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THE PREFACE.

THE advantage of a clear, comprehensive, and regular
view of the FIGURES, the TYpPEs, and.the prEDICTIONS oOf
seripture, is obvious. In the rirsT, we obterve the sur.
prising eloquence of Heaven, and discern almost every
form in nature, a guide to, and an illustrator of inspired
truth, By the seconp, we perceive the whole substance
of the gospel of Christ, trnly eghibited in ancient shadows,
persons, and things ;—in laws apparently carnal and tri-
fling.. Iu the THIRD, we observe how astonishingly inspi.
red predictions properly arranged, and cempared with the -
history of nations and churches, do illustrate each other ;
and modern events, as with the evidence of miracles, con.
firm eur faith in the oracles of God. The usefulness of
what [ have attempted, with respect to all the THrEE,
must be left to the providence of God.

The subsequent MEDITATIONS, relate to the rigures of -
sacred writ. 'To avoid too peremptory parallels, and to
awaken devotion, they are cast into the present form.—
The emBLEMS, the signification of which appeared uncere
tain or diversified, are repeated under different heads. To
B shun interfering with Tyres, many rich EMBLEMS, a3 of
% Zion rriEsTs, &c. are wholly omitted, or but slightly
touched. To shun a tiresome length, and a sinking dul.
ness, that which was .just before hinted on a similar Em«
BLEM, is not seldom passed over ; and the history of Eme
sLEMS is left to be collected from the account of the oz
jects which they represent ; nor on THis are ought but
“hints offered, and the enlargement is left to the reader’s
own mcditation. What friendly indulgence is requisite to .
pardon mistakes, the peruser must judge. Meanwhile, it -
is hoped he will remember, that the espial of faults is .
Much easier work thas to aviod shem,



CONTENTS.
BOOK L

A general view of the ricures. of scripture language,

p‘ 5s'.—"16§
BOOK II.

Explication of METAPHORS respecting PERSONS, vim
God, p. 16.—Christ, 47.—The Holy Ghost, 12 5.—Holy
angels, 135.—Fallen angels, 138.—Men in gen cral, i44:
—Samts, 159.—-Wicked men, 213.—Faithful ministers,.
342.—False teachers, 257.—The true church, 964 —.
. Corrupt churches, Antichrist, 289,—Nations, Jews, Egyp-.
tians, Assyrians, Chaldeans, Persians Grecks, Rom ans, Tyr-
" 1ans, Saragens, Turks; armies, families, £97.

BOOK: I1I..

Explication of MeTAPHORS respecting THING 3, viz.-God’s'
purpose and ‘providence, 334.—Covenants of works and
grace, 338.—Word of God, 344.—Law and gospel, 554..
—Gospel-dispensation and ordinances, 367.—God’s fa-
vour, and gifts of change of state and nature ; justifica.
tion, sanctification, fellowship with God, 877.—Saving
grace, faith, hope, love, repestance, zeal, humility, and ex..
ercise of grace, 391.—Sin, in its state, course, kinds, temp-
tations, 411.—Prosperity, spiritual or . temporal, 440, —.
Adversity, 443.—Human. life, 456.—Opportnnities of
doing good, 459.—Death, 463.—The resurrection,
467.—The day of judgment, 468.—This world, 47).—.
The state of glory in heaven, 473.—Hell, 478,

N. B. The above contents show, that the ensuing work .
contains a whole system of divine truth, represented in scrir. .
ture-metapbors..



A
BRIEF VIEW
OF THE

FIGURES,

AND LEXPLICATION OF

METAPHORS

CONTAINED IN SCRIPTURE.

300K .
SCRIPTURE LANGUAGE TN CENERAL.

IN the manner of the East, the language of inspi-
ration abounds with the most stukmo and instructive
figures. In noble and candid sim,)liuity, in bold allu-

sion, not all the writings of men can vie with these
oracles of God. Here, as onc would expect in the
idiom of Giodhead, the principal truths are brought
down to the w eakest capacity, that ignorance may
nave nothing to plead for excuse ; otaers, chieily pre-
dictions, are often wrapped up in ﬁgure obscure, and
hard to bc understood. Thus, till the fulfilment, the
learnieqd are forced to acknowledge their igincra nce, and
malicious opposers rendered incapabie to stop the pre-
dicted event.

The figures of sacred lan guage wre cither sIMPLE or
coMPLEX. The formier, without changing the native
sense of the words, embellish {, ¢ slile, enliven the rep-
resemfation, or Hustrate the suhject : the latier, while
tirey cnroble the stile, and illustrate the subject, do

B
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w0 cotvert toe e ms, {rom thejr ovdinary signification,
1y another conneciel with it, )

Simiple fignres ave, 1. A REPETITION of the same
i2rm or phrase ; whether in the same, or in different
t2ntences of a chapter, cr saction ; asof my, Psal. xviii,
1,2,8; my God, Psal. xxii. 1. and cxvili, 28; my halp,
Isal. exxi. 1, 2. —nhatsoever things are, Phil.iv. 8.
ks mercy endureth Jorever, Psal. exxxvi. Lord our
Lordy &c. Psal. viit. 1.9. 9. D1vERsIFYING of the

[9Fp ]

t2n¢e, while the sound is neayl y retained. Thus, Walk
in the flesh; and mar after the flesh ; agree pretty
niuch in sound, but differ vasily in sense. 2, Cmaxc-
736 of the sensc of a word ii; the same sentence. Thus
good, in Matth, xix, 16. s:gnifies, first, what if good and
veeful, in e limited sense ; and ther, what is i finitely
snd originally good ; Jruit of the vine, Matth. xxvi. 9,
both signifies patual wine, and ete nal bappiness.
4. CANFORMATION of the sound of the terms, to the
mournful, the joyful, the lerrible, detestable, or amia-
Lle nature of the subject. Thus tiie portion cf the
wicked is described 'in words sourdirg forth terror,
Fsel. xi. §, 6 ; the last day, in n:ost dreadful larguage,
2 Pet, iii. 10, 12. 5. OvTcries of admiration, ablo:-
rence, derision, commendation, wichirg, pity, joy,
srief 5 as, How great ic his goodness ! Ze h. ix. 17. Q
wretched man that I am ! &c. Rom. vii, 24. O nomun
Jreat is tly fuith ! Matth. xv. 28. 6. CorrECTIONS
¢f whai was just before asserted; as, Yet not I, but
Christ Weeth in me, Gal. ii. 90, Yet not I, but the
grace ef God, 1 Cor. xv. 10. 7. Iy pron:ises, the re-
ward 5 aud espericlly that which is terrible in a
turetiening, complairt, or oath, is s.mctimes partly
SUPPRRSED ¢ ag, K2 shall be clief and capiain, S Sun.,
v. 8. T rildrive kim out, Gen. iij. S9. #Hilt thou
crid e o 2 Pl vie 3. Let mo crase to exist, it 1
Vo Pell lxxz x. 85. 8. 1y Crrupliig ADDRESSESs ; as
¢f Nehenial te God, chap, iv, 4, 3 ; of God, by Jce!,
to the Rebrews, chup. ii. 12,13 ;0f Diavid to the mou-
tebs of Gulboa ; to the dauzltors of Ierag] ; 1o Jonma-
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than, 2 Sam, i, 21,24, 25, 6. 9. INTRODUCTION Of
speeches, real or feigned : as, of the chosen ruler of
Judah, Is. iii. 7; of their women, Is. iv. 1; of the fir-
{rees, and of the dead, Is. xiv. 8, 9 ; of hell and dc-
struction, Job. xxviii. 22, When these speeches are
wicked, they are sometimes expressed, rot as utiere:l
by the author, but as they truly meant. Thus, sinful
means of relief are called a covenant nith hell, axd a-
greement with death, Is. xxviii, 15; flattering prophe-
cics are called deceits, Is. xxx. 10 ; false witnesses arc
called sons af Belial, 1 Kings xxi. 10, 10, QuEsTioxs,
expressive of absurdity, wounder, doubt, demonstratio,
expostulation, anger, insult, gricf, negation, pity, dozire,
refusal, prohibition: as, How cun a man be born nken
ke is old 2 John iii. 4 How excellent is thy loving
kindness ! Psal. xxxvi. 7. Shall Sarah, that is ninzly
years old, becy 2 Gen. xvil. 17.  Is any thing too ha:d
for the Lord ! Gen., xviil, 14 &c. 11 Appziass O
those who are argued against : as, of the aposics to
the Jewizh rulevs, Acts iv. 19 of Paul to the Galatians,
chap. iii. 2. 12. RetorTiON, or throwingjback an ac-
cuzation or ohjection, on the sfarter of it. So Gol
throws back the charge of impustice on the Jews, who
charged him with it, Ezek. xviii ; the Syrophenizian
woman pleads the character of a dog, thrown out a-
gainst her, as an arguine~t for mercy, Maith, xv, 20,
27. To repel the questior, by what authority he act-
ed ? Jesus proposed the inquivies, Whether the baptism of
Jokn was from kzcoon, or of men ? Matth. xxi. 23. 25,
13. Prevention of ohjections, by answering them hc-
fore they be starled : Thus the objection, of God’s dc-
serting his church is prevented, Is, xlix. 14, 15. 1%
An apparent xg of that which an opposer pleads,
in order to shfw its absurdily ; or ils insuffictency t.
establish thepoint in dispute. So Paul granis tho
Jews to lave great knowledge of the law, and a cap--
city to instruct others ; in order to shew them, how

their ¢in in breaking the law was aggravated, Rorm. i.

17, %4,  James grarts the urgcdly prefeczor, that kg

- b -
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had faith ; but shews that the devils also believed and
trembled, Jam. ii. 19. 15. AsssicyaTiox of the reason
of an action, or name. Thus, Paul was not ashamed of
tlie Gospel, because it was the poner of God for salva-
iion to believers ; and it was so, hecause therein the
righteousness of frod mwas revealed, Rom. i. 16, 17. The
law silenceth and condemns ail men, because, by it is
the knonledge of sin ; and therefore, by the deeds of it
shall no fles*. be justified ; Rom. iii. 19, 20. No man
can be saved by the law ; because il werketh mrath in
our corrupt nature against God, and condemns us to
Lis just wrath, Rom. iv. 14, 15. 16. Lively pEscrip-
TIoNs ; which, as it were, present the objects to our
cyes, and other senses : as, of Tophet, Is. xxx. 33;of
Goliah, 1 Sam. xvii. 4. 6 ; of God’s compassion, Jer.
xxxi. 20. Hos.xi. 7, 8. 17. Dicressioxs ; in which
the «peaker for a time, turns aside from his immediate
tubjects, and descants uponan object ozcasior lly men-
tioned. Thusthe aposties often turn aside to discourse
concerning Jesus Christ : as Rev. i. 5. 8. Col. i. 14. 22,
18. TraxsiTioNs ; in which one part of the sentence
respects that which went before, and another what
follows. Thus, Cuvet earnestly the best gifts, respects
what precedes ; and, I skew you a more cxcellent way,
that which follows, 1 Cor. xii. 31. 19. CoNTRASTS ;
in which subjects dissimilar are compared, in ordcr to
mark clearly the nature, value, or unworthiness of the
one : so the condition of the wicked is contrasted with
that of the righteous, isal.i. God’s kindness and
men’s unfiuitfulness and wickedness, are contrasted, Is.
v. 1.—4. Men and the Holy Ghost are contrast. i,
Acts v. 4, 20. Couprarisox of things, !ike or unlike,
in ¢rder to argue fiom the one to the othe., "Thus
Christ argues from the lesser to the greui~t, Matth,
vi. 30. and vii. 11; and tnat God is t be 2ared Lud:
or than men, Motth, x. 28, 2L Ispv us Ly which
compound things are represented in te ir vanous parte.
And here there is, generally, an ascending, as to the
otjert, or the haguaze,  Thus the desolation of «
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country is described from the case of the ficlds, the
inhabitants, peopl pricst, servant, master, cci]ej,
buyer, &e. Iz xxiv. 1,2,3. God’s just judgment is
represented in his rewar dmg the rlfrhteoue and pup-
ishing the wicked, Rom. ii. 6.—9. The resurrection is
described, as partly to happiness, and parily to damna-
tion, John v. 28, 29. Christ’s state isdes-ribed, from
the debased and exalted circumstances of it, Phil. i. 6.
—10. Thus the sin or the judgment of men is often
dercribed, in a-variety of paltlculars, Fzek. xxii. and
xxiii. 9. Crowpixc of various qualities or things
info one sentence: as, of sacrifices, rams, bullocks,
lambs, he-o'oats, vain oblatlons, new moons, sabbaths,

asserablies, Ts. i, 11. 13,14 ; of forelmowledge, predes-
tination, calling, Justlﬁcatmr., glorification, Romi. viil.
29, 30. 23. REDOUBLED REPRESENTATIONS ; in which
objects are represented, first more- ob58urely, and then
more plainly ; as, Hear the right ; atténd to my cry ;
give-ear to my prayer, Psal. xvii. 1. Water, and the
Spirit, John iii. 5. Thy silver is become dross ; thy
wine is mixt with water ; thy princes are rebellious, and
cempanions of thieves, Is. i, 22,23. 24. CircumMiocu-
110N 3 in which, for modesty, or to sweeten or heigh-
ten the language, the proper name of an eb Ject is
avoided, and an indirect description is given in its
stead. So a chamber-pot is called a vessel wherein
- there is no pleasure, Jer. xxii. 2. 8. Urine is called
the naters of the feet, 2 Kings xviii. 27. Heb. Death
is called the king of terror.s, Job xviii. 14 25. RE-
FERENCES ; in which the words, or sense of another
speaker, or writer, are quoted, or alluded to. Here
the words arc sometimes (quoted in a sense which they
did not originaly seem to bear ; and scmeiimes the
terms or the sense of divers pacsawes are con,unct!y
queted into one. Quotations L, ailusions abeund in
the New Testament, Matth. i. 22. and xxi. 4, 5. Acts
vii. 43. &c. &e. concerning which, many emeﬂent oh-

servations may be found in Carpzov Defence of the
Lible,
B2
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Complex figures ave, metonymy ; syrecdoclic ; mc-
iosis; hyperhole; irony; mietaphor.

Dy neronvmy, the name of one object is given to
:mother, because of scme connection, not similitude, be-
twixt them, Thus, 1. The name of the matter, the
author, the cause, or instrument, is given to that which
is produced fromw, or by it ; or the name of the effect
is given to the author, cause, or instrument. Thus
the wocd in the Louses and furniture of Jerusalem 1s
called a forest, Jer. xxi. 14 ; Ezek. xx. 46 ; the tem-
ple, for its plenty of cedar-wood that grew in Lebanon,
is called Lebanen, Zech. xi. 1; a heaveuly frame is
called the Spirit, Rev. i, 10; the name of a father,
as of Jacob, Moah, &c. is given to his posterity, Is. xliii.
22, and xvi.; a testin.on'y is called the mouth, Deut.
xvii. 6 ; speech is called the tongue, Prov. xxv.15;
the benefits God bestows are called his love, 1 John
iii. 1. Contrariwise, Christ is called salvation, because
he is.the author of it, Gen. xlix. 18. Esau’s taking Ca-
naanitish wives is called a gricf, i. e. a cause of gnef
Gen. xxvi. 35; the gospel is called iAe power of God,
{. e. the mstrument of exerting it, Rom. i. 16 ; vwiory
over the world is called faith, as faith obtains it, 1
John v. 4 ; the transgression of Israel is called Sama-
ria ; and tbe high-places of Judah, Jerusalem ; because
thesc cmes chiefly promoted w ickedness ard idolatry,
Mic. i. 5; wiedom and knowledge are called stability,
because they are the means of it, Is. xxxiii. 6, 2. The
name of a subject is given to its adjunct; and of an
adjunct to its subject. Thus a cily, 2 country, the
carth, the world, is put for the . inhabitants of it, Jer.
iv, 29. Gen. vi. 11 ] a. cup, for that which is contained
in it, 1 Cor. xi. 25. This cup, &r, Psal. xxxiii. 4; a
nest for the pullets in it, Deut. xxii, 11 ; the heart, for
the desires, or otlier. t] xlD”S. contained in it, Psal. Ixii.
8. Pour out your kearts., 'Lfhe name of a possessor, is
given to whet is pcssessed 3 so Christ’s people are
called himself, Malth, xxv. 35.—45. Acts ix 4. 1 Cor.
xii. 19 ;0 the Lord, i; ¢, what offerings belonged 1o
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him, is called Levi’s inheritance, Deut. x. 9." The
rame of the thing signified is given to the sign; so
the wine in the Lord’s supper is called Christ’s blood,
or the New Testament in it, Matt. xxvii 20 ; and of
the sign to the thing signified ; the sovereign rule is
called a sceptre, Gen. xlix. 10. The narse of the qual-
ity is given to its subject ; so a scarlet and crimson
coloured thing is called scarlet and crimson, Is. i. 18.
The name of that which is contained, is given to that
which contains it ; so fields arc called the upper and
nether springs, Josh. xv. 19. 3. Names are put for the
person.or thing named; so the name of Christ, or of
God, often signifies precisely Christ, or God himself,
Acts iv. 12, Deut. xxviii. §8. 4. Persons.and things
are named according to appearance, not reality : soan-
gels are called men, Gen. xviii. Satan is called Samuel,
1 6Sa.m. xxviii. 14.—~20 ; error is called a gospe/, Gal.
1. 0. v : D
By synecpocue, 1. More universal terms are put
for such as are more restricted : as ary, for many;
for all kinds ;. for the greater or betler part, Matth.
iii. 5. and xix. 28 ; the morid, for the Roman empire,
the Gentiles, the wicked, the Antichristians, Luke ii.
1. 1 John 11. 2. and v. 18 ; Rev. xiii. 8 ; every crea-
ture, for men, Mark xvi. 15 ; or the plural nurmber for
the singular, as ckildren, for child, Gen. xxi. 7. 2.
More restricted terms are put for such asare more ex-
tensive : as, one for all of the kind, Psal. i. 1 ; yester-
day, for time past, Heh. xiii. 8 ; a limited number, as
thrice, seven, or ten times, for frequently, 2 Cor. xii.
8. Psal. cxix. 164 ; a thousand, five thousand, for an un-
certain number, Is. xxx. #7. 8. A whole person, thing,
place, or time, is put for an adjunct or part of it. So
Christ is said to die; to be huried; when only his
body died, ard was buried, John xix. 42. and ii. 13 ;
norid is put for Canacny, Rom. iv. 13 ; norih for Caldee
Jer. 1. 13 ; jor ever, for a long time, Dan, ii. 4. 4. A
part of a person, thing, place, or time, is put for the

Twh A ¢

whole of it. So <ruls domn’e Luman persons, Acts ii.
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41 ; resurrection is.put for Christ’s whole appearance
in our nature, Acts i. 22; hour for a period of time,
John iv. 23.

By MEIOSIS, 2 grea.t deal less is cxpressed, than is
really signified. Thus, m the w‘watwe precep’ \nuth
more is intended than is hteral}y expressed, . o) XX.
3~17.

By RYPZRBOLE, th.mgs are repretented as f.r more
insignificant, great, glorious, numerous, than ‘“cy re-
ally are. So the Hebrew spies 2 % repitwniied as

grasshoppers, Numb. xiil. 33 : the Lop ofa tmvmr or
wall is said to reach to lzeave:z, Gen. xic4. Den 1. 1.
the histories of all Christ’s works could not be ¢ \wtaz..
edy. rather porused, by the morid, Joha xxi. 25: the Is-
raelites are represented, as in number like to the sand
on the sea shore, or dust of the earth, Gen. xiii. 16. wnd
xxii, 17 : so camtentions are called nars, Jam. iv. 1
plent y of milk, honey, and butter, or oil, is represe .zd
as rivers of it, Job xxix. 6. Sanl a:nd Jonathk.. 1re
represented as swifter than eagles, and stronger ‘tan
lions, 2 Sam. i. 23.- The terms of this figure must al-
ways. be understood ‘with due limitation.

