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A

TR E AT ISE

CONCERNING THE

Truth of the Chriftian Religion.

A
f

HerE is not any one thing
that we ought to enquire 1n-
to with fo peculiar an ex-

altnefs, as the truth of that religion
which we belicve; nor 1s there any
thing in which we ought to bc {focon-
verfant, and to which we {lhiould be
fo well prepared, as to defend this
great argument, the foundation of our
faith and hope. It is a very prepol-
terous way of ftudy to be able to ar-
gue about the retail of our rcligion ;
I mean the particular doétrines of 1t,
and the {ubdivifions into which it is
broken, and not to know how to main-

tain it in grofs ; when the truth of it
1s called in queftion, either in the pe-
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0 ( mzccmzz':fm' the Truth

tulant way of plof' we liberty, or with
the {ubtilties of philofophy and criti-
cifm. We may have to do with both
in the age in which we live.

Thedivifions among Chriftians have
made the world conclude,thatthey had
a right to prove all thin as, that{o they
may Lnow how to hold f’lﬂ that which
1s good, T'he enthufiafms and hypocri-
{ics of fome, and the loofenc(s and dif-
orders among others; the fuperftitious
magnifying ofimqll mattcrs, and the
contcndmg cagerly for thcm while
the greater, as well as the more ulc
ful and more uncontroverted rules-
have been too.vifibly and generally
neglelted ; have furnifhed them with
171'3JL1dl.CL.S., that muft be confefled to
be buttoo{pecious and plaufible: And
I withfome of us may not have con-
tributed, to rnake many think we arc
fcarccin carnelt in arguing for the truth
of ourrcligion, while ourlives do but
tooopenly teftity that we do not fumly
believe our ewn arguments.

The greatr Author of our religion

has
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has left this woe upon the world, that

offences nuft come ; and the heavieft
part of that woe will certainly fall up-
on thofc by whonr they come. But
when we are enquiring 1nto {o impor-
tant a matter, it certainly becomes us
to free our minds from prcjudicces as
much as we can ; and neither to {ufler
ourfclves to be poflcfled by the firt
impreflions that cducation made up-
on us, nor by our prefent {tations and
cngagements on the one hand; nor to
be fed away by the fury of our appe-
tites and paflions, and the bad exam-
ples that the world abounds in on the
other hand: That fo we may motre
frecly fecarch after truth, and both
find 1t out, and follow 1t.

As a prcamble to what 15 to come
afterwards, let us look into our na-
tures, and {eec if we do notfeel a prin-
ciple within us that both thinks and
alts frecly, which is rorally difterent
from matrer. which neither thinks nor
chules. This principle then fecls that
uws thoughts do divect its freedom mnall

A 2 that



4 Concerning the T ruth

that 1t does, and therefore 1s capable
of good or evil, of reward and punifh-
ment. The more diftinétly that it
thinks, and the more exaltly that it
follows thofe truths which by think-
ing 1t dilcovers, it feels itfelf become
the more perfet; the more that it
can refift all impreffions which arife
either from the conftitution of the bo-
dy, or from outward objeéts and acct-
dents, it grows to enjoy a perfelter
calm within, and is enabled to go
through the fatigues and chances of
life with much more eafe and pati-
cnce, T'he more it refifts the furiouns
cravings of the body, it enjoys a lon-
ger life and perfelter health, There
1s alfo a chain of rules which arvife
out of thefe two qualities, that in the
opmion of all mankind are thc beft
our nature is capable of, which are
veracity and goodnefs, which render
all the f{ocieties of men both fafe and
happy : They eftablifh a confidence,
and maintain an entercour{e in the
world ; they give credit, and draw
eftecm
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efteem ; they endear men to one ano-
ther, and make all the .ties and the
whole neighbourhood and commerce
of life firm and ufeful : And there 1s
alfo a .train of thoughts which run
through a man’s mind and life, whiclh
makes him live with great advantage,
and die with much firmnefls ; which
give him much courage, and attracét
much efteem: Thelc are all things
that 2 man may lafely affirm, {ince
none queftion them; and as no man
who {ecs the conftant mirth in which
fome in Bedlam do pafs their days,
will be from thence tempted to think
that they are truly happy ; {o the mad
frolick in which fome Libertines walte
both their bodies and minds, their
fives and fortunes, has never impofed
{fo far on the world, as to make men
{fo much as to doubt, whether it were
better to be as they are, or to be good
and wife, calm and {ober.

‘This then being laid down, itis a
great {tcp madc in favour of any reli-
gion, if 1t does ¢xadtly quadrate with

| A 3 1t



6  Concerning the Truth

it all: if the principles that it contains,
and the rules that it prefcribes, are o
much of a piece with this, that they
do both improve and fortify it. "L'hus
does not prove it to be true indced,
but it renders it probable; 1t makes
us inclined to believe, or at leaft
to wifh it to be true. The thoughts
of a Supream Being, who made and
preferves all things, who is every-
where, and can do whatfoever he
pleafes, raife vaft ideas in us, and give
a {ort of opening and enlargement to
our powers : T he {enfe of his know-
ing all things, begets a compofure,
and creates an awe; the perfuafion of
his governing the world, gives aquiet,
when we know, that as infinite powe{;
cannot be withftood, fo fovereign wii-
dom cannot be miftaken : nothing can
have {uch influence, both on our lives,
and in our death, asthe beliefof another
world, and of the account that is to be
made after death : nothing firikes the
hatred of fin, or the obligations to vir-
tue deeper, than the whole theory of
the
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the death and fuflerings of Chrift. The
rules given 1n the Gofpel to all the
orders of men, and in all the relations
of life, would make all families and
{octeties both eafy and happy; the ob-
ligation to {trift juftice to all others,
and to an abatement of what in juftice
we might demand from others, by do-
ing as we would be done by : The
rules of not only pafling by, and for-
giving injuries, but of loving enemies,
and doing good for evil; the tender-
nefs as well as the extent of our cha-
rity, the meafures and manner of our
bounty to the poor, the modefty of
deportment, the conde{cending gentle-
nels, as well as the unaffe&ted humili-
ty that are enjoined, have all fuch
charalters in them, {o {uited to our
faculties, and to human fociety; to
the calm of 2 man’s mind, as well as
to the comforts of his life, to fortify
him againft misfortuncs, and to fup-
port him againft the feeblenefs and
frailties of his naturc; that he who
will {uffer himfelf to weigh all thig

careful] ¥,
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carefully, muft feel a ftrong difpofiti-
on to believe a religion to be’ true,
that agrces with the higheft thoughts
that we can have of God, and the beft
feeds or principles that we fecl with-
i ourlelves.

All this receives a valt acceflion
from the Simplicity of the worfhip
prefcribed by 1t, which confifts chiet-
ly in the exercife of the {ublimeft
thoughts that we can entertain of God,
and the juftelt that we ought to have
of outfclves; all which are to be ex-
prefled in the moft genuine and f{im-
ple manner poffible, with the feweft,
but the plaineft and moft fignificant
rites, L'hus a great advance 1s made,
when a man can be induced to lay all
thefe things together. The whole mo-
ral and practical part of Chriftianity,
togcther with the modefty and rea-
{onablenefs of its worfhip, are great
inducements, if not arguments, to be-
licve all the veft of it: and this will ap-
pear the more {enfibly, ifonefets by it
the wdolatry and magick, the cruelties

| and
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and brutalities that have defiled the
whole Gentile world, either as we
find them anttently, even among the
politeft nations of Greece and Rome ;
or as they continue to this day info
great a part of the world, which lies
{till under the darknefs of Paganifm,
according to the defcriptions that na-
vigators and travellers have given us.
Here is the firft foundation to be
laid : to this is to beg added, That a
nation which hates our religion, does
yet retain many books that give a vaft
{trength to it ; and {o much the grea-
ter as they (the Jews 1 mean) have
preferved thofe books with great
care. It was a remarkable ftep, when
thofe books were put in a language
of greater extent, and more certainly
underftood, than that in which they
were firft writ; and that long before
our religion appeared, which was done
by the men of that nation. That tran-
flation was received, and long ufed by
them, which prevented endlefs di-
putes that muft have otherwife arifen
in
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in the beginnings of Chriftianity, con.
cerning the true rendring of many
paflages in them, which relate to an i
extraordinary perfon, that was to be, .
{fent to them, and was looked for by -
them, under thename of the Meffias:
For the Hebrew language, as it was .
little known, f{o it was capable of fuch |
different readings and interpretations, -
that if the matter had not been {etled
betore by an authentical and authoriz. |
ed tranflation,; 1t docs not well. ap-
pear how 1t could have been done, A
Chriftian would not have had credit
enougly, nor a Few honefty cnough
to have given a work of this kind, in
which the world would have acquiel-
ced. Now i1n thefe books, as there
are fome predictions that {cem loofer:
and morc general, {fuch as thofc con-
cerning the feed of the woman, the
feed of Abraham, and the iffue of
David ; {o fome, chicfly of the later
Prophets, fixed upon a period of time,
as that he fhould come during the fe-
cond temple, and within a limited
cour{c
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courfe of years ; and that he fhould be
cut off, but that afterwards zhe cuty

and fantuary fhould be deftroyed : that
defolations were determned till the

- war fhould be at an end. * Now with-

out entring into the exact adjufting of
the time limited of 70 weeks, we do

| cettfunly know that their tcmplc and

city were deftroyed many ages ago;
and but a few years after, that he

| whom we believe to be that Meﬂfm,
had appeared among them, and was
cut off by them: So that cither it muft

bc owned that this was not a truc pro-
phecy, or the Meffias came betore
the deftrultion of Ferufalen: : this ar-
gument reccives a vaft ftrength by
thofe who have madc out the point of
chlonolon'y of thc 70 weeks of years,

-+ that1s 490 years, which docs cxa&ly

»
r

E':

Qéd et , w

agrce to the mtcwal of timec,
Tlns whole matter receivesa areat
conﬁmmuon froni that unvaluablc hit-

* ftory which Fofephus a Fewifl priett,

1 :11'1(1 a man o} grecat leaming and judg-

nmcent,
* Dan. 9. 24, 25, 26, 27
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ment, well {kill’d both 1n civil and mi.
litary affairs, and full of zeal both for
his country and religion, has writ in
{o particular a manner,he having been
an cye-witnels, and a confiderable ac-
tor in the whole affair, Wholoever is
at the pains to compare that difmal
{cene with our Saviour’s predictions,
{ees fuchanagreement between them,
that this 1s no fmall argument toprove

the truth of the whole religion. Nor |

1s it to be paft over without a {pecial
remark, that we have this piece of
hiftory writ by a Zew, who cannot be
{ufpelted; had a Chriftian writ it, he
might, perhaps, have been thought
too partial to his religion; or had a
Roman writ it, he might have been
fulpcCled to have aggravated matters
for raifing the triumphs of his coun-
try; but there lies no poflible colour
of {ulpition againft Pofephus : and fince
he mentions the ftory both of the fore.
runncr, and of the difciple of our Sa-
viour; thisis a great prefumption, ei-
ther that the paflage relating to our

Naviour

,
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Saviour himfelf is genuine, or that if
he {aid nothing of him, it was becaufe
he knew he could fay nothing that
could dcrogate from his credit, and
that he would {fay nothing to raife 1t:
for it is plain from thofe relations
concerning St. Fohn Baptift and St.
Fames, that he was acquainted with
the beginnings of our religion; befides,
that we {ec a particular curiofity pof-
fefled him, of becing well informed
concerning all the different {eéts that
were among them, and their particu-
lar tenets and.- cuftoms.

