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- JAMES L 27.

Pure Religion, and undefiled before God, even
the Father, 15 this: Tovifit the Father-
lefi and W idows in their Affliction, and to
keep bimfelf wnfpotted from the World,

4 HE RE are two Things which in an efpecial Manner
render God worthy of the Homage and Adoration
of his reafonable Creatures, and recommend him to

- their higheft Aftetion and Efteem: Thefle are the
abfolute and unchangeable Rectitude of his Nature, and the
conftant diffufive Care and Goodnefs of his Providence. And
therefore as true Religion may juftly be faid to confift in the

real Conformity of our Natures to God, and an Imitation of
his all perfe Example, the Defcription given by the infpired

Apoftle, in my Text, hath the moft certain Foundation of
Truth to {upport it, viz. That pure Religion, and undefiled be~
fore God, even the Father, is this: To vifit the Fatberlefs and
Widows in their Affliciion, and to keep bimfelf unfpotted from the
World, A Subje®t which I fhall infift on with the greater
Pleafure, :not only as it is an Argument of the higheft Impor-
tance in it felf, but becaufe 'tis a.proper Defcription of your
Difpofition, and what fhews the Sincerity and Acceptablenefs
of your Piety, who have voluntarily united your felves to car-
ry on the Work of Charity, and to vific and relieve both the
‘Fatherlefs and Widows in their AffliGion. This 1s the Wor-
-fhip that you pay to God, .even the Father, and 'tis Worfhip
that is pure and undefiled. S

In the preceding Verfes the Apoitle exhorts them to whom

he wrote, to an uniform, conftant Obedience to the Doétrines
A 2 and




4 Benevolence' and Integrity

and Precepts of Chriftianity : Be ye Doers of the Word, and not
Hearers only®.  Think it not gnough, that you give Attention
to the Gofpel Dodlrine, and profefs to believe it. 'Tisa Do-
ctrine according to Godlinefs, and the Belief of it fhould lead
you to univerfal Virtue and Goodnefs ; and unlefs this be the
Effect of it, your Profeffion is vain; and you deceive and im-
pofe on your felves, if you expe the Rewards of Chriftianity
upon any other Foundation, For if any Man be an Hearer of
the Word, and not a Doer, be is like unto a Man bebolding bis
natural Facein a Glafs 5 for be beboldeth himfelf, and goeth bis
Way, and firaightway forgetteth what manner of Man he was "
1, e. The Perfon who contents himfelf merely with hearing the
Gofpel Docirine, without mending his Temper, reforming
his Life, and putting in Pratice the great Duties it recom-
mends, can gain no more Advantage hereby, than a Man doth,
who takes a tranfient View of his Face in a Glafs,-and who,
though the Mirror is defigned to thew him the Defedts of his
Perfon or Drefs, yet immediately forgets what is reprefented
to him, without taking any care to rectify what he fees in
either diforderly and amifs. But whofo Jooketh into the perfelt
Law of Liberty, and continues therein, he being not a forgetful
Hearer, but a Doer of the Word, this Man fhall be bleffed in
bis Deed®, 'The Law of Liberty is the Chriftian Religion, .in
oppofition to the burthenfome Superititions and Ceremonies
of Gentiles and Fews. He that looketh info this Law, waga-
awnlag, ftoops down, and confiders with a becoming Attention
and Diligence the Requirements and Obligations of it; and
continues therein ; doth not only take a tranfient View of it, as
Men do of their Facesin a Glafs, but makes it his conftant
Study, and keeps the Principles of it habitually prefent with
his Mind: ‘The Man who remembers what he hears, "praéti-
fes what he remembers; this is the Man who thall be appro-
ved and rewarded of God. Religion is of an uniform, fixed
Natuore, that extends to the Whole of a Man’s Behaviour and
Converfation, that regulates his Difcourfe as well as goverrs
his Actions: And therefore 7f any Man' among [} you feems .5 e

. A Ver, 22. b Ver, 23, 24, f Ver, 25,

religious,



Effentials of Chriftianity, g
religions, boafts of his Godlinefs, and profefles him{elf 2 Wor-
fhiper of the true God, and yet doth not bridle his Tongue,
but allows himfelf in profane, impure, cenforious, and re-
proachful Dilcourfe; fuch a one is deftitute of the Spi-
ric of Chriftianity, deceves bis own Heart, by relting on
fuch a Form of Godline(s; bis Religion is empty and inef-
fectual, and muft therefore be altogether vazz and unprofic-
able ; neither acceptable to God, nor beneficial to himfelf,
No; true Religion, Religion pure and uncorrupted, that {ub-
ftantial Worthip which God approves, and will finally re-
ward, conlifts in vifiting the Fatherlefs and Widows in their

Affiction, and in keeping our [elves unfpotted from the World,
In fpeaking to which Words I (hall,

I. Confider what it is in which the Apoftle fixes the Nature
of true Religion,

II. Endeavour to demonttrate that this Account of pure and
undefiled Religion is true.

I 1 fhall confider wherein the Nature of true Religion
confifts, as here defcribed and laid down by the Apoftle. It1s
in vifiting the Fatherlefs and Widows su their Affliction, and in
keeping o Man’s felf unfpotted from the World.

