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 BRETHREN, ann FELLOW~CITIZENS S—
E ‘ ' --
THIS day 1s rendered illuftrious in the
| annals of our country, by giving birth to a citizen,
| whom it has pleafed Gop to honor with diftinguith-
| - ¢d honors, and to render uncommonly acceptable

to the multitude of his brethren.

I The early prefages, which he gave of martial bra-

| very, fkill, and prudence, have been more than an-

b fwered, in his fuccefsfully leading the armies of his

i country to repel her aggreflors, f{ecure het rights,
- and eftablifh her 1n the enjoyment of peace and

| ‘independence. The country that he defended,

| at the head of a band of heroes, he refcued from

| confufion and imbecility, at the liead of a band of

| patriots, by conciliating their affections, and com-

| bining their interefts, in a conftitution of govern-

- ment, which, 1n its operation, has juftified the eulo-
': zies of f{peculation, and rendered our country,
- probably, the freeft and happieft in the world.

5 ~ Nebly
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WNobly divefting himfelf of all civil or military dif, |
tintion, he retired to the walks of private ife, ob. |
taining a triumph 1n {elf conqueft, that few mortals |
have obtained. - But the unanimous {uffrages of by |
country drew him, reluGtant, from his retreat, and
placed him at the head of the adminiftratiop |
of our government. In this novel ﬂa’t’ion;“during |
~an eight years prefidency, at an epoch, moft: momen. |
tous to America, in its foreign relations and inter- }
nal 1nterefts, he proved himfelf the wife politiciap,
the di{tefnipg,‘ firm, and difinterefted patriot, th
inviolable friend of his country, and guardian of her |
richts. N

National gratitude and affeCtion have for {even
vears influenced the cifizens of America to diftin |
ouifh the birth-day of fo illuftrious a Benefator, by §
feftive celebrations and fentimental tributary ac |
knowledements. . But, alas | this mode of cerlebra; |
tion i1s no more ! Neither dignity nor ufefulnes |
exempt from death. The Sovereign Lorp of lifs, |
a few weeks fince, fummoned from his intercoutk
with mortals, this Father of his country, our {hield
in war, our pride 1n peace.

The fupreme council of our nation, in token d
refped to the memory of the deceafed, and to quick

en our attention to the voice of Providence, hatt
feperated this anniverfary to national mourning
and
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id devotion, In obedience to their fummons, we
ire affembled to mingle our tears and condolence,
.o humble ourfelves at the feet of u—ﬁerri-ng widon:
and righteoulnefs, to- unite our {upplications and
thankfeivings to him who gives and who takes away,
arneftly begging that the hand that has broken,
would bind us up, and cavfe a harveft of national
bleflings to arife from a nation’s tears. |

1 have fincerely hoped that fome municipal ar-
nngement - would have excufed me from a pait 1n
this day’s'‘exercifes ; that we fhould have been favor-
o with the efforts of other talents ; this I have the
nther hoped,. as I have already mingled my mite
mith the offerings-of the rich, which the partiality of
fiends has drawn from its obfcurity.

In contemplating the duties of the day, I have

[ been utterly at a lofs as to what would be proper-or
E expedient.  The voluntary tributes of refpect, that
- have flowed from the higheft fources, have left
- faarce any thing to be added on this annive‘rfary;
' ‘and what can the man do that comes after the king,’

My firft refolution was only to have read on this oc-
| afion, that admirable addrefs of our late worthy
| Prefident, poured forth with fuch parental affe€ion
| and {olicitude, in the dignified attitude of difrobing
| himfelf of the infignia of office, and retiring to the

rank
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vank of a private citizen. My refolution i$ chariged,
not from an apprehenfion that any thing can be
offered you fo worthy your attention, but from the
refletion that this is already in the hands of mof}
and will be perufed and reperufed, with leffurly at.
tention, while a fpark of:enlightened patrlotlfm
warms our bofoms.  Relying upon your ufual, can.
did and patient attention, I have concluded. to |

attempt an illuftration of a fubjett at all tlrnes
interefting, at the prefent, pec‘uharly {o.

