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Statre oF New-HaMmpsHIRE,

In the House or REPRESENTATIVES,

June 7, 1787,

O T ED, That Mr. Pickering, Mr. Gains,
and Mr. Emerfon, be a Committce to prefent

the Rev. Mr. Buckminfter with the thanks
of this Houfe for bis publick performances, and
vequeft of bim a copy of the difcourfe delivered
before the General-Court this day, that the fame
way be trinted.

THOMAS BARTLET, Speaker P. T.
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Men, Brethren, and Fathers,

G000 Princes of any people, or repre-

d MleLie 9 fentatives of freemen, were ever
ok N s

: chofen to higher or more import.-
) HX%® 0 ant bufinefs than what will, pro-
Doy bably, come before thofe who are
honoured with thefe titles in the United States the

prefent year.
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Tsr General-Affembly of this State was, per.
haps, never convened at a feafun that calicd leuder
for the wifdom of the wife, the underftanding of
the aged, tne fpeech of the trufty, or the guidince
of him who is wonder{ul in counfel and excellent
in working.

No, notin thole trying hours,
when, in the face of the hoftile power of Britain,
the arm of America was lifted to Heaven, and
fhe declared fovereizn and independent.  If to
recover the bewildered rraveller ic as interefting
as to point him his way at firft——if o extricate
from embarraflinents requite as much wifdom as
to prevent them——and if to fave a kingdom is
as important as to found one, the truih of thofe
declarations will be readily conceded.

THE fair morning that dawned over this infant
empire, promifing a ferene and glorious day, is
foon changed : the curtains of the heavens arg
fpread, murmurs are heard in every region, ¢ darka
nefs covers the land, and grofs darknefs, the
people.”

UnbeRr thefe circumances, 1t is rnatter of pc-l
euliar regret, that you are denied the learning,
wifdem, and piety, of that aged mafter of affem-

blies
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blies* who was to have led you, this morning, te
the altar of God, and brought you the meflage
from his facred word ; and by this difappointment
you are called to attend upon one, who is but a
Son in the Gofpel, who would not have been fo
carly chofen to this fervice, could fuch a difap-
pointment have been fuppofed probable. Bug
taught to cbey every oidinance of man for the
Lord’s fake, ¢ being called I came without gain-
faying, and would now afk for what intent you
have fent for me 2’ Educated in the fchool of the
Prophets, with which politics are not neceffarily
conneted, you muft expeét no direction in your
civil police. It would be almoft prefumption in
any of this defcription, and would be arrogance
in me, in our prefent deranged and diftra&ted
ftate, when the wifeft Palinurus fcarce knows
which way to fteer, to difate to thofe who have
made politics their ftudy.

I appEAR, brethren, as a meflenger from the
Lord of Hofts, and as a fervant of Jefus Chrift,

and

NP

® The Rev. Doctor Langdon, who for two years in fucceflion
bas been appointed to preach the eleflion fermon, but has
been prevented by the infirmities of a broken bone,
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and would lead your meditations to inftructions
that he has given, peculiarly fuited to circumftan-
ces like ours.  You will find them in

JAMES I, sth.

IF any of you lack wifdom, let kim afk of God, whe
giveth all men liberally, and upbraideth not,

and it fball be given bim.

HERE is aGOD «—— and Man is his

creature. The fovereign, independent,
and all-perfeét charalter of GOD, and the weak,
dependant, and imperfect charater of Manw, are
clearly fcen from the light of nature, reafon, and
experience. IHe muft be a fool and without ex-
cufe, who faith in his heart, there is no God; or
boalts of his own powers and faculties, as though
he had not received them,

WHEREVER we go, though among the moit
barbarous of the earth, we fee the Temple and the
Alrar, the facrifice and the oblation, tokens of ac-
knowledged dependance upon an unfeen Power.

WHaAT
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WaaT the light of nature ditates, revelation
confirms, and teaches us, that though God made
man after his own image, and gave him diftin-
guifhed powers and capacities to be his {ubordinate
guides and direCtors, in the duties of his elevated
ftation; yet he communicated but his image, not
his nature. He retained man dependant upon
himfelf, and in his beft ftate man needed habitual
inftrution and dire&ion from his all-wife Creator.

