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ChnarLes A. Crinton, Esq. @

My Dear Str—I now present you with this volume of your
father’s writings, containing, also, a bricf Memoir of bim, and a
short sketch of the Fasiny or Cuisron. Iregret that [ have not
the time and the talent to prepare such a life of De WirT CrLix-
TON as 1s required, and which is duc to his great abilities and
distinguished public services. There are many reasons why such
a work would be to me a labor of love. During the long public
careers of GEorGe CLinTox and of De Wit Crinton, my grand-
father and my father were their unwavering personal and poli-
tical friends. The active agency of Gov. Grorce CrixToN was
greatly instrumental in procuring the release of my grandmother
and her children from Indian eaptivity during the war of the
revolution. It is a source of gratification to me, that we, of the
third generation, have for many years been on terms of per=onal
friendship. The lives of Gronrce aud D Wittt CLisTtox are
yet to be written.  The band of time has already removed much
of the rugged surface formed by the party politics of their day.
The foundation is ready, and the materials are at hand, and the

pen of the faithful and impartial biographer will yet rear noble

monuments to their memory.

[ am, very truly, your friend,

WILLIAM W. CAMPBELL.
New York, March 30, 1549.



New Yorxk, March 31, 1849.
My DEear Sir—

I cheerfully consent to the publication of the writings of my
father, contained in the present volume. It is probable that the
public may feel sufficient interest in them to justify the issue of
other volumes—in which event I will furnish all the facilities in
my power. [ think it preferable to supply the materials for his
biography, to undertaking the work myself, as I might be liable
to the imputation of partiality; and when the tics of consan-
guinity are-so very close, the charge would generally scem to be
justified.

In our last conversation, you made several inquiries, which T
now answer as concisely as possible. In reference to the papers
of my relative, Gov. Grorce Crinrtox, I will merely observe that
it was my father’s intention to have written his biography, but
he was unable to procure the materials for the purpose, as the
legal representative of his uncle considered them too valuable
to be parted with. This is to be regretted, 23 Gov. Georgr
CrintoN was not only a prominent soldier +f:ving the Revolu-
tionary War, hut oceupied distinguished offices m civil life for
many years. Ilis papers, I understand, are voluminous, but have
never been accessible to my father or myself,

There have been several biographical sketehes of my father,
but only two that have any pretension to the character of a bio-

graphy. One, an elaborate and well-written Memoir by that
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eminent physician, Dr. David Hosack, and a small volume writ-
ten by my fricnd, Professor Renwick, of Columbia College, for
the use of the Common Schools of this State. The latter is
necessarily very brief and imperfect, but as far as it goes is cred-
itable to the author.

You ask which is the best portraiture of my father ? There
have been several. One by Col. Trumbull ; a full length, by
Catlin; one by Jarvis; and others by distinguished artists, [
must not omit to mention an admirable miniature by Rogers,
which was painted several years before big death.  His friends,
however, have adopted Ingham’s portrait as the most faithful.
It is ccrtainly a very strong resemblanee, although the expres-
sion is somewhat stern.  The original is in the possession of Mr.
Philip Hone, of this eity. There have been three copies of it—
one by Mr. Ingham, and two by that accomplished artist, the
late Mr. Henry Inman.  There have been several busts, one of
which is in the Governor’s Room 1n the City Hall, an admi-
rable work of art, but an imperfeet resemblance.  One has re-
cently been made for a gentleman of this city by Launitz &
Frazce; but the best is probably by Coffee. The original me-
dallion was engraved for Dr. Hosack’s Memoir. There was,

also, a cast taken during his lifs by Browerre, at least one copy

of which remains.
The Address before the Alumni of Columbia College, contained

in this volume, is now printed for the first time. You will ob-
serve by the manuscript that it is written currente calamo, and
was not ¢;en transeribed. It 13 a rough draft without revizion
or emendation. I had some doubts in reference to the pub-
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lication of the Canal Journal; but upon the whole thought it
sufficiently curious to justify me in giving it to the public. It
is written in the carcless and familiar wanner which usually
characicrizes a diary. 1t is curious, as presenting a picture of
Western New York, in 1§10; and will probably be interesting
to the inhabitants of the particular localities deseribed. The
contrast between the almost western wilderncss of New York in
1810, and the western garden of New York in 1849, i3 a strik-
ing commentary on the utility of the system of Internal Improve-
ments, which this State has so successfully adopted. Probably
there 1s no district of country in the whole United States which
presents so pleasing a picture of prosperity and happiness, ac-
complished by the sagacity of the few and the cnterprise and
intelligence of the whole community.

Having thus briefly responde to all your inquiries, 1 cannot

conclude without assuring you of my esteem and friendship.

CHARLES A, CLINTON.

Wirriay W. CampBeELL, Esq.



Clintan.

SKETCH OF THE CLINTON FAMILY.

Cal. Charles Clinton.

Tsr name of Crinton has been prominent for the Jast
hundred years, both in the colonial and state history of
New-York. For nearly forty years of that period, indi-
viduals of that name have held the high and responsible
trust of governor, besides filling manv other oflices of a
military, legislative, and judicial character. The different
branches of the family were originally from Eneland.
The first of the name who was distinguished here was the
colonial governor, George Clinton, who was the voungest
son of I'rancis, sixth Earl of Lincoln. and who was gov-
ernor of the province of New York from 1743 to 1753.
le returned to England, and was afterwards appointed
governor of Greenwich Hospital.  He was the father of
Sir Henry Clinton, who was in command of the Fnglish
army during a part of the revolution.

William Clinton. the ancestor of De Witt Clinton, was
1
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an adherent to the cause of royalty in the civil wars of
England, and an officer in the army of Charles I.  After
the death of that monarch he went to the continent, where
he remained a long time in exile. lIle afterwards passed
over to Scotland, where he married a lady of the family
of IKennedy. Irom Scotland he removed to Ireland,
where he died, leaving one son. This son, James Clinton,
on arriving at manhood, made an unsuccessful eflort to
recover his patrimon:ial estates in ILingland. While in
England he married a Miss Smith, a daughter of a captain
in the army of Cromwell, and with his wife returned and
settled in lreland.

Cuarpes Crinrton, the son of this marriage, and the
arandfather of Dt Wrrt Crintoy, was born in the county
of Longfourd, in Ireland, in 1690. In 1729 he determined to
emigrate to America. Being a man of Influence, he pre-
vailed upon a large number ot his neighbors and friends
to remove with him. He sailed from Dublin mn a vessel
called the George =nd Anne, in May, 1729, and by a re-
ceipt preserved among his papers, it seems that he paid
for the passages of ninety-tour persons.

They were unfortunate in the selection of a vessel.
The captain was a violent and unprincipled villain.  They
were poorly supplied with stores, and the voyage proving
long, they suffered from disease and famine. A large
number of passengers died, including a son and daughter

of Mr. Clinton. ‘They were finally landed upon the coast
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of Massachusetts. The captain refused to go to New
York, or to Pennsylvania, though the latter was his ori-
ginal place of destination. Charles Clinton remained in
Massachusetts until 1731, when he removed to the pro-
vince of New York, and settled at a place called Little
Britain, in a region designated as the precincts of the
Highlands, afterwards a part of Ulster, and now a part of
Orange county. Though within a few miles of the Hud-
son River, and within sixty or seventy miles of the city
of New York, the restdence of Mr. Clintonn was on the
{rontier of civilization. The virgin wilderness was around
him. In the language of some ot the inhabitants of
Ulster county after this period, in a petition to the Colonial
Legislature asking for protection, they say that they are
bounded on the west bv the desert—a desert where, in.
stead of the roaming Arab, the wild .ndian erected his
cabin, and “made his home and his grove.”  The inhabit-

ants of that district were compelled to fortify their houses

4

in order to guard against inroads of toe savages. In the
subsequent Indian and Irench wars Charles Clinton took
an active and eflicient part. In "758 we find him in
command of a reziment of provinc'al troops, stationed in
the valley of the Mohawk, and 'n the summer of that
vear he joined the main army urder General Bradstreet,
on his way to Canada, and was present with him at the

capture of Fort IYrontenae. Ce.onel Charles Clinton was

a good mathematical scholas, and frequently acted as
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surveyor of lands; an >mployment of considerable import-
ance and emolument in a new countrv. He was also a
judge of the court of Common Pleas of Ulster county.
He sustained a pure and elevated character, was neat in
his person and dignified in his manners, and exerted a
ereat influence in the district of country where he lived.

In a letter to his son James, who wus in the arimny, dated
June, 1759, he says: “ My advice to you is, to be diligent
in your duty to God, your king and country, and avoid
bad company as much as in your proviuce lies; forbear
learning habits of vice, for they grow too easily upon men
in a public station, and are not easily broke off. Profane
habits make men contemptible and mean. 'That God
may grant vou grace to live in his fear, and to discharge
vour duty with a good conscience, is the sincere desire of
vour affectionate father, Charles Clinton.”” Among his
papers, carefully preserved and written upon parchment, is
the following certificate. It was his Christian passport,
which he carried with him when be embarked for the New
World

“ Whereas the bearer, Mr. Charles Clinton, and his wife
Elizabeth, lived within the bounds of this Protestant dissenting
congregation from their infancy, and now desizn for Aumeriea
this is to certify, that all along they bebaved themselves soberly
and inoffensively, and are fit to be received into any Christian
congregation where Providenes may cast their lot.  Also, that
said Charles Clinton was a member of our session, and discharged
the office of ruling clder very uscceptally 3 this, with advice of

session, given at Corbay, in the county of Longford, Ireland.
‘““Josern Boxp, Mipister.”
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I need scarcely add that Charles Clinton took an active
part in the promotion of the cause of religion and good
morals. 1le sometimes also courted the muses, and in the
Commonplace-Book of De Witt Clinton, the following

lines were preserved :

LINES
Written by my grandfather Cusnnes Cristos, and spoken over the

grave of a dear departed sister, who had often nursed and taken
carcof him in his younger days.

“ Oh canst thou know, thou dear departed <hade,
The mlght\ corrows that my soul invade :
Whilst o'er thy mouldering frame I mourning stand,
And view ll.v griave far from thy native land ?
With thee my tender years were carly trained,
Oft have thy friendly rms my weight mlnt.urml
And when with childish fears or pains nppn.m-ed
You with soft music lull’d my soul to rest.”

He concludes his last Will, mmade in 1771, and a short
time belfore his decease, with the following directions :

“ It 1s my will I be buried in the grave-vard on my own
tarm, beside my daughter Catharine; and it is my will,
the said grave-yard be made four rods square, and open
free road to it at all times when 1t shall be necessary ; and
I nominate and appoint my said three sons, Charles,
James, and George, executors of this my last will, to see
the same executed accordingly ; and I order that my said
executors procure a suitable stone to lay over my grave.
whereon [ would have the time of my death, my age, and
coat of arms cut. I hope they will indulge me in this last

piece of vanity.”
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He died on the 19th of November, 1773. at his own
residence, in the 83d year of his age, and in the full view
of that revolution in which his sons were to act such dis-
tinguished parts. In his last moments he conjureii them
to stand by the hberties of America.

His wife, Elizabeth Denniston, to whom he was married
in Ireland, was an accemplished and intelligent woman.
She appears to have been well acquainted with the mih-
tary operations of the times, and to have shared largely in
the patriotic ardor of her husband and her sons. She died
at the residence of her son James, on the 25th of Decem-
ber, 1779, in the 75th year of her age.

They left four sous: Alexander, Charles, James, and
George. The two former were physicians of considerable
eminence. Charles was a surgeon in the British navy at
the capture of the Havana. George Clinton was the
voungest son : he was a soldier and a statesman. e was
engaged in the French war and in the Revolution ; he was
a member of the Provincial Assembly just before the Re-
volution, and in that body was a fearless advocate of his
country’s hiberty. lle was the first governor of the State
of New York, and for twenty-oue years was continued in
that high and responsible office, and exerted, perhaps, a
larger influence than any other man over the then future
destinies of the Limpire State. lle closed his eventful fife

while filling the chair of Vice-President of the United
States.
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Jasmex Crintoy, the third son, and the father of De Wiy
Clhinton, was born on the 9th of August, 1736, at the family
residence in Little Britain, It has truly been said of him,
that he was a warrior from his youth upward.  Born upon
the frontiers, with a hardy and vigorous constitution, and
accustomed to alarms and Indian incursions, he became in
-early life attached to the profession of arms.  As early as
1757, he received an ensign’s comiission, and in the fol-
lowing vear he was commissioned first licutenant by James
Delmlcp}*, ]icummmt-g:n‘erlmr of the then prm'ince of
New York, and empowered to enlist troops; and in 1759,
being then twentyv-three vears of age, he attained the rank
of captain in the provincial army. In 1758, a considerable
army, under General Bradstreet, passed up the Mohawk
vallev, and thence to Lake Ontario, and by o well-directed
attack, captured Fort Frontenace trom the French. Colonel
Charles Clinton was at this tune in command of Fort
Herkimer, near the German IMlats, in the Mohawk valley :
and ns before mentioned, jomed General Bradstreet with
his reciment. James Clinton was also in this expedition.
and commanded a company; his brother George being

lieutenant, At the attack upon ort Fronteaae, he ex-
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hibited an intrepidity of character which gained him great
credit. He and his brother were instrumental in cap-
turing one of the I'rench vessels. The capture of this fort
was one of the brilliant exploits of the I'rench war.
Colonel Charles Clinton states in his journal, that * the
destruction of this place (meaning Fort Frontenac,) and
of the shipping, artillery, and stores, is one of the greatest
blows the IFrench have met with in America, considering
the consequences of it, as it was the store out of which all
the forts to the southward were supplied ; and the shipping
destroyed there, they employed in that service.” The
expedition was conducted with secrecy, and the Irench:
were taken unprepared. The fort contained but a small
garrison, and was carried the second day after the com-
mencement of the siegze.  Similar expeditions were com-
mon in that war. Armies plunged into the wilderness
and forced their way up streains and over morasses with
preat labor and difliculty. The province of New York
was the principal battle-ground. IFortresses were erected
on the whole then northern frontier, extending from Lake
George through the valley of the Mohawk, and along the
shores of Lakz Ontario to the vicinity of the great cata.
ract itself. The Englishman and the Anglo-American
foucht side by side agamst France and her dependencies,
and 1t seemed at times as if the fate of nations three thou.

sand miles removed was to be decided by the hot con-
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tests of their armies amid the green forests of this western
world.

From 1758 to 1763, James Clinton’ continued in the
provincial army ; now stationed upon the frontier posts,
engaged in the border skirmishes, and now enlisting new
recruits under orders from the colonijal TOVErnors, Sir
Charles Handy, James Delancey, and Cadwallader Colden.
In the latter year, 1763, he raised and commanded a corps
of two hundred men, who were designated as guards of
the frontier. 1le continued in the army uatil the close of
the LI'rench war, and scems to have enjoved, in a large
degree, the confidence of the government and ot his fellow
soldiers.

After the close of the war he retired to his farm at Lit-
tle Britain, and wmarried Mary De Witt, a daughter of
Kgbert De Witt, a voung lady of great respectability,
whose ancestors were from Holland.,  He had four sons
by this marrinee ; Alexander, who was private secretary
to his unele George ; Charles, who was a lawver in Orange
county; De Witt, the third son. born in March, 17469
and George, who was also a lawyer and a member of
Congress—all of whomn are now deceased.

James Clinton, however, in time of peace, could not en-
tively forget the military hite.  He entered with zeal into
the muliti organization, and was a licutenant :olonel of
regiment in Orange county. At the commencement of

the Revolutionary War he entered warmly into the conti-
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nental service. His brother George had been for many
vears a representative in the Colonial Assembly from his
native county, and had from the first advocated his coun-
try’s cause with that fearlessness and eunergy of character
for which he was distinguished.

The two brothers were not unmindful of the dying in-
junctions of their father, and, hand in hand, at the first
moment of outbreak, they entered the arena and joined
their pledges of faith and support to the colomal cause.

In 1775, James Clinton was appointed colonel of the
third regiment o° New York troops, raised by the order
of the Continental Congress; and in 1776, he was promo-
ted to the rank of brigadier-general. In the summer of
this vear he was employed in the expedition against Cana-
da, under Gei. Montgomery, and was before the walls of
Quebec at the time of the fall of that brave and gallan:
general. In the summer of 1777, thut gloomy period
when almost the whole force of the British armies in
America was concentrated upon the State of New York,
Gen. Clinton was stationed at IFort Montgomery, upon
the Mudson River, and together with his brother the go-
vernor, made a firm though unsuccessful resistance to the
advance of the enemy, under Sir Henry Clinton.

During the greater part of 1778, Gen. Clinton was sta-
tioned at West Point, and for a portion of that year was
engaged in throwing a chain across the Hudson to pre-

vent the ascent of the river by the enemy’s ships. The
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summer of that year has been rendered memorable upon
the then frontiers, by reason of the massacres of Wyoming
and Cherry Valley, under armies of Indians and Tories,
led on by the Butlers and Brant. On the 16th of Novems.
ber, 1778, and just after the massacre at Cherry Valley,
which occurred on the 11th of that month, Gen. Wash-
ington wrote to Gen. Hand, acknowledging the receipt of
his letter containing the information of the destruction of
that place, and adds, “It is in the highest degrec distress-
Ing to have our frontiers so continually harrassed by this
coliection of banditti under Brant and Butler.” 1e then
inquires whether offensive operations could not be carried
on against them at that season of the vear, and if not then.
when and how. This letter was probably referred to
Gen. Clinton, as it has been preserved among his papers :
and it contains the first intimation which I have secen of
that expedition against the Six Nations in the following
year, known as Sullivan's expedition, in which Gen. Clin-
ton was called to act a distinguished part.

It was determined to “carry the war into Africa.” In
other words, it was resolved to overrun the whole Indian
country, and thus, if possible, put an end to the constant
and harassing inroads of the enemy upon the frontier
settiements.  I'or this purpose extensive preparations
were made, and after some difficulty in obtaining a com-
mander, the expedition was intrusted to Gen. Sullivan. It

was decided that the army should move early in the Spring
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of 1770, Gen. Sullivan was to cross to laston, in Penn-
sylvania, and into the valley of the Susquehanng, while
Gen. Clinton was to pass up the Mohawk Valley, and
either unite with Sullivan in the Indian country, or elso
cross over from the Mohawk River to Lako Otsepro, and
procecd thence down the eastern branch of the Susque-
hanna.  The latter vouto was finally determined upon,
though Gen. Washington preferred the former, as did Gen,
Chinton.  The Iatter gave as his reasons that the anny
could move up the Mohawk Valley and enter the fudian
ountry with more case and less delay, and that o move-
ment in that dircetion wonld bo move decisive and fatal
to the Indinus,  'The whols expedition was, however,
under the control of Gen. Sullivan, who prelerved  the
other route, and it was adopted.

On the 1st of June, 1779, Gen, Clinton's detachiment,
consisting of about two thousand troops, moved from
Albany and proceeded up the Mohawk Valley as far as
Canajoharie. Here they pitched thewr ciump, and  with
ereat labor carvied over their hoats and stores to the head
of Liake Otsego—a distance of nearly twenty miles.

On the Ist of July, Gen, Clinton broke up hiz camp at
Canajoharie, and crossed over to Lauke Otsewro, where his
boats and storves had previously been earnied, and, Tasunch-
11147 s hoats, passed  down to the outlet, and agnin en-
camped upon the spot where now iy built the beautiful

village of Cooperstown, the Templeton of the Pioneers.
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T'wo hundred and eight battenux, and a large amount of
provisions and mihtary stores, had been earrted neross trow
the Mohawk River.  Here, under date of 13th of July.
Gen. Chuton wiites to Mrs, Clinton, saying that she pro-
bablv expects that the army 1% in the midst of the Indian
country, but that he is still waiting orders to move ; that
he s imnpatient for them, but that his situation 15 by no
means unpleasant; that he can cateh perch in the lake
nnd trout i the streams, and hunt the deer upon the
INOUITALNS,

On the 22d of Aucust, this division arrived at Thoga,
nnd joined the main army under Gen. Sullivan,

(n the 26th of August, the whole army moved fron
Thoga up the river of that name, aud on the 20th fell m
with the encmy at Newtown,  Here nspinited engagement
took place, in which the enemy was routed. When it was
first announced that an army was marching imto  thew
country, the Indians Taughed at their supposed tolly, be-
heving at hmpossible for a reculne anny to traverse the
wilderness and drive them {Fom their fastnesses.

On the Fith ol September the army arrived at the Ge-
nesee biver, and the vich alluvial bottom lands which
pow constitute the garden of tns State had even then
been extensively cultivated by the Indians. Searcely a
tree wiad 1o be seen over the whole extent. Modern en
riosity and enterprise had not then rendered famthar the

mighity vallevs and prairies of the West, and ollicers and
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soldiers gazed alike with surprise and admiration upon the
rich prospect before them. The army, as it emerged from
the woods, and as company after company filed oft and
formed upon the plain, presented an animating and impos-
ing spectacle.

The whole country of the Onondagas, the Cayugas, and
Senecas was overrun by this expedition.

in the early part of 1780, the year following the expedi-
tion against the Six Nations, Gea. Clinton was stationed
upon the Hudson River. In October of that year, and
after the discovery of the treason of Arnold, Gen. Wash-
ington wrote to Gen. Clinton, then at West Point, as fol-
lows: “As it is necessary there should be an officer in
whom the State has confidence, to take the general direc-
tion of aflairs at Albany and on the frontier, I have fixed
upon you for this purpose, and request you will proceed
to Albany without delay, and assume the command. You
will be particularly attentive to the post at Fort Schuyler.
and do evervthing in your power to have it supplied with
a good stock of provisions ahd stores, and you will take
every other precaution the means at your command will
permit for the security of the frontier, giving the most
early advice of any incursions of the enemy.”

Gen. Clinton repaired to Albany, and took the direction
of affairs in the northern department, according to the in-
structions of the Commander-in-chief.  That post had

been one of great responsibility during the whole of the
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war, and at the time of Gen. Clinton's appointment it had
not lost its importance.

