Charar (Wehiri s ;m%
Mofes and laron J 7)

GOD's Faveur
To His. Chofen People,

'In Leadx‘hg -them’ by the

MINISTRY
of €ivil & Eeclefiaftical

RULERS,

Well Qualified for the Offices they ars
Calied to Excecate,

gl

o

COVSIDET{LD

Had betore she (:meral Affcmlly of the
(Ul my of Conueiticut, on Muy 9th.1728.

R e e ]

by THOMAS BUCKINGH.&.M A M.
and Paxtar .of a Chuich 1n Hartfa;d

fo——

Pfal. cv. 26
He [ent BMofes ks Servant, and Aaron whom
be had Cba]m |

NLONDON : Piig tcd and Sold by T. G’eea,
Piinie: o i UQV and GOMP& NY, 17




Y .

£30 B3 40 B0 T 4R AR R B

At a General Affembly held at Hartford,
Miay 9th. AD. 17 28

Nathaniel Stanly Efj; and

O RDBRED ly this Affembly,That

Capt. Thomas Seymour, do He-
turn the Thanks of the Affembly to the
Rewerend Mr. Thomas Buckingham, for
the S ER MO N delivered before
the Affembly om the Niath Inffant, asd
df‘ﬁrc bim to Grant aC opy that 1t wmay
be Printed. A true Cepy of Record,
Examin'd per

PHes, UApUys Secr,

105 B34 425 * B4, e 4S5 [ o



% Mofes 4nd Aaron. %
Psar M LXXVIL 2o

Thou Leddef® thy People like a Flock, by
the Hand of Moles and Aaron.

F all the affli&ions of the Righ-
teous,which are many,various
and fome of them very great,
there is none more affe&ing &
grievous to them than Spiri-

tual Detertion ; the hiding of GOD’s Face
from fuch as place their Happinefs in_his
Favour, and know what it is to have walked
in the light of his Countenance muft needs
be very diftreffing, efpecially if at the fame-
time the Infinite Difpleafures of the Al-
mighty are fet in array againft them. Thefe
fill cheir Minds wich Amazing fears, & their
Hearts with Over-whelming forrows, P/fal.
10 7. & 88.14, 1§,.16. Fib 6, 4. The Au-
- thor of this P{alm by the account which he
~ gives of himfelfia it,had Drank deep of this
Bitter Cupe The complaints which he makes
on this occafion,thew chat he had been walk-
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Py Mofes and Aaron,

ing in Darkaefs, confli&®ing wich Diffidence,
and under a ftrong Temptation to Renvuice
the Begiuning of his Confidence, and the
T.ejoycing of his Hope. His 3ore ran in the
night aﬂd Ceade nﬂt, his S.:.F l"fiiiig{*fi o e
" Comforted, verfe 3. and tho’ Lebad Recouife
to the moft proper and likely maans for his
reliefin this cafe, yet for a while they tail-
ed his expe&ation, and did not fucceed ac-
cording to his With. He gave himfelf to
Meditation and Prayer, cenfuited the Re-
cords of elder times, reviewed his own ex-
periences, and entred into a clofe Debate
with himfelf, ver. 2,3,5,6. yet his griefs &
his fears continued & were rather increafed
than otherwife, witnefs the fad Surmifes of
z prevailing unbelief, Sighed out in thofe
Melancholy Soliloquies, wver. 7, 8,9, That
which at laft feems to have had the defired
€ffe& in the revival of hisdying Hopes and
- dejected Spirit was his calling tomind the
wondrous works G O D had done for his
Chofen People, the Seed of Abrabam his
Friend. And in the Contemplation of thefe,
he goeth back to the Infancy of the Jewifh
- State & Church, fixeth upon the beginning
of GOD’s ways with Ifrael, and parcicular-
lv feletts and dwells upon thefe things, viz.
His bringing them out of Egvpt that Houfe
of Bondage, in which their Lives had been

| , made



Mofes azd Aaron. 3

mide extreme Bitter by Hard ard Cruel
niage.” His dividing the Warers of the Sea,
and caufing them to ftand vp as an Heap :
en either hand ¢ill they went thro’ on Dry

ground, and his taking them undér his own
peculiar Conduét : Thisis inftanced in the
Waords I am now to-inﬁﬁ upon, & is therein
fec torth by two things, »iz. The Manner
in which, and the Means by whiech that was
partormed ; the former ot thefe in thofe
Words, Like a Flock the larter in what
folows, namely, By the Hand or Miniftry
off Mofes and Aairem. Mofes was a Civil,
Aaron an Ecclefiaftical Ruler;each the Head
of ki own order, & both { we may fuppofe)
emiuently quahﬁed for the work to which
they were ieparated,Hence this Conelufion

may be laid as a Foundation to the fucceeds
ing Difcourfe.

Do&t. GO P’s Leadiny bis People by the Mi-
niftry of Civil and Ecclefiaftical Rulers well
qualified for the Offices they are called to
Execute, és an Eminent inftance of bis Fa-
vour and Kindnefs to them.

Befides what is exprefied there are feve-
2l diftin&t Truths implied in this Do&rine,’
fome of which may be laid before you in the
following PROPOS!TIQNS. |

L Théere



4 Mofes and Aarbn@

I. There bath been and yet ¢ in the World «
People, which in a peculiar fenfe s called GOB's
Peaple.

il ‘le Peoplc GOD hath taken :mder a fecial
Cordult, and i himfelf their Principal Leader,

UU1. Fn Leading this Peaple, GOD ufeth the
Miniftry of Civil and Ecclefiaftscal Rulers.

I\V. GND’s Leading bic People by the Minia
fry of [uch Rulers well qualified for the Offices
~ they are called to Execute, is an Eminent Inftance
of bis Favour to them.

"PROP. I There hath been and il 56 in the
World a People, which sn a peculiar ferfc s ftyled
@0D’s People.

GOD is the High pofleffor of Heaven and
Earth, and all the Things and Perfoms that
are in either of thofe Places are His. Pfal.
24. 1. They are fo by the right of Creation,
as they are the Produéts of his Wifdom, and
the Effe&s of his Power. In this refpett all
People.are his, for he hath made them both
in their primitive Root, in their fucceflive
Generations, and as to the various Figures
which they make in the world. A&, 17. 26.
And bath made of one blood all nations of men.
But that which heth before me is this, lt;'hal:

there
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Mofes wwd Aaron. 5

there hath been snd yet isin the World a
People, which in a peeuliar fenfe are called
GOD’s People, tuch a People formerly were
the Jews. Deut. 7. 6. Thow ars av Holy Pesple
unto the LORD thy GOD. The LORD thy
GO B bath Chofer thee to be & [Pecial Pe’ople xn-
to himfelf ,above all People that are upom the Face
of the Esrih : And fo they continued to be
till by their Crucifying the LORD of Life
and Glory they had filled up the mieafure of
their Sin; GOD gave them a Bill of Divorce,
and faid unto them, Lo Awwmi ! Such a
People now are the Gentiles €onverted to
the Chriftian Faith and brought under the
Bond of the C€ovenant. 1 Pet. 2. 9. 10 Bat
ye are a cho[en Generation, &c. Which in time
pa/z were not & People, but now are the People of
Goa.

PROP. I1. This People G OD hath taken un-
der & [Pecial Condull, and doth tsmfelf perform
the part of a Leader to them.

GOD is indeed a Leader to al His Crea~
tures, by kis Providence which continually
Watcheth over them ; they are all guided to
their End. Some by the CGommen Laws of
his Kingdem, others by a fpecial Rule. An-
gels and Men as they are Caufes by €ounfiel, .
free Agents and Beginners of their own
A&ions, are Condufted in a way Suited to
the Dignity of their Natures, GOD ruleth

in
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in the Kingdom of Men and is the Gover-
nour among the Nations. Dan.4.17. Pfal. 22.
28. bui ftill GOD is in a f{pecial manner a
Leader to his Peopie. So he {peaketh of him-
felf, Ifa. 48. 17. Iamthe LORD thy GOD
whish leadeth thee So he is Defcribed by them,
Jar.23.8. Ths LOR D kiveth, which led the
Seed of the Houfe of Ifracl; amd under this
-Title they apply to him, Pfal. 8o. 1. Give
ear O Shepherd of Ifracl, tioox shat leadeft Fofeph
&ke a Flock, Bere we may confider, whicher
GOD is leading his People, wherein his
leading them confifts, what the means are
by which and what the end is for which he
Leadeth them.