THis golden ageds paft, the powers of man have
fuffered an humiliating fhock in the fad apoftacy of
our race. from God. ¢ The underftanding is
darkened, being alienated from the life of God
through the ignorance that is in us, by reafon of
the blindnefs of our hearts,” and thcugh man
would be wife, he is born with very little preten-
fion to the exalted character.

Manv oo theinftances, in private life, in mere
perfonal con -erns, where the wifdom of the pru-
dent fails him, and he knows not what to do;
well may we fuppofe it will not be more adequate
to the complicated affairs of civil government,
which involve the duty and intereft of many indi-
viduals, or that thofe who are honored with the

B important
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important charge of guiding and dirc&’ing thefe
will feel themfelves in lefs nsed of a fuperior -
“influence.

Trere is an inftinétive propenfity in our na.
tures, in fcenes of perplexity and diftrefs, efpecially
if they are become fufficiently prefling, to look
out for foreign aid; and the light of reafon leads
us ultimately to him who teacheth man know-
ledge and giveth him underftanding,

Praver to God for wifdom is a duty of natu-
ral religion; and perhaps no nation can be named
that has not fought, in fome expreflive way, to
the Deity it acknowledged, for help in trouble,
and guidance in important affairs of government.
The Heathen mariners, with whom Jonah fled to
Tarthifh, applied to this duty in the hour of their
diftrefs, and thought him a miracle of ftupidity
that he could fleep and neglettit. The Romans,
no lefs renowned for their wifdom than their valor,
paid a very affiduous attention to this duty; they
confulted their aufpices at the appointment of their
eivil and military officers, and at the determina-
tion of every defign of confequence. What they
did from the unafifted light of nature, we are di-

seéted
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reted to do by the light of divine revelation, and
that glorious Being from svhom alone heip comes,
fays, ¢ If any ma: lack wifdom, let him afk of
God.” And he not cnlv points us our duty, but
enjoins it under the higheft encouragement; for
he aflures us, be gives lilerally., He is the all-
wife and infinitely good God, and never faid to
any, { =k ye me in vain.

Tz words of the text feem to be defigned for
the direction and encouragement of an individual
in his pt. a*e concerns, but they apply with higher
energy and encouragement to thofe that are ene
trufted with the concerns of thoufands of indivi-
duals, in proportion to the greater dignity of their
ftation, the more intricate perplexity of their af-
fairs, and the more extenfive influence of their
meafures.  And he not only gives liberally, but
be upbraideth not : he does not, as is too often
the cafe with human counfellors, cenfure the weak-
nefs or ignorance of his fupplicants, the trifling-
nefs of the occafions upon which they apply, or
their paft negle®t of him. He is not wearied with
the frequency of their addreffes, nor with the ear-
neftnefs and perfeverance with which they purfue
them. o upbraideth nat, but cloles his encoy-

ragement
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ragement with a promiie of fuccefs to him who
afks arighr, it fhall be given him. The meek he
will guide in judgment; the meek he will teach
his way.

Tuey who are unacquainted with the great
truths of the Gofpel, may be accepted in their im-
mediate application to the throne of the divine Ma-
jefty ; but they who have heard of Jefus the me-
diator, 1s advocate and interceffor at the right hand
of God, muit approach in his name as they would
hope for audience and acceptance; for no man
cometh to the Father but by him, and there is no
other name in which we can be heard. The apof-
tle frggefts as much in the words immediately
following the text, when he fays, ¢ Let him afk
1n faith nothing wavering,” for Chritt is the author,
the objeét, and the medium of faith; and ¢ what-
foever we afk the father 1n his name, believing,

W= fhall receive.”

