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TO THE

SIR, |

JREADER |

g Marvail not that both your felf, E

and others do think my long
Imprifonment [trange ( or rather

§ that ) for verily 1 [honld alfs
B /ave done it my [elf, had not the
\ HolyGhoft long fince forbidden me.

1 Pet.q4,12, 1 Joh, 3.13. Nay
wverily that noiwithfanding, ad

|'ythe adver[ary but faftened she [up-

pofition of guilt wpon me 5 my

long tryalls mighe by this time

R bave put it beyond difpwse : for

1 have not hitherto been [s fordid,

& 2 10 fland to & Doctrine right or

A 3 wreng s

§ [frangely of me for the [ake of ‘

!

i
v
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"o?the Reader,

T
gentration, A Confeflionoft my -
Faith, and 4Reafon of myPra-
¢tife in the Worfhip of God s
by which alshough it be brief; Can-
did Chriftians, may 1 hope, with-
owt a4 vielation to faith or love,
jndge, 1 may have the voot of the

Tothe Reader, i
- wrong 5 much lefs when [o weigh- §
ty an argument, as above eleven §
years imprifonment 1S continually §
“dogging. of - me 16 weigh and panfe, g
and panfe again, the grounds and §

fowndation of thofe principles ,

for which I thus have [uffered : §
but huving not only at my tryall §
‘ﬁd?‘ﬂd them, but dﬁ)fmu, even 3

all- this tedions tract of time , in

cool bloed, athes[and timesbythe}
word of God examined them, and |
found them good s I cannot, I
dave not now vevolt or deny the )
fdme,_‘ on pain of cternal dam-

pation,

And - that my prz'miplc:, and |

practice may be open 10 the view

and judgment of all men( thenghl]
‘they ftand , and fall to none bt}

the word of God alone)Ihave in

this (mall treassfeprefeniedto this
. | gent-]

matter fonnd in me.
Neither have I inthis relasion
abufively prefested my Reader

with ether doltrine or practi-

ces , then what I held, profef]ed,
and preached when apprehended,
apd caft in Prifon, Nor did I
then, or -nowretain a Doi¥rine be-
fides,or which is not thereon groun-

| ded. The snbject I fbowld have
‘Preached spon , even then when

the Conftable came, was, Doft

thou believe on the Son of God > .

from whence I intended to [hew

the ablolute weed of Faithin Fefus |
Chrift 5

A5




" Tothe Reader. _ To the Reader.
Chrift 5 and that it was allo &'} for bwer 5 according 1o their tre-
shing of the higheft concern, for Kmendons Semvewce, . Indecd my.
men 10 inquire snto , and to ask Y principles are [uch, as lead meto
theii own hbearts whether they had R a dewial 10 communicare in:the
6t or w0, k1he  things of the Kingdem ef
Failth, and Holine[s, are my QChriff ; with ungodly and opes
 profeffed principles, with an en- Rprophanes neither can. Iin, orby
‘deavonr , [0 far as in me lyeth, Rehe [uperfitions imventions of this
to be at peace with all men, §world, confent that my Soul fhowld
what [ball 1 (ay, let mine cnemics Nbe governed, in any of my approach-
them|[elves be jwdges, if an) thing Yes to God, becanfe commapded to
in thefe following doétrincs, or if Whe contrary, and commended for
onght that sny Man bath beardlfo refufing. Whevefare exceps-
me preach, doth, or hath accord-Wing this eme thing, for which I
ing 10 the trueintent of my words,Qought mot to be vebuked ; I fhall [
[avonred cither of berefie of rebelli-Yruft in defpise of flander and fulfe-
on, I [ay again, let they them- bosd, difcover my [elf at all times.
[elves be judges, if ought they finde peaceable, and am obediens Sub-
in my writing or preaching, doth§ect.  But if nothing will de, an-
render me worthy of almoft swelvele[s I make of vsy confeience acontir
years imprifonment, or one thas de-Yrwal butchery, and flanghbter-fhop,
ferveth to be barged, or éani/l}cd inle[s purting owt my own eyes I
N1/ . Cor-
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T'o.the Reader,
commit me. to the blindto leadme; |
( as I doubt is defired by fome) 1 §
bave determinedthe Almighty God §
being my help, and [hield, yes to B

[uffer, if frail life might continue fo B

ling, even till the mofs [ball grow &

“on mine eye-browes vather then g

thus toviolate my faith andprinci-
ples,  Will a man leave the Snow |8

of Lebanon, that cometh from the @

rock of the fieldy or [hallthe cold §
flowing waters , vhat come from g

another place be forfaken 2 Jer. ¥
Hach a Nationchang-§ -
ed their Gods which yet are nog -

‘x8. 14,

Gods? Forall People will walk]
‘every one in the name of hisk
God, and we will walk in thelf
“pame of the Lord our God forg
ever and ever, Micah 4.5 .

l'l'othe Reader;
though wet Baptized with water ;

I [ay5% is my pre(emtFudgement fo - |

t0 doyand am willing'to yewder 4 fars

ther reafon thereof 5 hakl 1
leading hand of God :’%m.f“ h

ThineinBonds
for the Gofpel,

"9.B.

Towching my Praitice as 1o Comyl

wunion with vifible Saints, 4g*

thoug's
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" Confeffion of my Fuith

ERRAT 4, and a reafon of ny pra-

-page 811 AL lofs, P, 371 of> P°3“ : &ice in WO)‘/I)ZP, &Ca

. ‘3.‘r. tq)tntll\CC, Pc 420 l: 22,1, Chl‘:) ) o I - ‘ ) ' - )
..P. 4;. l. 18.!- iﬂﬁt“&. pa’Ot l' x’l Ke ,,

g1.lo 2. 1. and Biss 1. ﬁ‘ "“’“";"91‘ i‘: T - believe, that there is byt
. s ho B¢ \ $ . v 1, ¢ : .
r.noty b z".l o render. p.83.L 16, 0 there is none other but he.
d'.." P '“?fa.p: ”:l. 25.r.the Soul, P X028 To.ns there is but one God
;0 :‘;mt. :vherc fio LIW;&C- pe 17-3'.1' ".':‘ tbf thheFOfWh0m4r? ‘/z

dele bey, P 324 I a3, f (OMRIRWRIN ‘-

it the way things, And this, és life etty-
128. ‘0 90 F,' “t_ 4

wal tbat they mighe know thee, the anly
traeGod, &c, Adar, 12,32, 1Car,
8.8, Joh.17.3, A&s, 17,24, .

2. I believe, that this God is Al-
mighty; Eternal, Invifible, Incom-
prehenfible, &c. 1 am the Almighty
God, walk before me and be thow per- -
N et The erernall God ds thyrifuge.
. 3 Now |

\
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2 A Confefsion of Faith,
33.
of power, wifdom, juftice,
all thiﬂgg 5

Seltion ? Rom. 1.20. P2, 147. 5.
Zeph, 3. 5. 2 Thef. 2. 1o, Deut,

32.. 4 jObo 11.7.

4. Ibelieve that in the Godhead, §
- there are three perfoms or fubfiltances. §

There ave shree that bare recordin hea- § _ hat the
{ be counted worthy of that world, and

wew. The Father, the word,. m;jd
she

. 1 believe, that this God is un.
fpeakably perfe& in all his actributesy
trach, §

holynefs, mercy, love, ¢5c. his}
power is faid to be etersiall, his un-§
“derftanding and wifdem, snfinite ; be |
is called thejuft Lord in oppofition to
ﬂe is faid to be truthit felf §

and the God thereof : There is none ¥
‘holy as the Lord, . God % love. Canft §
thox by fearching find ont God, canft §
“show find ont the Almighty unto per- § Sraves Poall hear bis voice , and hall
| come forth, they that have done goea,

| 20 the refurvettionof life, and cheythas

’tdﬂb’.

A Confefsion of Faith, 3

Now wunto the king cternall, Immor- the boly Ghoft. 1]Joh.5.7. fee alfo,

tal, invifible, the only wife God, be§ Gen. 1.26. chap. 3. 22. chap, 11.7,
bonowr and glory for ever and cver.
Gen. 17. 1. Deut. 33. 26, 27. Il

Tim. 1, 17. Job, 11. 7. Rom. I1.}
5. equally one.

and Efa, 6. 8. S
g. 1 believe, that thefe threc are

in Nature , ' Effence, and Eternity,

Thefe three are ome, X
Joh.5.72.

6. I beleive, there #s a World to
Heb, 2. 5. chap, 6.5.

7. 1 believe,. that there fhallbea
refurre@ion of the dead, both of the
juflt, and unjult. Azany thar fleep

in the duft of the earth fhall awake,

fome to everlasting life, andfome to
cverlafting foame and contempt. Mar-
wail not atthis. Forthe bour ts com-
ing, in the Which all that are in their

bave dowe euill, to_the vefurreélion of

Damnation. A&.24. 1¢. Dan, 12,

2. Joh,s.28. . . .
8. I believe, that they that fhall

A2 of




_of the refurre&ion from ‘the dead, §

——— gt e

for they ave equalltothe Angels, ardf

arethe children of Gody being the chil- § They remembred that. God was their

‘drenof the vefurrection. LUk 1034 8 yoof * andthe high Godtheir redeemer.,

‘impenitent, fhill be tormented with
‘be caft with them into the Lake that
“their wovm dyesh wot, and the fire s}
- 48, Mar. 2541, 46, Joh. §. 209,

“ 10, Tbelieve, that becanfe God:is
‘natarally holy and jufd, “even asheis}
'Good and Mercifull ; therefore (allf

 withont the meansof a redeemer. T hes

 liver bim from going -downto the pit,

: A c"'onfef\'sim;_of Faith, 5.
B forgivenefs of ontr finse  Fer which ont,
sedding of blovd, 4s no remiffion. Job.
33.24. Col. 1. T4, Hebr. 9. 22,
171, I believe, that Jefus Chrift
our Lord hirnfelf is the redeemer.

4 y Confefsion of Faith,

neither marry nor are given in marri- g
age, neither can they dye any more, j

3 Sn35ﬁ Joh, r10. 27,28,39. Rev. 7. i Forafmnch as Je kaow, that ye were
16 chap. 20. 6. hofe that d 8 wor redeemed, with corrnptible things,

o. I believe, that thofe thatGYER . groo snd Gold, from your vain
eni : | \ conver[ation veceived by tradition from
the Dive! and his Angels, andfhall} your Fathers, Bt mzth- the préiiom
blood of Chrift, asof a Lam§ withous
blemifh', and without fpbt.- P, 78;
35, 1Det. 1.18,70.

r2. 1 believe, -that the greatrea.
fon why the Lord, the fecond perfon
in the God-bead, did cloth himfelf
with our fleth and blood, was. that
he might be capable of obtaining the
redemption, that before the world,

burns with fireand brimftone, where

uot quenched. Rev. 21.8. Mar.9.43.

Having finned ) none can be faved,

be 7 gracioss whto bim, and f4ith, de-)
flefb and blood, be alfo himfelf like-
wife took part of the fame 5 ( mark )
R B 3

7 have ‘found & ranfome. We bave
3 - thae

redemption throwgh bis blood, we;} the
or- 3

P VR ST I -

was intended for us.” Forafmnch then .
a5 the childrenWere made partakers of

T S S ST N T o I RPN " L -



gt bebooved bimin all things tobe made

 through fasth in Jefus Cbriff.  Heb,

6 A Confefsion of Faith. g 4 C"’f‘ﬁ""z.-"/ hflﬂh. h“)"

" that through death he might defiro o131 believe, thatt ¢ time when
hsm that 7544’ the power of fmb, fb,,]r !Rclothed himfelf with our flefh, was
is the Divel, and deliver thems who " the dayes of the reign of Cafar
through fear of death, were all their L AngHins then, I fay, and notcill
life time [ubject to bondage. W henthe [ then, was the word made flefh, or
fuluefs of- the time Was Come , God

clothed with our nature, Axd it
fent forth bis Son made of a woman, came to pafs inthofe days, thatthere
mads under the Law to redeem them

went ont 4 decre fromCaxfarAugufius,
that weve under the Law. 1 berefore §

8 1hue all  the World fhonld be taxed
K And Jofeph went up from Galilee, ont

like unto his brethreny that he might i of ¢ he City of Nazdr eth unto Judab,
be s mevcifull, and faithfull bigh. prieft § mwto the city of David, which s called
in things pevtaining to Ged , Tomake ! Bt’tblt"bfm' , becanfe be was of the
yeconciliation for she fins ef the people, ; bj”ﬁ' 't‘;v”:{lll"” wg;y{: g ‘:‘t}'j"gé e;;:‘;
bt bimfl .l ed wi dry bis eSpoufed wife bes
For inthat bim[elf hath (nffered being § oot with childs Andfoit was, that

? d, bedsableal :
z;;:fware igﬁ;fezﬁgé{:;o:;:}biﬁ j while they Were theve, the dayes were
deemed’ us from the cwrfeof the Law, accomplifhed, that [he fhorld be deliver-
being made a curfe for w. Asitss § ;d' S 7 bés child t”;;’&fetzf 'Zb,;"&%'

. sy . _ B Yy Jdsmeon was 10 ¢ ne ok, |
Written cuv[d is every one that is hang Whew be fuid, That be fhould nor fee

ed on a tree. That the blefling of A= § : , ”
0 e wicht come upo the G%mile: | doarls untilt be had fees the LordChrift.
* ¥ Joh 1,14. 1 Tim 3. 16. Luk.2.¥,

2. 14,15 Gal.4,4. Heb. 2.17,18. | %% €. 25,2627,

Gal. 3. 13,14,

§131 Aq'




them fear not 5 for bebold Ibring you ji*

- thes ddj in the Czt:y ofD;zfyjd, 4/};@;'.-

* bebold the Angel sf the Lord appeared

8 A Confefsion of Fairh,
4. 1 believe, therefore thatdthis ‘
very child, as afore is teftifiied. iS@ 0wty wife, for thar which ssconceive -
botl} God and man , the Chrift of e{l iny'bnfi;j:f the.bolj"éhoﬂ‘. And
the living God, And fbe bronghe foreh i foe foall bring forth & fon, wid thon

A Confefsion of Faith, <9

8 David, fear wok 10 take nnto thee Ma®

ber firdt born fon, and Wrapt bim sk oot call bis name Fefus; for be foal

[wadling clothes , and laid him in 8}l (00 bis people from their fins. Now
manger 5 Becanfc there was no »eom "yl 1his was done, that it might be full«
for them in theinn. Andtherewere § i whivh was SPoken of the Lord by
n the Jame Go””f”]/}"’l’h"”_’d‘ keep- W 1ha prophet, [aying s Behold a virgin
sug warch over their flock by night, And R g be with child, and [Fall biing
Lo, the Angel of the Lord came #pon & forth a fon, and they ball call his name
them, and the Glory of the Lord [bined y Immanuel, which being sntevpreted is
vound abont them . and they weve fore | ool with s#s. Luk.2.7 12, Mat.
afraid,  And the Angel faid wato {5y 24, B
{' 15. I believe, therefore that the
§ righteoufnefs, and redemption, - by
§ which we, that befieve, {land jult
i before God, as faved from the curfe .
g ofthe Law, isthe righteoufnefs, and
H redemption, that confiftsin the per-
8 fonal a@s,& performancas of thischild.
Jefus. thisGod mantheLordsChrift:it’
dconfifleth I fay,in his perfonal fulfilling
,. 4 : bthe faw for us; tothe uimoli require- "
unte bim ; faying, Fofeph, thow fon of Finent of the juftice of Cod, Dot
David, § . | shink

good tidings of great joy, which fhall
be to all people.  For unto you is bern

onr, which is Chrift the Lords -
And this ball be 4 fign unto yox
you fhall find the babe wrapped in (Wad-
ling clothes Lying in amanger.  Again.
Raut while be thought on thefe things,
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30 A Confefsion f Faith.
shink ( (asd be Ythat I am come to de-|8
froy the Law, or the Prophet 5 I'am §
‘not come todefiroy, baut tofulfill. By K
which meins he became the end of
the Law for righteoufnefs to every &
enc that believeth.  For whar the
through the fleflhy God fending bis oWn §
fon in the likene[s of finfull flefb, and |
snd for fin, oondemned fin in the flefh, B
So fimfhing tranfgreflions and makirg B
an end of fins, and making reconcie §
liation for iniquity, be brosght in §
cverlafting righteonfnefs.  Math, 5, ¥
17. hom, 10.3. chap. 8, 3. 1 Joh, §

3.8, 2 Tim. 1 9, Hebr.10.5,6,7, B

¥,9,.0, Dan,o. 24.

16. I belreve , that for the com- §
pleating of this work, he wasalwayes §#
finle(s , did alwayes the things that §
pleafed God’s Juftice, thatevery one §
of his acts, both of doing and fuffer- §
ing, and rifing again fromthe dead, § , o
‘was really and infinitely perfedt, being | dung that I may win C brift" and be
done by him as God-man ¢ Where- §

. fore §

A

A (onfefiion of Eaith, Tt

| fore his aQs before he dyed, are

called, the righteonfnefs of God, bis
blood, the blood of God; and berein

erceive we the love of God in that he
laid down his life for us. The God-
head which gave vertue toallthe adts

Law eonld 'not do inthat it was weak ;5 of the humane nature, was then in

perfed union with it, when he hanged
upon the crofs for our fins. Heb. 4.