By 1zoxny, words are uttered with such an air, or
other circumstance, as makes them bhcar a sigrification
?uite contrary to their common ene: as, Let them, the

alse gods, rise.up and help you, Deut, xxxjl. 38. Bless
(rod, und diey, Job ii. 12. l{r qoice, O young ' man, &c.
Eecl. xi. 9. Sleep on now, Moatth. xxvi: 4. Cry aloud ;
for he is a God, &c. 1 Kings xviii, 21. Go up and pros-
per ; for the Lord shall deliver it, &c. 1 Kings xxii. 15.
When the irony is extremely shmp and reproachful, it
is called a sarcasm, as a gootly price, &c. Zech. xi. 13,
How glorious mas the King q/ Israel te-day ! 2 Sam.
vi. 20 He trusted in G'od, Psal. xxii. 8.

By MeTapnor, the names, qualities, and actiors,
proper to some persons or thmgs, are ascribed to other
persous or thinge, berause of some likeness between
them. These of ratione! heings, are ascribed to other
rational beiugs; so Satan 15 called a ged; ninisters,
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angels, &c.  Those of inanimate things, to other inun.
imate things ; so God’s purpose, or gospel, is cailed a
foundation, &c. 'These of living creatures, to things
without life : so the creation ic said to groan, to'travail,
to nill, &c. Those of things without life, to .such as
have it ; so Christ is called a way, a do¢r, the truth, &c.
That, by comparing the volumes of nature with the or-
acles of God, we may be alway, and every where, sur-
rounded with spiritual monitors. No figure is more
frequent than this : nor is there almost any. thing in
nature, from which it is not drawn. Particularly, 1.
From RATIONAL BEINGS : as Ged, holy angels, devils ;
chiefly from men, in their parTs, soul, body, fiesh, blood,
bones, head, face, eyes, ears, nose, mouth, cheeks, locks,
hair, neck, shoulder, back, belly, hands, loins, bowels, na-
vel, bosom, knees, legs, feet ; in their RELATIONS, mar-
riage, husband, spouse, men, momen, virgins, young men,
fathers, mothers, sons, daughters, children, babes, widons,
masters, seroants, kings, judges, captains, subjects, sol-
diers, army, shepherds, teachers, Canaanites, Arabians,
Sodom, Gomorrah, Babylon, Egypt ; in their ADIUNCTS,
life, heallh, strength, beauty, mounds, sickness, leanness,
lameness, blindness, plague, consumption, death, burial ;
and in their sensaTIONS, of secing, hearing, smelling,
tasting, feeling, hunger, thirst ; with their RELATIVES,
comely, green, red, white, black, ugly, sweet, bitter, loath-
somz, hard, soft ; in their acrions, to eat, drink, stay,
stump, walk, run, gird, care, fight, steal, rob, beget, &c.
2. From BEAsts, fowls, birds, eagles, pelicans, onls,
doves, hens. sparrows, fiies, bees, locusts, grasshoppers,
lions, unicorns, leopards, bears, loars, wolves, foxes,
hinds, harts, roes, goats, kids, herses, bullocks, kine, hetf-
ers, asses, wild-asses, dromedaries, dogs, swine, sheep,
rams, lambs, drag ons, serpents, asps, vipers, scorpions,
worms, spiders, fishes ; with their apyuncrs, tail, horns,
teeth, wings, scales, sting, fat, milk ; and Acrioxs, to
bite, sting, smwallon, tear, fly, &c. 3. From THINGS CELES-
T1AL, heaven, firmament, light, sun, moon, s'-rs, clouds,
“vapour, shadow, darkness, rain, dew, wina, 2.0 snom,
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thunder, tempest, lightning, rainbomw, &c. 4. From fire,
Aame, coal, brand, fuel, furnace, smoke, light, heat,
burning. & From LIQUID SUESTANCES, nater, sea,
SJountain, rivers, sireams, brooks, cisterns, channels, barks
Howing, everfloning, breaking out, dropping, smelling,™
honey, wine, oty &e, 6. From THINGS EARTHLY, dust,
sand, mountains, hills, Carmnel, Lebanon, Sharon, Bashan,
-earth, rocks, dens, deeps, pits, valleys, fields, gardens,
mays, desaris, dirt, dung, stones, gold, siloer, brass, iron,
tin, lead, earbuncles, agotes, adamants, sardine, saf-
phire, jasper, emerald, jeweis, nitre, brimstone, salt,
pearl, moods, trees, cedars, firs, oaks, tyles, Shitiahs,
palms, apple-trecs, pomegranates, myriles, olises, tinc:,
thorns, briers, flowers, myrrh; eamphire, spikenard, cir-
- namon, lillies, wormwood, nettles; grass, corn, seed, root,
leaves, branches, buds, plants, fruit, mandrakes, apples,
grapes, wheat, barley, ehaff, ploughing, scwing; planting,
reaping, threshing, mnnoning, sifting, grinding, harvest,
vintage, grapcireacing, {-aven, bread, carthquake, &c.=
7. From HUMAN AccoMMoODATIONS and UTENSILS, king-
doms, nation, couniry, city, house, chamber, foundation,
wall, pillar, corner, window, gatc, door, bed, bar, beam,
rafter, gallery, fort, prison, grave, food, fcast, supper,
morsel, table, vesscl, cover, garment, girdle, yoke, bond,
cord, rope, mirror, rod, armovr, swori, sheath, shicld,
spear, helmet, bom, arroms, quiver, siaff, chariot, bridle,
race, prize, price, spoil, measurc, balances, meights,
scales, meabth, (rcasure, inhcritance, debt, nages, kand-
writing, testament, cromnm, sceptre, throne, guard, ship,
natl, hammer, net. 8. From voratioN of time, year,
month, weck, day, night, watch of the night, morning,
- noon, evening, hour, moment. 9. From Old-Testament
TyPEs, ard New-Testamert ixsriTuTioNs ; as from
Adain, David, Solomon, [sruel, priests, Levites, Canaan,
Jerusalem, Zion, tabcrnacle, temple, holy of holies, altar,
mercy-scat, sacrifices, first fruits, circumcisior, sprink-
ling of blood, anointing nith oil, ncn-moons, passover,
Sfeast of tabernacles, baptism, &c.
To understand Metaphors, it must ke cheerved, that

A}
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the fou::dation thereof is LikENEss between the things
from which the metaphor ie drawn, and thpt to which
it is applied. When this likeness is exhibited i1 oue
or a few expressiavs, it is a simpLE METAPHOR. When
it is pursued with a variety of expressions, or there is
a continucd assemblage of metaphors, it is called an
ALLEGORY. ‘When the resemblance is harsh and far-
{etched, astio sce a voice, it is @ caTacurEesis. ~When
it is courhed in a short saying, obscure and ambiguous,
it is called 2 R1ippLE. When it is couched in a short
s3ying commonly uced, it is termed a ProveErs. When.
the nietaphoric representation is delivered in form of
a history, it is a ParABLE. 2. Because every -thing
has various qualities and operations, one thing may be
the metaphorical emblem of persors or things differ-
ent, or contrary : so a Lioy is the emblem of God, of
Christ, of Satan, and of men, good a=d bad. 3. The -
difference between the emblem and the object of the
riclaplor ; that is, between that from which the met-
aphor is drawn, and that which it exhibits, renders it
bmpossible for any metaphor fully to represent its ob-
ject, and absurd to expect, that an uaiversal similitude
L:etwixt the emblem and the object siould ever be
found. 4. Hence it follows, that to squzeze mete-
phors, bv running the parallel further than-truth and
decency, with respect to the emblemn and ohject will
¢dmit, is not to illustrate, but to discredit and darken
the mysterics of God. §. Nay, in the sacred meta-
phors, one particular is generally the principal thing
tnereby exhibited. This, by the attentive reader o
preacher, should, {rom the circuinstances of the text or
context, be esperially enquired after and considered.
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'"" " Metaphors respecting God.

1. GOD is compared to a MmN, because of his wis-
dom and prudence ; his manifold excellency ; his ex-
tensive sovereignty ; his dominionover, and tender af-
fection towards his creatures. Things respecting mar,
almost innumerable, are divinely constituted the em-
blems of his perfections and works. He is called the
BEAD of Christ ; to him as man aud Mediator, he is
the undoubted superior ; and he supports, rules,and
_directs him, as such (a). His countenance and face,
when represented as set against any, denote the mani-
festation of his indignation and wrath (4). In other
circumstarces, they signify the discovery of his glory,
his favor «.  ;race (¢). Commonly his eyes import
his knowledge ; hiscare ; his favour, and regard ; but
sometimes they mean the display of his wrath (d).—
His ears denote his perfect knowledge ; his exact ob-
servation, and favorable regard (e). His mostrils and
nose signify his anger, his aprobation, and his exart
judgement. (). His moutk and lips denote his will;
his authority ; his word ; his command ;-his wrath (g).
His back imports his anger and disregard (%). His
back-parts denote discoveries of his glory and goodress;
but such as are gcanty and obscure, in respect to our
immediate vision of him, face te face, in heaven (2).-—
His arms, his hands, his fingers, denotc his almighty
power manifested in acts of sovereignty, justice, boun-

(a.) 1 Cor. xi. 3. John xiv. 28, (6.) Psal.lxviii. 1, Ezek:
xiv. 28. (c.) Dan. ix. 17, (d») Heb.iv.13. Deut. xi, 12,
Psal. xxx1, 8, and xviii. 8. Amos ix, 4. Isaii. 8, (e} Jam.
v.4. Psal. x. 17, and cxxx. 2. (£.) Psal. xviii. 8. Isa, lxv. 5.
(2.) Deut. viii. 3, Isa.xi.3.and xxx.27.  (4.) Jer, xviii. 17,
Isa, xxxviii. 17. (i.) Exod, zxxiii, 23,
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ty and grace (k). His right hand imports a sigial dis-
play of his almighty power, his love, mercy or wrath (Z).
But as relating to the exalted station of Christ, it im-
ports the highest power, authority, glory and digni-
ty (m). The hollow of his hand, denotes his easy com-
prehension, protection, and support of all things (7).—
Iis soul 1s his nature, his holiness and love (o). His
heart is his essence, his willy purpose, pleasure, and
crace (p). His bomwels are his most ardent love ; his
tender mercy, and unbounded compassion (7). His
bosom imiports secrecy, safety, eminent nearness, amaz-
ing intimacy, and endeared love (). His fect are the
less glorious manifestations of his presence ; the exer-
cise of his power and providence, for the relief of his
people, and the overthrow of his enemies ().

His joy imports his divine pleasure, approbation and .
delight (t). His hatred, anger, mwrath, fury, denote
his fixed, high, and hely displeasure with sin, and sin.
ners ;3 and his awful displays therecf] in his righteous
judgement («). 1lis sadness and gricf, imaport his just
displeasure, and righteous withdrawraent of favor (v).
Iis pricf for the misery of his people, de::otes his ten-
der merey ; his infinite compassion toward them (mw).
Eis repen’ance imperts the changing, rot of his mind
and purpose, hut of the course of his providentia|
work (). His jealousy cerotes his distrust of his erea-
tures ; his tender regard of his honor ; his love to his
people, ard his indigration against his eneimnies (y).—
His knonilcdge imports his clear view of all things, his

2) Jer. xxxii. 17. Txodus xv. 16. Psalm xx:i. 6.
(/) Psal. xxx. 6. Songii.-5. Exod. xv. 6. (m) P al,
cx. 1. 5. (n) Isa. xl. 12, Prov. xxx. 4. (0) Le-v.
xxvi. 11, Jer. xxxii. 30, 40. (p' Gen. vi. 6. and vi1. 21.
Jer. xix. 5. and xx«ii. 41, g) Tsw. Ixiii. 15 (r) Pual.
Ixxiv. 11,  Johni. 18, (s)Tsa’ h Ixvi. 1.ana Ix., 8.
Psal.lxxvi. 3. () Pssboavo 910 Dootoaxviit, 0 7o) s,
Vo 4. —6 and vi. 1v Tore ok 9, (v) Jeniah v, 20,
Evok vi. 9. Zw) Judge x 16, (x) Geniiv.6, 1
oam, xv. 26, (y) Excd. xx. 6° Zecho 1. 11, 15.

C
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discovery of secrets; his approbation and love (:).
His thoughts are his purposcs, aud his judgment cou-
cerning things (a).

His cnguiry and scarch, import the perfection and
infallibility of his knowiedge-; his patient and convin-
cing procedure against transgressors, and his discovery
cf things that are hid (0). His remembdrance, denotes
his extensive knowledge and observation ; with the
signal displays of his pity, favor or wrath (¢). His rc-
membering sin, imports his punishing men on account
of it : his not remembering it, denotes Lis gracious for-
giving of it (d). His forgetteng persons, imports his
disregarding and exposing them to aflliction and mise-
ry (). His Aissing for mmen, denotes his easy and sud-
den assembling, and bringing them to execute his
judgments (f). His breath or breathing, signifies the
exercise of his power, in the easy formation of man ;
in the ready destruction of his enemics, or the deliver-
ance of his people (g). His mocking and laughing at
men, denote his pleasure in their just punishment ;
Lis full securily from, and disregard of, their wicked
attempts against Lis interests, and his contemning the
prayers which they present te him in their afiliction (h).
His crying out, imports his carnest invitation of sinful
men, to accept his favors and return to their duty, and
his severe correction and putishment of those that ob-
stinately effend him (/). His speaking, signifies the
virtue of his will; his forming a voice in the air; his
declaring his mind to men, by his spirit, his word, or
his providence (k). His rcbu.cs, import his convin-

/2 ) John xxi. 19. Matth, vii. 23. Gen. xxii. 12.  (a) Jer.
xxfi. 11, 13e. Jix. 8, (4) Gen. iii. 9.—13. and iv. 10,
and xviil. 21. (c) Psal, cxxxvi. 23. and xxv. 7. Rev.
xviil. 5. (d) Psal. Ixxix. 8. Heb. viii. 11, (¢) Ps.
xiiie 1. andix. 18.  (f) Isa. v. 26. and vii. 18. (g} Gen.
ii. 7. Ezek. xxi. 81, TIsa. xi. 4. (4) Psal. iis 4. I’rov.
.26, (i) Prov.i. 22, Tsa. xlii, 18, Mic. vi. 9. (4) Gen.
3o 3. Exod. xx. 1. Pzl lxxxv, 8. 2 Sam, xxiii. 3, Psal.

. "
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ring men of sin § his correcting aml punishing them
for it; and his restraining of things (/).  IHis calling
things, signifies his casy forming, exciting, and manag-
ing of them @ his calling peisons, imports his authorita-
tive sending them o an office ; and earnest inviting
and drawing them to their duty and privilege m.

His commanding things, imports his making them do
whatsoever he pleaseth(n). His being commanded by
his people, signifies his ready fulfilment of Lis gracious
promiscs, whenever they are plead by the prayer of
faith (o). His kearing, his giving ear to, and ansmer-
ing of prayer import his gracious regzrd to and aceept-
ance of it, and his readily granting the benefits thereii
requested (p). His silence to men, denotes his sove-
reign delay to comfort or relieve them (¢). His shut-
ting out prayer, and casting the dunzy of their sacrifices
into meu’s faces, import his contempt and disregard
of ghem : and by his terrible judgnients, shewing him-
self greatly displeased therewiili (). His numbering
of things, signifies his cxact kiaowledge and perfect
management of them ; his regard to, or wrathful de-
sirustion ofy them (s). Ilis selling of men, imports his
apparcatly reaouncing of his favorable claim to them ;
and giving them upinto the hand of their enemies, for
the vindication of his holiness, and saticfaction of his
justice (t). His selling his favors, denotes his open of-
fer, his deliberute and gracious bestowal of them on
Christ’s account (u). Mis buying men, signifies his de-
livering them from misery ; his bringing them into an
outward chuvch-state of nearmess to himself ; or his
bringing them into'a rew-covenant state through the
blood of his Son {v). His redecming men, is his recov-
cring taem, by pricc or Ly power, to former felicity ;

(/) John xvi, 9. Isa,xvii. 13, Psal. civ.7. (m) Psal.
ev. 16, Rom. iv. 17. Heb. v. 4. andiii. 1. (n) Is. v. 6.
(¢) Tsa.xlv. 11.  (p) Psal. iv. l.and v. 1. (g) Psal.
axviie 1. (r) Lam. 1. 8. Mal.ii. 8. | (s) Psal. lvi
8. Dan.v, 28. (¢) Judg. ii. 14. Psal.xliv. 12. (u) Is.
Iv.l.  (v) Deut. xxxii. 6. 2 Pet. ii. 1. 1 Cor. vi. 19,
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ciriefly his recovering them from sin and misery thro’
the price of his Son’s b!ood and the power of his holy
spirit, o everlasting holmeqs and happiness (‘m ). His
Iahor or 7 orking, is his almighty, his wise production,
upholding, actuating, and ruling of all things (). His
resling, nnnorts his ceasing from his work of creation 3
his taking p!casuro in his creatures ; his forbearing sig-
nally to 1uterpose hetween contendmw nations (y). His
resting in the tahernacle or temple, or in Zion, imports
the lasting continunce of the cloud of his giory there;
and the fixed continuance of his gracious influences
and good will in the church 2.

His niping anay men’s tears, denotes his removing
all occasicrs of grief, and filling ‘thera with comfort and
30y («). Ilis wiping out personsor things, imports his
angry, bis easy, and sudden destruction of them from
oﬂ the face of the earth (6). His binding angels, or
men, significs his severely afilicting them ; his power-
iul reciraint of their motions and work ((). His tear-
g Tien, his wounding and making them sore, import
his ccvere, sho  king and painful afflicting of them in
soul or body (). His linding men up, imports his
kindly 1edressing their grievances, and healing the
plagues, tiie griefs, the diseases of their soul ( ). His
girding men, donotes his fitting and  preparing them
for their work ; his rendering them poweiful and active
therein (f). Hic luosing, imports his taking off re-
strairts 3 his conferring liberty, ease, and felicity, tem-
poral and spivitnal (g).  But his loosing the bands of .
kings, denotes his depriving them of their power, their
bonor, and thelr authority (&), His opening his kand,
imports the 1€adv, the fiec, the lurge, the liberal, com-
muiication of ius favors and influcnce (¢). His open-

w) Isa. xlviti, 17. 1. Pet. i. 19, (x) John v, 17.—

) Exod. xxxi. 17. Isa. xix 4. (z) Psal exxxii. 14¢
(2) Rev. vii. 17.  (4) 2 Kingsxxi. 18. (¢) Jobxxxv. 8,
(a? Job v. 18, (¢) Hos. vi. 1. (f) Psal xviii 32 (g )Pb
exlvic 7. (£) Ts xlv. 1. Job xii. 1&. (i) Psal. cxlv. 16,




Cy
Py §

ing « door to the wmim, imports his giving them
great opportunity to preaca ¢ e gospel w ith success ().
His on=ning the door of faith to Lbe Gentiles, devoles
his otfering them Christ and his salvation, in the pr each-
ed go3 pcl and giving them faith to receive the
same (/). His opening 7 the heart, imports Ivis convine-
ing the couscience Tiis culighteriag the mind ; his
reacwing the will) 'md stirring up the ﬁ'ectwns, to
embrace Churist, his unepewkable glft in the word {m ).
His knocking at the door of men’s hearts, implies his
mvnm'n' and commanding them by his word, his alarm-
th\ m by his prowdé*xf'e, and exciting them by the
ervmg of his spirit, to receive Inmse!f in his Som, into
their hearts (n). His holding one’s hand, implies -his
directing,u pholdmg,and succeedmg him in his- work (o).
His concludmg men in sin, signifies his permitting them
to harden themselves in it ; his solemn declaration of
their being guilty of it, and by nature fixed in a
stite of it (p). His shutting men up, denotes his be-
reaving them of Lhexr liberty, and laying them under
sore af’hrtwn (9 .