1 aum fenfible there are thofe who, from the elo-
rious nerfections of the Deity, endeavor to derive
un argwent againft prayer; and improve the glo-
tv of the divine character as a reafon for withold-
ing ali explic.. homage. Their argument is, that

ag
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as God is ah omnifcient and infinitely benevolent
Being, he muft know all our wants, and be ready
to fupply them; and as heis the unchanging God,
the moft fervent addrefles can be of no efficacy.
But the argument miftakes the end and defign of
prayer, which is not to inform God, or influence
him to change, but to render us proper objetts of
divine mercies, and fit us to receive them; and
nothing can be plainer, from the word of God,
than that prayer is the enjoined duty of thofe that
need mercies, and the ufual pre-requifite of Heaven
to their beftowal. ¢ Afk and ye thall receive, I wil}
be inquired of te do it for them. If any of you
lack wifdom, let him afk of Ged.” If this be true,
the omniicience and unchangablenefs of God af-
ford the ftrongeft arguments for prayer; for with
out it he muft, in an ordinary way, fee us unfit to
reccive mercies, and muft change his ufual method
to beftow them.,

In anfwer to our prayers for wifdom and direc-
rion, we are not to expect any oracular refponfes,
or miraculous comiunications; but a fecret
divine energy attending the exercife of thofe fa-
culties that heaven has given us to improve, di-
re€ting their ufe, ftrengthening them in exercife,

removing
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removing darknefs and difficulties out of the way,
and fixing in thofe refolves which he will approve,
whole counfcl fhall frand, and who will do ail his
pleafure. Shall fuch communications be theught
tmpoffible or improbable, from him who 15 a {pi-
2it? Who 1s the Father of our fpiriis; acquainted
with all their powers and principles, and who can-
zot but have intimate accefs to them ? Are they not
communications that are confentaneous to the glo-
sious character of God, as the all-per{c&t fpirit,
and to the charaer of man as a rational, moral,
and yet dependant creature ? “Man’sheart devifeth
his way, but the Lord direteth his fteps. He
giveth underftanding to the fimple, and taketh the
wiic in their own craftinefs.”” 'The objections to
this duty, the fcruples concerning it, originate in
infidelity and ignorance of God.

I uave already fuggefted the {upplications and
ficrifices of the Romans for wifdom in the faireft
era of their commoowealth ; {arther to inforce the
duty, as incumbent upon thefe that are imtrufted
with the aftairs of ftates and empires, let me call
vour recollection to the attention paid to it by the
rencwned leaders of that people whofe hiftory is
manded down in the faceed pages, Moles, their

lawgiver
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fawgiver and deliverer, was a man of prayer, and
though he had the fpecial tokens of the divine
prefence with him, in the pillars of cloud and fire,
to be his general direCtors; yet, on various emer-
gencies, we find him profirate before Jehovah,
fecking fpecial guidance and direction, and de-
precating evils that impended his people, and the
effe& of his prayers, not once nor twice, was the
averting of thofe evils, and proved the lengthening
of their tranquility. David, no lefs diftinguithed
for his valor than his piety, afked counfel of the
Tord in a great variety of inftances. Solomon,
his fon, the wifeft of men, when he was about fuc-
ceeding his father in the throne of 1frael, moft ear-
aeftly befought the Lord for a wife and underftand-
ing heart, to guide him in his kingdom. And in
what attitude did he ever appear more dignified
and exalted! God granted him his requeft, ang
what nation ever einjoyed greater power and prof-
perity, or rofe to more exalted heights of national
glory, than this, under his adminiftration, ’till he
forfook the Lord, and called upon Gods that could
not fave ? Hezekiali befought the Lord for z
way of efcape, in a moft critical and threatening
fituation, and the Lord opened it for him, and
reftored profperity, Jchofaphat, in like circum-
ftances,
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ftances, fell proftrate beforc the Lord, and in thefe
expreflive laconic terms, poured forth his heart:
" Our God——we know not what to do: but our
eyes are upon thee. And he ftood ftill, and faw
the falvation of God. What need I more fay ?—-
th» time would fail me to mention the inftances
that might be adduced from the rulers of Ifrael and
Judah. Let it fuffice to obferve, that in them was
verified that obfervation of the wifeft of their
kings, that when the righteous were in authority,
the people rejoiced; but when the wicked bore
rule, the people mourned.

