Jonathan Belcher, Efy

CaptainGencral end GOV ER N O U R in Chief in and over His Majcfties
~ Province of M in N ew-Bnglend, J

A Proclamation.

¢ HERE AS His Mijefty hath reccived repeated Complaints, That the Trade of His
Subjects in the Heff-Indies, and elfe-where, fuffers much Damage and Molettation from
Piratical Veliels, cfpecially from Veflels fitted out from the Spangh llands, in the }#efi-
Indies, Notwithftanding the Peace fubfifting between the two Nations, and contrary to
the Orders of the King ot Sgas/z to his Governours of Perw and New-Spain, and the
repeated Applications made to the Court of Spain for Satisl:&ion, for the Lofles and
Damages fuftained by His Maefty’s Subje@s : And His Majefty being determined to ufe
all potlible Means that may moft “effeCtually put 2 Stop to tuch Vislences for the future,
and protect his Suljeds in their lawful Trade and Navigation, hath been gracioufly pleafed
to fignific to me his Royal Pleafure, That when any of his Sutjetts tollowing their
lawful Trade in the Hyff-Indies, or elfe-where in Amcrica, fhall be urjoftly Plundered
_ *of delpoiled of their-Ships or Goods by any Petfons of what Nations tocver, the faid
Sufferers do by the firft Opportupity - give in thodme#- authentick Proofs of the Damages and Lofles they have
fuftaiued upon Oath befdrg .thc‘r{ Judge of -One of HigMajelty’s Vice-Admiraley Courts in the Plantations ; Which
!udgc after a duc Examinatish of che M{l_tcr, is to 'deliver to the Suffercrs -a :Qf_gluamﬁ Scntcscc under his
che Sval of theCoury Bevthig MILT WOC 6"“"'““ vircumitances of the ral, cn, cre and by
Whom committed, From what Port the Veflel or Vieflels that did the Damige was or were fitted out, and to
what Port the Ship or Goods were carricd, and the Value of the fame, and that the Whole has been duly proved
upon Oath before him ; Which Sentence or a Duplicats thereof is to be lodged in the Hands of the Governour of the
Colony where fuch Declaration is made: And that in Cafe any fuch Sentence or Duplicate thereof fhali happen to be
lodged with me, His Majefty has Ocdered that T deliver the fame to the Captain of any of His Ships of War within
this Government, who is thercupon with the Ship under his Command, to repair to the Port where fuch Ship or
Goods of His Majefty’s Subjocts fhall luve been carried in, or from whence fuch Ship or Ships, or Veflels were
fitted our, in Order to procure the immediate Releafement of fich of His Majefty's Subjeéls, as may have been
carried there, together with full Reftitation of che Ships or Goods fo Plundered or taken, or the Value thereof
or elfe the delivering up to him or them the Perfons and Ships which committed the Fa&, or to make Reprizak
in fuch Manner as is dire@ed by the Osders in that behalf to the Commander in Chief, and to the Captains
of His Majetty’s Ships in America :

Purfuant therefore to His Majcfly's Order abovefsid, and for Direttion to fueh of His Majeflys Subjelds
auithin this Province whofe Ships or Effelts bave been or fhall be thas Piratically talen
Have thought fit, with the Advice of His Majefty’s Council to Iffue this Proclamation, That fo ail
Perfons concerned in His Majefty’s Order above recited, may Kno'v Where, and in what Manner to apply

for Redrefs of the Injuries they have fuffered ; Hezeby Requiring the Judge of His Majefty’s Vice-Admiralty
Court within this Province, upon proper Application to him made, to take Proofupon Oath of the Loffes,

and Damages fuch Perfons have fuftained, as aforefaid, and to grant his Declaratory Sentence thereon in
Munper as is beforc dircéted ; And upon Laying beforr me fuch Scrtence, or a Duplicate thercof, I thall take
Care that the fame be delivered to the Commanders of His Majefty’'s Ships of V&ar that may be in this
Government, that fo they may purfue His Majefty’s Orders there-upon.,

Our Sovercign Lord GE O RG E the Second, by the Grace of GOD of Great Britain, France & [reland,
K I NG, Dufender ot the Faith, &

By His Excellency’s Command,
_with the Advice of the Council, 7 BFEILCHER:

o rr FufEFUEBRRED, Sccr.

G O D f{ave the King.
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Given at_the Council Chamber in Buffon, the SQ:&-Day of Aprél, 1 7 5 1. In the Fourth Year of the Reign of