He continued at Albany until August, 1781, when he
embarked the troops immediately under his command, for
the purpose of joining the Commander-in-chief, aud was
succeeded in the command ol the northern army by Gen.
Stark.

[n the winter or spring of 1782 sor.» |GG LS were
made by the Continental Congress, by which a junior offi-
cer took precedence over Gen. Clinton.  The veteran
soldier could not brook what he decmed a great injury.
IHe solicited and obtained leave to withdraw from the
active duties of the camp. In a letter dated April 10th.
1782, Gen. Clinton says:

“At an early pertod of the war | entered into the ser-
vice of my country, and I have continued in it during all
the vicissitudes of fortune, and am conscious that I have
exerted my best endeavor to serve it with fidelity. 1 have
never sought emolument or promotion; and as the difler-
ent comnmands 1 have held were unsolicited, I mizht have
reasonably expected, it my services were no longer want-
ed, to have been indulged at least with a decent dismis-
sion.”

e did not retire from the army entirely, but joined
again the Commander-in-chief, and was present at the
evacuation of New York, where he took leave of Gen.

Washington, and retired to his farm at Little Britam.
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The war was happily terminated, and peace again reigned
along the borders.

Gen. James Clinton was afterwards called to fill several
important stations. ke was a member of the Convention
called to ratify the Constitution of the United States, he
was clected a member of the State Senate, a member of
the Conventicn to revise the Constitution of New York,
and was appointed a Commissioner to run the boundary
line between New York and Pennsylvania.

With the exceptions above mentioned, the residue of
Gen. Clinton’s life, after the war, was spent in peaceful
retirement upon his estate at Little Britain.

tHe died at his residence in 1812, just at the commence-
ment of another war. He had seen his country under all
the vicissitudes of good and evil fortune.

The pen of his illustrious son has recorded his ¢pitaph,
and thus beautifully sums up his character:

« His life was principally devoted to the military vervice
of his country, and he had filled, with fidelity and honor,
several distinguished civil offices.

“ e was an officer in the revolutionary war and the
war preceding, and at the close of the former was a ma-
jor-ceneral in the army of the United States. MHe was a
good man and a sincere patriot : performing in the most
exempdary manner all the duties of life, and he died as he

had lived, without fear and without reproach.”



Dr Wit Clintan.

De Wrirr CLintoxy, the third son of Gen. James Clinton,
was born on the 2d of March, 1769, at the family resi-
dence, in Little Britain, in the county of Orange. His
early education was conducted at the grammar-school of
his native town, and he was afterwards sent to the acade-
my at Kingston. ILducation was almost lost sight of dur-
ing the revolutionary war, and at that period the academy
at Kingston was the only seminary in the State; here,
all the young men desirous of a classical education resort-
ed. In the spring of 1784, he entered the junior class of
Columbia College ; his address to the alumni of that in-
stitution, which will be found in this volume, and which
was his last literary eflort, contains a graphie description
of the college edifice s it appear~d at the close of the war.
with sketches of its early professors, and an account of his
own introduction as the first student after its revival—when
the name of King’s College was discarded, and that of Co-
[umbia substituted. While in college, he commenced that
practice of reading with his pen in his hand, which he
continued down to the close of his life. During his first

collegiate year, his common-place book shows that he read

111
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and made extracts from nearly one hundred different
works. He was graduated in 1786, at the head of his
class, and soon after commenced the study of the law
with Samuel Jones, then an eminent lawyer in the city
of New York. He was pursuing his legal studies when
the Convention assembled, which gave to us as a rule, and
to the world as a model, the Constitution of the United
States.

The publications of the members of that Convention,
1n favor of the Constitution, did not escape the attention
of the young student.

The first Constitution of the State of New York ema-
nated from a Convention which sat a portion of the time
with arms in their hands; and, driven from place to place
during a dark and stormy period of the revolution, closed
its labors in the spring of 1777, at Kingston, in the couaty
of Ulster. On the 17th day of June, 1788, another Con-
vention assembled at Poughkeepsie, in the county of
Duchess, for the purpose of considering and ratifving the
Constitution of the United States. This Convention em-
braced almost all the distinguished men of the State, and
the mention of whose names can hardly fail to awaken
emoticns of pride in the bosom of every New Yorker.
From the city of New York, the delegates were John Jay,
Alexander Hamilton, Robert R. Livingston, Richard Mor-
ris, and James Duane; and they were all in favor of the
adopticn of the Constitution. Irom Albany, Col. Peter
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Gansevoort, John Lansing, Jr., Robert Yates, and others.
with Melancthon Smith from the county of Duchess, Gen.
James Clinton from Grange, and Gov. George Clinton
from Ulster, were opposed to an unconditional adoption :
and a majority of the members, when elected, entertained
similar views with the latter gentlemen. From the com-
mencement of the session of this Convention to its close,
during a period of six weeks, the debates were able, earn-
est, and instructive. Gov. Clinton was chosen to preside
over its deliberations.

Hamilton, Livingston, and Jay advocated the adoption.
of the Constitution with ardor and eloquence, and they
enriched their discourses with the learning of ancient and
modern times.

Though a considerable majority of the Convention wus
clected in opposition, and though Gov. Clinton was nuni-
bered with that majority, and to the last refused to yield
his assent, yet, when the vote was finally taken, a majority
of the Convention voted for the adoption of the Comnstitu-
tution: and New York, on the 26th day of July, 1788.
entered into the Union of the States. Among the numer-
ous citizens assembled at this most interesting and impor-
tant Convention, and who watched from day to day the
changing phases of thought and opinion, was De Witt
Clinton. lle was nineteen vears of age, and even then.
was commanding in person and dignified in manners. The

fate Chancellor Kent once stated to the writer that he
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met De Witt Clinton at that time: and he described his
appearance as he recollected it, on that first meeting of
two voung men, both of whom were destined to fill such
large spaces in the history of their native State. The
future Chancellor had just commenced the practice of the
law in the village of Poughkeepsie, in partnership with
Gilbert Livingston, who was a member of the Convention,
and whose political svmpathies were with the Clintons.
Mr. Kent was in favor of the Constitution, and was a
Federalist. In such titnes of politi. al excitement there
was not that close and confidential intercourse which
might otherwise have existed between two young and
highly gifted men. The visit paid by Mr. Clinton to Mcr.
lhent was formal, but courteous, and the venerable Chan-
cellor at the age of {our score spoke with animation of the
fine personal appearance of the youthful statesman; he
remarked that Mr. Clinton even then had a hauteur in his
manner, which whether arising from pride or from diffi-
dence he did not pretend to decide, and which in after life
was contrasted strongly with the character and bearing of
sonie of his political competitors.

De Witt Clinton was an active and observing attendant
upon the debntes of the Couvention, and he communica-
ted the substance of the speeches, and his own Imipres-
sions and opinions, to his political friends in the city of
New York, through the columns of a journal of that day.

He entered zealously into the views of his uncle and his
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father, and to the last opposed with them the unconditional
adoption of the Federal Constitution.  With them he gave
the Constitution his unqualified support when it was rati-
fied and became the supreme law of the land.

On the death of his brother Alexander, De Witt Clinton
about the year 1789 was appointed to succeed him as pri-
vate secretary to his uncle, Gov. George Clinton ; he held
this situation down to 1795, and during that period was
actively engaged in the political controversies of the tines.
In 1797 ho was elected to the Assembly, and in 1798 to
the Senate of the State: of hoth bodies he was an active
and eflicient member, and he took a leading part in the
political and legislative movements of New York. lle
was a member of the Council of Appointment, and differ-
ing with the chief magistrate upon the question whether
the sole power of nomination to oflice was vested by the
(Constitution in the Governor, or whether 1t was shared
also by the members of the Council, a convention was
called, and the construction contended for by Mr. Clinton
was adopted.  Of the wisdom ol that decision, it 1s said.
Mr. Clinton himself afterwards doubted; and in the sub-
sequent Constitution of 1822, the exclusive power of nomi-
nation was restored to the Governor,

In 1802, De Witt Clinton, then only thirty-three vears
of age, was clected to the Senate of the United States.
In the month of D¢bruarv, 1803, a debate arose 1 the

Senate on certain resolutions mtroduced by Mr. Ross, of
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Pennsylvania, which elicited the talent and the learning of
that body. These resolutions authorized the President to
take itnmediate possession of New Orleans, and empowered
him 1o call out thirty thousand militia to effect that object.
It was alledged that Spaiun had given, by treaty, to the citi-
zens of the United States the right to deposit their goods
at that place, and that she then interdicted it. In this de-
bate Mr. Clinton took a prominent part, and he depreca-
ted the passage of the resoiutions as leading to war, and
recommended that peaceable negotiations should be substi-
tuted. IHis speech on that occasion will be found in this
volume. It was during that debate that Governeur Mor-
ris, also in the Senate, from the State of New York, thus
spoke of Mr. Clinton: “1 will not pretend, like my honor-
able colleague, to describe to you the waste, the ravages,
and the horrors of war:; 1 have not the same harmonious
periods, nor the same musical tones; neither shall I boast
of Christian charity, nor attempt to display that ingenuous
glow of benevolence so decorous to the cheek of youth,
which gave a vivid tint to every sentence he uttered, and
was, if possible, as impressive even as his eloquence.”

In the summer of 1803, Iidward Livingston, then Mayor
of the city of New York, was appointed United States
District Attorney for the district of New York; and he
was succeeded in the Mavoralty by Mr. Clinton. The
office of Mayor, with the exception of one or two years.
Mr. Clinton continued to hold until 1815. The judiciaul
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powers at that period belonging to the office, and the large
emoluments which it brought to the incumbent, rendered
its possession desirable to the leading men of the State.
While holding this office, and especially during the war,
the charges of Mr. Clinton to the Grand Juries were able,
cloquent, and patriotic. Though on his appointment he
was obliged to resign his seat in the Senate of the United
States, yet he was elected to the Senate of New York,
and occupied a seat in that body for several years of his
Mayoralty, and during that period was the author and
advocate of laws covering alniost the entire range of State
legislation. During the sessions of 1809, 1810, and 1811,
“he introduced laws to prevent kidnapping or the further
introduction of slaves, and to punish those who should
treat them inhumanly ; for the support of the quarantine
establishiment ; for the encouragement of missionary socie-
ties ; for the timprovement of the public police ; for the pre-
vention and punishment of crime ; for perfecting the militia
systemn ; for premoting medical science, and for endowing

y

seminaries ol education.” It was in the summer of 1810
that he and his associates, the first Canal Commissioners,
examined the valley of the Mohawk and the western part
of the State for the purpose of learning the practicability
of constructing a canal from the Hudson to the lakes.
The valuable and interesting journal kept by Mr. Clinton
during that tour will be found in this volume, and is now

first griven to the public. It contains a picture of alarge and
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most important portion of the Empire State as presented
to the eye of a keen and minute observer forty years ago.

In 1811 Mr. Clinton was elected lieutenant-governor
of New York, and in the rollowing year was nominated
in oppesition to Mr. Madison to the station of President
of the United States. He was unsuccessful, receiving
eighty-nine electoral votes, while Mr. Madison received
one hundred and twenty-eight.

This event is said by his friends to have produced an
unhappy influence both upon his political and private for-
tunes. However this may be, he devoted himself with zeal
and success to literary pursuits; and he eontinued also to
press the subject of internal improvements with renewed
animation.

In December, 1811, he read before the New York
Historical Society his celebrated discourse on the Iro-
quois or Six INations of Indians, which is republished
in this volume. It may be remarked in this connection
that De Witt Clinton was one of the earliest and most
eflicient friends of that Society which now stands so pro-
mnint emong kindred institutions in our country. In
1814, he was requested by the Soclety to prepare a memo-
rial to the Legislature of New York for assistance, and
which was answered by the State in a liberal grant of
twelve thousand dollars. This memorial concludes as
1ollows: “We have done much and we are willing to do

more 1n order to preserve the history of the State from
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oblivion ; we are influenced by no other motive than that
of elevating the character and promoting the prosperity of
a community to which we are bound by every tie that is
deemed precious and sacred among men ; and let it not be
sald that the exigencies of the times and the pressure of a
foreign war render it inexpedient to apply the public
bounty to this object. The State is rich in funds, rich in
credit, and rich in resources, and she ought to be rich in
liberality and public spirit. (Genuine greatness never ap.-
pears 1n a more resplendent light or in a more sublime
attitude than in that buoyancy of character which rises
superior to danger and difficulty ; in that magnanimity of
soul which cultivates the arts and sciences amidst the
horrers of war, and in that comprehension of mind which
cherishes all the cardinal interests of a country without
being distracted or diverted by the most appalling con-
siderations.”

After the termination of the war the subject of a canal
from the Hudson to the lakes was pressed upon the at-
tention of the people and upon the consideration of the
Legislature by Mr. Clinton. In 1816 a large meeting of
many of the most influential citizens of' the ciiy of New
York was held in that city, and a memorial in favor of
the coustruction of the canal, drawn up by Mr. Clinton
with great ability, was submitted and adopted. Indeed.
his mind directed and his hand guided all its proceedings.
On the 15th,of April, 1817, the Bill was passed, commit-
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ting the State to the construction of the canals; and on

the 4th of July following the work was commenced.

The star of Mr. Clinton’s fortunes was aguin in the as-
cendant, and in the fall of 1817 he was elected Governor
of New York. In 1815 he had been removed by his po-
litical opponents from the office of Mayor of the city of
N=w York, and after the lapse of two years he was se-
lected by the Republicans as their first man, and almost
unanimously elected Governor of the Empire State. In
1820 Mr. Clinton was reélected Governor, and during this
and his previous term the prosecution of the works upon
the canals was pressed with vigor and success.

In 1822 a Convention was called to form a new Consti-
tution, and in that year Joseph C. Yates was clected Go-
vernor for the following two years. In 1824 Mr. Clinton
was again elected Governor, and was retained in that
high office to the period of his death. In his message of
Januu.y, 1826, he refers to his message of 1818 when he
congratulated the Legislature on the auspicious com-
mencement of the canals, and he now announces their
completion. In October, 1825, the work was completed,
and Mr. Clinton passed in triumph from Lake Lirie to the
Hudson, and in alluding to it he says: “'I'be auspicious
consummation of the canals naturally called forth uni-
versal expressions of joy, not from a spirit of ostentation
or vanity, but from a conviction that the moral impres-

sion would have a most felicitous efiect in keeping alive a
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noble spirit of improvement, in promoting other under-
takings, and in elevating the character of the State.”

On the Ist day of January, 1828, Gov. Clinton deliver-
ed his last message to the Legislature. He observes,
In 1ts commencement: “ Peace, plenty, and health have
presided over our land; war 1s a stranger; and famine
and the pestilence that walketh in darkness are never ex-
perienced ; instead of a scarcity, there is generally a su-
perabundance of subsistence, an excess of production.
The cordial anxiety of Henry IV, of I'rance, that every
peasant in his kingdom might have a fowl in his pot; and
the benevolent prayer of a sovereign of Great Britain, that
his poorest subject might have education suflicient to read
the Bible, were, at the times they were uttered, considered
chimeras of the imagination. In this fortunate land they
are realized, so far as they apply, in the fullest latitude,
and to the utmost extent; these distinguished dispensa-
tions of Divine Providence ought, indeed, to {ill our hearts
with gratitude, and our lives with devoticn to the Author
of every good and perfect gift.”

In this connection, it may be remarked that Gov. Clin-
ton was the first Governor who recominended to the people
of this State days of public thanksgiving, a custom which
has been happily continued.

And he concludes that last message with the following
beautiful and unpressive exhortation: “ We are inhabi-

tants of the same land, children of the same country, heirs
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of the same inheritance, connected by identity of interest,
similarity of language and comimunity of descent, by the
sympathies of religion, and by all the ligaments which
now bind man to man in the closest bonds of friendship
and alliance. Let us then eunter on the discharge of our
exalted and solemn duties by a course of conduct worthy
of ourselves and our country ; which will deserve the ap-
plause of our constituents, insure the approbation of our
own consciences, and call down the benediction of the
Supreme Ruler of the Universe.”

On the 11th day of February, 1828, De Witt Clinton
died suudenly. He had been in attendance during the
day in the Lixecutive chamber, had returned home and
written several letter:, and while in his study conversing
with two of his sons he complained of a stricture across
his breast, and almost immediately expired.

His death called forth the warmest feelings of regret
from all parts Hf the State, and of the United States; and
political friends and opponents united in expressions
of adwniration of his talents and great public services.
The people of New York might certainly, with great
cause, lament the death of hitn who had 1dentified hhnself
so closely with all the great interests of #he State.  Apart
from the system of internal improvements, there i1s scarce-
ly an institution of learning or henevolence in the State
that he did not advocate, as a private citizen or a ruler;

scarcely a movement or an enterprise for meliorating the
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condition of the unfortunate, or advancing the prosperity
of the State during his active life, that he did not support
with his utmost personal and official character.

IFew men had, however, more bitter political enemies
than Mr. Clinton ; and it would be worse than idle to
assert, that there was no cause for their animosity. He
had his faults of character, and he gave cause for opposi.-
tion. That opposition and that animosity were, in some
instances, carried to extremes, and recoiled upon the heads
of their authors and abettors. Such was that hostility
which removed Mr. Clinton from the office of Canal Com-
inissioner—when the people rose in their majesty, and
marked their displeasure by placing him in the chair of
state, by an overwhelming majority. When the resolu-
tion of the Senate directing the removal of Mr. Clinton
came into the Assembly, Mr. Cunningham, a member of
the latter body, in the course of a speech replete with
eloquence, observed: “ When the contemptible party
strifes of the present day shall have passed by, and the
political bargainers and jugglers who now hang round this
capital for subsistence shall be overwhelmed and forgotten

wher the gentle breeze shall

in their own insignificance
pass over the tomb of that great man, carrying with it the
just tribute of honor and praise, which is now withheld.
the pen of the future historian, in better days and in bet-
ter times, will do him justice, and erect to his memory a

proud monument of fume, as imperishable as the splendid
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worksd which owe their origin 1o his genius and perse-
verinee,

That better day has not yet arrived, though it is a
consolation to know that the materials for the pen of
the histerian are abundant. The mellowing hand of time
has ¢cven now soitened and removed most of the party and
political asperities of the times of De Witt Clinton. It
was his good fortune that his fame reated not upon the basis
of party success or political triumph. His success was in
the eflorts of talent, and genius, and persoverance in the
promotion of education, the diffusion of benevolence, and
the increase of wealth and prosperity. His triumph was
that of art over nature—in the creation of new channels
of trade, and in opening new fields of enterprise. Neither
his successes nor his triumphs were the results of party
ascendancy. In reference to the cause of internal im-
provements, Mr. Clinton was, doubtless, much favored by
an early acquaintance with the condition and prospects of
the central and western parts of the State. His grand.
father, his father, and his uncie.had all heen officers in the
Provincial army, and the two latter in the Continental
army, and from their position and employment, had ex-
tensive opportunities of becoming familiar with the na-
tural advantages possessed by the State for the construc-
tion of canals, and with the probable effect of such
improvements upon her trade and population. De Witt
Clinton did not claim to be the originator of these State
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works. But it was mainly owing to his energy and per-
soverance that the State ontered upon that great career
of prosperity. ln the language of one of his friends :—
“ In the great work of internal improvement he persevered
through good report and through evil report, with a stead-
iness of purpose that no obstacle could divert; and when
all the elements were in commotion around him, and even
his chosen associates were appalled, he alone, like Colum-
bus on the wide waste of waters, in his frail bark, with a
disheartened and unbelieving crew, remained firm, self-
poised and unshaken.”
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COLUMBIA COLLEGE.

ADDRESS TO THE ALUMNI, MAY, 1827.

Tue commune vinculum, as applied by the great orator
of Rome to the liberal arts and sciences, may be properly
extended to their votaries and cultivators, who, whenever
they appear and wherever they exist, are combined by
kindred ties and congenial pursuits, into one great intel-
lectual community, denominated the Republic of Letters.
If this alliance is cultivated with so much zeal und with
such distinguished honoi to iis members, <vith how much
ardor must its principles be cherished, on a more hmited
scale and with more concentrated power, by those disci-
ples of the same great seminary, who have derived their
intellectual aliment from a common parent, and who have
received their education from the same source ; all who are
assembled at this place, and on this occasion must feel the
full force and bow to the controlling ascendancy of this
sentiment ; and I know of no assemblage which is better
calculated to awaken the enthusiasm of our youthful days.
and to brighten the rays of our setting sun, than a conven-
tion of the members of three generations, constituted like
l
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the present, and called to'sadrifico under the protecting
roof of our Alma Mater, at the altar of science and literature.
to recal to our recollection the transporting scenes of our
Colleginte lives, and to realize and rencw thoso friendships
which were formed in youth, and will Iast as long as the
pulsations of the heart and the operations of memory.

In making my appearance before this cnlightoned and
respectable nudience, 1 might with great truth find ample
room for apology in suggesting the little timo which my
public avocations have left for suitable preparation, but |
shall rely on your kind consideration, and I trust that you
will judge of me by my motives, not by iy performance ;
and when [ assure you that nothing but an ardent desire
to evince my respect and devotion to our Alma Mater
. could have induced me to comply with your request, |
foel persuaded that you will overlook every deficiency, and
that, in recognizing those delightful recollections and bril-
liant anticipations which surround her, I shall not bo deemed
“in whiit 1 say, cutirely undeserving of your regard.

The germ of our Alma Mater is noticed hy William
Smith in his intoresting continuation of our Colonial His.
tory, which the public spirit of our istorical Society hax
given to tho world. “ This yoar” (1742), says the histo-
riun, * was the first of our public attention to the education
of youth ; provision was then made for the first timo to
support a I'ree School, for teaching the Latin and Greok
tongues and the practical branches of the Mathematics, un-
der the care of Mr. Alexander Malcoln, of Aberdeen, the
author of a treatise upon Book-keeping. The icasure was
patronized by the Morris fumily, Mr. Alexander, and Mr.
Swith, who presepted a petition to the Assembly for tha
object. Such was the negligence of the day, that an in.
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structor could not find bréad from the voluntary contribu-
tions of the inhabitants,:though our oastern neighbors had
sot us an example of ereoting and endowing colleges eurly.
in the last contury.”

