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The accurfed Thing muft be taken
away ﬂom among; a People, if they

would reafonably hope to ftand
before their Enemies.
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“ Thus faith the Lord God of Ifrael,
r.herc is an accurfed thing in the midft of

thee, O Ifracl ! Thou canft not fland be-
fore thine enemies, until ye take away the

accurfed thing from among yon,”

eeg=A HE preceeding chapter gave us an accoune
I of Ifrael’s befieging Jeriche, and of the fal-
ling of the walls of that fenced city by a mar-

vellous difplay of the power of almighty God: Upon
which it is added in ‘the clofe of the chapter, “So
the Lord was with Jofhua, and his fame was noifed
throughout all the country.”> And yer, one of the
firfk things we are acquainted with in the progrefs of
his hiftory is, the defeat he met with in his attempt
againft 4, a city about nine miles welt from Jericho,
This unhappy defear filled. Jo/hua with great concern,
infomuch that he * rent his cloaths, fell upon his face
before the Lord, and put duft upon his head, continy-
ing all day in fafting and prayer.” The words of his

prayer we have in the 7th, 8th and gth verfes of the
contexly . The
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The good God faw the fincerity of this prayer,
ndtwithTtanding the imperfetions that attended it
and lets Jofbua intothe true reafon why Ifrael fled
before their enemies. Says he, in the 11th and 12th
verfes, « Ifrael hath finned—~they have even taken of
the accurfed thing—therefore they could not ftand

before their encmies, but turned their backs before
their enemies, becaufe they were accurfed: npeither
will 1 be with you any more, unlefs ye remove the
accurfed thing from among you.”- And pow come
in the words of my text, “ Thus faith the Lord God
of lracl, there is @n accurfed thing in the midft of
thee, O Ifra¢l! Thou canft dot ftand before thine
enemies until ye take away the accurfed thing from
gmong you.” The accurfed thing in the midlt of
IMiael was Achan’s fib, verfe g0, 21,

. 1t would not be unprofitable, fhould I enlarge in
defcribing this fin, and thofe circumftances relative to
it, which made it fo provoking to'God; and alfo in
- vindicating that awful, but righteous feverity- with
which it was punithed; But to do this as it otighs
to be .done, would take up too much of the prefent
ume; for which reafon 1 {hall pafs over all that might
befaid upon thefe points, and immediatély proceed to
employ your. thoughts on the text itfeif; from which
the following gotes are obvioully. deducible.

1. Sin is an accurfed thiig. |
1. This accurfed thing is tao often i# tbe mid/t
of a people when engaged in war. -

111, 'They muft take away this accurfed thing
Jfrom among them, if they would hope; upon

joit grounds, to ffand before their enemes,
1§
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1. Rin is an accurfed thing. So it is ftigmatized

by Ged himfelf in the text; and with the higheft
realon.

For ’tis an accurfed thing tn its own nature,
What this 1s we may learn from the defeription which
an Apoltle has given us of it, 1 Fobn iii. 4. ¢ Whofd-
ever committeth fin, tranfgreffeth alfo the law: for fin
s the tranfgreflion of  the law.” 1, e. the law of God,
however. made known, whether: by the light of reafon,
or the revelation he has made of his willin the ferip-
tures of the old and new teftament. Mankind are
all under the law of God, in one or other, or both of
thefe fenfes; and when they tranfgrefs this faw, they
are chargeable with fin, This is its nature.

And it carries in its idea rebellion againfl the moft
rightful authority. For pothing is more indifputable
than that the God who made us is our fovereign, and
has a right to give law to us, and demand our fubs
jection. But by fin we pradically call in queftion this
right of bis, apd reflet dithonor ou his governing
authority, And what is this fhort of rebellion. againit
the moft fovereign majefly, whofe authority, carries
with it the mof} binding force, the molt indubitable
obligation ¢ o | -

It implies in it alfo bhorrid contempt of God, and
the moft flighty regard to-him. The language of it
is, that his ‘laws are not worth minding-; that he
either knowsnot how, or has not taken care, to make
laws that are fit to be regarded-; and that men can
govern themfelves much better than they will be
governed by an. obfervagce of the divine precepts,
This is the practical language of fin, whereby the
T A wildom ™
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 Gildom-of God i§ feflefed upan, and the fiipréme
.Majefty himfelf treated with-contempt:

Moreober, fin practically defies thHe power and
anger of God ; for his laws dre guarded with fan&tions
which are awfully {evere. He has declared he will
-arm hindfelf with power; and take vengeéance o thofe
who obey not the truth, but unrighteoufnefs; . And
therefore to violate the laws of God, and to fo on
is 4 courfe of doing fo, is 4 praftical declaration that
we regard not the angér of God; tor fear what he
has' threatned to bring pon us. The language of
fin is, that we dre ftronger than the Almighty; at
leaft, that we dre¢ not 4fraid of his power, or his wrath,
All this is included in fin, odl Which account it may;
with the highelt propriety, be called an accurfed thing:

