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LRETHREN, avp FELLOW-CITIZENS :=

THIS day is rendered illuftrious in the

annals of our country, by giving birth to a citizen,
whom it has pleafed Gop to honor with diftinguith-
ed honors, and to render uncommonly acceptable

to the multitude of his brethren.

The early prefages, which he gave of martial bra-
very, ikill, and prudence, have been more than an-
fwered, in his fuccefsfully leading the armies of his
country to repel her aggreflors, fecurc her rights,
and eftablifh her in the enjoyment of" peace and
independence,  The country that he defended,
at the head of a band of heroes, he refcued from
confufion and imbecility, at the head of a band of
patriots, by conciliating their affections, and com-
bining their interefts, in a conftitution of govern-
ment, which, in its operation, has juftified the eulo-
gies of ipeculation, and rendered our country,
probably, the freeft and happieft in the world.

Nobly




. { 6 ) S e

Nobly divefting himfclf of all civil or military dif-
tinction, he retired to the walks of private life, ob-
taining a triumph in felf conqueit, that few mortals
have obtained. But the unanimous {uffrages of his
country drew him, relutant, from his refreat, and
placed him at the head of the adminiftration
of our government. In this novel ftation, during
an cight years prefidency, at an epoch, moft momen-
tous tc America, in its foreign relations and inter-
nal interefts, he proved himfelf the wife politician,
the dilcerning, firm, and difinterefted patriot, the
inviolable friend of his country, and guardian of her
rights.

National gratitude and affeGion have for feveral
vears influenced the citizens of America to diftin-
guith the birth-day of fo illuftrious a Benefactor, by
feftive celebrations and fentimental tnbutary ac-
knowledgments. But, alas ! this mode of celebra-
tion is no more ! Neither dignity nor ufefulnefs
exempt from death. The Sovereign Lorb of life,
a few weeks fince, fummoncd from his intercourfe
with mortals, this Father of his country, our fhield
jn war, our pride In peace.

The fupreme council of our nation, in token of
refpe& to the memory of the deccafed, and to quick-
cn our attention to the voice of P’rovidence, have
feperated this anniverfary to national mourning,

and
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and devotion. In obedience to their fummons, wé

are aflembled to mingle our tears and condoience,
to hurable ourfelves at the feet of unerring wifdom
and righteoufnefs, to unite our {upplications and
thank{givings to ..um who gives and who takes away,
carneftly begging that the hand that has broken,
would bind us up, and caufe a harveft of national
bleflings to arife from a naticn’s tears.

I have fincerely hoped that fome municipal ar-
rangement would have excufed me from a part 1n
this day’s exercifes ; that we thould have been favor-
ed with the efforts of other talents ; this I have the
rather hoped, as I have alrcady mingled my mite
with the offerings of therich, which the partiality of
fniends has drawn from its obfcurity.

In contemplating the duties of the day, I have
been utterly at a lofs as to what would be proper or
expedient. The voluntary tributes of refpe&, that
nave flowed from the higheft fources, have left
{carce any thing to be added on this anniverfary;
“and what can the man do that comes after the king.’
My firft refolution was only to have read on this oc-
cafion, that admirable addrefs of our late worthy
Prefident, poured forth with fuch parental affetion
and folicitude, in the dignified attitude of difrobing
himfelf of the infignia of office, and retiring to the

rank
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rank of a private citizen. My refolution is changed,
not from an apprehenfion that any thing can be
offered you fo worthy your attention, but from the
refleCtion that this 15 already in the hands of moft,
and will be perufed and reperufed, with léifurly at-
tention, while a fpatk of enlightened patriotifm
warms our bofoms. Relying upon your ufual, can-
did and patient attention, I have concluded to
attempt an 1lluftration of a fubjc& at all times
interefting, at the prefent, peculiarly fo.