The Bill for this school, drafted by Mr. Philipse, the
speaker, and brought in by Mr. Delancey, had this singu-
lar preamble : “ Whereas, the youth of this Colony are
found, by manifold experience, to be not inferior in their
natural geniuses to the youth of any other country in the
world, therefore bo it onacted, &c.” It appears that at that
carly period, it was thought necessary to vindicate our
country against tho degenerating and dcbasing qualities
which have been since so liberally imparted to it by Buf-
fum, and De Rue, Raynal, and Robertson. A legislative
declaration, however anomalous, was certainly a sufficient
refutation of the flimsy philosophy that brought forward the
accusation ; amd as manifold experience was opposed "to
visionary sneculation, the capacity of the inhabitants of
New York for education was put into a train of high pro-
bation, which hay terminated in the most pleasing results.
Permit mo to say, that I cannot reconcile tho sensibility
which woe have manifested under such vituporations with
the respect which wo owe to our country. Charges so un.-
founded are bencath the dignity of refutation; nnd the
country which has been called the land of swamps, of yeol-
low fover, nud universal suflrago, requires no advocate but
truth, nisd no friend but justice, to place it on the highest
slevation of triumphant vindication,

This praiseworthy measure was the harbinger off mope
ehluorged views and more elevated establishments aftes
many struggles.  After much controversy about the site
und the organization of a college, involving sectional and
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local considerations, and referring to party combinations,
a charter for King’s College in this city, was granted in
1754, upon a liberal franchise. In four years afterwards,
it was sufliciently matured for the conferring of degrees.
The city of New York did not contain at that period, ten
thousand inhabitants, and the population of the whole colo-
ny did not exceed half the present population of this city.
The Faculty of Arts was composed of very able men, and
ve find among the names of the medical profession, persons
who would even in the present improved and exalted state
of that profession, rank amongst its most distinguished
members. The civil war, which terminated in American
Independence, broke up this institution after a brief ex-
istence of eighteen years, during which time about one
hundred initiatory degrees were conferred, and on a rapid
inspection of the printed catalogue with a very limited
knowledge of the persons mentioned in it, 1 am persuaded
that the truth of the legislative act is irresistibly established,
and that in no period of time, nor in any country has an
institution existed so fertile of enlightened, able, and
talented men, within so small a portion of time and 1n such
a small population.

Among the celebrated Divines, we perceive the names of
Samuel Provost, Samuel Seabury, Benjamin Moore, Isaac
Wilkins, and John Verdill. The first three have attained
the honors of the miter, and have always ranked high as
profound scholars. Wilkins was a distinguished writer at
the commencement of the Revolution, and the publications
ascribed to his pen have the stamp of gentus and capacity.
Verdill was a professor of Natural Law, History, and
Languages in the college in which he was educated, and
was also noted for his witty effusions on the side of roy-
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alty. The best imitator of Butler has incorporated their
names in his McFingall, as fit subjects for retaliation.
Among the enlightened Jurists sprung from this Semi-
nary, we recognise with pride and pleasure, John Jay, Ro-
bert R. Livingston, Governeur Morris, Richard Harrison,
Poter Van Schaick, and Robert Troup. The first three
were distinguished in the public councils at the com-
mencement of the Revolution. Livingston was one of the
committee that drafted the Declaration of Independence,
and a man of various knowledge and splendid eloquence.
Jay took a leading part in the celebrated State Papers
which emanated from the first Congress, and which drew
forth the following panegyric from the great Chatham :
“When your lordships look at the papers transmitted to
us from America, when you consider their decency, firm-
ness, and wisdom, you cannot but respect their cause and
wish to make it your own. [IFor myself, I must declare
and avow, that in all my reading and observation, and it
has been my favorite study (I have read Thucydides and
have studied and admired the master States of the world),
that for solidity of reasoning, force of sagacity, and wis-
dom of conclusion, under such a complication of difficult
circutnstances, no nation or body of men can stand in
preference to the general Congress at Philadelphia.”*  Jay,
Livingston, and Morris, were among the most active and
enlightened members that formed the first State Constitu.

* Dr., Samuel Johnson, the Colossus of British Literature and a
man of gigantic mind, undertook to answer the address of Congress.
Compare this work entitled ¢ Taxation no Tyranny ™ with the publi-
cations it pretended to unswer--how great the contrast —~the Giant
dwindles into a Dwarf, and American talent shines with proud supe-
riority above.
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tion. The former was our first Chief-Justice, and a charge
of his in that charaéter to a Grand Jury of Ulster County
i8, perhaps, one of the most able and impressive papers pub-
lished in those eventful times. Morris’s intellectual cha-
racter was distinguished by versatile and great qualities—
his colloquial powers were unrivalled—at the Bar or in
the Senate he was pre-eminent—he united wit, logic, pa-
thos, and intelligence, and he wielded the passions and
teelings of his audience at pleasure. IHarrison and Van
Schaick are still with us; and as I despise flattery of the
living as much as I do gilding over the tombs of the de-
parted, I shall say nothing that can subject me to the for-
mer imputation when I say, that no country can produce
two men more deeply versed in classic lore or more pro-
foundly acquainted with law. Troup was a meritorious
soldier of the Revolution, and his transition from the camp
to the bar has detracted nothing from his well-earned
claims to respect. Alexander Hamilton, so well known
for his great talents, was also a student of this college be-
fore the Revolution, and before he could attain its honors
it was broken up. Although greatly attached to the learn-
ed President, Dr. Cooper, yet he had at that, as at all other
times, the independence to think and act for himself. And
he differed from his friend and wrote an article in favor
of American Liberty. At that time the peace of the city
was troubled by the conflicts of contending parties, and
when an assemblage, greatly enraged at the anti-revolu-
tionary course of President Ccoper, collected before this
building and had marked him out as an object of aggres-
sion, Hamilton placed himself in the gap between the peo-
ple and his preceptor, addressed the former from the ves-
tibule of this building, and delayed their measures until the
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latter had time to escape from their fury. The poetical
effusion ascribed to the President on this occasion, reflects
great honor on his sensibility and genius, and commends,
in appropriale strains, the merits of his. friend and pupil.

It may be said of learning as of law, “ Inter arma, leges
silent,”—In the clash of contending armies and amid the
groans of the wounded and the dying, the interests of edu-
cation are sacrificed—the pacific virtues take their flight
{rom the earth—the olive is stained with human blond,
and the sanguinary laurel is the emblem and the reward
of imputed greatness. This edifice was for many years a
hospital for the British army ; and when for the first time
[ visited the venerable building, it was just abandoned in
that state. The genius of calamity and desolation appear-
ed to have taken possession of its apartments; its floors
were strewed with medical prescriptions, its walls were
tinged with blood, and every echo of your passing foot-
steps sounded to the perturbed 1magination like the mur-
murs of the dying or the complaints of departed spirits.
During the Revolutionary War, education was almost to-
tally lost sight of. An academy at Kingston was, I believe,
the only seminary in the State, and almost all the young
men desirous of classical education resorted to that usefu}
institution.

Having thus, like Grey the poet, taken a distant view
of our Alma Mater, we are able, as we approach the times
in which we live, and can refer to events and scenes with-
in our recollection, to institute a more accurate inspec-
tion, and to develop the characters and measures con-
nected with its history, gratifying at once to our pride
and filial affection. And I trust that whether we look at
the qualities of our parent, in the aggregate or in detail, at
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a distance or at near approach, wo will have roason to
Y ——

«“ Not more rever'd the hatlow'd bow'rs,
Where Truth distill'd from Plato's honeyed tongue,
Nor those fatr scenes where Tully's happier howrs
In philosophic leisure fled along.”

As soon as the War of Independence terminated, the at-
tontion of the stateemen and patriots, who had conducted
us triumphantly through the storms of the revolution, was
turned to the revival of lotters, the restoration of the lights
of education, and the establishment of the Temple of Li-
berty upon the foundation of knowledge. In 1784, a Board
was instituted, denominated the Regents of the Univer-
sity, with a superintending and visitorial power over Co-
lumbia College, and all future colleges and academies in-
corporated by that body. This Board was composed of
the principal officers of Government and various distin-
quished citizens. On the 17th of May of that year, the
first student was admitted into Columbia College, under
the new order of things. The Regents of the University
attended the examination in person, so important at that
period did the Fathers of the Republic consider it, to coun-
tenance the incipient efforts in favor of intellectual im-
provement. I may say, 1 trust without the imputation of
egotism, that I was the first student and among the first
craduates of this our Alma Mater on its revival ; and I shall
never forget the reverential impression macde on my youth-
ful mind, by the condescension and devotion to education
of the great men who, at that time, presided over the inte-
rests of the University. In the course of a few months
our numbers were increased. Instructors were appointed,
and apartments in the old City Hall were provided for
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tho temporary acconumnodation of the College, until it was
rendored fit for our reception. No President was appoint-
ed for some years afterwards; and in the meantime it was
thought expedient to resort to Burope, und Willinin Coch-
ran, & native of Ireland, and an Alumnus of Trinty Col-
logre, was appoimted a professor of the Greek and Latin
languages; and John Kemp, a graduate of Aberdeen Col-
lege, professor of Mathematics, and afterwards of Natural
Philosophy.  Cochran, although an admirable scholar,
was at first disliked for hauteur of demeanor, which, 1n
course of tine, was softened down into the courteous b :-
havior of an accomplished gentleman. Kemp was sud-
denly transferred from the monastic scclusious of a col-
lege life to the busy and arduous engagements of profes-
sor; and he was called upon to act with little experience
of the world, with a total ignorance of the American
character, and before the angular points and rough pro-
tuberances of a scholar were smoothed down by an in-
tercourse with the world. His great science sustained
him under this load of difficulties, and his popularity and
usefulness increased with the progress of time. The Rev.
Dr., afterwards Bishop Moore, was appointed professor of
Rhetoric and Logic; and the composition and delivery of
his lectures were recetved with more than usual interest,
and with the most respectful attention. All who ap-
proached him were enchanted with the sincenty of his
manners and with the dignity of his conduct. And tew
men ever possessed a more controling ascendency over
the hearts of his pupils. The Rev. Dr. Gross, a native of
Germany, who had received a finished education in her
celebrated schools, was a professor of the German language
and Geography, and afterwards a professor of Moral Phi-
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losophy.  He had migrated to this country belove tha
Revolution and settled near the banks ot the Mohawk, i
n frontior country, peculinely oxposed to wruptions {rom
(Canada and the hostile Indians,  When war commenced,
he took the side of Amevica; and, enthroned tn the hearts
of hix countrymen, and distinguished  for the courngo
which marks the Gorman character, ho ralliecd tho de-
spoading, animated the wavering, confirmed the doubtiut,
and encouraged the brave to more than ordinary exer-
tion.  With the Biblo in ono hand and the sword in the
other, he stood forth in the united charncter of patriot
and Christian, vindieating the hbertios of mankimd ; and
amidst the mest appalling dangers and the most awtul
vicissttudes, hiko the red eross Kuight of the Fairy Queen,

“ Right faithful true he was in deed and word,?

This venerable man has lang since descended to the
toinh,  Ho was almost idolized by his pupils while living,
and he iy now embulmed in thewr hearts.  1his Jectures
on Moral Philosophy were substantiglly sound and useful,
although tinctured with the metaphysicul subtleties of
Leibmitz and Wolfe, Trom whom he derived the substra-
tuin of his system. 1t iy mepory serves me, it wis de-
daced from two principles @ one denommated the prinei-
ple of sullicient reason, and the other the principle of
contradiction.  The founduation was perbups too leeble
for the edifice, and the conclusions more solid than the
premises.  And when the lecturer undertook to inculeate
the comfortable doctrine, that this 1s the best possible
world—a doetrine borrowed from lLeibnitz, recognized by
Pope in his Lissay on Man, and relerred to by Voltaire
i his Optimist-——we can, at this distance of time, dis-
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tinctly recollect, that although not received with implicit
acquiescence, it did not derogate from the profound re-
spect of his audience.

Dr. Samuel Bard, an eminent physician, and who had
boen professor of the Theory and Practico of Medicine
under the Royal Charter, undertook to fill, temporarily,
tho oflice of professor of Natural Philosophy and Astro-
nomy. His professional engagements were numerous
and arduous, and years had elnpsed since he had been
conversant in these scicnces; he, therefore, commenced
under peculiar disadvantages, and solely and exclusively
to mid the interests of education.  The nbstractions of a
mind thus deeply engaged, were frequently misunderstood ;
and it way some time before his amiable character was
fully developed, and bofore he occupied that place to
which he was entitled in the love aud esteem of his dis.
ciples.  But ns long as literature has a friend, and science
an advoceate, tho name of Samuel Bard will bo identified
with some ol the best and wisest measures to spread
the benefits of the healing art, to diffuse the lights of
knowledge, and to subserve the essentinl interests of our

country,.
Under the guidance of these eminent professors, our

Alma Mater hfted up her head and flourished.  In course
of time, Peter Wilson way installed, as professor of the
Greek and Latin languages.  Ths abilities as a teacher,
his profound and eritical knowledge of classical literature,
his revered character, were the accompaniments of great
prosperity to the College ; and the improvements engrafted
into this important department, have furnished perhaps
the best school for a knowledgo of the learned langunges
on thiy side of the Atlautic.
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1t would perhaps he an unpardonable omission, not to
state that Dr. Henry Moyes was also appointed professor
of Natural lhistory and Chemisiry, slthough ho never
oflicinted it the Colloge.  As a leeturer, howas exceed-
ingly popular, and although blind from his birth, his ma-
nipulations were wonderfully accurate.  1le came to this
country with the new lights of Chenustry, discovered by
Black, Priestloy, Cavendish, and Lavosiere.

Iic adhered, however, to tho nomenclature of Chemis-
try 1n ats imperlect state, as originally adopted by Priest-
ley. But he has the singular merit of sowing the first
seeds ot this science in this country, redecmed from the
follies of alchemy, the visions of clixirs and transmuta-
tions, and founded on the experimental science of Bacon,
the chiel of modern philosophers.

In 1787, an important change took place 1n the organi-
zation of the University. The Regents were divested of
the imniediate government of the colleges and academies,
which was Intrusted to distinet Boards of Trustees, and
this arrangement enabled the latter Boards to devote their
particular attention to the institutions under their care.
On the 11th of April, 1786, the first commencement iwas
held, and the first degrees conferred. At that time, the
population of this city did not amount to 24,000 persons.
In the courso of forty years it has increased to 180,000.
And the population of the whole State has augmented in
the usual ratio of ten to one, which by a singular coinci-
dence, has also occurred in the cities of l.ondon and
Philadelphia.  Our Alma Mater has been increasing in
numbers and extending in usefulness; and although three
colleges, and perhaps forty academies, have since been
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constituted, stull, ng true and faithtad Alumni, we are
bound to mamtain, that ours, like the Julian star,

Micat inter omnes,
- - velul mter qgnes,
lunia mmores,

Our Alma Mater hay, sinee her origin, been embarrassed
by many difliculties, and has had to contend with the
most serious opposition. At the first institution, she had
to enter the lists with two excellent and pre-established
colleges—Yalo on the one side, and Nassauw Hall on the
other.  ler endowments were disproportioned to her
exizencles.  ‘The controversies about our independence
entered 1mto her walls, and the horn of civil discord wax
even sounded m the retreats ot selcnce and the temples
of education. I'rom the first period ot her existence, she
was viewed with apprehension by the prying eyes of sce-
tarian jealousy—how umproperly, we can all testify ; and
we also know with what shametul illiberality this spirit
was exerted in late years, to defeat the contemnplated
bounty of the State. And permit me to add, and to add
with a most perfect contempt of unworthy prejudices
against foreigners, that since owr professors have been
of native growth, our mstitution has experienced her
present f{ullness of prosperity. And this must not he
understood as proceedmg trom any defects of character
or education, but from ignorance of the American charae-
ter, which, like our language, is difficult to be compre-
hended by strangers.  'This knowledge is essential to per-
SONS engagetl in education; and men, not wit[l:ut great
claims to talent and perspicacity, have resided for vears
among us, and have remained as ignorant of our national
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cliveacter, as on the day of thewr arvival. The sturdy
spreit ol hiberty wineh distinguishes our youth, nnd  the
precoctiy of anly demeanor which marks them fron
their tst advent to our schools, will not tolerate the
stern intliction ol exotie disciplime. Fhe spieit ol educea-
tion inust he bent to the spivit of its objeets, or the paths
ol mstruction will be strewed with thorns and briars,
The son of an Ameriean eitizen will not sabmit to the
same vicor of treatment, that 15 inflicted on the sony of
vassals and subjects.  Like the American lawyers de-
seribed by | arke, he aururs nusgovernment at a distance,’
and snufls in the approach of tyranny in every tainted
breeze.

All our professors and our most respectable DPresident,
are indigengus plants, and their fostering superintendence
and powers of instruction are felt in the flourigshing state
of our Almia Mater.  Never did she stand on higher
gI‘Olll‘ld, with 2 more COIllllmnt“llg aspect, and on 2 firmer
foundation.  Her prospects are brilhant, and her numbers
are increasing, and will increase with the augmented
population of the State. In the midst of a populous city,
she can derive suflicient support from 1t alone. During
the last year she had under her care 197 students. The
three other Colleges embraced 310.

Situated at the confluence of all the great navigable
communications of the State, from the shores of the At-
lantic to the northern and western lakes, she presents
every facility of economical and rapid access.  Placed in
the very focus of all the great moneyed and commercial
operations of America, where agriculture pours forth her
stores ol plenty, wherc manufactures transmit their fa-
brics, where internal trade and toreign commerce delight
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to dwell and accumulate riches, where, in short, every
muan that wishes to buy or to soll to advantage, will nata-
cally vesort, what sito can furnish a stronger invitation to
u participntion m education?  Here, too, you will have
tho most distinguished divines, the most able jurists, the
most shilful physiciius, Here will men of science and
Imeentons artists hix thens abode—-and also talented men
who will devote  themselves to vernacular literature,
Whoever wealth can tempt, knowledee allure, or the
delighits ot polished  and refined society attract, will oc-
castionally visit or permanently restde i this great einpo-
viun, Fvery inducement that an mstitution can present,
whether for the acquisition ol knowledge, the relinement
of manuers, or the exaltation of character, i3 here fur-
nished with unsparving liberality,

Tnless some extriaordinary visitation of calmmity, dis-
tracts and deranges the natural current of events, and
blights the purest prospects of greatness, this city will, ere
the lapse of a century, extend itself” over the whole 'Esl:uul,
and cover the shores of the adjacent rivers and bays with
an exuberant population of more than a nallion, and alone
will furnish o correspondent nwmber of students; and
with nnmense means ot patronage and endowments, we
may fondly anticipate, that before the expiration of a cen-
tury, Columbia College will stand upon an equal {ooting
with the most celebrated Untversities of the Old World.

By the last returns, the four Colleges of the State con-
tained 437 students ; thirty-three meorporated academtes.
2.440: and 8,141 common schools, 431,601, Add to this
last the number taught e private institutions, and we may
caleuliate, without the charge of exaggeration, that 160,000
human beings are at this hour, in this State, enjoying the
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bonoefits of cducation.  1°rom the apex to the base of this
glorions pyramid ol intellectual timprovoment, wo percoive
an intimacy of connection, and identity of mteresty a com-
munity ot action and reaction, a gystem of veciprocuted
benefits, that cannot but fill us with joy and make us proud
of our country.

The National School Nociety of Great Britamn, educatos
but 330,000 children annually ; and there 18 no state or
country that can vie with our common school establish-
ment, and the number of ity pupils—1 wish I conld add, in
the merits of ity teaching. We want an cexteusion of the
system, to higher and other objects of instruction. We
want a-corps of cducated instructors—we want gratuitous
istruction in our academies and colleges. The dit mino.
rum of learning ought to be elevated in the scale of public
cstimation and intellectual endowment. lor from their
hands the rude materials of the mind must receive their
first polish of usefulness and improvement ; and our depots
of general instruction, like the speaking-bird of Asiatic
fiction, which gathered around it all the singing-birds of
the land, ought to contain all the youth of the country
that are fit for unprovement. Like the Indicator of Or-
nithology, that leads the way to the collected tenantry of
the forest, they must and will conduct us to the higher en-
joyments of knowledge ; they will act to us as pioneers
to delights, which nothing but intellectual pursuits can
communicate.

With the learning taught in the ancient universities,
this seminary has most felicitously adapted its instruction
to the improvements and discoveries of modern times, and
has embraced the benefits of both within its comprehen-
sive arms. The exact sciences are scdulously attended to.
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as well as classical literature o Political Feonomy  and
Natural Seience, are held wmomerited estimation, And we
mny feel asswred, even b we embark me publie Iife, that
sooner or later, we will feel the importinee and appreciate
tho value of our college acquisition . When the pensioner,
John Do Witt, who was in his carly life an enthusiastie
devoteo of the Mathematies, was tauntinely asked, of
what use they were to him then, a5, in the active scenes
in which he had been since engraged, he must have lost alf
hig knowledge of thew s hig veply contained a volume of
wisdom. They have passed, sanl he, frommy memory to
my judgment.  When Hanilton was called on to preside
over the finances of tho United States, he stood 1 the
<ame position, and he felt reheved by availing hiselty
his caleulations, of the great science of Professor hemp.
Besides, these abstract mvestications strengthen the gene-
ril tone of the mind, teach habits of patient and deliberate
inquiry, and cowmunicate the same vigor to the under-
standing, that severe exercise does to the body.