1. In wifiting the Fatherlefs and Widows in their Affliction,
Fatherlefs Children. The original Word is Ogpasss.  Orphans
are properly fuch who have loft their natural Parents, in In-
fancy or Youth, before they are attained to Years of Age and
Maturity, and who are left by them either in Circomitances
of Want and Diftrefs, or deprived of their Counfel, Affiltance
and Friendfhip; thefe are Objects of great Pity and Compaf-
fion, becaufe of their helplefs and defencelefs Age, and becaufe

bereaved of thofe, who by the ftrongeft Ties of Nature, and
from the Di&ates of the moft tender AffeGion, muft have

been {olicitous for their Welfare, careful of their Education,
and diligent in their Endeavours to ave provided for them
the Neceflaries and Comforts of Life. How real and {olid 1s
the Lofs when Children are ftripped of this Bleffing, left n

their Infancy and Childhocd wholly unprovided for, caft upon
2 the



6 Benevolence and Integrity

the World without Friend or Fortune, born with animal Paf-
fions and Appetites, without any to check them in their early
Rife, or teach them the Art to regulate and fubdue them ;
{urrounded with innumerable Temptations and Snares, with-
out Guide to lead them, and InftruGor to teach them eicher
how to avoid or overcome them ; and who are thereby almoft
abandoned to the Diftreffes of Poverty and Want, and in the
vtmoft Danger of being as well corrupted 1n their Morals, as
deftitute and miferable in their Lives. Thefe are oftentimes
the AffliGions of Orphans; and what renders their Cafe more
compaflionable is, that they neither know their Lofs, nor are
concern’d for their Danger, and - have neither the Inclination
or Power to affift themfelves, or prevent their Ruin,

And as to the State of #idowhood, how many are the In-
conveniencies and Afflictions that artend it, from the natural
Weaknefs of the Sex it felf, and from the prevailing Laws
and Cuftoms.of Nations.; oftentimes liable to be defrauded of
what they have by Treachery and Deceir, or to be opprefied
by the Violence of the Rich and Powerful: Or who, if they
are left in Diftrefs and Want, are generally incapable of pro-

curing a tolerable Subfiftence, or extricating themfelves from
the Straits and Diflicultics of Poverty, Labour and Toil are

made properly for Men; the liberal Profeffions are their pe-
culiar Study; the Arts of Negociation, and the Myfteries of
Trade, are Provinces affigned by the God of Nature to them;
the afliduous Application, the free Converfe with the World,
the frequent Exchanges of Places and Countries, that are.ne-
ceflary to carry on the Affairs of Life with Succefs, are indif-
putably Services which belong to them. . So that when the
Hufband, and Father of the Family is removed by Death,
the Meéadns of Subfiftence generally die with him, the difcon-
folate Widow Jloofes the proper Source of her Maintenance
and Support, and hath oftentimes no future Dependance for
the very Neceffaries of Life, but the cold and uncertain Affe-
<lions of the World, and the immediate Compaffions and
Care of Providence. Affli&ions of this Kind are extremely
moving, and the Fears, Diftrefles, and Straits of a deftiture
Widowkood too tender for me to defcribe, without an undue

Emotion,



Effentials of Chriftianity. 7
Emotion, or for you, I believe, even to be put in mind of,
without Refolutions of Charity and Goodnefs.

For the Apoftle tells us, that pure Religion, and undefiled,
1s to wifit thefe Orphans and Widows in their Affli&ion.
The original Word emisxenle®as denotes properly to infpe
with Attention and Care, and to examine with Diligence any
Aftair in all its Circumftances, that we may know how to
manage our Condu&t with regard to it. And accordingly
when applied to Objects in Diftrefs, it implies, not an inefle-
Ctual Sympathy, or formal Condoleance: For as our Apoftle
exprefles-it, If a Brother or Sifler be naked, and deflitute of daily
Food, and one of you fay unto them, Depart in Peace, be you
warmed and filled, notwithffanding ye give them not thofe Things
which are needful to the Body : What doth it profit¢2 No, the
Vifiting here fpoken of implies fomething more fubftantial,
viz. fuch a benevolent Affetion of Mind towards them, as
leads us to a compaflionate Confideration of their Cafe, and
prompts us to afford them a fuitable Relief. Thus Matth,
xxv. 76, our blefled Saviour tells us, that at the univerfal
Judgment he will acknowledge and reward his faichful Difci-

ples, becaule, When I was fick ye vifited me, kindly pitied me,
and adminiﬁer*d What was proper and necefrnry for my Com-

fort and Relief. And thus to vifit the Orphans and Widows
in their Afflictions, is to be tenderly affefted towards their
deftitute and mournful State; to take their Condition into our
moft ferious Thoughts; to give them cthar real Affiftance
which they need, and contribute with willing and chearful
Minds towards alleviating their Sufferings, and fupporting-
them under the Straits and Burthens of Life.