That Relivion and Righteoufnefs are the Bafis f |
National Honor and Profperity, and the fureft mem }
of National Security and Peace. Willfuch a fub_]e&

be deemed altogether f01elgn to the defign of the |
day ? It harmonizes with the principles, {pirit, and j?

fetter, of our invaluable political legacy ; and if our §
deceafcd patron retains a with for his country,! |
doubt not 1t 1s, that it would diﬁilléﬂiﬂl itfelf a |
much by {ts piety and righteoufnefs, as it has bee |
diftinguithed by the favor and benediGtion of hew |
ven. For he now pertectly knows what, while liv:|
ing, he fublimely taught, That “or ALL THE]
DISPOSITIONS AND HABITS WHICH LEAD T0|
POLITICAL PROSPERITY, RELIGION AND MO-
RALITY, ARE INDISPENSABLE SUPPORTS.”

~ The portion of {cripture {elected as the theme

of our dilcourfe, 15 a part of the charge of
Moles,
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Mofes, that venerdble patriot, and leader of the
children’ of Ifrael ; when he viewed: his diflolution at
hand, and would make every effort: to fecure'to the
veople whom he loved, national honor and happi-
nefs. The Words you will 1'ead'

DEUTERONOMY, IV. 6

Keep zbe; eﬁre ana do them, for this is your rwg/'dam am{ Jour

underflanding in the Sight of the nations awhich ﬂaall hear all -
thefe flatutes, and fay, furely z‘/;z.r gz eat fidtion is @ quﬁ and':
uhder_'/}dfm’z;zg - peaple. i - B |

* -THE ﬁrikin‘g refemblance, in a great variety
of particulars, between ‘.thi_sfre_howned leader of Ifael
wd the venerated charadter whofe lofs we thisday-
deplore,. has been- happily made the f{ub e&;oftrié '
butary refpect to the memory 'o,f the latter. ; |

¢ In. hothing, does there appear a more, {triking re-
fimblance, than in the dlﬁntereﬁednefs of ther pat-

fotifim, and their concern that the people of their-
eharge thould be profperous and I appy after the.u‘ de-:
ctafe. Thellufions of fancy andaffe&ion afide, thc
palm muft be-given to Mofes in every refpe&, for hc
‘had {upernatural intercourfe with Heaven,was cloth-
ed with commiffion and power from on high,and on

trying emergencies had fenfible teftimonies and aid
fiom Gop. But if our beloved W Asz1NGTON, from
imilarity of circumftances, was lead to make this:
Jewith leader his pattern; he has been'a moft hon
orable and dign"iﬁeclgS copyut. When
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“When Mofes perceived his diffolution at hanﬁ
he fummoned the tribes ‘of Iirael around him, and
addrefles them upon their national hopes and prof-
pecte—gives a general fummary of their hiftory
fince they came out of Egypt, repeats the {tatutes
and judgments that Gop had given, charging them

-----

to keep and do them if they would be wife, ref:
pectable, or happy.” 1If the terms ufed by this Jew.
ifh Leglﬂator arc not perfectly fvnommous, ftatute
may refer to their religious obhoauons, and judg:
ments to their civil and political, in the facred ob-
fervancc of which they fhoold fecure profpertty at
home, and renown abroad among the nations.  Fr

Re/zgzofz and Rzg/zz‘eozf{ﬁzeﬁ are the fureft Bafis of Na-
tionnal Honor and Prq/perzry, mxd t}ze dzre& means o

Tranquillity and Pmce

~To national honor and glory, a due proportion.df
eminent talents, and of Jaudible dcquirments in
knotwledge and virtue, are neceflary.: ‘And they wil
excel, Who have: the moft brilliant talents, happil
umted to moft unfophifticated mtegrlty Though
men s talents are not originally of their own chool
~ Ing, yet what they are to foc1ety, 15 generally the fe-
fult of education. - |

If there were ‘no q,bje& of religion, and no mora
government exercifed over the world, yet the up-
preflions and effects produced upon the human mind

| ~ and
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and heart, by the belief and contemplation of infin-
ite perfection, have a natural, and almoft mechamc
tendency, to form the human character to great and
noble conceptions, and to ftimulate to . worthy ac-
tions and achievements. The mind 1n contemplat-
ing elevated and enlarged objects, 1s, from principles
nfeperable from our nature, itfelf elevated and en-
arged.. The umverle of being affords no object
worthy to be compared, 1n elevation and dignity,
with him whofe name alone 1s Jrrovan, and the
only object of religious homage. The exereifes and

sffeGtions which the due contemplation of his ado-
nmble perfeftions, excite, itrengthen and invigorate

the faculties of the man, reprels and repulate the
dlforderlly propenfities, and form a baﬁs for dlﬂiln-
guilhed mental and bedily exertions.