1. We may confider, whither GOD is
Leading his People, and let it be remembred
by usall, thar GOD s Leading his People to 4
State of Everlafting EHappine[s or Mfery 3 m
thofe places which he hath prepared for
their Reception in the Future World. The
World in which they now dwell is not their
refting Place, neither have they any conti-
nuing City here. 1 Chron. 29. 14, 15. but
who am I, and what & my People, &a. We are
Strangers before thee, and Sojourners as were all
our Fathers, aur Days on Earth are ar a Shadow;
and there is none abiding. One Generation of
thefeafter another goethtotheirLong home,
& by Death (which is appointed to all Men)

are



Moles and Aaron. 7

are removed out of this into the nextWarld,
where GOD hath prepared Places for their
Everlafting Abode, Heaven for the Goed, &
Hell for the Bad, rhat a Place of Happinefs,
tou of Mifery Endlefs and Unfpeakable And
into one or other of thefe places, all arc Eif.
pofed-as they retire trom hence.Luki16 22. -
2. We may nextly confider wherein
GOD’s Leading his People doch confift ; and
this implieth feveral chings in it, parcicular-
ly Diretion, Affiitance, Government, Protelivn
and Refrefhment. GOD leads his People as a
Guide leads the Traveller, as a Nutfe leads
the lictle Child that cannot go alone, z$ a
King leads his Subje@s, as a Convoy leacs
thofe €2 nmicted to their care,&asaShepher.l
deads his Sheep. GOU’s leading his Pecple
implies Inftrultion, /fa. 48 17 Dt 32. y0.
He led him about, he infirulted h 5 it 1m-
plies Aflifiauce. Hol 11. 3. I taughe Eghraim
to go, taking them by their Arms. Jer., 31.21,% >
Deat. 32. 11, 12. It implieth Government,
he prefcribes Laws and difpenfeth Rewards
and Punilbments to them, New g, 13, 14. 1t
implieth Prote&ion in it, ifa, §2. 12. l'eut,
32, 10, 11. It implieth Refrethment, P[id,
23 1§, 2, 3. |
3 Wemay alfocon{idér theMears by which
GOD leads his People; aud chey are thete,
Hy Sony Word; Spirit, Providence, the Minifiry
E - B - of
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of the Angelsthe Agency of Supericrs in Church
and State, and the good Converfations of the
Codly among them.

GOD leads his People by His Sun. That
. the only Begotten of the Father was Ifrael’
Leader, is implied 4&s57. 30. 38 of whem
elfe can that be underftood, Exod. 23 20,21
Behold 1 fend an Angel before thee, to keep thee
sn the way, and to bring thee to the place which ]
have prepared, 8&c. Can this be meant of a
Created Angel, fecing the peculiar of a God
is given to him ¢ And as the Son of GOB
was formerly a Leader to .the Fews, fo he
hath been fince and fiil} is to the Gentile:.
According to that Prophecy which went of
him before his Manifeftation in the- Flefh,
1{a 55 4. Behold 1bave given bim for a Witnefs
tothe People, for @ Leader and a Commander to
the People, This is He of whom Mofes fpake
when he faid to Ifrael, The LORD thy GOD
will raife up unto thee a Prophet like unto
me, unto him ye fhall hearken,Deut.18,15,18
H:m hath the Father given to be Head over
all things to the Church, Eph. 1. 22. And by
him as the Captain of their Salvatien bring-
eth many Sons and Daughters unto Glory,
Heb. 2, 10.

GOD Leads his People by his Werd. The
Word of GOD contained in the Scriptures
of the Old & New Teftament,is the Sceptr;

. . 0



Mofes and Aarbn- 9

of his Kingdom, the Rod of his Strength,
aud th: »affin his Hand, the great means
b «whih he direfts and limits ‘he Aés of
his Yeople, fuprorts and refretheth their
wpirits, & actording to which he difpenfeth
Good and Evii ¢ them, Prov 6 22,23. Pfal.
119. §4 anda the parts of this Word,the
Do:trine, Precepts, Promifes. Threatnings,
&c are d:figned and improved herein.
GO :leads his People by his S»iric. This
is implied in chofe charges brought againft
the Jewith Church, Ifsa 63. 9. Aé. 7. 1.
andin thefe,cautions given to theChriftian,
Eph. 4 30 t Thef. ¢. 19. yea it is mentioned
among GOD’s fpecial favours to his An-
cien: reople that he gave them his good Spi-
rit to iniru&t chem, Neb. 9. 20 By his In-
foiration were the Scriptures given, 2Pe:. 1,
20, 21, and al} the fuccefs and efficacy of
the n depends entirely on his Co operati-
ons and Influence. By him are men furg
nithed with thofe Gifts by which they are
fitted to ferve GOD or Men. By him the
Ele® are broucht to poflefs the Good which
JESUS CHRIST hath purchafed for them.
By him they areConvinced, Awakned,Bum-
bled, Converted, San&ified, Led and Com-
forced Fob.16 8.13,14,16.2Cor.3.38.Rom 8.1 4
GOD lead. his Pecple by his Providence.
He led Ifia<l by a Pillar of Cloud and Fire,

Ba Ex Od‘g



16 Mofes™ and” Aaron.’

Exod. t2, 21,23, this wasa Signal for the
Picching and Striking their Tents, in al
th: ¢ Marchthro’ hd Wildenefs fee the
Inititution, Namb. 15.9. &c.. This is catied
‘the Commandment of the LORD, as :t ~as
the means by whici he fignified his mind to
thiem and they governed themfelves by it.
S0 GOD by his Providences ftill poin‘eth
out ro his People their Duties, and whofo is
wife and will obferve may gather matter of
Inttrudion from them. Pfal, 106. 43. Mi.
6. 9. ‘ o
-* %’00 leads his People by the Miniftry
~ af the holy dngels. Ot thefe it is Written
- Heb. - 13 Are shey not all Miniftring Spirits,
[eut forths to Minifter tor them who fliall be Heirs
of St/vatien 2 There wasan Hoft of thefe
attending upon the Son ot GOD ingiving
the Law at Mouont Sinei fcut. 33.2.7he
LORD came from Sinai, &c. he camé with
Ren Thoufands of bis Seints, Ats 7.§3Gal.2 19
T-eSacred HiMory informsus of many kind
affices petformed by thofe benign Spiries fo?
ttie Charch ofGOD too m: any hexc, to be
cizimer dted

- GOD leads hic Peo*ﬂe b the hand of
Swperiorsin >tate and Church., Butas i fha'l
fiave octalion to refume this vnder the nee
Jieopsfidion, [ fbd' for che pnfc:nt reler it

tu*zher SRCE Fzma)f |
GOD
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GOD leads his People by the Good Con-
merfarions of the Fa:thfulamong them.Ever
fince GOD hath had a People inthe World,
even in the Worlt and moft Legencrate
times that ever pafled over dhem;there ! ave
always been fome who thro® the Grace of
GO hae kept ‘themfelves free from the
Pollutions of tbe reft. 1 King. 19, 18. Hef. 1
12. Revi 2-1%. 3. 4. and thefe examp!es of
Vertue & Pice+ like the Cloud in the Wil-
dernefs are bo.h Inflroéive & Encouraging
to thofe that « bferve them;and therefore
commended to our lmuauon, ch 12. 1, &
6. u 12. Cant. 1. 8.

T he Jaft ching to be confidered nndcr
thl: Head of Difcoutfe, is, The fimal canfe of
that [pecial Cindull underMGODbaﬁ takem
his Pesple, And this is no other than che f-
laftration and Praife of his own Increated
Perfeflions and Excellencies GODPs end
ip all that he doth is h's own Glory. foic
was in the Crea‘ion of the World Prov 16 4
S0 it is in the Confervation and Guberna.
tion ot it Rev.4. 11. Rom.11. 36. So par-
ticula- 1y it is in his taking his Peo,ﬂe under
his o an particilac Conda&. s 63 51,----
Waere is be that brought thewm up ont of tbe Sez,
&c That led them by the band of Mofes, &ic.
To make bimfelf an Everlafling Name, &c. So
dtdﬁ 1bou lead tiy People so make rby felf 4 Glo-

f’w



18 Mofes and Aaron.
riows Name. Among all the Perfe&tions of
the Divine Bcing which lhine out in this
Conda®&, there are Two, th: Difplay of
which is efpecially aim~d ac. namely; His
Juft:ce and, his Grace, and the Everlalting
State of FHappinels and Misery o which-he
is. leading his People_are defizn d tor die
Exa'tation and Glory of them Row g 2223
This part of the ' o&rine may bs difril-
fed witn a faw Dedaitions of Truch and
Daucy from it.

USE. 1. Hew Wonder{ful is the Conde[cention
of GOD inthus taking bis People under bis own
poculiar Conda&. Heis the Righ & the Lofty
one, Ifa.§7.16. Be is High above all Nations,
Pfsl- 113. ¢ He is higher than the Kings of
the Earth..Pfal89.27. He is higher than the
Highef of Second beings, Eccl. 5. 8. Inthe
Scale of Beings from the fi f there are f e
a great deal higher than che reft, among
thefe the Angels are the Highelt ; but GOD
is Higher than the Highelt of them. He
is Infinicely fo. He is Exalted above all
their Bleflings and Praies. He Humbleth
himfelf 1o Converfe with them, P/«f. 113. 6.
Yet fuch is his Condefcention to the Chil-
dren of Men, who have their Foundations
in the Duft, and dwell in Houfesof €lay,
that he hath chofea fomg of them to l?ie

s
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his Peop’e, and is him/elf become a Leader
tothem In the Contemplaticn of thefe

we ha e juR caufe with Wonder and Afle-

nithmen:gtofay, LORD what is Man that
thou art thus Mindful ef htm ! Efpecially

if e confider that GOD in the Perion of
the SON, was ms ‘e of a' Woman made an-

der -he Law, and became obe-'iemt t0 the

Deach @ the Crofs : that he might be the

Capuain of their salvation, -~

USE, 11 How grea: is the Priuiledge of
GO LY’s People beyond all others under the whole
He:avems. It was lfrael’s Glory and Happis
pefs thae GOD had taken them under fuch @
2 {pecial Cordu@, & was bzccine a Leader
to them. Deut. 4. 7 The Prefence of GOD
with that Pe-ple, Guiding, Afiifting, Pro-
teQine, ébc. was that w hich Exalted them a-
bove the Nations in their Day. Exod 33.
15y 16. If thy Prefemce go mot with me, carry
us 2ot up bence. For whercin fball it be known
kere, thas I and thy People bave found Grace in
thy fight 2 Isit met in that thou gocft with ms ?
So (tak we be feparated, I and thy People, frois
al the People thas are upon the Face of the Earth.
Deut 31.29 Pfak3 3:12. GOB’s People are thie
Snbje@s ot peculiar & diftinguithing Privi-
ledges. So were the Fews ; to them pec-
tained the Adoption, the Covenants and the

