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"herein is particularly fhewn, d“\d@acr of

his converfion, his fight and tr&le: fer fin,
?  his dreadful temptations 5 alfo, how he de-
f Ipaired of God’s merc y and how-the d.ord at
¥ length, throu h Chrift, did deliver Him {rom
Eooall the guilt and wrror that lay upon kim.
i
i 4

Al which was written by his owe ? 'u, PR u
now publithed for the fupport Qf ﬁe weal wid
tewipted people of God. L

L

+

b
¥

Ps at. dxvie 16, Cosie. and hear, al/ ye that

Jear Gaody gadl '"-:1/ declure avhat he bath
darie for m A

o~

PAREIT FIThEaN P iYIT I,

el ——

H D SON:
]r@{‘éa,!ﬁ[}]ﬁ] A. STOD f)A*RD
5t i Printing. -Offce aad Book-Stire,
\ Dlmener of Warr » and Third Stros.

g . 4
""’.f e ST

18c3.




|/
ML Ty W AP UU Via P Y R b .y '
VN ANS des s e e e e b e - e o & T — A~ It By %
B e L o T —— . N
7
A
L4 :
$ ! o
i LARS I‘ L ~
Fae PRETACY . )
i
)
E
5

~

Ty & -
- PN 0 o e N Tapm ) L LA . » 5
?\A;l, ! bl!“.f aCCD 0! :" o ‘:&}" ’ D:ﬁ t’ah’.\

vooe CL .
W ork < Writtep N A Loraor LEi Uy r
d;*(h(*:w.w'gw thole whom God b counted

. -t .y t " a 7 St H . ';
bim worthy to beget to Faitly, b his Manifs

try m the Word.

(’“{ HILDREN, grace be with you, Amen.
S [ betng taken from you in pld'cfcnce, and,
;m::](; \;;1, C;halt § canaot peiform that duty thagf

oM Lod doth fay upon ine, 6 you ward, fud
");):J_r furthe*redzf:,;mg and building up in faith and;
holiaefs, &=, Yet that you may fee niy foui%
hath fatherly sare and defire after your {piritval’
ard everlithing welfare ; I now once again, as
%,:'m'f: z'he top ot Shenir and Hermon, fo from
he Lff;w(/vm, m..'d Jraom the mountaing of the:
Lizopards, (Song iv. 8.) do look yet a‘ter all,,
greatly fonglag to fee your fafe arrdval into the

defired haven.

I thank God upon every remembrance of
you, and rejoice even while [ flick between the.
resth of the L.ions in the wilderneis, at mf
grice, and mercy, and knowledge of Curist)
wur Savionr, wihich God hath beflowed uptsni
;}N’ with choendaace of faith and love
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Cudeineds of heare, your trembling at fin, your ¢
fﬂ;ﬁ'.’ and }m!y departmm: to mé: 1"@1 vou;

remy aiLry, /Zr::ljr,y, 1 Thefi. 1. 20.
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The PREF ACF. 5

of a2 Lion, Judge xiv, §, 6, y, 8. T have caten’
thereof myfeli alfs, and I am much refrefhoa
thetebv, Z(temptations when we meet with them
at firfl, are asthe Lion that roared upon Sarwp-
{on - burif we evercome thea the next tive we
fc Ly we e Sou om0t of Lamey witha
them.) The Phililtines onderffand me not:
It is fomething a relation of the work of God
upon my own foul, even from the very fuft, wll
now : wherein you may perccive my caftings
dows, and rifings up : for he wound thand his
hands make whele. It is written in the ferp-
ture, If. xxxviit. 19.  Tbe father to the chid-
dren fbail make knozon the truth of Ged. Yea,
it was for this reafon 1 lay ‘o leng in Sinar,
{Lev. iv. 10. 11.) to fee the firc and the cloud,
and the darknefs, that 1 might jear the Lord aif
the days of my life upon eartly and ff’/’ii of hts cvon-
drcus works to my children, Dialms 1Xxviun.
34, 5. : o .

Mofes, Numb. xxxiit. 1. 2, writcs of the
jourreying of the children of Irael from Egvpt
to the land of Canaan; and cemmanded alfo,
that they remember thewr forty years travel i
the wildernels. 7 Zou_fhult remember all the <vay
avhich the Lorc thy G d Lt theethef forty years
i1 the auildernefs, to bumllc thee. acd to prove
thee, and io kuonw
aviielor thon avecudle? Loes hic caovimaniinents or
no, Deut. vin. z. - thts I have
endeavored to du ;. und pot only {o, but to pub-
hih v alfo; bat, 3t God willy orhers niay be
put tn remembrance of wiat he hath done for
their foals, by readwip his work u,on me.

1t is pl'(}f;" Ble for Che B ta be gften cals
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v The PRE P 4CF. ite PREFICE. 5
Jte. »aumns, and of my great fears of my per

Hhing forever ! They briag huh into my annd,
Athe remembrance vl iy grear b my o great
[ fupporr from hesven, wodine pron grace tha
 God extended to (u« ha wrerch e i,

My dear childin, call 1o niad the former
days, and years of ancient timies ; somenther
alfo your fou, {8 10 thf: night, and commune with
your ownhe.n Pl Taxiite §, 06,7 .55 9y 10, 11,

12. Yea, look dws rently, and 1..¢ no craner
therein unfearched 5 tor that s ;.-~,ef:,.~'ﬁ: hit,
evcir the trealire of your ! el and focad expe-
ricnc' of the grace of God toward 3 . Res
raember, | fay, the werd that it wid had
Ei upen yuu remember your terrors ot c¢ u{?,:ie:n;'_e

and fear of death and heil: Remecwber aifo
our tears and prayers 1o God, yea, how ou

therr rorﬂs. It 1s 4 might to te much (‘bﬁ‘rveu
to the Lavd, for !\rmgmgv them ouat from thel
fand of ¥ gypte This s that night of the Lord:
to be ¢l xvcd of all the children of Ifraci i
their poncrations, Tixed, xi. 42, My (".}a’
faith P.wid Pl xvus 60 A%y foui fJ'(’I/r ot wfz:’
o« e, 6:1! { will vemender :;3flf rom the :(2#{15
of Jordan, and of the Hermonires, from the hill'
Mizar. He remembered 2'fo the Lion and
the Bear, when he went to fight with the Giant
of Gathy 1 Sam. xvii. 36, 37.

It was Paul’s accufllomed manner, A &s xxii,;
and that wheao tried for his life, A &s xxiv, cvr‘ng
to open before his judges the manner of his con-.
veifion :  He wonld think of that cay -ndf

that hour, 17 which he 6irft did meet with g ace;!

tor lie fG’I“d it hmported him. \When (J()df { ;‘ ~d uader every h o o of mercy. tHave you
ha! bmughtr)c childien of Hrael thirouph iive pever a hill Mizar to reqercher 2 Flave you
Red Sea, for into the wilgernels ; yet they* for-ot the clote, the milk-houfe, the ftabie, the
mufl retern quite about thither again, to rcmcm- burn, aud the iike where God did vilit your
bev the diowning ¢’ their enemies therc, Nus, - sl Fewmemher alfo the word, the word, L
xiv. 25. fo: {h‘)”:;” they fang his praife bd‘)m’ “fay, upen v hieh die burd Path coded you o
)l!it. {he_y {:on forgot s works, Ptalms cvi. 1 1..: b s i o EAH‘;’\; 5;‘imd an"‘ ')ht ! It YOl

In th " ' p s are U;‘:n%»'f;f‘i to m'..{‘;‘.:vme, ! }::;-»x"‘».,.g dowr z;ﬂ

h this difcourfe of mine, w,num'ay ¢é muc defoair, if yor ik hat (,w Hptite apa it

much, [y, of the grace of God tovards me ;- Y ;"jx;!‘.; hoon tem oy q', .
I thaok God ! man count it much, tor it was v
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above my fin:, ard Saan’s tempuations. ! cant o n e
.. . N \ ] ' , . - Y A as v o0 Uk thid .
remembe. o ears, and doubts, and tad] conld Love eneseed mueh i NS o il
1 s ~ o " . . .
m(’?}hs’, v ifom !‘)” ’ '“Y are as the head Of COutio Gl o) Loy :d:wn and troubies tor ey as
. ‘ fvarm. ! e oy : . | » . . ' R
Coliah in my hand 5 there was nothing to Da Al e et im,q i workny of

vidd hike Golaby’s fvord, even thar {word rhat T T N TR SO
: - - pfpt A CL a. 1o 0 ot

thouid nave bece heatlicd 1in his bowels fon 4 be
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Ches Lot aowa LOre 4 have docoed L dog
temen.briice of my great fins, of my great: “

o b her o s o whes o have
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i09 0t nie the devil did neot p{;{y mn !":!“:‘Z){in!l i L R/(;L x}j[}}ubé\ L« PN \F
, h

ot me ; neither did 1 play when { funk 25 into é

n‘m,u()mleis pit, wihen the pange sf Hell mugé,f YO THE
ool upon mes wherefore 1y not play in my * |
volanns of the: oo il \ s ’ ~ r A’ A7 s
Feasny of them, but be plain ‘and fimple, and ¢ { HIILF i')f S!L\ NERG -
Ay \i.own the thing as it was : Fe that liketh it, | ‘ ‘
10 h;‘ﬂ" recewve 1t : and he {h?f‘? docs nct, jﬁt §
‘ Y eyl Fal " - N i )
MUERS j).\tdllbe . ,‘el.tef—-Fa’i‘e\'e!‘ OR
A ’ N M - » M : >
o Aiy dear Children, oA brief relatton of the exceeding merey of Goo i

“,r;}fl‘;; , 1A e ;s B . . s . ~
,r‘ n ,Ié' afl(! :szlfu"b ‘s [’1*‘. Uflf!"‘ll,’:f 7’—'!11.!8"”{‘&; ,{ {;;5]-1’4’ to bis POO" J’!r‘@aﬂf JQ HN l}\U NY.N.
ot pemeraful ty oy . ) '

aem yutty @nd grant you le
2 J150ful 1o go i to poffefs the land.
JOHEN BUNY 4N,

EI\" this my relation of the merciful woiki g

of God upon my foul, it will not be ami's,
v, 1n the fieft place, 1 do in afew words give you
a hint of my pedipree, and mianner of bringng
up 5 thar thereby the poodneds and bounty of

-

U

>

; ‘God towards me, may be the more advanied
* and magnified before the fons of mea. .

g

2. For my defcent then, it was, as is well
known by many, of a low and mconnderatle
generation; my father’s houfe being of tha.runk
thatis ineanclt, and moil defpifed of ali the yeip-
thesan the land.  SVherelore, 1 bave not hore
as others, to buaft of noble bloud, ora high
bucm flate, accoiding to the il "Clcugh alf
thisps connder d, | augaly the beavenly aia.
3o, for that by dhits duor he broupnt me 1.0
taie world, to partake of e grace s nte Oae
isan Chrift by the wofpel.

2. Putvet norwithflending the meannets una

-

L

Cncovilerdbienets of my yarents, it plialed £iad
" to e e dhen hoars, o put me o fev, iy
. to Iracn both to read and wnite ; the 0
ooallo crened) ace nding o i e o v
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tete, I did foon lofe that littde 1 fcarnt, even
T R - : |
d‘..ﬁ)(){* utter:,, and that lonp befure the Lord
d1d work his gracion
my foul,

4. Asto my own natural fife, for the time
th. 5 Wi Tod |
that 1 was withoor Cod in the world,

iy od 4 : PR
naeed, accorhny to ibe curfe of phiy

<

Pel

v oy L

Gosdtencey Xph i 2, 300 1o was my delipa
. . i . <)

be ralen captive by the devil u: /. Wiliy 2

». . ? _. -y . s . P T

. 26, Betng fitled with i utlshicutingds

the which did alfo ftrongly work, aad put tord;

. ’j, - . R i i . f N

iefelf, both 1m my heart and hie, and that {vorm

! Jsile

a child, that I had but few equiais, (clpecially
coulidering my years, which were tender, be.
my ew ) bath for curfing, furcaring, iyig wnd *
b:af};hemmg the holy name of Gou.

”

5 Yza, {o fettled and rooted was ! in o e
things, that they Lecam @s a fecond ratu.e to
L the which, as ¥ 4i(0 have wih feocraefs
conidered fince, did fo offend ihe Lord, rhat
evan in my cin Jd-hood he dia fcare and aifrighe
me wish fearfia! dreams, and did ety e \»:m
dic ol vibons, Tor often after | 'ud f{jcon
thus aud the other day in fin, 1 bave 1n bed been
geaty ofctedy, whoe at 21 with
Bonitous of devels, ang wioked iptins, who i,
as L ohen thoaght, laboied to diaw e Ay

with (e could never get nd.,

i;lt alaiire .
{ apdpre

00 which |

S Vool Lo Y ' . ) 1Y s .
L e i el Tolln Y 8ars 1K greally auhitt‘a
4D oo d wia the thoug hts of the feaitul

wrinents ot hiell ey

be v !
o, by i .

Ay -,cl}x HCdy, Who o ate there b()\:nd down

vath e ciovuns ard bosos o ereinal '

finid fearing that 1t weuld
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T the Chicf of Linners.

,

. ol 4-:.'zt .
about nine or ten vears old, did fo diltrots my
‘ -7 M I i & ¥ } 4
{oul, tuat whin 1o the midtt of my .(pclaus and

cUildih vanities, amidit my vian companiung,

o onoanerewith 3 oyer could Dot let gomy fins.
Yia, | was overcome with (iedarr Giﬂl!.fc.. gud

hoeaver, that then ihould ovfien wil, cuner

(et Ciere Bad been no helly or that I had been

a Govil s fuppofing tiony were 011?)* Lol Mentors 3

that 1t it muit peeds be, that 1 inleed went

thither. U might be rather a tormentor; than be

tormented mvicelf.

7. A while after, thefe terrible drcams did
Jeav.: me, which alfo 1 foon forgot; for my
preatures did quickly cutof! the remenirance of
them, as if they bad never beca wherefore,
with oore gieedinefs, accordirg to the firengch
of natute, b oad ol et losle the ter e romy
luft, 2a delighed in all tranfgrasions winlt
the lav of Lead s fo that vanl T eame w the
martiay e, bowas the voos oo leader of

11

*
¥
t

flate of
all the youth ittt Kept me cowpany, 1 FEERE

pee

wer of vice andt vogouinels,

¥ N 1 1 o . ' J'l; d

W Yea, dadl peevaicacy  had the Talt an

- . . o T . e ~ L SV
{iwies of tiae tod o thas poor {cul of mine, that
Lad not ACRE Gr gFACe P, I had o
only jerithoa by tive fhroke o etornat juiiie, but
ot !Aa‘.,'s,

e}
(23 1

[a RN
Aok

aite tard muiel openo to he ok

wlh g fore to didgrace wd open ame

boigie v face o ¢ ¢ world.
€. l .

were very prrvout toomer !

dure 11 aylon, ner that woy o

that wicre I vave foa fome vead

< of rehigion
nentor
fiuld ) {o

i thofe books

the i d-‘i}sf i thou;‘}':”{
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10 Grace Abovnding

GOD. depart from me, for I defire not ithe
knowledge of thy avays, Jpb xxi. 14,15, I
‘was now void of all geod cenfideration ; hea-
ven and hell were both sut of fight and mind ;
and as for faviag and camuing, they were lealt
10 my thouohis, 0 1urd, tiou z’z;ow;:ﬂ my l'i:ﬂ,
agd my <wvayps cvere uot bid from ibee.
10. Dutihis T weli remember, That though
I could myfelf fin with the greatelt delight and
esfe and alfo take pleafure in the vilenefs of my
companions, yot

LAY O

even then, t 1 have at any
time feen wicked things by thole who profefled
goodnefs, it would make my fpirit to wrembie.
As one above all the relt, when I was 1 mv
heipht of vanity, yet heariag one to {wear, that
was reckoned for a religious man, it had fo great
a ftroke upon my fpirit, that it made my heart
ache. e

11. But God did not utterly leave me, but
foillowed me {til', not now with convi&ions but
judgements, yet fuch as were mixt with mercy,
For once 1 fell ioto 2 creek of the {ea, ard
haraly efcaped drowning., Another time I fcll
out of a boat into Redford niver, but mercy
yet piclerved me alive ; befides, another tune
beiag in the fizid, with one of 11y companions,
it chanced that an adcer paifled over the hagh
way, fo I having a {ick in my bhand, ilruck
her over the back, and baving waunded her,
1 forced open her wouth wih my ftick, and
riucked her fing out wath my fingers, by which
a& had God not becr merciful to me, § angit
have biugbt miylelf o my end.

Thic arfo have taken notice of vith thank{-
piving 1 Whee 1 owag o foldier, T with others
were didw out Lo gO tu fuch a yluce 13Y L:ch@

E
;
'
‘?“‘

¥

Ty the Chief of Sinners. 1
1 auy the
2. bat when T was juft ready to go one olf i
‘; . ‘ i <. t0 which.
c:wapanv defired to go it MY :oon,, i0» " 1:né
when I had confented, he ook My P aftc,l d
coming to the fiege, 28 he ftood \cgn;;ne ,an,d
wae fhot in ti:e head with a muikey allet,
died. | .
Liere, as | faid, were judgments and mertyy
acith did awakes my foul to nght-

1 ‘[ L‘\ F-1a9]

MR T
but NEINEr O tuacin 'y
eoufnefs, wherefore I finned fhiil, andd prew
e 1ebell] ' « ares
more and more iebellicas againft God, and @
ad s . -' 1 .
lefs o mine owp fuivation. -
112. Pretently after ths 1 changed my c‘:t:s
Jition into a married itate 3 and my mercy v
o liph a my wife, whofe father was cou
O This wo I, tho’ wecame
ed godly : This woman and 1, A
—_ v :
toncthee as poor as poor might be, {not having
o ‘ {f as a diflh, or fpoon be-
{o much houfeheld {tuff as a g P ¢
swixe us both) yet this fhe had for Zr p;_ };;
T he plain man’s path way toer'veg, ;ml ;’t I
Sice of pi ch her father had le ,
raltice of pietys which i |
{vhen he died.  1n thefe two bfmka, ‘} !}@ug
fometimes 1cad with her, ssherewn 1ﬁ4. 0 u:::; ‘
{ome thicgs that were fomewhat plea ng.gion ;
{but ali this while I met with no cgnw h‘c)r
Ghe aifo oftem told to me what 2 godiy madn ;
at | ' cov-
faher was, and how he woruld reprove an& o
ro& vice, both in his houie, afgd a‘n?(mg. ] 1
rcighbors 5 what a (hii& life be hved in Lits day,
both i d and decd.
both in word : | ’ o
11. Wheseiore thete boaks, with this ge.i.
fon. tho' they did natreach my heart to awaX-
1C ] J . f K Q'HP ,(:they Gxd
en it about my fad w.d finful ates yei U d
beget within me fome defives to religion 5 S0
that becaule I knew no beuter, 1 fellin wxyl
3 - - - N ey ,‘," . “ }
early with the religion of the tmes, Ve oy
o church twice a Uayy and that toe With g

-
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foremeft, and there fhould very devoutly both
L:;;" and ;?'n'sg as ciniers hid 5 et petaining my.
wicked Hfe s Dot withar, T owas fo overtua withy,
the fpae of fupertiicion, that 1 adored, and
that with great devouna, vven all things (both

the tipgh piam,\ pretty, olerh, vetlovents, lervice

and what eile) belyg

s\
ing all things holy that were therein contained §
and efpecraily the prieft un ] clerk

"F e

ping to the church 5 count-
A

moft bappyy *

. * 1 e ‘
and wichout doubr greatiy bleffed becavle they

were the fervarts as | then thought, of God ;

and were princtpai in che hely wemple, to dohis

woi k therein.

14. "Uivis concet grew {6 ftrong in a httle time |

I

upon my fpirit, that had I feen bue a pried
@tho’ ever {o [ordid and debiuched n }‘ei:;'l'xfa:}
L thouid in my f]vir‘it fall wnder him, 1evercnce
him and kmt unte by yea, {thouphe for the
love T did bear wmto them, (fuppolmp they
were the miniters of God) [ conld have sain
down at their feet, and bave been rasmp ed upon
by tiwem ; their name, their gal, and word,
did fo intoxicate and bewitch me.

15. After 1 had been thus for fome confils
erable time, another thought came i my avind,
and that was whether we were of the Diraelivg
or no ! For findiag in the feriptures, that they

were once the peculier people of (od, [ ihovghe,

if | were ope of s race, my foul muil reeds
be happy. Now agan, 1 found wahin me a
greai longing to be refulved about this queltion,
but could not tell how 1 fhould 3 ut 1l 1 atked
my father aboutit, who told me, No, wrnvere
not 3 wherefore then 1 fell in my fpine, & to the
hopes of that, and fu remainad.

15, Burall this while Uwes not enlnb'e of

T TR S ST BB T T

Cashraes

|

e hnoweth not the avay fo the city

Ty the Chief of Stnners. 13

- ihe danger and evil of fin : 1 was kept from con-

in woud damn me, what relipton
ariefs Uwas found 1in Chnid
nay, | never thought of bim, ner ::.rhez?w,et tl,‘;ef;:
was ene of no, Thus man, avhile ét’m.(i? dx,f.J
wander, but wearieth himfelf with vaniy s for

of Gad,

{idering that
forver | foliowed,

ECCkfa xo IZSO ) .
17. But oue day (amongft ali the {crmons

our parfon made) his fubjet was Lo treat Qf!the
Babbath day, and of the evil of breaking that,
eitker with Jabor, fports, of ot.hc:rwde; (now
| wes notwith(tandimg my religion, one that
took 'much delight 1in a1l manner c:;r vice, and
efpecially that was the day thatt, l d‘m‘.fomce my-
{e!f therewith.) Wherefore f{i; 1in "'}Z con-
feience under his fermon, thinking, a{pduenev-
i that he arade that {evmon on *giazt‘;yonriff; {ah‘-ew
me my evil duings; and at that ime I feit W:}-.it
guilt was, the’ never hefore, that I can remen-
ber 5 but then 1 was for the prefent greatly load-
ed therewith, and fo went heme when the fer-
mon was ended, with a great burden on my
N,
! 18. This for that inftant did benuml‘)‘thc
finews ¢F my belt delights, and -:iid‘ enf{”}xtt;’:r
my formes plealures to me § but.bcho!d_., it laft-
ed not; for before 1 had well dined, the trou-
ble bepar to 2o oft my mind, az'}d my henjt {r';
turned to its old dourfe : But, Oh! how gl
was L that this troubie was gone fro'm ma,
and that the fire was put out, that [ might tin
A1 Wherefore, when [

apain withour controul
™ ) ] k‘
Cvad faticfod with my food, { fhookxtiﬂc
o my old cultord

Camon fem my tewad, and
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of fparts and gaming, I returned with
deligl:t.