“Nor is fin ad accurfed thing in its fatdre only, bit in
its ¢ffects and confequences alfo. 1t has proved a curfe;
and the molt dreadtul oné by its mifchievous effects;

*Tis fin that has iirfed the graund, fo that it brings
forth thorns and thiftles, and obliges mankind to toil
‘@nd pains to get a livelihood out of it, The curfé
of God upon the groiind, by means &f fin, is pros
nounced, Gex. iii. 17, 18, 19,

"Tis fin that has'l':roijghta' curfe upon our bodiés;
fubjetting them to difeafes and pains, infinitely va-
-rious both for kind and degree ; yea, expofing them

to death, in all manner of forms,” The words of
the curfe are recorded, Gen. iii. 19, |

~ ’Tis fin that has brought. a cirfe upon our Jouls,
Jntroducing into themt confufion and diforder, ‘weuk-
| nefs



(9 )

nefs and depravity. 'Tis this that has blinded our
underﬁandings, perverted our judgments, ftupified -
our confciences, corrupted our paflions and affections.
>Tis this thar has deprived us of our original glory,
funk our netures, and from creatures but little lower
than the angels, reduced us 10 a level with the beafls
that perith.  ’Tis this that has commenced a war in
our faculties, difturbing the peace-of our minds, and
filling them with tunwle and vexation, iatefline jars

and horrid inward recotlins,

>Tis fin chat has brought a curfe upon this whole
Jower world, hlling it, in all ages, with ippumerable
{peltacles of woe and mifery. ’1is this that opened
the door ta all that grief and {orrow, diftrefs and
trouble, in infinitely various kinds, which bas made
mankind uohappy, even trom the days of Adam,
whether as fingle perfons, or as fub{ifting in focieties,
whether {maller or greater.

"Tis this that has barraffed fo many particulay
individual perfous, perplexing their minds, aflliGting
their bodies, and creating numberlefs uneafinefles to
them, in &l the difterent thapes that can be conceived
of by the jiveitelt imagination. *

*Tis this that has difquieted families, introducing
difappointments, Jofles, crofles,, feuds and animofities,
the wanr of outward good things, and the fuffering
a thoufand evil ones,

"T'ts this thar ha: ever been the make-bate in the
church of God, deltroying its peace and order,

b promoting
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promoting {trife and contention, alienation and dif-
aftection, and crumbliog it into numberlels parties.

“Yis this that has been the rroubler of nations
and kingdoms, unfheathing the {word and makiog
them the devourers of one apother. ? I'is this that has

- Cethrope! princes, ruined cities, depopulated coun-
tr1es, yea, emptied the earth of its inhabitants, filling
1« with flaughter and bloodfhed. And s this alfo
that has « fhut vp the heavens, and made the rain
of.a fand powder and duft”; ’tis this that has brought
“ the peftilence that walketh in darkaoefs, and de-
ftruftion thar walteth at noon day”; ’tis this that
has caufed the earth to tremble, and open its mouth
{0 as to take in thoufands of. fouls at once: Yea,

- Whenever the judgments of God have been abroad
1n the earth, ’iis fin that has brought them down :
To this muft they all be auributed as the alone
procoring caulfe. * |

Nor are thefe dreadful calamities the worfl effedls
of this accurfed thing. 1ts malign influence extends
beyond the grave, and reaches even to the eternal
world. ’Tis this™ that guards the heavenly paradiie
as with 2 flaming {word, fo thar there is ne admiflion
for finners, continuing fuch, into thas bleffed place
As the Apoftle John exprefles it, * there fhall in
no wife enter into it any thing that defileth, neither
whatfoever worketh abomination, or maketh a lie.”
Nor is this the worlt effe&t of fin yer. ’Tis this
that has made the dreadful place in the other world
called in fcripture Adll ; the bottomlefs pit ; the lake

- $hat burneth with fire and brimflone ; the place of
' : blacknefs
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blacknfs of darknefs, of wecping and wailing, and
onafbing of teeth.  1f it had pot been for fin, there
had never beea fuch a place as hell; we fhould

never have hedrd of the fire that goeth not out, and
the aworm that dieth not,

" Bat I need not fay any thing more to fatisfy you
that fin is an accurfed thing.  That 13 ceriainly wor-
thy to be (poken of in this ftile, which has brought
mankind under the curfe of God in this world, and
expofcs them to his curfe in the future one, “Tis
of all things the moff accurfed. There 15 indeed a
curfe in pothing but by means of fin. This is em-
phatically the accurfed thing. And whatever elfe
has a curfe in it, is derived from fin. -

