the moft experienced General then upon the ftage.
"This wife, experienced and vitorious General, with his veteran,
viftorious troops, was fent by the Minarch and court of Spain
(1 ke Gage 1o Britain) upon the avhelifome and pacific bulinefs of
Jupporiiug gavernment in the Duzed provinces, and enforcing
otcdicnce to what were called che laws of the kingdom, or the
ma-~ lates of their fovereign. Accordirgly, after rencwed in-
juries and 1epeated infulis and crucliies, which rather invigorated
than difheartned the Sree and sraly zoble Apivits of the Duteh, at
lait, it came to blood !—The conieft was, as might be expecled,
Iny and bitser !---But, under every difadvantage, but the
3:.gtevufnefs of their caufe, they rofe fuperior to their mighty
and numecrous oppreflors ; and heaven, at length, decided in
their favour, crowned their endeavours with defired fuccefs, and
gave and eftablifhed untn them that freedom and inuependence, for
which they had fo bravely fought and 10 freely bled. 'This free-
dom und incependenee, o dearly purchifed, they well knew how
te prize and preferve ; and by the fmiles of heaven, upon the
wildem and.policy of their government, they have now enjoyed
the hicflings theserf, with but little interruption from encmiee
abroad, or faltions at home, for near two hundred years : And,
In prouoriion to the extent of their territories and the number of
, inhabiiaus, they are, at this very time, jultly elteemed one of
the richeft and mott flourithing flates in Eurepe. Thes hath a
righteous God been pleafcd to plead their caufe, and eleanfe and
avcrge their innocent Elosd 3 and fet them free from the oppref-
fors band. Is not the caufc of Americans equally juft ?---Is not
their God the fame?
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rod of oppreflion and tyranny,. and- feen their danger
aad the abfolute neceflity of fuch refiftance, to pre-
vent the total deprivation, of all they held dear and
facred. as Freemen, Chriftians and a free Pe.ple.—
Chartes would pot have loft his kingdom, and
fina'ly his lie upon the Scagfo/d; by the hand of the
exccutioner ; nor Fames been obliged, in difgrace, to
quit his throne and abdicate the government of the
kingdom, had it not becn tor. their own violent coun-
fels and mealures, to opprefs and enflave the people,
whom they were called to govern and protet.

Cur fathers would never have forfook their native
land, delightfome habitatiens and fair pofleflions, and
in the face of almoft cvery danger and diftrefs, fought
a fate retreat, for the cnjoyment of religious and
civil liberty, among favage beafts and more favage
men in the inbsfpitable wiids of America ; had they
not been drove fiom thence, by the violence and
cruelty of perfecurors and oppretlors, in church and
ftate.  The bierarchy cf the church, by which they
looked upon the rights of confcience infringed, and
the arbitrary mrafures of the flate, by which they
efteemed their civil liberties abridged, if not grofsly
violated, rather than any views of worldly gain (as
hath been envioufly hinted by fome) were the j)rin-
cipal caufes of their cmigration, and the hope and ex-
pedation of deliverance therefrom, gave the fpring to
the hazzardous undertaking.

And when hcaven fo far fmiled upon their enter-
prize, as to give them foering in the land ; and when,
after numcrous hardthips and dangers, toils and dif-
trefles, they had fucured a poffeflion for themfelves
and pofterity, and obtaincd a confirmation of thafe
civil and religious liberties they had fought ; flill re-
taining a filial affe&ion towards their native country,
they feemed to have nothing more at heart than that

Americans
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Americans might be happy, in the enjoyment of their
juft rights and liberties, as men and chriftians, under
the protettion of Britain ; and that Britain might be
flourifhing and glorious, in receiving the profits of the
labour, trade and induftry of .Americans : And that
the conneion of America with Britain, and her de-
pendence, in this way, upon the Parent State, might
have been preferved inviolate to the end of time.—
And it may be added, that there is no juft ground to
fuppofe, that it would have ever entercd the heart of
Americans, to have defired a diffolution of fo happy a
conne&ion with the Mot her-Country, or to have fought
independence of Britain, had they not been urged,
and even forced upon fuch an expedient, by meafures
of opfreﬂ'lon and violence, and zhe fbedding of inno-
cent blood.

But, alas !—]ll-judged counfels !.—Tll-fated mea-
fures of Britain, and the Britifh adminiftration,
with re'pe& to America, have broken in upon the
pleafing {cene, and fatally deftroyed the happy prof-

s of both Britain and America !

At the clofe of the laft war, we arrived at that
happy period, to which our anceftors lo ‘ked with
carneft expeQtation as the utmott of their wifhes, as
the anf{wer of their prayers, and the reward of all
their toils and fufferings. The favages were fubdu-
ed. thofe reitlefs neighbours, the Frenc were fub-
jected, and this wide extendcd continent fecmed to be
given us for a poffeflion : And we were ready to fay;:
¢ there was none to make us afraid.”—But how un-
certain the moft blooming profpeéts 7—How vain—
how difappointing the moft rational, as well as raifed
expelflations, in this imperfe& ftate >—Scarcely em-
erged from the dangers and fatigues of a long and
diftrefling war, we are unexpe@edly involved in per-