That Relicion and Righteoufuefs are the Bafis of
National Honer and Profperity, and the f[ureff mean
of National Security and Peace. 'Will fuch a fubjeét,
be deemed altogether foreign to the defign of the
day ? It harmonizes with the principles, fpint, and
letter, of our invaluable political legacy ; and if our
deceafed patron retains a wifh for his country, I
cloubt not it is, that it would diftinguith itfelf as
much by its piety and righteoufnefs, as it has been
ditinguifhed by the favor and benediction of hea-
ven. For he now peifectly knows what, while liv-
ing, he fublimely taught, That “or ALL THE
DISPOSITIONS AND HABITS WIICH LEAD TO
POLITICAL PROSPERITY, RELIGION AND MoO-
RALITY, ARE INDISPENSABLE SUPPORTS.

The portion of {cripture feleted as the theme

m

of our difcourie, is a part of the charge of
Mofcs,
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Mofes, that venerable patriot, and leader of the
children of Ifrael ; when he viewed his diffolution at
hand, and would make every effort to fecure to the
people whom he loved, national honor and happi-
nefs. The words you will read

DevTeroNoMY, 1V. 6.

Keep therefore and do them, fir this is your avifdom and your
underflanding in the fight of the nations avhich j2all hear all
thefe flatutes, and fay, furely this great nation is & wife and
wnderflanding  people.

THE finking refemblance, in a great variety
of particulars, between this renowned leader of Ifrael
and the venerated charater whofe lofs we this day
deplore, has been happily made the fubjed of tri-
butary refpect to the memory of the latter.

In nothing, does there appear a more ftriking re-
{emblance, than in the difintereftednefs of their pat-
riotifm, and their concern that the people .of their
charge thould be pro{perous and happy after their de- -
ceafe. Theillufions of fancy and affetion afide, the
palm muft be given to Mofes in every refpect, for he
had {upernatural intercourfe with Heaven, was cloth-
ed with commiffion and power from on high, and on
trying emergencies had fenfible teftimonies and aid
from Gop. But if our beloved WasaiNGTON, from
fimilarity of circumftances, was lead to make this
Jewith leader his pattern, he has been a moft hon-

orable and dignified copyift. When
"~ B
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When Mofes perceived his diffolution at hand,
he fummoned the tribes of lirael around kim, and
addrefles them upon their naticnal hopes and prof-
pets—-gives a general fummary of their hiftory
fince they came out of Egypt, repeats the -{tatutes
and judgments that Gop had given, charging them
to keep and do them if they would be wife, ref-
peltable, or happy.  If the terms ufed by th?é Jew-
ifn Legiflator are not perfeltly fynonimous, ftatutes
may gefer to their religious obligations, and judg-
ments to their civil and political, in the facred ob-
fervance of which they fhould fecure profperity at
home, and renown abroad among the nations.  For
Religion and Righteoufnefs are the fureff Bafis of Na-
tional Honor and Profperity, and the direcl means of
Tranguillity and Peace.

To national honor and glory, a due proportion of
eminent talents, and of laudible acquirments 1n
knowledge and virtue, are neceflary. And they wil
excel, who have the moft brilliant talents, happily
united te moft unfophifticated integrity. Though
men’s talents are not originally of their own choof-
ng, yet what they are to fociety, i3 generally the re-
fult of education,

- If there were no obje&t of religion, and no mgral

government exercifed over the world, yet the in-

preflions and effects produced upon the human mind-
and
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and heart, by the belief and contemplation of infin-
ite perfeftion, have a natural, and almoft mechanic
tendency, to form the huinan chara&er to great and
noble conceptions, and to flimulate to worthy ac-
tions and achicvements. The mind in contewplat-
ing elevated and enlarged obje@s, 1s, fron principlcs
infeperable from our nature, itfelf clevated and en-
larged. The umverfe of being affords no object
worthy to be compared, in elevation and dignity,
with h'm whofe name aloae 1s JEmovaAH, and the
only object of religious homage. The exercifes and
affeions which the due contemplation of his ado.
rable " perfeQions, excite, ftrengthen and invigorate
the faculties of the man, reprefs and regulate the
diferderly propenfities, and form a bafis for diftin-
guithed mental and bodily exertions.