So that the firft Thing in which the Apoftle places true
Religion is Beuevolence of Difpolition, and the confequent
Effe@s of Mercy and Goodnefs towards all Perfons what{o-
ever, whofe Circumf{tances are affli¢ted, and call for our Com-
paffion and Relief. Orphans and Widows in Affliction are
real Objets of Charity; and the Apoltle particularly men-
tions thefe, becaufe they are Cales chat peculiarly aftect us,

d Chap. ii, 13, 10,
and
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and do indifputably deferve and claim our Sympathy and’ Affi-
ftance ; and to teach us, that our Compaffion and Charicy
muft be wifely regulated, and direéted to real Obje&s of Ne-
ceflity, in order to their becoming Inftances of real and ac--
ceptable Religion; and that the tender Regards of a generous
Mind towards all Perfons whatfoever, in Circumftances of real
Affliction and Diftrefs, difcovering themfelves in all the ge-
nuine Fruies of Goodnefs, are A&s of Piety towards God, and
“that Worfhip in which the Father delights. But,

2. As true Religion is uniform and confiftent, and extends
to the Whole of our Chara@er and Behaviour, hence the
Apoftle farther adds, with great Propriety and Truth, that
Religion, pure and undefiled, is fo keep our felves unfpotted
from the World, as well as to vifit the Fatherlefs and Widows
in their Afflictions. Benevolence and Charity to others are not
fufhcient to compleat the Chara&ter of a religious Man, unlefs .
he takes a proper Care of bimfelf, maintains the Dignity and-
Rectitude of his own Nature, and preferves himfelf free from
the Corruptions and Impurities of a wicked and degenerate
World. Vicious Habits, contracted and indulged, leflen the Va-
lue, and foi] the Beauty, even of Benevolence it felf., Theyare

indeed Arguments that this divine Difpofition 1s defe&ive, par-
tial, and inconftant; and that how extenfive and effeGtual foever

fuch a Perfon’s Good-will may be to others, he is wanting in a
due Concern and Tendernefs for his own Welfare and Happi- |
nefs; acd amidft all the Expreflions of his Generofity to them, is
cruel and relentlefs to his own Wants; and hath neither the .
Heart to pity, nor the Hand to extend Relief to himfelf, un-
der his own greater Misforcunes and Mifery. |

Integrity and confcious Virtue are the greateflt Ornaments
and maoft valuable Treafures of human Nature. And one of
the noblelt Inftances of Refemblance that Men can bear to
God himfelf confifts, in maintaining all their Powers and Fa-
culues freed from every corrupt and criminal Biafs, in pre- .
ferving themfelves from the Influence of irregular Paffions and |
di{honourable Aftections, in culuvating every good and wor-
thy Difpofition, in a fteady uniform Obedience to the Ditates
of Reafon, and Principles of Truth, and in the Conformity

of




Effentzals of Chriftianity. 9
of all their ACtions to the everlafting Laws, and immutable
Obligations of Righteoufnefs; in oppofition to the falfe and
deftructive Principles of the vicious Part of Mankind, the
Force and Prevalence of their evil Examples, and all the va-
rious Temptations and Snares that may ofter themfelves, to
engage us to 2 Conformity with them in Practice, and to a
Participation with them in their Wickednefs and Guilt.  This

is to keep our felves unfpotted from the World, and an eflential
Part of pure and rewardable Religion; and though Benevo-
lence of Difpofition, attended with {uitable Works of Charity
and Mercy, is very amiable in it felf, and an indifputable Part
of the Chriftian’s Charalter; yet I think no Doérine can be
more pernicious in its Confequences, or falfe in its Founda-
tion, than that which teaches Men to imagine, that by Be-
neficence to others they can compenfate for perfonal Vices,

and fecure themfelves, by certain Works of private or publick
Charity, from the Effeéts of that Guilt, which they contra&

by an habitual- Courfe of Immorality and Wickednefs. No:
Benevolence of Difpofition, manifefted by the fubltantial
Fruits of Goodnefs, and accompanied with firi& Inteerity of
Heart, and an univerfal Probity of Life and Manners, is that
pure and undefiled Religion which the Tather approves; that
genuine Worthip of him in Spirit and in Truth which he
fecks, and will finally reward, And this brings me, .

