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Sir THOMAS BROWNE.

¥ H O UG H the writer of the
g2 following Essavys feems to
3% have had the fortune common

Y2 among men of letters, of raif-
ing little curiofity after his private life,
and has, therefore, few memorials
preferved of his felicities or misfor-
tunes ; yet, becaufe an edition of a
pofthumous work appears imperfect
and negleéted, without fome account of
the author, it was thought neceffary to
attempt the gratification of that curio-
a ity
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fity which naturally inquires, by what
peculiarities of nature or fortune eminent
men have been diftinguithed, how un-
common attainments have been gained,
and what influence learning has had on
its pofieflors, or virtue on its teachers.

SIR TuHuomMmAs BRowNE was born at
Loondon, 1n the parifh of St. Michael in
Cheapfide, on the 19th of October,
MDcv. 2 His father was a merchant of an
antient family at Upton in Chethire. Of
the name or family of his mother, I
find no account.

OF his childhood or youth, there 1s
Iittle known ; except that he loft his fa-
ther very early ; that he was, according
to the common * fate of orphans, de-
frauded by one of his guardians ; and
that he was placed for his education at
the {chool of ‘Winchefter.

His mother, having taken ¢ three
thoufand pounds, as the third part of

@ Life of Sir THoMas BrowNE, prefixed to the an-

tiquities of Norwich. '
b Whitefoot’s character of Sir THomas BRownNE I

n marginal note.
¢ Life of Sir TuoMas BRoOwNE.

her
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her hufband’s property, left her fon, by

confequence, fix thoufand; a large for-
tune for a man deftinéd to learning, at
that time when commerce had not yet
filled the nation with nominal riches.
But it happened to him as to many
others, to be made poorer by opulence;
for his mother foon married Sir THuoO-
MAS DuTrTON, probably by the induce-
ment of her fortune; and he was left
to the rapacity of his guardian, depriv-
ed now of both his parents, and.there-
fore helplefs and unprotected.

HE was removed in the beginning of
the year mpcxxiir from Winchefter to
Oxford; ¢ and entered a gentleman-
commoner of Broadgate-Hall, which
was foon afterwards endowed, and took
the name of Pembroke-College, from
the FEARL orF PEMmBROKE then charncel-
lor of the Univerfity. He was admitted to
the degree of bachelor of arts, January
31, MDCXXVI-VIiI; being, as WooD re-
marks, the firft man of eminence gra-
duated from the new college, to which
the zeal or gratitnde of thofe that love

¢ Wood’s Athenz Oxonienfes.
a 2 1t
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it moft, can wifh little better, than that
1t may long proceed as it began.
Having afterwards taken his degree
of mafter of arts, he turned his {’cudles
to phyfick, * and pratifed it for fome
time in Oxfordfhire; but foon after-
wards, either induced by curiofity, or
invited by promifes, he quitted his fet-
tlement, and accompanied his * father-
in-law, who had fome employment 1n
Ireland, 1n a vifitation of the forts and
caftles, which the ftate of Ircland then
made neceflary.
- He that has once prevailed on him-
{felf to break his connexions of acquain-
tance, and begin a wandering life, very
eafily continues it. Ireland had, at that
time, . very little to offer to the obferva-
tion of a man of letters: he, there-
fore, B&ﬁ%d ¢ into France and Italy;
made. fome ﬁay at-Montpellier and Pa-
dua, . Wthh were -then the celebrated
fchools of “phyfick ; and returning home
through Holiand, procured himfelf to
be created Doctor of phyfick at Leyden.

a Woop, *» Life of Sir THoMAs BROWNE.

¢ Ibid.
WHEN
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" WH e N he began his travels, or when
he concluded them, there is no certain
account ; nor do there remain any ob-~
{ervations made by him in his paflage
through thofe countries which he vi-
fited. To confidér, therefore, what
pleafure or inftru¢tion might have been
received from the remadrks of a man fo
curious and diligent, would be volunta-
rily to indulge a painful refletion, and
load the imagination with a with, which,
while it is formed, i1s known to be vain.
It is, however, to be lamented, that
thofe who are moft capable of improv-
ing mankind, very frequently neglect to
communicate their knowledge; either
becaufe it is more pleafing to gather
ideas than to impart them, or becaufe
to minds naturally great, few things ap-
pear of {fo much importance as to deferve

the notice of the publick. |
- ApouTt the year mpcxxx1iy, ¢ he is
{fuppofed to have returned to London;
and the next year to have written his ce-
lcbrated treatife, called REricro M-
prcir, ¢ The Religion of a Phyfi-

< Bingraphia Britannica.

a 3 ¢ cian,’
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¢ cian,” * which he declares him{elf ne-
ver to have intended for the prefs, hay-
ing compofed it only for his own exercife
and entertainment. It, indeed, contains
many paflages, which, relating merely
to his own perfon, can be of no great
importance to the publick : but when it
was written, it happened to him as to
others, he was too much pleafed with
his performance, not to think that it
might pleafe others as much ; he, there-
fore, communicated it to his friends,
and receiving, 1 fuppofe, that exube-
rant applaufe with which every man re-
pays the grant of perufing a manufcript,
he was not very diligent to obftruét his
own praife by recalling his papers, but
{uffered them to wander from hand to
hand, till at laft, without his own con-
fent, they were in MDCXLII given to 4
prmter.

Tu1s has, perhaps, fometimes be-
fallen others; and this, I am willing to
believe, did really happen to Dr. BRowNE:
but there 1s, {urely, fome reafon to

a Letter to Sir KEneLy DicBy, prefixed to the Re-
figio Medici, folio edit.
doubt
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doubt the truth of the complaint {o fre-
quently made of {urreptitious editions.
A {ong, or an epigram, may be ealily
printed without the author’'s know-
ledge ; becaufe it may be learned when
it 1s repeated, or may be written out
with very little trouble : but a long trea-
tife, however elegant, 1s not often co-
pled by mere zeal or curiofity, but may
be worn out in pafling from hand to
hand, before it is multiplied by a
tranfcript. It 1s ealy to convey an 1m-
perfeCt book, by a diftant hand, to the
prefs, and plead the circulation of a
falfe copy as an excule for publifhing
the true, or to correé&t what 1s found
faulty or oftenfive, and charge the er-
rors on the tranfcriber’s depravations.
Tu1s is a {tratagem, by which an
author panting for fame, and yet afraid
of feeming to challenge 1t, may at once
gratify his vanity, and preferve the ap-
pearance of modefty ; may enter the
litts, and {fecure a retreat : and this, can-~
dour might {fuffer to pafs undeteted as
an mnocent fraud, but that indeed no
fraud 1s mnocent; for the confidence

a 4. which
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which’ makes the happinefs of fociety,
1s 1n fome degree diminifhed by every
man, whofe practice is at variance with
his words.

THE ReELiIcro Mzrbpici was 1o
{ooner publithed than it excited the at-
-tention of the publick, by the novelty
-of' paradoxes, the dignity of fentiment,
the quick {ucceffion of images, the mul-
titude of abftrufe allufions, the {ubtlety
of difquifition, and the ftrength of lan-
guage.

WHAT 1s much read, will be much
critictfed. The EARL oF DoRSET re-
commended this book to the perufal of
Sir KeneiyMm Dicgsy, who returned
his judgment upon it, not in a letter,
but a book; in which, though mingled
with fome pofitions fabulous and uncer-
tain, there are acute remarks, juft cen-
{ures, and profound fpeculatlons, yet its
prmczpal claim to admiration is, that 2 it
was written In twenty-four hours, of
which part was {pent In procuring
BrownNE’s book, and part in reading it.

* DicsY’s letter to BRownNE, prefixed to the Religio
Medicy, folio edit.
OF
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O r thefe animadverfions, when they
vwere yet notall printed, either officioufnefs
or malice informed Dr. BrownNEe; who
wrote to Sir K& N e LM with much {oft-
nefs and ceremony, declaring the unwor-
thinefs of his work to engage {uch no-
tice, the intended privacy of the com-
pofition, and the corruptions of the im-
preffion ; and received an anfwer equal-
ly gentle and refpectful, containing high
commendations of the piece, pompous
profeflions of reverence, meek acknow-
ledgments of inability, and anxious a-
pologies for the haftinefs of his re-
marks.

THE reciprocal civility of authors 1s
one of the moit rifible {cenes in the
farce of life. Who would not have
thought, that thefe two luminaries of
their age had ceafed to endeavour to
grow bright by the obicuration of each
other: vyet the animadverfions thus
weak, thus precipitate, upon a book
thus injured in the tranfcription, quickly
pafled the prefs; and Rerigio MEepicr
was more accurately publifhed, with an
admonition prefixed ¢ to thofe who have

€C 01-
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¢ or fthall perufe the obfervations upon
‘“ a former corrupt copy;’ in which
there 1s a fevere cenfure, not upon
D16 BY, who was to be ufed with ce-
remony, but upon the Obfervator who
had wfurped his name : nor was this in-
vective written by Dr. BrowNEg, who
was fuppofed to be fatisfied with his op-
ponent’s apology ; but by fome officious
friend zealous for his honour, without
his confent.

Browne has, indeed, in his own pre-
face, endeavoured to {fecure himfelf
from rigorous examination, by alleging,
that <¢ many things are delivered rheto-
“ rically, many ehpleﬂIOI]S merely tro-
< pical, and therefore many things to
‘“ be taken in a foft and fiexible fenfe,
““ and not to be called unto the rigid
‘“ teft of reafon.” ‘The firft glance up-
on his book will mdeed difcover exam-
ples of this liberty of thought and ex-
preffion : ¢ I could be content (fays he)
¢« to be nothing almofi to etermty, if 1
“ might enjoy my Saviour at the laft.”
He haa little acquaintance with the a-

cutenels of BrRowNE, who fufpefts him
of
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of a f{erious opinion, that any thing can
be ¢ almoft eternal,” or that any tine
beginning and ending 1s not infnitely
lefs than infinite duration.

I N this book, he f{peaks much, and,
in the opinion of DiGsy, too much of
himfelf; but with fuch generality and
concifenefs as affords very little light to
his biographer: he declares, that, be-
fides the dialets of different provinces,
he underftood fix languages; that he
was no {tranger to aftrcnomy ; and that
he had f{een {everal countries : but what
moft awakens curiofity, is his folemn
affertion, that <¢ His life has been a mi-
‘¢ racle of thirty years; which to relate,
‘“ were not hiftory but a piece of poe-
‘“ try, and would found like a fable.”

THERE 15, undoubtedly, a fenfe, in
which all life is miraculous ; as it i1s an
union of powers of which we can image
no connexion, a {ucceflion of motiong
of which the firft caufe muft be fuper-
natural : but life, thus explained, what-
ever i1t may have of miracle, will have
nothing of fable; and, therefore, the
author undoubtedly had regard to {ome-

) thing,



%11 ‘ The L1 rE of

thing, by which he imagined himfelf
diftinguifhed from the reft of mankind.
Cr thefe wonders, however, the view
that can be now taken of his life of-
fers no appearance. The courfe of his
education was like that of others, fuch
as put him little 1n the way of ex-
traordinary cafualties. A {cholaftick and
academical life 1s very uniform; and
has, indeed, more fafety than pleafure
A traveller has greater opportunities of
adventure ; but BROWNE traverfed no
unknown {eas, or Arabian defarts : and,
{furely, a man may vifit France - and
Italy, refide at Montpellier and Padua,
and at laft take his degree at Leyden,
without any thing miraculous. -What
it was, that would, 1if it was related,
found {o poetical and fabulous, we are
left to guefs; I believe, without hope of
guefling rightly., The wonders proba-
bly were tranfacted in his own mind :
felf-love, co-operating with an imagina-
tion vigorous and fertile as that of
Brown e, will find or make objets of
aftonithment in every man’s life : and,

perhaps, there 1s no human being, how-
ever
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ever hid in the crowd from the obferva-
tion of his fellow-mortals, who, if he
has leifure and dipofition to recollet his
own thoughts and actions, will not con-
clude his life 1n {fome fort a miracle,
and imagine himfelf diftinguithed from
all the reft of his Ipecies by many difcri-
minations of nature or of fortune.

T H £ {uccefls of this performance was
fuch, as might naturally encourage the
author to new undertakings. A gentle-
man of Cambridge, * whofe name was
MERRYWEATHER, turned it not ine-
legantly into Latin; and from his ver-
fion it was again tranflated into Italian,
German, Dutch, and French; and at
Strafburg the Latin tranflation was pub-
hihed with large notes, by Lenuus
Nicolaus Moltfarius. Of the Englith an-
notations, which 1in all the editions from
MDCXLIV accompany the book, the an-
thor 1s unknown.

Or MERRYWEATHER, to whoie
zcal BRowNE was {o much indebted
for the fudden extenfion of his renown,

1 know nothing, but that he pubhﬂled

2 Life of Sir THoMAas BROWNE.
a
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a fmall treatife for the inftru&ion of
young perfons 1n the attainment of
a Latin ftile. He printéd his tranila-
tion in Holland with fome difficulty @
'The firft printer to whom he oftered it,
carried it to SarLmAasius, ¢ who laid it
‘“ by ({ays he) in itate for three months,”
and then difcouraged its publication: it
was afterwards 1e]e&ed by two other
printers, and at laft was received by
Hacxk1ius.

TuE peculiarities of this book raifed
the author, as i1s ufual, many admirers
and many enemies; but we know not
of more than one profefled aniwer,
written under Ythe title of ¢¢ Medicus
““ medicatus,” by ALEXANDER Ross,
which was univerfally neglected by the
world.

A 1 the time when this book was
publifhed, Dr. BRownNE refided at Nor-
wich, where he had fettled in mpcxxx VI,
by © the perfuafion of Dr. LusHINGTON

a MerrRvWEATHER’s letter, inferted in the life of
Sir TuomMmas BrowNE.

b J.ife of Sir T'HomMAas BRoWNE.

¢ Woob's Athena Oxonlenfes,

his
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his tutor, who was then reftor of Barn-
ham Weltgate in the neighbourhood.
It is recorded by Woopn, that his prac-
tice was very extenfive, and that many
patients reforted to hun. In MDcxxxviIrx
d he was incorporated Doctor of phyfick
in Oxford.

H £ married in mpcxrt € Mrs. MiIvrLE-
HAM, of a good family in Norfolk; < a
«« lady (fays WuiTeroor ) of {uch
<« {fymmetrical proportion to her worthy
“ hufband, both in the graces of her
“ body and mind, that they feemed to
‘“ come together by a kind of natural
< magnetifm.”

TH1s marriage could not but draw
the raillery of contemporary wits £ upon
a man, who had juft been wifhing in his
new book, ¢ that we might procreate,
¢ like trees, without conjundétion ;” and
had s lately declared, that < the whole
““ world was made for man, but only
¢ the tweltth part of man for woman ;”
and, that ¢ man is the whole world,

d Woob. ¢ WHITEFOOT.
I
 Howegl’s letters. g Rericio Mepici.

but
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¢ but woman only the rib or crooked
“ part of man.”

WuertHeR the lady had been yet
informed of thefe contemptuous pofi-
tions, or whether the was pleafed with
the conqueﬂ: of {fo formidable a rebel,
and confidered it as a double t11umph
to attra&t {fo much merit, and overcome
fo powerful prejudices; or whether,
like moft others, fhe married upon
mingled motives, between convenience
and inclination ; the had, however, no
reafon to repent - for fhe lived happily
with him one and forty years; and bore
him ten children, of whom one {fon and
‘three daughters outlived their parents:
{he furvived him two years, and pafifed
her widowhood in plenty, 1f not 1n opu-
lerice.

Brownt having now entered the
world as an author, and experienced the
delights of praife and moleftations of
Ccnfme probably found his dread of the
publick eye duminifthed ; and, therefore,
was not long before he trufted hl'%

name to the CI‘lthkS a {econd time : for
| 112
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in mpcxLvi ? he printed ENQUIRIES IN~-
TO VULGAR AND COMMON ERRORS ;
a work, which as 1t arofe not from
fancy and invention, but from obierva-
tion and books, and contained not a
fingle difcourfe of one continued tenor,
of which the latter part rofe from the
former, but an enumeration of many
unconnected particulars, muit have been
the collection of years, and the effet
of a defign early formed and long perfu-
ed, to which his remarks had been con-
tinually referred, and which arofe gra-
dually to its prefent bulk by the daily
aggoregation of new particles of know-
ledge. It is, indeed, to be wifhed, that
he had longer delayed the publication,
and added what the remaining part of
his life might have furnithed : the
thirty-fix years which he {pent after-
wards in {tudy and experience, would
doubtlefs have made large additions
to an ‘¢ Enquiry into vulgar errors.” He
publithed in mpcrxxirr the fixth edi-
tion, with fome improvements; but

a Tife of Sir T'uoyMas BRownE,

b ]
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Ithink rather with explications of what he
had already written, than any new heads
of difquifition. But with the work, {uch
as the author, whether hindered from
continuing 1t by eagernels of praife, or
wearine{s of labour, thought fit to give,
we muit be content; and remember,

that in all {ublunary things, there is
lomething to be wifhed, which we mult
wifh 1n vain.

Tui1s book, like his former, was re-
cetved with great applaufe, was an-
fwered by ALExaNDER Ross, and tran{-
lated into Dutch and German, and not
many years ago into French. It might
now be proper, had not the favour with
which 1t was at firft received filled the
kingdom with copies, to reprint it with
notes partly {upplemental and partly
emendatory, to fubjoin thofe difcoveries
which the induftry of the laft age has
made, and corret thofe miftakes which
the author has committed not by idle-
nefs or negligence, but for want of
BovLre’s and NegwToN’s philofophy.

H e appears, indeed, to have been

willing to pay labour for truth. Having
heard
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heard a flying rumour of fympathetick
needles, by which, f{ulpended over a
| circular alphabet, diftant friends or lov-
ers might correfpond, he procured two
fuch alphabets to be made, touched his
needles with the fame magnet, and
placed them upon proper {pindles: the
refult was, that when he moved one
of his needles, the other, inftead of ta-
king by {ympathy the fame direction,
““ ftood like the pillars of Hercules.”
T hat 1t continued motionlefs, will be ea-
{ily believed ; and moft men would have
been content to believe 1t, without the
kabour of {o hopelefs an experiment,
BrownrE might himielf have obtained
the {ame convi&ion by a method lefs
operofe, if he had thruft his needles
through corks, and then f{et them afloat
in two bafons of water.
NorwiTHSTANDING his zeal to de-
tect old errors, he feems not very ealy
to admit new poﬁtlons for he never
mentions the motion of the earth but
with. contempt and ridicule, though the
0p1mon, which admits 1t, was then
growing popular, and was, furcly, plau-

b 2 fible,
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fible, even before it was confirmed by
Iater oblervations.

THE reputation of BROwWNE encou-
raged fome low writer to publifh, under
his name, a book called 2 ¢ Nature’s ca-
< binet unlocked,” tranflated, accord-
g .to Woop, from the phyficks of
Macgirus; of which BrownNe took
care to clear himfelf, by modeftly ad-
vertifing, that “if any man ®had been
¢ benefited by 1t, he was not {o ambi-
<¢ tious as to challenge the honour
‘< thereof, as having no hand in that
¢ work.”

IN Mpcrviir the difcovery of fome
antient urns In Norfolk gave him occa-
fion to write HybpriorarH1A, URN-
BURIAL, OR A DISCOURSE OF SEPUL-
CHRAL URNS, in which he treats with
his ufual learning on the funeral rites
-of the antient nations; exhibits their
various treatment of the dead ; and ex-
amines the {fubftances found in his Nor-
folcian urns. ‘There 1s, perhaps, none
-of his works which better exemplifies

2 Woop, and Life of Tuomas BRowNE.
& Atthe end of Hydriotaphia.

his
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his reading or memory. It is {carcely
to be imagined, how many particulars
he has amafied together, in a treatife
which feems to have been occafionally
written ; and for which, therefore, no
materials could have been previouily col-
le¢ted. It is, indeed, like other trea-
tifes of antiquity, rather for curiofity
than ufe; for it is of {mall importance
to know which nation buried their dead
in the ground, which threw them nto
the fea, or which gave them to birds and
beafts ; when the practice of cremation
began, or when it was difufed ; whe-
ther the bones of different perfons were
mingled in the fame urn; what obla-
tions were thrown into the pyre; or
how the afthes of the body were diftin-
ouithed from thofe of other fubftances.
Of the ufelefnefs of all thele enquiries,
BrowNE feems not to have been igno-
norant ; and, therefore, concludes them
with an obfervation which can never be
too frequently recolleéted.
““ Arr or mofit apprehenfions refted
‘““ in opinions of fome future being,
“ which ignorantly or coldly believed,
b 3 ‘““ begat
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begat thofe perverted conceptions,
ceremonies, fayings, which chriftians
pity or laugh at. Happy are they,
which live not in that difadvantage
of time, when men could fay little
for futurity, but from reafon; where-
by the ncbleft mind fell often upon
doubtful deaths, and melancholy dif-
{folutions : with thefe hopes Socra-
Tes warmed his doubtful fpirits, a-
gainft the cold potion; and CaTo,
before he durft give the fatal firoke,
fpent part of the night in reading
the Immortality of PraTo, thereby
confirming his wavering hand unto
the animofity of that attempt.

‘““ It 1s the heavieft {tone that me-
lancholy can throw at man, to tell
him he 1s at the end of his nature ;
or that there 1s no further ftate to
come, unto which this feems pro-
oreflional, and otherwife made in
vain : without this accomplifhment,
the natural expectation and defire of
fuch a ftate, were but a fallacy in na-
ture ; unfatisfied confiderators would

quarrel the juftice of their conflitu-
¢ tion,
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tion, and reft content that Apawm
had fallen lower, whereby, by know-
ing no other original, and deeper 1g-
norance of themfelves, they might
have enjoyed the happinefs of infc-
rior creatures, who in tranquillity
poffe{s their conftitutions, as having
not the apprehenfion to deplore their
own natures ; and being framed be-
low the circumference of thefe hopes
or cognition of better things, the
wildom of G op hath necefifitated
their contentment. But the {uperior
ingredient and obfcured part of our-
{clves, whereto all prefent felicities
aftord no refting contentment, will
be able at laft to tell us we are more
than our prefent ifeives ; and evacuate
fuch hopes in the fruition of their

ownl accompliﬂ1ments.”
T'o his treatife on URNBURTIAL was

added THE GARDEN oF CYRUS, OR THE
QUINCUNXIAL LOZENGE, OR NETWORI
PLANTATION OF THE ANTIENTS, AR-
TIFICIALLY, NATURALLY, MYSTICAL-
LY CONSIDERED, This dilcourfe he
begins with the SACRED GARDEN, In

b 4 which
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which the firft man was placed; and
deduces the practice of horticulture
from the ecarlieft accounts of antiquity
to the time of the Perlian CyRrus,
the firft man whom we a&ually know
to have planted a’ Quincunx ; which,
however, our author is inclined to be-
lieve of longer date, and not only dii-
covers it in the defcription of the hang-
ing gardens of Babylon, but {feems wil-
ling to believe, and to perfuade his rea-
der, that it was practifed by the feeders
on vegetables before the flood.