His trying men, 1mporte his making a discovery of
their state and quality ; his purging them by means
of trouble, from tlieir corrupi’io*x his destroying them
in his just i ndigmt'm (r). His breakma men, imports
his awiuliy chiastising, or wrathfully pum:.hmg them (s).
His szftzng his people, denotes his tessing, afflicting,
and correcting of them, while he wonderfully preserves
them (¢). s sifting the nations,signifies his severe-
ly pumshr”n‘ and scattering them (u). His shaving
men, and muking them bald, imperts his depriving
them of their nuwmber, their wealth, their glory (v).

1is stripping men naked, implies his bereaving them

!

(£) 1 Cor. xvi. 9. (1) Acts xiv. 29. 1.4y Acts xvi.
4.~ (n) Rev.iii. 20. (o) Isa, xlii. 6, and xlv. 1
(p) Cal.iti. 22, Rom. xi. 82, (g) Job xii. 144 (r) Ps xvii,
3. (s) Isa. xxxviii, 13, (¢) Amos ix 9. [4] Ls..
xx%. 28, {o] Isa,iii. 17. and vii. 20, - ' |
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of thrir exlely, theiv vicves; and ecxposing them o
trouble, shanie, and veproash (n).  His blotting men's
name: from vader heaven, imporis hus destroying them
utterly, and cauzing their remenibrance to ccase (v )
His devonring and swalloning up, siguifics his casy, his
sudden, his terrible, Iis utter destruction of an ob-
ject Cy ). Iis pouring out, imports the heavenly, the
gradual, the regular, the abundant communication of
his spiritual influence, his merciful favors, or wrathful
jndgmenis ¢z ). His hering men, implies his alarming
their consvience, or his hirdening their soul, and ripen-
ing it for destruction (e ). His stretching out the line
of confusion upon a land, imports his giving it up to
desolatirg judgments, to the perplexing of the inhab-
itants, ard tiie putting of every thing iu il out of due
order ("6 ). llis bearing, carrying, and vpholding, im-
ply his preserving in existence, or life his bestow-
ing of refresiful comfort 5 his protecting from injury ;
and his governirg, directing, and drawing in a right
way (¢ ). His binding up mew’s souls in the bundle of
Life v.ith himself, imports Lis kindly cecuring and pro-
moting their life, their health® their prosperity and
comfort (d). His slinging out men’s souls, implies
his cutting them off by a sudden, a violent, a wrathful
exit (). | -
Hig making a may for Lis anger, sigvifies his provi-
Cential orderirg of events, to promote the execution of
his righteous judgments (f). His making mountains
his nway, and cxalting his high-nay, import, that to the
exaltation-of his, gracious d=sigins and methods towards
his people, lie makes ordinances, and even ohstructions,
subservient to further Lis work (g ). His neighing
the mouniains in scales, ead comprekending the naters

w] E»ak. xxiii, 26. [x7 Deut. xxix. 20. v Is,
xxE. g. "{zﬁg’ro‘v. i. 24, Isa. xliv. 2, 4, 5. Psal.[y};xix.
5, 6. [«] Hos. vi. 5. [4] 1sa, xxxiv. 11, [] Ps.
xlvi. 4. and cxlv, 14, [d] 1 Sam. xxv. 29, Te] ibid,
[£] Psals Ixxviii, 50. [z lsa. xlix, 11,



‘oo wmeesure, imply his full krowledge 3 his casy
support ; and management of all things, even the
greatest (h ). Iis neighing men's spirits, imports his
comprehensive knowledge of their state, their framer,
theiv qualities, and thoughts (i). Hiswighing men’s
paths and prayer ; his considering their meditation,
imply his most perfect acquaintaice therewith, and
his constaut readiness to render a due reward and prop-
er answer to it (k). His searching Jerusalem mith
lighted candles, imports his open discovery, and pun-
ishing of the most seciet sins therecof (). His blotting
out sin, is his full and final pardon thereof, through the
blood of his'Son (m). His dlotling men cut of his book,
signifies his casting off his providential care of them
on carth ; his cutting them off by death ; and his man-
ifesting by wrathful events, that they were never writ-
ten in his book of life (n). His cutiing men off from
his hand, imports his taking them away by death, so
that their temporal life is no longer the object of his
care or providence ("o ).

His writing things in a 0book,- denotes his perfect
knowledge, exact remembrance, and continued just re-
gard to them (p ). His writing bitter things against
nue, sigiifies his gradual afflicling of him with severe
and lasting troubles (¢). Iis mriting of his law in men’s
earts, and sealing them with kis spirit, import his ap-
plying his word, by his spirit, to their hearts; that
they may be conformed to his image and law, and com-
forted by his influence (» ).  His writing men’s names
in heaven, in his book of life with the living, or with the
righteous, imports his particular and fixed choize of
them, with the rest of the cleet, to obtaiu everlasting
iife (s). Mis writing his name in their forcheads, im-

(4] Isa. xl, 12. [{] Prov. xvi. 2. [£] Isa. xxvi.
7. Psaliv. 1. Job xxi. 6. [/] Zeph. i. 12, [m] Isa.
xliv. 21, [#] Exod. xxxii. 32,  Rev. xaii. 18. [0] Psal.
Baxxviii, 8. [p] Isa.lxv. 6, and xlix, 16, [¢] Job
xiil. 26, [r] 2 Cor. 1ii. 8. Jer. xxxi. 33, [+] Luke
X« 20y Rev, xiii, 8. Dsal, Izix, 28. 1sa.iv. 8
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poctshis rendering therd like  himi i holivess 5 and
enabling them to make an open profession of s
trath (¢). His putting their tears into his bo'tie, and
marking themin his book, import his Lind observation,
and careful rew arding af the (w). His engresine
of Christ the one carncr :lone %Phb his formiing of
his human nature ; his furnishing it with all bezutiful
graces ; and his severely bruising, and deeply wou -
ing him with the strokes of his wrath o], Iis drech-
ing men’s teeth, arms, or dow, imports his depriving
them of ability, of courage, of opportunity to cppross
and do violence to others ; or deferd themselves [27.
His putting kis hook in their nose, and kis bridic in th ir
gaws, denote his checking their fury, and thwariin:
their projects [a]. His fanning men, denoles his tr\‘
ing, his scattering and destroying them [»]. His cu?-
ting off their spirit, signifies his taking away their wis-
dom, their strength, their courage, or life-[z]- His
swecping a land with the besom of destruction, imports
his cuttivig off the inhabitants by deuth, or giving them:
up for captlvity and spoil ; his overhn'ning the build-
ings, and rendering it desolate [«]. Iis bruvising Sa-
tan under the {eet of his pcople, implies his restrain-
ing, his conquering, and tri lurpiing over him, in azd
by them [/ His bruising, smiting, striking, wovnding
of men, imports his layiug heavy afflictions on them [¢].
His sealing up men’s hands, denotes his forbidding,
his hindering them to act [d). His sealing, or sem-
wg up inlquity in abag, imports his exact Inowl-
edge of it ; his continued remembrance of it, and read-
iness to avenwe it {e]. His sealing up his pmplc de-
notes his pzrtfcular protection of them in danger ; his
confirming and marking them by his Spirit ; his asoar-

[+] Rev. xiii, 12 and xiv. 1. [«] Psal. lvi.-8. [7] Zec,
it 9. [w] Psal, x. 15, and lviii. 6. Hos. 1. 5. [ =] [s,
xxxvii. 29, [y] Matth. iii. 12, Jer, xv. 7. [2] Ps.
Jxxvi, 1o [a] loa.xive 28, [6] Rom. xvis 20.  [¢] ise-

lii. 4. 10, (4] Job xxxvii. 7. [] Job xiv. 17,
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ing them of his special love [f].  His scaling of Christ,
imports his sending hiin into the world with sufficient
authority and furniture {o be the DIediator, Saviour,
Prophet, Priest, and King of his church [g]. His dran-
ing of men, imports his freeing them from trouble ; his
bringing them from a state of sin and misery; enab-
ling them toreceive his Son ; and giving them more
and more intimate fellowship with himeelf [/]. His
pursuing men, his driving them away, imports kis
bringing sudden and heavy judgments upon them,
notwithstanding whatever they can do to prevent or
cscape them ; his quick and wrathful bereaving them
of their outward property, comfort or life [¢]. His
setling a hedge about men, denotes his favorable pro-
tection of them ; or hisangry surrounding of them with
manifold grievous afflictions [k). His removing the
hedge, implies his exposing them to danger and ruin
{7]. His treading men under his feet, imports his se-
vere ‘purishing of them ; his reducing them to the low-
est plunge of contempt, misery, and want [m].

His seeing or looking to persons or things, implies
his exact knowledge of them; his gracious favor and
approbation ; the execution of his righteous indigna-
tion (n). Before him ; bcfore his eyes, or in his sight,
is openly, boldly, well krown to him. Out of his sight,
is out of his favor, deprived of his peculizr displays of
his love and rare ; out of his peculiar Iind and
church (o). His hearing, denotes lis fixed sttention to,
and exact knowledge of all things; chicfly his gra-
cious acceplan-e, and kind answering, of hic people’s
prayers (p). His smelling and tasting, import his un-
erring judgment, and gracious approbatic:. of things (4).

[f12Cor. i. 22. Rev. vii. 8. [g]Johnvi 27. [h]Ps.
xviii. 16, John vi. 44.  Songi. 4.  [i] Lam. iii 66;
Prov. xiv. 32, [4] Jobi. 10. Lam. iii. 9. [/] Ps.
bxxx. 12. and Ixxxix. 40. [m] Lam.i. 5. [»] Pral
x« 11, and Jxxiiv. 9.  Numb. xvi. 1, [0 Gen o x 9.

2 Kings xvi. 20, Gen.iv. 16,  p Psal. x,16. ¢ Excd.
xix. 18, 25, 41, Hos, ix. 4.
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His touching, denotes his easy change and removal ot
things ; his afflicting of persons (r). His sleeping, de-
notes his apparent indiflerency about his cause and
people ; his delaying to comfort or help them (s). His
amaking and rising up, imply his manifestation of his
power, mercy, and wrath, in favor of his people, and
for the ruin of his enemies ¢t. His coming to men, his
visiting and meeting them, import Lis freely granting
them his comfortable presence, deliverance, or help ;
or his severcly punishing or afilictingthem . His go-
ing, or mwalking with 1nen, signifies his plcasure to
grant his comfortable presence, abide with, do good
to, uphold, and defend, and direct them v, Iis walk-
ing contrary to men, imports his deliberate crossing of
their designs, and his executing his terrible judgments
upon them w. His shewing himself fromward, or a
nrestler with the froward, signifies his heaping of the
most disagreeable and irresistable troubles apon them x.
His coming donn, denotes his condescension ; his mani-
festation of his peculiar presence on earth, to favor
and bless his people ; and for the punishment and de-
struction of his enemies y. His going up, signifies the
ascent or removal, of some visible token of his pres-
ence 2. His returning to his place, imports the with-
drawment of his favors ; and his coming out of i, de-
notes his begining to disploy his perfections, in exetut-
ing judgment upon his opposers a.  His 7Feturning on
kigt, imports his open display of his glorious and tre-
mendous excellencies, and sovereign dominion, in help-
ing ~nd comforting his people, and in avenging him-
self of his adversaries b, His returning to men, de-
notes his shewing them his glory and grace; and be-
stowing his favor on them, after a signal hiding, or

y Psal. civ. 32. and cxliv. 5. s, ¢ Psal, xliv. 23, 24.
Numb. x. 36. Psal, lxviii. 1. v Exod. xx. 2+, Gen.
xxi. 1. Peal, xvii. 8,  Isa. xxvii. 1. v Lev. xxvi. 17,
Gen. xlvi. 4. w Lev. xxvi. 2% x Psal. xiii, 26.  y Isu.
Ikiv. 1. Gen.xi. 5. 7. z Gen. xxxv. 14, a Hos. v,
15. Isa. Xxvi. 21, b Psal. vii, 7.
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withdrawment thercof c.  His hiding himself, his coo-
ering himself with a cloud, his Standing afar off, import
his refusing to discover his glory and grace ; and de-
nying to bestow sensible favors, to regard or grant
Inen’s requests, or to help them in a time of need d.—
His RIDING ON CHERUBIMS, represents his majestic em-
ployment of angels in the administrations of his provi-
dence e. His RIDING ON SWIFT cLoups, imports his
awful and majestic speed in exccuting his manifold,
his astonishing judgments £, His RUNNING, his rFry-
- INC, denotes the quick, the casy progress of his wrath-
ful, or merciful providences g~ His passisc BY II-
QUITIES, imports his forgiving them ; and forbearing
to punish men on their account 4 His rassixG
THROUGH, Or OVER a people or land, signifies his for-
bearing to afllict them, or his humbling them by light-
er strokes 2, |
His seArcHING OUT A LAND, implies his wise allot.
ment of it toa people ; and his preparing it for them k.
His sEEKING und FINDING of men, imports his delight
in men ; and his delivering them from their failen
state ; or from the depths of apoctacy, distance, dis-
‘tress I His sEEXKING, FINDING ouT, and vISITING ini-
quity, denotes his discoverjng it, and punishing men
for it m. His rinp1nc ovr his enemies, implies his
exact knowledge of their personsand crimes ; and his
irresistable and easy execution of his vengeance upon
them n. His FIyDING 0UT Christ, imports his infinjte- |
ly wise choice of him to he our Mediator 0. His ax-
OINTING of persons, denotes bis calling and furnishin
them for an office ; or his giving them the Holy Ghost
to sanctify, comfort, and strengthen them p, His

< Psal. vi. 4, 8, d Psal xiii, 1. Lam. iii. 44. P, x.
1. ¢ Psal, xviii. 10 SIsa. xix. 1+ ¢ Lnke xv. 20.
Psal. xviii. 10, A Mic. vii. 18. i Amos vii. 3. and
viii. 2, Hos. x. 11, k Ezek. xx. 6. / John iv, 23,
Psal. cxix. 176. m Gen, xliv. 16. Ezxod. xx.6. # Ps.

\xzal 8. o Puallxxxix. 20 ? Psal. xlv. 7. 2 Cor,
4 2], '




28

TEMPTING 3 person, imports his trying his obedience ;
and calling him to make a clear discovery of his rcal
grace ¢. His LEADING INTO TEMPTATION ; his HARD-
ENING, DECEIVING, BLINDING, O SLEEPENING mmen, im-
ports his righteous exposure of them to such things as
may innocently occasion their sin ; his \Vlthholdmg his
preserving, softening, directing, and awakening influ-
ences from them ; and his permlttmg Satan, wicked
men, and their own lusts, to entice them to sin, and
render them stupid and obstinate, mistaken, ignorant,
and careless therein r. His being pisjoiNep from his
professing people,implies how very disagreeable it is to
him, to be provoked to withdraw his special favors
from them s.. His BEING MADC TO SERVE WITH MEN’S
sINs, signifies that his goodness, his mercy, his patience,
his ordinances, words, and works, are, by them, ren-
dered occasions to,and instruments of iniquity ¢t. His
being wrariED with, GrIEVED by, and PRESSED UN-
DER siti and sinners, import his being long and singu-
larly provoked by their course of iniquity ; and his
purposing speedily to punish the guilty transgressors u.

CGod’s ¢y, Or PRESENCE, denotes lils being every
where ; lLis special friendship, intimacy, and favor;
or that part of creation, as Eden, the tahernacle, tem-
ple, heaven, &c. where some symbol of his glory is
seen v. His seaT or THRONE, i5 Chrsit ; his ordinan-
ces ; heaven; or whatever he displays his cspecial
presence, majesty, and authority, in ». His nwEeLL-
ixe in Christ, in eternity ; in heaven; in the hearts
of his people ; in the templc, imports 'Lis abiding and
delightful connection with them ; and his shewing
fmt!.,and exerting the riches of his clory and grace in
thema. His roorstoor isthe earth, where he vouck-
safeth but imperfect displays cf Lis excellency and

g Gen. xxii. 1. r Matth. vi, 13, Lxod.vii. 3. Ezek.
xive 9. Rom. xi. 8. ¢ Jer. vi. 8, ¢ Isa, xliii. 24, 4 Ts.
xliit, 24, Gen.vi. 6, Amcsii. 13. o Psal, cxxxix. 7+
Psal, xxiv. 8. Geniivi16. «w Heb. iv. 16. Matth, v.
34\ % 2Cor v, 19. Isa, IViig ]51 Psal, cXV, 3,

R
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brightness ; and where he crusheth downand afllicts
his adversaties : and his tabernacle, temple, or ordi-
nances ; where he abides with imperfect Saints, and
bestows_but scanty views of his glory ». His sTAND-
IxG, imports his fitness to govern, and his readiness to
- help, comfort, correct, or punish men 2. His s1TTING,
denotes his supreme authority ; his unlimited power ;
his ever fixed happiness, and undisturbed repose g.—
His LIFTING UP HIS HAND, imports his swearing, hi¥ giv-
ing the most solemn, firm, and evident security for a
thing ; his threatening of trouble ; or lns exertmg of .
his power b.