15. chap. 7, 26,27,28. Joh.8"29.

i '@ 16 30. Rom. 3.21,22. Adt,

0. 28. 1 Joh, 3. 16. Joh.20,28.
Rom, 1, 4. .
17, Ibelieve, then that the righ-
teoufnefs that faveth cthefinner from
the wrath to come, is properly and
perfonally Chrifts, and ours buc as we
have union with him; God by grace
imputing ittous, Yea donbtlefs, and
1 count all things lofs for the cxcellency
of the knowledge of Chrift Fefus my
Lord, for Whom I have fuffered the
lofs of all things, awd do connt them but

fonnd in bim, not haveing my oWn

riglr




A2 A Confefsimn of Faish,

God 0y faith.  For of him are ye in

i the righteonfnefs of God in bim. Phil.
i 3,8, 9.1C0rn 1,30, 2Cor, 5. 20,
o2 ' |
’N‘ 18, I believe, that God , a5 the
ii* reward of Chrifts undertakings for
1 us, hath'exalted him to bis own right
i ! hand, as our mediatou-, and given

"l -of quick and dead : and all this thae

“humbled vimfelf unto death, eventhe
i1 deathof the crofs, (where he-dyed for
v our fins ) wherefore God hash bighly

01 wighteoufnefs , which is of the Law,
ML bae that which isthrough the fasth of
Chrift, the righteosfnefs which i of B

«“ exalted

-2

‘A Confefsion of ‘Faith, 13

& alted bim , and given him a name
K| above cvery name 5 That at the name

of Fefus cvery knet Monld bow, both of

. & thingsin heaven,and things in eart h, e
Chrift Fefss, whoof God i made unto F things that ave snder the earth. And
w5 wifdom andrighteonfnefs, and fan- |3 | ,
Elification, and Wd&mpfitm. For he | ?Efm C’Iyriﬂz'a Lord tothe glory of God
L bath made him to be fin for s who ¥ the” Father. |
knew no [in, that we might be made [ to preach unto the people, and to tefti-
1y, that it was he that was ordained
B of God to be the judye of quick and
o dead.  who wevily was foreordain-
| ed, before the foundatson of the world,
b bt Was manifefin thefe laft times for
N you, who by him do believe i God, Who
i; | ' | K raifed bim from the dead, and gave
|1 bim a name above every name; and § him glory that your faith and hope
"\ bathmadehim Lord o all, and judge §

that every tongue [bould com(efs that

And be commanded s

might be in God, Ph. 2.5.-—10:

: dar b Eph. 1. 18,——22. A&. 10 42,¢h,
1 we who believe mighttake courage | 17 31. 1 Pet. 1, 19,206,210,
i to believe, and hope inGod, 4xd B

(1 being found in fafbion a5 a4 man, he §

19. 1 belicve, thit being onthe
right band of God in heavén, he

§ doth there effe@ually exetcife the

office of his excellent prieihood, and
mediatorfhlp, preferiting himfelf con-
tinually




14 4 Can]fef-fio}: of F.cit/).'

tinually before God,. in the righte-
oufnefs which is accomplithed for us, H

when he was in the world, Forby §

the efficacy of his blood, he nor one-
ly went into the holy place, but be-

ing there, and having by it obtained §
eternal redemption for us ; now,.

as receiving the worth and merit
thercof from the Father ; doth beftow

upon us grace, repentance, faith,and &

the remiffion cf fins: Yea he alfo
received for us,. rhe holy Ghoft to be
fent. unto us, to afsceridin us of our

ing then we have a great high prieft,
that is entred snto the heavens, Fefus
the fon of God. Lt s hold faft onr
profeffion. For there 18 one God, and

she man Chrift Fefns.  For by bis own
blood be entred intothe holy place, ba-
ving obtained etornal redemption for
‘ms,  For Chrift ¢s not entredinto the

boly places made with hands, which |

are

SRS

ity

. I
co o ot e s L s,

A Confefsion of Fairh, 13 |
ave the figare of the true 5 but into heae
wven st [elf, woW ‘to apprar incte pre-
fence of God for s, T herefore being
by the right band of God exalted; and
kaving recesved of the Father, the proa
mife of the holy Ghoft ; be bath fed
forth this which ye mow fee and heay.
Hebr.8. 4. 1 Tim. 2 §, Hebr, 9,12,
24. Ai§. 31, chap. 2 33,

20, I believe, that being there,.

! he fhall{o continue till the reltitution
| of all chings, and then he thall come
{ againin Glory, and fh |l fitin jude-
adoption and Gloty : Forif be Were § : { - o jdg
on earth be lonld not be a Prieff . fee- §

| fhall their judpment be.

ment upon all leth,  And [ believe .
that according to his fentence , fo

Repent ye

[ therefore and beconverted, thar Jyour
| fins may be blotted ont-when t' ¢ times

| of refrefhing foall come, from the pye.
one mediatonr between God and men, § o pre

fence of the Lord ;and he frall fendfefius

¥ Chrift, which before was preached um-

| wntill the refitution of all things,

?
to you whom the beaven must receive,

fpo-
holy pro-
Forthis

[fam,

ken of by the mouth of all the
pbet.r, fince the World began,




- A Confefsien of Faith, 15 R17 A4 Confefsion of Faiith,

e Jefus which ye bhave feen ga B life eternal. For the dayof the Lovd
{:;:.”intz l{mwﬂ, /)m[;jb come-,f " Iiie & .wil:’ come 4 4 thief i the might, in the
manner, a5 ye have [een bim gointo 8 which the beavens fhall pafs away with
beaven. For the Lard himfelf foall § a great nosfe, and the elements foall
defcend from heaven with a [hont, melt with fervent beat ; the earth alfo
With the voyce of the Arch-angel, and and the works that are therein ball be
the tramphet of God, &c. Whenthe 8 burnt-np.  Seeing then that all-thefe
fon of man [oall come in his glory, and B things mafl be diffolved, What manner

all the bily Argels Withhim, then be
Pall fit upon the ihyone of his Glory.
And before him [ball be gathered all
nations 3 and be hall (eparate them one
from another, a5 a [hcpheard divideth
“bis flecp from the Goats.  And he fhall
fet his. focep on husvight hand, bus the
Goats on the left.  Then (Fall the
King fay to thews on his right hand,

Come ye blefed of my Father,inberit §
the kingdom prepared for you from the 3
foundationof the world,  Then halhe B
fay te them on the left band, Depart
from me ye Carfedinto everlafting fire B
prepared for the Divel and his Angels

And thefe fhall goaway intoeverlaff-
ing punifiment, but the righteops into

\ life

¥ of perfons oﬂgbt wetebesn all bbl} con-
B verfation, and godlinels s looking for-
R and haflening untothe coming of the day

| of God.

W herein the beavens being on:

& fire foadl be diffolved, and the element s
8 Qall melt with fervent bear, A&, 3.
120,21, 1 Thef,4, 16. A&, 1.11,
f Mat. 25.371,32,33. 41, 46. 2 Det,
B 3.10,11,12.

21. I believe that whenbhe comes,
bis fuints fhall have a reward of grace,
for all their work and labour of Love

B which they fhewed to his nameinthe

wotld.  And every man fhall rescive
| his own reward, according to bis own
| labour. And then PBall every man
have prasfe of God, Awd behold 1

“come




A Confefiion of Faith, 18

we, to give toevery man according as

Lord, Knowing that of

e fhall recesve the reward of snbheri- I}
tance , for you ferve the Lovd Chriff, §
1 Cor. 3, 8. chap. 4.5. Rev, 22. 12, §
x Cor. 15,58, Col 3,24,

B was given s in Christ Tefws.
i 3 24. chaF. §.17. 2Tim, 1 9. .
ie

1 19 A Confe[sisn of Faith,
come guickly, and my reward lewith f§ - | |

his work fbak be. wherefore my bee How C’Jﬂﬁ 15 made ours s or 5’
loved brethren, be fedfaft, unmove- i
able always abounding in the Work: §
of the Lerd; forafmuch as ye know g
Your labour i not in vain n the h

the Lord B

" what meaws this or that man,
bath that benefit by hims, usto
fand juf} before God mow, and
in the day of [udgement,

1. Y believe, webecing in- ;¢ qi4.
I full Creatures in ocr 'c_,{,'fm, g

B felves, that no good thing
f done by us, can procure of God ¢he
g imputation of the righteoufnels of
R Jetus Chrift. But that the imputation
| thiereof,ss an all.f grace,a freegiftwithi-
i out our delerving, Being juftified freely
§ by bis grace through the redemption thas
§ 7 in Jefus Chrift. He callod su, andfa-
§ vedws . with an holy calling, Not
| according to onr works. but according

to his own purpofe and grace , which
Rom.

2. I be

ve alio, that the power

N of imputing rightcoufnefs refideth

onely




A Confefsion lof Faith, 20

ture, and the righteoufnels alfo s,
and bis onely.

without works, [aying, Ble[fed are they
Whofe iniquitics are forgiven, and

whofe fin 15 covered 5 Blefled 25 the

fin.. Hence thereforeit is faid again,

that men hall abundantly stter the me- §

mory of his great’goodnefs and [ing of his

rig htoon[nefs.

145.7, Rom, 9..15,16.

. 3. 1 believe, that the offer of tzhis;
" righteoufnefs , as tendered in the
Gofpell, is to.be received by faith: |

we

| Ao SOUR a1 A Confefsion of Eaith,
onely in God by Chrift : 1, Sin being B : ff f - ‘
the cranfgreffion of the Law ; 2. The &

foul that hath finned, bei‘nghis_grca- B felves,

L B who fhall deliver me from the body of
Even as Davidalfo B »a 04) 0]
deforibeth the blefsednefs of the man, |§ thisdeath,  1thank God throwgh Fefws

to Whom God-imputeth vighteonfirefs &

we ftill in the very a& of receivingit,
judging our felves (inners in our
0b wretched manthat I am !

Chrift, Believe in the Lord fefus
Chrift, and: thou foalt be faved. ' The

Y GoSpel is preacked in all watsons for the
obedience of faith:  Being- juftified

B freely by hus grace, thronghthe redemp-

be Lord will not imprte B ~.. k . )
man towhom the 4 | tion thar 7 in Jefies Christ 5 whom

Gad bath fet forth tobeapropitiation

(& [acrifice tonppeafe the difpleafure

For be [aithin Mofes, B of Geod

* Iwill have mercy, on whom I will have §
mercy, and 1 will havecompaffion,on K
whom 1 will have compaffion, So |
then, it #s wot in him that willeth, nor.

in him that rusneth, bat inGodthat §
Preweth mercy. Rom. 4. 6,7, Pl

) ‘through. faith in hés blood,
To aeclare bis vightcon(nefs for the re=
miffion of fins'that ave paft through the
forbearance of Ged ;, to declare 1fay,

| at this timse bis righteonfmnefs, that be

might be juft, .and the juftsfyer of bim

t that belicveth on Jefme.  Beit known
q #nto you thevefore, men and brethren,

that througlythis man is preached snto

N Jou the forgivenefs of fins, And By
| Yoimz all that belicve are justifyed from
‘all things, from. whichtbey cowld not

be

\ I




a2 A Confefsion of Faith,
be jaftifyed by the law of Mofes. Rom,
2.24. A& 16,31, Rom 3.24.25,

A&, 13.38,39. »
. 4. T believe, that this faith, asit

refpe@eth . the imputation of this g
righteoufnefs, for jultification before ¥
God ; doth put forth. it felfin fuch §

als,as purely vespett the offerof agift. B §
| isnotto be found with any butthofe,

It receiveth, accepteth of,imbraceth,

or truftethtoit,  As many asreveiv- §

ed bim to them bhe gave pewer to bes

come the fons of God, even tothem that |
f not venture their fouls and eternity

believe on bis name. This is A faithful

faying, and worthy of all acceptation, §
that fefus Chrift came intothe world §
to fave finicrsy of whom Iam chief, |

In whom yealfo tiufted, after that ye

nal doings and fufferings of Chrift :

| it being faithin that, and that onely,
that can {“uﬂify & finner inthe fight of

God, Job. 1. 12, 1 Tim. 1.15. Heb.
tr.13. Eph. 1. 13 |
I believe,chat the faith that fo doth

in whom the Spirit of God by migli-
ty power doth work it ; all others
being fearfull and incredulous, dare

uponit. And hence it is called the

faith that is wrought by the exceeding
great and mighty power of God: The
faith of the opevation of God. 'And

| hente it is chat othersare faid to he
| fearfwli , and fo unbelieving. Thefe
with other ungadly finners muft have
their pare in the lake of fire. Eph. 1.
18,79, Col.2, 12, Eph.2,8. phit,
.19 Rev,21.8. = a

heard the Woyd of tosth, theGospell of
yowr [alvation: In whom alfo after |
that ys believed 3¢ were feal
‘with the holy fpirit.of promife. 1 believ
. therefore, that as to my juftication |
“from the curfe of the Law, 2am, s
1 ftand in my felf, ungodly, to receivit §
. accept of, imbrace, -and cruft to thip § wally wronghe in- none; bue thofé
| oy - - which

| A Confefsion of Faith, 13
righteoufnefs, that is already provi-
| ded by, and wrapt up in the perfo-

6. I bilieve,’ that this faith is eff2- -



234 A Confejsion of Faith,

‘which before the world, were ap-
pointed unto Glory. And as man
‘as were erdained unto eternal life be.

Yieved , That he might make known |

the riches of his Glory, npon the weffels

of mercy, which be had before prepared §
‘unto Glory, We give thanks nwto God |

alwayes for you all, making mention

alwayes of you in onr prayers , remem- |
bring without ceafing your work of §

faith, and labonr of lovey and patience
" o}[ hspe in onr Lord Fefus Chrift in the
fight of God ; knoWing brethres, be-

loved, your elettion of God, Butof]
‘the reft hefaith, - ye believed not be-} -

_canfe ye are not of my fheep, as I faid,
.which'latter words, relate to the 16,
‘. which refpe@eth the ele@ion of
GOd- | .]Ohr]Oo 26. . ‘ _
T herefore they could ot belseve, b
canfe  Efaia _
blinded their eyes, and hardenedtheir

hearts that they flonld mot fee With§

“their.eyes 5 nor ﬂﬁdcrﬂand with their
bears | and I [fhonld heal ,tbeg,
. AU,

¥ P) Grace, thew it 55 up

#o more work,

-;Jl.v':é»Sml, the. L
aid again: he bath}
[aid 14 an z'n/jerz'tance,
am;l:dz'ng to the
Worketh all thingy 4 ter ¢

of his owy m’ﬂ% . o e

A Confefsion of Faith, s
A&.13.48. Rom.9.23, 1 Thef, 1,

23,4 Joh. 10. 26, chap, 12, 3%,
39’400 :

of Election.

x.l believe that Eleion is free
i and.permanent | being fonnd-
€d 10 Grace, and the unchangeable
will of God, - Even fo thew at thiy
prefent time alfo there is & vemmanp

Aceording to the ¢ lection of Grace : And

move of

works . otherwife grace is w0 more

grace.  But if it be of Works, thense

% 10 more of grace, otherWife work 4

. Neverthelefs
dation of God Randerh fﬂrcf,'tizgz?!:;
ord knoweth Who ere
“e I8 Whom alfs we haye obtasued
being predefiinated,
Parpefe of hims whe
conufasl
Rom, 1,4, ;ﬁ'g

2 Tim,




26 A Confefsion of Faith.
2 Tim, 2. 19. Eph. 1. 11. '
2. 1 believe that this decree,

I - choyce or ele®ion, was beforethe

foundation of the world ; and o be-
fore the ele® themfelves, had bein
in themfelves,; For God who quick-

. eneth the dead , and calleth thofe-

things which be not as though they
were, {tayes not for the being of things,
to determine his eternal purpofe by,
but having all things prefent to, and
in his wifdome, he made his choice
before theworld was, Rom. 4. 17.
Eph.1.4. 2Tim. 1.9, a

3. I believe, that the decree of
ele®ion is fo far off, from making

works in us forefeen, the ground or
caufe of the choyce, that it contain=
eth inthe bowels ofit, not onely the

perfons, but the graces that accom?

pany their falvation. +And hence i
is, that it isfaid ; .wg are predestina
ted to be conformed to theimage of his
fon;, not becaufe .we are, bur, that

we fhonld be holy and Withowt bl:zme
\ ~ - befere

A Confefsion of Fasth, 39
before bim in love, For We are bss
workman/lip, created in C brift Jefus,
unto Good werkes, whichGod bath bew
fore ordained that we fhould walk ix
them. He bleffed us according is be

N chofe sis in Chriff.  And hence it is

again that the falvation and calling

of which we arenow made partakers, - |

is no other then what was given s
in Chrift Jefous before the World began ;.
according to his eternal purpofe
which he purpofed in Chrift jefus our.
Lord, Eph, 1. 3, 4. chap. 2 10,
chap. 3. 8,9,10,11, 2 Tim. ¥, Q.
Rom 8. 20, ) ’ ' -l) ".
. 4 I believe that Chrift Jefusis he:
in whom the ele® are alwayes con-
fidered, and that without him there.
is neither eletion, Crace, nor falvas
tion.  Having predef ingted us tothe.
adoption of children, by J¢fus Chrift 1o
lyi.mfcl.f 3 accarding the gqoa_f plcafure~'oﬁ- -

bis will 2 to the praife of the glory of
bis grace: Wherein be hath made we,
qqepted n t’;e éclovtd, | In Wbpfé we
| C 2 have

L}
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A Confefsion of Faith, 29

' a8 A Confe[sion of Faith,
“ bhaveyedemption throngh ks blood, t be U wwhay then 2 Ifrael hath not obta'ved
forgivene(s of fins according to the vich=  thar which be feckerh for, but the
es of hisgrace. T hat in the dtffe?ff&!- elellion hath obtained it, andthe reft
[ation of the fullne[s of times, he'msgfgt Were blinded. . For Ifrael hath not.
ather together in one, all things in \ been forfaken, nor Judab of his God,
Chyift, both which arc in heaven, ard | of the Lovdof kofts ; thengh their tand
which are inearth eveninbim.  Nei= | was flledwith [in, againft the holy one
ther is their [alvation in anyother: for } of Ifrael. When Ananias madein-
sheve s nonie other wame snder heaven | terceffionagainft Sea/, faying, Lord
iven among men, whereby We muft | T have heard by many of tlfis man,
e [aved. Eph. 1.5, 6,7+ 19 A&. hqw much evil he hath done to thy
4.12¢ | . faints at Jerufalem, and here he hath
s. I believe, that cthere isnot any authority from the high.prieft to
impediment attending the ele@ionof § bind all that call upon thy name.
God, that can hinder their convet- § What faid God unto him ? Go by
fion, ‘and eternal falvation, More- § way, for he is achofen veflel anto me,
over whew ke did predeftinate, them' § to bear my name before the Gentiles,
be alfo called; und Whom becalled,} and Kings, and the childrenof Ifracl,
thews be alfo juftifyed, and whom be| Rom.8.30,31,32,33,34. chap, 1.
iftifyedihens he alfoglovifyed : whasl7. ler. st 5. A 9.12,13, 14,
Mall-we fay to thefe thingsy if qu bey 1s. : e o
for s, Who can_be againft s p:who| 6 Ibelieve that no mancanknow
. foall lay any thing to the eharge of | his cleion, &ut by bis calling. The
Godseiclt ? ItitsGod that j;uﬂif)gctb: v:flels of mercy , which God afore

who is he: that " condemperh ¥ &ceiprepared untoCGlory, do thus claim

. What
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30 AConfefsion of Faith. .
4 (hare shercin: Even s, [ay the,

Whom be bath called, not enely of the §
Fews, but alfoof the Gentiless As he B
Iwill call th cm my B
anl
ber belcved , Which was not beloved, §

alfofaithinO[ee s
people, which were not my pecple,

Rom. 9.23,24,"%
~ » 1believe iherefore,

to bring us to Chrift, to grace and
lory’

_caufe they are chofen to be brought

¢0 heaven that way ¢ that is by thels
_faith of Jefus Chrift, which is the end§
whercfore ' .
vather brethren give diligence tomakl}l
your calling and leélion [ure. 2 Thel

of effeual calling,

2. 13, 1 Peto I, 12, 2 FCt. I

10,

| that ele@i- |
on dSth not forefta!l or prevent the§
‘means which are of God appointed|

tur rather puiteth a neceffity§
upon the ufe and cffe& thereof ; be-§

|- ven Images,

A Confefsion of Faith, 31
of Calling.