- 1If to afpeculative belief of the exiftence of a Gob,
be added a confcioufnefs of a ftate of friendthip and
reconciligtion with him, and of mntereft in his _pér-:
ections, the force of motive to virtuous deeds, and
of reftraint from vicious ones, is complete, W hat
lacrifices have been made, what dangeré have been
hazardeg, what feats of valor have been achieved, for
the benefit of nations, in the belicf of the appro ving
{miles of heaven, and in the hope of rewards whicly
Gop only can beflow ? That in the nature of things,
rehigion, as it confifts in the belief of a Gop, and iii
exercifes and affeCtions that {uch a bchef excites,
forms
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forms inftruiments of nat ional honor and prof] perity,
and -1s calculated to fecure thofe objelis {o intereft.
ing and important to any people, And on the con
trary, the {entence of an infpired pen upon the groff-
er fenfual indulgencies, is, in its meafure, true of
every {pecies and degree of impiety and immorality,
‘ They take away the heart. They encrvate and
unman the body. They effeminate and debale the
mind, 'They bring on premature-decrepitude and
death. - In the vortex of fenfuality, luxury, and im-.
piety, moft nations have firft ingulplied their nation-,
al honor, ftrength, and valor; and then theu ng,
tional exiftence.

The natural tendency of religion to promote the
honor and profperlty of a people, and to fecure their
peace and tranquility, receives infinite occafion by
its fecuring to them the fupernatural influence and
benedition of heaven. o ' ‘

Whatever attempts have been, or may be made,
to obliterate a fenfe of Deity, or efface impreffions
of his ex1ﬁence from the human mind, the proofs of
his exiftence are, and ever will be, as numerous &
the creatures that exift. The invifible things of
him, from the creation of the world, are clearly {een,
being underftood by the thmgs that are made, even
his eternal power and God- head.” God’s providen-
tial infpe@ion and trovernment are the neceffaly
refult of his exiftence and perfe&ions s which gov-

' erpment

[
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eﬁmn}enzt -i’nuﬁ ,b+G~1§CCOn1 mﬁodated to'-: the nature a,ngi
capacities-of 1ts refpective objetts. Asman is a ra~
tional and moral .agent,the providential government
of Gop, as 1t refpects man, muft be of the moral
kind. And as nations ‘exift, in their {ocial and na-
tional capacities,. only 1n this world, fo;thé_. di’fpenfa;-aq
tions of heaven towards them will be influenced by
their. religious and moral character and condudt.
«Thofe, who honor Gop, he will honor, but thofe
who defpile him, he will lightly efteem.” The pre-;
ulence of virtue, piety, and righfeoufnefs, 1N a na-
tion, fecure the favor of him, whofe 1t 1s ta build
ud to plant, whofe it is to make gredt, and give
trength unto all.  His favor is life to a nation, no
lefs than to an individual, and his low Ing kmdnefs s
fhe fource of their honor, plofpeuty and peace.
« They whom he' blefles, are blefled ;” and none
can d]fannul I, Thev ~upon whom he ﬁ'OWﬁa,
muft wither ; for none can arre{’t or divert the
diets of his difpleafure.  So juft and natural are
thefe deduéhons and conclufions of 1»afon, ;hgt@
moft eminent, corre and. judicious writer has
thought it proper to put the following expreflions
Into the lips of a heathen: ‘It there’s a power

above g, and that there 1s,-all nature cries aloud in
Al her works. He muft dehcrht In virtue, and that
thh he delights in, muft be happy.”

" But thould a doubt 1emam, relpecting the col--

TE&nus of thefe conclufio ons, 1t muft be wholly re-
o noved
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moved by explicit declarations from the fource of
unerring truth, of which innumerable mught by
adduced, fimilar to thefe : ¢ The eyes of the Lo
are upon the righteous, ‘and his ears are open tg
their cry ; but the face of the Lord 1s agatnﬁ then
that do evil.” <“Righteoufnefs exalteth a nation; |
but fin is the reproach of any people.”  Nay JEmo- |
val himfelf has condefcended to publifh to ]
the rule of his adminiftration towards nations, By |
the prophet Jeremiah, we hear him faying. ¢ At
what inftant I fhall {peak concerning a nation, and |
concerning a kingdom, to pluck up, to pull dows, |
and to deftroy, if that nation againft whom I ha |
pronounced, turn from their e\?ilzlwiil repent of the |
evil that I thought to do unto them. = And i}
what inftant I fhall {fpeak concerning a nation, an |
concerning a kingdom, to build and to plant if, |
it do evil in my fight, that it obey not my voice,| |
will repent of the good wherewith I faid I woult]
benefit them.” If this rule of adminiftration ws)
more appropriate to the nation to whom Gep gav|
his oracles direét, yet the ter;ﬁs in which 1t s e¥|
prefled forbid our confining it to them, and "thé;
hiftory of Gop's dealings with the nations of the
carth ; {o far as it can be collefted from authenti