His L1rE, denotes the eternal ex1stence, actlvity, and
I.appmeos of his nature ¢. His pays and vEARs, signi-
iy his everlasting and unsuccessive duration ; with the
distinguished seasons of his mighty werks d. His »e-
ING CLOTHED WITH LIGHT, WITH MAJESTY, WITH HONOR,
ZEAL, &c, imports his divine pleasure in his constant
and glorious display of his wisdom, holiness, power,
greatness, authority, righteousness, kicdness, or wrath e.
His being ArRMED, denotes his full sufficiency ; his. per-
petual readiness to conquer and protect his people, and
to pusish his enemies f. His sow, his. sTrRINGS, and
ARROWS, his swoRYn, his SPEAR, and HELMBT, are his
power and justice ; with the threateunings and instru-
me:ts of his vengeance : or his all-c onquering and pro-
tecling love, promise, aind grace g. Wicked men are
called his sworp, and HaND, hecause by them he exe-
cuteth his afllictive designs A, His BUCkLER, and BAN-
YR, denoie his all-powc ful help, and protection of his
pe. \plc by mcans of his word, his providence, and
grace 7. His rop, his sTAFF, and SCEPTRE, represent

y Is Ixvi. 1. Psal. cxix. 5. = Psal. cix. 81,  a Psal®
i. 4. and xxix. 10, & Deut. xxxii, 40. Ezek, xx. 5. 6°
¢ Psal, xviii. 46. Jer. x. 10. d Dan. vii. 9. Psal. Ixxvii. 10
e Psal. xciii. 1. and civ. 1. 2. Is. li. 9. and lix. 17, fTe
lix. 17. 18, g Psal. xxxv. 23. Lam. ii, 4 Deut. xxxii. 41
Hab, iii. 11, Psal. xlv. 8. 5. b Psal, xvii. 18, 14. 4 Psal®

xxxv, 2, and Ix. 4.
D
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the direction, support, defence, and correction of his
people, atcording to his promise 3 and the destruction
of his enemies according to his threatemng : ROD, too,
derotes the insiruments of God’s Judgment k. The
cur Ix uIs hand, is anger, wrath, ripe for execution ;
which is FuLL or MIXTURE, as the judgments contained
arc humerous, various, ) and bitter &. And witHOUT
MIXTURE, as no mercy is mingled thcrewith in hell .
His cuartors, arc clouds, angels, and providences n.
His enARI10OT-WHEELS arc the wind, flames of fire, aw-
ful judgments, or rolling clouds o. His ricnEs are
his fuli.css of majesty, slory, and grace, with all the
blessed effects thereot.  His TREAsURES, are his pow-
er, vengeance, justice, gcodness, patience, or the clouds
and heavens p. His furnace is the execution of his just
judgments, for the refining of his people, and the ru-
in of his enemies g.  Hus /ot and portion, is his chosen
people, ‘whom he cstecms, delights in, and from whom
he receives 2 revenue of glory r. The Mosaic sa-
crifices are called his dread, and the wine-offerings
represented as cheering his heart: they were food
dedicated to hisscrvice ; and he accepted and delight-
.ed in them, when oﬂ”ered in the faith of his promised
Sons. His book; is his predestining purpose ; his infi-
nite krowledge 5 his unfailing remembrance ; and ex-
act providential care ¢, His signet and seal, are what
is very dear to him: chiefly his scal is hla holy Spirit,
u.—3y coul, Is every thing in me, every thing aboat
me, an'emblem of Goil ? w by then are not the thouqhtq
of him innumerab’e, and precious to me ? why, wheu
L walk by tie way, when I lic down or rise up, am
£ Pado xxiiic 4, Mic. vii. 14, Psal. .8 9. Is. x. 5.
J. Paal, lxxv. 8, m. Rev. xiv. 10. N. B. In C'm"wn
wine was mixed with spices, to render it strong, Song viii.
In Greece wine was mixed with water, to render it weak
n lnil Iewvaid, 17 [so 1w, 1. o Psal Ixv. 11. Phil, iv, 10,
p Deut. xxxii. 84 and xxviii. 12, ¢ [s xxxi. 90 r Deut,
stdite 9. ¢ Numb. xxviii. 20 Paul. civ. ¢ [s. iv, 3, Dan.
/;Z.‘l.l’eai. cxxxiz, 19, LExod, xsxil 89, o Jer, xxil, 24,
Pl 19, :
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wot I still with him? Why doth not my God, myavrr,
meet me in every view ?

2. God is called the ANCIENT OF DAYS 0 ¢ he is from
everlasting to everlasting: when empires are overturn-
ed, and nations destroyed, he continues ever the same.
His garment mhite as snow, is the purity of his nature ;
the hrightness of his glory and majesty ; and his un-
corruptness in judgment. His kair like pure mool, de-
notes his venerableness, gravity, wisdom, and ﬁtness
for Jndgment Ilis ficry throne, denotes his awful na-
ture ; his severe, irresistible, and piercing jodgments:

its _ﬁt’rr wheels, may signify his clear and distinct view
of all things, and the cpcedy and terrible execution of
his sentences.

3. God is cornpared toa ¥atuern . In the first
person of the adorable Gedhead, he, from etemnity,
begot our Lord Jesus Christ. He is the contriver, pur-
poser, former, and preserver of all things. Ile is the
author and souzce of all light, knowledge, glory, mer-
¢y, and goodness. I'rom eternity, he chose into the
number of his children j in time, he spiritually begcts
all his ransomed people : ke bears, preserves, and com.
forts them ; he nourisheth them with the flesh and
blood of kis Son; with the fulness of his love ; the
influeace of his Spirit ; aud the sincere milk of his
- word: Leclothes them with the imputed righteous-
ness of hiz Son ; the robe of implanted grace ; and of
a glorious g)qpel-conversatmn. Never is he ;udmla,lly |
wroth " with any of his saints ; but, to astonishment,
1yveth and delights in their persovs, their graces, and
gocd works : rever doth he hurt ; but saves and de-
fends them f rom si'l, Satan, and 'the world, He is es-
pecially tender of them, when they are weak and af-
fiicted. Iimsclt he proposeth for their copy and pal-
tern: in every point of due behaviour, in all spiritual
knowledge, godliness, and honesty, he trains them up
and instructs them ; readily he hears their requests ;

grants them every good thmg preserves them f"o"l

T Dan. vu. 0. a, Jer. iii. 4.
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evil, that it may not defile, hurt, or grieve them : his
honourable name he puts upon them ; his holy Spirit
within them ; and appoints his angels and ministers to
guard, direct, and supply them. In all their ways, he
leads them, takes them by their arme, teaching them
to go : his word is their rule ; his Spirit- their com-
~ forter, instructor, and guide ; his church and ordinan-
ces arc his chamber of fcllowship with them ; his
heavenly mansions he assigns for their. habitation ; af-
fectionately he remecmbers and cares for them, even
while they seem to be cast out of his sight ; graciously
he forgives their trausgressions; he bears with their in-
firmities ; and tendcrly he sympathizes with them un-
der their troubles ; he is exceedingly grieved and dis-
honoured by their offences ; and he wisely and kindly
corrects them on account thereof; every one of thent
he enriches with his fulness, and makes heirs of his
kingdom. Inthe promices of his word he dispoues ;
in due 1ime, he actually bestows salvation, endless, un-
searchabic glory : nay, his infinite Self, for their ever-
lasting ivheritance.~—Be thou, Jenovan, my father, and
the guide of my youth, my Father of glory, mercies,
and comforts. | .
4. God is compaved to a MASTER and HOUSEHOLDER.
By him every mancion of heaven and earth -was crect-
- ed and furnished ; by him is the whole family of gr-
gels, men, and every creature, ordered and settled. .
To every one he hath assigned his proper law, his sta-
tion, and work. Apgels and men he hath peculiarly
coniected with himself ; and, by laying before them
the most enrichirg aud agrecable rewards, and the
most shocking and fearful punishments, he engageth
them to he faitl:ful in- their respestive rank and ser-
vice., Hijs family he instrusts and pirotects. Every
thing necessary for their peace, their health, ard hap-
piness, he riciy provides. Those who are unruly, Lc
corrects and pu-isheth, Wicked angel:, and incorri-
gible men, he cepeis from his house. . e hath ap-
pointed & day, in which he will call every rational ser-
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vaat to arcount, for his trust and conduets  His pecul-
far family is his church among men: to this he gives
peculiar laws : this he goverrs, protects, and corrects ;
ani rewards or punisheth every member according to
his work. Lord, may I dweil in thy house, and be
«till praising thee. Every where is a hell, if I am ab-
sent from my God.

5. God is compared to a xixe. How infinite is his
dignity ; extensive his ronown j great his power ; ab-
solute his anthority ! 'To every reasonable creature he
gives laws and wiscly governs, righteously rewards, or
punisheth them. Hcaven is his palace and throne.
Angels and saints arc his honorary guards. All crea-
tures are his armics, I)ivine glory and greatness are
his crown.  Infinite power, justice, and love are his
scepire.  Every lawful court on earth, every man’s
breast, and the general judgment, are his courts of ju-
dicature ; conscience, magistrates, and ministers, are
his deputics. The saved nations of mankind are his
queen, his children. The ancient, the everlasting
council of peace is the privy, the governing source of
his whole administration. Our adorea Mediator is
his Secretary, his Minister of state. 'The scriptures of
truth are the satutes of his kingdom, and the authentic
records of his reign. The sentences of free forgive-
ness, of undeserved happiness, or of everlasting dam-
nation, are the momentous edicts which proceed from
his throne.~— Thou art my King, O God, command
deliverance for Jacoh.”

6. God is compared toa sunce. With infinite wis-
dom and prudence ; with unblemished equity, terrible
majesty, unbounded authority, power, and courage, he
maintains the honour of his sacred laws. Eflectually
he fists every man and devil at his bar : solemnly and
convincingly he chargeth them with their proper
deeds : authoritatively he pronounceth, and infallibly
he executeth upon them, the most rightecus sertences,
correspondenrt to the precept and the sanctior of his
law, Itisat the highest lg)eé'il, if I, if any creature,,
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despise him 3 pretend to appecal from him; or find
fault with his decisions.—TLord, ¢ cnter not into judz-
meut with thy servant,” upon his own W orks; ¢ for in
thy sight no living can be justified.”

7. God is a swift wiryess.  How cxact is his knowl-
edge of all things ! he is infinitely truc and faithful.
Solemnly, Ly subscription and oath, he attests the in-
spired declavations of {ruth ; the glad tidings of great
joy ; the record coiacerning lus Son,--That in him
there is cternal life for sinners of mankind, even the
chief. In oppositicn to my wretched unbehcf he tes-
tifies to my heart, I «m God, coenthy God. At ‘the tre-
mendous peril of Cuulﬂ"' of attemptmg to make the
God of truth a liar,a perjurcd person, do I, and do you
children of men, hesitalc a moment to believe the joy-
Jud sound 2 Your whale conduct he knows ; and ac-
cording to his rcincmbrance of it shall you be quickly
judged,and your cternal state fixed. Evennow,ye wick-
ed, he testifies of your guilt by his judgments upon
you ; by his word unto you : hut suddenly he shall de-
claro it to your fice ; publish it to the world ; and has-
tea your endless ruin, If God Le my witness, what mar-
ner of person ought I tobe« inall holy conversation
and godliness ?”

8. (m’l is compared 1o a carraiy, and called thie
Lorv or wosts. It is his to levy, to march, to mus-
ter, and manage every army upon earth. It is his to

appoint, to 2rm, to strengthen, direct, and make all his
creatures to fi ht. against his cnemies; and to protect
his chogea subJecte He enlists his people under his
banner of truth, and of love. He teacheth them the
spiritpal warfare ; gives them the whole «armour of
rightcousness, on {he ri ght hand and on theleft !” and
directs, encourageth, :md enablethh them to uce it a-
vight. 'To every onc he prescribes his proper station
and work ; s chuseth for them the field, and manner of
conflict ; safely he leads them on ; secures them from
death ; lieals thei wounds ; procurcs them complete
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victory ; and hestows on them an everlasting reward.—
Let me always follow him, and fight under his protec-
. tion.

9, God is stiled a AN or WaR, or expert warrior.—
With unbounded wisdom, equily, power, and courage,
he manageth every temporal, every spiritual warfare
on carth. His chosen people he corquers by the sword
of his Spirit, and the power of his grace. His, and
their cnemies, he seasonably, secretly, suddenly, bold-
ly, and furiously attacks, routs, and destroys. Thus
he advanceth his honour ; extends his peculiar domin-
ion ; protects his friends ; and enricheth them with
his spoil. Against my corruptions, Lord, draw out the
. spear and shield ; stain all thy raiment with their
blood.

10. God is likened to a c1axT ; because of his un-
hounded might, bold courage, and awful terror. No
creature is able, nor without infinite peril dares to op-
pose him. With ease he dismays, discomfits, and ru-
ins his cnemies. Fearfully he often corrects his friends,
and makes them to tremble under his hand. ¢ Stand
in awe,” my soul, ¢ and sin not. Fear him that is able
to coct soul and hody into hellfire ; yea, I say, Fear
him ?”’ And be thou strong in the Lord, and in the
power of his might. ’

}1. God is compared to an nvssaxp. By the invi-
tations of his werd, and exercise of his providence, he
wooeth his chosen people. He enters into marriage
covenant with them, and they become his. He daclls
with, and in them, according to his ivfinite knonledge
end love. Other members of the visible chureh arc
united to him by cxternal relstion, and share of his
common favours: but those he peculiarly provides
for, counsels, comforts, protects, and cherishes: nor
doth he ever leave them, or forsake them. Is my Ma-
Ler my hushand ! is the Lord of hosts his name ? the
God of the wiwole earth may he be called.

12. %ed is compared to an rusBaNDMAN ((a ). The

(a) John xv, 1, Is.v. 1—6, ‘
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universal frame of nature, the whole vineyard of his
church, and outtield wilderness of this world, is of his
plantation ; and is under his care and management. .
This he divideth, hedgeth, defends, plants with men,
good or bad, as he pleaseth, According to the hene-
fits he bestows, is the fiuit he requires. In the rich
pastures of prosperity are many sinners, through their
own corruption, fed for the slaughter of endless ruin.
His own Son he planted in the harren soil of our na- |
ture ; raised him upa piant of renonn, the gronth, tlic §
branch of the Lord ; in death he cut him down, and ;
trode him to dust, in the wine-fat of his indignation: §
he raised him again, and gave him glory ; that our }
Sfaith and hope might be in GGod. At infinite expence @
of power, love, care, meritorious sufferirg, and divine §

intercession, he plants, he manageth, the vineyard of @

his church. The stones of Heathenism, Popery, and
like abominations, he gradually digs out. 'The nine-
press of ordinances, he graciously erects. Her mem-
bers he divides into their proper place and station.—
With rules of government, and with his special pro-
tection, he hedgetl nier about. He sows her with the
good seed of his word, and plants her with his precious [
saints. Every one of these he forms into a fruitful [
field, and delightful vineyard for himself. By break-

ing, by melting, and removing their hardness and obdu-
racy, he digs out the stones of thewr heart: by con-
vincing, enlightening and renewing influence, he
ploughs up its fallon ground and sows therein the good
seed of his grace. It isthine O Jeneovau, to weed, to
prune thy vineyard, Ly sanctified aflliction, and sin-
killing influence : to water it with the heavenly dew,
the blessed rain of thy word and Spirit : thine to
purge the world, by rooting out, by lopping off' the
noxious, the luxurient transgressors ; and to water it
with the drops of prosperity. Angels, ministers, and
magistrates, arc employed to Inbour in, cultivate, and
pretect thy husbandiy. 'Thire all-veeing eyes are ev-
er on it, to shew thyseld strong in the behalf of them
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1l.at fear thee. But such as bring not forth good fruil,
wilt thou give up to the stroke of thy wrath, and at
last to the vengeance of hell fire. May I, Lord, be
thy husbandry : plant me in Christ ; sow to me, in his
righteousness ; so shall I reap in mercy. |

13. God is compared to a siuzencrp . He forms
his people to be the sheep of his pasture. By his prov-
idence, by his word, and chiefly by his Spirit, he gath-
ers them out froman evil world that licth in wickedness ;
and feeds, refresheth, leads, heals, and protects them.
The Lord is ny shepherd, I shall not want.

14. God is compared to a euipe b. The proper
course of every creature he fully understands ; and di-
rccts them in their respective motions. His conduct
is the mest perfect pattern. It ishisto recover his he-
wildered chosen ; ‘to bring them into the may that lead-
eth unto life ; to comfort, direct, defend, and keep
them in it; to reduce them from every wandering ;
and at last usher them safely into everlasting glory and
happiness. Is this, my soul, thy God, and thy guide
even unto death ? Shall he guide me wnith his counsel
while here, and aftermard bring me to glory ?

15. God is compared to a ;iuxTeER ¢. How great
is his activity ! he slumbers not, nor sleeps ; quickly
his vengeence overtaketh his enemies; nor can any és-
cape out of his hand. His chastisements of his people
are severe, terrible, and disturbing—How often by in-
ward terrors, and outward troubles, has he hunted my
soul as a lion ! '

16. God is compared to a BviLpBR d. In his eter-
val purpese he wisely planned ; in time he skilfully
formed, the whole structure of heaven and earth, and
all that is therein, Upon his own power and will he
laid the foundation. Gradually he finished, and mar-
vellously he connerted, and adorned his work. Wise-
Iy he rears up the hody of every animal for its partic-
ular use.  Ina gradual, a well-connected, comiely, and

a Psal. xxut., 1. &5 Plal. xlviii, 14« ¢ Job x. 16.
d Heb. iii, 4. '
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marvellous manner, he fashions the bodies and persons
of men. By increasing their number and prosperity,
he builds up particular families on earth. According
to his eternal purpose, he raiseth up, strengthens, and’
embellisheth the nations: and when they are corrupted
and wasted with sin, he pulls them down, and rears up
others in their stead. In his everlasting love, in the
blood of his Son, he lays the foundation of our salva-
tion, and of his church, and of the work of grace in his
peoplc’s hearts. Gradually he carries forward the e-
rection, till it be perfected in that endless felicity, that
house eternal in the heavens, which he hath prepared
and furnished for them that love him.

17. God is compared to a rotrTER ¢. With infinite
care and skill he formed all things according to his pur-
pose and pleasure. In the most different forms, and
for the mos! different ends, he fashioned his creatures.
Masy of them he formed out of the clay wnd dust of
the earth, Some angels and men he sovereignly ap-
pointed to everlasting honour ; others, for their sin, to
everlasting shame and contempt. At his pleasure, ke
disposeth of things, of persons, and nal_ons ; and won-
derfully he preserveth them amidst:their native frailty
and weakness. Never, my soul, say to him, Why hast
thon made, why haet thon uced me thus ?

18. God compares himself to a TRAVAILING WOMAX f.
In infinite tenderness to, and care for his children, he,
after a while’s patient rectraint of the brea‘h, the
blast, of his judgments, crics aloud in his terrible
providences ; and to the confusion of his eiemies,
brings forth great deliverance to them, and rejoiceth
therein.—Lord, low cacellent is thy loving kindness !

19. God is compared to an eagLe g. How high his
cxcelleney and savereign deminjon over all things !—
How infinite his knowledge, and exact his observation !
How great Lis strengta ! how cminent his duration,
and care to provide for, uphold, cherish, an'l preserve
his people !. By the exercisc of his wisdom, his power,

els lxiv.8.  f Is, xlii. 14. g Deut. xxxii. 11, 12,
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his gooduess and truth ; by the agency of his provi-
dence, and the accomplishment of his promise, He, a8
with feathers and wings, bears, covers, protects, and
warms them.—My God thou hast borne and carried
me from the womb, and from the belly ; and even unto
old age thou art ve: thou wilt bear, thou wilt carry,
and wilt deliver me.

20. God is compared to a ziox k. How terrible O
JeHovaw, is thy majesty ! How unlimited thy sove-
reignty ! How unbounded thy might to destroy thy
foes, and to save thy children ! How shocking ! how
alarming the woice of thy roaring in the threatenings
of thy word, or the judgments of thine hand ! How urn-
blemished thine equity, towards every creature! How
watchful ! how ‘ever open thine eyes, to ebserve all
our goings, and advert to thine interest ! He that keeps
Isracl neither slumbers nor sleeps. How perfect thy
hatred to those who indulge themselves in wolrish ty-
ranny ; apish flattery ; or squint looks of hypocritical
dissimulation! O thy astonishing patience ! thy un-
matched generosity ! thy unbounded merry, to such as
submit themselves to thy sovereign will ! thy infirite
readiness to reward the services dore to thee ! But,-ah
thy haired ! the terrible, the unrelenting rage of thy
wrath against those who dare to oppese thee! who
dare to oppress, to injure thy chosen seed !—Consider
now, my scul, lest Lie tear thee in pieces, while there is
ro deliverer, -

21. God is compared toa Leorarp /. How infinite-
v comely ard glorious in himself, how diversified his
dppearances to creatures ! How fisrce, especially after
a long sleep of exercised patience, is his wrath against
his encinies ! how he observeth their goings! watck-
cth for the evil to bring it upon them'! how often his
sudgments hreak forth on them before they are aware !
2.d what spiritual blindness ard everlastirg darkress
are their remediless doom '—With me, Lord, wait that
thou mmayest be gracious ; he exalted that theu may.

4 Hos. xiii, 7. and v.' 14 i Hos. xiii. 7.
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est shew mercy : and because thou art & God of judg-
ment, let me wait for thee.