Clory,
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-Glory. Rom. 9. 4- 5. GOD wrote to them
she greas things of his Law, fthewed them
his Sabhachs, fes np his Houfe amojng them,
aad gave chem his good Spirit te inftrutt
them F/5f 8. 12z Neb.9. 13, 145 20. Nor
do the Gentiles come behiad t..>m, with re.-
fpe& 10 Priviledges, GOD having provided
fome bester thing for themy Heb, 11. 40. K-
wen a beuer Difpenfation, 2.Core3. A better
Co:cnmi’t eflablithed on better Promifes.
H‘ 3 8' 6’

USE, U 1. How careful fhoxid 60D’s Peo-
* ple be to shferve the caufes and methods of the
Conduil, under whick they are taken, and to give
-sate bins the Glory which ts by due on the account
thereof.  GOD hath mede his wondrous
Works to be remembred. Pfal. t11. 4 1he
wondrous works wt ichGOD hath made are
worthy to be remembred, she remembrance
of thefe might be of great nfe to them, and
by his Command they are obliged to pre-
ferve and sranfmit the Memory of them to
their Pofterity, Pfal. 8. begin, and feme of
the Members both of the Jewilh & Chriftian
Church, Holy men of GOP, as they were
-move:! by the Holy Ghoft, have tiken in
hand to fet forth in order 2 Declaration of
irany things relating to the Binth, Infancy,
and Growth of thofe Communities, aud
ave
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have farnithed us with an Hiftory the moft
inftrutive and entertaining of all chat are
or ever were extant in the Woildl And how
careful they were to afcribe unto GOD the
Kingdom, the Power, and the Slory, is obe
vious toevery onethact readeth it wi‘h un-
derftanding and acteation  Here | mighe
take occafion to invire the People of this
Land, o far asthey are wirhin hearing, to
reflett upon the Condult of Divire Provie
dence towards their Anceftors, who firft
came hither : And tho’ this be not fo f.I1
of Wanders, as that towards Ifrael of old,
vet there are many things in it very Memo-
rable, and fuch as fh-uld never be forg-tten.
I cannot pretend te give you adet:il of all
the remaikable occurrences in which they
were concerned ; and fhould I Effay to rea-
fon with you of ali the greac & kind things
which GOD did for your Fathers,the Time,
and my Strength both of Mind and Body
- would foon fail- However, Let me briefly
- remind you of fome of the more Obvious &
Important Articles ot that Condu& you have
doub lefs heard with your Ears, and your
Fathers or fome from them have told youg
how GOD once again Effayed to take a Peo-
ple from the midft of a People, and to lead
them into a Wildernefs to Serve him ; and
iIf not by Signs & Wonders, ftrany¢ Plasues

C {ucceflively
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fucceffively inflited on their Oppreflors,yee
by a mighty Impulfe upon theirSpirits,which
moved them to forfake a Pleafant Land, &
their Native Country, their Fathers Houfes,
~ their Kindred, and all that was dear to them
therein, and at a vaft Expence and Hazard
to Tranfport themfelves, their Wives and
Liftle Ones over the great and wide Sza,
into 2 waft and howling Wildernefs. If
GOD did notin a Miraculous manner di-
wide the Waters ef the Sea to give them a
paflage through ic; yer he fafely conveyed
them over it, til! he had brought them inte
the Land ¢ had efpied for them, as a re-
treat from Perfeeurion and Superftition :
And if he did not by an uncommon Morta-
lity as hath been reported, caft out the Hea-
then from betore them, yet he made room
for them, and when they were few in num-
ber, yea very few and ftrangers in the Land,
his Providence Watched over them, & when
they went from one Nation to another, and
from one Kingdom to another, he did not
fuffer the Natives to do them fo much Harm
ax they had reafon to apprehend trom their
Nuombers and their Tempers. Yea, He re-
buked Kings for their fakes, and did in effe&
fay, Domy Prophe:s no harm. Tho’ hebro't
them intoaWildernefs,yet by hisBlefling ups
on their Induftry, he hath turned it into a
| Fruitful
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Fraitful Land. If he did not give them
Corn from Heaven and Water eut of the
flinty Rock, yet he fpread a Table before
them, and filled their Hearts v»ith food and
gladnefs, he gave them his Laws without the
Terror of a Sinai Promulgation, bro’t them
to his San&uary, and fhewed them the form
and fathion of his Houfe, How greatly
hath he Muitipiied their Children atter
them, if not like Ifrael as the Stars of Hea-
ven and the Sand on the Sea-fhore, yet be-
yond all the other Plantations in Awmerica !
Let fuch as derive from them fee to whom
they are indebted for all the Dire&ion, Af-
fiftanoe, Proteétion, Supplies, Salvations,&c.
- vouchfafed to them, and learn to Adore the
Wifdom and Power, the Patience Compaf-
itign and Kindnefs which have appeared
erein.

USE, IV, How Obfervass fbould GO D’s
People be, of hie Commands, and bow carsful te
yield and perform conftant and umreferved Obe-
dience thereto. As thefe are the Rules of
that Condu& under which they are taken,
{o they lie under all manner of Obligations
to alt in Confermity to them. Juflice,
Gratitude, and a regard to their own Inte-
reft, do ftrongly bind in this cafe. GOD is
the LORD of Lordr, and Their GOP, His

Ca Dominion
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Dominien over them is Abfolute, his Ayp-
thority Indi‘putable. ~ His Yoke iseafly and
his Burden l:ght, His Commandments are
pot Grievous, but B, Juft and Gond, ta-
trinfceallv fo,and in thedefign of the . Dese,
10 12 It i=wi-h an eve to rheir Weiiare,
Temporal, Spirirual and Eterral, that Ohe.
dicnice rhereto is ex fted of them Dewr 4 40
T his Obecdien-e is encouraged by Promites
thar are exceedin g great and precious; is the
end of alt the Merci‘ul and Gracious things
GOD hith done for them. v/al, 105. laf.
For this he Redeems them out of the hand
of their Enemies, gives them his Word, Or.
dinances and Sabbaths, ki« Spitit and the
Graces ot it ; this is allthe Requital they are
ah'e to make for all the Benefits they have
received, and the only way of their An.
fwering the end of their Creation. Let
us therefore be exhorted to (b:erve and to
do according to all that he Commands us
in his Word.

USE V. Haw Peculiarly Offenfive and Pro-
voking unto GO D muft the Sins and Milcariages
of bis Peopls be,and bew juft the Revenges which
be tazes upon’them for the fame. Notwith-
#and g all chat GOD hath done,to Oblige,
Enable and Allure his People, to walk in
Subjetion to bim, there are Multitudes a-

MoRrg
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mong them veey. far from paying that Obe-
dience which he requires. They livcin the
Neglelt of thofe Buties by which they
{hnuld Glorify Him, and ia the Commiffion
of thefe 3ins by which His Name is greatly
dithonoured. Ifrael was a Stubborn and Re-
bellious Penple, how oft did they Tempt
and hew much did they Provoke GOD in
the Delert, and after they'were fetled in
the Laad ot Promt(e, ‘how foon did they
turn from the way in which their Fatbcrs
w. ked, they quickly filled the Land wich
Sins agamﬁ the Holy One of I{rael; many of
their Sins were heinous in their own Nature,
& all of themhighly aggravated, What vile
Ingratitude, Perﬁd:ouﬁxefs& horrible Con-
tempt of GOD, were they guilty of ? They
defpiied the Authonty of his Commands, -
the Terror of his Threatnmgs, the Grace of
his Promifes & the Riches of ..is Forbearance
and Goodnefs, shey refifted the Holy Ghof?,
and lightly eﬁeemcd the Rock of theit Sal
vation. ,And Hence, AsGOD had known
them above all the Famxhes of the Earth,{o
he made cheir Plagues Wonderful. Lam, 1.
46. Dan, 9. 12. And havenot we the
lnhabntants of this Land, reafon to look back
with Blufhing & Shame on our ways where-
in we have wandered from, and walked con-

trary to the LORD our @F y Site alcribe
| Righteoufiefs
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* . .ghteoufnefs to our Maker in reference to
all the Evils we have feen, are there not
found with us, even with us Sins againft the
Molt High 2 Doth not our Pride, Idlenefs,
Intemperanee, Uncleannefs, co¢c. Teflitv a-
gaiuft us? and hath not the Wrath of GOD
been Revealed againit our Ungodlimefs and
Unrighteoufuefs in the bicier things we
have feen and felt ? Hath not GOD in
fome degree or other been contending with
us by his {fore Judgments,the Sword, Famine,
and Peftilence? and is net his hand fti}l
firetched out againft us ¢ If we look back
to the 1aft Year, how many Indicatjons and
Appearances of his Anger were there to be
obferved therein 3 The unufual Hluminati-
ons of the Heavens by repeated and almoft
difcontinued Flakes of Lightning, with
dreadful Peals of Thunder attending, the
Scorching Heat and Drought of the Sum-
mer, the Pinching €old and Length of the