II. To the fecond General; which is to demonfirate, that
this Account of pure and undefiled Religion is true. Religi-
on, or the Worfhip of God in general, implies that Regard
which reafonable Creatures fhew and exprefs towards him,
upon the Account of his Perfections and Benefits, and in Obe-
dience to his Will, whether difcovered by Realon or Revela-
tion, either 1n the inward AffeCtions of their Minds, the
‘Words of their Mouths, or the Actions of their Lives, upon
the Views, and with the Hopes of a Reward in a. future State.
Hence it follows, that Religion is in its Nature a reafonable
Service, becaufe the Service of reafonable Beings; and that
. nothing can deferve the honourable Charater of Religion

that is not founded in Truth, and directed by Reafon and Un-

B derftanding.
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derftanding. It is alfo plain from hence, that A&ions, which
are in themfelves intrinfically good and commendable, yet if
they are not performed with a becoming Regard to God,
from a Senfe of his Authority, and with a View to his Ap-
probation and Acceptance, they are not properly the A&ions
-and Expreffions of Religion and Piety ; for be who comes to
God, as a Worthipper of him, muft belicve that be is, and that
be 15 a Rewarder of them that diligently feek him, Whatfoever
Men do through the Dictates of natural Affections, and the
Sway and Influence of their Paffions, is properly Humanizy.
When the Rule théy aét by is the Truth and Fitnefs of

Things; Reafon, and the natural Obligation which refulcs
from it ; this is ftriGtly Morality and Virtue, When to this
they add the Authority of God, the Confideration of his
Will, the Defire of Conformity to him, and the Expeation
of a Reward from him, as the Motives of their A¢tions ; this
1s properly Religion and Piety: And when all thefe Confidera-
tions meet together in the Mind, and have their Weight to
influence and diret the Aé¢tions of Men’s Lives, then they act
an human, virtuous, and religious Part ; a Part fuitable to the

Conftitution of their Frame, and the Relations in which they
ftand as created and dependent Beings.

'Tis not therefore the mere vifiting the Fatherlefs and
Widows an their Aflli¢ions, nor any other like A&ions of Be-
nevolence and Charity ; ’tis not our abftaining from the grof-
fer Vices of a profligate and degenerate Age, and thus keeping
our felves unfpotted from the World, which of it felf confti-
tutes the Nature of Religion; in like manner as Piety, and
the Worfhip of God, doth not confift-in the mere Attention
to the Word- preached, the uttering certain Forms of Expref-
fion with our Mouths, and the engaging in any of the pofi-
tive Inftitutions of Chriftianity ; to which Things, I know
not for what Reafon, the Name of Religion hath been ap-
propriated, : greatly 10" the” Prejudice of other very fubfantial
and 1important Branches of Chriftian Piety. -

1. For if Religion and-Piety, fttily fpeaking, be placed
in the ferious Difpofition of the Hedrt, and the Turn of the -
AffeGions towards God, then whatever proceeds from fuch a

Temper,
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Temper, and hath fuch AffeCtions attending 1t, muft be, in
the Nature of Things, and in the Regards of God, properiy
Religion; and by Confequence the Cultivating a benevolent
Temper, and chearfully abounding in the Fruits of Goodnefs,
in Imiration of the Divine Example, out of Deference to God’s
Authority, and with the Defire of pleafing him, and being
approved by him, muft deferve this honourable Character.
And for the fame Reafon, it muft be as real an Inftance of
{olid and rational Piety, when Men, from the Confideration
of the abfolute Perfection and Rectitude of the Divine Nature,
from the intire Approbation of it in their Judgment, and a
{ftrong and prevailing Ambition to refemble God, and be
cloathed with his Likenefs; keep themfelves at the utmoft
Diftance from the Impurities of an evil World, are careful
to maintain all their Powers and Faculties in their due State
of Subjetion and Order, to preferve their Minds pure from
every criminal Deformity and Blemifh, and to abound in the
Praltice of all moral Virtue. Even the Prayer of an upright
Heart, and the Thankigivings of a grateful Breaft, are not
nobler Inftances of Worthip and Homage to God than this.

2, If Religion be reprefented as confifting in a Regard to the
Rétyﬁw and .Fft!:eﬁ of Things, and rhe Obligation to the great

Daties of it, be confidered as refulting from the neceffary Rela-
tion we bear to God ; is not the benevolent Temper every way
proper and fit ? Are not the Bounties of a generous Charity al-
together reafonable and becoming ! Do they not naturally re-
{ult from certain and fixed Relations, and even from the Re-
Jations which every Man bears to hisgreat Creator and fovereign
Lord? Isit not the neceflary and unalterable Duty of a reafon-
able Creature, to maintain the Dignity, and preferve the Re-
&icude of his Nature, amidft the moit powerful Inducements
to Vice ! Is there not an unchangeable Propriety and Fitnefs in
this, immediately flowing from his Dependance on God for
Life and Happinefs? ‘

3. If Religion be confider’d as the Homage and Adoration
of a reafonable Being paid to God, as including folemn Alts
of Worthip, performed in Honour to him; an uniform Vir-
tue; and an active Benevolence, will juftly come under this