data, ruitifies 1ts univerfal application.

- n the hiftory of Gop’s ancient people, flowin
from an infpired fource, we find a {crupulous ob
{eryarice
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ervance of this rule. While they regarded- the
Jaws, f’ca.tutes and oldmances of the Lord, <« He

fuffered no man to hzu m them, yea, he rcplomd

ngs for their fftkeq faymg touch not mine
, ‘anno_mted, and do'my Prophets‘no. harm.,” He

gave thens reft on every fide, made them to ride up-
o the high places of the earth ;. he fed them with

| the fineft of the wheat, and ca.ufed them to abound -

,_ mth all rich treafure.” . Their renown went f01 th

; mong other nations, “and. difpofed them to fay,
| “What nation 15 {o' great, that hath Geo fo migh
__:, hem.” - < What nation 1s {o great, that hath
htutes and judzments {o nghteous.’ ” - But on the
| otner hand, when thcy forfook Gop, and bowed
down to idols 3 when they dilregarded hi s flatutes,

| tunfgreffed his commandments, and necfle&ed his
rdinances, wild and portentous clouds darkened

E their political hemlfphere, their ftrength withered,

| the nelgbborlng nations” exaéted upon them, afd

| the fword, the farnine, or the pefhlence befpoke the '
| dllpleafure of heaven, and called upon them to con-
ﬁdel from whence they had fallen, to repent, and
Tetu‘n to the Lorp. No part of the Jewifh hifto-
f i‘y, In any perlod of their cxiftence, is deflitute of

lloftrations of thefe remarks : But the times of the

| Judges afford the moft h.rlkmg comment upon the

| words of our text, and the fulleft confirmation of
'_ the truth of our propofition : That religion and
Tl@hteoufnefs are the fureft bafis of national honor

| and profperity, and the direct means of tranquility
and peace. Happy
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Happy would it be for every nation, who, torthe
law that’ was given' by Mofes, have fuperadded ths
gl ace and truth that came by Jefus Chrift, to revive
an attenition to this fub_]eé’c and regard the chiarp,
of this renowned' leader of Ifrael, to the people,
" who were to him dear as his owni foul.  Thrice hap.
oy would it be for the people of this land;, whoi;
various refpects refemble Gop’s ancient Ifrael, ov
whom the arm of power and miercy hds Been: mati
velloufly difplayed, to harmorize thieir views, fentii
ments, and' feelings 1n- an- enlighténed -beliéf, -dnd

{acred regard of this infpited clarge, thls mcontrds
vertible maxim: of {found policy

— -

An unpleafant dlverﬁ ty of fentiment and dxﬁ%r
~ ence of opinion have arifen in this country refpe&

ing the line of political conduct, moft direétly tend

g to fecure our national honor, profperity, and
peace.- INational antipathy, and paflionate natlonal
. attachment have doubtlels had their influence 1
originating and cherlﬂnng this ftate of publlc fen

ment, the principal ground of hope tO{ our enelme_s,.
of fear andanxiety to the difinterefted patriot ; which
the difcerning eye of our revered Prefident forefec
ing, his faithful tongue hath thus addreffed v
“ Inveterate antipathies againft partlcular nations
and paffionate attachments for others, thould be e¥

cluded ; and inthe place of them Juf’c and amicabl
feelings towards ah (hould be cultwated The ni-
tion, which mdulcres towards - anothcz an habitud

hatred,
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hatred or an habltual fondneﬁ:, is in (omc degrce,

fave. It is a ﬂave to its animofity or affection,
dther of Wthh is fafficient to lead it aftry from its:
duty and its intereft.” Upon which fubje& our de-
parted fage continues to difcourfe 1 fentiments
and expreffions Wthh deferve to be 1ndel1bly in-
graven on all our memories. While not perfeitly
harmomous in our views and- apprehenﬁons, which