[ am well aware that there is a scet in this country,
which extends its influence, more or less, mto all the rann-
fications of society, that explodes all kinds ot knowledge
not founded on personal experience ;. which inculeates that
iwnorance 1s the summwin bomn s that the less one reads
the more he thinks, and that the less he undevstands, the
better he cun act; that education bevond the precinets of
comon =chools is allied to avisteeraey, and meompatible
with natural cquality ; and that the youth who spring from
our colleres, and who enter into the liberal professions,
would be more serviceable to mankind, it they had been
confined to those habits and acquisitions which distinguish
the quacks, the empirics, and the charlatans of the com-

+)
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niunit y—with them, Giles Jacob, the pest of geammar
and the blunderbuss of law, is superior to Blackstone or
IKent: and the works of Buchanan or Thompson, to the
lucubrations of the great medieal men that adorn our
country ;—but, ahove all things, that the true states-
man ought to be like the genuine empivie, and vely exelu-
stvely upon his own experience and observation for his
chart and compass ; that he ought to be preterred it his
name 15 nulla cornictone rerum, nulla scientia ornatus ;"
and that a liberal education will be a stumbling-block 1
the way of his progress, by diverting his attention from
the weighty concerns of the republic, to the pursuits of
scientific investigation.  For the honor of the country
the advocates of these heresies are diminishing in number,
and isignificant i influence ; and as our country advances
in her carcer of licht, thev will be extinguished by the
lustre of her radiated and reflected glory. 'Fhe benefits of
education have been gradually rising in human estimation,
tfrom those dark days when kings could not write their
names, to the present time. There was a perlod when
writine was confined exclusively to the clergy, and when
the man who could write his name was exempted from the
punishment of death; and the value attached to this ac-
quisition is well illustrated in the Arabian tale, which ele-
vates an unfortunate Prince enchanted into an ape, to the
office of a Grand Vizier of an Asiatic Sultan, on account
of his chirography.

That knowledee is power-—that education 1s the citadel
of liberty—that national _lory and prosperity consist in
the cultivation of the sciences, in the elevation of the
liberal arts, in the extension ef the powers of productive
industry, are now considered as admitted truths and ac-
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aowledged axioms. Phose vampyres of the mind who
derive thetr aliment from hwmnan ignorance, ave viewed in
their true colors; and as a refulgent light maintaing the
same splendor when 1t tllumes o wider space, so does -
tellectual improvement, the fountain of national greatness,
enlargo and extend atselt, without being displaced ; and
contrary to the general laws of nature, the wider it spreads
the stronger 1t grows.

The dayvs of delight which sprung from owr academic
lives, and which may be considered as intercalations of
iclicity 1 our varied being of good and evil, have passed
away never to return.  But they have lett us important
dutics to perform—duties of indispensable obligation and
fertile with momentous results.  Liet us, then, marshal our-
selves, like a Macedonian phalanx, in favor of our schools
of instruction, from the highest to the lowest. The smallest
effort may produce good ; and, like the sced mentioned in
Holy Writ, although the least of all seeds, may grow up
among the ¢reatest of herbs and become a tree, so that
the birds of the air may lodge n its branches.



nternnl Fmprovements.

Ox the 6ih of January, 1791, Gov. Georee CLiNTON, -
in his Annual Message, thus first broaches the subjectdf
INTERNAL IMPROVEMENTS vy the State

“ Qur frontier settlements, freed from apprehensions of
danger, are rapidly increasing and must soon yield exten-
sive resources for profitable commerce ; this consideration
forcibly recommends the policy of continuing to facilitate
the means of communication with them, as well to
strengthen the bands of society as to prevent the produce
of those fertile districts from being diverted to other
markets.”

On the 6th of January, 1792, Gov. Clinton, in his An-
nual Message for that year, thus refers to this subject :

¢ The Legislature, at their last meeting, impressed with
the importance of improving the means of communication, |
not only to the agriculture and commerce of the State, ;% %
but even to the influence of the laws, directed the Com- ML‘” W
missioners of the Land Office to cause the ground between '
the Mohawk river and the Wood creek in the county of | G
Herkimer, also between the Hudson river and the Wood
creek, in the county of Washington, to be explored and
surveyed, and estimates to be formed of the expense of
joining those waters by canals. I now submit to you their
raport which ascertains the practicability of eflecting this
objeot at a very moderate expense, and I trust that a mea-
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sure so interesting to the community, will continue to com-
matud the attention due to its nnportance, and especially.
as the resources of the State will prove aderuate to these
and other useful itmprovements without the mid of taxes.”

On the 7th of January, 1794, Gov. Clinton again recurs
to this subject :

“ The northern and western companies of inland lock
navigation, having, agrecably to law, produced authentic
accounts of their expenditures, I have given the necessary
certificate to entitle them to receive from the Treasury the
sum of ten thousand pounds, as a free gift on the part of
this State towards the prosecution of those interesting ob-
jects.  Although the care of improving and opening these
navigations be committed to private companies, they will
require, and no doubt from time to time receive, from the
Legislature, every fostering aid and patronage cominensu-
rate to the great public advantages which must result from
the improvement of the means of intercourse.”

Thus was foreshadowed by that sturdy old patriot, the
first Governor of our State, and the man who, perhaps.
more than any other, exerted the greatest influence upon
her then future destiny, that system of improvements suc-
cessfully carried out under the administration of his illus-
trious nephew.

It will be remembered that in 1789, that nephew, De
Witt Clinton, was appointed the private Secretary of the
Governor, and continued to hold that close and confiden-
tinl relation down to 1795, and during the period of the
thrce annual meetings of the Legislature to whom the
Messages were addressed, from which the foregoing ex-
tracts are taken. That the thoughts of him who, in the
language of an cloquent divine of our State, *was able
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not only to fix some impress of his mind on most of the
institutions under which we live, but also to grave the
memotiul of his being on the hosom of the earth on which
we tread, and m lines, too, so bold and so, indelible that
they may, and probably will, coitinue legible to successive
generations,” that his thoughts were carly, and cven
then turned attentively upon this subject, there can be but
little doubt.

Who can tell what visions of the future crowded upon
the brilliant imagination of the youthful statesman, as his
pen copied out the Messages referred to? In one of his
addresses during this period in 1794, De Witt Clinton
thus speaks:

“Great improvements must also take place which far
surpass the momentumn of power that a single nation can
produce, but will with facility proceed from their united
strength. The hand of art will change the face of the
universe. DMountains, deserts, and oceans will feel its
mighty force. It will not then be debated whether hills
shall be prostrated, but whether the Alps and the Andes
shall be levelled ; nor whether sterile fields shall be fertil-
ized, but whether the deserts of Africa shall feel the power
of cultivation; nor whether rivers shall be joined, but
whether the Caspian shall see the Mediterranean, and the
waves of the Pacific lave the Atlantic.”

The act authorizing the construction of the canals by
the State was passed in 1817, and the work commenced
on the 4th of July in that year. De Witt Clinton was
first elected Governor in 1817, and on the 28th of January.
1818, delivered his first Message, of which the following 1s
an extract:

“I congratulate you upon the auspicious commence-
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ment and successful progress of the contomplated water
communication between the great westorn and northern
lakes, and the Atlantic ocean.  Near sixty miles of the
Woestern (Canal have been contracted for, to be hnished
within the present year; and 1t s probable that the whole
of the Northern Canal will bo disposed of in the same
mauncer before the ensuing spring.

“ Notwithstanding the unfavorable season, the inexpe-
rience of the contractors, and the late commencement of
operations, it is understood that the work to the extent of
fiftcen miles has already been done on the Western Canal.
And 1t is confidently believed that the aggregate expense
will be within the estimates of the commissioners. The
enhancement of the profits of agriculture, the excitement
of manufacturing industry, the activity of internal trade,
the benefits of lucrative traffic; the interchange of valu-
able commodities—the commerce of fertile, remote, and
wide-spread regions, and the approximation of the most
distant parts of the Union, by the facility and rapidity of
communication that will result from the completion of
these stupendous works, will spread the blessings of plenty
and opulence to an immeasurable extent. The resources
of the State are fully adequate without extraneous aid;
and when we consider that every portion of the nation
wil] feel the animating spirit and vivifying influences of
these great works: that they will receive the benediction
of posterity and command the approbation of the civilized
world ; we are required to persevere by every dictate of
interest, by every sentiment of honor, by every injunction
of patriotisni, and by every constderation which ought to
influence the councils and govern the conduct of a free,

" high-minded, enlightened, and magnanimous people.”
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In his Message of 1820, ho thus speaks of their comple-
tion

‘“In 1818 1 hod the pleasure to congratulate the Legis-
fature on the auspicious commencement and successful
progress of the contemplated water communication be-
tween the great western and northern lakes and the At-
lantic ocean, and I now have the peculiar gratification to
felicitate you on their completion.  On the 26th of October
last, the Western Canal was in a navigable state, and vessels
passed {rom Lake lirie to the Atlantic occan. In about
eight ycars, artificial commnunications, near 428 wmiles i
length, have been opened to the Hudson River from Lake
Champlain by the Northern Canal; to Lake Ontario by the
Oswego River and the Western Canal; and to Lake Erie
and the other western lakes by the latter Canal—thus af-
fording an extent of inland navigation unparalleled in the
experience of mankind. The expense of these works and
of some auxiliary, connected, and incidental operations,
amounts to $9,130,373 80, exclusive of interest paid on
loans.”

Thus the vision of 1794 was substantially realized. The
Caspian had not seen the Mediterranean, nor had the
waters of the Pacific flowed into the Atlantic; but he
had lived to see results equally important. The energies
and resources of a single State, chiefly directed by his own
far-seeing policy, had united the waters ol our inland seas
with those of the Atlantic.  The write? remembers well
the celebration of that event, tor it was then that he first
saw De Wrrr Cusrox. e had just entered Union Col-
lege at Nchenectady, and in the fall of 1825, stood with his
College companions upon the banks ot the canal in that
City, when Governor Clinton landed from the boat in which
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he had passed in triumph tromwy Lake lirie.  Allusion is
mado to this circumstance because it was at Schenectady,
as tho reader of the tollowing journal will perceive, that
Mr. Clinton and his agsociate Commissioncrs in July,
1810, set sail upon the dangerous Mohawk:.

The most casual observer cannot fail to notico the
mighty changes which the forty succeeding yoars have
produced. The western wilderness has literally,budded and
blossomed, and brought forth much fruit. The State of
New York has taken her proud position at the head of
the Confederacy, and counts her population by millions.
Her gigantic Internal Improvements have realized the most
sanguine anticipations of their early projectors, and while
they have proved sources of great wealth to us, have also
furnished models for our sister States—and have diflused
their influence over vast regions, where in 1810 the wild
beast made its lair, and the wandering savage found his
home and his grave.

The traveler, as he now passes up the valley of the
Mohawk with almost the lightning’s speed, can hardly
realize the slow and tedious journeyings of our fathers.

The following pages contain the interesting private
Journal of Mr. Clinton 1n 1810.



Asis Ivivate Canal Fournal—1810.

In consequence of representations from the Western,
Inland and Lock Navigation Company, and from a orea
number of citizens of Albany, Schenectady, Utica, and
other places interested in the internal trade of the State
Commissioners were appointed by the Legislature to ex-
plore the country between the Lakes and the navigable
waters of the Hudson, and to report upon the most eligible-
route for a water communication. It was suggested by
those representations, as a point deserving of particula
attention, that the commerce of the country was diverte:
i a great degree to Canada. The very able report o
Mr. Secretary Gallatin, and the excellent speech of Col.
Porter, on the facilitation of the meansof communicatio.
by canals and roads, had awakened the public attention
and excited the public solicitude to that all-important obh-
ject. The resolution of the Legislature appointing Com-
missioners passed without opposition, the violence ot
party feelings having yielded to great considerations r:
national policy ; and, as it fully explains the objects of the
appointment, [ shall give it at length :

“STaTE or New YORK:
~ In Senate, March 13, 1810.
* Whereas, the agricultural and commercial interests o
this State require, that the inland navigation from Hud-
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son's river to Lake Ontavio and Lake lrie be mmproved
and completed on a scalo conmensurate to the great ad-
vantages derived {rom the accomplishmont of that impor-
tant ni;juct; and whereay, tt iy doubtful whether the re-
sources of the Western Inland Lok Navigation Company
are equal to such improvements, ‘Therefore

“ Resolved, (if tho Honorable the Assembly concur here-
in), That Governeur Morris, Stephen Van Rensselaer,
De Witt Clinton, Simeon De Witt, William North, Thomas
Eddy, and Peter B. Porter, be and they are hereby appointed
Commissioners for exploring the whole route, examining the
present condition of the said navigation, and considering
what further improvements ought to be made therein;
that they be authorized to direct and procure such surveys
as to them shall appear necessary and proper, in relation
to the object, and that they report thereon to the Legisla-
ture at their next session, presenting a full view of the
subjects referred to them, with their estimates and opinions
thereon.

“ And Whereas, numerous inhabitants of the counties of
Oneida, Madison, and Onondaga, have by their petitions
represented, that by reason of the spring freshets the On-
ondaga Lake is usually raised so high, as to inundate large
tracts of land adjacent thereto, which are thereby rendered
unfit for cultivation, and highly injurious to the health of
the neighboring inhabitants, and that the caid evils may
be remedied by removing a bar and deepening the channel
of the outlet of the said Lake, Therefore

“ Resolved, (if the Honorable the Assembly concur here-
in), That the Commissioners above-named be and they
are hereby directed to exainine the subject of the said pe-
titions, and to report to the Legislature their opinion as to
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the practicability, tho expeunse, and the cffects of removing
the bar and deepening the channel at the outlet of the
said Lake.
“ By order,
“N, Viascuer, Clerk.

“In Assembly, March 15, 1810,
“« Resolved, That this House do concur with the tonor-
able the Senate, in the preceding resolutious,

“J. V. Incen, Clerk.”

By the Supply Biil, 3,000 were appropriated to defray-
ing the expenses of the Board of Commissioners.

Messrs. Morris, Porter, Eddy, and myself, met in New
York, and agreed to meet the other Conunissioners at Al-
bany, on the second of July, in order to proceed to the
exccution of the duties assigned w us. Mr. Eddy was
appointed Secretary and Treasurer of the Board, and di-
rected to inform the absent Commissioners of this arrange-
ment. We were anxious to avail curselves of the pro-
fessional knowledge of Mr. Latrobe; but this was strenu-
ously opposed by Mr. Morris, and the Surveyor-General
was authorized to employ such surveyor as he might think
necessary.

On the 30th of June, 1810, 1 left New York for Albany
in the steamboat, in company with Mr. Eddy, his son, and
Mr. Osgood's son and nephew. A servant by the name
of Thomas Smyth, whom I had engaged to attend me.
and to whom I paid a month’s wages in advance, disap-
pointed me, and in waiting for him I had nearly lost my
passage. The weather was warm, and the boat crowded.
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We arvived at Albany befove daylight on Monday morning,
and put up at Grogory's tavern.

A meeting of the Commissioners was held according to
appointinent, at tho Surveyor-General's oflice, and all wore
present except Col. Porter, who did not arrive until evon-
mge. It appeared that Mr. De Witt had engaged Mr.
Lieddes to attend us as surveyor from Utica.  Morris and
Van Rensselaor agreed to make the jaunt by land ; the
other Commissioners determined to proceed by water.
Mr. Morris was to be accompanied by his wife, and Mr.
NSharpless, a painter; and Mr. Van Renssclaer by his
brother-in-law, Mr. Patterson. General North was to take
hoat with us at Utica.

We emploved ourselves in laying up the necessary
stores for our voyage, having previously drawn from the
Treasury 81500, in favor of Mr. Eddy. A mattrass,
hlanket, and pillow, were purchased for each Commission.
er; but we unfortunatelv neglected to provide ourselves
with marquees and camp-stools, the want of which we
~cnsibly experlenced.

On the 3d July, we set out in carriages for Schenectady,
«nd put up at Powell’s Hotel. We found that Mr. Eddy
had neglected to give directions about providing boats,
and that Mr. Walton, the undertaker, who 1s extensively
cngaged in transporting commodities and merchandize up
and down the river, had notice of our wishes only yester-
day. He was very busy in making the requisite prepara-
tions. He had purchased a batteaux, and had hired another
for our baggage. It being necessary to caulk and new
paint the boats—to erect an awning for our protection
against the rain and sun, and to prepare a new set of
sails, we had no very sanguine hope of gratifying our earnest
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desire to depart in the morning, although we exerted overy
nervo to offect it.

July 4th. On consulting with M. Walton about our de-
parture, ho informed us that this being o day of great fes-
tivity, it would boe almost umpracticable to dvag the men
away.  Wo saw some of them, and found them willing to
ombark as soon as the hoats were ready, and we therefore
pressed the workmen with great agsiduity.

The true reason for this anxiety, was the dullness of the
place. Imagine yoursell in a large country village, with-
out any particular acquaintance, and destitute of books,
and you will appreciate our situation. Schencectady, al-
though dignified with the name of a city, 1s a place of little
business. It has a Bank, a College, and Court-liouse, and
a considerable deal of trade is carried on through the Mo-
hawk ; and all the roads which pass to the westward on
the banks of that river necessarily go through this place.
A great portion of the crowd that visit the Mineral Springs
at Ballston and Saratoga also visit Schenectady.  With
all these advantages it does not appear pleasing, and we
endeavored to fill up the gloomy iterval between this
time and our departure, by viewing the pageantry which
generally attends this day.

There were two celebrations, and two sets of orators—
one by the city and one by the College. The feuds be.
tween the burghers of Oxford and Cambridge, and the
students of those Universities, appear to be acted over
here. In the procession of the students, we saw a Hash-
ington Benevolent Society, remarkable neither for num-
bers nor respectability.  The President was o Scotch-
man, of the name of Murdoch, and certamly not & warm
Whig during the war,
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‘This place 18 known in history as the scene of a terrible
massacre.  On the 9th of February, 1690, it was destroyed
by a party of French and Indians from Canada, and its
inhabitants murdered. It then contained a church and
forty-three houses. Those tnat escaped would have per-
ished in a violent snow-storm, had they not providentially
met sleighs from Albany, which of course returned immne-
dintely with them. This account has reached us by tra-
dition, and was given to us by Henry Glen, Lisq., an old
inhabitant.

On receiving information that our batteaux were ready,
we embarked at 4 o’clock in the afternoon. Our boat
was covered with a handsome awning and curtains, and
well provided with seats. The Commissioners who em-
barked in it, were De Witt, Iiddy, Porter, and myself ; and
the three young gentlemen before-mentioned also accom-
panied us. The Captain’s name was Thomas B. Clench,
and we were provided with three men, I'reeman, Van In-
aen, and Van Slyck. In our consort, were the Captain,
named Clark, three hands, three servants, and about a ton
and a-half of baggage and provisions. We called, ludi-
crously at first, our vessel the Eddy, and the baggage-
boat the _Morris. What was jest became serious and
when our batteaux were painted at Utica, these names
were doubly inscribed on the sterns 1n legible characters.

A crowd of people attended us at our embarkation, who
cave us three parting cheers. The wind was fair, and
with our handsome awning, flag flving, and large sail, fol-
lowed by another boat, we made no disreputable appear-
ance. We discovered that our mast was too high, and
our boat being without much ballast, we were not well
calculated to encounter heavy and sudden gusts. These
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boats are not sutliciently safe for lake navigation, althougl,
they frequently venture. A boat went from this place te
the Missouri in six weeks. The river was unconunonly
low. Gouds to the value of $50,000 were detained in
Walton’s warchouses, on account of the difliculty of trans-
portation.  After sailing a couple of miles, a bend of the
river brought the wind in our faces. Qur men took to
their poles, and pushed us up against a rapid current with
great dexterity, and great muscular exertion. The ap.
proach of evening, and the necessity of sending back to
Schenectady for some things that were left, induced us to
come to, for the night, at Willard’s tavern, on the south
bank ot the river, and three miles from the place of de-
parture.

This tavern is in the 3d ward of the city of Schenec-
tady. In the election of 1809, the first after the estu-
blishment of the county, a great disproportion was disco-
vered between the Senatorial and Assembly votes. whicl
could not be accounted for on fair principles. A greater
number of persons testified that they had voted for the
Republican candidates, than there were ballots in the box .
and there could not be the least doubt, but that Republi-
can tickets had been taken from the box, and Federal
ones substituted. This tavern was located as the scene
of the fraud. The boxes were kept here one night. and, it
1s said, locked up in a bureau, left there for the express
purpose, as 1t 1s supposed. The tavern-keeper and some
other accomplices, perpetrated the atrocious deetd.  The
present incumbent looks asx it he were capable o an
iniquity of the Kkind.

The south road leads in front of the house. While
here, we had an opportunity of seeing the pernicious ef-

3
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fects of these Tativals, in the erowds of drunken, quarrel-
some people, who passed by.  Among other disgusting
scenes, wo saw several young men riding Jehu-liko to the
tavern, in a high state of intoxication, and their leader
swinging his hat, and shouting, “Success to Federalism.”
A simple fellow handed me a handbill containing the ar-
rangements for the procession, and was progressing in his
lamiliarities with the rest of the company, when he was
called oftf by the landlord, who, in a stern voice, gald
«Come away, Dickup;” and poor Dickup, alias thick-
head, immediately obeyed.

July 5th. We rose with the sun, expecting to start at
that time, but we were detained by our Captain, who had
aone to Schenectady, until nine o'clock. The high wind
then subsided, and it had rained considerably in the night.
In the rear of the house, we ascended a high and perpen-
dicular hill, from whence we had a delightful view of
Schenectady, and the flat lands forming the valley of the
Mohawk,

The advertisements in the tavern indicated attention to
manufactures. Two machines, for preparing and carding
wool and cotton, were announced as ready for operation.

In the course of the day we passed three boats and a
raft. The general run in going to Utica, and returning
to Schenectady, is nine days. One of the boats was trom
Utica, and could carry ten tons.

We had with us Wright’'s Map of the Mohawk, made
frem an actual survey at the expense of the Canal Com-
pany. This map exhibited the distances, the names of
places, the rapids, rifts, and currents, with great accuracy,
and was singularly useful.

Between fifteen and sixteen miles from Schenectady,
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wo passed the hivst settlement made by Sir William John
son, in this country. It iy handsomely situated on the
right bank of the river, and must have been selected by
him on account of 1ts vicinty to the Mohawk Castle
There 1s here, a handsome two-stery brick house, which
was recently owned by one Stanton. He had but two
daughters, who were courted by a carpenter and mason
e withheld his consent until they had erected this house
like Jacob, they undertook the service ; and the death o)
the old man has placed them in the building made by their
hands.

