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@ THI following difcourfe, prepared in great hafte, and

ur.der many interruptions, claims the candor of
the public : but if it may be confidcred as the finalleft
portion of the tribute of grateful remembrance due to
the ILLUSTRIOUS PRESIDENT of the
UNITED STATES ; and miy excite any to be looking and

preparing for his approach, who is higher than the kings
of the earth ; the author will have no reafon to repent,
that he has expofed himfeif to the cenfure of the critic,
in yiclding to the general requcit that it fhould be pub-
lithed.
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A DISCOURSE, &.

Frere&+t O take notice of the events of providence,
I¥ i which deeply intereft the views and feel-

.‘. ings of a people, cannot be unfuitable, at
"‘***W*’*‘*’ any time or place. You will not then,
think it improper, that, on this facred day, and from
the desk devoted to the purpofes of religion, I fhould
take occafion to congratulate you, my dear brethren,
upon the fafe arrival of the PREsIDENT of the
UNITED STATES, to this metropolis.

No event, of this nature, could be morc highly pleaf-
ing to the hearts of a free and gratcful people. You
have
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have doubtlefs, made it the matter of your devout ac-
knowledgment to him, by whom you belicve all
cvents ordered : and without whom, not a fparrow
talls to the ground.

We {ee the man, whom heaven defigned as the prin-
ciple inftrument of accomplithing, onc of the greateft
revolutions in the nations of the earth, of whom the
event has proved that Gop fsid as of Cyrus. ¢ Thy
right hand will 1 uphold, and I will go before thee,
and make the crooked places ftraight. 1 will break in
picces the gates of brafs, and cut in funder the bars of
iron.”

We fee the Max, enducd by him, “from whom com-
eth down every good and cvery perfect gift,” with
that rarc aflemblage of qualitics which unites the jar-
ring intercfts, views, and affe@ions of an extenfive
continent ; who, when the cruel hands of tyranny,
aud unjuit nfurpation had formed chains and fhackles
to bind us at their pleafure, at the call of his country,
cheerfully ftepped forth, in the firft place of danger, to
oppofe their meafurcs, to guidc and diret your efforts
to defend our libertics.

We fee the cENERAL, who, with a cool intrepid
bravery, faced every dunger; with uncxampled firm-
nefs fuftained every difcouragement; and, with perfe-
vering magnanimity, furmounted cvery obftacle of a

long
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long and unequal war and, under the aufpices of
an indulgent providence, procured for us peace, k-

berty, and independence.

You fee the maxn, who fhared with your fathers,
your brcthren, and fons, the fatigues and perils of
many dangerous battles : who fympathized with them
in their fufferings, and mingled his tears with yours in

your various loffes.

We fee the man, who, having fought our battles,
and defended our liberties, nobly retired to private
life, claiming only his fhare, with the multitude of
his brethren, in thofc privileges which he had fecured

to them.

But heaven had not yet accomplifhed all its purpofes
by him. Lecading you to form a new conftitution
of government, to unite the interefts and refources of
thefe cxtended ftates ; He who has the hearts ot all in
his hands, with an unanimity that is unparalled, led
three millions of people to make choice of him as their
chicf magiftrate, and place him at the head of this 1i-
fing empire.

We fee the maN, who bowed obedient to the voice
of Gop thus cxprefled by the people,—who facrificed
cvery private confideration to the withes of his country;
leaving his beloved retreat again to immerge in the
cares and duties of public life, at a time when they are

peculiarly
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peculiarly embarrafled May heaven reward him
for his generous facrifice with bleflings greater than
carth can give—may he find fupport proportioned to
his burdens ; and may that “wonderful Counfcllor, by
whom kings reign, and princes decree juftice,” make
him as diftinguithed in the cabinet, as he has
been in the ficld, and as renowned in his laws, as he

has been in his victorices.

We now {ce this illuftrious patriot, like the father
of a great family, vifiting its various branches to blefs,
and to be blefled, to ftart the tear of joy, and awaken
mutual congratulations————Hc comes, not attend-
ed with mercenary guards, like kings and cmpe-
rors who hold their dignity by hcreditary de-
fcent, who even fear where no fear is—He comes,
wot in the triumph of military parade, to fhew the
{poils and laurels he hath won—>but he cemes triumph-
ing in the confidence and affections of a free and grate-
ful people, who, under Gop, hail him the deliverer of
their country,and the protecor of its liberties

It has been pleafing to fec with what anxious emo-
tions his arrival has been expected from place to place,
how cvery exertion has been made to fmooth the way
before him, how all ages and charaters have united

to bid him a hcarty weclcome, and teftify the joy they
felt at the honour of a vifit.

