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SERMON.

Proverps xxix. 2. When the righteous are in au-
thority, the people rejoice : but when the wicked bear-
eth rule, the people mourn.

CiviL government is one of thofe bleflings
which a kind God has feen fit to beftow upon the
lapfed family of Adam. In this prefent imperfect
ftate, a people could not long remair happy, with-
out civil government : to remain in fuch a ftate of
anarchy, would be to remain in a ftate of perpetu-
al war. To prevent fuch a dire calamity, God in-

ftituted this ordinance. Rom. xiii.

But as ifnportant as civil government is, to the
happinefs of man ; yet, like all other gifts of prov-
idence its bleflings can never be enjoyed, but
through a juft and wife adminiftration. God has
ordained fummer and winter, feed-time and har-
veft ; but thould we neglect our relative duties, we -
fhould neither be fed nor clothed.

Though God has ordained civil government for
the good of man, he has not inftituted any particu-
lar mode or form of government ; but this he has
left to human wifdom, according to the different
circumftances, cuftoms and habits of different na-

tions.

A good and well adapted conftitution is to be
preferred ; neverthelefs, a defetive conftitution,
wifely adminiftered, would be productive of great-
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er good to the community, than a good conftitu-
tion in the hands of unrighteous adminiftrators.

* There may be fuch ignorance, neglet or injuf-
tice in the rulers on the one hand ; and fuch want
of aitention and fubmiffion (not to fay oppofition)
among the ruled on the othe: hand, 2s to render
civil government rather a curfe than a blefling.

That civil power and authority might be vefted
in fuch men, under whofe adminiftration the peo-
ple might be rendered happy, feems to be the lead-
ing idea in the paffage read for confideration.

In adverting to this fubject, I fhall endeavor to
- give a fhort defcription of thofe rulers, under whofe
adminiftration the people rejoice. Cecondly, reverfe
the fubjed. Thirdly, a fhort improvement of the
whole. Then clofe with cuftomary addrefles.

~ Agreeably to the propofed method, our atten-
tion 1s called,

d/I. To the chara&er of thofe rulers, under whofe

adminiftration the people will rejoice.

Righteoufnefs is the only qualification of a civil
ruler, mentioned by the infpired penman in our
text. There are fome, who ftrenuoufly contend,
that a perfon muft be made righteous, by the impu-
tation of the righteoufnefs of the Lord Jefus Chrift ;
or which is the fame thing, he muft be poflefled of
chriftianity, or he is not fuitably qualified for civil
office. Should this be granted, in order to be con-
fitent, another thing muft be granted (viz.) that it
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is the unly neceflary qualification : for when the right-
eous are in authority, the people rejoice That redigion
would be of great utility to a civil ruler, will be
granted ; but that this is the only, or even an efien-
tial qualification, cannot be fo eafily admitted. For
according to this fentiment, any man, giving good
evidence that he is a chriftian, however weak his
intellect, might with fafety be elected governor of
the ftate, or prefident of the nation. A fentiment
fo weak and glaringly inconfiftent, as to need no
refutation.

It remains therefore, to be afcertained, what that
righteoufnefs is, which is a characteriftic of a good
ruler.

As civil government is alluded to in the text, 1t
. is juft and reafonable to conclude that the righteouf-
nefs, there fpoken of, is a political righteoufnefs, that
is, a righteous adminiftration of the government
with which they are entrufted. To which feveral
things are neceflary. As |

1. They muft be men of good natural abilities,
men of penetrating mind and {found judgment. For
fhould there be a defect in their intellect (however
otherwife qualified) they would never be able to look
through the intricate affairs of ftate ; or attain to a
confiftent {cheme of adminiftration, which the good
and fafety of the public calls for. Therefore, men
of weak minds fhould never be chofen into office by
the freemen ; and in cafe of election, they ought
not to accept : for though they may be men who
poflefs honeft difpofitions of mind, ‘yet the great af-
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fairs of ftate, exceeding their natural abilities, ren-
ders it utterly impoflible for them to adminifter the
government in righteoufnefs. In fuch a cafe, it
would be more honorable in a man to decline, than
to accept of a place in civil government.