plexities
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plexities and anxietics of different kind, which by
degrees have increafed, ’tll they are become more
ferious, dangerous and diftreling, than any ever yet
“elt, by God’s people, in this once happy land.
Through the crafty infinuatiuns, falfe reprefenta-
tions and diabolical counfels, of the enemies of God’s
people and the common rights of mankind, in .4me-
rica and Britain, alls of oppreflion are made by
she Parliament of England, in which we are not
reprefented, which deeply affeét our moft vuluable
priviledges.  In open violation of owr chartered
s1ighes, thele adls of uncighteoufnefs and oppreflion, are
attempted to be carried into execution, 1n thefe colo-
nies. Atter various threats of coercive meafures, a
military force is fent t inforce them. An innocest,
loyal people arc diftrefled, and every art, which wit
or malice could invent, is uled to Hatter or fright, to
“vide or difhearten, and finally fubjedt us to the will
. a power, not known in our charters, or even in the
Britifb conflitution itfelf. And as one of the natural
confequences of fanding armies being {tationed in
populous cities, for fuch execrable purpofcs, many
of the inhabitants of Beffon are infulted. At length,
under pretence of ill-treatment, the flreets of that
once flourithing city, arc tlained with the innocent
biood of a number of our brethren, wantonly or
cravlly flain, by thofe fons of oppreilion and
violence ¥ ‘
Upon the high refentments of the people,in con-
[equence of this harrid sutrage and wivlence, therc
was, for a fhort time, a paulc in their meafores.---

For

* This refers to the borrid maffucre, in Baflon, on the evening
of the gth of March, 1770, wheu the guards, under the cam-
mand of Caps. Preflom, fired upon the inhabitanis, in King
Rreet, killed f perfons npon the fpot, and wounded a rumber o
others, feveral of whom afterwards dicd of iheir wounds !
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For a moment the oppreflors themfelves feemed to
be firuck with the horrid effcéts of their own iniqui-
tous proceedings, and ftand agha/? at the (ight of the
innocent blood they had fhed! Perhaps they were not,
at that time, fo thoroughly hardened in fin, as they
have proved themfelves lincc !—But this paufe fcem-
ed to be, not to repent of their evil deeds, but rather
to colle& themfelves, and dcvife fome meafures more
effetual : For fo far from giving over the execrable
defign, the plun of oppreflion is renewed. New ads
are paffed to diftrcfs and inflave us. The luft of
domination appears no longer in difguife, but with
open face.—The ffarving Port-Bill comes forth—
Gage arrives with his fcrees by fea and land, to carry
ittnto exccution, with vigour and feverity.—And to
compleat the fcenc, and at once, to make thorough
work of oppreflion and tyranny, immediately follow
the B:ills, that {ubvert the conftitution, vacate our
charter, abridge us of the right of trial by juries of
the vicinity, in divers fpecified capital cafes, and ex-
pofe us to be feized, contrary to the laws of the land,
and carried to England to be tried for our lives !-—
As alfo the Bill for eftablifhing the popifb religion in
Canada, contrary to the faith of thc crown and the
ftacutes of the kingdom.

Add to thefe things, the people are treated, in
various inftances, with indignity, feverity and cven
cruelty  And, notwithftanding cvery poflible expref-
fion of a peaceful difpofition, in this people, confilt-
ent with a determined refolution and chriftian firm-
nefls, in defence of their rights and liberties, which
they held dearer than life, their property is frequently
and violently feized, and even their perfons and lives
arc threatened. The inhabitants of Salem are

threatened with the fword,* for peacefully meeting
. to

* A dctachment from the rrosps, then at Danwers, altually
marched,
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to confult upon matters of importance to themfelves
and the public, as they had an undoubted right to do,
by the ftanding laws of the colony. A number of
the moft refpe&able inhabitants ot that town, were
arrefled and threatened with imprifonment, by Ge-
neral Gage's order, for calling the inhabitants toge-
ther, at tha meeting aforefaid. The province
Mores of powder, which were depolited at Med-
Jord. werealfo clandeftinely feized, by a large detach-
ment of the troops, and conveyed with all poflible
difparch, to Boflon ; as were, at the fame time, alfo,
fome field-pieces at Cambridge +  lIntrenchments
are throwing up, by Gage’s army, and the town of
Bo/n becomes a garrifon, and the inhabitants be-
come prifoncers, at the pleafure of the troops  And
nowithitanding Ga_e's repeated profeflions, of hav-

ing
marched, by Gaze’s order, into the town of Salem, with ordera
(as it was faid) to fire upon the inhabuaats, if they refufed to
difperfe.---But, as it happened, they hud accomplithed the affairs
upon which they met, before the troops arrived, and even before
thev knew of their approach. This happily prevented the
troops rhe opportunity of executing their orders, and of fedding
of bleed, for (hat time,

t "Uhis feizure of the Rores, &c. roufed the peop'e mere than
any thing, that had happened before, Accordingly, che neag
day, viz. Sept. 2, 1774, feverai thou/ands, not of ihe rabble, as
minifierial birelings have been difpofed to fpeak ; but of the re-
fpectable fre-holders and free men of the adjacent towns, col-
lected a' Caméridge ; and to fhew their refentment ac fuch boffise
meafures, and their determined refolution never :o fubmit to the
oppreffive as, without tumult or outrage, called Lieut. Governor
Oliwer, and a number more of the mandamus councellors before
them, and invited them to refign their feats at the board, and
1o declare, in a very folemn manner, that they never would hold
any ofiicc or poft, by virtue of faid as. The gentlemen ap-
plied to, cemplied with their propofals, to general fatisfattion,