If to a fpeculative belief of the exiftence of a Gop,
be added a con{cioutnefs < a ftate of friendthip and
reconciliation with him, and of intereft in his per-
feCions, the force of motive to virtuous deeds, and
ot reftraint from vicious onss, is complete. W hat
facrifices have been made, what dangers have been
hazarded, what feats of valer have been achicved, for
the benefit of nations, in thz belict of the approving
fmiles of heaven, and in the hope of rewards which
Gop only can beftew ? That in the nature of things,
religion, as it confifts in the belief of 2 Gorp, and 1n
exercifes and affeftions that fuch a belief excites,

forms
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forms inftraments of national honor and profperity,
and is calculated to fecure thofe objects fo intereft-
ing and important to any people. And on the con-
trary, the {entence of an infpired pen upon the grofi-
er fenfual indulgencies, is, in its meafure, true of
every fpecies and degree of impiety and immorality,
‘ They take away the heart” They encrvate and
unman the body. They effeminate and debafe the
~mind. ‘They bring on premature decrepitude and

death. In the vortex of fenfuality, luxury, and im-
piety, moft nations have firft ingulphed their nation-
al honor, ftrength, and vaior ; and then their na-
tional exiftence.

The natural tendency of religion to promote the
honor and profperity of a people, and to fecure their
peace and tranquility, receives infinite occafion by
its fecuring to them the fupernatural influence and
benedittion of heaven.

Whatever attempts have been, or may be made,
to obliterate a fenfe of Deity, or efface impreffions
of his exiftence from the human mind, the proofs of
his exiftence are, and ever will be, as numerous as
the creatures that exift. ¢ The invifible things of
him, from the creation of the world, are clearly feen,
sing underftood by the things that are made, even
his eternal power and God-head.” God’s providen-
tial infpc&ton and government are the neceflary
refult of his exiftence and perfections; which gov;

ernment




( 13 )
ernrent muft be accommodated to the nature and
capacities of its refpeétive objects. Asmanis ara-
tional and moral agent, the providential government
of Gop, as it refpe&ts man, muft be of the moral-
kind. And as nations exift, in their focial and na-
tional capacities, pnly ip this world, fo the difpenfa-
tions of heaven towards them will be influenced by
their religious and moral chatater and conduét.
“ Thofe, whe honor Gep, he will honor, but thofe
who- defpife him, he will hightly efteem.” The pre-
valence of virtue, picty, 2ol righteoufnefs, in a na-
tion, fecure the faver of Lim, whofe it is to build
and to plant, whefe it is to make great, and give
ftrength unto all.  His favor s life to a natien, no
lefs than to an 1ndividual, and his loving kindnefs is
the fource of their honor, profperity, and peace.
¢ They, whom he bleffes, are blefled ;” and nore
can difannul it, They, upon whom he frowns,
muft wither ; for none can arreft, or divert the
cffects of his difpleafure. So juft and natural are
thele dedudtions and conclufions of reafon, that a
moft eminent, corre&t and judicious writer has
thought it proper to put the following cxpreflions
into the lips of a leathen : ¢ If there’s a power

above us, and that therc is, all nature cries aloud 1n
all her works. He muft delight in virtue, and that
which he delights in, muft be happy.”