in thls ﬁ:ate of lmperfeéhon, 1S hardly to be ex-
pe&ed . . _ BN

It is a pleafing and promifing confideration that
the advocates of the refpeétlve opmlons equally pro-
s to be warmed by the fire of patrlotlfm, to be
imimated by a love to their country, and a defire to
keure and promote its beft intereft. If this be {o,
tie unhappy divifion 1s only the refult of the pow-
e of fuch prejudicss 4s are confiftent with Integi-

f,and which time and refleftion, candor and con-
delcenfion will remove. * S

- But however accurate our fentiments, or juft our
Views, réfpe&ing the line of political condudt that
this country ought to purfue, 1t 15 a truth, fan&ion-
«d by experience, and confirmed by the voice of
Gop, that it is only by combining with them reli-

gion and righteoufnefs, a facred regard to’Gop and
hig authority, that we fhall be eftablifhed, and pre-

ferve our name and praife AmMOoDg the natlona of the
sarth : In contempt or neglect of thefe, no line of
C pohcy,
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policy, can procure. for us, or fecure to us, the ne-

geﬂary 1equ1ﬁtes to na,ttonal' pffdfpenty‘ and 'glory
How accurately, upon thls fubjc& thought, and

*

P s oad el T e 4
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fpake our beloved WASHINGTON < Of al the
dlfpoﬁtlons and hablts Wthh lead to pohtzcal prof
penity, rehcrmn and moral;;y are mdxfpcpfapleifpp

ports.', In vain would that man é]dlm the tnbute
of patnotlfm, Who would labor to fubvert the(‘ e great

plllars of hurna.n happmefs, thefe ﬁrmeﬂ: props of: fthc

duties of men and citizens. The mere bo]ltléfan,
equally with the pious man, ought to refpe and

cherifh them.. .. A velume could not trace all; thiei
connections. wu‘h public and “private felicity.~
And let us with caution. ;‘nidplgg the {uppofition,
that morality -can- bg. amtaihned without religion
Whatever may be conccdcd to the mﬂuence of 1t
fined .education,. on minds of a. pccuhar ﬁxu&ure,
reafon and experience both forbidus to expedt thit
national morality can prevail, in excluﬁon of religh

ous pnncnples, e

“It 1s {ubfiantially true that virtue or moral
is a neceﬁa.ry fprmcr of popular crovernment The

mle indeed extends W1th more or lefs force tp ever)r'
fpec:les of ﬁ'ee governmcnt 'Who that 1s a frlend ]

it can 10911 w1th mdlﬂ'erence upﬂm attempts to ihake
the foun@atlon of the. fa.br:c

If then oiur bofoms glow wzth the ardor of pr
Trlo lfm if we are animated by a lovc of our cout

try |
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try, and a: fincere defire-to promote her - profperity
and glory—lét us lofe all party- feuds, animofities,
and conténtions, in a3 confcientious veneration of
the great-object of worthip, and an ‘exemplary obferv-
ance’, of “all "his precepts, and let ‘the: only -conteft,
among;“the "enlightened ‘citizens of  America be,
who fhall ‘excel 1n rationa! piety and exemplary vir:-
e, and {o rival ‘his competitors in exalted pa-
triotifm.. - ¢ They who thus' honer Gop, *he will
honor”’, .~ ¢ The meek he will guide in judgment, ’
the meek: he ‘will teach hls way " And where-
mapy err in judgment, under the fecret mﬂuence

of prejudice or affection, he will 1n time reveal it to
themn. |

" A vicious, wicked and unprmclpled man, who

caﬁs off the fear of Gob, and ridicules the obliga-

tions of rcllglon a.nd righteounels, though he may
rejoice in nationdl profperity and peace, “roils the

ftuntain head of their exiftence, and “poifons the
channel iln*ough which they are conveyed. The
_plous fearers of GOD and workers of rwhtcoufnefs_
1t¢ the chanots of a natlon and the horfemen there-
.Of "The plcty of Jofeph in the houfe of Pot1pher,
and in the court of Pharaoh, procured to that fami-