As we have examples of attention to this duty
in the wifeft and beft charatters, and of fuccefs -
following it, {o we are not deftitute of inftances of
unwife adminiftration, and foolifh refolves, afcrib-
ed to the neglect of this duty, The children of
Ifrael, impofed upon by the craft and fubtilty of
the Gibeonites, entered into a league with them,
which was injurious to their interefts, and led them
to violate the exprefs injunions of Jehovah; and
this their rath and unwife procedure is afcribed to
their negle& to atk counfel of the Lord., They
that honor God he will honor, and they that def-
~pife him he will lightly efteem, The moral rea-

fons
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fons of God’s government are ever the fame, and
they who negicé to afk counfel of the Loid muft
expe& to have their councils turned into foolifh-
nefs, to meet darknefs in their paths, fce confufien
in their meafures, and find themfelves entangled in
the maze of their own errors*. Humble applica-
tion to God for wifdom and direction, is a duty
incumbent upon all, efpecially upon civil rulers ;
it has been practifed by all nations ; the moft dig-
nified human characters have honored themfelves
by their attention to this duty : it is exprefsly en-
joined by the all-wife God, and has been followed
with defired fuccefs. May I, then, be permitted,
inftead of thof: particular addrefles to the feveral
branches of the legiflature, which are common on
thofe occafions, to addrels to that honorable body,
in their collective cap;icity, the direction of the
text.

C Ix

* Job fpeaking of the Great God in his providential gov-
ernment, fays, ¢ e leadeth counfellors away fpoiled, and
maketh the judges fools. He taketh away the heart of the
chicf of the people of the carth, and cauf:th them to wander
in a wildernefs where there is no way. They grope in the
dark without light.”” Fob x1ith,—~17, 24. ¢ But they that
wait on the Lord fhall renew their ftrength,™
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In adark and threatening day, vou are called
to an high and honorable ftation. You have the
moft flattering teftimonies to your wifdom and
abilities in thofe {uffrages of freemen, which have
placed in your hands their moft important temporal
concerns, in their prefent perplexed and embarraf-
{=d ftate. Yet I fhould pay but an ill compliment to
your heads or your hearts, to fuppofe you felt your-
felves equal to the arduous tafk; or were uncon-
fcious of your needing fuperior inftruction and
guidance. Unable to afford any direction my-
felf, I have endeavored to point you to him who
teacheth man knowledge, and giveth him under-
flanding; and to reficth your memories with a
direction that he has given to them that are em-
barraffed. His minifters you are, as well as re-
prefentatives of freemen : all civil rulers ftand in
this elevated ftation, and are clothed wirh a dele-
gated power from the King of Kings. This is an
additional reafon why they fhould wait on God
for inftruction.  The foreign minifter of an earthly
monarch, would foon meet the frowns of his royal
mafter, who, in affairs important and perplexed,
fhould neglect to afk inftruction, when there was
an opportunity of obtaining i1t.  And thall the mi-
nifter of the King of Kings be more excufable in

negleting
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neglecting his divine mafter, who is infinitc in
wifdom, and has enjoined him in his commiffion,
If he lack wifdom, to afk of God.=~—You have
worthily commenced the bufinefs of the year, by
~appearing in the moft exalted attitude i1n which
mortals can appear, bowing at the Altar of the
Lord for his inftruction and blkefling. It is only
to be regretted that you have not had a more skil-
ful mafter of affemblies tolead your devotions.—
You will, doubtlefs, commence the bufinefs of
every day with humble prayer to God, and in
thofe addreffes be careful not to repeat the folly
of God’s ancient people, of drawing nigh with
the lip and honoring with the mouth, while the
heart is far from him. Praying to God i. pre-
fenting the difires of our hearts, and faying amen
to him that giveth thanks. You wil! not content
yourfelves with a public addrefs to God for general
direticn, but will carry every important fubject
to your clofets, and beg of God to thew you the
fafe and the right way.

