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A Brief and Faithful Relation cf the ex-
. ceeding Mercy of God in Chriit, to his
Poor Servant JOEN BUNYAN.

\Wherein is particulaily fhewsd, the manner of Lis

- converfion, his fight and trouble for fin, s
d-cadfal tempiations; alio, how he d=tpaired of
God’s mercy, and how the Lord at length,
throuzh Chnilt, did deiiver him frem all the
guilt and terror that lay upon him.

- -

-t by

S _—

All which was written by his ewn hand, and now
publifhed for the fupport of the weak and terapt-
- ¢d people of God.

Psar. Ixvi. 16, Cems, and hear, all ye taat fear
God, ard { wiil d:cluve what he koot done for my-
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Tic VREFACE

Sr. 2 brel cccaunt of the pubhithing nf thi= Work : written
b the Auhor thereol, and dedicated to thnle whom Ged
Fach counttd Bimowertay to pegot o Faidhy by nis Mimiftry

1a the Werd.

CHA’LDKT’.C, grace he with =ou. Amen. 1 being taken
© from you e pre{onee, ard {o tied uy, that T cannet per-
frrm tihat f‘.my thot Imm God doth Lie UpGH TNE, 10 YOou-wers
for'your fn rt-n redifying and Lt (‘un‘, vp in fuithznd holinefs,
&c. Yeithat you mev feo my {oul Feth fatherly core and de-
fire ~{ter vrour fpicnoad o n] everlal tine weltre; I now once
i, @S frem the ~op ol Siepir and Hﬂrmrn {o fmm the Lions
f"fn' avd from the men-Eving f thie Leapa:ds, ‘Songav. 8. Y do
ok vt aft ¢ ol greatly lunging to {2 your fafe artival into
th~ d firad haven
1 thauk € vd upon cvery rerazmbrence of you, and rejoice
evep while T dte k between tlic iesth ~f the Lons in the wil-
d-rrefs. at the IS and merey. and knowledge of Curist
our Saviour, wmh Ged Fath Lri owecd upon vou. with abun-
(‘?nc- nt tarrh ana iove,  Your h,n '"r.n"s and thn’illnb% alio

aft~r further -acquatniance with the Father 1 his Sonj your
tendernefls ot brart, vourrembling ot fin, vour fober and holy
dennremant o me o for ven arery gy, and jev, 1 Thedl i1 20.

I have {ent yvou bhere cncloted a dr"p ot that honey that 1
hav~ taken out of the carcale of 2 Lion. ]m. sexiv g, C.7,8.
I have eaten trerear my . AT Al cnd 1 am mucha ircthed
thepet -, (’W!)L‘llnnﬁ when we mert ~vith them at h!‘.., are as
th I inn Ui at roar-d upanSampton ® but it we overcome them
the nex: timme wo fec thein, we tholliind a nelt o honey within
thern 3 Tl‘" Pihfivres und riteigd e pot: Ttas fon.f?'z ng a
rel-tion ] the work of God upoun my own foud, even from the
very fisft, il now : wherein vou 'nav prrceive n.y celiing
down, and rifings up: for he weundeth and his hands make
whole. It is wriit*n in the {criprare, L xxxviii. 19, The
ff:fw Lo the (i dnnjlz-..'f make krowen the * uwtn of Ged. Yea, 1t was
for tiis realon T lay fo long in Sinat, ‘L-v.iv. 10, 1712 to lee
the fir~ and the cloud, and the darknefs. thet 1 mipht Jear the
Foevd atd ihe a/m ol my infr upnn earth, and te.l (j his wendrcks werks

te 23y clildren, Vlalms IXXVIL gy 4 3
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Aafzs Numb. xxxm 1. s writes of tl:t yiag of the |
children of iral § F3pt to the of Canxp; 233 |
commandc2 alfo, t‘u: l~~v vemember their forty yoars travel
ic the wilderncls. 73es alt ialala all :he av wéich 18> Levd
- thy God Rd thee 222l [ ,ar.r Yeavs e 3¢ wlcimels, s Ruwmble td-c,
andte prove ik-e, arl te Fn3ee nd2t was in thine Roart, nhether thon
wewlde? ke, b k5 coamendmenis or we, Dzut. wiik. o, 3 Where-.
forc this T have endeavoursd to do; and wot oaly fo, bat to
gxﬂl it alfo ; that, if God will, others may be put in remiem-

of whtthtlwh docs for their fouls, bymimglhs
®ork upon <. - .

\ A is profirakis for Clriltizns 20 be oficn calling to mind the
ve. « begimites of gn:‘-wx:h.l::*rfou's. Iusan.ght to he
mvch o.»fc:vcd 15 the Lord. fof brinziey them nax from the
knd of Exvre. Tats ig that mzie of the Lard to be obl:r'::l
of ali the children of Ifta! in their geacniioas, Exod. xui
Ay Ged. {:ich David, Pl xiii: 6. Adv ,unl v u_l dses2 acitha &’, i
but 1 wiii zemerher Ibtjr.-i& la:l:- Jor..oa. and o7 'he Hor- |
monites, frentle ANl Mizar. H: reacmbered alfo the Lionm
and the B::z when he weat to Giglt with the Gnnof Gazik;,
1 Sam. xva. S, 37-

It w=: P.ul’s accuftovaed manner, A&s o2, :md"'t!a. wien
tried for his life, A@s o  24. CTCR 10 Open befare his judges the
manser of his converon: Ile woald think of tha: day, and

i that bour, in which he firlt @'d mect with grace : for he faund
_ it fcpporicd him. Waen Goé had ircusht ke childrem of
Xrael throu"\ the Red Soa. far intt th¢ wirdzoraefe ; vet they
meft retura guite aboat thithera: s2ir, 19 remrember the drown-
_ing of their cacmics there, Num. xav. o3 for 'Hnug" they fang
his praife before, yeithes ;‘.on forgor his works, Plalms cv:
1, 12

Ir this difcourfe of min~. vrv - - fee much; much; T foy,
of the gracc of God towzrds m= : 1 thack God T czn cbunt 1t

muck, firit wa: sheve my fins, and S2tan’s 1-mprations. 1
can remeaber my fears, sa% doubrs, and fzd moat*s, with
comfcrt; thev ars as the k=ad of Geoliah in my hacd : there
was notking 0 Davmid kke Golial'’s fword, even tha: fword
_that hon'd Fav: been fheathed in his bowels ; for the very .
fght and semrmbrance of that, cid prsach fon‘l God’s d=li-
veraace to him. O the remembrance of my great fins. of my
gréat t~antations, and of my great icars of my perifhing for-
ever! Tncv bring freth into my mind, the remembrance of
my great help, my great (upport from l'encn, and the g at
gtace that £od exiendad to luch a wretch as L.
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ﬂydmclnldm, ¢all to mind the former days, and years
of ancient timss; remember-al{o yeur fongs ia the m'b:. and
commune with your own beart, Plal. ixxii, 5, 6, 7, 8, g
10, 11, 12. Yea, look diligently, and leave no corner there-.
in unfearched ; for that is trcmm; hid, even otlf:ccu'n{nn:&f

frlt aad feagndcxpencaceo thegncc od 1o~

x Remember, I fay, the word that firkk laid hold upon
you; remember yeur tcrrors of confcience and fear of death
and hell : Remember alfo your tears and prayers to God, yea,
how you fighed under every hedge of mercy. Have you neves
a hill Mizar to remember ? Have you forgot the ciofe, the
milk-boufe, the fable, the barn, #nd the hke where God i}(x
vifit your foul ? Remember alfo the word, the word, I .oy, -
apon which the ford hath camfed ycu to hope ; if you bave -
finned szainft light. 1f you are tempted to blafpheme, if you
are down in dcfpau', if you think that God fights agamﬁ yull,
or if heaven is hid from vour eyrs, remember it was thus
with your father, iaf sit'c thewm all the LORD Jawaed 2e.

I could bave eniarged much in this my < ifcourfe of m
temptation and troubles for fm, as allo of the merciful kind-
ne{s and wqumg of God with my foul: I could alfo have
f<pt inio a ftilz much higher than thisdn which I have here
difccurfed, and could bzvc adoracd all things more than here

B { h.;ve fcemcn ‘te do™ bu I dare got: God did not play in

convincing of me : the devil d7d mot play in tempting of me : -
neither did I play when I furk as into a bottomlefs pit, when
the pange of Hell causht foid apon e : wherefore: I may not pisy
in my n.latmg of them. but be plain and amyic, and Jav down -

the thiaZ as it was: Hethat Liketh (3, Jct him receive it ; and
ke zkat doss nut, let him produce a better—Fareweil

M; dc"r Ci.» r‘n,

" The' M:Jc gnd zlone) 5 loyond this Wz.d:mej},
Ged pe w.craj.:. to yoy, and grant you b not-
Sothful so go in to pgﬁm' the Land.

]0.'14\' BUNYAN.
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. GRACE ABOUNDING

'CHIEF or SINNERS:

A Bricf relation of the cxceeduzg Mmy of G!d wm
Ckngt, tolu:pm Servant Jomx Buxvax.

N this my relation of the merciful working of
God upon my foul, it will not be amils, if in the
&rft place, I do in & fzw words give you a hint of
my pedigree, and rianuer of bringing up; that
thercby the goodnei: and bounty of God towards

' . me, may bcthemomadmcedtndmgmﬁedbe-

fore t!\e fons of mes.

“2.-For my defcen: then, it was, as is well known
by mauy ci a low and inconfiderable generation ;:

~ my father's houle being of that rank that is mearcft,

and moft defpifed of all the families in the land.
Wherefore, 1 have not here as others, to boaft of
noble b!ood\or a high born flate, according to the
fleth ; Though all things confidered, I magnify the
hcavcnly Majefty, for that by this door he brought
me into this world to partake of the grace and u-fc
that 1s in Chrift by the golpel.

3. But yet notwithftanding the meannels and in-

~ confiderablenels of my parents, it pleafed God ta

put it into theit hearts, to put me tc ichool, tolearn
botk to read and write ; the which I allo attamcd
accgrdmg to the rate of other poor mens ch'ldrcn

though to my fhame {‘confafs, [ did foon lofc tha
A3 *




3 . CRACE ABOUNDING :
. 1xile 1 lzamnr, even slmoft utterly, and that lo
before the Lord.did work his gracious woik @
converiion upen my foul. ) ‘

.4 A5 10 ™Y own natural life, for the timeé that [
Wwas without God iu the werld, i was indeed, ac-
sordixg to the cufe of this world, and the fpirit tiar
now worketh i the children of c fobedieace, Eph. ii. 2,
8- It was myv delight 10 be taken captive by the de-
Vil @t las will, 2 Tim. ii. 26. Being filled with &1}
unnghtcouhiels; the which did alio fo ftrongly- -
work, and put forth iticlf, both in my heartand hife,
aud that from a ckild, that I kad but few cquals,
(cipecizily confidering my years, which were ten-
der, being few) both for curfing, fwearing, lying
and blafphening the holy name of God.  ~ . -

5 Yed, fofeuled and rooted was I in thefe things,
that they becamo as a fecond nature 1o me; the
which, as 1 alfo have with fobernels confidered
#ace, did {o effend the Lord, that even in my
‘child-hood he did icare and afright me with fearful
dreams, and did iersify me with dreadful vifions.
For oftcn after I had fpent this and the other day
in fin, I have in bed been greatly afflited, while
afizep with tic apprelicnfions of devils, and wicked
fpuits, who ftiii, as I then thought, Lboured to
draw me away with them ; of wkich I could never
getuia,  Alto I thould at thele years-be greatiy af-
fircted and 1tubled with the ticughts 6f tue fear ful
tornicais of hell fire ; {1l fearing that it would be
my lut tobe found at Laft among thofz devils and
peibiis fiends. who are there bound down tvith
ire chziis and bonds of cternil daikuefs,

. Theic thinas, T fuy, when I was a child about -
mine or ten years old,s did {o diftiefs my foul, that
wren i the midit of my [ports and childifh vzui-
tics, am.dit my vein companicn:. I was often muck
cait wuwn and afflilted in iny mind therewith ; YL




.~ TO THE CHIEF OF SINNERS. 7
could I not ‘et gomy fins : Yea, 1 wisto overenme
with detpair of hife, and heaven, nat tnen ] thould
often willy, either that tiicre had bezn no hell, or
that 1 kad been a devil ; fuppofing they were only
tormentors ; that )f it muft nceds be, that [ indeed

-went thither, I wight be raither a tormerror, than
be tormented myils, o o
7. A while afier; tieio terrible dreams did lzave
me, which allo I L:on forgor ; iur my pleafures did
quickly cat off the rememorance of them, as if they
had uever been ; whercfore, with more greedinefs,
according to.the firength of nature, I did ftiil i-t
Jeolclibe reins 10 my lufl, and delighted inall trant-
grefhors azainft the law of Gop : fo thatunnl I
came to tic tate of marriage, I wys the very.ring-
Yeader of all the youth that kent me company, 1
all manoer of vic: ard ungodlinefs. )
8. Yea, luch prevalsecy had the luft and fruite
of the flzfh in this poor 12u! of mine, that had not a
miracle of grace prevented, I had notonly periithed
by the firoke of eternal juflice, but atio lad myielf
anei: Lo the ftroke of theh_'.vs, which bting lowe to
digrace and open thame befere the face of the warld.,
9. In thefe days,. the thoughts of rel'gion were
vary grievous to me ; [ could neitier endure it my-
feil, ner that any other thould : de that where [
have feen fome read in thote hooks that concerned
_chriftian picty, it would be, as :t were, a priton to .
me.  2hen Ifzid unio GOL, dehart from we, for 1
dejire not tie knowledss of thy ways, Job xx1. 14. 15,
I was row void of all gooa contideration ; hraven
and hell were both out of figat snd mind ; and as
for faviag. and danning, ticy weis leaft in my
thoughts, O Lord, thou knoweft my Ufe, and ny
weys were not lad frowm thee.

1. But this ] will rancinber, That fhough I could
. - A 4 V
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;8 GRACE ABOUNDING
. myfelf fin with the greateft delight and cafc and ilie
take pleafure in the vilonefs of my companions , yet
even then, if I have at any time feen wicked thangs
by thofe - who profeffed govdncls it would make.ny
fpirit to tremble. Asonc sboveall theeft, when i
-weas in my height of vanity, yet b-.aning onetoiwcsr,
that was r~koncd fora religious man, it had lo great
a ftroke upon my fpirit, that it made my heart ake.
11. But God did not vtterly leave me, but follow- -
ed me ftill, not now with convi@ions but judge-
ments, yet fuch as were mist with mercy; For
- orce | fell into a creek of the fea, and hardily cf-
caped drowning. Another time 1 fell out of aboyl,
into Redford rives, but mercy yct prevented me
alive ; befides, ancther time being in the field, with
onc of my companions, it chanced that an adder
‘paffed over the high way, fo 1 having a ftick in
“my hend, ftruck her over the back, and having
wounded her, I forced open her mouth with my
ftick, an# plucked her fting out.with my fingers,
by which a&t had God not been merciful to me, [
might have brought myfelf to my end,
This alfo have 1 taken notice of with thank {giv.
inz* Whan | was a ‘oldier, I with others were
‘drawn out to go te fuch a place to befiege it, but
when [ was jult ready to go one of the company
-defired to go in my roam, to which when { had
confzated; he tecok my place, and coming to the
fivge, as he ftood ceatinel, he was fhot in the head
with a mnfket bullet, and died. -
Here, as [ {21, werk judgments and-mercy, but
neither of them did awaken my foul 1o nghteout-
nefs, whereforc I finned ftill, and grew mure and

more rebéilious azainit God, and carclels of ming
own falvatica,

3
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TO THE CHIEF OF SINNERS. 9

12. Prefently after this I changed my condition
Inte a married ftate; and my meicy was tolight up-
on my wife, whole father was counted godly : This

ces . -—_—-‘.—‘J

svoman aud ], tho® we came thithef as poor as poor . |

~mght ke, (not having {o much houfeheld ftuff as a

dith, or fpoon betwixt us both) yet this fhe had for
her part. The piain man's path-way to Heaven, and,
The pratiice of Picty, which her fathier had left
-her, whea he died, In thefe two baoks, 1 fhould
forfetimes read with her, whertin Ialfo found fome

things that were fomewhat plesfing to me ; (but all
this while I met with no conviftion.) She alfo of-.
%cn told to me what a gedly man ker father was,
and how he would repiove and corre& vice, both in
“his houfc, and among t his neighbours ; what a ftri@
life he lived in his'day, both in word and deed.
13. Wherefore thefc books, with this relation,
tho’ they did not reach my heart toawaken it about
my fad and hinful ftate, yet they did beget wthin me
fome defires ta religion : fo that becsule I knew no
better, I fell in very carly with the rcligisn of the
times, viz. to go to church twice a day, and that too .
with the foremoft, and there fhould very devoutly
both fay and fing 25 others did ; yet retaining my,
wicked life: but withal, I was lo over-run with the
{pirit of fuperlition, that I adored, and that with
grest devotion, cven 2l things (both 1he hish place,
rieft, clerk, veftments, fervice and what elfe) be-
fdhging tothe church; ¢ounting all things holy that
were therein contained : and efpecially the prieft and
clesk moft happy, and without doubt greatly bicifed
becaute they were the fevvants as I then thought,
of God : and were principal in the holy temple, to
do hus weok therein, ) )
14. This conceit grew fo ftrong inlittle time up-

on my foirit, that haa I jeen but a prick (tho’ cver

2]

1y -~
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0 “GRACE ABOUNDING - . .

fo fordid aind debauched in hisHfe) I fhould in my’
* fpirit fall under hitn, reverence bim amd knit umo

him; yea, T thbugh for the love] didbear untothem, -

" (fuppofing, they ‘were the miniftctsof God) 1 coﬁd

have lath down at their feet,.and have been trfm- .. ]

pled upon by: them : their name, their gatb, ind
word, did {o :cbxicate and: Brwitch me,

.- 15. ‘After-1 had been thus,for {ame: éﬂhﬁa'i:x'ublp i -.

time, another thought came in my mihd,-and that

wvas whether we were of the Ifraclites of no  Far'

~: foding in e fcriptures, that they-were oncé the

. peculiar people of God, I thoughs, if I were one of .

. thisrace, my‘fou] muil needs be hapgy_._; “Now ’a'gai’_xi.,

T’ found within me a-great longing to*be vofolved . -
~ about this queflion, but sould not tell how 1 fhould: -
-~ atlaft, I afked my father of it, who told me, Nowe

. were wot ; wherefore then I fell'in my fyiri't, as (o
- the hopes of that, and fo remgined, T
. "16. But all this whije ' I was niot fenfible of the -

. danger and evil of fin; 1'was kept From confider-
- ing that fin would damn e, ‘what rcligion fdeyef I
!o}lawtd,unlcrsl was found in Chrift: mf,. I'never -

thought of him, nor whether there was ene orno,

Thus swan, while tlind, doth wander, but weayicth - .

© ¢he ity of God, Ecclef. x, 15.,
~ 47. But one’ day (imonft

. day, and of the evil of brasking that, either with
. Jabour, fports, of otherwifc ; {now I was notwith-
ftanding my religion, ong that tock much delight in -

all manner of vige, and elpecially. that was -thc’di¥ ‘-

“that I did Toh@étg?fﬂ‘f therewith.). Whercfore
fell in my eomfcience under his fermén, thinking,

‘and bzlicving that he made tha Jermon on purpole
10 few mo my evil Goings ; and at that time 1 felt

*
»- . -

kimfelf with vanity. = for he Anoweth. not” the teay to

all the’ fér:ﬁ-ﬁm _ étir”‘ o
; parlon H{Cde) his ‘\fpb"e& Was to.treat of lhc Sabbath

N 4 :




TO THE CHIEF OF SINNERS - 1g

what guilt was, tho’ never before, that I'cap re- |
member ; but then I wis for the prefent greatly
loaded therewith, and fo went home whea the fer-
mon was ended, with a great barden on my fpint,
38, This for that inflant did berumb the finews
of my beft delights, apd did imbitter my former
plcafurcs to me; but behold, it 12fted not ; for be-
fore I had well dxmd thie trouble begmnto g_ocﬂ' my
‘mind, and my heart retdrned to its old" courfe: But, i
Oh! hew glad was I that this trouble.was gone
from me, at@ that the fire w as pul on, that I m:ght
~ fin again  without centroul ' Wneiefore, v "mu I
lud fatyshed nature with my food, I fhack’ the fers -
~ mon from my mind, and to my olu cultoni 4f. xports ;
30d gamigpg, I returned with great dchght S
-19. But the fagne day as I was in the midit of a-
e at cat, andt ng ftruck it oncblaw fiom the
holc. Juﬂ: as I was abom to firike it ‘the fecond
. time, a voice did fuddenly dart from Heaven iata
. my foul, which faid, i#tlt thow leane thy fins and go -
- 8 Hcav.n # or have th] fiits and 50 to Hell? At this ¢
. I was put to an’excceding, maze ;- wherefore leav:
" ing my cat upon the grouud, I looked up to heaven,
‘and(was as if I had with the eyes of my underftand-
m Jeen the Lord Jefus looking down upon me, as
fg very highly difpleafed with me, and as if he
s dtd evcrcly thycaten me wiih {fome gricvous punifh.
“‘ment for thefc, and other, my ungodly praltices.
=20, 1 had no fooner conceived in my mindy but
- fuddenly’ this conclufion was faftened on my fpmt,'
(for the former hint did fct my fins again before:
my face, That I hadbeen a great and gricvous fin-
acr, and that it was now too late for me to look- ofter
Hcaveu cr Clmjt would not orgwe me nor’ pardon.
my tranfgrefion.  Then I fell to muling upon this
alla; .and while I \yas thmkng on it, an@ feanng




12 GRACE ABOUNDING.

leaft it thould be fo, I feltmy heart fink in defparm,
conciudir g 1t was too late ; aud therefore i refolved
in iy miud I would go on in finy for thought 1 if
the cafe be thus, my ftate is furely milerable ; mife-
rable, ifI leave my fins; and but milerable, if |
follow them, [ can be but damned § and if it muft
be {o, 1 had as good be damned for many fins, as
be damned for few.

21. Thus I ftood in the mid{t of my play before
all that then were prefent ; but yet I told them no-
thing : but, I fay, I have made this conclufion, I
returncd defperately tofport agsin : and I well re-
member, that ‘prcfcmly this kind of defpair did {o
poflefs my foul, that I was periuaded I copld never
attain to other comfort than what I thould get iu
fin ; for heaven was gone alrcady@®o that on that
muit notthink : wherefore I found withiu mea great
defire to take my fill of fin, flill ftudying what fin
was yet to be committed, that I might tafte the
{fweetnefsof it; and I nrade as much hafte as I could
to fill my belly with its delicates, left 1 fiduld die
beforel had my defires; forthat I feared greatly. In
thele things I proteft befare God I lie not, neithes do §
feign this torm of ipeech : thele were really, ﬁmagfv
and with all my hcart, my defires } the Lord, whofa
mercy ts unfearchable, fargive me my éranfgreffions.

22. (And I am very confident that this temptation
of the devil, ismore vfual among poor creatures
than many are aware of. even to over-run the {pi.
rits with fcwmfly and fcared frume of heart, and
benumming of conicience ; which frame he flilly
and fhly [upplicth with fuch defpair that though
net much guilt atiendeth the foul, yet they conti-
r;ually have a fecret conclufion within thém, thag
there 15 no hopes for them ; fer they hgye loved fing
Jei, 1, 25, and 18 12,) ferdhey s o



F— - e = - e e

; . .- N A\

- 10 THE CHIEF 'OF SINNLRS. 19

- .°23. Now therefore I went on in fin- with greae
", greedinels of mind, gill grudging that I could not be

Jo fatiffied with jt as-I wolild: thisdid continue with |

e aboyt a month ¢r more, Butonedayas I was .

faniding at a neighbour’s lhoﬁ window, and there

. curfingand {wearing,and playing themad-man after . |

~. Iny wonted manner, there fat within the woman of

" the houfe, and heard me, who tho’ the waga very

‘ungodly wretch, yet?protefted that I fwore and

~ curied gt that' moft fearful rate, that the was madeto

. trembleth hediiey And 10ld me further, That l was . .

Fae ungodlef JUDNI Y fwcaring, thai coer e heardin

Fihis doing was abe to fpoil ald -

BEACY.came but in my conpany,

§ SHEMPE was filenced, and put to fe-
“8§&a foo, =5 I thoughtbefore the -
el ;“Wherefore wifile 1 ft6od there; -

q’ doWn @y head, I 'withed with all my

- ;_:ﬁ;’ 3 litde child agai that my -{

SIEDE niuheldsra me to fpeak withont t%is wicked
y g for thought 1,1 am fo accuftomed

#1504t in vain for me tothink of a re-
for I thought that it could never be;

P “itnw it came to pafs I know not, I did

iy Unie forward fo leave my f{wearing, that it

Mgreat wonder to myfelf to pbferve 1t ; and

¥oEreas I made are of an cath to make my words

ave authority, now I could {peak better, and

with more pleafantnefs than ever.]' could before 5

all this while 1<knew not Jefus Chrift, reither -

did I leave my {ports and play, | e

| 26. But quicklyaftcr this; 1fellin company with

one poor map that made profeflion of religiop, who,

- 8 [ then thought, did talk pleafantly of the fcrip-

Rure, and ¢f the matters of re igion : wherefore, fag-

bifg into Joine Joye and liking to what hefaid, 1

& k-
~

hd - .
R




" tice was ‘but in vain, and therefore forced myfelf

|
I

PO
-

. pleafugein mdmg, bat efpccully with the hiltoriv
. fcriptures ¢f that riature, Icould notaway withtaem,

- being as ‘yet.but ignorant either of the corruptions . §
_ of my: niture, or the want and svprth of Jefus-

| commandménts I'alfo did ﬁnve.to keepi- iil& as i

| then 1 {hould have comfort ; yet wow-and theh
fhould break ‘one, aud fo 2ffi my coniciciice jbut .

 our neighbours did take meto be i very godly

" much'to fee' fach s great and faospus ;ker;mgn ,,*!»{ X
* my life'snd manpers ; ‘and indeegt fo it: was, 1. - 3

- hope ; and trulK as [ have well fedp fince, -

- thendied, my qV ‘
~_ this ].fay continued-about a twelve month or sl .

o

‘taken much delight in ringing, but my confcienice

“to the ﬁ:ecplc/ houfe and look on: butl thought

14 ' GRACE ABOUNDING
betook me to my Bible, and began. to take

cal part thereof ;" for, as for Paul's epiftles,’ and .