But fhould 2 doubt remain, refpe@ing the cor-

reCtaels of thefe conctufiens, it mult be wholly re-
moved
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moved by explicit declarations from the fource of
unerring truth, of which innumerable might be
adduced, fimilar to thefe : ¢ The eyes of the Lord
are upon the righteous, and his ears are open to
their cry ; but the face of the Lord is againft them
that do evil.” <«Righteoulnefs exalteth a nation ;
but fin is the reproach of any people.”* Nay JEHo-
van himfelf has condefcended to publith to us
the rule of his adminiftration towards nations. . By
the prophet Jeremiah, we hear him faying. < At
what inftant I fhall {peak concerning a nation, and
concerning a kingdom, to pluck up, to pull down,
and to deftroy, if that nation againft whom I have
proncuaced, turn from their evil, I will repent of the
evil that T thought to do unto them. And at
what inftant I fhall {fpeak concerning a nation, and
concerning a kingdom, to build and to plant it, if
it do evil in my fight, that it obey not my voice, I
will repent of the good wherewith I faid I would
benefit them.” If this rule of adminiftration was
more appropriate to the nation to whom Gop gave
his oracles dire@, yet the terms in which it is ex-
. prefled forbid our confining it to them, and the
hiftory of Gop’s dealings with the nations of the
earth ; fo far as it can be collc&ed from authentic
ata, juftifics its univerfal application.

In the hiftory of Gop’s ancient people, flowing
from an infpired fource, we find a fcrupulous cb-
fervauce
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ietvance of this rule. While they regarded the
laws, ftatutes, and ordinances of the Lord, < He
fuffered no man to harm them, yea, he reproved
Kings for thecir fakes ; faying touch not mine
annointed, and do my Prophets no harm.” <« He
gave them reft on every fide, made them to ride up-
on-the high places of the earth ; he fed them with
the fineft of the wheat, and caufed them to abound
with all rich treafure.”” Their renown went forth
among other nations, and difpefed them to fay,
“ What nation is fo great, that hath Gop fo nigh
them.” <« What nation is fo great, that hath
ftatutes and judgments {o righteous.” But on the
other hand, when they forfook Gop, and bowed
down to idols ; when they difregarded his flatutes,
tranfgrefled his commandments, and neglected his
ordinances, wild and portentous clouds darkened
their ‘political hemifphere, their ftrength withered,
the neighboring nation$ exacted upon them, and
the {fword, the famine, or the peflilence belpoke the
difpleafure of heaven, and called upon them to con-
fider from whence they had fallen, to repent, and
return to the Lorp. No part of the Jewifh hifto-
1y, in any period of their exiftence, is deftitute of
illuftrations of thefe remarks : But the times of the
Judges afford the meft ftnking comment upon the
words of our text, and the fulleft confirmation of
the truth of our propofition : That religion and
righteoufnefs are the furcft bafis of national honor
and profperity, and the dire€t means of tranquility
and peace. Happy




( 16 )

Happy would it be for every nation, whe, to the
law that was given by Mofes, have {fuperadded the
grace and truth that came by Jefus Chnif, to revive
an attention to this fubje®, and regard the charge
of this renowned leader of Ifrael, to the peopie,
who were to him dear as his own foul. Thnce hap-
py would it te for the people of this land, who in
various refpe&s refemble Gop’s ancient Ifrael, over
whom the arm of power and mercy has been mar-
velloufly difplayed, to harmonize their views, {enti-
ments, and feelings in an enlightened belief, and
facred regard of this infpired charge, this incontro-
verttble maxim of found policy.

An unpleafant diverfity of fentiment and differ-
-ence of opinion have arifen 1n this country refpect-
1ng the line of political conduét, moft direétly tend-
ing to fecure our national honor, profperity, and
peace. Natijonal antipathy, and paflionate national
attachment have doubtlefs had their influence 1n
originating and cherithing this ftate of public fenti-
ment, the principal ground of hope to cur enemies,
of fear and anxiety to the difintercfted patriot ; which,

the difcerning eye of our revered Prefident forefee-
ing, his faithful tongue hath thus add1'§ﬂed us.