Coxncerns of the higheft moment will, doubt-
lefs, come before you, in the courle of the prefent
year, and your decifions may greatly affet the
intereft of the prefent aud {ucceeding generations.

This
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This heightens the importance of the offices that
are to be filled by your fuffrages, and fhews your
need of a divine influensce to guide you ia your
choice.  Lert nothing be done through prejudice
or partality, and remember that thole are not, in
general, moft worthy of offices who feck them, but
thofe who are fought by them. If you lack wil-
dom, afk it of God : imitate the example of the
Apoftles, who, though poor in this world, were
under a divine guidance, and fay, “Thou, Lord,
who knoweft the hearts of all, fhew whether of
thefe thou halt chofen.”

Brrore the year expires you will, probably, have
laid before you the refolutions of the Convention
for revifing the Confederation, by whofe determi-
naticns and the confequent conduft of the States,
itis fuppofed, the interefts of this new empire will
‘be greatly affe@ed; and a way opened for her rifing
into greatnefs, or clofed againft all her future
profpe@s. In an affair of fuch magnitude feek in-
ftru&ion from him whofe minifters you are, and
oive your {uffrages as thofe that feel the fate of
millions hanging on their hand.  Who, that was to
decide the fate of an individual, but would moft
devoutly pray to be dire@ed aright ¥ How much

more 1mportant will be your decifions !
THe
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T e embarraffed ftate of our finances ; the pref-
fure of public and private debts; and ways and
means of relief; will, probably, employ many of
your hours ; and it is not impofiible that the fub-
ject of paper-money will again call up your atten-
tion. And will you not need wifdom to guide
you in this labyrinth ?  If the circulating medium
could be increafed, it would probably afford fome
relief in our prefent exigencies ; and, if the legif-
lature of New-Hampfhire are in pofieflion of the
fancied philofopher’s ftone, or the fabled tranfimu-
ting touch of Midas, they might liften to a pro-
pofal of paper- money ; but if they are not, reafon
and experience reprobate the meafure, as having
a direct tendency to put out of circulation every
fhilling of hard money, as a mean of further em-
barraffinent, and an engine of oppreflion, fraud,
and cruelty, and no wifdom, human or divine,
can ditate a meafure that leads to fuch evils. As
in divinity there can be no faith contrary to reafon,
{o in politics there can be no wifdom contrary to
righteoufnefs. ¢ Righteoufnefs exalteth a nation,
but fin is the reproach of any people.”  Righteouf-.
nefls is the rule of God’s adminiftration, and ought
to be the rule of theirs who reign or decree juftice

by him. Maxims of convenience, or cven of {up-
pofed
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pofed neceffity, as rules of legiflation, to the dif-
regard of juftice, righteoufnefs, and truth, muft
ever involve in perplexity, and lead on to ruin,
Fiat juftitia, ruat Celum, is a motto that ought to
be infcribed over the door of every houfe of legif-
lation, and engraven on the breaft of every legifla-
tor. * When Darius, king of Perfia, lay a dying,
his fon afked him by what art he had fo happily
managed the government, and fo long preferved
himifelf in it, to which he received this me-
morable anfwer,  That it-was by doing in all things
¢bat which was juft both towards God and Man.”
““ The rigiteous Lord loveth righteoufnefs, and
his countenance doth behold the upright, but the
face of the Lord is againft them that do evil.”—
The direétion of God to his ancient people, re-
peatedly recorded in the book of God, which
fpeaks its importance, is worthy the ferious confi-
deration of every legiflator. ¢ Thou thalt not
¢ have in thy bag divers weights, a great and a
¢ fmall: thou fhale not have in thy houfe divers
¢« meafures, a great and a finall :  but thou fhalt
¢ have a perfeCt and jult weight, a perfe& and
“ juft meafure fhalt thou have: that thy days may
“ be lengticoed 1a tue land which the Lord
{1 thy’