Whether this fiep, of the people, was prudent and juftifiable,
or not; it fer_ved to difcover their fentiments of the a&s, of which
they complained, und their determined refolution to oppofe

them : And this was the main thing aimed at, by the #t
took, upon this occafion. & *h by e s the;
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‘ng no defign again(t the lives, or liberties, of the
~cople, every thing hath the appearance of boffile
:ritentisne, and of the near approach of bloed fbed
and war.*

Many inhabitants both of the town and country,
are duily abufed and infulted, by the troops. The
devotion of God’s people. in their worfhipping affem-
blies, is frequently interrupted, and marks of the ut-
moft contempt are caft upon religion itfelf. Bodies
of troops from time to tume narch into the country,
with a view (as was fuppofcd) to zlarm, terrify, or
awe the inhabitants to a fubmiffion. On the Sabbath,
a day held facred to Gaod and religion, by chriftians,
while God’s people were in his houfe, engaged in de-
votion and the inflituted fervice ot religion, a de-
tachment of thefe inftruments of tyranny and op-
prethon, clandeftinely landed at Aarblebead, and
making a quick march to Salem. attcmpt to feize
upon fome cannon and other military ftores depofited
there to be ready for ufe. if wanted upon any impor-
tant emergency :— But, happily, they are difappoint-
ed in their defizns, by the {pirit and refolution of the
inhabitants. who fpecdily colle&ted upoa that alarm-
ing occafion t At

* Geon. Gage repeatedly declared, in his anfwers to the re-
mcr.t ances of tie wwwi «f Bofton, the county of Worcefter and
th-: Provincial € oi:grefs, that he had ro hoftile intentions, 1n any
cf thefe meafurcs. Wi h what truth and fincerity, the General
madc fu-h dellarations, his after condu fully decermined.

+ ‘1 ks urfuccefsful expedition was made on Lorp’s day,
Fob. 26, 1775. 'f he party confified of 2bout 20e or 300 men ;
it was commanded by Liewt. Col. Leflie.  The veflels which
brought \hem to Markiehead, arrivcd in the barbour, on the
mornirg of the fabbaih ; and the beuter to conceal their inten-
tions, lav quietly, at anchor, near to the wharves, with but very
rzw Lar-ls upon deck (the t-cops being kept clofe) 'ull the peo-
v' o' the town were affembled for the fervices of religion,
Wiile the inbabitants weie thus engaged in their devotions to
‘v, a2 pariy landed and made a ipeedy march to Saiem.

Bus
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At length on the night of the eighteenth of 3 fpri!,
1775. the alarm is given of the hottile defigns of the
troops. ‘The militta of this tiwn are called
together, to confult and prepare for whatever
might be neccflary. or in their power, for their own,
and the common fafety ; though without the leaft
dclign of commencing hoftilties, upon thele avorwe/
encimics and oppreflors of their country. In the
mean time, under cover of the darknefs, a brigade of
thefe inftruments of viol:nce and tyranny, make
their approach, and with a quick and filent march,
on the morning of the ninetcenth, they enter this
town. And this is the place whete the fatal fcene
begins !—They approach with the morning’s light ;
and more liks murderers and cut-throats, than the
troops of a chriffian king, without provocation, with-
out warning, when no war was proclaimed, they draw
the favord of vislence, upon the inhabitants of this
town, and with a cruelty and barbarity, which would
have made the moft hardned favage blufh, 1hey fbe./
INNOCENT BLOOD !—But, O my GOD !—!
How fhall [ fpeak !—or how dcfecribe the diftrefe,
the horror of that awfu! morn, vat glovmy day [—
Yonder < field can wunefs the innscent blosd ot our
brethren flain !--And from thcuce coes their blacd
cry unt» God for vengean.: from the ground !'—
There the tender father Micd, and there the belovea
fon !—There the horry licad, aad there the bloom-
ing
But all their precaut’on did rot avail them fo- the arcomplith.
ment of their enter prize. . "The zigfigpesof a wachful and wary
people. jultir tecicus of every acafure of their oppreilirs, uia
not eafily evacced. ‘Thoir miodont were odbirved, and 'nia
timely noti e givea, that tuch sumbere were colle@ed and fuch
meafures taken, before they arrived, sy effeCtually fruitrawel
their defign and obliged tuein to roturs defeated and chagrned,
¢ Che field {not of vatt'e: bee of murderand 65 Qe
whore ~ur nien were fived voon by the ticops.
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ing youth !—And there the man in his full {irength,
‘with the man of years \—T hey b.ced —tiey dre, not
by the fword of an open cnemy (with whom war is
proclaimed) in the field of battle ; but by the hund of
thofe that delight in {poil, and lurk privity that they
may fbed innocent bloed !— But they bleed, they die,
not in th:ir own caufe only ; but in the caufe of this
whole people—in the caufe of God, their country
and pofterity.—4 d they have not bled, they fhall
not blced in vain.—Surely there is onc that avengeth,
and that will plead the caufe of the injured and op-
prefled ; and in hisown way and time, will both clean/e
and avenge their innscent blood— And the names cf
Mun-ce, Parter, and others, that fell vi@ims to the
rage of bisod-thirfly oppreflors, on that gloomy morn-
ing, thall be had in grateful remembrance, by the
peo;le of this land, ard tran{mitted to pofterity, with
honour and refpeét, threughout all generations. *

