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AT 2 Ganerai AssiusLr of the State of Conngericus, holden
at Hariford on the fecond Thur/fday of May, 4. D. 180§.

' ORDERED, That the Hon. Davip DaceerT and Ww,
M. BetTts, Efq. prefent the thanks of this Aflembly to the
Reverend MaTTH1Aas BurxeT, for his Sermon preached at
the General Ele@ion on the 12th May inftant, and requcft a
copy thereof that it may be printed.

A true copy of record,
‘ Examined by
SAMUEL WYLLYS, SzcRETARY.
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RELIGION AND GOVERNMENT THE FOUNDA.
TIONS ©OF ORDER, PEACE AND SECURI.
TY, IN SOCIETY.
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" PSALM, xi. 3.

IF TRZ2 fovaAgJom BE DESTROYED WHAT CAN
: ‘THE RIGHIEOUS Do ?

"THIS animated interrogatory exhibits in firong
and expreflive language, the deplorable ftate of the
good man, when thofe only fure foundations of or-
der, peace and fecurity in fociety, religion and

government, are undermined and deftroyed—For -

though thefe are not exprefsly named, yet I think
it evident fram the context, that they are the foun.
dations referred to by the Pfalmift, when he repre.
fents the righteous as reduced to fuch a perplexed
and wretched condition by their deftruftion. And
indeed, what condition on earth can be imagined
more wretched than this ? I thofe only fure foun-
dations of order, peace and fecurity in fociety ire
deftroyed, what can the righteous do? or where
ean they fly for proteCtion and comfort ? The pillars
on which their fafety refted being taken away, they
ore of all men the moft miferable, Their confcience
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will not allow them to refort to thofe meafures, to
which the wicked without fcruple do, and they are
expofed to the perfecution, the rapine and plunder
of all who hate their perfons or covet their property,
without hope of relief. If government is deftroyed,
every human barrier to the corrupt lufts and paffions
of men is broken down, and we have no fecurity
for any thing we poffefs. The hand of every man
will be againft the hand of every man, and the
ftronger will opprefs the weak.—This doétrine, I am
fenfible, is contrary to that of fome minute philofo-
phers of the prefent day, who fay, that man needs
no external law or government to regulate his con.
dud, but that reafon which was given him for his
guide, united with opinion and fentiment, or the
moral fenfe, as they call it, is amply fufficient to ren-
der him a law to himfelf and to anfwer all the pur-
pofes of fociety, without any written law or coercive
power. But the falfity of this aflertion is demon-
ftrated by the whole hiftory of man, and the great
prevalence of vice, in every age and country, in op-
pofition to reafon, fentiment and law. Corrupt as
the world is, the general fentiment of mankind is
againft vice and iniquity ; the courfe of education in
all fchools and public inftruétions is to difcounte-
nance it, and the exprefs defign of all law and gov-
ernment is to reftrain and reprefs it. Yet over all
thefe barriers how often do the corrupt lufts and
paffions of men break ? How often are men: found
hardy enough to commit crimes which their own
confcience and the judgment of all mankind con-
demn. They burft the law’s inclofure, rob the -
widow and the orphan, and riot in the fpoil of ine
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nocence. -They ¢ perpetrate treafon, murder, and
¢ other atrocious deeds that ftrike the foul with
‘¢ horror but to name them.” And if fuch enor-
mities are often committed in oppofition not only to
reafon and the general fenfe of mankind, but to the
 reftraints of law and government, how much more
frequent would they be, aud to how much greater
height would they rife, if this fence was broken
down, and this reftraint taken off ? 'Would not the
lawlefs paffions of men rage without controul, and
fpread defolation far and wide? They furely would.
On this account therefore, in order to bridle the
lufts, to curb the violence of men, and prote& the
perfon and property of one man from the invafion
of another, all nations have of neceffity, as well as
of choice, fubmitted to fome form of government,
declared and eftablithed by written laws or common
confent, to be adminiftered and executed by the one,
the few, or the many. A monarch, a body of nobles,
or reprefentatives and magiftrates chofen by the peo-
ple, for the terror and punifhment of evil doers, and
the encouragement and protection of them that do
well. This is, or fhould be, the end and defign of all
government ; and to this end when rightly framed
and adminiftered, it doth indeed greatly conduce.