SomEe of the moft pleafing perform-
ances have been produced by learning
and genius exercifed upon {ubjelts of
little importance. It feems to have been,
in all ages, the pride of wit, to thew how
it could exalt the low, and amplify the
little. 'T'o {peak not 1inadequately of things
really and naturally great, is a talk
not only difficult but difagreeable ; be-
caufe the writer 1s degraded 1n his own
eyes by ftanding in comparifon with his
fubjeét, to which he can hope to add
nothing from his imagination: but it is a
perpetv . triumnph of fancy to expand a

fCant}?
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fcanty theme, to raife glittering 1deas
from obicure properties, and to produce
to the world an obje&t of wonder to
which nature had contributed little.
To this ambition, perhaps, we owe the
I'rogs of HomeR, the Gnat and the Bees
of Virgir, the Butterfly of SPENSER,
the Shadow of WowegRrus, and the
Quincunx of BROWNE. -
IN the profecution of this {port of
fancy, he confiders every production of
art and nature, in which he could find
any decuffation or approaches to the
form of a Quincunx; and as a man once
refolved upon 1ideal difcoveries, feldom
{earches long in vain, he finds his favourite
figure 1 almoft every thing, whether
natural or invented, antient or modern,
rude or artificial, facred and civil; fo
that a reader, not watchful againft the
power of his infufions, would Imagine
that decuffation was the great bufi-
nefs of the world, and that nature and
art had no other purpofe than to exem-
plify and imitate a Quincunx.
T o fhew the excellence of this fi-
gure, he enumerates all its properties ;
and
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and finds 1n 1t almoft every thing of ufe
or pleafure: and to fhew how readily
he {upplies what he cannot find, one
inftance may be {ufficient; ¢¢ though
‘¢ therein ({fays he) we meet not with
‘“ right angles, yet cvery rhombus con-
¢ taining four angles equal unto two
“ right, it virtually contains two right
‘“ in every one.”

Tur fanciful fports of great minds
are never without fome advantage - to
knowledge. Brownr has interiperfed
many curious obfervations on the form
of plants, and the laws of vegetation ;
and appears to have been a very accu-
rate obferver of the modes of germi-
nation, and to have watched with great
nicety the evolution of the parts of
vlants from their {feminal principles.

He 1s then naturally led to treat of
the number five; and finds, that by
this number many things are circum-
{cribed ; that there are five kinds of ve-
getable productions, five feftions of a
cone, five orders of architecture, and five
acts of a play. And obferving that five was

the antient conjugal or wedding number,
he
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he proceeds to a fpeculation which I
{hall give in his own words ; ¢ The
«« antient numerifts made out the con-
* jugal number by two and three, the
<« firft parity and imparity, the active
«« and paffive digits, the material and
«« formal principles 1n generative {ocie-
< ties.”

Tuese are all the tra&s which he
publithed : but many papers were found
in his clofet, ¢ Some of them, ({ays
«« WuiTerooT) defighed for the prefs,
<« were often tranfcribed and correéted
‘“ by his own hand, after the fafhion of
‘“ great and curious writers.”

OrF thefe, two colle&tions have been
publithed ; one by Dr. TenxNison, the
other in Mpccxx1r by a namelefs editor.
W hether the one or the other felected
thofe pieces which the author would
have preferred, cannot now be known:
but they have both the merit of giving
to mankind what was too valuable to be
fupprefled ; and what might, without
their interpofition, have, perhaps, perifh-
ed among other innumcrable labours of
learned men, or have beon burnt in a

{carcity
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fcarcity of fuel Iike the papers of
Perefkius.

Tue firft of thefe pofthumous trea-
tifes contains ‘¢ Obfervations upon feve-
‘“ ral plants mentioned in Scripture.”
Thele remarks, though they do not
immediately either reétity the faith, or
refine the morals of the reader, yet arc
bv no means to be cenfured as fuperflu-
ous niceties or ufelefls {peculations; for
" they often fhew fome propriety of de-
{cription, or clegance of allufion, utterly
undifcoverable to readers not fkilled in
oriental botany ; and are often of more
ninportant ufe, as they remove {ome dif-
ficulty from narratives, or fome obfcurity
from precepts.

THE next 1s < Of garlands, or cc-
“ ronary and garland plants;” a {fubject
merely of learned curiofity, without
any other end than the pleafure of re-
fleCting on antient cuftoms, or on the
induftry with which ftudious men have
endeavoured to recover them.

'THE next is a letter, ¢ on the fifhes
““ eaten by our SaviourR with his dif-

““ ciples, after his refurreftion from the
«« dead ;"
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<t dead:” which contains no determi-
nate refolution of the queftion, what
they were, for indeed it cannot be de-
termined. All the information that di-
licence or learning could fupply, con-
ilﬂZS In an enumer '1t1011 of the fifhes pro-
duced in the waters of Judea.
Turen follow < Anfwers to certain
queries about fifhes, birds, and in-
{fefts;” and ¢ A ]ctter of h’l'WI{S and
falcomy antient and modern:’” In
the firft of which he gives the proper
interpretation of {ome antient names of
animals, commonly miftaken; and in
the other has fomec curious obfervations
on the art of hawking, which he con-
fiders as a practice unknown to the an-
tients. 1 belicve all our {ports of the
field are of Gothick original; the an-
tients neither hunted by the fCEI‘]t, nor
{eem much to have practifed horfeman-
fhip as an exercife; and though, iIn
their works, there is mention of ¢ au-
““ cupium” and ¢ pifcatio,” they feem
no more to have been confidered as di-

verfions, than agriculture or any other
manual labour.

InN
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INn two more letters he {peaks of
‘“ the cymbals of the Hebrews,” but
without any fatisfactory determination ;
and of ¢ repalick or gradual verfes,”
that is, of verfes beginning with a word
of one f{yllable, and proceeding by
words of which each has a fyllable more
than the former; as,
¢« O Deus, xterna {tationis conciliator.
A USONIUS.
and, after his manner, pur{uing the hint,
he mentions many other reftrained me-
thods of verfifying, to which induftri-
ous lgnorance has {fometimes voluntarily
fubjected itfelf.
H 1s next attempt 1s ¢ On languages,
““ and particularly the Saxon tongue.”
He difcourfes with great learning, and
cgenerally with great juftnefs, of the de-
rivation and changes of languages; but,
like other men of multifarious learning,
he receives fome notions without exami-
nation. Thus he obierves, according
to the popular opinion, that the Spa-
niards have retained {o much Latin, as
to be able to compole f{entences that
{hall be at once gramatically Latin and

Caftilian
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Caftilian : this will appear very unlikely
to a man that confiders the Spanifly ter-
minations ; and HowzxL, who was emi-
nently skilful in the three provincial lan-
cuages, declares, that after many eiflays
he never could eftect it.

Tue principal defign of this lctter,
is to thew the affinity between the mo-
dern Englifh and the antient Saxon ; and
he obferves, very rightly, that ¢ though
‘“« we have borrowed many {ubitantives,
< adjectives, and fome verbs, from the
«“ I'rench; yet the great body of nu-
«“ merals, auxiliary verbs, articles, pro-
‘“ nouns, adverbs, conjunctions, and
‘“ prepofitions, which are the diflin-
‘“ guithing and lafting parts of a lan-
‘“ guage, remain with us from the
¢ Saxon,”

T o prove this pofition more evident-
iy, he has drawn up a fhort difcourfe of
fix paragraphs, in Saxon and Englih ;
of which every word is the {fame in both
languages, excepting the terminations
and orthography. The words are, in-
deed, Saxon, but the phrafeology is
Englifth ; and, I think, would not have

been
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been underitood by BEDE or ALFRIC,
notwithi{tanding the confidence of our
author. He has, however, {ufficiently
proved his pofition, that the Englifth re-
{embles its parental language, more than
any modern European dialect.

TuERE remain five traéts of this col-
leGtion yet unmentioned ; one < Of ar-
<« tificial hills, mounts, or burrows, In
<« England ;” in reply to an interrogato-
ry letter of E. D. whom the writers of
EioGraPHIA BRITANNICA {uppole to
be, if rightly printed, W. D. or Sir
WirtriaM DucgbpALE, one of BROWNE’s
correfpondents.  Thefe are declared by
BrowNE, 1n concurrence, I think, with
all other antiquarians, to be for the moft
part funeral monuments. He proves,
that both the Danes and Saxons buried
their men of eminence under piles of
earth, ¢ which admitting ({fays he) nei-
¢ ther ornament, epitaph, nor infcrip-
‘“ tion, may, if earthquakes {pare them,
‘« outlaft other monuments: obelifks
‘“ have their term, and pyramids will
¢« tumble; but thefe mountainous mo-

‘“ numents may ftand, and are like
¢C to
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¢« to have the fame period with the
¢ earth.”

I~ the next, he anfwers two geo-
graphical queftions; one concerning
Troas, mentioned in the Acts and Epi-
ftles of St. Pavr, which he determines
to be the city built near the antient
Ilium; and the other concerning the
dead fea, of which he gives the fame

account with other writers.
ANoTHER letter treats ¢ Of the an-

‘“ {wers of the oracle of Apollo at Del-
*“ phos, to Creefus king of Lydia.” In
this tra&t nothing deferves notice, more
than that BRowNE confiders the oracles
as evidently and indubitably fupernatural,
and founds all his difquifition upon that
poftulate. He wonders why the phyfio-
logifts of old, having fuch means of in-
{truction, did not inquire into the fe-
crets of nature: but judicioufly con-
cludes, that fuch queitions would pro-

bably have been vain ; ¢ for, in matters
‘“ cognoicible, and formed for our dif-

‘“ quifition, our Iinduftry muft be our
““ oracle, and reafon our Apollo.”

s THE
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TH E pileces that remain are, ¢ A pro-
““ phecy concerning the future {tate of
¢« {everal nations;”’ in which Brownr

- plainly difcovers his expectation to be

- the fame with that entertained lately
with more confidence by Dr. BErxrrey,

- <¢ that America will be the {eat of the
‘““ fiftth empire:” and ¢ Mufeum clau-
¢« fum, five Ribliotheca abfcondita;”
in which the author amufes himielf
with imagining the exiftence of books

- and curiofities, either never in being, or
irrecoverably loft.

THESE -pleces I have recounted as
they are ranged in TENNISON’s collec-
tion, becaufe the editor has given no ac-
count of the time at which any of them
were written. Some of them are of
little value, more than as they gratify

-the mind with the picture of .a great
icholar, turning his learning into-amufe-
-ment; or thew, upon how great a variety
-of enquiries the fame mind has been
fuccefsfully employed.

TuEe other collection of his pofthu-
mous pleces, publithed in oftavo, Lon-
don MDccxxII, contains ‘ Reperto-

' ““ rium ;
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¢ yium ; or fome account of the tombs
<« and monuments in the cathedral of
<« Norwich;”’ where, as TENNISON Ob-
ferves, there 1§ not matter proportionate
to the {kill of the Antiquary.

Tur other pieces are, “ Anf{wers to
<« Sir WirriaM DUGDALE’s enquiries
« about the fens; A letter concerning
<« Ireland; Another relating to wurns
<« newly difcovered ; Some fhort ftric-
<« tures on different {ubjelts;” and < A:
« letter to a friend on the death of his
« intimate friend,” publifhed fingly by
the author’s fon 1in Mbpcxc.

THERE 1s 1nferted, in the Biocgra-
PHIA BRITANNICA, ¢ A letter con-
¢« taining inftructions for the ftudy of
<« phyfick;” which, with the Essavys
here offered to the public, completes the
works of Dr. BrRownNE.

T o the life of this learned man, there
remains little to be added, but that in
MDCLxXV he was chofen honorary fellow
of the college of phyficians, as a man,
“ Virtute et literis ornatiffiimus, — emi-
‘“ nently embellithed with literature and
¢ virtue :” and, in MDCLXXxI, received,

¢ 2 at
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at Norwich, the honour of knighthoaod
from CuarrEes I1; a prince, who with
many frailties and vices, had yet fkill to
difcover excellence, and virtue to re-
ward it, with fuch honorary diftin¢tions
at leaft as coft him nothing, yet con-
ferred by a king fo judicious and fo
much beloved, had the power of giving

merit new luftre and greater popularity.
Tuvus he lived in high reputation;

tiil in his feventy-fixth year he was feiz-
ed with a colick, which, after having
tortured him about a week, put an end
to his life at Norwich, on his birthday,
O&ober 1g, MpcLxxxII. * Some of his
lalt words were exprefiions of {ubmiffion

to the will of G O D, and fearlefnefs of

death.
H e lies buried in the church of St.

Peter, Mancroft, in Norwich, with this
infcription on a mural monument, placed

on the fouth pillar of the altar :

2 BRowNE’s Remains. WHITEFQOT,

M. S.



Sir TuoMASsS BROWNE.  XXXVil

' M. S.
Hic fitus et THOMAS BROWNE, M. D.

Et Miles.
A° 1605. Londini natus
Generofa Familia apud Upton
In agro Ceftrienfi oriundus.
Schold primum Wintonienfi, poftea
In Coll. Pembr.
Apud Oxonienfes bonis literis
Haud leviter imbutus
In urbe hic Nordovicen{i medicinam
Arte egregia, & fzlici fuccefiu profefius,
Scriptis quibus tituli, REricio Mepi1ct
Et Pseubpopoxia ErPpineEmica aliffque
Per Orbem notiffimus.
Vir Prudentifimus, Integerrimus, Do&iffimus;
Obiit Oétobr. 19. 1682.
Pie pofuit meftifima Conjux
Da, Doroth. Br.

Near the Foot of this Pillar
Lics Sir Thomas Browne, Kt.and Doétor in Phyfick,
Authorof Religio Medici, and other Learned Books,
Who practic’d Phyfick in this City 46 Years,

And died Octr. 1682, in the 77 Year of his Age.
In Memory of whom
‘Dame Dorothy Browne, who had bin his AfetionateWife
47 Years, caufed this Monument to be Erc&ed.

¢ 3 B E-



XXXVIii The L1 FE of

Besipes his lady, who died in
MpcLxxxVv, he left a fon and three
daughters. Of the daughters nothing
very remarkable is known ; but his {on,
EDwARD BROWNE, requires a particu-
tar mention. .

HE was born about the year mpcxrir;
and after having pafied through the claf-
{fes of the {chool at Norwich, became
bachelor of phyfick at Cambridge; and
afterwards removing to Merton-College
in Oxford, was admuitted there to the
fame degree, and afterwards made a
do&or. In mpcrxviir he vifited part
of Germany; and in the year following
made a wider excurfion into Auftria,
Hungary, and Theflaly; where the
Turkifh Sultan then kept his court at
Lariffa. He afterwards paffed through
Jtaly. His 1kill in natural hiftory made
‘him particularly attentive to mines and
metallurgy. Upon his return he pub-
lithed an account of the countries thro’
which he had pafled; which I have
heard commended by a learned travel-
let, who has vifited many places after
him, as written with f{crupulous and

| " exact
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exalt Velacny,, {uch as is fcarcely to be
found in any other book of the fame
kind. But whatever it may contrnibute
to the inftruction of a naturalift, I can-
not recommend it as likely to give much
pleafure to common readers: for whe-
ther it be, that the world is very uni-
form, and therefore he who 1s refolved
to adhere to truth, will have few novel-
ties to relate; or that Dr. Browne was,
by the train of his ftudies, led. to en-
quire moft after thofe things, by which.
the greateft part of mankind is little af-
fected ; a great part of his book {eems
to contain very unimportant accounts of
his pafiage from one place where he faw
little, to another where he {aw no.
more.

U p o~ his return, he pracifed phy-
fick in London; was made phyfician
firft to CHARLL‘S 1I, and afterwards
11 MDCLXXXII to St Bartholomew’s
hofpital.  About the fame time he join-
ed his name to thofe of many other
eminent men, in * A tranflation of Plu-
“ tarch’s hwe&, 7 He was firft cenfor,
then eleC, and treafurer of the f‘ollcge

C 4 cf
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of phyficians; of which in mpccv he
was chofen preﬁdent and held his of-
fice, till in mpceviir he died in a de-
gree of eftimation fuitable to a man
fo varioufly aécomplithed, that King
CuARLES had honoured him with this
panegyrick, that ¢ He was as learned
‘“ as any of the college, and as well-
““ bred as any of the court.”

O F every great and eminent charac-
ter, part breaks forth into publick v1ew,
and part lies hid in domeftick privacy.
Thofe qualities which have been exert-
ed in any known and lafting perform-
ances, may, at any diftance of time, be
traced and eftimated ; but filent excel-
lencies are foon forgotten; and thofe
minute peculiarities which difcriminate
every man from all others, if they are
not recorded by thofe whom perfonal
knowledge enabled to obferve them, are
zrrecoverably loft. This mutilation of
character muft have happened, among
many others, to Sir THoMAs BROWNE,
had it not been delineated by his friend

Mr, WHITEFOOT, who ¢ efteemed it

¥
b an
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¢ an efpecial favour of Provibrnce,
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to have had a particular acquaintance
with him for two thirds of his life.”

Part of his obfervations I fthall, there~
fore, copy. |
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‘“« For a charader of his perfon, his
complexion and hair was aniwerable
to his name; his ftature was mode-
rate, and habit of body neither fat
nor lean, but éua'épx@-.
«« I~ his habit of clothing, he had
an averfion to all finery, and affeted
plainnefs, both in the fafhion and
ornaments. He ever wore a cloke, or
boots, when few others did. He
kept himfeif always very warm, and
thought it mofit {afe {fo to do, though
he never loaded himielf with {uch a
multitude of garments, as Suetonius
reports of AuGusTUs, enough to
clothe a good family.
““ Tue horizon of his underftanding
was much larger than the hemifphere
of the world: All that was vifible in
the heavens he comprehended {o
well, that few that are under them
“ Kknew
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knew fo much: He could tell the
number of the vifible ftars in his ho-
rizon, and call them all by their
names that had any ; and of the earth
he had fuch a minute and exaé geo-
graphical knowledge, as if he had

‘been by Divine PRoOVIDENCE or-

dained furveyor-genreral of the whole
terreftrial orb, and its produdts, mine-
rals, plants, and animals. He was o
curious a botanift, that befides the
ipecifical diftinctions, he made nice
and claborate obfervations, equally
uleful as entertaining.

““ His memory, though not {o emi-
nent as that of SENEcCA or ScalrLil-
GER, was capacious and tenacious,

1nfomuch as he remembred all that

was remarkable in any book that he
had read ; and not only knew all per-
fons again that he had ever feen at
any difiance of time, but remem-
bred the circumitances of their bodies,
and their particular difcourfes and
{peeches.
‘“ In the latin poets he remembred
every thing that was acute and pun-
| ¢ gent;
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gent ; he had read moft of the hifto-

rians, antient and modern, whereimn
his obfervations were fingular, not
taken notice of by common readers ;

‘he was excellent company when he

was at leifure, and exprefled more
light than heat in the temper of his
brain, !
“ He had no defpotical power over
his afteCtions and pafiions, (that was
a privilege of original perfeétion, for-
feited by the negle&t of the ufe of
it;) but as large a political power
over them, as any Stoick, or man of
his time, whereof he gave {o great
experiment, that he hath very rarely
been known to have been overcome
with any of them. The ftrongeft that
were found in him,. both of the iraf-
cible and concupifcible, were under
the controul of his reafon. Of ad-
miration, which is one of them, be-
ing the only produ, either of, igno-
rance, or uncommon knowledge, he
had more, and lefs, than other men,
upon the {ame account of his know-
ing more than others ; {o .that tho®

(9 4 he
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“ he met with many rarities, he admi-
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red them not {o much as others do.
<<« Hr was never f{een to be trani-

ported with mirth, or dejefted with
fadnefs ; always chearful, but rarely
merry, at any f{enfible rate; feldom
heard to break a jeft ; and when he
did, he would be apt to blufh at the
levity of 1t: his gravity was natural
without affetation,

““ His modefty was vifible 1n a na-
tural habitual blufth, which was in
creafed upon the leaft occafion, and

oft difcovered without any obfervable
caule.

“« Tury that knew no more of him
than by the brifknefs of his writings,
found themlielves deceived 1n their
expectation, when they came 1n his
company, noting the gravity and fo-
briety of his afpe¢t and converfation ;
fo free from loquacity, or much talka-
tivenefs, that he was fomething dith-
cult to be engaged in any difcourfe ;
though when he was {o, it was al-
ways {ingular, and never trite or vul-

gar. Parfimonious in nothing but his
¢ time,

. .
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time, whereof he made as much
improvement, with as little lofs as
any man In it: when he had any to
{pare from his drudging practice, he
was {carce patient of any diverfion
from his {tudy; {o impatient of {loth
and idlenefs, that he would fay, he
could not do nothing.

¢« Si1v TuHomas underftood moft of
the European languages ; viz. all that
are in HuTTER’S bible, which he
made ufe of. The Latin and Greek
he underftood critically ; the Oriental
languages, which never were verna-
cular in this part of the world, he
thought the ufe of them would not
anfwer the time and pains of learn-
ing them ; yet had {fo great a vene-
ration for the matrix of them, viz.
the Hebrew, confecrated to the Ora~
cles of God, that he was not con-
tent to be totally ignorant of it ; tho’
very little of his {cience is to be
found in any books of that primitive
language. And tho’ much is faid to
be written in the derivative idioms of

that tongue, efpecially the Arabick,

¢ yet
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¢ yet he was fatisfied with the tran{la.
<< tions, wherein he found nothing ad-

' €¢ mlrable
““« In his religion he continued in

¢ the fame mind which he had declared
<< 1n his firft book, written when he
¢ was but thirty years old, his REri-
‘“ gto Mgpici, wherein he fully af-
«¢ {ented to that of the church of Eng-
¢ land, preferrine it before any in the
€< World as did the learned GroTius.
‘“ He attended the publick {ervice very
¢ conftantly, when he was not with-
““ held by his practice. Never mifled
““ the facrament in his parith, if he
‘“ were in town. Read the beft Englifh
¢« fermons he could hear of, with libe-
“ ral applaufe; and delighted not in
¢¢ controverfies. In his laft ficknefs,
‘“ wherein he continued about a week’s
‘“ time, enduring great pain of the cho-
¢ lick, befides a continual fever, with
““ as much patience as hath been {een
‘“ In any man, without any pretence of
‘¢ Stoical apathy, animofity, or vanity of
““ not being concerned thereat, or {fuffer-
¢C: ing

W
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ing no impeachment of happinefs.
Nihil agis dolor.

¢« His patience was founded upon
the chriftian philofophy, and a found
faith of Gop’s ProvipENCE, and
a meek and humble {fubmifiion there-
unto, which he exprefled in few
words : ‘I vifited him near his end,
when he had not ftrength to hear or
{peak much ; the laft words which 1
heard from him, were, befides fome
expreflions of dearnefs, that he did
freely {ubmit to the will of Goo,
being without fear: He had oft tri-
umphed over the king of terrors in
others, and given many repulles in
the defence ot patients ; but when his
own turn came, he {ubmitted with
a meek, rational, and religious cou-
rage. '
<« Hg might have tnade good the
old ﬁymﬂ* of Dat Galenus opes, had
he lived in a place that could have
afforded it. But his induloence and
liberality to his children, efpecmlly
in their travels, two of his {ons in
divers countries, and two of his

““ daugh-
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ters in France, fpent him more than
a little.  He was liberal in his houfe
entertainments, and in his charity; he
left a comfortable, but no great eflate,
both to his lady and children, gained
by his own induftry.