19. But the fame day as I was in the mid!

from the hole : Juftas T was about vo Qrike it
the lecond time, a voice did {uddenly dart from

Heaven intg my foul, which faid. #.4% thoy
leawe thy Jirs and go to Heaven 7 or bhawe thy fins§
At this T was pnt 1o an ex.

and go to Hell ?

o

greay

s

]

%,

of a game st cat, and having ftruc: it one blow}

ceeding maze ; wherefore leaving my ca upaoe
the ground, 1 looked up to heaven, and was asf
if I had with the eyes of my onderltanding,;
feen the Lord Jefus looking down vpon me, ack
being very highly difpleafed with me, and as if§
he did fevercly threaten me with fome grievousy

puntthment for thefe, and other, n:y ungodly
pretices.

but fuddenly this conclufon was faftened on my
fpirit, (for the former hine did fe: iy fing apain
betore my face.  That F lad bevn a great and

:

20. I had no fooner conceived in my mind, _

¥
»

&
&

grievous innery ond that it was row iso late Sfor

me 10 look after Feaven, for Chrift would not

,"crgiq v ome Hor

pardon my tranfgs c/fion.

thirking on i¢, and fearing left it fhonld be fo,
I felt my heast fink m defpair, concluding it
was too late; and therefore 1 refolved in 1y
mind | would goon in Un; for thoupht 1, if the
cale be thus, my {tate i finely miferable ; mif-
erable, if T ieave mv fins: und byt miferable,
if [ follav them. 1§ can be bat danmed ; and
10t malt be fo, ! had as pned be damned for
macy (ins, as ba damned for few.

s a1 Qood inthe midit of my play be.
fore all thit then were prefent ; but yee | told

'11hf.‘n
[ feiito mufing upna this alfo; and while | was

N e YL NN AR

e

RIS

T the Chichyof Sianeri, 15
i"em nothings bet. 1 fay, T have made this
conclufon, 1 retorped dedperately A { ort
agn 1 and | well remember, that prefently tht:s
kind of defpatr did fo potiefs my fcnl, that
wai perfuaded [ conld never dttain to other
gorfart than whot | thould get in fin? for hea-
ven was pone already, (o thar on that { muft
not think ; wherefore | tound withmn me a great
defire to take my Sl of fin, ftilt fudying what
fin was yet to be eommitted, that [ mipht tafte
the {weetinefs of it and | made as much hafte
as | could to fill my belly with its delicates, left
I thou'd die before | had my defires 5 for that |
fexred preatly.  In thefe things [ protefl before
Ged [ liz not, neither do 1 fuign this form .of
[peech ; thefe were really, ftrongly and with
all my heart, my defires; the Lord, awhole
mercy is wnfearchable, forgive me my tranf;ref-

fm.r.

22 (And I am very confident that this
temptation of the devil, is more ufual among
pou;‘ sreatures than many are aware of, even to
overrun the fpirits with fcurfly and foa red fi ame
of heart, and benumning of confcience ; which
frame he {lill and fli'y fupplieth with fuch de-
fpair that though not much guilt attendeth the
foul, yet they continnally have a fucret conciu-
ion within them, that there is no hopes for
them 5 fur they have loved pr:, Jor. ti. 25, and
xvin 12.) ’ o N

23. Now therefore I went on i fin with
¢t geendinefs of mind, (hll gradging that 1
could ner be o foiefied with gt as T weold :
this id continee with me ahour 2 month or
Bus 45 flanding at a

s

seighbar’s fh.on window, and there cuiiing and

1 ’ . S
mare, One Ot [ owas
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fwearing
wonted manner,
the houfs, and heard me, who tho’

and playing the mad-man after myg
there fat within ‘he woman of

Fd
Ty =

and curfed at a fearful rate, that the was made
to tremble to hear me : and told me further,
That 1 avas the ungodlief fellowv for fwearing,
that ever fbe had heard in all her life

Jo'wn, :ft/'v came by ig my com*aiiy.
. At this reproof T owas filenced, aad put
10 fecrcz fhame ; and that too, 2 | thought be-
fore the God of IHeaven 5 Wherefore while [
flond -heye, and h:mamg dowz my head, I
viithed wJ all my hearty that T might be a
little chiid again, that my father might searn e
0 fpeak without this wicked way of {wearing 3
h,r thought T, [amfoaccuftomedto ir; that it
's Bt in van er me to think of a re‘"nm'z‘.uu,
tor [ehonehe that it eonld never b,
7¢. Burhiv v it ¢ame to pafs 1 know not,
T did tram this ticse forward fo icave my {woar-
i, that it was a great wonder to obfocrve 1t s
and wherras 1 made ure of an oath to make =1,
wards have auchoitry, aow 1 could fpeak betier,
and with more pleaflantnels than ever 1 could
betore = all this wm!c, I knew not Jafus Chrit,
neither did [ leave my {ports and play.
26. But quickly.afier this, I fell in compa-
ny with ene poor man that made p: oteffon ot
religica, who, as [ then ;hought. dia ta'k plea-
fasdy of the {cripture, and of the matters of re-
Iw'm\n s wherefore falling into {fome love and hi-
kisg to what he faid, 1 betook me to my Bible
hepan 1o take Iome plzafure in reading, oo
a Ay viih the hiltorical part theisef: for, as

ey

A.!\i

eipec.

was i
very ungodly wretch, yet protefted that T fwore}

s.and shat §

- s . ] » : v;;r‘ ;‘; Iad A 255 3 X4 " r .
By this doing wwase alle to [vil all the youth in the Fyneh onme vndmeais

o ths O v“

”‘7’ " !‘ -

®., -~
and [ tnere a0 el e

“"’II

F ﬁé
+

for S0 Py

tarc, ! C'?‘”;} ?\..‘): v th wth f“:l!‘!
hatignorant either of v :'.w;-";s:}fm'; of e e
e, or the want and woove of felus Chudl
fave me.
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to and under amain beam that lay overathwart
the fecpic from ty Nde thi-lane there
[ mipkt tfaad fecure: Dot then T weuld
Gionld the L fall with a fwinp 1t

{(1n

(hinl aeain,

ight b e the wai T AN tchounding
vpen me might kil e for atl this boam tios

Fand ia the
Pam Life encuohy,

{iip out behind thede thick walls, .
OO ﬁfaer

made me Neepte doury and now
theuaht ‘5.
then io4], 1 ca:
and fo be pr eforved nerwithk{tanding.

this, [ wouldyetpoto "~"e t!v:m ring, but would |

l)Uf

rnt go further than th {-eple  door,
then it came mo fily leau, how if the {lzeple
itsel6 howld £l this thoughe, (0t
{4 for cught | Lo
Jlacked on, cuotivoally £ theke mo imind, that
1 G orot and ot the fieoy Ye doce iy longe
er Lat was forecd o iy for foar 1 Joutd then
fall upon minc heal

.\m- her (b
y:wz hetere Joeoddd g oave i
while whon Uthorer e [ Keyothis or that cowe
dr tw vood er deed any thirg
1 Lad

ctl‘i

m.m("N’“t, ¢
that 1 Ux“\ﬂ twaes yood,

my covivience, and wenid think vvh ru.\l";

(;od c;:.:"wt choeode but be nov fod i

‘.H‘.
|
)

y2a to reiete it I my own Ve, 1 thought ng
man mrr dcmr‘;_ toofe God betrer than (§
TC NERTTICTRIN e I was, T owes all t'%
o :?’e'- Lot oF Ol and poang et oul o ¢l
CRTR e gy mo(,l(’.«f%S et 1 "'wdﬁ
T ORI N TSP H AV R
R S TPTR NS
U "'~‘ﬁ~m:._ %‘", 1}.5 E{Jﬁd 1vﬁ \2:C71f2 4
O e e Dediondy SRVIR N 8

i B S | .
cote reeis b oL tonen

PR Y L '1 L '} ol
for i a baicihound

mavy
) world w! en itood, ardf

o was i cancing, 1owas a fulle
But ali thi‘i

EI'C A l'.l JC¢ H'I"

h ek

Lo the Chicf of Sinners. YO
cime where there were three or {our poor we.
meo, fitting at a door 1a the {ua, mf'r;irg about
tte things of God, and beins now w mmg B
hear them mfcoune, I dicw near to hear wh .
tmy faid, for 1 was now a biifi tqli{er alfo my,
{eli 1 the mattcm at rcwq on. bLur |

[hecid, but I unior! i not, far they were
above out of oy \.-.\.h, their tdx was abewut o
new birth, he work of God un fieicie s
allo, how they were convineed of tizir il -
ble {ﬂtC b Dotur g the Iy ,dn.(id how (xu\,l H
vifited t.hen fouts with hislove 1o the and 1.
{us, and with whit words 2n( prenuite ey
had been rLt'l'cz'h.'J, comforied and [ ched
againft the temprations of the devii; mniover,
they reafoned ot the fugreftions avd ten::
ot Satenin ;."'.T'tis".:?»‘,.:, and told to cach
by which they i b (nathiad,
were borre oo coder bisatliehe s they aifo diF
courfed (;f'rP;,:ir Gun o\ TE'C ‘cxnﬁ’s' nf‘ i.eu';'t, ut
thetr uabcVied, and did eonrer o

o,
af‘..’l:.' R AN

N S
thctr

Celivhd
other,
il *j hﬂ\t’ Lh“

! t?}Cir oW phittoaindie, s fx;’JA_v al l I ?Ex
Ccent to o e o any yood,
\,' And e t“wx!‘;;!\t th Y ﬁg,l\q, SO T
did it.‘;.'«'».c:h-.u Loy ey f}uk’: w4
ple funtaeis o @ "":w.j‘:‘r, and el i
) oY T P S PR R T BT R

Weoio o T P H ,
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Crace Sloundi Xy
werd and premife,
vy of v own wicked heart,  As for fecret

hmgh s, 1 took no retice of them, peither did
| underltand what Satan’s ten: plations were,
nor how tiey weie 1o be withftood and xz.ﬁt-
vdy, &

33« Thus theiefore whea T heard and cone
hdered what they faid, 1le't them and went
about my cripleyirent again 5 bat their talk and
difcouric went with mc, alfo w v heart wouid
‘anym hthewy for 1 was },)s(.dlf} oHi&ed with
therr woms, both becaule by them | was cone.
vinced of the happy and blefled condition of him
hai vwas fuch an ore.

} Therefore I fhould often muke it m
bulincis to be going tite the company of thefs
poor jeopie for T could not ftay away ; and
themore | weat amonglt then, the more [ did
Gueliion my coudition 5 wnd
ery prefently 1 found two things within nie,
at which I did muwvel, {efpeciaily conlidairg
vaat 4 bhind; ipgrorint, and ungodly wruch
Lot jult before 1 was) one was a great {ufunefs
aad tendernels of i cart, wlich caufed we to
fail uncer the conviftion of what by feripiur
tiey aflerted, the other was a bending on my
witd to « meditaung on them, and on il other
go0C things which at any time Theard or read of.

3. I’»y tl, cﬂ: things, my;mind was now fo
turucd, that it lay hkc lhorle Jee b at the vein,
il u)u”! uty, Grve, L"zw, lmv XXX, 1§,
Yea, it was lo ixed on ctornity, and on de

1,
KO

. I (il do rememe

tinngs about the Kanglom of Heaven, (that is
jo leras 1 knew 1507 as yer God hoows ) knew

but hets)

Lt

that cestha pledure no Proeits, nor

nui bicatg, ceuld oo @ or

nor the deceti and treache B

|
r

T the Chicf of Sinners. 2K
 make itlet go its hold 5 and tho' T may fpeak
i with thame, yetitis ipdeed a very certain trur h,
it would then have beeo as difficelt for me to
have taken my mind trom heaven tu earth, as [
kave found 1t often figce to get w again from
carth to heaven,

36. One thing I may not omit, there wasa
 young man in our town, to whom my heart be-
forc was kpit more than toany other, but he being
a molt wicked oF nrhn” and f\&‘cd!mg,
and whoring, I fhook him off, and forfuok his
company, but abont a quarter of a year after I
kad left him, 1 met him in a certain tane, and
afked how he dm, he afier his old fweariap
and mad way anfweied, he was weis. Bac
Harry faid 1, wiy do you fwear and custe thus ?
what will beseme of you if you die in thrs con-
dition ? he anfwered men a great chdrP Wiai
would the Devil wo jur Samipany if it were nok
for fuch as I am.

37. Abous this time, I met with fome Ran-
ters books that were putforth by fome of our
countrymen, which books were alfo highiy in cf-
teem byfeveralold profeflors; fomeof thefc Iread,
but was not able to make a Judomenf aboat them,
Wherefore as 1 read in them, and rhoughi upon
them, (feeling nsyteltunableto vud;‘c) { oy J byza
betake mylelt to hrarty piayer in wiis manner;
“ 0O Lord I amalcoly and not abie to Fnow the
truth trom ciror: Lord Jeave me nat to my o3y
blindreis, =ither tbapprove of, or cunlein this
dodtnine ; if 1o be ¢f God, let me not defpife
it, 1if it be ot the devil et e not einbruce it
Lovd ©lay my fout in (it matter, oniy ar thy
foot, lct mie mot be deccived, 1 huuwibly b {eh
thee." 1 had one ichigicus.intimaie coinpatiuit

[
Tature I'm'
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ailwf:his while, and that was the poor man th }
[ fpoke of before, but about this timc ‘ilﬁ ai?}
turned a moit devilith Ranter, and Q'w‘»:‘*whi'a
felt up to all manner of flthinefs, e{‘:}e‘—"‘ia!% ,.. 1m
c!v’gne{s ; he would alfe deny that t;s;r*e) \v;s
?}w p?::e ?qrigg?], Lor Spirit, and would laugh
!‘- 3 ".‘. nd pre+cnd that he had gone throuph
all religrons, and covla never hght upon t‘f'ﬂl
:'.!ghtin!}l)now, he told me alfo, that in}'a‘liv;;‘
t;fgc‘;{,!‘ng:}:f fee all profetfors torn the wavs cf
fed principles, I left his company forthwitl
an became to him as great a ftran  had b
! bee K anger as I had §
been hetore a familiar 3 Neither was this man §
onn'ly a temptation to me, but my ca?lingmlvin::
f.mf r:ifjixntn‘y', I happened to light into f«::v?rl';l |
people’s company : who, though fln& in re{i-
pion formerly, yet were alfo fwept away by thefe

3 I
A S
EA N IS 'Y

ﬁI‘; ) thef )
- cie temnp ns were fvita
b T e rptatiens were fvitable to my
s S0P DUL 3 Vour
) young man, and my natnce

in irs pruns, but & o !
fon ,9} o r’ 'Ut {I’Ud ‘:{/hd Had as I hOped d:c- ;
fion st me for Lettor things, kept me in the fear §

v ‘;' .. > ’ ;
: l‘ns nar;x(.,, and didd not fuffer me o accept of
e Cnries srinc ! ' )
fuch curbed] princiiies, And bicdlid be God
"‘r; .i\ ]})-U e ;‘1 il)y il:l”f t() \"fy to l{{’f} fi) },8 1 fll}t
and diroGed, il / - : YN
fl ﬁl R lh” U!lhu”lﬂ‘} (17 Own V/if(f()n]
’:_; H YU E 'y ) . 8 . . ) ’
r i ::T!\,\. {:UCC fcen even the f:{'rcﬂ ot that jray
erwn his prelervir , e e
‘" ¥ preferving me, net anly from raviing
L i 3 N 1.4 N ! s ‘ l
‘._-“'-u, "")lm ‘rouy thote alfo that have dprusy op
fince. by Bible N e
e Ble was procises toome o taole
a e

v."‘ ’-'. /“ ) ' v
57 And poy,y e rthoughe Ehoon to

ntn the
or did hefoce
| Apoltie St Pavt were §weet
anc indeed, |
erher
g to Gods
way to

wherefore L ‘ . .
ore, abeininating thefe cur- § ledge by the fame [pirits

f;

gL
kv

) I'hefe would alfo talk with nic of

TS -and condemn me as lepal and dark i
pr:f’!: nded that the. oniy had attained to “xer,
f2€tiom, that could do what they weuld athnoz

T'n the Chicf of Sianers. 23
N le with new eyes, 2ad read as 1 nev-
and efpecialiy the epi‘tles of the
« and plealant to mc;
«rag then never out of the Dible,
by reading OF meditation, ftill crving out
at | mipht know the truth, and
Heaven and Gloty.
39. And as { went on and read, [ lizhted
on that pallape, To one is given by the [pirit the
avred of wifdsm, 10 another the wnrd of krisave
and to another faith, £5¢c.
[ Cor. xi. And though as | have fince feen,
that by this feripture the Holy Gholt intends,
fpecial things extraordinary, yeton me it then
did falten with conviion, that | Jid want things
ordinary, even that underitanding and witdom
that other Chrithans had. On this word L
mufed, .and could not t:)l what 0 do, efpecia'.’ty
tnis word (Faith) pat me (O it, for 1 conld
not help it, but fome times mult queftion, whe-
ther 1 had any faith; for if i do fo, thought Y
{hen | fhall count mylelf a very caftaway 10-
deed.

40:
am an ignoraot

[ am convinced that 1

(hat | want thofe Lledl-
ed pifts of knowledpe, and anderftanding that
other good psople have, yetat a venture [ will
conclude, 1 am not altogether faithlefs, tho’ 1
koow nat what faith is.  Forit was fhewn moy
o Urat 100 (as have fince feen) by Satnti,
(hat thofe who conclude themfelves in 2 fa:thleis

. neither reft por quict in their fouls

{{.te, hav2

and 1 was foth 10 fall quite 16to delpair.
1. W herefore by this fuggeftiza, 1 was for

g white nrole Afrard to fce my wadt of faith;

but (rod would not {uller 1ue thus to ando and

No, faid 1, gho'
fot and
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22 Noah e bt ey i:w red g ficlt to look

CVAr thy bty g it f.. 1y ti " a l!ftu. [h 1% I

better ¢ rf;krm the mo: r, was  willing to
L 21 ' 4 7«’\ r! v

put myfe upan il e Elad fard or no, §
lmt poor w ret Cl; ! f’) Wwrorent acd bruth was |,

l
4‘1’

thcu. L knew 1ot ne cove how
than | know H Wb ;-.m v oand g comy t?ﬂf?’uh’
rare and f‘*x TeUs hiooe u( ar’
faw or ¢ filoveg,

43. W ierefore whi's 7opan

’ ‘ s confidering,
ana being put to a fiia, db‘ at ot (for you
rull know that as ad!

yet Thad "o thie motecer bro-

k 0 rlﬁy in ind I(} ndg ’,"'.Q!‘., C"i}’ g“d Lhrlr ?l?]d C(‘n'
fider) the tempier ¢

: with this delifon,
that tmrx. was 1o Vay 100 g to kn"w I had
f}u i s.t;,J tryins to work fome miiac'e &, urping
thof> fee L em o Lok |
' orz forintures, tm trem o fock that way, for
neenferen rand fhrercih iy hig t vptatcn
Une doy ot b was betwixt 0 bow an 1 Bedtar d,
‘?}F !:V ., R TV ¢
o b. | it was hot upon me, tH try it ! had
vth by domng {oie meiracle 3 which miteaelo at

A’nl’ h I n‘ ver }et

|1f)}t

’,‘ » i I
that tiine was, I muft . ¥ oto the puioies thit
were an the horfe pids, he "'Y; and the n‘n/

p aces, bevon the pudtles s ani tra! y one time
l ‘Vﬂi ’JO“’“’ 1” ((" f\’ nl"({‘l { ts jdi g W ]Q
aboul o ek,
ALt g un iy

thowshs ¢ominte mv mm:h

s fray foly that

yonler b z;‘w ,

could notf§

25

Crd cwould mabe you able : Dut when T had
¢-neluded to prav, this came het upon me, that
it I praved and came again and tied to do ir,
and vet i noth mg notwith{!: anding, then tefure
! had no faith but was a caft awey, and: Nay,
vovaht 1, af e be fo, | will never try yet, but

will ftay a little Jonger,
preat Jofs, for 1

44. S0 [ continged &t a
thoughtx they only had fai:h who could do

fuch wonderful tl nagp s, then 1 concluded, that
 for the prfint ! ne ther nad it, ror yet fura tme
to comie were Jike to have it. Thus | was tof-
ed botwixt the deci and my ow 1.3 ROLANC ™,
and 1o perplexed, efpeciall ar jome toes, st
1 could not telt what oo do,

7‘0 tt el \l ’wfaf \\I?}ﬂfff.

BT .

45 Abo.t this time, the ftate and happincs
thefe poor people at Bedford, was thus in a

kmd of vificn prefcnted unto me: I fav, as i
they werz fet on the fomny lide of fone high
racuntain, reflrefhing the nlelves with she plea.
art beams of the fun, white T was fhiveiin, v
lari] 2fR Qed with fredty foow and cori

4 a7 11'5\ iy

Fclond 5 nethonobit allo bresixt ire and theay,
‘y ° - . ,‘-‘ 3 h ", g . . . . 4 1""‘ '

£ faw a vl thet did fif}u;,lms a‘_;;»s.;, this o
%sﬁ .

this wuily 16 preay
COs ,(‘hui: LA LR :.‘75_ Col.ag |
I(Jll GF b
ot tha

cclire to pale
WOuIG DU BYLD 1,10 Lite vor
phyc o ".1‘ 3\"‘ re »f i ' B AN 4
OCTE aniQ) CO!; O ﬁj\ Cry v tu :Mﬁb

.‘i’ Ll(}l‘

¥y .0
v o
r
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- fun.
46, About tivts wall, Thocphe mulelf in pa

apain and a;;a:.n, i proving e bowor, tote

i [ could find fome way or pafl ao beowlit
m:;’;h’:‘ eater thei in, bt mece couts | find fos
fome time ¢ ar the faft, T v atit weve @ per
vow poo, hike o hitde docr i n e vl

@
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i boattemorad to pals; now th
¥ ty hearr, 1o de, mm" offzre g
even untit | was Craze hag
f)u;'n ?ir.vhf’; t0 ;‘ iy at fall with }vrpv um
Ins. ™ th fJupnt [a ‘: 1t net i
and a”cr that by ﬁdenng ﬂmvrg my i ul(js.!'
anad iy whole b)riy : then was [ t‘{u‘f’dm
g'ad, and went and fat down in ‘hes d oi
them, and {o was comforted with the [i 4t and
heat of their fun.

47. Now this mountain and wall, &e.
thus made out to me 3 {"he mountain {1
the church of the living God; the fua th
thoae thereon, the comforiable thining of hi
merciful face on them that weire therein.  Th
wall T thought, was the word tha: did makg
feparsios between the Chriftians : nd the world
and the rap which was in tnis wai, | though
was C%m'%, who is the way to Guj the Ifathey)
Jobn xiv. 6. Math. vii. 14 Bur for as muc
as the paflage was wordertul narrow, even f
narrow, that [ could not, but with great difhicul¥
ty, enter into iife, but tihole that were 'n down|
ripnt earneft, and vniefs alfo they Joft this wick
ed worid behixﬁ th(f"ll ; for here was only roon
for body and but not for f1n. ‘

48, fnsxefemMam:e abodz upon my fpin
mnnj day« a-l wh"h ttme l f,:w myfelf in a for
o0 andt fad coadition, but vet wa nrovoked to
1‘:‘i5s;m::;: Luager, c.nd ashre to be one of tha
that and the fuoibyne  now |
d Piiy W .“.:z:‘:c: » Wds, wacther ai home

. .
-
"‘:“ ) > ‘\-": \‘
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‘L rod, 1 Houle o freid, sl theald néren
with TR acvhears, {1oa the ’I'Y\ Ot }’fa m,
o Loid, o e B s e s ven Do

“ - a » ' d
A0t we e

T the Chicf of Sivners, 27
Nzither coald T attain to any cnmtorta-
ihad faith in Chetl g but
fatisfaction here, | beoan to
Jdoubts

ble perfuaion (l?*,;*
inflead o. Bt ting

~on
find my Gul to be afieu! fret

fﬂ{x

r/ith

about my furtere lmmn-.~!:. cipecintly fuch as
thefe, 7 ’/, other [ avas eloited § but of the dov of

grace fhould be paft and gone ?

o By thefe rwo tomprricns 1 was much
afficted and difquieted ; fometines by one, and
" fometimes by t ‘n, other. nnd {i-it, to {peak of
that about my queftioning my eleftion, l found
at this time, that tho’ i was 1a a flime to find
the way t0 E.ewm and glery, and tho’ nothing
could bear me off fre: g this, yet this qur’lhon
did fo offend me, that | was, efpeciaily at {ome-
times, as if the very ﬂ: noth of my body had
been taken away Hy the force and prwer there-
of.  This {cii; pture feemed aifo to tramnle upon
all my :Ieﬁrcs, pis reithor ta Dbim th o zotbicrh
sar ta pim that runnah, bulin God thoi thowecth
mercy., Rom. 1x.

51, With tnis ﬁ:rii)-‘\_n‘e P couis pot tell whae
to do, fo-Ievi'ently faw, uniels ~har the great

Goil of his infiine grace and bouay, bad vol-
untarily chofen me t+ be a vellal of mercy,

and lahor unul
come Of ltc

thouph 1 thould defire and lon,
my heart did break, no 200d could

Therefor= this would fill ftick with me.  How
can you tell you are eleted? And what

if you fhouid not, how then?