1, I believe, that to effe®ual Colling
the holy Ghoft muft accom-
pany the word of the Gofpel, and
that with mighty power : I mean
that culling, which of God is made
to be the fruit of ele®ing love, f
know {aich P asl, to the Theffalonians
brethren, beloved your eleftion of God .
for onr GoSpell came not unto jou i
word oncly y but alfoinpower, andin
the boly Ghoft, andinmuch affsrance,
&c, 1 Thel. 1.4. 8. Otherwife
menwill nor, cannot, hear and turn
Samuell was called fonr times, before
he knew the voice of him that fpake
from heaven. It is faid ofthemin
Hofea . That as the Prophets called

| thera fo they went from them; And

inftead of curning to them, facrificed
to Balaam, and burnt incenfetoGra-
1 Sam 4.6, o. Hof.
C gy 11,




32 A Canfefsion of Faith,
11, 2. The reafon is, becaufe men
by nature, are not only dead in fins,

but enemys in their minds by reafon of
wicked works : The callthenis; A-

wake thouthat flecpeft, andarife from g

she dead, and Chrift [hall give thee
light. Eph.§.14. Underftand;

therefore that effe@ual callingislike §
that word of Chrift thatraifed Laza- B
vus from the dead : A word atten- |
ded with an arm, that wasomnipo- §

tent, [ azarus come forth ¢ was a

v ord to the dead ; but not onely fo : 8
It was a word for the dead ; a word §
that raifed him from the dead; a §
word that outwent all oppofition ; §
and that brought him forth of the §

- grave, though bound hand and foot

therein. Job. 11, 43. Fph.2 1,20 K bagh chofen thee, faich he, that thow

Heb, 10.33. Gal. 1,15, A, 9. §
Ard hence it isthat calling, is fome-|

times exprefled by quickening, a- Y
wakening, illuminating, or bringing §
“them forth of darknefs to light thas §

amazeth, and aftonifheth chem, Tor
1]

peared to him in glory,
d  Ananins t0 Sanf is experienced but:

A Confefsion of Faith, 3%
as it is a ftrange thing for a man that -
lay long dead, or mever faw thelighe
with his eyes, to be raifed out of the -
grave, or to be made to fee that
which he could notfo much as once |
think of before, fo it is with effe@u-~
al calling 1 Pet, 2. 9. Hence itis
that Pax/, whencalled, tood trem- |
bling and was aftonifbed : and that
Peter faith, he hath called us out of
darknefs snto his marvellows light
Eph. 4. 21, A&, 7. 2. Ineffe@®ual
calling the voyce of God is heard,
and the gatesof heaven are opened s |
when God called 4brabam, he ap-
Oh that.of”

by few. The God of onr Fathers

| Pouldeft knoww bis Will, and fee thas.
\ jnft one, and fbonldeft bear the voyce
of bismoath, A®,23,14. Trueg

Sanls call was out of the ordinary
way, but yet as to the matter, and
truth of the work, twas no other

| then:



34 4 Confe[sion of Faith.
then all the chofen have, wiz.
1. An effexiual awakeningabout

" the evil of fin, andefpecially ofun- %
And therefore

belicf. fob. 16 9.
when the Lord God called Adam,
he alfo made unto him, an effectual

difcovery of fin; infomuch thar he

fiript him of . all his righteoufnefs,
Thus he alfo ferved the §

Gealer. Yea itis fuch anawakeoing, |

Gen, 3.

as by it, he fees he was without Chrift,
without hope, and a ftranget to the

comnion: wealth of Ifrael, and with-. §
A8 16,29, K
Ohthe dread and B

amazement that he guilt of {in brings

qut God ipthe word.
30' ‘pri 2. L2.

wich it, when tis revealed by the God
of héaven:
of -mercy,
who calleth #s
his fon in us.

2. In effectual calling . there is
areat awakenings about the world to

‘ome, and the glory of unfeen things ;
rhe refurrecion of the dead;
‘ eternal

and tike toitis the fighe §
when it pleafeth God, ¥
by his grace, to reveal §

and |

A (onfefion of Eaith, 35
cternal judgement ; The falvati-
on that God hath prepared for them
that love bim; with the bleffednefs
that will attend us, and. be uponus,
at the coming of our Lord Jefus
Chrilt, are great things in the foul
that is under the awarening calls of
God. And hence we arefaid to be
called to Glory, tothe ebraining of the
Glory of our Lovd Jefss Chriff. 1
thel 2, 12, 2 Thef 2. 13 14.,

3. Ineffeual calling, chere isalfo

a fan@ifying vertue; And hence we

are faid to be called with an boly call~
ing,withan heavenly calling :Called

toglory and vercue, ZBut ye are a cho-

fen Generation, a royall pricithood, an
holy mation, a peculiar peple, thas
01t fhonld [eW forththe praifes of him
who bath called you ont of durknefs into

 his marvellons light Heb. 3.1, 1Thef,
4 7. 1Pet. 1.8,0,Vea effeuz] calling

hath annexed toit, asitsunfep.rable
companion, the promife of through

th&ification, Faihfall is be that barh

cakled




| 36 V C’vnﬁﬁz’m of Faith,
called you, who alfo will doit. 1 Thef, |

- doth therefore produce, 1. Faith
and therefore it is faid, that faith §
cometh by hearing; by hearing the |
word that calleth usunto the graceof E
Chrilt. For by the word that callech g
us is Jefus Chrift held forth to us ; §
- and offered to be our righteoufnefs:, |

 19. chap. 4 4

23 23,24
? 2, 1 believe, that effeGual calling

and therefore the A poftle faith again,

that God bathcalled us nntothe fellow- |
Pip of bis fon fefws Chrift thatis to |
be made partakers of the riches of |
~ grace, and the righteoufnefs that is §
in him. Rom. 10, 17. Gal, 1. 6. j

1 Cor. 1.9,

2. It producethhope; It pivetha §
ground tohope; and therefore hope g
is faid to be the hope of onr calling. §
And again, Ewen usjyon arecalled in |
| with an heart-drawing invitation, to

ane hove of yowr calling.  Eph. 1,18,
e I . Now the Godly
“wife know, whofo miffeth of effe&u-

al calling, miffech of erernal life; be-§

caufe

- nal life,

A Confefsion of faitb. 37 ‘

caufe God juftifyeth none but them
whom he callech; and glorifyes none
but thofe whom he juftifyes: And

therefore it is that Perer faid before,

Make your calling, and ( fo ) your
cleltion fure: make it fure, chat is
prove your calling right, by the word
of God, For whofo ftaggereth at
the cectainty of his calling | cannoe
comfortably hope for a fhare in eter .
Remember the word umo
thy Jervant, Whereon thon hap caufed
me to hope. My [owl fainted for thy
(alvation, bat Ihopein thy word, Pfa,
119.44.81.

3. It produceth repentance, For

when a man hath heaven, and hell

before his eyes, ( as he will have if
he be under the power of effeQual
calling ) or when a man hath a reye-
lation of the mercy and juflice of God,

lay hold on the tender forgivenefs
of fins; and being made alfo to be-
hold the goodly beauty of holinefs ;

it
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it muft needs be, that repentance §

appears, and puts forch it felf, unto

felf.revenging acts, for all its wick- |
ednefs which in the dayes of igno- |§

And hence B 1o, yet may come, When Ado-

is that fuying, 7 came ot tocall the B fes feared that through bis being o-
[ verburthened | with the care of the
g children of Ifrae/, fome unruly, or

il iniUl] paffions might thew themfelves

rance , it delighted in.

righteons but [inners to Repentance.
Forthe effe@ing of which,the preach-
ing of the word of the Kingdom, is

molt proper : Repent for the King- |

dsm of Godisat hand. Mar. 2. 17,

chap. 1. 10. |
1. Repentane is a turn-

Chrift : a tarning of it {from 44
{in, ard the Divel, and

pent are faid to loath, and abhor
themfelves, for all their abominati-
ons. .1 dabhor my [elf, (sidIob, and
repentt im duft, and afbes. 1zek. 0. 9.

- chip, 2. 43. chap, 36,321, Job, 4.2. |
2, Cod- |

§,6. Ezck, 10. v, laft.

‘A Confefsion of Faith, 39
2. Godly repentance : doth not

'onely. affe@® the foul- with the loath-

fome nature of fin thatispalt ; but
filleth the heart with godly hatred of

in him, what faith he? 1 befeech thee

| kill me ont of hand, if 1 hawe found
B grace ix thy fight, and let me mot fee

ing the heart to God in Of R pen ;;? my wretchednefs, NUM, 14.13,14,15.

See alfo, how that, that Panul call-

 cth godly repentance, wrought in
darknels ; tothegoodnefs and grace . ;he, uprigac Corint bians

A lolviels that bs in him. » B fiith be , this felf fume thing that
and holynefs thatis in him, Where- 2 €, this [elf [ame thing that ye

fore ghey that of old arefaid tore- W cnrse wronght in yon what

R clearing of your felves 2 “yea what fear?

Bebold

forrewed after a Godly forty what

Jea what wehement defive, yea what
zeal, yea what revenge? Inmallthings
Jou have approv cdyonr felves to be
clear in this matter. 2 Cor.7, 9, 10,

11, o
4. It
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A Canfcﬁidn. of Balth, 4o

It produceth alfo Love ;

Wherefore Paul when he had put
the church in remembrance that they

““were called of God ; addes, That

concerning brotherly Love, 0f Love,
they had no need that he

fhould write unta them. 1 Thel
4: 17. 19. As who thould fay, If
God be fo kind to us, to forgive us
our fins, to fave our fouls, and to
give us.the kingdom of heaven ; let
thefe be motives beyond all other, to
provoke usto loveagain. Farther .,

1f we that are thus beloved of God: -
are made members of one mans body,

all partakers of his grace . clothed all
with his glorious righteoufnefs, and
are together appointed to be the chil-
dren of the nextworld; why fhould
we not love oneanothere Beloved,
sf God [oloved ws we onghe alfo to love
one another. 1 )Joh 4, 11, And tru-

ly fo we fhall, if the true graceof

- God be wpon us; becaufe we alfo
fee them to be the called of Jefus,
Travel-

A Confe[sion of Fanth, s
Travellers, that are ofthe fame coun-
trey, love, and take pleafure onein
another, when they meetin a ftrange
Land, why? we fojourn here in a
firange countrey, with them that
are heirs together with us of the pro-
mifed kingdom and glory, Heb. 11.

. Now as 1 Gid, this holy love,
worketh by love; Mark, Lovein
God, and Chrift, when difcovered,
conftraineth us to love, 2 Cor. g,
14.. :
The name, therefore, and word,
and truth of God in Chrift, together
with the fincerity of Grace, of faith,
and holynefsin us, are the delightfull
objelts of this love.P(a.119.47,127.
159. Pfla. §- 11, and 69. ;6. and
1:9. 132, and 101, 6, For it im-
braceth with delight, and complacen-
cy, but as it difcerneth theimage of
God, and of Chrift in the Sou!, his
prefence in the miniftery ; anda fuit-

- ablenefs in our worthip to the word,

and mind of Chrift, Pf4.26.8, and
27.




Il 42 4 Confefion of Fairh, |
I 4.1 Thef. 5. 13

- ing affli&ions,

27 4. and 84,1

FPhiL 1y 9. Eph.o4. 32

Love alfo hath a bleffed faculty, §

and heavenly, in bearing and fuffer-

over!ooking

ﬂi.fm offices the neceffities of the
Saints

2 kind, charity envyeth not, charity

ethnot ber own 3 15 10t eafily provo' ed ;

thinketh mo evil, rejoyceth wot ininie |

qgHity, but vejoycethinthe truth; beay-
eth all things, '

charity never faileth, 3 Cor 13.

1 Pet. 4.8 Gal g.13. Inaword |
it defigneth a holy converfirion in |

this world; that God, and Chrift,

and the word of may be glorified there- |

by. 2Cor. 11.10,11,12

I Pet, 1,
12. chap. 3,16,

of

putting up wrongs, i
the infirmities of the §
‘brethren, and in ferving inall Chri- §

Charity [uffercth long, and |

| belicveth all things ; |
hopeth all things, endureth all things

A C‘onfe[:ian" of Faith, 43 |

Of the Scripiwres,

'TOuching which word of God,
1

thus believe and confefs.
1. That all the holy feriptures are

“the words of God. A/ feripraresis
given by infpivation of God.  For the

vannteth ot it felf, #s not puffed up, -‘{ prephecy of the [cripture came not in old

doth not bebave it [lf unfeemly . feek- |

time by the Will of man  but holy men
of God, [peak as th'y Were moved by

the bely Ghofty 2 Tim. 3 16, 2Pet,

1‘24!0

2 1 believe that the holy ferip-

tures, of themfelves, without the

‘addition of bumane inventions, are

able to makethe man of God perfe&
inall things, and1hroughly to furnifp
bim wunto all good works. They are
able to make thee wife anto falvation

 through faith in Jefus Chrift 3 and to

thee 1n all other things, thateither
refpe® the worthip ‘'of God, orthy
walking before all men. 2 Tim. 3,14.

17,




- A Confefsion of Faith, 44}

17.. 2 Pet. 1. 19,20,31.
3. T believe, the great end why

God committed the Scriptures to [

writig was, that we mightbe ins

fira®ed to Chrift, taught how to §

believe, encouraged to patience, and

hope, for the grice that is to be |

‘brought unto us, at the revelation of

Jefus Chrit ; alfo, that we might |}

underftand what is {in, and howto
avoid the commiffjon thereof, Pob,
20, 39, & foh. § 13. Rom, 15.4

Concerning the Works of men ( faid §

David ) by the word of thy lips, I

have keps e from the pathes of the §
Through thy precepts [ §
get underltanding , therefore I hate |

deftroyer.

every falfe way.  1have hid cthy word

in my heart, that I mightnotfina- |

gainft thee. Pfa.17.4. ard 119,
104.. 2. 11. o
4. Ibelieve that they cannot be bro-
ken, but will certainly be fulfilled in
-all the -prophecies, threatnings, and
promifes, either tothe falvatior:i, ot
am-

dimnation of men, They are like
thac flying roll | that will go over

all- the earth to cut off and curfe;

In them is contained alfo the blefling,
they preach tousalfo the way of fal-
vation ;- Take beed therefore leff that
come upen yon which is written in the
prophets , Eebold ye despifers | and
wonder and perifb, For I work awork
1 Jyour dayes, awork whichyou (% all
in-no wife belicve, thongh a man de-
clarest wntoyon. Cal 3.8, A&s 13,
40,41 'Joh, 10 35. chap. 12, 3.
47. chap, 3.17,18, 19. Zach.s. 3.

34 . .

5. 1 believe Jefus Chritt, bythe
word of the feriptures, will judge ail
men at the day of door; For thatis
the book of the Law of the Lord, ac-
cording to Pauls Gofpel, $ob, 12.
41,49. Rom 2,16.

6; I believe, thut this God made

the world, amd all things that ave theve-

inyfor in Six dayes the Lord made Hea-

ven and Enyth, the Sea, and all that
- | i

‘_.\
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thereof for the children of God, that

. pointed, and the bounds of their habita:

32,8, AQs 17,16

'_;',', them i alfo that after the time bf
the making thereof, be difpofed of it to

“ed for ‘the government of the whole

T

ACV?I}(C l15am. Of ‘F /&'”b. ,l

the childven.of men, with a preferv

Moxld in  all ages be born thereunts,
wWhen the moft high divided to the natis
ons.. their snheritance, when be [epara.
ted the Sonsof Adam ; be [fet the bounds
of the people according tothe number o
the “children of Mrael, for as be wad:
of -ome blood all nations of men for tg
dwell- upon the face of the earth, fo e
hath determined the times before ap-

——

tion.A&s 17, 24, Ex0,24,19, Dey,

Of Magiftracy,.

1. Believe, that Magiftracy is Gods
ordinance, which hehath appoint-

world.; And- that itisa judgment of

- God, so be without thofé minifters of

- God, which: he hath ordaisied #o pa
: - | wick'd ;-

. Wickcdﬂeff te fbame, _]ﬁdg 1 87

Whofeever therefore vefifteth- the
power | vefiffeth. the ordinance of
Go_d' s, and they that refiff ) Ball
receve to themfelves  damration .
For rulers are not 4 tervor to gooa}
works -but to the evil, wilt thow wee
then be afraid of the pWer, dy thas
which is Good andthow * alt have praife “
of the fame.: For he isthe miniffer of
God to thee for good, B sf thou-dy
that which 4 evill, be afraid, for be
beareth not the (word in vain y For he-
# the minifier of God, a revenger to

execare Wrath upon him that doth evil s

wherefere, ye muff needs be [u bjelt .
#or onely for wrath, but alfo for Cone
feience [ake : For this canfe pay ye
tribute alfo for they are Gods minif-
ters attending continually unto this ve-

rything. Rom. 13. Many-are - che
- mercyes we receive, by a wellqaalifi-
~ed Magiltrate, andifany fhallac any
time- be otherwife inclined, /ot s .
Lew.avr chriftianity in a patient fuffér-

ﬂlg'




ing for well doing, whet it [lall pleafe |

God 10 inflil by them,
A reafon of my Prailife in
Wworfhip,

. A my Faich, [ now comccpﬂ)e‘w
you my pra&ife in Worthip,wich the
reafons thereof, The whichI fhall

have occafion to touch, under ¢wo |

diftin® heads,
I, With whom I dare not bold
commnunion, : .
2. with whom I dare.