— Fut who fhall comfert the diflreffed relatives,—
the mouvrning widows, the fatherlefs children. the
weeping parents, or the afflied fricnds 7—May the
confojations of that God, who hath hitherto fupport-
ed them, be ftill their fupport !—Upon him may they
flill depend, und from him and his grace may they
flill dcrive all needed fupplics. in things fpiritnal and
recmporal 3 and yet more and more cxperience thic
fahifalnefs and truth, the mcrey and goodnefs, of the
Cod of ali comtort. May

® I'ke perfens killed, in the morniag, when hofliiitics were
firit ccinn.enced, were, Meflicurs Robert Munvo, Foras Parier,
Sumuei Hadl:y, Fonathan Harrinston, jun, Jjase Muzzy, Caleb
Hirrinzten aud Jobn Broavn, of Lexivgton ; and one — Porter,
ot Woburn. Wounded, Jedediah Munre, Thomas Winthip,
INahauiel Farmer, Join Robbins. Solomon Peirce, John Tidd,
Jalesh Comee, E enezer Manro, jun. and Prince, a Negro, of
L-x rgton. and Jacob Bacon, of Wuburn. Afierroon. ﬁillcd.

Fedediab Munre, Yobn Raymonds and Narbaniel Wyman. Wound-

ed, in purtuit of the encmy, when reticating, IFrancis Brown.
all of Lexing on.

. ‘I"'
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May thofe that were wounded, and have f{ince ex-
pericnced the tender mercy of that God, « who
woundeth, and hcaleth, and bindeth up.”? be decply
imprefled with a fenfe of his dittinguifhing goodnefs,
that their lives were iparcd, while others were taken ;
and be perfuided, more cntirely than ever, to devote
them to God, his fervice and glory

May all in this place, flill carefully cemember,
notice and improve this awtul difpenfation.— Parricu-
larly, it concerns, not only thofe whofe fubfrance
hath been plundered, and whofe habirations have been
burnt, by ttefe lawlefs invaders ; bur alf . all. in ge-
neral, diligently and {crioufly 10 enquire, wherctore
it is, that a righteous God is contending with us, by
the fire and fword of the oppreflor :—And where-
fore it is tsac this arfu/ fcene, of blood-fbed and war,
was opened in this place.  May we {lill humble our-
felves before God, under a fenfe of the terrible things,
which in righteoufnefs he hath done in the mid(t of us.
May we aifobe deeply imprefled, with a moft grate-
ful fenfe of the goodnefs of God, in that fo much
mercy was remembred in judgment ; that fo few were
found amorz the wounded and flain, and fo few
habitations were confumed by the fire of the encmy,
when fo many were fpared, that were equally expof-
cd. And may this day be remembred, to the glory
of God. and our own fnftruflion and improvement,
{o long as we live,

Bur it is not by us alone, that this day is to be no-
ticed.—This ever memcrable day is full of importance
to all around—to this whole land and nation ; aid
big with the fate of Great-Britain and America—
From this remarkable day will an important ¢ra be-
gin for both America and Britain.  And from the
nineteenth of April, 1375, we may venture to prc-
4@, wiil be dated, in future hitory, THE LIBER-

- TY
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TY or SLAVERY of the AMERICAN WORLD,

according as a lovereign God fhall fee fit to {mile, or
frown upon the interefling caufe, in which we are
engaged.

How far the prophecy before us, may be applica-
ble, upon this folemn occafion, and with what de-
gree of truth, or probability, it may be predi&ted. in
confequence of the prefent unjuft and unnatural war,
« that Great-Britain fhall be a defolation, and
England be a defolate wildernefs, for the wio-
I>nce agrinft the children of America, becaufe they
have fhed INNOCENT BLOOD in their land :
But America thall dwell forcver, and this pesple
from peneration to generation. And the LORD
him{elf will cleanfe their blood. that he hath not a/-
ready cleanfed”—How far (I fay) this prophecy
may be applicable, in the prelent interefling conteys,
and how far it may be accomplifhed in theiffue there-
of, God on'y kncws, and time only can difcover —
But of this we are certain. if we ¢ humble ourfu!ves
under the mighty hand of God upon us, we fhall be
exalted, in his duc time ;” and if we rightly improve
his dealings, ¢ accept the punifhmen: of our fins”
and righteoufly truft in his name, we fhall fee Lis
faivation.

From what huth alrczdy happened in the rifc and
progrefs and even unto the prefent flate ot this moft
intere ing coi '€, we have the greatelt reafon to
hope for an happy iffue, in tle end. Though with
Jfire and fword, our enemics and opyreflors have en-
deavoured to Iy w fte and deftroy, and though they
have begun and canied on the war. fo far as their
power could «¢nable them, with more than favage
cruelty and borbarity ; yer, through the puculiar fa-
vour of heaven, they have not b:cnable 10 carry their

deligns to effect; yea, in moft of their enterprizes,
they
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they have been greatly difappointed —Not to fay
defeated and difgraced.—Inftead of awing the people
‘into fubmiffion, by thofe meafures of violence and
cruelty, with which they commenced hoflilities againft
us, as they undoubtedly expefled, their fpirits have
been roufe! and awakencd thercby, beyond what any
other means could have ever affefted : and with a
union and firmnefs, excee ing the moft fanguine ex-
re&ations, they have armed to defend themfelves and
their country, and to revenge the injuries received
and the innocent blasd of their brethren fluin. And
a merciful God, in various inftances, hath crowned
our arms with fuccefs and viory. Not only the
acquifitions a: the weflward, and the progrefs of our
army in Cuanada, but the prefervation and defcnce of
this colony ; and above all, the vnexpe&ted evacuation
of the tswn of Bofton, which, at fuch immenfe ccit,
they had fortified, and had fo long in their pcfleflion
—and their deftroying the woiks of their own hards,
which with fo much labour and expence, they had
are@=d ; befpeak the fpecial favour of heaven, to this
injurcd and opprefled people ; and appear tob  happy
omens of thofe further fuccefles, wh ch are neceflary
to compleat our d:liverance, and render this land &
quiet habitation.