- Winter, Stormy Winds and Tempefts, the

Beath of Uieful Men, and she Groaning &

Trembling of the Earth under our feet, al-

ways to be regarded as an Effe& of Almigh-

ty Power, and often as an expreffion of Di-

vine Anger, a Prefage of Fearful Changes,

and 2 loud Warning toa corrupt and fupid

People, to us the more Ominous (it may be)

tor the great Security in which it found and

35
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is to be feared left the Genenality of us.
Let us confider our ways, Confefs our Sins,
Judge ourfejwes, Reform our Manners, and

with our whole Heart return to the
LORD our GOD. |

USE, VI. This Truth affords Groeusd of
Everlafling Confolation and Goed hope, to all
thofe among this People, whom 8OD hath bro’t
out of a Btate of Nasure, into & State of Grace,
and taken under the Condult of bis Word and
Spirst ¢ Who being made free from the Law
of Sir; and Peath do walk after the Spirit,
and are followers of GOD as Dear Children.
If thefe eonfider whither GOD is leading
them, how certainly they fhall come in to
the Place he hath prepared for them, and
how Happy they fhall be in it, they have
reafon to rejoice and be exceeding glad.
GOD is leading them to HEAVEN a Place
of Everlafting and Compleat Happinefs,and
while they are in the way thither they fhall
want nothing that is needful and good for
them. Pfal. 23. 1. They fhail not want Di-
re@ion, Ifa. 30.21 They fhall hear a voice
behind them, faying, This is the way, walk
ye in iy 3c. He will guide them by his Couns
fel till he hath brought them to Glory,P/al.
73 24. They fhall not waat Proteltion,
Ifa. 43, 20, They thal not want Affiftance,

a,
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Jfa.41.2. They fhall not want Refrefhment;
Pfal. 23. 6, And when they are called to
pafs through the dark Valley of the fhadow
of Death, he will be with them. And they
fhall go to the General Aflemblv,the Church
of the firft Born which are written in Hea.
ven, to the Spirits of Juft men made Perteft,
to an innumerable Company of Angels, t0
JESUS the Mediacor of the New Covenant,
and to GOD the Judge of all, and fhall be
fet down before the Prefence of his Glory
where there is fulnefs of Joy and rivers of
Pleafure always full and flowing.

USE, VII. On the other band, this Trat’
Suggefts matter of Awful Speculasion ¢ Terror
to the refiduc of this People ; to thofs who are
f4ill in the Gall of Bitternefs and in the Bond of
Jniquity : Who walk according to the courfe
of this World, fuliling the defires of the
Flethor of the Mind. Tho’ GOD muy
have Secret Intentions of Mercy towards
fome of thefe, & they, through the Riches
of his Patience and Grace have a Promife -
left them of emtring into his Reft; yet for
the prefent confidering their State and their
Courfe, they have reafon to fear left they
fhould more than feem to come fhort.
Straight is the Gate and Narrow is the Way
that leadech to Life, and few there be that

find



Moles apa Auiun. 2 3’"

find ie. ‘The way in which they are now
walking, it leads dire@tly to the Chambers
of Death, & if they continue a little longer
in it they muft lie down in Sorrow, and in
Fell lift up their eyes being in Torment;
GOD is leading fome to a State of Everlaft«
ing Mifery, wherein the Glory of his Juitice
will Shine forth with the greateft Splendour.
And how Irrefiftable is his Power?P/al..1 39.
7. === %0+ Amos. 9. 1.~=- 4, And how Infup-
portable his Anger? Exz<k 22. 14, Repen-
tance and Faith, which are Abfolutely ne-
cefiry to preven: their coming in to that
Place of Torment, are mot in their own
Power, and whether GOD will give this to
them is altogether an uncertainty. .

PROP. V11, In leading his People, GO D
uleth the Muinifiry of Civil and Ecclefiaflical
Rklf?‘.’o )

such were Mofes and daron mentioned
in the Text ; they were Guides, Overfeers
and Rulersto Ifrael. Affes was a €ivil Ru~
ler, he was Ifrael’s Law- giver & Judge, their
Governour and Captain General, he fat
Chief among them at the Council Board, in
the Camp and on the Bench, he chofe out
their way and dwelt as a King in the Army.
Aaron was an Ecclefiaftical Ruler, the Saint
of the LORD;as he isDcalled, Pfal, 306: li
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A Perfon fet apart for the Sacred Offices
He was their High Prieft and Chief Ruler
of GOD’s Houfe, who was Confecrated to
burn Incenf”, to carry the Blood of the Sa-
erifice into the Holy of Holies, into which
place none but the High Prieft might enter,
ard he but once in the Year. Now it was
by the hand of thefe Men that GOD led

Ifrael. Axd by the Miniftry of thefe Two

Orders of men he continueth to lead his
People. And GOD’s leading his People by
the Miniftry of fuch Rulers, it involves fe.
veral things in ir, which may briefly be
hinted, viz. His Inftituting both the Civil
and Sacred Office, His Stating and Fixing
the Bounds ot thefe Offices, His calling
Men to Execute themq, Hic qualifying them
for the Work of thefe Offices, And his
Concurring wich them in it.

Y. Hi Inftituting both the Ciwil and Sicred
Offices  If the Queftion which our Saviour
p:t to the Chiet Prieftsand Elders of the
~ People concerning Fobn’s Bapti{m, be Pro-
pounded with regard to eicher of thefe,
Whence wasittrom #leaven cr of Men ?
fMat, 21, 25. We have an Anfwer ready at
hand in the Scriprures of l'ruth ~ The
Di2ine Original of Govers» eat both in the
State and in the Cbu:ci, is there clearly

| | aferced,

l
|
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afferted, thac of the former, Prov. 8. 15, 16¢
Rom. 13. 1, that of the latcer. Epk. 4.8 1Cor-
12. 28. |

2 His Stating and Fixing the Bounds of thefe
Ofices. They are diftintt in their Nacure,
End and Rule, annd each hath its appropriate
work, to be attended only by thnfe that are
in it, 2 Chron. 19. 11. The Civil Magiftrate
hath no right toa& Officially in the Church,
2 Chron, 26. 18. Nor hath the Minifter of
the Gofpel,as fuch,any thing to doin Civil
matters, Luk, 12.22.2 Tim, 2. 4.

3. Hi chufing and calling Mento Execute
the[e Offices. - Mofes and Aaron did not u-
furp theAuthority which they exercifed over
the Children of Ifrael ; but had their Com-
miffion from the Fountain of All Power.
Pfal. 10¢. 26. Fe fent Mofes bis Ser vant, and
Asron whows be bad Chofen. And tho’ GOB
doth ot always fo immediately call Men to
thefe Offices, but leaves his People to their
own Methods of Chufing and Eleting their
Rulers, yet his Providence is to be feen and
acknowledged in all their Preferments. Pfal.
~5+ 6,7, Promotion cometh neither from the
Eaft, nor from the Weft, mor from the South,
bat GO D is the Fudge, be putteth down one and
[etseth ap another, He hath more than a Ne-
gative in all the Choices thas are made, tho”

T D2 | the
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the Votes are caft into the. Box, as the 1 at
is into the Lap, yet the whole dijpoling
thereof is of the LORB,

4. His Q_uliy"ying Men far their Cffices.
When ever GOD calleth a Perfon to Lije-
cute an Office of -one kind or other, he zl-
 ways either Antecedently or at the Time,
infome meIfure fits them for it. There s
indeed a wide difference between fome and
others as to the kind or degree of gifts with
which they are endowed. Among Civil Ru-
lers a1l have not the Meeknefs of Mofes, the
. Zieal of Phiness, the Piety of David, the Wif-
dom of Soomon, 8c. And among thofe of
the Sacred Order, every ome hath not the
gifts ofa Peter,a Paxl or an Apolles. Al
are not Prophets, all are not Apoftles, all
are not Evangelifts, all donot {peak with
ZTongues, &c. However GOD takes ¢are in
fome meafure to furnifh wich fuitable qua-
iifications fuch as he calls to Office. When
Saxl was Anointed King over ifrael he had
another Heart given him. 1Ssm.10.9 When
the Sanbedrim the great Council of the Na-
tion was to be formed, the Elet members
of it were ordered vo wait at the Doer of
the Tabernacle,that GOD might put bis
Spirit upon them. Num. 1r1. 19+ And tho’
th= College of the Apoftles was Erefled in
~euy Savicur’s Life time, had deen Trained
up
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up under his own Miniftry, and after his
Refurre&tion were more fully inftruted in
the affairs of his Kingdom, vet before they
are fent forth to Execute their Commifiion
among all Nations, they are bid to tarry at
Jerufalem for the gitc of ehe Father, Afts1.4.