Only, firft, Note, that by the |

word Communion I mean fetlowhip
in the things of the Kingdom of Chriff,
or that which is commonly called
Church eommunion, the C ommuni.
on of Saints. For in civil affairs and
.in things of thisWorld that are honeft,
I am not altogether tyed up from the

.fornicators thereoff} glCo;j.s c?’f 10. r) _4
orei ifcourfe
ndethand meinche e 1 § Reifily put che difference . both by
: C

| inthe firlt fenfe,
~underRtand me inthe firlk fe Now.

§ by this aflertion,
Aving thus made confeffion of |

| ble Saint muft

A Reafomof ' 1
Now, Then, I dgre not bave com- |
manion with theis that profefs nor

Jaith and holinefs ; or that are not
vifible Saints by calling : but note that
I meddle not with
heis a vifible Saing
do I exclude the
be bid from

the ele@®; but as
by calling; neicher |
fecrec Hypocrite, if he _
me by vifible $aint Jhip. Wherefore
Idare not have communion with men

R from a fingle fuppofition, that chey

may be ele®, neicher dare | exclude
the other from a fingle fuppofing thae
he may be a fecret Hypocrite, |
meddle not here with thefe things, 1
onely exclude him thae i not a vifi-
ble Saint : Now he thatis vifibly or
openly prophane, cannot pe then a-
vifible Saint, ; for he thatis a vifj-
profefs faith, and re.
pencance, and confequently bolynefs
of life: And with none cjfe dare [
communicate, '

Firlt, Becaufe God hinfelfhach fo

word ‘

~
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word and deed ; For from the be-
ginning, be did not only put adif.

ference between the Seed of tiie wo . §
man and the children of the wicked, |}

onely the inftin& of grace and change

of the mind as hisown, but did catt |
out from his prefence the facher of all

the urigodly , even curfed Cain when
he fhewed bimfelf open prophane,
and banifked him to go into the

Land of the Runnagate or Vagabond, §
.- whete from Gods face, and fo the

priviledges of the communion .of

Saints he was everafterhid, Gen. 3. fhall be boly for I am holy

15. chap. 4. 9,10. 14,15,10. |
Befides, whenafter this, through

the policy of Satan, the children of §

Gain, and the feed of Serh, did com-
mix themfelves in worfhip, and by
thar means had corrupted the way of

God : what followed, but firlt, God}

judged it wickednefs, raifed up Noab

to preach againft it, and after that,|

bzcaufe they would not be reclaimed,

he brought the floud, wpon the whole]
S *' world]

" AReafon of 5 B
world ef thefe ungodly , and fayed |
onely Noah alive becaufe he had kept
himfelf righteous. Gen, 6. 1,203,
11,1°,13,

Here I could inlarge abundantly,
and add many moreinftances of alike
nature, but 1 am here onely fora }
truth upon things, 3

Secondly , Becaufe it is fo often
commanded in the Scriptures, That |
all the congregation fhould be boly. §
L am the Lord your God, Je frall |
therefore fanitific “your felves; andye  §
Xekall 3
bt holy, for I the Lord ]our-Goa/'};m
holy Santlifie your felves therefore
and be ye boly, for I am the Lord yorr 3
God, Befides, 1. The Gatesof the 1
temple were to be fhur againftall o- 1
ther,  Open ye the Eates. that the
vighteors nation |, thap keeperh the g
sruth miay enter in s T bis Gate of the
Lord into Which the righteosss fhall en-
tev.  Thus fasth the Lovd  no Branger 3
HBCIreumcifed in kearr, or uwcivenm-

D 2  cifed 8
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53 my Practife in worfhip.

cifed i flefs foall enter into my fanTu- |

ary of any franger which is amongft

‘the childres of Ifrael, 3. Becaufe,

the things of worfhipare holy, Be

ge holy that bear the veflels of the Lord. §
3. Becaufe all the limies, and bounds §
of communion are hoiy, Thisisthe §
law of the howfe, npon the top of the |
mountain, the whole limit thereof fhall §
e moft holj 2 Behold this is the Law §
Lev. 11. 44. chap. 19, [
2. chap. 20. 7. 1Det. 1. 15,16, Efa. §

26. 2. I'fa. 138. 20. Ez¢. 43.12. §
| 2. Phil 1.1, 1Thef 1. 1,

“Thirdly, T dare not have commu- 8 the members. of fuch Churches, go

nion with them ; Becaufe the exam-~ g
ple of new teftament churches before §
us, have beena community of vifible g
Paul to the Romanes, writes g
thus: 7o all thar are ar Rome, be- |
loved of God, called tobe Sasnts, And §
to the reflt of the Churches thus: §
nto the Charch of God which is at §
" Covinthy, to them that are [anttified
in Chrift Jefms , called to be Sﬂ’#_;l.
op '

chap. 44. 9. Efa. 52.11.

A Reafon of 5
To the Saints that are at Ephefus, and
to the faithfull in Chrift jefus; Toall
the Saints that are at Phifipps with the
Bifhops and Deacons.  To the Saints
and faithfull brethren which are at
Coloffe. 'To the Church of the T bef-
falonians, whiclrisin God the Father;
and in out Lord Jefus Chrift; d*‘c;’
Thusyou fee under what denominatie
on, thofe perfons went of old, who
were counted worthy to be members
of a vifible Churchof Chrift. Rom.
¥ 7. 1 Corit 2; Ephix, 1. Col. 1,
Befides,

under fuch chiara®ers:as thefe.
6!. The calledof Chrift Fefus. Rom,

I, 6. ‘

2. Men that have drank imo.tﬁe

| fpiric of Jefus Cbrift. 1 Cer, 12. 13

3. Perfons in whom was-
Tather., Eph. 4 6. God che
4. Th.ey were all.made pareakets
of the joy of the Gofpell Phil,
L7 . ’

D3 5. Perlons




$4 . my Prafiife in mbrjbip,‘ _

s.. Perfons that were cireumcifed |

inwardly. Col. 3, 11.

6, Perfons thae turned to God |
from Idols, to ferve the living and §

true God. 1 Tbef. 1. 4.

7. Thofe that were the body of §
Chrift, dnd members in particulars §
“that is thofe that were vifibly fuch ; g
becaufe they made profeflion of faith, E
of holynefs, of repentance, of love §
to Chrig , and ot felf denyal , at

their receiving into fellowfhip.

Fourchly, - Idarc not hold commu- §

nion with the open prophane :

1, Becaufe it is promifed to the [
Church, that the fhail dwell by her §
felf, that is, asfheis a Church, and §
fpiritual 5 Lo the people fhall dwell a- §
alowe, and fhall not be reckoned among §

the nations, Num, 23,9,

* 2, Becaufe this is their priviledge. E
But ye are a chofen generation, aroy-}

" all priefthood, an holynation, a peculi-
. arpeople;, that ye foould foer forth the |
praifesof him, whokath called you oﬂ} '.
. : 8 .

A Reafon of  §S
of darknefs into his marvellous light..
1 Pet. 1,2, 10, '

3. Becaufe this is the fruit of the-
death of Chrift , who gave himfelf

for us, that he might redeemas from- {1

all iniquity ; and purify unto himfelf
a peculiar people zealous of good:
works. Tit, 3. 14, |

4. Beaaufe this isthe Command-
ment: Save yonr felves from the un-

" toward generation. A&, 2, 40, .
§. Becanfe with fuch it is not

poffible we fhould have true and fpi-
ricual communion.  Be not une;uably
Joked together with snbelievers: For
what Cellowhip hath righteonfnefs with
unrifhteonfnefs ¢ And . what commu-
wiow hath light with darkpe(s 2 And
what concord hath Chrift-with Belial ?
Or what part hath he that believeth

With an infidell? Or What agreement .

hath the temple of God with Idols?
For ye are the temple of the living God,
as God hath [aid, will dwell i1 thems
and walk in them, and 1 will be their

D 4
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I 56 my Prné?‘xﬁ' 51 worwip,
| - God, and they fall be wiy people.

wherefore, Come ont from among thews,
and be ye feparate (asth the Lord, and

sosich not the unclean thing, and I will §
recesve you, and 1 Will be a Father 5
unto you [asth the Lord Almighty, |

2 Cor. 6, 14—18.

Fifthly, I dare not hold communi. §
- enwith the open prophane, :
1, Becaufe this would be plowing ;

with on Ox, and an Afs together:

heavenly things fuit beft for commu-

nion in heavenly matters,
10,

2, It: fubje@eth not the natore of |

our difcipline, which is not forced, | **¢%¢7- Pl 106.:5, 26, 27,

but free, ina profcfled fubje®ion to §

the will and commandment of Chrift::

others being excluded by God'sown § thote deadly punifhments o; his, with

t which he hath threatned to punifh B 4-

o f &l itlelf s faying. When afword
17, 2 Cor, 8, 12 chap. 9 7. 13, | isupon her Glyars, her meghty, her
| chariots and treafures, af{word alfo

prohibition, ZLevir. 1. 3. Rom. 6.

chap. 8. 3. ‘
Pasl alfo when he exhorteth 775.

- . moathy to follow after rightcoufnefs ; |

Faith, Charity, Peice, Gc. ( which | € in the middeft of her.

are |

f‘ . A'R(lf@ﬂ Of;g :
are the bowels of Church communi-
on ) hefaith, do it with thofe that calt
on the name of the Lord, ont of apare
heart. 2 Tim, 2, 22,

Sithly, In a word, to hold com-
munion with the open prophane, -is
moft pernicious and deftru@ive.

1, "Twas the wicked multitude,

| thac fell a lufting, and that tempted

Chrilt inthe deferc, Num. 11, 4.
2, Tt was the prophane, heathen,

E of whom Ifrael learned, to worfhip

Dext.13 , Idols. They were mingled among the

beathen, and learned theiy works, and
Jerved their Idols, which were a [nare

3, It is the mingled people that
God hath threatned to plague with

fhall be upon the mingled people that

Dg And
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- the ordinances of God,
‘rebells faith the Lord -God. L«
st [affice you , of all your abomina.§
tions, that you have brought into my
fan nary flrangers |, uncircwmcifed §
in beart, and wncireumeifed in fley,

"t0 be in my fantluary to pollute it B
even my howfe , when ye offered my R
bread  and the fut, and the blood ;]
And they have broken my Covenant, §
becanfe of all their abominations, Eze, |

o — .

58 'ﬂ)y Pmﬁ:fe io:p -

And no marvail : for, »
1,. Mixed communion polluteth
Say to th

44.6,7,8

2. It vselateth the law.; ber priefs §
have violated my Liaw, and prophancd §

mY boly things,  ( how ) they bave

pue no difference, between the holy and |
prophane , neither-have they fhewed dif- §
ference between the wunclean, andthe §

clean, Eze, 22.6.

3, It prophaneth the holynefs of §
God : fadab hath dealt treachiron(ly, |
. and an abomination g5 committed in
Ifrael, and Jernfakem : For Judsh §

o .' bath

T

Lord which be loved, and bath maryi
ed the daughter. of a firange God.,
Mal 2, 11, - |

4. 1t defileth the cruly Gracious; .
]

veneth theWwhole lump : Look diligent- ¥

Know ye mot that alittle Leaven, lege

ly therefore lefb any root of bittermefs
fpringing wp tromble you , and there-
by many be defiled. 1Cor,5,6, Heb, 12, |

15,10,
Laftly, To conclude, asI faid be~

fore, it provoketh God to punifh

with fevere judgments: And there-
fore heed well. '

1. As I faid before, The dt"own-’
ing of the whole world was occafion-

ed, by the fons of God commixing
themfelves wich the daughters of men,

and .the corruption of worthip that
followed thereupon, Gen. 6, and 7
chapters, ~

2, He fent a plagueuponthe chil-
dren of Ifrael, for joyning themfelves
uo the people of Moab; and for
L | follow

4
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- GT my Pu&:fe in wor[bip,

following their abominations in wor--

fhip : And:let no-man think | that
now 1 have-altered the flate of the

neftion: for it is all one with the
Church. to. Communicate with-the
prophane ;, and to facrifice, and off-r
their gifts .to the Divel: the reafon
is, becaufe fuch- have by their fin
forf:ken the prote@ion of heaven,

and are givenup to their own heart- B
“fufts, and left to be overcomeof the - E

wicked  to whom they have joyned
their felves. Nam, :5, 1,2.3,4,5.
%of, 22,17, Dent, 32,16 . 19, P/a,
100,30, 490, Dent, 12, Leat;7,
1.2 ¢, Nehy1~,20,

Foyn not dyom felves, fzithGoﬂi to §

the wicked, neither in religion nor
marriages, for they Will tarn aWay

" thy fon from following me, that they §
5 may ferve ather Gods , [o Will the an- §
s 'gcr of the Lordbe kindled againft yon,

i . and destroy thee fuddainly.

- Solomon King of Mracl fin by thefe

things ? J¢. awiong wany nations was §
| there. |

AReafenof @
theve no King like him who Was beloy-

. td(’f’]éf Gﬁdi )

Hear how P.ul liandleth the poine ;-
Thes 1 fay, [aithhe, Thatthe things
whichtheGentiles oropenly proptune

- Jucrifice; they facrifice to Devils, and ' '

wot to Gods Ani ; wonld not that you
Poonld have fellowfoip with Divels.
Xe cannot drsnk of the Cup of the Lord,
and the cup of Divels : Ye cannot be
partakers of the table of the Lovd, & of
the table of Divels, Dowe provoke the
Lordto jealonfie? dre we fironger them
be? 1 Cor. 10, 21,22,23. I conclude
that chereforeit is an evil, & a danger
ous thing to hold Clurch-communion
with the open prophane, and ungod-
ly. Tt pollucech his ordinances s- It
violateth his Law : It prophapeth his
holynefs: 1t detilech hisptople . and
provoketh the Lord to ‘fevere, and

terrible judgments, |
Didnot §

Objell. But we can prove in-all

“#ges, there have been the open pro-

phans-
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phine in the Church of God. .
" Anfw, In many ages indeed it

hath been fo; but marke, they ap-

peared not fuch, when firft they were
received unto Communion neither
was they with Gods liking, 35 fuch
to be retained among: them, but 10,
order to their admonition repentance
and amendment of life : of whichif
shey failed , God prefencly threat

ned the Church ; and either cut them.

off from the Church; as he did the
Idolaters, Fornicators, murmurers,
Temprers, Sabbath.breakers; with
K o1 &b, Dathan, Achanandothes:

or elfe cut of them with the C_h‘urch |
and all, ashe ferved the tentribesat

one time, and the two tribes at

another, My God [ball caft them
away, becanfe they did not hearke

‘to him, .and they foall be Wanderers
among the nations. Exod, 17, 48,
2 Cor, 6, 1 Cor.5.4,5 510. 12,
13. ‘Exo. 32 25. Numb, 25.1 9

~ chap, 21,5,6 chap. 1.4.37. chag.

that notion, but rather as Korab.

A Reafonof
16, chap. 15 32 36. Joth 7 2Kin,
17. Ezek. 2.2, chap 23, Hofg. .7,
Nch 13.1,2,3, 1mugh:here greatly
enlarge bur I only intend brevity;
yet ler me tellyou, that when Nebe-

mi.h underftood by the book of the

~-Law ot the Lord, thatthe Ammonite, .

and the Afoabite thould not come
into the congregation of God ; they

feparated: from Ilrael all the mixed

multitude,

Many have pleaded for

the prophane; that they thould abide - |

in the Churchof God ; but fueh have

not confidered, that Gods wrathat

ell times hath with great indignation
harh been fhewed againft fuch offen.
dersand their conceits. -Indeed they
like not-for to plead for them under
and hiscompany.  Allthe congrega.
tion is holy every one of them ‘Num,
16 3. Bue it makech no matter by
what name they are cilled; if by
their deeds they fhew themfelves o-
penly wicked : {or names, -and no-

tions,

37
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| tions, fan@ify not the heart, and:

nature : they make. not vertues of.
vice, neither can it fave fuch advo-

cates, from the beavy curfe both of
The ri_hteoss men

God and Men, _
they fball ju gethem after the manncr
of adultereffes | and: after the manner
of women that [Fed-blood, becanfe they
are adulrerkﬂe:, and blocd is sn thesy
bands. Fro, 17. 15. chap. 24 24.
Eze. 23.48.