Cimﬁ te fave fne, ~ -.
" 27.Wherefore] fell tafome oqudreformatlon, |
both in Ty words and life, ‘and did fet the com- ¥
mandments befere me, for my way to heaven;which . F™

thought, did keep them pretty well fonsetiines, #sd
thien I fitoulg repent and fay, I was‘forty for it; and \ i d
promife fGod, to’gio bctte; nekt txme, amd :hcre
get help &pin. - W A

28. Thusl commucd :bouta yar, all whxchum ‘w-:_ .
man, 2 nlw and. tclugi‘ous man; and dilf- marvﬂ"’». :' .

yet I kdiew not Chirift nor grage, nor fiith; nor
ad -

ate had been moft fearful 3
29, 'Now you muft know, that before this¥ - ha¥f:
beginning to be tender : I thought that fuch aprac-.
to leave it, yet I hankered, wherefore I fhould go
this did not become religion neither, yet I forced -
myfelf, ang would logk on {till ; but c%:ck[y aftér

S bcgm 123 thmk how 1f one ofthe bella fhould fall;
 then I chofc to ﬁand under a ma,m beam that la} ‘




. .ot
. ' ~
' il

| lnt Yhe-vil, and then rebounding upon me might

~ ﬁeegle doot, and now thought I, I am fafe enough,

_for 1f a bell fhould then fall I can &ip out behind |
. thblé thick \vaﬂs,!hd {obe re&rvcdmotmthﬁmd-
- ‘mg. 80 aftcltthas, 1 wou‘I

e e o i

" 'ro THE CHIEF OF SINNERS. - 15 |

bver-thwarb the fteeple. from fide to fide thinking |
* thete 1 mighy ftand (ure : But then I {houl,d think
n,’ﬂ;:ﬁd the beil fall with a lwmg it mtght firft

k:ll me for all this bear: ; this made me &and in the

yet go to fec them ring, i
bat’ would not go no further than the fteeple doox,
‘then jréeme into my -head, bow if the feeple
olf frould £, ‘and thta thw% (it may fall for -

| ou ht T kaow): woul'd when I fpod and looked on,
g ‘;eomwually fo fhakemy mind, that I darftnot ﬁand E

l at the: flecple door any lériger, but wag forecd to fly
-_for fear it ﬂmu!d’&:trfall upon miae head; -
Lo ‘Angther thiag was sy dancing, I'was a full year

bcfore I' could quite leave it ; “But all this while,

"."\"Vvhgn I thou’gln § kept this or that commandment,
., ’0“ (hd by word asdeed any thing that I thought

good, I bad great peage. fn my conf.x,cnce, and
’ thmk with mylclf God capnot: Chufe but be
. pleafed with me, yea to relate it in my own

‘Viy,‘ 1 thought no mam m Ldglmd could Pkilfc '
~Godrbetter than J. ’

at paor wretch, as I was, I wasall thxs whnle 18-

t*mt of Chirift, and going about to cftablith mine
own nghteoufne(s,had Eexxihcdu.erem had not God
- in mercy thewed me more of my Rate by nature,

2g. But upon i day, the good prov:dcnce of God

| d!d caft mie to Bedford, to work at my calling and.

in'one of the {treets of lhat town I came wherethere

*.were tiiree or four poor women, fitting at a door

- the fun, talkmg about the things of . God, and
bcmg vow willing to hear them dilcourle, Fdrew
nzar to hear wha; they faid, for I was S oW 3 brifk, |




, . U
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' talker alfo myfclf in the maiters of relxgxon, B,g
1. may Gy, I heard, it Iwurderfiood not, for they -
were far above out of my Teach; dheir ulk'was about.
. ‘a new buth, the work of God oqzhett hearts ; ajlq,
how they were convinced of theix miferablé cﬁ? e
. by nature : lhc talked how" God had vﬂncd their
_{ouls with his Iavé in the Lord Jelus, and with wehit - :
-words and -promif{es- :xicy had heer vef frethed, com- .- |
forted and uppoucd againfktie.de t,;tlg_pso{‘thg .
_ devil : moreover, they, ;cafon_ed of vhe fiig; -
® and temptations-of Satan jn pal‘tlcuh. Sk
"+ each other, by which they had hegn a¥lifed,;7and -
. howthey were born up uudhr his ﬂ"aurﬁ‘:t_’hﬁyﬁ\%; ,.;
‘ '.dxfcnurlcd of their owan wretchcdaels o{ e i
" their unbchtf " and did contema. ﬂlght “and: abhpr,
- their own rlghtcm;fncfs, and ﬁlthy apd mluﬁt’:ﬁ!ﬁt
~ to'do thym any good. - g
"~ 0. And, me; thou ght tb fPaké, as:f 4
make them fpcak thcy lp¢kc with fuch. plcafaut-«
~ ‘nels of {cri pture laoguige, and with fuch app (- .
., ance of graceiin allthey | l:ud thit théy weré RS‘M ; >
- "asif they had found anew world as if they were” ¥
People that dwelt alone, -and were not la be rfckonid
smung their neighbours, Numb, xxii. §. -
» . . gt. At this T felt my own hcart beg qx\l tO fh;%
- and miftruft i ‘my condition to, e vought : for 1 Ia
- that in all nty. thoyghts about rali gxon and falvation,, #
- the new birth did never enter iuto my mind, nei-
ther dzd I kuow the comfort of‘the world and pro- |
milé, nor the decitfulnefs and teeachery of my own
wieked heart, - As for fecret’ thoughts, I tock no . |
notice of them; neither did I underftand whatSa-
. San's tem titions were; nor how they wure to be.
with ‘and yefifted, &9c,
‘ ‘ 3¢. Thus therefore when I heard and conﬁdzr-
. Ad what lhcy faigy l Jeft them and went abeut iy

A A ¢ - S
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| u"ployﬁcnt again : but théir talk ind difcourfe went

- with me, a}fo iy hegt wbuld tarry witk them, , for

1 was greatly affe@ed witl: their wordn.bothbecoufe

_ by them §-was_conyinced of the bappy ded biclled
_conditien of him that was fuck an oné,”

33 Therefore I fhould offen miake it my‘buﬁmﬁ‘
te be poing often .iata the’ com’pm of thefe poor
pcoplc 'for 1 eould.not ftay away “s-and the more I
went among& them, the more | M queftion my con-

~dition ; and as T fllll do remembser, prckntl 1 found
© WO tlnnp within me, st which I did fométimes
 inigyel, ( éfpecially confidering what a blind, igno- 3
_ rants and’ ua odly wreech but juft before 1 wac) one
was a- ..acfs ind tendernefs of han, ‘which |
- eapfee nié to fail ‘vnder the convillion of what by
fcnpmre ‘they affertedthe other was s beudmg oR |
my-mind to 1 Weditating on them, and oo all other |
- good things which at any time hetfd orrtad of.
34. By.thefe things, my mind was now feturn- |
~&d, that it lay like a Tiorfe ledch at the vein, fill |
- £rying out, Giye, ’ng, Prob. xxx, 15, Yea, it was
o fixed on eternity, and on the thmgs aboyt the-!
thdom of Heaven, (that is fo far as I knew'tho® |
as yet'God knows I kaew but little) that nexthcr '
- pleaiure, nor profits, nor ptrfuaﬁons, nor threats, | ;
.‘could loofe it or .make it let go its hold; and tho' I ; |
- |y fpcak it with fhame, yet it is “indeed a'very |
Eertajn truthr, it would then have beem as dxﬂicult !
. for me to have taken my mind from heaven to earth,
as I have found it often fince to get it agam ‘from,
carth to heaven, i

35 One thing I may not om:t, there was a yourg i
man in-our town, to whom my heht before was'
knit more-than to any other, but he being a moft:
wicked creature for curﬁng and fwearing, and
whering, } ihook. hig off, and forfvok his co~ma~‘

. U _
e . . .
v




" % if it be of the dcvil let me not ‘embracé it; - ,;

!

¢ 0.Lord, Lamp- tooT ‘snd not-able to Knowith
* ¢ truth from érror : Lord leave MW t°'- oy
s blindnefs, githeir w0 tpproqu'

did, he qu his oﬁ fwearing and mad wzy’ an«
“Ke, was. well, " But Harry;. faid §, why do

'bQOks that were pat fort

bet:kc mylelf 1o hﬁaﬂ prayer xn'thwif:”h{i:"‘

¢ doftrine;; if it be "of God; let.lncnet d

¢ I lay' my foul in'this matter, only at thy foot P‘T:t

¢ me no} be deceived, 1 hu!nbly béfeech t‘bee. g N
had one rchgnous intimate companionall this while,
- and that was the poor man that § fpoke of bcfore,_

but about this time he aldo turned a moft‘devilith |
_Ranter, and gave himielf. up to all manner of file

ny tha( there was a2 God, Angel or Spirit, and

- wouldJangh at all ¢ xhortations to fobriety : when
+ I labouredto1ebuke his wickednefs he wouldlaugh .
.~ the more and pretcnd that he had gone through all g

religion$, and eoyld never light upon'the right 1il]

.. now, he told me alfo, that in aliule time 1 thouid
" fee all profeffors turn to the ways of the Ranters;

whercfore, abaminating tho(e curfed prlnclplcs, {

-

——— —— PR .-

‘youl aviﬁd “curie: thus ? what will Bécome, pf -
T Vdr Jf you e !n“‘ﬂﬁ'@ “condition ? ‘he an(wercd
~ e mn(r zfe, W.a.t wowld the .Dcwl deé jotts" ;

" compdny zf it a'm wat or_fuch.as L:am. .
-86. Abouc: thls txmc t met wvith I&nc Rmm'
by Iom{ of our counxryq;'
men, which hooks weré aifohxg}ﬂy 1n eftéem by. ..
: ‘feveral pld profefiors:; fome of thefe:’; ;;tead, bat o

was not able 0 makea -Jutlgmént abomt them,

- Wherefore, as.] read in them, i ‘Bidight upon-
- then, (fecliug myfelf unable” tojudips) L. fhou

a8 cm\cz xABour*Dm L ]
. Yoo

C ngy: Sﬁt Qonté uart¥r of a year after lhd kfc
M# mh‘ﬂl axcoctlinlane, and afked how |

&

-~

o thméls t.pccnally uncleanngfs ; he weuld alfo de- .
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left his company forth-with, and becaine to him as
greata ftranger as ] had been before a familiar ; Nei-
tocr was this man.only a temfptation to me, but my
calling lying in the country, I happened to light
into {everal peoples ¢ompany : who, thoughFfirift
in religion formerly, yet wag alfo {wept away by
thele Ranters, Thefe would alfo talk. with me of
their ways, and condemn me as legal'and dark, pre-
tendcd that they only had attained to perfc€ion,
that could do what they would and not fin. O
thele temptations.were {uitable to my flefh, 1 being
~ but a young man, and my nature in its prime, but
God who had as 1 hope defigned me for better
things, kept me in the fear of his namme, and did
net {uffer me to accept of fuch curfed principles
And bleffed be God, who put 1t in my heart to cry to
him to be kept and durefled, ftill diftrufting mine
own wifdom, forl have fince feen even the effeét of
;hat praycr in his preferving me, not only from rant-
- ing errors, but from thofc al{o that have {prung 'p
"fince. The Bible was precious to me in thofe days.
"~ 37- And now, me thought I began to look into
the Bible with new eyes, and read as I never did
before : and efpecially the epiftles of the Apolthe St.
Paul were {fweet and pleafant to me ; and indeed, I
was then never out of the Bible, either by reading
or meditation, fiill crying eut to God, that I might’
know thie truth, and way'to Heaven and Glory.
98. Andas I went »n and read, 1 lighted on that
paflage, To one s given by the fpirit the word of wif-
dom, to another the word ¢f knowledge iy the fuime
Jtirit, and to another Yaun, &c.1 Cor. x'1. And
though, as 1 have finice {cen, that by this icripture
the Holy Ghoft invends.{pecial things ex-aord n ry,
yct on me it then did faften with conviétion, that 1
did want things ordinary, cven that underftanding
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and wifdomn that other Chiiftians had. On this.
word I mufed;, and could not tell what to do, elpe-
cially thiis word (Faith) put me to it, for I could not
help jt, but lomc timss muft quefhon, whether [
had ﬁy fsith or no, but I was loth to.conclude I
had o faith : for if-l do fo, tirougnt I twcn I {hall
count myfelf a very eaftaway 1nuLCd

39. No, faid 1, tho’ I am convincad that T aman
ignorant fot and that I waut tholc blefled gifis of
knowledge, and underftanding that other good peo-
ple have, yet 2t a venture I will conclude, Jam not
altogethcr faithlefs, tho’ I kuow not what faith is.’
For it was fhewed me, and that too (as ['liave fince

Jeen) by Satan, that thofe who conclude themfelves
1n a faithlels ﬁaxc, have neither réft nor quiet in
their fouls ; and I was loth to fali quite m\‘o%efpmr.

~40. Wheréfore by this fuggeftion, 1 was for a
vhile made afraid to fee my want of faith ; but God
would not fuffer me thus to undo and deftr toy my,
foul, but did cnntmually agamﬂ: my blind and fad
corclufion, create ftill within me fuch fuppolitions,
infomuch that 1 could not reft conterit, unil I dil>

now come to fome certajn knowledge, whether I
had*faith or fo0 ; this always running in my mind,
But how if you wantfazt}z indesd 2 But how car)ou

ell you khave paith 7 And befides: I faw for certam -
1f 1 had it not, I was fure to p*n!h forever.

41. Sothat tho' I cndeavoured at fit ft to look over
the bufinefls of taithy vet in a little time 1 beiuw v con-
fideving the matter, was willing to put mylclf upu |
tuial, whether 1 had fauth ono, but poor wretch ! o
ignacrant and brutifh was I that I knew o this day
no nore how to do it, than I knew how to begin
end accomphilh that rare and curious picee of art,
ronich | nc\ ev yet faw or confidercd.

42, Whatetore while I was thus confidering, and
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being put to my plung=about it /far you muft know
waat as vet 1 bad 1y this matrer broken my mind ro
r~ man, only did hear and confidey) the tempter
cainc in with this delniion, that there was novtvay
foi :n=to know I had faith but by trving t6 wairk
Jome nuiracle, urging thofe feriptures, that feem to
Toek thast way, for the enforcing and {liengibening
his tempiation. One day as 1 was betwixt Elftow
and Bedfmd, "the temptation was het upon me, to
try if 1 haq fuith by doing ivme miracle; which
miracle at that time was, 1 mait {iy  tothe puddles
that wore in the horle pads, be dry; and the dry
places, 0= you the puddles ; and truly one time I was
going to lay fotadecd but 3uitas [ wasabou: to Ipeak,
this thought camne into mymind, Bt go under yonder
hedge, amd bray frit, thaf God wouli make you able :
But when [ had - oncluded to pray, this came hot
upon me, that if { praycd and came again and tried
todo it. aud yet dia nothing notwithltanding, then
befure I had ro faith but was a caft away, and : Nay,
“thought I, if it be o, 1 will never try vet, but will
Ray a litile longer. . .

43. So I continundatagreat lofs, for I thought if
they only had i which could do fuch'wonderfil
things, then I concluded, that for the preient 1
ncithier Lad 1t, nor vet for time to come were liks
to haveit.  Thus I wastelled becwixt the deviland
my own ignarance, and lo perplexed, efpecially at
{cme times, that [ could not tell what to do.

44. About titis rime, the flate and happinels of
thele peor veople at Bedford, was thusin a kind ot
vifion prelent ed untome: 1 law, as if they were {et
en the {uany fidc of fome high mountain, refiefhing
themf{elves with the tleafant beamsof the fun, while
I was fhivering and fhrinking ; affi&ed with froft,
inuw and dark clouds ; me theught alfe betwixt me
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and them, 1 faw a wall that did compafs abouit this
mountain ; through this wall, my foul did greatly
defire to pafs, concluding, that if I could, I would
go €wén into the very mdft of them, and there alfo
comfort myfelf with the héat of their {un. '

45. About this well, I thought myfelf to goagain
and again, {till praying as I went, to fee if 1 could
find tome way or paflage by which I might enter
therein, but nene could I find for fome time : at the
laft, I faw, at it were a narrow gap, likea little door -
way in the wall, through which [ attempted to pafs:
now the paffage being very ftrait, I made many of-
fers to get in, but in vain, evenuntil I was quite
beat out by ftriving to get in ; at laft with great ftii-
ving, me thought I at firft did get in my head, and
after thet by fideling {triving my fhoulders, and my
whole body ; then was'I execeding glad, and went
and {at odwn in the midft of them, and {o wascom-
forted with the light and heat of their {un. box

46. Now this nountain and wall, &c. was thus
made out tom=; The mountain fignified the church
of the living God ; the fun that fhone thercon, the
comfortable fhintng of Mis merciful face on them
that were therein.  The wall I ‘thought, was the
word that did make feparation between the Chrif-
tians and the woild ; and the gap which was in
this wall, I thbught was Chnift, who is the way to
God the Father, John xiv. 6. Math. vii. 14. But
tor as much as the patlage was wonderful narrow,
even {o narrow, that [ could not but with great dif-
ficulty, enter into life, but thofe that werein down
yight earneft, and unlels alfo they left this wicked
world behind them ; for here was only room for
body and foul, but not for fin,

47. This 1clemblanceatode upon n.'xy {pirit many
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days all wiich time I faw’ myfelf in a forlorn and
fad condition, but yet was provoked.toa véhement
. hungcr, and defire to be one of that number that
thd fit in the {funfhine : now I fhould pray where-.
ver I was, whether at home or abroad, in hobfe or
ﬁeld and {hould often with lifting up of heart, {ing
he fifty firft Plalm, O Lord, confider my- dz_/ircj!
foras yet 1 knew not where I was. :
Vcither- could 1 attain to amy comfortable
i5n that 1 had faith in, Chiill ; but inftead
pring fatisfaQtion, here 1 Bcgan to ﬁndm foul

ﬂ'auhed with frefh doubts about my fumrc
_____ pecially fuch as thefe, Whelher I was §
‘ff the da)' of grate jhould be paft and gon
> il - mmtem tations I was much aEJ&edg
! dd'qm ﬁoetunc& b¥ one, and fometimesby -
“tBe other. Ai&&g, w.fp eak of that about my quef-’
tlgmﬁg myelc&lnp. i fouud a&,bns time; that tho’
..,l Wasn 1 thgc.tq find the way tg-heaven and g!o-’
figggnd the’, nothmg,could bear meoff from this,yet.
A queltion did fo offend mic, that I was efpecu]ly
- Iome times, as if the very ftrepgth of mybod had
~bEen taken away by Lhc?;rce and power thereof,
Chis fcripture fecmed alfo to trample upon all my
res. It is neither in him that willeth por-in him that -
y .4maneth, but in God that fheweth mercy; Rom. ix.
.. 80, With this feripture 1 could not teil what to -
- do, fot I evidently faw, unlefs that the great God
of his infinite gracc and bounty, had voluntarily
chofen me to be a vctiel of mcrcy though 1 {hould
defire and long and labour yntil my heart did break,
no good could come of it. Therefore this would
ftil ftick with me. How ‘can you tell you are
elc&ted ? And what if you fhould not, how then?
51, O Lord, t.hougm I, whut if I fhouid not in-

deed ? it may be you are no'y faid the temptcr it

T T T e etre e 4 e et e e e
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may be {oindeed, thought I.  Why then, faid fatan,
you had as good leave off, and ftrive no further;
for if indeed you fhould not be elefed and chofen:
of God, tncr¢ 1s no talk of your bcmg faved ; For
1% 15 ne: t’zﬂr in him that wiileth, worin him that run-
neth, but in God that fheweth mercy. o

52. By thefe things I wasdriven tomy wits end,
not knowmg what to fay, or how to anfwer thcie
temptations, for that the elet anly attained eternal
life,"1 without [cruple did heartily clofe with ; but
that I was one of them, there lay the quefhon. -

53. Thus for feveral days, lwas greatly affaulted
and perplexed : but one day. after 1 had beett fo .
many weeks.opptefled and caft doewn, as I washow
quuc g:vmg up the ghoft of all my hopes of ever
attaining lifc, that fentence el with weight v
my {piit, Look at the generations of old, and fee; did
ever any truft in God, and were confounded ?

54. At which 1 was greatly lightened, and  en~
couraged in my foul, for thus at that very inftant it
was expounded to me: begin at the beginning of
Genefis, and read to the end of the Revelations,
and fee xf you can find that there was any that ever
truffed in the Lord, and was confounded, Socom.
ing home, 1 went to my hible, to fecif 1 ceuld find
that {axm«: for it was {o frefh and comfortablc to
me, that L was as if it talked with me.

55. 1 looked, but found it not, only it abode upon
me: [ then aﬂ(cd firft this good man and then ano-
ther, if they new where it was; but they knew no
fuciy place ; atthis1 w. ..dered, that 1uch a fentenge
fhould fo fuddenly, and with fuch comfort, feize
amiiabidc upon my heart, and yet that none could
find it

56. Thus I continued abovea year, and could not
find the place, but at laft, cafting mine eye inte the
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Apocrypha, I found it in Ecclefiaftes, ii. 10. This

&t the firft did fomewhat daunt me, but becaufe by
this'time I had got more experience of the love and

i

kindnefs of God, it troubled me thelefs ; cfpcmall(y |

when I confidered, that though it was not 1n tho

texts that we eall holy and canonical, yet forasmuch

as this fentence was the fum and fubftance of many
of the promiies, it was my duty to take the comfort
of it, and I blefs God for that word, for it was of
him : and doth ftill at times fhine bcforc my fsce.

57. After this, that other doubt came with power
upon me. But how if the day cf grace be paft. and
gonc? Now I remember, that oné day 2s I was walk-

ing in the country, I thought of this, ‘when, to aggra-
vate my trouble the tempter prefented to my mind
thole good pecple of Bedford, and fuggefted thus
untoe me, that thefe,being converted already, they
were all that God would fave in thofe parts, and
that I came roe late, for thele had got the blcﬂinw
before I came.

£8. Now I was ig great diftrefs, thinking in very
decd tha: this might be well fo : wherefore I went
-up and down bcmoamng mv fad condition, count-
lng myleif far worfe thana thouland fools, for ftand-
ing uif thus long, and {pending fo many years in fin
8s I have done ; ftill erying out, Oh, that I had
turned focner ! Oh, that | hed turned feven years
ago : 1t made me alfo angry with myiclf, to think
that I fhould have no more wit but to trifle away
my time, till m foul and heaven were loft.

59. But when I had beeh long vexed with this
fear, and was {carce able to take one ftep more, jult
. about the fame place wnerc I reccived my other

encouragement, thefe words ca'nc into my miad - .

Compel them to come in, that my koyfe may ke fl-cd
: B
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‘and yet there 1§ 72 som,+ Luke xiv. 2, 23. Thele .
words, but efpecially ghem, ' And. y : there is room,
were fweet words B e ; for {"uh i thought I faw-
that there was plaﬁ%noag’h in Weaven for me; and
that when the Lofﬂﬁbipake :Kzfe words, he then
did think of ms, aud -that, he Lnowmg the timg
would coms ‘that I fhould bé =H:8ed with fear,
that there \;as‘r 0 phcc left for- me in .his bofom,
did before {peak this word, and leave it upen re-
cord, that I might find help thereby againft this "
vile tenzpration, this 1 then venly believed.. | <

§ €o. Inthe lightand eatourngement-of thisword,.

I continued for 2 while, and the comfart way?
axore, wher'I thought that the Lord Ihou}d thap
on e fo long ago, and that he fhould’ £pa§ c: - R
WOrds on purpole formy ke, - > b e
.But 1 was not witheut my tcmp!ahoﬁs'_ X |
agsin } temptations, both from Saiaing - miite’ ot\fu
heart, and carmal asguiintance § beit I thank God'
_theie were ounvcrghcd bywat.la!...d fenfe of ﬂutlrl
~and the day of judgment, whic bode, as it were, -
~ continually in-my view. 1. often aliothink
of Nebuchudiiczzar, of whom- it is faid, He hdd-
gicer him’ aL the &ugdons of the cartll, Dam.l V.
18, 13, Yer, of this great an. kad Liis poition 12
this world, onc hour 1a hell fig would make him

, foxvct al. Tius coatideration \.a&-ncl to me.