22. God is compared o a BEZAR bereaved of her
whelps, and lying in wait k.  How terrible, though of-
tenslow, are his judgments! how wis¢ly his provulence
decoys these, who hate him, into destruction and ruin!
How astonishing his love to, and care of his people,
whom, by the apphcatmn of his infinite kiidness in his
proniise, he forms into new, into perfect men ! How
fearful his vengean-e against those that hurt them, or
seek to draw them from him ! In hell his mercey is
clean gone, and he will be favourable no more ! Be-
hold, my soul, the goodness and severity of God ! on
“others that fell, severity; towards thee, goodness, if
thou continue in his goodness ; otherwise thou shalt also
be cut off.

23. God compares himself {o a mora and rorrEx-
NEss I Sccretly, insensibly, and graduaally, he cften,
by his judgments, wastes miens spirits; their gifts ;
their pr 1v1leges ; and poverty 5 and wnders them nsc-

Iess and contersy )hh!@
24, GM is ralled Lovem. O the incomprehensible

and »ooind love of mn three divine persons, o:e to
anothe. | U hi kindness to ail his creatures! How full
of love his heart, his purpose, his word, his work ;
chiefly, the giving of his Son for avid to sinful men!
How kirdly he wills good to them! doti: them goed !
and delights in them I—How high ! how extensive!
how fice! how powerfal and conquering his love to my
soul ! may it cver he shed abroad in my heart by the
Holy Ghost !

25. Got is compared to nrcnr 2. How infiniiely
glorio i3, pure, holy, pleasant, and  inromorehensihie,
is his aefure ! how clear ard wnbounded his know ledge!
how unlimited his omnipreseice ! O the quick ap-
proachiug, the refreshful, the illuminating, dis~overing,
and directing influences, of his gooducss and g,"'ueﬂ

% Hos. xiii. 8. ! Hos. v. 12, m 1 John iv. &.
i l JOhni- 5:
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Walk, my oul, for ever malk, in the light of the Lord.

26. God is compared to the sux ¢. O his unspeakable
greatness ; his Jazzling glory! his transcendent highness!
He is the restful centre of all things ; ehe father and
source of all light, natural, gracious, or glorious ; all
- things are naked and open:to him : and it ie his to re-
fresh, quicken, and support, his creatures, chiefly his -
chosen; and to render them- fruitful after their kind.'
He is always the same, and useful to the whole world :
all his influences are hestowed without money, and :
without price. Yet, O your unhappiness who live far:.
from him ! ye who live in the torrid zome of a natural,
an irfernal state, what tremendous.power hath he to
gcorch you with fire! Uncreated :Sun,now during our -
temporary night, we but see.thee by thereflected rays
of thy glory in creatures, in ardinances, in ‘words, -iy" '
works ; and- though it be a day of grate to our soil,
how clouds.of guilt, desertion, dark providences, sheat
thy rays, and hide ‘thee from our view '@ for that
cternal noon, when my sun shall no more.go donn, no
more be hid ! but I shall for ever sse- thee as thou
art ; shall for ever, enlightened'and dazzled with thy
brightness, bask and melt in the rays of redecming
Giodaead ; till my soul be kindled into a pure, anend- -
loss flame of love !

27. God is compared to rire p. O ihc infinite
purciess, pawer, ana awful, majesty of his nature!
How heart-warming, purifying, and softening, his in-
flucace ! He is a consuming fire : how teiribie the na-
ture of his- justire and wrath ! how righteous, holy,
tremendous, irresistible, quick, spreading, and destruc-’
tive his vengeance! how suddenly his judgments break
forth in an instant ! how eflectually they purge away
his people’s dross, while ihey fill their hearts with ter-
tor ! how fearfully they consume the wisked ! and, as
in a solenupday, surround them with horroz,

23. God is compared to a crear wear aficr rain!

o Psal. Ixrxiv, 1. p Isox. 17 Dent iv. 24,
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anda crovn or pew i harvest ¢.  How refreshiul,
how nourishing, comforting, and fructifving, the s~ vmg' i
influeniees of hia goodl.ess and grace, during, or aticr,
our trouhle ; how refrestiful fyd Jews, was your dielivs -
crazce nom Seniacherib, afte tm, emful judginehis
of God: on”Egypt.and: Emmpm 2 S
89¢ God is compared:td &° nomtum ?o —Q the puri-
ly ythe pel,p;muty, tiee belfiexisterlee of lus dalure
and influesnce !, r the invitery, Hotdf his ovizin, hit bf i
hig unomvmatmn' How swoet the falness | e refroshe
ful; oleansing;-and fimetifying virtue of nis mﬁumces 3
How freq b how-cetarmcdi i how pliter.t 6ur access to re-
cejve of-hig "gootine s, reteeming ov natusall O Foiine’
lain of living maters, 1t is thine to nogsessi an  infivite
fulgess.of -hife, -and of everdresh inflience,. i thjwelf
thine, to be thesearce! of -allccreatedlife, mataral, 6pict
itual, or eterrai ;,-thine tobe ever communien two such -
virtue as beﬁets, nfaintains, réstores, 'ire 1(’3#03 and
perfects Life in' hiscrcatures ; c}ueﬂy thy rerdeemed:
O Fountain of life, becawse: thott livest, I shall live alsoi
30. Ged is compared.t9: BROAD KIVERS §. - By him,
yc saints, are you, your situation, yom bieesa adnrrl
ed and beautified : by biim the aidy your seule hreatls
in, iz 1opdered: puresand wholessme ;- by him yeo are
mmplmely defended front' every foo: by him ye have’
full access to the profitalle commerce of tl.owelettlal"
coudtry'; ‘in Kipy how wide your prospe:t info eterni-
{ y : 1isl0 tdiﬂg’ﬁ in licaven and.on earth ' how inexhaust-
ibie hisfulicss to quench your thiret ! satisfy ycour de-
5ires | 1(‘f oth yeor sautl, avd purge away - vour filth !
Art thou L fnd,,n WV (}od thdt Fadislieth, fh £ ‘:.m‘hm‘
cth ma! T L AP
sh. Ged s u‘m'mraui 4 R\)t" t.  How transcend- " i
cal bis height ! how Imntove hle his fvruiess! Though
 Invishl e 15 sadire, bow visihle i el bis w orks |
cleas ""‘Lf’ oy the things whicl ho hathvmade Tyl
! u* reshiful wid pr Jtc:,c’uwg‘ shade te his pecple ! wha
hovis of previous bieswgs sod healivg promises pio.
g Vo xviie de L Jer. ji. L. _ s 19, xxxii) &
£ Dens x4y |
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ceed, from lum' what lxxlsearchable and cnrwhmg
mines of grace and, ghosy, hettes than gold, are in him!{
what springs-of cossforting,  of nanrishing virtue, Bow
from hiymi z.,;.Bc thow, J EHaQv.AH,: -y rogk to whicnd
may:evef, resort.:! what tilge mine cremies - aréin
power, I will-ttughin thes. .. C

32..'God is; tompared #0 a -smavow w. - How sweét
the. sSth‘tV) the .. refresliment, the: secrct  happiness,
which his.people find in:him, and ia-the exercise of hix
perfections. towards,-and the accdmplishineut  of his
premises. to ;them le~Here may I-hide myself tlu ell
cplamities besovevpast, "' . u | ;L

33. God is wmpared to a mm\:c-rmce, . How
ingisiljle. is hig,pature t-; how : Hidden. and mysterzous
are his methods of: protecting his people.! how gre:f
their-segret comfort and happiness in him! how fully
his defence of them preserveth them from every dun

CT, eaccurag.ed; their. fainting - heart, dispels'their
cars and disgppoints their foes ! Lord, I fice to thee 1o
cover.me 3 -hide 'the outcast, thc cnmmal that flies to
thy refug e}

34. . (IOd is - m&np;a*ed {0 & REFUGE . In hxs;pcm,.
fections, -hés, eove. wut, - his .promise, his providence,
what unlimiicd fulaess of sure protection from every’
danger, every enemy ! With what speed, assurance of.
\»elcovno, cught cvery man tc flee to him;: through-
(;hr‘xst tke new; the scle,ihe plain, the patent. way !
i hmx we ;ua) Loldly: defy! aur adversaxies ; and in’
B we roust for ever ebide ¢ for.Q the fearful, the
efernel. the .avo deble dauger of those, who, iathe
momeats of doath,, of judgment, are found without.
Lim | Lord, o)l tint are far from. thee shall perish.—.
When all refuge fails me, when no .man cares for my
soul, then. be thou ¢ my- refuge, my portion in lhe
lmd of the lwmg.” . .

35, Ged is compared {0 & STRONG-HOLD and FOR:-
*RESS @, In him is all fulness of spiritual defzace, ar-

u Psal. 1viie 1. I’sal. XXXile 7. o Ps.xlvi, b, 2 Ps-:
xviit, 2. 3.
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mour, ard provisior. It is impossible to hatter dovex,
scale, or undeimire; the ETersur ; and with infinite
hazard do any attempt it ; or to hurt these who are in
bim. It is only his to be the prot&ctor of his people.
Only those who flee {o:him, sharecof hisfull security,
and safe rest : and it is theirs to: bosstand glory of
kim ; and by his influence to fight: agaiust; and annoy
therr spir itual eremies, sin, fMatan, and the ‘world.

-36. God is calted ‘his people’s RewarD g - While
thev are unfit, unready, to deferd themselves against
the secret, the sndden attacks of their enemiesg, he kind-
ly prote: ts-their person; and maintains theéir cause. Cry,
wy soul, umo God, “ un to God who perﬁ)rmeth it
things for me”. -

3. God is compa.reda to @ EHIELD : hfs }ove, f&vour,
aud fruth, to a sHieLD and suckLer 2. His perfec-
t,mns, his promisc, his providence are especially uieful
i danger . they protect the whole man, chiefly, what
.1., most, exposed ; and from the most eminent eneiries,
{emptati ious, and troubles, we are thier¢by protected :
Hy Gud’s exerting his favour, and falfiMing his troth,
s faiteful word ; Lie not ovly defends from dangers,
but emboldens and enableth us, .. uahurt, to co tesd
with cur spiritual foes. Iet me say of the. Lord, ¢ He
s my-shield ard huckler, my God in whem T will
trust : though an host encanmtp awalust e, - I will be
confident in this.”

38. Godiscompared to a waLL, ar.d WALTL OF FIRT «.
He is the great supporty b&tltv, and protecior of Lis
people on every side: he sucrounds them with his
promise, perfections, and preso e 3 and on him Jdo 1
their eliraubers of ordman e, and worﬂnppmg asrem-
ulies depend : witiuhis beign influence, ke e:lights
ens ard warms the nearts of his people: withiis com-
plcte, his awiul prote. tion, Lie retders them safe, hild,
ard feailess, ‘mud ¢t their brutizh and cutragecu enc-
m]eﬂ ' Dl N

y W lii 12, = "("\en. kv.2, Palmv. 12 and xci. 8. 4.
a Ezek. xv, 41, Zdch, i, By
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o0 Ceod is compared to an yasiTaTION and DWELL-
1v6 BLack 0. \Veeuter info his favour, by Jesus, as’
cur door,, qur way + In liin are contained al! our choice

aes, and; camfort An a siate of union to, and feliaw-

1 1ip with him, we are safe from the scorchmor heat.of
divine wrath, the fiery darts of temptation, ‘the cold
of epirit nal dexduess;; and storms of trouble ; and en 10y
comnletg pleasure, an.d resi 'to our soul ; thh every.
thiug comely aml useful: here we have sweet fellow-
chip m*b divine ) patsons,. o]y wngels -and ransomied
men.— Lhejce, th: Nee snhafipy is roar, case, if ‘we béi
i xtbougﬁl%l %Sfmmlt every dhing good ; and are exv-
posed. to cadless danger;wahdering and wo. |

49, Gpvl i9z60paked Lo a- PORTION - and 19MERD
TAYGE; Gy Ingnlaite. kxnd1e~e,. and through our-rsla-.

;o 1 10 Jogmsma our father, he: is freely bestmved upon
: In Limsalf he comprehends@very thing necessary,
us;,"ql pEecinuse 07, conely.: The: .enjoyacil -of him
sup po;tg sm;qﬁ@memghes;, «€tnables, " enables to.use-
iui@esg gi;6ur shation: ; -and how hlghly O.JEHOVAH,
nrq we-bo, esteem, love, delight in; and boast of! thee;
0 tnoa inzorruptible, sw eet, ever-present, infinite; ne-
CCESAT'Y, alL-comprehendmg; anmixed, wmmatched, and
everlasting  portion. of our soul,l—¢ Whon have Iii in
heaven but thee ? and there is nonc upon earth ﬂm
I desire besxdes theg!”, | i .

41, God is called fa;n,xxwzmse OREAT nm.mn 3
and EXCEESING, J0¥.d, - Our enjoyment of him is the
proper reward of Christ’s righteousness imputed 3. and -
the gracious rewayd-of -our ;holy- ahedience : He infi-
mtely fucpgsseth-every other- privilege. Nothing, my
soul, .is worik thy joys, or lovely as thy.God: He infi-
mtely transcends our compitehension, and: desert: . He
is the capse-and gbjert of suchselid, pure;-and spiritual
joy, as.in- sweqtgesq,,,uqefulmds, ,,amL daration, ' far,ex-
cecd: the ,gy of chjld-hirth, of marriage, of harvest, of

w tory, of }epdslu,pé iof of recovery of what had been
b Psal. xc, 1. ¢ Pl avii 8.6, . d Gda,'xv.' %
Paal. xliii. 4.
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lost. Re.joi-:e, my soul, in the Lord, and again rejoice.

42. God is comparcd to corp and siLver e.  How
infinitely pure, precious, glorious, desirable, durable,
useful, and enriching ! How glormns and honourable
he renders every one that enjoys him'! how to them
he answercth all things ! how he emboldens them to-
wards himiself : toward their conscience ; toward Sa-
tan ; and toward a presert evil world ! Be thou, O
Almighty, my gold, and I shall have plenty of silver.

43. God is compared to a sasper stoNE f, which
is either white; or grcen, and spotted with red or pur-
ple. - O the “excellency ! the glory ! the brightness !
the majesty ! dnd the re!reshf ul infiveitet of hismature,
and countenance ! He is Hght  itself, dwells in, ard is
clothed with it.- How sweetly, how il?stenouslv are
all his perfections connected  together, - and contained
iix one another ! Thrice fair Original of 4H that is love-
lys be thou mine, my &od, and my AL iv aLL.

.44, God is likened toa red sarpine stone g. How
terrible his majesty ! How flery his- indignation a-
gainst his enemies! how severe his corrertion of his
people!. Na wonder my sonl be, with ‘\Ioses, afrald to
look on God. -

45. God iscalled the STRENGTH ; SALVATION ; HOPE
and ‘ crLory, of his people . He is the autho the
substance, the mairtainer, perfecter, and end of theu
gio*v, galvation, and strength ; and the ground, the ob-
3e4 1, the:cherisher, preserver, and perfe:tc; of their
Lope. Is Jerovan now my -trcngth a"d cong ? Is he
also hecome my salvation ?

46. God'’s justice is called his sworp 2. By it, with
astorishing pair, he slaughtered the Son of his love :
fiteached even io his heart. -Hs soul'was amazed
and ¢ rY heazy 5 troubled till he knew not what to say ;
50 *on:fut epen unla death. . By 9, with 1ormentu‘c;
pam, ‘and often mdde.th, he - Quts off his enemies.
Thau blcody faming swozd, how wast thou sheathed

e Job xxii. 25. f Rev. iv, 3. Jlbid. b 1s. xii, 2, apd

Ts. 19, Joekiii. 16, ¢ Zech, xiiiy 7. .
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in a Savmur s heart for me!—for poory—for sinful,~—
worthless,——wretched me !

", CHAP.IL

S Mé?&phors respecting Christ,

1. CHRIST is compared to an ANGEL k. As Medi-~
ator, he is his Fathet’s servant, his principal attendant ;
" sits at his right hand'; is admitted into ineflable near-
ness and intlma,cy with him; clearly he always beholds,
And with-infinite pleasure and delig ht i5 he always be-
held by hlm God’s heart and eyes are. ol Kim con-
tmxa]!y “It is thine, O Jesus, to excél iu holiness, in,
activity, wisdom, and strength : thine to be sent.on
the principal errands of Heaven; and to publish the
most. important messages of God to men, He is the

great MicrAEEL, Who is asthe mighty God ; who saves,
protects -and delivers . his people ; and restrains and
congners his foes: the Angel that appeared to the an-
cient patriarchs; and was with the Hebrews in the
wilderness.- His having power over fire, imports his
absolute dominion over all the judgments of God, and.
the angry contentions of men ; and his coming in flam-
ing fire, to take vengeance on them wha know not God,
and who obey not the gospel. His lightening the nhole
carth mith kis glory, imports his dlsp of his shining
excelieucies in his righteous and fearful. judgments ;
and inthe rpread of his glorious: gospel.—Is it not
thine, blesced Angel to minister to me; to encamp
about me?" Am hot T sanctified by God the Father,,
preserved in Christ Jesus, and called 2 :

2. Christ is compared to.a max {. In the NEwW cove-.
nant-transaction, he represents only men; under the,
Old Tesfament he often appeared in the likeness of
mas 3 in his incarmation e pmrtook of the coramon na-

.éIs. Ixiii, . Dan %it, 1. Rev.. xii. 7 apd Xiv, ]8. and,
xviii, 1. [ Zech, vi, 12, , |
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ture of man: To represeat him are the parls, the ac.