52. O Lord, thought 1. what it I fhould
not indeed ? it may be you are not, faid the
tempter ; it may be fo indeed, thought I, Why
then, fa:d fatan, you had as geod leave off, and
ftrive no further ; for if indeed you fhould not
be eleted 2ad chofen of God, there is no talk
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?“J t/:lf C/{‘f':v[r ’}j' Noanrr. ?-‘:j
of your being faved 5 Far i is noither in bimtlal
avillethy 1or in kim ihat punncthy Lat in God tia
feaveth mievey.

. . * « - v Y

mine eye into the Apoacrypid, uun RO Vbt

cleliaiies, 1. 10 Uhis at ¢ aiig &0 {1pewhat

daunt me, ont becaet by e chine Uhad pot

o exnenaze 9 e love ano kindavts o
) i . 1 !

God, 1t troubied me the - GRE aaly when

I confiered, that thoagh it was not in thfs

§3. By thele (hinos [ was driventomy wits
end, not knowing what to v, ur how 1o an
fwer thefe temprations, for that the elet oty
attained cternal life, T witbout foippie o
heartily clofe with 3 but that 1 wis one of them, J XS that we call ioly and caronal, yet for
there lay the quefticn. as much as this (entence was the fum and {nb-

54. Thus for fcveral davs, T was preatly of. Mance of many of the promifzs, 1t was By cuty
faulted and perplexed 5 but one dav’, ahior gto take tne combort of ity and 1 bi.fe God for
had been fo many weeks "1’!”“"{1"'7‘( and  caffithat word, tor it was of bim; and doth thil el
down, as | was now quite giving Up the ghol times {Line before my face.
of all my hopes of ever attainii s life, that (o 5% frer this, that cther Joubt came wiih
tence fell with \“t'ight Lpon my ﬁ.;t'if, ook a ‘Powﬂ' AMATO] C R PR R biit b I.f tle ‘!"}' of LFadcc Le
the generations of old, and fee, did eser cay e pafl anu goae s Now | remember, that oo

: day as I was w.lking i ihe country, 1 thuoi'

in God, and noere conjounded ?
of this, when, to apgravate ryy trouble  tha

55, Atwhich I was great'y hphtened, ard .
CHC()!.)r;ig;ed in my foul, fer thusat thot very ind tempter yre:emed to my mind e fe g')ud e v
p\c of Bodrerd, and itggti‘ft‘d thus ulrto s

{lant it was expounded to me; begin at the be-
ainning of Genelis, and 1ead o the end of tiel that thete beivp sonverted already, thoy we s
RL\’E‘.&I\-I(}{)S, and f(e it you can find that ther a“ that (4 Wf)(lld fave m ‘Jl&"\{.‘_' ‘:);J!.S, and*ht
was any that ever rrafted in the Lerd, and wat ]} came o late, tot hede had por the biciiing
confounded.  Sc coming home, 1 went to my before 1 came.
bitle, to fee if I cculd find that fayirg, for fll 59 Now | wasin jy eat difircfs, -hinking 0
was fo frefh and comiortable to me, that 1 wash €Y deed +hat this might be well fo 3 wruaies
as if it talked with me. fore I weat up and down bemeantng mv e {
£6. 1 looked, but found it not, only it abods condition, countinp mylelt tar worie teat 4
unop me : 1 then afked firft this good wan -.+.{ thoufand fouls, for ftavding of thus tunrs, and
then another, if they new whee it was 3 but fpendinp {5 many vears 10 Gopas b ohave dine s
they knew no fuch place ; at this 1 wondered, ftiil crying ont, On, that [ had curned fooert
that fuch a lentence (hould fo fudcenly, and"()h, that I had turned {even years apw; it
with fuch comfort, feize and abide upon my made me alfo anpry with myfclf, to (hin that
heart, and yet that nooe could fird it. | 1 fhould have noinors wit Lut to utie avty my
5. Thus I continued above a year, ard time, xilrl my (oul and heaven were I
cculd not find the place, Lut at jatt, cafling 6o. But when i had boen Jony vexed with
this {car, and was {;arce abit 10 tase oo dep
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more, juft about tne fame place where T receiy.
ed my cther enceuragement, thefe words came §
into my mind : Compel thein 1o come 7y ihat
my houjc may le Alledy and yer dlere is rooq,
Luke xiv 22, 23.  Thefe words, but efpecials
ly them, dnd yet there iy roum, weve f{west
words 1o mey for truly I thought I faw that
there was place eacugh in heaven for me; and ¥
that when the Lord Jefus {pake thefe wosds,
he then did think of me, and that he krowing
he time weuld come that 1 fhould be afflicted
with fenrs that there was no place left for me
s Lofom, did before fpeak this word, and
leave 1: upon record, that 1 might find help
therely 2painft this vile temptation, this I then
verily believed.

6i In the light and encouragement of this
word, ! centinued for a while, and the com.
fort was the more, when [ thougit that the
Lord fLould think on me fo long ago, and that
he ffould fpeak them words on puipofe for my
foke,

Yut T was not without m
ack roain tcmptations, be
own leart, and carnal
thirh God thefe were out
feuie of death

) N
Catode

y temptations 1o go |
th from Satan, mine
acquaintance ; but [
weighed by that found
» nd the day of judgment, which
» A5 It were, continually in my view.
I Hwuld ofien alfo think of Nebuchadnezzar,
of whom i is fuid, He bad given him all the
bivodos of the carth, Dariel v, 18, 19,  Yet,
1S prear man bad his portion in this world,
ot.¢ houria hed! five would make him ferget all,
his confideration was o bedp o me.

}

-~

QIS CC
(;;1,

L was aifo mude about this time to fee
{fomothy

hg concuning the bealts that Mofes|

! wavs of ungedly men.

N
N

To the Clief of Sinners. I
counted clean and unclean. T theupti theﬁ;
heafts were types of men ; the_clean, 2‘}’;1:6.‘8‘ o
thens that were the pecple of God j it Lh‘e%
unclean, types of fuch as were the chxldrr—rz:. o
the wicked onee. Now ! re‘ad,' that the clean
tealls chewed the cud 3 that s, thgy thewed
vs we muft eed upon the word of God @ they
alfo parted the heoty 1 theught that fignified,
it jart, if we weuld be faved. with the
And alfo, in further
reacirg  about them, 1 found, that'though we
dia chew the cud as the hare, yet if we walk-
“ed winh claws hke a dog; or f we d{('i‘ part
the boot like the fwine, yet if we did rot
chew the cud as the fheep, we were fi] but
uaciein ; for I thought the hare to be a type of
thefe that taik of the word, yet walk in ways
of {in, and the fwire like bim that parteth with
outward pollutions, but (hll \vante‘th the }vor’d
of faub, without which there could be n()‘.‘alva-
tion, let man be ever {o devout, Det.:t. xw; |
G3. After this, I found by readz_r}g of the
word, that thofe that mult be gic;n’aedd with
Chnft in another world, #uff (e called b_ypf;;z{n
here, called to the partaking of a (hareror his
word, and rightcouineis, and to a pecviiar 1n-
tercdt 1n all thefe heavenly things, which for‘.e‘-f:t
the foul for that reft and boufe of glory, which
1s in hcaven above. .
O4. Here again, T was at a very great ..a? }’
not krowing what to do, fearing | was not Cal-
led, for it i be pot c,qiia;d, Wit thcz‘i cqan' do
me pood 2 Noue bui thofe who are t.i'f:c-.ua)liy
called, inherit the kingdu:}s ot h::dveq. ) I.:ut
Oh, how ! now loved thofe words t!h&t ke
of & Chirifiran’s caiing ! As whea the lerd

R §
MeE N un

Latied
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{aid to one, Follow me, and to another, Com
apfer me ; and Ob, that he would {uv to me
ico! How wiadiy wou'd I vun after iy ¢

:55. L cannot now exprefs with what }o.;g.
ss and  breathing 55 i my foul,
¢ ,m.%, to call me.” “"T'hus 1 continued for a
tine, all on ﬂamc to be converted to Jofus
Chritt, and ¢ ld alfo fee at that day, fuch glory
1w -.um erted flate, that I could not be content. ¥
G without a thare therein. Golid ! could jt have |
becn gotten for gold, wtat sould T bave given
tor v' !ad I but a whole werld, it hau all
gone for thls, that my foul wight have been in 3
converted tate.

66. How lovely now was every one in my
tvesy that [thoupbt to be converted men yn
wonien 2 They thone, and waiked like a }eo.
:i;( that carried the broac ftal of heaven abuut
them liaw the lot was falien to them in plesls

it ;lz*m:, and they had a goedly heritage,
Pfdl xvi but that which nade me sick. was that
OI Chrnift in P/Iaxt{, He zvont up into a meuniain,
and carled to bim whom le would, and thcy came
tnio him, Mark iii. 13

G7. This feripture gave me fear, yet it klnd-
led fire in my foui.  That which made e fear
was this, left Chrift Mhouid have no likiag to
me, for he called whom he would. But the
glovy that 3 faw in that condition, did fili i
ergape my heart, that 1 conld fedom read of
any that Chrift did cali, but 1 rffemlv wilheid,

I cried o

wou'd I had been 1o their clothes, would I had §

been born Peter, would | }“xd been, berr;]'ohn
or woiad | Lad been by, and had hwr‘d hum

when e calied thems, how would § :.am cmd,

, $

T the C/}iaf nf Sirners. 73
Q0 Lerdy cad me alfs ! Lur Ch, 1 feared b2
would not call me.

6o And troly ihe Lord let me go this many
months ropether, and fhewed me nothing, cithey
that [ was {h\a«.y, ot (hould be called horeats
ter.  But aclaft, after much time fpear, and
Macy Qroans (o Co;, that I might be mude
pamker‘of‘ the boly and heannl; cadxnh, L
word came in upon me, [ awilicleanfe the bins.d
tiat [ have not cleanfed  fur I/J., /A’h! fwwelleth
in Sion, Joel iit. 21, Thefe words, .uough-,
were fent to encourage me to {uil waic upon
Geod, and fignified unto me that if :I were jot
alrcaly, yet ime might come, 1 nnght be con-
verted unto Chridt. |

Oy. About this time I began to break my
mind to thofe poor people at Bedford, and 1o
teli ihem vy conditios, which when they had
beard, tiey teld Mr. Gifford of me, who him-
{clt alfo took occalion to ta'k of ine, and w.s
willing tc be perluaded of me, tho’ | think but
fiom livie grounds: but he invited me to his
Loufe, where I fhould hear him eonfer wiih
others about the dealings of God with the foul;
{rom ali which, I {till received more convidion,
and from that time began to fee fomething of
tl.e vanity and wreitchednefs of my heart, for as
vet [ ki€w no areat mnatter therein, but now it
btgan to be difcovered unto me; and alfo to
v rk at that rate as it never did before. Now,
I cvidently found, that luits and corruptions
rut forth themfelves within me, 1a wicked
theuglits and defires, which T did not repard
Lelore ; my defires al{o for heaven began to fail,
1 tound alfc, that whereas before my fou! was
fall of lungings after Grod, now it brgen 1o han.



Grace xﬁc‘zm/.’ing

34

ker after every foolith vanity ; yea, my hear
would pet bemoved tomind that which was good,
it began to be carelefs about my foul and hea-
ven ; 1t would now continually hang back both
to, and w every duty, and was as a clog on the
Jeg ot a bird to hinder me from tlymng.
=o. Nay, thought 1, now | prow worfe and
wot{c, now 1 am f.m‘w; irom converfion than
ever I was berore ; wheretore I began to fink
greatly in my foul, and began to entertain fuch
difcouragement in my heurt, aslaid me as low
as hell 3 1t now I fhould have burned at a {take,
4 could rot believe that Chiilt had love for me.
Alas! 1 could neither hear him, nor fee him,
not {cel him, ncr faver any of his things; 1
was driven as with a tempeft, my heart would
be unclean, the Canaanites would dwell in the
Jand. |
71. Sm:*c:times I would tell my condition to
the peeple of God: which when they heard,
they wouid pity me, and would tel! me of the
promifes ; but they had as good lave told me
I meft veach the fun wuh my finger, as have
bidden me iely on the promife, and as foon as
I fhould have done it ; all my fenfe and feeling
was agatnt me, and 1 faw 1 had a heart that
would fin, and lay under a law that would con-
demn. |

72. Thefe thn‘gq have often made me think,
father brought to Chrifly,

c!ihe child which the
Wi avhile he avas yet comrng to bini awas 1/»1‘vtwm
dorr by the dewvil, and alfo fo rent and Iw'n i1
pim, the!he uy and wwall,wed Jouming. Lukd
ix. 42. Murk 1x, 20,

=2 Fucther, nihede da I thou!d find my
beart to fhut up idclf agumﬂ the Lord, and

N
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apain(t his holy word ; 1 have found my unbe-
liet to fet as it were the fhoulder to the door to
keep him out and that too, even when 1 have
with many a bitter igh cried, good Lord, bre-k
it open: Lord break thefe gates of lrafs, and
cvi the bars of iren afiender, Plal. cvite 16, Yet
that word would fometi ate in my heart
a peaceable paule, Jgirded thee, though theu bafl
not knvava me. Haah xlv. g,

74. But all this while, as to the a& of fin-
ning : | never was more tender than now, I
I durft not take a pin, or flick, though but fo
big as a firaw, tor my confcxcnce now was iorey
and would fmarr 2t cvery touch, T could not
now tell how to fpeak my words, for fear |
ftould mifplace them; O Lhow lingerly did I
then go, inall I did or faid ; | found myfelf in
a mirybog that fhook if [ did but ftir, and was
as bereft both ot God and Chrift, and the Spirit,
and a:l good things.

75. Dut I cblerve, tho” T was fuch a great
finner before converfion, yet God never much
charged the guiit of the fins, of my ignorance
upon mic, only he thewed me I was loft if | hiad
not Chrift, becavfe I bad been a finner. ] faw
that | wanted a perfe@ righteoufnefs to prefent
me without fault before God and that this
righteoulnels was oniy to be found in the
perton ot Jelus Chrift.

76. Fut iy orginal and inward pellution,
thaic was my plague and my affliction ; that [
faw at dresondate always purting forth afelf
within me, by reafen of that, | was more loath-
{ome in mine cwn eves than s toad, and thought
Pwas fo i Gos o fin 2nd connption, )
faid, would as naturally bubble cut of my bearr,

imes e
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as water would oat of 3 fmm'ﬁ'z : 1 thoaglt
now titat e\;e;'y e nad a better heart than 1,
gouls f}h‘ﬁc changed heares with any Lody. 1
fe,.,lrﬁ".cz fore ar the fight of mine own vilenas

~Tois deep dofpair, for Ueencluded that the e
dition t was 1n, could aot itand with a (tare (f
grace, fure, thoaght I, 1 aro foifaken of God,
1 am aiven un o the devil and a repro':m > mind,

and t‘ us | comtiaed a foeg while, even for

fome years Lcogthefr.

77, Wiile [ wasthus afli&ed wich the fears
¢t my own dammnnn, thete were twe things
vrould make me weniler ; the one was, when i
{aw old pzople bunting after the things of this
world, as it they {hould live here forever ; the
other was, when I found preteors much dif-
trefled and calt dewan when they met with out-
ward lolies, az of hufhand, wife, child, &e.
Lord, theupht I what ade is here about fuch
I'+-te thinzs; what feeking after carnal things by
{cme, and what grief in others for the Jois of
them ; if they {o much labour after and {pend fo
many tears for the things of this pielent life,
how 1 am to be bemoaned, pitied and prayed
for} my foul 18 dying, my foul is damning.
Were my foul bt in a pood condition, and
were | but {ure of it, how rich fhould T clteem
myfelf, though bleft but wit:> bread and water :
1 fhould count thofe but finall afiliClions, and
fliould bear them as uttle burdens. A wounded
Jririt awho con bear.

78. And though T was thus troubled and
tofl:d afthted with the fight and fenfe and werror
of my own wickednefs, yet | was afraid to let
this fenfe and fight go quit: off my mind ;

1 found that ual-fs guilt of confcicnce was taken

1’&‘ 1;4 (u ”f‘() uf“'.’f:’rf- 37

-

off the right way, thatis, by the bloed of Chrif},
4 man g:rw rather wor{e for the lofs of his
(ouble ¢f mind, than betier.  Whergfore if
my pni't lay hdrd apon e, then 1 fhould cry,
that the bliood ()t Charit ﬂ..';;i;‘-' tdnc 1t Gh . ahd
if it was poinn off without ity for the icnfe of
fin would be fomeiimes as it would dre, and
p0 quite away ; then P wetd alfs firve to tesen
it gpeo my heart again, by Girging the punifi-
ment for fin in hell fire vioen my f};mf ar.d
fiould crs ¥y Lord lei it not go "[/I ey Doart iy
cther avay than by the blood of Clrity and by ihe
cpplication of iy wercy threugh Lim tamy fon!
For that {cripnure Jay much vpon me, JZiibest
fodding of lo>d there 15 no reiiffiony, Hebox
22.  And that which made me ihe iiore afraid
of this, was, becaufe I had f{een fome, who,
when they were under wounds of corfcience
would ery and pray, yet feeking rather piefent
eaic ficm their wouble then pardon fer their
fits, cared not how they loft their puilt, fo they
pot it out of their mird; now havirg got it off
the wrong way, it was rot fanéified unte them,
but they zrew barder and bimder, and more
wicked after their trcuble. This n:ade me
afraid, and made me cry to God the more that
1t might ret tedo with me.

=3 And now was [ forrv that God bad
ma fk mea man, for | feared I wasa reprobate:
! ch ai n, as uncorverted, the molt dele.
ful of all e creatures ) thus b(’x afﬂ &ed and
tefied abeut my fud condition 1 counted my {1f
alone, and above &'l mer unbleft,

6o, Yea I thoughe it impoflible that ever 1
fheuld attain to {o n,vch scodnefs of heart, «s
te than’t God that Le h"* made me a niane
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Man indecd ts the molt roble, by croation, pf
all the creaturss in the vilibie waorld, bet by ‘Im
he bad made hrfelf the ot fgnzrb!;. ! h‘;e
beaits, birds, fihhes, &l | bf-fﬂ!i:?-] their condie
tion, for they had not a fintui niture, they
weire not obnuxivus to the wiarh of (’;od, t!zc?y
were not to g to heil fi-» after death, 1 couid
therefore rejoice, had my con ftion been as any
ol theirs, ‘
31. In this condition T went a great while,
but when comiortin: tiriie was somie, | 'heard
one prea:h a 1.rmon Hpon th. iz words in the
bong, Song iv, i. '
love, behoid thou art fairy but thgt nmerhc
made thefe two words, iy /o2, hus chief and 'mb-,
je&t matter 5 from wi~h after hfe had a litele
opened the rexi he oblerved thefe feveral con-
cluftons, 1 7Th4 the clhusih ar/ oy cEry ,’(1"':11
fou! is Cheiil s lve, cohon lo ,', ? (},fﬂr;:]’.r
love without G canlin O hrifi s dive e hatred
of e avorid. 3 BrilPs love fw,"wf: Risder .’cm{}!&
tiun and uadlor derticns 4 Chrif’s lome from
ﬁl',’/ tn /i’f . ‘
42, Buc Toat nothing by o har h;: he fud
at prefent, oniy when he came to dhe apvlicas
tion of the ronvth particnary, thes \.'.‘.gs.'m:’:-v:r{r'i
he Gid. 77 i he co, thatshe faed vule: Coriil's
love woben wnder temitation ani d- Z:r.‘icu ¢ ,':;:’f‘.vm
Foor t:uzpir:// s tvenin bl ‘.':‘J .i;?]'i/{ a‘{’:.(. (22{
flicied avih tensialion and we hiling of _-ro"!/:
face ye thind authols twn weordsy my L?'ae, Sk
| 83. Syras | was going .hum::v thz:".f: words
came apain in my thoupnt, and 1 Yw:;l remem
ber as t‘hev came in. 1 {i.d thus 1n my heart',
IViat lhatl Izt i thinking on téfj'} oo wwords '!’
this thought uad no foener paifed through my

- i ] lge . )
I.')u‘/)"J/u, $Dud ard tl'l" ) .’:lj

To the Chict of Sinncrs. 29

heart, but thefe words began thas to Lind'e in
my oty 7hou art my lovey tho vt my dowe,
tweaty times together 5 and (bl us vhey ran
thus in my mind, they waxed ftrorper and
varnier, and began to make me look un; but
beivg as yet between hope and fear, | {fill re.
plicd vy heart. But is it true ? Tut is it trus ?
At which that fenience fll in upon me, He
wil not that it was true whis) awes done unto
him of the ch. gel. A&s xi. 9.

84. Then I began to give place to the word,
which with pow:r did over and over make 1)s
Jovtul found within my foul, T/lou a:¢ my lroe,
thu: art my hwvey, and nothing fhall feparate 1hee
Srou my love ! and with that, Rom. viii. 39,
came into my mind. Now as my heart filled
full of comfort and hope, and now | could be.
lieve that my fins fhould be forgiven me? yea,
I was now fo taken with the love and mercy of
God, that I remember I coyld not tell how 12
contain ull T gor home, 1 thonght T could bave
fpoken of his love, and have told or his merey
to-me, cven to the verv crows that fit upor the
ploughed lands betore me, had they been capia-
ble to have underttood me, wheretore ; fuid 1n
my {oul with muzh gladnels, 1 2wouid I pad o
peroand ink Lere. I woould awrite this dsevs le.
Joce I go any puriter, Jor furely 1 will nes Tir-
ret this forty years henze : but alas! widin efg
than furty days | began to queftion all again,
and by umes fell to my old courfes agiin,

85. Yer (till at times, I was helped to e
lieve that it was a true manifelfation of grace
vate my fonl, though [ had loft much of the
lie and favour of it.  Now about 4 week  or
tortaight after this, I was much followed by
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this feripturs 3 Sincon, Simony bebold, Saiun hath
diefired so bave yen, Luke xxit 313 and {fome.
times 1t wou'd found fo loud within me, and
call {o firengly afier me, that 1 tuined my bead
over my fhoulder, thinkivg verily tho. fone
pan bzd belind me called e, b\.mg ar @ great
diflance, metho’t Le called £ foud, it came, as |
Lave tho™t lince, to have fhreen roe vy to prayer &
watchfulnefs, It came to acquaint mc that a cloud
& ftorm viae comirg down upon me, but | un-
deritfood it pot.

86 But fo foolith was I, and 1anorant; chat
I bnew not the reafon of this found, oaly it
vould make me mufle, and wonder in my miad,
to thirk what fhould be the rcafon that tius
ferimyre, and that at this rate, fo often, 2nd
fo foud, thauld {Lill be founding and rarthng
nne care,
cuived the end of God therein,

For about the fpace of « month after, a
very preat florm came down upon wie, which
handled me twenty times worfe than 21l | haud
met with before s it came flealing upon me,
now by one piece, then by another: Lirli, all
my comfort was taken from me, then d.rhi-f

feized upon me, after which, whole floods i

blafphemies, both againlt God, Chnlt, and
the fcriptures, was peured uvpon my l';m ty 10
r:y great confufion and aftonithment,

88. Thefe blafphemons thuughts were {uck
ss {tirred up queftions in me againft the very be-
¢ 2 of God, and of hus holy brlove ™ Son ; as
whether there were in truth a God or Chrift,
and whether the holy fcnpwtes were not rather

a fable and cunning flory, than the holy and
pure word of Gad.