¢ Inveterate antipathies againft particular nations,
and paffionate attachments for others, fhould be ex-
cluded ; andin the place of them juft and amicable
feelings towards all fhould be cultivated. The na-
tion, which indulges towards another an habitual
hatred,
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hatred, or an habitual fondnefs, is in {fome degree, 2
flave. It is a flave to its animofity or affetion,
either of which is fufficient to lead it aftray from its
duty and its intereft.” Upon which fubje& our de-
parted fage continues to difcourfe in fentiments
and expreflicns which deferve to be indelibly in-
graven on all our memories. While not perfetly
harmonious in our views and apprehenfions, which
in this ftate of imperfe&ion, is hardly to be ex-
pected.

It is a pleafing and promi‘ing confideration that
the advocates of the refpeive opinions equally pro-
fefs to be warmed by the fire of patrictifm, to be
ammated by a love to their country, and a defire to
fecure and promote its beft intereft. If this be fo,
the unhappy divifion is only the refult of the pows
er of fuch prejudicés as are confiftent with integri-
ty, and which time and refle&ion, candor and con-
defcenfion will remove.

But however accurate our fentiments, or juft our
views, refpecting the line of political condutt that
this country ought to purfue, it is a truth, fanction-
ed by experience, and confirmed by the voice of
Gop, that it is only by combining with them reli-
gion and righteoufnefs, a facred regard to-Gop and
his authority, that we fhall be eftablifhed, and pre-
ferve our name and praife among the nations of the
carth : In contempt or negle& of thefe, no line of

C policy,
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policy, can procure for us, or fccure to us, the ne-
ceflary requnﬁtes to natxonal ‘profperity and glory

How accurately, upon this fubject, thought and
fpake our beloved VVASHINGTﬂN “ Of all the
difpofitions and habits which lead to political prof-
perity, religion and morality are indifpenfable fup-
ports. In vain would that man claim the tribute
of patnotnfm, who would labor to fubvert thefe great
pillars of human happmefs, thefe firmeft props of the
duties of men and citizens. The mere politician,
equally with the pious man, ought to refpe&t and
cherith them. A volume could not trace all their
conncctions with public and private felicity.—
And let us with caution indulge the {uppofition,
that miprality can be maintained withost religion.
Whatever may be conceded to the influence of re-
fined education, on minds of 2 peculiar firuture 5
reafon and experience both forbid us to expe& that
national morality can prevail, ia exclufion of religi-
ous principles.”

“ It 15 fubftantially true that virtue or morality
is a neceffary {pring of popular government. The
rule indeed extends with more or lefs force to-every
{pecies of free government. Who that is a friend to

it can look with indifference upon atiempts to fthake
the foundation of the fabric.”

If then our bofoms glow with the ardor of pa-
tniotifm, if we are animated by a love of onr coun-
try
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try, and a fincere defire to promote her profperity

and glory—let us-lofe all party feuds, animofities,
and contentions, in a confcientious veneration of
the great object of worfhip, and an exemplary obferv-
ance of all his precepts, and let the only conteft
aimong the ealightened titizens of America be,
who fhall excel in rational piety and exemplary vir-
tue, and o rival his competitors in exalted pa-
triotifm. ¢« They who thus honer Goo, he will
honor”, ¢ The meek he will guide in judgment,
the meek he will teach his way.” And where-
in any err in judgment, under the fecret influence
of prejudice or Medion, he will in time reveal it to
them, |