BuT ftill excellent and beneficial as this inftitution
is, feeble in many inftances would be the beft form
of government, and ineffetual the moft wife and
falutary laws, and the greateft fidelity in the execu-
tion of them, without a fenfe of religion and the
terrors of the world to come. The great and the

mighty are often fo exalted by their wealth and
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their power, 25 to be above the féar of the penulties
of the law, and the cenfures of men for the breach of
them ; and the poor fometimes, view themfelves as
abready funk fo low in the public eftimation, that they
have little concern about finking lower, and they are
fo wretched in their circumftances that they eannet
be redi.ed to much worfe in this werld, and .are
therefore under little reftraint from what men- think
of or can do to them, and thus without fear or
fhame cemmit any crimes to which inclination or
opportunity prompts. —But- even where men dread
the penalties of the law and the eenfures of thcpub-
hc, there are ten thoufand inftances in which: ‘they
may elude them both. In which men of all ranks
may commit 2 multitude of crimes, under the covert
of fuch darknefs and concealment as no human eye
can penetrate, nor any finite arm lay hold on them.
—1f then there be no fenfe of religion on the mind,
nor any fear of God before their eyes, what will re-
ftrain them from any deed however atrocious, to
which profit or pleafure tempts them ? Will the man
who difregards the authority of that Being who is
every where prefent, and to whofe all piercing eye all
things are open and naked, regard the authority of
oneé whom he may deceive every moment ? Will the
man who .has perfuaded himfelf, if fuch a perfuafion
there can be, that there is no God, or if there is,
that this life is the whole of his exiftence and that he
fhall never be called to an account in a future ftate,
for apy of his conduct in this; will he abftain from,
~ any erime to which his inclinatien leads, where con«
cealment can fhield him from the reproach, or power
prote& him from the vengemce of the public? Un-

3
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der fuch circumftances will he befitate to defraud
his neighbor, to betray or affaffinate his friend, of
fell his country, if he can make a profitable or even
a faving bargain to himfelf ¢ He furely will not.
But honor, honefty, grctitude and friendfhip, will in
this cafc be all facrificed at the fhrine of intereff,
pleafure or ambition. In a word, banith a fenfe of
religion and the terrors of the world to come from
fociety, and you at once diflolve the facred obiigac
tions of confcience and leave every man to do that
which is right in his own eyes; you let mankind
loofe like fo many beafls of prey, to roam at large, to
deceive, deftroy and devour all whom fraud or forcs
may put in their power. Whoever therefare regards
his own intereft or that of the public, muft be a
friend to religion as the fureft bond of propricty in
all private dealings, and as the beft prefervative of
national peace and welfare. If then religion and
government are thus fundamental and important, to
_the order, peace and fecurity of fociety, it will be
natural to afk, how thefe foundations may be bef}
1laid and perpetuated ? and to this queftion I anfwer,

1. Bv-a right and virtuous education of the chils
dren and youth of the country. Train up a child
in the way in which he fhould go, was the advics
and command of a great ruler and very wife man;
and the benefit of it he affures you will be, that whefy
be is: old he will not Gepart from it, and it is an ade
vice moft worthy of attention and regard as being
foupded m fact and experience. Tis education
forms the mind and dire@s the habits. Without
education, and that knowl;dge.whichisthe el of
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it, men are ever liable to be impofed upon and led
aftray. Ignorant of the true nature of things they
are degraded and deprefled by the grofleft fuperfti-
tion, or blown up by the wildeft enthufiafm. They
are duped and lead blindfold by every defigning
demagogue, or tamely crouch down under every
lordly defpot : but when men are well educated and
rightly informed, they will fhake off thefe fetters of
the mind and affert the true rights and dignities of
man. Inftrued in the arts and fciences, in the laws
and cuftoms of nations, in their own rights and thofe
of others, they will be more likely to defend the
one and to abftain from infringing the other.
Trained up in the knowledge and in the habit of
performing the duties they owe to God, their
neighbor and themfelves, they will be lefs likely
to depart from or break the order and peace of
fociety by any improper condu. It is in_this view
that all civilized nations have confidered the educa-
tion of children and youth as a matter of the greateft
importance. The ancient Greeks and Romans paid
a Very pariicular attention to this fubje&. They ear-
ly taught their children to fear the gods, to obey their
parents, teachers and rulers, and to love their coun-
try. They inftruted them in their rights, and in- .
fpired them with fpirit and courage to defend them.
They brought them up in the habits of induftry, tem-
perance and juftice. They inured them to hardfhips
by labor and exercifes fuited to their age. They
ftimulated them to virtuous and heroic deeds by mo-
tives of glery and honor, and deterred them from
.vice and mmiquity by difgrace and punifhment.
Hence arofe poets and orators, patriots and heroes,
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that have eternized the names of thefe republics.
And would we arrive to like fame, and hand down
to pofterity unimpaired the happy conftitution under
which we live, andthe divine religion which we enjoy,
with a reafonable hope that they will be preferved in
our land, it muft be as one mean, by attending to
the education of the rifing generation. The happi-
nefs or mifery of a nation like ours muft greatly de-
pend upon the knowledge or 1gnorance of the great
body of the people.