. I was al'c mede aboui this time to ice {ome-

* dnna coaccruing the bezfis th2: Mofes counted
clear: ana undjean. 1 thought thcﬁ bealts were
types of men: the clen, (ypes of them that w cre
the .people of Goa ; but the unclean, types of fuch
as were the children of the wieked ons. Now I
read, that the clean beafts chewed the cud ; that is,
they fhewed us we muft feed upon the word of

-"' -

- ~.
v N

— 4
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God : they alio parted ihe heof X thought that ﬁg- |
nified, we mult far, if we \\oulu be faved with
the wavs cf utgea \.h men.,  Aad sllo, in further
reading cbout shem, 1 foutd, tirat though we did |
chew the cud a5 the Rarc: yet 1f we walkea with
claws liiic a Geg, or if weaid not pait the heof |
like the fwine; vetf we gid ot dxc‘mc cud as
the {heep, we were 2 but uaclzan; for I thought
the hare to be a tvpe of thols that talk of the wod,
yot walk in weys of £ i, and the fwine like hxm
that parfeth with outward polluticns, but ftill want-

eth the word of faith, without whieh there could b&*

no{al%ntwn. let man be cver fo devout, Deut. xiv.

' 37. After this, I.found by reading of ithe word,
that thofe that muit be glonﬁcd with Chuift in 2no-
thcr world, Mxf be cclied by kam here, Called to the

pareaking of a {harc.of his word, and rigateoufncis,

and to a pecaliar intercft in all thole hcavenly

-things, which fore-fit the foul for that reft and houle
- of glory. which is in heaven above.

63. kere 2gun; I was at a very great ftand, not
knowing wl"a‘ to do. fearing I was not celled, for
if I be net called, what ther @an dome good ? None

~but thole who are eflv Qually cailed, mherit the
kingdom of heaven.  But Oh, how I now leved
tholc werds that {pake of a Car:iiax’s calling ! As
When the Lovd [aia te oue, Fell.w e, sand to ano-
ter, Coms ahrr me; and O.h that he wou'd fay to
me too! How glzdiy would I run arter tum !

6;. 1 cannct now cxprels with what lorgings
and b.catn....gs in Tay loul, 1 csied to Chiift, to call
me. Thus I continued fora time, 11 onz flams to
be converted 1o Je'us Chriit, and aid alio tee at
that day, fxch zlorv ina converied flate, that I

ald not be routented without a fiare therem,

19
-l
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Gold! could it have been gotten for gold, wint
could I have given for it! had I buta whole world,
it had all gone for this, that my loul might havos
been in a2 converted ftate.

65. How lovely now was every one in my eyes,
that I thought to te converted men and women ?
fhcy (hoge, and walked like a people that carnied

the broad-feal of heaven aboutthem. Ifaw thelot
was fallen to them in plcafant places, and they had
a goodly heritage, Pfal. xvi. but that which- made
me fick, was that of Chrift in’ Mark, Hedﬂ!up
into a mountawn, and called to him ahom Iu uou“g
and they came unto him, Mark mi. 13, v

66. 'Ihls {cripture gave me fear, yet it-kinnilg _-»‘"
fire in my foul. That which made me. felt i,
this, left Chrift fhould Lave no liking to e, foi‘ <
called whom £z wonld, But the lory that I faw iRy -
that condition, did Rill fo engage my heant, that 1
could feldom read of any that Chrift did call, bug
1 prefently wifhed, would I had been .in thou'
clothes, weuld 1 had been born. Peter, would I had
been born John, er would I had beea by, and had
heard him when he called them, how would I have
cried, O Lord, call me alfo! but Oh, I feaxcu he
“oald nct call me.

b7 And truly the lord let me go thus many
pont)is together, and fhewed me nothing, cither
that | was alieady, or fhould be cailed hereafler,
But at laft, after mnuch time {pent, and many gioins
to God, that I might bs madc partaker of the holy
and hcavull) calling. that worc ca-u¢ in upon me,

I will cleanfe theiy blood that I have not cleanfed, _for
the Lord dw:lzth in Siom, Jeel 11, 21, 't.cle
woids, I thought, were fent to fRcourage e to
{1l wait upon God, and hgnu.cd unto me th

it I wete not alrcady, yet ume migiit come, 1§ ,
be converted unto Chrift, *
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€8. About this time | began to brezk my mind to
thofe poor people at Beaford, and to tell them my

condition, whica when they had heard, they told

Mr. Gifford of me. who himfelf alfo took occatiem
to taltk-of me, and was wiliing to be perfuaded of
me, tho’ 1 think but from litile grounds: but ke
iavited me to his houle, wicre I fhould hear him
confer with others ahout the dealings of God with
the foul ; {rom: all' wiiich, 1 il 1eceived more con-
viction, and Yrom that tine began to {ee fomething
of the vanity and wreichedrefs of my heart, for as

yet I knew no gieat matter therein, but now 1t ke- -

gan to he difcovered unto me ;: z2nd alio to work at
“thac rate as it never did befere.  Now, [ ¢cvidently
found, that lafls and corr uptions put forth them-
felves w1fhm me, in wicked thoughts and dcfires,
which T did not regard befove : my defires alfo for
hﬂavcn began-to 3il, 1 found alfo, that whereas be-
fore my loul was full of longings after God, now it
began to hanerafter every foclifh varity ; yea, my
“heart would notbe imoved towind that that was good
1t began to be caielzfs both on my {oul and heaven
it woull now continually | hang b back bothto, and in
every duty, znd wasas a clog on the leg ofa bird to
“hinder me fiom flying
6g. Nay, thought {, 1 grow worfe and worfe,
now I am faither from converfion than cver I was
befare j wherefore | bcgau to fink greatly in my {foul,
and hegan to entrctain [uch dlfcouragcmcnt 1n my
heart, aslaid me as low as hell ; if now I fhould have
burned at a ftake, 1 could nct believe that Chrift had
love for me. Alas! I could neither hear him, nor
fee him, nor feel him, nor favour any of his things;
I was drivén as with a tcmpeft, my heart would be
unclcan the Cinaaniics would dwell in the dand.
19, Somctimes. 1 would tell my condition to the

e —. . e ——— e
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! 'pcoplc of Ged : which when they heard, they woald

pity me, and would tell me of the promlics but they
had as gocd have told me I muft 1each the fun with
my finger, as have bidden me rely on the promife,
and &s foon as I fhould have donc it ; all my lenfe
and feciing was againft meg and 1 faw | had a heart
that uould {in, and lay uudcra law that would con-
demn.

71. Thefe thmws have oftcn made me th!u‘kef the

child which the father brought to-Chrift, Whe while '

Fe was yet coming to him was thrown dewn by. the-de-

vil. and aifo fo vent and torm by him, that ke lay and .

wahuwed Joaming. ~ Luke ix. 32 Mark 1x, =q. .

. Further, 1n thefe dzys, 1 fhould. find my. hca& i
to {hut up itleifagainft the Lord and againft ’hlshol} <]

word; | have found my -nbehef to fet as 1t wcti“i

the ﬂmuldcn io the door to keep him oui and that
too, even when [ have with many a bitter fagh cncd

good Laud, break it open : Lord ¥reak t’u e

vbrafs, and cut the vars of irom afunder, sz cvn.
16. Yet that word would fometimes creaie’ in my

hearta peaceable paife, 1 girded thee, thungh thou Iwﬁ

not known me. 1faiah xlv, 5,

73. But all this while, as te the aft of ﬁnmng :
I never was more tender than now, I durft not taka
a pm or ftick, though but fo big as a fhaw, for my

conicience now was lore, and would {mart at every

- “touch, I could not now teil how to fpeak my words,

for fcarl fhould mifplace them ; O how linge:ly
did I then go,in all 1 did or faid ; I found m felf
in a mierybog that fhook if I did but fur, and was
as bereft both of God and Chrift, and thc {pirit,
and all good things,

74- But I obicrve, tho’ I was fuch a great finner
belore convcrfion, yet God never much charged

the guilt of the fins, of my ignorance upon ey

[PPSR TR T R, §
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only he fthewed mg | was lcft if I had not Chrift,
becaufe I had been a finner. 1 {aw that 1 wanted
2 perfe& righteoufnefs to prefent me without fault
before God, and that this righteoufneis was ouly
to be found but in the perion of Jefus Chnft.

25. But my origiral and inward poliution, that
was my plague agd my afflifion ; that 1 faw ata
cicadful rate always putting forth itlelf within me,
by rcafon of that, ] was more loathfome in mine
- own eyes than atoad, and thought I was foin God’s
alle: fia and corruption, I faid, would as naturally
bubble out of my heart, as water would out of a
fountain ; I thought now that every one had a bet-
ter heart than 1, ] could have changed heart with
sny body. 1 fell therefore at the fight of mine
own vilcnefs inio deep defpair, for I concluded
‘that the condition I was in, could not ftand with a
ftate of grace, fure, thought I, I am forfaken of
- God, 1 am given up ta the devil and a reprobate
mind, and thus I continued a long whilc, even far
. fome years together.

+ #26. While I was thus aflliled with the fears of
my own damnation, there were two things would
make me wonder: the ene was, when 1 faw old

ople huniing after the things of this world, as if
they fhould live here forever ; the other was, when
I found profeffors much diftreffed and caft down
when they met with outward loffes, as of hufband,
wife, child, &c. Lord, thought I, what ado is here
about {uch little things : what {acking after carnal
things by fome, and what grief in others for the lofs
of them; if they fo much lahour after and fpend fo
many tears for the things of this prefent life, how
] am to be bemoaned, pitied an Pmycd for! my
foul is dying, my foul is demning. © Were my foul
b ina good conditiop, and were I bus furs of it,
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how rich fhould I eitezm myfelf, thoush ble® but
with bread and water: 1 {hould. count thofe but
feall pfil:&ons, and fhould bear them as littls bar-
dens. A wonnded fpirit whe can bear. @

77 Aund thoygh I was thus treubled and toffed
aflit-d with the fight and fznfe and terror of my
cwwn wickedgefs, yet I was afrid 10 It this fenfe
and figi go quite off my mind; for I fourd tha
unl={s guilt of confcience was™ taken off the right
way, that 15, by the blood of Chrif}, 2 mat gréw
nather watle, for the lofs cf kKis trovbie of mind,
thin better.  Whercfore if my gwilt lay hard upon
me, then I fhou!d cry, that the blood of Chrft ..
might take it ¢F: and if it was going off w;j.hout:\
12, for the fenfe of fin wouald be lometimes as if it -
wrould die, 2nd go quite away; then I would alfo

fave 1o feich upon my heart again, by buioging .
the punithment for fin in hell fire upost my fpini,
and {hould cry, Lord It it nci go cff sy keart any
other way than by the Eod oF Carid, axd by the ap-
Flcatioa of thy mercy through kim ta my foul: For

_that fanipturs lay much upon me, Wathens gfhedding
of ¢2ed inere is o remtiffon, Hoboix, 2. And fith
winch mads me the more afraid of this, was, be- -
cauic | had feen fome, who, when they were under
Wouncs of confcicnce would cry and pray, yet
fecXing rather prefent cafe from their troublc than
Furdon for their fins, cated not how they loRt their
guilt, {o they cot it out of their mind: now having
got 1t off the wrong way, it was not fanfhified unte

- them, but they grew harder and blinder, and more
wicked zfter their trouble. This made me afraud,

- and made me cry to God the morc that it might not
be fo with me. . -

8. .rd now was I fcrry that God had made me

vmzn, for I féared I was a reprobute : I counted man,

— -
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as unconverted, the mof: daleful of all the creatures ;
thus being athitlcd a:d toffed sbowt my fad condition
I counted myleli alone, and above all men unblefl.
79- Yea I thought itimpoffible that ever I fhould
attain 2o o much geodnels of heart, as ta thank Ged
wnat he had mwade me 2 man. Man indeed 1s the moft
noble, by creaticu, of all the creatures ju the vxﬁblc
-wond,butb fin be had made hixielf tae moft g
- naoble, Thebca&s,lmds, fifaes, &c. I blefled lnclr
. conditior, for they had not 3 fintul nature, they
were not obncxious to the wrath of God, ihey wers
- WOt t0 20 t0 kell fire afler death, 1 could therefore
yejoice, had my condition been as any of theirs
8o, In this condition I went a while, but
Whea comforting time was come, I heard one preach
_Mlﬁhul thelc words in the Song. Song v 1,
. ﬁuart_ﬁnr,-]bar beksls thaa art farr, bt
st thet time be roade theis two words wy Lve, his
didefind {ubje watter ; from which afier he had
" alutle opened the text he obierved thele fevenal
coaclulemms 1 T3af th: church axd fe coery faved foul
ts CAng's love, a-acn la-dt[:. s Lanﬁ 5 Live vurort
& Ggafe in Chrif’s lsvc_when hat:d of Lk'aorla.§
C-hn_,’t': loze whem wnde? tewptaivm and under dijor-
&ion. § Cbrﬁ:&xcfrnjrﬁ 20 L:4,
§:. Bu 1 got nodt.ng Yy wiat e had l2°d at nre-

¥ fent, only woen he cme w Ui agphication of the

fourth particular, this wasthe uom e f1id, Ifu be
ﬁ that l&fa:’td feal 1 Chesft's bewe adica saa.er NS

tiox ard ajuitﬁ! and affiiiicd itk naéw‘wus oRd
tac Feding of Gud's face y2 thunk ox ‘.%g lad weras,
=y Love ﬁi.l

82. Soas ] was going home thele words came again
dito iy lhmgha. and | = Loiancnber as iney cane

in. I .4id thus in my hcut, hhat sl lgu by thitke

taiies und defurtion ane xbex poor tempted foul weem
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iy on ihofe two word: # tliis thought had no {ooner
pafled throngh my heart, bt thicie words besan thus
to kindle in-my (pirtt, Tz art my love, thou art
my dove, twenty times toscther ; and ftill asthey ran
thus in n:y mind, they waxed! ronger and wanner,
and began to make me leok np:  but being as yet
betwecen hope and fear, 1 ttill replied 1n my heart,
But st true  but 1s it true 2 At which that fentence
fell in upon me, H: wi not that it was true whick
was done unto him of the Angel. AQs xii. g.

83. Then I began to give place to the word,
wiich with power did over and over make this
joyful found within my foul, Thou art my love, thow
cri my love, and wothing fuall fcparate thee from wy
{ove ! and with that, Kom, viii. 39, came into 1
mind. . Now was my hea:t filled full of comfo
and hope, and now I could belicve that my,fins
fhould be forgiven me ? yea, I was now fo taken
with the love and mercy of God, that I remember
I could not tell how to contain till 1. got home, 1
thought I could have fpoken of his love, and have
told of his mercy to me, even to the very crows
that {at upon the ;ploughggd lands before me, had
they been capable to have underftood me, where-
forc | faid in my foul with much gladneis , J would
I had a pen and ink here, I would write this dewn
before I go any further, for furely I'will mot forget
ihis forty years hemce: but alas! within lefs t
foriy wiays 1 began to queftion all again, and -
tincs fell to my cld courfes again.,

84. Yet full at times, 1 was helped to believe
that it was a true manifeftation ol grice unto my
{ov!, though 1 had loft much of tic lifc and favour
of it Now abrut a week or fortnight after tus,
I wes much fcllowed by this {eripture ; Simon,, St-
mon, Lehold, Satan hath depred to have you, Luke
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xxii. 317 and fomcumes it would found fo loud

_ withm me, and c2ll 1o frongly after me, tha }
- turned my head over my fhoulder, thinking venly
L‘\aﬁnemhdbthimimcaﬂuimc,bdngaa
great difiance, me-thought be alllcd fo loud, it cams,

r and warchfulnefs. It came to acquaint me
' a cloud ard florm was coming down upon ==,
I wndzrficod #t mot. )
85. But fo foolith was I, and icnormat, that I
kncw not the reafon of :his found, only 1t woskd
make me mufe, and wonder in my mind, to think”
K thould'de she rexfon tha tais {cnprure, " and
fathismc,ﬁoﬁcn,:::dlolmd, fhould fil

. ing and ruling in mine cars.  But, a5 1
i34 before, I foon perceived the end of God therein.
86, For about :%:c {pace of 2 month after, a

very
Fi’ntﬁx’:r:nc:nm:«.‘.u\.,;: upon me, which handled -

. We twenty tymes worie than 28 1 had met with be-
 sfore -t cnte fiealing upon me, now by one piece,
2By @aother : Firit, all my comf6rt was taken
Yo me, then darkaels feized upon 1z, after which,
le flonds of biz"phemies, both againft God,
rift, and the feripures, was pourcd upon my
i, to my srcat coafuilon ard afionithment. -
< These blafphemous thoughts were fuch as
-Augrod up ?uc&ions in me againft the very being cf

M, 3nc¢ of his holy beloved Son ; as whether there
E 1 truth z God or Chnft, and_whecther the

remny icriptures were not rather a fible and cunnine

88. The témpter alfo would much affault me with
this : ¢ How can yc tell, but that the Turks had as
good {criptures to prove their Mahomet the Saviour,
as we have to provc eur Jelusis: And could I think
deo magy ten lhouﬁnds, infomy countries and

;._»

flory; than.the holy and pure word of God. -

- 33 | bave thought {izce, to have Rirred meupto ¢
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Kingaoms, ihould he without knowledge of the rigit
way taheaven, (if there were indeed a heaven) and
that we only, who live 1n a corner of the ear:h,
fhonld aleue be bleft therewith ? Every one doth
think his own religion nighteft, both Jews, Moors,
and Pagans:and how if our Englifh faith, and Chrift,
and {criptures, thould but think fo too ?*

89. Somct:mes 1 have endeavoured to argue
againft thele tuggeftions, and to {et {oure of the fen.
tences of blefled Paul againft themy but alas! [
quickly felt, when 1 thusdid, fuch arguings asthete
would return again uponme : ‘1 hough we made (o
great a matter of Paul and of his words, yet how
could I tell, but that in very decd, he being a fub-
tle and cunning man, might give himfclf up to de-
ceive with ftrong delufions, and allo take the pains
and travel to undo and deftroy his fellows ?

go. Thefe fuggeftions {with many others, which
at this time I may not, nor dare not utter, neither by
word or pen) did make fucha [cizuie upon my {pirit,
and did fo over weigh my heart, both with their
number, continuance, and fiery foree that 1 felt, as
if there were nothing but thefle from morning te
night within me, ard as indeed there could be room
for nothing elle ; and alfo concluded, that God had
in verv wrath to my foul, given me to them to be
carried away with them as with a whirl wind.

a1. Onlv by the diftalte that they gave unto my
fpirit, I felt there was fomething in me tha: refufed to
emirace them : but this confideratien ? then only had,
wnen God gave me leave to fwallow my {pittle,
otherwiie the noiie, and ftrength, and fc:ce of thete
tein, rations would drown and overflow. «nd fas it
were) bury all fuch thoughts, or the remen bragee cf
any iuch thing.  While I was in this temptapon 1
would fmd often my mind {uddenly put upog 1t te
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curfe and {wear, or to {peak fome grievous thing of
God, or Chrift his Son and of the {criptures.

92. Now I thought, furely Iam poffcffed of tMbde-
vil; at other times again, [ thought, I ihould be
bereft of my wits, for inftead of iauding and magni-
fymg of God the Lord with others, if I have but
heard him {poken of, prelently fome moft horrible
blafphcmous thought would bolt out my heart againft
hlm. So that whether Idid think that God was, or
again, did think their were no fuch thing : nq lovc‘
nor gracious dlfpoﬁtlon could I fell within me.

98. Thele things did fink me into deep defpair,
for I concluded that fuch things could not be found
againft them that loved God, [ often, when thefe
‘temptationg have been with force upon me, I did
compare mylelf, in the cife of fuch a child, whom
{eme gipfie by force took up in her arms, and is car-
1ying from friend and country; kick fomcttmcs Idid
and fhrick ; butyet I was bound in the wings of the
temptation, and the wind would carry meaway, I
.thought allo of Saul, and theevil fpirit that did pof--
dgfs him, and did fear my condition was the {ame
with that of his, 1 Sam. xvi. 14.

94. /n thefe days when I have heard others talk
of the fin againft the Holy -Ghoft, then would the
‘tempter fo provoke mo to defire to that fin, that I
was as if I could not, muft net, necither thould be '
quiet until  had committed that ; now no fin would
_Icrvc but that ; if it were to be commlttcd by fpeak.

ing fuch a \sord then I have been as if my mouth
would have lpokcn that word whether J would or
ro; and in fo ftrong a meafure was this temptation
upon me, that often I have been ready to clap my
hana upon my chin to keep my mouth from opening;
to that end alfe, Jhave had thoughts, at otheg times
to leep with my head downwardinto fome mwuck hill’
hole o1 wther, to kecp my mouth from fpesks .

C
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9\-,. Naw again, { echeld the coadition of the dog
and tead, and counizC the cfure of cvery thing t‘u—’
G4 had rmace, for better than this ccadful fate of
miae, and fuch as my comipan:cns was : vea, glaaly
would I have boee adog or borizg, for T kiew they -
had =o foul to pe.r'ﬁ\ under the c\'c.hl‘-ng weighe
of hell for fin, as mwine was itke to do :"Nay,though
I faw tms, fclt this, and was brokea to pretes with
it ; yet that which added 10 my l{osrow, was, that 7 ~
Oonld not find. that with ahi =y Toul I dia defire.
deliverance. That fernture did tear and read my
foa! in the midflt of thele bhitis&ons, The wacked aré
Gike the troudled fea uick camct reft, whe :fe waters cak
up mire and dirt ;- Trere is mo peace 3o tire ainched, -
Jaitk my Gad, Iia. ki, sa. 21,
. Ard now, mv hcart was-at times ex
haru, if T weu!d have given 2 thouland pounds
a tear, I could nct fi-2ore. ] was much dcj-8R,
to thir.k thst this we- i3 be my lot : Ziaw jome g f. '
moura 2nd lament tiwir fins, and ethmagaxﬁ. 1. F
quictly ta:k of.and wun gladne:s remember thég
of God, whilc I was ¢::ly in the ftorm or veal)
This much {vuk me. [ thcught ny conditiogs |
alone, [/ thould tn:r~fore muca bewit my hard "' " 3y
but get out of, or gt 133 of thofe things, ¥ could ]
97- W hile tis tempiztion hu-d whch
about a ycar, I could atiend tron nore of the i
dinances of Goud, l:h with foreand grea: afihéh
then wes § moit difircffed vith blafphemn 5%
if 1 have been hearing the werd, then unclcanmf'q K
blafphemies, and defpair, wou d rold e a captive
there ; 1f 1 hzd been reading, then fometimes § had
fudocn thoughts tequcllion all 1 rcad ; jometimes
again, my mind would be_ fo ﬂrannclv inaiched
away. a: d pollcfled with other thu.gs, that 1 have
n-uter known, nor regarded, nor remembered {0

much as the fentence that but now 1 had read.

- ——
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5 §%. In prayer alfo, 1 have been greatly troubled
#t dlits tire : fomstimes I have thought I have felt
- % behind me pull my clothes ; ke would be alfs
continually at mc in the time of prayer; to have
dui, break off, make hafts, jou have prayed
| 'qm,and ftay no Jonger ; ﬁt-' dﬂw-w my mind
. awiye He would fomerimes caft in fuch wicked
sRhoughts as thefe, that I muft pray to him, or for
ﬁ 3.[ have thmght fomctimcs of that, Fal! down,
*.ar, If thon uilt fall down and worfhip me, Mat, iv. g.
+ . 99s Allo-wh:n, becanic 1 have had: wardering -
> Hiseghts in th: ume of this duty I have labvmej )

igpmpolc ray mind, and fix it upon God; then -
PRk gl foroe hath the tempter labourcd :o dit-
tRft m=, dnd to turn away my mind, by prefenting
b p.lieart and fancy, the f)rmofabuﬂa, a hall,
Jdijlgan, or the like, as if 1 fhould pray to thote ;
alielc alfo he_would fometimes fo hold my mxnd |
0 qr w’as if 1 could think of nothmc elle, or
' e pllc. but to thefe, or hxch as they.
A ’%at timics, I thould have {ome ftrong

- :ﬂ'e&nc appr-hen‘ions of God, and the
f the truth of his calpel ; but oh how
7 heart =t fuch tlmes put forth itfelf with
mblc groanings! my whole foul was thea

e ry word, I fhould cry with pangs after God,

8 3Bt he would be merciful to me ; but.then I fhall
? . Jae. daunted agzin with fuch conceits as thefe, [
d ‘!'.mL that God ¢'d mock at thefe my pray-
ﬁymc aud that in the audience of the holv
A this poor iimple wretch doth hanker afier
- me, as f 1 had notting tedo.with my mercy, but
" 20 beftaw it on fuch as ltim.  Alas, poor foul ! how

art thou deceived ; it is not for fuch as thee to

have favour with the Higheft,
®

-
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101. Then hath the temper come upon me zlfo
with fuch difcouragements as thefe:  You: are
very hot for mercy, but I will cool you: many have -
been as hot as you for a {port, but I have quenched
their zeal.”® And.with this, fuch and fuch, who
were falen cff, would be fct before mine eyces 3
then I fhould be afraid that 1 fhould do fo too;
but, thought I, 1 am glad this cometh into my mind,

1 wvll watch, and take what heed I can; ¢ The'
you do (faid Satan\ I fhall be too hard for you, I-
will cool your xntcnﬁb.hty by degrees; what care-
1, thoush I be-feven ycars 1n chilling your heart,

if I can do it at lait ; continual rocknig will lul! a
child to fleep ; 1 vu!l JPly it clofe, but I will have
my cnd accomplifhed : though you be burning hot
at prefent, yet if I can pull you from tius fig, I
{hall have you cold before it be long.”
things brought me into great ftraits 3 for a¢- Iwg
pr"l..m could not find mytelf fit for pféfcnt deatic
1o I thought to live long would make me y D
unfit; for time would make me forget all, -an ,&' .'f:s_c 4
even thc remembrance of the evil of ﬁnz the i
of heaven, and the need 1 had of the "biadh

"f 8]

Chrift to wa{h me, both out of mind and:thy MBS
bat thefe things did not at prefent make me ’ﬁ 3
my crying, but rather did put me more upon i,
hike her who met with the adulterer, Deut. xxu. 25 '
in which days that was a good word to'me, after I
had fuffercd thefc things a while; I am perfuaded,
that neiher height, nor dcpth nor dcat_ mor life, Ec.
ﬁallfparatc mfrom the love of God* whick 15 -tn
Chrift J(ﬁu, Rom. viii. 38. And ndw 1 boped
long life thould net deft:oy me, nor make'me miis
of hcavcn, |
102, Yet I L.ad fome fupports in this temptatien, |

though they were then all queftioned by me : that

’sT -




e ——— et =
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"in the 3d of Jeremiah, at the firft, was fomething
to me; and fo was the confideration of the fifth |
verfe of that chayter, that though we have fovken |
and done evil things as we could, yet we fhould

cry unto God, My Father, thou art the guide of my

e < youth, and ﬂmnld retérn unto him.