WaaT can be more pleafing than the eflorts of hu-

nm
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nan nature, however imperied, to exprefs a gratefui
remembrance of paft benetits, ard a fively fenfe of pre-
{ent favours. May the illuftrious rrREsIDENT long
live to reccive frefh reftimonices of affeétion trom a frec
pcople, and to be the inftrument, in the hand of Gop,
of freth bleflings to the undeferving. Too much refpedt,
that falls fhort of religious homage, cannot be paid to
ong, to whom we are fo much indcbted ; —were this
to be offered, he would fay, with the Angel in the book
of the Revelatien “Sce thou do it not, I am thy fellow
{ervant, and of thy brethren,that have the teftimony of

Jefus

worﬂlip Gobp.”

\What cver diftinctions there may be amongmankind,
however indebted we may be to an earthly benefaétor,
“Wehave all onc father, for one Gop hath crcated us,
there is none in the heavens that may be compared
to him, there is none among the fons of themighty that
may be likened to Jehovah.” Permit me then, my bre-
thren, to take occafion, from this aufpicious event of a
kind providence, to excite your expectation, and folicit
your preparation for the approach of that glorious
character “who is the brightncfs of the father’s glory
and the exprefsimage of his perfon;” who is {o infinice.
ly exalted, that it is the crowning cxcclicnce of the
moft dignificd human charaéter to be his fervant and
difciple.  This I fhall do by calling your attention to
that fublime demand of the royal poct.

B PSALM
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PSALM 24th,——7th and 8th verfe..

“ Lift up your heads, Q ye gates, and be ye lifted up ye
everlafting doors,andthe king cf glory fhall ccme in. Wha
is this king of glory 2 The LoRp flrong and mighty, the
Lorp mighty in battle.”

This Pfalm was doubtlcfs penned, upon occafion of
the king of Ifrael removing the ark, from the houfe of
Obededom to the city of David, to the tabernacle
which hc had pitched for it upon mount Zion. And
it was calculated to be fung, at leaft the latrer part of
it, in alternate refponfes between thofe who bore the
ark, and thofe that waited at the tabernacle.

. When they approached this facred place which Gou
had chofen as his reft ; the priefts and levites fhouted in
the language of the text, * Lift up your hcads O ye
gates, and be ye lifted up ye everlafting doors, and the
king of glory fhall come in ;” and the porters, or thofe
who waited at the tabernacle, ask “Who is this king of
glory ?” And the anfwer is, “The Lord ftrong and
mighty,” &c. The demand is again made, Lift up—the
queftion is repeated, and a general fhout ¢ the Lord
- of hoils he is the king of glory,” clofes the Pfalm.

But was nothing more intended, by this fublime de-
{cription,than the introduction of the ark into its tem-
poravy refidence in the tabernacle, or the temple at Je-
rufalem ; both which havc long fince funk in ruins ?
Whatever the ideas of the infpired poet might be, that

Bceing
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Being who infpired him, had a morc glorious fcene in
view, encthat has not yet, perhaps, been fully reprefent-
¢d. Theark was the {ymbol of Gobp’s prefence with
liracl, but it was alfo a mott fignal type of CurisT jit
contained the law and the teftimony,and was the place
where Gop manifefted himfclf, and where he revealed
his mind and will : “He who at fundry times and in di-
versmanners, {pake unto the fathers by the prophets,
hath in thefc laft days fpoken to us by hisfon,” by him
who is theLor b from heaven, throughhim alone Gop
manifedts himfelf tofinners, and through him alone they
havc accefs to Gop ; by him, lifc and immortality are
brought to light, and a voice has been more than once
heard from the excellent glgry, “ This is my beloved
fon in whom I am well pleafed, hear ye him.