2. In this view alfo, the public worfhip of God,
the aflembling ourfelves together for prayer, praife,
and religious inftruétion, on the Lord’s day, is a mat-
ter of the greateft moment. This is the moft excel-
lent method, to communicate, fpread and perpetuate
the knowledge of God and religion in the world,
that ever hath been, or can be devifed. Indeed it
is the only method that can maintain a public regard
to religion, which without it would be quickly loft
and forgotten. Were the preaching of the word
and the adminiftration of the facraments of baptifin
and the Lord’s fupper generally negleéted or difcon-
tinued, men would {foon relapfe into the fame dark-
nefs and idolatry which fo univerfally prevailed
before the appearence of the great fun of righteous-
nefs, and as univerfally reigns now in thofe parts of
the earth where the gofpel hath never come or been
received.—For this reafon Julian the apoftate, when
he attempted the overthrow and deftru&ion of the
Chriftian religion, prohibited the public affembling
of the Chriftians for public worfhip and religious
inftruction, well knowing that if he could fucceed
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in this, he could the more effe®ually accomplith
his defign ; and if ever the Chriftian religion is
extirpated, it muft be by bringing its inftitutions
isto difrepute, and caufing them to be negletted.
And therefore to demalith thefe is the great aim of
its enemies. But not only is public worthip or an
agtendance upon the inflitutions of religion, impor-
tant, as it is adapted to communicate, diffufe and
perpetuate the knowledge of the dottrines and prin.
ciples of Chriftianity, but as it has a moft happy
tendency to give them a deeper, and more lafting
jmprefion on the mind, to render men not only
wifer but better, to retify the temper and regulate
the condu@. The hearing the virtues of piety,
juftice, temperance, purity and charity or love from
Sabbath to Sabbath explained and inculcated, and
the oppofite vices of impiety, injuftice, intempe-
rance, impurity, enmity, variance and contention,
fligmatized and condemned, and all enforced, with
the folemn confideration of a judgment to come,
when the {ecrets of all hearts fhall be revealed, and
the deeds done in the body be rewarded or punith.
ed, according to their nature and defert, has a
natural tendency to lead to the prattice of the
former, and to check and reftrain from the com-
miffion of the latter. In this way the public worfhip
of God has 3 moft falutary influence not only to
promote the beft good of individuals, but the order, -
peace, and harmony of families, focieties, ftates and
empires. To make gaod hufbands and wives, good
parents and children, good mafters and fervants,
good rulers and fubje@s—To make rulers rule in
the fear of God, apd the ruled fubmit and pay. all
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proper obedience, not only for wrath, bat for con-
fcience fake. Yea the very meeting together of
numbers in one place, from Sabbath to Sabbath, =8
the children of one God and Father, to offer up
their prayers and praifes to him the Father of mer-
cies and the fountain of all good, is adapted to com-
ciliate their minds to each other, and make them
more loving and friendly than they otherwile would
be. On the contrary were the public inftitutions
of religion generally negleGted and difufed, grofs
ignorance in divine things, and great corruption in
morals would foon enfue.~This I think may be
fairly concluded from the difference there is, between
the knowledge and the morals of the mafs of the
people, in thofe places in our land, where the m-
ftitution of the Sabbath, and the preaching of the
gofpel are regularly obfeérved, and where they are
not. In the latter the people grow up in ignorance
of thefe things, quite rude and uncivilized in their
manners. The Sabbath being confidered as a day
of reft, is fpent in idlenefs, drinking, gaming, and
other -vices which corrupt the mind, and introducé
penury and want, mifery and wretchednefs into the
abodes of men. So that as one ftrongly but truly
exprefles it, if our churches were generally fhut up
and the public inftitutions of religion thrown afide,
according to the infidel’s wifh, the civil magiftrate, if
he confulted the good of fociety, would foon force
them open in order to reclaim the criminals that
would otherwife be let loofe upon the world.