5. Hus Concurring with thems im the Work of
their Office.  As there isa general concourfe
of the firft and univerfal Caufe wich all che
alts and operation of fecond and particular
Caufes, So there is a fpecial one with thofe
of reaforable Creatures, A% 17. 28.and o
of the Rulers of his People. He was with
Mofes, Fofbua, David, and others, and that in
way of Co-operation, ¥ Sam. 14,48. Mark
14. 20. and hereupon depends-the fuccefs of
all their Counfels and Adminiftrations, Pfalk
137. 1, 2. Except the LORD Busld the Houfe
they Labour in vain that Buildit 5 except the
LORD keep the City the Watch-man waketh bus
in vain, &c. What is here faid of the Men
of thofe Occupations,is true of all other un<
der-agents to Divine Providence ; and fo of
the Rtilers of his People in the Execution of
their Offices, except the LORD be with
them they will Labour in vain. Now GOD’s
Concurring with them, it Imports his ex-
citing and drawing into exercife the Prin-
ciples of Operation which he hath imparted

to



28 Mofes and Aaron.

tothem, his direlting their afts to their
proper ohjeds, and profpering their endea-
vours to the end defigned. And thus GOD
leads as his People fo their Leaders. He
makes ufe of their Wifdom, Juftice, Bortitude,
Zeal, &re. in the condult of his Church.

USE, 1. Here fee the Goodnefs of GOD to
bis People in leading them by tha means,
GOD doth not ufe the Miniftry of Ruleis
in leading his People becaufe he hath any
need of it, to eafe and lighten the burden of
Government ; or for State and Grandeur as

»~

Earthly Princes are obliged to do ;but in

Condefcention to their Weaknefs 8 Inabili-
ty to bear the Brightnefs and Terror of an
immediate Conduét, When GOD appear-
ed on mount Sinas in Clouds and thick Darks
nefs, and fpake to the People out of the
midft of the Fire, fodreadful was the Sound,
that the People could not endure, yea, fo
Terrible was the Sight, that even Mofes faid
I exceedingly fear and gnake. It is there-
fore an Inftance of GOD’ favour to his
People, that he leads them by the hand of
Men fubjelt to like Paffions and Infirmities
with themfelves, whofe Terror need not
make them afraid, and who are capable of
fetting them a more compleat Example than
the Apgels,

USE, Il
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USE, IL Here [ec the Reafonablenefs of
thofe Dutses which GOD regusres of bis Peaple,
with regard to thesr Rulers Civil and Ecclefiaftia
cal. 'Thereis a variety of thefe. As to thejr
Civil Rulers, they are to Blefs GOD for
them, 2 Chron. 2. x2. 1 King, x0. 4. To re-
joice in his Goodnefs to them,P[al, 21, begin.
¢ 144.9,10. To pay them all due refpe&s,
1 Pet- 2. 17. Readily to receive the Impref-
fions of their Authority, Rom. 13. 1.1 Pet. 2.
313,14, Yo Pray for them, 2 Tsm. 2.1,2, To
ackmowledge their good deeds, 2 Sem, §.1,2!
Aéls 24. 2, 3. To bring them Prefents, 1 Sam.
10. 27, Rom. 13.7. And on all occafions to
teftify their Fidelity to them,.Eccl. 8. 2.
Prov. 24. 21. And as to their Ecclefiaftical
Rulers, they are to receive them in the
LORD and hold them in Reputation, To
account of them as theMinifters of CHRIST,
and Stewards of the Myfteries of GOD, and
highly to eftcem them in Love for their
Works fake. Phil. 2. 29. 1Cor. 4. 1. 1 Thef.
5. 12, 13. They are to wait on their Mi-
niftrations, to receive the Law at their
Mouth, and to fuffcr themfelves to be ruled
by them, Mal. 2. . Heb. 13.17. They are
tc Subfift them in their Work, Gal 6. 6 To
Pray for them, 2 The/. 3. 1. and to follow

their good Examples, Heb 13 7. and how
reafynable are all thefe Wuties, cgn_ﬁderi?‘g
the
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the Relation which their Rulers ftand in to
GOD and them. Rom. 13, 4. 1 Cor. 4. 1
2 Cor. 4+ 5. Let then the People of GOD
live in the Pra&ice of thefe Duties,Let them
Blefs GOD for their Rulers, Bles GOD
for your Civil Rulers, confider what rich
Bleflings good Magiftrates are to a People,
Blefs GOD for the Settlement of the Suc.
ceffion in that Illuftrious Houfe of Hanover.
Blefs GOD for the Peaceable Acceflion of
THEIR MA]JESTIES now Reigning, to
the Throne of Their Royal Anceftors. Blefs
GOD for all in Authority under Them who
do worthily in their Places. Blcfs GOD
for your Ecclefiaftical Rulers, lock on them
~ asthe Gifts of an Afcended and Glorified
JESUS, and be Thankful for them. Pray
for your Rulers in Church and State, Pray
for the KING, as they did for him, 1K ng.
1. 39. And all the People faid, GOD Save the
King.ver. 47 Moreover the King's Servants
came to Biefs-our Lord King David, Sa:in,
@O0 Dmake the Name of Solomon better than tky
Name, and his Throne greater thax thy Thrones
Pray for His Royal Confort, our Gracieus
QUEEN, and all the Branches of the Roy-
al Family. Pray for all in Subordinate
Rule, that they may have a Spirit of Go-
vernmént, and the Prefence of GOD with

them. Pray for your Leaders in the Cht;rch |
alfo; -
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al{0 3 in 2ll your Words and by all other ex-
ternal Signs expref. a due Kftimation of
their Worth and Excellency, acknowledge
their Authoricy over you by a chearful @-
bedience to al) their juR Commands, and a
pa-ient bearing of their Righteous Cenfures,
Grawatlly own the Benefits you have by
them, and Liberally requite their good Of-
fices. Put the faireft @enftru&ion on all
their Words and A&tions, and imitate them
iu all that is Vertuous and Praife worthy.

PROP. IV. GO D’s leading His People by
the Aliniftry of {uch Rulers as are well Qualified
for the Offices they are called to Exccuteis an
Fuwiinent Iuftance of hss Kindne[s and Favour
to them, ’ |

That Mofes and Aaren were fo, we have
no room todoubt. Refpetting the Accom-
piiihment of che former of thefe Perfons for
Rule &Government,we have anAmpleTefti-
mony in the Sacred Pages. He had a Li~.
beralEducation becoming theSon ot Pharaocb’s
Daughter, by whom he was adopted in his
Intaney. A&t ». 22 He was learned in all the
wifdom of the Egyptians, who were at this
time perhaps the Politeft People in the
World, to whom the Sages of other Natie
ons reforted tu improve their underftand-
Ings. Befides he had the Spirit of GOD,
BE the
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the Spirit of Prophecy and Government
refling upon him in an uncommon meafure,
This is Implied in what GOD faid to him
~when othei« were to be joyred in Commiffi.
on wich hm Numb v 7, 1 will take of the
Spirir which 1 upon thee, and will put st upon
thew. He wac mighty i word and deed:
Afts » 22. He is h-ghly Cormended, par-
ticularly ror his Fairh. Heb. 11.24 for his
Fidelity- Heb 3. 2 3. and for his Forri-ude
and Courage. Heb 11. 27 for his Meekunefs
in which he excel’ed all others. Num- 12° 3,
and for fevera! otlier Verctues and Graces.
And tho’as much be not faid of hisBrothe:’s
Qualifications for the Priefthood, vec these
are feveral things which intimate a Compe-
tency.if not an Eminency of them. GODs
Cbufing and Calling him to execute this
high Office in his Chuarch, and therein to be
a Tvpecot thegreat Gofpel High Prieft, the
Teftimony which is given to his Elequence,
Exod. 4. 14.3nd to his Holinefs. Lev. 10.31.
that honourable mention that is frequent!y
made of him in Conjunétion wich Moies the
mnof GO ; Befides he Tears which the
w aole Coneregarion drop't inro his Grave,
fhew the f-nte they had ot his warch& their
own lofs in his Death Now GO Us leading
his People by the hand of thefe two Men,
is here mentioned as an Inflauce of his ba-
' vour

-
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vour to them, and foit is o any other Peo~
ple when they ae led by hands alike Skil
ful and Strong as cheirs. -

The Truth of what ‘is here afferted may
be argued from the‘e Topicks,viz. The Need
a People have ot fuch a Miniftry, The Bes
nefics chey receive by it, and the Mifchiefs
which on every fiie break in apon them
thro’ che want of it. |

1 The Need a People bave of [uch aMiniftry,
And for the Demonftraticn of this, you may
be referred to the Metaphor in the Text.
Here you Obferve Ifraci Compared to a
Flock, and if yeu underftand ic of Sheep ;
itis onc of the fitseft Emblems of a People
can readily be pitched upon. Sheep are
filly Creatures, exceeding apt to go aftray,
and as unapt of themfelves to recurn to their
refting Place. They are fhiftlefs & timerous
Creatures, weak and unable to refift the vio-
lence of Raveniag Wolves, and other Beafls
of prey, which hant for their life; and in
thefe refpe@s they are refembled by a Peo-
ple who poffefs atl their bad properties, and
one which they have noc evena. difpofition
to Bite and Devour one anether. You have
their Piture drawn by a skilful hand,Tst.3.3