IY and nation a train of prowdentlal blcﬂincrs. The
mpiety of Manaffeh pulled down upon the nation

of Iftael tokens of divine depleafure for feveral gen-

,‘erahons Had there been but ten righteous petfons
in the land of Sodom, for their fake its awful de-
ltrudtion would have been averted. While
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 While thefe remarks apply to all nations of the

earth, they have a fpecml emphafis and energy with

reference to our own. The manner in which Ame-
rica was fettled ; the character, principles and views
of our anceftors, impofe upon us {pecial obligations
to regard the ftatutes and judgments of Gop. The
purity 1n which Gop has preferved his revealed

religion to us, the extenfive religious, as well &

civil ‘privileges that he has indulged us; the re.
markable anfwers of prayer that he has given to hi
people 1n their exigencies, and manifeftations of hi

power in their mounts of difficulty, would greatly |
agoravate their guilt, fhould they turn from the |
Lord, and defpife his ordinances: and our folly |
well as guilt would be without a parellel, if, with the |
inftruétive admonition of the effets of infidelity up. |
on the nations of Europe before our eyes, we fhould |
ruth head-long in the ca.reer, which has pulled |

down fuch accumulated vengeance on their heads, ,

A fpmt of mfidehty, difplayed 1n a ftudied e
deavour to loofen and diffolve the obhgatlons of re- §
vealed rehglon, has long infe@ed the natjons i

_Europe originating probably in hlgh ftation, it haf

defcended through every grade, and has more o
lefs leavened the whole lump, If fome nation

have been more ative or zealous in the attemy!
yet, according to the decifion of the Savior in anoth
er cale, no one in this could have a face to caft!

{tone

|
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fone at his nelghbour. Had we an mfpued hlf’co..

fian, who, while relating and dcfcnbmg events as
they have arifen, could alfo declare the {ecret moral
and remote caufcs of them. I doubt not, we fhould
hear him addreﬁing the nations of' Europe, under
the awful calamities that threaten their exiftence, 1n
language hke this ¢ Have : you not procured thefe
hings unto yourfelves, in ‘that you have forfaken
he Lorp your Gop, and have defpifed his ftatutes
md contemned his ordinances, your own wickednefs
corrc&s you, and your backflidings reprove you;
know therefore and {ee that it 1s an evil thing and
bitter that you have forfaken the Lorp your
Gop.”” ' '

” While we {ee little attempt 1n national humilia-
tions, pcmtence or reformations to remove the caufe
ofthe LorD’s controverfy, we may juftly tremble at
the probable iffue, for when Gop contendeth, hé
ill overcome. Nor is their any counfel, under-
ftanding “or might, againft the Lorp. But we
thould be more anxioufly concerned, and feelingly

alive to prevent or remove a {imilar caufe of divine
- tontrover{y with our{elves.

The feeds of infidelity have been long fcattered
i our country, a variety of caufes have confpired,
within a few years paft, to manure and cherifh them,
and they have {prung up and fpread with threaten-
ng afpe®. No longer conﬁned to the retreats of

{peculation,
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fpeculatlon, nor to t‘le amufement of the dlfputa..'

tious circle s the prmc1ples have infected almoﬁ'

every | rank, and (hed a, baneful pra.&lcal mﬂuence |
But with o {olemn an example as the dreadﬁﬂ

~ ftate” of Europe before our eyes ; and with fuch e,
peated tokens of Gop’s d1fpleafurc In pef’cllentul
defolations, heightened by the late- fudden removy
of emirient characters ; {hall we not receive warnmg?‘
fhall we not be awakened to conﬁderatlon, be ¢ exs

Cited to return from whence we have apoﬁatlféd

and recover ‘the pn[’cme Amerlcan veneration for
Gonandhis govemmcnt and pra.&mal regard to thath

glonous (yftem of truth and duty which he hath
eiven and preferved to us ? This would be our wif
dom and underftanding, this would be the means of
our fenown among the nations of the earth : and
~ what 1s more, 1t would fecure to our nﬁng Repubhc,
the auldmg care, and prote@ung benediction of hlm
whole it 15 to make great and gwe fhenort unto ‘

all . f. . - ‘_,_ .