In dried mullen stalks we discovered young bees in
chrysalis state, deposited there by the old ones, and used
ag a nest. We also saw, on the banks of the river, the
shell of the common fresh water muscle.

About sixteen miles from Schenectady, we saw, on the
left bank of the river, a curious specimen of Indian pan:t-
ing. On an elevated rock was painted a canoe, with seve::
warriors in it, to signify that they were proceeding on u
war expedition. This was executed with red ochre, and
has been there for upwards of halt a century.

We dined on board the boat, and, after a hard day’s
work, arrived at Cook’s tavern, on the north side of the
river, about 8 o’clock, r.v.  The wind was violently
adverse, the rapids frequent and nnpetuous. The Morris
staid about a mile behind, which was no favorable indi-
cation.

Sir William Johnson had a son and two daughters by «
German woman, with whom he cohabited. The son, Sir
John, succeeded hint in his title, and now resides in Canaga.
One of his daughters married Guy Johnson, the other C'ol.
Claus, whose estates were confiscated. Sir William gave
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cach of his sons-in-law a mile square on the river, and
built {or them spacious and, in that time, maguificent stone
houses, with suitable out-buildings. Cook’s tavern was
called Guy Park, and belonged to Guy Johnson. The
place was sold by the Commissioners of IForfeitures, and
is now owned by John V. Henry, lsq., of Albany, whe
rents it for 8500 a-year. The house is well kept.

July 6th. Started at 5 o'clock. About nineteen miles
from Schenectady, passed the lormer seat of Sir William
Johnson, on the north bank of the river. It is now used
as a tavern. After he erected Johnson HHall, at Johus-
town, and resided there, this house was occupied by his
son. It is a large, double, two-story stone building, with
two stone ofhices, and other elegant appurtenances. In
those days it must have been considered a superb edifice.

After breakfusting at a log house, occupied by Mrs.
Loucks, we proceeded on our voyage, and passed the
mouth of Scoharie creek, which discharges itself on the left
bank, about twenty-two and a half miles from Schenec-
tady. A fort was erected here by Gov. Hunter, the friend
and correspondent of Swift, and called FFort Hunter, after
him. On the west side of the creek, there is a beautiful
flat country, on which was situated the castle, or chiet
village, of the once powerful tribe of the Mohawks. There
is a convenient bridge over the creek at this place.

We landed here at a fine spring, for a few moments ; and
in imagination I was carried back to the time, when this
country was occupied by roving barbarians and savage
beasts, when every trace of civilization and refinement
was excluded. The chief employment and supreme de-
light of the savag* was to slake his thirst at the spring, to
sorge himself with flesh, and to plant the arrow in the



PRIVATE JOURNAL, 37

bosom of his enemy. In o0 of time, he felt the power
of the man of Lurope. He struggled against his arts and
his arms, and after the lapse of two centuries, he 13 banished
from the country which contains the bones of his fore-
fathers ; and the powertul nation of the Mohawks, which
formerly struck terror as far as the Mississippi, is now
dwindled down into absolute insignificance.

On our way up we passed Caughnawaga Village, Wth]l
s about twenty-nine miles from Schenectady, -md contains
a church. It is pleasantly situated on the north side of
the river. On the south side, opposite to one Docksted-
der’s, a wooden pitchfork was thrown at our batteaurx,
from an elevated bank. It just passed over the boat, and
if 1t had struck it, might have killed a man. As it passed
close to one of the hands, they felt a proper indignation,
and immediately stopped the batteaux. The ruffians, who
were making hay on the lowlands, scampered off, and left
their rakes and forks to the mercy of the enraged boatnen.
who took their revenge in breaking them.

We lodged this night at Dewandalaer’s tavern, thirty-
tour miles from Schenectady, in Palatine, on the north
side of the river. This is a good although a small log
house. We had four beds in one room, and although the
cotton sheets, which are generally used in the country.
were not so agreeable as linen, yet we passed a comfort-
able night. The landlord owns a farin of 600 acres, 180
of which are on the Mohawk flats. About twenty vears
ago it cost him 87.50 an acre. e had but twenty sheep.
We saw peas, hemp, and tlax, growing in one field on
the lowlands. The flats must produce excellent hemp.
but this profitable commodity is almost entirely neglected.
The hard winter has proved nearly fatal to the wheat crop.
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L.and on tho bottoms can rarely be purchased ; it i1s worth
2100 per acre. 'This place formerly belonged to Major
I"'onda, His house was burnt by a party Indians and To-
ries, during the last war, who came from Canada, and swept
the country as low down as Tripe’s Hill. Near this place
they wers defeated by the militia. A short distunce be-
low De Wandalaer’s, you pass a remarkable rock called the
Nose. The mountains here are high, and are like the
Highlands of the Hudson on a small scale. 'T'he river
must have burst a passage for itself. The opening of the
iountains exhibits sublime scenery.

I saw at this house a pamphlet written by Cheetham,
entitled, “ The New Crisis, by an old Whig” This
family are, it seems, connected with the Yan Vechtens, of
Albany, and the pamphiet was probably transmitted to be
used as a powerful political engine.

7th July. We comnmenced our journey at 5 o'clock;
and in order to facilitate the passage of our batteaux over
Kater's Rapid, which extends a mile from this place, and
which is among the worst in the river, we walked to the
head of it. And here Mr. Eddy, who was complimented
with the title of Commodore and the conduct of expedi-
tion, disburthened his pocket of a towel, which he had negli-
cently put into it at the tavern where we slept, with par-
ticular injunctions to deliver it safely. This trifling inci-
dent excited some merriment; and we were happy to
catch even at trifling incidents in order to beguile the
time, which the slowness of our progress, the sameness of
the scenery, and the warmth of the weather, began to
make tedious.

In order to furnish as much amusement as possible, we put
our hooks into a common stock, or rather into a trunk, and



PRIVATF, JOURNAL. 39

appointed one of the young gentlemen keeper of the library.
The books, which were most extraordinary, were a treatise
on Magic, by Quitman (this [ purchased at Albany), and
u pamphlet on Religion, by Mr. D. L. Dodge, a respecta.
ble merchant in New York, with an answer by a Clergy-
man, (these were furmished by Mr. liddy). Quitman’s
'I'reatise 1s a labored argument against Magicians, and to
disprove their existence. odge’s work is principally
levelled against war, breathes a fanatical spirit, and is
completely refuted by the adversary’s pamphlet. As
specimen of his reasoning, take the following :—

“If a good man does not resist an assailant and sub-
mits to be killed, he will go to heaven. On the contrary,
if he kills the assailant, he may probably send a soul to
hell, which if spared, may be converted and saved to lite
everlasting.”

Dodge’s pamphlet, weak as it 1s, has given him a great
name among the Quakers; and, through their recommend-
ation, he is now a trustee of the New York IFree School.

We were not, however, without other amusements. A
one-horse wagon, driven tandem, caine up to Shephard’s
tavern in great style, and formed an admirable burlesque
of the fops of our cities who sport in that stvle.

Shephard’s house is thirty-nine miles from Schenectady.
on the north side of the river, and close to Canajoharie
bridge, which passes over the Mohawk. It is a large
handsome house. d ctv and unaccommodating, although
much frequented. Here is a small village of two or three
stores, two taverns, asheries tor making pot and pearl
ashes, and about eight houses. We relished our breakfast
but very indifferently. The swarms of flies which assailed
the food, were very disgusting ; aud custards which were
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brought on the table, mal apropos exhibited the marks of
that insect as a substitute tor the grating of nutineg.

At the distance of forty-two and a-half miles from
Schenectady, passed Fort Plain on the south side and in
Minden. It derives its name from a block-house which
was formerly erected here. There is a church near it,
and it 1S marked erroneously in Wright's map, Canajo-
harie. An occurrence took place, near here, during the
war, which excited much sensat on among the supersti-
tious. A Tory, from Canada, w: s apprehended and exe-
cuted as a spy, in the army commanded by Gen. James
Clinton. His friends were gratified with his body for in-
terment; and when the company were assembling in a
cellar-kitchen, a large black snake darted through the
window, and ran under the coflin, and could not be found.
This affair made a great noise, and the superstitious Ger-
mans interpreted it as an omen favorable to the Whig
cause, considering the black snake as a devil, anxious to
receive his victim, and anticipating a delightful sacrifice.
A mile above [Fort Plain, we passed under the third bridge,
the Schenectady one included, and a mile above this bridge
we passed the Lower Palatine church, on the north side
of the river. The Higher Palatine church is a few miles
higher up.

At half after one, and forty-five miles from Schenec-
tady, we passed a boat which lett Utica yesterday, at 12
o’clock ; and five miles further, we overtook and passed a
Durham boat, with a load cf eight or ten tons, which left
Schenectadv on Tuesday for Utica. The fiddy can carry
but three tons. We purchased a basket of eggs, at one
shilling per dozen, and some fine butter, at fifteen cents per
pound, also nine fishes taken by a spear, weighing {rom one
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pound to one and a-half each, and eighteen inches long,
for four shillings altogether. We shot a fine bittern, and
one of our men speared u large snapping-turtle.  The
wind bhecame fuir for a while; the air was cool, the
country pleasant, and our epicures were anticipating a
fine dinner on shore, when, to evince the fallacy of human
wishes, lo! a black vapor, not larger than a man’s hand,
appeared in the West, and in a short tine magnified itself
into a dark, portentous cloud, surcharged with electrical
matter, and covering the western horizon. We were
compelled to encounter the rain-storm by coming to, un-
der the bank, with our curtains down, and in this situa-
tiou we took our cold dinner and sipped our hot wine.
After the rain, which continued until three o'clock, the
thermoineter stood at 81, The thighs and fleshy parts of
the turtle we caught, were filled with leeches. We pur-
sued our voyage through a damp, disagreeable afternoon,
and about evening arrived at Pardee’s Tavern in Man-
henn, on the west side of East Canada Creek. The town
on the south side of the river is called Oppenheim. Par-
dee’s 15 fifty-one miles from Schenectady. Ile keeps a
store and excelient tavern, also the Post-office. There 1s
a brnidge over the Canada Creek near his house, and the
Mohawk and Schenectady turnpike run close by it. tere
we met Jaspar Hopper and his family going to the Ball-
ston dSprings.  The house was crowded in the evening,
by militin on their way from a regimental inspection.
They conducted themselves with great d:corum. Mr.
Pardee says that the expense of land and water trans.
portation 1s about equal. but the former is to be preferred
on account of its superior satety and convenience.

July 8th, Tuesday. We continued our voyage at six
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o'clock, and arrived at the Little IFalls at ten. It had

rained the wholo night, and the morning was introduced

by the vocal music of the woods. 'Thousands of birds of

different kinds had assembled in o grove near to Pardee’s,

which the; made to ring with their sonez.  The black-

bird and the robin appeared to be the principal performers
this great concert of nature.

On our way, we were spoken to by James Cochrai and
brother in a pheton, and I'rancis A. Bloodgood and family
- a coach. who informed us, that our colleagues were
waiting for us at Utica. We passed a loaded Durham
boat in its descent from Utica, and fifty-six miles from
Schenectady we passed the house of the gallant General
Herkimer, who was mortally wounded «t the bLettl of
Oriskany, and who died here. His house is on the south
side, and was protected by pickets during the war. This
brave man is honored in the memory and affections of his
country. A county, a town, and a villaze, are called after
him. He was of German descent, and the ground where
he received the fatal wound, was covered with the dead
arnd dying of his gallant countrymen. Irom his house to
the Little I"lls, the water is «.2ep and still.

LITTLE FALLS.

s village is built upon rocks of granite—contains
about thirty or forty houses and stores, and a church, to-
aether with mills.

As you approach the falls, the river becomes narrow
and de_p, and you pass through immease recks, princi-
paliy of granite, interspersed with limestone. In various
places you observe prothund excavations in the rocks,
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worn by tho agitation of pebbles in the fissures, and in
somo places, the river is not more than twenty yards wide.
As you approach the western extremity of the hills, you
will find them about half-a-wiile from top to top, and at
least, three hundred feet high. The rocks are composed
of solid granite, and many of them are thirty or forty feet
thick, and the whole mountain extends, at least, half-a-mile
from cast to west. You see them piled on each other,
like Ossa cn Pelion ; and in other place ', huge fragments
scattered about in diflerent directions, indicating evidently
» violent rupture of the waters through this place, as if
they had been formerly dammed up, and had forced a pas-
sage through all intervening obstacles. In all directions
you behold great rocks exhibiting rotundities, points, and
cavities, as if worn by the violence of the waves or pushed
from their former j.csitions.

The general appearance of the Little IYalls indicates the
existence of a great lake above, connec ' v 0 e Onei-
da Lake, and as the waters burst a pass. . ere and re-
ceded, the flats above forined and composed several thou-
sand acres of the richest lands. Rome being the highest
point on the Lake, the passage of the waters on the east
side left it bare, and the Oneida Lake gradually receded
on the west side, and formed the great marsh or swamp
now compusing the head waters of Wood Creek. The
whole appearance of the country, from the commence-
ment of Wood Creek to its termination in the Oneida
Loke, demonstrates the truth of this hypothesis. The
westerly cud nc thwesterly winds drive the sand towards
Woed Creen, and you can distinctly perceive the con-
tinual alluvions increasing eastward by the accumulation
of sand, and the fcrmaticn of new ground. Near the
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Lake you observe sand without trees—then, to the east, a
few scattering trees. and as yvou progress in that direction,
the woods thicken. In digging the carals in Wood Creek,
pine-trc:s have been found twelve feet deep. The whole
country, from the comnmencement to the termination of
Wood Creek, bears the indications of made ground. An
old boatman, several years ago, told Mr. De Witt, that he
had been fifty years in that employ, and that- the Oneida
Lake had receded half-a-mnile within his recollection.
William Culbraith, one of the first settlers at Rome, was
arrested, in digging a well, by a large tree which he found
at the depth of twelve feet. 'T'his great Lake—breaking
down in the first place to the east, the place where its
waters pressed the most, and then to the west, where its
recession was gradual—forins an object worthy of more
inquiry than I had time or talent to aflord. The Little
Ifalls are the Highlands in miniature; and the Mohawk
here, ought to be considered as the lludson, foreing its
way through the migzhtiest obstacles of nature. It being
rainy the whole day and night, after breakfasting, we con-
tinued here until the next morning at four o’clock, when
we continued our voyage.

The Mohawk and Schenectady turnpike passes through
this place. It is in the town of Herkimer, and at the com-
mencement of the locks, a line of division between
the counties of Montgomery and llerkimer runs. The
town of German Ilatts is on the opposite side of the river,
which is connected with this place by an excellent bridge.

‘The proprietors of this place were originally I'in and
Eillis, Englishmen, who made their fortunes in this State
and returned to their native country. Theland now belongs
to their heirs. They sent a clerk named John Porteus, a
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Scotchman, who resided here and took care of their con-
cerns. He kept a store and mills. He had a daughter
who is married to Wm. Alexander, the principal trader of
this village. The lots are leased for ever at three dollars
per annum, and are 60 by 120 feet. Aiexander being the
agent of the canal company, we had frequent interviews
with him, and were not a little entertaired with the bathos
he attempted i1n his conversation.

The tavern here is kept by one Carr, and is a good one.
We saw here the New York Spectator, and a federal pa-
per called the American, printed in the village of Herki.
mer, by J. and H. Prentiss. I had the pleasure of sceing
my friend J. C. Ludlow, Ksq., on a tour to Quebec, ac-
companied by Joshua Pell and Augustus Sacket. They
left New York on Tuesday last in the steamboat, and came
from Albany in the mail stage. The Inland Lock Navi-
agation Company was incorporated m 1792, and has a
capital of $450,000, of which the State owns £92,000.
They have five locks at the Litile Falls, two at the Ger-
man Ilatts, and two at Rome, besides their works in
Wood Creek.

All their improvements might now be donc at less than
hall’ the original expeuse. General Schuyier, the original
superintendent, was inexperienced. The locks at the Lit-
tle I'alls were originally built of wood, which rotting,
stone was substituted ; and those at Rome were made of
brick, which not standing the frost, were replaced also by
stone. There is a fine stone quarry a mile and a half fron
the Little Falls, of which the locks were made ; and they
were first built of wood from ignorance that the country
contained the stone. This quarry is no less curious than
valuable. The stones divide naturally as if done by tools.
The wooden locks here put the Comj.any to an unnecessary



46 DE WITT CLINTON.

expense of 50,000 dollars—10,000 dollars alock. An old
church at the German Flatts was built of stone taken from
that quarry, and yet this escaped the notice of the Com-
pany. The artificial bank of the canal was supported in
the inside by a dry wall which cost 15,000 dollars. This
1s found worse than useless. it served as a sieve to carry
off the water and to injure the banks, and it has become
necessary to remove it. The bridges of the canal are so
low that we were obliged to take down our awning.

In one year the incon:. of the company was 16,000
dollars. This, after all expenses, would have afforded a
dividend of 5 per cent. There never has been but one
dividend of 33 per cent. Alexander supposes that a mil-
lion dollars worth of produce may pass down the canal
annually, and as much up in goods. The toll is received
at the Little Falls by Wm. Alexander, and at Rome by
George Huntington.

The following amount of tolls received at the Little
Falls was furnished us by Mr. Alexander :—

1803, : : . : : 10,916 59
1804, . . : : . 9,749 36
1805, : . . : : 10,178 05
1806, : . . . : 7,235 30
1807, : . . . : 10,972 61
1808, . . . . : 4,700 08
1809, : . . . : 4,723 41
1810, as yet, . . : : 4,313 83

The rates of toll have been reduced since 1808, in order
to meet the charges for transportation by land.

In April and May last there passed the falls, 151 .boats.

In June, . . . . 91 «

242
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Two boats passed through the locks in our presence—
one a Durham boat from Ithaca with potash, part of which
came from Owego. This boat draws when full loaded,
28 inches of water, and can carry 100 barrels of potash,
or 240 of flour. It paid in lockage at Rome 816 50.

MISCELLANEOQUS.

The mountain which forms the south-western extremity
of the Falls is very elevated and called Faill Hill. A turn-
pike runs at its foot adjacent to the river. This mountain
Is the barometer of the Little IMalls; it covered with fog
in the morning, it invariably denotes a rainy day.

In entering from the east into the narrow part of the
river at the Little Falls, we saw on the north side large
holes dug, which we were told were made by money-
seekers from Stone Arabia.

We saw excellent window-glass made in a factory in
Oneida, and japanned and plain tin-ware is made for
wholesale and retail in this place. The rainy weather
Induced me to procure thicker stockings; for a pair of
coarse worsted I paid 11s., and for two pair of cotton
hal{ stockings, 6s. 6d. each.

9th July—As before-mentioned we departed from the
Little Falls at four o’clock, with an intention of reaching
Utica, in which we succeeded, after a laborious day’s work.
at ten o’clock at night.

We met two empty boats going down to Schenectady,
which had been to Utica with goods; as the wind was
favorable, they probably reached their place of destination
this day. We breakfasted at the toll-keeper’s at the Ger-
man. Ilatts, 64 miles from Schenectady.
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The canal here is through the Flatts, a delightful body
of low lands, wi:ich look like the flats of Esopus, and were
first settled bv the Palatines. The canal is 1} mile long,
24 feet wide, and 4 feet deep. The land through which it
is cut cost the company 120 dollars an acre. It is 1ur-
nished with a guard lock to prevent too great a flux of
water. The embankments afford a delightful walk and the
expense of cutting the canal could not exceed that of a
good turnpike. A lock here cannot, with economy, be more
than 6,000 dollars. The lock was filled in five minutes
for our boat to pass. The canal here ought to have been
extended further to the east, in order to have avoided
ancther difficult rapid, and this could have been done at a

trifling expense.

The village of German Flatts is a small place on the
south side of the river and near the toll-house. The first

Indian treaty, after the peace, was made atit. It contains
a stone house which was picketted during the war and
was called Fort Herkimer. The stone church was also

used as a fort during that period, and the loop-holes for
seeing through are still visible.

A bridge crosses the river 65 miles from Schenectady,

and leads to the village of Herkimer, a flourishing place.
The river is narrow at this place, and the West Canada

('reek from the north falls into it, on the east side of the
bridge.

We dined on the south side of the river about 71} miles
from Schenectady, in the open air, at a saw and carding-
mill owned by a Mr. Meyer; 74 miles from Schenectady
we passed under a new bridge, and a mile further we saw
the commencement of Cosby’s manor. This may be con-
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sidered the ccmmencement of a new country ; the hills
retreat from the river, the land grows better. the river
narrows, and beach and sugar maple supply the place of
willow busiies which cover the banks below. About 76
miles on t!:e south side, there was a tree 60 feet high with
an umbrella top, and two-thirds of the elevation without
branches. It is said to be an unique in this country, and
to be visited by strangers who do not know what it is.
Mr. De Witt and Coi. Porter went out of the boat to ex-
amine it ; the distance of its branches prevented them from
determining its kind, but they supposed it to be the Cu-
cumber-tree, which is rarely seen on the east side of the
(Genesee river.

Wild or Indian Hemp was in great plenty on the branches
of the river, also a beautiful wild flower, whose botani.-
cal name is Oscis, and of which there are six different
kinds in the western country.

There 13 also abundance of Mandrake or Wild-lemon,
a delicious fruit as large as a Love-apple. Its leaves are
large, and it is about a foot or eighteen inches high. It is
a plant, not a shrub.

Morris and Van Rensselaer having pre-occupied Baggs’
tavern, where we intended to quarter, we put up at Bil-

linger’s tavern in Utica.

UTICA.

July 10th.—The Board met, all present, and adjourned
to meet at Rome on the 12th instant.

Utica is a flourishing village on the south side of the
Mohawk ; it arrogates to itself being the capital of the
Western District. Twenty-two years ago there was but
one house ; there are now three hundred, a Presbyterian

4
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Church, an Episcopal, a Welch Presbyterian, and a Welch
Baptist ; a Bank, being a branch of the Manhattan Com-
pany, a Post Office, the office of the Clerk of the County,
and the Clerk of the Supreme Court. By the census now
taking, 1t contains 1,650 inhabitants. Two newspapers
are printed here.