~ Let us, my brethren, take care to make a juft
eftimate of fin; not looking upon it as an harmlefs
innocent thing, not entertaining an opinion of it as
a flicht ‘iaconfiderable evil; but as that which is
accurfed 10 itfelf, and carries with it all manner of
curfes. We muft thus conceive of it, ’Tis the firfk

thing neceflary to a deliverance from the cus/e it has
{ubjefted us to ; as it will not only engage us in the
work of repentance, but open to our view. our jnfi-
nite indebtednefs to the Lard fefus Chrift, who has
taken upon him the carfe of fin, And this will in-
fpire us with zeal and vigor, in the ufe of all means,
that we may obtain, through him, redemption {rom
the curle of the law and the wrath of God,
But I muft not enlarge. ’Tis time that I proceed

ta the fecond note from the texs, viz

- B2 * LL Thao
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11, That fin, this accurfed thing, 1s too often in the
- mid{t of a people, when engaged in war.

This was the charge again(t-I/rael, now they were
gone forth againit the nations ot Canaan.  Says the
contex!, « 1frael hath committed a trefpafs ia the
accurfed thing. lirael bath finned and tranfgreffed-
my covenant.” Nor was this the only time they
were chargeable with fin, while engaged in war.
We never read of this people, when in a ftate of war,
but they are complained of as having fioned again{t
the Lord their God. And there are fearce any  fios
but they were prevalent among them. The Pro-
phets, whom God fent with his meflages to them,
teftity againft their profmeners, their covetoufnefs,
“their uncleannefs, their pride, their hypocrify, their
idolatry, and fomerimes their univerfal debauchery
of manners, Auond it was indeed the prevalence of
thefe and foch like fins that engaged them in war,
either putting them upon jovading the rinhts of their
neighbours, or provoking God to ftir- up their neigh-
bours to invade theirs. It would be needlels to go
over the wars of Ifrael, as they are recorded in the
old teftament, to illuftrate this; buac if any fhould
chufe to be at this piins, they Would find that their
moral charaer was always fuck as might jultly give
the hol God occafion to complain of them, as in
Ifa.i. 4. “ Ah! finful nation, a people laden with
iu;quity, a feed of evil doers: they have forfiken
the Lord, they have prmo.&ed the holy one of fracl
to anger.”

And is it true of Ifrazl only, that  the accmﬁd
fbmg was in the midlt of them when engaged
in
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in war ?  Is not this the charge that may be juitly
made agaioft our Jand at this day ?———Was it ever
in 2 more corrupt and degeperate flate? Was it ever
in a more unhappy fuiuation, morally ipeaking, to en-
gagein war? Did we ever hear {o loud a cry of op-
preffion 7 Was common honefty ever at a lower ebb?
Were extravagance, intemperance and lewdnefs ever
more general! Were the fabbaths of the Lord ever
more prophaned, or his fan&uary more polluted ?
" Was the name of God ever more dithonored by
- horrid curfling and {wearing ?—— We are, in truth,
a finful people, and have exceedingly provoked the -
holy one of 1frael to anger againftus, The accwr/ed
thing s in the midlt of us, impiety towards God,
unrighteoufnefs and unmercifulnefs towards our
neighbour, and infobriety with refpeét to our felves;
yea, we have dithonored Chrift, neglefted his falva-
tion, abufed his grace, and grieved his fpirit, This,
in general, though Lam grieved to fay it, is the true
charaller of the country, at this day, notwithftanding
all our pretences, and all our fpiritual advantages.
A melancholy illuftration of the truth we were up-
;on, that the accurfed thing is too often in the midft
. of a people when at war with their epemies. 1 now
i goon to the nextand lalt note from the words, viz.
* -~ 1IL That a people at war muft take away the
accuifed thing fron among them, if they would
hope, upon- juft grounds, to ftand before their

enemies.

You fee that Ifrae! could not ftand before the men
of 4i: And what was the reafon? ’Tis given to

Jubua by God himfelf, ver, 11, 12. “ Ifrael hath
) - finned

E
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fisned—therefore the children of Ifrael could not
ftand before their enemies, but turned. their backs
before their enemies.” And this is but agreeable
te wii2 covenant which God made with them, after
Ire had brought them out of Egypt with a mighty
hand and an out-ftretched arm.  Thofe are the rerms
of it, « If ye walk in my {tatutes and keep my
commandments, and do them ;~—then ye fhall chafe
your enemies, and they thall fall before you by the
iword, . But if ye will pot hearken unto me, and
fhall defpife my ftatutes, and not do my .command-
ments ;—1I allo will do this nnto you, ye fhall be {lain
before your enemies, ye fhall be delivered. into the
hand of the enemy.” Lev, xxvi. And-according to
the tenor of this covenant, it all slong happened ta
Ifrael. While they kept themfelves from the ac-
curfed thing, or foon took it away, they had the
better of their enemies, and caufed them to fee or
fall before them: But when the accurfed thing was
i the midit of them, and they took no care to re-
move it away, they fell before their enemies, or run
from them, or were delivered into their hands,
And as an awful illaftration of the truth of my text,
and of the threarning contained in God’s covenant
with [frael, they were, about forty -years atier our
Saviour, invaded by the Romans, and totally broken
np as a people, and fcattered among all the nations
of the earth, among whom they remamn as a taunt
and 2 curfe to this very day. |