B2z facred
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facred Charaler, and are indeed fome of the nobleft Inftan-
ces of Efleem and Veneration that can be thewn him, The
Man who is deftitute of the benevolent Temper, and a Stran-
ger to the Di@ates of Goodnefs ; who enters into all the Vices
of a degenerate Age, and debafes his Nature by criminal In-
dulgences; whatever may be his Profefliors of admiring, ho-
nouring, and worfhipping God, yet demonftrates by his Pra-
¢tice, that he hath no prevailing Reverence for him, and de-
ntes him the moft acceptable Worfhip that ke can pay him.
But can there be a nobler Proof of Sentiments of folid Piety i
the Heart, than the regular Aions of an exemplary ufeful
Life ¢ Can there be a more valuable Sacrifice offered to God
than an upright Heart, and an uncorrupted Behaviour? Can
any one exprefs an higher Approbation, or more honourable
Regard for the Reitude of the Divine Nature, than by en-
deavouring to maintain the Purity of his own? Or manifeft a
ftronger Efteem for, or pay his Adorations to God, as the

moft beneficent and friendly Being, in a more worthy and be-
coming Manner, than by following the Divine Example, in
being as extenfively ufeful as he can? The regular Virtue of
a good Man, living under the fixed Belief and Awe of God, 1s
the Payment of a perpcrual Homage, the,doing him the
higheft Honour he is capable of, and the moft effectual Me-
thod by which he can in reality glorify him,
- 4. If Religion be made to confift in a Conformity-to, and
Refemblance of God, Benevolence and Integrity will, in a
peculiar Manner, deferve this honourable Charaéter., There
are fome A&s of Piety, which however reafonable in them-
felves, and becoming our dependent and neceffitous State, yet
are {0 far from carrying in them, or inferring a real Likenefs
to God, that they are demonftrative Proofs of the contrary,
Prayer is the Acknowledgment of our Wants: Thank(givings
are the Expreflions of our Obligations; and the Ufe of all in-
ftitu:ed pofitive Means of Worfhip, are Proofs of our Ig-
norance, Inattention, -and great ImperfeGion. But none of
thefe can be, without great Impiety, afcribed to God; and
by Confequence, fuch Ad&s of Worthip and Religion.are ‘the
Evidences of the Meannefs of our Condition, andof the infi-
I nie
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nite Difference and Diftance that there is between God and us-
Whereas the maintaining the inward Purity of our Hearts,
and an unblemifhed Holinefs of Life and Converfation, carries
in the very Notioa of it a Conformity to God, and is that ve-
ry-Image and Likenefs to God which ftamps on thofe who
wear it the trueft Dignity, and renders them capable, and
even worthy, of his Acceptance. And though the Retitude of
his Nature be in cvery refpet perfe@; and he is infinitely
amiable upon account of all his Perfe@ions; yet that which
creates in us the higheft Efteem for him, excites our warmeft
AffeGtions towards him, and prodaces a firm Confidence and-
Truft in him, is the Benevolence of his Nature, his Compal-
flon to our Wants, his Readinefs to fupply them, the un-
bounded Liberality of his Providence, and the infinitely vari-
ous Effects of his Goodnefs and Mercy. And by Confequence,
it Religion confifts in an Imitation of, and Conformity to
God, the Benevolence of a good Man, exprefled in all {uit-
able Inftances of Kindnefs and Love, is Religion in the high-
eft and nobleft Senfe; as it carries in ic the moft perfect Re-
femblance to God, in that which is his lovelieft Glory, and

{preads a Luftre and Beauty over every other Attribute of his
Nature.

¢, If by Religion we mean thofe Expreffions of our Ho-
mage and Duty to God, which are founded upon his exprefs
Command, and inculcated immediately and directly by his

Auchiority, Benevolence, and” Integrity of Heart and Life,
will' come under this Denomination equally with any other

Inftances of Duty whatfoever, For though their primary
Obligation flows from the unchangeable Nature of Thingg,
and our Characler and Relation as reafonable Beings, and
muft therefore be fo far antecedent to, and independent of all
pofitive Will and Command; yet this natural Obligation is
ftrengthen’d by the exprefs Authority of God himfelf; and
what the Frame of our Beings, and the Diates of our own
Reafon lead us to, receives an additional Enforcement from
Divine Revelation, °He hath fhewed thee, O Man, what is.