3. AnorHER thing, upon which the welfare and
fiability of government much depends, is the choice

e a
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of wife and worthy men, men of found heads,
honeft hearts, and exemplary lives to fill the legif-
lative, judicial and executive departments of ftate,
This in a republican or free government is a matter
of moft ferious concern, what are the chara&e.s and

qualifications of the perfons you elet to office, and

too much attention cannot be paid to it, by all
who with well to their country ; becaufe, if the men
who are raifed by the people to legiflate, judge of, or
execute the laws for them, are weak and ignorant,
the laws they frame muft partake of the fame quali-
ties; or if they be corrupt in their principles, and dif-
folute and immoral in their lives, they will have a
motive in their own breait and condu& to be remifs
in the execution of the laws, however wi‘e and good
they may be. Yéa they become themfelves exam-
ples and encouragers of vice to others, and thus con-
tribute to weaken and deftroy the very govemnien;
thtey are fworn to maintain. On which account,

the ancient Greeks in the time of the greateft purity

and perfection of their government, would admit no
perfon to office among them who lived a diffolute
and immoral life, judging him unworthy of public
truft who could not, or would not govern himfelf
by the rules of prudence, fobriety and juftice. And
upon the fame principle no doubt it was that Jethro
the father in law of Mofes, gave that excellent ad-
vice to him, with refpett to the qualifications of the
judges he fhould chufe to affift him in the govern.
ment of the people Ifrael,

TuaT they fhould be able men, fuch as fear God,
men of truth, ‘hating covetoufnefs. That is, as the



AN ELECTION SERMON. 15

words plainly import, that they fhould be men of
good natural underftanding and competent acquired
knowledge. Men aéting under the belief and awe
of God as their infpetor and judge, to whom they
confider themfelves accountable for their condué and
whom they fear to offend. Men truly honeft and
upright in their principles and views, not aftuated
and governed by the fordid motives of felf intereft
and aggrandizement in their defire and execution of
office, but by a fincere regard to the public good.
And fure better advice than this, could not be giv-
en, nor more important qualifications direfted to in
the choice of rulers. YetI am well aware that one
of thefe qualifications, viz. the fear of God, is by
numbers, thought to.be of very little confequence,
- and fome there are, who even deride the very idea
of paying any attention to it at all, declaring our
deareft interefts to be as fafe in the hands even of an
atheift, as any other man. But with that great pat-
riot and ftatefman the late Governor Livingflon of
New-Jerfey, I muft yet think that this is a qualifica-
tion of very great importance in a ruler. And that
the father in law of Mofes gave him very good ad-
vice, when he direted him to pay particular atten-
tion to it in thofe whom he fhould appoint to be
judges and rulers over the people lfrael. For if God
be fuch a being, as both reafon and revelation de-
clare him to be, an omnifcient, holy, juft ard all-
powerful being, whofe eyes are in every place, be-
holding the evil and the good, to punifth the one
and reward the other according to their charatter
and deeds, then certainly, the fear and awe of him
muft operateas the greateft reftraint from that which
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is evil, and the moft powerful incentive to that which
is good, and he who is truly aluated by this prin.
ciple, will never give his voice or influence to pervert
juftice or fupport iniquity. But the man who does
not believe in the being and providence of God, or
is not actuated by the fear and awe of him, has in
many cafes no bond or reftraint upon his conduct,
and therefore is not fit to be trufted with a nation’s
weal, which he will not fcruple, whenever he can
with impunity, to facrifice to his luft or ambition.