Aid God will deal, in general, after the fame
manner, with other people, as he dealt with his
Ifrael, While they walk with him, and do that
which is_right and juft and good, he will make their
. - CDEMILS
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cpemies to be at peace with them, or deliver theni
into their hands: But if they violate the law of
God, and trefpafs in the accurfed thing, he will pot
enable them to ftand before their enemies, but will
give them into their hands,

"Tis true, the partres in the war may both of
them have fioned againft the Lord; the accurfed
thing may be in the midft of them both: In which
cafe, they are both made ufe of in the providence
~ of God to chaftife one another ; and to which of them
God will give the advantage is known only to him-
{elf ; unlefs that party in the war, whofe caufe is juft,
fhould put away the accurfed thing : in which cafe
they might upon good grounds hope for help againit
their enemies, {o as to be able to {ftand before them ;
yea, and to tread them under their feet.  Says God,
in the text, “thou canft not ftand before thine ene.
mies, unul ye take away the accurfed thing from
among you.” It may be worthy of Ipecial notice,
tho’ the accurfed thing was in the midft of Ifrael
. yet this fhould pot hinder their fuccefs againft their
'~ enemies, if they would but take it away. In this
. cafe, they might, norwith{tanding their former folly,
. hope to come off with_glory and viftory,

But the queftion here is, what are we to under-
ftand by this'* taking away the accurfed thing 7
How isitto be done? ‘To which I anfwer,

If the accurfed thing s of fuch a nature that the
“cavil arm” is neceflary to remove it, it is, in this
fenfe, 1o be taken away. Thus the accurfed thing
was taken away from Ifracl. The fin of Achan was

a
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a-capital offence, and it lay with the civi/ magiftrate,
by cutsing off the finner, to clear the community of
gult.  Accordingly, Jolhua and the Elders of Ifrael
were no {ooner made fenfible of the fin of Achan,
than they brough:t him under rial, pals fentence
upon him, and putit in execotion in the face of all
~  lrael. Inlike manner, when the accurfed thing,
in the midlt of a people, is of a capital nature, the |
civil magiftrate muft remove it by the death of the !
offender : or if it be -any other crime, which it be-
" ongs to them, as guardians to the ftate, to reftrain
~or panifh, they muft, in an authoritaiive way, purge
.the community of it.

And permitme to fay here, as oppreffion of the
paor, the fatherlefs,. and the widsw, 1s emnently the

© accurfed thing in the midft of us, it ought to be
taken away, fo far as'may be, by the powers ordained

- of God to be his minifters for goad. ’Tis obferva-
ble, and may be worthy of {pecial notice, there is no

- prohibition, among the laws of the fupreme Legifla-
tor, more particularly, exprefly, folemnly, and re-
_-peatedly urged than this, thou fhalt not opprefs the
poor, the fatherlefs, and the widew. Thole therefore
-who are’ entrufted with governing authority, would
do no more than their duty, and what they are called

- to by the King of Kings, fhould they exert them-
~ felves to difcourage oppreflion, and guard againtt icto
the utmoft of their power, more efpecially as the-
poor, the fatherlefs, and the widow, are the diftin-
guifhed fufferers by it. And fhould they neglett to

. “reftrain and guard againft this kind of oppreffion, they
~¢ould not excufe themfelves from the guilt of violar-
- ing
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ing_a moft exprefs command of the great King aiid
Judge of all the earth. The 82d Plalm begins with
thofe majeftic words; “ God f{tandeth in the congre-
gation of the mighty, he judgeth among the gods,”
that is, among civil magiftraces. 1t then follows, as
a peremprory commaod to them from the Sovereign
of the world, © dttend the poor and fatherlefs, do
juftice o the afflitted’ and needy ; deliver the poot
and needy; rid them out of the hand of the wicked,”
If it was ever-proper, if it ever was, or could be;
the duty of the civil magiffrate 1o tay reftraint upod
the malignant vice of opprefhon, as widows, father~
lefs children, and afficled needy perfons are affeted
by it, it i1s-emincatly {o now, ~