2. In order to a righteous adminiftration. of gov-
ernment, rulers muit not only have good heads, but
they muft have good hearts. They thould poflefs a
large portion of philanthropy, an ardent love for
their people. Love is the mainfpring of every inter-
change of kind offices among men. 1In no cafe has this

~ divine principle a more efficacious operation, than

when the ruler’s heart is infpired with a paternal af-
fetion towards his fubjects. To be the father of his
people, is the magiftrate’s dignity. This conftitutes
his neareft conformity to our univerfal Parent." This
‘will ftimulate rulers to purfue the common happi-
nefs, under the greateft difficulties and moft prefling
trials. It was this, that animated a Moy/fes, infpired
- a David, and fortified a Nebemiah, under the moft
alarming trials, perplexities and dangers, while man-
aging the great affairs of ftate. And this will give
energy to the exertions of our rulers, for the prof-
perity and happinefs of their brethren ; and make
them efteem the moft afliduous painful labors, but
reafonable and pleafant {ervices, for the public good.
That they may adminifter in righteoufnefs, civil ru-
lers muft poflefs a kind and benevolent affection for

their people.

- 8. In order to a righteous adminiftration, rulers
muft be men of knowledge. Ignorant and unin-
formed ftatefmen, however ftrong their heads, or
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affetionate their hearts, can do but very little for
the good and happinefs of community. Their lim-
ited views will create local prejudices, and fubject
them to the artifices of interefted politicians. While
part of the community take undue advantages of
their ignorant mifmanagement of the affairs of ftate,
the body langui{hes and dwindles away for want of
counfel and’. energy in their adminiftration. Itisa
matter of /great importance, that rulers become ac-
quainted with the tempers, capacities, views and in-
terefts of 'the citizens, in every part of the govern-
ment, that they may adapt their adminiftration to
the advantage of the whole, without any material
injury to individuals. Rulers, unacquainted with
the interefts of the {feveral profeflions ; and the rep-
utation and capacities of the principal characters,
will be likely to make grievous miftakes in govern-
ment, by confining their fibors to a fmall circle ;
and by lofing the fervices of the beft qualified men
in the ftate. 'What is more prepofterous, than for
rulers to exert their authority and influence for the
partial intereft of the territory in their own vicini-
ty, and to make the intereft of one party in the
community give way to the avarice and ambition of
another party. Rulers fhouid have enlarged hearts
ard well inftructed minds, capable of comprehend

iny the characters and interefts of the citizens ; and
with a generous impartiality, to feek the good of
the whole.

But this is not all the kﬁowledge which is necef-
fary and eflential to a righteous and faithful ruler.
But, |
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4thly. They muft be well inftructed in the politi-
cal maxims and laws of the ftate in which they are
to govern. The fafety of a republic depends much
upon a facred regard to the original principles of
their government. 'When thofe principles are difre-
garded, every right and privilege is endangered ;
and the adminiftration degenerates into tyranny and
oppreflion. It was a peculiar qualification in So/o-
mon for civil government, that God gave him a wife
and underflanding heart. Rulers fhould underftand
the fyftem of laws, and thofe forms of adminiftra-
tion, to which the people are accuftemed ; and con-
_form themfelves to the original principles of their
- government : this will form fuch a line'of conduct
- in their adminiftration, that the people may know
- what to expe from them. - Thus, by wifdom and
underftanding the government is eftablifhed, the ex-
pectations of the community anfwered, and their
hearts made to rejoice.