4. ANoTHER thing highly worthy the attention
of all who with to promote the order, peace and fta-
bility of governinent is, that as much as in them
lies, they cherith and cultivate a fpirit of unity and
eoncord, and avoid and difcourage that unreafonable
jealoufy, and party zeal, which throws the members
of the State, into different factions, purfuing differ-
ent interefts of their own, and often both of them
very different from that of the public. So much
political jealoufy as leads men to watch over their
rights and liberties with care, that they be not infrin-
ged, is proper and laudable, yea, is an indifpenfi-
ble duty : But when men enlift themfelves in par-.
ties and range themfelves under particular leaders,
they too often lofe fight of the public good and yield
themfelves up implicitly to their diretions, whom
like a band of dragoons they follow wherever they
lead. They confider not the truth, the reafonable.
nefs, or the juftice of the caufe, but what will pro-
mote the views and interefts of the party to which
they attach themfelves. This cafts a mift before
their eyes and fandlifies every mean, however bafe
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and iniquitous, that will contribute to the particular
defigns of the party. Hence flander, mifreprefen-
tation, the groffeft falfhoeds and even yiplence when
the end cannot be obtained without it, are the com.
mon refort of men actuated by this fpirit. When it
rifes to any confiderable height, it engenders the
moft virulent fa&ions and deadlyanimofities in neigh-
borhoods, focieties and flates, which are often per-
petuated from generation to generationand fometimes
work the overthrow and ruin of the community or
ftate where they prevail. It wag this fpirit of party,
which haftened the downfall of ancient Rome, once
the wonder and miftrefs of the world. The power-
ful parties of Ceefar and Pompey kept the ftate a
long time in convulfions, till the vi€tory of Cafar
over Pompey gave ita mafter, and inftead of a gov-
emment managed by freemen, fubjeted the proper-
ty, the liberty, and lives of the citizens of Rome,
to the willof a tyrant. And Jofephus, the Jewith -
hiftorian, informs us, that to the party fattions and
inteftine divifions that rent and convulfed the Jews
among themfelves, their deftruction was more owing,
than to the conquering arms of the Romans. This
fame {pirit alfo contributed to reduce Holland and
Switzerland to their prefent degraded and humilia-
ting condition, to have their rulers, government
and laws ditated and controled by a foreign power.
Should uot then the fate of thefe and other nations
famed in ftory, be a folemn memento and warning
to the people of this land, to check and caft out that
demon of party, which hath rifea among us, engen-
dering enmity, ftrife apd Eontention, and ingiyiag to
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the vileft - flander, mifreprefentation and falthood,
thatalas ! men of different parties in the violence of
their zeal, can fcarce think or fay a good thing of
each other ; and of confequence, while this difpofi-
tion /reigns, will never unite in meafures for the pub-
lic good, but even againft the plaineft dictates of
reafon and common fenfe will forever ufe all their

‘efforts to perplex and counteralt each other.

5. ONCE more, permit me to obferve, that in or-
der to the ftability of afree government it is necefla-
ry that the great body of the people be, and contin-
ue virtuous, fober, induftrious and lovers of order.
So long as this is the cafe, there will be little to be
feared. All things will go well. Liberty, peace
and prolperity, will dwell with fuch a people, at
leaft there will be nothing among themfelves, to in-
terrupt or banifh thefe blefled inhabitants from their
refidence with them.. But whenever there fhall be a
general corruptior among the great body of the
people, when pride, felfifhnefs and ambition, or an
infatiable thirft for power, fhall pervade and attuate
~ the higher orders ; whenvice, licentioufnefs and op-
pofition to all juft rule and reftraint fhall charaer-
ize the lower ranks of men, ¢ when rulers govern
and people obey, when minifters counfel and foldiers
fight, when judges prefide over the laws and jurors
bear teftimony, not from any regard to the "princi-
ples of ‘confcience, the fear of the Lord or the pub-
lic good, but their own private interefts and aggran-
dizement, then it is eafy to fee, that a government
thus adminiftered is without any folid fupport within
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or without, and thus diftempered in all its members,
it muft gradually decline and walfte away, or fall a
prey to the firft acute diforder that attacks it. This
the Roman hiftorians inform us, was the fatal prog-
refs of corruption and vice in that famed republic and
once free ftate of ancient Rome. While a patriot
ardor glowed in the breafts of her fenators, judges
and generals, while temperance, frugality and induf-
try, fubmiflion to order and juft government, pa-
tience and refolution, to do and to fuffer all things for
the fecurity, reputation, liberty and glory of their
country charatterized her citizens, peace and prof-
perity reigned at home, fame, conqueft and empire
crowned their arms abroad ; but when a felfith am-
bition took place of love of their country, and zeal
for the public was extinguifhed by party rage, when
the riches of the eaft and the f{poils of conquered
provinces, had introduced indolence, floth, luxury
and avarice, and all the arts and follies of a corrupt-
ed ftate, and above all, when the principles of Epi-
curus had banifhed religion, the onlyeffectual reftraint
upon human conduét, from the ftate, and left every
man to do what was right in his own eyes, then as
a nervous writer* very jultly defcribes her fate, like
the Ifraelites of old, when they had renounced the
government of their God and the protettion of his
providence, they were given up toruin. Unnerved
and efleminated by luxury and excefs, they were ex-
pofed to infults from abroad, and to inteftine broils
and civil wars at home. A fucceflion of tyrants,