Thus have I fhewed you with whom
1. dare not have communion : And
now to fhew.you with whom I dare,
But in order. thereio, 1 defire you
firlk to take notice ; That touching
fhaddowith, or figurative ordinan-
ces; I believe thar Chrift hath or-
dained but two in his Church, iz,
Water baptifm and the Supper of the
Lord : both which are of excelient
ufe to the Church, in this world,
they being to us reprefcntations of
the death, and refurre®ion of Chtift,

and are as; God fhall make them,’

helps

;J'.Ru[on of 65

helps to our faith therein; But I count
them not the fundamentals of our
Chriftianity ; nor grounds or ruleeo
communion with Saints : fervants
they are, and our myflical Minifiers,
to teach and infru& us, in che moft
weighty matters of the Kinpdom of
God : I therefore here declare my
reverent eficem of them, yer dare
not remove them, asfome do, from

the place, and end, where by God

they arefetand appointed, nor afcribe
unto them more, then they were or-
dered to have in their firft, and pri.
mitive inflicution : Tis poflible to
commit Idolatry, even with Gods
own appointments: But I pafs this,

and come to the ching propounded,
Secondly, then, I dare bave coms-
munion s Cherch communion with
$hofe that ave vifible S aints by calling
with thofe that by the word of the
Gofpell, have been brought over to
faith and_holynefs  And'ic maketh
0 matter to me, what their life vag
here-

L
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heretofore, if they now be wafbed, if
they be fanttificd. if they i ejuftificd in
the name of onr Lord Fefus C brift, and
by the Spirit of onr God. 1 LoL. 6.
9, 0, 11.,- Now in order to the

- difcovery of this faith and liolynefs,
' and fo tofellowthipin Church- com-

munion : I hold it requifite that a
faichful relation be made thereof by
the party thus to be received; yeaif
need be by witnefles alfo , for the
favisfaltion of the church , that [he
miny receive in fasth and judgment,

fuch as beft fhall fuit her holy pro»]

A&sg.26,27,28. 1 Cor,j
- 16. 10. 2Cor. 8. 23,

thefe Texts do refpe® extraordinaryj

feflion;
Obferve it;

otticers; and yet fce, thar in ordet
to their reception by the _hurch,
there was mide to them a faichful

relation, of the faith and holynefs of
thef: very perfons; For no man may|

intrude himfelf upon, orthruft bim.
felf upon, or thruft himfelr into a
without the

- Chuorch

fulpe@ed by fome ,
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Church have firft the knowledge,
and liking of the perfonto be received ;

| if otherwife there is a dooropened

for ail the hereticks in the world
yea for Divels alfo if they appear in
humane fhapes, But Pasul fhews
you the manner of reeeiving, by

pleading ( after fome difgrace thrown

upon him by the falfcn poftles ) for
his own admiffion of his companions :
Receive m, faith he, we bave wrong-
ed no man . we bave defranded no mans
we have corrupted no man i and o
concerning Timothy, Jf Timothy
come, faith he, fec that he may be with
you withont fear , for beworketh the
work of the Lord, as Ialfo do. 2 Cor,
2. 2. 1 Cor 16 10. Alfo when
Paul fuppofed that Zsrss might be
fee how he
pleades for him : If any db enquire of
Titus . be 25 my partner, and fellow

“helper, concerming you, or-omy bre«

thren be enguiredof, they ave the mef-
fengsss of the Charches, and the glovy
. . gf
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Chriff. 2Cor. 8.23. Pbaebeallo

L ‘when the was to bereceived by the

. Charch at Rewre; fee how he fpeak-

" ethinher behalf: I commend anto you
Phxbe our fifler, which jo 4 fervant

of the Church, Which i at Ceuchrea;
that ye veceive ber in the Lord, as be-
cometh Saints ; and that you affif her
ow whatfoever bufinefs (Ve bath nced of
you 5 for he hath been a fuccourer of
many, and of my felf alfe Rom. 16,
1,2 Yea when the Apoftles, and

brethren fent their Epiftles, from

Jerufalem to Antioch : under what
chara®ersdothofe go, that were the

| meflengers to~ them?
" Saul was  Jt fermed good,umto the hely
in Antioch Ghost, and towus. to-fend
before, bu' cholen men nntoyom, with
beingbrought oy beloved Barnabas, and
inio (ufpcs- Saul

py fal
o:”ﬂv{“f’ﬁ zarded thesr lives forthe
had need of pame of car Lird Jefus

. ampw wom- Chyift, 8&c, Alts 1§.25,

m ndation, 26..27.. Now though.
“the

men that have ba.
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the occafion upon which thefe tom-
mendations were written, were not

fimply, oronely, in order to Church
relation, but alfo for other caufesy .

yet becaufe the perfons concerned
wete of the Churchesto be received
25 faichfull, and fuch who would pat-

take of Church priviledges with them,

they have therefore, their faith, and
faithfulnefs relate to the Churches,
as thofe that were particularly imbo-
dyed there. Befides Timothy and
Titws being extrordinary officers,
ftood as members and officers in every
Church where they were received :
Likewife Baraabas,and Saul, fuda,
and Silas, -abode as members, and
officers thete where they were fent,
*Twas requifite therefore that the
Letters of recommendation, fhould
be in fubftance the fame with that re-
lation, that ought to be madetothe
Church, by or for the perfon, thatis
to be imbodyed there. But to re-
e ; J dare have commumion, Churche
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70 my Prattifeinworfbip.
6 .S ;
ommunion with thofe that arevifible

Saints by calling.

Quell,  But by wimt rule Would
yom receive bim into fellow! ip with your

Jebves. '

- Anfw. Even by a dilcovery oftheir

faith and holynefs ; and rheir declara.
tion of willingne(s to fubjell themfelves
to the.daws and government of Chriff in
bis Charch.

. Bucfl. But do you not count that
by water-baptifm, and not otherwife
that being the initiating, and entering

ordinance, -they ought to be received

into felowfhip,

Arfw. No; Bat té'rry, and take

" my fenfe with my word, For herein

lyes the miftake, To think that be-

caufe in time paft, Baptilm was admi-
~ niftred upon converfion, that therefore
st & the initiating, andentring ordse
sanceinto Church-communien :when
by the word no fuch thing s te(lifyed
- ofit, Befides, thatitis not fo, will
- be manifelt, if we confider thena-

ture

<A Reafinof
mt‘c s
ﬂﬂnce.

. That ordipance then | that' fr-the "3
itiALing or eAtering avdinance ag bo- 3
fores Doth give torhem thar partake
thercof, avight to, andabeing of mems |
beripig, with that particelar Church,

by Whick it zs.adminiftred. 1 Iay; a

right to, and a being  of member-
fhip, without the addition of another

'Church-A&.  This is.evident by the
Law. of gircumcifion, ‘which was the
injtiating Law of 0id ; For bythedd-

miniftration of that very‘ordindnce,
‘the partaket thereof wasfarthwitha
-member of that congregation, awith.
 ont the addition of anotherChurehéalt,

.Gen, 1%, This is declared invits firft

inftitution, "and: therefore’ itis calléd’

_the token of thgCovenant; The token
or fipn of righteonfnefs of Abrabawis
Yaith, andof the vifible memberfhip
-of thofe that Joyned thethfclves to the
Charch with bim ;. the very inletingo:

Church‘communlon ;. chat gave a be-

o o ing

NS §
and power of fucly an ordi. g
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ing ‘of memberfhip among them §

~ And thiis Mofes himfelf expoundsic ;-
. Every Man-fervant aith he, thay &
L ponght with money when thon bafb cira

’

over + without the.addition of another
Church-a®, to impower him thereuns

to; his circimcifion hatly already pi-

ven him a being there,and foa right

to, and priviledge in che blefling of
.Chiurch-relation : 4 Forreigney and
an bived fervamt foall not eat thereof.
( becaufe not circumcifed )
& flyanger that [ojourncth With thee, §
willkeep she P afsiver to the Lord let akl §
his males be civcumecifed, and then bet
bim come near and keep it. ( for then
‘he igone of the Church ) and ke fhail |
"be as one born sn the Laad, for no un-
circumeifed perfon . [ball car theveof.
Exo. 12, 43, 45 40, 4’7: 489 49. |
- Neither could any other thing, accor-
- ding to the Laur of Ciréamtifion, give
« the devouteft perfon that breathed, a
heing -of memberfhip with them. §

Hc,

| 73 .
W Zle that i borsin thine bonfe,C5 b that

cumifed bilp, be fball eat of the pafs- §

t when

R

—y C g

-A Reafow of .

45 bong bt with thy money, maft necds be
circumeifed GG the uncircameifed man-
child, whofe fle.h of his foreskin is not

¢ reamoifed, that Soul fball becus off

from his people.  Gen, 17, 13, 14,
Note then, that chat whichis the inje

| tiating ordinance, admitteth none
8 into Church.communion, but thofe

that ‘fir{t parcake thercof ; The Angel
fought to kill Aofes himfelf, forat.
tempting to make his child 2 member
without it, Note again, thac as it
admitteth. of none to memberfhip
withoutit . 10 as I faid,the wery aét of
circumcifing them, withont the adds-

| tion of another Church 41, gavetiem

a being of memberfhip with that very

Church, by whom they were cir- ..

cumcifed,  Exo, 4. 24, 2%, 26,

§ But none of this can be faid of Baptifis,
Firly thereis none'debarred or threag.
ned tohe cutoff fromtheChurchif r'hc'y*
| be not firlt baptized : Secondly, nej-

ther doth it give to the perfon bapt;.
, E zed,

——
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* zed, a being of memberfhip, with
" this or that Church, by whofe mem.
bers he hath been baprized.  Fob
gathered no particular Church, yet
was he the firft, and great baptizer
with water; he preached Chrilt to
come, and baptized with the baptifm
of repentance, and left his Difciples
to be gathered by him. A&s 19. 3,
4,5, Andyo himfballthcgathcrmg
of the peeple be Gen, 49. 10, Bc
fides after Chriflts afcenfion, Philly
baptized the Ewnsuch, but made him,
by thac, no member of any particular
Church: We onelyread, that Phil.
Zp was caught away from him, and
that the Esunuch faw bim no more,
but wenton his way rejoycing to hu
Mafters and countrey of Ethiopia
Afls 8.35. 40 Neither was
Cornelins made a member of the

AReafon of b1
at Antioch, by them that were fcat-
tered from the Church at Persfalens,
by their baptifm ( if they weie bapti-
zed at all ) joyned to the Church at
ferufalem. A&sx1,19. No, they
were after gathered, and-imbodyed
among themfelves, by other Church
a@s, Afts 16, What fhalllfay ¢
Into what particnlar Church was
Lydia baptized by Panl, orthofe
fir(t converts at Philippi? Yeaeven
in the fecond of the A&ts, Raptizing
and adding to the Church, - appear to
be a&s diftin@: but if Baptifm were
the initiating ordinance, thenwashe
that we Baptized made a member;
made a member ofa particularChurch,
by the very A& of water baptifm
Neither ought any by Gods ordinance
to have Baptized any, but with re-
fpe& to the admitting them by that
A&, to a being of memberfhip in
this particalar Church, For if it be the
initiating ordinance, it enterech them
into the Church : What Churchp
' . “E 3 ~ Inte

baptized at Peters commandment af
Cafarea. Als 10, chap.11. Nl
ther were they that were converte

R
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Into avifible Church; Now thiereis |

no Church vifible but that which §
Univerfal |

-is particu lar ; The
‘being-utterlyfinviﬁble, and known
to none but’God. The perfon then
¢hat is baptized ftands by that, a
member of no Church at all, nexther
" of the vifible, nor yetofthe invifible,

fo by Baptifm, for he mult bea-vi-
fible Salut before, elfe he ought not

to be baptized Aés 8.37. Atts 9.

17, Atts16.353.
Take it again

ther particalar nor univer(akl : nes-

ther doth it make thee a viftble Saint : §
It therefore gives thee neither right §

to, mor being of member,Vip at al,
Biprized, |
Anfw. That th:ir own Faith by

" that figere might be ftrengthened in |

“the death and refurre@ion of Chnift,

snd that themfelves might fee, that§
the'g® -

Baptifm makes|
shee no member of the Chaurch, nes-§

A -Reafon of
and buryed, andirifen with bim to
rewrnefs of life.;qdo. did not feal
to the Church that they were fo
( their farisfation as to that arofe
from better argaments ) but raughe

the party himfeif, that he onght fo
to bz, Farther, It confirmed to bis

A vifible Saint-he.is, but not made § fown confcience the forgivencls of

fins, if by unfeigned faith he laid
hold upon Jefus Chrift. Csl.2-12.
Rom. 6.3, 4. Gal. 3.26, 1 Cor., 15§.
29, Af¥s2.38. Afts22,16.1 Pet.
3. 271,

Now then, if Baptifm be not the
initiating ordinance, we muft feek
for eatring fome other way, by fome

- other appointment of Chrifts unlefs

awe will fay, that without rale, with-,

Quest, But why then were they§ O order and without an appoint-

ment of Chrift, we may enterinto

| his vifible Kirpdom, The Church
“ander the Law had their initisting

and gntering ordinance, it muft there-
fare by unlefs we fhould think thag
k3 Mofes -

" they have profefled chemfelves, dead,
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word offaith, and their converfation
by a moral precept. W herefore that
| is obfervable, that after Pasl had
declared himfelf found of faith; he:
falls down to the body ofthe Laws:
Recesve s, [aith he, we have wrong=

78  my Practife inwerfhip, .

Mofes was more punGual and exa&
then Chrift, bug:that alfo our Lord
hathi his enteringhppointment, Now
that which by Chrift is made the door
of enterance into the Church, by that
we may doubtlefs enter 5 and feeing
Baptifm is not that ordinance, we | ed noman, we bave corrupted no man,.
ought not to feek to enterthereby, | we bave defranded noman, he faith
but may with good confcience enter § not, I am baptized ; but 1 have
without i, | wrongedno man, ¢c. 2 Cor. 5 18,
 Quef. But by what rulethenf 19, 20, 21, chap. 7. 2. And if
would ~ you gather perfons into | Churches after the confeffion of faith,
Church-communion ? 8 made more ufe of the ten command-
anfw. Even by that vale, by ments; to judge ofthe fitnelsof per-.
which they are difcoveredtothe Church ] fons by ; they might not esceed by
vo be vifible Saintss and Willing to 6¢ef] this feeming {tri&nefs chriftian ten-
gathered into their body and {ellow/bip.§  dernels towards them, they receive

By that word of Cod therefore, by} tocommunion. o
which their Faith, experience, andf 1 will fay therefore, that bythe
converfation ( being examined ) is§ word of faith and of good works :
found Good ; by thatthe Churchl moral duties Gofpellized ; we oupbt
fhonld reccive them ioto fellowfhipl to judge of the fitnes of members
with them. Marke; Not as they] by, by which we oughralfo tore-
pra@ife things that are circumftantial;§ ceive them tofellowfhip.: Eor be
but as their faith is commended by all thar in thefe things pgﬁwtb [owtd’
- word E4 ~ he.

L
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which was before the enteringordi-
nance  For be is not a Jew, which
¢t one ontwardly , neither is that cire

cumfion which is outward in. the

ew which s one

fleh, Bnt he is a §

“imwardly, and circamcifion is that of

the heart in the Spivit, whofe praife is

wot of men bt of God, Rom.2. 28,29,

Phil, 3. 1.2 13,4
Now a confeflion of this by word

and life, makes this inward circumfion §
vifible; When you know him there- §
fore to be thus circumcifed, you |}
ought to admit him to the Lords pafs-

over: he, if any hath a fhare, not g
in Church communion, but a2 §
vifible right to theKingdom ofHeaven, §

onely

 Again, For the Kingdom of God,

or ouy Setyice toChrilt; comfiffeth not in §
meats or drinks, {ut inrighteonfuefs, B
peace ,and joy inthe holy Ghoft  And ke §
that in thefe t hings ferveth Chrift is ac-
“cepted ofGod | and apfroved of men, §

Rom. 14 18. Deut. 25.47. By which }
. ~ word |

¢ Hath the antitype of circumfion,

g 9v.ia P 2ach Ao LATINER Y
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word righteoufnefs he 'rneane'th’-‘ﬁs_f
lames doth ;) theroyal Law, the per=

fext Law, whichis the moral precept

Evangelized or delivered to us by the  §

hand of Cbriflt.  fames 2. 8 9. The

Law was given twiceon $ixzi, The

laft timeit was given with a proclama-
tion of grace and mercy of God, and
of the pardon of fins going before,
Exo 19. andchap.34.1. 10 The
fecond giving is here intended
for-fo it cometh after faith, which
firft receiveth the proclamation of for-
pivenefs ;
this righteoufnefs in the joy and peace
of the holy Ghoft, Now he thatin
thefe things ferveth Chrift, is accept-
ed of God, and approved of men.
For who ishe that can jaftly find faul ¢

with him that fu'lfilleth the royal Law -

from “a principle- of Faith and Love.
If ye {nllfill the voyal Law according ¢
the Scriptures, Thoun fhalt love thy
neighbour as thy [elf, ye dowell | ve
ar¢ approved of men. Agiin, he

“E 5 thag

hence we are fiid to do
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g2 - my Praétiftinworfhip, |
" that hathloved another hath ful.lﬁlledz |
~ the Law, for lave is the fulfilling of. }
" He then that ferveth. |
~ Chrift, according to the royal Law,
. from faith and lave going beiore, he |
~is.a fit perfon for Church-communi-
on, God accepteth him, Men ap- |

prove him. Now that the royal

Law, is the moral precept; readthe ._
place. - Fames 2. ¥, 0, 10, 11,12, |

1cis alfo called the law of liberty, be-

caufe the bondage is.takenaway by §
forgivenels lg]oing before ; and thisis §

‘we are judged, as is
faid, meet or unmeet for Church- com- §

it by whic

munion, (7€,

Therefore I fay., the rule by

which we receive Church-members,
it is.the word of the Faith of Chrift,
‘and of the moral precept Evangelized, §
as I faid Lefore, Jam wwder the Law
to Chriff, faith paul, So when he §

forbideth us, communion with men,

“they be fuch as are deftitute ofthe §
Eajth of Chrift, and live in the tran{- §

. greffion

AReafonof” -2 g
greflion of a moral precept: Ei®:

writtesn 1nto you, [asth he, not to ke_c’
companys if any man tha: % callpdal
brother, be a fornicator, or covetons,
or am Jdolater, or arailer, or adyme-
kard, or an extortioner , With (nek .
an ene nonot toear, He faith not, if
any man be not Baptized, bave not
hands laid onhim, or joytie with the
unbaptiz:d : thefe are i&idns, erip-
turclels notions,  For this, Zhou falt
not commst Adulteryy Thon fbalt mor
Kill | Thon fhalt nt Steal. Thou
foalt not bear falfe Witne(s 5 Thes (halt
ot Covet.  And if theve be any other
Commandment, it is briefly compre-
hended in this faying Thowu Falt Love
thy Neighbosr as thy felf. Love
thinketh nsill to bis Nesghbonr ; theve-
fore Love i5 1he fullfilling of the Law.
Rom. 13. o, 10, |

The word of Faith, and the moral
precepe, is that which Paa/injoyns
the Galathians and Philippians ;. {till

avoiding outward citcamftances :

hence
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hence therefore when he had to the
. Galathians treated of Faith, hefalls
point blank npon moral duties.  For
in Chrift Fefus weither circumeifion
availeth any thing, nor uncircumeifi-
on, butanew creatnre i Andas many.
wi walk according tothis rule, peace
- be on them, and mercy,. and mpon the
Ifrael of God. Gal. o 15,10, As
many as walk, according to this rule,
What rule? The rule by which men
are proved new creatures: The
word of Faith and the mor:| precept.
Wherefore Pan/ exhorteth the Ephe-
fians, not to whalk as other C enriles,

in the.vanity of their mind , feeing

they bad received Chrift, and had |

heard him, and had beentaught by
him, as the truth is in Jefus, that
they would put off the old man,
what is that # Why, the former con-
‘verfation, which is corruptaccording
to the deceitfull lulls; Lying, Anger,
* Sin, giving place to the Divel, cor-
rupt coremunication , all bitcternefs,

.Wrath,

- A Reafonof -7
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wrath, clamor, evil fpealirg, with-

allmalice , and that they would put
on the new man-y What is that?