Therce arc fo many paffages in
the gofpel, of which the Jews muft
have had {uch full and authentical infor
mation, that if they had been falfly re-
lated, 1t muft have been in their pow-
er to have confuted them beyond the
poflibility of a contradiftion. So that
s to this part of the argument, fo
much 1s certain, That the Jews look-
ed for their Meffias during the fecond
temple, and about the time that our
Saviour appeared, which difpofed

B them
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them fo ecafily to hearken to every |
umpoftor, "T'heiwr temple has been de-
{troyed, their nation difperfed, their
ocnealogies loft, by which the cer-
tainty of their being Abraham’s {eed,
{ubfifts no more, and their {acrifices
have ccaled now above 1600 years.
So that their hatred of us, and yet
theiwr boeks agreeing with ours, when
joined together, make no {mall part of
our argument. But now tocome to the
flrength of our caufe, I lay 1t thus.
The gofpels were publiflied n the
time when many perfons were yet
alive, who knew, and were appealed
to, for the paflages contained in them:
which 1s made out thus. Firlt, they
mentton the temple and nation of the
Jews as {hll in being, which fhews
they were written before the defiruc-
tion of Jerufalem: more particularly,
ot. Lukewritthe Afs of the Apoftes
two years after St. Paul’s going to
Rome, with which he ends that book:
and he begins it with the mention of
his gofpel, as writ {ome time before

that,
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that, His golpel alfo begins with an
account of fome other gofpels that had
been then writ. Now St. Paul’s going
to Rome happened two or three and
twenty years after the time of our Sa-
viour’s paflion and refurreftion, {o
catly were thefe things put in writing.
They were no {ooner written, than
they were read inthe affemblies of the
Chriftians, as the Jews were wont to
read the law and the prophets in their
{ynagogues. 'T'his we do find from
* St. Fuftin’s apology, was the prac-
tice of his time, which was lefs than
an hundred years after they werc
written. So that we clearly {ee, thefe
writings were not kept as {ecrets to be
divulged as the depofitaries of them
thought fit, according to the way that
the Romans had ufed about the Sybil-
ltine oraclesy but were immediately
coplied out for the ufe of all the
churches, and of as many private
Chriftians as could compafs the copy-

ing them. The cpiftles of the Apoftles

B 2 do
 Fuftin, Apol. 2.
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do carry in them charaéters that lead
us very near the time in which they
were written : and by comparing thole
of St. Paul with the books writ by
St. Luke, we {eec when moft of his e-
piftles were writ, many of them being
before his going to Rore : Now thele
cpiftles were addrefled to whole bodics
and churches, andthey dooftenappeal
to the life, death, refurreétion and a-
{cenfion of Chrift, as matters which
were then well known, and firmly be-
lieved by all Chriftians: fromall which
I at prefent infer no more, but that
thefe things were publifhed 1n the
time, and were known in many re-
mote provinces, {oon after they were
tran{acted ; and were not kept clofc to
be publifhed in {fome other age, when
1t might have been cafy for bold 1m-
poftors to make any thing pafs with a
credulous mulutude. Now all this
was publifhed ncar the fountain, and
vas {o foon fpread, that in Nero’s
time we know by Zacirus, that there
were great pumbers of them at Lose,
who
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who had fallen under a pudlick odruns,
and on whom Nero, tho’ he had burnt
Rome himfelf, threw the hatred of
that conflagration, and punifhed them
with the {everity that fuch a crime, 1f
truly proved again{t them, had well
deferved. In the gofpels we have
the relations of our Saviour’s miracles,
of many of his tranfaétions with the
Jewtfh ration, {o circumftantiated,
moft particularly the account of his
death and refurredtion, is given fo mi-
nutely, that the Jews, who nught
have been eafily matfters of the books
inwhichthefe were contained, had it iy
their power to haveoverthrownthecre-
dit of them, in many inftances, 1f thecy
had found any falfhoods in them. 1f
they had not f{ealed the {epulchre, or
alked of P:lute a grant to watch 1t;
if that guard had not run away in the
" night, and given out a {tory of their
having fallen aflecp, the Jews could
have well difproved this, upon which
the whole depended. Now as the
Jews were engaged, both out of therr

b 3 hatred
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hatred of our Saviour and his doc- :
trine, and to juftify themfelves from

the imputations of having fhed his

blood, and that of his followers ; to .
have purfued this matter {o clofe, as
to have convinced the world of its
falthood ; fo the progrefs that it made,
did alarm them too much to make a-
any onc imagine that they could de-
fpife it. They had it allo in ther
power, by the regifters which were
in their hands; and at leaft, during «4-
grippa’s reign, they were in{fo happy
and flourifhing a condition, that it
cannot be faid, thar the ill ftate of
their affairs took from them either
the heart or the letfure to look after
this. All which reccived a great con-
firmation from St. Paul’s converfion,
who from being one, not only of their
zealots and Pharifees, but of the moft
“furious perfecutors of this religion,was
fo ftrangely ftruck down, and chang-
ed, while a company of their own
pcople were about him, that he be-
came afterwards the moft fuccefsful

of
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of all the furlt planters of Chriftianity.
He did very frequently appeal to that
matter of fa¢t, i which 1t had been
ealy to have taken away his credit,
if they could have denied it.  So far
then I have gonc to fhew that this
matter was publifhed early, and in
the fight of thofe who were both moft
concerned, and moft able to have de-
teted any deceit that might have
been in it ; who did not by any adt, of
which there remains the leaft print, a.
mong either the writings of their own
nation, or of the other encmics to

Chriftianity, attempt to difcredit 1t.
Had not the gencalogies of Chrift
been taken exaltly out of the temple-
regifters, the bare fhewing of them
had {ferved to have confuted the
whole ; for if in any one thing, the
regifters of their genealogies were
clcar and uncontroverted : {ince thefe
proved that they were Abraban’s
{ced, and likewilc made out therr ritle
to the lands, which from the days of
7ofbua were to pafs down, cither to
immediate
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immediate defcendants, or, as they
failed, to collateral degrees. Now
this fhews plainly, that there was 2
double office kept of their pedigrees,
one was natural, and might be taken .
when the rolls of circumcifion were
made up ; and the other related to
the divifion of the land; 1n which
when the collateral line came inftead
of the natural, then the laft was dropt,
as extinét, and the other remained:
it being thus plain from their conftitu-
tion, that they had thele two orders

of tables, we are not at all concerned
in the diverfity of the two Evangelifts
cn this head, fince both might have
copied them out from thofe two offi-
ces at the temple ; and if they had
not done it faithfully, the Jews could
have authentically demonftratedtheir
error, I intituling our Saviour to that
received charalter of the Meffias, that
hewas tobe the Sozof Davidbyafalle
pedigrec ; therefore fince no excepti-
ons were made in the ume, when the
fight of the rolls muft have ended the

COquILY,
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enquiry, it is plain that they were

faithfully copied out : nor are we now
bound o an{wer f{uch difficulties ‘as

{eem to arife out of them, fince they

were not queftioned in the time 1
which only an appeal could bc made
to the publick regifters themfelves. If
then it is yiclded, that thofe publick
a&tions done in the fightof many wit-
nefles, pafled,without being challenged
or difproved in that time, here was a
ferics of moft wonderful things, done

by a man with a word: He calmed
feas and winds, he fed great multi-
tudes out of a very {mall ftore, which

increafed vaflly as it was diftributed ;

he cured the moft defperate difeales,
fuch as palfics and leprofics: He gave
ficht to the blind, ftrength to the
lame, and hearing to the decaf; he
healed many of their infirmitics ; and
which was more than all the relt. hc

- raifed fome that were decad, to life a-

gain: onc was indced but ncwly dead,
but another was led out to be buried,
and a third had been four days dead:

His
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His own refurretion, afcenfion, and
the wonderful effufion of the Holy
Ghott, furpafled ali, and were the con.
firming feals and teftimonies of his
whole do&rine ; and proved that he
was fent and authorifed by God. And |
befides the miracles which were
wrought by thofe whom he lent to
preach his doétrine, the gift of tongues
that they had, as it was abfolutely
neceflary for the difcharge of their
commifiion, of going to teach all nau-
ons; fo it was of a nature not to be
capable of an impofture; fince it was
in the power of every fingle man to
have difcovered the truth or falfhood
of it. In other miracles it may be fug:
gelted, that witneffes might be fo ma.
naged, as to carry on the credit of
them, true or falfe: but the Apoftles
having given this out as a part, and a
main part of their hiftory, we cannot
{uppole but that this was true, other-
wife the falfhood of it muft have been

difcovered, and with it the whole
muft have {unk.
If
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If thefe extraordinary things were
really tranfacted as they are related,
it cannot be pretended that they were
the =ffelts of {ome {ecrets in nature,
which our Savicur might know: for
tho’ the load-ftone may be plaid with

- -
{fo much variety, asto amufe a fimple
man ; and tho’ jugglers by a flight of
hand {feem to do wonders; yet the
valt variet7, as well as the great ufe-
fulnefsof our Saviour’smiracles, fhews
he was not limited to a few fecrets,
which work always one way : nor
~wére the wonders he did, fhews of
pomp, that do only amufe; but they
were things of fuch ufe to mankind,
that it very well became one who was
fent of Ged to prove his miffion by
them : nor can it be {aid that imagi-
nation wrought powerfullv, and made
people fancy they {aw things that
they faw not ; or that the perfuafion
- which fome took up, might {o ftrike
their fancy, as really to cure their dif
eales; for tho’ a hypocondrizcal per-
lonmay be deccived, efpecially in
the



the dark or twi-light, yet numberts of
people in full day-light could not a-
gree in the fame muftakes : {fome ef-
fcétswere too fignal to be {o miftaken;
{uch as, for a man born blind, to be
made to {ee by a word ; or for a fform
to be calmed with a rebuke;and tho'
in critical difeafes, fuch as fevers,
which lic in the fermentations of the .
blood, a ftiong conceit may have a
real operation; yet chronical diftem-
pers, and natural defects go not off by
tancy. Nor can it be thought that
thefe wonderful operations could come
from the affiftance of an cvil {pirit;
for fince our Saviour’s doftrine tend-
cd wholly to pull down the kingdom
of Satan, to dcftroy idolatry and ma-
gick, and to root out all immorality,
an cvil {pirit could not co-operate to
carry on {o good a defign ; otherwife
it had changed its nature, and fiom
being bad, muft have grown good ; fo
that our Saviour’s an{wer to this ob-
jection was tull and clear s that 1f Satan
was divided againft himfelf, his Av:;;zg.
071
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dom could not fland: For our Savi-
our’s doltrine being fo totally oppo-
fite to him, if he had joined his force
to give it credit, he muft thereby have
pulled down his own kingdom.
But to give Infidelity its utmofl ad-
- vantage, we fhall now confider that
which is its laft refuge, and chicf
- flrength; which s, ¢¢ "That in all ages
. % fome men have been fo bold and
- ¢ crafty, while the Herd has been
- % fo fimple and credulous, that many
» ¢ impoftures have paft uponthe world
. ¢ in {uch different fhapes, that tho’
“ we cannot difcover the conduct of
“ them, yect we are not for that to
“ judge in favour of them ; and there-
“ fore tho’ it 1s not ealy to.aflign
“ the method how Chriftianity came
“ to be received, we may ftill have
“ reafon to miftruft the whole mat.
S ter.”  This mught be tolerably al-
ledged, if there were any one thing
m-our religion that gave the leaft fha.
dow to {ufpition : if the teachers of it
tad pretended either to authority,
C wealth,
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wealth, or pleafure; if, on the contra.
ry, the rules that were laid down inj |
it, did not fhut out all thefe: for what-§ -
foevercorrupt men may havebrought
in fince by an after-game, that has noj
relation to thebeginnings and do&trines
of our religion, which does directly
contradiét them. So far were the furft
publifhers of this from expeclting ad
vantages by it, that they knew they
were to be expofed to much contempt
and hatred, and that by their own;
countrymen, in which there 15 a pe-E,
culiar fting : They looked for {cverel
perfecutions, nor were they dilap-
pointed ; they endurcd great hardfhips,
by want and poverty, by imprifon’
ments, and crucl whippings, and m
conclufion, they loft their Iives in the
caufe : and they did fo certainly rec--
kon for all this, that they warned their
firlt converts of a ¥ frery trial that was
to come upon them, and of | rmuch
tribulation through which they nuft
enter into the kingdom of heaven. Im-

poftors

* 5 Pet. 4. 12, + Afls 14. 22,
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poftors muft draw on their followers
by {pecious promifes, and flattering
hopes; and 1t argues a great certainty
of {uccefs, as wcll as an aflurance of
the truth of a caufe, when thofe who

-promote it, arc {o far from drawing on
men by allurements, tilf they are once
engaged, that they warn them early
of the dangers and difficulties that are
before them : With this our Saviour
begun, when he f{aid, * ffany marn

- will come after me, let buiir deny him-

, felf ,take up bis crofs dutly, and become

Ly difciple. The {evere morals which

- accompany this doétrine, and are in-
~ deed a mawm part of it,are a very live-
" ly character of integrity : the true fe-
~ cret of all corrupt religions 1s, That

they propofc {omewhat to be done

- for the honour of the Deity,by which

- their votaries may compenfatc with

_God, and may buy off their obligati-
ons to {olid and true virtue: but are-
ligton that propofes a {imple and na-
ked worthip, with {uch eafy perfor-

C » mances
* Matth, 16, 24, 23,

e
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mances init, that no man can {uppole,
the bare doing of them is any way
meritorious; and that propofes thele, ¢
not as compenf{ations, but as helps to:
real holinefs, and that carries the ob-}
ligation to it, into the fecret 1*eceffes§
of the heart, to our very thoughts
words, and looks, has nothing of the
air or genius of impofture 1 1t.