i

* Mr. Hunuter,
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monfters of impiety, debauchery and cruelty, was
permitted to lath the Romans into virtue, or corre&®
and punith their vices, under whom the ftate lan-
guithed, rather than lived under a complication of
diforders, till Rome, imperial, immortal, eternal
Rome, the miftrefs of the world, thé ftrong and
fpreading oak, that covered all the beafts of the
eartl), having filled her meafure of wickednefs and
accomplifhed her fate, the fate of nations, expires,
or rather dwindles away, a poor and fhrivelled plant,
deprived of its native virtue and the bénigh influen-
ces of heaven, andis fcattered, the fport of winds,
into thé common maf§ of univerfal matter. An aw-.
ful monument and folémn warning to the worid,
that while righteoulnefs exaltéth a nation, vice is the
reproach and rum of a people.”

" AND now to bring this already long difcourfe to
a clofe, what are the leflons which it inculcates and
the improvement which is proper to bé made of it,
by this numerous and auguft affetbly ? To yout
Excellency the Governors-to your Honor the Lieut-
enant Governor, and to you Gentlemen the Legifla-
tors and Reprefentatives of this State, doth it not
ftrongly fuggeft, the high importance of giving all
poflible encouragement and fupport to the means of
education, the common fchools and public femifa-
ries, thofe fountaifs of ufeful knowledge to our
youth, whence ftreams rhay continually flow to wa-
ter and refrefh our land, or to vary the figure,
whence our children and youth may be trained up
to ufefulnefs and hohor, and be as pillars in church
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and flate ? Again, do not the above confiderations,
alfo ftrongly declare the propriety and importance
of giving countenance and fupport to the publig
worfhip of God, and its neceflary inftitutions. I
know it is the opinion of fome, and it is to be fear-
ed, that with the fool, who hath faid in his heart,
there is no God, it is the wifh of more, that govern-
ment fhould take no netice, nor by any laws enalt-
ed for that purpofe, give any countenance or fup-
port to religion, but leave God and religion, entire-
ly unnoticed, as much as if there was no fuch being
or thing in exiftence. For a nation or gavernment
of atheifts, if fuch a government ever did or can "
exift, I acknowledge fuch a condu& would Be pro-
per and in charater ; but for a nation of theifts,
and efpecially of Chriftian theifts, who profefs to
believe in the being of 2 God, and that th¢ worthip
of him is a duty, and of public and gemeral utility
to a people, I fay for fuch a nation or government
to be filent on this head, would certainly be very. -
improper, if not an impious and unpardonable neg-
le& ; for if there be a God, if the public worthip
of him be a duty and of great ufe to the virtue and
morals of men, to check, reftrain and reprefs, the
overflowings of ungodlinefs, to engage men to live
in peace and love with each other, to fubmit to order
and good government, and above all to difpofe and
prepare them for a future and more happy ftate of
exiftence, then certainly it muft be a matter highly
worthy the attention of every government to give
countenance and fupport to the inftitutions of reli-
gion—-nor can magiftrates and rulers, according to
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{cripture prophecy, be nurﬁng fathers to the church,
if they do not. :

Far be it from me to with to fee, and God for-
bid we ever fhould fee, any government in this
country, enaéting laws to di¢tate what articles of
faith men fhall believe, what mode of worfhip they
fhall adopt, or to raife and eftabliih one mode of
worfhip or denomination of Chriftians above or
in preference to another. No, let the human mind
be left perfeitly free, in all thefe particulars, to
chufe and adopt, fuch modes as it pleafes, and let
all denominations have equal countenance and fup-
port of government ; and while ye venerable fathers
of your country, to whofe care we commit our
moft valuable rights, civil and religious, while ye
thus fupport the external inftitutions of religior, by
wife and liberal laws and provifions, framed for
that purpofe, and thus become nurfing, protetting
fathers to the church, may we not rationally con-
clude, that while agreeable to the command of Mo-
fes to the tribes of Zebulon and Ifachar, ye call the
people to the mountain, the temple or houfe of
God, there to offer the facrifices of righteoufnefs ;
you will fanction and give force to your laws, by
your own example going before and leading them
thither, and in all things being patterns to them, in
piety, virtue and every good work. Thus will you
moft effeCtually give energy to your laws, and order,
peace and permanency to government.