May that God, who is a2 God of righteoufnefls and
falvation, ftill appear for us, go forth with our armies,
tread down our enemics, and cleanfe and avenge our
innacent blosd. And m y we be prepered, by a
general repentance and thoreueh reformaton, for
iis gracious and powcrful interpefition tn our behalt';
and then may we fce the difplays of his power and _
glory for our falvation Which God of his infinire
mercy grang, tor his wmercy’s fake in Chnft I-7

a« J'[ E N.
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A NARRATIVE &e..

As it was net eonfiffent with the limits of a fingle difcsurfe, to give a
Jull accomnt of the particulars of 1his meft {avage and murderous
affair ; the felloaving plain and faith(ul narrative of falls. as
they appeared to us in this place, may be matter of latisfation.

O N the evening of the eighreenth of April, 1775, we received
two meflages ; the firft verbal, the other &y exprefs, in
awriting, from the commitiee f fafety, who were then fitting in rhe
wefterly part of Cambridge, dire@ted to the Honorable JOHN
HANCOQCK, Efg; (who, with the Honorable SAMUE L
ADAMS, Efq; was then providentially with us) informing,
“¢ that eight or nine sfficers of the king’s troops were feen, juft be-
fore night, pafling the road towards Lexington, in a mufing. con-
templative pofture ; and it was fufpetted they were out upon
fome evil defign.”

As both thefe gentlemen had been frequently and even pub-
Jicly, threatened, by the enemies of this pesple, both in Ergland
and dmerica, with the wengeance of the Britiy adminiftration :—
And as Mr, Hancock in par:icular had teen, more than once,
derfonally infulted, by fome offi ers of the troops, in Bofton ; it was
not without fome juft grounds fupnnfed. that under cover of the
darknefs, fudden arreft, if net aflafination might be attempted,
by thefe inffruments .f tyranny !

To prevent any thing of this kind, fen or rwe/we men were
igx:edi'atcly collefted, in arms, to guard my houfe, through the
night.

In the mean time, faid sfficers pafled through this cown, on
the road towards Concord : [t was therefore thought expedicntto
waitch the;r motions, and if poflible make fome difcovery of their
intentions. Accordingly, about 10 o’clock in the evening,
shree men, on horfes, were difpatched for this purpofe.  As they
were peaceably pafling the road cowards Concord, in the borders of
Lincoln, they were fuddenly ftopped by /faid officers, who rode up
to them, and putting piftols to their breafls and feizing their
horfes bridles, fwore, if they flirred another flep, they foould be all
dead men !—The offi.ers detained thein feveral hows, as prifon-
¢re. cxamined, fearched, abufed and infulted them ; and im
their haity return (fuppofing themfclves difcovered) they lelt
them n Lexington.—3aid officers alfo teok into cuftady, abufed
and torsatened with their lives feveral other perfons ; fome of whom
they mct peaceably pafling on the road, others even at the docrs
ef their dweliings, without the leaft provocation, on the part of
the ichabitini:, or fo much as a queltion afked by them.

Between
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Between the heurs of tave/vr and oxe, on the morning of the
NINETEENTH OF APRIL, we received
intelligence, by exprfs, from the Honorable JOSEPH
W ARREN, Efq: at Bfse ¢« that 2 large body of the
king’s troops (fuppofed to be a brigade of about 12,0r 1500) were
cmbarked in boats from Bofox, and gone over to land on Lech-
mere’s- Point (fo called) in €ambridge : And that it was threwdly
fufpeted, thac they were ordered to feize and deftroy the fores,
belonging to the eolony, then depofited at Concord,’ in confequence
of Gemeral Gage's unjaflifiable feizure of :be provincial magazine of
powder at Medford, a1.d other colony flores in feveral other piaccs.

Upon this intelligence, as alfo upon infoermation of thecondué
of the cflicers as above-mentioned, the =m:i/izzz of this town were
alarmed, and ordered to meet on the ufual place of parade ; not
with any defign of commencing boflilities upon the king’s treaps,
but to confult what might be done for eur own and ihe
people’s fafety: Andalfo to beready for whatever fervice provi-
dence might call us out to, upon this alarming occafion, in cafe
svert all; of wiolence, or open boflilities thould be committed by
this mercenary band of armed and bised-thirfly oppreffors.

About the fame ume, two perfons were fent exprefs to Cam-
bridge, if poflible, to gain intelligence ¢f the motions et the
troops, and what rout they tock.

The m:litia met according to erder ; and waited the return
of the meflengers, that they might order their meaiures as occa-
fion fhould require. Between 3 and: 4 o’clock, ene of the ex-
prefles returaed, informing, that there was no appearance of the
troops, on the roads, either from Camébridge or Charleflown ; and
that it was fuppofed that the movements in the army ihe evening
before, were only a feint 1o alarm the people. Upon this, there-
fore, the militia company were difmifled for the prefeat, but with
orders to be within call of the drum,—waiting the return of the
other meflenger, who was ex peted in about an hour, or foorer,
if any difcovery fhould be made of the motions of the truops.—
But he was prevented by their filent and fudden arrival at the
place where he was, waiting for intelligence. So that, after ail
this precaution, we had no notice of their approach, ill wie
brigads was afinaliy in the town, and upon a quick march within
about a mile and a quarter of the meeting bowje and place of parads.