5thly. In order to a good adminiftration of gov-
ernment, rulers muit be controlled in all their meaf-
ures, by truth and integrity. For wifdom without
integrity, will foon degenerate into cunning and ar-
tifice ; by which the intereft of the community will
fall a prey to thofe who fhould be their protectors.
A magiftrate devoid of truth and fincerity, is the
fnare and perdition of his fubjeéts. All power,
~ therefore, thould be founded in truth, both in the
attainment and exercife of it. The lip of truth fhall
be ¢ftablifbed forever : but a lying tongue is but for a
moment.  Excellent fpeech becometh not a fool, much Ief:
do lying lips a prince.
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An adminiftration founded in truth and right-
eoufnefs, will bear the teft of {crutiny, and prove
advantageous in the end : while the duplicity of de-
ceitful politicians will involve Both rulers and ruled
in- perplexity and general ruin. All leading men
ought to adopt righteous meafures, and profecute
them with fimple uniformity and honeft fincerity.
It thould be the firft objec of them who rule over men,
io be juf?, to be true in their adminiftration ; not
having a myfterious fyftem of delufion, to deceive
others into their fraudulent intentions.

In order to gain the confidence of the peopie,
and caufe them to rejoice in their adminiftration, ru-
Jers muft be men upon whom they may fafely de-
pend. Without this confidence, fubjects can derive
very little happinefs or advantage from civil govern-

ment.

6thly. Prudence 1s another trait in the character
of a righteous ruler : neceffary at all times ; but of
infinite importance in our prefent circumitances.
Knowing that a kingdem divided againf itfelf cannot
Stand, their councils will be pacific, and their meaf-
ures conciliatory, being the moft likely way to pre-
{ferve and cement the general union. The advice of
Jofeph to his brethren, is very fuitable at this time,
and claims the particular attention of thofe who are
at the head of our public affairs : fee thar ye full not
out by the way. Happy weuld it be for the commu.
nity, thould their rulers, fupreme and fubordinate,
be directed by the maxims of prudence and difcre-
tion, in the things of our political peace.

‘The light of nature and fcripture, condemn fuch
B /
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a confidence in God, as hinders the prudent and in-
duftrious ufe of means for fafety. At the fame
time, the fuccefs of the moft appofite means and
beft concerted meafures, always fuppofes the divine
concurrence. © Jehovah has all times and all hearts
in his hand, and can fo influence our public coun-
cils, as to ftrengthen and perpetuate the union, even
as he bowed the hearts of all the men of Judab to Da-
vid, as the beart of ane man.

As in a good contftitution of government, there
1s no abfolute power but that of the laws, a rever-
ential regard tc the divine approbation, will have a
mighty influence in making and executing fuch as
are prudent and falutary.  The great Ruler of the
univerfe has not impofed his laws upon men, mere-
ly as a teft of their obedience ; but as leflons to
prevent their rcin, and teach them how to be hap-
py. A model, which eternalizes the benignity of
thofe human laws which are fuggefted by preven-
tive prudence : a ftandard of benevolence, from
which fubordinate legiflators thould never deviate.
Ad&ing in character as the minifters of God, for good to
the people, they will efteem it more eligible to prevent
crimes than to punifh them.

It being the great end of government, to fecure

_ the civil happinefs of the community, it is necefla-

ry and proper, that the laws by which they confent

to be governed, fhould be as few, clear, and eafy

in their application as poflible. For laws, when

needlefsly multiplied, become a vexatious and intol-
erable burthen.

The laws of Jehovah, being a tranicript of per-
fect rectitude, there can be no reafonable objection
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raifed againft their being executed. In like manner,
human laws ought to be fo righteous and mild, as
to intereft the community in their punctual execu-
tion, and in no inftance fail of being entorced. It
is neceflary to civil happinefs that governmewni be
fupported and refpected.  But this will not be the
cafe if good laws are evaded with impunity. What
has a greater tendency to weaken the authority of
a ftate, than to continue laws in exiftence which the
powers that be cannot or care not to execute ? The
{cripture character of rulers, is that they are not a
terro: to good works, but to the evil. Power is grofsly
abufed and perverted when wicked citizens are foi-
tered and protetted by authority. God bas ordain-
ed rulers to avenge the wrongs of injuftice and sppref-
Sfion, and the wvidlence of fedition and rebellion. No fa-
vor or friendfhip, no relation or connection with
men in power, fhould fecure the wicked from pun-
ilhment. Righteous magiftrates will, by the {word
of juftice, {fupprefs immorality and every tranigref-
fion of relative juftice. ~God commands it, and °
faithful fubjects have a claim upon their rulers, to be
protected from fraud and oppreflion : to have the
laws executed, their perfons, their liberty, and
their property protected from the depredations of
lawlefs and unprincipled men.