A religion that flatters no part of
mankind, no not thofe who are in pof-
{eflion of the greatelt efteem, has a
further charaéter of truthin it.  The!
“Fews valued themfelvesupon theirbe-
g Abrahan’s pofterity, and their hav-
ing a law of many precepts given them
by God ; among them the moft popu-
lar were the Pharifees, who wvalued
themi{elves chiefly upon many volun:
tary oblervances, as fences and out-
works to the law, which kept them
out of danger of difobeying. Now a
great part of the doctrine of our Savi-
our, and his Apoftles, was defigned to
beat them out of thefe, to difcover
the hypocrify of the Pharifces; to

fhew
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fhew them that all the Gentile nati-
ons were now to be {et on the fame
level with them, and that thenceforth
the obligation and virtue of all their
legal performances was at an end.
The Apoftles {fhewed. as little inclina-
tion to gratify or flatter the moft ad-
mired part of Heathenifim, I mean
the Philofophers, who delighted 1n
lofty eloquence, refined {ubtilty, and
{fublime metaphyficks : but nothing of
“all this appearing among them, they
were defpifed by the Philofophers;
who efteemed all infpiration, madnefs;
and were prepoficfled againt both mi-
racles and prophefies, as no better
than juggleries. There was nothing
left to gain, but the rabble and herd,
and yet thefe were not flattered nei-

ther. They are always ftruck with
- pomp and magnificence, they love

fights and fhows, and a {plendid ex-
- terior 1n religton, to which both Fews
. and Gentiles had been fo much accuf-
- tomed, that befides the difficulty of
- making them forfake the religion of
‘ C 3 their
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fathers, in which they had been edu-
cated, which is always a thing of an
il found, and of a bad appearance;
they were to draw them from pagean.
try to fimplicity ; and from outward
and coftly fhews, to a naked, plan’
way of {triétnels and purity. In all]
thefe things it muft be confefled, that?
there is nothing of the methods of im-
pofture : now to {ufpect thatany artis
fice lies hid, when all appearances
contradict it, is a very unreafonable !
piece of jealouly ; and looks as if men g
were refolved to fufpelt, only for {uf-*
pition’s {fake. When therefore there (s
pofitive proof brought on theone fide,
of miracles publickly done, attefted by
great numbers of witnefles, publifhed
in the {ume age, while great multi-
tudes were yet alive, who were ap-
pealed to, and who did fo cenfirm
thefe books, that they were read in
all the affemblies of the faints or Chui-
fians, as the teft and rule of their be-
licf, as well as of their manners;

when, I fay, all this is proved, and
when

T T T
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‘when there appears nothing, neither

in the doftrine itlelf, nor in the ma-
nagement of the Apoftles, and their
firft converts, to furnifh us with any

~colour of apprehending any foul deal-
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ing, it is an unreafonable thing, ftill
to {tand upon the general argument,
of the poflibility of an impofture,

But tho’ it be not neceflary, and in-
deed in many cafes not poflible, to
prove a negative, yet this argument
1s fo full of evidence, that even that
may be undertaken here. "There are
four things poffible that may be al-
ledged as methods to fupport the pof-
fibility of a deceit, put on the world

1n this matter,

—_—

The 1/ 1s, That the Apoftles in-

tended a deceit, which they contriv-
ed and managed fuccefstully.

The 2d 1s, That they themielves
were decetved, and were made Tools
to abulc others.

The 34 ts, That the whole matter
went about 1n tales and fiories, till by
every one’s magnifying them, they

grew
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grew to be believed without firict en. !
quiry, and due proof made. ;

And the arb is, That the books |
which contain this do&trine were at |
firft more {paringly writ, but were af-
terwards iterpolated, many paflages;
being put in them that had not been .
in them at firt. 1 have never met,
with, nor can I imagine any other hy-:
pothefis for infidelity to found upon;*
and I am not afraid to name all thele,
becaufe I am very certain I can de-’
monftratc the abfolute incredibility of ¢
every one of them,

As to the firft, Of the Apoftles ha-
ving contrived and managed this, on
defign to abufc the world. We {ce:
nothing in them that looks like this; a
plain fimplicity and unaffected honef-
ty appears in all their difceurfes and
actions : they were not bred to litera-
ture, eloquence, or policy ; fome one
or all of which are neceflary for men
who venture upon fuch undertakings:

A.nd therefore perfons utterly unfur-
nifhed in them are little to be fufpec-
ted,

x
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ted. Butif men be without all thefe
helps, at leaft they muft be naturally
fubtile and dextrous, bold and da-
ring : {ince nature, when well mould-
ed, may be capable of great matters,
without the refinings of art. Now the
Apoftles, as they were all, except St.
Paul, of Galilee, which bred the moft
contemptible men of all “Audea ; {o
they were fifhermen by their trade,
which of all the employments that we
know, does naturally flaten the {pirits
the moft: they are in the watermuch,
in the night for moft part, and in open
boats, which expofes them to {uch
cold and phlegmatick air, that this
muft needs dull their Spirits exceed-
ingly. But let us fuppofe them to be
as capable, either of the wickednefs
of contriving, or of the fkill in ma-
naging {uch a fraud, as profane men
can fancy them to be. I go nextto
fhew that the fuppofition is abfurd.
The refurrection of Chrift was the
main point upon which all the reft
turned, I am now to fuppofe what

fhall
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fhall afrerwards be proved, That this ;
matter went abroad at furft m thei:
fame manner in which. we do now’
read it in the gofpel; and {o 1n this?
place 1am only to {hew that the rela.:
tion which we now have, could not -
be the contrivance of the Apoftles,

- Our Saviour was laid in a #new tomb,

not an ancient {epulchre, to which

there might have been {ecretavenues,

that had been f{o long forgot, that

they were known only to fome few !
perfons. This was borth newly made, !
and hewn out of a roct : {o it might
have been well examined, and a paf-
fage could not be wrought into it
i a night or two. 'LThis happen
ed likewi{c in the begining of the
Pafchal {olemnity, when 1t was full
Mooz, which in {o pure an air gives
a very bright light. At that ime e
rufalein was {o full of pcople, all the
Fews coming up to keep the feaft,
that 1t being then thetr fummer, fince
we {ce handfils of corn were to be of:
fcred vp at that time, as the Fir/ff-

fruits
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fruits of the year’s growth; we have
reafon to believe, that great numbers,
who could not be conventently lodg-
ed in Ferufalemn, were in {o pleafant
a time, and at 1o great a rendezvous,
.walking in the fields in the night-time.
Thefe things cannot be denied: the
Apoftles had alfo {een that one of their
number, of whom they had fulpected
no fuch thing before, had betrayed
our Saviour ; that the fear with which
.“they themfelves were ftruck upon his
i apprehenfion, had made them all run
" away, and forfake him ; and in parti-
cular, that he who had been on other
occafions the forwardeft of them allg
and who had been warned by our Sa-
viour of his danger, and {o was,; by
confequence, on his guard, and lefs
likely to fall, had yet upon a remote
- apprehenfion of danger, with repeat-
i cd oaths denied that he knew him.
- Now he who through fear will deny

“a truth, is much more like upon the
fame, or a greater danger, to difcover

~ afalthood, This being the ftate of
that
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that matter, let us now fee how we ' |
can poflibly imagine the Apoftles,|
who knew what effets fear had fo! ¢
lately upon themfelves, and who had* 1
al{o {een to what a degree one of them.
might be corrupted, could {o far truft:
either themfelves or one another:
{uch a matter, in which they had rea. !
fon to believe, that the Fews, who,
had gone fo far with their Mafter,:
would {pare neither arts nor violence.
to fetch out the fecret: befides, that
to venture on an impofture, which=
goes fo much again{t human nature,
and which naturally ftrikes men with
fears and jealoufies, men muft belong
practifed to boldnefs, and muft have
made fuch effaysupon themfelves, and
uponone another, as to think they are
fecure of all that are in the confidence.
But let us pafs over all this, and then
{ee how the matter, when refolved
on, could have been managed: Er
ther they were to {teal away the body
of Chrift, or to leave it in the {epul-

chre. If they had left ir, all muft

have

- F el =
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have broke out immediately ; the bare
expofing the body muft have confut-
ed all that they could have faid ; {o
it muft be fuppofed that they carried
it away : now how this could be done
when a watch was fet, when the
Moon fhone bright, and fuch numbers
of men were wandering about in eve-
1y corner, 1s not ealy to be imaginced.
Some perfons to a confiderable num-
ber muft be employed, if it had been
to be carried to any diftance, and they
_could not think themielves fafe, ifir
had been laid near the place of the
{epulchre: fome trace or print muft
have remained, if they had broke
ground ; which they muft have expec-
ted would have been looked for; and
being found out, would havedifcover-
cd all; not to mention the natural hor-
ror that all men have, atthe handling
dead bodies, even in what is nccefla-
ry for their Jurial, but moft of all
~ fews, who by their law became de-

filed to a high degree by it.  But fup-
. pofe the dead body fo difpofed of,
| . D that
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that they apprehended to hear no
more news of it, how is it tobe ima.
gined, that thole frequent apparitions |
of our Saviour’s, particularly that in.
Galilee, to five hundred atonce, which
is appealed to, while many of them
were yet alive, could have been ma.
naged ! Here then, we have firft
twelve witnefles, againftrwhom no juft
cxception lies, even to feed fufpici.
on, who affirm a matter of faét, and
call in many others as their vouchers-
to {upport their teftimony: they ftand
to 1t to the laft, tho’ they f{uffered
much for 1t, and could not poffibly
gamn any thmng by 1t; and yet are
{uppoled by infidels to contrive and
ftick to a forgery, merely to perfuade -
the world to virtue and purity, and to
fincerity and truth ; which they begin
with a train of falfhood and deceir,
without any other wvifible bait, but
their love to their ucad Mafler ; that
they might magnify him, and give
him a lafting name, and wipe off the
reproach of his infamous death, by
this
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this bold contrivance of theirs. A man
that can {uppofe all this to be poffible,
will fuppofe any thing; and fhews
that he has no regards, {fo much as to
the colours of truth, but will advance
any thing, rather than be beaten out
of his infidelity,

But to follow this matter more
home; a part, and a great oné€, of the
hiftory of the golpel, is, That ten
days after our Saviour afcended up
mto heaven, in the fight of his-Apo-
ftles; which with infidels will pafs
for a part of the contrivance, they re-
cetved fuch extraordinaryillapfes and

powers from heaven, in confequence

to the promifes that our Saviour had
made them, that they were enabled
to work miracles, and to fpeak with
divers tongues : and the firlt cflay of
this appeared at the next feftival of

. the Fews, . which Ferufuler was

again filled, not only with all the
Fews of Fudea, but alfo with thofe
of the difperfion, who from all quar-
ters were come up at Pentccoft from

Dz the
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the Eaft, as far as from Perfiz and
Media, from the Weft, as far as from

Romze and Libia, from the South, as |

far as from 4rabia, and from the

North, as far as from Parthia, and [~

many provinces of Jdfia the Ze:ﬁ*r and
from {everal iflands, as-well as from -
the continent. Here was an aftontfh.
ing thing, to lce unlettered men, all
of the {udden break out in fpeakmg
languages, m which they had no
fort of education or practice: Fevers
or enthufiaftical heats may inflame *
men f{o far, as to make them {peak :
thofe 1:-mguagcs which they under
{tand, tho’ they are not otherwife rea-
dy at them; for the prints being al-
ready 1n theuwr brains, a ftrong exalta-
tton of their {pirits, may fetch thole
out much better than they themfclves
i a cooler and more {edate ftate could
have donc; but where there are no
previous tmpreflions, no heat what{o-
ever can fetch out that which is not
within: now as this was the moft ne-
cciflary of all other things to qualify

meen
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men to execute their commiffion, of
going to feach all nations, in which
they muft have made a very flow pro
grefs, if they muft have learned the

* language of every country to which
they were to go; fo it was the moft
fignal of all others,and as was former-
ly hinted at, was that which mufk

- have been prefently difcovered if it

- had not been notorioufly and unquef-

- tionably true. With thefe powers, and

- thofe languages, the Apoftles went

every where; and promifed to confcr

- the like gifts on thofe that thould re-

- cetve and believe their gofpel : and
in the epiftles * which they writ af-
tertwards to thofe churches, even

. when their authority was called in
quettion, they appealed to the gifts of
the Holy Ghoft conferred by their