However, the commanding ofucer thought beft to call the
company together,---not with any defign of cpocfing fo fuperior
a force, much lejs of commencing hoftilities ; Lutonly with a view
to determine what (o do, when and where to meet, and to difmifs
anc difperfe,

Accordingly, about half an hour after four o’clock, alarm guns
wvere fired, and the drumis beat to arms ; and the mulitia were cois

ledling
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Jefling together.---Some, to the number of ahout 50, or 6o, or

flibly more, were on the parade, others were coming towards
it.—In the mean time, the troops, having thus ftolen 2 march
upen us, and topreventany intellige=nce of their approach, having
feized and held prifoners feveral perfons whom they met unarmed
upon the road, feemed to come detirminea for MUR D E R and
BLOO DS HE D ; and that whether provoked to it, or not !---
When within about half a quarter of a mile of the meetinz-boufe,
they halted, and the command was given 10 priwe and load ;
which being done, they marched on *till they came up to theealt
end of faid meeting-houfe, in fight of our militia (-olle&mg as
aforefaid) who were about 12, or 13 rods diftant..--!mmediately
upon their appearing /o fuddenly, and fo nigh, Capt. Parker, who
commanded the milizia company, ordered the men to difperfe,
and take care ot themfelves ; and wot to0 fire.-- Upon this, our
men difperfd ;---but, many of them, not fo {peedily as they
might have done, not having the moft diftant idea of fuch brural
#arbarity and more than favaze CRUELTY, from the troops
of a Britiih K 1N @, as they immediately ewperienced !--!--For,
wo fooner did they some in fight of our company, but one of
them, fuppofed to be an officer of rank, was heard to fay to the
troops, ‘‘ Dams them ; we will bave tkem !"---Upon which
the iroops fthouted aloud, huzza’d, and ruthed furioufly towards
our men.---About the fame time, three officers (fuppofed to be
Col. Smithk, Major Pitcairn and another officer) advanced, on
herfe back, to the froat of the body, and coming within 5 or
6 rods of the miktia, one of them cried out, ¢ ye willains, ye
Rebels, difperfe ; Damn you, difperfe I”- -or words to ‘this cffe&t,
Oneof them (whether the fame, or not, is not eafily determined)
faid, ““ Lay dews your arms ; Damn you, swhy dow't you lay doun

your arms !"’---The fecond of thefe officers, about this time,

fired a piftol towards the m:litia, as they were difperfing.---The
feremoft, who was within a few yards of our men, brandithing
his fword, and then pointing towards them, with a loud voice
faid, to the troops, ¢ Fire !--By God, fire 1"--which was in-
faatly followed by a difcharge of arms from the faid troops,
fucceeded by a very heavy and clofe fi-e upon our party, dif-.
perfing, {o long as any of them were within reach.---Eight avere *
les: dead upon the ground !* Ten avers wounded.---The ref of the
company, through divine goodnefs, were (to a miracle) prefery-
ed unhurt in this mardersus altion !

As to the quettion, ¢ Who fired firit ?’---if it can be 2 queftion
with any ; we may obferve, that theugh Geasral Gagze hath been
pleafed to tell the world, ia his account of this favage tranjaicn,
¢¢ that the troops were fired upon by sb¢ rebels ouc of the meer: -g-

bouls,
® For the names of the killed 20d wouaded, foe Ser. page 23, note.
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boufe, and the neipbbouring houfes, as well as by thofe that wers
were in the field ; and that the troops enly returned the fire, and
paffed on their way to Concord ;”’---yet nothing can be more
certain than the contrary, and nothing more falfe, wweak, or
awvicked, thar fuch a reprefentation.

To fay nothing of the abfurdity of the fuppofition, ¢ that 50,
60, or eveu 70 men, fthould, in the open feld. commence b-fiilities
with 12, or 1500, of che beft tracps of Britain,* nor of the énowa,
determination of this {:nall party of 4mericans. upon no confide-
ration whatever, to begin the fcere of blood + -4 cloud of awit-
neffes, whofe veracity cannot b~ juftly difputed, upen cath have
deci:red, in the moft exprefs ard poficive terms, ¢ toar the
Brizih trosps fired firff : 3. -And Ithink, we may fafely add,
without the leatt realon or provocation.--Nor was there oppor-
tunity given, for our men to have {aved themfelves, either b
laying down their arms, or difperfing, as direted, had they
been difpofed to ; as the command t~ fire upon them was given
almoit ar the fame inftant, that thev were rdered, by the Brisife
officers, o difperfe, v lay down their arms, &c.

so fhort, (o tar from firing /2 upon the king’s troops ; upon
the molt careful enquiry, 1 appears, that buc very few of our
people fired at all ; aud even tbey did not fire till after being
fired upon by the troops, they were wounded themfelves, or faw
others killed, or wounded by them, and locked upon it nex: to
impoflible for them to efeaps.

