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That a Science which 1s univerfal in its ufe and extent, ac-
commodated to each individual, yét éomprehending the
- whole community, fhould évei have beéest deeiéd uniie-
¢eflary to bé ftudied in an Utliverfity, is a matter of afton-

ifhmelas apd concern. | ) L
| BLACKSTONE,

$444 44 HHF 14044

R ¥ AN's Lnowledge is circumfcribed not only

by the limitation of his facultiés, but alfo

by that of his exiftence.. Perfeflion being unat-
taiiiable, a refolution to arfive at the happy fum-
foit of univerfal knowledge, would be as prepof
terous as an atteript to arréft the {un in his rapid
progrefs through the fkies. Into what path then
38 man, thatoffspring of itnperfeQion, that ¢hild
of errér, to be condufied? Let kim, ih his puf-
fuits after kinowledgey be allured to thofe branchés
only which have moft fotr their obje€t his own
happinefs, connefled with that gréater good, the
goc ' of fotiety. Learning is the moft precious
‘jewci; and could I add, without being charged

- with partiality for a favoutite ftudy, I would fay,
“‘{kat Bo leatning is fo excellent for all degrees of
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men as a knowledge of laws, and the principles of
legiflation. | | |

Univer{al diffufion of legal information beauti-
fies and adorns Juftice: with all her fplendid fuit:
it prefents her in an attityde fo divine, that I'ex-
cufe the ancients who worfhiped her asa goddefs.
To the honeft induftrious veoman-citizens it af-
fords a fhield of protettiontagainft the fecret in-
{inuations of fraud, and the boid attacks of ma-
levolence. -

Although ecclefiaftical and civil authority fhould
never be hlended togeiher, yet our Reverend
Teachers of Holy Things ought.not to be unfkilled
in the {cience’ of jurifprudence. . Their duty eon-
fifts in holding up the mirror to the face of man,
to' refle€t his weaknefles, his follies, his imper-
feGions and vices; tc teach him obedience to di-
vine inftitutions and civii authority, If the whole
duty of man is to be laid before him by his fpirii-
ual guides, the more extenlive and univerfal their
knowledge, the more ufzfuvl will their inftructions
be to all claffes of hearers. -
£ To judges and jurors the knowledge of jurif-
prudence is of {uperlative eoncern. Shall man’s
deareft interefis be adjudged by ignorance, by
prejudice, and by paflion? The wifdom of ages,
improved and colle&ted in thofe mafly volumes of
Englifh jurifprudence, requires a laborious in-
veltigation, to empower the judges to merit the
epithet and maintain the dignity of the fathers of
~ the rights of the peaple. | |
11l fated-and deplorable is the condition of that
¢untry, whofe legillators are ignorant. Their
- duty confilts in expounding, modgelling and cre-
~ating laws. To. maintain the propofitions, that
‘man can explain ftatutes he knows nothidg about,

¢an comment upon texts of which he is totally
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(5 ) | .
‘ignorant, or can remedy defe&s in laws of which
he has no knowledge, 1s prepofterous in' the ex-
treme.  As well might the unfkilled in mechanics
undertike to amend the defels in a.complicated
machine, or the untutored barbarian to enucleate
thofe mighty wonders which decorate and adorn
the vaft ampbitheatre of nature. A wife legiilator
is therefore a bright luminary to his country, and
. merts univerfal applaufe. His path i1s decorated

with flowers, and leads to glory. Every man is
his encmy, and his country’s too, who would rob "
him of his wreaths, or tarnifh his honour. .
‘Wherever the principles of legiflation are well .
underftoed; political jeal()ufy and. difcontent are: -
unknown or filenced. Inevery changé of govern-
ment from defpotilm to freedom, and in every
improvement. of law from barbarous rigour to
polilhed mildnefs, ignorant citizens -and blind
legiflators revolt againft meafures fuggefted by
wifdom, and which eventually prove glorious and
triumphant. o U
-1~ At the eftablifhment of the federal conflitution
of the United States, fome ignorant Americans,
through blindnefs, felt all the horrors to be appre-
hended froin internal agitation and civil com-
motion : yet how glorious has that inftitution
proved—and how cordially do theynow acquiefce
in the {yftem they {o bitterly cond¢mned. + = -
" The feudal {yftem-in England has been’ repre-+
{fented as a difgraceto its hiftory. But if we cone |
template the nature of Englifh jurifprudence, our
thoughts will ‘bring liome to our minds convic-
tion, that the feuda] {yftem is’the grand bafis of
that ftupendous fabric: that it 1s the rock on
which the wiie men of the world have builded;
~and the ftorms and tempefts have beaten upon the
fuperfirutture, and it has not yet fallen. There
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were doubtlefs many evils.in this {yftem, ‘bus
they were fuch as were not to have beén préveéents
ed 1n the early age of theswotld. A pure Ameéri-
can-like government could not have been hoped
for in that period, when the favage foo* roamed
a’er half creation, and nature blithed at the

“dawn of {cience. ‘The policy of the timeés woulg
not admit of that {pirit of liberty which now 3ii-
mates the repyblican. Let us not then be de-
luded : let the natural light which is within ué
fhine with its full luftre : let charify, that celeflial
fpark, that emanation of divinity, irradiate and
fublime our fouls: no longer lét the diftates of

found policy be execrated, or magnanimous ex-
ploits ftiginatized, by-the enemies of man, of by
mifguided zealots. - . 7 ¥ -
~ Let thefe refleftions ferve to convinée the
mind of the vaft importance of a géenéral diffufion
of the knowledge of jurifptudence. Permit mé
now to fuggeft, that while the fertunes of our
citizens “are incompetent for this purpofé, pro-
priety, publi¢ good and political neceEiEy‘", pléad
the caufe of this fcience, and folicit her introduc-
tion to the claffical exercifes of a collegiate edu-
" cation. In all countries celebrated for improve.
ment, this fcience has been particularly cultivat-
ed, and made a branch of elaflical léarning. No
geatleman in thofe countries deems his education
.complete, till: he has been indoétrinated in the
- tﬁgncc of lawgs. Public inftitutions for the pro-
motion of literature are the heart and feat of life
~ $0 our government, whence proceed the artéries
in tides of health to nourifh and fupport the wholé
{yliem. This our feminary, though yet in"het
infancy, has afforded prefages of her rifing great-
nefs. Already do her fons contend with thofe of
Oxford and Cambridge for she laurels of Par-
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Let us then give eclat to ler rifing gloxcf{,
ht conflel-

#dffus.

till fhe fhall be elevated with thofe brig
lations of the Eaft. | - .
Thou Seat of Literature, thou 4/ma Mater of
Wifdom, haften thy progrefs in the career of
glory ; and let me exhort thy patrons and fathers
to venerate and cherith in thy bofom the heaven-
born fcience of jurifprudence. May the genius
of freedom ialpire your breafts, ye patrons of
{cience, with the glorious ambition to raile up a
luminary in the Weft, which fhall ecliple her fiter
lights. With pleafing rapture I anticipate the
great event. The dawn of truth will burft the
relu&ant clouds of night, and her meridian fun-
fhine eftablifh and perpetuate the glory of Ame-
rica. The decrees of wifdom fhall aftord protec-
‘tion to innocence, and fecure the rewards of in-
duftry. The funeral dirge of injuftice and op-
preflion fhall be triumphantly fung ‘o’er anarchy’s
expiring ruins. - ' * *

Finis,