Such an adminiftration as this, would afford
abundant matter of rejoicing among the citizens, as
it would protect their perfons and property, fecure
their rights and privileges ; and would render
them formidable to the nations of the earth.

Having thus defcribed thofe righteous rulers,
both as it refpects their qualifications and adminif.
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* . o .
trations, which are calculated to lead the communi-
ty to happinefs.; I proceed |

II. To contraft the {ubjec.

If people have reafon to rejoice when they re-
ceive a juft, righteous, and prudent adminiftration
from the hands of their rulers, by which their in-
dependence, rights, perfons, property and charac-
ter are fecured ; they cannot forbear to mourn and
weep, when they obferve ;in their rulers, a reverfe
of this excellent character.

Nothing occafions more grief to a people, than
to find their rulers fo devoid of all fenfe of juftice,
equity and prudence, as to frame the moft perni;
cious laws, which, in their operation, have been
productive of infinite mifchiefs and the people en-
joined under fevere penalties to enforce them ; and
which, with tolerable difcernment, might have
been eafily forefeen. Should, therefore, a people
have the extreme misfortune to have rulers of fuch
a de{cription, they could expect nothing from them,
but fuch an adminiftration, as would be the occafion
of perpetual forrow and mourning, as long as it
fhould continue.

And hence originates that dithonor and con-
tempt, in which the rulers of a people are fome-
times holden by their fubjets. When a people def-
pife their magiftrates, contemn their government,
profane the ordinance of God, and infult the min-
ifters of ftate, we are ready to confider, that fome-
times, fuch conduét may be the effect of ignorance
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cr unrighteoufnefs in the adminiftrators. That ru-
lers thonld frame laws notorioufly unjuft, deprive
good citizens of their juflt rights, and fubject them
to fevere penalties, for no caufe but to gratify their
own evil paffions, is fuch a dire& violation of the
law of God, and rights of men, as muft fill every
fenfible heart with grief and horror.

The people have equal caufe to mourn, when
ignorant and unrighteous men are preferred by their
rulers, and diftinguifhed by their {pecial favors. In
times of fuch degeneracy, wicked and dengning
men obtain promotion ; and fometimes fuch perfons
are entrufted with the more important concerns of
the public, who never poflefled ability and economy
enough to manage their own. Hence the public are
deprived of the abilities of fuch, who are perfons of
the beft underftanding and judgmert. When the
wicked are exalted, the righteous are bidden. Flatter-
ers and parafites are the men who find favor with a
wicked adminiftration ; but fuch as are juit and hon-
eft, are flighted and rejeted. Thofe who -are loft
to all fenfe of virtue, duty or moral obligation, will
ufe their power to the worft of purpofes, and there-
by debafe their charaders in the eftimation of the
people, who feel themfelves truly miferable under
their oppreflive adminiftration. They cannot but
mourn when they anticipate the event of fuch un-
righteous meafures, and the fad confequences which
muft neceflarily be produced.

But why need I confume time in attempting to
prove that which is felf evident ?

I have finithed my doérinal obfervations : and
haften to fome practical reflections. AsIhavein the
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former, {0 in this part of the difcourfe, I with to
fpeak with that unfettered freedom, which becomes

a fervant of God.