I am fenfible it may be diffical, if wichin the feach
of the magiftrates fkill or power, to remove that in-
juftice, which, like an overbearing flood, has madé
its way through thefe American States ; occafioned
partly by the paper currency, partly by the neceffities
of people in thiis day of general calamity, but prid-
cipally by the undue love of money: But however
difficult, or impoffible, it may be for the governing
power, in the prefent [tate of things, effieCtually to
reltrdin, in general, the affair of commercial dealing

~within the bounds of righteoufnefs, this may be done,
anid  without the leaft difhcalty, in “regard of thofe
widows and orphais, together - with many others;
who have greatly foffered, aud are {lill fuflering, by
means of a faw of this Stafe, which obliges them 10
gceept of four or five hillings inftead of a pound, or
to lofe the yearly intereft which they depend upox
for & fobfiftence, 1 fearnot to fay, that glaring in-

© juftice;

———— —r
£
-



(18°)

juftice, and of the worlt kind too, wherein it alfedls

thc tatherlefs and widow, is eftablithed by this law,
It would be a difhonorable refleétion on the makers
of fuch an eftabiifh.nent, who are politically dead,
to fuppole, that their intention was, to give oppor-
tunity for the cancelling bonds by the payment of
oue half or a quarter of their real value. As the
emiflion of paper-bills was neceflary to the carrying
on the war, they might think a law of _this kind
would tend to prevent their depreciation, and with
this view be determined to make it: But as it is now
known, notwithftanding this, and every other device,
that the dépreciation has been amazingly great, and
that hundred: and thoufands of helplefs widows and
orphans, to {ay nothing of others, have been reduced
.to the urmolt diftrefs by means of it, topether Wlth
the law that has given it an oppreflive eflicacy, |

- may reafonably be expected, thar the powers that now

be will interdi€t the continuance of this law, left
there fhould be the continvance of that injultice,
which would be a digrace to even a pagan flare.

As 1 am now upon the duary of the eivil magiftrare,
wherein it lies within his fphere, to take away fin,
which is an accurfed thing, from a pﬁoplh, [ would
meption the fad cafe of falary-men, and pariizularly
the Clergy. So far asl am able to learn, molt of
the parithes in this State have made their minifters
no allowance at all for the ceprecicziion of~the cur-
rency, and thofe who have-made any have fallen thort
one half, if not three quarters, of what in reafon
might have been expeéted of them. Is it right in
people, who have {olemnly contralted with their mi-
rifters to pay them fuch afum, to difcharge their obli-

| pation
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gation with that which amouats to not more than one
half, or a quarter, ora feventh part of itsreal value?
Js it confiltent with commoa honelty for people to de-
mand, 20d to take, of their minifters for labor, for pro-
vifion, for cloathing, and all the necefluries of lite five,
fix, or feven timas more in proportion than they are
willing 10 give them, tho’ obliged to 1t by explici
contralt?  And (] povernment, while they know
thig, fie-ftill, ard look upon their oppreflion without
offering them any heip ? Is this as it ought to be?
Efpecially, as it is owing to government bills, and &

- government low making them a tender to dilcharge

contracts, cho’ by a neminal fum, not worth a third, or
it may bea {eventh parc of the value originally agiced
for, that they are thus injured ¥

C 2 '" Surely

¥ So long ago as May 26, 1723, the General Gourt paffed the following
Refolve, which it is thieght proper to infert atlarge, Tt is in thefe words,

‘At 2 Grear and Gzneral Cout or Aflembly for his Majefty’s Province
of Maflachuletts-Bay in New-Erpland, begun and held at Bofion, upog
Wednelday May 26, 1725, the following Reloive pafs’d both Houlen,
and was confented to by his hopor thg lieutenant Governor, viz.

Upon ferfous confideration of the grear difireffes that many of the miniflers of
the gejpel awithin this province labour under, 2with rrfpm‘? to therr ﬁ;pparr
or muaintenance, their falaries betng generally paid “in the public bitls of
credit of this province, althe' many of the minifiers contradled avith therr
peaple in the time wwben Silver Muney paffed in ayment § and the necefluries

" of life, fuch as cloatbing, provifions, togetber wwith labour and other things,
nsaw demand fo mach more of the bills of ¢redit then beretofore ;

Refolved, That it is the indifpentable duty of the feveral towns, precinfls and
panithes of this province, to maite fuch additions to the falaries or muin- -
tenance of their seflpedtive puinfters, as may henonrably fuppost and
encourage them in ther work ; and therein to have regard as well to
the time of the contrall between the miniffer and people, and the fpecis
tha:cin mentioned, as to the preat and growing diffcrence in the value of
the bills of credit, from what they have femetimes beep, And this
court do therefore moft earncitly recommend the fpesdy and chearful
preflice ef this duty, to the feveral conyregations and religizus *flemblies
withia this province s And shat this refolve be publitkly rezd on the nexy