). The tempier allo would much aflwuic me

But, as | faid before, | foon per.

deilro
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Turks hzd 2¢ eonl Diantares to prove ther
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Niahort s Ravtonr, aeowe have to prove oo

Fheis: St zormd g oeniak o many o
thoarande, in o ‘ 1 vies and I';";m‘»s'n:.
fhanld soevlodae of the nght woy
tﬁ](’.dv’\,‘.. ]

Yo YN
ha wichont !
{\n here s deed a }n.u.f*t.,, BE
that we only, who Le2+5 2 2oranr ot the e,
fhould alone ke bl :iw;- th? Tleery oo
doth think his own r:liginn < aheeft, boshy Jeros,
Moors, and Pagans; a“d how if cur Lin:h
fath and Chal, and fcriprares, thould bt
think fo too "’

9o. Sometimes | have endearoured to argue
agaiaft thc,fe fu«me(hons, and to fet fome ot (he
fentences of blofd Panl againft chem ; but alis!
I quickly f:it, when [ thue did, fuch armmm
as thefe wanld return again opon me : Thou
we made fo great a matter of Paul and of
words, yet how could | tell, but that in VF.‘.r{
decd, heboing a lnb-le and cunning man, mipht
givc himfelt up to deceive with ftrong delufioos,
and allo ke the §~u us and travel to wado and
oy his fallows ?

g1. Thefe fuppeltions (with many others,
whizh at this ume 1 ‘nay not, nor dare not utter,
reither by word or pen) didf make fuch a ferzure
vpon my fpirit, and did {o over weigh my heart,
both with their number, continuance, and firy
force that 1 f‘a!t, as if there were nothing bt
thefe from morning o aight within me, and as
1adeed there couid be room for nothmg el
and alfo concladed, that God had in wveiy
wrath -0 my foul, givza me to them to be cu-
redaway with them as with a whirlwind,

D
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R
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g2. Only by the diffafle that tloy pave nntg
me fpmr L el there avas femetlive in me tha
refuled to embrace them ; ; but this confideration 1
then only had, when God pave me leave 1
fwallow my fpittle, oth er\xm tte neie, and
L'ﬂrL ky and fcree of thefle temvrations weuld
drown and overilow, and (AS it mm) bury all
fuch thouglits, or the renvenbrance of any fuch
thing.  Wlhile [ wie 1n this tempt:‘fic,n I\wn‘d
fm often my r.ing Lh‘wr 'y put upon ii ig
ife and Nwear, orto fosak fome gnumzs thing
of God, or Chri } his Sen ond gf the {eriptures,
¢2. Now 1 thought, furcly I am pofeffed off +
the devil ; at other times again, I thought, 1
(hould be bereflt of my wits, for inftead of lau.
ding and mapnifying of God the Lerd with oth.
crs, if I have but heard him fpoken of, prefent.
Iy fome moft horrible blifilemaons theughi would
bolt out my lieart apamnlt tiom. So thar whether
1 did think that God wis, erzpain, did think
thetr were no fuch thing ; no love nior
dpofition could | feel within me.
g4. Thefe things did fink ine into dc“p de-
fparr, forl concluded that fuchi things could notg
be fourd againft ther that Joyed Ged, | (,ften,
when thefe temptations bave been with fore
upon me, did compare mylcif, inthe ceflec
fuch a child, when frme gipfe by terce tcok
vp in her arns, aud is vy ing from fiierd ard

ccuntry 3 kick femetimes 1 did end fhiteh g

but yet I wis beundin te wirgs of the temp
tation, and e wind would carry nie away. l
iLought «'fo cf Scul, and the evi] f; it that did
roflife him, a.nd did fear my condition was the

1 ne v “ ‘} l:!S, b( _ XVE. ’40
s dnl d crys v.hn ! bave heard othe

}“a'.e veen reaw O

* 25 iOUX \.(\ “ r] 'l L:".’ 'r 1‘ e
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2o e Lhief o Staners,

Ay

4
Wkoof the fin againit the Holv Gho”t, then
would the teapter fo prevoke me to defire
a1y, that Toweas oo i [ eould not, ot nos,
reithor thould be CIU“-L untti L hag commitiedthat,
cow no f1a would ferve but thar; 1if 1t were te be
com:itted by fpca kino {ach a word, then I have
been as ir my ra-uth wouid have fpoken thac word
whether I would orno ; aed in {o trong a miea-
{ure was this *emptz-:tion upon me, that cften 1
clap iay hand vpen my chin
to keep my mouzh from onentnp; Lo that end al.
fo, 1 have had vmug s, at other times to leap
Jith my head dewvaward into fome muck hill
liole or other, to k2ep my mouth from fpeaking.
66, Mow anuin, I beheld the condition e‘.,‘ﬂ
the coo coad, and countsid the {tate of
every thing thar God had made, var bettar than

YIRS

this dreadfnl fars of mine, and fuch as mv
comuanions wes ; rca, pladly would I Fove
beer o dog o norio tor 1 knew thieg Tod e
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Jaith wiy Gs-d, fvir, 20, 21.

07 Avdnow, vy heat e artres excecd
ing hard, if T would bove ogiven 2 diuiaad
?‘»’L-‘f'ja I.L'}r d teary, 10 ;' HTN l}' 2 BTN A
vas moch don &bt tane rhai s e e
ey loss L ofaw fme could mourn acd L
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e fiosy and others again, could gueetly Wi
ef, und with g}g\,nus remembler the word of
God, whike 1 was oniy I 1he Fotr, v tevipelt:
s much fonk me, ) tLou b my i‘O‘)dlt'ﬂn
Was alone, | fhcmu ihereore much hewail iy
vord l;-?:;;, but get ot of or 2%
wergs, 1 ocould not,

gh’ While 1his terantziice, fafted, which was

L ut a year, I could attend upon non2 cf the

anves of God, buwith force and areat als

LD T YEu, then t was morl & {u‘u**d with
clephiomics ;o1 L have been hawing the wera,
‘.u,unc]ean::d< L‘}arm‘\cr i" and defpair, would
otlme a caprive thie
ben !o.m-mxes frad Iucdcn thougits 16 quyis
conoail 1 ovead; fometimes again, my rind
vound B o ftungely fnatched away, and pof-
cied with other thipee, that 1 Luave ncither
town, uer tesarded, nor remembeied {o much
ar e fentence that but new I had read.

J
it 1 kac been reading,

GOl dnpityer 41.», | byve been greatly trou.
‘ .
“lou at this time 3 fumetimes | bave thoug ght I
Fave felo him bebind me pull miy ¢ iothex he

weuld be allo centinuali 'y at me in time of pray-
cr, to have done, break off, make huite, you
Fave prayed enough, and ilay no longer; (il
diawing my mind away.  He would fonctines
catt ip fuch wicked thoughts as thefe, that |
oult pray to lim, or for him ; 1 have thought
tomenmes of that, Fall deeon, ory If thiu awilt
rail docen and averfbip me, Mat. v. g.
ico. Alfo wl:w, becaufe | bave had wane
.,ﬁunp thourlﬂ i the time of this duty, T have
iwloured 1o con pn‘e my mind, ard {ix 1t uj on
m‘ d; then with ;_u.at force hath the cmycd
- oured 10 diftraét me, and to e awey ay

Aid of thole

)
!
)
|

o

7o the Chitf of Sinners. 45

“wtad, Ly prefenting to my heart and fancy, the

form o: a bufh, a bull, a befom, or the like,
asif I fhould pray te thofe; to thefe alfo he
wonld fometimes fo hold my m!ml that I was
a5 1 L conld chink-ok. ~=shing eife, OF TTaY tO
nothing ¢lit, but to tl efe, or fucl asthey.

h,i Yet at times, 1 fheuld have fom» Tong
ard heart offe@ing a;puherfm s of Gud, and
the reality of the tuih of his gofpel; tut o!.,.,
how would my heart at fuch times put forth it-
folf “with unexpreilible gxoanmgs' my whole
foul was then ia every word, 1 theuld cry with
pangs after-God, that he would be mercifil
to me 3 but then I fhall be daumed agamn with
fuch conceits as thefe, I fhould think that Co
did mock at thefe my prayers faying, and that
in the audience of the holy an “«‘ik, this pour
fimple wretch doth hanker after me, asif 1 had
nothing to do with my mercy, but to bef%ow it
on fuch as him. Alas, poor fcui! how uwrt
thou deceived ; itis not for fuch as theo o Lave
favour with the Higheft.

102. 'T'hen hath the tempter come upon nie
alfo with fuch difcowragements as t')efe ¢ < You

ate very hot for mercy, but I will ceol you:
many have bzen as hot as you for | pm , barl
have quenched their zeel. P Aud with s,

foch ond fuch, who were failen off, would te
fet before mine eyes ; then | fhould be ataid
that 1 fhould do {o 1oy Lut, thought 1, 1 .m
glad this cerneth into my mind, 1 will wa i,

and tuke w} at heed 1 ocany ¢ Uho” you do
(faid Sarzn) I fhall be toc hard for you, i will
cacl yeur fenfibility by degrees; wl.n! care

I, ihou, ph ITbefevenyouiiin dnlimg your o,
i I can doat at l;if; coriibual rocking . ki
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Wit a child to feeps T will ply it clefe, but T

wiil have my end zccompiithed @ though yau be

burning hot at prefent, yer i I can pull you from

th's fire, T nall have vou cold before it be !ong.' '

Thais :.‘;*.?:sg:q h‘:.“.‘«ug’m e ko g?‘E:%t ?"'E".‘-x?s y TeT

as 1 at prefent could ot find myiedi it for pree
t

‘ §
{zrnt death, fo Ithought te live long would muke
me  yet

tore.t all, and wear even the remembrance of
the evil of i1n, the worth of heaven, and the
reed I had of the blood of Chriit to wath me,
hoih out of mind and thought : but thefe things
did net av prelent make me {lack my crving,
Lut rather did put e more upon it, /{{u? by
woe et with the adwltieery 1leut. KXibho 26,
trownico days that was a good werd to mie, abier
1 had fofered thele things a while ; [ am fore
Jeoaoedy dhat meither ;f*z"{gr!f*f, ner dz’pt/), nor dea't,
Cor iiie, oo fball Jejuirate us from the lov: :f.,.-f'
Goi wohich is in Chrift Tefus, Rom. viil. 38.
And now T heped long dife thould not duitroy
pic, normake me nafs of hoaven,

iy et I had fome dupports ts temyp-
vawon, thouph they were then all queltioned by
inthe third of jeremiah, «t dic firdt,
woe foncthing to me 3 and fo was the cor fider-
stun of tue ftth \‘czf}Z of that C!s::pti‘r, that
thoug i we have {poken wnd done evil thiags as
we conld, verwe fheuld oy unwo God, 475
Fothery ilou art the outde of my youts, and
fliont reiura unto ram, _,

104, 4 bd 4llo once w fweet ¢lance fiom
that v 28 oro v 12, Dor be Dac iade Lam
tole L PRI avho Doe //, e f.z.'i‘g_-;ﬁ'!
Te wid ihe Lo sop Godon - Une

. oyt . 11
tk;«\", ﬂ'i l Wy &\‘l. 13.'{‘:-'3 1ii a N T c\:, Mrbtj
J {

T . [-'.&{

mere uaft 3 for time  would make me

|

Te to Chicf of Sivncrs. 47
there very fad at the corfideration of many blal
phemies, that word came fuddinly vpen me,
Wiat flall we fay to 1), il ? Iy Gedle
Jer vsy who can be aoa’o 4 s 2 Rom. il 31.
That alfo was un relp virn me, Becaule {live,
ye jrill Lwe ofe, John xiv, 1g.  But thefe
were cut hints, touches, ard thort vifis, thcugh
very fweet when proient, only they lafted not.

105, Lutsterwards the Lord did more ful-
ly ard gracioufly difcover himfelf unto me, and
indeed did quite, not enly deliver me from the
guilt that by thefe things were faid wpon my
cericience, but alfo from the very filth thereof,
for the temptation was removed, and I was
put ieto my right mind again, as other Chuf
tizns were,

1c6. / remember that one day as / was tras-
ciling into the courtry, snd mufing on the
wickednefs and balyhemy of my heart, and con.
dening of (e enmity that wasin me te Ceod,
that {iripture came in @y mind, He bath'nu e
peace by the blvod of bis crofs, Cor. i. 20, by
w.ich J was madc to fee that day that God and
my forl were friends by his blood ; yea, 7faw
that the jullice of Ged, and my finful {zul,

wd cwbiace and Kils cach other through bis
bood @ this wes a good day to me, £ hepe
fusll not rorget it,

1e7. At avcther Ume, as J was fing by
the fire, wufing on my wietchednels, the ©.oid
made it alfo a precicus word unto nie, ¢ 1or
s muehi then as the chiidren are parrtakers of
feih arnd bleod, te alfo bimfelf likewife teck
part cf the fame, that thicugh death, he g b
defiroy him that had the power of death,
i, the desilyoand deliver thofe who threuy |

=N

7=
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ehe fear of death were ol heir Jife fubje@ 1o e ni :lm.x A proat craerence ,L.““"n S
handage, 7 Heb. 1 11 lj f‘hrmg 1 chat firh wehic s h” ned, and accorciog 1o Marn s
the },50')’ of thofe words Wi then {o v'ewht)’ on f V1O and thar which comes by a vin beng

born thercto of Goty Mat.vit 15,1 Jobnv, 1,

me, that [ was ready m{mm as £ {ar, not 5 DBur o ] S
H ual on row, how v v fou! | ¢
with grief and trouble, bur with folid joy and oWy ow was my fou! led from
troth to H‘mh Lo Goa boeven from the Lirth ard

pr ACl. .
Mo nf :he San of Gad s f |
\"‘( ¢, ! i .)ﬁ O 0 ? 'Conily “.
158, At his time allo, ["u under the minil | 07" ;’ d, to his atconfiun ,!
WY O MR (YL b ] 1 Ve NPLEEE ST o
tr ”} O‘ VI(' G Foard, wi e e {08r me b\’ (x\)d s iRCCS ._(?,?’.. 1 rem neaven to Jlld(?)\. the wor:.,
} )’ . ? - ’ D .?‘.q’.,,, !?"u't"""l f’)U"d ”\(\‘1 ,;.:_, g
grice, was mu h for My Hablity. This man ) N P A e n
) : z\ «t (God was very »”)I untn ing, "r A
made it mush his uzn 5 to dehiver the peo- 0

e v:w&‘t, there wae not any thisp th
c'v(* m Ond o omake koown and ra'-“;;i TR
'i‘»': ves pléafed todo it forme : / mran
ot rme 2t of the gofvel of the Tord Jilus,

ple of Ged fiom all thofz fdie .-1 unfoua”l rets
1 it by aature we are proicto ke fpecial heed
that we tock notup any \..h unon trut, as
from this or that, or ary other man or men, § . L o Tl into | I
bat o cry mightily to Gad, that he would con- e Dwias orderiy sedinto it ; ?“e't!"““}l“'t fo
cise us of the reality th reof, and fet us down \tﬁ’ﬂh ‘;,{ st evidence, fm:zl ’f‘.‘:'ﬂ rs!gts«;n_«."‘{ HE
thorein by his owa {piritin the holy word ; for, | SEUNES em'eri e, the wondaiiul worn of ©ors,
faid hey 1f you do otiervife, when tem’)ta*luns o e Je :‘q (} hrift e fave us, f“;m 1S Cone
comn, i t{mmly. vou rot havmg re:ez'.':d “‘“ and birth, even to his fecend enm mg '
ooy with evis lc'm. from heaven, will find vou "] lpment s mie-thought f was as if / had f‘f?‘?’{
viant thai lelp and ,}renbth now to reiifl, as mm‘ﬁ ;3"" af X {haa ieen him grow up, as
orce you umnnm jou hud, l ol n ll im watk threugh this worlid, fromthe

1og Ths was as fea! fonahle 1o my fonl, a (Mo the "‘!0.’-“. to which alfn when Le came,
the fu.rmer and latrer rawn 1a theic b ﬂi a; le [ {avs hew gently be pave himfelf tobe hanged
had found, and byfad exnerionce, the tm’h of

avd nailed on it for my fins, and wicked doxrgq i
.- . ‘:‘-q a5 h n‘ ~ .\,. ,.,,.
thefe his words. For I had # st. 10 man can [\ [ was niehag en h‘= efr, hat

9 Or) \Li Oq’ m\ 7 ,t) -‘rfp 1 C, J 04 J.’I-’I'". .L’ ‘/’Cl"f

ei’pemal'y when r!mpvei of the devii, T/:. 7

s Cheifl is Lord Lut ez e H:ly Theft. Wlere
?0 ¢ [ tHund my foul, 'hre S grace, very et
to drink in this do@rine, a~d to x...,'u.e to pray
to God, thatinnothing t *‘n pertained to God's
glary and my own eternal haﬂm iz, he would
{uffer me to be withoat the conﬁ.rm.tmn t:ereof
frean hcav»n . for now [ faw clearly, there was
an exceeding difference between the notion of §

fleth and blcod and the revelation of God n

Onwg/.'rr, i Perer 1. 12, 20,

112, Whon [ Lave coniidered alfe e ro |y

( . N .
ofhis refuercétion, aud have romen! "x";i ST

4’!“""/) me ot ;"1.7:':.*), foce  Bavefeca as ot Fe
( ' ‘3 ‘ r} = P RaLs )’,., . g H
i OB Rt p”d 0uat ul t!u. g dves maouth {.’,x 1y clo
bove mifen spain, and hod oo the cogend
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Y« Crace dlovnding
hand of God the Father for me, and have feep
the marner of his coming from heaven to judge
the worid with glory, and have been confirmed
in thefe things, by thefe feiiptures following,
Alts .90 & v, 560 & x. 420 Heb v,
24 &ovmt, 36 Reva1 18, Ones £ was troubled
1o know whether the Lord Jefus was man as
well 25 God, and God as well as 'man; and
tesly o thote days, let men f:y what they
wouldy, unlefs £ had 1t with evidence from hea-
vir, 4 waes nothing to me, [ counted not my-
fe1r it cown in any tiut b of God ;
muchs troubled abour this puist, and could
notteh how tobe refoived s at falt that in the fifth
ot the Revelstion came into iny mind s “Cand /
~held and lo, in the mid{t of the I der {tood
4 lamu [a the midft of the Throre, there
< his *-.,-od head, in the midlt of v Ilders,
rtere i3 his Man hood. Lut O me thought
tros did glifter, 1t was a godly touch, and gave
"weat {atisfaCtion ; that other {cripture alfo
md help me much in this, To us a Child s born,
to is a Som is given, and the government flall
be upon his_fhouiders, and bis name ficll be call-
i Wonderful Counfelior, the nighty Gady the cver-
Jupling  Fathery the Prince of peace, &e. Ha,
1%, 0.
t13. Ao befid a thefe teachings of God in
2 word, dhe ‘Lord made ufe of two things to
rhnn m> in thele things, the one was the er-
Cos b ‘Quakers, and the owher wag t"e
cuiiy of Sins tor as the Quekers did oppme his
. oathy, o Cod din the morecconlivm me ‘o ity
L jeadine e inco the feriptures that did won-
Gy enintem iy and as | faid, ‘he guilt uf
ndidbdn m or il as tha, would

?H‘.

much,

well / was

To the Chief of Sinners. 51
come upen me, the blood of Chrift did take it
o‘?aqam, and that too, fweetly to
the feripiures. O friends, cry to God to re-
veal Jefus Chrilt unto you, thereis none teach-
eth Itke him.

11.4. It would be too long here to ftay, to
tell you in particular, how God did fer me
down in all the thinps of Chrilt, and how he
did, that he mizht o do, lead me into his word,
vea and aifo, how he dul open them unto me,
and caufc them to dwell with me, talk with me,
and comfort me, both of his own being, and the
being of bis Son, and fpirit, word and gefiel,

113. Only thts, as 1 faid !‘.eﬁ:n'e, [ will fay
unts you again, thatin gencral, he was pleafed
to take this courfe with me; firlt to fuffzr me
to be =flited with temptatmno concerning them,
and then reveal them to me; as {fometimes |
fiould lie uader great gui t for fin, even crufhed
to the ground therewith, and then the Lord
weuld fhew me the death of Chrilt, yea, and
fo fprinkling mw coofiiencs witl: his blood,
that [ fhould find, and that be‘ore ! was aware.
that in that confwience, where tut juit now did
veign and rage the Jaw, even there woald reft
and abide the peace and Jove through Canft.

116. Now had I an evidence for heaven with
many golden feals thercon, all haoging in my
fight 3 now could I remeinber this manifeftation,
and the other difcovery of grace with comfort ;
and fhould often long and delire that the laft
day were come, that [ might be forever inflam-
¢d with the fight, joy, and commnunion of hin,
whofe head was crowned with thorns, wlhofe
face was fpit on and bedy broken, and {foul
made an offering for my fins, for whereas be-

ﬂﬁﬁ’\ ‘
ACLOvaIng
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Grace Alounding
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Jore T Hu contin xn”y trembino at "*2 rout]

h
o
[ was po

of helly now me-thouaht tf for thera.
fram, thet I could ner, whea lecked back,

lcarce hilcern it: and, O thour!:t 1, that [
1

were forefcere years ofd now, that L might die
quickly,that my foul might go to reit,

117 But before 1 had g pot thiz far cut of
thefe my temptations, Idxd greatiy long to fee
forez ancient Godly man's expericace, . ho had
written {fome hundred years bc'r o1e [ vis haro g
zi»r thofe who  bad wiitten in our days, [
thoupht {tut 1 defire them now to parton me)
that they had written enly that which others fc’*,
or clfe had through the {trength of their v
and parts, ludied to anfwer fuch o! J‘wons 23
zlsf_y pereetved others were perplexed  with,
without going dowa  themfelves into  the
deep. Wl aftor many tongings in my mind

God m whele Lni are cul :5 ve, did ecank
E:‘»tO my hand (Ul e de vya hook « :",-f;;,;sin l\
oo, Ris commient (,n the Galbit T ‘o old
that 1t was ready to fall to picees, w1 ¢ d but
turnit over, Now ' was pleafed much that fuch
an old Leok had falien into my hand 5 which,
when 1 had but alittle way perufed, T found
my condition 1 Lis mtmzcnce, {o Iarggly and
profoundiy handlcd, as if his hook bad been
written cut of my heart; thic miade me marvel;
for thus theught 1, this man coold nor know
any thirg of the tliie of chiniliins now, ﬁuzt‘
ruft necos write and fecak th f’cxiwr.ﬂn of
rorneer daye. Defides, he doth moit pravely
alio 1o tinr boeok debire of the rife of el
vpraciens, namely b1 hemy, dc( eration and
thoowe Mhewing shot e law of M()ff’s, as well
s the et doah and hell bath a very grea

-

?C‘ fl.u (U’“f(‘f IVESTHNT N 5“"

kand tu-wn which at firlt was very franze
unto s, but by confide :.né and \.:HCi‘u:S, i
found 1¢ {o .nf%ed But of pariculirs here, 1
tntend nm!nng, oy this meo thi=ke, | anilt let
fall before all men, [ do prefor s uooL of
Mr. Luther uvpon the Galatiane, (o
the ho'y Bib! c) beture alt the ’pf)(‘;k\ ..
have feen, as mio(ifit fore @ wnded ;n,z'.-:?:if*nc.f'
118. And now 1 found, «c | 1! hoppht e
I'loved Chrift dearly O me thoighe my {50l
cicaved unto me my sidc@ions cleaie nic
bim. I felt love to himas hot 4 Hre, eadnow
as Job faid, I thought ] fiould cic .. iy bt
Bue 1 dld qmck:y nud that ey pozat Jove
was but htele, and what I, who had as 100 o0t
fuch burning love to }e{us Chnltl coud e
iim go agsin ¢ ¢ very trtfle, God o gl

how to aoafe us ; and can hide puw froun mao,

T
N

Qurckly after this my love was trizd (o - N
119. For after the Lordhad is zf}!s PLatiiee
Ciwoprr ool delr God me Som the i o

.0 cmyraaon, aad bad {4, nic dow: ..o
Iy in the fiirh of bis hoty gofpal, ans o0 ehy

me fu”h {t-org cen f'“fa*mn r.x.é ofcz‘}:f’: G nee
from iicaven tous hing mv Inwevelt o L Lov
through  Chrift 5 1he tf'nqt Cutic upbn 1
agatny ani that wich @ more grevos. aid droud-
{ul temptaiion than Lefore,

120. And that wae to fe ar F e it
vl b'effed Ch il toe v Dl Fie ool ar
t)zJ 11/ Jor any ik ny s the temiel g T,
nie for the ﬁ‘am_- of a vear, un’ il los e
fo continually, that T wis uot ol ot = ooe
n a nGith, no, not lun, DTS QG et
Riiay Gpithier,

to, Ax..; tho?y 1 my jdomint & wos o
- [ »

dd}'g

i, ua io 1ot oo,
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{uaded, that thofe who were once effeCtually in
Chnid, (as 1 hoped, through his grace, I had
{feen m)-xel ) could never lofe him forever, (for
the land fhadl not be fold forever, jar the land is
nIne, L.nh Gud, Levit, xxv. 3.) yet 1t was
4 conrtipval vexation to me, to vhink that [
fhou'd bave fo much as one fuch thought wihin
ne againlt a Chrit Jolus, that had doue for me
45 ne haa done,

122. Dut it was neither my diflike of the
ht, nor yet any defire or endcavour to re.
Tz, rhet o the lealt did (bake or abate the
. 1'51’1"~a11.01\, or force and ftrength thereof ; for
ie did always in alwoft whatever § thought, in.
cermik ofeli therewith s but i H the temptation
veuld come, Sell Gheifl for thisy fdl Chrift for
thity, [/l bimy [fell hin.