. 103: I had alfo once a fiveet glance from that in
-+2 Cor, v. 18, For he hath made him to be fin for us,

- who knew no fin, that we might be made the righte-

. dufncfs of God im-him. One day,.as I was hmng'
in a néighbour’s houle, and there very fad at the

: conﬁdenuon of many blafphemies, that word came

- fuddenly upon me, What fiall we fay to thefe things ?

- If God be for us, who can be againft us 2 Rem. viii,

% 109 'Qlat alfo was an help untd me, Becasje 1 Live,

R lsoc ago, John xiv. 19. But thefc were-

utSPRiE toucies, and fhort vifits, though very -

» . when ptelent, only they lafted not.
gy, But afterwards the Lord did more fully and

R dx&:o?cr himfelf unto me, and indeed did

! , : only deliver me from the guilt that by

 was laid upon my confcience, but alfe
Slth thereof] for the temptation was

: L and 1 was put into my right mind again,

g as othcr Chriftians were. .

5§  »205. 1 remember that one day as I was tmv"llmg
Y into the cotntry, and mufling on the wickednets

* “§ and blafphemy of my heart, and confidering ot the

-enmity that was in me te God that {cripture came

¥in my mind, He hath made peco' by the tigod of his

Jirofs, Cor. i. 2o, by which I was made to fee that
day that God and my feul were friends by his

blood ; vea, [ faw that thataftice of God, and my

finful foul, could emb and kifs each other

through hir blood : this waé" a good day tome, I

5|hopc1 {hall not forg=tit, 3 ;:‘ |
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vw0h. At acother time, as 1 was ﬁuir.g".r,‘\‘,.h I
fi:.c. rufing on myv wietcheduels, the Lord made
that 1o 2 precivus werd unto me, * Fores much
igen as the childwen are pantskers cf ficth and.

locd, he alfo himiclf likewile . gk pait of the
fame, that thiough death, 3¢ mizht ceftroy him
that had the power of death, that is, the devil;
and deliver thofe wito through the fear of daath
~ wete all their life fubjedt to bondage,” Heb. u;
34, 15. 1 thought that the glogy of thofe words .,
"~ was.chen fo weighty on me, that 1 was *cady
fwoop as 1 fat, not with gricf and trguble, but with

fclid Joy and peace. : ~,
10%413]5 time alfo, I fat undes the miniftry
of holy Mr. Gifford, whole dofirine, by’ God’s
grace, was much for my ftability. Thiz sl -
it much his bafinefls to dehver the peopig e

~ \ie are preneta, taxe {pecisl 5
Rt At =

not up zuy truth upon truft. as from this orthe
or any other man or men, but to cry. iightily te
Ged, that he would couvinee us of the 1l
theredf, ang fet us dewn therein by His cwn fpir-
sn the hoiv waid ; for, faid he, if you do other
wife. when temptations come, 1f firovgly, vou n
having reccived them v ith evidence from heavun
« il fud vou . rnt that help and ftecngih now t
rciifi, as once you thought vou had,

108. This was as featonable to my foul, ast
farmer and ictter-rain in their fealen s for 1 h
teund, and that by fad expenence, the truth ¢
theie tis'word:. For J had felt, no xar can 3
cipeciclly when temfifed of the devil, That J¢
Carifas Lerd, but Toly Gheff. W hercte
I found my lou). JRUETh srace, very apt to drm
s ihes Uochine oincline 1o pray to God, th
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TO BiE CITIEF OF SINNERS, 4

2 not that patainad 10 G.-2% glory and my
TeSn adylhe snill i would {ufr we 0 be

without *ac cord:mation thercol from heaven s
fof new 1 Law cleriy, there wasan excecding dif-
forence vetween the nuticn of etk 2nd Hoed and

"ec 1evel dicoe of God in herven s alioa great difs

ference betwgen that §.uh which is feigred, ana

- decording tasaman’s wifldom, and of thkat which
camcsbya- .n gocing born thercto of God, Mar,

ML 15. 1 Joho'w. i,

109. Bat ohl nov, how was my foul led from
truth ta trutl Gad! even from the birth 3nd
‘ hn  of. Ggd, 1o hi; aivenfion and
gum h:iven to judge the woild,
hen found unoa this accoun:, the
s veiygood untz me, for to my re-
unce, there was not any thing that [ cried
Y Lo make kuovn and 2veal unto me, but

she Wi plzafed 10 da it for me s I mean not ans

-— -

g Jan

ordertir Jed anio it ;. me-houzhe I iaw with greae

2, goip:l of the Locd Jelus, but I wag

evidened, from the rciztion of the four Evane-
lifts, the wonde: feol waik of Gud, iu giving Jelus
Carift to fave us, trom hi concsption: and oirth,
even to hits fecond coming o Judgment; me~thaught
I was 35 if 1 itzd 'en hom bora, as if had leca
him grow ap, as it ] hid wcen kim walk threogh
this warld, f:em the cradl= 1o the crois, 1o which
allo when he crae, I fzw how gratly he gave
himfclf w0 be hai.xxd and raiizd on it for ry Quos,
amd wicked duings ; o, 25 I was o ufing on his
WORICiy, that droged on my ipirit, 25 97231Ne
& for the laushter, 1 Porer 5, 12. 2 S5 -
111, Wacu [ have confiveied alio the :rith oy

- sefunc&ion, and have remempereq that, Tonck me

#% Mary, &< I have [een as if he had leaped out

¢ e MR M P

f—-
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of t~¢ grave’s mouih, for joy that he was rifedi again,
ara had got the cor.qucﬂ over our dreadful fdes,
Jeam xx. 1=, 1 have allo n the {pir:t fecn hu&
Alin en tie g‘n h:rd of God the Father for
3rd have feen the manner of his coming from hea-
ven to judgc the woild with-glory, and have been
confi: med in thele things, by thete fenptures fol- -
lowirg, Als:. g 10. & vii, 36. & xgqe. Heb, vii. -
24 & vy, 88 Rev.118. 1 Thcl 1y 17, 18. Once
1 was trocubled 1o know whether the Lord Jefus
was man 3s well as God, and God as well as man;
ard truly in‘thole days, let m
would, unleis I had it with evide
2l! was nothing to me, 1 count
<own in any truth of God ; well
blcd 2bout this point, and could not tell how go
refolved : at Laft that in the fifth of the szém
came into my mind ;# and 1 beheld, and lo, ia the
"¢ midft of the Throne, and the four beaﬁg. and in
¢ the midft of the Elders lood a Lamb,” Mn the ..
midft of the Throne, there is hisGod head in the
midft of the Elders, there is his Man hood. But
O me thought this did glifter, it wasa gnoly touch,
and gave me fweet latisf.&ion; that other fcripture
slio did help me much in this, Tous a Child is porn,
to us a Son s gizen. and the government fhall 5e upon
his fioulders, and avs mame-fiall b: called Wonderful
Ceunfellor, the Mighty God, the Lverlafling }‘ailzcr,
the Frince of Peacc &?c l!a ix. 6.

112. Alio befides thefe teachimgs of God in his
werq, the Lord mads ule of two things toconhirm
mc in thele thirgs, the one was the errors of the
Quakers, and lhc other was the guilt of Sin: for
as the Quakers did oppofe his truth, fo God did
the more confirm me in it, by leading me into the

_{criptures that did wonderfully maintain it;-and
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TO THE CHIEF OF SINNERS. 45

a3 Ufad, the guilt of fin did _help me ‘much, for |
fill as that would come upon me, the blood of
dm& did take it off again, and tbat too, {weetly
i fccordmg to the feriptures. O fricads, crv to God !
. to reveal Jefus Chrift unte you, there is none |
. teachath like him, ‘
113, It would be too long here to flay, to tell
- you 1a particular, how God “did fet me down in |
27 Call the things of Chrift, and how he did, that he .
i -might {o 8o, lead me into his word, yea and alfo, :
‘how he did them unto mic,, and caife them
 to dwecll withi tne, talk with me, and comfort me,
both of his own being, and the bexng of his Son, .
and fpirit, word and gofpel. |
Qnly this, 35’1 faid before, 1 will fay unto
yp&am that in general, he was pleafed to take
thi¥ courfe with me ; firft to fuffer me to be affl:&-
ed with temptations concerning them, and then
-reveal themn t6 me ; as fomctimes I thould lie under
t guilt for fin, even cruthed to the ground
thorcv» uh and then th: Loid would fhew me the
Caath of Chtxﬂ:, yza, and {o {prinkling my cen-
fcicnce with his bloe d, that 1 fhould find, and
that before I was aware,-that in that con(cxcnce,
. where but mft now did reign and rage the law,
even there would reft and abiae the peace and love
throv gh Chrift. - '
5 Now had I an evidence for heaven with
many golden feals thereon, ail hanging in my fight ;
new could I remember this tham!c(hnon and the
‘other difcovery of grace with comfort ; and {hould
often long and defire that the laft day were come,
that 1 mlg):t be forever inflamed thh the fight,
joy, and communion of him, whole hcad was
~ crowned with thorns, whole face was {pit on, and
' bod y broken, and foul made an ofcnnd for iy
. - |

-
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nns: for whercas tefare 1 lay continually tvem.
Lling -3t the mouth of hell: now me-thought 1
was gt fo ftr‘thercfrom. that 1 could nct, whea
iook>d back. caies ciicem it: and, O thoughtl;:
that | weie touricore years old now, that 1 mw'it
Gic quickly, that my foul might gotorefte. % 8
119, Bur betore [ lud,got this far dut of t o S

[V lenptations, ¥ did greatly long to fee fome aQiy
cient Gaaly man's expericnce, who had_write foriiiii
hundred years before 1 was born ; fosi, for thofii
who had wnte 1a our days, l-thoughl \imt 1 def:
them now to nardon me) that they had wnte only
that which others felt, or elle had through the
flrewsth cf their wits and parts, ftudsed to anfwer
fach ob jcchiors as they peigaived others were
nlexed with, without going down thcuuclmlnto
the deep. Well, after many ldngings in myJoind

5e God in whole hand are our days, did 0.
ny hand {one dav) . Y.ovk of '\;arun Lutifer; r;-his
con:nent on the Galatians, fo old that it was ‘
io fal to piecs, if ¥ did butturn it aver. Now

v3s pleatea much that fuch an ole book had fnllcn
1nto my hand ; which, when I had buta iittie way
perufed, I found my cond:tion 1n his cxpcr;cncc,
fo largely 2nd prefoundly handled, as if his bock
had bccn witten out of my hcart this made me
marvel : {or thus thought I this man couid nat
know any th.ng of the Rtate of chriftians now, but
muft needs write and {peak the expenence of for-
mer days, Befides, he doth moft gravcly alio 1n
that book dchbate of the rife of thele temptations,
namely blalphemy, defperaticn 2r.d the Like, fhew-
ing that the law of Mofes, as well as the devil,
death and hell hath a very great hand therein, wluch
at firlt was very ftrange unte me, but by confider.

g and watchmg, I found it fo mdccd, Butcf p; pase

e y
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ticulars here, I intend ncthing, only this me thinks,
1 wuft lct £all before all men, I do prefer this book

__0f Mir. Lutoer upon the Galatiny,” (cxccpung the

,,as

- T thought I fhould diz 1a my et But l did qiick-

#

lly Bible} before 2l the books that ever 1 have
xn, as mont ot for a wounded conicience.
317. And now I found, asd theught, that 1 lov-

" od Chrife d:arly. O e thought iay foul clraved
Zumto me : ray alfcdhicas ‘cleave unto him. 1 fele

ov: 10 him as kot as fire, and wow as Job fid, I

¥ Sad thanny grat leve was but lutle, and tiai ¥,
who bhad as I thought, fach bumng leve to _]e-

fus Chrift, could let him go again for a verv nifie.

God can tell how te abafe us : and can hids pride
froc mm, Quickly zfier this my lmc was tried -

to Pul'}ldg.

118, Fcrafter the Lord had in this manner thus,

gracnouﬂy delivered m= fom this great and fore

- 36mptation, and had {ct me down fo iwectly in the

faith of his holy gofpel, and had given mc luch
Rrong confolation and bleTed evidernce from hea- ca
touching my interclt 1g° his love through Ch:iit g
L3¢ templer came upon Mme agn, aud it with a
rcore grievous and dreadfal tcmpt.t.on than before,

119. And that was to fell and part with tiis wmoft
befled Chrift, to exchenge ki for the things of this
hife, for any thing ; the 1cm}tatmn lay upon e for
the fpace of a year, and did follow me (o continu-
ally, that I was not rid of it one day in a month,
no, not fometimes one hour 1n many days togethcr,
unlefs J was allecp.

120. And tho’, in my judgment J was perﬁnd- |

(:xs I hoped, through his grace, I had lccn mylelf)
could .never lefe Lim forever, (for the land ald

808 be fold farever, for thy land is mine, Gaith

| e

- ed, that thole who were once effcBually in Chrift,
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' Levet. xxv. £3.) vet it was a continual vexation te
e, t6 think that I fhould have fo much as one
fuch thought within me againfta Chrift Jefus, lha&_ _
had dene for me as he had done. \ R

121, But it was ncither my diflike of the thougit,- <
nor yct any defirc or endeavoug to refift it, thatin
the lcaft d:d fhake or abate the continuation, or’

~ foice and ftrength thereol : for it did always in al-
mc(l whatever 7 thought, intermix itfelf therewith :
but {Liil the temptatien would come, Sell Chr:f for ,
this, fli Chrift for that, fell him, fell him. -

122, Somectimes it would run in my thougnis
not ie littlc as an hundrd times together, fell hi
fell him, fell him: againft which, I may {zy, for

. whole hours together, I have been forced to ftand

* as continually leaning and forcing my fpirit 2gainft

it, left bappily before I were aware, fome wicked

thought migkt arife in my heart that might confent
theretc; and fometimes alfo the temper would make
me believe I had confented to it, then fhouid 7 be
as toriured upen a rack for whole days together.
123. This temptation did put me to luch fears
left 7 fhould at fometimes, [/ fay confent thereto,
and be overcome therewith, that by the very foice
of my mind in labouring to gainlay ana rehift this

" . wickednels, my very body wculd be putinto aftion
or metion, by way of pufhing or thrufting, ftill an.
{fwering, as faft as the deftroyer faid, fell him, I
will not, I will not,. I will not, no, not for thou-
fands, thoufands, thoufands of worlds : tiius reckon.
ing, left { fhould in the midft of thefe affaults, fet
too low a value of him, even until I lcarceiwell

- knew were I was, or how to be compofed again.

124. At thefe feafons he would not let me get
my food in quiet, but forfooth, when I was fet at
ihe table at iny meat, 1 muft go hence to pray, 1

. d
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mufl icave my food now, jult now, fo countericit
hely wauld this devil be. When 1 was thus temp-
ted, I fhould fay in myfelf, now I amat meat, let
me mzkean end: No, fpid he, I muft do it now,

- &r | {eould diipleale God, and difpile Chnft,
> Wherefore I was much affiifted with thefe things:
and becaule of the finfulnefs of my nature (imagin-
ing that thefe things were impulfes from Godj 1
“4hould deny to do itas if I d=nisd God ; and then,
. fhould'I 'be as guilty, becaufe I did not cbey a
®gemptation of the devil, as if 1 had broken the law
ol God mdeed. ‘ T
- 125. But to be hrief, one moruing as I lie in
bed, -1 was as at other times inoft fiercely affaulted
with thw temptation, te jeil and part'with Chrift
the wicked fuggeftion ftill running in my mind,
Sell him. fell him, fell him, fell him, as faflt as a man
" could fpeak ; againft which 2l{o in my mind, as at
. otﬁ,tr' times, I sn{wered no, no, not foz thoufands,
"théufands, at leaft twenty times.together : but at
Tty after much firiving, until I was simoft out of
breath, I felt this thought paft thrcugh my heart,
" Let him go if he will! and I thcught alfo, that I
. felt my heart confent thereto ; and where was my .
love tc Chrift now ?

126. Ncw was tht battle won,-and down fell I,
as a bird that was fhct from the top of a tree, inte
great guilt and fearful defpair: thus getting out of
my bed, I went mopping into the field, but God
knows, with 25 heavy a heart as mortal man cou'd
bear: where, for the fpace of two hours, I was |
like a man bereft of life, and as now palt all reco-
very, and bound over to eternal punifhment. -

129. And withall, that fcripture did feize upon
my.foul. ¢ O profanc perfon, as Efeu, %ho for

.

&-onc morfcl of smeat, fold his birth right ; for ye
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¢ kncw that afterwards, \vhen he would have in.
. ¢ henited the bleiling, he was rejefted; for e found
* no place of nepent.mee tho’ he fought it ¢are-
¢ fully with tears.’ Heb. x'i. 16, 7.

123. Tacie words were to my ioul like fetters
of brais to iny legs, 1n the continuai found of wiich
I went for feversl mouths topether. Bt sbout tem
or eleven o’clock on that day, as I was walking
under a hedge, full of losrrow and guilt, God kavws,
and bemoaning mylcif for this hardﬂup, that fucn

a thought fhould arife within ne, fuddeniy this
iemcncc bolted in upon mse, Tac blovd of Chrif
reisiss <l guilé § at tnis I madea ftand in my fpinue,
with thit this woid took hold upon me, 7T%c &ivs
of Fefus Chrift his Son, cleangcta from allﬁn 1 John
i. 7. Now 1 begin to conceive peace in wy touly’
- and mec-tnought 1 faw as if the temptar did-izar
and fleal away from me, as being afh:med of what
he had duue. At the fame time alfo, I had my fin
and the blood of Chrift, thus reprefented to me;
that mny fin, when compaxcd to the blood of Chrift,
wazs 1o more to it, than this little clod or floue
before m= is to thas vaft aud wide field that licre
secr: this gave me good encouragement for the
jvace of two or three hours, to which time alio,
mc-thoughl I faw by faith, thc Son of Gal as iuis
fering for my uns, But becaule it tarried not, [
Sunk again under exceeding gult,

129. But chiefly by the aforcmentioned fcripture,
co..c..mmg Efau’s telling of his birth ught for it
would lie all day long, yea, all the week, »1 the
vear lang on my mind, and hold me down, {o that
I could by no means hift up my‘clf for when I
would ftrive to turn to this lcripture or that for
relicf ftill that {zatence would be {ounding in me;
For y¢ know, how that afierwards, alen he would
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have snkerited the blefing. he found ne place of 1e-
pentance, thouga he _[ougrt Y car(fu!ly with tears.

1 20. Some time ln'JCLﬂ I thould have touch
from that in Luke xxi:. g1. [ kace prayed for thee
that thy faith farl not ; vut it would not abide upoa
ae; netther could I indecd, whon I confidered

my flate, find groune * conceive ia the lecft, thay
there ﬁu uld be the lestt root ot grace wuhm me,
Now was | toin ani rent e hcwy cale, fur

many days together.
121. Th n began 1 with 17d and cereful heart to

confider of the nature anc largenels of my fin, and
to fearch in the word of God, 1f 1 could in: any
place ¢ipy a word of promiis, or auy ciacouraging
fentence by which I might take relicf. Wherefore

-I began 1o conflider that thrd of Mark, 44 marner

of fins and blefohemaes jaull be forzivem unto the fons
#mn u*cua’mfacvcr ihey jiall blafpheme. W hich
place, mu-thougat did conan a Lorge and glotisus

romah for tae paldon of high uffences ; but cune

fidering the viace more fully, I thought it was ra<

thet to be under ﬁood as tclatum more (hu.ﬂy to
thole who had in a naturii cﬁatc co:mmitted fuch
thxngs as arc there menti:ued, but not 10 ine, wia
had not only rcceived h»nt and meicy, _but that

" —— b

hath both aftcr and allo contrary 1o that, fiighied

Chriftas 1 had cane.

132, I feared therefore that this wicked fin of
mine, might be that fin unpardonable, of which
he there thus fpcaketh : But ke that fiall bl.g/;bhemc
againfi the Holy Grof hath ncver forgrvenefs, but is
in darger of eternal damnation, Matth, 1u,  And I
did the #ather give credit to this, becaule of that
fentence in the Hebrews, ¢ For you know how that
¢ afterwards, when he would have inheritay the

¢ blefling, he was rcjeQed § for he found no place
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¢ of re cntcncc.‘ the’ he finaat it carzfully with
¢ tears,” for this ttuck always with me.

132. And now bkegan [ to labour to call 2gain
tiine t"mt was paft, wifhinga thoufand times twice
told. tihat the day was vet o come, when 1 fhould

- be tempted to fuch 2 fin: coudl: uding with great
indignation, both againft niv ;:eart, and all affaults
}_ms I would rather have bec: tornin ,)'cces than
have canf-nted thereto: but slas! thcle thoughts
and witkings, and refolvings, were tow too late to
hclp me; the thought had poficd my hewrt, God
hath let me go, and Ia'r {alien: O! thought I,
that it zas wik me as in ronths pail, as it thc da)-s
warn God §rjccut:d me! 'on XXiX. 2.

'134. Then again. bcmo luth and unwilling te

erifn, I bégan to compare my fin with others-te
ice if I could find that any of thofe that are faved
had done as I had cone. ' So I confidered David’s
adaltcx} aud murder: and found them moft henious
crimes, and thole two committed after light and
grace rccc*v*d but yet by com.dﬂnng ) per:elved
that his tran folcu'ons were only 'c.. as were againit
the law of ’\oncs from which thc Lo:d Chrilt
coidid with the con'ent of his word celiver him:
but mine was againft Golpcl, vea, agaiuii the me-

“Qiator thereof, 1 had fold my Saviour. .

135. Now again, fhould I be 2s if racked upon
the wicel, when 1 cenfidered, chat behdes the guilt
that pou cived me, 1 fhould bc {fo void of grace, fo -
bewitchina: what, thought I, muft it be no fin. but
this P muft it needs ba the areat trarjﬂr:[ﬁon 2 Yial,
xix. 13. Muft that wicked one touch my foul 1
Jokn v. 18, O what ftings did I find in alh}xcfc
icntc ces ! '

. What!" thought I, is there but onc fin tht
TR xpaxdonable' but onc Ln thai laveth e foul
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without the reach- of God’s mercy, and muft I be !
guilty of that'! is there but one {in amongft fo ma-
ny milions of fins, for which there is no forg:vene!s

.and maft I commit this! Oh ! unlappy man !
Thefe things wouid fo break and confourd my fpi-
1it, that I could not tell what to do, 1 thought at
timss they weuld have broke my wits, and ftiil to
aggravate my mifery, that would tun in my mind. -
You 'know, that afterwards, whaen he would have in-
Rerited the bleffing, he was rejecled Oh ! none knows
the terrors of thele days but myfelf,

- 137. After this, I came to confider of Peter’sfin,
which he committed :n denying his Mafter; and
indeed this came nigheft to mine, of any that I
could find, for he had denicd his Saviour, as I, af-
ter light and mercy received : yew, and thet too af-
ter warning given him : I alfo confidered, that he
did both once and twice, and thatafter time to con-
fideg betwixt. But tho' I put all thele circumfian.-
ces together, that if poffible I might find heip, veot
1 confidered again, that his was but a denie! »f ks
Mafler, but mine was a felling of my Saviour. Where-.
fore 1 thought with mylelf, that I came: nearer to
Judas, than either David or Peter. :

138. Here agein, my torment woanld #zme cut
ard 2flhét me; vea, it would grind me, {as it werc)
to powder, 10 cenlider the prefervation of God to-
wards others, whilc [ feil into the fnare 5 For thaus
ccnhidering other mens fing, and compering them .
with my ¢wn, I could Cvidently fee God preieiv-
ed themn nowwiil fiading their wick. dncis, and
weould not let tiicin, as he had'let me, becomea jon

& perdition,

139. But O ! kow kid my foul atihis tine prize
the prefervarion tiat God did {2t ahout i11s Péople ?

- Ah, how fafcly did 1 [e@thews wark, whom God

T S— o +5+ - ——— - o oo -

-
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' bath hedged in, they were within his care, and

- protc®ion : tha' they were full as bad as 1 Ly na-
gurt; yet becaufe he loved them, Le would poat
futfer them to full without the range of mercy : but
as for me, 1 was goae, I had done it. he wauld not
prelerve me; nor keep me, but fuffered me; becaule
I was a reprobate, to fall as I had dane. Now did
thofc blefi-d places that fpesk of God’s keeping
his pesple, fhinc like the {un before me, tho' net
te <comfort me, but to fhéw me the tl=fTed firic and
Leritage of thofc whoin the Loid had blcffed.