P2y

L

* Piideaux, Vol. 1. page 154,
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« thy God giveth thee: for all that do fuch
¢ things, and all that de unrighteoufly, are
« an abemination unto the Lerd thy God.”—
If weights and meafures are to be of a fixed and
invarizble ftandard, mott certainly the medium of
commerce, or trade, ought to be fixed and inva-
riable, for that is the weight and meafure of every
interchangeable commeodity. ¢ That which 1
“ the rule of juftice muft itfelf be juft, if it be
¢ otherwife it is a conftant cheat.” And agreat
writer® of ancient date, whofe paflions could not
be heated by the experiences of our day, has faid,
¢« To have an uncertainty in weights and meafures
¢ is like a corruption in judgment, it cheats un-
“ der color of juftice, and thus to deceivé a man
‘¢ to his damage, is worfe than picking his pock-
¢ ers, or robbing him on the high-way.”

THe only probable way of increafing the cir-
culating medium, to the benefit of the public, it
by giving up, forever, the idea of paper-money ;
and by a ftri&t regard to juftice in all public mea-
fures, reftoring to men of property in the govern-
ment a confidence, that when they have parted

with

¢ Henry an Leviticus, 19.
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with their property they may, fome time or other,
realize it again. This, I have no doubt, would
foon afford a fufficiency of circulating cafh, for all

the purpofes ¢f mutual intercourfe, and internal
commerce,

Tue time would fail me to particularize the im-
portant matters that will engage your attention,
but whatever they may be, in them all acknow-
ledge God, and he will dire& your fteps ; delibe-
rate upon them in his fear; and if you lack wif-
dom, afk of God, who giveth to all men liberally,
and upbraideth not. This habitual application to
God, for guidance and direétion, will not only
fecure you the fecret influence you need, as it
is God’s appointed n.ethod of beftowing it, but
it will have a natural tendency to bring coolnefs
and candor into your debates, to form your minds
to that fzrene and placid ftate, which, like the un-
ruffled furface of the water, reflets the images of
objets jult as they are, and it will fupprefs that
prejudice and partiality, thole heated paffions and
prepoflefiions from which the greateft minds are not
frec, but which form as falfe a medium of vifion
as the agitared furface of the troubled decp. The
mind that has reached the Throne of Grace in

elevated
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elevated devotion, in retiring from that place of
ferentty -and calmnefs, will bring a tinture of the
czion into the legiflative areopigus, and fpread
a luftre all around him, refembling the luftre of
Mofes’ face when he came from Mount Sinal
from immediate converfe with God.

Ier me, then, again recommend to you
the diretion of the text, afk couniel of the
Lord, call upon him, not only upon fet ard
formal occafions, in public and in fecret, but
whenever your decifion is called for, upon
any important matter, let the devout breath-
“ing of your heart, to him that teacheth man know-
ledge, prepare you to judge for him who is with
you in the judgment; nor need you fay who fhall
afcend to Heaven to bring God down from
above: he ftandeth in the congregation of the
mighty ; he judgeth among the Gods. Nor are

fuch ejaculatory addreffes without precedent or
precept,

-

Neuemian, while he was cup-bearer to
king Artaxerxes, and was performing the du-
ties of his office in the prefence of his royal maf-
ter, lifted up his heart to God for direttion and

D fuccefs
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fuccefs in what he meditated for his people, - .«
he was heard and anfwered in the fecret afpira-
tion.

HonoraBLe will be that civil ruler who
imitates Nehemiah :n his piety, and happy will
he be who is fo great a benefactor to his people.
« If any of you lack wifdom let him afk of God,
*« who giveth to all men liberally, and upbraideth
¢ not, and it fhall be given him.”