From our fubject colleively, we learn firft, that
the rights and privileges, the liberty and happinefs ;
yea, and the lives alfo, of the great body of the peo-
ple, are, under God, entrufted in the hands of their
rulers. A weighty charge!

As a ftimulous to the important, I had almoft
faid, infinite truft repofed in them, rulers fhould
conftantly call to mind their own mortality and ac-

countability to that God, whofe minifters they are.

I bave faid ye are gods ; and all of you are children
of the Moft High. But ye fball die like men. Like all
other men, they fhall defcend to the grave, ibe
boufe appointed for all the living. To death, fucceeds
their {olemn account at the tribunal of Je¢fus Chrif?,
who is appointed the decifive judge of all men : be-
fore his impartial judgment feat, the rulers and
judges of the earth, will ftand upon a level with
their meaneft fubjects. In that folemn moment,
when the opinions of men will be lighter than van-
ity, the flattering tongue fhall be put to everlafting
filence, when judgment fhall be adminiftered with-
out refpect of perfons, the inquiry will not be
whether they have been rulers and judges in the
earth, and exercifed authority over the fons of the
duft ; but whether they have filled their fations,
kept in view their laft account, and prepared mat-
ters for their acquittal in that folemn trial : in order
to this, it will not be fuflicient merely to plead, that
they have been righteous in their adminiftration of
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civil government ; but that they alfo, by faith, have
become interefted in the juftifying righteoufnefs of
the Son of God.

Were this day of retribution, which will foon
commence, duly confidered by magiftrates, how
could they fail to difcharge with diligence and care,
their facred truft ; and to be in earneft to become
miniflers of God, for good to the people ? And how
could they be willing to remain ignorant of the re-
ligion of Jefus Chrift ; which could afford them fo
much afhiftance in the faithful difcharging the duties
of their office ; and the only thing by which they
can be acquitted, when they ftand before their final

judge ?

2. That as a faithful difcharge of that truft
which is repofed in civil rulers, is the juit due of
the citizens ; even fo all good fidelity and reafona-
ble fubjection is due from the people to their rulers.
This 1s the requirement of God, let every [:=! ¢
[fubjec® unto the higher powers : for the powers that be
are ordained of God. Whoever, therefore, refifteth
the power, refifteth the ordinance of God : and they
that refif?, faill receive to themfelves damnation.  Put
them in mind to be fubjelt to principalities and powers,
to obey magiftrates. Submit yourfelves to every ordin-
ance of man for the Lord’s [ake ; whether it be to the
king as fupreme ; or unto governors, as unto them who
are fent by bim for the punifbment of evil doers, and for
the praife of them who do well. For fo is the will
of God, that with well doing, ye may put to filence the
ignorance of foolifh men. 1f fuch fubmiffion 1s requir-
ed to a kingly government, how much to a repub-

lican government ?
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The obedience we owe to magiftrates eflentially
differs from the obedience we owe to God. Our
obedience to God ought to be free and implicit ;
refulting from a fenfe of the reitude of his pre-
cepts. But fuch obedience to human laws is not al-
ways required ; for fometimes we may doubt of
the fitnefs, yea, of the equity of them. For con-
fidering civil rulers as imperfe&, and Lable to err,
though it be highly proper and neceflary, confider-
ing ourfelves members of fociety, that we conform
our actions te their laws; yet it is not always our
duty to believe that their laws are moft falutary, be-
caufe human laws may fometimes be otherwife.
But our focial obligations require us to be fubjeét to
laws, which we may think very inconvenient, provi-
ded they are not finful in themfelves. It were hap-
py if fubje@s would not employ themfelves too
much, in difputing the policy and prudence of
their rulers, and the propriety of their laws : He
who is ever ready on all occafions to impeach the
conduct of rulers, and reproach their adminiftra-
tion, ana difpute the wifdom and propriety of
their laws, obfiru@s their ufefulnefs, weakens their
influence, and doeth all in his power to bring gov-
ernment into contempt, and to plunge the ftate into
confufion and diforder : and thereby, expofes him-
felf to the juft refentment of that God whofe min-
ifters they are.