.means ; {o that cither thefe things
were notorioufly true, or they muft

- have been defpifed as the moff affum-

D j Ing
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ing and impudent of all impoftors:
Thefe were their credentials that pro- i
cured thema hearing; and asmen were
difpofed to eternal life, {o they recer J
ved and entertained thewr mcflage. ..
Thus we have feen by a great vatie.
ty of confiderations which this matter ;
prefents to us, that not only there 157,
no colour of reafon, to incline a man ¥
to think that the Apoftles defigned to !
impofe upon the world, but that there
1s all poflible reafon to the contrary,f
o perfuade us, that they were in noé
re{pet capable of projedting any fuch
thing, nor of efleCting 1t, 1f they had .
intended it. |
The 2d. tuppofition of mnfidelity is,
"That themf{elves might have been
deceived by two or three defigning -
perfons, who might have impofed up-
on them: that in the twilight a troub-:
led fancy might be made imagine,
that they faw Chrift, which being af:
firmed by thofe who were on the {e-
cret, the reft might {o far comply with
thole who {aid they faw him, as e
ther
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ther to imagine 1t, or at leaft to yield
to the reft, fo as to {ay, that they {aw
him; for fo conceits do fometimes
{pread, and whole crouds fancy they
{ee or hear things, being faced down
by the boldnefs of a few impudent
perfons ; and thisbeing once [et about,
the fame artifices might prevail again
and again, upon the fame weaknefles,
This might look tolerable, if there
were no more to be {aid for the refur-
reStion of Chrift than onc ortwo tran-
fient views; but continued difcourfes,
the reaching his hands and fide to be
felt to; Chnift’s appearance to num-
bers in full day-light, with all the {e-
ries of what paffed between him and
his difciples; and finally, his blefling
them, and bewng parted from them,
and alcending up to hcaven; but a-
tove all, thce wonderful Pentecoft
“-that followed 1t, the ftrange cfufion
of the Holy Ghoft, and the cxtraordi-
nary gifts that were then given, were
things 1n which 1t was not poffible for
men to be decerved.  So that the A.

poftles
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poftles did either certamnly know that

all thofe things which they attefted -

were true, or that they were falfe;

there can be no mean in the matter;
and indeed this objeltion 1s {o flight,

that it fcarce deferved to be confider- -

ed.
The 3d pretence is more {pecious;

- R
- Tl By,

"That the hiftory of the gofpel paffed

eafily upon the world, without due .

examination, that it appears both by

fome hints that are in the New Tefta-.

ment, and {everal paflagesin Fofephus,
that the Fews wereat that time very
credulous, and were apt to follow e-
very pretender: they were broken in-
to feveral {ets, and under great dif-

e o LI P . e A,

tractions and oppreffions, which pre-

pare men to hecarken after novelties:
{o that great numbers might run in up-
on rumours, and they being once en-
gaged, they might reckon, that in ho-
nour they could not go off, and would
ftick to it even to the hazard of their
lives. So we {ee fome enthufiafts and
fectaries in all ages, have courted

martyrdom,
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martyrdom, and endured great mife-
ry with a triumphant firmnefs. But
to anfwer all this, a great difference
is to be made between points of {pe-
culation, and matters of falt; in the

former, men drink in perfuafions, and

then they grow to be {o full of them,
efpecially when a conceit of their
own underftanding 1s twifted with
them, {o that they think it an affront
to their own reafon, at leaft a detrac-
ting from 1ts reputation, to confefs {o

- publickly that they were miftaken;

k

but in matters of fa¢t the thing is quite
otherwife, thefe are to be ftriftly en-

quired 1nto, and a man’s believing

them, imports no more, but that he
had a good opinion of thofe that in-
formed him, nor isit any reproach to

" be too cafy 1n this; it rather arguesa
. man to be candid and good in him-
. elf, which makes him too apt to

- think well of others, and to believe
- them : and how firm {oever men may

be to opinions, when they have once

~approved them themfclves, {o that

{elf-
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felf-love works fecretly, yet they are
{till ready to re-examine matters of
faét, when their firft informations are
called in queftion; efpecially 1f they
are like to {uffer confiderably for own.

ing and efpoufing them. It is very °
true, that the “Yews had {o geunerdl
an expectation of a Meflias about this
time, that they were apt to run after
every pretender, yet they were as
apt to forfake him, when their hopes
failed them. But all their expectatt
ons run in {o different a channel, from
what they faw in our Saviour, that
how much foever their curiofity might
have prompted them once to run to
him, their prejudices drew them fo
{trongly from him, that nothing but
mighty and unanf{werable evidence
could make them ftill adhere to him,
They had ‘groaned long under the
flavery of a bloody tyrant, they hat.
ed Herod and his family, they could
not bear the Roman yoke, that was

coming over them. "They fancied a
Meflias fhould come, in whom the

charac-
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charaCters of a Mofes and a David
thould meet, that he fhould raife the
honour of their nation, and eftablifh
the obfervances of their laws. There
were three things in our Saviour and

his doétrine, any one of which was

(officient to difguft them. 3/% His
mean and humble appearance; where-
as they looked for a glorious conque-

rour and a magnificent prince. When

he made nothing of paying iribute to

- Cefar, and defpiled the offers of a

crown, they could not but defpife
him for 1t, according to their notions.
2ly. His {ceming to f{et a low value
on the obfervances of the law, and
his difciples {etting the Gentiles at li-
berty from them, was of all things
that which appeared to them the
moft odious and impious: they were
[oaccuftomed to a reverence for thofe
ites, that no fort of immorality could
lrike them, fo much as a coldnefs in
them, and therefore they could not
bear fome liberties whick our Saviour

or hils difciples took on the fabbath-
day’
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day, even tho’ thole could have well .
been reconciled to the letter of the : §
law; and 3/y. befides the common
fondnefs that all men have for their;
country, they had fo particular a va.: .
lue for their own, for Abraban’s cir-” ]
cumcifed poftersty, and {uch a con..
tempt for all the Heathen nations, who ¢
were no better than dogs in their ¢}
fteem; that the many broad hints that .
appeared in our Saviour’s parablesand.
difcourfes in favour of the Gentiles,¥#
and the open declaration which the
Apoftles {oon after made, of bringing
them into an equality of dignity and
privileges with themielves, was fuch
a {tone of ftumbling to every natural
Few, that nothing befides a full and
uncontefted evidence could have bal- .
lanced 1t: thercforc tho’ it may be”
confeffed that the circumftances the
Jews were in, made them eafly to be
practifed upon, and to run as often as
any f{awd, {ce bere 1s the Meffias, o
there he is ; yet their prejudices and
talfe notions were fo rooted in them,
that

/
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that as a great many of them left our
Saviour, and fell ofl from his Apoftlcs,
when they underftood the tendencies
of his dodtrine ; fo thofe that ftuck to
him, were without doubt fo far {ha-

ken by thofe prejudices, that they

- made them cxamine all things the
' more critically, and particularly look

i.

into thofe wonderful matters of faét
that were belicved among them; {o
that how ealy {oever their {irft credu-
lity might have been, they muft have
reconflidered the matter more narrow-

""ly before they could overcome prin-

-
r

ciples and nottons that were {o deep-
ly rooted in them. Men are not ca-
ily carried to forfake their friends
md families, to draw upon them the
hatred and curfes of their country-

-men, Thefe things have a charm

ad authority in them, which few can
withftand; but when it refled not

there, but went on to all forts of out-

rages, to the {poiling their goods, the
mprifoning their perfons, to crucl

- Whippings, to the beheading fome,

k. and
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and the ftoning others, when this fu.
ry grew {o general, that even devout
and honourable women in contradic.
on to the gentlenefs and decencies of,
their fex, went in to it; then at leaft]
it is reafonable to fuppofe, that they,

made all poffible enquiries into the
matters of faét. I do acknowledge
that the martyrdoms in the fucceed:
ing ages, are no concluding-proof i
the behalf of our religion; but in thel
- firft age, in which the queftion was,
Whether fuch things werc feen, and!
heard or not; mens {uffering {o much .
for their perfuafions, fhews this at
lcalt, that they were fo perfuaded,

Therefore when this was the point,
Whether they had feen or heard fuch
or fuch things ? their adhering firmly
to it, fhewed that they did fo believe.

The cafe was yet more amazing |
with relation to the Gentiles, who

were generally given up to a {enfual |

as well as to a fenfible religion, that

was overrun with idolatry and ma

gick; who were not acquainted with
the

t

ry T

)
i
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the prophefies that were among the
Fews, and defpifed them as a mean
and a faétious nation, that had an ill-
natured religion ; {o that they had not
that difpofition among them, which
awaken’d the ¢uriofity of the ‘Fews.

They had been fo accuftomed to grofs

and lewd fables concerning their gods,
that it was the moulding them anew,
to talk of one invifible Deity, and of

| afpiritual worfhip, or a fevere mora-

lity, efpccially in fome particulars,
{uch as the reftraint of appetite, or the
loving an encmy. Add to all this,
that the Heathen priefts were {oon a-
ware, that this doétrine would™ have
very ill effeéts upon their profits and
authority ; therefore they animated the
world into a moft implacablc hatred of
them, which broke out {foon into moft

- violent perfccutions : and as the go-

vernors of the provinces and {ubaltern
magiftrates were willing enough to
gratify the people in their fury, fo
the Emperors themi{clves were foon
{ct on again{t them. The reftlefs tem-

E 2 pers
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pers of the Fewws at that time had fo
provoked them, that it was crime e-
nouch for the Chriftians to be conf:
dered as a et of the Zews; and {o-
carelefs were they in Korme, of en- >
quiring exaétly into thofe matters, that
we find by ¥ Swetonius, that they be- |
licved that Chrift had {et on the “Fews :
to all their feditions, by which they
muft have been enflamed {o much the ;
morc againft the Chriftians ; andaf
{fuch a monfter as Nero was rightly i
informed cof the cxaétnels of their%_
morals, that muft have fharpned him
{o much the more agamnft them.
‘There was in his time a vaft mulue
tude of them at Rome, the matter of
fa¢t concerning Chrift’s being put to
death in T iberius’s veign by Pontius
Pilate, procurator at Fudea, wwas {o
vell known, that it was put in the
+ annals of that time ; and the Chnftr-
ans appeal’d to the publick regifters
for many other particulars relating to
it. No wonder if the fingularity of
their

* Suet, in Claudio. + Tacit. annal. 13,
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their doétrine, and the ftri¢tnels of
thetr lives; drew a general hatred up-
on them ; Vero laid hold on this, and
he having once faftned the burning of
. Rome upon them, was obliged to fol-
low that with a feverity proportioned
to the heavine{s of the imputation.
. Upon all thefe accounts we fce how
~little the Gentiles were difpofed to
. hearken to our Saviour’s doltrine, or

? to the teﬂimony of his Apoftles; and

. as for the few philofophers that were
among them, as they were more like-
+ ly to look into the proofs that were
i offered, or the evidence that was gi-
. ven, with an inquifitive ftriétnefs, {o
. they were as ftrongly prejudiced a-
~ gamft 1t, as either their pride or their
~principles could make them; they
- were haughty and {cornful men, they
. defpifed the vulgar as a contemptible
- Herd, and undervalued all that were
- not formed into their notions, and ac-
- cuftomed to their cant. They had
fuch a high opinion of their own un-
- derftandings and their theories, that

| D they
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they were poflefled againit in{piration,
miracles and prophecy; they could
not digeft myf{teries, nor hear any |
thing that fecem’d to rife above a man’s |
underftanding: nor could they endure
a docrine that took in all forts of peo-:
ple within it; reckoning, that only .
men of a peculiar frame of mind, andi
of a fingular education, were capable ;
of true philofophy; and they were

men that {tudied both to be popular

and {afe: {o that howfoever Socrates.
had expofed himfelf to the fury of the

Athenians, by contradiéting the re |
ccived opinions concerning the Dive

nity; yet all the later pretenders had

avoided his fate, by complying with:
received opinions and pradtices. S0
that upon all thefe accounts we fee,
that all forts of people were at the be-
ginnings of Chriftianity fo ftrongly|
prcjudiced againft many things In i, °
that nothing but a very extrzordinary '
evidence could have overcome 1tj
nothing lefs than the * demonflration

’l

* 1 Cor, 2. 4.
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of the Spirit, that1s of the infpiration
that did adtuate them, which was gi-
ven with power in mighty figns and
wonders, could have overcome it, It
was to this that they always appealed,
and this only could conquer {uch
mighty prcjudices. When the love
of this world, together with the fears
of fuffering, made many fall back,
chiefly to Judaifm, we do not find
that they turnifhed the encmies of
this religion with any thing to objelt
to it, or detract from it ; tho’ apoftates,
who to juftify their own change, and
to beat off the reproaches of thole
whom they forfake, are obferved to
have a peculiar fharpnefs againft thofe

of whofe {eét they once were. They
may bec apt to forge unjuft flanders and
calumnics, but are not like to fupprels
any {candalous truth that they can {ug-

- geft againft them: and yet we find no

prints of any f{uch things alledged by
any of them ; if there had becn either
detufion, impofture or magick in thofe

great performances, thofc apoftates
could
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could have difcovered all fuch {ecrets,
fome having fallen away that had
been ¥ partakers of the Holy Ghoft,
and of the powers of the world to .
come ; that is of the difpen{ation of the .
Meflias. We {ee bv +Pliny’s epiltle
how early Chriftianity had {pread. it.
felf over the northern parts of fia
the leffer, filling not only their towns .
and cities, but even their villages and
hamlets, to fuch a degree, that the
temples of the gods were forfaken;
and no more f{acrifices were offered at
their altars: he adds, that many had
of their own accord returned back
from that religion, before he had
begun to profecute them; {ome three
years before, others more, and one
five and twenty years before that
time: which is a good charalter, to
fhew us how early Chriftianity had
been fpread in thofe parts; he adds,
that an incredible mulritude was infor-
med againft, and that his feverity had
brought back a great many; by thele
he