‘That whichis created intighieounfoefs |

and.-prue holynefs; A beingrenewed
inthe fpirit of their mind,and a purting
away all thefe things. Epb.4 For in

C hriff Jefus,thele words are putinof .

purpofe,to fhew us the nz2ture of new
Teflament adminiliratinons; And how
they differ from theold : In A7sfesan
outward conformity, to znoutward

- and csrnal ordinarce, was fufficient to

give ( they fubjelting themfelves
thereto ) a being of memberfhip with
the Jews: But in Chrift !efus it is
not {0 : of Abrabams fefh wasthe

* natioral Jewifh congregation, but

itis Abrabams Faith that makes new.
teltament Churches. 7tey that are
of Faith, .arve the children of fasthfull
Abrabam, They that are of Faith,
the fame are the children.of Abrabam.
So-then the feed belng now fpiritual,
the rule muft needsbe fpiritual alfo
v

'j
1
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@iz, the word of Faith and holynefs
This is the Golpel concifion Kknifes

fharper then any (wo edged fword

and chat by which new teltament

‘saints are -circumcifed in heart, cars,

and hp‘ For in C;]rtﬂ' ?l’fﬂ!-, no
outward and circumftantial ching ,
bat the new creature; none f(ubje®s
of the vifible Kingdom of Chrift but

vifible Saints by calling; Now that
“which manifeftech a perfon to be a [

vifible Saint, muft beconformicy to

;he word of Faith and Holynefs. And

hey that are Chrifts, have cracified
the flefh with the affeliions andlafts,

- Hearken-how delighcfully Pas/han. §
dleth the point 2 The new creatures, |
| are the Ifriel of Giod.
creature hath a rule by himfelf to §
walk by And as manyas walk ac..

The new

cording tothis rule,peace be on them,
and mercy, and upon che Ifrael of
God. Pand.to the Philippians com-

“mandeth as much; where treating of

his own pra@ice in the dorine of
» . Faith

w e
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Faithi and Holynefs, requircththem

to walk by the faime rule, to mind the
fame thing,

ward the things thataretefore; my
converfation is inlieaven, and flatly
oppofite to them, whofe God is their

- belly, who gloryincheir fhame, and

who mind earchly things,  Brethren,

faith he, be ye followers together with

me; and mark them that walk [o 5

Mark them ; For what? For perfons. §
thac are to bereceived into fellowfhip -
and the choyceft communion of Soints, ¥

I defire to be foundin . 4
Chrift; faith he, 1 reachforward co- *9

And indeed this is the fafelt way to -

judge of the meetncfs of perfons by,

For take away the confeffion of Faith -

and holynefs ; and what can diflin.

guith a Chriftian from a Turk ? He-

that indeed receiveth faith, and that

fquareth his life by the royal, perfe&,

moral precept; and that walketh

there, in the joy and peace of the *§

holy Ghoft; no mancanrejet him
he cannot be a man. if he obje& a-

.gainft
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~ againlt him; not a man in Chrit,
not a man in underftanding. T ¢
Law i not made for arighteosss man ;

Y. nei: her to debar Bim the communion

of Saints if he defire it, norro caft
bhim out if he werein.  But for the
Lawlefs and difobedient for the nrgodly
and for finners, for umboly and pro-
phane 2 For murtherers of fathers and
for murtherers of mothers for man-

il flayers, for Whoremongers: for them

that defile themfelves with mankind ;
for manftealers, for prejuredperfons ;.
and if there be any other thing contrary
to found doltrine according totheglori-
otts Gospell which s committtdto my
traft, 1 Tim, 1.9,10,11. Panl
alfo, wen he would leive an everlaft-
ing convition upon the Ephefians
concerning his Faith and Holynefs,
treating- fic -of the fufficiency of
Chrilts blood, and the grace of God
to fave us. he adds, 7 bave coveted
o mans Silver, or Gold, or 7 pparell,
he bringth them:to the moral precept,
‘ to

-ARe&ﬁwoﬁ - Ny
o prove the fincerity of his good - *3
converfation by, Afs 20. 28.32,

| 33.  And when men have juggled.
§  what they can, and made never fecha |

prattle about religion; yet if their gpeat- )
elt excellency , as to the vifibility of
theirSaintfhip,lyeth in an outwardcon.
fermity, to.an outward circamince

| in religion; their profeflion is not

worth two mites.  Let ws walk hos

neily, as in the day, mot inristing,
and drunken(s 3 not inchambering and.
Wantonne(s , not in Strife and envy,
but pat ye on.the Lord Jefus Chriff,

and makg no provifion for the fleft, to
f#lfill the lufts theveof. Rom.x3.13,
14. Anditisobfervable, Thutafter
the Apoftle had inthegth and 10th
verfes of this chapter told us, that the.
moral precept is the rule ofagood
converfation ; and exhorted us to
make no provifion forthe fleth ; he
adds ( thefe thirgs provided ) we
may receive any.that believe in Chrift
Jeus, unto cemmunion wich us,
ho,,
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E- how wéak foever and dark in circum-

ftantialls ; and chiefly defigns the
proof thereof, in the remaining part
of his Epiftle, Tor hethat is of found
Faith, and of converfa:ion honeft in

. the world ; no man, however he may

fail in circumflances, may lightly re-
proach or vilify him.  And indeed
fuch perfons are honour of Chriftian
congregations, Indeed he ispreju-
diced, for want of light in thole
things about which he is dark; asof
Baptifm or thelike; butfeeing thatis
not the.initiating ordinance, er the

~ vifible chara®er of a ‘aint; yea

feeing it maketh no breachin a good

and bholy life, oorintrenchethupon "
~ any mans right but b's own, and -
feeing his Faith may be effetual with. ¥

out it, and his fife approved by the
worlt of his enemies , why fhould his
friends, whilehe keeps the Law, dif-

~ honour God by breaking of the

fame ? Speak_not evil one of another

brothres . he that fpeaketh evil of bis

‘brother

A Reafmmof o1
brother , and judgeth his brothers
Speak ewil of the Law and jndgesh the
Law: Batif thou judge the Law thow
art not @ doer of the Law, but a jndge, l
Jam, 4,11, Hethatis judged, muft

- needs fail fomewhere in the apprehen-

fion of him that judgeth him | elfe
why is he judged, But he muft not
failin fubfance, for then heis worthy
to be judged. 1 Cor, 5,12, his
failure is then inacircumftance, for
Which he ought not to be judged,

Objeit. Eut notwithftanding all thae
youhave faid : Water baptifm ought
to go before Church-memberfhip
fhew me one in all the New Tefla-
ment, that was reccived into fellow-
fhip without ic. _,

Anfw. 1. That Water-baptifm
hath formerly gone firftis granted :
But that it ought of neceflity fo to do, |
I never faw proof, | :

2, None ever received it without
light going before, unlefs they did:

play
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B play the Hypocrite: And befides om
E . marvail thoughiin the primitive times
" it was fogenerally pradtifed firlt, for

" theunconverted themfelves know; it

S Sy et e

B belonged to the Difciples of Jefus.
¢~ Chrilt.

2ob 1.24,25,26,27. Yet
that all that were received into fel-
fowfhip,, were even then baptized

£ firlt, would firain a weak mans wic
- to prove ir, ifargamentswere clofe.

jy made upon thefe three texts ofholy
fcriptures (1 Cor. 1.14,15,16 Galy
37.27.Rem 6. 3.)Butl pafs them,

and fay,If you can fhew me theChrifti ¢ §

an,that in the primitive times remain-
ed dark about it, T will fhew youthe

‘Chrifian that ws received wehoutit,

Bue fhould-T grant more then can
be proved ; viz, That Baptifm were
the iniriating ordinarice ; and thatic
once did as circumcifion of old, give a

* being of memberfhip to thepartakers;
~yea fet the cife that men were for-

bidden then to enter into fellowthip

without it : yet -the cafe-may fo bee,
+ that

A Reafon of - 83 "'

that thefe things notwithftanding, ]

“men might be received ino fellow="
All thefe things ]

fhip without it.
intailed to circamcifion; That was
the initiating ordinance , that gave-
being of memberfhip; that was it |
wathout which it was pofirively com-
manded , none fhould be received
into icllowfhip, fof. 5. Yet forall
this more then fix bundred thoufand
were recejved intothe Church with-
out it ; yea received, and alfo re-
tained ther: and that by Afofes and
Pofbisa, even thofe to whom the
Land was promifed, when the wacir-
cumncifed - were cut off, But why
then were they not circufnciféd?
Ioubtlefs there wasa reafon ; either
they wanted .time, or opportunity,
or inftruments, or fomething, Bat

‘they could not -ender a bigger reafon

then this, 1 have no light therein
which js the canfe at chis day that ma-
ny a faithfal mn denyeth to takeup

| the ordinance of Bapti{m , But I fay

what




i 94 my Praftifcin worfhip:
what ever the hinderance was, it
matterech not; our brethrenhavea
‘manifelt one, aninvincible one, one
R that all the men on earth nor Angels
d in hcaven cannot remove; For st %
E  Godthat createth light ; and for them
to do it without licht would but
prove ithem urfaichfoll to them-

felves,” and m:ke them finners againft |

God ; For Whatfoever is not of Faith
s fin. Rom. 14, Iftherefore Mofes
-and Foffuah thought it to communi-
cate with fix hundred thoufand uncir-
cumcifed perfons ; whenby th: Law
not’one fuch oughtto have beenre-
ceived amongthem . why may not I

have communion, the clofeft commu- |

nion with vifible Saintsas afore defcri-
bed, although they want light in,
and fo cannot {ubmit to that, which
of God was never msde the wall of
divifion betwixr uvs, I fhall there-
. fore hold communion with fuch,

Eirff. Becaufe the troe vifible ]
Sainc hath already fubjected tothat |

" which

- before men,

A Reafonof 95 i
which is better, even totherighte-
oufnels of God, which is by Faith of
Jefus Chrift ; by which he flands jult

| before God ; he alfo hath made the

moft exa® and firi@ rule under hea-’
ven, that whereby he fquares his life
He hath like precious
Faith with the beft of Saints, and a
converfation according to light re-
ceived, becoming the Gofpell of
¢ brift; He is therefore to be receiy- |
ed, received I fay, not by thy lighe, - §
not for that in circumftances he

jumpeth with thy opinion ; but ac-
eording to his ows Faith which he
oughe to kecp himfelf before G d.
Confeience I fay, mot thine own, bue
of the other 5 For why s my liberty
judged by another mans confience.
1 Cor. 10.290. Some indeed do
objec that what the Apofiles wrote,
they wrote to gathered Chutches,
and {0 to fuch as were baptized, And
thercfore the argaments that are in

she Epiftles abou things circumftan-

> tial,
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l  dal, refpe@ not the cafe in hand,
But I will tell fuch, chat as to the firft

part of their objedion, they are )
 on, and to keep it inunity  wichin the

‘urterly under a miftake. The firft

to the Corsnthians , The Epiftle of | )

Fames, both them of Peter, and the

firlt Epiftle of fobn, were exprefly §

written to all the Godly, as wellas
particular  Churches,

with which the C hurches were pefter.
edofold, troubletheir peace, wound
‘the confciences of the Codly; dif-

member and break their fellowfhips, E
it is although an ordinance for the |

-prefent to be prudently thunned ; for
‘the edification of the Church as I fhall
‘fhew anon, is to be preferred before
it, o - -

- Secondly , and obferve it; "One
" Spirit, one Hope, one Lord, one Faith,

‘one Spirit are we allBaptized into one
body ) one God and Father ofall
who is above all and through alf, and

: Again ; if |
‘Water-baptifm, as the circumftances §

{ ward fign
| which by the outward circumftance

to '_

" AReafoiof ﬁv 87
inyouall ; isa fufficient rule for us to

bold-commun_ion by,& alfo to endes-
vour the maintaining that communi.

?ondof peace again(t all atcempes what

Thirdly, 1 am bold therefore to
have communion with fuch'  Feb. s,

2, Becaufethey alfo havethe do&rin

of Baptifins 2 "I fay the do@rins of.
them; For here 'yoy muft note., I

| dikinguifh between the do&rin. aad.
| praiife of oy

i Water-baptifm ; The
Dodrin being that which by the out.
/is prefented to us, op

of the a& is preached to, the believer
viz. The deathof Chriff ;- My dearhs

| With Chrifl , alfo hss refuyretl 50 froms.

the Dead, and msne with hims towew-

| #efs of lije. This is the do&rin which
owe Baptifm ( not of Water, for by | Baptilm preacheth, or that whicli byl

| the outward a®ion s fignifyedto the
b believing receiver.

} thae believeth in Jefus Chrift; thae
.~ F.

o

Now 1 fay, he

richey
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richer- and betfer then that, vie,
is dead: to- fin, and that lives to:
God: by him, he hath the: heart,

snd do@rine of Baptifin:: alt |
Fhen e Pd _ | Andi chafe: chiat fhail content. thems
the fhadaw, or the outwardicircums!§
fance thereof ; Nop yetis thatdel- |
pifed, but forborn-for want of light: g
The beft of Baptifms he !mh ¥ hg_u :
. Baptized by that one fpirie ;. he‘had‘\f f
she heatt ofi Wa ter. baptifoy; he wants|
dth only the outward fhew, whichiifh

chen that he wanteth, is but the figny

he: had: would: net prove him:a oraly

ifible: Saint 5 it-woﬁldtnéqtel_limgalﬁ :
;":ad grace. in.hisheart ¢ It 8.no ‘Cb’m '
eatenitiical mote to.another; ohmy§
gonthip: with< God;. -ladeed *is 3]

fign. .to the: perfo Baptized,

ach received remifiion: of: fink;. it
' ::'ﬁ aith-beas toue, ashisbeing Bap:

ided it felt by hioy. ~Buciffor wanig
ﬁéiiéht,\ he - partake noo of that fign,}

¢ Taith: can fee it in other things,
ljt: Faith: can fee i el

3

fes. Yeuwas [.alfo bave hinted.already;
if he appean not a:Brother:before, . he
appeareth: not. a- Brother: by - xhag,

felves: to make thac the noteof vifitile

Church-memberthip ; I doubtmake

things. not much better,. thenoteof
their (onfhipwith.Ged: - -
. Fourthly, I ambold toholdcom=
munion: with. vifible Saints as afore;
becaufe God hath communion with
themy whofe example in- the; cafe,
we are {treightly commanded to fol+
fow.  Receive you: ove amotber;a
€brif} Tefus bath received. yau;: faith
Paul, to. theglory of God.. - Rom..xs;

nmu“ | 1 6. Yeathoughthey:beShints'o
 t0u his own Raithy;, - resfhould]
ll::g’w b;l that. cincum{lance;. that hel

opinions, cantrary to you,
thongh. it goeth againftthe o5 tayii
mind  of them “that: ane:fomtimss.-
ftongs - we thanare fromg Voo -
ovghe tobear the iuﬁfﬁirixd’f 6
f 'the. weak ;. and nor to. pleafe onr
fefoss.  What infirmityes '» Thofe
o - Fa2 that

29

“excecding gicat and precions promi-

> The Strong-g‘
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that are natural are incident to all
the y are infirmityes thenthat are fin-

full, that caufe a man for want of §

light, toerreincircumftantials ; And
-the reafon upon which he ground this

admonition is, that Chriff pleafednot §

bimfelf | but as it 28 Written, the re-
prouches. of them that réproacbed thee,

bave fallen npon me, You fay, to

haye communion with fuch weak bre-

thren, reproacheth your opinions,

and-pra®ife. Grantit, your dulnels
and-deadnefs, and imperfe®ions alfo

- reproach the holynefs of God ;If you' §

fay-no, for Chrift hath bornour fins ,

fins alfo are fallen upon Chrift; He

then that hath taken away thy fins

mity te an outward circumftance in

religion. ~ Both yowr infirmityes are |

. fallen mpon Chrift .. yea if notwith-
{tanding thy great fins , thon {tandeft
by Chrift compleat before the Throne

| on of Saints as thy felf.

e e il the ' fame Their § €ih in a circamflance, thouerreftin
The anfwer is flill the fame, Their' | afubftance ; who muit bear thefe er-
i rors 2 Upon whom muft thefe re-

from before the throneof God ; hath | Proschesfall? Phil, 1. xo.

taken away their fhortnefsin corfor~ J

of §

A»Ru[ouof'a' 1“'\°~\ 93
of God ;. why may notthy Brothee,
notwithitanding his little ones, ftand
compleat before thee in the Church, -

Vain man ! Think not by the
ftreightnefs of thine order, in cut-
warf and bodily conformity, to out-
wird and fhadowifh circumflanees,

¥ that thy peace is maintained with

God , for peace with God isby Faith
in the blood of bis crofs; whohath
bern the reproaches of you both-
Wherefore he that hath communion .

| with God for Chiifts fake, is as

good and asworthy of the communi.
He err-

Some of
the things of God that are excellent
have not been approved by fome of
the Saints: What then? Muftchefe
for this be calt out of the Church ?
No, thefe reproaches by which the
wifedom of heaven is reproached

F 3 have
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have falen upon me,  faith Chrift, |. !
purpofe, 0 fhew what difhonour

But toreturn . God bath received bim,
Chrift ‘hath recesved him, therefore
do you receive:him, These is more
{olidity in this arpument,then sf all the
-Chnrehes of God bad received him,

. Thig: receiving then, becaufe it isfet
.an .example to the Church is fuchss
-muft needs be vifible co:them . andis
belt defcribed by that word which
-difcovereth thevifible Saint : Wholo
therefore you can by the word,

judge ‘a vifible Saint, one that walk]
-eth with'God ; you may judge byff -
-the felf fame word that God haihf
Now :him that God}: -
; ‘Patience, Paul infinnaceth how many

received ‘him.,
receiveth and ‘holdeth .communion}

with, ‘him you fhould receive :and]®
hold communien with., Willany faj§-

we -cannot believerthat‘God hath re

. ceived :anjy butfuch as ate Baptized i

I will not fuppofea Brother fo lupify}
ed; and therefore to that I will noj
anfwer, - : "