““« SucwH was his fagacity and know-
ledge of all hiftory, antient and mo-
dern, and his obfervations thereupon
fo fingular, that it hath been faid by
them that knew him beft, . that if
his profeflion, apd place of abode,
would have {uited his ability, he
would have made an extraordinary
man for the privy-council, not much
inferior to the famous PA DRE,
Pavuzro, the late oracle of the Ve-
netian {tate.

““« 'THO he were no prophet, nor {fon
of a prophet, yet in that faculty
which comes neareft it, he excelled,
¢z, e. the ftochaftick, wherein he was
{feldom muiftaken, as to future events,
as well publick as private; but not
apt to difcaver any prefages or {uper-
{tition.”

4 IT
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IT is obfervable, that he who 1n his
carlier years had read all the books
again{t religion, was in the latter par
of his life averfe from controverfics.
To play with important truths, to dif-
turb the repofe of eftablifhed tenets,
to {ubtilize objeclions, and clude proof,
is too often the {port of youthful vanity,
of wihich maturer experience commonly
repents.  ‘There is a time, when every
wife man 1s weary of raifing difficulties
only to tatk hLimielt with the {olution,
and defires to enjoy truth without the
labour or hazard of conteft. There is,
perhaps, no better method of encoun-
tering thefe troublefome irruptions of
{cepticiim, with which inquifitive minds
arc frequently harraffed, than that which
Brownrt declares himfelf to have taken :
““ If there arife any doubts in my
““ way, I do forget them ; or at leaft de-
““ fer them, till my better {ettled judg-
* ment and more manly reafon be able
““ to refolve them : for I perceive, eEvery
“ man’s reafon is his beft OEpipPUsS,
 and will, upon a reafonable truce, find

“ a way to loofe thofe bonds, where-
q! ¢ with
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<« with the {ubtilties of error have en-
‘“ chained our more flexible and tender
““ judgments.” -

THE foregoing character mav be con-
firmed and enlarged, by many paffages
in the Rericio Mebpicr; in which it
appears, from WHITEFOOT’s teftimony,
that the author, though no very {paring
panegyrift of himfelf, has not exceeded
the truth, with refpect to his attainments
or vifible qualities.

THERE are, Indeed, fome interior
and fecret virtues, which a man may
{fometimes have without the know-
ledge of others; and may f{ome-
times aflume to himielf, without {ufti-
cient reafons for his opinion. It s
charged upon BrowNE by Dr. WaTTs,
as an inftance of arrogant temerity, that,
after a long detail of his attainments;
he declares himfelf to have elcaped
‘“ the firt and father-fin of pride.”
A perufal of the Rericio Mepicr will
not much contribute to produce a beliet
of the author’s exemption from this ra-
THER-SIN : pride is a vice, which pride
it{elf iniclines every man to find in others,
and to overloolz in himfelf. As
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As cafily may we be miftaken in efti-
mating our own courage, as our own
humility ; and, therefore, when BRowNE
thews himfelf perfuaded, that ¢ he
<« could lofe an arm without a tear, or
<« with a few groans be quartered to
<« picces,” T am not f{ure that he felt in
himfelf any uncommon powers of en-
durance; or, indeed, any thing more
than a {fudden eftervefcence of 1magina-
tion, which, uncertain and involuntary
as it 1s, he miftook for fettled refolu-
tion.

¢ TuaT there were not many ex-
¢ tant, that in a noble way feared the
<« face of death lefs than himfelf,” he
might likewi{e believe at a very ealy ex-~
pence, while death was yet at a diftance;
but the time will come to every human
being, when it muft be known how
well he can bear to die ;5 and it has ap-
peared, that our author’s fortitude did
not defert him in the great hour of
trial,

IT was obferved by fome of the re-
markers on the Rericio Mebpici, that
““the author was yet alive, and might grow

d 2 < worfe
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<“ worfe as well as better :” it is, there-
fore, happy, that this fufpicion can bc
obviated by a teftimony given to the
centinuance of his virtue, at a time
when death had fet him free from dan-
oger of change, and his panegyrift from
temptation to flattery.

BuT 1t 1s not on the praifes of others,
but on his own writings, that he is to
depend for the elteem of pofterity; of
which he will not eafily be deprived,
while learning fhall have any reverence
among men : for there 1s no {cience, in
which he does not difcover fome {ikill;
ana {carce any kind of knowledge, pro-
fanc or facred, abftrufe or elegant, which
he does not appear to have cultivated
with fuccefs,

Fi1s exuberance of knowledge, and
plenitude of ideas, fometimes obftruét
the tendency of his reafoning, and the
ciearnels of his decifions: on whatever
fubje¢t he employed his mind, there
ftarted up immediately {fo many images
before him, that he loft one by graip-
ing another. IHis memory {upplied bim

with {o many illufirations, parallel or
de-
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dependent notions, that he was always
ftarting 1inte collateral confiderations :
but the {pirt and vigour of his perfuit
always gives delight; and the reader
follows him, without relu&ance, thro’
fiis mazes, in themfielves flowery and
pleafing, and ending at the point origi-
11..111';7 1N VICW.

T'o have great excellencies, and great
faults, < magnx virthtes nec minora
‘“ wvitila, 1s the }ocf fws our autnor,

of tihc beft natures. his  poefy
may be pr ope crly apphed to the {tyle of
DROWNE : u: 1s vigoreus, but mgged ;
1t 15 learned, but pe dc,,.,r'“..ﬂ;’{ ; 1t 1s deep,
but obfcure; it f{irikes, but does not
pleafe ; it commands, but does not al-
lure : his tropes are harth, and. his
combinations uncouth. He fell into an
age, 1n which - our language began to
lofe the {tability which it had obtained
i the time of ErLizAaBeTH ; and was

confidered by every writer as a fubjet
on which he might'try his plaftick {kill,

by moulding it accordmo to his own
fancy. M LT 0 N, in confequence of

this encroaching licence, began to intro-
d 3 duce
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duce the Latin idiom: and BRoOwWNE,
though he gave lefs difturbance to our
ftructures and phrafeology, yet poured
in a multitude of exotick words;
many, Indeed, ufeful and fignificant,
which, if reje¢ted, muft be {fupplied
by circumlocution, fuch as coMMEN-
sarLiTy for the fiate of many living
at the {ame table; but many f{uperflu-
ous, as a PARALOGICAL for an unrea-
{fonable doubt; and fome {o obicure,
that they conceal his meaning rather
than explain it, as ARTHRITICAL ANA-
roGIgs for parts that ferve {ome ani-
mals in the place of joints.

His ftyle is, indeed, a tiffue of many
languages ; a mixture of heterogeneous
words, brought together from diftant
regions, with terms originally appro-
pnated to one art, and drawn by vio-
lence into the ferwce of another. He
muil, however, be confefled to have
augmented our philofophical diction;
and In defence of his uncommon words
and exprefiions, we muift confider,
that he had uncommon fentlments, and

was not content to exprefs in many
words
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words that idea for which any language
could fupply a fingle term.

But his innovations are fometunes
pleafing, and his temerities happy: he
has many ¢ verba ardentia,” forcible
expreflions, which he would never have
found, but by venturing to the utmofl
verge of propriety ; and flights which
would never have been reached, but by
one who had very little fear of the fhame
of falling.

THERE remains yet an objection a-
gainft the writings of BrownN E, more
formidable than the animadverfions of
criticiim. There are paflages, from
which {fome have taken occafion to rank
him among Deifts, and others among
Athelfts. It would be difficult to guefs
now any fuch conclufien fhould be
formed, had not experience thewn that
there are two {orts of men willing to
enlarge the catalogue of infidels.

I T has been long obferved, that an
Atheift has no juft reafon for endea-
vouring converfions ; and yet none har-
rafs thofe minds which they can influ-
ence, with more importunity of folicita~

d 4 1100
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tion to adopt their opinions. In pro-
poriion as they doubt the truth of their
own doftrines, they are defirous to gan
he atteftarion of another underitand-
ing ; and induftrioufly labour to win a
proiciyte, and cagerly catch at  tno
ilighteit pretence to aignify their fedt
with a celebrated name *#.

T orhers become friends to infi-
aelity only by unikilful hotiility : men

d

of rigid orthodoxy, cautious converfa-
' ! religious afperity. Among

t 1s too irequently the pradlice,
to male 1n their heat concefiions to
Atheilm, or Dedm, which their moit
confident ’1dvoc1tca hm.'-._; ever dared to
clatin or te hope. ia*l; of levity, un
wile paradox, an mmdecent jeit, an un-
fcalonable oq,eﬂ‘lon, arc iuihuum, n
the opinion of thefe men, to cfiace a
name 1rom the lifts of CaristianiTy,
to exclude a {oul from everlafting l1fc,n

¥ Therefore no hereticks defire to i’pru 1
Thetr wild orinions hixe thele cpICures.
'or 1o therr ftago’ ring thoughts arc computed,

And otiicr men's 3.11.,111. LJth doubt aflures.

IJAVITS.
Such
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Such men are fo watchful to cenfure,
that they have feldom much care to
look for favourable interpretations of
ambiguities, to fet the general tenor of
life acain{t fingle fallures, or to know
how foon any flip of inadvertency has
been expiated by {orrow and retraéta-
tion : but let Ay their fulminations, with-
out mercy or prudence, againft {light
ofttnces or cafual temerities, againit
Crines never committed, or mmmediate-
ly repented.

Tunr Infiael knows well, what he is
doing. He is ecnde zavouring to {upply,
by ﬂ.un_hom_y, the defcie ncy of his ar-
OUMECILS an:.l to malke his caule lefs
invidious, b y {hewin ey numbers on his
fide : he wiil, therefore, not change
his condu&, till he feforms his princi-
ples. But the zezlot fhould recolle&,
that he 1s labouring, by this fr equency
of excommummu(m acgainft his own
caule ; and voluntarily 'm(imfr {trength
to the enemies of truth. It mufit al—
ways be the condition of a great part of
mankind, to re¢jeét and cmblace tenets

npon the authority of thofe whom they

think
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think wifer than themf{elves; and, there-
fore, the addition of every name to in-
fidelity, i1n fome degree invalidates that
argument upon which the religion of
multitudes 1s neceflarily founded.

M E N may differ from each other in
many religious opinions, and yet all
may retain the eflentials of CHR1sT1A-
NITY ; men may fometimes eagerly dif-
pute, and yet not differ much from
one another: the rigorous perfecutors of
error, fhould, therefore, znlighten their
zeal with knowledge, and temper therr
orthodoxy with CuariTY; that Cua-
RITY, Without which orthodoxy 1s
vain ; CHAaRrRITY that ¢ thinketh no
¢ evil,”, but ¢ hopeth all things,” and
¢“ endureth all things.”

WHETHER BROWNE has been num-
bered among the contemners of reli-
gion, by the fury of its friends, or the
artifice of its enemies, it i1s no difficult
tafk to replace him among the moft zea-
lous ProrEessors of CHRISTIANITY.
He may, perhaps, in the ardour of his
imagination, have hazarded an exprel-

fion, which a mind intent upon faults
may
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imay interpret into herefy, if confidered
apart from the reft of his difcourfe; but
a phrafe 1s not to be oppofed to vo-
Iumes : there 1s {carcely a writer to be
found, whofe profeflion was not divi-
nity, that has {o frequently teftified his
belief of the Sacrep WRITINGS, has
appealed to them with {fuch unlimited
{ubmiffion, or mentioned them with
fuch unvaried reverence.

IT 15, indeed, fomewhat wonderful,
that He fhould be placed without the
pale of CHRIsTIANITY, Who declares,
that ¢ he aflumes the honourable flile
“ of A CurisTIiAN,” not becaufe it is
““ the religion of his country,” but be-
caufe ‘¢ having in his riper years and
““ confirmed judgment {een and exa-
““ mined all, he finds himfelf obliged,
‘“ by the principles of GrAcg, and the
““ law of his own reafon, to embrace
““ no other name but this:” Who, to
{pecify his perfuafion yet more, tells us,
that ¢¢ he is of the RerormeED RELI-~
‘““ gioN; of the fame belief our Sa-
*“ vIoUR taught, the Apostres diffe-
“ munated, the Fathers authorized, and

‘¢ the
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< the M'u'f:yrs coniirmed :” VWho, the’

paladomcm 1n philofophy, loves m (i-
““ vinity to keep the beaten road ;7 an:
pleafes himf{elf, that ¢ he has no taint
““ of herefy, {chifin, or error:” To
whom ¢ where the Scripture 1is {filent,
“ the Church 1s a text; where that

{peaks, ’tis buta comment;” and who
ufes not ¢ the dictates of his own rea-

fon, but where there 1s a joint f1lence
‘“ of both:” Who ¢ blefies himiei,
‘“ that he lived not in the dayvs of mi-
¢“ racles, when faith had been thrutt
““ upon him; but enjoys that greater
“ blefling, pronounced to all that be-
<¢ lieve and faw not.” FHe cannot {ure-
ly be charged with a defect of faith,
who ¢ believes that our SAvVIOUR wwas
‘“ dead, and buried, and rofe again, dnd
‘¢ defires to {ee him in his glory :” and
who affirms, that ¢ this 1s not much to

believe ;”’ . that ‘¢ as we have reafon,
““ we owe this faith unto hiftory;” and
that ¢ they only had the advantage of a
¢ bold and noble faith, who lived be-
¢ fore his coming; and;, upon obfcure

pfonhemcs and .myﬁlcal types, could
¢ raile

—e.
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« raife a belief.” INor can contempt of
the pofitive and ritual parts of religion
be imputed to him, who doubts, whe-
ther a good man would refufe a poifoned
eucharift; and ¢ who would violate hig
“ own arm, rather than a church.”

Tun opinions of every man muil be
learned from himielf: concerning his
nractice, 1t 1s {afeft to truft the evidence
of others. Where thefe teftimonies con-
cur, no higher degree of hiftorical cer-
tainty can be obtained ; and they appa-
rently concur to prove, that Brownz
was A ZEALOUS ADHERENT TO TIE
FAITIr oF CHRIST, that e Livep
IN OBEDIENCE TO HIS LAWS, AND DILD
IN CONFIDENCE OF HIS MERCY.

CHRISTIAN
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G HE Honour you have done
» our Family obligeth us to make
"% all juft Acknowledgments of it:

and there is no Form of Acknowledg-
B2 ment




DEDICATIO N.

ment in our Power, more worthy of
Your Lordfhip’s Acceptance, than this
Dedication of the laft Work of our

Honoured and Learned Father. En-
couraged hercunto by the Knowledge
we have of Your Lordfhip’s Judicious
Relifh of univerfal Learning, and {fub-
lime Virtue, we beg the Favour of
Your Acceptance of it, which will very
imuch oblige our Family in general
and Her in particular, who 1Is,

My lL.oRrR D,
Your Lord{hip’s

moift humble Servant,

ELIZABETH LITTLETON.
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(g I any one, afler be has read Re-

(o) Fa\g

;{"U @é ligio Medici, and the enfuing
NAR NG

2NEY %‘?f Di[courfe, can make doubt, <whe~

e ther the [ame perfon was the
authoi of thenz both, be may be affured by
the tefiimony of Mys. L.iTTLETON,
Sir THoM A S B RO WNs deughter, who
lived with ber father when it was compofed
by bims and who, at the time, vead il wiit=
ten by bis own band : and alfo by the tefti-
mony of others, (of whom I am one) who

B s 7eqsd



PREVFACE.

read the mczhﬂﬁﬁpt of the author, immed;-
ately after bis death, and who bave fince
read the fame s from which it bath been faith-
fully and exalily tranfcribed far the prefs.
The reafon why it was not printed [ooner is,
becanfe it was unbappily loft, by being miflay’d
among other manufcripts for which fearch was
lately made in the prefence of the Lord Arch-
bifhop of Canterbury, of which bis Grace, by
letter, informed Mys. L1TTLETON, When be
fent the manuftript to ber. There is nothing
printed in the difcourfe, or in the [fbort notes,
but what is found in the original manufcript of
the author, except only where an overfight baa
made the addition or tranfpofition of fome

waords neceffary.
JOHN JEFFERY,
Arch-Deacon of Norwich.

PART



SECT. L
T anr® R E A D foftly and circumipett-

%(”% ly in this 2 funambulatory track:
5’5“ “" » and narrow path of ooodnefs :
SIRGRIRSE purfue virtue virtuoufly : leven
not good aéions, nor render virtues dif-
putable. Stain not fair acts with foul inten-
tions : maim pot uprightnefs by halting con-
comitances, nor circumitantially deprave {ub-

ftantial goodnefs.

ConNs1IDER whereabout thou art in
b CezEs’s table, or that old philofophical

pinax

<)

* Narrow, like the walk of a rope-dancer.
b The table or pi€ture of CeaEs, an allegorical re-

prefentation of the chara&ers and conditions of man-
B 4 kind ;
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a pinax of.the life of man: whether thou
art yet in the road of uncertainties ; whe-
ther thou haft yet entred the narrow gate,
cot up the hill and afperous way, which
leadeth unto the houdie of fanity; or taken
that purifying potion from che hand of fin-
cere erudition, which-may iend thee clear
and pure away unto a virtuous and happy life.
I ~ this virtuous voyage of thy iifc null
not about like the ark, without the ufc of
rudder maft or fail, and bound for no port.
Let not difappointment cauie defpondency,
nor difficulty defpair.  Think not that you
are failing from ® Lima to Manillia, when
you may faften up the rudder, and fleep
before the wind; but expeét rough feas,
< flaws, and contrary blafts : and °tis well,

kmd, which is tranflated by Mr. Collier, and a ded

to the medications of ANTONINUS..

2 Pilture. '

b Over the pacificlk acean, in the courfe of the flup
which now fails from Acapulco-to Manilla, perhaps
formerly from Lima, or more properly from Callao,
Lima not being a fea-port.

¢ ¢ Sudden gufts, or violent attacks of bad weza-
ch [1161.. Ty
‘ 1
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if by many crofs tacks and veerings you ar-
rive at the port; for we fleep in 4 lions’
{kins In our progrefs unto virtue, and we
flide not but climb unto 1it.

S1T not down in the popular forms and
common level of virtues. Offer not only
peace-offerings but holocaufts unto Gobp :
where all is due make no referve, and cut
not a cummin-feed with the ALmMmicHTY :
to ferve Him fingly to ferve ourfelves, were
too partial a piece of piety ; not like to
place us 1n the illuftrious manfions of
glory.

S E C T. IL

E ST notin an ¢ ovation but a triumph

over thy paffions. Let anger walk
nanging down the head ; let malice g0 ma-
nicled, and envy fetter’d after thee. Behold

-4 That 1s, ¢ in armour, in a ftate of military vigi-

““ lance.” One of the Grecian chiefs ufed to repre-
fent open force by the ¢ lion’s ikin,” and policy by
the *¢ fox’s tail,™

¢ Ovation, a petty and minor kind of triumph.
ote to the firfl edition, -

within
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within thee the long train of thy trophies,

not without thee. 2 Make the quarrelling
Lapithytes f{leep, and Centaurs within lie

quict. Chain up the unruly legion of thy
breaft. l.ead thine own captivity captive,
and be Cefar within thyfelf.

S E C T. Il

E that is chaft and continent not to
impair his ftrength, or honeft for fear

of contagion, will hardly be heroically vir-
tuous. Adjourn not this virtue until that
temper, when » Cato could lend out his
wile, and impotent fatyrs write fatyrs upon
fuft : but bechaft in thy flaming days, when
Alexander dar’d not truft his eyes upon the
fair fifters of Darius, and when fo many
think there is no other way but ¢ Origen’s. .

2 That is, ““ thy turbulent and irafcible paflfions.”
¥or the Lapithytes and Centaurs, fee Ovid.
b The Cenfor, who is frequently confounded, and

by Pore amongft others, with Cato of Utica.
c Who is faid to have caftrated himfelf.  Note o

the firfl edition.
SECT.
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S E C T. 1V.
S H OW thy art in honefty, and lofe not

thy virtue by the bad managery of 1t.
Be temperate and fober ; not to prelerve
your body in an ability for wanton ends ;
not to avoid the infamy of common tranf-
greflors that way, and thereby to hope to
expiate or palliate obfcure and clofer vices ;3
not to {pare your purfe, nor fimply to en-
joy health: but in one word, that thereby
you may truly ferve G o p, which every
ficknefs will tell you you cannot well do

without health. The f{ick man’s facrifice 18
but a lame oblation. Pious treafures laid
up in healthtul days, plead for fick non-per-
formances : without which we muft needs
look back with anxiety upen the loft op-

portunities of health ; and may have caufe
‘rather to -envy than pity the ends of peni-
tent publick fufferers, who go with health-
ful prayers unto the laft {cene of their
lives, and ¢ in the integrity of their fa-

¢ ¢ With their faculties unimpaired.” .
culties
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culties return their {pirit unto G op that
gave 1t.

S E CT. V.

E. charitable before wealth make thee

covetous, and lofe not the glory of the
mite. If riches increafe, let thy mind hold
pace with them; and think it not enough to
be liberal, but munificent. Though a cup
of cold water from fome hand may not be
without its reward, yet ftick not thou for
wine and oil for the wounds of the diftref-
fed; and treat the poor, as our SAVIOUR
did the multitude, to the reliques of {ome
baskets. Diffufe thy beneficence early, and
while thy treafures call thee mafter : there
may be an 2 Atropos of thy fortunes before
that of thy life, and thy wealth cut off bé-
fore that hour, when all men fhall be
poor ;3 for the juftice of death looks equally
upon the dead, and Charon expects no more
from Alexander than from Irus.

a Atropos is the lady of deftiny that cuts the thread
of lLife.
SECT.
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S E C T. VL
C [ VE not only unto feven, but alfo
-

unto eight, b that is unto more than
many. Though to give unto every one
that asketh ¢ may {feem {evere advice, yet
give thou al{o before asking ; that 1s, where
want 1s {ilently clamorous, and mens necei-

fities not their tongues do loudly call for

thy mercies. For though fometimes necel-
fitoufnefs be dumb, or mifery {peak not

out, yet true charity i1s fagacious, and will

find out hints for beneficence.. . Acquaint
thyfelf with the phyfiognomy of want, and
let the dead colours and firft lines of necef-
fity {fuffice to tell thee there is an obje& for

thy bounty. Spare not where thou canift
not eafily be prodigal, and fear not to be
undone by mercy : for {ince he who hatn
pity on the poor lendeth unto the Almighty
rewarder, who obferves no ¢ ides but every
* day

b Ecclefiafticus. ¢ Luke.

d The ides was the time when money lent out at in-
terelt was commonly repaid,
. Lahad o Fm'ﬂﬂ
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day for his payments, charity becomes pi-
ous ufury, chriftian liberality the moft thriv-
ing induftry ; and what we adventure in a
cockboat, may return in a carrack unto us,
He who thus cafts his bread upon the wa-
ter, {hall {urely find it again ; for though it
falleth to the bottom, it {inks but like the
ax of the prophet, to rife again unto him.

S E C T. VIL

I I avarice be thy vice, yet make it not

thy punifhment. Miferable men com-
miferate not themielves, bowellefs unto
others, and mercilefs unto their own bowels.
L.et the fruition of things blefs the pofief-
fion of them, and think it more fatisfaétion
to live richly than die rich. For fince thy:
oood works, not thy goods, will follow
thee ; fince wealth 1s an appertinance of life,
and no dead man is rich; to famifth in

plenty, and live poorly to die rich, were a

----- Feenerator Alphius
Suam relegit Idibus pecuniam,
Quzrit calendis ponere. Hor.

multiplying
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multiplying improvement in madnefs, and
ufe upon ufe in folly.