Civil government is of divine inftitution ; and
our minds are imprefled at firft view, with the ne-
ceflity of it. Every one muft feel and acknowledge
the propriety and utility of that fubordination in {o-
ciety which is required in the divine conftitution.
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Subjeion to laws being the firft duty of every
citizen, it ought, and will be cheerfully yielded by
every good fubje@, though in fome cafes it may be
thought that the laws are not the beft calculated for
the intereft of the community. Every individual
cannot be thought to be able to de:::.nine with cer-
tainty on a fubje& of fuch importance. But it
muft be his duty to perfevere iz his obedience, till
either the rulers are convinced that their meafures
ought to be changed ; or the citizens, in a confti-
tutional way, fhall change the adminiftrators.

May I be indulged here, juft to obferve, that it
is poffible for the people, to have fuch an undue in-
fluence, even upon righteous rulers, as to procure
fuch meafures as would prove very mifchievous in
their operation.  But this ought not to be palmed
upon our rulers ; but we ought in fuch cafes, to
act the part of honeft men, reprobate our own con-
dud, and in future, keep within our own province.
There is not a greater evil which can befal a com-
munity, than to be divided into fects and parties,
refpecting their civil policy. The confequences (if
continued in) are fatal to our civil rights and priv-
ileges, our peace and independence ; and it is this,
which caufes our prefent fituation to wear fuch a
gloomy and threatening afpect !

May I be indulged in intruding on your patience,
juft to add, that virtue and integrity in the great
body of the people, are as neceflary to our political
Liappinefs and profperity, as it is in thofe in author-

ity. Whenever we are tempted to complain and
C

~ 4
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to entertain jealoufies, left our rulers fhould enflave
us, deftroy our liberties and happinefs, let us con-
- {ole ourfelves with this idea, that a virtuous people
cannot be enflaved ; and that it would be utterly
impoflible for rulers to involve the commanity in
any great difficulty, thould there not be a large por-
tion of unrighteous and evil men, to aid them in
their bafe and evil defigns : and fhould a people be
{o loft to all fenie of virtue and intereft, and fo re-
gardlefs of their obligations to God, and each oth-
er, as to wilfully expofe themfelves to fuch fatal

evils, the folly would be their own.

That our rulers may be minifters of God to us
for good, it is our duty to implore the prefence of
God with them, his fpirit to aid and affift them ;
and his bleffing to crown their adminiftration with
fuccefs : and on our part "~ demean ourfelves as
good fubjeéts ; and remove all the embarrafiments
‘which may render it very difficult, if not totally
impoflible, for them to manage the great affairs of
government in equal juftice.

Happy America., If thofe who govern are in-
{pired with wifdom and benevolence, prudence and
integrity for the public fafety : and the governed,
with worthy and good aftections, for the civil and
religious inftitutions of their country : we fhall then
unite in purfuing the things of our peace : fociety
will be improved, our underftandings will be enlar-
‘ged, our morals refined, and- the interefts of time,
will not interfere with thofe of eternity.  Happy is
that people that is in fuch a cafe : yea, happy is that
people, whofc God is the Lord.
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It 1s time that I haften to a conclufion in fuitable
addrefles. Our firft attention is due to our worthy
chief magiftrate, called of God and the people to

the chair of government.

May it pleafe your Excellency,~—God in his wife
providence, hath conferred a fignal honor upon you,
in repeatedly placing you in the higheft feat of gov-
ernment, and entrufting you with fo important a
part of the management of our pubiic concerns. It
cannot, honored fir, but excite in your breaft, the
moft pleafing emotion of mind, to find your char-
acter thus revered, and your perfon holden in fuch
‘high eftimation, by fo numerous and refpectable a
people, as compofe this ftate; and to fee the evi-
dence which it exhibits, that your former adminii-
tration has been, in {fome meafure, agreeable to
that mentioned in our text. which is a fource of
general joy.