123. Somcdmes it would runinmy thoug} ts
Rot 1o 'little 4s an hundred times together, {cll
him, fell him, fell him; againlt which, I may
fuy, for whole hours topether, I have been
forced 1o (tand as continually leaning and torc-
i1 m) fpicit againilt it, left haply before 1
were aware, fuome wicked thought might arife
in ny heart that might coofent thereto ; and
fomerives alfo the tempter vould make me bes
Feve 1 had conlented to i, then theuld I be as
rorured upen a sack tor whole days together.

121, | bis ten Nty u(. d d 'put e to fuch
feaas b ”’-u.,u al loncenn [ fdy conient
thorone, @l b2 oovorzeme tade V'uh thas by
the very fcoce of conand 1o laboring to gaw
Co,ond redst this vackeoniis, my very bUdV

\} R | '.ﬁ, T._' ' lA: ;1 "‘ :"'l . -YS \("‘ it\lll[)qg hl ‘L’av 0(
P Coey ’5':;:,“?(’,? ?:';‘ r',fm.:mp, 45 fon. s
e Czfove bad, i) ey 3owall oot 1 will

To the Chicf of Sinners. [
not, I will not, no, not for thoufands, thovfands,
thonfands of worlds; thus reckoned, left I
thould o the midit of thefe aflaults, fet too low
a va'ue of hum, even until | {carce w2l knew
wlhiere | was, or how 1o be compofed :9.i

125. At thefe {ealors he would not let me
pet my food is quict, bhut forfooth, when I was
{ct atvhe table . my mazat, 1 malt 5O heaze to
proy, | malt leave my food now, jult now, fo
conbttfan noly would this devil be. When L
veeathow tepted, 1o fhould fay in *ny*{f%!f, now
1o at mear, letmemeoie evend:  No, faid
Ley, it doitnow, or | thould difpleafe God,
and G boife Chnfl, Wherefore | was much af-
flictes with thefe things; and becaufe of the

fistuloets «f my nature (itpining that thele
ti! n S v ore 103 )ths f"m“ Gud) 1 fhould dmy
to do 1t as u ! denied God; and then fonid L
L»: a3 ou;! iy , becaute 1 did not obey a terpia.
fon of the aevily as it [ had broken the law of
God indeed.
125. Butto b brief,

or¢ morning as ] iry fa

bed, 1 was as at otner tintes moft tiercely afs
] * , iy !
fauited wrh tihis terapicion, o /o) and pari

) o - 0 y e sy
a.iis Chryl s the wiched wugoeiticn ] ran.
mne inmy mind, S.X Din, fel /zm, ,e// hint,
Sell Limiy s falt as wowan could fie apa it
which aliv .o my mind, as o orer n:;:'zs, 1 ece
{were ! Ny, no, 6ot for thoy! ‘».,Js, : ,
at Irafl twenty tisnes toguihor ) bataniall, wfics
woch Loviog, vaal o owes el oy ol br-.w.zs,
thrcegh my heart, Lieg
Bou g if ne w0 wed oot aMfo. char 1
fole my hoart coaleat thereto 3 and where was
my iove to Cha't now ?

127. Now was the battle won, cnd jouwn

| SO O DA RYYL AL Vit
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Grace x’.@a:uz.‘;';'ng'

hully, 1 thought it was rather to be (mc,crﬂmd
as relating more chicfiy to thofe who lud
natural cRa e commutted fuch thinps as are ther
mentioned, but not to me, " ho had not onl
1y
rufncd éxgh; and mercy, but that hath bou‘}’,
after, and a fo contiai ' i
to that, {liphted Cheif
dS 1 huL‘ (; 0, y ’ gh Ld \'h”“
f 133. Licaced therefore hat this wicked 64
S!m;nv, aizot be that fip unjpardonable, of
sach he htre thus fnenket) - Lut / ’
T ut he 1hag
ad i eme gginnfl the ) Y Ghafl hath ey
fJI"' ("“’ZC J, llft Iy I}t ul]l ‘ 'y o / { ‘
xwauf, H. Apd ] r‘nu the rather give credit

{
tu thi:, Lew”"«: of that !
oF that {entence in the Hc-’

d ing

f’d/ am.malwn,

Llf-‘v’C
- “Tor you know how thay afiey veards,
when he weuld have inherjred
Vas v oSt r
Foected s for Lie fhund no place of repen.
;ch,, tl;ounh he foushy it caretully with rears,
or this fluck always with me.
t 124 And pow | becin to labor to cal]
e /2
t-] .xalt’v as paft, wifh; ing a thoufand Umes
IU;}C; :;; dy that the day was yet to ceme, wh
C { ,
il uld be tempred to fuch a §n ; mnc.udzrg
y J%“j{t indigration, both agumﬂ heart,
:ih all altanlts how | wayid rather lwg heen
born Im '; teces, than hu, - confented l.ore (o ;
ut alas ! thefe thoupt oo wathines. and
folviny e bely e e
8BSy were nosw o o

the bleflinp, Le

ffdln

the t} aupkt L 216 belp me ;e
L d\‘ ’utl\. \; i,' l‘ (
! y bears, God Laon et
¢ po, anJ Ianm .‘.«.12“ Gt oboughe I, that
I ‘ e
:l {:( Gea NUT. /) mr ¢ ¢ SIS T T "’ St a a 'y ‘/If' / l ILI ]
' . B ls’.’ S0 .'.. (. }
Qi cfl (JL( p( r/(f 11"!" : ) Xaly, 2 ’
135, Thei ar L ioth
. 50 ‘:’tl. dcins boieioth Lo g vlimg
}nil , | '.Jl{jm A I (1 I TS U TR, fpge
to 1 . S ! Y awea e
i H l (,U(lU I oAt )) LA tf. {"( ¢
i . ’ ! PR R ‘ “ iﬂ "‘.5
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To the of Sinners.

59
ered David’s adultery and murder ; and found
them molt heinous crimes, and thofe two com-
mitted afier light and grace received ; but yet
by confidering, 1 perccived that his tranfgref-
fions were only fuch as were againil the law of
Mofes, from which the Lord Chirift could with
the confent of his word deliver himi 5 bur mine
was againft Gefpel, yea, againft the medictor

thereof, [ had fold my Saviour.

136, Now again, fhould 1 be as if racked
vpon the wheel, when 1 confidered, that ‘scfidcs
the puilt that poffefied me, T fhould be fo void
nfp:ace, {o bewitching ; what, thought ], muﬁ

it be no fin, tut this ! muft it needs be the
Mult that

great iranfgr ffien ? Plall xix. 13.
vicked oie touch my foul 1 John v 18, O
whiat (iinps did 1 find in ail thefe fentences !

139. What ! thought I, is there but one &

that is wnpardonabic ! but one fin that layeth
the fuul without the reach of God’s meicy, and
meit 1 be puilty of that! is there but one fin
amongft fo marny millions ¢! fing, for which
there 1s no forgivenels and muft T commir this !
Ch! unheppy man! Thele things would fo
treak and confound my fjirit, that 1 could nct
tell v hat to do, 1 thought at unves they would
have bicke my v vits, and ilill 1o agaravate my
svlery, that would runinaw Ly N3 ind. 2w lnose,
that afieiveirs, <xlen be coculd nberited the
bleilivg, he was v 8elo Gkl ononz knows the
teriors of thefe days but my el

138, After this, 1 came to confide: of Pe-

ter’s in, which lic comminted 1 denyvipg his
Mafter : and indcdd vi‘?s camc 1*i-(;hcﬂ RS Y ey
Uf anvy 1t Qu I COu. d l L r{‘r "'1" h.,‘l 'L‘L. l :.

1 . -~ -
vaviour, as &, alto ..;,:;c evd moey roinved
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Eutthou ! om ol thete el milances toged
G thar e le T Zught fina b '*‘:i 3 yc;t I con
bdceed o m, thet his was but a Ao,/ of his
Pl ek mn.f.\ s a /L./.m cj wy Seviur,

‘1‘ ‘lklkd..

a'c} hought wilh myfcit, thu / came
¢ udas, thar cither David o1 Peter.
120w Fieie again, my tormen: would flame
et and yea, 1t would grind nse, (a8
o b poveder, te cenlider the prefervation
L oC t::wa** crizersy while 1 fell futo the
For thuz cnp -;dcnm other men’s fing,
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frund that
was apainft my {hzvmgs, s C
mitrod with gy deltberation ; but mice 1
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rhix s and O, thouoht /, if it fhouid
eadih of an buair, 'what & happy
and by cohfdenng {
jw Jaz did his intentiorally but mine
befides his was com-
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mioit b decrecs of thar, as wt” as of other
mrnxc,. cniy wheretfore, {orought I oot could
oariquity of wine Hht be fuch 43
’ er be vafi-d by, |
[ was often now afhan.ed that 7 thould
uch an volv men oy Judac; / the
allo, 1hne 7 couid e a ¢0orl man,
belicved had a 7004 car;fcwn:e, vut / dhould
goy heart tremble at hum, wiic [ was 1 his
preferce.  Fnow low a ol in walking wich
God, and whatit was to have 4 pocd conliience
belure Linm,
i4q4. [ was much abous this time terented 1o
wontent myfelt, by recavicp fome &w Gpirion
s tht there theuld bz no fuch thiiy 25 a m;;
of judprnent 5 that we fhould not rifé andi,
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temnter fuggefling thus, For if thee things |

fhoul! indeed be true, yet to believe otherwile,
would yield you eafe for the prefent. Jt you mull
perifh, never torment yourfelf fo much befor
hand, drive thouphts of damning out ef your
mind, by pofleflicg your mind with fome {uch
conclufions that Atheifts and Ranters ule to
help themft lves with.

145. But when fuch thoughts have pafled
thro’ my heart, how, as it were with a {tep, hath
death and judgment been in my view. Metho't,
the Tudpe ttond at the duor, [ was asif 1t was

come alrzady 3 fo that fuch thinge could have no

entertainment 3 but methinks 1 fee by this, that
Saran will ufe any means to keep the foul from
Chiri't. Heloveth not an awakened frameof [pirit,
{zcurity, blindnefs, darknefs, & error, is the very
kingdom and habitation of the wicked one.
(46. 1 found it hard work to pray to God,
becaufe defpair was fwallowing me up.

for always when £ cried to God for mercy, this
would comie in, it is too late 3 I am loft, God
hath tct me fall not by correction, but condem-
Baion :
concerning 1ofau how that after he had (old Lis
birth right, he would Lave received the blefling
but was rejeted.

147. Thea was [ fliuck into a very grea
trembling, infomuch that at fometimes / could
for whole days-topether feel my very body, 2
well as my mind, to fhake and toter under the
fonfe of the dreadful judgment of God, that
Mou'd fall on thofe that have fioned that mnl
fearful and vopardonable fin. £ felt alfo fucha
¢logping and beat at my ftomach, by reafon of

g1

' I tho’t
7 was as with a tempeft driven away from God,

My fin is unpardonable, and / know

{ brefi-bone weuld fpiie afunder.
| of thiat concerning Juitus, Whe by bis fuiliv
Vbt tenyy burid afunacry il all bis fotea 5 R
I 1y8. 1 feared alfo, that this was the mark
Lhat the Liovd did fer on Cata, cven continual
fear wod trembiing under the heavy Inad of guile
that bz hadd charged on him for the blood ¢f his
yheother  Abel. Thus did T fheink uniier the
burden that was upon me ; which burden did
fo opprifs me, that T conld not be at ret or
aufet.

149, Yet that faying would fomerimes come
to mind, e bath received giits for ilz relellious,
Plal. Ixvin, 18, The relellicus ! \Why furely,

{ihought I, they are fuch as once ware uader
! IS . . [3 .
fubje@ion to their prince, even thofe who after

they have {worn fubjetion to his goveramcnt,
have taken up arms againit him.
| 150, This T fometimes thonght on, and
‘\ﬂa-;mid iaour 1o take hold thereot, that {ome
dnall rerrethment might have been concetved by
‘me ; busin this alfo, I miffed of my defire. ’
rer, Ofter Tohad thus confidered the fvg of
the fgiirs v partienler, and found 2:ne went
beyend thois 1 began to thiok thos wirth my-
klt,  Set rhe cale 1 fhould put all theiis tog sthe

fuy and mine alone again{l them, mighi I not

yPen fod fome enceuragement 2 Lor if mine,
yhough bigacr than any one, yet (hould be equal
Wally then there is hopes; fer that blood that
a1 virtue cnough to wath away all theits, hath
wriue encugh to do away mine, tho’ it be binpuy
ban ali 1heire. Here again I fhould confider tise

»

b of David, of Solomen, of Manalich of Pe-
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ory and the relt of the great cfnders, ard
fhouid wlio labour whaf [ might, with fairnefs

aporavate ther fins,
1520 L ihould think with myielf that David
ned bhood to cover his aduhvry, ansd thit by

the fword of the children of Ammon, a wrk

that could not be done but by eonumunn-e, .

iberate contrivance, which wesna ';'f\.'zt HDLELS
o0 13 s bns o Bat then this would ros g
n2: o Ah, but thele were but fins ny an{t the
law, {rom which there was a Jelus fvat to fove
them, but yours s z2na'att the Saviour, aad

who thall fave you from thar ?

53, Uhea Eeaought on Solemon, and how

e finned, i joving ftrarge wonen, in falling
2oy to o Hols, in o bobding them temples,

b b s after Dok in his old ape, after

«
pouat oy rocowved bt the fame conclubin
pioar et oty 4t the former conlidorauon cat

n.x oif ac e rlm; namaly, that all thole vire

bot Gos aandt the low, for which G bal
11 ‘ .fs-'.l. :l I“m"’wy, ut 1 ‘]n{ {()ld Y %‘;H;fr.,r
and there now remained po more facriice r

{in.

1540, T would then adid o ¢
Mz fies ef Maaaileh, how that he bl
in the houle of the

{>rvod times, ufed enchantn oo, b
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iim one c¢onh
iy fin
my Sa‘o;; qey and that oo, i oA H,
I had 10 my heart {aid of inm, let inm aoif be
wil. Q! me-thouphy, this fin was bigger thaa
the finsofa w

v
by

hale nation or Kinodom. or cf tie
whole wmtd, air of them tegether was ﬂut ok
to equal mine, which out went thom all.

166, Now I flioald my mind to {2
frem God, as from the tace ot 2 dreadiul juipes
yet this was ry torment, 1 could not efcap: s

fc.'.“,; !

hacd, (4 s a fearfu! .f.'w"m {2 fa)! i,m P
bands Q/'tl‘fvf Lemg Gy Hleb, x.) But biaT- i
be his grace, that fooere in thede dying fios

would caif as tenoine aor e, Bioga
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rigeented teesy Hae xhive 220 But 1 oceuld
ot rerery, bt flad, th{)ugh at fomumes it
croc by Chienin, erorny? as bt did toilow ats
- 1

to clac i therewih,
cve from Gre 3y for thatot!o
Ny conacnce, ¢ For vy
tht he winld

a1 e d
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havoanhaed thoe bictng, 10 s orggelted, e
"7- Cuce u’%l Wais v b "Q I oa pood
man’s fiap, bemoaning to eyl my fad anl

\)!eful “t{" dﬂ,;"":;{ m }ul& withe abhiviceoe
for this wicked and un"uuiy thought 3 Jaraent-
g alfo this hard hap of miac, for that 1 fhou'ld
coumit fo preat a fin yroaly feming, ©ihouid

et be pardoned it’**; vy sy hear,
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agati it the «Toly Chelt the Lord would fliew
itoane s And being now sy.-;;a:’j, ¢ fink with
™ ' e nad ruthed

H
far, fuddent
\é.ig uuufn') t kie ‘-‘uﬁ{ A

S ks

et tne window, the volie of vind upen e,
tur very tleafart, ard st 1 had Pearda veice

T N o e S
fperliry, Ll wiver refife o Le Jufified
. ? M e - : :

fie St op A7 And wathaty, my v i':.;i-.:
fice of ;‘x(fu) 0D padt, WOS & miorent opered

unte ne, wierem | owas
U Fad net,
0.

de to fce, that de.
Lyginedly fomy heart aviwered greon.
gy, I Then fell with power thae word
of God vyenm c, See that je refufe bim net that
Jpeaketh, Fcb. xii. 24, What this was [ know
vot : | have mct yet in twenty years time, been
able to mzke a judgment of it. I thcught then
what here I (heuld te loath to fprak. DBut
vertly that fudden rufhing wind, was as if an
Argel bad core vpon nie; both it and the
{aivtation, I will leeve wrul e day of judy-
ment, on'y this | fay, 1t commanded a great
caim in my foal; irperfuaded me theare n..Ekt
te hepe 5 it fhewed me as | thought, what the
fin unpardonable was, and that my fou] had yet
the bldfed privilege to fly to Jefus Chnift for
n'ercy Dut, 1 fay concerninﬁ this difpenfa
t.en, | know not what yet so fay unto it, which
wis alfo in tiuth the caule that at firtt [ did not
fpeak cfit in the bock, 1 do row alfu leave it
be theught cn by men of feund judpment.
1lay rot the flrefs of my fahaucn thacupon,
bur ujen the Lord Jefus in the premife s yet
fccmg [ «m here untclding of my fecret things
I theughi it migkt not be altogether mcx},emect
to Tt s Llfo thew idelf, theugh | cannot now
reiate the metter as there 1 did cxperience it

Fhis laCed inbe favew of ity for abeut thice

1o,

R A S ——

QNRArs,

3 7
¥ 1 at
or four udys, and then 1 bocan to muinelly and

to defpair again,
158, Whaerefore, {hil! My dafe hung i doghe
f¥ ne me nol knowing wwhich seay L fhouid 1
v thiy, 1 found my foul defire, tven to c;,:':
':-"..:'r at the foot of prace, by nrayer and Gipoh
cation.  But, O, 1t was hu r"! fir me to bear
the face ic pray to this Chri!t for mercy, againit
whom I had thuz molt vilely finned! yet [
knew this muft be the way, for mercy was no
where elfe.
1¢9. Which when the temptcr perceivelt, he
ftronply fugge!fe:! to me. That | ought not to
pray ¢ to Goi, for prayer wus not fur any ia
ry cafe, neither can it do me good, becanlz
] had rejected the Mediator, by \vhom all pray-
ers came with scueptaace (o God the Im..,,,
and without wnoi, no prayer could come inra
Lls prefence 5 wherelore, now to pray, is bt
o add [in to fin, fecing God ha'h catt voy off
is the rext way to amer and ofund Lim inore
than ever you = { Leore,
160, For CGood (faid hie) hatli been weary {:sf
vou for thefe fevetal vears aiready, beeaufe v
are none Sfhiz your bhawltag in his s Ladh
been no pleafant vorce t~ him and thercfore he
let you fia 115 {in ;o that you might be oure cut
off, and will you {Ml. This e Jdovil
rped an’ dec forthy Uit 1o numbers, w

Mofee faid o e o0ib

are
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! 3
oren of Jfreu-.. ¢ "|'lag
be‘“u{é they v uld cot go v to noiicfs the land,
“ s \de vould have t%uﬂ, L‘ cr"fur- tavever
al e did barr the - hence, thouauh
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== as Jeab was by king So.omon, wlen he
;' oacht o fnd fhel*“r there, 1 oiungs 27,
’ 'l’imf e praces did pinch me very {ore,
being delperas e 1 thoupht with my.
215, 1 can but die, and if it muit be fo. it hal
nnce befaid, that fuch 2 ore dizd ot the £ oo of
hnit i praver, t:::':. I, but with great
shy, o Ged dmh‘,now; for il that fayg
it 1nfny weuld be fet ar we b evin like
» namino tword, to Leen the way of the Tlice of
i<t I fhould mke thcreof, and five. Q
vha inews, how hard athing 1 feund 1t w
ceare o Godan proy
Hr‘.?. l(th 'dH‘O t'r\. (:? dle
;»“\y': of God for me, bat | feared that God
v outd pive them ro heart to s yea, 1 tremb.
b1 in my foul '0 cir ks that iony or other of
Y= Qe wouaid tddl me, thar Cod had faid
werds to them, t!oat he once did fav to
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e iiere therefore 1 had but cold comfore,
borraliing 2 itcd'e more with hin, 1 found mm,
tho” & eood mun, a {trarper (o much cembag
with the Deovile Wiierenie, went 1o od
agin, as weilas I cont!for morey £l

104 Now alfo aid 1l : tempeer bopgin
nmock me in my ey, faying, that {eomg L
bad ']‘"S perted wi:‘nhc Lord Fefus, and pra-
vehed himto ditricaiore who would have flocd
between my (Gui, wnd the fleme of devf;vniwg
fire ; there was row butore vav, and that was,
i ]?r ay that G ile Farher no u'd f. f!f*:' Aloda.
yor betqint bis Sw ::m/' mey that we night be
.etonulea auatn, ti ot L might have that
bencfit in Lim, th<.c bias b lcﬂui Saints enjoyed

165. Then did that fcripture ldize upon my
fou!y, He is of ung m'na’ and avlo can turn /i ?
Oh! I faw it vazas euly to perfuade him to
make a new worlu, a new coveranrt, or o
bible befides that we have already, asto v icr
fuch a thing : this was to prrivade him, thoe
what he had dene already, wus meie tol \., an-d
to varfuade Lim toaler, voa, 1o Caddiinu tie
shoic way of falvation ;) ard den would har

f,.\,mi’. rent my foul atunlery meit? o s il e

4,

..}»1
[

to

RN
l);'\ :‘C\.!.

/ ‘ .
coat! n o any ler gur tire s ows ST
AR Y !.n\l.(’l, K oM . /‘ i 1, (S »L’y
] / ‘ )
We il o A STERARED B
160, \< RUNSURIE reey wnd BT, st o
LIFUS Vo tos \J :-.‘(.‘ f\" ‘;‘u:) \\’CA !\'e “\ -.l‘

tooaelis b, muy

et ot i o d

Ay oy L. N Yoo Y
b’d: DG G BN PR ! ' .. ' u:'\‘ Lt [ T8 -
| S ' Y o ) '

o b th v ab ey b < '
v N / ! . e, '
Dathile, ©2 o 0 ot
[\ > . ) ‘«1 J 4 | !
SYI Tos Sl {1, sy st Ll .
>
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the Saviour, turn Lion, and defreyer, Row,
vi. T alfotrembied, ac | have faid, at the fioht
of the fuints of God, efpecially at thofz tha
greatly loved him, and that made it their bi-
nels ro watk cnntmuady with him 1n this world g
for they did both in their words, their camag o8,
and all their exoreflions of tendernefs, and fear
of fin agunfl the precious Saviour, condemn,
lay gui’t upon, and «lfo add continual affliction
and :ham& unto my foul.  Tpe dread of them
cwas put npon mz, and I trembled at God’s Sam-
pels, 1 Sam. XVl 4.