I am not unapprehenfive that many have been
furprized at the choice of our fubject on this oc-
cafion, and will be difappointed, that they have
not ‘been amufed with a differtation upon the
nature of civil government, the character of civil
rulers, the dignity of their office, and its impor-
tance to the world. They may wonder thar they
have heard nothing of the natural and political
advantages of this country, and its proipeéts of
fuiure eminence and glory. Tlhefe are pleafing
and important fubjc@s, and had 1 viewed our
fituation lefs ferious thae I do, and thought it an
era for {pecwiation, I thould with pleafure,indulged
my imagination upon fome of thefe themes,
But, if I have any difcernment in the figns of
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the times, America is approaching a moft inte-
refting crifis; and, if -~ver civil rulers found oc-
cafion to be ferious, to lay afide all levity, and
fummon up manly thought and reficétion ; if ever
they found occafion to feck fuperior guidance and
inftru&ion, the rulers of this year will find the
occafion repeated : and by them will be decided
the fate of this empire. '

WhaeN a beautiful edifice ftands firm on its
foundation, the fpeator may juftly amufe him-
felf in contemplating its fymmetry, proportions,
ornaments, and profpefts; but, if it were totter-
ing to its fall, he would be unpardonable to be
thus employed, and neglect every effort to {uftain
and reftore it.

I nave predited the future glory of America ;
yet nothing but an attention to the duty that has
now been recommended, and a confequent con-

du&, correfpondent to it, will verify that pre-
diction.

Our political fituation is not lefs hazardous or
threatening than was the real fituation of the ma-
riners with Jonah, when Heathen could exclaim,

¢« Awake,
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«@ Awake, O fleeper, and call upon thy God =
Our fins, our negle&t of God, and forgetfulnefs of
him, are the Jonah that have raifed the tempett,
and however hard we may row to bring them to

land, they muft be caft over-board, or the fhip
will fink.

Ir we could be perfuade? to arife and call upon
God, in fincerity and faith, antend our ways and
doings that are not good, and give ourfelves up
to his guidance in the praftice of piety, righteouf-
nefs, and virtue. If our civil rulers, who are in
the view of Heaven, and of furrouading nations,
as all the people; whofe examples are of the moft
extenfive influence, would acknowledge God in
all thei: ways, and fincerely afic wifdom of him
who gives liberally, and upbraideth not,——he
would caufe light to arife in our darknefs, bring
crder out of our confufion, and eftablifh and com-
plete the fair political edifice, whofe foundation he
has {o heppilylaid; andthis is the only way in which
comnplere cidiverance can arife to us, unlefs God
fhould changz his aderable perfections, or alter
the gencral rule of his admnillrations ; for < they
that honor him, he wiil honor; and they that ¢ei-
nife him, he will Lizhtly efteem.”
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Tur infidel arnd libertine, who feel too felf-
{ufficient to acknowledge their dependance upon
Jehovah, will ftile all this rant aud fuperftition ;
but there can be none of thefe charatters among
our civil rulers: for the conftitution provides,
that they fhould be of the Proteftant religion,
and he who is too wife, in his own conceit, to afk
counfel of God, nmuft be viewed too weak in the
opinion of freemen, to be intrufted with their
concerns ; for there is more hope of a fool than
of him. And that ¢ /il minifter of Jehovah,
who negle&ts his divine mafter, whatever repu-
tation may attend his adminiftration here, will
have a moft folemn account to give when the
kingdoms of this world fhall all be . blotted out,
and the carth and heavens be diffolved. Is there
{uch an event moft certainly to take place!
There 1s fomething, then, more important to us
all, whether as rulers or as {fubjeéts, than fecuring
a happy ftate of civil government here, which is
fecuring our hearts before God, being interefted
in his love and favor, that when all thefe things
fhall be diffolved we may receive a kingdom that
cannot be fhaken, and enter into that glorious
citv, the new Jerufulem, where fhall be perfect
liberty without licentioufnefs, perfect govern-
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ment without oppreflion; a city that needeth
not the light of the fun, neither of the moon,
w fhine in it; the glory of God enlightening
it, and the Lamb being the light thereof, e
God grant, that, whatever be the fate of ftates
and empires here, or, our fituation, as fubjelts
of them, we may, in the kingdom of glory, find
an end of all our forrows, and a completion of
all our joys. |
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Page 6, Line 14, for thofe, read thefe.
8, w-— 6, read unto all.
15, — 19, for power, read peace.
17, = 16, tot thofe, read thefe.