As to any £ring from the meeting-boufe, 28 Gage reprefents ; it
is certain, that tuere were but four mes in the meeting. houfe,
when thetroops came up : and they were thea getting fome am-
munition, from the town ftock, and had not fo much as loaded
their guns (except one, whonever difcharged it) when the troops
fired upon the militia. And as to the merghbouring houfes, it is
equaily certain, that there was no firing from them, unlefs, after
the difperfion of our men, fome, who had fled to taem for
fliclter, might fire from them upon the troops.

One circons ftance more, before the brigade quitted Lexington,
I beg leave to mention, as what may give a {uriher fpecimen of
the jpirit and charadler, of the officers and men, of this body of
$suops.--After the militia company were difperfed aud the firin

ceafed,

® 1100, or 1500, was the number wethen fuppofed the brigade to confit of :

;hough afteswasds, by the beft accounts, it appeared, that there were but about
C0.

1 Trom & moft intimate acquaintance with the fentiments of the inhabitants
ot 1213 town, then collecte] in arms, I thick I may boldly aficrt, that it wae
their know n deterninatian ro to commence hoftilities,upon the king's troops ,
shougy they were equally determined to ftard by their rights to the last,

'} Ses narrative «nd depofitions, publithed by authai:y,
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ceafed, the troops drew up and formed, in a bady on the com.
mon, fired a wolley and gawe three buzzas, by way of triumpb,
and as expreflive of the sy of VICT O RY and glory of CO N-
QUE $T !--1--Of this tranfa@ticn, I was a witnefs, having, at
that time, a fair view of their motions, and being at the diftance
of not more than 70 or 80 rods from them,

Whether this ftep was bonorary to the detachment, or agreeable
to the rules of war --or how far it was expreflive of érawvery,
beroifm and true military glory, for 8oo difciplined troops of
Great- Briain, without notice or provocation, to fall upon 60, or
70, undifciplined American:, who neither oppofea nor molefted
them, and murder 1ome and difperfe the reft, and then to giwe the

Jbout and make the triumph of willory, is not for me to determine ;

but muft be fubmitted to the impartial world te judge.—That
*¢ there is 2 God with whom is the power, and the glory, and
the vi@tory,” is certain : but whether he will ez bis feal to the
triumph, made upon this moft pecu/iar occafion, by following it
with further {uccefles, and finally givicg up #bis people into the
hands of thofe, that have thus craelly commenced hotftilities againft
them, muft be left to time to difcover.---But to return from this
digreffion, if it may be called a difgreflion.

Having thus wanguibed the party in Lexington,the troops marched
on for Concord, to execute their orders, in deftroying the ftores
belonging to the colony, depofited there- -They met with no
interruption in their march to Coxcord.---But by fome means or
other, the people of Comcord had notice of their approach and
defigns, and were alarmed about break of day ; and colleitin
as foon, and asmany as poffible, improved the time they had be-
fore the troops came upon them, to the beft advantage, both for
concealing and fc uiing as many of the public ftores as they
could, and in preparing for defence. --By the ftop of the troops
at Lexington, many thoufands were faved to the colony, and
they were, in a great meafure, fruitrated in their defign.

When the troops made their approach to the eafterly part of
the town, the provincials of Cosncord and fome neighbourin
towns, were colletted and collecting in an advantageous poft, on
a hill, a little diltance from the meering-boufe, north of the road
to the number of about 150, or 200 : but finding the troops to
be more than three times as many, they wifely retreated, firft 1o
a hill about 80 rods further north, and then over the woysj.
dridze (fo called) about a mile from the town : and there th
waited the coming of the mil/itia of the towns adjacent, to chejr
aflittance.

In the mean time, the Britith detachment marched into the
center of the town. A party of about 200, was ordered to take
;oﬂ'cﬁon of faid bridge, other parties were difpatched to various

parts
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of the town, in fearch of public flores, while the remainder
were employed in feizing and deftroying, whatever they cculd
find in the rowwn-bonfe, and other places, where Rores had bcen
lodged.---But before they had accomplifhed their defign, they
were interrupted by a difcharge of arms, at JSaid bridge.

It feems, that of the party above-mentioned, as ordered to
take pofleffion of the bridge, onc half were marched on about
two miles, in fearch of ftores, at Col. Barres’s and that part of
the town : while the other half, confift:ng of towards 100 men,
under Capt. Laawrie, were left to guard the bridge. The pro-
vincials, who were in fight of the bridge, obferving the troops
attempting to take up the plenks of faid bridge, thought it
neceflary to diflodge them, and gain pofleflion of the bridge.---
They accordingly marched, but with exprefs orders not to fire,
uplefs firft fired upen by the king’stroops. Upon their approach
towards the bridge, Capt. Lawris’s party fired upon them,
kiiled Cap:. Davis and another man dead upon the fpot, and
wounded feverdl others. Upon this our mélirzsa ruthed on, with
a fpirit becoming free-dorn Americans, returned the fire upon the
enemy, killed 2, wounded feveral and drove them from the
bridge, and purfued them towards the town, ’till they were
covered by a reinforcement from the main body. The provin-
cials then teck poft on a hill, at fome diitance, north of the
town : and as their numbers were continually increafing, they
were preparing te give the troops a preper difcharge. on their
departure from the town.

In the mean time, the king’s troops collefted ; and having
drefled their wounded, deftroyed what ftores they could find,
and ipfulted and plundered a number of the inhabitaunts, pre-
pared for a zetreat.