167. Now aifo the tempter bepan afrefn to

mock my foul faying, that Chritt indeed did.

pity my cale, ahd vas forry for my lofs; bat
for as much as | had finned, and t-anfg'cﬂcd as

. had sione, he could by no means help me,
nor fave me from what [ feared ; for my fin
was not of the nature of theirs, for v.-hom he
bled aind dicd, neither was it counted with thofe
that were laii to his chiarge when he hanged on
the tree s therelore, unlefs be  fhinuld come
down fiom heaven, and die anew for this fin,
timuvh ndeed he did great’y pity me, yet |
cou'd have no beoefir of him.

165, Baty, O how this wou'd add to my af.
flitiun, to concelt t3'at i hould be puily of
fuch afin fur which he did not +i+.  r'hete
thoughis wou'ld o mnmumi e, wad ioorifon
rie, dnd tie me us from faith, tia 1 know not
wha* to do:  Bar, U0, tou bt o, that he
woutd come down apara ! O, thy ez WOik of

inan's lcd:'n'll"' JToas ey b fone “y Ot
how wowin by - 0 Lt b wo coant nd
receant e - oo o he
dica ) |

Jphcmon of puiir, und yielding

To the Chicf of Sinners. ~ 1
being raifed from the dead, dicth no more ; death
baih no more deminion cver bin, Rom. vi. o.
169, Thus by the ftrange and nnufuzl affaults
of the tempter, was miy fou} like a broken vedit!,
driven as wizh the winds, and tolled fometimes
headlong inte defpair, fometimes upon the cev-
enant of works, and fometimes to wifh that the
rew covenant, and the conditions therec,
might, {o far as I thought myfelf concerned, be
turned anoiher wiy, and changed,  Dutin ail

| thefe, 1 was but as thefe that joflle a, ainft the

rocks, more txoken, {cattered and rent. O,
the unthought of lmagmahons* frights, lears
end terrors th at are affected by a Lhorough ap-
Lo delpemtmn.

This 1s the man that hath his dwelling among
the tembs

. 9
el
SWatil

the dead ihat s always crying
out, and cutting himifelf with ftores, Mark v,
1, 2, 3. But, I fay, all in vain, defperation
will not con:fort him, the old covenant will not

fave Lim. Na), heaven and earth fhail pa afs

"away befure one jot or tittle of the word and law
{ef grace fhall faii or be removed ;
| this 1 felt, and under this I grcaned

this | faw,

Yet this
wvantage I got thereby; mamely, a further
tnfirmation of the certainty of the way of fal-
vaton, and the fcriptures were the word
o God. Oh! I cannot now exprefs what
then | fuw and felt of the fteadinels of Jefus
Chrift, the rock of mean’s falvation, what was
done could noe be undone, added 1o nor ulterec ;
ndeed fin might drive che foul beyord Ciriit,
tven the fin whxcn is un, irdonable, but woo o
bini that is fo diiven, for the word would {Lut
bim out,

170, Thus was I always finking, whatcver
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I did think or do. Che dav 1 wallkro th 1
neibbauing wown, and it dowaupenad fetrie ‘sn
-L)_t-n Vi & . , | S _fq".. ,‘!, . ,: Y\:
e ety and fell into aduep piuie abOus :
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caulz of rejuicing for thofe that held to Jefus:
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ve 1. Thus Towent en for aiany weeks, foime.
s celore d and Luaneta es tormentd, and
eipeally gt fupictimes my worment would be ve.
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gty dor all thede feriptures before named i

y dconenton wat would keep me out of heaven,

inenagam §fhould booin o repeat that o
that teuzny weot through me, | fhoald aliv

hiok thus with my{at, why how muny feriptores
are ticie apatndt e © there s but thiee or four,
and cannot God mifs three, and fave me for all
ther ! fometdimes again, 1 fhould think, if it
were not for thefe three or four words, now,
how might I be comforted 5 and { could haidiy |
forbear at fometimes, to wiik thein out of the
Eock. |
1g2. Then me thought I hould fee as if Pe.
ter, Pauly, and Jokn, and all the witers did
ivon with fcorn upur, and hold me in durifion
and as 1f they faid vato me, all our words are |
truth one of as muchiiorce as apother 5 itis not
we th.t have cut you off, but you have cudt away

yourfeif 5 there is none of vur frntences that you
mufl 1<ke hola upon, but thefz, and fuch as thele
It is dnpofihe o iber: remiins o facrifice for fin,
Faehe vi o Zaud 1 hed been Letter fur thom not
bave K owi oty to tuin troin the hoiy conrmand.

to have hooen the will of God, than after they
micit denvered vnto them,

foripiutes Cuunut Le Divnen.”’

ig3 Lhefe are the elders of the city of re-
tage, 1 law, weie to be the judges both of my
cale, and me, while ! ftood with the avenger of
cived wi my hLeels, trembling at their gaw for

1cb, x. For the

the biobiews wouid be fet betore me, as the on- ¢

T'o the Chicf of Sinners. 8y
Joliveranee @ alfo witha thoufand fears and .r‘n?f-
crufts, that they ‘would fhut me out forevery
{ ‘e 2. ‘
JU‘*‘; f\h‘.,h\?js [ was canfou_m:{ed, not kqoxvxzwgf_t'\:}t:aF
to vu, uor how to be fatisfied in this que; \‘m.xﬁ
« Whether, the fcriptures could agreen the fa Ni
dion of my foul,” | quaked at the Apolties ;\;t
knew thewr words were Lrue, and that they mui
and forever, .
{t ‘;;5. And 1 remember one day,{ as I washwi
diver{e frames of fpirit; and confideriag t df
thefe frames were il according to the n-atm:e:;.
the fzveral feriptures that came 10 upon My ;mn ;
if this of grace, then 1 was quich but if tuajlt O':f
Efiuw, then tormented. ¢¢ Lord, t’r}oaght 1’ 1
both thefe faripires would meet with my 1ea'rj:
at once, ] wonder which of them would gy‘t
the better of me.””  So me-thought, 1 had!a
lonping mind that they might come bo;l? to§i§31-
er upon me; yea, i detired of God t ,cyf‘n.tg {J
195. Well, about twoor three fiays afier, r.
they did indeed ; they bolted botd vpon me 2;
a time, and did work and ftruggle in u,po‘nu:r{.
for a while; at laft, that about .hf'au 5 bm;
right began to wax weak, and withdraw ; afrh
this about the fufficiency of grace prevan}ed \;m ;
peace and juy. Aond as 1 was 102 e a‘U:n
this thing, that fcripture came home up
me, Mercy rejoiceth againfl judgment, James
. 13
: 1937. This was 2 qudel' to me, yet truij QIE'
am apt to thiok it was of Gad, for ;he word A
the law and wrath, but give place to the word ©
life and grace : becaule, tho’ the worclf ‘(')ff conc.-i
demanation be ploriaus, yet th2 word of lite an
{alvation, duth far exceed in glory, 2 Cor. iil.
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3, 0, 10y 11. Alfo that Mifes and Litas
muil both vaoith and leave Chiift ar.d his Su
alone. S
1G8. This feripture alfo, did now mofl fweer.
Jy _v:Izt my foul, And bim thae cometh 1o e u[
will in w0 wife cajl out. O thys comfort that 1
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l;;:}?s, ] witd never Jenye f'/u'v'p, nor forj.de "’{""'f"
:&b, Xim. 5. O Lord, fiid [, but [ hav: ictt
three s then it anfwered arin, ¢ bat 1 wil not
foave t?‘:c:\«.’ 7 Jorhis oG X God atfo.
: ind ey g vt oy, dee.
Ve v io oflouded hiny s T oceuht gy Leen
tavtoane clad ot thoupht ha sever be-

fullen, (o Uie vV j . -
y e e, Ddiowplt, U could wik: more

To the C /Jif‘fcf Sinners. 83

Y pafe and frecdom have leaned umon his prace ;
§ | {cc it was with me, as it was with Jofeph's
d bretheen, the guilt of their own wickeducfs, did
I {o often fill them with fears, that their broulier
¥ wonld at laft defpife them, Gen. 1. 15.

z01. But above all the [criptures | yet did

{ mect with, that in the twentieth Jofhua, was

the greateflt comfort to me, which fpeaks of the
flayer that was to fly for refuge. ¢ And 1if the

f avenger of blood purfue the flayer, then, faith

Moles, they that are the elders of the city of
refuge fhall nat deliver him into his hands 5 be-

| caufe he fmote his neighbor uawittingly, and

hated him not aforetime.’ O bleflzd be God for
this word ¢ I was convinced, that I was the
flayer ; and that the avenger of blood purfued
me. 1 felt with great terror, only ncw it re-
mained, that I inquire whether I have right to
enter the city of refupe 7 fo 1 found that he
wult not wwhe lay in wais to fhed blood ; bat he
who unwiitingly, or that did unawares thedblood
evenp who did not bate his neghbor, before,
Wherctore,

zo2. 1 theaght vertly | was the man that muit
enter, for becaufe 1 had fmitten myv neighbor
unwitlingly and hated him vov afvre.lime. 1 hated
him oot afore-uinie no, I prayed unto him, was
‘ender of finning againit him; and againft this
temptation, | had fhove fora twelve month be-
fore. yea, and aifo when it did pals threuh
my hourt, it did o {pite of niyreeth s whore.
fore, I thought 1 had right to enter the ciry,
and the elders, which are the apoftles, weoe
act to dehiver me up. This therclore was groat
comfort tu me, and did give ho
Yer being very criti

3]
A
o

Oy
b [ormy finart
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202,
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Pad made me that I knew not what ground was
fuve cnough to Lear me. 1 bad one cueftion
that my foul did much defire to be refoired
about : and that was, ¢ Whether it Le poflible
for any fou! that hath indeed finned the unpare
donable {in, yet aiter that to receive, tho' but
the lealt viuc fpniteal comfort from God thre’
Chnit ° Which atier | had much confidered,
I found thz aniwer was, Noy they could not:
and that for thefe reafons ¢
204. 1Y, Becavfe thofe that have finned
that fin, they are debarred a fhare in the blood,
oi the lealt cround of | hope, and {o of f,nntual
comiort, fur fuch there remains nafacrzﬁw for
Jin. Heb, x. 26, 27, 2dly, Becaufe they are
dented a thare 1 the promife of hfe ; they (hall
n‘*ve. b zorgncn ne;her in this wcnd 0or 10
that which 15 to come, Mauh. xii 3t. 3dly,
i*‘e Son of (God excludes them allo ‘rom a
hare 1o his blefled interceflion, beieg rorever
aihamed to own them both vefore his tloly 1.
tiser, and theblelled Angels in Leaven, Muik vai,
2¢5. When T had wuh much delibesution
conl; Jcreu of this matter, and concluded that the
Lord had comferted mwe, and that too, after
this my wicked f{in: then me. thought] durft
venture to come nigh unto thole molt tearful and
tert:ble fr np rures with which all this while [
Lad been do gieatly affiighted, on which indeed
before I durlt fcarc: caﬁ mine cye, (yea had
much ado an hundred time, to forbear withing
them cut of the Bu.ble, for I thouphit they wou!d
detiroy rmae) but now 1 fay, 1 begaru to take fome
meufure of eacourapement, to come clofe to
thc.n, to rend iher, and cnn(*der them, and to
weigh their fuope and wendency,

To the ()'ffaiej’ of Sinners. 83

206. The which when [ b=gaa to do, I found
their vifape changed; for they lool > nut {u grim-
by as before [ 1 hought they did : and 1(}, T cane
vo the fixth of the Hebrews, yPr dem! linn for
fear it (hould ftrilie me ¢ whicl when ! bhad con-
fidered | found that the tailing theve intended,
was a falling q”ite away, z!w is as [ conceiv-

.4, a hlhnrr trom, amd an abloiute denying ot

the gofpel, "of remiffion of Cns by Cf.hu, for
from tham the Apoftle bepins his argument,
veilz 1, 2, 3. rHy, I found that thes fatiing
away mull be openly o the vizw of the worl!
even [0 as to an coen thame, 3dly, [ fourid
that thofe he there intended, wore foraver
hut 1wy of Gol, both ia blindngis, hardne! s,
and impenitency ¢ It is inpoljible J'n:’_}vu//.)c"iru
recwed ogasn unlby rerentance. Lv ‘;xii t’\“
puticalars, [ fomnd, to God's evericihing rraite,
my lin was not the finin this place intended.

207, Thea { coantiderad ti','.t tn the teath of
the Flobrews, and found that the wiltal e,
there mientioned, 15 not every wiitul fin, bu:
that 12 which deth throw off Chrtdy and then
his commandments too.  edly. VThar muelt b
donc upenly, before two or three wiinefi.3, to
anfwer that of the liw, verf: 28, gdlv, "Uhis
{in cannot be commirted but with greae dof a;u
dsne to the fpirit of grac: ueﬂx fing botiv the
dilaifions from that i, and the e el fsﬁa:;s t
the contriry @ butthe Load knows, th mv {in
was devilih, yet o did rot ancuie to tiscle

207, And as touching that 1o the tw th of
the Hchrews, about E{au's feninghis birth righr,
tho’ this was that which kitled me, and ftood
hike a fpear againtt me; yer cow Loid coulider,

2

(s
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€5 Grace Abounding
t, That bis was not a hally thought aginl
t’w continual labour of his mind : but . a t‘mvght
canferted to, and put in Py adtice like wife, and
ihat too after fome deiiberation, Gen. xxv. 24dly,
1t was a public and open adion, cven before his
Lrother, £ not before many more ; this made

his fia 0 a more hanons nature than otherwife

't wousd ave been. :dfj,, He continued to flight
i1s birch x'mh
I

[{e did eci and drind and awen
C;’Lw cepred Fis birid-right, Yea,
voars al he wae found to defpife it
fill.  And Ly fald [ bave ensuch, my brother,
keep that ihou hafl to thyfelf. Gen. nxxiii. g.

209, Now, as touching this, T/at L:/?zu
f'fm/.»t a place of refentance : 'his 1 mou
Fult, This was nat for the hirth- right : ths xs
clear from the Apoftle, aad is diltinguifhed by
Jfou bimfelf, ¢ tle hach taken away my birhe
tipht, (that is formerly) and now he kath siken
away my bieliing alff* ? (en, xxvi%i. 36, Se-
condly, now th.s vetng thus confs "Eerﬂ, [ came

LrEY S ZJJ‘
™

anain to the Apoflie, to fee what mijht le the
vand of God inavew Teliament il 7:‘ {enie

r~ s

concerning iliau’s fin: and o SGiras I
conceive this was the mir ! of Cod, the birihe
pght fignifizd Reprioration, and the Bicfing,
the eternal ii‘li"z(’li"?ﬂc for the Aroi}ie feems
to nint, ¢ Lefl ¢ > be any profane perion, 8s
¥lau, who fm one mori [ of meat {cld iss tirdhe
right 3* as if he fthoold le* theve Lo any
perfon ame ong you that hall call cff ali thole
sleffed be ‘m...npv of God that st pruLm are up-
i liim, 10 order to 2 new birth, Icit they be-
corme an L., cven be rep ot alterwards,
when they would inherit the »’i:‘e"ﬁn,,.

210, Yor miany thove are, who 1a the da y(}f

0'\\7

P A——,

Te the Chiof of Sinners. 37
crace and mer-***, delinfe thole d‘»mgs which are
the buthrcht w heaven, yet, when the dec
¢ dav o oears, wiilb ary as loud as J u,

Lesdy Loard, oten to usy but then as D

. | [ g e 3 2 -l.ll [ l > I }'
would ot repent, no more will God the Tather,
L wiil :’iw I have L' Jed thefo, yra, ard tee
Jha't be bieffed. butasdor yea, Depart, yuu are
w rhers of miguity.  Gen. xxvil, 32, Luke xin

25, 20, 27. :
211 When L had corfilered thefe {eriptures,
a~d found that to underitand them, was not

apatnit, buat according to other form wx_"‘* : this
i o ted further to my encouwv'n, nt and
ceotoit, and alfo gave a groat me 1o tint b
jeciing, to wit, ¢ ‘Lhat the 1m;)turcs could not
acrcw i the faivaton of my {oul”? And nuw ree

-

m:ised only the lander pan of the temypelt, tor
the md-r was gone beyond me, oniy fome
| RS },,. ,\1 ! ,,\,Sv("*
Giu tS ( 1 Ji”s yew ;n”'}, I TOW Skl tad o voeg! i

on ‘. ¢ barbecauie my foriner fug_uts and angud

Were very IP(}N and a:’ff( Iy thor foreitdrd o

I 'f ooct befatlodh to thote thiat have heen ear-
o Fehyaaht eviry votce was 1oy
Sy ooy touch would hurt Dy oten HUIRIVR B
f 8

a3 v R
\ »-‘\lu.;v;_

ctee et cne Javoas qn the
hoi, tat too with fome duflies on o Y L0h.
{ooreey fcaving Ieil all was not rirhe,
e fatones foib veen oy fouly Ty rigltecn’nes
iioneavon o oand me zhm, vl \.*i:,al i fawwih
O ir:)ut, I e k bt} at God’s H"-u.
thorey 1o tay, was my nghtmmfnev {5
that whorever I owas, or wnatever | was doiay,
God congd not fay, He 2 worinht cufnels,
foir it was walt betore hivie ) wllo Loy mora.

K

wed

i,
;m-d{m,r

.
the eyes of

:?'.l'.'\} .

wanle i
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over, that it was not my good frame of heart
that mace my nghteoufne(s better, nor yet ny
liad frame that made =iy righteculnefls worle ;
tor my righteoufnefs was Jefus Chrift hunfelf.
Tl fainey yelerday, to dayy aud for-ever, 1leb.
X1, 3,

212, Now did my chzins fall of my legs, iu.
deed [ was loofed from my afli&ioos and irons,
my tempmt;ons alfz fled away : fo that from that
tne, thofe dreadful feriprures of God left off
to trouhie me; now went | alfo home rejnicing,
for the grace and love of God. So when |
cime home, I locked to fee if I could find th:
{entence, Thy riglteoufrefs is in heawven ; but
coald not find fuch afayinp, wherefore my heart
bepan to ik again, only that was brought to
oy remiembrance, 1 Coraiti, ¢ He was made
vete us of God, wifdom, rightcondnefls, faticfar.
tion, «nd redemption &’ b] this word I {3w the
other fentence grue.

213. 1‘m y- this {eriptore, I faw the Man
Clm._ [L:u:h; as he 19 dithin® from us, asteuch-
ng his todtily pn.f&nce, {o he s our vighteoul-
nels dnJ tan&ofication befere God throuph Chirift;
O jet Um‘{, Chrft ! there was nothing byt
C‘n" at was before my eym I was not oniy
for I Jok o upon hig & the cther ‘wncﬁt of Chnilt
a-part, aS of his blood, burial, or refurrection,

but conitdered him a whole Chrilt ; as be in
vhom cfi th;(e and all cther virtues, relations,
+iices, andoperations met together, and that on

' l
e e hand of God in heaven.

2:y. " Twas glorious to me, to fee 1is exal-
¢ion, ard the worth and prevalency of all his
oorensy and that becaule of this @ Now 1 conld
Lok froms myfelf to bim, and {hould reckon,

chell by himy when he died,

To to Chizf of Sinners. S,
that all thofle graces of God, that now were
green on me, were yet bat like thofe cra-ke
goats, and four pencz-half-peanies that rich my
carry ir their purtes, when their gold, is in then
trunks at home 3 O, 1 faw my gold was in
trunk at home ! ia Chrift my Liord and Saviou!
Now Chrilt was All, all my wifdom, ail my
righteoufnefs, all my fan&ification, and «ll my
rede.nption.

216. Further, the Loard did allo lead mc :n.
to the my(tery of union with his Son of God, !t
I was jor ned to bim, that | was fleth of his {1.-th,
and bone of his bone, and now was that a fweer
word to me, in Eph. v. 30. By this alfo, was
my faith in him, as my righteouluels, the more
confirmed to me 3 for 1f he and I were one,
then hisri ’htLOU(ﬂL {s was mine, his merits mine,
his victor, wife mine.  Now could [ fee myfoir
in heaven an dearthar oncs 3 in neaven by Clui't,
by my head, by my nghzeou nefs and lm., Lo
04 carth by my body and peifon,

116. Now I fawv Chrft J-fus was lonked on
of God, and thould alfo be looked :poun vy us
as thut common or public perfoa, m whein ail
the whoie body ofhxs ele@ are always to b con.
{iicred and reckoned, that we fulilled the law
by him, died by hm, rofe from the dead by him,
ot the victory over fin, death, the dewil, and
we died, and fu
of his refivra&ion 5 Thy dead men foall live t.-
gether, avith my dead budy thall they arife, fath

hey, Ma. xxvi. And again, After tawo dm.r /—

Wilt recave usy and ile thivd day we Shall lio. v
his /;fgf Hofra wi. 2. Which is now fuililt
b, the fiwny down or the Sun of m4p RARNE

i »
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right band of his Majeily inthe !Yv?a rens accord-
ing to that to the Lphefians, ¢ He hatl raifed us
up together, and made us‘ixitogg?het i Leavene.
Jy places in Chrift Jefus.”” Eph. i 6,

218. Al thefe blefled confiderations -and
{eriptures, with many other of the like nature,
were in thofe days made to fpangle inmine
eves; ¢ Praife ye the Lord God in lns' yandtua-
r;r, pratle him in thc- irmament of.hs powsr,
praife him for bis mighty adts, ‘pr)ax(e him ac-
cording to his excellenF greatnefs.’ lfa!..cl. L2,

219. Having thus in a few words given you
a tafte of the forrow and affiction that my {oul
went undcr by the guilt and terror that this my
wicked thought did lay me under ; and having
givet, you alfo a touch of my deliverance there.

from ; and of the fweet and bleffed comfort that § cnpie boldly to the t

¥ obiain Mercy, an

I met with afterwards, (which comfort dwelt
ahout a twelvemonth with my heart, to my un-
fpeakable acmiration.) 1 will row ( i
ling) before 1 proceed any further, give you in
a word or two, what as I conceve was the
Baufe of this temptation; and alfo after that,
what advantage at the Ja/l 1t became unto my
{oul,

220. Tor the caufes I conceived they were
principa'ly tvo 5 of which two alfo, I was deep-
ly convinced all the time this trouble lay upon
r?cwas delivered from the tempration that we;::
before, fhill pray to God wo keep me fromh ta:
temptations Lt were to come for th'oug ,,Vﬁ
} can fay ir trith, my foul was wuch 1 pray ;
befere chis trial feized opon me. ?,’et th?ﬁhe
pra @' onlyy or at the moft, principally, fort
semivval 0f prefent trowbles,

(Ged wile |

The firit was, forthat 1 did not, when

and for freth dils

&

tation.

thus Tuffered to fin aud fall,

T the Chicf of Siuners, o1

coveries of love in Chrift 5 which T fuw aficr.
warce was net cnough to dog 1 alfy (hould
have prayed, that the grace of God would keep
mie from the cvil that was to come,

221, Of this 1 was mude deeply feafiblz by
the prayer of hely Duvid, who wiep
under profent mercy,
would ho!d him hack ¢
to come : Fur jhen
and [ [5a:] b insoc
Pfal. xix. &3,
and condemncd

he was
yet prayed that Goed
reim i and temptaticr,
Jaid be, v_f%aﬂ e upr{g!ﬁ')l,
1l from the great tranfprefion,
By this very word was 1 galled
» quite throagh this long temp.