A vicious, wicked and unprincipled man, who
eafts off the fear of Gop, and ridicules the obliga-
tions of religion and righteoufnefs, though tie may
rejoice in national profperity and peace, roils the
fountain head of their exiftence, and poifons the
channel through which they are cocnveyed. The
pious fearers of Gop and workers of righteoulnefs
are the chariots of a nation and the horfemen there-
of. The piety of Jofeph in the houfe of Potipher,
“and in the court of Pharach, procured to that fami-
ly and nation a train of providential bleffings. The
impiety of Manaffeh pulled down upon the nation
of Ifracl tokens of divine difpleafure for feveral gen-
erations.  Had there been but ten rightcous perfons
in the land of Sodom, for their fake its awful de-
ftrution would have been averted. While
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While thefe remarks apply to all nations of the
earth, they have a {pecial emphafis and energy with
reference to our own. The manner in which Ame-
rica was fettled ; the character, principles and views
of our anceftors, impofe upon us {pecial obligations
to regard the ftatutes and judgments of Gop. The
purity ih which Gop has preferved his~'revealed
religion to us, the extenfive religious, as well as .
civil privileges that he has indulged us; the re-
markable anfwers of prayer that he has given to his
peoole in their exigencies, and manifeftations of his
power in their mounts of dithiculty, would greatly
aggravate their guilt, fhould they turn from the
“ Lord, and defpife his ordinances: and our folly as
well as guilt would be without a parellel, if, with the
inftru&ive admonition of the effets of infidelity up-
on the nations of Europe before our eyes, we fhould
ruth head-long in the career, which has pulled
down fuch accumulated vengeance on their heads.

A fpirit of infidelity, difplayed in a ftudied en-
deavour to loofen and diffolve the obligations of re-
vealed religion, has long. infected the nations of
Europe, originating probably in high ftation, it has

defcended through every grade, and has more or
lefs leavened the whole lump. If fome nations

have been more .ative or zealous in the attempt,
yet, according to the decifion of the Savior in anoth-
er cafe, no one in this could have'a face to cait a

{ftone
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ftone at his neighbour. Had we an infpired hifto-
rian, who, while relating and defcribing cvents as
they have arifen, could alfo deciare the {ecret moral
and remote caufes of them. I doubt nef, we ffrould
hear him addreffing the naticns of Eurape, onder
the awful calamities that threaten their exiileqce, in
language like this ¢ Have you not procured thefe
things unto yourfelves, in that you have forfaken
the Lorp your Gop, and have defpifed his ftatutes
and contemned his ordinances, your own wickedne(s
corre@s you, and your backflidings reprove you ;
_know therefore and fee that it is an evil thing and
bitter that you have forfaken the Laep your
Gop.” -

While we fee little attempt in naticaal humilia-
tions, penitence, cr reformitions to rernove the caufe
of the LorD’s controverfy, we may juftly tremble at
_the probable iffue, for when Gop contendeth, he
will overcome. Nor is their any counfel, under-
ftanding or might, againft thé Lorp. But we
fhould ' be more anxiouﬂy concerned, and feelingly

alive to prevent oF remove a fimplur caufe of divine
controverfy with ourfelves. ’

The feeds of :nfidelity have been long {cattered
in our country, avariety of caufes have .confpired,
within a fw years paft, to manure and cherifh them,
and they lave {fprung up and {pread with threaten-
ing afpcst.  No longer confined to the retreats of

{peculation,
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fpeculation, hor to the amufernént, of the difputs-
tious ciicle; the principles have infeCed aleoft
every rank, and fhed a baneful prattical inuence.
But with fo folemn:an.example a5 the dveadfil
flate of Europe before oureyes; and with fuch re-
peated tokens of Gop’s difpleafure in peftilential
defolations, - heightened by the late fudden removal
of eminent charaers 5 fhall we not reccive warning?
Yhall we not be awakéned fo confideration, be ex-
cited to return from whence we have apoftatifed,
and ‘recover the priftine Athefican veneration for
Gop and hisgovernment, and prattical repard to that
glorions {yftem of truth and duty which he hath
given . ad preferved toys ? This would be ouc waf-
dom and underftanding, this would be the means of
our renown among the nations of the earth ; and,
what is more, it would fecure to our rifing Republic,
the gniding care, and proteting benedition of him
whofe it is to make great and give ftrength unto
all. |

May we not be encouvraged to this duty by the
fond, and, I would flatter myfelf, not enthufiaftic
hepe, that Gop defigns -America as the happy 1n-
ftrument of fupporting his banner againft the flood
of infidelity that has deluged {c great a part of the
“civilized world. Do not the views and principles
with which this country was fettled ; its fituation
with refpet to the nations of Europc ; The remark.