Bpm. « JQo .
r e E a2 2, The

-
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2. The Benefits which 4 People receive by fuch
a Miniftry. What thefe are, how many and
how great is beft known by the happy ex-
perience of thofe who enjoy them : Yer
may in fome meafure veCollefted from thofe
Significant Names, Titles, Appellations and
Comparifons by which Rulers are diftia-
guifhed from the reft of the Community;
Civil Rulers are Compared to the Founda-
tion, the Pillars and Corner-Stones of Build-
inge, to an Hedge about a Field, &¢. They
are the Gement of humane Socicties, tie
Guardians of their Liberty and Properiy,and
Confervators of Publick Peace and gcod
Order : They are as the light of our eyes,
and the breath of our noftrils, ¢5¢c- Ecclefi-
aftical Rulers are called Paftors {& Teachers,
Watch-men, Overfeers, Guides, Stewards,
& ¢. they are the light of the World and the
Salt of the Barth, I
3. The Mifchiefs which on every fide invade
a Peaple thro’ 1he want of fuch a vnmiftry, And
concerning thefe we are not feft to Randcm
Guefles or uncertain Conjeftures. It we Con-
fider the ftate of thofe Countries where Ty-
rannv, Super flition, and Anarchy carry all
tefore them : How miferable is the Con-
dition of thofe that live in them? How
dreadful are the effefts of Pride, Luft, Ragg,
Avarice,6¢. under which they groan ¢ That
S nothing
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nothing is fecure but all that is dear to them,
liech at the mercy of Cruel and Unreafon-
able men, and is in danger to be utterly loft.
As in l{rael when there was no King, and
every one did what was right in his cwn
eyes : A People in fuch a Cafe are like Sheep
in the midft of Ravenous Wolves. -
-, .
USE. 1 This may teach a Leffon of Gratitude
to the People that are bleffed with fush 4 Mini-
ftry. There isa Tribute of Praife & Thank-
ful acknow legement due to GOD, for all the
Inftances of his Goodnefs to a People, and
efpecially for thofe that are Eminent, and
Confequently for this. - When the King of
Tyre and the Queen of Shebs Congratulaced
Solomon upon his Acceflion to the Throne of
the Kingdom, they took particular Notice
of GODs kindnefs to I{rac} thereinyand Paid
him an Acknowiedgment on that account.
2 Chron.2.12 1 Kin.x0. 9. How much greater
Reafon had the Ifraslites to do fo, who were
the ImmediateSubjets of thatFavour? With
erareful minds, Let the People of this Land,
;"’“.’.':_‘?..’.: Goodnéfs of GOD in giving them
fuch Leaders as have been Rich Bleflings in
their day. And weneed not go far back to
find fuch, even in the highefR Order ; the
two laft Monarchs that Swayed the Britifn
Seepere, King WiLLIAM& King GEorcs,
| ot
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both of Glorious Memories,' ‘ere Eminently
fo Repairers of Breaches and Reftorers. of
Pachs to dwell in, Happy Inftruments in the
Hand of Providence in fuving a Proteftant
and Free People from Popery and Slavery,
two of the worft Plagues that can-befal fuch
a People, & to the Brink of which they were
brought by a Set of degenerate men, alto-
gecher unworthy the Name of Brittons.

And it we call to mind what manner of
Perfons they were by whofe hand GOD led
hisPeople into and in this Wildernefs, what
our Judges, Councelors, and Paftors were,
at and from the Beginniug; we t¢hall fee
Caute to blefs GOD for them, In the Com:
mon Wealth, men of eminent Abilities, ex-
alced Piety, and unblemifhed Chara&ers.
Such as led the People with Skilfulnefs of
Bhands, and Integrity of Hears. And in the
Church,men whofe Lips GOD had touched
with a Coal from his Altar,and to whom he
had given the Tongue of cthe Learned,Men
apt to Teach, able to Convince Gain-fayers,
and to {peak a word in Seafon to the Weary.
And in all Refpelts as well qualified (1., Ty-
be) for the work of the Miniftry,as any v.on
their Contemporaries.

USE. Il It & then an Inftance of GODs Bif-
Pesfure againy b People, when they are lefe
- Depiryts
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Deftitute of [uch a Miniftry and ought accord-
ingly o be Refented by them, Efpecially if this
happens, not orly by the death of Eminent
Leaders, but alfo thro’ the degeneracy of .
thofe who fhould fucceed. It was not always
I{raels happirefs to have a AMofes and an
Aaron at the head of their Affairs, Some-
times thro’ the execution of that threatning.
Jfa. 3 begin. There was a great Dearth and
Scarcity of able men in the Land. Hence
~that mournful Complaint of the Prophet:
Ifa. 1. 18. There & none to Guide ber of all
the Sons which fhe bath brought forth, neither s
there any that taketh ber by the Hand of all the
Sons that [he bath brought up, When this is
theCafe of a People,that they have no ftrong
Rods to be a Sceptre to bear Rule, we are
told it is for a Lamentation Ezek. 19. 19.
Yea the Death of Eminent Leaders, either
in Church or State,tho’ it be not attended
with this Circuroftance, is to ‘e laid to heart
as that of Mofes and Aarcn was. It will
not therefore, I truft, be Imputed to me,
kow unfeafonable fo ever it may appear to
fome,if I take occafion to remind you of that
loxd Call toMourning which was given to the
Eritifh Nations in the Death of Our LATE
SOVEREIGN ; Confidering how Creat and
Wife, and Good a King he was,what a Coms
mon Father to his People, how Tcnd«:;-l of

theiwr
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their Rights, how mindful of their Inteteft,

and withal how iafsly we fat under our
Vines duting the whole of his Reign. When
good Fofiak wastaken off by a Sudden Death,
all Fudab and Fernfalems Mourned for him,
and it was Ordained, in aB tuture Occafions
of Mourning,they fhould renew their Grief

for this, 2 Cbron. 35. 24, 25.

USE. Hl* Let me in a few words remind
the Freemen of this Colony of their Priviledge
ard Duty. The liberty of Ele&ing your
own Leaders in Church and State, is cere
tainly a Choiee Priviledge to thofe who
know how to Prize and Improveit it is
great Pity it fhould be Negleted or Abufed
by any that enjoy it* As you are Indulged
fuch a Priviledge, be exhorted to fer 2 due
eftimate upon it, and to make a good uie of
it. Itis matter of Indignation to Obferve
how Careicfs and Remifs {fomeare in tlis
thing, tho’ the Choofing of Rulers be one
ot the Weighticft Qccafiorns upon wlicha
People Annually meer together ;yet how
licdde do many feem to Regard cthe Bufinefs
about which they pretend to Convene ; and
with what indifferency do they behavein it?
This is bad enough, how ever it is worfe
when this Privilege is bafely profticuted and
improved to ferve a Turp, and Vile men are

Exalted



Mofes awd Aaren: s

Exalted to the prejudice of the Publick. Do
the Guilty confider that they are accounta<
ble to GOD and Men for all the ill Confe<
qrences that arife from fuch Negle&s and
Abufes ¢ Be perfivaded then to do yourDuty,
and to do it in fuch a manner as may com-
mend vou to the Confciences of Men, and
to Him whois the LORD of them. Do
noching thro’ Prejudice or Partiality in this
Affair ; have a juft regard to the Qualifica-
tions of men. What they are you have been
otten told frem this Place. They fhould
be the chief of the Tyibes, Famous in the
Congrepation, Men' of Renown, if not for
their Parentage,yet for theirPerfonal Accom-
piithmert.. They fhould be Mea of ap-
proved Probity, Prudence, and of a Publick
spirit, Lovers of their Country, Friendly to
the ConRicution in Church and S-ate, Dexr.
1.13 Exed 18 21. Moieover, fuch as have
the fear of GOD ruling in their Hearts, this
will be che beft {ecurity you can have for a
f«i:hful Difcharge of the Truft you putin
them. Neh. 7. 3.

USE, 1V. The laft Ufe 1 .intend ¢2 make of
shar lieth before me, may be an Addrefs to
the Leaders of this Pevple.

