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AN

ORATION,.

That a Science which is univerfal in its ufe and extent, ac-
commodated to each individual, yet comprehending the
whole community, fhould ever have becen deemed unne-
eeflary to be ftudied in an Univerfity, is a matter of afton-
#hment and concern, |

BLACKSTONE,
44t detdt e s

MAN’s knowledge is circumf{cribed not only
by the limitation of his faculties, but alfo
by that of his exiftence. Perfeflion being unat-
tainable, a refolution to arrive at the happy fum-
roit of univerfal knowledge, would be as prepof-
terous as an attempt to arreft the fun in his rapid
progrefs through the fkies. Into what path then
is man, that offspring of imperfeétion, that child
of error, to be condufted? Let him, in his pur-
fuits after knowledge, be allured to thofe branches
only which have moft for their obje&t his own
happinefs, connetted with that greater good, the
good of fociety. Learning is the moft precious
jewel; and could I add, without being charged
with partiality for a favourite ftudy, I would fay,
that no learning is {o excellent for all degrees of
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men as a knowledge of laws, and the principles of
legiflation.

Univerfal diffufion of legal information beauti-
fies and adorns Juftice with- all her fplendid fuit:
it prefents her in an attitude {o divine, that I ex-
~ cufe the ancients who worfhiped her asa goddefs.
\ .. To the honeft induftrious yeoman-citizens it af-
. fords a fhigld of proteétion againft the fecret in-

finuations of fraud, and the bold attacks of ma-

levolence. I

Although ecclefiaftical and civil authority thould
never be blended together, yet our Revercnd

Teachers of Holy Things ought not to be unikilled

in the fcience of jurifprudence. Their duty gan-

{ifts in holding up the mirror to the face of man,

to refle€t his weakneffes, his follies, his imper-

fe&ions and vices; to teach him obed ence to di-

vine inftitutions and civil authority. 1f the whole

duty of man is to be laid before him by his {pirit-
ual guides, the more extenfive and uni. erfal their
knowledge, the more ufeful will their inftruttions
be to all claffes of hearers.
~ To judges and jurors the knowledge of jurif-
| prudence is of {pperlative concern. Shall man’s
- deareft interefts be adjudged by igroraice, by
- prejudice, and by paflion? The wildom of ages,
improved and collgtted in thofe maffy volumes of
Englifh jurifprudence, requires a laborious in-
veftigation, to empower the judges to merit the
epithet and maintain the dignity of the fathers of
the rights of the people.
11l fated and deplorable is the condition cf that
country, whofe legiflators are ignorant, Their
- duty conlifts in expounding, modclling and cre-
ating laws. ‘To maintain the propofitions, that
man can explain ftatutes he knows nothing about,
¢an comment upon texts cf which he is totally
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ignorant, or can remedy defefls in laws of which
he has no knowledge, is prepofterous in the ex-
treme.  As well might the unfkilled in mechanics
urdert:ke to amend the defefls in a complicated
machine, or the untutored barbarian to enucleate
thofe mighty wonders which decorate and adorn
the vaft umphitheatre of nature. A wife legiflator
is therefore a bright luminary to his country, and
mer:ts univerfal applaufe. His path is decorated
with flowers. and leads to glory. Every man is
his enemy, and his country’s too, who would rob
him of his wreaths, or tarnifh his honour.

Wherever the principles of legiflation are well
underftoud, political jealoufy and difcontent are
unknown or filenced. Inevery change of govern-
ment from defpotifm to freedom, and in every
improvement of law from barbarous rigour to
polifhed mildnefs, ignorant citizens and blind
legiflators revolt againft meafures fuggelted by
wifdom, and which eventually prove glorious and
triumphant. |
- At the eftablifhment of the federal conftitation
of the United States, fome ignorant Americans,
through blindnefs, felt all the horrors to be appre-
hended from internal agitation and civil com-
motion : yet how glorious has that inftitution

roved——and how cordially do they now acquiefce
in the {yftem they {o bitterly condemned.

The feudal {yftem in England has been repre-
fented as a difgrace to its hiftory. But if we con-
template the nature of Englifh jurifprudence, our
thoughts wilt bring home to our minds convic-
tior, that the feudal {yftem is the grand bafis of
that ftupendous fabric: that it is the rock on
which the wife men of the world have builded,
and the florms and tempelts have beaten upon the
fuperftruture, and it hus not yet fallen. There
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were doubtlefs many evils in this fyftem, but
they verc fuch as were not to have been prevent-
ed 1n the early age of the world. A pure Ameri-
can-like government could not have been hoped
for ir that period, when the favage foot roamed
“o'er nralf creation, and nature bluthed at the
dawn of fcience. The policy of the times would
not adn it of that fpirit of liberty which now ani-
' mates the repyblican. Let us not then be de-
“Juded : let the natural light which is within us
thine wiith its full luftre : let charity, that celeftial
fpark, that emanation of divinity, irradiate and
fublime our fouls: no longer let the diftates of
found policy be execrated, or magnanimous ex-
ploits fligmatized, by the enemies of man, or by
mifguidec zealots. |
Let thefe refleflions ferve to convince ithe
mind of the vaft importance of a general diffufion
of the knowledge of jurifprudence. Permit me
now to fuggelt, that while the fortunes of our
~ citizens are incompetent for this purpofe, pro-
- priety, pullic good and political neceflity, plead
“the caufe of this fcience, and folicit her introduc-
~ tion to the :laflical exercifes of a collegiate edu-
" cation. In all countries celebrated for improves
" ment, this {:ience has been particularly cultivat-
ed, and mac'e a branch of claflical learning. No
gentleman in thofe countries deems his education
complete, tlt hc has been indoétrinated in the
fcience of laws. Public inftitutions for the pro-
motion of literature are the heart and feat of life
to our government, whence proceed the asteries
in tides of health to nourith and fupport the whole
{yftem. This our feminary, though yet in her
infancy, has aftorded prefages of her rifing great-
nefs. Already do her fons gontend wiith thofe of
Oxford and Cambridge for the laurels of Per-