¢« While at Cencord, the troops difabled two 24 pounders
deftroyed their 2 carriages, and {cven wheels for the fame, with
their limbers. Sixteem wheels for brafs 3 pounders, and 2
carriages with limber and wheels for two 4 pounders. ‘They
threw into the river, wells, &c. abou: goo weight of ball : and
flove about 6o barrels of flour ; bui nut having time to perfe&
their work, one half of the flour was afterwards faved.”’*

The troops began a hafty retreat about the middle of the day :
and were no fooner out of the town, but they began to meet the
effe@s of the jull refentments of this injured people. The pro.
vincials fired upon them from various quarters, and purfued
them (though without any military order) with a firmnefs and
intrepadity, be‘yond what could have been expelled, on the firft
onfet, and in {uch a2 day of confufion and diftrefs !---The fire
was returned, for a time, with great fury, by the troeps as they

retreated,

® See Rev. Mr. Gordon's account.
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retreated, though (through divine goednefs) with but little ex-
ecution.---This fcene continued, with but little intermiffion,
till they returned to Lexington ; when it was evideut, that,
having ls® numbers in killed, wounded, and prifoners that fell
into our hands, they began to be, not only fatigued, but greatly
ditheartened. And it is fuppofed they muft have foon{urren-
dered at difcretion, had they not been reinforced.-.-But Lord
Perey’s arrival with another brigade, of about 1000 men, and
2 ficld pieces, about half a mile from Lexington meesing-beufe,
towards Cambridge, gave them a fealonable refpite.

The coming of the reinforcement, with té¢ cannon, (whichour
people were not fo well acquainted with then, as they have been
fince) put the previncials alfo to a paufe, fora time.---But no
fooner were the £ing’s troops tn motion,but our men renewed the

urfuit with equal, and even greater ardor and intrepidity than
ﬁefore, and the firing on both fides continued, with but little in-
termiffion, to the clofe of the day, when the troops entered
Charleflowsn, where the prowincials co: 1d not follow them, with-
out expofing the worthy inhabitants of that truly patriotic tow.n,
to their rage and revenge.---That night and the next day, they
were conveyed in boats, ever Charles- River to B flon, glad to
fecure themfelves, under the cover of the fhipping, and by
firengthning and perfefting the fortifications, at every part,
againit the further attacks of a juftly incenfed people, who, up-
on intelligence of the murderous transaftions of this fatal day, were
colleting in arms, round the town, in great numbers, and from
every quarter.

In the retreat of the king’s troops from Concord to Lexington,
they ravaged and plundered, as they had opportunity, more or
Jefs, in motlt of the houfes that were upon the road.---3ut after
th y were joined by Picrey’s brigade, in Loxington, it {zemed as
if @/l tbe little remains of aumanity had left them ; and rage and
revenge had taken the reins, and knew no beunds ! Clearbing,
Jurniture, provificns, geccs, tiundered, breken, carriea ff, or aefiroy-
ed !--Buildings (eipecially dwelling bouyis ) abujed, depaced, battered,
Soattered and ainoft ruined !--sind as if this bad not been encugh,
sumbers of thew doomed to the fames !.-Tiree dveling houfes, twe
Sops and @ barn, aveve laid in afies, im Leasngton *!--ldany others
awere fet on five, in this tywn, in Cambridze, ¢, and muft have
Shared ste jame fare, bud not the Jore puriuse of the provincials pre-
vented, and the flan.es been jeo,2uatdy quenched 1--4dd to all this
the unarmed, the aged end in“r o, i were unable 1o flee, are in-

bumanly flabbed and mavzir .0 2 thery hakitations !--Yea, even awo-
men in child-bed, ioiti ihilv baple/s babes in their arms, do nect ¢/zate
the

* Dracan Lorings houe and b, Mes. Lydia Mu'liken's houfe, and her
fo.0s thop, and Mr. Jotiua Bund’s houe and fwp.
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the bovrid alternative, of being eitber craelly murdered in their beds,
burnt in their babitations, or turned inte the fireets to perif avith
cold, nakednefi and difirefs *!--But I forbear--avords are too infignifi-
cant to exprefs, the berrid barbarities of that difireffing day !--1..14

Oaur lofs, in the feveral altions of that day, was 49 killed,
34 wounded and § miﬂin%. who were taken prifoners, and have
fince been exchanged. The enemy’s lofs, according to the beft
accounts, in killed, wounded and miffing, about 3o00.

As the war was thus besan with fawage cruelty, in the tgfreﬂ'-
ors ; fo it has been carried on with the fame temper und fpirit,
by the enemy in but too many inftances. Witnefs the avanron
ermly, difcovered in burxing Gharicfloavn, Norfolk, Falmouth, &c.
But as events which have taken place fince the ecver memoradic
sineteenth of April, 1775, do not propérly come within the come.
'p:l:s of this narrative, they muft be left for fome abler pen to

¢

® See dep. publifhed by authority.
¥ ¢ Quorum pasts magna fai !” Vin,

E R R A T A

ERMON, page g, line 10, dele /m. Page 13, line 1§,

read prownd:A. Page 16, line 1, read confirmed. 1bid, line
19, read difcipline. Page 19, line 6, read even. Page 20,
line 7, read defence. ib. Note, line 10, read Bofon. Page 23,
line 1, read of & different. ib. line 14, read coercive. Puge
25, line 13, read tbroawn. Page 30, line 24, read religiosfiy.
ib, line 34, read pecliar. Page 31, line 7, read fedsed.