1. And in the firft place, ( with a due re-
gard to the Diguity %'r their Office, ) l‘ beg

. LAY -
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Jeave to direft it ro our Civil Relers, particus
larly to the Honoorable the GOV RNOUR,
the DEPUTY GDFFRADUY, the COUNL
CIL, REPRESENTATIVES, FUDGES, and
ALL OTHERS citiermddin the Condud
of this Pecle™ iy Fuﬂswt #nd Bretbren,
Our R&qu ftite W»é%; in; thet 'you will ene
denvour, in vour retpcétiwe Garacities, by
al! proper wethdds; to a; prove vour felves
fach 1 eaders to us;#eWe wa- have juft rea.
fen to acknowlege fosbany inftances ot the
Divine Faveur. - And here | would humbly
rewm‘md the *oﬁawmg things,

(!) A frtqmt ”Rcﬁt&on on the end of your

Elevation & gudugcement sbove your Brethren,
What that i softie of the Gentiles,
hath determii 2 with relation to the
higheft in Aut v men Rom. 13.4,

 For he w-the Mm:ﬁ“
The good of a Peoplc
ofa People, their Naturad;
Re'igious Good, is the en'v eur Office.
Nextly, A free ‘and undifiar i joy ment
of thPlr)uﬁ Righrs and Privilegés, and_then
the Flourithing uf Religion, Vertue, Learn-
ing and Induftry amoug them. T hxs is the
Mark Rulers are to Aim at, the End they
are to Reach after ;in »!! cheir Counfels &
Admmxﬂranons, and a due.regard theretd

s

;2 thee for Good.
vooverfal good
al, Civitand
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is verv neceflarv to Dire&t in a Prudent
Chnice of meane 24 a right application of
them. , '
(2) An Heavt- it lLing fenfe and feeling of
the mighty Obligation: yeu lic under to a4 flsady
purfuit of this end  And here, The greatnefs
of the Truft which GOD and his People
have commi-ted tovou, the weight of the
Charge which is}-id up.n you by vour Sue
pream Leader, the Solemnityof an OATH
by which you encer upon vour Oflices, the
Striftnefs of the Account te which you will
be called, with the vsft and everlafting Con.
fequences of it, are iome of the things frum
which tbofe Obligations do Refule, and are
fo many powerfu! Incsntives to Diligence
and PFaithfulnefs. - D
(1) Atender Regard tethe prefems Conftita-
tion in Church and State, Let the Dear
bought Priviledges of this People, bath Ci-
vil 8& Sacred, be exceeding Preeious in your
Eves, & always lie near vour Heares. Thefe
were the Largefs of Divine Bounty to your
Tathers, and a principal part of the Treafure
depofited in their Bands; and the fetting a
proportionable value upon thefe enjoyments,
. and the giving them the preference in your
efteem, would be of good ufe to excite apd
quicken to afl that care & coft that isneed-
ful to fecure the contiauance of them. Pfal.
Fa 137:5:6)

w
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137§y 6. If I forget thee O Fernfalem, let my
Right band forget ber Cunning.  If 1 do not re.

snember thee, let my Tongue cleave to the Roof

of my Mouth; if 1 prefe; not Ferufulem aboy

my ehief Foy. |

- (4) A diligent Infpeclion into the Difpofitisns
anc. Manners of the People under your Cond:il,
This'is needful in order to the providing
proper Remedies for the Growing Evils of
the Times, and the taking fuitable menfures
to Prevent the Rife of others: Withour
this, Rulers wiil not be fo well able to di-
ftinguifh between thofe that de and thofe
that do nor deferve well of the Government
and to be a Praife to the Good and a Terror
to the Bad,by a juft difpeufation of Rewards
and Punifhments. That may be looked upon
as a Politieal Precept, Prov 27, 23. Be thos
diligent to know the fase of thy Flocks, 8 cs

* (§) A painfal Study of the Laws Divine and
Humane, which are to be the rule and meafure of
your Adminifirations,  The knowledge of
thefe is very receflary to Diret in the Ap:

plication of them. The Kings of [fracl

were obliged to write out a Ccpy of che

Divire Law, and toread in it all the days of

“their Lives, Deut- 17 8.

|

(6) 4 prudent, vigorous and (Feady Improve- {

wens of your Authorsty and Ability for the good

of
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of this People.  As the good of the People
1s.the end of your Office, fo thefe are the
princ:pal means by which that is to be pro~
mored,

C 1 TYour Autherity. And by this ‘1
m-=in the Right you have to exert the force
of the Community, whereof you are the
Heads or Chief Members; and there are
two things in which that is to be improved
for their good, wiz. The Conftitution of
Good Laws,and a due Rxecution of them.

. 1. The Confisution of Good Laws. This is
abfolutely needful for the weH Ordering
and Governing of any People. It is not fic
they, #hould be left to do what is right . in
their own eyes 3 they need 2 rule to guide
them and to bind them to their guod Be-
haviour, Nor is it fafe for Rulers to afk
Arbitrarily, and to make their Wills' and
Paffions a Law to themfelves and others.
There fhould be fome fixed Rules of Gos
vernment, and thefe duely Publithed, that
theSubje& might know what Termshe ftands
upon, & how to efcape the lath of the Laws.
And thefe Laws fhould be good omes; and
that they are not unlefs they tend to the
pood of the Whole. And here the Addrefs
miteth upon the Honourable Aflembly,
with whom is the Power of Legiﬂatio% :

- | We
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WeThankfully Acknowledge your Patern|
Goodnefsin providingus with fo many Good
Lawsas we have, and depend upon yous
'Wifdom for the fupplying to us what may
be farcher neceflarv for the prometing of
. Piety, Vertue, Learning, Peace, good Order
and laduftry among us : And do particu-
larly eommend to your care,the CHURCHES
of the LORD JBSUS CHRIST in this Co-
lony, the Courts of Judicature, and Schools
of Learning, and efpecially that of the Pro.
phets, as what ( under good Circumftar.ces)
do exceedingly contribute to the Happinels
“of a People,as being the Sr.-1-plots of Grace,
the Fountains of Juftice and good Litera-
ture. A | .
2. A due Exesution of thole good Laws
whick are Enatted. This is as needful as the
other, and withour it thar will be . of lictle
Avail to the Good of a People. 1 may al-
luge to that, t Tim. 1. 8, The Law u good, if
it be Lamfully ufed. How Good foever the
Laws of a Kingsdomora Colony are, yet if
they be not Ufed, they are like to do but
little good 3 and it they be notLawfully ufed
they mav do more hurc than good. The
Sword of Juftice if it lieth Sleeping in its
Scabberd and be not drawn at all, or if its
Edge be turned the wrong wav, the iflue is
like to be fad : Whereas, on the other hand,
| ARl
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an Impartial and Vigorous application of the
Laws which are made for the Preventing
& Supprefling of Immorality & Prephanets,
the Quieting of Contentions,the Deciding of
Controverfics between 2 Man and his Neigh-
pour, is -hat Tonduceth greatly to the
Good of a People, and may be attended
with very happy Confequences. And here
the Addrefs may be dire&ed 0 the JUDGES
and others who are Subfervient to them in the
Bxecution of the Laws, Let fuch be éxhers
ted to a thorough Difcharge of the Duties
Incumbent en them. As you are the Mi-
niflers of Juftice, Revengers to ‘Execute
Wrath upen them that do Bvil ; labour to
be a Terror to them, bear not the Swerd in
vain, let it be Drawn, and if need fo re-
quire, be Sheathed in the Rowels, & Staine
ed with the Blood of Bold and Obftinate.
Offenders. As you are called te Determine
- Controvetfies between Men, patiently hear
and thoroughly ex2amine the Caufes whieh
come before you, let Juftice come forth in
¢lyour Judgments, and the Sentence Im-
partially pronounced let it be duly Execu-
td, In Obedience to the Divine Commandg
Deur. 16 18,19, 20. and in Imitation of the
great and upright Judee, Fob 19. 14 ---- 17
Let @he Solemn Charge which Fehofbaphat
gave his Judges, be frequently betore yous
. -~ Byes,
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Eyes, and much upon your Mearts, 2 Chron.
. 19. 6 70 ) ’

L z’] Your Ability, Is the other thing to
be improved te this end ; by this I intend’
the Gifts and Endewments by which GOD
hath Qualified you for the work of yeur
Office ; your Knowledge, Wifdom, Cou-
rage, Zeal, and theit as wel) as your Power,
were given to Profit withal, 1 Cor, 12. 7.

(7) Acarefnl Adorning your refpe8ive Pofl;
and Stations, witb & Chesce and Eminent Be-
bavieur towards antd before your Infersors. Tha
good Cenverfations of Superiors, is one of
the means by which they are to lead thofe
below them,And confidering what Influence
their Examples are wont to have, how care-
ful fhould they be to have Confcrences void
ot Offence towards GOD and Man ? Yea,
in the exercife of all Chriftian Vercues and
Graces to fhine as Lights in the Worldl.
This would Endear their Perfons, Facilitate
their Adminiltrations, Embalm their Me:
morics, and Commend them to GOD.