- 'May we rot be- encomaged to thl':‘: duty by thc
fond, and, I would flatter myfelf, not enthuﬁafuc '
hope, that Gop defigns America as the ha.ppym- .
ftrument of fupporting his banner againft the flood
of infidelity that has deluged fo great a part of thcl
civilized world. Do not the views and prln(:lples
with which this country was fettled ; its fituatio
with refpet to the nations of Europe ; The rernalk-

:Lbl difpenfations of Heaven towards it with refef:
£nCe
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ence, 10 her rehglous, as well as pohtlcal 1ntereﬁs$
oive ratlona.l ground for thlS hope P s at not
ﬁrcngthcned by the xeﬂeé‘uon, ‘that Gon reﬁarved
40 a(ylum here for tational and conﬂ:ltutlonal
hbcrty, Hf: honor _d and fucceeded tbe bold at-
empt of freemen to. fecure their rights in a govern-
ment of: laws of then‘ own makmg, admlmﬁered by
men of their own choofing, and will Gop fuffer the
mo{’c t:ffentlal prop of f'uch :igovern*nent fo {oop to

# Without a prevalencc of viftue, rca‘pubhcs
cannot em{’c - without rehmon, virtue cannot pre-—

-aﬂ and no rellvlon aftords-{o firm a bafis, or ¢x-
hlblts {uch amm'xtmg motives, to the prevﬂence of
viftwe ‘as that-which blmgs hife and 1mmortality t()
fight; “ and -holds forth’ rewards and pum{hments
{’(amped with eternity. If we retain any rever rence
for revblation, we ‘muft believe that Gop will ple-
ferve his Church’in the ‘world. ~ Ee may remove

itfrom one place, but it fhall fettle’ in-another.
Thegates of hell fhall not prevail apainft it. < The
Kings of the earth may fet themfelves and-the rulers
take counfel together, againit the Lorp and agamt
s anointed, they may, preﬁ}mptuouﬂy fay e L.et
us break their bands afuader and caft awa / t]GH‘
‘tords from us:” but in the inimitable lanouage of
ijl‘lpth <« He that fitteth 1n the heavens will laugh,
the LORD fhall have them in derifion ; then fhall
‘e fpea to them in his wrath, and vex them‘in his
fore difpleafure. From thele confiderations, may
' - N0
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not the friend of religion, of good otdét, of hberty
and of righteoufnefs, encourage 4 ratichal hope that

Gop will yet maintain his throne among us, and
difplay his banner, becatife of truth, and may not

every {uch dignified patriot be encouraged In every

rational exertion to revive a practical regard to the
{tatutes and judgments of the Lorp our Gop;

Let it not then be thought 4 vain repefi'tioh;i:f |
again exhort my enlightened and reflecting fellow.

citizens, to {often all their unpleafant feelmgs, and]
embofom all their party views in a united veneratwn

for Gop and his government ; and in a confcien
cious and exemplary obfervance of his laws and
mftitutions. Thus fhall we prove, that though w
are men, and liable to err under the imprefTions b
which humanity 1s {ubjelt, yet we are indeed the
friends of our country, and would do every thing i
our power to {ecure to it the fhield and benedictio

- of him, “who can make a httle one to. becomca
thoufand, and a {mall one 2 {trong nation.”

If then there is any confidence to be placed in the
dedu&icsns of reafon, or any credit to be given (¢

the declarations of cnpture : We learn, from thi
{ubject, who are the true friends of any country, au

the mean of fecuring to it national honor and pI‘O_f
perity.  They are thofe who, rationally and devout
ly, reverence, adore, and fear Gap, who keep ni his

righteous Judvments and confciencioufly walk o
: his
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his ftatutes and ordinancess I'would not be unders:
food to infinuate that men void of religious princi~-
ple ; and even contemmers of religious duties, may
not have an attachment to their country, and a de-

fire for 1ts civil and political profperlt} and glory ;

ny, they may expofe themielves to great dangers,,*
and make great {acrifices to accomph{h thefe ob-
Je&s But by their impiety and profanenefs they
waken the energy of thofe infpiring principles that |
frve to ennoble, 1nv'1gorate, and enlarge the mind,
nd introduce practices that enervate and corrupt.

They take away the heavenly defence and fecurity
fa people, and render it neceffary for him who
nleth among the nations by righteous things in
ugment, to teftify his difpleafure againft thofe that
kipife his laws and contemn his ordinances. One
imer deftroys much good, and may be the occafion.
fincalculable evil. In the prefent {tate of the
wld Fleets and Armies are a neceflary:mean of
{ecurity’anc'l defence 3 but they will eventually prove.
vbrokent reed’ to the nation that'defpifes the Gop:
Qf'armies, and pours contempt ’upon his authprity.f_
'f'There is no counfel, underftanding or might a-
pinft the Lorp.” He can difappoint the beft con-
eted plans of the wife Ahithophels, and fhroud
heir flattering profpets, in wild confufion. The
e fearer of Gop, and worker of righteoufnefs 1s
he friend of his country and the mean of her de-
feﬂce, and when fuch is the charaG&er of the rul-

D _ Grs
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ers of any nation, her renown will go forth amo ng
her neighbours, and fhe may calculate upoq na.

tional honor, and profpenty

ThiS fubje& diredts the honeﬁ independent and
patriotic citizen, in the exercnfe of his hlgh birth.