With pleafing anticipation, we behold your ex-
cellency, God’s minifier for good, bearing the fword of
the ftate, nat as a terror to good works, but to the evil,
Our eye with delight marks your path, while you
lead us your children into the duties of relative and
chriftian life : and by your example, teach us that
felf.denial, frugality and indufiry, fo eflential to
the happinefs of a free people. And however
gloomy and difficult the day in which you prefide,
your adminiftration, being of the defcription above,
you may look for and expect all needed aid from
him, by whom kings reign, and princes decres- juflice.
An uncommon degree of knowledge, prudence and
wifdom in a governor is neceflary, in fuch an im-
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portant critical day as the prefent ; to fteer the helm
of goverrment with difcretion, reconcile contend-
ing parties, a.:d protecting the rights and privileges
- of the people, and giving fatisfaction to the citizens.
Our expectations from your excellency are, that
liberty fhall be maintained by law, and all citizens
be fecure in their pofleflions : that public faith and
dignity be preferved. ©May the inflitutions of lite-
rature flourifh under your friendly patronage ; ef-
pecially may the illuftrious univerfity ¢f Vermont:
be the object of your peculiar care, and by your
falutary influence, be proteted in all its important
rights and immunities.

As your excellency’s charalter ftands high in
the eftimation of this people, it gives you a great
advantage, and fhould be no lefs a motive with you,
to ftudy, and invariably purfue their beit intereft.
In feeking the common good and welfare of your
people, you will fecure your intereft in their affec-
tions, and live in their hearts : which mutft afford
the higheft fatisfaction to a righteous magiftrate.
We hope in the goodnefs of the univerfal Parent,
that by affording you his prefence and grace, he
will fhew, that becaufe he loved this people, He
hath therefore, appointed you to rule over them.

‘May the angel of the divine prefence, enlighten
and beautify the paths of your adminiftration. In
your days, religion, truth and peace dwell on the
earth : and when filled with days, and replete with
grace, you fhall be difcharged from further fervices
here, that you may fhare the glories of the heaven-
ly world, will be the unceafing prayers of the

righteous and the good.
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Qur refpets are now due to his henor the Jieu-
tenant governor, the honorable council and houfe of
reprefentatives.

Fathers of our flate and elders of our tribes,—The
fovereign powers of this ftate vefted in you, by the
united voice of the freemen, give bigh importance
to your charater, and entitle you to their refpect
and confidence. And that you may not difappoint
their moit fanguine expectations, you will make
righteoufnefs the bafis of your adminiftration and
rule of all your proceedings.

We do not afk you to affign us articles of chrif-
tian faith, to eftablifh religion by law, enac ftatutes
for the collection of our falaries, or to become the
bulwark of the religion we profefs ; but that you
maintain the laws of the ftate, and the facred prin-
ciples of cur ev<ellent confitution - a conftitution
which will prove a bulwark of our independence
and fovereignty, a fure protection of all good citi-
zens ; the fecurity of freedom, property and life ;
and a defence againft the rude encroachments of an-
archy and defpotifm. May a kind God influence
you into a fyftem of adminiftration which fhall de-
fend our conftitution, render venerable our laws, -
proteét from violence the feats of juftice, and the

thrones of judgment.

Our national concerns, as a confederated repub-
lic, are ferious concerns. Unlefs fome {peedy and
efle€tual meafures are invented and purfued, icHa-
BoD will be written upon our nation. Be intreated,
venerable fathers, to lay afide limited views and lo-
cal prejudices, and encompafs the Union in the exer-
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tions of your patriotiim. A confiderable advantage
may be obtained, toward anfwering the end of your
appointment, by electing fuch men into office (which
comes within your province) as are men fearing
God, men of virtuous minds, fuperior to intrigues,
whofe circumftances are not embarrafied, and who
love the people and will perfevermgly fee!: their hap-

pinefs.