The situation of the place is on low ground, a great
part of which is natural meadow. It derives its impor-
tance from its situation on the Mohawk, the Seneca turn-
pike which communicates with the heart of the Western
country, and the Mohawk and Schenectady turnpike,
which leads to Schenectady on the north side of the Mo-
hawk, independently of a good free road on the south side.

Produce is carried by land from Utica to Albany for 8s.
per 100 lbs. ; by water to Schenectady, for 6s. When
the Canal Company reduced the toll, tie wagoners re-
duced their price, in order to support the competition.
Country people owe merchants, and pay their debts by
conveyances of this kind, and in times when their teams
are not much wanted for gther purposes.

Utica bears every external indication of prosperity.
Some of the houses are uncommonly elegant; the stores
are numerous and well replenished with merchandize.
The price of building lots is extravagantly high. Lots,
correspondent to double lots in New York, sell here from
four to .:'igh' hundred dollars. The Bleecker family own
1200 acres In the village and its vicinity, and by at first
refusing to sell, and by leasing out at extravagant rates,
they greatly injured the growth of the place. They seem
now to have embraced a more liberal policy. They have
made a turnpike of two miles, and a bridge over the Mo-
hawk, to carry the traveling through their estate; and
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they have opened streets for sale. They recuntly sold
2% acres at auction, for $9,000. The land was divided
into 28 lots, fifty by one hundred feet. Judge Cooper of
this place bought, about ten years ago, 15 acres for $1,500.

which would now sell for $20,000.
The capital of the Manhattan Bank is $100,000. The

building is improperly situated close by stables, and is
much exposed to fire. In consequence of the trade with
Canada, specie is continually accumulating here. [t af-
fords a great facility for the transmission of money to and
from New York. A small Bank in Connecticut, named
the Bridgeport Bank, of which Doctor Bronson is Presi-
dent, discounts notes here through a private agent. Hav-
ing made an arrangement with the Merchants’ Bank of
New York, to take its notes, they became in good credit,
and had an extensive circulation. As the Branch did not
receive their notes in payment, they were constantly ac-
cumulating a balance against the institution. With aview
to meet this evil, and to turn the tables on the adversary
institution, the Branch now take the Bridgeport notes. I
found that it is projected by the Directors to increase the
stock of the Bank to 8500,000; to distribute it in the vil-
lage, and to maintain its dependence upon, and connection
with, the Manhattan Company, in order to prevent it from

becoming a federal institution.
The town of Whitestown contains, besides Utica, two

considerable villages, West Hartford and Whitesborough.
This district of country has twenty-two lawyers.

I met here Bishop Moore, on a diocesan visitation to
confirm the members of his Church. Also, Col. Curtenius.
Dined at Mr. Kip’s, who lives in handsome style, and who

received us with great hospitality.
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July 11tk. Morris and Van Rensselaer were to travel
by land as before; here we met Gen. North and the Sur-
veyor. We proceeded by land to Whitesborough, four
miles from Utica, and there we divided, some of the com-
pany continuing to go by land and others taking to the
boats.

Two miles from Utica we visited a famous cheese-
maker, named Abraham Bradbury, an English Quaker.
He has rented a farm of 163 acres, for $500 per annum.
He keeps thirty-six cows, and makes upwardz of 400
cheeses a-year. Besides the cheese, the milk will support
a great number of hogs. He is assisted by his wife and
two sisters. His cheese is equal to the best English
cheese that 1s imported, and he vends 1t for 1s. 3d. per
pound. Notwithstanding his high rent, he clears upwards
of 81000 a-year by his establishment.

On Sauquoit Creek, a mile from Whitesborough, there is
a large manufacturing establishment for spinning cotton.
The works go by water. It is owned by a Company, and
is denominated the Oneida Manufacturing Society. The
stock is said to be profitable, and to be forty per cent.
above par. It employs forty hands, chiefly young girls,
who have an unhealthy appearance. It is on Arkwright's
plan, and contains 384 spindles on six frames.

Whitesborough contains the Court-House, and is a
handsome village. Several lawyers reside here on ac-
count of the Court-House. The ‘cderal candidate for
Governor has a handsorne house. Eight miles from Utiea
we passed Oriskany, where Herkimer’s battle was fought.

We arrived at Rome for dinner, and put up at Isaac
Lee’s house, which is a large double three-story frame
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building, called the Hotel. 1le rents it and ten acres of
land from Dominick Lynch, for 8250 a-year.

Reme is on the highest land between Lake Ontario and
the Hudson, at Troy. It is 390 feet above the latter; six-
teen miles by land and twenty-one by water from Utica,
and 106 miles by water from Schenectady. It is situated
at the head of the Mohawk River and Wood Creek, that
river running east and the Wood Creek west. You see
no hills or mountains in its vicinity; a plain extends from
it on all sides. It has a Court-House, a State Arsenai, a
Presbyterian Church, and about seventy houses. Its ex-
cellent position on the Canal, which unites the Eastern
and Western waters, and its natural communication with
the rich counties on Black River, would render it a place
of great importance, superior to Utica, if fair play had
been given to its advantages. But its rising prosperity
has been checked by the policy of its principal proprietor.
When he first began to dispose of his lots, he asked what
he called’a fine of £30, and an annual rent of £7 10s., for
each lot for ever. Ilis subsequent conduct has been cor-
respondent with this unfavorable indication, and has given
Utica a start which Rome can never retrieve.

Two lots, sixty-six by 200 feet, sell from $200 to 8250.
Wild land in the vicinity sells from $10 to 812 50 per
acre, and improved land for #25. A Company was in-
corporated the last session of the Legislature, for manu-
facturing iron and glass, and half the stock is already filled
up. The place has a Post Office and four lawyers. Rome
being on a perfect level, we naturally ask from what has
it derived its name? Where are its seven hills ? Has 1t

been named out of compliment to Lynch, who is a Roman
Catholic ?
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Rome was laid out into a town, after the Canal was
made or contemplated. It derives its principal advantages
from this communication. Independent of the general risa
it has given to Lynch’s property, it has draiped a lai'go'QgL
swamp for him near the village, which would otherwise
have been useless; and yot he demanded from the Compa-
ny, at first, 87,000, and at last, 85,000 for his land, through
which the Canal was to pass. The appraisers gave him
but nominal damages—one dollar. *

The Canal at Rome is 13 miles long; 32 feet wide at
top, and from 25 to 3 feet deep. The locks are 73 feet
long and 12 wide; 10 feet lift on the Mohawk, and 8 feet
on Wood Creek.

July 12th. The Commissioners had a meeting here ; all
present. Adjourned to meet in Geneva. At this meeting
the Senior Commissioner was for breaking down the
mound of Lake Erie, and letting out the waters to follow
the level of the country. so as to form a sloop navigation
with the Hudson, and without any aid from any other
water.

The site of Fort Stanwix or IFort Schuyler is in this
village. It contains about two acres, and is a regular
fortification, with four bastions and a deep ditch. The
position 1s important in protecting the passage between
the lakes and the Mohawk river. It is now in ruins, and
partly demolished by Lynch, its proprietor. Since the
Revolutionary War a block-house was erected here by the
State, and is now demolished. About half a mile below
the Fort, on the meadows, are the remains of an old fort,
called Fort William ; and about a mile west of Rome, near
where Wood Creek enters the Canal, there was a regular
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fort, called Fort Newport. Wood Creek is here so nar-
row that you can step over it.

. Fort Stanwix is celebrated in the history of the Revo-
lutionary War, for a regular siege which it stood. And
as this and the battle of Oriskany are talked of all over
the country, and are not embodied at large in history, 1
shall give an account of them, before they are lost in the
memory of tradition.

After having dined on a salmon caught at Fish Creek,
about eight miles from Rome, we departed in our boats on
the descending waters of Wood Creek. And as we have
now got rid of the Iiastern waters, it may be proper to
make some remarks on the Mohawk River.

This river is about 120 miles in length, from Rome to
the Hudson. Its course is from west to east. The com-
mencement of its navigation is at Schenectady. It isin
all places sufficiently wide for sloop navigation; but the
various shoals, currents, rifts, and rapids with which it
abounds, and which are very perspicuously laid down on
Wright's map, render the navigation difficult even for bat-
teaux. The Canal Company have endeavored, by dams
and other expedients, to deepen the river and improve
the navigation, but they have only encountered unneces-
sary expense; the next freshet or rise of the river has
either swept away their erections or changed the current.
Mr. Weston, the engineer, from a view of the multifarious
difficulties attendant on such operations, proposed to make
a canal from Schoharie Creck to Schenectady, on the
south side of the river; he only erred in not embracing
the whole route of the Mohawk. The valley formed by
that river is admirably calculated for a canal. The ex-
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pense of digging it will not excoed that of a good turnpike.
The river is good only as a feeder.

The young willows which line the banks of the river,
and which are the first trees that spring up on alluviums,
show the continual change of ground. No land can be
more fertile than the flats of this extensive valley. The
settlements here were originally made by migrations from
Holland and Germany. The grants under the Dutch
Governor were from given points on the Mohawk, em-
bracing all the land south or north, meaning thereby to
include only the interval land, and deeming the upland as
nothing. Chief-Justice Yates said, that he recollected a
witness to state in Court that he had travelled from Kin-
derhook to Albany and found no land.

The Mohawk is barren of fish. It formerly contained
agreat plenty of trout—it now has none. The largest fish
is the pike, which have been caught weighing fourtcen
pounds. Since the canal at Rome, chubb, a species of
dace, have come into the Mohawk through Wood Creek,
and are said to be plenty. A salmon and black bass have
also been speared in this river, which came into it through
the canal. It would not be a little singular if the Hudson
should be supplied with salmon through that channel.
The fails of the Cohoes oppose a great impediment to the
passage of fish; but the Hudson is like the Mohawk, a
very sterile river in that respect.

We saw great numbers of bitterns, blackbirds, robins,
and bank swallows, which perforate the banks of the river.
Also, some wood-ducks, gulls, sheldrakes, bob-linklins,
king-birds, crows, kildares. small snipe, woodpeckers,
woodcock, wrens, yellow birds, phebes, blue jays, high-
holes, pigeons, thrushes, and larks. We also saw several
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king-fishers, which denote the presence of fish. We shot
several bitterns, the same as found on the salt marsh.
The only shell fish were the snapping turtle and muscle.

We left Rome after dinner-—~five Commissioners, tne sur-
veyor, and a young gentleman. Morris and Van Rensse-
laer were to go by land and meet us at Geneva.

We went this day as far as Gilbert's Tavern on the
north side of the creek, six and a-half miles by water, and
four and a-half miles by fand, from Rome.

We saw a bright red-bird about the size of a blue-bird.
Its wings were tipped with black, and the bird uncom-
monly beautiful. It appeared to have no song, and no one
present seemed to know its nume. [Isaw but three be-
sides in the whole course of my tour, one on the Ridge
Road west of the Genesee River. It 1s, therefore, a rara
avis.

On the banks of the creek were plenty of boneset, the
Canada shrub, said to be useful in medicine, and a great
variety of beautiful floweving plants.  Wild gooseberry
bushes, wild currants, and wild hops were also to be seen.
The gooseberries were not good; the hops are said to be
as good as the domestic ones. In the long weeds and
thick underwood we were at first apprehensive ot rattle-
snakes, of which we were told there are three kinds—the
large and the small, and the dark rattlesnake. But neither
here nor in any part of our tour did we see this venom-
ous reptile. The only animals we saw on this stream
were the black squirrel and the hare, as it is called in
Albany, a creature white in winter, of the rabbit kind.
although much larger.

About a mile from the head of the creck we passed a
small stream, from the south, called Black or Mud Creek.
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Above Gilbert’s the Company have erected four wooden
locks, which are absolutely necessary, at a small expense,
when compared with their stone locks at the Little Falls,
which cost 8500. The Company have also shortened the
distance on the whole route of the creek about four miles,
the whole distance being about 28 miles, by cutting canals
to meet the serpentine bend of the stream. It is suscepti-
ble of being shortened, so as to make only sixteen miles.
The State reserved a thousand acres on the south side,
from Gilbert’s down to the Oneida Lake, to be applied to
the improvement of the navigation. This landis overrun
by squatters. From some causes which cannot be satis-
factorily explained, unless connected with our mission,
the stock of this Company can now be bought for 8200 a
share—the nominal value 1s $250.

We passed, on the north side of the creek, the appear-
ance of an old fortification, called Fort Bull. The re-
mains of an old dam, to impede the passage of a hostile
fleet, and to assist the operations of the fort, were also to
be seen. Although there is now a road on that side of the
creek, yet in those days there could have been no march-
ing by land with an army. The transportation of pro-
visions must have been impracticable by lard ; and, in-
deed, the general appearance of the country exhibits a
sunken morass or swamp, overgrown with timber and
formed from the retreat of the lake.

Gilbert’s house is a decent comfortable house, consider-
ing the little resort of travelers. The grounds around it
are overflown by the creek, and the situation unhealthy.
He had procured fresh salmon from Iish creek for us, at
6d. a lb. We found it excellent. In the neighborhood of
Gilbert’s there is said to be good bog ore ; we saw speci-
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mens furnished by a man who had come to explore the
country for that purpose.

We rose early in the morning, and breakfasted at the
Oak-Orchard, six miles from Gilbert’s on the south side of
the river. The ground was miry, and in stepping into the
boat, my foot slipped, and I was partly immersed in the
creek. The captain assisted me in getting out. The
dampness of the weather, and the sun being hardly risen,
induced me, for greater precaution, to change my clothes.
This trifling incident was afterwards magnified by the pa-
pers into a serious affair.

Near Gilbert’'s, the Canada Creek comes in from the
north side, a mile west the Rocky or Black Creek, from
the south. At Oak-Orchard the first rapid commences;
as the creek was extremely low, we requested the locks
to be left open above, two or three hours before we
started. This furnished us with a flood of water, and ac-
celerated our descent. We found, however, that we went
faster than the water, and had frequently to wait. The
creek was almost the whole distance choked with logs,
and crooked beyond belief; in some places after bending
in the most serpentine direction for a mile, it would return
just below the point of departure. From Wright's sur-
vey, the distance—

Miles. Chains.
From Gilbert's to the mouth of the creek, by the

old route—is : S : : . a1l 24
By the present route, as unproved by the Canal

Company, . : . : . . : 17 61
On a straight line, which is practicable for a

Canal, . . . . . : : . e 44

We stopped at Smith’s, a German, who lives on the
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south side of the creek, and about eight miles from the
Oneida Lake. The creek is sandy, and very winding from
this place,—the sand, accumulated at such a distance from
the lake, demonstrates the truth of my theory respecting
the formation of the ground from Rome to the lake.
Smith is not forty years of age, and has been settled here
fifteen years. He has six daughters, five of whom are
married ; two sons, twenty-five grand-children, and one
great-grand-child, who almost all reside in his vicinity.
The female part of his descendants were assembled to
rake his hay ; their children were brought with them, and
the whole exhibited a picture of rural manners and rude
industry, not unpleasing.

About six miles from the lake we saw the remains of a
batteaux, sunk by the British on their retreat from the
siege of Fort Stanwix.

Four miles fromn the lake we dined at one Babbits’, on
the north side of the creek. We found, on such occa-
sions, our own provisions and liquors, and were only pro-
vided with house-room and fire for cooking. The family
were obliging and simple. They had been forewarned of
our approach, and their attention was turned towards the
contemplated canal. As they are the proprietors of the
soil, which was purchased from General Hamilton, they
were apprehensive that the canal would be diverted from
them, and pass through Camden, and the old lady said she
would charge us nothing, if we straitened the creek and
lowered the lake. The only potable water here is from
the creek, which is very bad, and no other can be pro-
cured, as the creek is on a level with the surrounding
country. The family furnished us with tolerable vinegar,
made of maple juice. The old lady, on being interroga-
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ted as to the religion she professed, said that she belonged
to the church, but what church she could not tell. The
oracle of the familv was a deformed, hump-backed young
man, called John. On all occasions his opinions were as
decisive as the responses of the sybil; and he reminded
us of the Arabian Night’s Eintertainment, which 1epresents
persons hump-backed as possessed of great shrewdness.
John told us a story of Irish Peggy, a girl whom he de-
scribed as going down in a batteaux, so handsome and
well-dressed that she attracted him and all the young men
in the neighborhood, who visited the charming creature ;
that on her return some weeks afterwards, she looked as
ugly as she had been before beautiful, and was addicted
to swearing and drunkenness; that she had been indi-
rectly the cause of the death of three men; that one of
them, a negro, was drowned in a lock, who had gone to
sleep on the deck of the boat, in order to accommodate
her and her paramour; that another fell overboard,
when she had retired wiih her gallant, and prevented by
it assistance that might have saved him; and that the
third one experienced a similar fate. The commodore
did not fail to extract amoral from John's story, favorable
to the cause of good morals; and admonished him to be.
ware of the lewd woman, “whose house is the way to hell,
going down to the chambers of death.”

A boat passed us at this house, which speared a salmon
with a boat-hook in passing under a bridge. The fre-
quent passage of boats, and the shallowness of the wa.
ters, terrify the salmon from ascending in great numbers
beyond this place.

We passed James Dean’s old house on the right, about
two miles from the lake. He first went among the Onei-
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das as a silversmith, vending trinkets. He afterwards
acted as an interpreter, and coaxed them out of large
‘racts of land. He 1s now rich, a Judge of Oneida coun-
ty, has been a member of Assembly, and is & prominent
Federalist.

Fish Creek enters Wood Creek, a mile from the lake,
on the north side. . It is much larger and deeper, and
derives its name from the excellent fish with which it
abounds, up tc the Falls, which are ten miles from its
mouth. It is frequented by great numbers of salmon;
and we saw Indians with their spears at work after that
fish, and met two canoes going on the same business, with
their pine knots and apparatus ready for the attack. The
Indians have reserved the land on each side of this creek,
in order to secure themselves the benefit of fishing.

The confluence of these streams makes a considerable
river from this place to the Oneida Lake, deep, wide, and
gloomy, and resembling the fabled Avernus. You can
see the track of its black and muddy waters a consider-
able distance in the great basin into which it discharges.

We arrived at Mrs. Jackson’s tavern, at seven o’clock,
near the mouth of Wood Creek, which enters Oneida
Lake from the north-east. To the west, the eye was lost
in the expanse of waters, there being no limits to the hori-
zon. A western wind gently agitated the surface of the
waters. A number of canoes darting through the lake after
fish in a dark night, with lighted flambeaux of pine knots
fixed on elevated iron frames, made a very picturesque
and pleasing exhibition. We walked on the beach, com-
posed of the finest sand, like the shores of the ocean,
and covered with a few -straggling trees. Here we met
with an Indian canoe, filled with eels, salmon, and mon-
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strous cat-fish. In another place we saw the native of
the woods cooking his fish and eating his meal on the
beach. We could not resist the temptation of the cold
bath. On returning to the house, we found an excellent
supper prepared ; the principal dish was salmon, dressed
N varidus ways.

The salmon come into this lake in May, and continue
till winter. They are said to eat nothing. This is the
season of their excellence. They formerly sold for one
shilling a-piece; now the current price 1s sixpence a
pound. The salmon are annoyed by an insect called a
tick, and run up into the cold spring brooks for relief.

Near this tavern there are to be seen the marks of an
old fortification, covering about one-eighth of an acre, and
called the Royal Block-House. In this place, Col. Porter
and the young gentlemen made a tent of the sails and set-
ting poles, and, with the aid of a fire and our mattrasses,
had a good night’s lodging. The other Commissioners
slept in the house; the window panes were out and the
doors open. 'The resort of Indians and the sandy ground
had drawn together a crowd of fleas, which, with the
musquitoes, annoyed us beyond suflerance the whole
night. Some of the family sat up late; the creakings of
a crazy old building and the noise of voices, added to our
other annoyances, completely deprived us of rest. The
house was in other respects a comfortable one. The ice,
which we used to correct the badness of the creek water,
had a pleasant effect.

We found here a new species of mullen, with a white
bushy top of flowers. Sometimes the top was yellow.
The common mullen was also plenty.

July 14th. Although the wind on this lake is generally
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easterly in the morning and westerly in the afternoon, yet
we had no other resource than our oars. At the entrance
of the Wood Creek, and about fifty rods from its mouth,
we found a sand.-bar forty rods wide. The shallowest
part was two feet deep, and the channel between three
and four feet wide.

The Oneida Creek comes in on the south side of the
lake. At its mouth it is about as large as Wood Creek,
and as you ascend one-third larger. There are no bars
at its mouth. The salmon go up as far as Stockbridge.
This Creek, Wood Creek, and Canaseragas Creek, are
the principal sources which supply the Oneida Lake.
According to the general computation, this lake is thirty
miles long ; but it does not exceed twenty miles in length,
and from five to eight in breath. In winter it freezes,
and 1s passable in sleighs.

The waters of the lake were saturated with small dark
atoms, which render them unsalubrious, and when drank,
operate emetically, and produce fever. This, in the
language of the boatmen, is termed the lake blossom.
Whether it arises from the farina of the chestnut, or any
other trees that blossom about this time, the eggs of in-
sects, or collections of animalcule, we could not deter-
mine. We examined the water by a microscope, and
could come to no conclusion. If I were to give an
opinion, it would be, that it is not an animal substance,
but small atoms swept into the lake by the waters of Wood
Creek, from the vegetable putrefactions generated in the
swamps and marshes through which that stream runs.

independently of several collections of sand and reeds,
which can hardly be termed islands, and of an islet about
the middle of the lake, which has a single tree, and looks
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at a distance like a ship under sail, there are two islands,
about two miles from the outlet, half a mile from the
south shore of the lake. They are within a short distance
from each other. One island contains fourteen acres, and
the other, called Frenchman’s Island, twenty-seven acres.
A person can wade from one to the other; and bears, in
swimming the lake, frequently stop here to rest. These
islands belong to the State.