S E C T. VIL

T RUST not to the omnipotency of
gold, and {ay not unto it thou art my

confidence. Xifs not thy hand to that ter-
reftrial fun, nor bore thy ear unto its fervi-
tude. A {lave unto mammon makes no
fervant unto G o p.  Covetoufnels cracks
the finews of faith; numbs the apprchen-
fion of any thing above fenfe; and only at-
fected with the certainty of things prefent,
makes;a peradventure of things to comes
lives but unto one world, nor hopes but
fears another 3 makes their own death {weet
unto others, bitter unto themielves; brings

formal {adnefs, {cenical mourning, and na
wet eyes at the grave.

S E C T. IX.

? E RS ON S lightly dipt, not » grain’d
11 generous honefty, are but pale in

? Not deeply tinged, not died In grain.

goodnelr,
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coodnefs, and-faint hued in integrity. But
be thou what thou virtuoully art, and let
not the ocean wafth away thy tincture. Stand
a magnetically upon that axis, when pru-
‘dent fimplicity hath fixt there; and let no
attraction invert the poles of thy honefty.
That vice may be uneafy and even mon-
ftrous unto thee, let iterated good ads and
long confirmed habits make virtue almoft

natural, or a lecond nature in thee. Since
virtuous {uperftructions have commonly ge-

nerous foundations, dive into thy inclina-
tions, and early difcover what nature bids

thee to be, or tells thee thou may’t be.

They who thus timely defcend into them-
felves, and cultivate the good feeds which
nature hath fet in them, prove not thrubs but
cedars in their generation, And to be in the

form of b the beft of the bad. or the worft of
the good, will be no fatisfadtion unto them,.

a That is, ¢ with a pofition as immutable as that of
«¢ the magnetical axis,” which is popularly fuppofed ro
he invariably parallel to the meridial, or to fland e
aétly north and fouth.
& Optimi malerum pefimi bonorum.  F7 /7 edit.

S L CT,
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S ECT X

A K E not the confequence of virtue

the ends thereof. Be not beneficent
for a name or cymbal of applaufe; nor
exact and juft in commerce for the advan-
tages of truft and credit, which attend the
reputation of true and punctual dealing : for
thefe rewards, though unfought for, plain
virtue will bring with her, To have other
by-ends in good actions fowers laudable per-
formances, which muft have deeper roots,
motives, and inftigations, to give them the
ftamp of virtues.

S E C T. XI,

E'T not the law of thy country be the
non ultra of thy honefty ; nor think

that always good enough which the law will
make good. Narrow not the law of cha-
rity, equity, mercy. Join gofpel righte-
oufnefs with legal right. Be not a mere
Gamaliel in the faith, but let the fermon in

C the
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the mount be thy 2 Targum unto the law of
Sinal.

S ECT. XIIL
LI V E by old ethicks and the claffical

rules of honefty. IPut no new names
or notions upon authentick virtues and vices.
Think not, that morality is ambulatory ; that
vices in one age are not vices mn another ;
or that virtues, which are under the ever-
lafting feal of right reafon, may be ftamped
by opinion. And therefore though vicious

times invert the opinions of things, and fet
up new ethicks againft virtue, yet hold thou

unto old morality 3 and rather than follow a
multitude to do evil, ftand like Pompey’s
pillar confpicuous by thyfelf, and f{ingle in
integrity, .And f{ince the worft of times
afford imitable examples of virtue; fince
no deluge of vice is like to be {fo general

but more than ®eight will efcape; eye well
thofe heroes who have held their heads

a A paraphrafe or amplification.

b Alluding to the flood of Noah.
above



| 19 ]

above water, who have touched pitch and
not been defiled, and in the common con-

tagion have remained uncorrupted.

S E C T. XIIL

LET age not envy draw wrinkles on

thy cheeks; be content to be envy’d,
but envy not. Emulation may be plaufible
and indignation allowable, but admit no
treaty with that paffion which no circum-
{tance can make good. A difplacency at
the good of others becaufe they enjoy it,
though not unworthy of it, is an abfurd
depravity, fticking faft unto corrupted na-
ture, and often too hard for humility and
charity, the great fuppreflors of envy.
This furely is a lion not to be ftrangled
but by Hercules himfelf, or the higheft
itrefs of our minds, and an atom of that

power which f{ubdueth all things unto it
felf.

C 2 SECT,
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S E C T XIV.

O W E not thy humility unto humiliation

from adverfity, but look humbly down
in that ftate when others look upwards upon
thee. Think not thy own fhadow longes
than that of others, nor delight to take the
altitude of thyfelf. Be patient in the age
of pride, when men live by fhort intervals
of reafon under the dominion of humor and
paflion, when it’s in the power of every onc
to transform thee out of thyfelf, and run
thee into the fhort madnefs. If you cannot
imitate Jo B, yet come not thort of * So-
CRATES, and thofe patient Pagans who
tired the tongues of their enemies, while

3 ---- Dulcique fenex vicinus Hymetto,
Qui partem acceptzx {va inter vincla cicutz,

Accufatori nollet dare. Juv.

Not fo mild Thales, nor Chryfippus thought;
Nor the gocd man who drank the pois’nous draught
With mind {erene, and cou’d not with to {ec
His vile accufer drink as deep as he:

- Exalted Socratgs! smmmagpee . CREECH.

they
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they perceived they fpit their malice at bra-
zen walls and ftatues.

S E C T. XV.

E E T not the fun in capricorn ® go down
upon thy wrath, but write thy wrongs

in athes. Draw the curtain of night upon
injuries, fhut them up in the ¢ tower of
oblivion, and let them be as though they
had not been. To forgive our cnemics, yet
hope that G o p will punifh them, is not to
forgive enough. To forgive them ourfelves,
and not to pray G o p to forgive them, is a
partial piece of charity. Forgive thine ene-

mies totally, and without any relerve that,
however, Gop will revenge thee.

b Even when the davs are fhorteft.  Fiaf? edic.
c Alluding unto the tower of oblivion mentioned by

Procopius, which was the name of a tower of impri-
{onment among the Perfians : whoever was put therein
was as it were buried alive, and it was decath for any
but to name him, Fz';_'/f cdlt.

C 3 SECT.
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S E C T. XVI.
‘ N / HILE thou f{o hotly difclaimeft tlic

devil, be not guilty of diabolifm.
Fall not into one name with that unclean
{pirit, nor act his nature whom thou o
much abhorreft ; thatis, to accufe, calum-
niate, backbite, whifper, detract, or fini-
ftroufly interpret others. Degenerous de-
pravities, and narrow-minded vices: not
only below St. Paur’s noble chriftian but
a ARIsTOTLE’ true gentleman. Truitnot
with fome that the epiftle of St. Ja mEs 1S
apocryphal, and fo read with lefs fear that
{tabbing truth, that in company with tlus
vice °¢ thy religion 1s in vain.,” MosEs
broke the tables, without breaking of the
law ; but where charity is broke, the law
jtfelf is fhattered, which cannot be whole
without L. ov g, whichis < the fulfilling
¢« of it,” Look humbly upon thy virtues;
‘and though thou art rich in fome, yet think

2 See Ariftotle’s Echicks, chapter of Magnanimity-
Note to the firf? edit,

1:11yf¢lf
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thyfelf poor and naked without that crown-
ing grace, which ¢¢ thinketh no evil, which
¢« envieth not, which beareth, hopeth, be-
« Jieveth, endureth all things.”” With
thefe {ure graces, while buly tongues are
crying out for a drop of cold water, mutes
may be in happinefs, and fing the b Trifa-
gion in heaven.

S ECT. XVIIL
HOWEVER thy underftanding may

waver in the theories of true and falfe,
yvet faften the rudder of thy will, {teer
ftraight unto good and fall not foul on evil.
Imagination is apt to rove, and conjec-
ture to keep no bounds. Some have run
out fo far, as to fancy the ftars might
be but the light of the cryftalline heaven
fhot through perforations on the bodies
of the orbs. Others more ingenioufly doubt
whether there hath not been a vaft traét
of land in the Atlantick ocean, which earth-
quakes and violent caufes have long ago de-

* Holy, holy, holy. Firf cdit.
| C 2 voured,
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voured. Speculative mifapprehen{ions may
be innocuous, but immorality pernicious
theorical miftakes and phyfical deviations
may condemn our judgments, not lead us
into judgment. But perverfity of will, im-
moral and finful enormities walk with
a2 Adrafte and Nemelfis at their backs, pur-
fue us unro judgment, and leave us vicl-

oufly miferable.

S E C T. XVIIL
B I D early defiance unto thole vices

which are ol thine mward family, and
having a root in thy temper plead a right
and propriety in thee. Raife timely bat-
teries againft thofe {trong holds built upon
the rock of nature, and make this a great
part of the militia of thy life. Declude not
thyfelf into iniquities from participation or
community, which abate the fenfe but not
the obliquity of them. To conceive fins
lefs, or lefs of fins, becaufe others alfo
tranigrefs, were morally to commit that

2 "T'he powers of vengeance.
natural
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natural fallacy of man, to take comfort
from fociety, and think adverfities le{s be-
caufe others alfo fuffer them. The politick
nature of vice muft be oppoled by policy ;
and, therefore, wifer honefties project and
plot againft it: wherein, notwithitanding,
we are not to reft in generals, or the trite
ftratagems of art. That may {ucceed with
one, which may prove {uccefslefs with ano-
ther : there is no community or common-
weal of virtue: every man muft ftudy his
own ceconomy, and adapt fuch rules unto
the figure of himfelf.

S E C T. XIX.

BE fubftantially great in thyfelf, and
more than thou appeareft unto others

and let the world be deccived in thee, as
they are in the lights of heaven. Hang

carly plummets upon the heels of pride,
and let ambition have but an b epicycle and
Nariow

® An epicycle is a fmall revolution made by one

planet in the wider orbit of another planct. The mean..
ing 15, ¢ Let not ambition form thy circle of aétian,

. “ but
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voured. Speculative mifapprehenfions may
be innocuous, but immorality pernicious ;
theorical miftakes and phyfical deviations
may condemn our judgments, not lead us
into judgment. But perverfity of will, im-
moral and finful enormities walk with
2 Adrafte and Nemelfis at their backs, pur-
fue us unto judgment, and leave us vici-
oufly miferable.

S E C T. XVIIL

B I D early defiance unto thofe wvices
which are of thine inward family, and

having a root in thy temper plead a right
and propriety in thee. Raile timely bat-
teries againft thofe ftrong holds built upon
the rock of nature, and make this-a great
part of the militia of thy life. Delude not
thylelf into iniquities from participation or
.community, which abate the fenfe but not
the obliquity of them. To conceive f{ins
lefs, or lefs of {ins, becaule others allo
tranigrefs, were morally to commit that

2 The powers of vengeance,
natural
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natural fallacy of man, to take comfort
from fociety, and think adwverfities le{s be~

caufe others alfo fuffer them. The politick

nature of vice muft be oppofed by policy 5
and, therefore, wifer honefties project and

plot againft it: wherein, notwithftanding,
we are not to reft in generals, or the trite
ftratagems of art. ‘That may {ucceed with
one, which may prove {uccefslefs with ano-
ther : there is no community or coinmorn-
weal of virtue: every man muft ftudy his
own ccconomy, and adapt fuch rules unto
the figure of himfelf.

S E C T. XIX.
BE fubftantially great in thyfelf, and

more than thou appeareft unto others;
and let the world be deceived in thee, as
they are in the lights of heaven. Hang
carly plummets upon the heels of pride,
and let ambition have but an b epicycle and

narrow

b An epicycle is a fmall revolution made by one
planet in the wider orbit of another planct. The mean-
ing 15, ““ Let not ambition form thy circle of a&ian,

) ‘“ pbut
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narrow circuit in thee, Meafure not thyfelf
by thy morning fhadow, but by the extent
of thy grave; and reckon thyfelf above the
carth, by the line thou muft be contented
with under it, Spread not into boundlefs
expaniions either of defigns or defires.
Think not that mankind liveth but for a
few 5 and that the reft are born but to {erve
thofe ambitions, which malke but flies of
men and wildernefles of whole nations.
Swell not into vehement actions which 1m-
broil and confound the earth ; but be one
of thofe violent ones which force 2 the king-
dom of heaven. It thou muft needs rule,
be b Zeno’s king, and enjoy that empire
which every man gives himfelf. He who
is thus his own monarch contentedly fways
the {cepter of himfelf, not envying the

¢ but move upon other principles; and let ambition
‘“ only operute as {omething extrinfick and adven-
¢ girions.”

2 larthew XT.

o That is, ¢ the king of the Stoics,” whofe founder
was ZENo, and who held, that the wife man alonc
had power and royalty.

glory
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olory of crowned heads and elohims of the
carth, Could the world unite in the prac-

tife of that defpifed train of virtues, which
the divine ethicks of our Saviowv r hath
{o inculcated upon us, the furious face of
things muit difappear; I.den would be yert
to be found, and the angels might look
down, not with pity, but joy upon us.

S E C T. XX
TI—IOUGI-I the quicknefs of thine

car were able to reach the noile ¢t the
moon, which fome thinlk it maketh in its

rapid revolution; though the number of
thy ears fhould equal Argus his eyes; yet
ftop them all with the ¢ wife man’s wax,
and be deaf unto the fuggeftions of tale-
bearers, calumniators, pickthank or male-
volent delators, who, while quict men fleep,

fowing the tares of difcord and divifion,
diftract the tranquillity of charity and al}

¢ Alluding to the ftory of Ulyfles, who ftopped the
ears of his companions with wax when they pafled by
the Sirens.

fi"l.@ﬂdl:f
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friendly fociety. Thefe are the tongues th:
fet the world on fire, cankers of reputation,
and, like that of Fonas his gourd, wither s
cood name in a night. Evil {pirits may
ft1ll, while thefe {pirits walk about and per-
form the bulinefs of hell. To {peak mor
{tri¢tly, our corrupted hearts are the facto-
ries of the devil, which may be at wox
without his prefences; for when that cii-
cumventing {pirit hath drawn malice, envr,
and all unrighteoufnefs unto well rooted na.
bits in his difciples, iniquity then goecs o
upon its own legs; and if the gatect L.
were fhut up for a time, vice would ftill te
tertile and produce the truits of hell. This
when Gop forfakes us, Satan alfo leaves us:
for fuch offenders he looks upon as {ure anl
{ecaled up, and his temptations then necdl
unto them.

S E C T. XXI.
NNIHILATE not the mercics oi

G o p by the oblivion of ingraticucdc:
for oblivion is a kind of annihilation; auwl

1
W
!\Ji
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for things to be as though they had not
been, is like unto never being. Make not
thy head a grave, but a repofitory of Gop’s
mercies. 1 hough thou hadft the memory
of Seneca, or Simonides, and conicience
the punctual memorift within us, yet truft
not to thy remembrance in things which
need * phylaCteries. Regifter not only
{ftrange, but merciful occurrences. I.et b
Ephemerides not Olympiads give thee ac-
count of his mercies : let thy diaries ftand

thick with dutiful mementos and afterisks

of acknowledgment. And to be compleat
and forget nothing, date not his mercy from

thy nativity ; look beyond the world, and
before the @ra of A p a m.

* A phylaftery is a writing bound upen the fore-
head, containing fomething to be kept conftantly in

mind. This was pra&tifed by the Jewith do&ors with
regard to the Mofaic law.

" Particular journals of every day, not abfiradts
comprehending {everal years under one notation. An

Kphemeris is g diary, an Qlympiad is the {pace of four
years,

SECT,
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S E C T. XXIIL

P AINT not the {fepulcher of thy fulf,

and {trive not to beautily thy corrup-
tion. Be not an advocate for thy vices, nor
call * for many hour-glafies to juftify thy
imperfections. Think not that always good
which thou thinkeft thou canft always make
good, nor that concealed which the fun
doth not behold : that which the {un doth
not now fee, will be vifible when the fun is
out, and the ftars are fallen from heaven.
Mean while there is no darknefs unto con-
fcience; which can {ee without light, and in
the deepeft obf{curity give a clear draught of
things, which the cloud of diffimulation
hath conceal’d from all eyes. There is a

natural ftanding court within us, examin-

ing, acquitting, and condemning at the tri-
bunal of ourfelves; wherein iniquities have

2 That is, ¢ do not fpeak much er long in juftificar
‘¢ tion of thy faults.”” The antient pleaders talked by

a Clepivdra, or meafurer of time.

thelr
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their natural ® thetas and no ¢ nocent is" ab-
folved by the wverditt of himfelf. And
therefore although our tranfgreffions {hall
be tried at the laft bar, the procefs need
not be long : for the judge of all knoweth
all, and every man will nakedly know
himfelf ; and when fo few are like to plead

not guilty, the aflize muft foon have an
end.

S E C T. XXIIL

C OMPLY with fome humours, bear

with others, but ferve none. Civil
complacency confifts with decent honefty :
Flattery 1s a juggler, and no kin unto f{in-
cerity. But while thou maintaineit the plain
path, and fcorneft to flatter others, fall not
into felf-adulation, and become not thine
own parafite. Be deaf unto thyfelf, and

be not berrayed at home. Self-credulity,

b O a theta infcribed upon the judges teflera or bal-
ot was a mark for death or capital condemnation.

c S, st Y Se

Judice neme nocens abfolvitur Juv.

pride,
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pride, and levity lead unto {elf-idolatry,
‘There i1s no 2 Damocles like unto {cif-
opinion, nor any Siren to our own fawning
conceptions. 'I'o magnify our minor things,
or hug ourfelves in our b apparitions;
to afford a credulous ear unto the © claw-
ing {uggeftions of fancy; to pafs our days
In pamted miftakes of ourfelves; and tho’
d we behold our own blood, to think our-
felves the ¢ fons of Jupiter ; are blandifh-
ments of felf-love, wor{e than outward de-
lufion. By this impoifture wife men {fome-
times are miftaken 1n their elevation, and
look above themfelves. And fools, which
are f antipodes unto the wife, conceive them-

2 Damocles was a flatterer of Dionyﬁus.

® Appearances without realitics.

¢ Tickling, flattering. A clawback is an old word
for a flatterer. Jewel calls fome writers for popery
¢ the pope’s clawbacks.”.

d ‘That 1s, ¢ though we bleed when we are wound-

.£¢ ed, though we find in ourfelves the imperfeétions of
‘¢ humanity.”

e As Alexander the Great did, Firf? ediz.
¥ Oppofites.

| felves
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felves to be but their & Periceci, and in' the
fame parallel with them.

S ECT XXIV.

F. not a Hercules furens abroad; and a

poltron within thyfelf. To chafe our
enemies out of the field, and be led cap-
tive by our vices; to beat down our foes,
and fall down to our concupiicences; are
folecifms in moral fchools, and no lau-
rel attends them. To well manage our
affetions, and wild horfes of Plato,
are the higheft b Circenfes : and the no-
bleft i digladiation is in the theatre of our-
felves ; for therein our inward antagoniits,
not only like common gladiators, with or-
dinary weapons and down-right blows make
at us, but alfo, like k retiary and laqueary

g Only placed at a diftance in the {ame line.

h Circenfes were Roman horfe-races.

i ‘Fencing-match.

k The Retiarius or. Laquearius was a prize-fighter,
who entangled his opponent in a net, which by fome
dexterous management he threw upon him.

D COIM-~
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combatants, with nets frauds and entangle.
ments fall upon us. Weapons for fuch
~combats, are not to be forged at * Lipara:
Vulcan’s art doth nothing in this internal
militia 3 wherein not the armour of Achil-
les, but the armature of St. PauL, gives
the glorious day, and triumphs not leading
up into capitols,*but up into the higheft
heavens. And, therefore, while fo many
think it the only valour to command and
mafter others, ftudy thou the dominion of
thylelf, and quiet thine own commotions,
Let right reafon be thy b Lycurgus, and
lift up thy hand unto the law of it: move
by the intelligences of the {fuperiour facul-
ties, not by the rapt of paflion, nor merely
by that of temper and conftitution. They
who are merely carried on by the wheel of
{uch inclinations, without the hand and gui-
dance of fovereign reafon, are but the ¢ au-

2 The Liparzan iflands, near Italy, being volcanos;

were fabled to contain the forges of the Cyclops.
b 'Thy lawgiver.
< Moved not by choice, but by fome mechanical

;BT Pulfe\
| gomatous
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tomatous part of mankind, rather lived
than living, or at leaft underliving them-

{felves.

S E C T. XXV.

E T not fortune, which hath no name
in {cripture, have any in thy divinity.

Let PrRoviIiDENCE, not chance, have the
honour of thy acknowledgments, and be thy
Oecdipus in contingences. Mark well the
paths and winding ways thereof ; but be
not too wife in the conftruction, or {udden
in the application. The hand of Provi-
D EN c E writes often by abbreviatures, hie-
roglyphicks or fhort characters, which, like
the 4 Laconi{m on the wall, are not to be
made out but by a hint or key from that
SeiriT which indited them. ILeave future
occurrences to their wuncertainties, think
that which is prefent thy own; and fince
‘tis eafier to foretel an eclipfe, than a foul

day, at fome diftance, look for little re-

4 The fhort fentence written on the wall of Bel.
fhazzar. Sece Daniel.

D2 oular
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gular below. Attend with patience the up-
certainty of things, and what lieth yet up.
exerted in the chaos of futurity., The un-
certainty and ignorance of things to come,
makes the world new unto us by unexpett-
ed emergencies ; whereby we pafs not our
- days in the trite road of affairs affording no
novity; for the novelizing {pirit of man

lives- by variety, and the new faces of
things.

S E C T. XXVI.

' HOUGH a contented mind enlarg-

eth the dimenfion of little things; and
unto fome ’tis wealth enough not to be
poor; and others are well content, if they
be but rich enough to be honeft, and to
give every man his due: yet fall not into
that obfolete affectation of bravery, to throw
away thy money, and to reje&t all honours
or honourable ftations in this courtly and
fplendid world, ©OIld generofity is fuper-
annuated, and fuch contempt of the world

out of date., No man is now like to refufe
- the
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the favour of great ones, or be content to
fay unto princes, * ftand out of my {fun.
And if any there be of fuch antiquated re-
folutions, they are not like to be tempted
out of them by great ones; and ’tis fair if
they efcape the name of hypocondriacks
from the genius of latter times, unto whom
contempt of the world is the moft con-
temptible opinion; and to be able, like
Bias, to carry all they have about them were
to be the eighth wife-man. However, the
old b tetrick philofophers look’d always
with indignation upon {fuch a face of things 3
and obferving the unnatural current of
riches, power, and honour in the world, and
withal the imperfection and demerit of per-
{ons often advanced unto them, were tempt-
ed unto angry opinions, that affairs were or-
dered more by ftars than reafon, and that

things went on rather by lottery than elec-
tion, |

a ‘T'his was the anfwer made by Diogenes to Alexan-
der, who atked him what he had to requett.

b Sour, morofe.