To you, my Reverend Fathers and Brethren in
the gofpel miniftry, this difcourfe may with peculiar
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propriety be addrefled. It is your appropriate and
honorable work to diffipate the clouds of ignorance
and error, to enlighten and irradiate the human mind
with knowledge, and by every mean to ftrive to make

men wifer and better, to inculcate upon them prin-
ciples of love and peace, with each other, of order

and fubjeftion to government, human and divine,
and by inftruction and example to lead their views
to a future and better world. Let this then be the
grand object of our aim. Being by our ftation and
office appointed and defigned to reflet the rays of
light from the great fun of righteoufnefs, let ‘our
light fo fhine before men, that they feeing the
light of our good works, may be led to glorify
our Father, the Father of lights, who is in heaven.
Confidering ourfelves as a city fet on a hill that can-
not be hid, that all our a&ions and condu& is ob-
ferved and critically fcanned, and by many with the
worft intent, that they may gain an advantage againit
us, and through our fides, wound and deftroy the
caufe of our blefled Redeemer, let us agreeable to
the command and direftion of our Lord and his
apoftles, be wife as ferpents and harmlefs as doves.
Let us walk circumfpeitly, with prudence, honefty
and uprightnefs, in all our intercourfe with the
world, being examples to the flock and to the world,
in faith, in purity, in word, in dotrine and ev-
ery good work. Thus let us put to filence and
fhame, the flanders and revilings of libertine and
ungodly men, who are ever ready, and often do
fay all manner of evil of us. But let us not be
difmayed or ditheartencd, hv ‘heir revilings, to
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&ive up the truth or defert the caufe of our divine
Malter ; but let us contend earneftly for the faith
once delivered to the faints, when oppofed, not with
the virulence of bigots but with meeknefs, candor,
and found {peech, that cannot be gainfayed, Let
us go on, in the noble and pleafing work of dif-
fufing knowledge, human and divine, of inculcating
upon men the principles of virtue, peace and order,
of training them up for, and leading them to heaven
and happinefs above.

Anp ye fathers and mothers in this our American
Ifrael, will you not unite your efforts with ours in
this benévolent work ? Much depends upon you in
training up the rifing generation to be worthy and
ufeful members of fociety here, or fuitable inhabi-
tants of a better world hereafter ; and efpecially up-
on you, ye venerable and refpeted matrons, who
have the care of the tendereft years of your children,
to fow the feeds of virtue, which are afterwards to
‘be matured by the foftering hand of the father.
The impreflions firlt made are often moft lafting,
and numbers of great and good men have declared
themfelves more indebted to the tender and pious
inftruftions of their mothers in childhood, that they
were kept from vice, and became virtuous members
of fociety, than all after means. Very honorable
is the mention which St. Paul makes of the mother
and grand mother of Timothy, and which St. Auftin
makes of his mother Monica in this view, that the re-
ligious inftructions which fhe gave him when a child
made {uch impreflions on his mind as were never
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obliterated, but remained with him through the
dangerous feafon of youth, and by the bleffing of
God, preferved him from many a vice and folly.*

EarvLy then ye parents begin this benevolent,
this pleafing work of feafoning the minds of your
children with fentiments of virtue; teachthem their
duty to God and man—acquaint them with their
rights, as men and citizens ; infpire them with a
love of their country, and a zeal to promote and
defend its interefts ; educate them in the habits of
induftry, temperance, frugality, peaceablenefs, order
and fubje@tion to government—inftruét them in the
nature of the worthip of God, and lead them to the
performance of it, in your families and in the church ;
bring thefe lambs of the flock and prefent them be-
fore your heavenly Father, the great Shepherd and
Bifhop of fouls, for his blefling ; and thus habitu-
ate them to, and prepare them for the fublime em-
ployments of his holy temple above. And ye bloom-
ing youth of both fexes, who are rifing to fucceed
your parents, in whofe hands the country and
church will foon be depofited, will ye not liften to
the counfeis, and follow the example of your pious
and revered parents, minifters and friends. With
pleafing hope we anticipate the day when you fhall
come forward an ornament and blefling to your
country, to diret her counfels; and defend her

* The above addrefs to Mothers was omitted in the delivery,
as there were few of them prefent, but as the fermon may pof-
* fibly fall into the hands of feme fuch, the author thinks pro-
per to commit it to the prefs with the reft.