One of the islands is called the Frenchman’s Island,
from a person of that nation, who took possession of it
about fifteen years ago, with a beautiful wife. He resided
there until the cold weather came, and then he wintered
in Albany, Rome, or Rotterdam. He had a handsome
collection of books, musical instruments, and all the ap-
pendages of former opulence and refinement. He was
apparently discontented and depressed—cultivated a hand-
some garden with his own hands, and sowed half-an-acre
of wheat, which had a beautiful appearance. His wife
bore him children here, and altogether he had three. He
became by practice a very expert fowler, hunter, and
angler, and was a hard-worker. He lived here seven
summers. He spent a winter at the Oneida Castle, and
sent his clothes for washing sometimes to Albany. When
he first came, he had a considerable sum of money, and.
becoming poor, he sold some of his books for subsistence,
and he bartered some valuable oneg io Major Dezeng for
two cows. Hle was very proud and reserved—uwent at
last bare-headed, and the general suspicion was, that
jealousy was the cause of his s~clusion. They visited
their neighbor Stevens, at the outlet, twice a.year. We
were told by Mrs. Stevens, that his name was Devity or
Devitzy ; that his countrymen in Albany made a subscrip-

D
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tion, which enabled him to go to I'rance, with his family ;
that she returned the visits of the family, and found them
apparently happy ; and that in her opinion, the French-
woman had no extraordinary pretensions to beauty.

We stopped at a house at the north side of the lake, In
the town of Bengal. The proprietor bought sixty-six acres
from J. Munro, for four dollars an acre. The family were
eagerly engaged in the salmon fishing, and they told us that
they sometimes caught with the seine one hundred per day ;
that fifteen fill a large barrel, for which they ask twelve
dollars in salt. They also informed us that shad recently
came up the lake. The salmon frequently weighs twenty
pounds. The black or Oswego bass is a fine fish, some-
times weighing eight pounds, and is like our black fish, but
harder.

As we approached Rotterdam, we saw a seine drawn at
the mouth of a small cold brook, and six salmon caught at
a haul. A kingfisher, as large as a hawk, was also flying
about for prey. We amused ourselves on our voyage
over the lake, by trolling with a hook and bait of red cloth
and white feathers, and caught several Oswego bass, yel-
low perch, and pikes.

We dined at Rotterdam, a decayed settlement of George
Sinba’s, eleven miles from the outlet, containing eight or
ten houses, and exhibiting marks of a premature growth.
There are mills on a small creek, and while at dinner, our
men speared several fish in it—among others, one eighteen
inches long, spotted, the head like a cat-fish, and down-
wards resembling an eel, but like a dog-fish in shape.
Some called it an eel-pout, and others a curse. It appears
to be a nondescript.

Sinba’s agent, Mr. Dundass, was abcent at Salina,. We
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were well received by his house-keeper, and dined on
chowder, prepared by Gen. North. The thermometer here
was at 75°. We were told that fleas infest all new set-
tlements for the first two years, particularly in pine or
sandy countries, and that we must not expect to escape
tham. Our Commodore appeared old and decayed, al-
though there were two older men among the Commis-
sioners. Supporting himself upon a stick, he attracted the
commiseration of an old man, seventy years of age, in the
log-house this morning, who rose from his seat and said.
“Old daddy, shall I hand you a chair?” We were happy
to see our chief revive under the potent influence of port
and chowder.

After dinner we continued our voyage with an adverse
wind. As the evening shades prevailed, we were saluted
with the melancholy notes of the loon. We passed three
boats under sail going up the lake.

This night we slept at Stevens’s, at the outlet of the lake,
nine miles by land and eleven by water from Rotterdam.
T-re commences Onondaga or Oneida river, the only out-
let of the lake, about as large as the mouth of Wood Creek.
The bars at the outlet are rocky, wide, difficult to remove.
and so shallow that a horse can easitly pass over them.
There are two eel weirs here, in which many are caught.
Stevens has lived in this place, which 1s in the town of
Constantia, eighteen years; has rented it for seventeen
years, at 876 a.year. e has no neighbors within four
miles on this side of the river. On the other side is the
town of Cicero, in which there are several settlements.
This is a clean house, in which we were as well accommo-
dated as the situation of the country would admit.
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There is a small island at the mouth of the river, con.
taining six acres, and belonging to the State, for sale.

Several Onondaga Indians were here. Numerous boats,
traversing the river at night for salmon, and illuminated
with fine flambeaux, made a brilliant appearance. A
curious fungus or excrescence of the pine, with thirty rings,
denoting thirty years’ growth, was shown here. It is used
for bitters and is very scarce. Black raspberries grow wild
in great abundance. They composed, with fresh salmon,
the principal part of our supper.

Stevens’s i1s itwelve miles from Salina by land, and thirty-
two by water. The salt used in the country is brought
the latter way, and is purchased at the spriugs for s. or
18. 6d. per bushel.

Land in Cicero or Cato, is worth from thre= to five dollars
per acre. Stevens told us that they had no uther preacher
than Mr. Shepherd, who lived over the river in Cicero;
that he formerly resided in Goshen, and got threc military
lots as captain or major of artificers, althcugh not legally
entitled to them,—that Judge Thompson, a member of
the Senate, and of Orange county, received one lot as a
fee for his services in getting the law passed.

Stevens’s house is one quarter of a mile from the mouth
of the lake. Deer come close up to it. We saw an adder
and another snake sunning themselves on the ramparts of
Fort Brewster, in the rear of the house. This was erect-
ed in the French War, was a regular work, ditch and bas-
tions, all covering about an acre. This must have been
an important pass to defend, and would now be an excel-
lent site for a town. It belongs to Chancellor Lansing,
who asks fifteen dollars an acre.

On Sunday, about five weeks back from this day, a ter-
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rible tornado was felt at this place, about sundown. The
wind was south-west and attended with rain. It had
nearly unroofed the house, passed over Camillus, the salt
springs, was felt at Rome about nine o’clock, and pro-
ceeded down the Mohawk.

The following questions are worthy of consideration, in
reference to lowering the outlet of the lake :—

1. May it not lower or drain oiv the ~wotey f Wood
Creek ?

2. May not the draining of th. land render the country
more unhealthy than at nresent ?

July 15th. Sunday. The surveyor being employed
in taking the level of the outlet, we did not get out until
eleven o'clock. QOur object was to reach Three-River
Point this day. The distance by land is seven, and by
water, eighteen and three-quarter miles. The whole
length of the outlet is, then, nineteen miles. In width it
varies from forty to one hundred yards. The banks are
low, and covered on both sides with nut, cak, and maple,
and beach trees, denoting the richest land.

Four miles from Stevens’s, Comeroy Creek enters the
river, on the south side. IFor a considerable distance be-
low there is shallow water with a stony bottom, rapid cur-
rent and rift, more difficult than the one at the outlet,
making a fall of three-and-a-half feet.

On our way down, 1 saw several large flocks of ducks and
two large eagles. (ol. Porter shot one of them on the wing
-—he was alive, and measured eight feet from the extremity
of one wing to another. lle was a bald eagle ; his talons
were formidable ; head and tail white. At Three-River
Point he beat off several dogs in a pitched battle.

After having dined aboard, near one Vickery’s, whose
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house was well filled with Lyons’ speeches, we proceeded,
and passed the grave of a drowned Frenchman, who once
shot a panther when in the attitude of leaping at him,
nine feet and eleven inches long. The head is now in
Walton's store, at Schenectady.

Before sundown we reached Three-River Point. This
place derives its name from the confluence of the Oneida
and Seneca Rivers, and the river formed by this junction, is
then denominated Oswego River. It lies in Cicero,
on the south side of the Oneida River, is part of a Gospel
lot, and an excellent position for a town. All the salt-boats
from the Springs, and the boats from the Cayuga and
Seneca Lakes, rendezvous at this place; and we found the
house, which is kept by one Magie, crowded with noisy
drunken people, and the landiord, wife, and son were in
the same situation. The house being small and dirty, we
took refuge in a room in which were two beds and a
weaver's loom, a beaufet and dressers for tea utensils, and
furniture, and there we had a very uncomfortable collation.

Col. Porter erected his tent and made his fire on the hill,
where he was comfortably accommodated with the young
gentlomen. I reconnoitered up stairs; but in passing to the
bed, I saw several dirty, villainous-looking fellows in their
bunks, and all placed in the same garret. I retreated from
the disgusting scene, and left Gen. North, Mr. De Witt,
and Mr. Geddes, in the undisputed possession of the dtéic
heds. 'The Commodore and 1 took possession of the beds
below ; but previous to this, we were assured by an ap.
parently decent girl, that they were free from vermin, and
that the beds above were well stored with them. Satisfied
with this assurance, we prepared ourselves for a comfort-
able sleep, after a fatiguing day. But no sooner were we



PRIVATE JOURNAL. 71

lodged, than our noses were assailed by a thousand vii-
lainous smells, meeting our olfactory nerves in all direc-
tions, the most potent exhalation arising from boiled pork,
which was left close to our heads. Our ears were invaded
by a commingled noise of drunken people in an adjacent
room, of crickets in the hearth, of rats in the walls, of
dogs under the beds, by the whizzing of musquitoes about
our heads, and the flying of bats about the room. The
women in the house were continually pushing open the
door, and pacing the room for plates, and knives, and
spoons ; and the dogs would avail themselves of such op-
portunities to come in under our beds. Under these cir-
cumstances sleep was impracticable ; and, after the family
had retired to rest, we heard our companions above rolling
about restless in their beds. This we set down to the
credit of the bugs, and we hugged ourselves on our superior
comforts. We were, however, soon driven up by the an-
noyance of vermin. On lighting a candle and examining
the beds, we found that we had been assailed by an army
of bed-bugs, aided by a body of light infantry in the shape
of fleas, and a regiment of musquito cavalry. I retreated
from the disgusting scene and immediately dressed myself,
and tock refuge in a segar.

Leaving the Commodore to his meditations, I went out
on the Point. The moon was in its full orb and blaze of
unclouded majesty. llere my feelings were not only re.-
lieved, but my mind was clevated by the scenery before
me. The ground on which I stood was elevated; below me
flowed the Oneida River, and on my left the Seneca poured
its waters, and uniting together they formed a majestic
stream.  I'locks of white geese were sporting on the water
—a number of boats Iving moored to the banks—a white
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tent erected on the right, enlivened by a blazing fire-~—an
Indian f..t on the opposite bank, displaying the red man
of the fores:, and his family, preparing for the sports of the
day—the bellowing of thousands of frogs in the waters, and

the roaring of bloodhounds, in pursuit of deer and foxes,
added to the singularity of the scene. My mind became
tranquilhized, and I availed myself of a vacant mattrass in
the tent, and enjoyed a comfortable sleep of two hours.

The next day, Gen. North and myself found bed-bugs
on our persons. As this is the most frequent and formi-
dable enemy to sleep that we encountered, it may not be
amiss to state, that a flannel shirt is said to be a good
protection against them, and that camphor, put under your
pillow, is represented to be more efficacious.

Salina is thirteen miles by water from this place. In
the neighboring town of Camillus, a quarry of gypsum has
been discovered, of the grey kind, and said to be very
good. A Company, called the Onondaga Gypsum Com-
pany, has been established to work it.

July 16th. We left this disagreeable place as soon as
light would permit, aitd gave it the name of Bue Bay,
which it will probably long retain.

Three-River Rapid commences about two miles from the
Point. Here we saw salt-boats below the rapid, which
unloaded half their cargoes in order to get over it,—also
rofts from tne Cayuga Lake, which had been detained
four weeks, by the lowness of the water. The rafts in-
tended to form a junction at Oswego, and to proceed over
Lake Ontario, and thence down the St. Lawrence to
Quebec. It is supposed they will bring 820,000 at that
place. The attempt is extremely hazardous. Below the
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rapids, there was an encampment of Onondaga Indians:
some of their canoes were composed of klm Bark.

Two or three miles farther we passed a rapid, called
the Horse-Shoe Rapid. The Oswego River:is about
twenty-four miles long. The fall from Three-River Point
to Oswego, 13 about 112 feet. It contains a great many
rapids, which 1 shall specify. Considering that it i con.
stituted by the Oneiwua and Seneca Rivers, which proceed
from the Oneida, the Onondaga, the Cayuga, the Seneca,
the Canandaigua, the Oswego, and the Skeneatelas Lakes, it
1s surprising that it is not larger. It is about the width of
the Mohawk, and appears like that river reversed. The
river scenery is delightful. The large and luxuriant trees
on its banks form an agreeable shade, and indicate great
fertility.

After proceeding seven miles, we breakfasted at a fine
cool hrook on the north side, and at the foot of Iorse-
Shoe Rapid. Our breakfast consisted of common bread,
Oswego bread and biscuit, coffee and tea, without milk,
butter, perch, salinon, and Oswege bass; fried pork, ham,
boiled pork and Bologna sausages, old and new cheese,.
wood-duck, teal and dipper. Some of these, luxuries as
they may appear on paper, were procured by our guns and
fishing tackle, on our descent. We saw plenty of wild
ducks, some wild pigeons and partridges, some of which
we shot. We were also successful in trolling for fish. The
crane, the fish-hawk, the king-fisher, and the bald-eagle,
we saw, but no bitterns on the descending river. At this
place we tasted the wild cucumber, the root of which is
white and pleasant, with a spicy, pleasant taste. Why it
18 called the cucumber is not easy to imagine, as there is
no point of resemblance.
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In a smart shower we arrived at the celebrated Falls of
Oswego, twelve miles from Three-River Point, and twelve
miles from Oswego. There is a carrying place of a mile
here, the upper and lower landing being that distance
apart. At both landings there were about 15,000 bar-
rels of salt, containing five bushels each, and each bushel
weighing fifty-six pounds. It is supposed that the same
quantity has been aiready carried down, making altogether
30,000 barrels. The carriage at this place is one shilling
tor each barrel. Loaded boats cannot with safety descend
the Falls, but light boats may, notwithstanding the descent
1# twelve feet, and the roaring of the troubled waves
among great rocks is really terrific. Pilots conduct the
boats over for one dollar each; and being perfectly ac-
quainted with the Falls, no accidents are known to hap-
pen, although the least miss step would dash the vessels to
atoms. The IFalls are composed of high rocks, apparently
granite. 'The ascent by boat is impracticable.

On the south side of the river is Hannibal, in Onondaga,
and on the north side, Fredericksburgh, in Oneida County.
The State has reserved forty acres at the Ialls, on the
north side, which Joshua Forman has leased for eighteen
years, and has erected a saw and grist-mill, by which he
has blocked up the ancient carrying-place, that did not
excecd one hundred yards. He is the proprirtor of the
adjacent land, on both sides of the river. There are a few
houses at the carrying-place, and an excellent quarry of
free-stone, between the two landings. A little below the
Upper Falls, a ravine, the ancient bed of a creek, appears,
which falls in just below the Lower. Here a canal might
be easily cut round the Falls.

We left our squadron above the Upper Falls, and hired
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a boat to conduct us to Oswego, from the lower landing.
The wind was adverse, and the weather showery, but the
descent was so favorable that we progressed with great
rapidity. The river downwards is full of rapids, which I
shall notice, and the banks precipitous and rocky. We
dined at L.. Van Volkenburgh’s tavern, two miles on our
way, and on the north side. This situation is very plea-
sant ; two islands opposite the house. On cur way we
saw fragments of the rafts before-mentioned, at different
places all along the river.

A strong rapid, eight miles from Oswego, is called by
the boatmen Braddock’s Rift, by a misnomer. It ought
to be denominated Bradstreet’s. At the foot of this rapid,
there is an island of ten acres, called Bradstreet’s island,
where, our pilot told us, he was defeated by the Indians,
who attacked him from each side of the river. The island
18 in the center, and the river narrow. Here tradition is
contradictory to history.

We passed a number of salt-boats. The commerce in
salt 1s great between Oswego and the Falls. As we ap-
proached the former place the country bore marks of cul-
tivation ; the banks became more elevated, the current in.-
creased in force, and the rapids in number. About seven
miles from Oswego we encountered a rapid called Smooth
Rock Rapid. Six and a-half miles, the Devil’s Horn ; six
miles, the Six-Mile Rift; then the Little Smooth Rock
Rapid, the Devil's Warping Bars ; four miles, the Devil's
Horse Race; and one mile from Oswego, the Oswego Rift,
a violent rapid, nearly as bad as the Cswego IMalls, having
a fall of at least five feet.

We arrived at Oswego at seven p. m., and put up at a
tolerable tavern, kept by L. Parsons, called Colonel. He



76 DE WITT CLINTON.

was second in command in Shay’s insurrection, and for-
merly kept an inn in Manlius-Square. He was once se-
lected as foreman of the Grand Jury of Onondaga County.
He appears to be a civil man of moderate intellect ; deter-
mined, however, to be in opposition to government, he is
now an ardent Federalist. He gives two hundred dollars
rent for an indifferent house. Another innkeeper gives
three hundred for a house not much superior; and this
little place contains already three taverns.

July 17th. Oswego is a place celebrated in our colonial
history as one of .the great depdts of the fur trade. It
was strenuously contended for by the French and Eng-
lish, in their American wars. During the Revolutionary
contest it was occupied by the British, who held it in de-
fiance of the treaty of peace, until it was delivered up
under Jay’s treaty. As an important post, commanding
the communication between the lakes and the waters that
communicate with the Hudson, it must ever claim the
attention of Government.

It 1s situated on the south side of the Oswego River,
near its entrace into Lake Ontario, in latitude 43° 27’ 52",
as ascertained by the Surveyor-General, in 1797, with
great exactness, when he laid out a town here. The
State reserved No. 1, in the military tewnship of Hanni.
bal, as public property. The streets are laid out one hun-
dred feet wide, and their course is determined astronomi-
cally, north-west and south-east, 22° 12', and northeast and
southwest, 67° 48". Those running parallel with the river
are denominated First, Second, Third, &c., and the streets
intersecting them are called after the signs of the Zodiac.

The blocks are 396 feet long, and 200 feet wide. It is
contemplated by the plan, to have a fish-market, and a
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common market on the river. Ground is reserved for a
public square of fourteen acres, for an Academy, a Prison,
Court-house, and Cemetery.

The houses are not built on this plan, and are huddled
together in a confused manner. There are at present
fourteen houses, six log-houses, six warehouses, and five
stores, and five wharves, covered with barrels of salt, at
which were four square-rigged vessels. A Post-office,
Custom-house, three physicians; no Church, or lawyer.

The salt trade seems to be the chief business of this
place. There was a brig on the stocks. There belong
here eleven vessels, from eighty-two to fifteen tons, the
whole tonnage amounting to 413. To Genesee River, one
of twenty-two tons; to Niagara, two—one of fifty, and one
of eighty-five, making 135 tons; to Uswegatchie, two, of
fifty tons each ; to Kingston, in Upper Canada, eight, from
ninety to twenty-eight tons; and to York, two, of forty
tons each, all engaged in the Lake trade.

In 1807, 17,078 barrels of salt were shipped from this
place. In 1808, upwards of 19,000, and 3,000 were not
carried away for want of vessels. In 1809, 28,840 bar-
rels were sent directly to Canada, and this year it will
exceed 30,000. Saltnow sells at Kingston, at 84 50 per
barrel, and at Pittsburgh at from 88 50 to #9.

A barrel of salt at Oswego costs 82 50 in cash; and
at Salina 82, probably 81 50. By a law of the State
salt cannot be sold by the State lessees for more than 63
cents per bushel.

The conveyance of a barrel of salt from Salina to the
Upper Falls of Oswego is, in time of good water, two shil-
lings—in low water, three shillings. The same price is
asked from the Lower Falls to Oswego.
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The distance from Oswego to Niagara 1s 160 miles.
It takes a fortnight to go up and return. The vessels
carry from 170 to 440 casks, and the conveyance of a
cask costs fifty cents. The lake can be navigated six and
a half months in the year. The wages of a common sai-
lor are $20 per month. If the inland navigation was
perfected, salt could be conveyed to Albany for three
shillings per bushel. Two-thirds of the salt that is ex-
ported from Oswego, is consumed on the Ohio.

Two men of the name of Alvord, in partnership, manu-
facture 4,000 barrels of salt at Salina, annually, which
have been sold at Pittsburgh for 810 per barrel, until re-
cently. The Collector says that the value of property ex-
ported from Oswego in 1808, amounted to near $536,000.
In the time of the embargo, the value of property carried
out of a district wos known. None of this went directly to
Canada. In 1807, it vas 8167,000 more. Upper Canada
is supplied with teas and mazt India goods through this
place. The press of business is in spring and fall. In
winter this 1s a place of no business, and all the stores
are shut up. Now two of their merchants intend to
carry on trade in the winter. There is no fur trade.
The value of the carrying trade from Oswego IFalls here,
last year, amounted to $40,000.

Sturgeon have been caught in the lake that weigh 100
pounds. The Muscalunga, a very fine fish of the pick-
erel kind, is sometimes got of 45 pounds weight. The
white fish, a very delicious fish, is also had here in the
fall. Salmon have been caught at Van Valkenburgh’s, in
the open part of the river, in every month of the year.
They sometimes weigh 37 pounds. The boats frighten

them away, and as they are very shy, they are not so nu-
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merous a8 formerly. In the spring of the year they are
in the best order. Big Salmon Creek is their favorite
haunt. There are two kinds of bass in the river—black,
or Oswego bass, and rock bass. They differ in shape.
The salmon pass Oswego in April, in great numbers, and
are caught at that time. In September and October, when
they return to the lake, they are again caught ; but at this
season none are to be procured.

In Oswego and Seneca Rivers, and 1 think in Oneida
River, considerable circular collections or piles of gravel
are to be found, in the water near the shore, and some-
times on the margin of the water. Many are to be seen
at very short distances, and they are evidently the work
of some animal, exhibiting uniformity and design. As
they appear the latier end of June, or beginning of
July, when there are no freshets, and when the salmon
and bass ascend, it is supposed they are erected by fish.
By some they are called bass-heaps, and by others they
are imputied to lamprey eels.