¢ Mic, vi. 8,

£ 00;3;
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good, and what doth the Lord require of thee, but to do juftly, to love
Mercy, and walk bumbly with thy God, was the DoGrine of the
in{pired Prophets under the Old Teftament Difpen{ation, teach-
ing Men to know the Righteoufnefs of the Lord", or inftruting
them in the Nature and Duties of acceptable Religion. And
when God was pleafed to warn his rebellious and degenerare
People of old of their Danger, and to befeech them to take
the proper Methods to prevent their Ruin, this was the Ex-
hortation : Wafb ye, make you clean, put away the Evil of your
Dorngs from before mine Eyes, ceafe to do Evil, learn to do well,
feck Fudgment, relieve the Oppreffed, judge the Fatherlefs, and
plead for the Widowse, 'The very Dorine of the Apoftle in
my Text ; that pure Religion, and undefiled before God and the
Lather, is to vifit the Orphans and Widows in their Afftctions,
and to keep himfelf unfpotied from the World. -

The peculiar Character by which God is defcribed in the
New Teftament, is that of a Father, both as he is the God
and Father of our Lord Jefus Chrift, and as he is our God
and Father in and through him. And therefore when the
Apoftle declares, that the Vifiting the Fatherle(s and Widow
1 their AfHliGtions, &¢. is pure Religion, and undefiled before

God, even the Father, he means, that 'tis pure, genuine, uncor-
rupted Chriftianity ; the Religion that the Father hath appoint-

ed by his Son-Jefus Chrift, which he expeéts from all that wear
his Name, and which he will accept and finally reward. The
Words pure and undefiled are, as a learned Expofitor obferves,
taken from Jewels, the Value of which confifts in their being
.bright and .clear. So that Beneficence and Integrity are ge-
nuine, unadulterated Chriftianity, that like a finifhed Dia-
.mond, hath an unclouded Luftre, is brilliant, without fpoe
-or blemith. ,

There feem to have been fome, even in the early Days of
she Church, during the very Lives of the Apoftles, who ima-
gined that Chriftianity confifted in certain external Ordinan-
ces, fuch as hearing of the Word, and the like Forms of
-Godlinefs, or in an unadive and inefte¢tual Faith, 7, ¢, .in the

f Micah vi. s, £ If2. 1. 16, 17.
' ‘ Imerc
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mere Belief of the Truths of the Gofpel, that did not exert it
felf in the good Works of a Chriftian Obedience. This is
what our Apoftle diretly oppofes, by exhorting thofe he
wrote to, To be Doers of the Word, and not Hearers only®, for
that otherwife they would but deceive themfelves ; and by put-
ting the Queftion home to their own Confciences: #hat doth
1t profit, my Brethren, though a Man fay be bath Faith, and
have not Works? Can Faith fave bim*?2 And finally, by lay-
ing down this plain Conclufion, 2% fee then, bow that by Works
a-Man 15 juftified, and not by Faith only*,

Hearing of the Word, believing Principles of Truth, and
the Obfervance of pofitive Inftitutions, are very far from con-
ftituting and compleating the Religion of a Chriftian, and be-
ing the moft excellent and acceptable Parts of Chriftian Piety
and Worthip; though the Words Religion and Godlinefs, and
ferious Piety, have been too frequently applied and appropriated
to fuch kind of Things. They have indeed their proper Ufe, and
are not to be negleéted. Hearing the Word is to be attended on
as the proper Means of Inftruction and Knowledge ; and Men
are to feek after and embrace the Truth, that they may always

have within their Breafts proper Principles and Motives of
A&ion. Pofitive Inflitutions aie alfo appuinted, and ought

to be regarded as Means and Helps to a more excellent End,
even to {ubferve the Intereft, and promote the Spirit and Pra-
¢tice of fubflantial Godlinefs ; but they are {o far from con-
taining the Whole, or principal Part of Religion and Piety,
.that they have neither the Subftance, nor deferve the Name of
Religion, when they are refted in, and not made conducive to
higher and more valuable Purpofes. And indeed there cannot
be a Miftake of a more dangerous Confequence, than in ma-
king ferious Piety to confift merely in {uch kind of Obfervan-
ces as thefe ; which, when they don’t purify the Heart, and
difpofe Men for all the good Works of Chriftian Obedience,
have not one fingle Circumftance to recommend them, and
can be of no Advantage to thofe who engage in them; yea,
which have in them the very Narture of Sin, as they are cer-

B Ver, 22. } Chap. 11, 14, X Ver, 24.

tain



16 Benevolence and Integrity

tain Proofs of Infincerity and Hypocrify, and are declared to
be the Averfion and Abhorrence of God.

"T1s for this Reafon that we find but very little faid about
pofitive Infliturions in the New Teftament, which are but
few in Number, and plain in their Nature, as appointed by
our Saviour; that Men might not be led to be over folicitous
and zealous about them, nor to lay too great a Strefs and De-
pendance on them; but might learn to apply themfelves to,
and exercife themfelves in thofe nobler Duties, and Inftances
of more fubftantial Godlinefs, which are of immutable and
eternal Obligation; in which confifts that Worfhip in Spirit
and Truth which the Father feeks, and which are therefore
frequently and exprelly recommended and commanded.