tions, the adjuncts, and relations of men, nsed in £orip-

tire, times alimost innumerabie. His nhole body, sig-
nifies his person, Ged man; or his obedience and suf.
fering in his hwmen natusé i His having the cp-
pearance of brass, imports his ﬁrmness,-.sirength, puri-
tv, and brigatuess n.  His Mkencss fo amber, or rather
& meial mived of gold and silver, imports, the preciou:-
ness and shining glo:y of kit person; and the union of
his two natures ia it: or, if the word signifies a £irn-
ing coal, it denotes kis infitilte purity ,ili: beirg the
brightness of the Fatker’s glory'; his aming love fo
his people ; ¥ri¢burning zcal for their ' goed. ard his
Father’s honour; and liis fery, indiguglion .against his
enemies 0. His having' the apprcrance of g reindosy,
signifies that kc is the surety, the fediator, the head,
the messenger, the aLr of the' rew cavenant g, Iis
kaving the appearpice of jire, im poute his swlu] and
unspotted Godhead; “his wanming, and enlightening
his peaple; his Liging a wall of fire to r]L)’r tecd, and 3},_’3-
laz of Sire to dirg#t and giide them ¢. 2{,5554’ being
lik> the azure Béiyl, denites Lis” excellepcy, precious-
nes, heavanly giory, and bright-cs¢: “of) if the sardo-
73T, 3 fiesh-coloured storte be meaut, it signifies his

welling inour nature 7. His body, as distinguisked

from Lis head, denotes his church, which, by the neck
of covenant union, of s*ripture, and of ministers, is uuit-
ed to him, directed, and nourished by him s. He is
rkite, glotious, pure, and comely, iu his divinity, Lis
holiress, kis exaltation, and love; and ruddy in his man-
hood, his bloody sufiering, his low abasement, and his
tremendous vengeancs t. His head as the most fine,
the most sslid and shining guld, is his all-zomely, exalt-
ed, precious, and durtble Godhead, Ligh dignity, and
royal domision over all'v. But the filling of his h-ad
with the dem, and his locks nith th- ¢ rofs of the nicht,

m Dan. x. 5. n Ezek. xl.-3. o Ezek. i ,4:. 27. p Ezek.
i.28. g Bzek-i 27.° r Dan x.6. ¢ Eph, i, 22, tSong
v. 10, u Song v. 11, -
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imports his manifold, his_ ,shogkix1§2 and perplexing suf-
ferings for our sins; and hi¢ enduritig our innumera-
ble and provoking afironts », His white hairs, denote
his wisdom, his majesty; -and his. being fiom everlast-
ing God ». His busky and bluck locks, iﬁ}p'ort his un-
changeableness ; his perpetual vigouy, freshne:s,and
beauty; with the shining wisdom of his appe: yangﬁ{s
and counscls 2 His cyes, denote his krowledge of all
things ; his tender care and affection towards his peo-
ple. These, like -the eyes'of “dovss rashed with milk,
and silting on fulness, are pure, clear, comely, conde-
scending, and fixed on his chosen ._br,ic(!ié ; are éver fix-
ed on his own fulaess of Godhead, and communicative
grace ; on the fulness of time appoinfed, by  the Fa-
ther ; ‘and on the churth; which is the_fuliiess of him
that filleth srs 1v axva. These, like-a fluneof fire,
are piercing, irresistible, and terrible to his eneniies 4.
His lips and mouth, denote his authprity and. word;
which, like lifies dropping swect-smelling myrrh, are
pure, pleasant, savoury, gloricus, majestic, and conde-
scending ;- and do gradually, powerfully, cdbstantly,
and gpmfy, commupicate his ever-fresh, his precioug,
his poiiFying, his soul-refreshing, and perfuniing gri-e
and glory . His thecks like a bed-of spices, ajg the
comely, delightfnl, vefres’:ful Testantents of bis, word §
and thie evdinances of lis grace ; the ma ifestagion of
his glory to us or his humiliation a~d sufiering jg ous
steadd.  His mighty voice like many watcrs; ke the
rouring of a lion, or the voice of a multiiudr, is the oy
ful, tue importa:it language of his word and provideyice 5
witichh extendsto cvery end of the earth ; rearheth
the' heast of meny brings manifold parti v’ iressa-
ges is terribie to his encmies, and thica:is L wm
with' swlien and Yearful destruction e.  His w hele fyce
and countenanc;are his manifestatiors of himself, in
his pecord e which, like lightning, are sur-

x8ong v. %4 y Rev.i 14, = Song v. 11, a Song v.
12" 6Dan. 2. 6. Rev.i.14. ¢ Songv. 13, 4 Lhid.
¢ Rev. i 15, and x. %, Dan, x. 6 “ | '
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xﬂsmg, i, osm, ;md a.wfql J‘ke the sun shining in
is stPength, dre éhl ghtemnw warming, glorioys, daz- |
Ning aud | asant ‘are a8 ipb q:, cxcellent as ihe
tedars, oVer fresh) ﬁrm, comely, and delightful. - But
Thls face ahll’ u?s‘ace as marred niiii‘e than an y man, im
*port ‘the dreadful «uﬁexmg and shame which he em |
‘dured i his hinday idtuie f. .
His sbop?ders denote his }“hn hiy power, his i mu- .4
nite WIsdom, care, and Iove, which qualify him to bcar |
- our sing ;xol ﬁis own body on the tree ; te bear our per- |
Wonis'to plory'; dt.o bcar t% char ge of govemmient
comnﬁ ed to h’“m athex His arms like §
polished brass, dre lxs' p’o\') e’x'ﬁil his glorxous stxengﬂ;,
prov;denc\e éfcy and love h His_hands,. are his
power, his'op bratmn and bbuniy ; which, , like gold;
rings et with the ber‘ l are perfect, celestial, comely, §
and every exue eut ; and bw yluoh he appre:
hénds #nd ho‘gs fast his jewels, his chqseu sced &, His |
paps dénote:bis commumcatlve, his all-,wumshmb, ful §
riess of graf‘e aud glory k. His losom is. his IOVB, hig
care; Hi¥ s spetial protection ; hi¢. bestowal of eminesf §
fellowihly with himself 1. His belly.or | homels.us byight
Poory overlatd mtb sappbzrcs, are hisfender sympatkyy |
8 “boundless compa<51on s W hich 0 bow valuable{ §
how’ [{u*e and aimixed ! how coastant, f-m, and dury,
Het ow renvm , fefreshing, and love-exeiting m|
HI8 Beart; demotos his most eadeared affection, and fein |
®or régard'n. His loins, are his fitm purposcs, and al» §
mi Rt power o. His legs Ilrp pillars of marulu 2t in
ockels of gold, desiote 1.1g evedasting ability, tosup |
port ‘the weight of cication; the, weight of the
&\ ovenant cqurersis 3 the wcmht of the persous, the §
dlhs, the punis ?nnmt» the care, the silvation of hig |
feople s agd the w elght of the glo:y bestowed on him; |
¥ the Father ; and his sufficiency to travel the whole,

7 Dan.'x. 6. Ren.i.16. Songv- 15, Is.lii. 14. g Luke
6 Ysiix, 6. A Is.x).11. Dan. x. 6. xSongv 16

l"Rev; i 13, lIs sl 11, m Sopg v. 14, n Song ville |
G. o Dan. x.
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journey, aud run the whole race of our. redemption,
set before him ; and to tread donn 'hls 6(&[90“61‘@ with
fury and ease p. His fm‘, areh'd prowdenqe s his va-.
rious motions in coming to this Wprld in tmvell%ng
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power, faithfuiness, equity, and love; and his Father's
commission, to be our priest and sovereign, are his gol-
den girdle, by which he is adorned and qualified for
his mediatorjal work a. . His life, is his uninterrupted
activity, with the fulhess of grace and of glory, lodged
in him, for usb. His meat, is the infinite pleasure he
takes in honouring his Father, and saving his chosen ¢, |

His sitting at God’s right hand, imports the firmse- |
curity, the unccasing continuance, of his high dignity ;. |
his extensive anthorily, and his undisturbed rest d... |
His sitting on a cloud or white cloud, denotes the mys- |J
terious, the awful, but pure, righteous, and glorious na-
ture -of his procedure . . His standing at God's right.”
hand, and appearing tn his presence, signifies his con-
stant, zealous, and ever-prevalent intercession for usjf.
His stunding among the myrtle-trees in the bottom, and
at the right hand of the poor, and at thz door of our §
heart, denotes his favourable presence with the Jews
in their captive and distressed coudition ; his preseace
with his people in their deepest afflictiors ; and his
readiness to help and relicve them ; and his readi-
ness iz ¢ - i -to our soul, and his desire to be recciv-
cd by > g. His malking among the golden candle-
sticks, imports his peculiar presence and delight in his
churches; his constant cperations in them ; his un-
ceasing supply ofthem with the oil of his spiritual in-
fluence ; and us unwearied snuffing of their corrup-
tions h. 1IIis walking nith persons in a fiery furnace,
vepresents his distinguished nearness to, comfort, and = §
support of his people, under their heaviest and sharp-
est trialsé. His treading in the wine-press, and staining
his garments with red, imports his terrible and bleady  §
victory over all his opposess, sin, Satan, the world, or. |
death k. MHis traco!ling in the greatncss of his strength,
imports his gracious prescnce in every part of his -

a Dan x. 5. Rev.i 13, & Johnv.36. Gal. ii. 20.
¢ Johniv. 3% d Psal.cx. 1. e Rev. xiv. 14, £ Acte vii.
56. gZech.i..8. Psal. cix. 31. Rev.iii. 20. 4 Rev.ii. 1.
i Dan. it 25. 4 Is, lxii, 1, 2. 8.
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chuich : and his display of the exceading greatuess of
his pm\ er and love, to save his people, and ruin their
focs 1. His having a mriter’s inkhorn by Lis side, to
mark for safety the mourners in Jerusaler:; and his
being over the men nith the slaughter-mweapons ; import
his sovcreign power to save alive or destroy ; his ten-
der and cxact preservation of his mwourning saiuts ;
and his supreme direction and management of the
hloody ruin of his enemies m. His measuring the vis-
ionary temple and city before Ezekiel, and shewing
Mm the parts and ordinances thereof, import his pre-
ogative to appoint every form and statute of the
church ;and to give men the true knowledge thereof n..
His holding the stars in his right hand, imports his giv-
ing ministers their commiscion, and his FUppor ting
them in their work o. His lzaazng the scoen Spiiits of
God, implies his full possession of the divine Spirit, in
his diversified gifts and graces p. His having a liftlc -
hook in his hand, which he delivered to John to cat;
and his opening the sevcn seals of God’s book, tmport
his manifesting of the sezrets, the purposes, and mys-
teries of God, to men q. .

His house, is his church ; which he planped § which
he built axd furnished 5 w Tich ke rules, protects, -and
with pleasure dwells in . His cﬁambcrs, erc his ordi
naunces ; his uorsh;ppm"' assemblies ; and hig hestow-
ing of 1ntnmt(, communion with hinwself s., His green
bed, is his ever-pleasant, fourishing, and refreshful
('htﬂ'l*l., covenant, word, aind oxdu‘anccc t. 1lis table,
may denote heaven, whmc he was hefore his inrarna-
tion, and where ke row is ;—Judea, where he resided
during most of his debaseent ;—or rather the ordi-
nances of the gospel, where he de clights limself, ard
nourisheth his friends . His provizion on it, of bread,
of flesh, of koney, milk, nater, or nine, is the Hessings
of the new covenant ; umafnf and his vizilenasncss

[Ts. Ixiits 1. m E/ek xx. and x. n Euek. xa.—-—-mm.map-
2 Rev.ii. 1. p. Rev.iii. 1. ¢ Rev.x.and v, and vi, cliaps .

= Song i, 17. s Songi. 4, ¢Songi.16. » Song i iZ—
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liie Father and fulness ; his Spirit and grace a. His
cintments, are his fulness of Spirit and grace, which sof-
icas our heart, and renders us pleasant and comely to

Goty. The kisses of his mouth, may denote his com-.
irg into our nature and world ; rather the promises of
his gospel, and manifestations of his love ; which mark
his kindness and reconciliation to us ; inexpressibly de-
light our soul, and enkindie our love to himself =. His
chariot of the mood of Lebanon, is his pure, his firm, his
fragrant, and incorruptible manhood ; its silver pillars,
are precious, comely, pure, and duraicle graces:
its golden bottom, is his glorious, almighty, immu-
table, inestimable, and everlasting God-head : its
purple covering, is his bloody suffering, and royal exal-
tation : its mid-pavement of love, is his unbounded favor
to his chosen, that inspired him to undertake for, obey,
and suffer in their stead ; and which is the foundation
of 3l their comfort and rest :—or this chariot may de-
note his new covenant, his gospel, or church «. His
nkite horse, i8 his pure, pleasant, ard glorious gospel of
pedce ; by means of which he marks out his greatness,
marcheth through his church, corquers, and enters the
heart€ of his people 6. His Lony hic arrors, aud sword,

are Mis powerful word, and almighty infiuences, where-

by h& cenvirceth his chosen, and subdues them to hine-

k. - His taking his bow ; shooting his arrows ; ard

girding his smord on his thigh, dcnote bis spirited ex-

criionr of his soul-conquering grace ¢.  His key of Da-

1:id, Is hig royal authority over his church, to rule and

coirect at his pleasure ;- and his inspired word, by

v lrichhe cpens our Leart to himself, and opens for us
an cscape from every danger, and an entrance iuto the

hous vternal in the heavens d.  His sharp sickle, is his .
unlimited and irvesistible power, by which he punish-
¢s ‘and cu's o bz nations, and gathers them to his
bar, and to their etermal state e. Doth my adored

x Prov, ix. 8. Is. xxv. 6. Songv.1l. ¥ -Sonﬁ fe e
z Song 1+ 2. a Sony 1. 9.10. § Rev. wi. 2. ¢ Rev. vi.
o Psal.xlv. 8. 5. d Rev. it, 7. Isa, xxti. 22, e Rev.
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Redeemer so resemble a man? Call him then, my goul,
no more Baali; but call him Ishi, my maN, My HUS-
BAND. Go thou with this max. Hide not thyse}‘f
from thine own flesh.

3. Christ is called the man of God’s vight hand f
By solemn oath, Jreiiovan consecrated him to his of-
fice.. By his infinite strength he supports him in it.
Through him he manifests the exceeding greatness of
- his power in the salvation of men. Aud to his right
hand he hath exclted him, to sit thereon, till he make
all his enemies his footsteol.—O thou Man of God, /2t
my life be precious inthy sight. Thua saith my soul

Come donn quickly ; be thou ever at my right haud
.that I may never be moved.

4. Christ is often, especially by lumsclf called the
SOXN OF: AN g; to.denoie the reality of lns human na-
ture ; his.astonishing debasements; and his amazing
dehght in it.—But did God indeed dwell with man !
~dwell jn .manheod u per carth! Was he indeed the
carpenter’s sna! Vos lis mother” called Mary! and
were his hrethren wil sisless here with us!, O what is
this that God hath douc for!'—=hath done to us!

5. Christ is: compared to an meap k. His people,
like hairs, are rcoted and grounded, and do grow up
in him. Tnthe purpose of God, they were ehosen in
him ; in the new qovenant, they were represented by
him. He is,the great honour and heauty of, and di-
re:lg, governs, -and ‘conveys nourichment to, all his
saints ;—who. are joined to him by faith. It is his to
add honor and dignity to, and to : ule over his church,
~ which is uniled to him by his word, his ordmancbs
and ministers.—Is this Carmnel-like head this ]ofty,
pleasant, {fruitful, and all-exhibiting Immanuel ; this
crimson-like, tlns sin-bearing, this suffering, this royal
ly-exalted Jesus, my one head ? my Lord, and my God ?

6. Chiri<t is called a MepIATOR,Or DAYS-MAN ¢, He
is God and man in one person ; a truly middle person
Ihetween God and us.  How infinitely wise! how peace:

fsPaal Ixxx, 17. g Rev. xiv. 14. 5ACol. 1. 16, #1Tim.
1 .
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fa! arid eondlescending ! how just! how merciful! how
mpartial, faithful, and well affected towards both God
~and men! Necessarily chosen to reconcile his I'ather’s
1.onouv with our happiness, he cflects it by satislying
his offended justice with his righteousness and blood ;
by slaying our enmity by his Spirit and- love.—If I
refuse his mediation, am I not infaliibly left to the se-
verily of the broken law, and incensed vengeance of
God ? Kiss, receive, my soul the Son, lest he be argry.
Obey his voice ; beware of hnn provoke him not.

7. Chrlet is called a sTRETY k. At his Father’s call,
he, from eternity, hecame one with us in the eye of
ﬂxe' broken law : kindly he undertook for us: infallibly
se sceured the {ull payment of that obe,dtence and
atisfaction which we owed to his Fatker’s law and juc-
tice. Kind to astonishment, he took our whole debt’
upon himself, ands crased cur name from the bond:
. kind!y he sa.*d 1{ thou, Father, if thou, justice, admit
nie, let these go their way: what they owe thee, put
it on1mne '\ccoun'i —Never, my soul, go about to es-
tablish thirc own rzghtecusncss never thus attempt
to thrust Jesus’ name from thy debt-bond, to insert
~ thy own: never repine, that when I .had nothing to
pay, he frankly undertook all; ard in due time gave his
Aife a ransom for many.

. 8. Christ iscompared to 2 Farrer . By his'suffer-
ings, the-travail of hissoul; by his resurrection from
the dead ; by the influence of his Spirit ; by the in-
corruptxb[e seed of his grace and word ; he in our re-
gererctior, begets us again to a lwvely hOpe his im-
age he puts on ue, and “ealls us bv his newv rame. By
Jiis word ar d Spivit he teachetli. and gunides us in the
way wherein we should go. By bis power, his angels,
aud miricters, ite guards avd protcets us from danger.
With his ¢ robes nf righteousiess, aad garment of s2lva-
tion,” he cavers our nakedness, and adorns our person.
With his flesk and blood, his person, obedience, and a-
tonement, he ref.ezheth and nourisheth our soul: and
for drm‘., he giveth us his loce, which zs better than

F Heb. vii, 22. 7 1Is.ix. 6.




wine.—Thrice blessed Father of the fatherless, stay of
the orphans ! when both £ _her and mother forsake me,
Jo thou take me up. .

9. Christ is callocd a resrator 2. In his unbound-
od afiection to his poor kinsmen, he, as our dying Re-
deemer, irreversibly disannulled cur obligation to the
broken law ; and before witnesses, before God, angels,
and men, he, in the latter-will of his blessed word,
solemnly bequecathed to us his whole fulness, his pur-
chased Dlessings. By his Jeath he confirmed; with
his name he signed ; in the inspired records he regis-
tered ; in the ordinances of the gospel he publishes;
in the sacraments he seals his denation: He himself,
his Father, his blessad Spirit, are the faithful exccu-
tors thereof.—Search, my soul, the 3criptuves, they |
are the Testament of a divine Father, of a blecding
Redeemer; let them bLic swocler than houey to my
taste: Can I, withont astonishment, withcut enraptur-
ing love, without rage ageinst my sins, his murderers,
think what he there offers in lezacy to me!

10. Christ is compared to a Rriprsrooyd and nus-
paxp n.  With his Father’s consent, he, with infinite
wisdoni ard prudence, fixed his love on sinful m2a.
His friends and scrvants, the prophets, ard Llessed
Baptist, he sent before him to intimate his gracious de-
signs. In the fulness of time, he assumed cur natuve.
To pay our debt; to disannul our mariiige with sin,
Satav, and the broken law ; to conquer and :liy our
spiritual foes ; to prepare for himself and us a wedding
garment of evcrlasting rightesusress ;—%e Ihid down
his life. In the gospel he demands and woceth our
heart. Natwithstanding cur base birth, cur froward
lemper, our loathsome appearance, our brutish igno-
rance and folly, our poverty, weakness, uaworthiness,
our infamous character, and™ the affronts and injuries
without number, we do him, he, to the endless admi-
ration of angcld and men, intimates his love to us, of-
fers and presents himself for our spiritual husband. In

m Heb. ix, 15, 16, 'i‘ Mgth xxv. 6. 2 Cor, xi. 2
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‘he prom:se, lie prozlaims his intention of marriage :
with unmatched earnestuess aud patience, he invites,
he mtreats, he urges cur heart to accept him.  With
the motives, of cur absoiute necessity 3 of his own ex-
cellency; Lic high diznity; his unfading comeliness ;
his unsearchable riches ; bis dying, his giving, his al-
mighty love,—1lie cnforccih iiis snit.  The love-tokens
of ordinances, of common spiritual operations, being
givesn, he, in the momeit fixed by his ancient pir-
poez, breaks our univn to the broken coverant, to our
In+ts, to Satan, 2and to a prosent evil world.  With
pleasure and jov Le unites, he espouseth us to himself ;
sie givetis vs an intere:t in his person, and all that he
tiath 3 he arrays us with the robes of his righteousness
end grare; he forgives our offences; he covers our
infirmilv; and cupplies ovr necd. ﬁindly and pru-
deutly he abides with, cherisheth, delights in, defends,
ciricheth., enmobles, and fivours with due direction,
warning. reproof. At latt, with solemn pomp, amd
witk ammazing joy, be transports us, without spot or
wrinile, o any such thing, into his celestial mansions,
{hat we n:ay be ever with him,” to behold his glory,
and be-ome perfectly like him, by seeing him as he
is.=Listen, ye children of men, « 2l things are ready,
come ye to the marriage.  Sce that ye rcfuse not him
ilat coureth,”? that wooeth, ©from heaven. My be-
loved is mire, and 1 amn his,” L
1. Cirvict is compared Lo an HEIR, oT, FIRST-BORN 4.
He is the eternal Son of Ged. . Jie hith the most hor-
aurable, full, - ond {inchgng’ca,hyc righit to his Pather’s

vhole properiy.  Ile is'tae support, the ucnour of 'his’
family. in boaven or in carth. i hath kg Father
rolemuly cnfeoffed in 41l that he halh, and ble:sed him
»love zil blexing 2ud praise, It is his to poriion out
cvery creatuve, chiedy his ransomext broinren and sis-

ters o wen; gad out of Lis fulness > %¢ all receitk,
end crace for gracc—For eves, in pll things, let him

o Heb. i, 12, Coti 1/ 8i=18"
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have the pre-eminence.  Ah! =zlas! that he vasre
lately born in my heart!