A legiflature thus conftituted, and what a large
number of fuch worthy characters do I now behold!
fuch a legiflature, will rejoice the hearts of their
citizens, and fhall, in the iflue, enjoy the bleflings of
their country, while wicked politicians thall fink in-
to their deferved ignominy.

However, refpected fathers, it is not my province
to diQate to you any meafures of a civil or political
nature ; your wifdom and good {enfe do nat re-
quire this of me. We being fenfible that your
work is difficult, and that you have an arduous taik,
to cure all the diforders of the political body, ref-
tore harmony and peace, and to unite the jarring
interefts of parties, and fix them to one common
centre, do heartily commend you to God, who is
able to furnith you with all needed wifdom and

prudence

RefpeCted rulers, you cannot be infenfible, that
He who has dignified you above your brethren, has
limited your powers by his holy word. You are
not authorifed to obey the dictates of an arbitrary
will ; but to aét agreeably to the revealed will of
God. Look then on the copy which is before you :
and as God’s wicegerents on earth, take your direc-
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tions from his word and imbibe his fpirit : acknowl-
edge pim in all your ways, and be will direct your patbs.
And as a reward for your fervices, may you be hon-
ored as the political faviors of this people, and meet
their cordial approbation. And from the faithful
difcharge of an earthly truft, may you in due time
be received into the joy of your Lord, with-a well
done good and faithful fervants. Such is the re-
ward, which we pray, every member of our public
adminiftration may now deferve, and in future ob-
tain, from the Judge of all. |

Will this.grave and venerable audience indulge
me a few words in a generai addrefs,—

Refpetted ‘brethren and fellow citizens,—Diftin-
guithing have been the favors of Divine Providence,,
by which we have become a great and eftablithed
nation : but little inferior to thofe by which Ifrad
of old were brought from bondage in Egypt, and
planted in the fat land of Paleftine.  Surprifing, I
had almoft faid miraculous, has been the chain of
events which has marked our emancipation from
the iron yoke of bondage and oppreflion, and raifed
us to the important rank of power and indepen-
dence among the nations of the-earth : eftablifthed
us under a federal conftitution and republican form
of government : we fit in the aflemblies of our ru-
lers ; rulers of our own election, and judges ap-
pointed from among our brethren. Under fuch a
government, we enjoy all neceflary freedom and lib-
erty, rights and privileges, both civil and religious.

But though civil liberty and freedom are fo de-
firable bleflings ; and though it is our duty in all
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lawful ways to ftrive to fupport and maintain them,
yet it is of infinitely greater importance that we
fhould be delivered, by God’s fpecial grace, from the
bondage of guilt and the flavery of fin and fatan,
and called effectually to the fpiritual freedom of the
children of God. Little reafon fhall we have to
boaft of liberty and freedom, or to blefs ourfelves
on the account of our external pnvﬂeges, if we
are the ignominious fervants of corruption. This
fpiritual liberty Chrift hath obtained for all his
true difciples ; and it can no otherwife be enjoyed
by any of us, than by zaking his yoke ypon us, and
searning of bim ; and continuing in bis word. Then
fball we know the truth, and the truth [ball make us free
indeed. 1Itis the true chriftian alone who is the Lord’s
freeman, and a citizen of the New-Jerufalem. An
honor and privilege to which we cannot maintain
our claim, unlefs we realize our profeflion of chrif-
tianity, by ferving the Lord Chrift with all good
fidelity, and ferving one another in love. Be this
the object of our greateft care and attention : we
may then with hope and earneft expedation wait
for the day of our complete redemption. At length
the grand jubilee will be proclaimed by the archangel’s
trempet, which will call the beirs of God to the
perfect liberty of his everlafting kingdom and glory,

and to that inberitance whichis incorruptible and that
fadeth net away.

o this exalted felicity, God grant, that we
‘may all be brought in due time, through Jefus

Chn{’c our Lord. AmMzN.