D 3 SECT.
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S E C T. XXVIL

I F thy vefifel be but fmall in the ocean of
this world, if meannefs of pofieffions be
thy allotment upon earth, forget not thofe
virtues which the gréat difpofer of all bids
thee to entertain from thy quality and con-
dition 5 that-is, fubmiffion, humility, con-
tent of mind, and induftry. Content may
dwell in all ftations. To be low, but above
-contempt, may be high enough to be hippy.
But many of low degree may be higher
than computed, and {fome cubits above the
. -common commenfuration 3 for in all {tates
‘virtue gives qualifications and allowances,
which make out defefts. Rough diamonds

are fometimes miftaken for pebbles; and
ineannefs may be rich in accomplifhments,

which riches in vain defire. If our merits
be above our ftations, if our intrinfecal va-
lue be greater than what we go for, or our

value than our valuation, and if we ftand
higher
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higher in Gop’s, than in the 2 Cenfor™®
book 3 it may make fome equitable balance
in the inequalities of this world, and there
may be no fuch valt chalm or gulph be-
tween difparities as common meafures de-
termine, The Divine eye looks upon
high and low differently from that of man.
‘They who feem to ftand upon » Olympus,
and high mounted unto our eyes, may be
but in the valleys, and low ground unto
his; for he looks upon thofe as higheft whe

neareft approach his DiviniTy, and upon
thoie as loweft who are fartheft from it.

SECT. XXVIIL

/ HEN thou lookeft upon the im-
perfections of -others, allow one eye

for what is laudable in them, and the ba-
lance they have from fome excellency,
which may render them confiderable. While
we look with fear or hatred upon the teeth

a2 The book in which the Cenfus, or account of
€very man’s eftate was regiftred among the Romans.
b An high mountain.

D 4 of
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of the viper, we may behold his eye with

love. In venemous natures {fomething may
be amiable : poifons afford antipoifons: no-
thing is totally, or altogether ulelefly bad.
Notable virtues are fometimes dafhed with
notorious vices, and in fome vicious tems-
pers have been found illuftrious acts of vir-

tue ; which makes fuch obfervable worth in
fome attions of king Demetrius, Antonius,
and Ahab, as are not to be found in the

{fame kind in Ariftides, Numa, or David.
Conftancy generofity clemency and !ibera-
lity have been highly conipicuous in {ome
perfons not mark’d out in other concerns

for example or imitation. But {ince goodnels
1s exemplary in all, if others have not our
virtues, let us not be wanting in theirs ; nor
{corning them for their vices whereof we
are free, be condemned by their virtues
wherein we are deficient. There is drofs
alloy and embafement in all human tempers;
and he flieth without wings, who thinks to
find ophir or pure metal in any. For per-

feCtion is not, like light, center’d inany one
body;
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body ; but, like the difperfed feminalities of
vegetables at the creation, {cattered through
the whole mafs of the earth, no place pro-
ducing all and almoft all fome. So that tis
well, if a perfe€t man can be made out of
many men, and, to the perfect eye of Gaop,
even out of mankind. 'Time, which per-
fe&ts fome things, imperfets alfo others.
Could we intimately apprehend the ideated
-man, and as he ftoed in the intellet of Gobp
upon the firft exertion by creation, we
might more narrowly comprehend our pre-
fent degeneration, and how widely we are
fallen from the pure exemplar and idea of
our nature : for after this corruptive elon-
gation from a primitive and pure creation,
we are almoft loft in degeneration; and
ApamMm hath not only fallen from his CrRza-
TO R, but we ourfelves from Apam, our
® Tycho and primary generator.

2 Q' ruywr qui facit, O’ Tuywr qui adeptus eft -

he that makes, or he that pofleffes ; as Adam might
be faid to contain within him the race of mankind,

SECT.
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S E C T. XXIX.

| UARRE L not rafthly with adver.
fities not yet underftood ; and over-

look not the mercies often bound wp n
them : for we confider not {ufficiently the
cood of evils, nor fairly compute the mer-
cies of PrRovipeN cE in things afflictive
at firft hand. The famous Andreas Do-
yia being invited to a feaft by Aloyfio Fi
eichi with defign to kill him, juft the
night before fell mercifully into a fit of
the gout and {fo efcaped that milchief,
When Cato intended to kill himfelf, from
a blow which he gave his fervant, who

would not reach his {fword unto him, his
hand fo iwell’d that he had much ado

to effet his defign. Hereby any one
but a refolved Stoick might have taken
a fair hint of confideration, and that_ fome
merciful genius would have contrived his
prefervation. To be fagacious in fuch -
tercurrences 1s not fuperftition, but wary

and pious difcretion ; and to contemn fuch
| hints
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hints were to be deaf unto the {peaking hand

of Gop, wherein 2@ Socrates and Cardan
would hardly have been miftaken.

S E C T. XXX.

R E A K not open the gate of deftruc-

tion, and make no hafte or buftle unto
ruin., Poft not heedlefly on unto the non
ultra of félly, or precipice of perdition.
Let vicious ways have their ® tropicks and
deflexions, and fwim in the waters of fin
but as in the © Afphaltick lake, though
fmeared and defiled, not to fink to the bot-
tom. If thou haft dipt thy foot in the
brink, yet venture not over ¢ Rubicon,
Run not into extremities from whence there

a Socrates, and Cardan, perhaps, in imitation of
him, talked of an attendant {pirit or genius, that
hinted from time to time how they thould att.

b The tropick is the point where the fun turns back.,

¢ The lake of Sodom ; the waters of which being

very falt, and, therefore, heavy, will {carcely {fuffer
an amimal to fink,

¢ The river, by crofling which Cizfar declared war
2gainft the {enate.

s
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is no regreflion. In the vicious ways of
the world it mercifully falleth out thatr we
become not extempore wicked, but it ta-
keth {fome time and pains to undo our-
felves. We fall not from virtue, like Vul-
can from heaven, in a day. Bad difpofi
.tions require fome time to grow into bad
habits 3 bad habits muflt undermine good,
and often repeated acts make us habitually
evil: fo that by gradual depravations, and
while we are but ftaggeringly evil, we are
not left without parenthefes of confidera-
tions, thoughtful rebukes, and merciful in-
terventions, to recal us unto ourfelves. For
the wifdom of G ap hath methodiz’d the
courfe of things unto the beft advantage of
goodnefs, and thinking confiderators over-
look not the tract thereof.

S E C T. XXXI.

QO IN CE men and women have their pro-
per virtues and vices; and even twins
of different fexes have not only diftinct co-

verings in the womb, but differing quall-
tI€S
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ties and virtuous habits after; traniplace
not their proprieties, and confound not their
diftin&ions. Let mafculine and feminine
accomplifhments fhine in their proper orbs,

and adorn their refpective {ubjelts. How-
ever unite not the vices of both fexes in

one ; be not monitrous in 1iniquity, nor
hermaphlodltlr‘ally vitious.

S E C T. XXXII.

IF ogenerous honefty, wvalour, and plain

dealing, be the cognifance of thy family,
ot characteriftick of thy country, hold faft
fuch inclinations fuckt in with thy frft
breath, and which lay in the cradle with
thee. Fall not into transforming degene-
rations, which under the old name create a
new nation. Be not an alien in thine own
nation ;3 bring not 2 Orontes into Tiber ;
learn the virtues not the vices of thy fo-
reign neighbours, and make thy imitation

a In tiberim de{lluxit Orontes: ** Orontes has minnled
“ her ftream with the Tiber,” fays Juvenal, ipe.;.li..mﬂ of
ﬂlc confluence of foreigners to Rome.

oy

&
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by difcretion not contagion. Feel fome-
thing of thyfelf in the neble aéts of thy an-
ceftors, and find in thine own genius that
of thy predeceffors. Reft not under the
expired merits of others, fhine by thofe of
thy own. Flame not like the central fire
which enlightneth no eyes, which no man
{eeth, and moit men think there’s no {fuch
thing to be feern. Add one ray unto the
common luftre ; add not only to the num-
ber but the note of thy generation; and
prove not a cloud but an 2 afterisk in thy
region.

S E C T. XXXIIIL

INCE thou haft an ? alarum in thy

breaft, which tells thee thou haft a liv-
ing Ipirit in thee above two thoufand times
1n an hour; dull not away thy days in floth-

ful fupinity and the tedioufnefs of doing

2 A {mall flar.

b The motion of the heart, which beats about fixty
times in 2 minute ; or, perhaps, the motion of refpi-
xation, which is nearer to the number mentioned.

nothing.
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nothing. To ftrenuous minds there is an
inquietude in overquietnefs, and no labori-
oulnels in labour; and to tread a mile after
the low pace of a fnail, or the heavy mea-
fures of the © lazy of brazilia, were a moft
tiring pennance, and worfe than a race of
fome furlongs at the ¢ Olympicks. The
rapid courfes of the heavenly bodies are ra-

ther imitable by our thoughts, than our
corporeal motions; yet the {folemn motions

of our lives amount unto a greater meafure

than is commonly apprehended. Some few
men have furrounded the globe of the earth ;

yet many in the fet locomotions and move-
ments of their days have meafured the cir-
cuit of it, and twenty thoufand miles have

been exceeded by them. Move circum-
fpeCtly not ¢ meticuloufly, and rather care-
fully follicitous than anxioufly follicitudi-

€ An animal called more commonly the Sloth, which
1s {aid to be feveral days in climbing a tree.

d The Olympick games, of which the race was ona
of the chief.

¢ ‘Tunidly.

NOWws.
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nous. Think not there is a lion in the way,
nor walk with leaden fandals in the paths
of goodnefs; but in all wvirtuous motions
let prudence determine thy meafures. Strive
not to run like Hercules, a furlong i a
breath : feftination may prove precipitation;
deliberating delay may be wile cunctation,
and {lownefs no {lothfulnefs.

S E C T. XXXIV.

I N C E virtuous actions have their own
trumpets, and, without any noife from
thyfelf, will have their refound abroad;
bufy not thy beft member in the encomium

of thyfelf. Praife is a debt we owe unto
the virtues of others, and due unto our own

from all, whom malice hath not made
mutes, or envy I{truck dumb., Fall not,
however, into the common prevaricating
way of felf-commendation and boafting, by
denoting the imperfeftions of others. He

who difcommendeth others obliquely, com-

mendeth himfelf, He who whifpers their

infirmities, proclaims his own exemption
| from

%
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from them; and, confequently, fays, I am
not as this publican, or @ hic niger, whom
I talk of. Open oftentation and loud vain-
clory is more tolerable than this obliquity,

as but containing fome froth no ink, as
but confifting of a perfonal piece of folly,
nor complicated with uncharitablenefs. Su-
perfluoufly we feek a precarious applaufe
abroad : every good man hath his b plau-
dite within himfelf'; and though his tongue
be filent, is not without loud cymbals in his
breaft.  Conicience will become his pane-
gyrift, and never forget to crown and extol

him unto himfelf.

b3

2 Hic niger eft, hunc tu Romane caveto. Hor.
Firft edit.
‘This man is vile; here, Roman, fix your mark ;
His foul is black, as his complexion’s darl:.
Francis,
® Plaudite was the term by which the antient thea-
trical performers folicited a clap.

E SECT,
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S E CT. XXXV.
¥ 1. ES S not thyfelf only that thou wer

born in 2 Athens ; but, among thy mul-
tiplied acknowledgments, lift up one hand
unto heaven, that thou wert born of honeft
parents 3 that medefty, humility, patience,
and veracity, lay in the fame egg, and came
into the world with thee. From {uch foun-
dations thou may’ft be happy in a virtuous
b precocity, and make an early and long
walk in goednefs ; fo may’{t thou more nu-
turally feel the contrariety of vice unto na-
ture, and refift fome by the antidote of thy
temper., As charity covers, fo modeity
preventeth a multitude of fins; withhold-
ing from noon-day vices and brazen-brow’d
iniquities, from f{inning on the houlfe-top,
and painting our follies with the rays of the
fun. Where this virtue reigneth, though
vice may fhow its head, it cannot be in its

2 As Socrates did. Athens a place of learning and
avilivy. Fif? edit.

b A ripenefs preceding the ufual time.
glory.
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glory. Where thame of fin fets, look not
for virtue to arife; for when modefty taketh
wing, © Aftreea goes {foon after.

S EC T XXXVL

H E heroical vein of mankind runs

much in the foldiery, and courageous
part of the world; and in that form we of-
teneft find men above men. Hiftory is full
of the gallantry of that tribe; and when we
read their notable ats, we eafily find what
a difference there is between a life in ¢ Plu-
tarch and in ¢ Laértius. Where true fortitude
dwells, loyalty bounty friendfhip and fide-
lity may be found. A man may confide in
perfons conftituted for noble ends, who dare

do and fuffer, and who have a hand to burn
for their country f and their friend. Small
and creeping things are the product of petty

¢ Aftreea Goddefs of juftice and confequently of all
virtwe.  Firf? edi?.

¢ Who wrote the lives, for the moft part, of warriors.

¢ Who wrote the lives of philofophers.

£ Like Mutius Szvola.

E 2 {ouls,



[ 52 ]
fouls. e 15 like to be miftaken, who
makes choice cf a covetous man for a friend,
or relieth upon the reed of narrow and pol-
tron friendfthip. Piriful- things are only 1o
be found 1in the cottages of fuch breafis;
but bright thoughts, clear deeds, conftancy,
fidelity, bounty, and generous honefty arc
the gems of noble minds ; wherein, to de-

rogate from none, the true heroick Englifh
ogentleman hath no peer.

PART



& b ‘i‘ﬂ furc; glut not thy {enfe with pala-
S5 tive delights ; nor revenge the.con-
rempt of temperance by the penalty of {a-
tiety. Were there an age of delight or any
plecafure durable, who would not honour
Volupia ? but the race of delight is fhort,
and pleafures have mutable faces. The
pleafures of one age are not pleafures in ano-
ther, and their Tives fall thort of our own.
Even in our {fenfual days, 2 the ftrength of

delight is in its feldomnefs or rarity, and

& Voluptates commendat rarior ufus,

E 3 - fing
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fting in 1ts fatiety : mediocrity is its life,
and immoderacy its confulion. The luxu-
rious emperors of old inconfiderately fatia-
ted themielves with the dainties of {ea and
land, till, wearied through all varieties,
their refeftions became a ftudy unto them,
and they were fain to feed by invention:
novices in true Epicuriim! which by me-
diocrity, paucity, quick and healthful ap-

petite, makes delights fmartly acceptable;
whereby Epicurus himfelf found * Jupiter’s
brain in a piece of Cytheridian cheefe, and
the b tongues of nightingales in a difh of
onions. Hereby healthful and temperatc
poverty hath the ftart of naufeating luxury ;
unto whofe clear and naked appetite every
meal 1s a fealt, and in one fingle difh the

firft courfe of ¢ Metellus 3 who are cheaply

@ Cerebrum Jovis, for a delicious bit. Firf? cdit.

b A difh ufed among the luxurious of antiquity.

¢ Metellus his riotous pontificial fupper, the great
variety whereat is to be {een in Macrobius. Firfi. cdit.
‘T'he {upper was not given by Metellus, but by Len-
tulus when he was made prieft of Mars, and recorded

by Metellus.
hungry,
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hungry, and never lofe their hunger, or ad-
vantage of a craving appetite, becaufe ob-
vious food contents it; while ¢ Nero, half
famifh’d, could not feed upon a piece of
bread, and, lingring after his fnowed water,

hardly got down an ordinary cup of ¢ Cal-
da f. By fuch circumfcriptions of pleafure
the contemned philofophers referved unto
themielves the fecret of delight, which the
¢ Helluo’s of thofe days loft in their exor-
bitances. In vain we ftudy delight : it is at
the command of every fober mind, and in
every {enfe born with us: but nature, who
teacheth us the rule of pleafure, inftruéteth
al{o in the bounds thereof, and where its line
expireth.  And therefore temperate minds,
ot prefling their pleafures until the fing
appeareth, enjoy their contentations conten-
tedly, and without regret, and fo e{cape the

folly of excefs, to be pleafed unto dif-
placency,

d Nero in his flicht. Suston. Firft edit.
¢ Warm water.

t Calde gelideeque minifter. Firf? edis.
& Gluttons,
E 4 SECT.
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S E C 1. I

B R IN G candid eyes unto the perufal o

— mens works, and let not 2 Zoililim or
detraction blaft well-intended labours. He
that endureth no faults in men’s writing;
muit only read his own, wherein for the
molt part all appeareth white. Quotation
miftakes, inadvertency, expedition, and hu-
man lapfes, may make not only mioles but
warts 1n learned authors; who, notwith-
ftanding, being judged by the capital mat-
ter, admit not of difparagement. I fhould
unwillingly affirm that C1c g Ro was bus
flightly verfed in HomM £ r, becaufe in his
work ¢ De Gloria” he afcribed thofe verfes
unto Ajax, which were delivered by Hector.
What if Plautus in the account of Hercu-
les miftaketh nativity for conception ? Who

would have mean thoughts of Apollinaris
Sidonius, who feems to miftake the rivcr

8 From Zoilus the calumniator of HowmER.

Tigris
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Tigris for Euphrates ? and though a good
hiftorian and learned bifhop of Avergne
had the misfortune to be out in the ftory of
D avip, making mention of him when
the arkk was {ent back by the Philiftins up-
on a carty which was before his time.
Though I have no great opinion of Ma-
chiavel’s learning, yet 1 fhall not prefently
fay that he was but a novice in Roman hi-
ftory, becaufe he was miftaken in placing
Commodus after the emperor Severus. Ca-
pital truths are to be narrowly eyed ; colla-
teral laples and circumftantial deliveries not
to be too ftrictly fifted. And if the fub-
ftantial {fubject be well forged out, we neced
not examine the fparks which irregularly fly
from it.

S E C T. IIL

ET well-weighed confiderations, not
{tiff and peremptory affumptions, guide
thy difcourfes pen and actions. "To begin

or continuc our works like Trifmegiltus of
old,
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old, * 2 verum certé verum atque verf;-
¢“ mum eft,” would found arrogantly unt
prefent ears in this {trict COquIring age;
wherein, for the moft part, probably, and
perhaps, will hardly ferve to mollify th
fpirit of captious contradi€tors. If Cardam
faith that a parrot is a beautiful bird, Scali
ger will {fet his wits o” work to prove it 1
deformed animal. The compage of all phy-
fical cruths is not {o clofely jointed, but op-
polition may find intrufion; nor always fo
clofely maintained, as not to {uffer atiri-
tlon. Many pofitions feem b quodlibeticaily
conftituted, and like a Delphian blade
will cut on both fides. Some truths feem
almott falthoods, and fome falfhoods alnioft
truths ; wherein falthood and truth feem al-
- moft zquilibricufly flated, and but a few

aorains of diftin€tion to bear down the b

@ In Tabula Smaragdina. Fif cdiir.
“ 1t is true, certainly true, true in the highelt degree.

b Determinable on cither fide.
¢ ‘The Delphian {word became proverbial, not be-
caufe it cut on both fides, but becaufe it was afed to

different purpofes.
Py lance.

2
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Jance. Some have digged deep, vet glanced
by the ¢ royal vein; and a man may come
unto the ¢ Pericardium, but not the heart
of truth. Befides, many things are known,
as fome are {feen, that is by f Parallaxis, or
at fome diftance from their true and proper
beings, the {uperficial regard of things hav-
g a different afpect from their true and
central natures, And this moves {ober pens.
unto {ufpenfory and timorcus affertions,
nor prefently to obtrude them as ¢ Sibyls

leaves, which after confiderations may find

to be but folious apparances, and not the
central and vital interiors of truth.

S E C T. IV.

ALUE the judicious, and let not
mere acquelts in minor parts of learn-
ing gain thy preexiftimation. °Tis an un-

d I {fuppofe the main vein of a mine.

¢ "The integument of the heart.

t The pqrallah of a ftar is the dlﬁu ence between atg
real and apparent place,

5 On waich the b> il wrote her oraculous anfivers,
VivocrL,

Jufk
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suft way of compute, to magnify a weak

head for fome L.atin abilities: and to urn-
dervalue a folid judgment, becaufe he knows
not the genealogy of Hector. When thu
notable ? king of France would have hi

{fon to know but one fentence in Latin, had
it been a good one, perhaps 1t had been
enough. Natural parts and good judgments
rule the world, States are not governed by
b ergotilms.  Many have ruled well, who
could not, perhaps, define a common:
wealth ; and they who underitand not the
olobe of the carth, command a great part
of it. Where natural logick prevails not,
artificial too often rfaileth.  Where nature
fills the fails, the weflfel goes fimoothly on;
and when judgment is the pilot, the enlu-
rance nced not be high. - When iudultty
builds upon nature, we may expett pyri-
mids : where that foundation is wanting, the
ftructure muft be low. They do moft by

2 Lewis the eleventh.  Qui nefcit diffimulare nefert
Reanare.,  Firfl edir.

':....t..
b Conclufions deduced according to the forms of

soorck.
® br_)olis,,
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bhooks, who could do much without them ;
and he that chiefly owes himfelf unto him-
felf, is the {ubftantial man.

S ECT. V.
LE T thy ftudies be free as thy thoughts

and contemplations : but {ly not only
upon the wings of imagination; join f{enfe
unto reafon, and experiment unto {pecula-
tion, and {o give life unto embryon truths,
and verities yet in their chaos. There is
nothing more acceptable unto the ingenious
world, than this noble ¢ elultation of truth;
wherein, againft the tenacity of prejudice
and prefcription, this century now prevail-
cth. What libraries of new volumes after-
times will behold, and in what a new world
of knowledge the eyes of our pofterity may
be happy, a few ages may joyfully declare;
and is but a cold thought unto thofe, who
cannot hope to behold this exantlation of
truth, or that obfcured virgin half out of

the pit: which might make fome content

¢ Forcible eruption,
Wit
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with a commutation of the time of their
iives, and to commend the fancy of the
2 Pythagorean metempfychofls; whereby
they might hope to enjoy this happineis in
their third or fourth felves, and behold that
in Pythagoras, which they now but forefee
in ® Euphorbus. The world, which took
but {ix days to make, 1s like to take fix
thoufand to make out: mean while old
truths voted down begin to refume their
places, and new ones arife upon us; where-
:n there is no comfort in the happinefs of
¢ Tully’s Elizium, or any {atistation from
the ghofts of the antients, who knew {fo
little of what is now well known. DMen

difparage not antiquity, who prudently exai
new enquiries s and mmake not them tig
judges of truth, who were but fcllow cn-
quirers of it. 'Who can but magnify the

a Tranfmigration of the foul from body to bedy.
b Ipfe ego, nam memini, T'rojani tempore bells

Panthoides Euphorbus eram. Ovip.
| Note to the firft edit.

¢ Who comforted himfelf that he {hould there con-

verfe with the old Philofophers,  F7iff edit.
endeavours
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endeavours of Ariltocle, and the noble ftart
which learning had under him ; or lefs than
pity the {lender progrefiion made upon {uch
advantages ¢ while many centuries were loft
in repetitions and tranicriptions {ecaling up
the book of knowledge. And therefore ra-
ther than to {well the leaves of learning by
fruitlefs repetitions, to {ing the fame fong
in all ages, nor adventure at effays beyond
the attemprt of others, -many would be con-

tent that fome would write like 4 Helmont
or Paracelfus ; and be willing to endure the
mon{trofity of {ome opinions, for divers
fingular notions requiting fuch aberrations.