12, Christ is compared to & BroTuHr® . Tinisa
h‘ue descendant of Adam, and wears the same himan
nature with us. O how he loveth, how bound, how
ready to teach, to help, relieve, and protect us! Nor,
however worthy, exalted, and honourable he be, is he
ashamed to own his fraternal relation to us., How
pleaced in converse, in fellowship, in familiar intimacy
withus! He is a brother born for adoersity: in days
of tribulation, he shews the most dletmwmshed kind-
ness'; he affords the most speedy and "-‘l{"Da{ reliefi~-
\Iever, O Possessor of all fulness, shall thy howels syi-
{er me, thy base, thy sinful, thy indigent brother. {o
perish for want! Jesus, zhou art he nhom thy v drethren
skall praise; thy Father’s children shall boy: down be-
Jore thee. When I find thee without, in this evi!
world, let me kiss; let me embrace; let me openly
ﬂvouch thee ; let me bring thee to my mother’s house,
to the chambers of that church that conrewed me.

13. Christ is compared to a rRIEND ¢.  In no wise
can hig people be without him. Infinitely-he loves
them ; tenderly he sympathizeth with them. O the
counﬂcss, the astonishing, the gracious words, and
deeds, by which he sheweth them his kindness! How
iyisely he considctrs their case ! With his love, that
thinketh no evil; with his impuated atorement ; he
covers our .akcdneeq and conceals our infirmity. It
s not thine, adored Redeemer, to say, Be narmed and
Sl 1; Hut to give what is ricedfal, even above all that
me cak a;k or think. ‘It is'thine, to warn us of ou®
dangeé ;> to reprove our mistakes: surely thy smiting
#hall not hreak my head; but be & precious oil to me.
Jt is thine, to belp us in trouble} totirn all our bed
in our sickness; comjort us when cagt - dowr, In
deaﬁr and at'the ‘givful bar, it js thine to stick tloser
tij g’ than a b‘rother. though all men forsake us, yet
wilt not thow, Tt is thine, rather to die for us, than to

b Sdmgvigv 1.0 cSongwvil6i
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deny us in any wise ;---it is thine to rolve our doubts;
to give us counsel in perplexity ; to allow us fr equent
messges of thy love; {o impart ta us, the secrals of
thy pr ov1dmce, thy cevenant :(—thive to delight in om
ah thrice-unwoithy company: It is thinc always
seek our true welfare; to be highly grieved when we
shght thy favours; to count them, who hate us, thine
cnemies, and avenge them as such.—* This is. my be-
loved and my friend, O y2 daughters of Jerusalem.”
Let me shew myself friendly ; mine own frierd, aid
my Father’s friend, my soul, forget, forsake thou not.

14. Christ is 2 LAwWGIVER a. 'He gives law to cve-
vy creature in heaven and on earth, All the laws of
inspiration derive their origin from him. 1t is only
his to enact statutes of doctrine, worship, dxsmplme and
government, for his visible church, It is his to give
us the law of faith, fulfilled not by doing, but by be—
lieving on him that justifieth the , ungodly ; to give ns
the moral law, without an annexed sanction of eternal
life or death ; to'give us the new commandment to
love one another. And from regard to his authorily,
must we, ransomed subjects, obey ; for, though dead to
the law, as a covenant, we are not without lam fo God,
but under the law to Christ. O Jesus, ¢ how love I thy
law ! it is my meditation allthe day.”

15. Christ is called aixing 4. As God, he hath a
natural Tight te-rule over all ; as Medntor, he hath
given to hum “all power in heaven and on earth.” It
15 his to pres.ribe rules for his kingdom of the church,
wud sce Lo the execution ﬂlereof It is his to erect,
auciitain, and order his lsm,gdom his to subdue to
himself, to pardon, to rule, hanor, rew ard, and. pmte(t
his people ; and to olsarve, restrain, conquer, and jun-
igh, his and their exemies, as is good. in his sight, In
his hands isthe power and disp 3? of our hfe and
death, spiritual, temporal, or eternals  His special king-
dom is. the church wsable zamd mvuuble, mlptant or tri-
witphant. . His palace is the celcstml mansions, the

a Revy ix, 21, & Psaly cx, - Rey. xv, & and xix, 16,
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gospel-church, nay, every sanctified heati. The new
covenant, the true church, the ordinances of the gos-
pel, are his royal chariot and bed of stzie. The Fa-
ther’s right hand, the airy clouds, the ordinances of his
worship, the hearts of his people, are his stately throne.
The oracles of inspiration, are his useful, his unblem-
ished, his binding loms. The promises and threat-
‘nings, with the execution thereof, are his golden and
iron sceptre, whereby he manifests his favor and wrath.
The Holy Ghost is h's royal seal, which distinctly
marks and secures what is his. The high dignity, the
amazing glory, the various offices bestowed on him by
his Father, the honors ascribed to him by his motlier
the church, are his everlasting, his golden, hs many
cromns. The service of every creature, the praises of
angels and mien, are his revenue toyal. Gospel minis-
ters are his watchmen, deputies, ambassadors, and her-
alds. Every creature, chiefly angelsand saints, are his
~army and honorary guard. ‘Truly, O Jesus, menry
kingg “have done virtuously, but thou excellest them
all.”” It is thine to form thy subjects’in creation; to
make them anew in regeveration; to need nothing
from them ; to be anointed by Ged himself; to pos-
sess an wniversal dominion.. It 13 thire to he infinitely
wise, mighty, merciful, patient, peaceful, honourable,
unchengeable, immortal. Ilave I, my soul, seen this
King in tis brauty ? Have I beheld his goings in the
sanctuary I JLore 1 fell vis vowerful voice, and mighty
arm, in my nearf  do I think, do T ¢speak, of the
things that coscorn the King 2 Is my temono“asthe
pen of a ready writer ?” |

16. Christ is » coussELLor a. O liis infinile digni-
ty, wiziom and pruderce! He is tie high favourite of
Feaven; entively aecquainicd with 2ll the divire se-
crele.  Noris avy thing transected by his Tather,
without his express concurrence. In harmonious con-
cert, with his adored Father, and bleszed 3pirit, he
devised, he fixed, the whole plan of our recemption,

a Is, ix, 6.
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and every concern thereof, without cver needing ag
istance fiom the wisdom of creatures. His whole |
conduct is infinitcly reasonable and wise in itself,
though often dark and mysierious to created, chleﬁv to
carnal, reason. 1t is thine, O Jesus, to ad\'lse and di-
rect us in every hard and intr icate case ; to acquaint
us sa.vmgh with the laws, the statutes, the ompel -edicts, §
of Heavcn. It is thine to shew us the weakness or §
validity of our claim, and of our evidence of right to
the inheritance above j—thine to manage every im-
poriant conceri of our spmtml marriage, our peace, |}
“or prosperity, to thy homour aud our endless advap |
{age.—Shall / Gi-esthe Lord, that gave e counsel
and made my reins (o instruct me, in the secret watch
es of the night |
17. Christ is represented by the prixce in Ezekiel’s |
last visions b.. By his. own righteousiess, and as the |8
sovereign head of the church, he alone enters into the
temple, the presence of God. How extencive is his @
dominion, and redoubled his glory in beaveu aud earth!
Under: his evangelic, his millennial reign, magistrates,
minisiers, and people, do justice; w ork rwhteousness,
and. cheerf{ully exert themselves, and their substance, |
to proinotc his honour. It is his to bear the whole
expense of offerings for his chosen subjects :—1iis 1o |
offer Limself an aio*zmg cacrifice ; and to enable them
to oifer their persons and service, living ant accepla
ble sacrifices to God :—1Lis to cause his ovn persen s
crifice, and fulness, to be dily exhibited, «nd spint-
ually received, on every proper and solemn occasion.
e is alway in the midst ¢f his people, 1o pretect them &
from cvery foe; sympatiize with them i ¢very trou- @
hle; supply them with every necessary grace; assist §
them in every holy serviee ; and to he comtantly seen |
and cnjoyed by them. He gooth in nith them to the
throne of grace, to introduce and present their peti-
tions ; in to the house of God, to lead them into green }
pastures ; into the scarch of tieir hearts, to shew them

b Ezek. xliv. 1, 2, 3. and xlv. 7.—25. and xlvi, 1,=18
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what and whose they are.  He goeth out with them,
from ordinances, to give them his Spirit, to bring to
their remembrance what he said to them ; to preserve
them from an evil world, and keep them from falling :
and to zo out with them at death, to usher them into
the inheritunce of the sants in light. Whatever he
hestows, i out of his own immense fulness. What is
given fo slavish-and formal profesiors, he will in wrath
take from them : But what ic besiowed on his genu-
ine childre«, shall ubide with tl:em for ever. '

18. Christ s compa..d to an +:Bassapor a¢. In
tke name of Jenovau, tue great King, whose name is
dreadful wnong the Heaihen, he came nersonally én the
Jesh s and, in the gospel, still comes sniritually to our
world, Wih infinite wisdom, untainted fajthfulness,
unspotted integrity, and tender affection to God, and
to men, he soiemnly proposes the terms, lays the
foundation of, and completes the blessed {reaty of ev- -
erlastiug peace and friendship ; of spiritual marriage
and trafhic, between his almignty Tether, and us sip-
ful, rebellious, and self-ruimed men.  "Think, my soul,
how it grieves him, when his proposals are slighted !
how he leaves the despisers to wonder and perish, un-
der the fury of hic Father’s just venzearce! to whom,-
at the end, he will deliver up the kingdom, arnd ren-
dor an exact account of his management and sucoess.—
I this dmbassador of peace meep bilterly; if by tears,
by groans, by hiond, by death, he beseech me to be
reconciled unto God ;3 O my soul; heware of him; ohey -
his voice ; provoke him not; he will not pardon my
wilful, my finol, transgressions ; for my Father’ name
$ 1 ki, | »

19. Christ is 2 susce 6.  In his Father’s name and
authority, he, with unlimited wisdom, imypa tial equic
Ly, almighty power, and uzdaunted courase, nwain-
tains the honear of the divine iaw, and the peace a-d
crder of his subjects. By passing and exe uting prop-

a Is. xlix, 3,—8. 2Cor.v. 18, 19, 20. Is, liii. 13, 14«
15, & Johknv. 22. 2Tim. iv. 8. :
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er and seasouable senteuces, he renders himself inf.
nitely terrible to offenders. 1t is his to recognize ev-
ery man’s deeds, and to reward. or reveage, as they
are good, or bad. Now, every conscience, every church
ruler, is deputy under him. At the last day, every
man, every apostate angel, shall be publicly arraigned
at his decisive tribunal. By the testimony of God and
of their conscicnce, shall he fully eviuce ; and openly
shall he declare, what they have been, or done. Ac-
cording to his righteous law, shall he prenounce and
excecute their sentence; dismissing the wicked into
everlasting punishment, but the righteous into life eter-
nal.—Meditate terror, ye obstinate transgressors, « be-
hold, he cometh with clouds; every eye shall see him, §
and they also which pierced him : all the wicked kin-
dreds of the earth shall wail because of him. Non,
now 1s the accepted time ; now is the day of salvation:
now embrace him as your offered, your all-sufficient
Saviour; so shall ye be for ever delivered from him,
as your angry Judge. If you neglect this, how shall
you ¢ abide the day of his coming, in flaming fire, to
take vengeauce on all them that Enow not (xod and
‘wvha obey not tue gos,)cl ?”  Lift up thine hoau, my
soul; oo cise is judge but Christ.  W73ll hey.who
bare iy Sl ;tead gaiast me in judgment ? Noj;
but he mll put strength in me. 1 know in whom I Y
have believed ; and that he is able to keep that saloa-
tion cy" sy soul, which I have committed to him, against
that day.” )
90. Christ is an .awocm E a.  Acrcording ‘o his I'a-
ther’s avpointment, he opealy iovites sinful me, par-
ticuiarly his children, to commit their spiritual causes
into his hand. Kindly, freely, readily, and often un-
desired, he undertakes them, as far as equily permnits.
With mﬁmte vkill, integrity, faithfulness, holdvc&,
care, and success, he plcads them at his Fatiter’s har,
notwithistanding all that a broken law, a malicious de-
vil, or guwliy coascience, can alied 3c to opposc him.

a1 Johni. 1.
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Tasisting 0a the unanswerable plea, of his finished tight-
eousness, of his own and his Father’s honor, love, prom-
ise, his intercession alway prevails, obtains the gracious
paidon of every crime, the full claim to, and perfect
possession of, all that grace, and that glory, adloited
and established by the laws of the new covenant.—
Hail, my soul, Jesus ¢ is able to save me to the utter-
most ; sceing he cver liveth to make intercession for
me.”  Let me intercede for myself, and others, with
groanings which cannot be uttered.

21. Christ is the caprain of salvation «. By his
Father’s commandment, he, in the display of his hon-
or, his valour, his wisdom, faithfulncss, and strength,
cheerfully, openly, and boldly preclaimed war with
sin, Satan, and a carnal world. Armed with zeal, with
righteousness, - with power and wrath, he, in his incar-
mation, his death, resurrection, ascension, his spiritual
and second coming, fights with, conquers, and spoils
them ; enriching his friends with the prey. It isthine,
O Jesus, with the sword of the Spirit, mhich is the word
of God, with the gospel-arrows, of deep conviction, cf
saving illumination and heart-melting influence, to sub-
due thy people, and muke them willing in the day of
thy power. It is thine, to cause them to enlist under
thy banner, and take hold of thy covenant :—Thine
to teach their hands to war, and their fingers to ficht,
with principalities, powers, and spiritual wickedness in
high places; and to mortify the deeds of the body, and
crucify the flesh, that they may live :=—Thiue to array
them with the military robes of thy righteousness and
grace, and to equip them with the mhole armour of
God. 1t is thine to appoint cach his particular station
and work, and direct them to watch, march, attazk, or
retreat ; to match again-t temptation; lust against the
.ﬂ8§h; resist the devil ; or flee youthful lusts. Tt is
thine to encourage their heart, with the hopes of vie-
tpz'y, and of an exceeding great remward.  Thine to pre-
vide their spiritual provision ; to shew them the ene-

a Heb. ii. 10. Rev, xiz. 12.—21. Is. lv. 4.
t
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my; prudently discover their force, and point out their
stratagems. It is thine to protect from the fiery darts
of the devil, and keep from evil, that it may not grieve
them. Thine to lead on to the attacks; and to suc-
ceed, prefer, reward, or correct,fasis good in thy sight.
It is thine to purchase,” to bestow, to promote, and
maintain our everlasting saloation ; and to punish with
unsupportable ruin, such as refuse thy terms of peace,
or decline to eulist in thy bands.—In all my spiritual
warfare, let me set the Lord continually before me :
let me stand still, and see his salvation; ¢« and follow
after him, only to spoil.” |

22. Christ is a LespER and GuiDe a. By his di-
vine providence he directs all things. In the wilder-
ness of a natural state, and of a present evil world, he
meets with his chosen. In their regeneration, he con- ,
verts them from the error of their way; makes them
to enter in at the strait gate; and brings them into
himself, the way that leadeth unto life. He abides
with, comforts, assists, goes before, and shews a pat-
tern to them; and by his word and Spirit directs
them in every case, till they enter into the joy of their
Lord. Rejoice, my soul,—he shall guide me in 2
right way ! thy way to iim commit ; he shall bring it to
pass : with him I shall walk, and not be weary ; 1 shall
run, and not be faint. .

23. Christ is called a proPHET and TeAcHER b. In
consequence of divine appointment and furniture for
his work, he, by his word and Spirit, faithfully and iu-
fallibly revcals to men his Father’s will ; chiefly, what
relates to a future state, and the way to it. How un-
bounded, and cxact, is his knowledge of the divine
mind. It is his to have “ compassion on the ignorant,
aud on them that are out of the way :” with astonish-
ing paticnce and care, freely to teach them the mys-
teries of the kingdom. It is his to informn his people,
how to cleanse then:selves from iniquily ; how toavert
divine judgments; how to war with their spiritual focs,

als.tv. 4 b Actsiii, 22, Jobaii,
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and te assure themr of success therein. It is his i
solve all their doubts; and speak a word in season to
them that are weary. It is his to confirm his mission
with miracles, obvious to the world ; and with al-
mighty influence, felt by the hcart. It is his to ap-
point and qualify every true teacher in his church.
And ah the fearful doom, that awaits such as neglect to

“attend his instructions! O ye sons of men, whether
you hear, or whether yon forbear, you shall know that
a prophet wasamong you !—God forbid that our Proph-
et should be withont honor in his own country.

- 24, Christ is the INTERPRETER, one among a thou-
sand a. 'To his children he explaius the sccrets of his
covenant ; the mysteries of his word ; the deeps of his
nature, person, and purpose; the wonders of his prov-
idence. By him they are made to understand, when,
and what, the Lord speaks to them ; and taught to ex-
press the language of heaven in prayer, praise, and ho-
ly conference.—When, O Jerws, wilt thou privately
explin everw parablc to me? When wilt thou un-
teach me this Ashdod-like jargon of carnal and unknown
words? and turn to me a pure language? O when
shall this Babel-like strife about words entirely cease
in the church and world ; and men % serve the name
of the Lord with oue consent.”
~ 25. Christ is called the faithful and true wiTNESS b.
Being divinely called, he, with the utmost fidelity and
clearncss, declares to men the whole {ruth of God, ne-
cessary to he known, and nothing else. Solemnly hc
confirmed it, by his own, and his prophets’ and apos-
tles’ miracles, almost innumerable. Solemnly he con-
firmed it, by bis own suffering and death. Solemnly
he confirms it, by his oath and sacraments; by the
testimony of his Spirit to men’s couscience, and by the
attesting cours2 of his providence in the world. And
according to thy declarations, O Jesus, shall we he
jJudged at the last day.—Shall Ireject the attested
promises of God =My soul, dost thou now believe ?

a Job, xxxiii. 23. & Rev.iii, 15. Is. Iv. 4.
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0. Christ is called the aposTLE, or missionary of
cur professien a.  Solemuly hath God called thee, O
Redecner; and wonderfully hath he qualified thee,
to mzke a clear, complete, and infallible revelation of
his will to men, as the standard and rule of their re-
ligicus profession. It is truly thine to confirm thy
wission and doctrine with miracles, henevolent, great,
aud many; to counfer the Holy Ghost, by laying on of
thy hands; to be equally concerned with all the
churches ; and to be properly succeeded by none in
thy office. It is thire to frame, to found, and order
the gospelchureh 5 and to be the author, matter, and
eid, of cur whole christiarity.~My roul, consider hinv;
let him be thy meditation all the day.

27. Christ is called a misitop, overseer, and MINIs-
TR b.  For the welfare of his church, he overseeth,
watcketh over, preacheth the gospel to, ivstructs, gov-
erus, aiul ntercedes for, his people.  He is the biskop
¢f sowls ; he searchetn the heart, and trieth tie reins;
Le iustracls, governs, azd corrects the souls of men ;
vor doth a visible profession, but real inward grace,
consiitute any the sheep of his pasture. He is called
the minister of the sanctuary.  How near he approach-
cth to God! intercedes in the holy place above! and
at Rt will, £ ¢ver, remain the orly mivister of the
churcit. He is called the minister of the circumcision.

n kis debased siate, he preached to few but circum-
csed Jews—m I returned to this skepherd and
riskep of sails” Awm 1 of the true cercumcision, whe
worship Ged in the spirit, rejeive in Christ Jesus, and
have 1o coniiderce in the desh?