Receive bim to the Glory of G

od}

T\ '

. . ‘.,,,‘“}p.
A4 Resfmof
[ To the Glory of God Jisput in on

they bring te ‘God who defpife to
‘hive communion 'with them . whe
et :they unow*have communion wirch
{od. For how -doth this man or

that:Charch glorify God,or count the
_wifdom and holynefs ofheuvenbeyond
. dhem, when they refufe communion
sawich them ; comcerming Whom | they
are -by the Word eomvinced, that ¢

have commuenson With God, :

i Now the Godaf patience aniloonfe-

duation, grant yowro be like minded one
toWards amother, wccording ro Chrit
fefws.  Rom, 15. 5. By thiswotd

imperfe®ions, the choyceft Chrifti-
ans, do mingle'their beft performan-
ces with. And by thisof confolati-
on, how readily God overlobks,
paffech by them'and comforeeth your
notwithftanding. Now that this
mind fhould be in  Chriftians one
to another , is manifeft; beosufe

| Fq4 Paul

o5
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. Faul prajeschat it might be fo.But thi;
15 an heavenly gift,and therefore muf
¢ fetched from thence. Butlet che
paticnce ofGod,and the willingnefs of

Chrift to bear the reproaches of the ;

weak, and the confolations that they

.have in God, notwith(ianding, mode. |

.¥ate your paffions and.put yoy upon

prayer,to be minded like Jefizs Chrigt, §
_ Yifchly, ‘Becaufe - a failure in fucha |
circumftatce as Water doth notun. |
chriftian us ; This mug needs be |}
granted, not onely from what was §
faid.before ; but for that shoufands of B
* ‘thoufinds that could. mot confenc B
thereto, as we,have more glorioufly, E
. then we are like o0 do, acquitted §
~ ahemfelves apd their Chriflianity be- |
fore men, and are now with.chein. |
numerable. company of Angels, ‘and |
the, fpirits ot jult men made perfed.: |

What is faid of Eating or the conteary

may -asico this be faid of Water. bap. |

_ &ifm, Neither if | beBaptized, am |

- Lehebetter, neitherifI be not, anié |
Y i t

/ .

for tranfgrefiors,
“doth it according to his light, doth

angmg "y |

~ the worfe : Not the better before

God; not the worfe before men

- flill meaning ag'Paul doth, provided §
T walk according to my lighe with
- God : otherwife “tis falfe ; Forifa §
“man that feethitto be hisduty, fhall §

defpifingly negle® it; or if be that

~ hath no Faith cherein fhall foolifhly
‘takeit up ;' both thefe are for chis the

worfe, being convi@ed in themfelves
He thereforé that

well ; and. he that doth it not, or
dare not do it -for want of light doth

:not ill ; for he approveth his heare

to be fincere with God : he dare not

-do anything but by light in the'word,

1If therefore he be not by Grace a
partaker of light, in thatcircomflance
‘which .thou profeffeft ; yet he is a
‘partaker of that liberty and mercy by
which thou flandeft, He hath liber-
ty to call God Fatber, asthou: And
to believe he fhall be faved by
Jefus ; His Faith, asthine, hathpu-
: . Fg§ rifyed
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claim by ‘Grace an Intereft in Hea-
ven ; which ¢thow muft not do'beeaufe
of Water: Yeare both caen Chrifti-

‘tifyed his heart 3 Heis iender-of che: |
Glory of God as thon art - ahd can.

g arsbefore God and men:withour je ;
| ’ He that can let him preach tobimfelf §

by that : He thac canngt Jet him
| )’ _preach to himielf by che promifas ;
. Butyet'et usre joyee inGod together,
L et s exalt his name together, In.
§  deed theBaptized can thank God for
- that, forwhichano:heuanvor; But
1 maynothe that is unbaptized thank
l  godforthacwhichthe baptized.cannc ¢
b/ Would{t choubecontent that1 thould
| judge-thee, becanfe thoy canft not
i for.my light give -hanks with me ?
" Why' then fhould he judge me for
- that T cannot give thanks wich him
N for his? Ler 4 wotitherefare juilge ane
L amother a¥y smove's but judgethis va-

y - Yber,. that sie.mran prt a Buwibling
; bloc k. oroccalion of offesceinbis Bye.
. thers ”_"ﬂ];'ROm. I4. 15 fAnd-_fceing
| (,h_c’ things wher ein we exceed < ach
i} other

p g P D
TN oyt et oy

other, are fuch as neither make nor
marre Chriftianity ; let us love ome
another and walk together by thar
glorious rule above fpecifyed, leav-
ing -each otherin all fuch circumftan.

¢es 10-our own Mafter, to our own

Faith. #ho wre thow that indgeft a,

wsbher mans [ervamt 2 To st owm |
M aster be fandeth or falleth y yes

be (hall-be holdes up, for Godess gble
to muke bims ffund. Rom.14.4.

* Sixchly, Tamiherefore for holding
communionthus,. becaufe theedfica-
tion of Soulsin the Faith and holynefs
of the Gofpell, ‘is of greater concern.
ment, then anagreement in ontward
things’y 1fay, 'tisof greater cofjcern-
ment wich-us, and of far more profic

to our Brother; -then our agreeing:

tn, -or €ontelting for the bufindfs of

Water-baptifn. " foh. 16.13. "1 Cor.
14, ‘20. 2 Cor. fO 8‘(,'7)4?1 X ;1'.9""
Eph.4.12,2 Fsmi. . 1¢, 170 1Cor;

8 1. ohap- 18. 1,2 - That'the edi-

fication of Soul, is-of the greatelt con-'
- cera.
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il . cern, is out of meafure eviden ;
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/.~ Farther, Edif

- Souls, rendereth
Rem. 14. vs.

deftraythe Work of Ged , thon beget-

93 vb},!f&lfg.ainzwﬁip;

be
caule heaven and eternal hq

ppinefs §

are fo immediately concerneg there- §

in,
Chrilt dyed, for which the_holy
Ghoft was given, yea for wkigh ¢he
Scriptutes and the gifts of il the
:Gg‘d_l%/ a.r; given to.che Church . yea
and 1t gitts are no is
'gx‘rork',_g,thc €. ot bent to this very
proud or uncharitable chae b
them ; and ftan{ -but. for cyptbé?: ;(;
worfe among the Churche; of God,
cation isthat,

ritheth all grace, and r::klzi;)cgfé
Chriltians quick and [ive| ¥,and make
eth fin lean and dwindliog»,; and .
eth the mouth. with;\thankfgivi'ngtd
God. But to conteft with gracions
men, with men that walk with God .
to thut fuch out of the Churches . pe.
caufe they will-not fin again[}-’tbefc
thee uncharitable,
20 Thon [eekeft 19

perfons are faid (o be

Befides, cthis is that. for which §

L en n o NG AT oot 2o

A Rfousf 7.9

eft contentions, janglings, murmur-
ings, and evil furmifings_, thou mini-
ftreft occafion for whifgerings,, back-
bitings, flanders and the like, rather
then godly. cdifying . contrary tothe
whole current of the fcriptures and
peace of all eommunityes, Let us
therefore leave off thefe contentions,
and follow after things that make
for ; peace, and things wherewith owe.
may edify another. - Rom, 14. 19,
And know that the edification of the
Church of God dependeth not upon,

neicher is tyed to this or that circom.

ftance. Efpecially when thercarein
the hearts of the Godly ; - different
perfwafions aboutit : thenit becom-
eth them inthe wifedom ofGod, to
take more care for their peace and u.,
nity . .then to widen or make
large their - uncomfortable - diffe-

H rences, . g

- Alchough Aaron tra'nfgreﬂéd the,

. Law, becaufe he eat not the fin offer-

ing of the people; yet fecing hecould

- 80t

-
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not -do it.withfatisfa®ion to hisown

confcience; Mofes was content thae. |
belefiitundone, Lev, 10,16, 20, §
~ Fefuah was fozeilous againft 2. § i5, forgave .the -people at the prayer
[ of Plexckias - And obferveir, not
in the camp; without firft ;going ve [
the Lord <o zhe door-of the taberna- §. cumitances , the feaft was kept with:

| preac gladnefs ; and the Levitesand

dad and Medad, for prophefying

cle, ‘as they -were .commanded, that
de defired AMoofes xo forbid them 5
Num. 11.16 : 26. but Mofes calls
his-zeal,envy, and praiesto Godifor
- more fuch Prophers ; knewing that
although they failedin a cirenmftance,
they were right in that which was
better, . The edification of the
in the camp was that -which pleafed:

peaple }

o ;H*R'u'ﬂ#af A l'of(

| or ¥wo.. 2 Chro: 30. 13 —2%.
Yea -sod -himfelf, did fike the

wildom-of-the Kiog, and healed, that
withftaiiding this diforder, asto cir-

the prieits praifed chel.ord, dayby
day, finging wich Joud intiruments
unto the¢ lord; yea there was nae
the like joy -in Ferufalems, from the
the time of Solomon unco chac fame
time:  Whacthall we (ay, all things.
muft give place to the proiic of the
people ofGod. YeafomctimesLaws’

VA WYy BTN A L et R S ¢, 2 2 el ) o aer e -

Mofes. R
‘I  Hezekinhs time 3 Though the |
people came to the paffover in.anun- |
due Mmanners wuvd didedt itotherwife
then ‘it was wrirten s yet the wife
King, would not forbid them ; but’ |
tather admitred'it, knowing that theic B ¢he -whieh was unlawfull, Howdid
 edification -was ‘of greaver conceiny B tlieir ord fuccour thewm ? "y excu
then o 'hold -them toa circamflenge §§ fing-them, and zebuking their at}ver'-
" or § - aries.

themdfelves, -ortheir oucward prefer-
varion ; much more for < od1v edify-
ing ; When Chrilts difciples plucked
the ears of cornonthe Sabbath ( nj
doubr ior very hunger ) and were re-
buxed by rhe Pharfeesfor it, usfor
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faries, , Have 3¢ not read s Jasd b,

4

M‘t. 12’ Io -6:

.yst_the obfervance of outward things

communion , Church-communion |

a0 Law whereis cranfgreffed thereby. §
_ Seventhly , Thercfore I am for §
- holdiog communion thus, becaufe {

what David did when be was an byp. |
fred; and they thar were with bim, |
bow he entred intothe bonfe of God, and |
did cat the fiew-bread, which was w b
dawfnll for bins ts eat, neither for them §
#hat were with bim, bnt for the I'rieffs B
onely ; or have ye not read in the Law, B
bow that on. the Sabbath-day, the§
Priests in the Tomple prophaned the §
Sabbath and were blamelefs. Why|
blamelefs ? Beczufe they did it in or- 8
der to the edification of the people, B
If Laws and ordi~ §
.mances_of old, have been broken and §
the breach of them born with ¢ when §

‘was mote {tri®ly eommanded then §
now ) when'the profic and edification [§
of the people, came in competition, §
' how much more may not we have §

S R
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Love, which above all things weare
commanded to put: on ., is of much
more worth then to brezk about

Baptifm; Zove és allo more difcovered . |

when strecedveth for the fake of Chriff,

. &nd grace s then when it refafeth for

want of Warer : And obferveit, as
1.bave alfo faid before, this exhortatir
on to-Love is grounded upon che pat«
ting on of the new creature; which

new creature hath fwallowed up all .

diltinitions, that have before been
commoyg among theCharches, As1am
a Jew,you areaGreek; I am circamci-

cifed,yon’arenot : [am free, you are

bound. Becsufe Chrift wasall in all
thele, Put ontherefore faith he, ( s the
oletl of God, holy and below?d ) bowels of
mercyes kindnefs, humblenefs of mind,
long [uffering that is,with reference to
the infirmities of the weak, -forbearing
ome another, and fergiving one another,
If any man have a gnarrel againft any,
even as Chrifi forgave you, fo alfodo
ye: And above alivhings pus on cha-
. ¥ity

]

3
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i, W‘biscb s thi bond of pet foiTmefs, §
» 3.8, 9,10, 11, 12, T4, 14 |
- Which forbe ring and forgiving ro. |
fpedteth :notenely private and perfo- §
nal injuries, ‘but aifoerroursin judg. §
ment about inclinations and'deftin®i.
ons tendingrodivifions; ~add‘fcpara:
ting upan'the arounds ldid dows iin K
- g, vith, which ow littlefoevet they
N nowfeem to us whoarebeyand them :
-+ were ftrong, and of weight to them |
:1’,20 inthat diy wereintangled with §
m. - Some ‘Saints then , ‘were not |
free to preachtoany but the Jews. §
dcnygqg the ‘word of Life to the 0
Gentiles, .and concending with them
who.preferred icroithem = which was §
® greater error then thisof Ba ptifi t{);
3&. rrl. 1, 2, 31 19, -But whae ;
"ou!d we do with ‘fuch kind of ||
~ Saints? Why love them flill, forgive
them, .bearwith them, and'maintain &
et hem. §
‘Why.2 Becanfe chey gre \newt B
-Cures, bcqaufg.thoy-;,necchrms:r;g;
| thefc §

Church-cammunion with

U stiRenfonef

thefe fwallow up all diftinQions.
‘Farcher, becaufe they are ele& and
beloved of 'God.
diflin@ions are of fhorter date then

Divifions -and

eledion ; let movthem therefore that

are but . momentary and . -haecht in

‘darknefs, break ;that bond ‘that is ,'
fromeverlaling Itis Love,not Baf~ i
t{m -that difcovereth usto the:werid
to ‘be Chrifts Difciples. It is Love
that is the undonbted charaler of our |
intereft in,-and fonfhip with:God : |
‘T mean when we LoveasSaints, and
“defire communion with otliers,becaule:

-they have fellowfhip one with-ano.

.ther, in their fellowfhip wich -God.
she Eacher, -and his:Son Jefus ‘Chrift,
1 $oh, 1.2, And nowthoughthe
-eruth and fincerity of -our Love to
God, he then difeovered when we
keep his commandments, .in Loveto |
“his name-; yet we fhould remember
again, -that the two head and chicf

. Commandments, are Faith in Jefus, *

 and Love tothe brethrens % fob 3.
e ’ 23;'
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23. . S0 then ' he- chat pretendeth [
- .10 Love, and yet feeks not the |
profit of his Brother in chief . he

Lovech, but they are his own

- opinions and froward notions. Fam.
Love ssshe

4. L. Roms. 14, 22, | ,
fulfilling of the Law ; but he fulflls

it not who judgeth., and fettech at

nou-he his. Brother; that fumbleth,
ofiendeth and maketh weak his Bro.
ther, and all for the fakeof 1 circum-
fance, that-to which he cannot con-
fenr, " except he in againft his own

| - Soul, or vapift like, live by anim-

plicite Faith, Fove therefore s fome-

times more feen and fhewed, infor.

bearin; to urge and prefs what we

know, then in publithing and impo-

fing, I could.not faith Pawl, ( Love
not lec me ) [peak mnto you
as. #nto Spiritual, but as unto carnal,

€¥en & umto Babes in Chrift

I bave fel you with Milk and ot

. With ffrong meat, for hitherto Yyou bave .
nos beaw able to bear it | neither yet

8o

§ for their profit,

" Rthraft him beyond his Faith, or to

CARafmef ¢ xoy -

V- now are you able. 1 Cor. 3, 1, 2.

The Apofile corifidered not onely the

¥ knowledge that he had in the myfte-
y ries of Chrilty but thetemper, the
B growth,and ftrength of the Charches,

and accordingly kept back, or com-

i municated to them, what might be
At 20.18,19,20.
§ So Chrift, . I bave m.any thingsto (ay
W #mto Jou, but ye cannot bear them now,
| It may ‘be fome will count thefeold
| and cthreadbaretexts; but fuch muft
§ know, that the word of the Lord
y muft ftand for ever, - Ifa. 40.8. -
| And T fhould dare'tofaytofuch; if
y the beft of thy new fhifts, be to:
- § flight, and abufe old Scriptures 4 It
y fhewes  thou art: more fond of thy:
f unwarrantable opinion, then fwift
8 to hear, and ready to: yieldto the
} aothority that is unfullible,” But to
§ conclude this, when we attempt to
| force our Brother beyond kis:lighe,

or to bresk his heart with grief, to

bar
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bar him from his privileige : how.
can we. fay, I 'ove? Whatfhall
fay 2. To- bave fellowfhip ene with:
another for the: fake of an' outward:
circimitance, on to make: thit the:

door to fellowfhip--which God hach |

nec ;- yea: to.make that theincluding,

excludingcharten: The:bounds, bar,

and\ rule of Communion. , wherrby

the word afithe everlafting:ceftament:

there is.no warrant . for it ( tofpeak

charitably: ). If it be- notfor want of:

Love; it isfor:want of knowledge in
the myfléries of the: Kingdom ef

Chrift. -Strarige! Tdke two Chrift- §
ans equal in ajl-points bu. this, nay: |

lgt one go: beyorid theotherfar; for

ace.and holynefs ;- yet:this circumi |
g g | I am of Pasnl/, and another I am of
| Apollo 5 ave you not cavmall ® See

ftance of Waten fhall drown and fweep
away-all his excellencies,. not count.,

- ing him woithyi of thas! reception;

that wich-hand and: heart: fhall: be
given:anovicein teligion, becaufehe:

confents,ro. Water; -

Fighthly, |

" .M
. e Reafenef- ' 0
Eighthly , Buefor Gods people to:
- divide into parties, or to fhut cach -
other: from' Church-commumon

| though from-greater points, and:up-

oty highter pretences; then this of Wa-
ter-baptifn; harh beretofore been counta
ed carmal’, and the atlors beresn babi/b:
Chriftians 3 Panland Apolls, Cephas,. -

| and: Ghrif were doubtlefs. higher

things: then" chofe- dbout which we

contend : 'yet when they made divic ~ §

fions. for thews ; how farply arethey

L rebwked? Are ye-not Carmall, Care
\ #all, Carnall? Yor whereas theye

are - amiong you,., envyings . flrife,
divifforis , or  fa®ions : -are: yom
nee cammall;. 't Cor. 1, 1T, 12,
chap. 3. 1,2, 3,4, While onefaith

therofore from whence -atife; all thy
indeavours, zeal and labour to ace
complifivdivifions; among: the God-

| ly; Let Pasl ot Cepbas, or Chrifg

himfelf:be the butthen of thy-fong;
. yet
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yet the heart from whence they flow
2 carnall, and thy a&ions, difcoveries
o{ chitdifimefs, But doubtlefs when
thefe contentions were among the
Corinthians? and one man vilifyed
“that another might be promoted ; 4
biftwito a carnall Brother ;was thonght
great Wifedom rto ‘Widen the breach,
But why fhould he be rebuked, that
faid he was.for Chrift?- becaufe he
was for him inoppofition to his holy.
Apoitles, Hence ‘he Gith, IsChrift

divided ; or feparate from his fervants. |

Note therefore that thefe divifions
- are deferced by the perfons the divifi-

onsy were made about ; Neither
- Pawnl nor Apollo, nar Cephas , nor
Chrift is here, Letthe crv be never
fo loud, Chrift, order, the rule; the
command, orthe like, -Carnality is
but the bottom, and they are but
babeschat do it; their zealis buta
" puffe, 1 Cor, 4.6. And obferveir,
the g:eat divifion at ( erinth, was