* Heb., 6. 4, 5. + Plin. lib. 10. ep. 97.
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he might have been well informed
concerning them. He adds, that fince
~he faw fuch numbers in danger of fal-
ling under the {everity of the imperi-
il ediéts, he had tortured two of their
-Deaconefles, that he might draw from
them all the {ecrets that were amongft
them: but he found nothing, only an
nflexible averfion to the worfhip of
the gods, and the genius of the Em-
peror: and that they met and fung
- hymns to Chrift as a God, and were
Jted by vows not to commit adultery,
nor to {teal, or dcceive, or commit o-
ther crimes ; and that thetr feafts were
miocent and harmlefs. This happen-
- ng not above {eventy years atter our
Jviour’s dcath, fhews us how faft
s doctrine did fpread, and what
* vaft numbers had then embraced 1t
ud yet thefe being all born and bred
with fuch prejudices againft it, cannot
be fuppofed to have received it too
nfhly, or to have believed it impli-
titly.
The laft fuppofition of infidelity,

yet
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yet remains to be confidered, which
1s, ¢¢ That fomething muft be yield--
¢« ed to have been publifhed and re:
« ceived concerning this religion,
¢ {oon after its firlt appearance ; but

¢ that in procefs of time the booksimj

¢ might have been interpolated, after
¢ a1l the eye-witnefles were dead,
¢ and many additions of great impor
¢ tance might have been clapt in at

¢ rerwards.” And this indeed 1s the

am
{fon
a1

wh
the

COl

aft

ma
bo

fne
plaufibleft part of their whole ples'C]

for if they yield that the books whichifr

we now have, were given out in thelfy
fame manner as we have them, and‘fu

that they were recetv cd in the age mor
which many eye-witnefles were alivebe
to vouch them, then all that can bea]
cavilled at, after this is once yielded,to

is fo poor and {light, that it onl

ytc

fhews the incurable obftinacy of thofe'n
who maintain it. This laft has moref;

colour: there were many golpels gi1;
ven out at firft, as St. Luke informsy

us, fome falfc gofpcls there wer€;s

and there was a confiderable diverfi

among

ty'y
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among {ome copies ; parcels were in
{fome, that were left out in others:
and it could f{carce be otherwife,

while many were writing what they
themfelves knew and {aw, and others

might copy thefe too haftily, and un-
correétly : yet within a hundred years
after our Saviour’s death, we find this
|matter was {o fetled, that we {ee thefe
‘boaks were cited by Fuftin, and Zre-
Znens, not to mention the epiftles of
) Clenenss, Ignatins, and Polycarp ; and
vfrom them downward, 1n a continued
t{ucceflion of writers, and they were
dfuch as we now have them. I except
fonly fuch {mall wariations, as might
¢be the miftakes and errors of copiers;
@all which when put together, amount
lito nothing that is of any importance
¥to the matters of our belief, or the
ferule of our life. Now, when we con-
refider how ncar St. Folnz lived to that
Btime, and that Jrenens was inftruéted
Wby Polycarp, who was ordained by
¢ 5Et. Fohn, and lived not far from him,
tywhen we {ece what weight Zreneus
n5 lays

1
1
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lays on the Scriptures, i oppofition {
to all Oral Tradition, and how pofi. -~
tively he makes his appeals to them;
when we fece how {oon afrer that time, ; ¢
both the Greek and Latin, the Ro.|
snan and African churches, thofe of -
Syria and Egypt, doall agree to cite . |
the {ame books, in the {ame words,
or with inconfiderable variations, we -
have all reafon to conclude, that this
great point of the books was fetled .
much fooner: fince by the end of ae
hundred ycars they were in all peo
ples hands, and were read in all the
affemblies of Chriftians; they were al:
fo read by thewr enemics, Lrypho n
particular, as Fuftin informs us : we
ice alfo foon after this, that Celfus
had rcad them; and indecd, 1t is,
plain from all the Chriftian writers int
thofe ages, that the books of the N,
Teftament were i all mens hands;
they quote them {o often in their apo. -
logics, and other books, as writings
that were generally read and known:
fuch a fpreading of books, and multi-
plymg
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plying of copics, was a work of time
when all was to be writ outy and this

was fonear the fountain, that we have

all reafon to believe that the originals
at leaft of St. Paul’s cpiftles to the
churches, were ftill preferved: and

“tho’ an oral tradition of a doétrine, e-

venfor {fofhort a period, is {o doubtful
3 conveyance, that 1t were not ealy
to think, that it might not have en-

larged a little beyond the truth jyet a

« tradition of fome books could hardlyin

{o very fhort a time have been varted,

‘or altered, chiefly in fo important a

point, as the rclurreltion of Chrift:
which was the main article of their
peitef, and that which runs as g thread
through all the {fermons and epiftles of
the Apoflles: and indced, this being

v once yielded, fettles all the reft with

it. Thercfore fince we have fuch a
copious concurrence of authors that

- -cite thofe books alla-long, from that

une downwards, befides the epifties
of thofe apoftolical men, S. Clement,
S Lgnatius, and S, Polycarp, the firft

¥ having
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having writ in that very time, probab.| {

ly before the deftrution of Ferufs.i s
leiz, and the other two {oon after it;! f
in which {everal of the books of thei ¢
N. Teftament are cited, as writings, ]
then well known, and 1 all mens! 1
hands: we muft from all this ﬁrmlyrw
conclude, that the books, as we now! |
have them, are not altered from the|
form in which they were at firft wnit,

They were quickly copied out for
the ufe of the churches: they were
read at theaflembliesof the Chriftians;
they were tranflated into the vulga
tongues, particularly the Latzz and
Syriack, very carly; fo that theybe
Comung 1o toon publick, and getting
into fo many hands, it was not poflible
for any one, who might have had the
wickednefsto have attemipted the cor-
rupting them, to have compalfled it
aficrwards.  And what noifc foever
the enemics of our faith may make of!
the varlous rcadings, and how much
focver the bulk of them, as they urc'
added to the Polyglot Bible, ma)fri a&

[
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filt view ftrike the eye; yet when
all thefe are examined, thcy amount
not to any one variation in any article
of our faith, and they appear {o plain-
ly to be the flips of the writers, that
~this can never fhake any man who
will be at the pains to {earch it to the
bottom. So that I have now gone

round all the fuppofitions of infidelity;,
and have, I hope, clearly evinced,

that there 1s not any onc of them
which 1sin any {ort credible, or even

poflible.

et
14

3-
14

(44

It -.

ft

I will in conclufion confider fome

| few of their objeltions, indeed all that
| I have ever met with, which {ecm to
| have any force; ¢ Somc cannot ima-

gine why our Saviour, after his re-
furrection, fhiewed himfelf only to
a few, and did not come in next
day to the temple, and thew him-
felf to that vaft aflembly, which
was then to be there; fince that
muft for ever have put anend to all
doubting, and have filenced all his
enemics.””  This were a very rea-

¥ o2 {onable
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{onable objeétion, if God’s ways were
as our ways : our warm tempers that
boil with refentment, and that purfue
cagerly our own wviundication, would i
have no doubt wrought this way; but &-

if we go toafk an account of all God’s
works orways, we fhall find them ve.
1y different from our own notions. A
great part of his creation feems ulelefs !
to us: much of it feems defeltive, as |
well as another part feems fupmﬂuouf
ly redundant to us: therc arc many
very unaccountable things, both
the {trulturc of our bodies and the
remper of our minds; and if we will
quarrcl with every thmg that does
not {uit our own notions, we will be
very uncaly inour thoughts, There are
{ome {ins, for which God gLves over
all 4urther dealing with Pcrfons and
nations, and upon which he delivers
them up to their own reprobate minds:
and when he has ufed {uch {uflicient
mecans, as might well ferve to con-
vince and reform them, he lets them
alone, and leaves then: to their own
hearts

e - e s ey TR ﬁ-ﬂ‘.ﬁlm
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hearts lnfts - "T'hole who had feen{o
many of our Saviour’s miracles,which
inftead of having a good effelt on
them, did only {erve to harden them

_the more in their oppofition to him,
did well deferve that God fhould fuf-
fer them to harden themfelves fhiil
more and more: and 1t was enough

- that Chrift fhewed himfclf {o often to

~ fuch a competent number of unexccp-

. tionable witnefles, and gave them ful
powers to prove thewr teftimony con-
" ceming him, by working f{uch mira-
cles as he himielf had wrought. Why
he did 1t 1 this way, and in no other,
- 1samong the {ecrets of his councils,
~ which are to us unfcarchable. When
our {ouls become more perfet, our
capacities and faculties more enlarged,
and our thoughts more cxalted, then
we may comec to underftand the reafon
* of thefe things more perfeltly than it
s poffible for us to do in this depreflcd
and darkned ftate. One thing after
all we may gather from our Saviour’s
words, who has pronounced them

; ¥ 2 ??ffjﬂé’ d
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blefled who have nor [een, and ye
have believed ; and from the wvalye
that in many places of the N. Tefla
mentis{eton fusthandonbelieving tha |
God did not intend to give the world }.
{fuch an undeniable evidence, as tha
it fhould be out of their power to dif-
believe : for to believe either {fuch
things as our {enfes do plainly per
ceive, or to believe mathematical
truths, ts that to which out naturc con
{trains us, and for which we can de |
{erve no {ort of commendation, T here.
fore to make our faith to be both well:
grounded, and alfo highly acceptable
to God, it 13 enough that there are
{ufficient rcalons offered to us, to per-
fuade our belicf, and that there 1s no
good realon to the contrary, tho’ we
may ftart poflibilities of imaginary rea-
fons againft it; and a man who 1s fo
far convinced by thofe, that he is from
thence determined to believe all the
other parts of that revelation, both
the promifes and the precepts of 1t;
{o that he gives himfelf up to its TOI(;
dug
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du€t in the whole courfe of his life,
in the aflured expectation of the pro-
mifes it {ets before him; has {fuch a
faith, that muft certainly be of great
value in the fight of God; becaufe it
has a great cfieCt on the believer him-
felf. There is beauty enough in the
rules of our religion, to oblige every
man to examine well the authoritv up-
on which it refts, and to him that will
fet his thoughts a-working upon it,
this authority will {foon appear {trong
enough to determine his aflent: and
when that has its due operation upon
him, then his faith has had its full ef-
fe&t. So that it 1s no dull, nor lazy
or implicite faith on which the New
Teftament {ets fo high a value; it is
a fawh that purifies the heart, that
worketh by love, that makes us mew
creatures, and engages us to keep the
commandnients of God: {o that this
objeCtion has no other force in 1t but
this, that God’s ways are a great
depth, and to us are paft finding oct.

A {ccond objection 1s, ¢ That if
ouy
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€t

our Saviour and his Apoftles gave

« fuch proofs of their miflion, how s

4

it to be imagined, that any man
could be fo obftinate, as to ftand 1t .
out againt fo full a conviction? -
Thefe things were probably enqut.
red into at that time, by men of
a1l fides; curiofity might work on
fome, and fear on others: and thofe
who had drawn the guilt of his
blood upon them, were moft parti-
cularly concerned to examine the
matter carefully, Since blood is
apt to raife a clamour within, which
is not eafily filenced: befides, ac
cording to the A&s of the Apofties,
the Fews, and even their Sanbhe-
drin, feem to have been f{truck
with the reports of his refurrection,
{o that they knew not how to gain:
fay it, and were concerned only
vo (tifle and filence it. Now 1t fcems -
(omewhat unaccountable how it
came that they {tll ftood out, and
were not overcome with all that ¢
vidence, if it was fo full as we do

‘¢ nOwW
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“ now reprefent it? But in anfwer
o this, it is to be confidered, that
there is a perverfenefs and depmved-

" pefs 1 human nature thiat cannot be

sccounted for, To {fome of the cne-

-mies of our religion, I mean the Fews,
~ this can be no objeltion, fince Pha-
raoh’s hardming himfelf againft all Ado-

fes’s miracles and meffages, and even

the mmmmmg‘; of their forefathers
the Ifraclites, in the wildernefs, are
every whit as extraordinary mﬂ'mces
cof the depravation of human nature,
as the{e we now confider were : but

- indeed we need not go {o far to feek

for amazing charaéters and inftances
of the madnefls of mankind : no laws,
no rewards, no punifhments, no ex-
perience nor obfervation can make

- men wife or good. When men are

once engaged 1in 1ll courfes, they
. quickly contract habits, and are foon
~ hardned in them; and when pride
and intereft are got on the fide of that,
-~ which of itfelf was {honq cnough to
overcome them, then they become 1n-

trastable
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traltable and ficrce agamnft every op.
pofition, and become really the worfe,
the more they arc purfued and dealt;

with.