(8) Cenftant, Mumble, and Fervent Prayers
tothe GOD of al Wifdom and Grace, for the
further Qualifications and Affiftances you may
need. He isthe GOD of the Spirits of all

Flefh,by whom they wercFormed,by whhom
- they

U4
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they are Furpilhed with Gifis of every kind
& on whom they depend for all DireQion
and Afliftance in the ufe and exercife of
them. And for thefe things he will be en-
quired of by thofe that want and would
have them .In chis way and by this means,
Solomon obtained Wifdom and Under-
ftanding,exceeding much, and largenefs of
Heart, even as the Sand that is on the Sea
fhore x King, 3. 6. 12 cb 4. 29. 31,

2. This Addrefs with all Humility may in
the nexc Place be dire&ed o the Ecclefiaftical
Rulers of this People, she Paftors & Teachers
of the Chusches of JESUS CHRIST. a1y
Fathers and Brethren, As the HOLY GHOST
hath made you Overfeers and Guides to thke
feveral Flocks, Committed to your Care,
be ye alfo Intreated and Exhorted to Ap-
prove your feives fuch T.eaders to them, &s™
they may have juft Caufe to citcem you
fo many Inftances of his Kindnefs to them.
In what | have Recommended ir the Pre-
ceeding Branch of this Addrefs, 1 have ina
great meafire Prevented my felf of what is
Proper to be offered 1o you : And fhall only
Obierve to you, that you ar¢ no lefs Con.
cerned than our Civil Rulers to Reflett
otten on the end of your Miniftry. Eph. 4.
12, And the Qbiigations you lic undcir l:i(l’

. | u
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fulfil the fame To have a tender Regard -
to t-e Contitution of the Churches, dili-
gently ta infpedt the Srate and Ways of
your .‘earers. Faithiully to Improve your
Minifterial Authority and Gifts for their
good, Carefully 10 adorn che Do&iine you
Preach, wi-h a Gofpel becoming Converfa-
tion, and to be much in Praver to GOD,
as for your People ‘o tor vour felves ;a d
this for the fake of wha: the Apoftle faith to
the Elders at Evhefus in his Farewell Ex-
horiation to them. Afls. 20. 18, 29, 30, 31.
¥ake beed therefore unto your felves, and to all
tbe Flock, over the which the HOLY GHOST
bath izade you Overfeers, to Feed the Church of
G O D, which Pe bath Purclafed with bis own
Bived., For Iknow this, that afrer my departing
fhall Grievous VWolves enter in among you, not
ftaring the Flock.  Al{o of your own felves [hall
men arife, [peaking perver[e things, to draw away
Difciples ajter them s Therefore Watch.  1f you
have lived to fee with vour Eyes, ana- to
hear with your Ears fome of the things of
wh ch the Apoftle here Wa:neth the fore.
mentioned Elders,and on which ke Grounds
his txhortation (o Vigilance and Watchful-
neis ;3 you wiil doubilefs look upon your
ielves Concernedinitc: And have you not
feen fome entring inte the Folds not fpar-
128 the Flock ; who camein privily to {py

out
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out their Liberty, and to bring them into
Bondage. And have you not heard fome
who have rilea from among you, Speakiag
Perverfe thines, Blafpheming the Contitu-
tion and Order of your Churches, denvyirg
the Validity of your Ordinations, and Conas
demning your Minifie ial A&s, as fo manv
Uturpations, who Un church the beft and
greateit Part of Chriltians, and leave you
with the h.ft of your Flocks to Un:Cove-
naited Me-cies that 1 in a flate of tleathen-
ifin, withont GOD and CHRIST and Hope
in the World. And this merelv for the
fak: £ a non agre ment with them in 2
fe v Un- fcriptural Rites and Notiorrs  And
are nat thefe rerve:fe thinzs fpokenon 2
d=fign o dra ~ing away [ i'ciples ? Let then
the mif gu ded Hear and Bigotry of thofe
who Compfs Jea and Land to make Pro-
{cl testo alewnarrow & Charch dividing
Principles, prevail with you to take heed to
your felves and to your Fiocks, and the
racher, Confidering the Spirit of Giddinefs
by which fome of the baler fort ot the pre-
[ent Generation are polle & afied. And
whata difpofition there is in them to puc
tieir Necks under a Yoke which their Fa-
thers were not able to bear. \

Gz ¥o
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To ConcLuDE, Let our Leadsr. Sah
in the Stat- acd in the Cburch, Coniide: for
sheir Incouragment, the Meflage waich tt2
Mot High (entb the hand ot hxs Prophet
to the Chiet Ru!ers of }udah Civitand Eu
clefiaftical ina Tioublows time. Hag 2, 4.
Tet now,be ffrong 0 Zerubbabel,fasth the LOR D,
and be skrong O Fofhua the [on of Fofedeck ‘bg
High Prieft, &e: and work, for [ am with you,
fd}lb the LORD of Hoft:. Thc defign of this
was to fhrengthen their Hands and encou:
rage their Hearts in the work fthat was
b:tore them. And that notwichfianding
ail the Difficulies and Difcouragements
which did a-tend it, and thefe were ne:thet
few nor fmail ¢ This work in which they
were engaged, was a great work; a woik
thit Required many hands. Skiifa', Strong
and Uni ed.a d much We:lth & Treafure
to carrv 1t hroogh, a d in »hich they met
with a great deal of Gpnofition trom within
a1d rom wichout, from 2r teflcd Enemes,
Pretended Friends and IF - 1fe Brethren. They
were men wendied at, by fame, it may be,
tor keir Zeal and Courace, by others for
thir Weakn:is :nd Folly inattemptnz a
Wock of this Nature under their prcfent
Circomftances Zech. 1. 8 sy fome or other
ehey were Defpifed; and Infulisd, Bcna)cg

an



Mofes avd Aaron. = 5§

and Deferted, Threatned and Reviled. Ine
formed 2ginft & Mif-reprefriizi ac wour.
Nebio. 5 4, 7.8, 11, 12. ¢hap.6. 1. --- L
ver. v 7, '8 ,19 Ezra. 4 throughout. & char.
5 eﬂ“c Yet they are bid to beof m‘m
(‘ ourage. And what is fuggefied m the
Text is enough to Infpire the mel Time-
rous withie, | AM WITH YOU, [rith the
LORD. lf GOD be with any, Whe can
Succelsfully be againft them ? My Fathers,
Ifyou meet with Oppofition and Difficulties
in the way of vour Duty, Marvel not at
the matter, let it not feem Strange to you,
it is no more, vou fee, than what your Pre-
deceflors in Office have met with, not ex-
cepting thofe mentioned in the Text. Pfal,
X06. 16 They envied Mofes alfoin the Camp,
and Aaran the Saint of the LORD. This may
relate to the Seditiom of €orab, Dathan and
Abiram, recorded Numb. 16, bew- wilo we |
are there told, with certaiu of the Children
of Ifrael, Princes of the Affembly, Famous
in the Congregat*ou, Mea of Renown, ga-
thered themfeives together againft Aofes
and Aarom, fo that the Confpiracy was
ftrong, botn as to the number and quality
of the Perfons concerned in it. Corah was
of the Tribe of Levi, and might perhaps
aim «; and afpire aftcr the Poxtificace for
himfelf.
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« . himfelf. Dathsn and Abiram were Defcen’

.4 dants from Reuben, Facob’s Firfk Born, and

e

- <'might, it may be, clim the . Chair of

State, by the right ef Primogeniture, ac-

‘cording to the Patriarchal Scheme ¢ If at

leaft that Abfurdity was of fo early a Date,
And afser this which of the Rulers of a
People, can Promife themfelves fecurity
from the envious eff)rts of defigning Male-
contents # However, let none of thefe
things move you, only endeavaur to get and
keep the gracisus Prefence of GOD with
you, and thea you need not fear what Earth
and Hell can do apainft you. He can give
Wifdom & Counfel, Strerngth & Affiftance,
Profperity and Succefs. e i is able to Pro-
teft in the midft of all Dangers, and to Re-
ward you Richly, and will not 'fail ¢o do fo
if you Rule with him and are Faithful with

His Saints,
F I N ~I.' s,
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To be Sold byT GRrEN,at N.LONDoN,The Ele&jon -
Sermons,which were Preach’d at Hartford,in May,
Annually, ever fince May z713. either Singly‘or
Bound together. Oa the following Subjcét-, vsz.

He Neceffity of Religinn in Societies From:
Gen. 20 11 By the Rev. Mr, F. Bulkley.
I)Ra&icalGudlinefs the way to Profperity, From -
Prov. 14. 34. By the Rev, Mr. 8. Whitman.
FRequent Reading the Scriptures,&the CivilLaw
Needful. From Deur.17.18 By the Rd.Mc. F Mofs.,
A Sermon on doing your own BufineflseFrom 1 Thef,
4. 11. By the Rev. Mr. 4. Stoddard, :
THe Firm Unien of 2 People Repicfented. From
P(al. 122. 3. By the Rev. Mr T. Cutler.
Uszeting of a People the mainWork of Rulers,&¢’%,
From 1Tim.2.2. By thelateRev.Mr S. Effabroek,
HOncuring GOD the True Way to Honcur.From
1 Sam. 2. 30, By the Rev. Mr. N Chauncey.
APeoples Living inAppeararce & Dying inReality,

- From Rev. 3. 1, By the Rev. My, 8. Hofmer.

N Effay on Reforming a People. Froaz Chron.
** 20. 33. By the Rev. Mr, 7. Mar/p,
GOD‘S'-i’wvide ¢ inPlaging men in theirStations,

From Pfal. 75.77. By the Rev.M¢ # . Burnham
WHen God has a %ﬁtﬁovcrfy with his Pcople,he
wiil HTueit.FromM;e 6.2.By theRd.M .EWill . ams
OBcdience to the Divine Law. Urged, &’c. From
Ezek. 9. 11, By the Rev. Mc S Woodbridge.
GOod Rulers a Choice Blefling. From Eccl.1o.17
By the Rev. Mr. 4, Mazher. ‘

THe Good Subject’s With. From Fofus 1,17,
By the Rev, Mr. P. Fife. - "
ESUS CHRIST doth Actually Reign on Earth,
From Ifa. 52. 7. By the Rev.Mi. T . Woodbridge.
MOfes and Aaron ; being the Preceeding Sermon.

From Ifal.77.20. By the Rev,Mr.T Burckgugham.

Ow inthe Prefs, A Publick Difputation,

lately had in Lyme, on 3 Topicks, 1, The

Subjects of Baptifm. 2. The Mode of Baptizing.
And 3. The Maintainance of Migidters.