Purity of Heart?, hungring and chirfting after Righteouf-
nefs ", and the Exercife of Mercy, was the Religion recom-
mended.by our Lord himfelf; and that Perfection which he
injoins as the beft Imitation of his heavenly Father®, is the
Perfection of Love and Goodnefs ; the Love of our Enemies,

the Bleiling them that curfe us, and the doing Good to them
that hate us®. The Religion taughe by his Apoftles was of
the fame excellent and friendly Nature. They that are Chriff’s
have cructfied the Flefb, anith the Affeltions and Lufis®; and
the Fruit of the Spirst 1s Love and Goodnefs as well as Faith 9,
In Chbrift Yefus nesther Circumcifion availeth any Thing, nor
Uncircumetfion, but Faith which worketh by Love™; and the
very End of the Chrifiran Gommandment is Charity out of a pure
Heart, and of a good Confcience . 'The peculiar Habit, and
diftinguithing Ornament of Chriftians, thofe boly, beloved, and’
eleét of God, are Bowels of Mercies, Kindnefs, Meeknefs, Long-
fuffering, and Forgivenefs*; and whatever they forget, they
{hould always remember fo communicate, and to do good, be-
caufe with fuch Sacrifices God 15 well plzafed*.  So that if Re-

‘ligion be confidered as the fpecial Appointment of God, Inte-
ority 2nd Benevolence muft be allowed to.be eflential Branches
of i,

' Mat, v, 8. " Ver. 6. " Ver. 48, ° Ver. 44. P Gal. v. 24,
“Ver,22, "Chap.v.6, f1Tim,i5. *Col. iii, 12, *Heb, xiii. 10,

6. And
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6. And finally, if we confider it as the Preparation for, and
attended with the Promife of a peculiar Reward from God in
a future State, Goodnefs in Difpofition, and Pradice, joined
with uncorrupted Morals, and an unblemithed Probity of Be-
haviour, will neceffarily be included in the Notion and Ac-
count of 1t, and be indeed the grand, conftituent and effential
Parts of it.  The infinite Bleflednefs of God himfelf is found-
ed upon the ablolute Rectitude of his Nature, and his perfet
Freedom from all moral Evil. Was it poffible for him to be
{ubject to thofe finful Diforders and Infirmities that more or
lefs infect all Mankind, he would in proportion be fubjet to
their AfHliGions and Miferies alfo. But as he is not capable of
any of thofe difordered impotent AffeCtions and Paffions, to
which our Vices and Calamities are peculiarly owing, ’tis im-
poffible his Happine(s can ever be interrupted or difturbed, or
that he can know by Experience a Moment’s Uneafinefs and
Diftrefs. As his A¢tions are all direCted by everlafting Righte-
oufnefs and Truth, he can’t but view them with the moft in-

tire Approbation and Complacency. As the Benevolence of
his Nature is an incorruptible Principle, as the Objects of his
Care are innumerable, as the Effeés of his Goodnefs are bound-
lefs, and large as the Number of his Creatures, and the infi-
nite Variety of their Wants; what muft be the Satisfaction

arifing in the eternal Mind, from the Contemplation of "all
thofe infinitely various Capacities for Happinefs which he

himfelf hath formed, and thofe liberal and never-failing Com-
munications, by which he continues to {upply and gratify
them? And in Proportion as any of his reafonable Creatures
are poflefled of the like Rectitude and Perfection of Mind,
.cultivate the fame Benevolence of Difpofition, and eémploy
themfelves in correfpondent Adts of Goodnefs and Mercy, {o
far their Happinefs muft necefarily be of the fame Kind, and
built upon the fame Foundation with the Happinefs of God

himfelf: They have the unalterable Difpofition for Blefled-
nefs, and in whatever World they dwell, they will, they muft,
be fatisfied from themfelves. | N

And in whatfoever the peculiar Bleflednefs promifed in the
Gofpel confifts, ’tis affured, and even confingd to the Perfons

C whole
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whofe Charadters I have been deferibing, Bleffed are the Pure
in Heart, for they fball fee God ; bleffed are the Merciful, for
they fhall obtarn Mercy. And when our blefled Lord is defcri-
bing.the Procefs of the final Judgment, and the Reafons of
thofe. Rewards and Punithments which thall be refpe@ively
diftributed at that great Day, he tellsus: Then fhall the Kiny
Jay untoithem on his right Hand, Come ye Bleffed of my Father,
inberit the Kingdom prepared for you from the Foundation of the
Werld: For I was bungry, and ye gave me Meat; I was thir-
My, and ye gave me Drink ;5 I was a Stranger, and ye took me
in; naked, and ye clothed me 5 I was fick, and ye wifited me;
I was in Prifon, and ye came unto me. - For in as much as ye
bave.done it unto one of .the leaft of ithefe my Brethren, ye bave
dome 3t unto me, So that for you who pafs through the World
untainted, and unfubdued with the Lufts of it, and delightin
Goodnefs, and thew your: Love to the Son of God, by your
chearful Liberality to his Followers and Friends, for you is
this heavenly Kingdom prepared, and the Saviour himfelf
4hall adjudge to you the Rewards of it, ,'