_» Lord’e day after the receipt thereof,in the tiie atternoon betote the congre

gation be difniifs’d ; and at the anniverfary meeting of the feigral towng
or precinéts in the provioce in the month of March next,
By order of the great and general court or affembly.
3 ' Fofiah 1Willard, Sery,”

Frev:pa,
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Syrely, the Paftors of the Churchs in thig
dlate are not - fo inconfiderable _and contemptible an
order of men as oot to be worth the notice of Go-
yernment, when ajmoft poiverfally wronged, and to
an high degree. Some jpecial provifion for their
reliet is a magter of juflice, and wor meer favor, as

)

it is by means of government bills, anl a government
| {a@g, however contrary to the Jeflign of Government,
- that they are opprefled. And fuch provifion. | am
fure, if inclination is not wanting, may be made, and
withont any great expence either of thovght, time,
or pains; and the provifion might be effettual to put
it out of the power of peopleto turn their minifters
off with any thing fhort of the trde value of what
they agreed with them for, wiien they fettled with
them, This is all they defire: And as ic is nothing
more than common equity, weuld it not be hard,

| may

revious to the above refolve, and that juftice m'ght be done between man
and man, it wa« erafled by government in the's ear 1Gg8, that the execu-
tive coszts, upon the fygfeiture of the penalty annexed to any agreement,
covenant; contract, or other fpecialtics———{liould cbancer the forfeiture,
and cnter up judgment for the Juff debs and damages: <-—In the yeor 17471,
the judges of the refpellive eotirts, intale of a depreciation of the emirted
bilts, were particularly impowered * to give judgment for fo much filver
~ as the true debr appears to be, and in wwant thereof for fo much in faid
prevince bills, quith the edditior of fo viuch more as awill make amends for
the depreciating faid bills fram thorr prefent flated walue, ¢ the value at
nwbich fuch other bills froald be flated.”” 1n the ycars 1744, 2nd 1747,
additional care was taken by the Gereral Coure to prevent eppreflicn by
means of the depreciction of thelr emitted bills, ' I

Tt will not, 1 believe, be difowned by any, who have raade themfelves ac-
* gua'nied with the charafler of thofe who conflitutec” our Ge::.-:rf.'f Ca:fru’
in the years above fpecified, that they were men of wifdom, Integrity,
public virtue, and pohiticai fkill, The fpecimens they have given of tbls,
in the laws I have refes’d to, are well worthy of notice ; and fhould like
Yaws, wh ch are ney more Toudiy called for than in. thofe times, be made
by the vrefent goveining powers, 1doubt not but they would carry with
them effe@ual releft » thoufands of #idows, Orpbans, and others, \ﬁ_‘hﬂ
have been the great [ fferers o this day of difficalty and diftrefs, not hav-
ing had it in thewr power, in common with almcf all£urt§ of pclfﬂn!, to
help themfelves, SN |

| I'h

wl
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may I not fay, would it not be unjuft, thould they
be left to groan, 'under their oppreflions, and to have
no helper ¢

-

Should it be faid, if what has been mentioned,
was to be carried into execution, it might unhappily
rend to increafc the depreciation of the currency,
which would be a great and public damage.—'Tis
obvious to anfwer, there are no perfons in this, or
any of the States, who bave it in their power, but
are fo aware of the funken value of the paper-bills,
as to rife propostionably in their demands for what-
ever they have to difpofe of. Common Jabourers of
all kinds, farmers, traders apd merchants, take effec-
tual care to ballance, in their commercial condué, -
the fall of the medium, with anadequate increafe of
the price they afk for their commodities: Yea, our
General Court have thooght it jult and equal to in-
hauce their dm{y flipend, on account of the inbanced
price of what is neceflary for their fubfitence, while
employed on the affairs of the public: Nor have they
*~ in this done any other than what is right, and will be
acknowledged to be fo by all who are acquainted
with the fitnation of things among us: But fhall wi-
dows and fatherlefs children, together with the clergy
and other falary-men, who have it not in their power
1o help themfelves be the diltinguithed grand fuf-
ferers in this day of oppreflive wickeduels ¢ When
others can help themfelves, while thefe can’t, (hall .
Government {it {till, and not exert themfelves, fo
that juftice may be done them, God forbid, that we
fhiould be any longer given up as a prey to the de-

youring teeth of avaricious worldlings ¢
o I thall
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I {hall add here; it ought to be deeply impreffed
on the hearts of our civil rulers, thar [hey are ac-
| coumable to that God whofe throne is in the hea-
vens,.in common with other men; and his eyes be-
hold their condu& in their publlc capacity, and he
fees and obferves it, not meerly as a {pe&ator, but an
almighty righteous judge, one who enters all upon
- record,-in order to a reckoning another day. And
the day is coming, when they fhall ali ftand on 3
Jevel with the lowelt of the people, before the tre-
mendous bar of rhe righteous Judge of all the.earth,
and be called upon to render ap account, not only
of their privace life, but of their whole management
as entrufted with the concerns of the public,