Anocther objeltion 1s, ¢ Why do,
¢« not fome of thofe miracles tha,
¢¢ {eem to have been with a fort of
¢ profufion thrown out abundantly «
¢ firft, now appear to convince the
¢« world ? for thefe would certainly
¢ have a great effect?” What wa
{aid to the firlt objection, belongs il
a great meafure to this. We are not
to afk of God an account of his ways,
if he has laid cnough before us for

our convition; and if that1s rejedted

ré
al

-t
2N,

by us, we have no realon to expett
that he fhould difturb the order that

he has {ettled 1n the creation, to gra|
tify our humours. It were not {uitable}-
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to that order that he has {o wifely and
ufefully eftablifhed, that it fhould be
too often put out of its channel: Ttis
enough that at the firft openings of thei
two revealed religions that he delive-
red to the woild, he gave cvident

{igus,
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figns, both of his dominion over the -
works of his hands, and of his having
authorifed thofe whom he f{ent to
fpeak in his name. "Thatbeing then
fully done, and the precepts of this
religlon bearing {uch an apparent {uit-
ablenefs to our natures, and to the in-
terefts of all human focicties, there is
no {ort of reafon for us to demand
more proof, than that which God was
pleafed to giveat fuirft. Befides, that

[all ages and nations have the {ame
1 pretended claim to miracles, forthey

are cqually his creatures; and we can

‘| fancy no reafon why he fhould be pat-

tol 1o iome, mote thatt to others @
Now if there were {uch a conftant re-
turn of miracles, the whole argument

“|from them would 1n a little time be

loft; men grow accuftomed to what
they {ce daily, and it makes no im-

1

~ipreflion, otherwile the wonders of

day and night, of fummer and winter,
‘the cbbing and flowing of the {ea,
‘would work more powerfully on us,
than they do. A {uperfetation of mi-
' raclcs
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racles would have no effelt, if- 1t were
not a bad one, to make the Divine
Power in working them be called i
queftion, and to lead men to impute
them to {fome natural caufe, or to {fome *
{fcerets known only to a few. Inall
which we may conclude, that accord-’
ing to what our Saviour {aid of M
fes and the Prophets ; 1t men believe
not Chrift and his Apoftles, they would
not believe, * tho’ a man fhould rife
from the dead, or that the moft un .
contefted miracle that they would |
call for, fhould be wrought for their
convidtion.
¢ Amnother objeltion of the Jufidels
¢« 1s taken from the differences that
‘¢ are between the gofpels, 1u which
¢ the fame paflages {cem to be vatt:
“ oufly related in diffcrent words,
“ and 1n another order of time; things
“ bemng by f{ome {ct down as done
“ after thofe things before which -
“ they arc fet by others, Quelts:
ons and anfwers arc varioufly fta.
¢ ted;

44

* Luke 16. 31.
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¢ ted; they alfo find fome reafonings
« that donot feem concluding, even
« thofe that are brought to convince
“ gainfayers, where there ought to
¢« be more exaltnels. There is alfo
% g lownefs and flatnels of f{tyle, that
¢« makes the books {ecem but mean;
‘¢ por are they laid in any cxaétnefs
« of method, but feem to run in a
¢« loofe ramble; befides that there are
« many paflages in them that look
.« ftaring, as that of Chrift’s preach-
¢t ang to the fpirits i prifon, that of
"« Melchifedeck,and fome other things
“ that we {carce know what to make
“ of, Thefc things look not like the
“ products of Divine Infpiration.”
bBut 1n anfwer to all this, we arcto
confider the different orders of infpira-
tion, according to the diffcrent ends
for which 1t was given. ¥ Mofes had
the law, as the “Fews confefs, by an
-~ “immediate communication with God,
a5 one man converfes with another

+

exprefled by the phrafe of face to
i G face

¥ Num. 2. 8.
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fuce, or mouth to mouth ; fuch a de.
gree {eemed neceflary for one who
was to deliver an entire {yftem of 3.
religion of facred rites,as well as bind
ing laws to that nation. But thofe who
were only fent to call on the people
to the obedience of that law, and to
denounce judgments upon therr dife
bedience, and give out prediltions,
received a lower degree of in{piration
the will of God being reprefented to
them in dreams and vifions, in which
feveral reprefentations were dramma.
tically imprefled on their imaginations,
and cxplained by a fecret intimation
made by God to them: others had
yet a lower degree, being animated
by a divinc excitation to compofe ho-
ly hymns and difcourfes to the edifi
cation of the people: nowas the Fews
divide the books of the Old Zefta
ment 1 three different volumes, ac

cording to thefe various degrees of}.
infpiration ; according to which dive|
fion our Saviour himfelf cites the!

Old T eftanent ; in all of which, we

1
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find that thofe holy Penmen writ in

{uch a diverfity, that it is apparent e-

yery one was left to his own way and

ly
0

h
1-
Sy
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d
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'Gentus as to ftyle and compofition,
fome being much loftier than others.
' Now to apply this to the New Teffa-
| ment ; 1t was neceflary that men {ent
.|to publifh fuch a doctrine, fhould be

fo divinely filled with the knowledge

| of it, and fhiould be {o altuated by that

{fame influence that affifted them mira-
culoully, asneithertobe able to miftake
nor mif-reprefentany partof it ; for the
miracles that they wrought, bringing
the world underan obligation tobelieve
them, it was not poflible that they could
be lett to themielves, and be fubjett to
miftakes: but after all this, every one
atted according tc his natural temper,
and writ in his patural ftyle; fo we
fee a great variety in the whole com-

-|pofition and method of their difcour-
\es and epiftles. The gofpels were
-\writ etther by Apoftles, or by thofe

who were their compantons in labour,
and whofe books were authorifed by

G 2 them ;
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them; but it does not clearly appear
what method they intended to follow,
whether to obferve the order of time,
or the rclation that one paflage might «
have to another :in thisthey were left
to their natural faculties ; all that was-
of confequence, was to have the doc
irine and difcourfes of Chrift, his zc.
tions and his miracles, faithfully ftat
ed to us: but in the method ef order-
ing or exprefling thefe, they might |
be left to their natural powers; andin !
this there might be a particular order- .
ing of Providence, that every thing
fhould not be faid in the {fame way
by every one as by concert, which
might have looked like a contrivance;
it being morc genuine, when different
perfons write 1 different ways, and
all agrec in the fame account of the
doftrines and miracles. L'herc may
be alfo many ways of reconciling
{mall diverfitie, which at this diftance
may be loft to us: things may appea
to be different, that yct may Ve
ry well agree; of which we find 1nnu-
merable
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merable inftances in critical authors :
and thofe paflages whole agreement
they have made out, give us very
good reafon to believe, that if we had
a greater number of contemporary
"books now extant, we might under-
ftand many more better than we can
do in this want of them. Paflagesve-
1y like one another might have hap-
pened 1n different times of our Savi-
our’s life ; and that which feems to
be one ftory, related two different
) Ways, may g’e really two different {to-
ries, and both may be exadtly related.
So that all this objeétion, inftead of
derogating from the credit of the gof-
pel, does really heighten it.  As for
many anfwers and reafonings that do
- not {feem to us to be very concluding;
we are #0 confider, that in a {thort re-
lation, in which hints are only given,
.t was impoflible to open every thing
fully: we are alfo little acquainted
with the methods of the Fews argu-
ings at that time. Philo and Fofephus
. ar¢ the only writers that remain. The
| G 3 one
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one is fhort upon their cuftoms and
notions ; and he affeéting to write e.
legantly for the Romans and Greeks,
oives us very little light this way, -
Philo does indeed much more ; tho
living long at Alexandria, and ftudy.- -
ing the Greek philofophy, he 1s fo
myftical and {ublime, that it is not -
ea{y always to comprehend him : yet
in him we plainly fee, how much the -
Fews were delighted with very dark |
allufions and reafonings: and fincelit !
is a juft and allowable way of arguing .,
with any, to argue from {uppofitions
granted by them, and {uitably to theu
orinciples and notions, we who plain-
ly {ee in Philo, that the Fews uled
then to explain a great deal of f{crip-
tare by a dark cabbala, are notto’
wonder if fome arguments run m’
that ftrain. For inftance, we donot
{ee how the laft words of the 102
Pfalm concerning God’s creating all |
things, and his Eternity and Unchange-
ablenefs, belong to the Meffias, which
yet are applicd tq him in the eptitle
(O
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to the Hebrews ; but we f{ee clear
charaters in that Pfalm, to fhew us
that the ZFews did fo expound it;
fince thofe words, * the heathen fhall
fear the name of the Lord, and alf
- the kings of the earth his glory ; and,
when the Lord fhall build up Sion, he
fhall appear in his glory ; together with
{everal paflagesthat follow, could not
according to the cabbala of the Fews
~ be underftood of any thing but of the
- Meflias, and of the Divine Shechinah,
-, that was to reft upon him, and {o ac-
cording to this all the other parts of the
Pfalm, were alfo applicable to him.
If St. Paul argues, that the promife
was not madc to feeds, but to the feed
of +Abrahan:, which feems a bad infe-
rence ; fince feed, tho’ in the fingular,
1s yet of a plural fignification; this
may perhaps be bad Greek, unlcis
{ome corrupt form of {pecech hadmade
- feed tand for fo72 ; but tho’ the Greek
s not pure, yct the {enfe 1s true, and

the

_ * Heb, 1. 10, 11, 12, 135, 16. + Gal.
' 31 16-
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the argument in itfelf is good; S,
Paul’s defign being to let them fee,
that their being the feed of Abraham
alone, was not enough to affure them
of the favour of God: i1t was not to
all Abraban’s pofterity that the pro.-
mife was made, fince neither Lfhma-
el nor Keturah’s children were com.
prehended within it : but 1t belonged -
only to Ifaac ; and 1in that contradting
the promife to one, an emblem was ;
given of the Meflias, in whom fingly
the bleffing of that covenant was to -
center, and was not to be {pread
into the whole nation that defcended
from him., So that what fault {oever
we may find with the Greef, the {enfe
is true, and the application 1s ufeful;
and we do not know, but {fuch aform
of {peech might have been then ufed
i common difcourfe. It is certain,
that the Apoftles had no rhetorick,
and often their Grammar is not exact:
but this, inftead of making againft
their writings, does really make for
them ; fince it fhews, that they ufed no
en-
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enticing words, nor laboured periods:
no lively figures, nor ftudied f{enten-
ces ; all was natural, without art or
fudy ; which fhewed that they knew
they needed no borrowed help to {up-

.port a caufe 1 which they were {ure

Heaven would interpofe, and pro-
mote 1ts own concerns; and the ve-
peration with which their writings
were rccerved, and i which they
were held, fhews that there was {fome-
what elfe than the {kill or eloquence,
the perfuafives or arguings of the au-

thors, that begat and maintained their
reputation.

If we find here and there a paflage
that we know not well what to make
of, this 1s the fate of all books that
were writ at a great diftance from us;
the cuftoms and manners of men
change flrangely in a courfe of many
ages; and all {pecch, efpcecially that
which is figurative and dark, has fuch
relation to thefe, that if in a book full
of many plain, ufeful and cxcellent
theories and rules, fome paflages come

in
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in amongft them which we plainlpge
fee relate to fome practice or opinion WO
of which we are not {ufficiently infor. f_ﬂj
med, {uch as the being baptized for O
the dead ; having power on the headbdy
becaufe of the Angels, or the like:ha
"I'his 13 nothing but what occurs to usiW:
in all ancient books, and what we ea.th
fily bear with in all other writings, ein
ven of a much later antiquity: Wed
are therefore to make the beft ufe weWw
can of that which we do not undert
ftand ; and to let thofc other placesh
lie till we can find out their true mean-E

ing. -
T'hat of ¥ Chrift’s going 1z the Spr.

yit to preach to the Spirits now iut
prifon, is perhaps one of thefe, unlefs|
we believe that by prifon is to bej
meant, according to the ufe of that
word, and others like it in the Septu-
agint, + the darkned ftate of the Gen-
tile world, who were fhut up-in ide
latry, as m a priforn or i chains, ur

der

* 1 Pet. 3. 19. 4 Ifa. 61. 42. Ifa.7:
49. Ifa. 9. 1, 2.