able difpenfations of Heaven towards it with refer-
‘ence
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ence to her religious, as well as political interefis,
give rational ground for this hope? Is it not
firengthened by the refletion, that Goo referved
an afylum bhere for rational and conftitutional
liberty. He honored and fucceeded the bold at-
tempt of freemen to fecure their rights in a govern-
ment of laws of their own making, adminiftered by
men of their own choofing, and will Gop fuffer the
moft cffential prop of fuch a government fo foon to
fail 7 Without a prevalence of virtue, republics
cannot exift ; without religion, virtue cannat pre-
vail ; and no religion affords fo firm a bafis, or ex-
hibits fuch animating motives, to the prevalence of
virtue as that which brings hife and .in.;mortality to
light, and holds forth rewards and pumfhments
{tamped with cternity. If we retain any reverence
fér revelation, we muft believe that Gop will pre-
ferve his Church in the world. He may remove
it from one place, but it fhall fettle in another.
The gates of hell fhall not prevail againft it. < The
Kings of the earth may fet themfelves and the rulers
take counfel together, againft the Lorp and againft
his anointed, they may, prefamptuoufly fay, « Let
us break their bands afunder and caft away their
cords from us:” but in the inimitable language .of
{cripture, « He that fitteth in the heavens will laugh,
the Lorp fhall have them in derifion ; then fhall
he fpeak to them im his wrath, ana .ex them in his
forc difpleafure. {rom thefe confiderations, may
not
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not the friend of religion, of good order, of liberty
and of righteoufnefs, encourage a rational hope that
Gop will - yet maintain his throne among us, and
difplay his banner, becaufe of truth, and may not
every fuch dignified patriot be encouraged in every
rational exertion to revive a practical regard to the
ftatutes and judgments of the Lorp our Gobp.

- Let it not then be thought a vain repetition, if I
again exhort my enlightened and refletting fellow-
citizens, to {often all their unpleafant feelings, and
embofom all their party views in a united veneration
for Gop and his government ; and in 2 confcien-
vious and exemplary obfervance of his laws and
inftitutions. Thus fhall we prove, that though we
are men, and hable to err under the impreffions to
which humanity 1s fubje®, yet we are indeed the
friends of our country, and would do every thing in
our power to fecure to it the fhield and benediction
of him, ¢ who can make a little one to become a
thoufand, and a {mall one a ftrong nation.”

If then there is any confidence to be placed in the
deduCiions of reafon, or any creit to be given to

the declarations of {cripture : We learn, from this
fubjet, who are the true friends of any country,and

the mean of fecuring to it national honor and prof-
perity.  They are thofe who, rationally and devout-
1y, reverence, adore, and fear Gon, who keep his

righteous judgments, and confciencioufly walk in
his
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his ftatutes and ordinances. I would not be under-
ftood to infinuate that men void of religious princi-
ple ; and even contemners of religious duties, may
not have an attachment to their country, and a de-
fire for its civil and political profperity and glory;
nay, they may expofe themfelves to great dangers,
and make great facrifices to accomplith thefe cb-
je@s. But by their impicty and profanenefs they
weaken the energy of thofe infp.:ing principles that
ferve to enncble, invigorate, and enlarge the mind,
and sntroduce prattices that enervate and corrupt.
They take away the heavenly defence and fecurity
of a pedple, and render it neceflary for him who
ruleth among the nations by nighteous things in
Judgment, to teftify his difpleafure againft thofe that
defpife his laws and contemn his ordinances. One
finner deftroys much good, and may be the cccafion
of incalculable evil. In the prefent ftate of the
world Fleets and Armies are a neceflary mean of
{ecurity and defence ; but they will eventually prove
a broken reed to the nation that defpifes the Gon
of armies, and pours contempt upon his authority.
“'There is no counfel, underftanding or might a-
ganft the Lorp.” He can difappoint the beft con-
certed plans of the wife Ahithophels, and fhroud
their flattering profpets, in wild confufion. The
true fearer of Gop, and worker of righteoufnefs 1s
the friend of hi$ country and the mean of her de-
_ fence, and when fuch is the chara&er of the rul-
| | D ers

\
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ers of any nation, her renown will go forthamong
her neighbours, and fhe may calculate upon na-
tional honor, and profperity.