140. Thea again I began to compure my fin with
the {in of Judas, that if poffible I migiit £ud thag
mine d:ficred from thet which in trgth is unpar-
donable ; and, O thouht 1, if it fhould be but the
breadth of an hair, what.a happy coudition is my

 foul in! and by venfidesing 1 found that Judas dd -
‘his :ntentionally but minc was againft my fiavings, -
Beiides his vias committed with much deliberation ;
but miue :a a fearful hurry on a fudden, ThusI
was toflzd to and fio, like the locufls, and drivan
frowr trouble to forrow ; hcaring always the found
of Eiau’s fell in minc ears, and of the dreadful cone
fequ-rncrs thereof, '

141. Yet this confidzration about Judas his fim,
was for 2 while 1oine little selief unto me : for I faw
I had net, as to the circumfances. tranigreffed io
toully as he ; but this was quickly gone again, for [
trought with myiclf, there might be mae ways
o one 10 com.nit the unpardon.bi: fin: alipl,
thought that there might be degiccsof that, as welk
as of cthertmn:grelfcus ; wherefore, for ought [
yet could pereeivs. thys in?uixy of mine might be
fuci: 3s nugag never be_pafied by.

342. I wus oftcn now athamed that I thould be

ke fuch an ugly mam 3s Judas; ! theught alin,

L)
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$hat I could fcarce fce 2 good man, that I believed
had 2 good cenfcience, but I fhould feel my heart
tremble at him, while I was m his prefence. §
now faw a glory in walking with God, and what
it was to hive 3 good confcience before him,

143- I was much about this time tcmpted teo
gontcat myfelf, by recciving fome falfe opinton, as

" that there fhondd be no fuch thing-as a day of judg-

ment ; that we fhould not rife sgain, and that in
was 20 fuch gricvous thing, The tempter Lig-
gefting thus, For if thele things fhould indeed be
truc, yet to believe otherwife, would yield you ecafe
for the prefent, If you muft penth, ncver tor-
meat vourfelf fo much before hand, drive tho'ts

- of damning out of your mind, by poflefling your -

" mihd with fome luch conclufions that Atheifts and -
k‘."’&mtcrs ufe to help themlelves with, -

144. But when fuch thoughts have paffed thro®
my heat, how, as it were with a ftes, hath death
and Judgment been in my view, Methought, the
Juag- ftuod at the door, I was as if it was coms
siready : {G that fuch things couid have no enter-
t.inment : but methinks I fce by this, that Satan

 wiil ule' any means to kzep the foul from Chritlt,
"Hc loveth not an awokened frame of {pirit, focu-

rity. blindaefs, darknels, and error, s the very
kingdom and habitation of the wicked one,

145. | found it hard woik to pray 10 G4, be.
csufe delpare was [wallowing me up, J thought 1 '
was as with a tempelt driven away from God, for,
always when Iened to God for mevev, this would
come in, it’s too late; 1 am lo.&t, God ‘uxh let ms
fall not to my corre@ian, but condemnation : My

. fin is unpardonable, and 1 know concerning Llau

hew that after he had told his bicth nght, he would

have rceeived the blefling, but was rejc&ed,
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? ¢~ 146. Then was I ftruck'iato a very ?’tﬁt k §

? _ﬁhng infemuch that at fometimes I coud ﬁrv e ..
davs together feel my very body, :&wen s yny’

o 'mmd to fthake and totter under the m SBC_ )

- dreaoftl Judg'ncm of God, that thouia=3as on
. thofe-that have finned that moft fearful: i‘nd an-

pardonable fin. I felt alfo fuch a c]oggthg aml )

heat at my ftomach, by reafon of this'iny tetror,- ‘
and it feemed at times that my breaft-bone would _
tit'afunder. Then 1 thought of that coticerning

:fas, Who by his falling head- long, burft gﬁmder
' aud all his bowels gufaed out, A&s i, _

" 147. 1 feaved alfo, that this was- the mark that_
the Lord did fet on Cain, even contjnual fear and
trémbling under the heavy lnad of guilt thit he
‘had charged on hiw. _or the blood of his brother - !
. Abel. Thus did I fhrink under ‘the burden thit’ 2 ¥

was upon me ; which barden did fo opprefs me, i

that I could not be at .eft or quiet. .

148. Yet that faving would fometimes coms to
- m*nd He hath received- gifts for the vebelhious,

Pial. Ixviii. 18.  The resellivus ! Why furely, tho’t ~ ¥

I, they are fuch as once were under fubj te |
I their prince, even thoie who after,they have fworn
fub)e&:on to his government, havc taken up arms

- agan:ft him,

1ja. This 1 tometim=s thought on, and ﬂmnld
labour ta 1ake hold thereof, that fome fmall refrefh-
ment mignt -have been concen'cd by me : but in
this lio, 1 miffed of my defire.

'150. Afier I hid this confidered the fins of the
{21n:s 1in prrucular, and found mine went beyund
them; [ began to think thus with myfelf. Set the
cale Uhu.nld put all theirs together, and mine alone ¥
agrinft them, might 1 oot then ind fome encou- "¢
ragement ? For if mine; tho' bigger thun any one,

v
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yet ﬂ\qﬂdhe cqual to all,‘ then there is hopes :
for that blood ihat hath virtue enough to wath
ﬂviyall theu's hath virtue enough to do away

e Lh it be bigger than all tieirs, Here
a&z”'%

i conﬁd"' fin of David, of Sclo-
- mon, 6f Manaffeh, of Peter, and the reft of the
gmt offcndets, and fhould alfe labour what I
m:gbt,'wgth fairnels to agsravate their fins.

- he donebut by continuance, daliberate contrivance,

¥ Who fhall fave you from that?
- “735a. Then I thoaght on Solomon, and how he

namely, ihatall thofe were but fins a; mnﬂ the law,

facraﬁcc for fin.

ﬁns ol Manaflch, how that he built alters for 1dols
in the houfe of the Lord, healio obferved times,

Rreets of Jerufalem run down with ¢he blood of
mnocents. Théle, thought I, are great fins, fins

* fins aguuﬁ the law, from uhlch there was a Jelus |
. fent to fave them, but your’s is againdt the S‘avxour |

1

- g

151. } fhould think with myfelf that David fhed .:
blood to cover his adultery, and tkat by the fword
- of the children of Ammoa, a work thai could not

which was a  great 'tggrauuon to his fin. But then
-‘ this would turn upon ric: Ah, but théfe were but

i

; ium;cl; mioving fhrange women, in falling away
4 .td their idols, in bmldmg the: temples, in doing
: this after llght, in his old age, after great mercy .

. yeceives : but the fame conclufion that cut me off ~
« in the fermer coufideration cut me oif 25 to this:

for uhlch God had pwvmcd aremes—. butl had

¥ Jold my Saviour, and therc now 1ci.2ined no mose

153. I would then add . to thcfc mens fins, the :

ufed enchantments, had 10 do with w! izards, ‘was
a witch, had his fam:l.ax {pirits, burnt his dnldrt‘n |
in the fire, in facrifice to devils, and wude the’

of a blcody colour; but yet it would turn again
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| upon me, they are nions of &bmd'thoamaf

your’s, you have parted with chus‘ you hive fold .

. your Sawviaur} :
" 154 This oils confideration would. always %ill
my heart, My fn wds point blank By Sevieus,

#nd that too, at that height, that in my-heart

faid of himy let him go if he will, O mp-'tbough:,

shis fin was bigger than the fins of » whole matign -

@# kingdom, or.ef the whole wodd, alk 6f them
together was pot sble to tqual mine, which oug
weat them ail.

155. Now I fhould feel my mmzho flee fm
&od, as from the fate of a dreadful judge : yet this
Wasmv torment, I could not efcape his hand. (It

ud thing to fall into the hands of the kiving

God Heb, x.) But blefled be-his grace, it ferip=
e .s‘ 'heh. flying fits would call as- nmnm&aﬁqt
me. ‘I have biocttd ont as a thick cloud tHy tranf=
grcﬁ-ons, sad as a cloud thy fins: return unto me

¢ for I have redeethed thee,” Il xliv. sg. But l
sould not return, but fed, though at fometimes it
enci, ¢ Return, return,’ as if it did follow after
me: Batl fcared totlofe in therewith, left it fhiculd
wot come from God, for that other was fill iound«

ing in my cOnluencc, ¢ For you krfow, how that - |
. ¢ afietwards, when he would have inherited the §

¢ blefling, he was reje@ed, &c.’
2156 Onceas 1 was waiking in a"good man’s fhop,
bemoaumg 10 mysclf in my {ad and doleful ftate,

&mg myielf with abhorrance for this wicked and :

ungouiy ihought : lamenting allo this hard hap ‘of

minc, for that I fhould commit fogsmt a fin g:utly :
fearing, 1 ibould not be pardoned ; praying alio in ¢
my hoart, trati{ s fin of mine did differ from that .

agaia i} the Hol; GheR the Lord weuld fhew it me |

~———y
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And }=ing naw ready to. fink with fear, fuddenly
there was, as if there had rufhed in at the window,
the noiic of wind upon me, but very pleafant, and
as if -1 had heatd a voice fpcakmg, Didft thou ever
y"u fecso be jufified by the tcod ef Chrift- 8 And with-
ail, my whale life of picfcflion paft, was in a mo-
meat opentd unto me, wherein 1 was made to fee,
that defignedly I' hzd net, {o my heart anfwered ;
groaningly, No. Then fell with power that word .
‘of Gud upon e, Sec that ye refufe him ¥t that
Sfpeaketh, Heb. xii, 24. What this was 1 know pot:
. I'hzve not yet i twenty years time, been able te
mike a judgment of it. I thought then what here
1 fhould be loath to fpeak. But verily that {uddem

_ rufhing wind, was as if an Angel had come upon
me; both it and: the falutation, 1 will leave until

- the day of judgment, only this 1 {ay, it commanded
a great calm in my foul ; it perfuaded me there might
be ho ; #® fhewed me as I thought, what the fin
| tdon.ble was, and that my {oul had yet the

cd piivilege to fly 10 Jelus Chrift for mercy.
But, I lay concerning this ditpenfation, I know not
what yet-to fay unto it, which was allo in truth
the caule that at firft | dxd nct {peak of it in the
bock. 1 do now alfo leave it to be thought on by
ren of jound judgment. I lay not the ftrefs bf

- my falvation thereupon, but upon the Lord Jefus
in the promile : et fecing 1 am here unfolding of
my {ecret things, I thought it might not be altoge-

- ther mcxpcdzc'xt to Yet this alfo fhew itlelf, though
lf!:apnot now relate the matter as there 1 d d expe-
rience it. This lafted in the favour cf it, for about
three or four days,"and then I begaa to miftruft,
and to delpair again.

157 \thrcforc {till my life hung in doubt be-

Lfon me not Izncmng which way I Rsuld :ip : only

‘-

——n ———— c——
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| this, I found my foul defire, even to caft itfelf at the
" foot of grace, by prayer and {upplication. But, O,
it was hard far me to bear the face to pray to "this
Chrift for mercy, againft whom I had this moft
vilely inned ! yet 1 knew this muft be the way
for marcy was no where cl{€. .

1 58 Which when the temper perccxvcd he
ftrongly fucgcl’ccd to me. That I ought not to pray
¢ to God, for prayer was not forany in my czfe, nei-
¢ ther could it do me good, becaufe I had reje&led
¢ the Meduator, by whom all prayers came with ac-
¢ ceptance to God the Father, and without whom,
¢ uo prayer could come 1nto his prefence: where-

¢ foxc, now fo pray, 1s but to edd fin to fin, fecing
~God hath caft you off 1s the n.xt way toangerand
+ offend “im more than ever you did before,

159. ¢ For God (faid Lic) hath been weary of you
¢ for thefe leveral years alrcady, becaule you are
¢ nonc of his: your bawling in_his ears hath besn
¢ no plealant voice tohim and therefore hg'll let you
fin this fin; that you might be quite cut off, and
¢ will you pmy ftiii.* This the gcvﬂ urged andfct
forth, that:n numbcrs, when Mofes faxd to the chil-
dren of Hrael. ¢ That becaule they would not go
¢ up to poflefs the land, when God would have:

«uem, therefore fOl’CVCl after, - he did barr them
¢ out from thence, though thcy prayed they mxght

* ¢ with tears,’ Numb xiv. 86, 37, &«

160. Asitis {aid in another place, Exod. xxi, 14.
" The man that fins prefumptuoufly, fhall be taken from:
God’s altar, that he may die : Even as Joab was by
ng Solo&non, when hc thought to find fhelter
(there, 1 Kings ii 27, 28, &c. Thefe places did
pinch me very {ore, yet my cafe being deiperate, 1
thought wiih myfels, 1 can but dlc and if 1 muft
be lo, it fhall once be faid, thai fuch 2 one died at




tive foot of chrift in gmyer, this I did. but, wnh

irg zbout E'su, would te fet at m) heart even like
& ﬂam'nc fword. to keep the way of the Tree of
Life, lcﬁ [ thouid take t}‘crenf and live. O who
knows, how hard a thing [ found 1t to come (@
* God in praver! :

"161. I did alfo declare the prayers of the peop!e
of Gort’ foume," -but I feared that God would give

~ think that fome or other of them fhortly would telk
“me, that ‘God had faid thele words to them, that he
once did fayto the Prophet, concerning the chil-
“dren of-lrael, Pray net for this peeple, for I hace
fejecled them, Jcr. xi 14.So, Pray not for him, for I
have re;r&{d litm : ¥ ea I thought, that he had whil-
pered this to fome of them already, only thcy i
;- - not tell mé fo, ncither durft I' afk them of it, for
fear it {hould be fo, it would mzke me quite befide
mryfelf.. Man knows the beg:: mng of fin (faxd Spira
~but whiBounds the iffues therzof 2

* 162, About this time, I took an opportunity, to.

- bad finned the fin againft the Holy Gheilt ; and he
-told mg, he thought fo too : Here kerefore 1 had
but cold comfort, but talking alittle meye with him,
I fourd him, tho' a good, man, a {trangerto much
combat with the Devil.  Wherefore, I went to
God again, as well as [ could for mercy fill,

'¢in my mifery, faying, that feeing 1 had thus parred
‘wnh the Loud Jelus, and provcked him to difplea-
fure who would have ficod bstween my loul. and

‘way, and that was, te pray that God the Father would

TO THE CHICL OF SINNERS. 65|

great aiffic: iy, God deth Snow s for ftill that fay« -

them no heartto it ; yea, I trembled in my foul to -

2. 165 Now alio did the tempter begin to mock me '

the flame of devouring fire ; there was now but ove

< —Pt— . - - oee

break my mind to an 2ucjent chriftian jand told him
‘my cale. 1 told himi alfo, that I was afraid that I
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" Te the Med:ater betwixt his Sonand me, that we mi ght
" be reconciled agam, that I might have that bleifcd
 benefit in him, that his b‘lcﬂcd Saints enjoyed.

164. Then did that fori ipture feize upon my foul,
He 15 of onc wird, and who can turn him ? Oh ! I
faw it wias as cify to perfuade him to make a new.
- Workl, a new Covenant, or new Bible befides that -

we have already, as to pray for fuch a thmg: this
was to perfuade him, that what he had.done already,
was mcre folly, and to perfuadc him to altar, yea, te
difanul the whole way of falvation ; ind them would
that faying, rent my foul afunder, ;ch;her ts their fal-
‘waiton :n any other, for their is noas other mame under -

Aeaveny given among i 'mcn, wherehy we muf be favcd
-Alls, 1v. 12, :

. 165 Now the moit free, and_ full and graCxouc
words of the Golpel, were the greatcﬂ: torments to
‘me ; yea, nething fo afflifted me as the thoughts of

efus Chrift; for the remembrance of a Saviour be-

caufe 1 had caft him off, brought both the vilany of
my fin, and my lo{sby it to mind, O! itisfad tobs -
deftroyed by the grace and mercy of God ; to have-
the Lamb, the Saviour, turn Lion, and defiro yer,

Rev. vi. 1alfe trerbled, as I have faid, at the fight
of the faints of God, cfpccnally at thofe that greatly
loved him, and that madc it their bufinefs to_walk
continually wiih him in this world ;- for the did
koth in their werds, their carriages, and all thelr
cxprcﬂ'xon. of téndernels, and feur of fin againlt the -

precious Savieur, condemn, lay guilt upen, and allo .

add continual afllition md fhame unto my foul.:
The dread of them was put upow me, and I trembled at
God's Samuels, 1 Sam, xvi, 4. .

166. Now alfo the tempter began afreth to mock
my foul faying, that Chuff indeed did pity my cale,
and was {orry fex my lofe ; but for as much as [ had
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» finned, and tran(grefled as I bad done, he could by
no means help me, norfave me¢ ’from what I feared ;
for my fan was not of the nature of theirs, for whom .
he bled and died, ncither wasit counted with thofe
* that were laid to hl% charge when he hanged on the
tree ; therefore, unlefs he fthould come down from -
| heavcn, and dic anew for thlslm, tho' indeed he did -
 greatly pity me, yet I could have no bencfit of him.
- 167. But, O how this would add to my afBi&ion, |
. te conceit that 1 fhould be gutlty of luch a fin for"
which he did not die. Thefe thoughts ‘would fo
confound me, apd imprifon me, and tic me up from -
* faith, that knew not what te do: But, Oh, thought
I, that he would come dowri again ! O, that tite
work of man’s redemption. was yct to be done by
"Chrift ! haw would I pray, and intreat him to count
and recon this fia amongft the reft for which he di«
ed ? but this would ftrike me down, Carift being
raifed !rom the dead, dieth ne more : death Ixath no
more dominion Guer him, Rom. vi. 9. '
168, Thus by the ftrange and- unufual affaults of
the tempter, was my foul like a broken veflel, dri-
ven, as with the winds, and toffcd fometimes head-
long into defpair, fomctimes upon the covenant of
works, -and {ometimes to with that the new cove-
nant, md thc conditions the 1cof might fo far
as I thought mytelf concerned, be turncd ano-
ther way, and changed. Butin all th"fc, I wasbut
as thofe that _]oﬂ- againft the rocks, more broken, ;
feattered and rent. - Oh, the umheught of imaginas '
‘tiens; frights, lears and teirors that are affefted by a
thorow apphcatmn of guxlt and yxcldmg to defpir-.
atien. Thisis the man that hath fus dw ulmgamon‘ |
‘the tombs with. the dead that is always crying out,
and cutting him{elf with ffoncs, Mak v. 1. 2. 3
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But, I fay, all in vain, dcfpcranon \.\ul‘! nét comforg

i Yim, the Old covenant will not fave him. Nay,
" keaven and earth fhall pafs away before one jotor

- tittle of the word and law of grace {Lall fail ‘or Le
3emoved ; this 1 faw, this 1 felt, and-urider this I
groancd Yet this adv antage I got thereby : namely,
a further confirmation of the certainty of the wayof _
falvation, and the 1cnptures were the word of God.
Oh! I cannot now expreis what then 1 fow and
felt of the fteadinels of Jefus Chnft, the rock of
man’s falyation, what was done could not be undone,
added ta nor ahcred . indeed fin mlght drive the
- Joul beyond Chnit,even the fin which is unpardon-
eblc. but wo to him that is {o driven, for the word
Vouid fhut him out,

-169. Thus was I always finking, whatever I did
think &1 do. One'dayl walkcd toa neighbourin
1own, and iat down upon a {etile in the ftzect; an
fell into a dsep paufe about the moft fearful itate
wy fin had broughl me to ; 4nd after a lpng muling,
1 lifted up my head, but me t! hought I {faw as if the .
fun that {lupeth in the heavens did grudge to give
light, and as if the very f'opes in the ftreet, and
“tilesupon tie houles did bénd themielves againt
me. O how happy now was every crearure over I -
was ! for they ﬁuoa faft and kept ihcir Raum 3, bag

I wus gone and joit, -

170. Then biesking out in the bitternels of iy
foui. 1 {aid w0 y:clf, winh & grievous figh, Fo- can
God comfort fuch g wretch as 1?2 1 had no ivoner
faid it, but this returned u :pon. me, as an ccho doth
aniwer a voice, 1This jir ts nes uato deain, At which
1 wasasif | nad been raited out of a orave, anu cricd
out sgain; Lord hew couldf? thou find Olltfd(l’! a werd
as this ? For 1 was filicd 'wifls admiration at tize fit-
nels, and alfo the ynexpeltedueis of the lenterge,
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'171. Now 1 was in hopes, that my fin was not
unpardonable; but that there inight-be hopé far
me to obtain forzivene's, but, QO how fztan now did
lay about him, for to bring me down again! but he
could by no mzans do 1t, neither this day nor the
moft part of thencxt; for thisgood fantence ftood

like a mill poit at my back. Yei towaids the even-

‘ing of the next day, I fel: this word begin to leave

“me, and to withdraw its fupportation from me : and

{o I returned to my old fears again, but with s great

deal of grudging and pecvithneis, for I fecared the

forrow of it, . _

‘178. But the next day at evening, bzing under
many fears, I went to feeck the Lord; and as I
. prayed, I cried to him in thefe words, 0. Lerd, I

befecch thee, few me that thou haft Isved me with ax

" sverlafiing lowe Jer. xxx1. 3.
. 4 3

I had .o fooner faid it, but with {weetne's it re-
turned upon me, I have loved thee with an ev-riafl-
ing bve. Now.I went to'bed in quiet, alio when
I awekened the next morning, it was frefh upon
my: {oul, R o

- 173. But yet the temper left'me not, for it could
not'be /.- little as 'an hundred times, that he that
day, did labour to break my peace. O the combats
- and confli@®s that I did then meet with ! as I ftrove

to hold by this word, that of Efau would fly in my

face like to lightning : I fhould be fometimes u

and down twenty times in an hour. Yet God did
bear me up, and kecp my heart upon this word,
from which I had allo for.feveral days togethes
-very much {weetnefs and comfortable hopes of pars
don, For thus it was made out to me, ¢ ] foved

¢ thee whilft thou was committing this fip, I'lov-"

* ed thee before,l love thee ftilland wil love thee
.9 forever, | -

RN R —
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173. Yet I ;aw my fin mot barbarous, and a %l.
thy crtme, and could nct but conclude, an§ that
with great fhame and aftenifhment, that 1 had hor-
ribiv cteied the holy Son ¢t God, wheréfore 1 felt
my o) grcaﬂy to love and pityhim, and wy Low-

.€ls ‘o vearn towards him ; for 1 faw he was sall
rav facad, aid did reward me goord for evil : yeq,
the love 2nd afiethion that then did® burn within,
to my. Lotd and Saviour Jelus Chrift, did work at
this ume fuch a ftrong and hot defire of -revenges
ment upon wnylelf for the abule I had done uita
him, that, 10 {peak as then I thought, had I a theu.
fand gallons of blood wirhin my veins, I could

“freely have {pilt 1all at the command and feet of ~
this my Lord 2nd Saviour. - R

175. And as I was thus in mufing, and 1a my
ftuaies, how to leve the dLord, and te cxprefs my

~ love to hiwn, that faving came in upon me.  Ifihoa_
Lord, jroutieft mark imguity, O Lord, who freuldst.
Jfand ?/ But there 1s forgwenefs with thee, that ifien

mayefl ée feaved, Plal. cxxx 4. Thele were goed
wgids 10 me, efpecially the latter part thereof, vig,

that there 1s {érgivene!s with the Lord. that he .

might be fearcd ; that isas thew 1 undc « vod it,
that he might be loved, and had reverence : for it

was thus made out to me, * That the g_zéat God did

f [.t fo- high an efteem upon,the love of - his poor

¢ creatures, that rather than he would go without

¢ their love, he would pardon their tranfgreflions,’

. 176., ‘And now aas that word fulfilled on me,

. Sud I was allo refrefhed by it, Then fhall they be
. &/Mned and confounded ' and néver open their mouth

. = any awre, becaufe of their fhame, when I am pacified
- fvwards thee, for all that thew kaf done, faith the

Lord. 'acy. xvi. 36, Thus was my loul at thig
time fe: at liverty from being afllited with my fors

%L;,v;cr guikt and amazement, - -

— -~ . -—~0\

?

- .-
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, 177. But before many wecks werc over, I began
to diizong 2gain, fearing.. left ‘nowwithitanding all
- that I"hac ‘enjoyed, yet I might be deceived aud
deftroyed af the laft: for this confideration came
ft:eng intg my mind, That whatever comfort and

* peace ] thaught I might have from the word of the-
promife of life, yet unlels there could be found in

- 1y refrefhment, a cop.currence and- agreement in’
“'v the fcriptures,-let me think what "I will thereof,
~ and hold it ever fo faft, I thould find np fuch thing
- - 2t the end, For the _/i:n“-bture:‘ canict be byoker, John

" X. 35, L . ) ]

178, Now began my heart again to ake and fear,

- L might meet with dijappointment at laft. Wherc-

fore, 1 began with all -ferioulnefs to examine iy
former comfort, and to corfider whether one that .