222. That allo was another word thar did
much condemn me for iy folly, in the negled
of this duty, MHeb. iv. 16, ¢ Let gs thercfore
brone of grace, that we ms
Hiud grace to Lelp 1o time OF
is 4 had not done, al

15{5
4 e?
need 3’ ¢l d thercfore wag
according to what
not ity te istalion
truly this very thing s to this day of fuch
weight and awe upon me, that I dare not, when

t come befere the Lord, go ol my Lrees, unpi

eva b b o om o .
}oentreat Wi for help and mercy apain(t the
tenptations that are to come 5 und 1 do Le-
feech thee, reader, that hou learn to bewae of
n"n_y hepligence, by the efthétions that tor ths
ry LI 4. s o A .. ; 3
thing ml did for days, and wonths, and yeass,
with [criow vy lergo.
242, Anoiher caufs of this temptation was,
1. NS . ] .
that 1 had tempied God 5 aud on this macn-r
vl . ; . “og- . :
did [ do iv: upon a time ey wife was preat wid)
vt e Foyrm b TS ‘
Gady and bofore bior fuil Gme Was co ne, ir
Fargs wsoba woan o travel were foped and
{“L\'”E U;)O{} ' Pe . h ]

Coa I A - 4 o 0 N : B B : o
i;\r; \-‘J\-.L! A0 sk ll!i ‘vl"w'b--{ﬂ.“, JAIJ‘I}AL‘.'

i wiitten, Lray that sou euter
and
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atcly have fallen into labour, and been deliver.
ed of an untimely birth : Now at this very time
it was, that I had been {o (frongly tempted to
gucthion the being of God, wherefore as my
wite loy crying by me, I faid, but with all fe.
crecy imaginable, even thinking in my Leart,
¢ Lord, if thou wilt now remove this {ad afflic.
tion from my wife, and caufe that fhe be no
rrore troubied therewith this wight, (now were
L:ef pangs jufl upon Ler) then 1 fhall know that
thou canft difcern the meft fecret thought of tle
Leart.?

224. | lad ro focner faid it in my heart, but
her pangs were taken frem her, and fhe was
calt into a deep tleep, and fo the continued tll
wovning, at this I greatly marvelled, not krow.
ing what to think, but after I had been awakea
eod while, and Leard hor ery ns more, 1 fell
to fluep alfo ; fe when I waked in the morning,
it came upop me apain, ever what I had faid in
my hcart the lalt niglit, and how the l.ord had
fhowed me, that he knew my {ecret thoughts,

"™

(¥

which was a great altonithmeut to me for feveral

wed ks after,

225. Abont a year and an halt afrerwards,
that wicked thought, of which | have fpoken
befere, went throuph my finful heart; even
this thoupht, Let Chrifl goif be avidd, {o whea
L was tallen under putlt for this, the repime
brance of my other thought ard of the fied
therect, would allo comic upen e wath this re

cort, which o caied reluke with iy ¢« Nowg

vou nay fee it Ged ceth know the mult {ccret
Jwengl oot the boan”’

220 £ond et this, that of the paffepes
were botwext e Lord ard his fervant Gideon

!

To t!l: Chicf of Sinners.

ot

03

felt upon mw {yirit; haw be faule that Cideon
tempied God with his fleece both wot and dry,
when he would have Lehieved and ventared on
s word, therefore the Lord did afterwards {o
try bimy, as to fond him againft an innumcrable
company of encmies; and that too as to out-
ward appearance, without ftrength or help, Jud.
w. 7. Thus he obferved e, and thar jultly,
for ! fhould have belicved s word, and not
have putan if upon the allfeeingnels of God.
227. Arnd oow to thew you fomething of the
advantages [ al{o have gained by this temypration,
and tft, By this [ was made continually to pol-
fefs in my foul, a very wonderiu! fe-fe both of
the being and glory of Ged, and of his beleved
Son ; in the temptation before, my fou} was
perplexed with Atheifm, but now this cale was
othcrwife, now was God and Chrift continually
berore 1y face, though not in a way of com-
fort, butin a way of cxceeding dread and tor-
rer.  The glory of the bolinefs of Ged did =i
this time break me to picees, and the bowls
ard compaflion of Chrift did break me as it wire
on the wheel ; for | could not confider bin but
as a loft and rejpeéted Chrilty the remenbiance
of which was as the continuai breaking of iy
bones.

228, The foriptures  alfo were  woror-
ful things unto me 5 1 faw that the e and
verity of them were the keys of the Kicg . of
heaven  thole the foriprurce tvour, thoy nogit
inhenie blifs, but thofe they oppofe and conrer o,
it perih for evermere O thic waid, o
e ~/ii/ !';'/;'/rw cantict fo (i (/A"(fn, would rons be
!.%u-., (,‘i: .

¢ Whole fins yereo, they oo icition ;!

L
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whole fins ye retain, they are retained.” Now
1 faw the Apoltles to be the elders of the city of
rchuge, Jofh. xx. 4. thofe that they were to
recutve 1o, were received to hfe ; but thofe that
they fhut out, were to be flain by the avenger
of blood.

22¢g. Obh, one fentence of the feripture did
more ali& and terrify my mind, I mean thofe
fentences that flood againft me (as fometimes |
thought they every one did) more, 1 fay, than
an army of forty thoufand men that might
have come agairft me. Woe be to him againft
whom the teriptures bend themfelves.

250, By this temptation [ was made to fee
more into the pature of the promifes, than ever
| was b:fore 5 for I lying now trembling under
the nighty hand of God, conunually torn and
rent by the thundering of his jufltice ; this niade
me with careful heart, and watchiul eye, with
great fearfuinels, to turn over every leaf, and
with much diligence mixt with trembling to
conlider every fentence, together with its natur-
al furce and fortitude.

231. By this remptation alfo, I was greatly
hotden of my furmer foolifh practice of putting
by the word of promife, when it came wto my
mind, for now, though I could not fuck that
comturt and [weetnels from the promife as [ had
dute at cther times, yet like to a man a fi.king,
I ould cateh at all § faw 5 formerly 1 thougit
) teight not weddle with the promide, unlefs [
fcliws comfort, but now it was no tine thus (o
do, the avenger of bleod teo hardly did purfue
me,

232, Now therefore, 1T was plad to catchat

the wert, wlhih v D farct U oo croged

- To the Chicf of Sinners. 'Y
ror right to own, and even to leap into the bo-
fom of that promife, that yet 1 fzared di fhur
its heart apainft me. Now alfo T thouid libor
to take the word as God hath laid it down,
without reftraining the natural force of one fyl-
lable thereof; Q! what did 1 now fee in that
blefled (ixth of John., And hbim that comes 15
mey, I will in no awife cafl out ! John vi. 37.—
Now I began to confider with myfelf that Fod
had a bigger mouth to {peak with, than 1 had a
heart to conceive with ; [ thought alip with
myfelf, that he fpake not his words in hafte, or
in an vnadvifed heart, but with infinite wif{dom
and judgment, and in very truth and faithful-
nefs. 2 Sam. 1. 28,

233. [ fhould in thefe days, often in my
preatelt agonies, even flounce owards the pro-
mife (as the horfes do towards found ground,
that yet ftick in the mire) contlading on thiz,
{ will refift and flay, and leave the fulfilling of
it to the God of heaven who madeit. O'!
many a puil hath my heart had with Satan, for
that bleffed 6th of John: 1 did now, as at

| other times, look principally for comfort (tho’,

O how welcome would it have been unto me !)
But now a werd, a word to lean 2 weary {uul
upon, that I might not fink forever.

234. Vea, often when U have been making
to the promife, 1 have feen, asif the Lord
would refule my foul forever: Then I thought
of Efther, who went to petition the kg con-
trary to the faw, Efther iv, 16. [ thought
alfo of Bephadad’s feivants, who went wuli
ropes upon their heads o their enemies for maer-
¢y, 1 Kings xx. 31, & The women of
Canaan ally, that would not be daunted, thy’
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_‘ . LT To the Uhtef of Sinners,
called a dog by Cheill, Mat. ¥v. 22, &8
And the man that wentt: berrow bread at mid.
pight, Lake 1§, 0, 7, 5. &c were great
LCOUFAECAIENLS UHTO M ,
235, 1 never faw thofe lwights and depths

w oLk

ol

that Lleffed ordinance of Chsift whiehk wis hia
faft fupner with bis difciples before 1o enth,
| that fcrfp‘.u;’ﬁ, Lo thiv tn remicsior e nf sy
Lake xxn, 19, was made a very precicus v
¥ unio e, Lt bebola, T 0ad pog boen lone g
v, 4 N = - { l H o7 I . v ery % ' s d ,“-. S L~y "

patiar ir 2L (el ovcrgaincr. oo fech fad ECHiPLw

was o'y odmitted by thain while 1 thouaht of

in prace, and love, and mercy, os P {aw alte
this temptation ; great fins to draw oat great
prace 3 and where puilt 15 molt rrm‘s‘.c ati |
force, there the mercy of God in Chrift, when §aie o gig siend me ar all times, bah 1o bialt
(hewed to the foul, appears moft high and wighe | e the i -ance, and fo witl fome deadly
ty 3 when Job had pafled through his Capuvitys & obioo i thets thae thea oJid one thercod 3 that
He bad twice as much as he bad Leforey Job Xl § ot ) Mgt ne ane

(0. Bieed be God for Jefus Chrilt our Lord. — g

Many other things 1 might here make oblerva-

tion of, but I wou'd be brief, and therefore § (1g (o Keep ine grem cotl blat Lenmilcs 5 and
fhall ac this time omit then: ; and Pmy,GGd oot orto God to blefs thy bread and cu
that my harms may make oibers fear to offendy o 1o o ic wont from mouth (o nouth, ‘Lo
et thzy ihiould be made to bear the iron yoke Brecfon of this (omptation, | Lave fince bovglt,

i ! -~ i, e

LiF e Ly e GHY 0L :,uuiu,f.-
. v

x . ) I R S D L T R S S o ;

A b e WeG 25 dval il PLOULLI 3, I Wwa§

tore=d to bivio f;;\}.?i..* ke v hile 1o pray 6

as | did. was, becaufe 1 did not with reverence partake
1 had two or thres timcs, at or about my Reheress,
. - o ach (r | IR . .

deliverance from this termpt tion, fuch ftrange 237, Cies §oconurned for z time, and could

apprehzniions of the prace of God, that I Bnoe we o vty burar faff the Lord camein up-
3

cuuld hardly bear up under it 1t was fo out of §on v foo s that fame feriptore, by which
mealare amazing, when [ thought n.co’uld wy fuut was vificed before ; and after that, |
reach mig, that | think, if thar fenfe of it bad §lage Leoo i.ziﬁl"-,..‘:i}j‘:' very wicll and comfortable in
abole long upon me, it would have made me Jebo 1not.ling of that bleffed ordinance, and
tacapatde for pufirels. ' Itaf'."; a, .::1.1’}, "(ht'f"(’iﬁ difcerned the Lord's budy
236, Now I flall po forward to give you 3 §#r Lioken tormy insy and that bis precrous bloud
relution of other of the Lord's dealings with §hasbess thed for my tranfgreflions.
me, of his dealings wil: me at other .fuﬂd"i" ‘? 233, U on s time;, T wae fomewhat inchin.
feafons, and of the tempuiiors | then (‘ti:d meet fing 0 a v'a‘:,mf." mption,  wherewith about tle
with. 1 thall bzgin with \rhat I met with when 3fpeng, 1 wes f‘ug’;derﬂy and violently {¢'zed with
I firlt joined 1o fellowfhip with the peo ﬂg of much weakn.{s in my outward man, wfomuch
C~d, i Bedford,  After {had propovnded 10 §thar I thouss: cf;::;!d not hve. Now bepan |
the Cliurch, that my defire was to walk n th? fﬂa’&eﬂ"al o v elfap ﬁ'tiOUS exaiiina-
order and ordinances of Chrifl with them, and Fior atter rv fite aud condition for 15 uiaiey

I
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nd of my evidences for that b'.fd world tp § and wili deal with fieeac erdimo s Dy v Mo

eome.  Lorathath, 1 blefs the name of Gad, WgUALlY g it i
}}'39!'? my U{:L}'}‘ CO'!F{P, as a‘gf‘?{"(]' S f,,’ el ""‘"ld“y h;’;:‘:‘g i;‘;‘j ?thgf (;z 1
1 the day of atduition, 1o endeavor to keep my ARy UM 5 U VAR b
e an she Dife so cm,c, clear before e, Fionyvaeg his bonedy

27y Due 1had no {eover begun to recall to
ping my former ¢ “T\‘;\(‘: -nee of the gooidnels of
CGed to v {oul, but there came flocking into

. B > N _‘ 1. ‘j— ',~ -~ r,. i I “ ~
ey taed an ’F)f"‘t‘t\t”'l“ff company of my lias A A ok s e onearoouingls hat we hav:
. , : .

forhwiar done.

AR &
A 1Y

'1

anipreffiong, amaapth which thels were at

.. ¢ T 1 . . ) [N :‘; - -h‘l o . 24

s i et e Yy AP ton, namely, my  us. i oo T oo Now fawe

! coldnefs in holy duties, | sviell within the aome of gr ir nrnaoinrev

; . ~ . M . e B o

seowanceniags of tearty, oy want of lov: to thinl ot a
' ;

:
vy R
and i oeoh 1T owes Dedere ammaad te
God, his wavs and pernte, with thisartheend | dving heors vernow 1oeried, iet me Now
of aliy v Ars o= heirahisof Chriftiaiity, are Geath wos boeoby amd beantiful oo Lo for
hofe chie teh oos of a Riddied oan Yl S il nover b dnidecd s 07 e Lo pons
2. At ocheoaomrehenfion of thef: thinge, ¥ #0 Oectler wos S C i ’"“-’*‘”‘.‘%M this liie 18
i
s onndt o Loe o tied aron mie, my {mi was a busoa fum e g comiranion of taat above
coggdwochogut o alhan foreor cxpetie 242, Agaly, ae Dwsat enello o Lane vOry
TR S RE CONTACI to me was qiite taken o an werk; and ol tatthing SNy thetempts
! . ; . o
out ot o ":\;ad, andd hid, asif it hal neves E ot hefir e T ounely l;at,‘r;:a:*_.jj < linde flom
oot nor feen o Nowswas my foul proasly pinche v~ ;v former oxpariince o8 Lled’s audnels,
ec b ey t‘;*u;f: wwe cosfiderenens, Live & ¥ o wopre e che torpore o0 lewtn, and th

) 7 \ ~ b ! ,lgl" et & N N ety YRRV ﬂ;-';,f [ 4 ',‘\}“. ¢y v?\

vt :f:ot, £ 4 e ez INow 1 iu:‘:, an . e e el ..':\.,Al L 4

5 v . . . -
: e,f;\,’ vag I'Vz"x(l 1}}‘ Ai T X :
. ‘. N . v . K T . H vl . . ; P Y
? i - te YT ) . ., - N ¢ LRREEr S T WL R oo R ooty ‘ TN
Bl bur vhie yn i W""ti fare, that werd & 1w T ) Tame ve o Goetiton i
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Sing ? O grave ! where is tdy viffery ? 1 Cor.
xv. §5. At thiv! became both well in body
and mind at once, for my ficknefs did prefently
vanith, and T walked comfortatly 1o my woik
for God again.

244. At anotlier time, though jult before }
was pretty well in my fpirit, yet fuddenly there
fell vpon me a great cloud of darknefs, which
did fo hide from me the things of God and
Chrift, that | was as if | had never feen or
known them in my life ; 1 was alfo fo over-run
in my foul, with a ferfelels frame of {pirit, that
i could not feel my fou} ta inove and {tir afier
grace and life by Chiift. I was as if my loins
were broken, or as it my haads and feet bad
been tied, or bound with chaiss. ,
allo, 1 fult fome weaknels to feize upon my
outwerd man, which made {till the orhey affhe.
tion the more heavy and uncorifortable.

24§. After [ had been in th s condition thrze
or four davs, as 1 was fitt ng by the fire, |
{fuddenly f2it this word to foind in my heart,
I mujl goo JFefus & at this mj former darkoels
and Atheifa) dzd away, and the blefled things
of heaven were {zt within my view; while 1
was on this {udden thus overtzken with furprile;
wite, {aid [, is there ever fuch a feripture, 4
7 u/f Lot j"‘.;‘j"w : Shez faid fhe could not telle
Therefore { far muling {till to fee if 1 could ree
mamber fuch a place. § had mot fas gbove swg
or thrae minuscs, but that feripture came ia npe~
or nvty, nd to an inuumerabls company of ane
gels ; aad withall, Hobrews he twelfth aboud
ths Mouat Sion was (ot befors aiine eyes, Hel
Xi. 22, 23, 24

At this time

gy 4.

e
¢+
%
.
K

mercy on mic.

d ment te my fpirit.

To 1he Chief of Sinners. 101

245. Then with joy | told my wife, 0 now
I bnoww ! 7 dnenn ! Bot that pight was a good
pight to me, [ oaever had but few botter; |

longed fur the compary of fome of God's pro-

ple, that I might have imparted nnto them what
God had fhewed me: Chnrft wes a precious
Chrift te my fou! that night, I couid fearce iie
in my bed for oy, and peace, and triumph
through Chrilt; this great glory did not con-
tinne upon me until morning, yet the twelith of
the author vo the Hebrews was a biefled eripe
tare to me for maay davs together, | |
247. The woids are: Wele, ¥ You are come
to Mount Sicn to the city of the hving God,
to the heaveuly Jerufalem, ard to 4o inumera-
ble company of Argeis, to the general affembly
and church of the fitfk boro, which are written

3 in heaven, ‘to God the judpe of all, and to the

fpirics ot juft men mode perfed, and to jefus

8 the Mediator™ of the rew Teltamiont, and to
§ theblood of fprinkling that freckeih better things

than that of Abel.” 'j'aro” ilis blefled {entence,

§ the Lord led me over and over, firit to this
§ word and then to that, and hewcd =1 wonder-
2 ful glory in every one of thum.

" iyala

c A

words
alfo have oit fmce this time bece great refrefh.
Bleffed be God for having
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A BRIEF ACCOUNT
QF THE
AUTHOR’s CALL

Ti; THE |

WORK o7 qus INISTRY,

348, l‘ WD now I am fueaking my expe.
A

i a woid of two, canceruing my preaching the
word, snd of Gud's dealing with- me 1n that

;ynti:uéur: for aiter 1 had been zbout five or
fix yeat. awakened and helped to {ee both the
worth 2ud wait of Jefus Chrift onr Lord, and
cravled to venture my foul upen him 5 {ome of
the mofl shie among the Samts with us, 1fay
the moft abie for judgment, and holipels of lite,
as they conceived, did perczive that God had

counted me worthy to un 't land fomething of 8

his wil in bis bnly and blei ! werd, an? rod
civen me utterance in fome meal reio expiels
TN " . Y : 3
what | fuw .0 others, for cdification ; they de.
fired me with much carneltnels; that I would
fometimes {peakt a word of exhortation uaid
them,

245. The which, the, atfirft it did much
ebofh mv irie, et being [l by them igtieat.
¢, cunboated to their requelt, and did twice,
ar two dcvern offumblice (o oprivate)  difcever
YRS (] A TY iy ( K °y i
n3Y g‘.f‘. armonptt thom | oat which they not only
foogen bk, bue did fSlemnly potelt, deey
wore both adedted and comtoried o and gave
Coanks v the dather o wercies fur the gracs
L.bowaed Ga nic.

ence, I will in this p}ace theutt |

-

To the Chigf of Sinners. 123

250. After this, fometimes wnen fome of
them went into the couatry to teach, taey
wou'd that 1 fhould po with them. 5 where, this,
« yet 1 did not mike ute of my niftin an opei
way, yetmore privately til, as [ cameamongit
tie woud people in thate places, I did forme-

funeg :i):;nix a word Of&.f:;xi)f‘;iﬁ'&ﬂ anto thei aif_u ;.

e whaeh they, as the other, recetved walh vee

joiciag at the mercy of God, to me Walu, pio-

Lty thuir touls were edified theredy.

251, Wierefuie 1o be brief, at laft, being
fis)) dchired by the church, aiter fome {clemn
prayer 1o the Lord, with fziling, I was more
particularly called forth, and appointed to a
rsorc wrdinary and public preaching of the word,
st only to and amongft them that believed, but
s 1o oifer the Gofpel to thofe that bad not
yet recerved the faith wereof.  About which
time 1 did evidentiy find 0 my mind a fecret
pricking forward thereto: Tho’ 1 blefe God,
wot for defire of vain glory, for at that time I
wat moft foiziy affilied with the Copy darts of
the devil concerning my eternal fiare.

 252. But yet could not be coutent, unleis 1
was toand i the exercife of my pift, un:o which
alfo 1 vas greatly animated, not cnly by the con-
tinnal defires of the gogly, but aif» by that faying
of laul to the Corimbians. ¢ I befeech yeu
bicthicn, {ye know ihe houllield ot brephatas,
vhat is the firft frufis of Achida, and thar toey
have addidted thomfelvcs to the woanitry of toe
{aints) that you fubmic youdfclves umw fuch,
ond 1 every oue that hiclpeth with us, and labouie
el 1 Cor XL 15, 16,

255, Dy this text 1 was made to {ee that the
Holy Ghofi mever inteuded that wea wig lave

b W RY \ prowt |
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and abibities, fnould bury them in
v oeantie,

bat rather did rommand and fHe
up ach to e exeroie of their gift, and alfo
did comnmend thefle that were apt and ready
o to do. Tiey dave addiG:d themfelves to the
minifiry of the Saintz ;3 T'his fcripture in thefe
dzys did conttnuully turm in my mind to encou.
rige mie in this my work for God ; I have been
al{o encoaraged from feveral other fcriptures and
cxamples of the godly, both fpecified in the word
anc other ancient hiftories. A&s viii. 4, and
Xvii. 24, 2§, &c, 1 Pet. iv, 10. Rom. xii. €.

253- Wherefore, tho’ of myfelf of all the
{aints the moft unworthy, yet I did fet upon the
work, and according to my gift, and the pro-
potticn of my faith, preach that bleffed gofpel
that God had thewed me in the holy word of
ruth 3 which when the country underftood,
they came 1in to hear the word by handreds,
and from all pars, '

255. And I thank God, he gave unto me
fome meafure of bowels, and pity for their fuuls,
which allo did put me forward to labor with
great diligence and earnefinefs to find out fuch a
word as might lay hold of, and awaken the con-
‘ctence 3 for Y had not preached lonp, before
fomc began to be touched, and greatly affliiied
in their mind, at the apprehenfions of the great-
nefs of their fin, and of thur need of Jefus
Chrift.

e 256 Buot Uat firft could not believe that God
“wculd fpeak by me tothe heart of man, ftill
~ounting myfelf unworthy, yet thofe who thus
“were touched, would love me, and have a pecu-
et refped for me ; and the’ 1 did put it from e

To the Chitf of Sinncrs. 103
that thev fhould be awakened by me, fhll they
would confets it, and affirm it before the faints
of God; they would alfo bleis Crod tor me
(usvorthy wretch that Tam!} and count me
God’s infirumeant that fhewed to them the way
of faivation, | |

257. Wherefore feeing them in both their
werds and deeds to be fo conftant, and alfo in
their he: . fo earneltly preffing aftar the know-
le.toe of Jefus Chrift, rejoicing that ever God
did fend me where they were 3 then I bezin o
ce:aclude it might be fo, that God had owned :a
his work fuch a foulith one as 1 ; and then came
that word of God to my heart with much fweet
refrethment, ¢ 'The blefling of thern that were
ready to perifh is’come upoa me: yea, l‘caufed the
widow’s heart to fing for joy.” Job xxix. 13.

258. At this therefore I rejoiced, yea, the
texrs of thofe whom God did wwaken by my
| preaching, would be both folace «ud encoviape-
ment to nre: for | thought on thofe fayings, #ho
 is he that maketh me glad, bul the fame thai is maie
forry by me ; 2 Cor. ii. 2. And again, T hough
1 be not an apeflle to others, yet doubilefs I am
unto you, for the feal of my apofilefbip are ye in
the Lord, 1 Cor. ix. 2. Thefe things there-
Yfore were as another arpument unto me, that God
hath called me to, and ftood by me in this
wor'.

25g. 1nmy preaching of the word, T took
{pecial notice of this one thing, namely, That
the Lord did lead me to begin where his word
bepins with finrers, that is, to condemn all fleth,
and to opeuly alledge that the curfe of God by the
law doth belong to, and lay hold on 2ll men as
ey come into the world, becaufe of fn.  Nows



—g ——

106 Grace . bounding

this part of my work T fulfilled with great fenfe,
for the terrors of the law and guilt for my tran{-
greffions, lay heuvy oo we. I preached what [
fcl;, even that unler which my poor foul did
gruan and tremble 1o altoniftiment.