If there needs any excafe for that plainnefs of
fpeech I have now ufed, 1 would fay;—* my con-
{cience beareth me witnels,” that what 1 have offered:
‘has proceeded, net from want of decent r.c.ﬁwﬁ for thofe
who are our civil Rulers, but from faithfulnefs to
God, © whofe 1 am, and whom -1 defire to ferve,” as
well as from a tepder concern for thofe thoufands
among both the Laity and Clergy, efpecially Widow;
and* Orphans, whole groanings, by realon of opprel-
“fion, are heard in heaven, and may, if they are nog
beard on earth, bring down vengeance from almighty
GoJ in addition to what we have already felt,—

But to go on,

If the accurfed thing is fin genera”y prevailing
among a people, it muft be saken atvay by a general re-
ﬁrmatran. “This is the only effectual method tn which
it can be done; and it is the very one‘every where
directed to in the wcnd of God: and it will, of his

marcy,
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mercy, through the mediation and merits of thé Saviar:
Jefus Chrift, avail to the pardon of 'a people, This
will bring them into favor with heaven, and engage
the prefence of God with them, fo as that they fhall

be able to « itand before their epemies, and tread
them under their feet”

What then remains, as the improvement of the
prefent difcourfe, but that we make it our care, by
true humiltation and repentance, to- remove fin, that
accurfed thing, from among us. 1t will not, it cannot
with any face of reafon, be denied, that {in, in every
kind, abounds in the land,— But if I may fpeak what [
believe is the real truth, 1 would fay, that /in which

15 the {ource of every other fin, and may emphatically
‘be called the ACCURSED THING AMONG US, is
Jordid avarice, an unfatiable thirfi for money. ’Tig
~this that has overlpread the land with fuch Jafe
Jelfifbnefs as has been deftruétive of that public patriotie
Jpirit which was its glory : ” s this that has engaged
fuch muldtudes to * feek their own,” to the nepled of,
and in oppolition to, “ the weal of others :” *Tis this
that has been the occafionof that injuftice, opprefiion,
and exrortien, which 18 {o generally prevalent in all
parts of the country : ’Tis this that has reduced great
-numbers to peoury and want, efpecially among thofe,
who have had it neither in their power, por inclina-
ticn, to do by others, as-others do by them: *Tis
this, in @ word, that has {wallowed up all ferious at-
tention to “ the things pertaining to the kingdom of
Gad, aad of Jelus Chrift;” inftead of which, the piin
of this world has been the great and general concern,
though at the hazard of that lofs of the foul which
cannot be compenfated. And in this view of our

charalter,

|
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tharadler, as having reigaing in us #his” avaricious
difpofition, wWhich has been, and is ftill productive of
all wickednefs, what-can we expe but the frowns of
heaven upon our military operations ? *Tis true, and
onght to be acknowledged with gratitude, the good
God hds, notwithftending our great unworthioefs;
~ " for his holy name’s fake, and 1o make his power
known,” given-our armiiss remarkable fuccefs in their |
- contelts with the enemy, at one time and another. So
when Ifrael went againft Jericho, it plealed God by a
miracalous exertion of almighty powet, to thake down
the walls of that ftrongly fenced city, ahd deliver it
intothe hands of Jofbua, the chief Jewith military
-commander. But [frael commirted “a trefpalsin thé
-accurled thing,” for which caufe they were after-
wards defeated, and -driven back by -their esemies.
"Thus it has been with us. By remarkable interpo-
“fitions, in the government -of Providence, we have
‘been marvelloufly fucceeded, at one time and anothér;
10 our attemprs againft the enemy; but, as the ac
curfed thing has been retained among us, they, by like
iurerpoficions of heaven, have been fucceeded in theit
-attempts againft us. An obfervable inftance of this,
Eyea,'aninﬁance wherein the ‘God that is above has;
0 a very confpicuous manner, interpofed to {ferve
~them, and differve us, we have inthe affair of Rhode-
Ifland, with what gave rife (0 it, and was~ eflentially
. eonnetted with 1. |