~ had finned as I had doue, might with confidence

~ truft upon the faithfulpes of God laid down in . |

thofe words, by which I had been comforted, and:

on which, I had leaned myfelf; but now was brought

' thote fayings to my mind, ¢ For it is impoflible for

tiuie wher were once enlightened and ha’u% fafted

+* the heavenly gift, and were made partakers of the

Holy Ghoft, and have tifted the good word of =

God, and the powers of the world to comf ; if 5

thcy fhall fall away, to repew .them again- unto -

{4 . ¥epentance, Heb, vi.” ¢ For if we fin wifully, =

. after we have received the knowledge of the tiuth,

3 there remains no more facrifice for fin) but a certain |

. dearful looking for of judgement and fiery indigna- -

~ tion, which fhall devour the adverfarjes, Heb, x.? h

¥ Even as Efau, who for one morfel of meat fold

hus birth right ;. for you know, how that afterwards,

$ Wwhen he would have :nheritad the bleffing, he wag

".§. Yejefled : for he found no. place for repentance,

Hiough he fought & carefully with toars, Heby xiiy

ot e v — e - R
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1~). Now wan the word of the gofpel forced
' from my foul, fo that no promife or encquragement
was to be found in the Bible for'me; And now
would that faying work upon my {pirit 10 affli&
me, Rejoice not, O Ifracl, for joy .as other people,
Hofes, ix, i, For I faw indeed there was caufe of ~
rejoicing for thole that held te Jefus :.butas for -.
me, [ had cut mylelf off by my tranfgreflions, and
left inylelf neither foot-hold nor hand-held amonglt |
all the ftaysand props in the pr:cious werd of life, -
" 180, And truly 1 did now feel myicif fink into
a gulf, as an houfe vhofé foundation is deftroyed,
- 1 did liken myfelf in this.condition, uhto the cafe
of fome child that was fallen into a milk-pi€, who
thougly it could make fome fhift to fcrabble.and .
“{prawl in the water, yet becaufe it could find no |
hold, it muft die in that condition,. So foon as -
this-frefh affault had faftened on my foul, that fcrips
ture came into.my heart, This for many deys, Dan, -
x. 14, - And indeed 1 found it was fo ; for Lcould
not be delivered nor brought to .peace again for
near two years and. an half. Wherefore, thefg .
'. words, though' they tended to difcouragemenit, yet |
- to me who feared this condition would be eternal, -
they were at times as an help tome.
x%_x. For thought I, many days are not for ever;
~ they will have dén end ; therefore fecing T was to |
be afli@ed, not 2 few, but many days, yet I was.
glad it was but for many days, . Thus, I fay, 1 |
- could recall myfelf fometimes, and give myfelf a
help ; for as foon as ever the words came in at
firft, I knew my trouble would be long. -
182. Now, while thele fcriptures lay before me,
and laid fin anew at my door, that faying in the .
18th Luke, with others, encouraged me to prayer:
~ then the tempter again laid at me yery fore, fuge

v i ' .y
L . e . o S




T | ]
TO T7i". "IHIEF OF SINNERS, €q

gefting, ¢ “That geither the merc« of God, nd? yet
thc blood of Charilt, did. at all \oncern me, nor
~ could they help me, for my fia.. Yet thought I,
] will pray; but faid the tempter, your fin 15 un~
pardonable, But I ft1ll ‘continued to pray, and
whileat prayer, uuered words to this effe&, ¢ Lord,
Satan tells me, that neither thy mercy, nor Chrift’s
- bload, is luﬁicxcnt to {ave my foul ; Lord, fhall 1
- honour thce moft by believing thou wilt and canft,
or by beheving theu neither wilt nor canft; Lord
B | would fain honour thec by bellevmg thou wnlt,
and canfts - '
, . i83. And as I was thus before the Lord, that .
$ - fcripture faﬁ.encd on_my heart, 0 man, greatis - |
.- thy fauth. Matth, xv, 28 "Yet as' I was on -my " |
, knces before God,. I was not able to believe this
- ull slmoit fix momhs aftery for 1 could not think
that I had faith, or that_"thcre fhould be a word
- for me 10 a&t faith on ; thercfoie 1 fhould filt be
- as fticking in the jaws of defperation, apd went
muurnmg up and-down in a fad condition, !
184. There was nothing that I longed for. more
than to.be put qut of doubi as to this thing, and
£ as] was.vchemently de{mng o know if there was
" hope, thele;words came into my mind;, ¢ Wil the
Lord ¢aft ¢ff forever, and will he be. favourable ho
more ? is his mercy clean gone forever? Dotk his
. promifs fail forever more ? Hath God forgottento -
be gracious ? Hath he in .mger fhut up. Lis tendea
meicigs ! Pial, laxvii, 7, 8,9. -And all the while
they run in my mind, mc.thought I had this ftill as
~ the anfwer; *ts aqucﬁﬂon whethel he hathor nos
it may be he hath not ; there was ft:ll l.omu.hmg
£ uponmy mmd which wu.h this text did iweeten -
. my lmart and make me c«mchmc ~that hiy meIcy -
X 4 gnght x.ut be-. ci-uxtc gone forcvcr, g
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115, - At another time 1 1cmember 1 was again
~ p.uch under this queftion, whether the blood of
Chrift was fuficient to fave my foul? In which
doubt I continued fiom morming tid night ; and
at laft, when 1 was quite worn out with fear, left
it fhould not lay hold @n me. thefe words did
faund luddenly within me, He is able ; but, me- -
thought, this word Able, was fpoken loud umte
me ; it thewed a great word, and gave fucha jul-
tice tomy fear and doubt, for the time it tarried
with me, as 1 néver had in all iny life, cither be-
fore or after that, Heb. vii. 25, ‘ .

186. But onc morning when I was again -at
prayer, and trembling under the fear of this, that
word of God could help me, that piecc of a fen-
tence darted in upon me, My grace is fufficeent.
At this methought 1 felt fome ftay, as if there
mizht be hopes : but, O, how good a thing is it for
God to fend his word . for about-a fortnight be-
fore, I was looking on the very place, and then I
thought it ceuld not come néar my foul with com-
~ fort, and threw down my beok in a pet. 1 tho't
it was not large enough for me; but now it was,
45 if it had arns of grace fo wide, that it could
" not only inclofe me, but many more befides.

137. By thele words I' was fuftained, yet not
without excecding conflifts, for the fpace of feves
or eight weeks: for my peace would be in it, and
out lometimes twenty times a day ? comfcrt now,’
and trouble prefenily ;. peace now, and before 1
was full of fear and guilt, not enly now and then,
. but whole feven weeks experienee, for this about.
the fufficiency of grace: and that of Efau’s parting
* with his birthanight, would be like a pair of fcales
within my mind, fgmetimes one ond would be upe
pc:-moﬁ, and lomctimes the other, sccording e
which would ke my peace @r troukle,
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188. Therefore, I did pray to God, that he would
come in with this {cripture more fully on my heart,

" viz. that he would help me to apply zl-c whoale fen-
tenice : for as yet it only helped me thus far, My grace

fwered my former queftion,viz. that there vas hope;
4 - yet becaufe for thee, was left out, 1 was not con-
tented, but prayed to God fot that alfo: Wherefore
one day, as I wasin a mecting of God’s people,
full of fadnefs and terror, for my-fears again were
ftrong upon me, and as I was now thinking my loul
was ncver the better, but my caie moft {ad and fear-
. ful, thele words did with great power fuddenlybreak
© in upon me me, ¢ My grace is {ufficrent for thee, my
¢ grace 1s fufficient for thce, my grace 15 fufficient for
* thee,? three times together: And O ! me-thought,
. that every word wasa mlbhr.y word untome ; a3 my
- and Grace, and fuficient, and for thee :they were then,
- and fometimcs aic ftill, far bigger than others be.

enhghtcncd that I was as tho’ I had feen the Lord
Jefus look dewn from heaven, thro’ the tiles upon
mic and dire& thefe wo:ds unto me ; this fent me
meurning home, it broke my heart, "and filled me

not long withme, 1 mean in this glory and refreth-
.ing comfort, yet it cortinued with me for feveral
weeks, and did encourage me to hope, But fo foen
as that powerful operation of it was taken off my
heart, that other about Efau, returned upon me as
before : fo my foul did hang as in a pair of feales
again, {ometimes up, and fom:times down, now in
peace, and sgain in terror.

190. Thus I went on for many wecks, {fometimes
comforted, and {ometimes tormented, and efpecially

ss_fufictent ; and though it came no farther, it an- -

Jat fometimes my torment would be very fore, for.

1

1
!

189. At which time my underitanding was of -

full of joy, and Lid me as the duﬁ, only it ftaid -
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' all thcfe fcriptures before named in the Hebrew4
" would Bt fet before me, as the only fenteuces that
would keep me out &f heaven. Then again I thould
begin torepent thatever that thought went threugh
“me; I fhould alfo think thus with mylelf; wny
" ROW MRARY fcnptures are there againft me ? - thtere
- i but three or four, and cannot God mifs three, and
- fave me for all them ! fometimes again, I ﬁmn d
think; if it werc =at for thefe three or four words; -
now, how might I be comorted ; and i could hatdly
forbelr at fowmetimes, to with lhcm out of the book.
191. Then me-thuught 1 fhould fee as if Petcr,
Paul,"and John, and all the writers did look with -
feorn upon me; and hold me in derifion and as if
they faid unto me, all our words are truth one of
as much force as another ; Jt1s not we that have
* cut youoff; but  you have calt away yourlelf ; there
is none of au- fentences that you muft take hold
upon, but these, and fuch as thelc, 1t 15 tmpqﬁblr s
there Temains no more Jacrifice for fin, Heb: vi ¢ And
3 it had been better forthem not_to have known the
¢ will of God, than after they have known 1t, ta
-4 turn from the holy commandment delivered unto
¢ them, Heb. x. For the {criptures-cannot be breken®
- 193, Thele ate the elders of the city of refuge,
I faw, were to be the judges both of my cafe, and
~ .imc, while I ftood with the avenger of blood at my
hecls trembling at their gate for deliverance : alio
witha thou.anu fears and miftrufls, that they would
fhut me out ferever, Joth. xx, g - -
193. Thus was I confounded, not knowing xvhat
“to do,  ner how to, be fauisfied in this qt.eihon
¢ Whether, the fcnpwres could agrec f the falva- -
¢ tion of my foul,’ I quaked at the Apoftles; [ knew
- theit words werc tiuc, and that they maft ftand
. forever.

.Y
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-194. And I remember one day, as I was in diveife

f'a'ncs of {pirits, and ¢onfidering that thefe frames
were ftill accord’ ing to the nature of the feveral

i
feriptures that &itbe in uped my mind ; if this of

gracz, then | was quiet; ‘but if tlat of Efun, tlen

toimented. ¢ Lord, thbught I, if both thefe lerps |

roll

|
!
|

¢ turcs would meet with my ! cht at once, I won< !

¢ der which of them would get the better of me.’
So me-thought, I had a longing m:nd that they

|

might come both together upbn nie; yea, I defired /

6f God they might.

-195. Waell, about two or three days aftcr fo thcy
dxd indeed ; (htv bolted both tipon me 2t a tmme,
and did work and ﬁn.gglc in tpon me for a while :

at laft, thatabout Efau’s birth-right began to wax

w2ak, and witkdraw ; and this .,H»ut the fufhciency
of giace prevailed \wth peace and joy. And as 1
was 1n a2 tnufe zbout this thing, that {cnipture came

home upon me, Mergy iqmcc.rz agmﬁ ]udgcumt,

James n, i3,

196. This was a wonder to me, yet truly I am .

apt to think it was of God, for the word of the law
and wrath, but give phce 0 the word. of life and
grace ; bccal.fe. tho’ the word of ¢ondemnation be

glonous, yet the word of hife and falvation, doth-
far exc2ed in gloiy, 2 €omn. 1. 8, q, 10, (1. Alfa

that Moles and Elias uft both Vamih and leave
€huft and his Saints alone,

197. This fcripture alio, did now moft fwechy
vifit my foul; And him that cemzth to me I will'in no
wije caft out. O the comiont that I had from this
word, tn 4o ways : as who fhould fay by no means

for Doth.qg whatever he hath done. |

168. But notwitlstanding all thefe helps and

blcmd words of grace, yet that of Efau’s ielling of

his birth-right; would ﬁng at times dittiefs my con<

Cem——
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fcience ; for tho’1 had been meft iweetly comforted,
yet when that came into my mind, ’twould make
nie ¥ear again. 1 could not be guite 1nd thereof,
‘twould every day be with me: wlerefore now 1
went another way to wa:k, even to confider the
nature of this blafphemous thought, I mean, if 1
ihould take the woids at the lurgeft, and give them
their own natural force ana {cope, even eveary word
therein : {o when I had thus conftdcred, 1 found
that if they were fairly taken, they would amount
10 this, that | tiad freeiy left the Lord Jelus Chnift
10 his choice, whether he would be_n:y Saviour or
no, for the wicked words were thefe, lct him go if
he will ; then that {cnpture gave the hope,- I w1/l
never leave thee, nor forfake tiee, Heb. xni. 5. O
Lord, faid 1, but I have left thee; then it aniwer-
ed again, ¢ But I will not leave thee:’ for this 1.
thank God zlio. '

199. Yet | was grievoufly afrzid. he (hould, and
found it exceeding hard to truft him, {ceing I hed
jo offended bim: 1 could have been ¢ xceeding glad
that this thought had never befallen, for then, [
thought, 1 could with morc eale and freedom have
leaned upon his grace; 1 fee it was with me, as it
was with Joleph’s brethien, the guilt of their own

wickednefs, did {o often fitl them with fears, that
their biother would at laft defp:le them, Gen. 1. 15,

200, DBut above all the feriptures that 1 yes did
mcet wizh, that in the twentieth Jofhua, was the
greateft comfort to me, which fpeaks of the flayer
that was to fly for refuge. ¢ Aud if the avenger of
bload purlue the {layer, then, {aith Moles, they that
are the clders of the gity of rcfuge fhall not deliver
hitts into his hands ; becaufe he hinote his neighibor
unwittingly, and hated him not aforetime.’ O blef-
‘fed be God for this word ! 1 was convinced, that I
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tvas the {layer ; and that the avenger of blood pur-
fucd me. | fclt with great terror, only now it re-
mained, that J enquire, whethcrl have nght to en- |
ter the aity of rcfuge ? fo [ found that he muft not
who lay in wait to fhed bleod ; but he who unwitting-
1y, or that did unawares fhed blobd, even who did |
wot hate his nergl*bour. before, W hercfote, |
2¢1. I thought verily I was the man that muft l
‘enter, for becaute I had fmitten my neighbour an-
' wittingly and hated him not afore-time. 1 hated him .
not a fore-time, no, J prayed unto him, was tender -
of hinning agunft him ; and againft this temptation.
I had fiove for a tweive month before, yea, and
. allo when it did pafs thorough my heart, 1t dtd In
" fpite of my teeth : wherefore, I thought 1 had Fight
w0 enter the city, and the elders, which are the
apoflles, were not to deliver e up. This there-
fore was great comfort to me, and did give me hope.
202, Yet being very crnuml for my fmart had
made me that F knew not what ground was fure
cnougly to bcar me. {1 had one queftion that my
joul did much defire to be refolved about ; and that
was, ¥ Whetlver: it be poiiible for any ioul that hath
“-indced finned the unpardonable fin, yet after that-
! to reccive, tho’ but the leaft true fpintual comfort
5 from (;oq'thxo Chrift 7’ Which after 1 had much
confidered, i found theanfwer was, No, they could
uo ; and that for thele reafons :

203. 1{t, Becaule thofé that have finned that fin,
they are deharred a fhare in the blood of Chrift, and
hicing fhut out of that they muft needs be void of
the lca(l ground of hope, and fo of fpiritual com-
dort, For fuck ther: remains no more facrifice for fin.
Heb x., 26. 27. 2dly, Bccaule they are denied a
fhare in the promile of life ; they fhall never be
Yorgiven, neither ia this world nov in that which

‘(.
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is to come, Matth. xii. 31. 3dly, The Son of God

- excludes them alfo froma fhare in his bleffed inter-
ceflion, being forever afthamed to own them both
before his Holy Father, and the bleflfed Angels in
heaven, Mark viii.

204. W hen I had with much deliberation confi-
dered of this matter, and could not but conclude
that the Lord had: comforted mwe, and that too, after
this my wicked fin : then mg thought I durft ven-
ture to come nigh unto thofe moft fearful and ter--
rible.fcriptures with which all this while | had been
fo greatly afirighted, on whith indeed before 1
du: it fcarce cait mine eye, {yea, had much ado an
hundred times to forbear withing them out of the .
Bible, for I thoyght they would deftroy me) but
now 1 fay, I bégan to take fome meafure of enceu-
ragement, to come ciofc to them to read them, and
confider them, and 10 weigh their lcoPc and ten-"
degcy.

205. The which when 1 e gin to do, I found
their vifage changed; for they Iu« ked not fa
as before I thought they dld and 1it, I cime o
the-fixth of the chrcus yet trcmbhng for fear it
fhould ftrike me ; which ‘when I had cordfidered X
found that the fallmg there intended, was a fallin
qniie away, that is as. I conceived, a falling from,
aud an ablolate denying of the golpcl of remiflion
of fins by Chrift, for from themthe Apoftle begins
his argument, verie s, 2, 3. 2dly, I found that this
falling away muft be cpeniy in the view of the
world even {o 35 to put Chiiit to an open fhame,
3dly, I found that thofe he there intendeth, were
torever thatup of Ged, both in blindncis, hardnefs,
and xmpcmtcncy It s smpoffible they fhould be re-
newed agasn unto repentance, By all hcfe particu-
lars, I found, to God’s everlafting praile, my fin
was not the fin i in this placc intended.

-
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- 206. Then I confidered that in the tenth of the
Hebrews, and found 1hat the wilful fin, there men-
tioned, is not cvery wilful fin, but that fin which
doth throw off Chrift, and then his commandinents
too, 2dly. That muft be done openly, before two
or three witnefles, 1o anfwer that of the law, veriz
~28. gdly,- This fin cannet be committed but with
great defpite done to the fpirit of grace : defpiing
both the difluafions from that fin, and the perfua-
fions to the contrary ; but the Lord knows, tho’ my
fin was devilifh, yet it did not amount to thefe,

203. And as touching that in.the twelfth of the
Hebrews, about Efau’s felling his birth-right, tho’
this wasthat which killed me, and fteod like a fpear
againft me ; yet now I did confider, 1ft, That his
was not a hafty thought againft the continual labour

 of bis mind ; but a-thought confented to, and put

in pratice likewifle, and that too after fome deli-
beration, Gen. xxv. 2dly, It wasa pubtic and open
altion, even before his brother, if not before m¥ -
more ; this made his fin of a more heinous naty g
than otherwife iy would have been. gdly, He c:g g
tinued to flight his birth-right: He did eat and deink
and went hi; way ; thus Efau defpifed hisbirth-right,
Yea, twenty years after, he was found to defpile

it till. And Eflau taid, T have enough, my brother,
keep that thou hafl to ihyfelf. Gen, xxxiii. g.

208 Now, as rtouchiug this, That Efay fought a .
place of repentance : This 1 theught, Firft, This w.g
not for the birth-right ;-but for the Blefling ; this in
clear from the Apoitle,and 1s ditinguifhed by Efau
Limlelf, ¢ He hath tzken away my birth right, (that
‘is formerly) znd now he hath taken away my
blc‘ﬂing alfo,” Gen, xxviit. 36. Sccondly, wow this
bcing thus confidered, | came again to the Apoftle,
to [ce what might be the mind of God in a new

i e———————
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‘T'elt2ment ftile and fenfe concerning Efau’s fin ¢
and fo far as I could conceive this was the minsi
ot God, the birth-right fignified Regeneration, and
the Blefiing, the eternal inheritance’; for the Apo-
flle ievms to hint, ¢ Left there beany profane per-
¢.ion, as Eiau, who for one morlé¢l of meat fold his
¢ birth-right ;" as if he fhould fay, left there be any
perion among vou that fhall caft off all thofe blefled
beginnings of God that at prelent are upon him, in
order to a new birth, lelt they become an Efau,
cven be reje&ed alterwards, when they would in-.
herit the blefling, -

209. For many there are, who in the day of grace.
and mercy, defpife thole things which are the birth-.
vight to heaven, yet, when the deciding day appears,
will cry as loud as Efau, Lord, Lord, oben to us;
but then as 1faac would not repent, no more will
.God the Father, but will fay, I have bleffed thefe, yea,
and they fhall be bleffed, butas for you, Depart, you

. ais workers of imiquaty. - Gen. xxwii. g2, Luke xiii.
25, 26, 29,

- 210. When I kad confidered thefe {criptures, and
found that to underland them, was not againit,
but according to other [criptures ; this ftill added
further to my encouragement and comfort, and alfo.
gave a greot blow to that objeétion, to wir, ¢ That h
* the fcriptures could not agree in the falvation of
my foul.” And now remained orily the hinder part
of the tempeft, for the thundzr was gone beyond
me, only iome drops did ft:1} remain, but now and
then would fall on'me: but becaule my former frights =
and anguifh were very tor<’and deep, therefore it
Gid oft befal me ftill, as it hefalleth to thole that
have been fcared with firc, 1 thought every voice
was Fire, fre ; every touch would hurt vy tender
ronfcrence. :
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211. But one day as 1 was pafling in the fields
and that too with {ome dzthes on my confcience,
fcaring leftall was not right, fuddenly this fentence
fell upon my foul, Thy righteoufnefs is in heaven :
and, me thought withal, 1 faw with the eyes of my
foul, Jefus Chrifl at Gou’B right hand ; there, 1 fay,
was my righteoufnefs : {o that wherever I was, or |
whatever | was doing, God could not fay, He
wants my righteoufnefs, for that wasjuft hefore him.
I alfofaw, morcover, that it was notmy good frame
of heart that made my righteoulnels better, nor yet
my bad frame that made iny r'ghtcoufnefs worfe :
for my rigliteaulnefs was Jefus Chrilt himfelf. Zhe
Jfame, yeflerday, to day, and for-ever, Heb, xiii. 8.

212. Now did my chains fall off my legs, indeed
I was loofed from my afflitions and irons, my
temptations allo fled away {o that from that time,
thole dreadful feriptures of God left off to trouble
me ; row went | 2ifo hame rejoicing, for the grace
and love of God.  So when I came home, I looked
to tee if 1 coulct find that fentence, Thy nglzteau’
nefs is in heaven ; bt could not find fuch 2 faying,
wherefore my heart began to fink agam orly that
was brought to my remenbrance, 1 Cor. xiii. ¢ He .,
¢ was made untous of God, witdom, righteoulnefs;’
s fatisfz8ior, and lcdcmptmn ;> by this word l faw: .
the other fentence true, -

219, For by this feviptnre, 1 faw the Man Chraff

jeluc as he s difini€ from us, as touching his bo-
d:ly prefence, {0 he is cur rnghteoulncls and fanc-
t:ficationbefore God through Chrift; O me thought
Chnift, Chrnt'! there wad nothmg but Chrift that
‘was b»forc my eyes : 1 was not only for locking
upon: this and the orher Bergfit of Chrift a-part, 28
ct hisblood, burial, or relurreétion, but confidered
Eim a wholc Chr;& . as he in whom all thele and

-
——te v me—— [E—
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-all other vistues, relations effices, an- ope-wiang
m¢t together, and that on the right hand of God
in heaven, '

214. Twas glorious to me, to fee kis cxaltation,
and the worth and prevalency of ali his benents,
and that becaufe of this : Now I could lozk fiom
myfelf to him, and fhould reckon, that all thule
graces of God, that now weie green on me, were
yet but like thofe crackt goats, and four pence-haif-
peunies that rich men carry m their puries, when
the'r gold is in their trunks at home ; O, 1 faw niy
gold was 1 iny trunk at home ! in Chrift my l.ord
anc Saviour ! Now Chnlt was All, all my wildom
sll my righteouinefs, all my {an@ification, and al
my redemption, -

215. Further, the Lord did alfo lead me into the
myftery of union with his Son of Cad. that 1 was
jeined to him, that I was flefh of his fl-fh, and bone
of his bone, and now was that a {weet word to me,
in Epli. v. 30. By thisallo, was my faithin him, as
my righteoulnefs, the more confirmed to me; for
3if he and I were one, then this righteculnels was
mine, his merits mine, his vi&ory alio mine. Now
could I tee myiclf in heaven and earth at once: in
heaven by Chrift, by my head, by my righteowinels
and life, tho’ on earth by my body and perion.

216, Now | faw Chiift Jelus was locked on of
God, and fhould alfo ke looked upaon by us at that
comman or public perion, n whom'all the wi.cie
body of his cle€t are always to be confiderea and
reckoned, that we fulflled the law by him, died by
him, 10fc fiom the dead by him; got the victory
ove fin, desth. the devii, and hell by hin: when
he died, we dicd, and fo of Lis relurre&®ion : Thp
decd men frall live together, with my dead éody fuall
they arife, {aith Le, lia. agvi. And again, 3fie. two
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days he wilt vecive us, aud the third day we fazll live

sn-his fizht, Hofeaxi. 2. Which is now falhiled i

by the hitting cown of the Son of man on thang! * |

hand of his Majeliy in the hzavens according 10 diiat

to the Ephcfians, ¢ I{= hath raifed us ug tog-ther,

|

»

‘and made us fi: tog~ther in heavenly plac:s in

¢ Canilt Jefus.” Ephi. 6.