S L C T. VL

E S PISE notthe obliquities of younger
ways, nor defpair of better things
whereof there is yet no profpe€. Who
would imagine that Diogenes, who in his
vounger days was a falfifier of money,
thouid in the after-courfe of his life be {o
: 1Vi""ild and enthufiafiick authors of romantick chy-
inyvitry,

great
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great a contemner of metal 7 Some Ne-
oros who believe the refurreCtion, think
that they fhall rife # white., Even in this
life, regeneration may imitate refurrection;
our black and wvicious tinctures may wear
off, and goodnefs clothe us with candour.
Good admonitions knock not always in
vain.  There will be fignal examples of

G op’s mercy, and the angels muft not
want their charitable rejoices for the conver-
fion of loft finners. Figures of moft angles

do neareft approach unto circles, which
have no angles at all. Some may be new

unto goodnefs, who are conceived far from
it ; and many things happen, not likely to
enfue from any promifes of antecedencics.
Culpable beginnings have found commend-
able conclufions, and infamous courfes pi-
ous retractations. Deteftable finners have
proved exemplary converts on earth, and

may be glorious in the apartment of Mary
Magdalen in heaven, Men are not the

& Mandelilo’s travels,

{ame
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fame through all divifions of their ages:
time, experience, {elf-reflexions, and Gop’s
mercies, make in fome well-temper’d minds
a kind of tranflation before death, and men

to differ from themfelves as well as from
other perfons. Hereof the ‘old world af-

forded many examples to the infamy of
latter ages, wherein men too often live by
the rule of their inchnations; {o that, with-

out any aftral prediction, b the firlt day
gives the laft : men are commonly as they

were ; or rather, as bad difpofitions run in-
to wor{er habits, the evening doth not crown,

but {owerly conclude the day.

S E C T. VIL

Fthe ALmic aTy will not fpare us ac-
cording to his merciful capitulation at
Sodom 3 if his goodnefs pleafe not to pafs
over a great deal of bad for a {fmall pittance
of good, or to look upon us in the lump ;
there is flender hope for mercy, or found

" Primufque dies dedit extremum.  Firf edit,

E pre-
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prefumption of fulfilling half his «ill, ¢
ther in perfons or nations: they who cxed
in fome virtues being {o often defeflive in
others ; few men driving at the extent and
amplitude of goodnefs, but computing
themfielves by their beft parts, and other
by their worfl, are content to reft in thoft
virtues which others commonly want. Which
makes this {peckled face of honefty in the
world ; and which was the imperfection of
the old philofophers and great pretender
unto virtue, who well declining the gap-
ing vices of intemperance, incontinency,
violence and oppreflion; were yet blic-
ly peccant in iniquities of clofer faces,
were cnvious, malicious, contemners, fcui-
fers, cenfurers, and ftuft with vizard vices,
no lefs depraving the ethereal particle anc
diviner portion of man. For envy, ma
lice, hatred, are the qualities of Satan, clof
and dark like himfelf; and where fuch
brands f{inoke, the foul cannot be white.

Vice may be had at all prices; expeniiv

and coftly iniquities, which make the noif;
canhot
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cannot be every man’s fins: but the foul

may be fouly 2 inquinated at a very low
rate; and a man may be cheaply vicicus, to

the perdition of himfelf.

S E C T. VIIL |
OPINION rides upon the neck of

reafon ;3 and men are happy, wile, or
learned, according as that emprefs fhall {et
them down in the regifter of reputation.
However, weigh not thyfelf in the {cales
of thy own opinion, but let the judgment
of the judicious be the ftandard of thy me-
rit.  Self-eftimation is a flatterer too readily
intitling us unto knowledge and abilitics,
which others follicitoufly labour after, and
doubtfully think they attain. Surely, fuck
confident tempers do pafs their days in beft
tranquillity, who, refting in the opinion of
their own abilities, are happily gulPd by
fuch contentation ; wherein pride, felf-con-
ceit, confidence, and opiniatrity, will hardly

2 Defiled,
F 2 {uffer
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fuffer any to complain of imperfection. To
- think themfelves in the right, or all that
right, or only that, which they do or think,
is a fallacy of high content; though others
laugh in their {leeves, and look upon them
as 1n a deluded ftate of judgment : where-
in, notwithftanding, ’twere but a civil piece
of complacency to {uffer them to fleep who
would not wake, to let them reft in their fe-
curities, nor by diflent or oppofition to flag-
oer their contentments.

=S E C T. IX. |
S I N CE the brow {peaks often true, ince

eyes and nofes have tongues, and the
countenance proclaims the "heart and incii-
nations; let obfervation fo far inftruct thee
"in phyfiognomicai lines, as to be fome rule
for thy diftinction, and guide for thy at-
tection unto fuch as look moft like men,
Manokind, methinks, is comprehended in a

few faces, if we exclude all vifages which

a This is.a very fanciful and indefenfible feion.

any
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sny way participate of {ymmetries and
fchemes of look common unto other ani-
mals. For as though man were the extract
of the world, in whom all were ® ¢¢ in coa-
‘¢ gularo,” which in their forms were ¢ ¢¢ in
“ foluto” and at extenfion ; we often ob-
erve that men do mofit act thofe creatures,
whofe conftitution parts and complexion do
moft predominate in their mixtures. T'his
1s a corner-ftone in phyfiognomy, and holds
fome truth not only in .particular perfons
but alfo in whole nations. There are, there-
tore, provincial faces, national lips and
noles, which teftify not only the natures of
thole countries, but of thofe which have
them elfewhere. Thus we may make Eng-
land the whole earth, dividing it not only
into Europe, Afia, Africa, but the parti-
cular regions thereof 3 and may in {fome la>»
titude affirm, that there are /Egyptians,
Scythians, Indians among us, who, though
born in England, yet carry the faces and

> “ In a congealed or comprefled mafs.”
¢ ‘“ In 2 ftate of expanfion and feparation.”

I 3 air
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air ol thole countries, and are alfo ATICC
able and correfpondent unto their natures.
Faces- look uniformly unto our eyes: how

they appear unto fome animals of a morc
piercing or differing fight, who are able to
difcover the mequahtles rubbs and hairinds
of the fkin, is not without good doubt:

and, therefore, in reference unto man, Cu-

pid 1s faid to be blind. Affeétion fhould
not be too fharp-eyed, and love is not to be

made by magnitying glaffes.  If things
were feen as they truly are, the beauty of
bodies would be much abridged. And,
therefore, the wise CoNTRrR1VE R hath
drawn the piétures and outfides of things
foftly and amiably unto the natural cdge of
our eyes, not leaving them able to diicover
thofe uncomely afperities, which make
oyfter-fhells in good faces, and hedghogs

cven in Venus’s moles,

()
=
(M
+—
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S E C T X

C G U R T not felicity too far, and weary
not the favourable hand of fortune.
Glorious actions have their times, extent,
and non ultra’s.  To put no end unto at-
tempts were to make prefcription of fuc-
cefles, and to Dbefpeak unhappinefs at the
laft : {for the line of our lives is drawn with
white and black wviciffitudes, wherein the
extremes hold feldom one complexion.
That Pompey fhould obtain the firname of
oreat at twenty-five years, that men 1n
their young and a&tive days fhould be for-
tunate and perform notable things, is no
obiervation of deep wonder; they having
the {trength of their fates before them, nor
vet acted their parts in the world for which
they were brought into it : whereas men of
years, matured for counfels and defigns,
leem to be beyond the vigonr of their ac-
tive fortunes, and high exploits of life, pro-
videntially ordained unto ages beft agree-
ale unto them. And, therefore, many

F 4 brave
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brave men finding their fortune grow fuint,
and feeling its declination, have timely
withdrawn themielves from grear attempts,
and fo efcaped the ends of mighty men,
difproportionable to their beginnings. But
magnanimous thoughts have fo dimmed
the eyes of many, that forgetting the very
eflence of fortune, and the vicifiitude of
oood and evil, they apprehend no bottom
in felicity ; and {fo have been {till tempted
on unto mighty actions, referved for their
deftructions. For fortune lays the plot of
our adverfities in the foundation of our fe-
Yicities, blefling us 1n the 2 firft quadrare,
to blaft us more fharply in the laft. And
fince in the higheft felicities there licth a
capacity of the lowelt miferies, fhe hath
this advantage from our happinefs to make
us truly miferable: for to become acutcly
miferable we are to be firft happy.  Afilic-
tion fmarts moft in the moft happy {tate, as

a Thatis, ¢ in the firft part of our time,” alluding
20 the four quadraturcs of the moon,

having
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having fomewhat in it of b Bellifarius at
beggars buth, or Bajazet in the grate. And
this the fallen angels feverely underftand ;
who having acted their firlt part in heaven,
are made fharply miferable by tranfition,
and more affli¢tively feel the contrary ftate

of hell.

S E C T. XL
C A R RY no carelefs eye upon the un-

expected {cenes of things; but ponder
the aéts of ProvipEe N cE in the publick
ends of great and notable men, {fet out un-
to the view of all for no common memo-
randums. The tragical exits and unexpec-
ted periods of fome eminent perfons, can-
not but amufe confiderate obiervators;

b Bellifarius, after he had gained many viltories, is
{aid to have been reduced, by the difpleafure of the
emperor, to atual beggary: Bajazet, made captive

by Tamerlane, 1s rcported to have been fhut up in a
cage. It may {fomewhat gratify thofe who deferve to

be gratified, to inform them that both thefe fories
are FALSE.

whereln,
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brave men finding their fortune grow faint,
and feeling its declination, have timely
withdrawn themf{elves from grear attempts,
and fo efcaped the ends of mighty men,
difproportionable to their beginnings. But
magnanimous thoughts have fo dimmed
the eyes of many, that forgetting the very
eflence of fortune, and the vicifiitude of
good and evil, they apprehend no bottom
in felicity ; and fo have been ftill tempted
on unto mighty actions, referved for their
deftructions. For fortune lays the plot of
our adverfities in the foundation of our fe-
licities, blefling us in the 2 firft quadrate,
to blaft us more fharply in the laft. And
fince in the higheft felicities there lieth a

capacity of the loweft miferies, fhe hath
this advantage from our happinefs to make

us truly miferable : for to become acutely
miferable we are to be firft happy. Affic-
zion fmarts moft in the moft happy ftate, as

a Thatis, ““in the firft part of our time,” alluding
to the four quadraturcs of the moon,

having
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having fomewhat in it of ? Bellifarius at
beggars bufh, or Bajazet in the grate. And
this the fallen angels feverely underftand;
who having acted their firft part in heaven,
are made fharply miferable by tranfition,
and more afllictively fecl the contrary {tate

of hell.

S EC T. XL
C A R RY no carelefs eye upon the un-

expected {cenes of things; but ponder
the aéts of PrRovIDE N cE in the publick
ends of great and notable men, fet out un-

to the view of all for no common memo-
randums. The tragical exits and unexpec-

ted periods of fome eminent perfons, can-
not but amufe confiderate obfervators;

b Bellifarius, after he had gained many victories, is
faid to have been reduced, by the difpleafure of the
emperor, to aftual beggary : Bajuzet, made captive
by Tamerlane, is rcported to have been fhut up mn a
cage. It may fomewhat gratify thofc who deferve to
be gratified, to inform them that both thefe ftories

&IC FALSE,

whereln,
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wherein, notwithitanding, moft men feem
to fee by 2 extramiffion, without reception
or felf-reflexion, and conceive themielves
unconcerned by the fallacy of their own ex-
emption : whereas, the mercy of Gop hath

fingled out but few to be the {ignals of his

juftice, leaving the generality of mankind
- to the pedagogy of example. But the in-
advertency of our natures not well appre-

hending this favourable method and merciful
> decimation, and that he fheweth in {fome

what others alfo deferve ; they entertain no
fenfe of his hand beyond the {troke of
themfelves. Whereupon the whole becomes
neceflarily punifhed, and the contraéted
hand of G op extended unto univerial judg-

ments : from whence, neverthelels, the {tu-

pidity of our tempers receives but faint
impreflions, and in the moft tragical ftate
of times holds but ftarts of good motions.
So that to continue us in goodnefs there

» By the pafiage of fight from the eye to the object.

b The {eleétion of every tenth man for punifhment,
2 pratice {fometimes ufed in general mutinies.

| muft
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muflt be iterated returns of mifery, and a
circulation 1n affli¢tions is neceffary, And
{ince we cannot be wife by warnings ; f{ince
plagues are infignificant, except we be per-
fonally plagued ; fince allo we cannot be
punifh’d unto anrendment by proxy or
commutation, nor by vicinity, but contac-
tion ; there is an unhappy neceflity that we
mult {mart in our own skins, and the pro-
volked arm of the AL M r¢ v Ty muft fall
upon ourfelves. The capital {ufferings of
others are rather our monitions than acquit-
ments. ‘There is but one who died ¢ falvi-
fically for us, and able to fay unto death,
hitherto thalt thou go and no farther ; only
one enlivening death, which makes gardens
of graves, and that which was fowed in tor-
ruption to arife and flourifh in glory : when
death itfelf fhall die, and living fhall have
no period 5 when the damned fhall mourn
at the funeral of death ; when life not death
fhall be the wages of fin; when the fecond

¢ ¢ So as to procure falvation,”

death
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death fhall prove a miferable life, and de-
ftruction fhall be courted,.

S E C T. XIIL
& LTHOUGH their thoughts may

feem too fevere, who think that few
sli-natur’d men go to heaven; yet it may
be acknowledged that good-natur’d perfons
are beft founded for that place; who enter

the world with good difpofitions and natu-
ral graces, more ready to be advanced by
smprefifions from above, and chriftianized
unto picties ; who carry about them plain
and down-right dealing minds, humility,
mercy, charity, and virtues acceptable un-
to Gop and man. But whatever fuccefs
they may have as to heaven, they are the

acceptable men on earth, and happy is he
who hath his quiver full of them for his

friends. ‘Thefe are not the dens wherein
falthood lurks, and hypocrify hides its
head ; wherein frowardnefs makes its neft s
or where malice, hard-heartednefs, and o'p-
preflion love to dwell ; not thofe by whom

the
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the poor get little, and the rich fome time
Jofe all ; men not of retraéted looks, but
who carry their hearts in their faces, and
need not to be look’d upon with peripec-
tives 3 not fordidly or mifchievoully ingrate-
tul; who cannot learn to ride upon the
neck of the affliCted, nor load the heavy
faden, but who keep the @ temple of Janus
fthut by peaceable and quiet tempers; who
make not only the beft friends, but the
beft enemies, as eafier to forgive than of-
iend, and ready to pafs by the fecond of-
fence before they avenge the firft; who
make natural royalifts, obedient fubjeéts,
kind and merciful princes, verified in our
own, one of the beft-natur’d kings of this
throne. Of the old Roman emperors the
beft were the beft-natur’d; though they
made but a {mall number, and might be
writ in a ring. Many of the reft were as
bad men as princes ; humourifts rather than

2 The temple of Janus among the Romans was fhut
in time of peace, and opened at a declaration of war.

~”
Or
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of gOOd humours s and of good naturai
parts rather than of good natures, which
did but arm their bad inclinations, and make
them wittily wicked.

S E C T. XIIL

I'T H what fhift and pains we come

into the world, we remember not;
but ’tis commonly found no eafy matter to
oet out of it. Many have {tudied to ex-
afperate the ways of death, but fewer hours
have been {pent to foften that neceffity.
‘T'hat the {moothelt way unto the grave is
made by bleeding, as common opinion pre-

fumeth, befide the {ick and fainting lan-

guors which accompany that effufion, the
experiment in  I.ucan and ? Scneca will
malze us doubt:; under which the noble
Stoick fo deeply laboured, that, to conceal
his afi&ion, he was {ain to retire from the

fight of his wife, and not athamed to im-

a Seneca, having opened his veins, found the blood
flow fo flowly, and death linger {o long, that he was
forced to qulcken it by going into a warm bath.

plore
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plorc the merciful hand of his- phyfician to
fhorten his mifery therein. ® Ovid, the old
heroes, and the Stoicks, who were {fo afraid
of drowning, as dreading thereby the ex-
tinftion of their foul, which they conceived
to be a fire, {tood probably in fear of an
eafier way of death; wherein the water,
entring the pofleflions of air, makes a tem-
perate fuffocation, and kills as it were with-
out a fever. Surely many, who have had
the Ipirit to deftroy themfelves, have not
been ingenious in the contrivance thereof.
*T'was a dull way practifed by Themiftocles,
¢ to overwhelm himielr with bulls-blood,
who, being an Athenian, might have held
an cafier theory of death from the ftate
potion of his country ; from which Socra-
Tes in Plato feemed not to fuffer much
more than from the fit of an ague.
Cato is much to be pitied, who mangled
himfelf with poniards ; and IHannibal {feems

v Demity paufragium, mors m:hi munus erit, Nos
2o the _;‘E ;,‘1} itk
e Plutarch’s lives, Note to the fifl it

OrE
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more {ubtle, who carried his delivery, not in
" the point but the * pummel of his {fword.

Tre Egyptians were merciful contrivers,
who deftroyed their malefaétors by alps,
charming their f{enfes into an invincible
fleep, and Kkilling as it were with Hermes
his b rod. The ¢ Turkifh emperor, odious
for other cruelty, was herein a remarkable
mafter of mercy, killing his favourite in
his fleep, and fending him from the fhade
into the houfe of darknefs. He who had
been thus deftroyed would hardly have bled

at the prefence of his deftroyer : when men
are already dead by metaphor, and pafs but

2 Pummel, wherein he 1s {aid to have carrnied fome-
thing, whereby upon a ftruggle or defpair he might
deliver himfelf from all misfortunes. Eirfl edit.
Juvenawn fays, it was carried in a ring:

Cannarum vindex, et tanti {anguinis ultor,

Annulus.

Nor {fwords at hand, nor hifling darts afar,
Are doom’d t’ avenge the tedious bloody war,

But poifon drawn thro’ a ring’s hollow plate.
DryYDEN.

b Which procured fleep by a touch.
¢*Solyman, Turkifh hiftory. Note to the firf? edit.
from
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from one {leep unto another, wanting here-
in the eminent part of {everity, to feel them-
{elves to die; and efcaping the fharpeft at-
‘tenaant of death, the lively apprehenfion
thereof. But to learn to die, is better than
to ftudy the ways of dying. Death will find
fome ways to untie or cut the moft gordian
knots of life, and make mens® miferies as
mortal as themf{elves : whereas evil {pirits,
as undying {ubftances, are unfeparable from
their calamities ; and, thercfore, they ever-
laftingly f{truggle under their ¢ anguftias,
and bound up with 1mmortality can never
oet out of themielves,

]

d Agonies.

e PART
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goddbeld 1.5 hard to find a whole age to imi-
: tate, or what century to propole
for example. Some have been far
more approveable than others; but, virtue
and vice, panegyricks and fatyrs, {catter-
ingly to be found 1n all. Hiftory fets down
not only things laudable, but abominable;
things which fhould never have been_ or
never have been known: {o that noble pat-
terns muit be fetched here and there from
{lingle perfons, rather than whole nations ;
and from all nations, rather than any one.
The world was early bad, and the firft fin
the moft deplorable of any. The younger

world afforded the oldeft men, and perhaps
the
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the beft and the worft, when length of days
made virtuous habits heroical and 1mmove-
able, vicious inveterate and irreclaimable.
And fince ’tis faid that the imaginations of
their hearts were evil, only evil, and con-
tinually evil; it may be feared that their
fins held pace with their lives; and their
longevity fwelling their impicties, the lon-
ganimity of Gop would no' longer endure
fuch vivacious abominations. Their 1m-
pieties were {urely of a deep dye, which re-
quired the whole element of water to wafh
them away, and overwhelmed their memo-
ries with themielves; and fo fhut up the
firft windows of time, leaving no hiftories
of thofe longevous generations, when men
might have been properly hiftorians, when
Apan might have read long leCtures unto
MeTHUSELAH, and M ETHUSELAH unto
Noan. For had we been happy in juft hi-
ftorical accounts of that unparallel’d world,
we might have been acquainted with won-
ders 3 and have underfiood not a little of
the aés and undertakings of MosEes his

G 2 mighty
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mighty men, and men of renown of old
which might have enlarged our thoughts,

and made the world older unto us. For
the unknown part of time fhortens the efti-
mation, if not the compute of it. What
hath efcaped our knowledge, falls not un-

der our confideration ; and what 1s and will
be latent, is little better than non-exiftent.

S E C T. IL

O M E things are dictated for our in-
= ftru&ion, fome aéted for our imitation
wherein ’tis beft to afcend unto the higheft
conformity, and to the honour of the ex-
emplar. He honours G o b, who imitates

him ; for what we virtuoufly imitate we ap-
prove and admire : and fince we delight not
to imitate inferiors, we aggrandize and mag-

nify thofe we imitates fince alfo we are
moft apt to imitate thofe we love, we te-
ftify our affetion in our imitation of the
inimitable. To affect to be like, may be no
imitation : to act, and not to be what we
pretend to imitate, is but a mimical con-

formation
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rormation, and carrieth no virtue ini1t. Lu-
cifer imitated not G o p, when he faid he
would be like the Higheft; and 2 he imi-
tated not Jupiter, who counterfeited thun-
der. Where imitation can go no farther,
let admiration ftep on, whereof there is no

end in the wifeft form of men. Kven an-
gels and {pirits have enough to admire n
their fublimer natures ; admiration being
the ac&t of the creature, and not of G o D,
who doth not admire himfelf. Created na-
tures allow of {welling hyperboles: no-
thing can be {aid hyperbolically of Gonp,
nor will his attributes admit of expreffions
above their own P exuperances. Trilme-
oiftus his circle, whole center is every where,
and circumference no where, was no hype'r:-
bole. Words cannot exceed, where they
cannot exprefs enough. Even the mofit
winged thoughts fall at the fetting out, and
reach not the portal of DivinNiTY,

« Salimoneus. b Jixaggerations.

G o3 SECT,
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S EC T I

N 2 bivious theorems, and Janus-faced
doctrines, let virtuous confiderations ftate
the determination. ILook upon opinions
as thou doft upon the moon, and choofe
not the dark hemifphere for thy contempla-
tion. Embrace not the opacous and blind
fide of opinions, but that which looks moft
luciferoufly or influentially unto goodnefs,
T'1s better to think that there are guardian
ipirits, than that there are no {pirits to
cguard us; that vicious perfons are f{laves,
than that there 1s any {ervitude in virtue s
that times paft have been better than times
prefent, than that times were always bad ;
and that to be men it {ufficeth to be no bet-
ter than men in all ages, and {o promifcu-
oufly to {iwim down the turbid f{tream, and
make up the grand confufion. Sow not’
thy underftanding with opinions, which
make nothing of iniquities, and fallacioufly

a Speculations which open different tracks to the

mind.
c¢xtenuate
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extenuate tranfgreffions. IL.ook upon vices
and vicicus objetts, with hyperbolical eyes;
and rather enlarge their dimenfions, that
their unfeen deformities may not efcape thy
{enfe, and their poifonous parts and {tings
may appear mafly and monftrous unto thee :
for the undifcerned particles and atoms of

evil deceive us, and we are undone by the
invifibles of feeming goodnefs. We are
only deceived in what is not difcerned, and

to err is but to be blind or dim-fighted as
to fome perceptions.

S E C T. 1V,

O be honeft in a P right line, and vir-
tuous by epitome, be firm unto {fuch
principles of goodnefs, as carry in them vo-
lumes of inftrution and may abridge thy
labour. And fince inftructions are many,

hold clofe unto thofe, whereon the reft de-
pend : fo may we have all 1n a few, and

the law and the prophets in a rule ; the Sa-

b Linea re@a breviflima. Firft edit.