This fubse& direts the honeft, independent, and
patriotic citizen, in the exercife of his high birth-
1ight as a freeman, in giving his fuffrages for civil
rulers.  This, though a natural right of man, is
enjoyed bu* by a very {mall proportion of our race.
They, who are dignified by the high privilege,
ought to honor themfelves by a dignified exercife
of it, and not carelesly defpife their birth-right,
much lefs {ell 1t, at a lefs premiam, than a mels of
pottage, to anfwer the purpolcs of pride, or paffion
of envy or ambition.

“The charader of a nation is juftly decided by the
charater of their rulers, efpecially in a frec and e-
letive government. ~ And they have a mighty in-
fluence in confirming or changing the chara&ter of
a people. If the rulers of a people are men of prin-
ciple, who fear Gop and obferve his ftatutes, the na-
‘tion will be owned in this approving light by him
“who f{uperintends the affairs of nations, and it will
“give a train to his providential difpenfations. Ev-
ery friend to his country, in the choice of civil rul-
“ers, ought to have his eye upon the faithful of the
land, upon fuch as fear Gop and regard his {tatutes.
Tt is to be expected, other things being equal, that

we fhould give our fuffrages for men, whofe political
VIEWS
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views and apprehenfions accord with our own.  Yet
fcarcely could that man vindicate his claim to the
meed of patriotifm, who fhould give his fuffrage fer
a Candidate, who had no other claim to thc dignified
ftation of a civil ruler, or who was deftitute of the
commanding influence of religions principle.

Jethro’s advice can never be controverted in prin-
ciple, nor difregarded in pra&tice with impunity,
¢ choofe out from among all the people able men,
men of truth, fuch as fear Gop and hate coveteoud-
nefs,”—and to them confide the adminiftration of
your affairs.

Our Conftitutions of Government have happily
formed no religious eftablifhmeénts, nor excludéd
any man of honorable integrity, from officé ; yet by
their invariably inftituting oaths as introdu&ory to
offices and qualifications for them. The enlighten-
ed citizens of America loudly proclaim their fenfe
~of the importance of religious principle. For what
{ecurity is there for the faithful diicharge of any of-
fice, 1f a fenfe of religious obligation défert the oaths
that bind the fubje® to his duty. It is but echo-
ing the general voice of Amcrica therefore, to fay,
that as any nation would be fafe and happy, it 15 of
the firft importance that they thould raife to office,
in their refpetive grades, men who reverence and
adore a Gop, who acknowledge themfelves accoun-

table
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table to him; who ¢t th inftitutions of wor-
fhip, whofe beneficial _}a anon focicty, ages
of experience can Jlelt; wh8 expect a day of judg-

ment, and a ftate okYetribution. For fuch charac-
tets we fhould devoutly pray, to fuch we fhould en-
deavor to form the tifing hope of America; onguch
fhould our eyes be placed and to them fhould we
give our fuﬂ’ragcs

We livé in an eventful period of the worldgand
the hations; who have heard our fame, gaze @pon
tis ; with pectliat advantages we are ading a great .
part in the {cale of empires. Let us be concerned
to fecure his favor, who, thoagh he has caufed grief
and fpreaci a cloud upon our brightnefs, will have
compaffion according to the multitude of his tender

mercies. 'This we can do only by keeping his fta-
tutes and judgments. This will be our wifdom

and underftanding in the fight of all nations, and
will eventually ptoduce this honorable teftimony
from them, Surely this great Nation is a wife and

 underflanding People.

FINIS.