As this Pfalm doubtlefs has reference to Chritt, fothe
words of the text may be primarily applied to his glo-
rious afcenfioninto heaven; after he had been fora time,
like the ark, in a ftrange land, encompaffed with ene-
mics, and cxpofed to infult: but, finifhing the work for
which he humbled himfelf, and conquering all his ene-
mics, he rcturned triumphantly to heaven, the Angels,
his attendants making the demand of the text; Lift up
your heads, &c. meaning thofe ccleftial gates of happi-
nefs and glory, which were fhutagainft us by our rebel-
lion and apoftacy ; entrancethrough which,Cxa r1s T had

merited, for himfelf and his, by his obedient fufferings
unto
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unto death. The Angels, who keep the gates of this
glorious city, as it is> reprefented in accomodation to
our conceptions, ask the gueftion, Who is this king of
glory? and the refponfe is given, the Lor b ftrong and
mighty, the Lor p mighty in battle.

It is Jesus the king, whom Gopn hath made ftrong
for himfelf, the mighty conqueror, who hath triumph-
ed over hell and the powers of darknefs ; and leads
captivity captive.

But thc words alfo may bc applicd to the en-
trance of CurisT, by his word and {pirit, among
his church and people ; and by his grace into the
hearts of finners. And fo we would now confider
them. Chrift fpeaks of his entrance into the heart of
man in language correfpondent to that of the text,
¢ Behold I ftand at the door and knock, if any man
hear my voice and open the door, 1 will come in to
him, and fup with him, and he with me”.——The en-
trance of his word giveth light, and of his grace giveth

life, ta the foul,—“ to as many as reccive him,
to them power is given to become the fons of Gobp,
cventothem that believe on his name;” and though wc
are never to cxpet the bodily prefence of the Saviour
again on earth, till he fhall come, “tobe glorified in his
faints, and admired in all them that belicve :"—yet we
are to cxpect the prefence of his fpirit, and his fpiritual
reign on carth,ina more glorious extent, than what has
vet bean feen. He
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He has in one age and another appeared glorious in
his truth, extending the knowledge of his gofpel, and
the triumphs of his crofs. In‘the firft propagation of
the gofpcl, the fimple preaching of Car1sT and him
crucified, trinmphed over the idolatry of naticns, the
wifdom of philofophers, and the power of cmpires.
He againrodctorth inthe chariotof truth, “conquering
to conquer, in the daysof therctormation. He fignaily
difplayed the grace of his gofpel in the hearts of our
forefathers, whofcttled this country ; and the power ot
his providencce, in wafting the hcathen before them,
and giving them fecure poffeffion. And in different
ages and rations, before and fince, hath he manifefted
himfelf to his church, enlarging the bounds of her ha-
bitation, and increafing the number of her' converts :
But it remains yet to be accomplifhed, “ That the
carth fhall be ful! of the knowledge of the Lord, as the
waters cover thefea.———And that a// fhall know the
Loxrp from the greatett to the leaft.” It remainsyet
to be accomplithed, that Gop’s ancient people be re-
covercd, and the fulnefs of the gentiles come in.

Thefe events we expe upon the credit of feripture
prophecy, which the facred poct has thus exprefled :

¢ Nor fhall thy fpreading gofpel reft,

Till thro® the world thy truth hath run ;

Till Carist has all the nations bleft,

'['hat fee the light or feel the fun.’

Let me exhort yon my brethren to be in expecta-
tion
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tion of this event, diligently attending to your pre-

paration for it : or, at leaft, for the manifeitation of

CHR1sT to his people, as they have fometimes feen
him in the fanctuary : But if you think this event too
diftant toanimate your expectations ; (for the times and
feafons the Father hath put in his ownpower) prepare
to rcceive CHRIsT, by his {pirit, into yourhearts, in-
dividually, which is abfolutely neceflary to your peace
oi fafety, cither here, or hercafter ; ¢ For if any man
have not the fpirit of Cur1sT, he is none of his™,