of the Chriftian Religion. 83
er the power of the god of this
world. In this {enfe there is nothing
eafier to be apprehended than that pe-
riod; which imports only, that Chrift
;Eby virtue of the Holy Ghoft that he
.had poured out.upon his Apoftles,
SE,&S calling the Gentile world out of
-their 1gnorance and idolatry: and as
vin the days of [Noah, thofe who were
edifobedient perdhed in the flood,
ewhile there was an ark prepared for
r.thofe who would go into it; fo fays
gihe, our rifing out of the waters, that
Q.E:ing the laft piece ofthe baptifmal
geremony, as 1t was then practifed,
rund being the reprefentation of our
. eifin g again with Chrift, was that which
fsipow faves us. In all this, the fenfe
se jis clear and good, tho’ the manner of
at the expreflion be a little dark.
| XLhe way of all the Eafterns, even
:n-|to this day, in all their difcourfes, be-
lo-ing obfcure and involv’d, where a
an- jgreat deal 1s fuppofed to be already
lerinderftood ; we are not to wonder, 1f
.7.W¢ fhould find fome parts of the New

T efla-
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T effament wWrit 1n that {train.  As foy
that of Melchifedeck, as the words lie,
they feem to be a riddle indeed 4 bu
with a little obfervation we will find
that paffage concerning him in the ¢
piftle to the ¥ Hebrews,to be as plain. |
as any thing can be. The defign of
a great part of this epiftle 1s to fhew,
that the Meffias was to be a Priefl,
and was to offer up a Sacrifice ; but
not to be of the family of Aarorn, fince
he was to {pring out of the tribe of*
“Fudab ; nor to be a Prieft after that
Order, or according to the rules of
that inftitution; but according to the
¥ Plalm, to be a Prieft after the Or-
der Melchifedeck : now the rules or
order of the Aaronical pricfthood
were, [| that cvery Prieft was to bede.
{cended from that line, to be born of
a mother that had not been a widow,
ot divorced ; and this gave him who
was thus received, a right to tran{mu
his pricfthood to his defcendants n g
gencalogy

- * Heb. 6. zo. Heb. 7. 5. Pfal, 110
4. ” Lev. 21, 7, 13, 14.
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genealogy dertved from him. Thele
Priefts were alfo tied to their turns in
attending on the temple, which were
called their days, in which they were
admitted to {erve at thirty, which was
therefore the age of the beginning of
‘their days; and at fifty they were
difimiffed and were no more bound to
attend, than if they had been natural-

" lydead; fo this was the end of theix
life, as to their priefthood. Now in

. pppofition to this, Melchifedeck was @
prieft without father and mother ; that
5, he was immediately called to it of
God ; and it did not devolve on him
by defcent, nor was he to derive this
ina genealogy to his pofterity: He
came noton toan attendance onthefer-

~ vice of God at fuch an age, nor went
¢ he out at another, but was a prief? of
God for ever ; that is, of a long con-

- tinuance, according to the common
ule of that word, which only imports
aconftancy in any thing, Melchife-
deck was a pricft for term of life, which
alwers the fignification of the word ;

e H but
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but was a type of him that in the ftic. 't
teft fenle was to be a prieft of God for i b
over. Thus if we conftrue that verfe;r
by a reverfe, which is very ordinary, : t
of bringing the lalt word to govern | 1
the whole period, placing the word | |
{riaﬂ at the head of it; nothing can|!
e plainer and more full to the poimnt
that is there driven at.  And thusms
ny paflages that appear difficult, when
they are but flightly looked at, be.
come very intelligible when more at
tentively examined ; and as we can
make this out in a great many inflan
ces ; fo if there are others 1in which
we do ftill ftick, we have all poflible
reafon to impute our ignorance to out
wanting a {ufficient number of helps,
and of books writ in that country,
and at that time, from which we might
better colleét the opinions, cuftoms,
phrafes and allufions of thofe parts
and times : for fince the books of out
religion were writ for the ufe of plam
and fimple people, to whom tht?'

were addreft, and in whofe hands
they
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they were to be put; they muft have
been writ i1 a popular, and not in a
thetorical or philofophical ftyle; which
tho’ 1t is more correét and more lafts
ing, yet it 1s both drier and more la.
boured, and fhews always more of art
than of nature. | -

I have now gone over all the
headsthat I thought neceflary to make
this difcourfe full in all s parts: X
have left nothing behind me that

{eemed to be material: I have not

been afraid to lay open all the fecrets

of infidelity, with the utmoft {trength

that I could ever find them urged inj;
| becaufe I was fully {atisfy’d in my
fown mind, that I could an{sver them
1all, "There 1s only one particular re-
- maming, which 1 have referved to
 , the laft place, becaufe it affords a pro-
per conclufion to this difcourfe. One
of the main things in which infidels
\fupport themfclves is, ¢ That tho’
*“ they {peak out, yet let others deny
“ or difguife their thoughts as much
€ as they pleafe, either out of Inte-

“ reft

N P A -

b
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¢¢ reft or modefty, fince their doétrine
¢ has an ill found in the world; yet
¢ they think with them, becaufe
¢ they live with them, and not ac
¢ cording to the doltrine which they
¢ efpoufe: and they {eem to con.
¢ clude with fome advantage, That -
¢« we collelt what men think, much
““ more infallibly from what they do,
¢¢ than from what they fay:”” And
this they urge with much malice; and
would to God that I could add, with *
as much injuftice againft too many of
ourfelves; whofe arguings upon thefe -
heads are fo much the lefs to be re.
garded than other mens, becaufe we -
have efpoufed the caufe, and have -
made it our own, both in point of re- :
putation and intereft: I wifh and pray -
that we may all refolve on the only !
cffeftual confutation of which thists -
capable, by fetting fuch a pattern to
‘theworld, and leading {uch examplary
lives, that in thefe they may fee how
firmly we believe that to which we
endeavour to perfuade others, who
wait
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wait for our halting, and are critical in
obferving our failings, and malitious
in aggravating them. It gave the chief
firengthto the firft apologies that were
made for Chrifttanity, that they durlk

appeal tothe lives of the Chriftians, to
" givethe world a right idea oftheir doc-
trine ; whereas we muft now decline
that argument, and appeal from the
lives of Chriftians to their doltrines :
yet wherefoever numbers embrace a-
ny thing, there muft efpecially in a
courfe of many ages, follow upon 1ta
great declining from what was while
they were fewer in number, and that
- the thing was newer and frefher upon
. their thoughts, Befides, that the beft
* Chriftians are thofe who are the leaft
~ known, their modefty and humility
- leading them to hide their beftactions;
. whereas thofe who wmake the moft
noife, ard the greatet fhow, are for
- the moft part hot or defigning men.
- A man may alfo be really a much
~ better man than one would take him
. t0 be, that fees him only on one
y fide,
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fide, and does not know him whol
ly.

yThe frailties of fome mens natureg
will hang heavy upon them, and
fometimes burft out even in {canda.
lous inftances, notwithftanding all their
principles and {truglings to the conm.
trary : Thercfore upon the whole
matter, tho’ we cannot deny but that
there 1s too much truth in this preju
dice, yet it 1s but a prejudice, and
cannot bear much weight: fo that i
is a moft unaccountable piece of fok
ly to venture mens fouls and their e
ternal concerns upon a refle¢tion, that
as 1t 1s not generally true, {o has no
folidity in it: yet after all, the ufe

that we ought to make of it is, that

we ought to frame our own lives,
and the lives of all that are in out
power, as much as may be to a con
formity to our doétrines, that {o the
world may obferveinus {fuch atrue and
unaffected courfe of folid virtue and
ufetul piety, that we may again re.
cover that argument, which we have

foo

-
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too much loft, for the truth and beau.
ty of our religion, from the lives of
thofe who believe and praltife it
and that fo the apologres now writ,
which in all other refpelts are the
frongeft that ever were, may again
have their full perfeétion, and their

entire efle&t upon the world.
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MIRACULE S

1 O difcourfe of miracles with-
out defining what one means

by the word miracle, 1s to
make a Thew, butin effe&t to talk of
nothing.

A miracle then I take to be a {en-
fible operation, which being above
the comprehenfion of the {peétator,
nd in his opinion contrary to the
eftablifhed courfe of nature, is taken
by him to be divine.

He that is prefent at the fadt, is a
fpedtator : he that believes she hifto-
1 | A ry
i

|
l

\
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ry of the faét, puts himfelf in the
place of a {peltator,

This definition, ’tis probable, will
not efcape thefe two exceptions,

1. 'That hereby what 1s a miracle
1s made very uncertain; for it de
pending on the opinton of the {pedta.
tor, that will be a miracle to one
which will not be {o to another.

In anfwer to which, it is enough
to {ay, that this objection 1s of no

force, but in the mouth of one whe '
can produce a definition of a mira

tle not liable to the fame excepti
on, which I think not eafy to do; for
it being agreed, that a miracle muft
be that which f{urpaflfes the force of
nature in the eftablifhed, fteady laws
of caufes and effets, nothing can be
taken to be a miracle but what 1
judged to exceed thofe laws. Now
every one being able to judge of thofe

faws only by his own acquaintance

with nature, and notions of its force,
(which are different in different mcn)

1t 1s unavoidable that that fhould bea
miracle
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miracle to one, which is not {o to an-
other.

2. Another objeltion to this defini-

tion, willbe, that the notion of a mi-
racle thus enlarged, may come fome-
times to take in operations that have
nothing extraordinary or fupernatural
in them, and thereby invalidate the
ufe of miracles for the attefting of di-
vine revelation.
- To which I anfwer, not at all, if
 the teftimony which divine revelation
receives from miracles berightly con-
{idered.

To know that any revelation 1s
from God, it is neceffary to know
that the meflenger that delivers it is
fent from God, and that cannot be
known but by {fome credentials given
him by God himf{elf. Let us {ce then
whether miracles, in my fenfe, be
not fuch credentials, and will not 1n-
fallibly dire€t us right in the fearch

of divine revelation.
| Itis to be confidered, that divine
revelation receives teftimony from no
| othier
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othermiracles, butfuch as are wrouglh
to witnefs his miffion from God whp

delivers the revelation. All other -
miracles that are done in the world, .

how many or great foever, revelat:

on is not concerned in. Cafes where.

in there has been, or can be nced of

"

—r ™

miracles for the confirmation of re-

velation are fewer than perhaps i
imagined. The heathen world amidf
an infinite and uncertain jumble of
Deities, fables and worfhips had no
room for a divine atteltation of any
one again{t the reft. "T'hofe owners

b

of many Gods were at liberty in thejr -

worfhip; and no one of their Divini
ties pretending to be the one only
true God, no one of them could be
{fuppofed in the Pagan {cheme to
make ufe of miracles to eftablifh his
worfhip alone, or to abolifh that of
the others; much lefs was there any
ufe of miracles to confirm any articles
of faith, f{ince no one of them had a
ny fuch to propofe as neceflary to be

believ’d by their votaries. And thft_’:l'c*
ore
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fore I do not remember any miracles
recorded in the Greek or Roman wri-
ters, as done to confirm any one’s mif-

y ﬁon and doétrine. Conformablehere-
- unto we find St. Paul, 1 Cor. 1. 22.
takes notice that the Fews (tis true)

required miracles, but as for the
Greeks they look’d after fomething

“elfe; they knew no need or ufe there

was of miracles to recommend any re-
ligion to them. And indeed 1t 15 an
aftonithing mark how far the God of
this world hath blinded mens minds,
if we confider that the Gennle world
rece1v’d and {tuck to arcligion, which,

- not being derived from reafon, had

no {ure foundation in revelation. Thev
knew not its original nor the authors of
it,nor {eemed concerned toknow from
whence it came, or by whofe autho-
ity delivered; and fo had no menti-
on or ufe of miracles for its confiv-

“mation. For tho’ there were here

ind .there {fome pretences to revela-
tion, yet there were not fo much as
b pretences
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pretences to miracles that attefted ;|
1t. |

!
If we will direét our thoughts by I .
what has been, we muft conclude l ;
that miracles as the credentials of ,
meflenger delivering a divine religl |
on, have no place but upon a {fuppo.
fition of one only true God ; and that
it is {o in the nature of the thing, and i
cannot be otherwife, I think will be
made appear in the fequel of this dif.
courfe. Of fuch who have comemn
the name of the one only true God,
profefling to bring a law from himwe

in hiftory have a clear account but of
three,viz. Mofes, Fefus,and Mahomet.
For what the Perfees {ay of their
Zoroafter, ot the Indians of their bra-
sua (not to mention all the wild ftories
of the religions farther eaft) is {o ob- I'
fcure or {o manifeftly fabulous, that :
no account can be made of it. Now

of the three before mentioned, Mabe-
et having none to produce, pretends

to no miracles for the vouching his
miffion; fo that the only revelations

that
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that come attefted by miracles, being
only thofe of Adofes and Chrif?, and
they confirming cach other, the bufi-
nefs of miracles, as 1t flands really in
matter of faét, has no manner of diffi-
culty in it; and I think the moft {cru-
pulous or {ceptical cannot from mira-
cles ratfe the leaft doubt againt the
divine revelation of the gofpel.