G 4 cred
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cred Writ in 2 {tenography, and the Scrip-
ture in a nut-fhell. To purfue the ofleous
and {olid part of goodnefs, which gives {ta-
bility and rectitude to all the reft; to fettle
on fundamental virtues, and bid early de-
flance unto mother-vices, which carry in
their bowels the feminals of other iniqui-
ties ; makes a fhort cut in goodnefs, and
firikes not off an head but the whole neck
of Hydra. For we are carried into the
dark lake, like the Afgyptian river into the
ica, by feven principal oftiaries: the ® mo-
ther-fins of that number are the deadly en-
vins of evil {pirits that undo us, and cven
evil fpirits themielves 3 and he who 1s un-
der the chains thereot is not without a pol-
icflion. Mary Magdalene had more than

feven devils, if thefe with their imps were
in her ; and he who is thus pofifefled, may
literally be named ¢ Legion.” "Where fuch
plants grow and prefper, look for no cham-

2 Tn Short-hand.
b Pride, covetoainels, luft, envy, gluttony, anger,
Ioth.
PIHIT&
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pian or region void of thorns; but produc-
tions like the ¢ tree of Goa, and forefts of
abomination.

S E CT. V.

UIDE not the hand of Gop, nor

order the finger of the ALMIGHTY
unto thy will and pleafure ; but {it quiet in
the {oft fhowers of PRovIDENCE, and
favourable diftributions in this world, ei-
ther to thyfelf or others. And fince not
only judgments have their errands, but
mercles their commafiions 5 inatch not at
every favour, nor think thyfelf pafied by if
they fall upon thy neighbour. Rake not
up envious difplacences at things {uccefsful
unto others, which the wist pisposER of all
thinks not fit for thylfelf. Reconcile the
-events of things unto both beings, that is,
of this world and the next: {fo will there

¢ Arbor Goa de Ruyz, or Ficus Indica, whoie

branches {end dovwn fhoots which root in the ground,
" from whence there {ucccfiively rife others, till one tree
becomes a wood. Finf edit.

r3leln
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not feem {o many riddles in PrRovipenNceE,
nor various inequalities in the difpenfation
of things below, If thou doft not anoint
thy face, yet put not on fackcloth at the

telicities of others. Repining at the good,
draws on rejoicing at the evils of others:

and {o falls into that 2 inhumane vice, for
which fo few languages have a name. The

bleffed Spirits above rejoice at our happi-
nefs below : but to be glad at the evils of

one another, is beyond the malignity of
hell ; and falls not on evil fpirits, who,
tho’ they rejoice at our unhappinefs, take
no pleafure at the afflictions of their own
focicty or of their fellow natures. Dege-
nerous heads! who muft be fain to learn

from fuch examples, and to be taught from
the {chool of hell.

2 Eqinaependnia. Firfl edit.

SECT.
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S ECT VL

b R AIN not thy vicious {tains; nor
deepen thofe {wart tinctures, which
temper, infirmity, or ill habits have fet up-
on thee ; and fix not, by iterated deprava-
tions, what time might efface, or virtuous

wafhes expunge. He, who thus {till ad-
vanceth in iniquity, deepneth his deformed
hue ; turns a fhadow into night, and makes
himfelf a Negro in the black jaundice ; and
{0 becomes one of thofe loft ones, the dii-
proportionate pores of whofe brains afford
no entrance unto good motions, but refiect
and fruftrate all counfels, deaf unto the
thunder of the laws, and rocks unto the
cries of charitable commiferators. He who
hath had the patience of Diogenes, to make
orations unto ftatues, may more fenfibly ap-
~ prehend how all words fall to the ground,
fpent upon fuch a furd and earlefs gencra-
tion of men, ftupid unto all inftruction,

b Sce note {a) page 15,

and
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and rather requiring an exorcift than an ora-
tor for their converfion !

S E C T. VIL

URD E N not the back of 2 Aries,
Leo, or Taurus, with thy faults; nor
make Saturn, Mars, or Venus, gullty of
thy follies. Think not to faften thy im-

periections on the ftars, and {o defpairingly
conceive thyfelf under a fatality of being

evil. Calculate thyfelt within; {ecck not
thyfelf in the moon, but in thine own orb
or ® microccofmical circumierence.  IL.et ce-
leftial afpeéts admonifh and advertife, nox
conclude and determine thy ways. For
fince good and bad f{tars moraliz¢c not our
aﬂlons, and neither excuiec or commend,
acquit or condemn ocur good or bad deeds
at the prefent or laft bar; fince {ome are
altrologically well difpofed, who are mo-
raliv hiehly wviclous ; notr celeftial figures,
but virtuous {cheines, muft denominate and

2 The Raom, Lior, or Ball, figns in the zodiack.
v < Ip the compafs of thy own litﬂe wona
jT i-il'n-.!
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ftate our altions. If we rightly underftood
the names whereby G op calleth the ftars s
if we knew his name for the dog-ftar, or

by what appellation Jupiter Mars and Sa-
turn obey his will 3 it might be a welcome
acceffion unto aftrology, which {peaks great
things, and is fain to make ufe of appella-
tions from Greck and barbarick fyftems.
Whatever influences impulfions or inclina-
tions there be from the lights above, 1t were
a piece of wildom to make one of thofe
¢ wife men who overrule their ftars, and
with their own militia contend with the
hoft of heaven. Unto which attempt there
want not auxiliaries from the whole ftrength
of morality, fupplies from chriftian ethicks,
influences alfo and illuminations from a-
bove, more powerful than the lights of
heaven.

= Sapiens dominabitur aflris.  Fa 7 ediz,

Sk CF
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and rather requiring an cxorcift than an oru-
tor for their converfion !

S ¥ C . VIL

URDEN not the back of a Arjc,

Leo, or Taurus, with thy faults; nos
make Saturn, Mars, or Venus, guilty of
thy follies. Think not to faften thy im-
perfections on the ftars, and {o defpairingly
conceive thyfelf under a fatality of being
evil. Calculate thyfelt within; feck not
thyfelf in the moon, but in thine own orb
or ® microcofmical circumfiercnce.  L.et ce-
leftial afpeéts admonifh and advertife, nos
conclude and determine thy ways. Far
fince good and bad ftars moralizc not our
actions, and neither excuie or commend,
acquit or condemn our good or bad deeds
at the prefent or laft bar; fince tome are
altrologically well difpofed, who are mo-
raliv highly wviclous ; not celeftial figures,
but virtuous {chemes, muft denominate and

. . X C o,
A I'be Ram, Lion, or Ball, figns in the 7 odisck.
b ¢« In the compafs of thy own Lttle world.”

[
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fate our actions. If we rightly underftood
the names whereby G op calleth the ftars s
if we knew his name for the dog-ftar, or
by what appellation Jupiter Mars and Sa-
turn obey his will 3 it might be a welcome
acceflion unto aftrology, which {peaks great
things, and is fain to make ufc of appella-
tions from Greelkk and barbarick {yftems.
Whatever influences impulfions or inclina-
tions there be from the lights above, it were
a picce of wildom to make one of thofe
¢ wife men who overrule their ftars, and
with their own militia contend with the
hoft of heaven. Unto which attemipt there
want not auxiliaries from the whole ftrength
of morality, fupplies from chriftian ethicks,
influences alfo and illuminations from a-

bove, more powerful than the lights ot
heaven,

* Sapiens dominabitur aftris.  Finf? eds2.

S ECL
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S E C T. VIII.

ON FOUND not the diftinétions of

thy life which nature hath divided;
that is, youth, adolefcence, manhood, and
old age: nor in thefe divided periods,
wherein thou art in a manner four, con-
ceive thyfelf but one. l.et every divifion
be happy in its proper virtues, nor one vice
run through all.  Let each diftinction have
its {alutary tranfition, and critically deliver
thee from the imperfections of the former,
fo ordering the whole, that prudence and
virtue may have the largeft {ection. Do as
a child but when thou art a child, and ride
not on a reed at twenty. Ide who hath not
taken leave of the follies of his youth,
and in his maturer f{tate fcarce got out of
that divifion, difproportionately divideth his
days, crowds up the latter part of his life,
and leaves too narrow a corner for the agec
of wifdom:; and {o hath room to be a man,
fcarce longer than he hath been a youth.

Rather than to make this confufion, anti-
cipate
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cipate the virtues of age, and live long
without the infirmities of it. So may’ft
thou count up thy days as fome do
2 A Dam’s, that is by anticipation; {o
may’ft thou be coetaneous unto thy elders,
and a father unto thy contemporaries.

S E C T, IX,

HI11.E others are curious in the

choice of good air, and chiefly {olli-
citous for healthful habitations, {tudy thou
converfation, and be critical in thy confor-
tion. The afpelts, conjunétions, and con-
hgurations of the {tars, which mutually di-
verfily, intend, or qualify their influences,
are but the varieties of their nearer or far-
ther converfation with one another, and like
the confortion of men, whereby they be-
come better or worfe, and even exchange
their natures. Since men live by examples,
and will be imitating fomething ; order thy
mitation to thy improvement, not thy ruin.

* A D awm, thoughtto be created in the flate of man,

about thirty years old.  Firf? cdis.
ool
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L.ook not for rofes in 2 Attalus his garden,
or wholefome flowers in a venomous plan-
tation. And {ince there is {carce any one
bad, but {fome others are the worfe for him;
tempt not contagion by proximity, and ha-
‘zard not thyfelf in the fhadow of corrup-
tion. He who hath not early {uffered this
{hipwreck, and in his younger days efcaped
this Charybdis, may make a happy voyage,
and not come in with ® black {ails into the
port.  Self-converfation, or to be alone, is
better than {fuch confortion. Some {chool-
men tell us, that he is properly alone, with
whom in the fame place there is no other of
the fame {pecies. Nabuchodonozor was
alone, though among the beafts of the field;
and a wife man may be tolerably faid to b
alone, though with a rabble of people httle
better than beafts about him.  Unthinking
Leads, who have not learn’d to be alone,

a Attalus made a garden which contained only ve-

nomous plants. fz2/F edit.
b Alluding to the fiory of Thefeus, who had black
{ails when he went to engage the Minotaur in Crete.

arc
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are in a prifon to themielves, if they be not
alfo with others: whereas, on the contrary,

they whofe thoughts are in a fair, and hurry
within, are {ometimes fain to retire into
company, to be out of the crowd of them-
felves. He who muft needs have com-
pany, muit needs have {fometimes bad com-
pany. Be able to be alone. L.ofe not the
advantage of folitude, and the fociety of
thyfelf ; nor be only content, but delight
to be alone and fingle with O MN I PR E-
sExcy. He who is thus prepared, the
day is not unea{y nor the night black unto

him. Darknefs may bound his eyes, not his
imagination. In his bed he may lie, like
° Pompey and his fons, in all quarters of
the earth ; may fpeculate the univerfe, and
enjoy the whole world in the hermitage of
himfelf. Thus the old Afcetick chriftians
found a paradife in a deferr, and with little
converife on earth held a converfation in hea-

ven 3 thus they aftronomiz’d in caves, and

° Pompeios Juvenes Afia atque Europa, fed ipfum
Terra tegit Libyes. Fioft edit,
| K1 though
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though they bcheld not the ftars, had the
glory of heaven before them.

S E C T, X.

E T the characters of good things ftand

indelibly in thy mind, and thy thougits
be attive on them. Truft not too much
unto {fuggeftions from 2 reminifcential amu-
lets, or artificial memorandums. Let the
mortifying Janus of * Covarrubias be in
thy daily thoughts, not cnly on thy hand
and fignets, Rely not alone upon [ilent
and dumb remembrances.  Behold not

2 Any thing worn on the hand or body, by way of
monition or remembrance.

b Don Scbaitian de Covarrubias, writ three centu-
ries of moral emblems in Spanifth. In the §Sth of the
fecond century he {cts down two faces averic, and con-
joined Janus-like ; the one a gallant beautiful face,
the other a death’s-head face, with this motio out of
Ovid’s Metamorphofis,

Quid fuerim, quid fimque, vide.
Feoofl edit.

nleiny

You difcern
- What now 1 am, and what I was fhalllearn. Avvi:.

death’s
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death’s heads tiil thou docft not fce them,
nor Jook upon mortifying objects rill thou
overlook’ft them. Forget not how aflue-
faCtion anto any thing minorates the paffion
from it; how conftant objects lofe their
hints, and fteal an inadvertilement upon us.
There is no excufe to forget what every
thing prompts unto us. To thoughtful ob-
lervators, the whole world is a ¢ phylattery;
ond every thing we fee an 1tem of the wil-
dom, power, or goodnefs of Gop. Hap-
Py are they who verify their amulets, and
make their phylacteries {peak in their lives
and actions.  T'o run on in defpight of the

revullions and pull-backs of fuch remora’s,
iggravates our tranforeflions. When death’s-
heads on our hands have no influcnce up-
on our heads, and flethlefs cadavers abate
not the exorbitances of the fleth; when
cructhxes upon mens’ hearts {fupprefs not
their bad commotions, and his image who
Wwas murdered for us withholds not from
blood and murder , phylacteries prove but

¢ See Paﬂ'c ﬂq note (a)

H2 for-
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formalities, and their defpifed hints tharpen
our condemnations.

S E C T. XL

O O K not for whales in the Euxine fea,

or expeCt great matters where they are

not to be found. Seek not for profundity
in fhallownefs, or fertility in a wildernefs,
Place not the expectation of great happinefs
here below, or think to find heaven on
earth 3 wherein we muft be content with
embryon-felicities, and fruitions of doubt-
ful faces: for the circle of our felicities
makes but fhort arches. In every clime
we are in a 2 perifcian ftate ; and, with our
light, our fhadow and darknefs walk about
us. Our contentments ftand upon the tops

of pyramids ready to fall off, and the infe-:
curity of their enjoyments abrupteth our

tranquillities,. 'What we magnify is magni-

a ¢ With fhadows all round us.”” 'The Perifcii are
thofe, who, living within the polar circle, fee the fun
move round them, and confequently projett their fha-
dows in all direc¢tions.

ficent,
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ficent, but, like to the Colofius, noble
without, ftuft with rubbidge and coarfe
metal within. Even the fun, whofe glorious

out{lide we behold, may have dark and {fmoky
entrails. In vain we admire the luftre of
any thing {een : that which 1s truly glo-
rious, is invifible.  Paradife was but a part
of the earth, loft not only to our fruition
but our knowledge. And if, according to
old dictates, no man can be {aid to be happy
before death ; the happinefs of this life goes
for nothing before it be over, and while we

think ourfelves happy we do but ufurp that
name. Certainly, true beatitude groweth

not on earth, nor hath this world in it the
expettations we have of it. He {wims in
b oil, and can hardly avoid finking, who
hath fuch light foundations to fupport him :
‘us, therefore, happy, that we have two
worlds to hold on. To enjoy true happi-
nefs, we muft travel into a very far coun-
try, and even out of ourfelves; for the

b Which being a light fluid, cannot {fupport any

h{:ﬂ".’}r L‘Ody,
H 3 pearl
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pearl we {eek for is not to be found in the
Indian, but in the @ Empyrean ocean.

S E C T. XIL

N SW E R not the {pur of fury, and
_ be not prodigal or prodigious in re-
venge. Make not one in the b Hiftona
horribilis 3 © flay not thy {ervant for a bro-
ken glafs, nord pound him in a mortar

who offendeth thee ; fupererogate not in the
worft {fenfe, and overdo not the neceflities
of evil: humour not the injuflice of re-

venge. Be not ftoically miftaken in the
equality of fins, nor commutatively ini-
quous in the wvaluation of tranigrefiions;

2 ‘¢ In the expanfes of the higheft heaven.”

b A beol {6 intitled, wherein are fundry horrid ac-
counis. .F-*rﬁ‘ cdit. -

¢ When Auéuﬂus {apped with one of the Roman
fenaters, z flave happened to break a glafs, for which
his maifter ordered him to be thrown into his pond to
iced his lampreys. Auguftus, to punifh his crueltys
ordered all the glafles in the houfe tc be broken.
d Arpaxarchus, an aptient philofopher, was beaten
in a mortar by a tyrant.
hut
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but weigh them in the fcales of heaven,
and by the weights of righteous reafon.
Think that revenge too high, which is but:
level with the offence. IL.et thy arrows of
revenge fly fhort; or.be aimed like thofe of
Joxarman, to fall befide the mark. Too
many there be to whom a dead enemy
fmells well, and who find musk and am-
Ler in revenge. The ferity of fuch minds
holds no rule in retaliations, requiring too
oiten a head for a tooth, and the fupreme
revenge for trefpafies which a night’s . reft
fhould obliterate. But patient meeknefs
takes injuries like pills, not chewing but
fwallowing them down, laconically fuffer-
g, and filently pafling them over; while
angered pride makes a noife, like ¢ Ho-
merican Mars, at every fcratch of offences.

¢ Tu mifer exclamas, ut Stentora vincere poflis,
Vel potius quantum Gradivus Homericus,  Ju v,
Firjt ed:t.
You rage and ftorm, and blafphemouily loud,
As Stentor bellowing to the Grecian crowd,
Or Homer's Mars. CRrREECH.

H 4 Since
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Since @ women do moft delight 1n revenge,
it may {eem but feminine manhood to be
vindicative. If thou muft needs have thy
revenge of thine enemy, with a b {oft
tongue break his bones, heap coals of fire
on his head, forgive him and enjoy it. To
forgive our enemies is a charming way of
revenge, and a fhort Cafarian conqueft
overcoming without a blow; laying our
enemies at our feet, under {orrow, fhame,
and repentance ; leaving our foes our friends,
and {follicitoufly inclined to gratetul retalia-
tions. Thus to return upon our adverfa-
ries, is a healing way of revenge; and todo
good for evil a {oft and melting ultion, a

2 s Mnt1

Semper et infirmi eft animi exiguique voluptas,
Ultio Sic collige, qued vindicta
Nemo magis gaudet, quam fcemina. Juv,

Revenge! which {till we find

‘The weakeft frailty of a feeble mind.
Degenerous paflion, and for man too bafe,

It feats its empire in the femalec race. CreEecCH.

b A foft tongue breaketh the bones. Prov. xxv. 15.
Frofl edit. |

™~

method
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method taught from heaven to keep all
fmooth on earth. Common forceable ways
make not an end of evil, but leave hatred
and malice behind them. An enemy thus
reconciled is little to be trufted, as wanting
the foundation of love and charity, and but
for 2 time reftrained by difadvantage or
inability. If thou haft not mercy for others,
yet be not cruel unto thylfelf. To rumi-
nate upon evils, to make critical notes up-
on injuries, and be too acute in their appre-
henfions 3 1s to add unto our own tortures,
to feather the arrows of our enemies, to
lath ourfelves with the {corpions of our
foes, and to refolve to fleep no more: for
injuries long dreamt on, take away at laft
all reft; and he {leeps but like Regulus,
who bufieth his head about them.

S kE C T. XIIL

AMU S E not thyfelf about the riddies

of future things. Study prophecies
when they are become hiftories, and paft

hovering in their caufes. KEye well things
palt
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paft and prefent, and let conjettural faga-
city {uffice for things to come. There is a
fober latitude for prelcience in contingen-
ces of difcoverable tempers, whereby dif-
cerning heads {ee fometimes beyond their
eyes, and wife men become prophetical.
Leave cloudy predictions to their periods,
and let appointed {feafons have the lot of
their accomplifhments. *Tis too early to
fudy {uch prophecies before they have been
long made, before fome train of their caufes
have already taken firc, laying open 1n part
what lay obfcure and before buried unto us.
For the voice of prophecies 1s like that of
whifpering-places : they who are near, or
at a little diftance, hear nothing; thofe at
the fartheft extremity will underitand all.
But a retrograde cognition of times palt,
and things which have already been, 1s more
zmbfd&ory than a fufpended knowledge of
what 1s yet unexiftent. And the gmateﬂ:
nart of time being already wrapt up 1n
things behind us; it’s now fomewhat late

to bait afrer things before us; for futurity
ftill
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fiill fhortens, and time prefent fucks in
time to come.  What 1s prophetical in one
age proves hiftorical in another, and fo muit
hold on unto the laft of time; when there
will be no room for prediction, when Janus
fhall lofe one face, and the long beard of
cime fhall look like thofe of Davip’s fer-
vants, fhorn away upon one f{ide; and
when, if the expetted Erias fhould appear,
he might fay much of what 1s paft, not
much of what’s to come.

S E C T. XIV.

LIVE unto the dignity of thy nature,
and leave it not difputable at lalt,
whether thou haft been a manj or, fince
thou art a compofition of man and bealt,
how thou haft predominantly pafled thy
days, to ftate the demomination. Un-man
not, therefore, thyfelf by a beftial trans-
formation, nor realize old fables. Ex-
pofe not thyfelf by four-footed manners
unto monftrous draughts, and caricatura
veprefentations.  Think not after the old
Pytha-
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Pythagorean conceit, what beaft thou may’(t
be after death. Be not under any brutal
a metempiychofis while thou hveft, and
walkeft about ereftly under the fcheme of
man. In thine own circumference, as in
that of the earth, let the rational horizon
be larger than the fenfible, and the circle
of reafon than of fenfe : let the divine part
be upward, and the region of beaft below ;
otherwife, ’tis but to live invertedly, and
with thy head unto the heels of thy anu-

podes. Defert not thy title to a divine par-
~icle and union with invifibles. Let true

knowledge and virtue tell the lower

world, thou art a part of the higher. Let
thy thoughts be of things Whlch have not
entred into the. hearts: of beafts: think of
things long palt, and long to come: ac-
quaint thylelt wirh the b choragium of the
ftars, and confider the vaft expanfion be-
yond them. Let intelleCtual tubes give
thee a glance of things, which vifive organs

reach not. Have a glimpfe of incompre-

e £,2. note (aj. b Dance.

henfibles s

£
i

ce page

i:.rq



[ 109 ]

henfibles ; and thoughts of things, which
tHOnghts but tenderly touch. lL.odge im-
materials in thy head ; alcend unto invifi-
bles; fill thy {pirit with fpirituals, with the
myfteries of faith, the magnalities of reli-
gion, and thy life with the honour of
G op; without which, though giants in
wealth and dignity, we are but dwarfs and
pygmies in humanity, and may hold a piti-
ful rank in that triple divifion of mankind
into heroes men and beafts. For though
human fouls are faid to be equal, yet is
there no {mall inequality in their opera-
tions ; {fome maintain the alilowable {tation
of men ; many are far below it; and fome
have been fo divine, as to approach the
¢ Apogeum of their natures, and to be in
the confinium of {pirits.

¢ 'To the utmoft point of diuftance from earth and
carthly things.

SECT.
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'S E C T. XV.

B EH O LD thyfelf by inward opticks

and the 2 cryftalline of thy {oul.
Strange it 1s, that in the moft perfe&t {enfe
there fhould be {o many fallacies, that we
are failn to make a doétrine, and often to
fee by art. But the greateft impertection is
in our inward fight, that 1s, to be gholts
unto our own eyes; and while we are {o
iharp-fighted as to look thorough others,
to be invifible unto ourfelvess; for the in-
ward eyes are more fallacious than the cut-
ward. The vices we {coff at in others,
laugh at us within ourfelves. " Avarice pride

falfhood lie undifcerned and blindly in us,
even to the age of blindnefs: and, there-
fore, to fce ourfelves interiourly, we are

fain to borrow other men’s eyes ; where-
in true friends are good informers, and

cenfurers no bad friends. Conicience on-
ly, that can fee without light, fits in the

a Alluding to the cryftalline humour of the eye.