Do you afk how fhall we prepare for this approach
ot CHrisT ? the words of the text fuggeft an anfwer.
Lift up your heads, in earneft expectation of his com-
ing, and the doors of your hearts to give him entrance.
Wait for the Lok b, lct your foul wait, and in his word
do you hepe. Watch for him, more than they who
watch for the morning. With humble gratitude, re-
ccive that facred voiume which he has fent from he -
ven;ftudy and believe itscontents;fee what it requires
of you, in order to his approach Attend to the
voice of his meflengers ; fo far as they accord with his

written mcflage ; and prefent the moft fervent loyal

addrefles at the footftool of his throne ; humbly be-

feeching  him, gracioufly to draw near, and vifit

your fouls with his falvation. Remove cvery thing

ovt of the way, that you know may be an obftacle, or

i offerce to him. Let the crocked ways be made
' {traight
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ftraight, and the rough places fmooth——caft away

i all your tranfgreflions by which you have tranfgrefled

againft him ; and prepare him a broken and contrite
heart ; a penitent, lowly, and humble mind, and he
will come to you, and take up his abode with you.
For in this fublime, yet condefcending manner does
he promife by the prophet Ifaiah.  * Thus faith the
high and lofty one, that inhabiteth eternity, whofe
name is holy, I dwell in the high and holy place ;
with him alfo that is of a contrite ‘and humble fpirit,
to revive the fpirit of the humble, and to revive the
heart of contrite ones.”

To animate you to this preparation, cenfider how
glorious the perfonage whofe coming we are to expect.

Do you ask in the language of the text, Who is this
king of glory ? I anfwer in the fame language-—The
Lorp ftrong and mighty, the Lor b, mighty in battlc
—The Lor D of hofts, he is the king of glory. He is
the eternal fon of Gop, “in whom-dwelleth the fulncfs
of the Godhead bodily,”—To whom, inthelanguage of
fcripture, it is faid : “Thy throne, O Gop, is forever

and ever, a {ceptre of righteoufnefs is the fceptre of

thy kingdom.”

We admire and vencrate diftinguifhed excellencies
in afellow-mortal : but the moft diftinguifhed of thefe,
are but faint rays from the fun of righteoufnefs ; they

are but drops, from thc fulnefs that is in CarisT.
. e
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e v ulfu :he fonr of man, the friend o) .
*“ Who, though he was rich, for our fukes became
poor, that we through his poverty might be rich,”
w hofe condefcending kindnefs the Apottle thus de-
fcribes : ¢ Forafmuch as the children were partakers
of ficth and blo‘od, he alfo himfclf, likewife took part
of the fame ; thatthrough death, he inight deftroy him
rhat had the power of death, that is the devil.”  And
dcliver them, who, through fear of death, wercall their
lifc-time {ubjeét to bondage.

With gratcful emotions we view the fellow-mortal
who facrifices his cafe to blefs his brethren. With
how much higher emotions ought wec to view him,
who laid afide his glory, and took the form of a fei-
vant, that we might be made the fons of God ?

Hec is the mediator of the new and cverlufting co-
venant 3 the man of Gobp’s right hand, whom he hath
made ftrong for himfelf. c is our furety, who hath
undertaken to difcharge our debt of guilt, and obliga_
tion to punithment. ¢ He hath born our fins, in his
own body on the tree—was wounded for our tranf-
greflions, was bruifed for our iniquitics, the chaftife-
ment of our peace was upon him, that by his ftripes
we might be healed.”

He is the Lor D sighty in Latt/e, hath conquered the
hofts of hell, and, as was promifed that he fhould, hath
bruifed the head of the ferpent, who by {cducing, en-

flaved



flaved our racc. We werc in fubjection to the ufurp-
ed dominion of this cruel tyrant : but JEsus CHR1sT
hath “fpoiled principalities and powers, led captivity
captive,” and vindicated into liberty, cven the liberty
of the fons of Gop, all that will accept of his offers,
and follow his ftandard. Of hin does the prophet
fpeak, and with refpe to his fufferings and victory,
when he fays ; ¢ Who is this that cometh from Edom,
with died garments from Bozrah, this that is glorion
in his apparel ; travelling in the greatnefs of hig
ftrength : I that fpcak in righteoufnefs, mighty to
fave

We venerate the benevolent conqueror in the caufe
of liberty—We love the man, whom heaven has made
inftrumental of burfting the bands of oppreflion, vin-
dicating the opprefled, and delivering from temporal
encmies—-and fhall we not more highly venerate and
love, that glorious conqueror who fubdues fpiritual
enemies, delivers the foul from oppreflion, and blcfles
with the liberty of the fons of Gop ?