217. Ah! thel= blz{i:d confiderations and {crip- |

tures, with many other of the like nature, where in
thole days made no [gangle in mine eyes ; * Praile
¢ ye the Lord Gaod in his San&uary, praile him in
‘ the firmamncar of his power, pratie him for his
* mighty :8:, praile him according to hisexcellent
¢ greatneis.” Pl cl. 1. 2.

218, Haviug thus in a fow words given you a tafte
of the iorrow and afflition that my foul went an-
der by the guilt and terror that this my wicked
thought dia lay me under ; aund having given you
2lfo a touch of my dchiverance therefrom ; and «f
the fweet and bleffed comfort that I met wiih af-
terwards, (which comfort Cwelt about 2 twelve-
month: with wy hzarty to my unipe:kable admira-
tion.) [ will now {God willing) before 1 proceed
any turther, give you 1 3 waord or twe, what as |

conceive was the caufe ofthis temptation;; and alfo

after that, what advantage ai the lalt i became unto

1ay foul. ) .
239. For the caufes I conceived they were prin-

cipally two ; of which two allo, ] w_a_s'dccply con-

vinced 21l the tim this troutle lay upon me. The

firft was, for that I ¢id not, when I was delivered

from the temptation that went before, flill pray to.

God to kcep me from the temprations that were ta

come : for tho’, as I can fay 1n truth, my foul was

much in praver before this trial {eized upon me.

Yzt then I praycd caly, or at the meft princip:ly,
| X2 ' '

— —— . s
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for the removal of prefent troublss, ant! for frefh
aifcovories of lave in Chrift : which I faw afteyy
wards was npot ‘enough to do ; I ifo fhounld have
prav red, that the grace of God would keep me from
the rvu U\at was to come.

a2, Of this I wzs made decply lenfible bv the
praver rf holv David, who when he was under
préfent mercy, yet p'a)ud that God would hold hrm
kack fom fin and temptation to come : For then
itk he. fouil I e vprizkt, and 1 ;:al: be tunocent
trom the great iranlirefeion, Piol. xix. 83. By this
very word was | giwicd and condemned, quite
th: r-ugh this long temetation,

221, That alfo was 2nother word that ¢id much
eondemn me for my folly, in thie negleét of this
duty, Heb. iv. 15, ¢ Let us therefore come bokily
to t'~c throne of grace, that we may obtaii: mercy,
and hnd grace to help in time of need’; this I
had not ccne, ard thercfore was thus fuffered to
fin and fall, accmdmg to what is written, Pra) that
wou enter mot iwto ferptation o and truly this v‘ety
nhmg is to this day of fuch weight and awe upen
me, that I dare not, when I come before the Lord,
£ cf" mv knees, unul I entreat him for help 'md
mercy dgamﬁ lhe templatiens that are to come;
and ] do belecch thee, reader, that ‘thou learn to
heware of my negligence, by the afili&lions that for
this thing 1 did for days, and months, and years,
with forrow undergo.

222, Another caul€ of this temptation was, that
J had !cmptcd God ; and on this manner did 1 do
it: upon a time my w1f¢ was great with child. and
before her full time was come, her pangs a2s il a
woman in travel were fierce and {tron3 upen her,
even as if {he would immediately have fallen into
labour, and been delivered of an untimely binth :
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Now at this very time it was, that I had been fo
frongly tempted to queflion the being of God,
wherefore as my wife lay crying by me, I faid, but
with all fecrécy imaginable, even thinking in my
heart, ¢ Lord, if thou wilt now rempve this fad
afl'Qion from mv wife, and canfe that the be no
more troubled therewith this nigh?, (now were her
pa’n&s Juft upon her} tiien I fhall know that thou
canft difcein the molt fecret thought of the heari.’
223, [ had no fooricr faid it-in my ncart, but her

.-

*_ pangs wére trken from her, ard fhe was caft intoa |
.deep fleep, and fo the centinued till morning, at

this I greatly marveled, not knowing wh:: to think,

" butafter I had been awake a goad while, and heard

her cry no more, 1 fell to fleep alio: fo when I
waked in the morning, it came upon me again, cvén
vhat [ had faid in my heart the laft nigh, and how
the Lord had fhewed me, that he knew my fecrct
thou‘&hts, which was a preat aftonifhment to me jor
teveral weeks afier, ' ) |

224, About a- vear and an half afterwerds, tlhat
wicked®thought, of which ‘1 have ipoken before,
went through mv finful heart ; even this thought,
Let Cirift go tf ke will, fo when 1 was fallea under
guilt for this, the remembrance of my other thought
2nd of wne effe@ thereof, would alfo come upon me
with this retert, which alfo carried rcbuke with it,
** Now you may fec that God doth kncw the moft
fecret thoughts of the heart.”

225. And with this, that of the pafuges that
were betwixt the Lord and his fervant Gidcon ; fell
upon my {pirit ; how becaufe that Gideon tempted
God with his fleece both wet and d1y, when he

weuld have believed and ventured on his wor?,

therefore the Lord did afterwards fo try him, as to
fend Lim agsinft ap innumerzble company of ¢ os

-—d
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mies: ard that too as to outward appganance, with-
out ftre ngth orl clp, Jud. 1Iv. 7. Thushe obferved ®
me, and that jufily! for I fhould have believ cd his
word. and rot have put an 1if upon the alhccuw-
nefs of God.

 226. And now to {'new you fometh:ipg of the
advantages 1 allo haye gamcd by this tempration,
2nd 1ft, By this i wes made contirmaily te poffels
in my foul. 2 very wondcrful lenfe toth of the
bemg and gloty of God, and of his beloved Son ;
in the tempiaticn b\forc my foul was pcrplcxcd
w:th Atheifm, but now this cafe- was otherwile,
row was God and Chrift continually before my
face, though not in a way of comfort, but ina way
of exceesding dread and terror. | The lory of-the
Lolinefs of God did at this time break me to picces,
and the bowelsand compaﬂxon of Chnft did break
me ts on the wheel ; for 1 couid not confider him
but as a loft arnd rc *& -d Chrift, the rememmbiance
of which was as t‘te continual breaklngﬂf my bones,
- exq. The lcnpturcs alio were wenderful things
unto me ; I faw that the truth and veriy afﬁhcm
were tl:e keys of the kin dom of hcaven tho’c
the {criptures favour, thev muft inherit blifs, bug-
thofe they oppole and condemn, muff perifh for
evaimore ; O this word, For the _]c‘ﬂfl‘i@ cannof
é2 brokem, would rend the caul of my hemt ! and -
fo would “that other. ¢ Whole fins ye remit, “they
are remitied; but wholc fins ye 18tain, they are
yetained,’ Nou ]} faw the ‘\poftlcs to be the ciders
of the city of refuge, Jofb. xx. 4..thofe that they
vere 1o receive in, were received to life ; but thofe
that they fhut out, weie to bc flain by thc avenger
pf blecod. =

s28. Oh, oue fentence of the feripture did more

aﬁl &t and tmdy my mmd 1 mcan thofc fenterecs

A
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that ftood againft me " metimes 1 thought they
cvery one dnd) moic, , than an aimy “of fouty

thqpized men that might have come agunft me,
- Wo be o him agamfl whom the {criptures bead

'. - themlielves.

ceg. By this temptation 1 was made to fec more
ivto the nature of the promiics, than cver 1 was
before ; for ] lying now trembling uncer the mighty.
hand 9[ God, coutinually torn and rent by the,
thundering of his jydtice ; this made me vsith care-
ful heart, and watchful eye, with great fearfulnefs,
to turn over every lcaf, 2nd with much diligence
mixt with trenibling to confider cvery fentence,
together with its natm=! force and fortitude. 'A

230. By this temptativn allo, 1 was greatly holden
of my former foolidh prallice, of putting by the
word of promile when it tame into my mind, for
now,. taought I could rot fuck that comfort and
jweesnels® frqgm the promdc as ] had done at othc:
lumes, yet llke to a man a‘finking, 1 fhould caich
atall I faw: formerly ] thougln 1 might ot meddic
with thc pmnufc unlefs I felt its’ comfort, but new
it was no time thus 1@ do, the avenger of blood
100 hardly did puifue me.

231. Now thercfore, 1 was glad to catch at tL.¢#
word, ‘which yet 1 feared 1 had no ground nor ng’le
to own, and even to leap into the bofum of that
Ptumle, that yet ‘T feared did fhut its heart againft
.me.” New ajio ] fhould labour to take the woid as
(God hath laid jt down v;ifout reizraining the natural
foxce of one fyllable theicof ; O what did I now fee
1n that bleffed fixth of john. And xim that comzg
te me, { will in mo wife caffout ! John vi. 37. Now
} began to confider with mylclf that God had a
b: ‘gger mouth to [peak wicly than I Lad a heart 1o
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canceive with ; I though with myfelf, that he
{nake not his words in BBlR, or in an wnadvifed
heart, but with infinite wifdom and judgment, and
in every truth,and faithfulnefs, = Sam. 1i. =8.
232. I fhould in thele davs, often in my greatet
genics, even flounce towards the promife (as the
. harles do towards found ground, that yet ftick jn
the mire} concluding on this, 1 will refift and flay,
and leave the ful§lling of it to the God of heaven
that made it. O! many a pull hath my heart had
with Satan, for that bleficd 61h of Jcha : 1did now, °
as at other times, Jook principally for comfort (tho’,
t O how welcome would it havc been unto me!)
Bus now a word, a word to lean a weary foul upon,
that I might not fink forever. . '

233. Yea, often when I have been making ta the
promite, I haye feen, as if the l.ord would refule
my {oul for ever : Then I thought of Efther, who
went to petition the King contrary te the law,
Efther iv. 16. 1 thought alfo of Benimdad’s fer-
vants, who went with ropes upon ther hexds to
theirenemies for mercy, 1 Kings, xx. 31, &c, The
women of Canaan alfo, that would not be daunted,
though calied a dog by Chrift, Matt. xv. 22, &¢,
And the man that went to borrow bread at midnighe,
Lukei. 5, 6, 9, 8, &, Wee great éncourage-
ments unto me, ‘

234. I never faw thofe heights and depths in
racs, and love, 2nd mercy, as 1 faw after thistemp-
ation : great fins to draw cut great grace ; andswhere
wilt is moft terrible and fieice, there the mercy cf
God in Chrift, when fhewed to the foul, appears

oft high and mighty; when Job had paffd are’
s captivity, He had twice as muck as he had le-
ore, Job. xiii. 10, Blefled be God for Jefus Chrift

LRI T o g

— e — et



TO TPE CHIEF OF %I!\\'U’{\ Xﬂ

evr Lord, Many other things Fmight here make
«2lervation of, hut 1 would l.c brief, and theiclne

2 :all at this.time omit them : and pray God that
»+v harms may make others fear to offend. e th: cy

3-ould be made to bear the iren ycke as 1 dud.

- 1 had two or three times, at or about my dcli-
~~rance from this temptation, fuch fiange appre-
t :nfions of the grace of God, that 1 cduld hardly
£-ar up under it ; it was{o out "of meafure : 'urazmg,
> aen | thought it could rcach me, that 1 think, of -
¢-2t fenfe of 3t had abode lorg upen me, it would ‘
lave made me incapable £ir bufineis,

_235. Now I fhall go forward to give you a rela-
| i+ of other of the Lord’s dealings with me, of his

¢ alings witli me at other [undnv feafons, and of
2 e .c'npuuom I then did meet with, I fhall ke-
: nwnh what 1 met with when I firft joined in

7 "owﬂnp with the people of God in l’cdfon‘ :
Nler I had propoundcd to the Church, that my
¢-fire was 1o walk in the order and mdmancc of
Cunft with them, and was alio admmitied by them
v ~ilz [ thought of that blefied ordinarce of Chuiit
ich was his laft fupper with his Dx!c'plcs before
7: death, that {cripture, Do this in remembrance of
g L uke xxil. 19, was mzde a very precious word
§ i tome. Butbehold, 1 had not been longa pa-
t+iorat that ordmance but fuch {ad temptations did .
: cnd me at all times, both to blafphcxrc the ordi- .
‘rnce, and fo wifh lomc acaclv thing to thole that
+1. o7 did eay thereof ; that leaft I fhould atany time
gulty of confentmg to thefe wicked and fearful

:ghts, 1 was forted to bend mylelf all the while
.y to God to keep me from {uch blafphemies;

allo to crv to Cod to blefs the bread and cup ta
RN T 1t went from meuth: to mouth.  Thereafon:
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of thistemptation, I have fince thought. was, becaufe
] did uot with reverence partake thercof.

236. Thus I continued fora time and could net
bé at reft; but at laft the Lord camic in upop riy
foul wuh that fame fc:iptare, bv which my foul

JAvas vifited before : siud afier ihar, 1 have bzen ufu-
ally very.well aud comforiable ia the pa:taking of
that blefled ordinaiice. and have, 1 truft, therein
diicerned the. Lord’s body as broken for my fins,
and that his precious blood has been fhed for my
tranfgreflions, - | - o
i 237. Upon a time, I wre {omewhat. inclinf .
a conlumption, wherewith about the {pring, 1%y ..
?uddcnly and violently feized, with mach weaknefy- -
I my outward man; iniomuch that 1 thought |
could not live, Now bezan I aficlh to give raglelf - 3
Up 10 a {erious cxamination after my {2t 3nd con:
artion for the fuiure, and of my cvidences for thag
bleffcd woild te come. Yor it hath, 1 Blels the
Lame of God, been my ufial courle; as always {q
. clpecially in the gday of affi'@tion, to endeavour tq
keep my imtcrell in life to-come, clear before me,

285. But 1 liad no ivonerbegun to recall to mind
my former experience, of the” goodnefs of Ged to
my loul, but there came flocking into my mind an
tunumerable comyany of 1y fins and tranigrefhoys,
amongft which thefe were at this time molt 10 my
aftliction, nancly, my deadnels, dulnels and cold-
nels i holy duties, my wandrings of heart, ny
want of love to God, his ways; and pcople, with
this at the end of all, ¢ Are theje the fruits of chrji-
}anity, are thefe the tokens of a blefled man ?’

239. At the apprehenfion of theie things, my
ficknefs was doublcd upan me, my {pul was clogyed

A

with guilt ; and all vy former experience of Gol’s
£o04nsls to me, was quite taken vut of iy mind,
i ~ ) L b4 LI ¢

Lo
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and hid, as if it had never been nor feen: now
was my foul greatly pinched betwen thefc two con-
fiderations, Live I muft not, Dic I dare wot. Now
1 funk and fcll into my fpirit, and was giving up
all for loft ; but whilc in this woeful itate, thag
word of Cod tc ® hold of my heart, ¢ Ye are jul-
tified freely by hus grace, thro’ the redemption thag
is inp Chtilt Jefus.’ R%nx. 24.

240. Now was I as one-awakened out of fome
troublelpme fleep and dream, and lx&emng to this
heavenly fcntencc, I was 3s lf I heard it thus ex-
bd to me—* Sinner, thou thinkeft that ‘be- |
rof. thy fins and infirmities, 1 cannot fave thy
y A;rml 3 but hehold my fon is by me, and upon him -
=Y g? I Iedt, and not on thee, and will deal with thee

§= according as 1 am pleafed with him.’ Atthis1

~ avas _greatly lighted in my mind, and made to un-
derftand that God could juftifya finnerat any time ; -
it 'was*but looking g upon Chrift, and imputing. hig
penefits (o us, and the work was forthwith done. |

241.. And as | was thus in 2 mufe, that feripture
rame with great power upon,my lpxm, ¢ Not by
works of Tighteoufnels that we have done, but ac- :
rording to hls mercy he ha:h faved v-," &c. 2 Tim,
. g. Tt i, 5. Now I faw mylelf within the
armns-of grace and mercy ; and though 1 wasbefore -
afraid to-think of a dying hour, yct now 1 ovied,
Let me die: No, death was lovdy and beautiful m
my fight ; for I iaw, W: fral! never live tndeed, 1ild :
e be goue to the other, world. O mmhought this

}if¢ is but a flumber in comparifon of that above. .

-242. Again, as I was at another time veryilland |
weak, and 3ll that time sifo. the tempter did befet
me ﬁnonsl) labouring 1o hide ficm me my fomer
experience of God's geadnefs, fetting before we

| the terrossof deatl:, and the _)..dgmcm of God ; in- |
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lomucn that at this time, thro’ my fear af milcar.

" rving forcver (fhould I now die) 1 was anc dead

befcre death came, and did as if I had felt mylelf
already dclcending into the pit: but juft as 1 was
in the midft of thole feas, thefe words of the An-
gels carrying Lazarus into Abraham’s bofom, darted
In upon me, as who thould fay, So it fhall be auth
thee arhen theu dojt lzave thisseorld. Thisdid {wect-
ly revive my {pirit, and belp me to hope in Gnd
which, when I had wlth comfort mufed on & whlle,
that word fell with great weight upon my mind,

Odeath ! where is thy Sfling ? 0 grave! where 35 thy

viflory? 1 Cor. xv. 55. At this I became’ both
well in body and mind at once, for my ficknels did
prefently vamlh, and I walked comfon.ably in my
work for Ged again,

' 243. At another ime, though ) juft before I was
pretty well in my {pirit, yet luddcnly therg fell
uno- “me a great cloud of darknefs, which did io
hide from me the thmgs of God and Chrift, that 1
was as if 1 had ncver fecn or known them in my
life; I was alfo fo over-run in my foul with a fenlc-
lefs frame of fpirit, that 1 cou! d not feel my foul to
move and ftir after grace and life by Chnft. 1 was
as if my loins were broken, cr as if my hands and
feet had been tied, or bound . with chains. At this
time sllo, 1 felt lomc weaknefs to {eize upon my
cutward man, which made {t:ll the other afl:€ion
the more hc.avy and uncomforiable.

244. Atier I had been in this condition three or
four days, as [ was fit lmg by the fue, I fudm,nlv
felt this word to found in my heart, I mul goto

J¢fus : at this my former darknels aud Atheifm ﬂcd
aw 1y, and the bleiled things of hcaven were fet
witpin my view ; while | was on this fudden thus
pverteken with furpnlc wife, faid I, 1s there ever
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fuch aferipture, I mu to Zefus # She 1 ‘d fhe
could not tl:ll, Thcrc#mg: I Iﬁm‘ing full to lee
3f 1' could remember fuch a place. 1 had not fat
above two ar threc minutes, but that feripture came
n upon me, And te an inmumevable compary cf
Angels ; and withall, Hcbrews the twelfth about
the Mount Sion was ict before mine cyes, Heb.

- xil. a8, 28, 24. .

245, Then with joy | told my wife, O moer I
know I' I knew ! But that night was a good night to
me, 1 never had but few better; 1 longed for the
company of fome of God's people, that I might
bhave imparted unto them what God had thewed
‘me; Chrift was a precious Chrift to my foul that
might, 1 could feaxce lie in my bed for joy, and
peace, and triuniph thro’ Chnft ; this great glory
<did not continge upon me until morning, yet the
tw. @ ii of the author to the Hebrews was a blefled
fcriprure to me for many days together.

246 The words are thefe, * You are come to
Mount Sion to the city of the living God, to the
- heavenly ]Jerufalem, and to an innumerable vom-
pany of Angels, to the general affembly and church
of the Arft born, which are wnitea in heaven, to
{od the judge of all, and to the fpirits of juft men
made pe:fe@, and to Jefus the Mediator of the new
Teftament, and to the blood of fprinkling that
ipeaketh better things than that of Abel.” Thic'
this blefled fenterce, the Lord led me over and
aver, firft to this word and then ta that, and fhewed
me wonderful glorv in every one of them.  Thele
words allo have oft fince tiis time heen great re-
frefhment to my fpirit.  Bleficd be God tor have
INg mercy or r.2,
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A Bricf Account of the Autkor’s Call to the
Work of the Minifiry.

£247.- A ND now I am {peaking my eéxpencence,
1 will in this placs thiuft in a word or
two conceming my preaching the word, and of
God’s daaling with me in that particular: for after
1 Lad been about five or fix ycars awskenod and .
helped to fee both the wofth dnd want of Jefus
Chnft our Lord, and cnabled to venture my foul
upon him :. fome of the mofl able among the Saints
with us, I fay the moft able for judgment, and ho-
linefs of life, as they. conceived, did perceive thas
God had counted me worthy to vnderftand fome-
thing of his wili in his holy and blefled word. and
liad given me utterance in fome mealurc to - » s
what I faw, to others for edification ; they detired
me with much earneftnefs, that 1 would lometimes
fpeak a word of exhortatipn unto them. - ..
248, The which, tho’ at firft it did much abath
my fipint, yet being _flill_ by them intreated, I con-
iemted ta their 1equeft, and did wice, at two feve-
1"} aficmblies (in private) difcover my gift amongft
them : at whick they not only feemed ts be, bat
did folemnly proicft, they were both afiefted and
 comforted ; and gave thanks to the father of mer.
cics for the grace beflowed on me, _
£4¢. After this, jomeumes wiien fame of them
went into the countiy to teach, they would that 1
faould go with than ; whee, tho’ as vet 1 did not
nuke uie of my giHi e 2n open way, yet morg pri-
vatcly fuill as 1 came smongil the good people in
trowe places, 1 did fomctimes {fpeak.a word of ad.
E‘,aiuou unto then alio: the whichy thicy, a5 the

—-— e s =
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other reczived with rejoicing ut the merey of God,
*.to mc ward, profefing thar fouls were edificd |
- thereby. ' ,

250. \Wherefore to be brief, at hiY, being i}
defired by the chureh, afteg foraz {clemn prayer to
the Lord, with fafting, I was morc particularly cal- ;
led forth, aod appuiatg] to a'more ordinary and
public preaching the word, not only to and among s
them that balieved, but alfo to offer the Golpel o0
thofe that had net yet recetved the faithi thereof, |
About which time 1 did evidently find in my mmnd
a fecrct praking forward thereto: Tho’ 1 blels
God, not for deiire of vain glory, for at that time
I was moft forcly af::&:d with .the fery darts of
the devil concernifnig iy cternal tae. -

251. Bat yet could not be content, unlefs I was

X" fouud in the exercite of my g:ft, unto which alie
. 7.5

1 was groatly animsted, not -ouly by the continual
defires of the gnaly, but alfo by that faymng of Pauk.
to the Corinthians. ¢ [ befsech you brativren, (ve
know the houthald Stevhanas, that is the firfl fruas
of Achaia, and that they have addifled themlelves
to the miniftiy of the iaints) that you fubmnit yours
felves unto fuch, and toevaiy one that helpetit
with us,-2nd labouretn.” 1 Cor, svi, 135, 6.
g52. By this ecxt I was made 10 lec that the Holy
Ghotit never intended that inen who have giftsand
abilities, fhould bury them in the carth, but rather
did cotmand and ftir up fuch to the exeicife of
their gift, ana alfo did cemmend thole that werc
apt and rcady lo to do. They have addiéied them-
Jeloes to the miniftry of the Saints: This icripture in-
© thefe days did coutinually run in my mind to en-
courage me in this my work for G_od; I have been
alfo encouraged ' from feveral other feriptures and
cmmples of the godly, both fpecificd in the word
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and other ancient hiftories. A&s vai. 4, and x¥in,

=4, 25, &e. 1 Pet.iv. 10. Rom. xu. 6, o

a53. Whercfore, tho' of mylelf of ali the faints?
the moil unworthy, yet 1 did fet upon the wark,
and did 2ccording to my gift, and the p ion
of my faith, preach that bicficd gofpel that had
fhewed me in the holy word of truth : _which when
the country underftood, they came in to bar the
word by hundreds, and frow all parts,

=54. And I thank God; he gave unto me fome
vhcaturc of bowels, and pity for their fouls, which
alfo did put me forward to labour with great dili-
gence-and ~arnefinels 1o find out fuch 2 word 3
might lay hold cf, and awaken_the cenlcience ; for
1 had not prcached long, before fome began to be
touched, and greatly affi@ed in their mind, at the
apprehenfion of the greatnefs of their fin, and of
ihcir need of Jefus Chnit. .

255. But 1 at firft could not believe that God
fhould fpeak by mc to the heart of any mum; fiill
counting myfelf unworthy, yet thole who thus
were touched, would love me, aud have a peculiar
refnel for me; and tho’ 1 did put it from me that
they fhould be awskened by me, fill they would
confels it, and afirm it before the faints of God ;
they would alfe blcls God for me (unworthy wretch
that | am!) and count me God’s inftrument that
thewed to them the way of -falvation.

-256. Wherelure {ocing them in bath their words
aud deeds 10 be lo conftant, aud al{o ia their hearts
jo eaffwitly prefling after tiie knowledge of Jefus
Chrift, rcjoicing that ever God did fend me whers
they were : then I began to conclude it sught be
jo, that God had ®wned in his work {uch a foolifh
one as { ; and then came that word of God to my
heart with much fwcet refrefhment, ¢ The, blefling
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¢ of them th:t were ready to perith is come upon

-, ¢ me; ya, 1 cauicd the widow’s heat to fing for

Joy." Job xxix. 13. :

7 At this therefore I rejoiced, yea, the tears !

of thofe whom God did awaken by my preaching, -

would be both folacc and encour:gecment tome : for
I thought on thofe fayings, Who is Ae that makeln

aeelad but ke fome that is madc fervy by me?