The river at Oswego is twelve chains wide. All the
lake rivers have bars at their mouths. The bar in this
river is eight and a half feet deep, the channel is about
two rods wide, and the mouth of the bar is about 150 feet.
Where the river enters the lake its course is to be traced
by the blackness of its waters. The lake water is green,
transparent, and fit to drink.

In walking on the banks of the lake, we should have
thought ourselves ¢n the shores of the Atlantic, were we
not stepping on immense piles of granite and schistic, which
defend the land against the inroads of the water. The
eye is lost in the immensity of the waters. Ontario is as
large as the Caspian. 1t never freezes throughout. Its



80 DE WI'tT CLINTON.

length varies from 120 to 180 miles, and its breadth is
about 60. It has been observed that the lake diminishes;
and this 1s attributed by some to the removal of the ob-
structions, bars and rocks, at the outlet. We saw a brig
from Kingston enter the port with a'fine north-easterly
wind. Here is a brig of the United States, mounting 16
guns, and one thirty-two pounder, which was driven on
the beach last winter by the ice. As soon as the British
heard of the building of this vessel they immediately
built a thirty gun brig, in order to have a superiority on

the lake.
On the south-west side of the river, and on the banks

of the lake, are the ruins of an. <ld French fort, with
ditches and bastions, and stone buildings in ruin, which
were probably magazines. The side bounded by the lake
is level, and not ditched, so that unless 1t was defended
here by wooden erections, it was only intended to protect
against attacks from the land. This fort has covered four
or five acres. There is a burying-ground near, and a few
head-stones. The only one inscribed has the following :~—
“ Roger Cor Bert, 1742.”

Quere.—May not there have been an ancient Indian
fort, adjacent to the French fort? Appearances may

warrant this surmise.
The French had another fort to the south of this some

distance, and not far from the lake.

In the village, commencing at Parson’s tavern, the seat
of the contemplated Fish Market, and extending between
three and four hundred yards up on the river, are to be ob-
served the remains of old Dutch trading houses. The
stone foundations yet remain even with the ground. The
doors opened inside, and there was another tier of houses
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in the rear, forming an oblong square. The whole was
intended as a safe depository for goods, and to keep off
the Indians.

Fort Oswego is on the north side of the lake. Its lati-
tude, as astronomically determined, is 43° 28' 5”, It was
erected by the English, and abandoned as a garrison by
the government, about ten years ago, and i1s now little
better than a heap of ruins. The State have reserved a
mile square, including the fort, for such works of defence
as may be necessary. It is a regular fort, and: has been
strong. It had bastions, diten, palisadoes, and bomb-proof
castle. It covered, with all its appendages, about ten
acres, and the interior contained three. The barracks
are pulled down or burnt. The stone with which this
work was erected was taken from the French forts and
Dutch houses at Oswego, where the Dutch had erected
stone houses for trading, and from whence they were ex-
pelled by the French. On one of the stones in the dry
mason work of the fort, is *“ 1711,” supposed to be taken
from a Dutch house. Another stone, cut in two, from the
half letters it probably had «1727.” On another is in-
scribed “St. Hyde—Clarke, Serjeant 3d Regt., 1742.”
On another, ¢“ Robert Hutton, 1742 ;’ on another, ¢ 1741;"
on another, “ A. L. 1742 ;" another, * 1749.” There are
two stones reversed : on one is inscribed, “ Rosiol Thomas.
the black Dane, 1742 ;” and on the other, “ A. H. Philips.
1761.”” These inscriptions being reversed, show that
they were cut before the stones were put in the walls.

Near the fort, a large stone was dug, two feet under
ground, marked “ Nicholas Schuyler, Esq., 21 August,”
the year effaced. This the collector, Joel Burt, Esq..
has on the outside of his chiraney back.

G
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When the Indians are interred, their guns, kettles, and
wampum are buried with them. An Indian grave was
dug up on the banks of the lake a few days ago; the
bones were in a high state of preservation. His wampum
and kettie were found with him, but no gun. This inter-
ment must have taken place seventy years ago.

Grind-stones are procured here, and answer very well,
called Oswego grind-stones. I found a curious pumice
stone on the lake shore, like a wasp’s nest, and as if perfo-
rated by. that insect.

The first house erected here since the evacuation by
the British, was built by Mr. Joel Burt, of Orange county,
who has been settled here scven years. He has six sons
here, with families, and none have experienced any con-
siderable sickness. He had not a single neighbor. He
had to go forty miles to mill, and 100 for other provisions.
He has considerable land in this country, and intends to
augment by purchasing No. 6 in Hannibal, which runs
back of the village, and which he believes can be pro-
cured for six dollars per acre, from one Cunningham, in
Orange. One of his sons is Collector and Post-master.
We saw in the post office, several County Columbians,
and the Guardian, of Upper Canada, printed at Niagara,
by one Woolwich.

The embargo enriched the frontier settlements, and the
impediments to a free intercourse with Canada became
very unpopular. In this vlace there was a combination
to resist the execution of the embargo laws. The Col-
lector was menaced, and his life jeopardized ; and he is
now harassed with suits for refusing clearances for ves-
sels to go to Sackett’s Harbor, with potash, &ec.

The owner of a wharf, of the name of Wentworth, an-
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nounces: to the public that he shall charge no wharfage
for vessels that load at his wharf, but that others coming
to it must pay—the one nearest the wharf fifty cents per
doy; the one next, twenty-five; the third, twelve and
one-half, and the fourth, six and one-fourth. One hour to
he considered a day.

At this place we saw a Yankee, whom we had before
seen at Three-River Point, exploring the country for land.
He journeyed on foot, appeared to be acute, and was not
a little forward. He expressed an anxiety to travel with
us, and said he had bargained for No. 6 Camillus, at
three dollars per acre. 1ie was particularly anxious abou!
the title. His whole behavior was characteristic, and
he no doubt intended to squat on the first choice land he
could select, belonging to the State. As a contrast 10 the
Yankee, we saw a Frenchman, his wife, and children, and
another Frenchman on his voyage from Niagara to Mon-
treal, in a small boat, twice the size of a common canoe.
He was a mason and cooper, and on the look out for
better times. He had been three and a half days on hi-
way here. His blankets were salls ; two of his three boy-s
rowed ; he coasted along the lake. IHe had four chairs, a
kettle, pans, &c., three or four barrels, two dogs, a fishing
spear, and iron frame for pine lights, a crab net, fishing
lines and gun. With these accommodations he provided
for his large family—the whole exhibiting poverty, filth, and
happiness. With his blankets and sails, he had, in conse-
quence of high winds, encamped here for a day or two.

At Parson’s house there was a girl making straw hats.
She could make one worth six dollars in nine days. In
various places people make their own hats of coarse
straw.
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We were informed here that five hundred American
wood-cutters had gone over to Canada to cut wood, and
that after they had completed their operations, their tim-
ber and staves were seized by two persoas to whom the
King’s right had been sold by the Government. A re-
servation of all pines for the use of the King is contained
in his patents or grants. The general opinion was that
the King was entitled to none, except such as were marked
“G. R.” by his surveyor.

Mr. Kibbie, a salt merchant, informed us that salt
works were erected on the Great Kenhaway, seventy
miles from Pittsburgh, which would undersell us at that
place, for seven dollars per barrel. On subsequeni in-
quiry, we had reason to suppose that this was a false alarm,
raised for speculating purposes ; that the Kenhaway navi.
gation 1s almost impracticable ; and that the water is of a
very inferior quality, and the salt works, if any, on a very
limited scale.

The Surveyor-General injured one of the bones of his
arm in a fall; and this very unpleasant accident, which we
were fearful would deprive us of the benefit and pleasure
of his company, at first threw us into a gloom. But in the
course of the day he was greatly relieved by medical aid,
particularly by the application of opodeldoc. Our Sur-
vevor is fond of poetry and botany, and in other respects
a man well-informed, considering his opportunities ; of
considerable sagacity, weli-behaved, and a very clever
fellow. The commodore’s son was unfortunately deaf
{rom his infancy. He has read a great deal; his memory
is tenacious, his mind not discriminating, and his temper
bad. There is no other way of communicating with him
but by signs or writing.
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July 18th. We left Oswego in the morning, and in
order to facilitate the passage of the boat over the worst
rapids, we walked on the south side of the river five miles,
to Pease’s Tavern, where we took a collation. During
the walk, Mr. Geddes showed us the place of the canal
and locks, as proposed by him. We dined, and put up
for the night at Van Valkenburgh’s Tavern. About four
miles from this tavern north, there is a new beaver dam,
inhabited by beavers. 1 regret that we had not heard of
this in time, as I should have undoubtedly visited this sin-
gular building. There is also an excellent trout stream
near this house.

This must have been the night of the great frost, which
destroyed so much corn in the western country. We
rose at three o’clock, and found it cold, although we
walked three miles to the Upper Falls. The Commodore
had a quarrel with the landlord, who wanted to extort
four shillings too much for carrying our baggage to the
Upper Falls. The landlord was appointed a Justice last
winter, and says he does not thank the Council for it ; be-
cause he says he is a Republican. He pertinaciously in-
sisted on his charge, and said, “* What odds does it make
to you—the State pays for it !”

We cmbarked, after this important dispute was accom-
modated, in our own boats, at five o’clock, and breakfasted
after going two miles, at the widow Van Waggoner’s, on
the north side. On the south side, and half-a-mile from
the Upper I'alls, there is a fine lake for fishing, two miles
long and one broad, called I'ish Lake.

During our absence there was a ball at the Upper Falls.
and one of the boatmen broke it up by cutting off' a dog's
tail, and letting the animal loose among the young woinen,
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whose clothes it besmeared with blood. This exhibits a
picture of barbarous manners that would hardly be prac.
tised at Kamschatka.

When we arrived at the foct of Three-River Rift, we
cot out on the south side, and walked to the head of the
rapid. We passed in our walk an Indian encampment,
of four families. There was a babe naked in a blanket :
another fastened to a board ; and an Indian boy of some
size destitute of clothes. Between two divisions of the
dwelling, and in the center, there was a fire to accommo-
date each department, if it may be so called. Venison and
fish of different kinds were hung for drying or roasting.
Indian girls were making wampum, and the men actively
employed on the river spearing fish.

We arrived at Three-River Point at three o'clock, and
found all the family sober. Most of them were sick with
the dysentery, although the house was comparatively clean
and decent. The Captain says that he has seen Ann, the
airl of the house, drink three glasses of whisky, succes-
sively, although the commodore wag so much pleased
with her that he gave her a dollar. We had a hearty
laugh at our IPederal friends, when we understood that
Magie is a violent Federalist, and probably will soon esta.
blish a Washington Benevolent Society.

The commodore insisted upon chowder for dinner.
This detention, and the consequent dilution of port, in a
very hot afternoon, detained us till five o’clock, and ex-
posed us to great danger in traversing the waters of the
Seneca at night.

There is a rapid near the confluence, called Ganseris
Rift ; beyond this the river is deep and black, apparently
without a current until you arrive at Jack’s Rift. The



PRIVATE JOURNAL. 87

banks are low and covered with wood. This river is
nearly as wide as the Mohawk. On the approach of
night it has a very unpleasant smell, and fever seems to
hover over you. [t looks like the Valley of the Shadow
of Death, to borrow an idea from Gen. North. There is
no house until you progress seven miles, to the cold spring
on the right bank, where there is a log dwelling, and a
cooper’s shop for supplying Salina with salt barrels. A
mile farther, the outlet of the Onondaga Lake falls into
the river, on the left side. It is said there are muscles
here as large as clams.

At eleven o'clock at night we arrived 2t Dr. Jonas C.
Baldwin’s, who has erected a dam across the river, cut a
canal round the rift, and made two locks at this place. It
is distant twelve miles from Three-River Point by water,
and four by land. We were detained for a considerable
time, before we could find our way into the mouth of the
canal. The Doctor has faid out his village on Lot 85
Lysander, and called it Columbia. It is distant thirteen
miles from Onondaga Court-house. There is a grist-miil
and a saw-mill at this place.

Geddes had left us in the course of the day, and had
walked home across the country. In his way he stopped
here, and gave the Doctor notice of our approach, and
luckily found his wife there on a visit. The family had
sat up for us, but being tired out, had gone to bed, except
a daughter, who had gone to n neighboring house which
exhibited lichts. We knocked the Doctor up, but the
Commodore and one of the young gentlemen had gone to
the house which was lighted, and being apprised of their
mistake, returned over the bridge conducted by Miss
Baldwin and her friend. and as the night was dark, they
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were accompanied by lights. Their appearance at a dis-
tance was like that of mortals who had gone astray, re.
turning into the right road guided by genii. Our recep-
tion here was very friendly. The hands of the Morris
had refused to proceed from the cold spring, until Capt.
Clark agreed to give them an extraordinary compensation.
[t appears that we had mollified ours, by giving them four
dollars as footings, being a collection made by those who
had never before passed the Oneida Lake and Oswego
IFalls. On the Doctor’s chimney we saw excellent stone,
brought from the head of Sencca Lake, which is deemed
so handsome and valuable for chimney-pieces that a long
piece has sold here for two dollars.

July 20th. 'The day being showery, we spent this day
and night here. During an interval of fair weather, the
Surveyor took the level of this part of the rift, and found
the descent at the locks eight and a-half feet. The width
of the river at the dam is about twenty-three rods, and
below the dam a toll-bridge is nearly completed over the
river, The length of the canal is 100 rods, the width
twenty feet, and its depth six feot. There are two locks;
the left one i1s six and a-half feet; the other, three and
a-half feet. The length of tho upper lock is eighty feet,
and its breadth twelve and a-half. The length of the
lower lock is eighty-five feet, and its breadth thirteen.
The rapid, where the canal is located, is called McNarry’s
Rift, but it composes part of Jack’s Rift. What renders
it peculiarly bad is the rocky bottom, which defies the
settng-pole. Jack’s Rift extends ten miles above Colum.
bia, and is very shallow and bad at the upper end. The
canal and dam have been erected under a law of the
State.
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In November, 1809, there passed through the canal 85
vessels ; in December, 16; in April, 1810, 61; in May,
1810, 73 ; in June, 1810, 59. Seoveral vessels pass over the
dam in seasons when the water is high. The proprietor
says that the whole establishment cost 812,000 or $13,000.
'The locks and canal probably did not exceed $3,000.

The saw-mill in this place is owned by Burr, the cele-
brated bridge builder, who has a house here, and is con-
cerned in the establishment. Itis intended to have 23
saws. The tolls received here amounted-—

In April last, to . : . w115 49
In Moy « . ‘o . . 167 91
In June © . . . . 141 40

Totnl, : . : S424 R0

The Doctor keeps a small store. Several frames of
houses are rising. Lots of half an acre each have been
sold from 850 to 8150, lHe lives in two or threeo log
houses connected together, with monstrous chimneys, and
two beds in a room.

The river was never so low; the apron of the dam
does not appear to be calculated to promote the passage
of fish. No. 7 Camillus, is on the oppousite side of the
river, and belongs to the Company. A fine pit of potter’s
clay is at this place. Wesaw a plant called Indian straw-
berries, headed like the strawberry, and not good to eat.
It looks like the flower called Prince’s I'eather.

The blackness of the Oneida lake, and the insalubrious
quality of its waters, are owing to its being fed by streams
originating in swamps. The other lakes, which are pure
and transparent, are supplied by rivers which rise on hills.
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Dr. Baldwin is of opinion that the blossom of the Oneida
lake arises from wood.

July 21st.—DBreakfasted at Columbia this day, and de-
parted at seven o’clock. The family would receive no com-
pensation, and behaved with great hospitality. The Doc-
tor sent on board of our boat a saddle of fine lamb. Col.
Porter left as a present with the young lady the “ Domini-
can,” a novel in two volumes, and the Commodore slipped
tto the hand of a little girl a bank bill. While here we
amused ourselves in having a cockade made, and put in
the commodore’s hat, but as soon as he discovered it he
pulled it out as a forbidden badge. The hands on board
of the Morris evinced a musinous spirit yesterday, and
threatened to leave us, complaining that they were pushed
too hard. On being treated with proper spirit, they took
wisdom for their counsellor, and behaved well to-day.

The river maintained the same gloomy, dark appear-
ance, with low sunken sides, as'we progressed. The peo-
ple were now taking in their wheat harvest, which was
abundant. We saw a beautiful flower called an Indian
Pink. We passed No. 8 Camillus, on the south side, be-
longing to me, about seven miles from Columbia. It cor-
ners just below a bridge intended to be built, and a ferry.
Its situation on the river is low, and is what i1s called a
narrow lot : that is, the narrowest part is on the river.
Land on the opposite side, has sold for 85 an acre.

We stopped in No. 35 Camillus, where there is a settle-
ment made by one Simpson, and an Indian orchard of 40
old apple trees. On the right side, for a great distance,
there are extensive groves of pine trees. We met a Dr.
Adams crossing the river in a canoe, with his saddie-bags
under his arm, and clothed in a dark home-spun gown, to
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visit a patient. He describes the country as healthy, al.
though he states that Baldwin’s dam has raised the river
six inches, at the distance above of eight miles. Mr.
Geddes says that he saw a trout killed which had in its
belly two field mice and a ground squirrel. Black is the
color of squirrels in the western country; you see few
gray ones.

We dined in the woods, ten miles from Coluinbia, on the
north side, and at the head of Cross Liake. Visiting an adja-
cent house, and seeing three lusty women at the wash-tub,
none of whom was older than forty, we thought we would
involve the commodore in a scrape, through the medium of
his curiosity, and told him there was a woman at the house
100 years old, with gray eyebrows, and that her faculties
were remarkably good. He immediately left the boat in
a great hurry, and paced with uncommon rapidity through
a hot sun, to the house, and inquired with great earnest-
ness for a sight of the old woman. Instead of meeting
the fate of Orpheus, he was received with laughter, and
returned completely hoaxed.

Cross Lake 1s five miles long, and one broad; in some
places it is very deep, and in others contains large reeds
and high grass. It abounds with ducks, andis formed by
the passing of the Seneca river through a large swamp.
We quartered at Wordworth’s, a small log house, fourteen
miles from Columbia, on the right side of the river, which
1s here twenty-four rods wide from Cross Lake, and near
fifty feet deep. The insalubrious appearance of the coun-
try, and the heavy fogs on the river, added to the sickness
of Captain Clark of the Morris, frightened me from taking
a matrass with Col. Porter in his tent, although I knew
that sleep could not be expected in the house. This place
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i in the town of Cato, and in the military township of
Brutus. There is scarcely any population on the river,
owing to its unhealthiness. The settlements are back.
Woodworth gave for his land four dollars an acre, four
years ago, and his family have been afflicted with fever
every year but the present. Three of us spread our ma-
trasses on the floor; three slept in two beds in a little
room, and three in the tent. In the common sitting room
there were, besides, the family bed and a trunnel.-bed for
the children. We were not deceived in our expectations
with regard to sleep. The crying of children, the hard-
ness of the boards, the chirping of crickets, the flying
of bats, clouds of musquitoes, and a number of other nui-
sances, effectually prevented repose. We rose at four,
and found that.our medicinal prescriptions had rendered
Capt. Clark much better.

July 22d.—The river being clouded with a thick, heavy
fog, we thought it prudent to take breakfast before we
moved.

Between Woodworth’s and Musquito Point, there are
three shallows, principally with rocky bottoms. One at
the mouth of Skeneatelas outlet, two miles from Wood-
worth’s, one at Hickory island, five miles, and the other at
Musquito Point, on the right side of the river. These
shallows vary in depth from four to six feet. The mouth
of Owasco outlet is nearly opposite Musquito Point. The
Canada thistle is at Woodworth’s ; it is not so tall as the
common thistle, and is spread over the country. There
are several ferries on the river, and the farmers were
busily engaged in their harvest.

The wind became favorable part of the way, and we
arrived at Musquito Point, eight miles, at eleven o’clock
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William Lyon keeps the tavern, which has a masonic
sign, and appears to be a decent house. It is on thirty-
seven Brutus, and two years ago he bought it of an uncle
for seven dollars an acre. He thinks that Baldwin’s dam
has injured the salmon fishery. There is a good road from
here to Oswego; the distance is thirty miles.

After leaving Musquito Point we encountered a bafifling
wind, and were compelled to drop our sails. We saw on
the river the white and yellow lily in great beauty, to-
gether with the cat-tail and the wild eglantine on the
bank. I had a sight of another red bird ; the first, I saw
on Wood Creek. There were also cranes and fish-hawks,
but no bitterns.

About three-quarters of a mile from Musquito Point,
there is a large island of 2,000 acres, on which are some
military Jots, in the township of Brutus. On a north-west
bay, to the north of the island, and four miles from Mus-
quito Point, are the Galen Nalt Works, a Company incor-
porated at the last session of the Legislature. There is a
salt-spring on Hickory Island, before-mentioned ; and there
are others on the north side, a mile and a half below the
mouth of Skeneatelas outlet, owned by S. N. Bayard, but
whether worked or not, I am uninformed.

A squall took us in the bay, and we halted at Bluff' Peint,
nearly opposite the Galen Salt Works, where there is a
great turn in the river. Here is an old clearing, and the
grass has been recently cut. The site is an elegant one
for a house. Here we met a bare-headed man, shooting
ducks for some sick people in Galen ; he said that he had
seen deer within an hour.

The Cayuga marshes commence at Bluff Point and
extend to the Cayuga Lake, so as evidently to have formed
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but one lake. In coming up to Seneca River, wo saw, ten
or twelve miles below, small pieces of the inarshes, which
had been carried down..by a violent freshet some time be-
fore. The marshes ore principally composed of grass,
and they look like the salt-marshes on the seacoast, being
overgrown with high grass, sometimes eight or ten feet
high, in which were many wild ducks. The distance from
Bluff Point (where high lands on cach side of the river
approach, and which may be considered as the eastern ox-
tremity of the original lake), to Montezumna, is four miles.
The luke here has been filled up, and the marshes formed
by depositions of mud, carried down the Seneca and
Canandaigua Rivers. The bottom is muddy throughout,
and the soundings averaged four feet. Mud Creek, which
{orins a junction with Canandaig