D
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rights, or polith the manners and footh the care of
her fons. That this may be the cafe, furnifh your
minds while young with ufeful knowledge, fearch
-for it as for hid treafure, qualify yourfelves to
a&t your part with ability on the great theatre of
life, to ferve your country and your God, whether
in a humbler or higher department of the various
ftations, pofts and offices to which you may be def-
tined and called. Ceafe from the inftructions of
them who would caufe you to err from the word
of knowledge. Guard againft the poifonous—the
wide {preading and foul deftroying principles of infi-
delity and libertinifm—Tliften not to the {yren fong
of pleafure, nor to the feductions of evil company,
whofe evil communications corrupt good mauners.
Be companions of the wife and the good, the friends
of order, religion and virtue, by whom your minds
may be informed, and your morals refined. Above
all things let me enjoin it upon you, to remember
your Creator in the days of your youth, before the
evil days come on in which ye fhall fay, ye have no
pleafure. Tmprefs your minds with the folemn awe
of the dread majefty of heaven and earth, and this
will preferve you from many a fin, and from many
a bitter pang. Seek that wifdom which is from
above, and it will regulate all your fteps ; prefcribe
the proper rule of your condu&, and thew you what
is due from you to yourfelves, your neighbor, and
your God.

FinaLLy, ye Freemen, all of every clafs whofe
high prerogative it is, to raife up, or pull down, to
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inveft with office and authority, or to withhold them,
and in whofe power it is to fave or deftroy your
couniry, confider well the important truft and dif-
tinguithing privileges which God and nature have
put into your hands. To God and pofterity you
are accountable for them. See that you preferve
them inviolate and tranfmit them to pofterity unim-
paired. Let not your children have reafon to curfe
-you for giving up thofe rights, and proftrating thofe
inftitutions which your fathers delivered to you as a
facred palladium, and which by the blefling of God
have been peculiarly beneficial to the order, peace
and profperity of this State, amid all the viciffitudes
and convulfions of other ftates and kingdoms round.
And that this happy ftate of things may continue,
look well to the charaéters and qualifications of thofe
you ele&t and raife to office and places of truft. In
this momentous concern, let the wife counfel of Je-
thro, tho’ a prieft, be your guide. Choofe ye out
from among you able men, fuch as fear God, men
of truth and hating covetoulnefs and fet them to
rule over you. Think not that your interefts will be
fafe in the hands of the weak and ignorant or faith-
fully managed by the impious, the diflolute and the
immoral. Think not that men who acknowledge
not the providence of God nor regard his laws, will
be uncorrupt in office, firm in defence of the right-
eous caufe againft the oppreflor, or refolutely oppofe
the torrent of iniquity. Their own emolument,
eafe or pleafure, will at any time induce them to
connive at injuftice and iniquity, or join with the
oppreflor.  'Watch over your liberties and privileges
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civil and religious with a careful eye. Indefence of
thefe be zealous, refolute and intrepid. They de-
mand it of you and are worthy of it, eventho’ your
lives were to be facrificed. But indulge not an un.
reafonable jealoufy, nor a captious fpirit of caviling
with, or faulting the condu& of thofe you entruft
with power—nor a fondnefs for perpetual and unne-
ceffary change of men or meafures. Remember it is
always fafer and better for a people, to commit their
interefts to the care of thofe whofe ability, fidelity
and patriotifm they have tried and found equal ta
their truft, thanto thofe whom they have not, even
though they may be fuppofed to be perfeltly equal in
all thefe particulars.

BanisH party factions from among you—let the
general good take place of contratted felfithnefs, and
‘the public welfare triumph over private animofity,
Difcountenance vice, and be patterns and promoters
of virtue and good morals as the only fecurity for
the fupport and profperity of a republican govern-
ment.

REevERE, imbibe and pradtife that holy heaven-
born religion, which is firft pure, then peaceable~—
gentle, eafy to be intreated, and full of good fruits,
without partiality and without hypocrify. In a
word, let the love of God, your country, and man-
kind rule your hearts and actuate your condué ; and
let this be manifefted by that which is the only true
proof of it—obedience to his laws, ¢ a patriot foul
and a public fpirit.”
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Tren may you hope that order, peace and har-
mony-~—honor and profperity will dwell with us, and
God himfelf be our fhield and defence—

AMEN.




	Burnet._2_26.pdf
	Burnet2.27_30.pdf