2 Cor. ii. 2. And again, Though I be wit an cpollle
to others, yet doubtlefs I am umto you, for the jta.
my apeflicfind are ye in the Lord, 1 Car. 1x. =.
1 hcle things therefore was as another argunent un-
o me, tiat God hLath clled me to, and feod by
me in this work,

«58. In ny preaching of the word, I took fj.e-
cial notice of this one thing, namgly, That ke
L.ord did lcad me t¢ begin where his word begins
with finuers, that is, to condemn all flcii:, and to
open and siledge that the curfe of Geod by the law

_doth belong to, and lay hold on all men as they

come into the world, becaule of fin. Now this
jart of my work T fulfilled with great {enfe, for the
tcrwrs of the law and guilt for my trealgrefhons,
lay heavy on me. 1 picached what I felt, even
that under which mv poor foul did groan and trem-
ble to aftouifhment.

259. Indeed, 1 have been as one fent to them
from the dcad ; I went myfzlf in chains to preach
to them jn chains, and canied that &re in my own
conicicr:ce, that 1 perfuaded them to beware of.
1 an truly fay, and that withou: diffembling, that
when 1 have been to preach, I have gone full of
guilt and terror cven to the pulpit door, and there
it hath been waken off, and 1 have been at lhiberty
in my mind until 1 had done my work ; and then

inuncdiately, evea before 1 could get dmsu the
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pulpit-fhairs, have been as bad as I was beforé:
Yt God- carried me on, but furcly with a ftrong
hand ; for neither guilt nor hell could take me oft
my wotrk.

260. Thus I went for the fpace of two .years,
¢rying out againft men’s fins, and their fearful flate
bezaute of them. After which, the Lord came ird
upon my own foul with fome peace and comfort
through Chrift; for he gave me many difcoveries
of his blefled grace through him; therefore 1 <id
snuch labour to hold forth Jilus Chrift in atl hi$
offices, relations and benefits unto the world, and
did ftrive alfo to dilcover, to condemn and remove
tho'e falfe fupports and progs on which the world -
doth both leag, and by them fall and perifh.

261, After this, God led me mnto fomeiking of
the myftery of union with Chrift ; a2nd that I fhewed
to them alfo. And when 1 had travelled thro’ thefe
ti:ree chief points of the word of “God about the

“{pacc of five years, I was caught in my prefent prze-
tice, and czft into prifon, wkere I have hin above
as long again to confirm the truth by way of fufler-
‘ing, as 1 was before in teflifying of ity according
to the (eripture, in a way of preaching. <2

262, When 1 have been in preaching, I thark
Cod, my heart hath often with great earnefinels
cried to God, that he would make the word effcc-
tual to the falvation of the foul : ftill being grieved,
I=ft the enemy fhould take the word away from the
¢onfcience, and alfo it fhould become un&uitful. )

E 2583. Alfo when 1 had done the exereife, 1t hath
. gene 10 my heait to think the word fhould new fall
“as rain on flony places; fill withing from my heart,
~*" that they who have heard me {peak this day, did
but fee as I do, what fin, death, hell, and the curie

ef God is: and alfo what the grace, and love, and

\
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fercy of God is, throygh Chrifty tomen in
tale as they are, who.irc yet eftranged from. himi-: .
and indécd, 1 did ofteti fay.in my heart before the
Lord, That if to be harged wp prefenily before thei# |
eyes, would bz &8 meund. 4o awaken them, and cog&m
them in thetvuth, 1 ghidly fhould be tomtenied. - -

264. For.1 have beed 20 my preqehing, efped:n-
ally wheir I have beert engaged in the . doQrine of
life by Chuift, without woks, ds if an angel of God '
hadﬂpodb at lnckwsmcomugﬂm:;!thath !
been with futh power and heaverly evidencewpon
iny own foul, while I have heen labouring to.un= |

fold ity that I could not bs. contentectmth faying; -
I belicoe, asid awi fure : methought I wasmare. tham. .
Jure ; that thofe things which Pafferted, wore true:

265. When I went firfl 0. preich the, word
abroad the doltots and. pricfts of: the tountry did
&pen wide againft me ; but I was perluaded of th_is,-,
not to render zajling for railing, but to fee. how-
many of ‘theit" tarnal profeffors I fhould convinee
of thejr milerable ftuie by the law, and of tbe1vant :
#nd: Wrth of Chritk:. for thought I, This facll an-

faser for wiein time to corte, almz tkgﬁaﬂ kjmr m) _:
Rire before thar facc. Gens xxx: 33.

866. I ncver-cired to.meddle with, thmcs that
were_ tontroverted and in difpute amrongt the faints,
eivecially things of the Iowelt nature ; yet it lealcrt ;
me much te contend with great eamcﬁnefs fot the
word of faith, and the femiflion of fins by the denth
‘snd {uffenings of Jefus; but, as to othcr thmgs, [
fhould let them alone; becaule I faw they engen-
devcd ftrife, and becaufe that they neither in doing; .
hor ir leavm undoie, did commend us to God tv
be his: bc&des, [ faw my work before me did run
#u_anather chanael, even-to carry an awakening
trord to that the:efare did I fkick and adhere.

. F !
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3 ¥67. 1 never cpdeaveuied te, nuf dw it makeule
of ther mens livies, Rom. xv, 18, {though | P
Gema not all tae o) for 1 verily thaught, 2nd
foutid by experience, that what was taught me by
¢he-word and fpirit of Chiift, could be ipgken,
maintaincd and Reod to, by the foundcft and beft
Iablifhcd tonfcitnce : and though 1 will not zow
all that 1 kriow in this matter, yct my expe-
Rence hath more intercft in that text of {ciipture,
Gal. i. 1. 1%, than many amorgft men are awire,
"a68; 1f any of thole who werc awakened by my
miniftry, did, after that &il back, I can truly iay,
their lols hath been -more to me, tham if one of wmy

* @wn cliildren. begotwu of wy body, tmd been going

16 its grave ! { hink 1 may ip&_itwitlmm any

offente to thé Luord, naliing keth gouclo neay that,
unlefs it was the fearci-the falvation'of my foul : {
have counted as if Fhiad goodiy buildings, and.Lord-
fhips in thote plafes, where my childrcn were bora:
my heart hath been fo wrapt upin the glory of this
exccllent work, that | counted myfclf morcblefi=d
snd honouredl of God by this, than if he halmade

- me thre empevor of the Chriftiaa world; orthic Lord

of all the glory; ef the cath without it : O \held
words, © He that convencth »: fmuer. fmun thecr-
rorof his way, doth #vé a ioul from death,” Jamw
vi. <6, The fiuit of thié nightevusiv s e of hife s
and he that winoetlt fouls, % -wiie, P'tov. x1. gou
They thut be wile, fiine & the buightnefs of the

. fnnament; and thcy that turn Ly 1o nghicouts

uels, as the fars for .cver amd ever, Lanixii. g.
¢ For what-is our hope,eur joy, or crown of rejuces
ing? Are not yeever i the preience of our Lovd
Jetus Chrift 2t his coming? For ye are our

and joy,’ 1 Thefl: ii. 19, sO. Thefe, with mauny

MO e,

tihcr’s of like uaiure, have been gt refiethincot
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269. 1 have obferyed; that where 1 have had
woxktodofcrwchﬂ&&ué M ow. ¢
the going of God ufon my fpirit to defire 1 migts
preach there, 1 have alio uh xped, that : .c 1 an

ﬂmrg v it .upoa

fuch fouls mptrvcahr,hae
. for thexy . kma—

riy heart. and | f:rved: upsio:
Yon. And hat thefe v:iv«s' .
been gven mas the frais of ¢ Y A
z-o. } have alio oblerved this, that.; where tha:e |
hath becg a work to dow finners, them thie
sievil hith-been to roarip their: kearts; and by the
mouths of his [crvants, Yea, dfisntimes ‘Vﬁﬂl-the

wickod world hath g:g&, there -hath been
{culs-awakeacd by the :-d could uxhncc,.px :
~’u|:uhlsabutlﬁr!:ar.; .

t. My groat defire im fulﬁllug my mﬂﬁry
was to_get into the darksft phees. of the try,
-even amongft thele people d\at wore fu ‘off of
_ Irofcﬁnn 2t not hetaule I.could not cudure the

ht (for 1 fened nat te thew my gofpel to 2uy)
b.zt becwls 1 found my {pinit didlcan wmof} 2fter
awakening and cooverting \\:otl,, and the ward that
3 caniieq, dxd lean iticlf maft that way ; « Yea, fo
have 1 firived w preach the fpel. not wheye
C. I'Jlﬁ was named, keft ] ‘odd build upon another
ran’s foun<dation.” Rom. xv, s®. .

252. Iamy picacipg, I bave rcal!y beenin pan
anei have. as it v eve, tzavelled tp oning forth chil-
aren to (God, - 'ner could [ be fatisfied unlefs
forne fruns did sp,-car in my work ; if I were fruit-
leis, it matiered not wio commended me; bytif I

wens: fruitful, [ cwed not who did coade ma, - [
have thought of that, Le, c-‘*lldrcn are an heritage of -
the Lord ; and the finit af the womb .is his raward,
As arows in the haad. of 3 mighty man : fo are chile
dren of the yoyth, Happy 15 the man thay hath
f
i
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Silled his quiver full of them: they fhall nat. ke
afkamed, but theg ¥hall fpcak with the eneme:cs in

. the gate, Plel cxxvil. 3,4, 5.

273, It plaicd e nothingto fee people dupk in
opaions, if thev lecmed ignotant of Jefus Chrift, and
the worth of their falvation, found conviltion {for
fin, efpecially for unbelicf, and an heart fet on fire
to be faved by Chrift, with firong breathings aiter
trult fanificd foul ; theie were the fouls I counted
blefled. R . '

" 274+ But in this work, 83 in afl others, I had my

- temptations attending me, and that of dwers kinds:

as fometimes I fhould be. affaulted with' great dil-

- apuragement therein, fearing that I fhauld not Le

atle to fpeak a word at zll to edification ; nay, that
1 fhoula nat be able 1o {peak {enic to the people.

R

~2%5. But 1 thark the Lord, 1 haye, as Samplon,

Powed myfelf with all my might to condemn fin
and tienigrefion wherever 1 found it : yea, though
therein alfe I did bring guilt upot my own Con-
fcience :' Let me die, thought 1, with the Philifincs,

Judges xvi. 29, ge. vather than deal corruptly with
the bleflcd Word of God : Thou that tearheft ano:

ther, teacheft thom mot thyfcif £ 1t is fay betier that
thou do judge thylelf, @ven by preaching plainly

" unto others. than that thou, to faye wiylclt, impii-

i

i

fon the truth in unrighteoufnels: blefied be Goq
“for his help allo 1p this. o

296. 1 faw theiefore, that ke w:at hath gifts, had
need ot a fight of the nature of them, that they
come fhort of making him to be in atruly faved
conciogi. left he reft inthem, and fo fall firo:t of
the grace ot God, - S

297. Lev-all men, therefore, prize 3 little with
tke tear of the Lord: gifts indeed are defirable,
but yer grace and 1mall gifts, are better than gredt
g:fts and no giace, ' | |




[0 12080 a0 pp g shagepqpentifinnss iy
I8 As e _ ,f;!

|

A BRIEF ACCOUXT OF

THE AUTHOR's IMPRISONMENT.

2-3. Ht\\’ING made profeffion of the glonous
golgel of Chaft a iorg time, and had
preachzd the fame about five years; I was appre- |
I:enusd 2t 2 mecting of good people in the countiv, |
' (amongit whom, kad they let me alone, 1 fhould
Lave nrrached that day, but they tack me away from
amengit them) and had me before a juftice; who,
2fier 1 had offered iccurity for my appeaiicg st the
r:ext feffions, yot commuicd me, becaufe my fure-
ti=5 would ‘not confent to be beund that 1 fhould
picach no more to the people. |
. =49. At the {cilons after I was ind'&:d foran
upholder ané maintainer of unlawfol affamblics and
conventicles, ané for not conforming to tiie natisx:ol
- werthip of the churchof Eagland ; afier fome con-
ference therc with the juftices, was fertsnced to per-
petual banikinent, becaufe [ v fufed 1a corjorm. Bung
2g2tn delivered up fo the groler’s hands, 1 was had
back 10 prifon, and there have lain now complete
twelve years waiting to fee what God will fuffer
thefe men to do with me. |
280. In which condition I havc continued with
much coutent through grace, but have met with
ymany turnings and goings upon my heart, both from
the Lord, fatan, and my ewn corruptions ; by all
which I have alfo reccived much conviftion, in- .
firu&ion, and undcrftanding, of which a2t large 1
fhall not here difcourfe ; only, give you m a hint
or two, a word that may flir up the godly t3 blefs
God, and to pray for me; and alfo to take encoue .
ragement, fthould the cafe be their own, Ntt ¢ fear

- what man can dg unto them,
. . Fa
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“e81. I 1cver had in n;xy lde, lo great an inlct

rato the we.d of . Geoagsnow ; themia Jptures that

I fzw nothing inbefore; 2re made in this place and
fare to fuine uron @c;. Jefus Chrilt allo was ng-
ver mu:c apparent to me than new. O thaf word,
e have not fircaclicd uxio yon curriagly droif-d 1e-
bks. .2 Paer 1. 16, end tha, God raifed Canj from

‘the dead, and gave hitz gy, that your farta and hepe
sight b: 1n God, 1 Peter i, 2, weic bleffed words

unto e 1n this my impnfoned condition.

- 1282, Thele three or four fcriptuses alio have l.cen
great gefrefhment, in this coadition, to me;  John
Xiv. 1, 2, 3, 4. Johnp xvi. 3 Col. iiip-g, 4. Hck.
xi. 22, 23. 24. | have had fiveet figits of the
lorgiveness of mwy fins in this pleee, and of my bcing

~'with Jelus in another world : ¢ Q ti= wicunt Zion,

t
|

the heavenly Ieruialem, the innumcrable company

of augels, and God the Judge of 2li, 3nd the ipinits
of juft mers made perfell, and Jelus,” kave becq

—

{weet untp iz in this plece. I havefcen that haie,

that I am perfuaded | fhall never, whiie ir this
world; be able to exprefs : T have iven a truth in
that deniptuse, ¢ Whom, having net {zca, yer love,

.in whom, tho’ nuw ve fee him not, yet beiieving,

ye rejoice with joy unipeakable, and full of glory,”
,Pet-i-.SP Y ,. ' _. )

283. Before I came to prifen, I faw what was
coming, and kad elpecially twe confiderations warm
upon my heapt ; the firt wes, how to be able to en.
dure, {hould iy imprifonment be long and tedious,
The fegond was, how to beable tp ungounterdeath,
fHould that be here my portion, For the firflt of
thele, that fcripture, Cpi. 1. 11. was great informa-
$1an to me, namely, to pray so God * wbe ftrengths.

knto zll patience and logg futtering with jeyfulneis,

. ened with all might, accordiné to hisgloricus power,
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I ceuld feldom go to prayer before I was imprifon”
ed, but for not o Litulc as a year gosether, this fen”
tence or fweet pétition. would, as it were, thruft
iticlf into my wmiind, and periveded-me, that ii cver
1 would go throngh long fuffering. I muft have all
patience, efpecially if | weuld cndure it joyfully,
284. As1d the fecond confideration, that-faying
(2 Cor. 1. 9.) was of great.uie unto me. * But we
had the lentence of death ra ourfelves, that we
might nat truft in ourlelyes, but in God that raifeth

i
'
1

the dead.”” By this feripture 1 was gaderto fee,

that if ever I wotild iuffor rightly, Fmuft firft pafs

a fentence of death upon evéry tliingz that can pro-

“perly be callgd a thing of this life, even to reckon
raylelf, my wifc, my children, my health, 1y enjoy- |

1

|

ments, and all, as dead 10 me, and myfelf as dead

to thcm, :
283. The parting withmy wife and poor ckildren,

*“hath ofien been to me in this plice, as the puliing

the flefh from my bones ; and that not cenly-becanie

I am fomewhat too fond of thefe great mercies, but

!hf‘c many hardfhips_, mileries and wants that mny
poor fumily was like 16 mgét with fhould 1 be taken

from thewm; efpecially my poor blind child, who hay

“beeaule I thould have ofien brought to my mind, -

-ncarer my heart than all 1 had beides; O the

thoughts of the hardthip I thought this child might
undergn, would break my heart topicecs,

286. Poor child] whaj forrow art thou like to .
 portion'in this werld ? But yet recal- -
ling myfel¥, tholight I, I muft venture youall
with God, though it gotth to the ‘quick to leave |
you: O, I faw this condition, ¥ was2s 2 man who

havc for thy

was pulling dowa ¥ds op’s upon the head of his -

wife and childven'}’ yer, Bouglit 1, Fmuft do %
and apw § thoughit of thelp ¢ two milh-kine the™
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' were to carry the ark of God intoanather eotintry,
| ~ and ta lcave their calves bzhind thom ,* 1 Sam. vi,
30, 11,12, '

287. But that whicihelped me inthis temptation,
was divers confideiations; of which three in fpecial
hare I will name ; the Acft was, the cenfiderstion
ef thafe two [criptures, ¢ Leave thy fathellels chil-
Qrep. 1 will preferve themalive, and Jet thy widows
tryft in me 2’ and 3gaing? The Lord id, Verily it
thall wo well withthy reamant ; verily, 1 will caufe
thc cnemy to entreat thee well in thetime of evil)’
&< Jer, xux. pe. chap, xv. 11, .

238. [ had allo this contlderation, that if I jhould
now ventyre ali for God, I engzged God to takt

- care of my concernments; but if § torfock him and
hiis ways, for.fear of any troubie that thouli come
to me or mipe, then I thould not:enly falfity my
proleflion, but fhould coyat alfo that my concern-
ments were n:ot fo fure, if left at God’s feet, whilit
I flaod to and for his namre, as ghey would be if
they were ynder ‘my own tuiiion, tho' with ths

dcnial of the wiy of God.
.. 389. I had aIfo another connideration, and that
was, ths droad of torwnents of hell, which I was
finegthey muft partake of, that for fear of the crofs,
do fhrink ‘from their profeflion of Chrift, his
Wourd and laws, bcfore the fons of men: and of |
tire glory that be has prepared for thofe that in faith
“andlove,and paticnce ftondto his waysbeforethem.

250, I wijl .te}l you of a pretty bufinefs: I was
once above all the reft in-a very fad and low con-
ciign for many wecks, at which time alfo, I being
but 2 young prijencr and net .acqu'ai,n;ed with the
laws, 1 had this lying mugh upon my {pirie, That
my imprifonmept migatendas the gallows for qught

'~ that 1 could tell; now.theréfore fatan Jaid hard at

; B2 10 bsar 13t out of heart, by fuggelting thus up-

- — ———




TO THE CHIEF QF SINNERS. 163
to me ; but bow, if when you come indeed to dic,
you fhould bec in this corndamiga ; that is, not to
lavour the things of God, nor to have an evidence
L.pon your foul for a bettef flate beweafier? (ia,
inceed, at that tume, sll. the things of God were
kid from my. foul.) T

291. \Vhercfore, whea § sgfrk began to think
of this, it was a great trouble @me ; for I thoughy
with myfelf, that in the condition 1 now was in, 1
:  was not £t to die, ncither indsed did I ghamk 1
" could, if I fhould be calledtoit: befides, 1.4
with wyicif, if I faguld make a blj ift to
clamber up the irdder, yet. I fhould cither with
qu=king, or other fymptoms of fainting. give occa-
;?;: u‘:gt he cnemy tzmt{ptoagh the way of God amd
his p-o7le, for their timotoufnefs. .

. 292, I was alio at this time, fo raplly  pofiefled
witih the thougias of death, that ofe I was a5 if on
a ladder with the rope about my meck : only this
was lome encouragement to me, -k thought I might
nuw have an gppoitunity to (peak my lail werds to
a2 multitude, which I thought would come to fee
me die ; and, thought I, if it mult be fo, if Ged
will but convert gnc fou] by my luft words, I theil
pot count my hife thrown away, ncy loft. ,
2G3. But yetali the ﬁxings'of Gad were kept out
of my fight, adg fil] the temptcer followed me with,
** But whither mufl vou go when you die? what
wili become of you? where will you be found in
auother wu;ld ? what evideace have you for Lca-
ven and glory, and zn icheritance amony tirem that
arc lan&ified 1 Thus was I tofled for many wedks,
and knew not wvhat to do; at loft this corfideration
fell w.h weight upon -me, * That it was for the
word.aid way of Goc that I was j this condition,” 1
whcrefore 1 was eugaged not 1o flinch fiom it. !
294. 1 thought alio, that Cud might ¢hoofe whe-

R - . Y
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ther he would gice me comfort néw, orat the Lour
of death; but l might not theufure ‘choole whe-
ther | would hold my pmf-ﬁ'hn or not. ‘I was
hound, but he was free; yea, it was my duty to
ftand to ins word, wh *!her he would ever looL |
upon me, or fave me 2t the Jaft : whercfore; thought
I, the pwint is #yes; I am for going on and ven-
tunn« my eternal flte with Chrift whether | have
comfort hére or no if God doth ‘not come in,
t I, o Lwilt le:p off the ladder cven blind-
: etermty fink or {wim, come heaven,
ne- 7 ORD Jesus, if thou wilt cachme
JO, 3 wilk ¥enture for thy name.”*

295. 1’ wias no fooner fixed updn this refolution,
-but tiat word dropt upon ‘me, ¢ Doth - Job ferve
God ror nought # 2s if the acenfer had faid, Lord
- ¢ Job is no upright ma, for he ferves thee
~ peQs; haft thou not made an hedge about him &c.
“but put forth now. thine hand, and touch all that ke

th and he will carfe thee to thy face.” How -

w, thought 1, is this the fign of an upright foul,
to dcﬁte to ferve God when all 7s t2ken from him. ?
Is he a Godly man that will ferve God for nothivg
fother than give out ? Blcfled be God! then 1 hope
I have an upright heart, for 1 am refolved {God
g'ving me flrength) never.to- my profeffor,
though T have nothing at all for' ins : and as
} was thus confidering, that fcripture was{et before
e, Plalin xliv. 12, &ec.

296. Now was my heart full of comfort, for 1 .
Jioped it wms fincers: 1 would not have been with-
ot this trial for much. 1 am coinforted every time
1 think of it, and I hope I fhall blefs God forever,
for the tcac‘nn I have had by it. Many ‘.ore off"
v the d~almgs of *God tewards me | might relate, but

‘thefe out of the fpoils won in batslcs kave | dedicated

Lo maznldm t&e Iwuﬁ of Cad, : (,hromclc.s -6 27,

T 1 LTI
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F all tbitcmptauons that ever I met w uhf
in my liie, to qusition the being and truh
of the Golpel, is the worlt, aad wordt 1o be bornc ;,
when this tempration comes, it takes away mry g -
dle from me, and removcth the foundation from
under me : O I have often theught of that word,
Have your loirs girt about -with truth = and cf ;bt,
Wiien tie foundations are deflroyed, 2kt can the n#

tcous do ¥ Sometimes, when after fim eommitted
have lgoked for forc cbaﬁlfemmt from the hand
God, thc very next that 1, 1 fiom him, hath been |
the ditcovery of hisgrace.  Sumetimes when I have
been comforted, I have called myicif a foel for my
- fo thinking under trouble. And taen again, when
I have been caft down, 1 thought I was not wife te
give fuch way tocomfort. v xth luch ftrength and
weight have both thele been upon¥me. ~
e. ]} have wondered how much at this one thmg,‘ :
tl'gt though God doth vifit my fcul with never fo -
bicfled a dnlcwery of hunlcif, yet I have found
- #igaim, that fuch hours have attended me afterwards,
th#t 1 have been in my {pirit o flled with darkuels;
that I gould not o much aes omce conceive what |
that God angdshat comfort was, with which L ha& i
been 1efrethed. b
3. 1 have fomnctimes feen more in a line of the
Bible, than I could well tell how to ftand under,
aud yet at :nother time thé whole Bible-hath -bezn
" to me as dry as a ftick; or vather my heart hath
been {o dead and dry unto it, that I could not con-

‘eeive the lcalt dram of rcfscﬁuneut though 1 have
looked it all over,
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4. Of all tears, they are beft that are mads by the
tlood of Chrift, and of all ; joy, that is the fivceteft;
that is mixed with mourning over Chrift: Oh! 'us
a goodiy thing to be on our knees whth Chrift in

~ dur arms, befure God, 1 hope I knbw fomnething -
of thefe thmgs.

[ find, to this day, feven abominations in my"
heart: 1. Inclimations to unbehief. ¢. Suddenly
‘to forget the lave and mercy that Chnft mamifeft-
eth. 3. A léming to the works of the law. 4.

-Wenderings and coldurefs in prajer. 5. To forget

ch forﬂm { pray for. 6. Apt to murmur

caulz [ have no more,and yet ready to abafe what

T have. 7.1 can do none cf tho’e things avhich

“God commards me, t + ury corruptions will thruft

" 1in themfelves; w'zu[ muld do good, cvil 15 prej&nt
in:th me.

6. Thzfe things I contumzll_v {ce and fzel, and
am affli@cd and opprefled with; yet the wildomof
God doth order them for my "ood > 1, They make
tae abhor mylelf. .g. They kccp me fiom trufling
my heart. 3. They convince me of the infuffici-
éncy of all inherent righteoulnefs: 4. Fhey theav
me the weceffisy of flecing to Jefus. 5: They prefs
me to pray unto God. 6. They thew me the need
I have to watch and be fober. 7. And provoke
we to pray unto God through Chrift to h@ e,
md Cairy me through this world. feiw.

t
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