65, Indeed, I hav:beea as one fent to
Jom from the dead @ L owent myfelf in chaus,
iud eaiticd Jhas fire in my own confeience, that
[ perfuadci them to bew.re of, 1 can wuly fay,
.id that withouot diffemuiing, that whea 1 have
been to preach, 1 have pone full of guilt and ter-
ror even to the pulyit deur, and there it hath
been taken off, and I Lave been at hberty iy
wind until 1 had done my woil.; and then 103
mediately, even betore 1 couid gev down the
wulpit-ftais, have beenas bad as 1 was before,
i"u Gad cariied me ony but furely with a trong
hand ;3 for ueithar guilt nor hell could take me
ot iy work.

(1.~ s 1 wen: for the fpace of two years,
crying ¢, gainft men’s (ins, and their feartul
(tate Leo.ufie of them.  After which, the Lord
camic in upou my cwa foul, with fome peace aad
comfort through Chriit 5 for he gave me many
gifcoverjes of his bleii-d grace throngh him;
lorefore 1 did  auch labour to hold ferth J.fus
Cliift in all his offices, rclanons and benelits
unto the world, and did (rive alfo to difcover, to
conderan and remove thofe falle fupporis and
progs o which the wortd doth both tean, and
by twem faland [ erih

22, Afer this, Coud Jed
of the myltery of wiier oith Chailt 3 and thdd \
Mewed 1o thene ai
Jeod thio i
Cou abud v o ive yearsy b owas caghit

e ———

X Yo om e
. f’:‘f Clvlll‘y Lj‘ “vklineli o . |

inlmy pqefenc pradtice, and cail into prifon, where

lave . 4 - y . 5 ~ ¢

| have atn' aboﬂv;: ?rs long again to confirm the
y way of {uffering, as [ was before in tef-

tifying of it, according to thc {criptute, in a
.way of preaching.

se into fomethirg §

263. When [ have been in preaching, I
thank God, my h:art hath often with great ear-
nellaefs *cried to Sed, that he would make the
word cizfteal o the dalvarva o the fou’;
fhill beirg grieved, left the encmy fhould take
the word away from the cunfcicnce, and alfo it
fhould become uniruitful, |

264. Alfo when T had done the exercife, i
hath gone tc my heart to inink the word fho’uld
from my beaty the they e, beve bend e

\ ¢y who have beard me
Q;eak}h:s day. did bt fe¢ as 1 do, what fin
death, helly and the curfe of Godis ; and alﬁ;
\yhat the arace, and love, ard mercy of God is
tiirough Chrtlt, o men 1a fuch a cale as \'he;
z:.{re, who are yet eﬂ_raugcd from him 3 and in-
ﬁ;?é, Iﬁ:i (;jij.e,:; Z:‘Y'» \n ;w heart before ths

: canged ap prefently before
their eyes, cvonld e a means 1o awaken I;‘c"m"

end corfiras them in the truih, 1 gladly J’;’Joul;l b

Y contented.

3Gy, T'or I Lave been in my preaching, efpeci.

| ally when I have been en;aged,in the do@rine of

) o ,

ié;e(tj)); \.,{hxﬁu.}, witheur woiks, asif an angel o
od had ltooc rack j

God had ftood by at my lhack to.encourage me

it bath boeo with fuch povier and heovenl ‘

b b, ! ) pover : evi.
dace upor rry owy foul, while ! bhave been I

5 l);)”r‘n', co \\{O}d . . ‘
. S ™ . ' 1\ ‘ - ,'-—4\
And whon 1 had teavel- § ¥ y that 1 couid not be cony

Uoow el pusits of the word of

X?FRL‘.G wrth hying, [ édd‘.”z#:, ond aw/"re sone
. . ‘ N ’ o
thoughe [ cvai ware thar fure ; tho: thetg e

wiuch { aflvited were G, S
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2166. YWhen I went fitft to preach the word
sbroad, the docters and prietis of the counury
did open wide sgainft me ; bot [ was perfiaded
of this, not to render railing for railing, but to
fee how many of thefe carmal protefiors [
fhould convince of their miferatie ffateby thefaw,
and of :he want and worth of Chrift ; for thoupht
I, Thic fball an/zver for me in timie to -ome, when
they fhuil be for iy bire before their face. Gen,
RXKe 33

257. I never cared to meddle with things
thar were controverted and difpute amongft the
{zints, efpecially things of the loweft nature;
yee it plealed me much 1o contend with great ear-
neftnefs tor the word of faith, and the remifhion
of fns by the death and fufferings of Jefus ; bet,
as to Giher thingy, | fhould let them alone, be-
caufe T faw they engendered fhrife, and becaule
that they oneithes in doing, nor in leaving undone,
did cominend us to God to be his: befides, 1
faw my work bcfore me did ren in another chan-
nel, even to carry an awakening word ; to that
therefore did 1 {tick and adhere,

268. 1 never endeavored to, nor durflt make
ufe of other men’s lines, Rom. kv, 18. (thocgh
I condemn not all that do) for 1 verily thought,
and found by experience, that what was taught
me by the word znd fpirit of Chrift, could %

fpoken, maintained and ftood to, by the found-

32 work to clo
g were the going of God ypon my
g might preach there,
g fUCh
1 {t-ougly fet upon my
g Wilh for their {ajvation.
¥ {ouls have sfeer this
#of my miniftry,

elt and beft efiablifhed coricience ; and though
1 will not now fpeak all that 1 know in this mat-
ter, yet my expevience hath more intereft in
that text of {cripture, Gal. i, 11, 12, thanma-

ny among(t men are aware. __
261. If any of thofe who were awakened by

my miniftry, did, after that fall back,'I can tro-

§ ever and ever, Dan. xii. 3.

To the Chief o,

mners., 1(Q
ly fay, their lofs had been more to me, than if
one of my own cotldren, begorten of my body,
had been going to its grave 5 I thirk I may fpeak
1t without any offence to the Lord, nothing hath
gone fo near that, unlefs it was the fear of the
falvation of my foul ; 1 have counted as if I had
goodly buildings, ar. Lordihips in thofe.places,
where my children were bro; wy heart hath
been fo wrapt up in the glory of this excellent

- work thar I counted myfelf more blfed and

honoured of God by this, than if he had made
me the emperor of the Chriltian world, or e
Lord of ail the glory of the earth without ity
O thefe words, ¢ He that converteth g (inner
from the error of his way, doth fave a fou! from
death,” Jam. v. 20. The fruit of the righte-
Ous s atree of hfe ; and he that winget) fouls
18 wife, Praov. xi. 30, ‘They that be wife lhiné
as the brightnefs of the frmament ; and they
that turn many to righteouinefs, as the ftars for
“ I'or what is
rejoicing ? Are
prefence of our Lord Jefus

cur hope, our joy, or crown of
not y= cver in the

Chnll at his coming ? For ye areour glory and
gicy,’ 1 Thefl, ii.
g others of like nature,
Junto me.

19, 20. Thefe, wuh many

have been great refrethment

270. ] have obferved, that where I have had
for God, | have had firlk s i it
{pirit to defire §
1 have allo obferved, that
and fuch fouls in particular, haye beca
heart, and 1 ftirred up 1q
And that thefe very
been given in as the fiuing
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ant1. I have Ay ohferved this, that where
there hath been a work to do apon finners, there
the devil hath been to roar in their hearts, and

the mouths of his fervants. Y, oftentimes
when the wicked world hath raged moft, there
hath been fouls awakened by the word 5 1 could
inftance partirvlars bat 1 forbare. |

272, My great defire in fullflling my minif-
try, was to get into the darkeft places of the
country, even among(t thofe peepl= that were
furtheil off of profeflion g yot not becaufe I could
not endare the light (for 1 feared not t0 (hew
my gofpel to any) but boranfe I found my fpirit
dit lean moft after awakening and converting
work, and the word that 1 carried, did lean
itfelf moft that way ; ¢ Yea, fo have I ftrived
to preach the gofpel,
ed, left I thould build upon another man’s fou-
dation.”” Rom. xv. 20.

27g. In my preaching, [ Wave really been
in pain, end have as it were, travailed to bing
forch children to Ged, neither could I be fatis-
{4 unlefs fome fruits did appear in my work
i 1 were fraitlefs, it mattered not who commnead.
ed me 5 but it 1were fruitful, 1 cared not who
did condenm. 1 have thought of thaty, L0,
children are an herirape of the Lord § and the
fruit of the womb is his reward. As « rowsin
the hand of a mighty man 3
Cir youth,  Hapry i the
bz quiver fu'l of them 3

the gate. Pl exniti 3 40 5y
274, It pleafed m: nothing to

Jetoz Chrift, and the

»
[ N

not where Chrilt wasnam- -

fo are children of §
man that hath filled .
they fhall not be afhas #
med, but they thall fpeak with the enemics in’

fee people |
diink in opinions, if they {cemed ignorant of
worth of their falvation, §

5 uwamm - m \oS e s

Felf

L] . ’
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found convi®tion for fin, efpeciailv fir unbelicf,
ard an heart fet on fire to be faced by Ch;‘iﬂi
v ftrong breathings arter truly £actified fouls ;
thofe were the fouls I counted bi: fed. ’
275. Butin this work, a- in all others, I
had my temptations attending me, ard that of
divers kinds : as fometimes 1 fhould be aflivlred
with great difcouragement therein, fearing that
I fhould notbe able tofpeak a word at all to edi
ficaticn ; nay, that [ fhould nor beable tc fpeak
fenfe to the people. '
276. But I thank the Lord, T have, as Samp-
fqn., bowed myfeff with all my might to con'de\mn
fin, and tranfgrefion, wherever I found it;
yea, though therein alfo I did bring guilt up‘on,‘
my own .cc.nfcxence s Let me die, thogggt I, with
the Philiflines, Judges xvi. 29, 30. rather than
deal corruptly with the blefled word of God ;
Thou that teachefl another, teachefl thou not tlyj
It is far‘bettcr that thoun do judge thyfelf,
even by preaching plainly unto athers, than that
:h:mr torfave thz,felf, imprifon the truth in une
innre : i
ig;_,;;,}ie;u nefs 3 b'efled be God for his ‘help alfo
h ;7". [ faw th=refore, thathe thet hath pifis,
A need of a fight of the nature of them, that
},.ey come fhort of making him to be in & truly
;ziﬁ :})ndmen, et he reflt in them, and fo full
the gruce of God,
278, Let all men, therefore, prize a litle
with the fear of the Lard ; gifis indeed are defi.

g rable t 44 '
3t ble but vee grace and fmall gifis, are better

than great gilts and no grace, -
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A BRIEF ACCOUNT
OF THE

AUTHOR’s IMPRISONMENT.

279. Y ¥ AVING made profellion of the glo

H rious gofpel of Chrift a long times
anJ having preached the fame about five yrars; I
was apprehended at a meeting of good-peoplz in
the country, (amonglt whom, bhad they let me
alone, I fhould have preached that day, bag
they 100k me away from amonglt :hem% and
had me before a jullice ; who, afier I had
offered fecurity for my appearing at I
next feflions, yet committed me, becaule my
{urcties would not confent ta be bound that 1
faculd preach noymore to the people. .,

280. At the feflions after | wasindicted fog
an upholder and maintaiaer of unlawful aflem-
blies and conventicles, and for not conforining
to the national worfkip of the church of Enge
land ; after fome conference there with tie julls
ices, awas fentenced to perpeiual banifhmen, birw
caufe I refujed to conform.  Being again deliver-
ed up to the gaaler’s hands, I was had back
to prifon, acd there bave lain now com-
plete twelve years waiing to fee what God will
{uffer hefe men to do with me.

281. In which condition I have eontiansd
with mueh conteat through grace, but have et
with many ternings and goings upon my heitt,
both from the Lord, faian, and my awn cors
ruptions 3 by all which I hx~e alfo received much

convi@tion, inftru@ion, and underltanding, of was ceming, and kad elpecially twe confider.

which at Jarge 1 fhall not here difcourfe 3 only,

give ycu in a bint or two, a word that may ftie §

- ;..,M‘J .

i ol i 3, 40 Heb

To the Chief of Sinners. R A

up the godly to blefs God, and to pray for m: ;

# and allo to take encoiirgement, thould the cale

be their own, Net ¢o jear wbhat man can s va-
2o them.

282, I never had in my life, fo great a7 i1.
leteinto the word of God as now 3 thofe Vivip-
tures which I faw nothing in before, are nwde
in this place and f{tate to fhine upon me; J 15
Chrilt alfo was never more apparcat to me thaa
now. O that word, We have not preached unte
you cunningly devifed fables, 2 Pereri. 16. and
that, God raifed Chrift from the dead, and gars
bim glovy, that your faith and hspe might be in
&ody 1 Peteri. 20, were bleffod words unio
me in this my imprifoned condition,

284. Thefr shree or four {criptures alfo have
been great refre/nment, in this condition, to
me, John xv 1, 2, 3, 4. John xvi. 33.
. xil, 22, 23, 24.
have had [weet fights of the forpivenefs of my
fins in this place, and of my being with Jefus
in another world 3 ¢ O the mount Zion, th:
heavenly Jerufalem, the innumerable company
of anpels, and God the jndpe of all, and the
fjarits of jult men made perfedt, and Jelus,”
have been fweet unto me in this piace. I have
feen that here, which I am perfuaded 1 fhall
never, while in this world, bz abls to exprefs :
I bave feen a truth in that {cripture, “ Whom,
having' mot feen, yet love, in whom, though
now ve fee him unot, yet believing, ye rejoice
with joy unfpeakable, and full of glory,” i
Pet. 1. 8.

284, Defore [ cameto prifon, T faw what

N
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ations warm upon my heart 3 the firlt was, how
to be able to endure, fhould my imprifonment
be leng and tedious. The fecond was, how
to be able to encounter death, thould tha: be
here my portion.  For the firft of thefe, that
fcripture, Col. i, 11, was greatinﬂ')rmauon to
me, namely, to pray to God ¢ to be ﬂrength-
sied wich all might, according to bis glorious
vower, unto all putience and long fuffering with
joyfulneds. | could feldom go to prayer befere
i was imprifoned, but for not {o little as a year
together, this fentence or {weet petition, would,
as it were, thruft itfelf into my mind; and per.
fuaded me, that if ever I would go through
Jong-fuffering, I mull have all patience, efpe-
cially if I would endure it joyfully.

285. Asto the fecond coufideration, that §

faying, 2 Cor. i. g, was of great ule unto me.

«¢ But we had the fentence of death in ourfelves, |
that we might not truft in ourfelves, byt in God ¢
By this {eripture I was |
made to fee, that if ever 1 would fuffer rightly,

that raifeth the dead.”

I rull firlt pats a fenterce of death upon every

thirg that can property be called a thing of this §
life, even to reckon myfelf, my wife, my chile

dren, my health, my ernjoyments, and all, a3
dead to me, and myfeif as dead to them,
286, The parting with my w?fe apd peer
children, hath often becn to me, in this place,
as the pu'ling the flefn from my bones ; and that
not cnly becaufe [ am fomewhat too fond of
the{e g!je-at mercies, but bdecaufe | thouv!d have

- ot ind. th ny hardthijs, !
often brought to my mind, the many 1'% §

miferics and warts that my po-r family was i}ke
to meet with, thould 1 b2 taken from them,

“ecial'y i Lind cbild, wiolay nearer m
e[~ecial'y my poor llind cbiidy, wiolsj

g
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Leart than all I had befides: O the thoughts cf
the hardfhip I thought this child might underao,
would break my heart to pieces.

287. Poor child ! what forrow art thou like
to have for thy portion in this world ? But yet
recaling myfelf, thought I, ! muf} venture you
<!t with God, though it gueth to the quick to
lcave you : O, | faw this condition, 1 was as
a man who was puliing down his houfe upon the
head of his wife and children ; yet, thought I,
1 mult doit, and now | thought of thofe * twao
milk-kine that were to carry the ark .f God in-
to another country, and to leave their calves be-
hind them,’ 1 Sam. vi. 10, 11, 12.

288. But that which helped me in this tempt.
ztion, was divers confiderations, of which three
in fpecial here T will name : the firft was, the
confideration of thofe two fcriptures, ¢ Leave
tiy fatherlefs children, 1 will preferve them
aiive, and let thy widows truft in me:’ and
again, ¢ The Lord faid, Verily it thall 59 weil
with thy remnant ; verily, T will cauf ti:c cne-
my to entreat thee well in the time of il &
Jero xbix. 11, chap. xv. 11.

28¢. I had alfo this confideration, that if I

- fhould now venture @l for God, Pengaged Gud

to tuke of miy conceramcnes ; but 1 1 forfook
Lim eud bus ways, for fear ol ainy. troubie that
fiunld €ome to me or mine, tihen I (hould Lot
only falfify my profifiion, but fhou d coust aifo
that my concernments were not fo fure, it left
et God’s feet, whillt 1 flocd to and fui lis
name, as they would bz if they were uoder 1Yy
own taition, though with ihe deuial of ae ..

of God.
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29¢. 1 bad alfo another confideration, and
1! at was, the cread of the torments of hell, which
i was fure they au(t partake of, who for fear cf
.2 crofs, do (hrink from their profeflicn of
Chril, his word and Jaws, before the fons of
ien s and ¢f the glory that he has prepared for
-nefe that in faith and love, and patience ftoud
to his ways before them.

2g1. ] will tell you of a pretty bufinefs : 1
wwas onc wbove all the relt in avery {ad and low
<-.ndition for many weeks, at which time alfo,
i being but a young prifoser and not acquainted
vith the laws, 1 had this lying much upon my
firit, That my imprifopment might end at the
pallows for ought that 1 could tell ; now there-
‘ore Satan laid hard at me to beat me wut of
| carty, by fuggefling thus untome ; but how, ‘if
vhen you coime indecd to die, you thould bc in
this condition j that ir, not to favor the things
of Ged, nor to have an cvidence upon your
foul for a better ftate hereafter 2 fior, indecd,
at that time, all the things ¢f God were hid
trom my {oul.)

2g2. Wherefore, when I at firft began to
think of this, it was'a great troutleto me ; for
1 thought with myfelf, that in the condition I
now was in, I was not fit to die, neither indc:cd
did T thick I could, if 1 fhould be called 10 1t ;
befides, 1thought with myfelf, if 1 fhould make
a fcrabbling fhift to clamber up the ladder, yet |
(.ould either with quaking, or other fympioms
of fainting, give occafion to the enemy to r&-
preach the way of God and his people, for
(keir timoroufnefs.

2¢3. | was alfo at this time, fo really pol-
[ffed with the thoughts of dcath, that oft I

T IR SN I s i
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was as if on a ladder with the rope absut my
neck : only this was fome encouragement ta
me, | thought 1 might now have an opportunity
to fpeak my laft words to a multitude, which {
thought would come to fze me die ; and, thot
I, if it mult oe fo, 1t God will but convert ooe
foul by my laft words, 1 {hall not count my hig
thrown away, unor ioft,

2g94. But yet all things of God were kept oug
of my ficht, and (il the tempter followed me
with, ¢ But whither mylt you go when you die?
what will become of you? where wiil you be
found in another werld ! what evidence bave
you for heavea aund glory, and an inheritance
among them that are fan@ified " Thus was
I tofled for many weeks, and knew not what
to de, ¢ That it was for the ward dnd way of
God that I was in this condition,” whercfore {
was engaged not to flinch from it.

295. 1 thought alfo, that God might chocfe
whether he would give me comfort now, or at
the hour of death ; but | might not therefure
choofe whether I would hold my profeflin or
not. | was bound, but he was free; yea, i
was my duty to {tand to his word, whethir le

; would ever louk upon me, or fave me ot (1o
s % .
laft ; wherefore, thought 1, the point 1 thus,

I am for going on and venturing my eternu! ifurz
with Chrift whether 1 have comfort here or i
if God doth not come in, thouslit I, ¢ | w) !
leap off the ladder even blindfoid into erernity,
fink or fwim, come heaven, com: he!l ; Lovn
Jesus, if thou wilt catch nie o, I will ven-

- tpre for thy pame.”’

296. 1 was no {ooner fixed vpun this redoln.
tion, but that werd dropt upon wme, ¢ Lok job
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{erve God for nought 2 as if the accufer bad faid,
l.ord, Job is ro upright man, for he ferves
thee by refpe&ls 5 ¢ halt thou not made an hedge
about him 7 &ec. but put forth now thine hand,
&nd touch all that he hath, and he will curfe thee
to thy fice.” How now, thought I, is this the
fion of an upright foul, to delire to ferve God
wher ali is taxen rom him 2 Is le a Gadly
man that wiil ferve God for nothing 1ather than
pive oui?  Dlefled be God: thea I hope I
Lave an upright heart, for I am refolved (God
giving me ftrength) never to deny my profeffion,
thotgh 1 have nothing at all for my pains ; an
us | was thus confidering, that feripture was fet
before me, Plalm xliv. 10. &e.

e ~
-~ ' .

Now was my heart full of comfort, for
I topzd it was fincere: 1 would not Lave been
withovt this trial for much. 1 am comforted
crerv v ne I think of ity and 1 Lope I fhal) bLiefs
God ferever, for the teaching I have had by it.
Mauy more of the dealings ¢f God towards me
bowiighe redate, but thels out of the fpoils awon in
{atties bave I dedicated to mainiuin the Loufe of
God, 1 Chronicles xxvi. 27,

M L e e ]
all the temptations that ever | met

The CONCLUSION.
'O
with in my life, to queftion the being

w

and trath of the Gofpel, is the worit, and worit
to be borne ; when this temptation comes, it
takes away my girdle from me, and remcveth
the foundatica from under me : O I have often
thought of that word, Hawe your luins girt about
awith truvth ; and of that, When the foundations
are deflroyed, awhat can the rightecus do ? Some-
times, whan after fin committed, | have locked
for fore chaflifemeat from the band of God,
the very.next that 1 had from him, hath been
the difcovery of his grace. Sometimes when |
have been comforted, | have called myfelt a
tool for my fo thinking under trouble. Anid
then again, when I have been caft down, I
thought 1 was not wife to give fuch way to com-
fort. With fuch {trength and weight have both
thefe been upon me.

2. I have wondered much at this one
thing, that though God doth vifit my foul wi-h
never {o blefled a difcovery of himfelf, yer {
have found again, that fuch hours have attended
me aftcrwards, that | have been in my fpisic (o
fillad with durknefs, that I could not fo much
as on-e conceive what that God and that com-
fort was, with which [ have been refrefhed.

3. have {ometimes feen more in a line of
the bible, thaw I could weil tell how to ftand
under, and yet at another time the whole hibiz
hath been to me as dry as ailick ; or rather my
h2ait hath been fo dead and dry unto it, that 1
could not conceive the lealt dram cf refrefhnient,
though I have looked it all over. |
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4. Of all tears, they are be't that are made
by the blood cf Chrift, and of all joy, that i
tiie fweeteft, that i5 mixed with mourning aver
Chnift: Oh! ’tis a goodly thing to be on our »
knecs with Chrilt in cur arms, before God, I -
hope | know fomething of thefe things.

5. I find, to this day, {even abominations in ¥
fmy heart: 1. Inclinations to unbelief. 2, Sud-
denly to forget the love and mercy that Chrift
munifelteth. 3. A leaning to the works of the
faw. 4. Waaderings and coldnefs in prayer,
5. Toforget to watch for that 1 pray for. 6.
Apt to murmur becaufe [ bave no more, and
vet ready to abufe what I have. 7. [ can do
none of thofe things which God commands me,
but my corrupticns will thruflt in themfelves ;
wien Favould do good, evil is prefent awith me.

6. Thefe things I continually fee and feel,
and am aflliGted and opprefled with 5 yet the
wildom of God dots' wrder them for my good *
1. They make me abhor myfelf. 2. They
keep me from trufting my heart. 3. They
convince me of the infufliciency of all inherent
iphtecuinefs. 4. They fhew me the neceffity
of fleeing to Jeluz. . They prefs me to pray
unto God. 6. They fhew me the need | have
to warch and be fober. 7. And provoke me
to pray unto God through Chrift o help me,
ond carry me through this world,  Amen.
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