1ight as a f'reem.an, in giving his {‘uffrages for cyil
rulers.  This, though a natural rlght of man, i’
enjoyed but by a very " {mall proportion of our rac.
They, who are dignified by the high prmlege
ought to honor themfelves by a dignified exercils
of it, and not carelefsly defpife their blrth-nght,
much lefs fell it, at a lefs premium, than a mefs f
pottage to anfwer the pprpof'es of pnde, or pafﬁon,
of envy or ambition.

- The chara&er ef a nation is Juﬁl y demded by the
charalter of their rulers, efpecially in a free and ¢
leCtive government. Angd they haye a mighty i
fluence in confirming or changing the characterd
a people, If the rulers of a people are men of prit:
etple, who fear Gop and obferve his ftatutes, the na

tion wili be owped in this approving ‘light by hlm 9
who fuperintends the affairs of nations, and jt wil

~give a train to his providential dlfpenfatlons Ey-
ery friend to his country, in the ch01ce of civil rul
- ers, ought to haye his eye upon the falthful of the
land, upon fuch as fear Gop-and regard his ﬁatutes
It 15 to be expe&ed other things being equal, tha
we fhould give our fuffrages for men, whofe pohtlcal
Views
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iews and apprehenfions accord with onr own, Yet
carcely could' that man vmdlcatc his claim to the
meed of patriotifm, who fhould give his fuﬂ'rage for
4 Candldate, who had no other claim to the dlgmﬁed
fatian of a civil ruley, or who was déftitute of the

commapdmg mﬂuence of rehglous prmaple.

* Jethro’s advice can never be controverted in prin.
cple, nor difregarded in pratice with impunity,
4choofe out from among all the people able men,
mep of truth, fuch as fear Gop and hate coveteouf~
aef§,”—and to them confide the admlmi‘tratlon of
'your aﬁ’alrs. '

Our Conﬂ:ntutxons of Government have happily
formed no religjous eftablithments, nor excludcd
iy man of hongrable integrity, from office ; yet by
their mvanably inftituting oaths as 1ntrodu&ory to
Offices and gualifications for them. The enlighten-
ed citizens of Amerlca loudly proclalm their fenfe

of the 1 1mporta.nce of religious principle.  For what
fecurity is there for the faithful dlicharge of any of-
fice, if a fenfe of religious obligation defert the oaths
that bind the fubjec to his duty. It is but echo-
ing the general voice of America therefore, to fa,y, .
that as any nation would be fafe and happy, it is of

the firft importance that they fhould raife to office,

n their refpetive grades, men who reverence and
adore a Gop, who acknowledge themielves accoun-

. table




f

. ters 'we fhould devoutly pray, to fuch we fhould eﬁ-

- and {pread a cloud upon ourbrightnefs, will havd$
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table to hlm, whio refpect thofe inflitations of wor..
thip, whofe beneficial influence upon {ociety, age: 3
of experience can atte{’c who expett a day of Judg..b :

ment and a fca.te of retrlbutlon. For {fuch charac.. i

I

deavor to form the rifing hope of America, on fucha
thould our eyes be placed, and to thern fhould wcﬁ '

}

gwe our fuﬁ'rages.. L N f};

1;,!, Jr[l

-~ Welive in an eventful period of the world aritf ]
the nations, who have heard out fame oaze up“ |

us 3 with pecuhar advantages we are acting a greah
part in the fcale of empires. Let us be concerned

:.T

to fecure his-favor, who, though he has caufed grxef

:'r

compaffion according to the multitude of his tefldel'% 3
mercies. This we can do only by keeping his ft ‘. -
tutes' and judgments. This will be our Wlfdo

and underftanding n the fight of all nations, ancL

will eventually -produce this honorable te{’clmony |

from them, Sm'ely this great Nation.is a wife cmd
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