We hail welcome the faviour of his COuNtry ; wc
wifh in every proper way to teftify the gratcful emo-
tions of our hearts—and fhall we not, much rather,
hail welcome, The Saviour of the I orld, and teftify
our higher obligations tfor his infinitc merits ? who,
‘““being made perfe@, becomes theauthor of eternal fal-
vation to all them that obey him;” who, in terms ol con-

' ¢ deteentfion

b
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deicenfion, fays, ¢ Come unto me all ye that labour und
are heavy laden, and I will give you reft.” ¢ He that
cameth to me fhall never hunger, and he that belicv-
cth on me fhall never thirft : and they fhall ncver pe-
rifh, neither fhi' any pluck them out of my hand.
The lamb which is in the midft of the throne, fhall
fecd them, and fhall lcad them to living fountains of

vater, and God fhall wipc away all tears from their
cycs”—Lift up your heads, O ye gates, and be ye lifted
up ye everlafting doors, and the £:2g of g/ory fhall come
in ; who is this king of glory ? Tke Lord ftrong and
uighty the Lord mighty in battle.

Let me further add, the prefence of the greateft
carthly bencfactor, whatever happincfs it affords, can
be enjoyed but a very little time: the pleafing fcene of
congratulation, isfoon fucceeded by the painful fare-
well : but if we receive CHR1sT JEsus the Lorb, he
hasfaid,he willnever leave norforfuke us. Ohow fweet
is that promife, John1g4, 23, “If a man love me he will
keep my words 5 and my Father will love him, and
‘we will comeunto him, and make our abode with him.”
Nay, in a more folemn manner {till, muft the greateft
human characer, take his leave of thofe he has been
made the inftrument of blefling ; ¢ it isappointed unto
all men once to dic. Qur Fathers, where are they ?
and the prophets, do they live forever” =Wl are
the kings and cmperrs, who fubdued kingdoms and

wrought
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wrought rightcoufnefs? Wherc are the ancient friends
and benefactors of mankind ! They live, indeed, in
thc memory of grateful and admiring pofterity : but
the places here that knew them, Know them no morc
forever. Jesus Curist lives forever ; dcath hath
no morc dominion over him ; He lives to make his
fubje@ts happy, to fupport and condu& them fafe,
through the perplexitics of life, theagonics of death,
and the folemnities of judgment ; to rcecive thole who
have reccived him, to manfions of cternal glory, that
wherehe is, they may bealfo. Andinthat {folemn, joytul
hour, when he fhall fay, “comcyc bleffed of my father,
inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foun-
dation of the world”: He will prefent every individual
of the happy throng, with a’crown of glory that fa-
deth not away, and they fhall live and reign with him
forcver and ever. O my brethrenreceive thisglorious
prince,—This fricnd, this benefactor, this faviour of
men ;—Look and long.for his approach—Lect the fer-
vor of your affections dictate the moft warm addrefles
—throw open the doors of your hearts, to give him
entrance—remove cvery obftacle out of the way ;—
and let your loyalty and fidelity be teftified, by the
futurc uniform obedience of your lives, and your cn-
tire devotednefs to his pleafure. O that there were
fuch a heart in us—fuch a difpofition prevailing in

the citizens of this country in general, would afford
the
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the mott happy pledge and prefage of its future great.
nefs and glory : “For righteoufnefs exalteth a nation,
—thofe who honor God, he will L:onor :* and thofc
who hearken to his voice and obey his gofpel, he will
make a name and a praife in the earth. Then fhould
webeaflured, that theadminittration of our government,
~ would be, “as the light of the morning when the fun
arifeth, even a morning without clouds ; as the ten-
der grafs {pringing out of.the earth, by the clear fhi,

ning after rain”.

Ina humble hope,and earneft wifh, that CHrIsT and
his gofpel may be thus honoured here ; that this may
be, in an emphatic fenfe, Immanucl’s land :—Let me
clofe, with exprefling your devout acknowledgments
to the Supreme Ruler, for his paft beneSts 5 your fer-
vent fupplications, that he would reward, of his ownmu-
nificence, thofe whom he hath made the inftruments of
his bleflings ; and your carneft prayers, that he would
make-the grear things which he hath done for us in
this land, introductory to the greater things which he
hath yet to accomplifh in the world : that he would
pour out his fpirit ; ride forth inthe chariot of everlaft-

g truth—“give his fon the heathen for his inheritance,

I and
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‘ and the uttermoft parts of the earth for his pofleflion ;
That the earth may be full of the knowledge of the

' Loz D, even as the waters cover the fea.
So come Lorp JEsvs, come quickly.”

AMEN.

A