Atter the -many Charities in which moft of you have been
engaged, and to which many of you have liberally contribu-
ted, 1t might have been thought an improbable Undertaking
t0:have attempted another intirely new. But Chriftian Bene-
volence; ‘'when joined with a Capacity to do Good, knows no
end. of its Bounty, never ceafes to exert it {elf in Aéts of Kind-
nefs, whillt there are Objelts to need and deferve its Afiiftance.
You engaged as readily as you were afked, and when the de-
ftitute Widows and Orphans of the Minifters of Chrift were
named to you, for your Compafiion, you chearfully refolved
to vifit them in their AffliGion, and became a Society fo
their Succour and Relief. - |

The Friendfhip of good Men I ever efteemed an Honour
and Happinefs; and the Opportunity Providence gave me of
employing that Share of Intereft I' had in them, for the
carrying-on fo-noble and excellent -a Charity, ‘as-this of reliev-
ing the Widows of your Minifters,- and putting their helplefs
Children to-fuch- Employments as may procure 'them a com-
fortable- Afiftance, I fhall always reflect on with the fincereft

Pleafure,
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Pleafure, and Gratitude to Almighty God ; and (hall ever think
my felf under peculiar Obligations to you, who volentarily
became Parties in this Aftair on the firft Propofal, and by your
Bounty in contributing to it, and Steadinefs and great Pru-
dence in the Management of it, have given me the defireable
Profpect, that it fhall not barely live, but even flourith and
profper too.

This Charity many of you have already engaged in, and to
which I beg all your Affiftance, is of fuch a Nature, as {peaks.
and pleads powerfully for it felf; ’tis to vifit Orphans and Wi-
dows in their AffliGions; Widows in fuch Circumftances as
to be deprived of the common Methods of procuring a Sub-
fitance for themfelves, or a Maintenance for their Children..
Orphans, quite deftitute of all worldly Provifion, and who
have generally few Friends to help or pity them, though they
have as generally paternal Merit to recommend them, and
thould not be wholly overlooked, out of regard to-their Fa-
ther’s Piety and Ufefulnefs,

For ’tis in behalf of the Orphans and Widows of the-Mini=
fters-of our Lord Jefus that I ftand -here as an Interceflor;.
Men, who contented themfelves with Poverty that they
might fill others with the anfearchable Riches of Chrift ; and
chofe Ufefulnefs with a good Confcience and a due Regard to.
Liberty, rather than any worldly Advartages with the Want of-
either ; Men, whom God made inftrumental to beget others
to Salvation and Happinefs through the Gofpel, living them-
felves in many Neceflities, and leaving their Widows and.
Children, after Death, wholly deftitute and unprovided..
Send not away therefore the Widows of fuch Men empty, nor
defpife the Cry of their fatherlefs Children.

The Charity it felf is built upon the moft extenfive and ge-
nerous Foundation: "T'was never begun with a Party Spirit, and
I truft in God, will never be managed wich Partialicy. The-
Widows and Children of the Minifters of all our Denomina-
tions, without Exception, are entitled to Affiftance; and the
Preference that will be made will be only of fuch whofe Ne-
ceffities are moft prefling, and firft deferve Compafiion and
Regard, The View of the Charity reaches to Futurity, an%

2 !
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if God 1s pleafed to encourage-the Defign, and ftirs up your
Hearts to lend your Affiftance towards the carrying it on, the
Supply that is minifler’d will be annual,

If therefere there be any Confolation in Chrift, if any Com-
fort of Love, if any Fellowthip of the Spirit, if any Bowels
and Mercies, encourage this my Hope, and fulfil my Joy.
Forgive me, that I thus befeech you to be Imicators of that
God, whofe affeGing Charaller it is, that he isa Father to the
Fatherlefs, and an Hufband to the Widow. Bear with me,
that I exhort you with Earneftnefs and Love, thus to copy af-
ter the Example of the Beft of Beings, and to help thofe deftie
tute and forfaken Objefts whom God himfelf points out as
peculiarly Worthy your Compafiion and Affiftance. Thanks
be to God for what hath been already done, and. may the
Blefling of Heaven reward you feven fold, for your Labour
of Love, and the generous Proofs of your kind Affection to-
wards them. | And let every one, who goes from hence, lend
his Affiftance, according to his Ability, to a Service {o necef-
fary in ic felf, and fo acceptable to God ; that as pure and un-
defiled Religion confifts in vifiting the Fatherlefs and Widows
in their AfHliction, fo you may be able to fay with the fame
Sincerity and Pleafure as oo did; The Bleffing of him that
was ready to perifb came upon me, and I caufed the Widows

Heart to fing for foy.

F I NI S