. helped forward by Water-baptifi:

T his

| you I intended not to

_ ") Praltifeinworfbip, 111
This the Jpostle intimates by ;
were yo Baptized inthe mame of Paul 2
Ab Brethren ! Carnall Chriffians
With ontward circumfances, will i
they be let alone, make
the Charches of C briff, againft the
$piritual growth of the fame. Bue
I thank God, faith Paul, thar 1
Baptized nome of Jor, &c, Not,
buc that it was then an ordinance
of God, but they abufed it, in
making partiesthereby, T Baptized
none of you, but Criffws and
Gains, and the howfhold of Stephanns -
men of note among the Brethren:'
men of good judgement, and reve-
renced by the reft; they can vell
make a party
to my felf thercby, Befides 1 kstow
wot Whether I Baptived any othey,
By this negligent relating, who were
Baptized by him; he fheweth thac
he made no fuch matter of Baptifin
8s fome in thefe dayes do; nay’
that he made n(c); matter at all thereof,

| with
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with refpec to Church.communioni§  Gofpe!l of Chrift, nor yet of com- 3
for if he did not heed who himfelfld  munion of Saints. £, fent me nop
had Baptized ; he muchlefs heeded, to Bapeize ; Thefe wordsare fpoken -
who were Biptized by others; butf  with holy indignation againft them
if Baptifm had been the inttiating | that abufe this ordinance of C hrift, -

“or entering ordinance , and fo ap- So when hefpeaketh of the Minifters
-pointed of God, ro doubt hehad}  themfelves, which alfo they had a-
‘made mote confcience thereof, thenf  bufed inhisfpeaking, he asit were, '
fo lightly to pafs it over.  For Chri/t} trampleth upon them 5 s if they were
fent me not to Baptixe, butto Préeachl]  nothing at all,  who then is Paud:t :
the Gospel. The Gofpel then]  awd who 45 <polo ? He that plantéth
may be effeGually preached , and is-not any thing . neither is hethat’

yet Baprifm neither adwiniftrednor §  watereth : but God thar giveth the
mentioned, The-Gofpel beinggoodg  nereafe: 1 Cor, 3.5: 7. Yetfor
-tidings to finners, upon.the accountfg all this,the Minifters and their miniftry

of free grace through Chrilt ;. butgf  are a glorious apoointment of Godin
Baptifm with things of like nature,f the World. Baptifme alfo isa holy -
-are dutyes injoyned fuch a peopleg ~ordinance, but when Sathanabufeth

who . received the Gofpel before:§ it, and wrencheth it out ofits place ; |
1 fpeak not this, becanfe I would]  making that which was ordsined of .
ccach men to break the leaft ofthe]  God, forthe edification of believers ,

ommandments ofGod ; butto per-§ - the only weapon to break in pieces,
fwade my brethren of the Baptized§ thf_: love, the unity, che concord of
" .way,notto hold too muchthereupon} ~ Saints; then what is Baptifi , then
not to make it an effential of the weither s Baptifm any thing ‘And
. Gofpd G2 this

2 c—_
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¢his is no new do&rine; For God by
the mouth of his Prophets of old ;
eryed out againf} his owninftitutions,
when abufed by his people s Zowhat
~ parpofe is the mulritude of yorr facri-
fices tome? faiththe Lord, 1am [sll
of burns offerings, of rams; and - the
fat of fed Beafts : 1 delight not in the
- blsod of Baullocks, or of Lambs, or of
" he Goats \ When yon come to appear
before me, who hath required thefe
things at your hands, to tread my
Gonrts ? Bring no more vasn oblations,
incenfe i an abominavientome : The

ey Moons andthe Sabbaths, and the

calling of affemblyes, I cannot away
Withy it i iniqui y, even the folemn
mecting. ~ Your new Moons, andgoxr
appointed Feafts my Sonl bateth, they
are a trouble to me, my Sonl hateth,
I am even weary to bear them.  1a,
1.11, 12, 53,14. And yetall thefe
were his own appointments. But
‘why then did he thus abhor them?
Becaufe they retained the evil of their

* doings -}

2y

“my Praitife in worfbip. 11§
doings, and ufed them as they did’
other - of his appointments.. sz,
For ftrife and debate, and to Strike
with the fiff of wickednefs. chap. §8.
4.. Wherefore when that of God,.
that is great, is overweighed by that
which is fmall; it is the wifedom of
them that fee it, to put loadtothe
other end of the fcale ; untill the
things thus abufed, poife in their
own place. But to pafs this, and
proceed. L

Ninthly, 1f we fhall reje® vifible
Saints by ‘calling, Saints that have
communion wicth God; that have
received the Law, at the hand of
Chrift, chat are of holy converfation
among men ; they defiring to have
communion with us, as muchas in
os lyech,we take from them their very
priviledge , and.the bleflings to
which they are born of God : For
Panl faith, not only to the gathered
Church at Corinth, but to all fcat-
tered Siines thst in every plage call

G 3 upon

i ¥haie .
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upon the name of the Lord s ZT'ha?
Fefus Chrift és theirs, That P aul and
Apollo, and the. world, and Life,
and Death, and all things are theirs,
becaufe they are Chrifts, and Chrilt
is Gods. But faith he, let no man
glory in men, fuch as Pawul and
Cephas, though thefe were excellent:
becaufe this priviledge comes to you

upon another bottom, even by Faith

of Jefus. Chrift, Drink you all sf
this,isintiiled to Faith, not Bap:ifm :
Nay Bapized perfons may yet be
excludedchis . when he that difcern-
eth the Lords body hath right,and pri-
viledge to it. 1 Cor. 11. 28, 29,
But to exclude Chriltians from
Church communijon, and to debar
them their Heaven-bern priviledges,
for the want of that which yet
God never made a wall of divifion
between us.
1. This looks too like a SPirst of
perfecution, Job. 19, 25, 26, 27,
28.

- (¢
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2, It refpe@eth more a form,
thew the firvit, and power of Godli-
nefs. 2 7im.35.5.

3. This is to make Laws, where
God hath made none, and to be
wife above what is written ; con-
trary to Gods word , and our own
principles.

4. It is a dire®ing of the Spirit
of God. |

g. It bindeth all mens Faith and
light to mine opinion, |

6. It taketh away the Childrens
Bread. .

7. It withholdeth from them the
increac of Faith.

- 8. It tendeth to hardenthe hearts
of the wicked.

9. It tendeth to make wicked
the Hearts of weak Chriftians, B

10 It fecteth open a door toall
temptations

ir. Tt temp:eth the Divet to £l
upon thofe that are alone, and have
nonet helpthem,

G 4 y:. It
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© g2, It is the Nurlery of all vain
jangliugs , backbitings, and firan-
genes among the Chriftians,

13. It occafioneth the World to
reproach us.

14. It holdeth faggering conlci-

“ences, in doubt of the right way-of

the Lord, |
15. It giveth Occafion to many

to- turn afide to moft dangerous.

hLerefies.

‘16, It abufeth the holy Scriptares;
It wrefteth Gods ordinances out of
their place.

17, ItisaPropto Anticlirift.

18. Shall I add , 1t is not that
which greatly prevailed to bring
down thefe judgments, which at
prefent we feel and groanunder; I
will dare to fay, it was the caufe

thereof.

* Tenthly, and Laftly. Bear with.

one word farther : What greater

‘contempt can be thrown upon the.

Saints ; then for their Brethren to
- cafl
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caft them off, or to debar them.
Church- communion ?  Think you |
not thgt the World may groundly }§
fav Some great iniquity lyes hidir the  §
fkires of your Brethren,whenin trath
the tranfgreflion is yct your own?2 §
But I fay what cantheChurch domore §
to the finner or openprophane ? Ci~ §
vil commerce you will have with the §
worft, and what more have you with - }
thefe ?Perhapsyou will fay we can pray |
and Preach with thefe ; and bold them §
Chriftians,Saints,andCodly, Well but }
Jet me ask you one word farther: Do §
vou believe, that of very confcience, |
they cannot confent, as you, to 7
that of Water. baptifm? And that
if they had lLight therein | they
would as willingly do it as your §
Why then as T have fhewed you .
our refufal to hold communionwith
them is without a ground from the
word of God. - o

But can you commit your Soul
to. their Miniftry , and joyne with |
Gs them




§ them in Prayer; andyet not count
¥ them meet for other Gofpel p ivi-
¥ ledges? I would know by what
| Scripture you do it ? Perhaps you
‘will fay I commit not my Sou to
| their Muniftry, only hear them oc-
cafionally for cryall,  If chis be all
| the refpe® thou haft for them and
their Minitry, thou mayeft have
as much for the worft that piffech

ordinance ; then fhew me where
I God hath fuch a Gofpel Miniltry,
|| as that che perfons Miniftring, may
- not though defiring it, be admit-
¥ ted with you to the clofelt com-
| munion of Saints.  But if thou fic-
- eft under their Miniftry for flefhly
politick ends ; thouheareft the word

i while thou judgeft thy Brother, in
the pradtife of the worlt of men,

peice-
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againft the Wall. But if thou canft
|| hear them as Gods Minifters. and.
fic under their Miniftry as Gods.

i like an Atheilt, and art thy flf,

ll But I fay, where do you find this |

) Practifz in wr/h'p: tar )

peicemeal communion with; meng;

that profefs Faith and Holynefs as ¢
you, and feparation from the World. .
If you obje& that my Princi-
ples lead me to have communion

with all; I anfwer with all as a-

fore defcribed ; if they will have - |
communion with me,

Objett. Then you may have
communion with the members of
Antichrit,. o

An/w. 1If there beavifible Saint

vet remaining in that Church ; .

et him come to us, and
we will have communion with him,

Dueff, What! Though he yet |
fland a member of that finfull num-
ber, and profefs himfelf one ofthem 2 .

Anfw. You fuppofe animpoffibi--
lity, For it cannot be that at the
fame time, a man fhould vifibly
ftand a member of two bodys,.

diametrically oppofite one to ano-

ther Wherefore it muft be fup-
pofed
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- pofed ; that he who profeffzth him-

A-Reafin of

felfa member of a2 Church of Chrift

muft forthwith, nay before, forr

fake the Antichriltian one. The
which if he refufeth to do, it is
evident he doth not fincerely de-
fire. to bave fellowfhip with the
Saints.

But be faith he cnnot fee that
that company to which you ftand
oppofite , and . conclude Antichri-
ftian, is indeed the Antichriftian
Church.

- If fo: he cannot. defire to joyn

with another , if he know them to
be profefledly, and direily op-
pofite. |

I hold therefore to what I faid
at firft ; That if there be any Saints
in. the. Antichriftian Church, my
heart , and the door of our Con-
gregation is open to reccive. them,
into clofeft fellowfhip wirh us,

Objeth

. B
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Objeft, But how if they yet -
retain fome Antichriftian prin.:
ciples?

Anfw. If they be fuch as eat |

 out the bowels of a Church, fo

foon as they aredete8ed, hemult
be either be kept out, while out,
or calt our, if in : Yor it muft be
the prudence of every community,
to preferve its own unity with peace
and truth : The which the Churches
of Chrift may do; and ver as I
have fhewed already , receive fuch
perfons as differ upon the point of.’
Water-baptifm : For the doing or
not doingof that, neither makethnor
marreth, the bowels or foundation.
of Church communion,

Obkjett. But this is receiving for-
apinion fake, as before you faid of
Us,

Anfw, No, We receive himfor
the fake of Chrift, and grace, and
for our mutual edification in the

Faith.
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~ were reafons for my feparation, be’
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things to himfelf before God.

I now come to a fhort Application.

1, Keep a ftri& feparation, I
pray you, from communion with
the open prophanc . and let no

., man ufe his liberty in Church re.
- lation | as an occafion to the fleth;
. but in Love ferve one anoher

Looking diligently lealt any rootof

- bitternefs ¢ any poifonfull herb,
 Demr. 29, 1%, ) fpringing uptrou-

ble you, and thereby many be
Ard let thofe that hefore

motives to- you maintain the like :

- and remember that when men have
faid what they can for a fin‘ull

mixture

¥ Faith ; and chat we refpe@ not
- Opinions , I mean in leffer matters,
tis evident ; for things wherein
we differ are no breach of commu-
. nion among us ; We let every
" man have his own Faith in fuch

>
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mixture in the worfhip of God,
the arm of the Lord is made bare
again(t it,

gz. In the midft of your zesl
for the Lord, remember that the

" vifible Saint is his ; and is privi-

ledged in all thofe fpiritual chings,
that you have in the word, and
live in the pradfe of, and that he
is to partake thereof , accordin?
to his light therein. Quarrel not
with him about things thac are «r-
cumftantizl ; but receive him in
the Lord as becometh Saints; if

i
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he will not have communion with
you , the negled is his, not yours;
But (ith the -open prophane ; Why

!

cannot we be reckoned Saints alfo?

We have been Chriftened, we go
to Church, wetake the Communion.
poor People! This will not do;
for fo long as in Life and Conver-
fation you appear to be open pro-
phane; we cannor unlefs we fin,
receive you into our fellowfhip :

For .



For by your ungodly lives you fhew
that you know not Chrift ; and

you are reputed but Beafts: Now
then judge your felves , if it be
not a ftrange community that con-
fiteth of men and Beafls : Let
I Beafts be with the Bealls ; you
il know your felves do fo; you re-
ceive not your Horfe nor your Hog
to your Table; you putthem in a
room by themfelves  Befides I
il have fhewed you before, that for
I many reafons- we cannot have com-
' munion with you.

1. The Church of God muft be
Holy, Lev. 11. 44. chap 19 2.
Rl chap 20. 7. 1 Per. 1. 15, 16,
il Ifa. 26, 2. Pfa, 128. 20 Exzik,
{! 43. 12, ¢hap. 44. 9. Ifa 53.
S S U

) 2. The eximple of the Churches
jt of Chrift before, hath beenacom-
& munity of vifible Saints,  Rem. 1,
8 7. 1 Cor. 1. 2. Eph. 1, 1, 2.
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. while you are fuch by the word,

“Col,

my Praitifeinworfbip, 1 z7
Col. 1.1, Y Thefe 1. 1, 2. 2
T hef. 1.3. Poor carnal man, there

‘are many other. reafons urged in

this licele book , that fhew why
we cannot have communion with-
thee: Not that ‘we refufe of pride
or ftoutnefs, or becanfe we fcorn
you as men : No, we pity you,
and pray to God for youy and
could if you were converted, with
joy receive you to fellowfhip with
us : Did you never read in Daniel,
T hat Irom 35 not mixed with miry
Clay ? Dan. 2. 43. No more can
the Saints with you, inthe worfhip
of God , and fellowfhip of the
Gofpel.  When thofe you read of
in the fourth of Ezre, attempted
to joyn in Temple work with the
children of the capivity ; what
faid the children of }adab ? you
have nothing to do with us, to
build an houfe to the Lord our
God ; but we our felves together
will "build unto the Lord GOf:_




¥ 1.3 AReafon of |
C of Ifracl. &c. Ezira. 4 1, 2,

" I return now to thofe that are
vifible Siints by Calling, that ftand
at a diftance one from another
upon the accounts before fpecifyed :
Brethren : Clofe; Clofe; Be one
as the YFather and Chriftis one,

1. This the way to convince the
world that you are Chrifts, and
¥ the SubjeXts of one Lord ; where-
ii  as the contrary makes them doubt
F i Job. 13, 34, 35. Job. 17
23,

§ "Love ; that Grace fo much de-
" fired by fome, and fo lictle en-
joyed by others. 2 Cor. 7. 14,
I [ ] .“' »

53. This is the way to favour
and talte che Spirit of God in each

‘others experience ; for which ifyou

' fnd it in truth you cannot but

“plefs ( if you b Saints ) the name
. our Lord JefusChrift, 1 T%e/ 1. 2,
Loy 4 ﬁ.. Thli

2. This is the way to increafe

. ) KT B
my Practife inworfhip, 1 279 &

4. This is the way to increafe
knowledge , or to fee more in the
word of God : for that may be .
known by two, that isnot feenby -

-one. Ifa.52.8.

5.. This is the way to remove .
fecres  jealoufies, and murmurings

~one againlt the other, yea this 1s

b

the way to prevent much fin, and

greatly to. fruftrate that defign of

hell, ~ Prov. 6.16,17,18,19.

6. This is the way to bring them -
out of the World into fellowfhip;that
now ftand off from our Gofpel privi-
ledges, tor the fake of our vain jang-
lings, .

7. This is the wayto make Anti.
chrit fhake, totter and tumble,
Ifs 11.13, 14.

8. TThis is the way to leave Bae
bylon, asan habitation for Divels on.
ly ; and to make it an hold for foul
Spirits, and a cage only for every un.

- clean and hatefull bird,

9. This is the way to balten the
work .




. 4 Ru{m of .
work of Chrifts Kingdom in the B
~ World; and to forward his coming
to the eternal judgment.

10, And this is the way toobtain
much of that Well done, Good and
‘Yaithfull Servant , whcn you ftand |
~ before his face,

I befeech you Brethren fuffer the |
.word of exhortation ; for Ihave writ-
ten a Letter unto you in few words,
Heb, 13.22.