Arecopagy
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¢ Areopagy and dark tribunal of our hearts,
furveying our thoughts and condemning
their obliquities. Happy is that ftate of vi-
fion that can fee without light, though all
fhould look as before the creation, when
there was not an eye to fee, or light to ac-
tuate 2 vifion : wherein, notwithftanding, ob-
fcurity is only imaginable refpectively unto
eyes 3 for unto Gob there was none: eter-
nal light was ever 3 created light was for the
creation, not himfelf ; and as he faw before
the fun, may ftill alfo fee without 1t. In
the city of the new Jerufalem there is nei-
ther fun nor moon; where glorified eyes
muft fee by the ¢ Archetypal fun, or the
light of Gop, able to illuminate intellec-
tual eyes, and make unknown vilions. In-
tuitive perceptions in {piritual beings mays,
pernaps, hold fome analogy unto vifion:
but yet how they {ee us, or one another,
what eye, what light, or what perception 1s
required unto their intuition, 1s yet dark

b The great court, 11Le the Areopagus of Athens.
¢ Orlgmal

unre
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unto our apprehenfion ; and even how they
fee Gop, or how unto our glorified eyes the
beatifical wvifion will be celebrated, another

world muit tell us, when perceptions will

be new, and we may hope to behold in-
vifibles.

S ECT. XVL

H E N all looks fair about, and thou

{ceft not a cloud {o big as a hand to
threaten thee, forget not the wheel of
things : think of fullen wvicififitudes, but
beat not thy brains to foreknow them. Be
armed againft fuch obicurities, rather by
{fubmiffion than fore-knowledge. The know-
ledge of future evils mortifies prefent feli-
cities, and there is more content in the un-
certainty or ignorance of them. This fa-
vour our Saviou r vouchfafed unto PETER,
when he foretold not his death in plain
terms, and fo by an ambiguous and cloudy
delivery dampt not the {pirit of his difcl-
ples. But in the affured fore-knowledge of

the deluge, Noan lived many years under
the
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the affliction of a flood ; and Jerufalem was
taken unto JERE MY, before it was befieged.
And, therefore, the wifdom of aftrclogers,
who {pealk of future things, hath wilely
{oftned the {everity of their doétrines; and
even 1n their fad predictions, while they tell
us of inclination not coaction from the
ftars, they kill us not with Stygian oaths
and mercilefs neceflity, but leave us hopes
of evafion.

S E C T. XVIL

F' thou haft the brow to endure the name

of traitor, perjur’d, or oppreflor, yet
cover thy face when ingratitude is thrown at
thee. If that degenerous vice poffefs thee,
hide thyfelt in the fhadow of thy fhame,
and pollute not noble fociety. Grateful in-
genuities are content to be obliged within
lome compafs of retribution ; and being de-
prefled by the weight of iterated favours,
may {fo labour under thetr inabilities of re-
quital, as to abate the content from kind-
ncfles,  But narrow felf-ended fouls make

I pre-
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prefcription of good offices, and obliged by
citen favours think others {lill due unto
them : whereas, if they but once fail, they
prove lo perverlely ungrateful, as to make
nothing of former courtefics, and to bury
all that’s paft. Such tempers pervert the
ocnerous courfe of things; for they diicou-
rage the inclinations of noble minds, and
make beneficency cool unto alts of obliga-
tion, whereby the grateful world f{hould
fubfift, and have their confolation. Com-
mon gratitude muft be kept alive by the ad-
ditionary fuel of new courtefies : but genc-
rous gratitudes, though but once well obli-
oed, without quickening repetitions or cx-
pectation of new favours, have thankiui
minds for ever; for they write not their ob-
ligations 1n fandy but marble memorics,
which wear not out but with themfelves.

S E C T. XVIIL

HIN K not filence the wifdom of
fools; but, if rightly timed, the ho-
nour of wile men, who have not the infir-
mity,
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mity, but the virtue of taciturnity ;s and
{fpcak not out of the abundance, but the
well-weighed thoughts of their hearts. Such
filence may be eloquence, and {peak thy
worth above the power of words. Make

fuch a one thy frniend, in whom princes
may be happy, and great counfels fuccefsful.
Let him. have the key of thy heart, who
hath the lock of his own, which no tempta-
tion can open; where thy {ecrets may laft-
ingly lie, like the lamp in Olybius his » urn,
alive, and light, but clofe and invifible.

S I C T XIX.

LET thy oaths be facred, and promifes

be made upon the altar of thy heart.
Call not Jove b to witnefs, with a ftone in

one¢ hand, and a ftraw in another; and fo
make chaff and ftubble of thy vows.
Worldly f{pirits, whofe intereft is their be-

* Which after many hundred years was found burn-
ing under ground, and went out as foon ds the air
came to it. Eirfl edit.

b Jovem lapidem jurare. Firfl ediz.

I2 lief,
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lief, make cobwebs of obligations 3 and, if

they can find ways to elude the 2 urn of
the Praetor, will truft the thunderbolt of

Jupiter: and, therefore, if they thould as
deeply {fwear as ® Ofman to Bethlem Ga-
bor ; yet whether they would be bound by
thofe chains, and not find ways to cut fuch
Gordian knots, we could have no juft affu-
rance. But honeft mens’® words are Stygian
oaths, and promifes inviolable. Thefe are
not the men for whom the fetters of law
were firlt forged ; they nceded not the fo-
lemnefs of oaths ; ¢ by keeping their faith
they fwear, and evacuate fuch confirmations.

S E C T. XX

H O U G H the world be hiftrionical.
and moft men live ironically, yet be

thou what thou fingly art, and perfonate

2 "The veflel, into which the ticket of condemna-

tion or acquittal was caft.
b See the oath of Sultan Ofman in his life, in the

addition to Knolls his Turkifh hiftory. Firfl edit.
¢ Colendo fidem jurant., CvurTivus. Fipff edit.

only
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only thyfelf. Swim fmoothly in the ftream
of thy nature, and live but one man. To
fingle hearts doubling is difcruciating : fuch
tempers muft fweat to diffemble, and prove
but hypocritical hypocrites.  Simulation
muft be fhort : men do not eafily continue
a counterfeiting lite, or diflfemble unto
death. He who counterfeiteth, ats a part ;
and is, as it were, out of himfelf : which, if
long, proves {o irkiome, that men are glad
to pull off their vizards, and refume them-
felves again ; no practice being able to na-
turalize fuch unnaturals, or make a man
re(t content not to be himfelf. And, there-
fore, fince f{incerity is thy temper, let vera-

city be thy virtue, in words, manners, and
attions. To offer at iniquities, which have

fo little foundations 1n thee, were to be vi-
cious up-hill, and {train for thy condemna-
tien.  Perfons vicioufly inclined, want no
wheels to make them actively vicious; as
having the elater and f{pring of their own
natures to facilitate their iniquities. And,
therelore, {o many, who are finiftrous unto

I 3 good
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good actions, are ambi-dextercus unto bads
and Vulcans in virtuous paths, Achillefes in
V1CIOUS Imotions.

S E C T. XXI.

R E. ST not in the high-ftrain’d parado
- of old philofophy, fupjported by ncllx(_d

reafon, and the reward of mortal feliciry
but labour in the ethicks of faith, built up-
on heavenly afiiftance, and the happincefs oi
both beings. Underftand the rules, but
{fwear not unto the dodtrines of » Zeno or
Epicurus. Look beyend ® Antoninus, and
terminate not thy morals in © Sencea or
b Epictetus,  Let not the twelve;, but the
two tables be thy law : et Pythagoras be
thy remembrancer, not thy textuary and
final inftructer 3 and learn the vanity of the

world, rather from Soroyox than ¢ Phocy-
lydes,  Sleep not in the dogeras of the

"L

2 ‘'he auvthors of tiwe Stoicud and Hpicarean piido-
tophy.,

b Stoical philofophers.

¢ A writer of moral ftnteuccs in veris,

,L-’f:rip;ttllm
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¢ Peripatus, Academy, or Porticus, Be a
noralift of the ¢ mount, an Lpiétetus in
the faith, and chriftianize thy notiens.

S E C T. XXIL

E’\T feventy or cighty years, a man may
have a deep guft ot the world ; know
wihat 1t 15, what 1t can afford, and what °tis

to have been a man. Such a latitude of

years may hold a confliderable corner in the.
ceneral map of time; and a man may have
a curt epitome of the whole courfe thercof
in the days of his own life; may clearly fee
he hath but ated over his {ore-fatherss
what it was to live in ages paft, and what
living will be in all ages to come.

i1 E 1s like to be the beft judge of time,
who hath lived to fec about thc, fixtieth part
thereof.  Perfons of {hort times may know
what ’tis to live, but not the life of man,
who, having little behind them, are but

1 Three {chools of philofophy.

¢ Thar is, according to the ru'es laid down in our
§

Savicuw's fermon on the mount, .
? I 4 Janufes
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Janufes of one face, and know not fingu-
larities enough to raile axioms of this world!:
but fuch a compafs of years will fhew new
examples of old things, parallelifms of oc-
currences through the whole courie of time,
and nothing be monftrous unto him;
who may in that time underftand not only
the wvarieties of men, but the variaticn of
himfelf, and how many men he hath been
in that extent of time,

H g may have a clofe apprehenfion what
it is to be forgotten, while he hath lived to
find none who could remember his father,
or Icarce the friends of his youth; and may
fenfibly {ee with what a face in no long
time oblivion will look upon himlelf. His
progeny may never be his pofterity ; he
may go out of thé world lefs related than
he came into it; and, confidering the fre-
quent mortality in friends and relations, In
fuch a term of time, he may pafs away divers
years in {orrow and black habits, and leave
none to mourn for himifelf; orbity may be

his inheritance, and riches his repentance.
I'n
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I n fuch a thred of time, and long ob-
fervation of men, he may acquire a phy-
fiognomical 1ntuitive knowledge ; judge
the interiors by the outfide, and raife con-
jectures at firft fight ; and knowing what
men have been, what they are, what chil-
dren probably will be, may in the prefent
age behold a good part and the temper of
the next; and fince {fo many live by the
rules of conftitution, and {o few overcome
their temperamental inclinations, make ng

improbable predi¢ticns.
SucH a portion of time will afford a

large profpeét backward, and authentick
refleCtions how far he hath performed the
great intention of his being, in the honour
of his M a k¥ E R ; whether he hath made
good the principles of his nature, and what
he was made to be ; what charalteriftick and
fpecial mark he hath left, to be obfervable

in his generation ; whether he hath lived to
purpofe or in vain ; and what he hath added,
ated, or performed, that might confider-
ably fpeak him a man.

Ix
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I~ {fuch an age, delights will be unde-
highttul, and pleafures grow ftale unto him;
antiquated theorems will revive, and @ So-
LOMON’s maxims be demonftrations unto
him ; hopes or prefumptions be over, and
defpair grow up of any {atisfaction below.
And having been long tofled in the ocean
of this world, he will by that time feel the
in-draught of another, unto which this
feems but preparatory, and without it of no
bhigh value. He will expermmentally find
the emptinefs of all things, and the nothing
of what is paft ; and wifely grounding upon
true chriftian expcdtations, finding fo much
paftr, will wholly fix upon what is to come,
He will long for perperuity, and live as
though he made haite to be bappy. The
laft may prove the prime parr of his life,
and thofe his belt days which Le lived
neareft heaven.

a That all 1s vanityv.

il | % n rpd
S B C T,
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S E C T. XXIIL
LI V E happy in the Elizium of a virto-

oufly compofed mind, and let intellec-
tual contents excced the delights wherein
mere pleafurifts place their paradife. Bear
not too flack reins upon pleafure, nor let
complexion or contagion betray thee unto
the exorbitancy of delight.  Make pleature
thy recreation or intermaifiive relaxation, not
thy Diana, life and proieffion. Voluptu-
oufnefs 1s as infatiable as covctoufnefs.
Tranquillity 1s better than jollity, and to
appeaic pain than to invent pleafure, Our
hard entrance into the world, our miferable
going out of 1ir, our ficknefles, diftur-
bances, and fad rencounters in it, do cla-
morouily tell us we come not 1into the world
to run a race of dclight, but to perform the
lober acts and ferious purpofes of man
which to omit were foully to mifcarry in
the advantage of humanity, to play away
an uniterable life, and to have lived 1 vain.
Forget not the capital end, and frultrate
not.
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not the opportunity of once living. Dream
not of any kind of 2 metempfychofis or
tranfanimation, but into thine own body,
and that after a long time; and then alfo
unto wail or blifs, according to thy firft and
tundamental life. Upon a curricle in this
world depends a lone courfe of the next,
and upon a narrow {cene here an endlefs ex-
panfion hereafter. In wvain fome thmk to
have an end of their beings with their lives,
Things cannot get out of their natures, or
be or not be in delpight of their conftitu-
tions. Rational exiftences in heaven perifh
not at all, and but partially on earth: that
which is thus once, will in fome way be al-
ways ¢ the firft hiving human {oul 1s {kill a-
live, and all Apawm bhath tound no period.

S E C T. X3H1V.
S INCE the {ltars of heaven do differ i

glory ; f{ince 1t hath pleafed the AvL-
mMiGHTY hand to honour the north-pole

with lights above the {fouth ; fince there are

= See note {a} rage (2.
{ome
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fome {tars {fo bright that they can hardly be
Jooked con, fome fo dim that they can fcarce
be {feen, and vaft numbers not 1o be feen at
all even by artificial eyes; read thou the
earth in heaven, and things below from
above. IL.ook contentedly uvon the {catter-
ed difference of things, and expelt not
equality, in luftre, dignity, or perfection, in
regions or perions below ; where numercus
numbers muft be content to ftand like lac-
teous or nebulous i’cé,rs, little taken notice
of, or dim in their generations. All which
may be contentedly allowable in the affairs
and ends of -this world, and in fufpenfion

unto what will be in the order of things

hereafter, and the new fyftem of mankind
which will be in the world to come ; when
the laft may be the firft, and the firft the laft
when Lazarus may fit above Cafar, and the
juft obfcure on earth fhall fhine like the {fun
in heavens; when perfonations fhall ceale,
and hiftrionifm of happinefs be over; when

reality fhall rule, and all fhall be as they
fhall be for ever.

SECT,
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S E C T. XXV.

YA/ H E N the Stoick faid that = liic

would not be accepted, if it were ot~
fered unto fuch as knew ir, he fpoke too
meanly of that ftate of being which placeth
us in the form of men. It more depreciates
the value of this life, that men would not
live it over again ; for although they would
ftill live on, yet few or none can endure to
think of being twice the {fame men upon
earth, and {fome had rather never have hved
than to trcad over their days once more.
b Cicero 1n a prolperous ftate had not the
patience to think of beginning in a cradle
again. Jor would not only curfe the day
of his nativity, but alfo of his renafcency,
1f he were to alt over his difafters and the
miferies ‘of the dunghil. But the greatelt
underweening of this life is to undervalue

= Vitam nemo acciperet, fi daretur {cientibus.
ScNECca. Firfl cdir.
b Si quis Deus mihi largiatur, ut repuerafcam ct 1n
cunis vagiam, valde recafem. Cic. de Senectute.
that,
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+hat, unto which this is but exerdial or a
paffage leading unto it.  "Lhe great advan-
race of this mican lifc i1s thereby to ftand 1mn
a capacity of a better ; for the colonics of
heaven muft be drawn from earth, and the
fons of the firft Apam are only heirs unto
the fecond. Thus Apam came into this
world with the power alfo of another; nor
only to replenifh the carth, but the everlait-
ing manfions of heaven. Where we were
when the foundations of the earth were laid,
¢ when the morning ftars {ang together,
and all the fons of G op fhouted for joy,
He muft anfwer who asked it; who un-
derftands entities of preordination, and be-
ings yet unbeing; who hath in his intelleét
the ideal ex:f’cences of things, and entities
before their extances. Though it looks but
like an imaginary kind of exiftency, to be
before we are ; yet fince we are under the
decree or preicience of a fure and OMmN1IPO-
TeNT Power, it may be fomewhat more

b

¢ Job xxxviii.

than
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than a non-entity, to be in that mind, unto
which all things are prefent.

S E C T. XXVI
E I the end of the world fhall have the

fame foregoing figns, as the period of
empires, [tates, and dominions in it, that
1s, corruption of manners, inhuman dege-
nerations, and deluge of iniquities; it may
be doubted, whether that final time be o
far off, of whoie day and hour there can be
no prefcience. But while all men doubt,
and none can determine how long the
world thall laft, {ome may wonder that it
hath fpun out {o leng and unto our days.
For if the ALmicHTY had not determin’d
a fixed duration unto it, according to his
mighty and mercittul defignments in it if
he had not faid unto it, as he did unto a
part of it, hitherto fhalt thou go and no
farther ; if we conflider the inceflant and
cutting provocations from the earth; it Is
not without amazement, how his patience

hath permitted fo long a continuance unto
1T 3




[ 129 ]

it 3 how he, who curfed the earth in the firft
days of the firft man, and drowned 1t 1n
the tenth generation after, fhould thus laft-

ingly contend with fleth, and yet defer the
Jaft flames. For f{ince he is fharply pro-
voked every moment, yet punitheth to
pardon, and forgives to forgive again;
what patience could be content to alt over
fuch viciffitudes, or accept of repentances
which muft have after-penitences, his good-
nefs can only tell us. And furely if the
patience of HEAVEN were not proportion-
able unto the provocations from earth, there
needed an interceflor not only for the fins,
but the duration of this world, and to lead
it up unto the prefent computation. With-
out fuch a merciful longanimity, the hea-
vens would never be fo aged as to grow
old like a garment. It were in vain to in-
fer from the doftrine of the fphere, that
the time might come, when Capella, a
noble northern ftar, would have its motion
in the ZEquator ; that the northern zodia-

cal figns would at length be the fouthern,
K the
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the fouthern the northern, and Capricorn
become our Cancer. However, therefore;
the wifdom of the CreaTor hath ordered
the duration of the world, yet fince the
end thereof brings the accomplifhment of
our happinefs, fince fome would be content
that it thould have no end, fince evil men
and {pirits do fear it may be too fhort,
{ince good men hope it may not be too
long 3 the prayer of the {faints under the
altar will be the {upplication of the righ-
teous world, that his mercy would abridge
their languithing expectation, and haften
the accomplifhment of their happy ftate to

come.

S E C T. XXVIL

HOUGH good men. are often ta-

ken away from the evil to comre;
though fome in evil days have been glad
that they were old, nor long to behold
the iniquities of a wicked world, or judg-
ments threatened by them; yet is it no
{mall {atisfaétton unto honeft minds, to
leave
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leave the world in virtuous well-temper’d
times, under a profpett of good to come,
and continuation of worthy ways accent-
able unto Go o and man. Men who die
i deplorable days, which they regretfully
behold, have not their eyes clofed with the
like content ; while they cannot avoid the
thoughts of proceeding or growing enor-
mities, difpleafing unto that Sp1 R 1 T un-
to whom they are then going, whole ho-
nour they defire in all times and through-
out all generations. If Lucifer could be
freed trom Lis difmal place, he would
little care though the reft were left behind.
Too many there may be of 2 Nero’s mind,
who, if their 6wn turn were ferved, would
not regard what became of others; and,
when they die themficlves, care not if all

perith. But good men’s wifhes extend
beyond their lives, for the happinefs of

2 Nero often had this faying in his mouth,
"Eys Sdvov] 8- e pexlinte wuer !

““ when I am once dead, let the carth and fire be
“ jumbled together.”

K 2 times
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times to come, and never to be known un-
to them. And, therefore, while fo many
queftion prayers for the dead, they chari-
tably pray for thofe who are not yet alive;
they are not fo enviou{ly ambitious to go to
heaven by themfelves; they cannot but
humbly with, that the little flock might
be greater, the narrow gate wider, and that,
as many are called, fo not a few might he

chofen.

S E C T. XXVIII,
THAT a greater number of angels

remained in heaven, than fell from

it, ‘the {chool-men will tell us; that the
number of blefled fouls will not come
fhort of that vaft number of fallen {pirits,
we have the favourable calculation of others.
‘What age or century hath fent moft fouls
unto heaven, he can tell who vouchiafeth
that honour unto them. Though the num-
ber of the blefled muft be complete before
the world can pafs away; yet {ince the

world itfelf feems in the wane, and we have
no
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rio fuch comfortable prognofticks of latter
times ; {ince a greater part of time is fpun
than is to come, and the bleffed roll already
much replenifhed ; happy are thofe pietiess,
which follicitoufly look about, and haften te
make one of that already much filled and
abbreviated lift to come.

S E C T. XXIX.
‘ I '"HINK not thy time fhort in this

world, fince the world itfelf is not
long. The created world is but a {mall pa-
renthefis in eternity ; and a fhort interpofi-
tion for a time between fuch a ftate of du-
ration, as was before it and may be aiter it.
And if we fhould allow of the old tradi-
tion, that the world fthould laft {ix thoufand
years, it could fcarce have the name of old,

{ince the firft man lived near a f{ixth part
thereof, and feven Methufelahs would ex-
ceed its whole duration. However, to pal-
liate the fhortnefs of our lives, and fome-
what to compenfate our brief term in this
world, it’s good to know as much as we

cad
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can of it; and alfo, fo far as poffibly in us
lieth, to hold fuch a thcory of times paft,
as though we had feen the fame. He who

hath thus confidered the world, as alio how

therein things long paft have been anfwered-
by things prefent ; how matters in one. age.

have been ated over in another ; and how
there i1s nothing new under the fun; may

conceive himielf in fome manner to have
lived from the beginning, and to be as old

as the world 3 and if he fhould {till live on,
*twould be but the fame thing.

S BE C T. XXX,

ASTLY. 2 if length of days bec thy
portion, make it not thy expectation.

Reckon not upon long life : think every day

2 Omnem crede diem tibi diluxifie fupremum,
" Grata fupervenicet quz non {perabitur hora. 1lor.

Believe, that ev’ry morning’s ray

Hath lighted up thy lateft day ;

Then, 1f to-morrow’s {un be thine,

With double luflre {hall it fhine. Frawcis,

r]e
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‘the laft, and live always beyond thy account.
He that {o often furviveth his expectation
lives many lives, and will {carce complain

of the fhortnefs of his days. Time paft 1s
cone like a fhadow; make time to come

prefent. Approximate thy latter times by
prefent apprehenfions of them : be like a
neighbour unto the grave, and think there
is but little to come. And {fince there 1s
fomething of us that will ftill live on, join
both. lives together, and live in one but for
the other. He who thus ordereth the pur-
pofes of this life, will never be far from the
next; and is in fome manner already in it,
by a happy conformity, and clofe apprehen-
fion of it. And if, 2 as we have elfewhere
declared, any have been fo happy, as per-
{fonally to underftand chriftian annihilation,

extafy, exolution, transformation, the kifs

b In his treatife of UrRNBURIAL. Some other
parts of thefe eflays are printed in a letter among
Br ownE’s pofthumous works. ‘Thofe references to

his own books prove thefc eflays to be genuine.

of
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