We all know, the fguadron-of capiral fhips fent to

~ :America, by the Monarce oF FraNCE, was
Kindly intendeéd for our help in-cur ftruggle with
“areat: Britain ; and ‘we all had great expedtations from

what might, humanly fpeaking, -have :been effected
| thereby.
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thereby. But we have hitherto been gréatly difap-
pointed, But how? Not thro’ any faiiore in thé
ufe of proper meaps, but by the exertions of that
almighty Being, “ who bringeth the wind out of his -
treafure,” or keepeth it there, as % feemeth good in
his fight.” By contrary winds, or no winds, the fleet
trom France was detained fo much longer than ordina-
1y in coming to the Delaware, that the Britifh Jhips;
lytng in that river with all their ftores, had oppor-
tunity, before theirarrival, to go uniholefted 10 Nezw-
Tork. 'Tis truz, their lodked for approach might
be the occafion of the Britifh army’s quitting Philas
delphia with fuch hafte, and doing it by the way of
the Jerfies, which proved to them a difgraceful res
treat, and the fofs of fome thoufands of their mén,
Bur this was foon followed by that which was greatly
difadvantageous to ds. Upon Admiral D’Effaing’s
leaving the Delaware and anchoring at the Hook,
near New-1ork, an expecition was planned, with a
view to difpeflels the enemy of Rlode Ifland;by the
joint operation of his fleet, and an army to be imme-
diately raifed and feot upon this defign. No army,
it may be, was fooner raifed, o confifted of better
inco, many of whom, tho” inen of fortiine, figure,
and relpellable charalters, volunarily entered upon
this fervice as privates; for the pood of their country :
‘Notwithflandiog which, aiid the moft flattering pro-
fpeét of fuccefs, they were difappointed: Not for
want of wifdom in planning the expedition, or of fkill
and relclution inthe officers and men, either of the
almy or nary ; but by interpofing frownsin the pro.
vidence of him who “fitteth King forever.,” The
~ hext day efier our troops had landed without the Jeaft
‘oppolition, and were to have been joined by 2 num-
b - ber

- -
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~ ber of French regulars, and the whole French Sleet,
they were called off, by the appearance of Lord How’s
paval force, which obliged the Count to go our afier,
and purfue them : But before any action conld com-
mence, there arofe, at the command of that God,
whom ¢ the winds obey,” an unknown ftorm, i this
part of the world, at {ach a time'of the yegr, which
difabled 2 number of the French /bips, and made it
neceffary they thould come to Boflon to refit.— This
put an end to opr Rbode-[fland expedition.* and the
falutary effeds we expe&ed to reap from it. Bat,
as 1t was wholly owing (0 the extraardmary provi-
dence of God, which over-ruled this important defian
to our fad difappointment, we can find no fault, unleﬁ.
we would refle@ blame npon the alwife righteops
toler of the world; inftead of which, we might do
well to refleét upon the moral caufe of this diving
chaltifement, which, without all doubt, is, our not
« taking away the accwrf£d thing from among us.”
This can be done, as has been fiid, in no way but by
reformation. And the reformation muft be general,
extending toall orders and degrees of men, among us,
from the highet to the loweft; and to all fins, from
the greateft 1o the leall, Maglﬂrates muft be feg-
"~ fible of their faults, and redify them; minifters muft

be humbled for theirs, and amend them . and people
i common muft be convinced of the evil of their

gomgs, and repent of them, Aund in order to this
general

© It may not be i improper to fay here, our Troops, under the blefling of
heaven, retreated from Rbode-Ifland with fignal fuccefs and honor: Fnr
they not only went off with all their flores and baggage, without the lofs
of a fingle article; but drove away the enemy who endeavored to purfue
them, with the lnfs only of two bundred and eleven of our ‘men, . killed,
weunded, an8 miffing, which was vaftly more than ballanc:d b)' the lﬂfi uf
snore th;m a :ba.:fand of thcir ; klllcd and wnundcd.

-
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peneral reformation, every man muft endeavonr ta
know the plague of his own heart; every one muft
come 1o a paufe, and enguire what have 1 done ¢
and not ‘be fausfied, tll every thing amifs 15 done
away, both in heart and lile. -

T

"Thus let us remove the accarfed thing from the
midft of us; “ breaking off our fins by repentance,
and our iniquities by turning ro God.” We fhall not
do this. unlefs we betake ourfelves for help 10 the
great difpenfer of grace. He can difpofe and influ-
ence us 1o “ ceale from doing evil, and to learn to do
well ;7 he can enable us to “ unloofe the bands of
wickednefs, and let the opprefled go free,” and to
fnake it our care o “ deal juftly; loving mercy, and
walking humbly with God.”  Anrd if, in confequence
of cur earpeft fupplications before the mercy-feat in
heaven, we {hall be wréught upon to become a peni-
tent and obedient people, having faith 10 God,and in
his fon Jefus Chrift, we may hope, and upon juft
grounds, that our father’s God will be our God, and
manifeft himfelf 10 be fo by “riding in the heavens
{or our help. and in his excellency on the fkies;”
giving us occafion to trigmph, and fing, as in the 144th
Pfalm, begipning, *“ Bleffed be the Lord our ftrength,
who teacheth our hands to war, and our fingers to
fisht ; our gocdnefs and our fortrels, cur high tower
and deliverer, in whom we truft : who fubdueth the
people under -us.” ' |
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