But fince the {peculative and learn-
ed will be putting of cafes which ne-
ver were, and it may be prefumed ne-
ver will be; fince {cholars and difpu-
tants will be raifing of queftions where
there are none, and enter upon de-
bates whereof there is no need; L

. crave leave to {ay,that he who comes
- with a meffage from God to be deli
| vered to the world, cannot be refus’d
- belief if he vouches his miffion by a
- muracle, becaufe his credentials have
. a right to 1it. For every rational
r thinking man muft conclude zs MNico-
demus d1d, We know that thou art a

@ teacher come from God, for no ran
b2 can
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can do thefe figns which thou doft, ex.
cept Godbe with bim.

For example, Fefus of Nazareth
profefles himfelf {ent from God: He -
with a word calms a tempeft at {ea:
this one looks on as a miracle, and .
confequently cannot but receive hig
doétrine : another thinks this might
be the effeét of chance, or fkill in ther
weather, and no miracle, and {o ftands
out ; but afterwards {eeing him walk
on the {ea, owns that for a miracle,
and believes: which yet upon ane.
ther has not that force, who fufpefts
it may poflibly be done by the affif-
tance of a {pirit: but yet the fame
perfon {ecing afterwards our Saviour
cure an invetcrate palfie by a word,
admits that for a miracle, and becomes
a convert : another overlooking it n
this inftance, afterwards finds a me -
racle 1n his giving fight to one bom
blind, or in raifing the dead, or his
ratfing himfelf from the dead, and fo
receives his doltrine as a revelation
coming from God, By all which 1t

1S
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is plain, that where the miracle 1s ad-
mitted, the doftrine cannot be rejec-
ted ; 1t comes with the affurance of a
divine atteftation to him that allows
the miracle, and he cannot queftion
- {ts truth.

The next thing then is, what fhall
be 2 fufficient inducement to take a-
ny extraordinary operation to be a
miracle, 7. e. wrought by God him-
{elf for the atteftation of a revelation
from him.

And to this I anfwer, the carrying
with it the marks of a greater power
than appears in oppofition to it. For,

1. Firft, This removes the main
difficulty where it preffes hardef,
and clears the matter from doubt,
when extraordinary and {upernatural
operations are brought to {uppcrt op-
pofite miffions, about which methinks
more duft has been raifed by men of
letfure than fo plain a matter needed.
For fince God’s power is paramount
to all, and no eppofition can be made
agamft him with an equal force to

L2 his
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his; and fince his honour and good.
nefls can never be {fuppofed to fuffer
his meflenger and his truth to be bom

'—a“

b

down by the appearance of a greater |
power on the {ide of an impoftor, and !

i favour of a lie; wherever there is

e

an oppofition, and two pretending to

be fent from heaven,clafh, the figns -

which carry with them the evident
marks of a greater power, will al
ways be a certain and unqueftionable
evidence that the truth and divine
miffion 1s on that fide on which they

l TN s R

appear. For tho’ the difcovery how

the lying wonders are or can be pro-

§

duced, be beyond the capacity of

the 1gnorant, and often beyond the
conception of the moft knowing {pec:
tator, who 1s thercfore forced toal
low them in his apprehenfion to be
above the force of natural caufes and
effets ; yet he cannot but know they
are not {eals fet by God to his truth
for the attefting of it, fince they are
oppoled by miracles that carry the
evident marks of a greatcr and fupe.

I10T

|
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rior power, and therefore they can-
not at all fhake the authority of one
{o fupported. God can never be
thought to {uffer that a lie, fet up in
oppofition to a truth coming from him,,
fhould be back’d with a greater pow-
er than he will fhew for the confir-
mation and propagation of a dottrine

' which he has revealed, to the end it

o TT e Lo S

!

1
i
’

f

might be believed. The producing
of ferpents, blood and frogs by the
Egyptian forcerers and by Mofes
could not to the {peltators but appear
equally miraculous; which of the pre-
tenders had then their miflion from
God ? And the truth on either fide
could not have been determined if
the matter had refted there. But
when Mofes’s {erpent eat up therrs,
when he produced lice which they
could not, the decifion was ecafie.
"T'was plain Fannes and Fambres ac-
ted by an inferior power, and their
operations, how marvellous and ex-
traordinary {ocver, could not in the
lealt bring in queftion Mofes’s miffi-

on ;
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on ; that flood the firmer for this op.
pofition, and remained the more un.
queftionable after this, than if no

{fuch figns had been brought againft

it,

- e R T

So likewife the number, variety, -

and greatnefs of the miracles wrought -

forthe confirmation of the doétrine de.

livered by Pefus Chrif?, carry with

them fuch ftrong marks of an extr

ordinary divine power, that the truth
of his miffion will ftand firm and un-
queftionable, till any one rifing upin _

oppofition to him fhall do greater mi
racles than he and his Apoftles did.
For any thing lefs will not be of
weight to turn the {cales in the opt:
nion of any one, whether of an infe
rior or more exalted underftanding,
"This 1s one of thofe palpable truths
and trials of which all-mankind are
judges ; and there needs no afliftance

of learning, no deep thought to come

to a certamnty 1n it, Such care has

God taken ti:ac no pretended revels

tion {hould {tand in competirion with
twhat
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what is truly divine, that we need
but open our eyes to {ee and be fure
which camie from him. The marks
of his overruling power accompany
it ; and therefore to this day we find,
. that wherever the gofpel comes, it
prevalls to the beating down the firong
holds of JSazan, and the diflodging
- the prince of the power of darknefs,
driving him away with all his lying
wonders ; which 1s a ftanding miracle,
~ carrying with 1t the teftimony of {u-
periority.

What is the uttermoft power of na-
tural agents or created beings, men
of the greateft reach cannot difcover;
but that it is not equal to God’s Om-
nipotency is obvious to cvery one’s
underftanding ; fo that the {fuperior
power is an ealy,as well as a fure
guide to divine revelation, attefted
by miracles, where they are brought

- as credentials to an embafly from

- God.

| And thus upon the {ame groundz
o
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of {uperiority of power, uncontefted
revelation will ftand too.

For the explaining of which, it may
be neceflary to premife,

1. That no miflion can be look’d on -
to be divine, that delivers any thing ..
derogating from the honour of the ;
one, only, true invifible God, or |
inconfiftent with natural religion and ;
the rules of morality : becaufe God
having difcovered to men the unity
and majefty of his eternal Godhead, :
and the truths of natural religton and
morality by the light of reafon, he
cannot be {uppofled to back the con-
trary by revelation; for that would
be to deftroy the evidence and ufe of
reafon, without which men cannot be
able to diftinguifh divine revelation
from diabolical impofture.

2. That it cannot be expedted that
God fhould fend any one into the
world on purpofe to inform men of
things indifferent, and of {mall mo-
ment, or that are knowable by the

ufe of thelr natural faculties. This
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would be to leflen the dignity of his
Majefty in favour of our {loth, and in
prejudice to our reafon.

3. The only cafe then wherein a
miffion of any one from heaven can

. be reconciled to the high and awful
. thoughts men ought to have of the
. Deity, muft be the revelation of {fome
¢ fupernatural truths relating to the glo-
-1y of God, and fome great concern

of men. Supernatural operations at-

- tefting fuch a revelation may with

reafon be taken to be miracles, as

- carrying the marks of a {uperior and

over-ruling power, as long ss no re-
velation accompanied with marks of
2 greater powcer appears againft it
Such {upernatural figns may juftly
fand good, and be received for di-
vine, 7. e, wrought by a power {upe-

- tior to all, till a miffion attefted by
operations of a greater force fhall dif-
- prove them: bccaufe it cannot be

luppofed God fhould fuffer his pre-

- 1ogative to be {o far ufurped by any
nferior being as to permit any crea-

{ruc
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ture, depending on him, to fet his

feals, the marks of his divine autho.

rity, to a miffion coming from him,
For thefe fupernatural figns being the
only means God is conceived to have

to {atisfy men as rational creatures of

the certainty of any thing he would

-i-'i-r—r"'_'t-"'-.r
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reveal, as coming from himfelf, can

never confent that it fhould be wref:
ted out of his hands, to ferve the
ends and eftablifh the authority of an
inferior agent that rivals him. His
power being known to have no equal,
always will,and always maybe fafely
depended on, to fhewits {uperiorityin
vindicating his authority, and main.
taining every truth that he has re.
vealed. So that the marks of a {upe-
rior power accompanying it, always
have been, and always will be a vi-
fible and {ure guide to divine revela-
tion ; by which men may conduct
themfelves in their examining of re-
vealed religions, and be {atisfied
which they ought to receive as com-
ing from God ; tho’ they have by no

ncans

--.rr

.
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means apility precifely to determine

what 1s, or .1s not above the force of

any created being; or what operati-

ons can be performed by none but

a divine power, and require the im-
~mediate hand of the Almighty. And
~ thetefore we {ee ’tis by that our Sa.
viour meafures the great unbelief of
the Fews, John 15.24. laying, If
I had not done among them the <works
which ito other man did, they bad not
had firz, but now have they both feeis
and hated bothme and iny Father ; de-
clating that they could not but {ce the
power and prefence of God in thofe
many miracles he did, which were
greater than ever any other man had
done. When God f{ent Mofes to the
chidren of Ifrael with a meflage,
that now according to his promife he
would redeem them by his hand out
| of Egyptr, and furnifhed him with
figns and credentials of his miffion;

I 1s very remarkable what God him.
~ lelf fays of thofe figns, Exod. 4. 8.
 vAnd it fhall come to pafs, if they will

' G

| not

-~y

P —
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ot believe thee, nor hearken o 2hslGo
voice ‘of the firft fign, ( which wasjthe
rurning his rod 1into 2 ferpent) thatha
they will believe, and hearken to themi
voice of the latter [igi, (which wasico
the making his hand leprous by put-{juc
ting it in his bofom;) God farther|7¢
adds, v. 9. And it fball come to pafs,co
if they will not believe alfo thefe twove
Jigns, neither hearken unto thy voice,co
that thou [halt take of the water o th
she river and pour upon the dry land: P
and the water which thou takeft ontlal
of the river fhall become blood wupon |t
ihe dry land. Which of thofe opera
rions was or was not above the force |k
of all created beings, will, I fuppole, d
be hard for any man, too hard fora |3
poor Brick-maker to determine ; and |
therefore the credit and certain recep- |
vion of the miffion, was annexed to |
neither of them, but the prevailing of|
their atteftation was heightned by the|
increafe of their number;two {uperna
tural operations {hewing more powet

than one, and-three more than two.
God
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iGod allowed that it was natutal, that
ithe marks of greater power fhould
thave a greater impreflion en the
sminds and belief of the {pedtators. Ac-
sicordingly the Fews, by this eftimate
~judged of the muracles of our Saviour,
1 70bn 7. 31. where we have this ac-
icount, And many of the people belie<
oved on him, and [aid, when Chrift
o icometh will he do more nuracles than
:)ﬂtbeﬁ' which this man hath done? "'Ihis
: perhaps, as it is the plamneft, fo it 1s
iflalfo the f{ureft way to preferve the
m|teftimony of miracles in 1ts due force
2-{to all forts and degrees of people.
ce |For.miracles being the bafis on which
e, j[divine miflion is always eftablifhed,
g jand confequently that foundation on
ad |which the believers of any divine re-
- [velation muft ultimately bottom their
to {faith, this ufe of them would be loft,
of | not to all mankind, yet at leaft to
hejthe fimple and illiterate, (which is
na- the far greateft part) if miracles be de-
ver|fined to be none but fuch divine ope-
wo. Tatlons as are in themfelves beyond

rod . G 2 the

—




20 A TREATISE

the power of all created beings, or at
leaft operations contrary to the fix’d
and eftablifh’d laws of Nature. Forag
to the latter of thofe, what are the fix’d

and eftablith’d laws of nature, phile

fophers alone, if at leaft they can pre:
tend to determine. And if they are
to be operattons performable only by
divine power, I doubt whether any
man learned or unlearned, can in moft
cafes be able to fay of any particulat
operation that can fall under his fer
{es, that it is certainly a miracle. Be:
fore he can come to that certainty, he

Ty

muft know that no-created being has

a power to perform it. We know
good and bad angels hawve abulities

and - excellencies exceedingly beyond

all our poor performances or narrow
comprehenfions. But to define what
1s' the utmoft extent of power that a-
ny of them has, 1s a bold undertaking
of a man in the dark, that pronounces
without {eeing, and f{ets bounds in his
narrow cell to things at an infinite dif-
tance from his model and comprehen-
fion. Such
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Such definitions therefore of mira-
cles, however fpecious in difcourfe
and theory, fail us when we come to
ufe, and an application of them in
patrticular cafes.  1701-2,

Thefe thoushts conceruming mira-
cles, were acazz{ﬁaned by my reading
Mr. Fleetwood’s Effay on Miracles,
andthe letter writ to him on that [ub-

. jelt. T he one of them defining a mi-
racle to be an extraordinary operation
performable by God alone : and the
other writing of nuracles without q-
wy definition of a miracle at all.

| J. LiockE.
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