3. Chiist iscalled a rriEsT €0 Tuken from anong
77, Wil tespeet (9 his hwmanity, he is solemnly call-
el of Ged, urd {urmished with all zecessary gifts and
e e, o give hiwseif a sacrifice of infinite value, to
oLsty diviee justice. and vecenciie us to God ; and te
inase contirl intercession for us. His golden aitur

3 Hebouio 1. 8 1 Feo i 25, Heb. vtk 2 Rem. xv. &

ko L and v, <1, Revewiil, & 4 5. Ezek. 1. T
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is himself] his own precious and divine nature. The
much incense, wherewith he offers up the prayers of
all saints to God, is his own merits and intercession.
His « taking fire from the altar, or from between the
cherubims, and casting it on the earth,” imports that
the contempt of his person and finished righteousness,
is the great cause of vengeance ; and he hath the man-
agement of all the fiery judgments of God sent upon
apostate churches. He is made pricst with an oath :
for his encouragement, and for our comfort and sted-
fastness in the faith of his righteousness and interces-
rion, God hath, in the most solemn way, ascertained
the eternal duration of his priesthood. He is a priest
of gs:d things to come : his purchase and intercession
chicfly relate to the good things, the spiritual privi-
leges enjoyed in the evangelic and eternal state of the
church. He is “the High priest of our profession,”
our only Mediator whose sacrifice and intercession are
the whole sum and substance of the gospel. He is a
great High priest altogether unparallelled in the dig-
nity of his person, office and work.

29, Christ is called the BREAKER that is gone UP a.
In the greatness of his wisdom and power, he, in the
counsel of peace, came vp, and engaged for us. In his
incarnation, he came: vp, and assumed our nature. In
his life, and in his death, he came up, and obeyed the
law, and satisfied the justice of God in our stead. In
his resurrection, in his ascension, he went vp, and took
posscssion of everlasting felicity in our name. In his
intercession, he stands up, as our advacate, to “ appear
in the presence of God for us.” At last he will dreak
through and come- in the clouds. Even now he breal:s
through, and comes up, in the offer and application of
his grace. Having, through manifold impassable-like
paths, broken up a nen and living may, to-cternal happi-
ness, he breaks the head of Saian, by destroying his
power; breaks off our chains of darkness; remaves
our guilt and corruption; brings us out of our spiritu-.

¢ Mie, ii, 13,
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al prison of blindness and bondage. By conviction and
lumination, he bdreaks up the fallow-ground of our
beart. By the almighty influence of his love, he breaks
the power of our enmity and rebellion. With heavy
chastisements, he often breaks the spirits of his people.
And with unrelenting strokes, and unceasing storms of
wrath, he breaks to pieces his incorrigil..e foes.—Re-
joice, my soul, for I shall go up and pass through ; and
the Lord on my head. Break all things as they will,
never shall I be broken off from him.

30. Christ is compared to a masTeEx and LoRD a.
With infinite expense, tenderness, skill, and authority,
he erects his church; and provides for her every §
thing necessary. He instructs, admonisheth, and cor- §
rects his people ; assigns them their respective work
and reward. It is his to be heartily chosen, highly K
feared, loved, honored, and served with faithfulness,
and smﬂlenecs of heart -—Let me, call noman master ;
for one is my master, even Christ: he is my Lord 0
my soul, worship thou him,

31. C hrist is compared to a MINISTER OF STATE, 8
TREASURER, and sTEWARD . To him hath the Fa-
ther committed all power in heaven and earth ; and
given him to be head over all things to the church. In-
to his hand is given all the fulness of grace and glory,
to be distributed by him to sinful men, according to §
the manner prescribed in the purpose and covenant of |
God, On him the happiness of creation, chiefly of Ais
body the ckurch, doth depend: and to him we must [§
apply in every time of mecd. With infinite prudence, |
with unspotted fidelity, he manageth and dispenseth
every thing committed to his charo-e In the end, he
will render to God an honorable account of it ; and be |
rewarded with everlasting glory and greatness —My |
soul, cast all thy ¢« care upon him; for he careth for
thee; ;” and will give thee thy portlon in due reason. §

32. Christ hath the kY or pavip ¢. He “openeth §

a John xiit. 18, 3 John iii. 35. Col.i. 19, Psal, 1xviii _-}
18. Heb, iii. &, ¢ Rev, iii, 7. Is. xxii, 22, |




71

and no man shutteth ; and shutteth, and no man oper-
eth.” He hath the key of knonledge; he knows all
his people’s persons, cases, and cares: he understands
the scriptures, and appoints others to-explain them.
He hath the key of authority, and govermment in his
church ; he fixeth ordinances, bestows gifts, and dis-
penseth blessings as he pleascth. In spiteof all op-
position, he opens the scripture ; spreadsthe light and
knowledge thereof : he opens a door of opporlunity to
preach the gospel, and gives ministers a door of utter-
ance therein ; and opens the heart to receive the in-
grafted word, to the saving of the soul. It is his to
open the door of the church, and admit his chosen
sheep, adding daily ¢ such as shall be saved.” 1t is
his to open the door of heaven by his blood, and bring
his saints into that glorious place. Notwithstanding
cvery contrary attempt, it is thine, O Jesus, to shut
up the scripture, and render it a sealed book ; to shut
out the gospel, by forbidding to preach it ; to shut the
heart, by giving it up to the power of its corruptions;
or having entered thyself, to shu¢ out thy rivals in hell
or in earth ; and at last to shut the gates of happiness
‘against thine obstinate despisers. It is thine to shus
up men in trouble, spiritual or temporal; and to re-
lieve them therefrom, at thy pleasure.— Q bring my
soul out of prison that I may glorify thy name.” Shu¢
be my heart to every temptation; to every vanity;
to every lust.

33. Christ is compared to an HUSBANDMAN, Or mas-
ter of a field, or vineyard . With the inestimable
price of hisblood, he purchased the field, the vineyard
of his church. He hedgeth it about with discipline
and government. Every onein,or about it, he plaeth
in his proper station. All his people, chiefly his min-
isters, he appoints to labor in, and watch over'it. By
convictions, he digs and ploughs it. By gospel-offers
and gracious influences, he fattensit. With his full
flood of divine doctrines, and spiritual grace, he wa~

a Luke Xiﬁl 60"’90 .
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ters it. By cutting off unruly professors, by death, or
by church-censure; by purging out unruly lusts, and
irregular practices ; by means of sanctified afflictions,
good laws, and gracious influences, he prunes and
weeds it. With infinite pleasure he reviews, walks
in, watcheth over it, and patiently waits for the fruit
of it. His ripe saints he cuts down, transports them
to his celestial barns, and store-house ; while he casts

the wicked tares into unquenchable fire. The chief |

honor of the whole management, he claims for him-
self; but allows a proportionate reward to his minis-
ters, his people.—Be thou, my soul, the vineyard of
the Lord of hosts; and be my graces his pleasant
lants.
d 34. Christ is compared to a sower a. With infi-
nite care and skill, he casts abroad the good seed of
his word in the visible church. Partly it falls upon
inattentive sinners, who, like the nay-side, give it no
reception, not co much as into their memory and judg-
ment: part of it upon stony ground, upon obdurate
and hard-hearted sinners, who, though at first some-
what aflected, quickly wither and return to their
wonted unconcern: part of it among thorns, upon sin
ners under the power of carnal cares, which choke and
render it unfruitful : part of it upon good ground, upon
renewed hearts, which, in different degrees, bring
forth abundant fruits of righteousness, to the praise
and glory of God. After ploughing our heart by con-
viction and trouble, it is thine, O Jesus, to cast into it
the good seed of thy grace; thine, by repeated influ-
ence, to water and harrow the soil.—~Justly dost thon
call, and look for our precious fruits; justly dost thou
reckon thyself honored, when evangelical truths, gra-
cious influences, and special providences, make us te
abound in the work of the Lord.—O thy long-suffer-
ing patience, and kind waiting for our repentance !—
But ah the vengeance, that shall at last overtake such
as arc obstinate and barren! Alas! what tares of hy-

¢ Matt, xiii, 8,8, 24,=32;
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pocrites, Satan sows in thy church! What tares of sin-
ful inclinations and practices are in our heart and life !
But we look for a iime, when theése dissemblers shall
be utterly destroyed.—Hasten, my soul, unto the
coming of this day of God.

35. Christ is compared to a suepuerDp a. The Fa-
ther hath appointed Him to oversec his people, the
flock of his pasture, to seek and save them when lost.
In the wilderness of a natural state, en the mountains
of vanity and guilt, he seeks them out, follows after,
and apprehends them by the word and power of his
grace : with joy and gladness, he lays them on the
shoulder of his almighty love; bears them into a new
covenant state; carries them through a present evil
world ; and, notwithstanding their weakness and frow-
ardness, bears them at last to his heavenly fold. Ex-
act, O Savior, is thy knowledge of them, in their per-
sous, their state, and case. It is thine, to mark the
sheep of thy outer pasture, thy visible church, with a
semblance of sanctity ; and those of the inner, the in-
visible church, with thy real image and Spirit in the
hidden man of their heart. It is thine to feed them
with knowledge ard understanding, upon the greer
pastures of thy person, thy relations, covenant, right-
eousness, and love. It is thine to preserve them from
the unwholesome pastures of false doctrine, sinful cor-
ruption, and carnal care. It is thine to gather the
weak lambs with thy arms, and carry them in thy bo-
som ; and gently to lead those who are burdened in
spirit ; and are with young ; concerned to convert ath-
crs to thy way. It is thine to gather thy chosen into
the fold of the visible church, and of intimate near-
ness to thyselt, In the scorching noon-tide of persecu-
tion, of teinptation, or of prevalent corruption, it is
thine to give them rest, under the shadow of thy pow-
erful protection and love ; to cause them to lie down
in the green pastures, and heside the still waters of re-
freshful ordinances, redeeming kindress, and gracious

a Is, x1. 11, Heb, xiti, 20.
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inflacice. By cxposing, by giving thy life for theim;
by applying thy righteousnees, and by exerting 1hy
providence, in their defence ; it is thine to she].ter :
them from every storm; to save them from every de.
vourer ; and preserve them from destruction: It is
thine, tenderly, and with infinite exaciness, to ohserve
their condition, watch over, and keep them, that none
may ever he lost: It is thine to follow after, and by
power and love reduce them from cvery wandering;
kindly to pluck them out of every fearful pit, and mi- |
ry clay, and wash fromi their filthiness im the streams
of thy blood, thy Spirit. M is thine, to heunltheir [
grievous, their wnnumbered diseases ; to restore their
soul when faint ; and lead them in a way that is right.
‘By church-censure, I'e now separates the infected with
'scandal, that the rest be not partakers in their sins, or
their plao‘ues at last, he will fully separate the goats,
the unclean; and pre~cnt the residue before God,
without spot, or wrinkle,or any suck thing. The Lamb
that is ‘in the midst of the throne shall for ever feed §
them, in & good pasture; he shall guide them unto |
fountains of hvmw water.—Bless the Lmd O my soul,’
that he « hzought again from the dead the great
Shepherd of the sheep,” by the finished price of our
redemption, «the blood of the everlasting covenant.”
36. Christ is compared to a pHYsICIAN @. Him the
Father hath sent, sealed, and furnished, to heal our
spivitual ailments. Every man, whose soul is affected
with the blindness of ignorance, the deafness of spir-
itual unconcern, the fever of concupiscence, the jaun-
dice of malice, the swelling tympany of pridc, the
vertigo of inconstancy, the quinzy of cursing and blas-
phemv, the dropsy of covetousness, the palcy of stu-
pidity, the pleurisy of envy, the rheumatism of dis-
content, the delirium of constant levitv, the moon-struzk
madncas of passion and rage, cr with legality, unbe-
lief, hardness of hmrt the temptatmns of Satan, the

a Matt, ix. 12, 18, Is, 1xi. 1. Exod. zv. 26,
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dings of censcience, or any other plague, hath full
warrant to apply to him for a cure. In the word of
the everlasting gospel, he exhibits his sign, publish-
c¢th his all-comprehending skill, and the unfailing ef-
ficacy of his prescriptions. He fully understands our
distempers, and their proper, their infallible remedy.
By day or night, he is infinitely ready to visit the dis-
tressed | how he rides on cherubs, on wings of ever-
lasting love, to attend them! O his infinite concern
for the welfare of his patients! All of them, poor
and needy, he heals without money, and without price.
How often, while insensibility, self-naughtiness, unbe-
lieving fear, and shame, restrain us from calling him,
comes he, of his gwn accord, and saith to our soul,
Wilt thou not be made whole? O the large assortment
of his spiritual medicines, contained in the promises
of the new covenant! When he applieth them, how
thoroughly he examines our case; no! that he, but
that we may know it! How thoroughly he searcheth
our wounds, by couvictions and trouble! The poison-
ous morsels we had swallowed, he makes us, by peni-
tent grief, to vomit up: our sinful, our inward filth,
he purgeth away. Every means of cure he applieth
in its proper order and time. "Tenderly he binds up
eur painful wounds; and by his promise applieth his
blood, his righteousness, and grace to our soul. To
prevent, or recover f{rom, fainting fear and desponci-
ency, he pours out his Spirit, sheds alrroad his encour-
aging, supporting, and refreshful love in our heart, hy
the Holy Ghost. How often he visits! how kindly he
syrmpathizeth with us in our affiiction! IHow greatly
he rcjoiceth in our recovery?! How wiscly he pre-
soribes such spiritual excrcise and diet, as infallibly
tend to restore arnd promote our inward bealth! Nor
do any ever perish urder his haid.—Is Le the Lord
my God, that healeth me? Wy sall-diceased soul,
what wquldst thou that Christ cliouk! do vnto thee 2
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37. Christ is the spiritual MIRACLE-woORKKR a. Such
a8 were dead in trespasses and sins, he raiseth to spir-
#tval and everlasting life. To the blind and ignorant,
he giveth saving instruction. The deaf, the stupid,
he causeth to hear his melting, his still, his small, hiy
gospel voice. 'The dumb, he enableth to express them-
selves in prayer and praise. He cleanseth from the
leprosy of indwelling sin. The gospel of peace, the
glad tidings of salvation, he preacheth to sinful men,
poor, wretched, miscrable, blind, and naked. In conse-
quence of our bappy marriage with him, he turns our
water of adversity into comfort and usefulness; he
sweetens it, enableth to rejoice in it, and causeth it to
work for us a far more exceeding and eternal weight of
glory. The Jewish confined and carnal sacrifices he
threw out of his church, and made her a sanctified
house of prayer for all pcople. Many Gentile sinners,
many Roman subjects, netwithstanding all their aston.
ishing ignorance and unbelief, he restored to everlast-
ing life. Satan he ejects from our heart. By a word,
a touch of his power, he cures our spiritual fever, our
long-running issues, our aged impotency; and deter-
mires.us, when we are healed, to honour him with the
best that we have, and to spread abroad the good sa-
vour of his fame. Along with his command, he ena-
bles the ntthered to stretch out the hand of faith for a
cure. Such as are not ouly spiritually dead, but by
repeated acts of horrid transgressions, scemingly des-
perate ; or by long custom, stinking and utterly Ioath-
some in lust, he restores to cternal lifc; and malkcs

a Matt. xi. 5. Johnii. 1..—19. Matt. xxi. 12. John iv,
44, Marki. 21 —46. Luke viii. 42, 43, 44. John v. 5.—9.
- Mark iii. v. Luke viii. 49 -—55. and vii. 11.—17. John xi.
39.—44. Johnix. Mark viii. 22.—26. Matt. xx. 34, Matt,
viit, 24.--83, Mark v. 1.—-20. Matt. xiv. and xv. Matt.
viil, 8;~—13. and xv. 21.—28. Luke xxii. 50, 51. Matt.
xxi. 18, 19. Luke v, 1.—10. Jjohn xxi. 6. It is here sup-
posed, Christ’s real outward miracles were emblems of his
spiritual wotk,
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the distinguished transgressors tie chief of his saints.
By despise.l ordinances and promiscs; by conviclion
of otr blindness ; by the washing of his blood and
spirit, he opens our blind understanding: gradually he
increaseth our spivitual knowledge, till we see eve-
ry thing clearly in the immediate vision of God. * The
cnraged, the torn by Satan, he kindly delivers, and-
inakes sound in the faith. The storins of trotible, out-:
vard or inward, his word changeth into a calm of peace.
By a fem debased apdstles, he rourished the souls of |
siaers unnumbered in the wilderness of the people -
by a few despised truths, he nourisheth his people  in .
this wilderness-world, without diminishing the virtue:-
‘thereof: nay, the more of his provision we receive,
the morc we behold to remain. How rcady to dé-
any thing expected by a vigorous, a courageous faith 4
How many, of his betrayers and murderers, did he
heal by his saviug touch ! How fearfully, amidst théir
lazy, their fair pretences to holiness, did he curse the '
Jewish church into barrenness ; and, quickly after his
ascension, make them to wither away ! But witness, -
ycapostles, when you cast the gospel-net on the right,
on the Now-Testament side of the church, what thou-
satds of souls were caught init ! « Sing unto theLord,
for he hath donc excellent things ; this is known “iu
eIl the carth. Tsany thing too hard for the Lord?”
w3 Christ is compared to a mrerenasr @ How in-
inite Is his assortment of all necessary, and -isefdl
bk:essi*.:zga, temnporal, spiritual, and cternal.  In the gos
pei he publisheth his falness, and his gracious terms
ousile.  How there he constantly cxhibits his mani-
ild blessings, to attract our aficrtion, and excite bt
“ouls to huy ; te receive them as the frece, the unspeak-"
e‘.,?!h), the oifered * gift of God, without money-and
withou! price,” without righteousness present, and
without eugaging to render a requital ! How earnést’
s viiations ! How enraptured his joy, when sttty
bess apply for his henefits, and humbly submit tothis
@ Isa.lv, 1, Rev. iii, 18, .
* H
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termis of grace ! How grieved, when we will have
none of him! will not come to him, that we may
have life ! How displeased, when, by presenting our
hase, our counterfeit, our salf—nghteousnesc we aver
that his gifts may be purchased with our money ; and -
when we try to raise his price !—Alway he under-
stands the whole state of his affairs ; what bhlessings
he hath om hand ; who are his merchants; and what
debls they owe: and at the last day, he will call eve-
ry man to an account.—Trade with him, my-soul, for
thy God, thy glory, and thy all in all.

39. Christ is compared toa REFINER a. Finding
his chosen in a state of corruption and misery, he
breaksthem with the hammer of his word, melts
them in the furnace of a fiery law, of fiery troubles,
and especially, of his redeeming love contained in the
promise, and shed abroad in their heart by the Holy
Ghost, the spirit of burning. Thus ke purgeth away
their corrupt dross, and nothing miore ; and forms
them into glorious vessels of etermal mercy and hay-
piness. B) perserution and censure, he prirgeth his
church from scandalons and naughty persons, till at
lzst he presents her betore God without dross, without
spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing. Blessed Refiner,
O when wilt thou purge away all my drosz, and take
cway all my tin!

40. Christ is compared toa stiLpeEr b. Upon
the foundation of his own infinite love, he, with his
everlasting Father, and adored Spirit, laid the found-
ation, and built up the whole structure of his new cov-
ezant, and of our salvation by it. The fabric of his
humai nature he huilt up, in assumirg it : 25 fem-
ple being destroyed by death ; he in rising from the
dead, reared it up inthree days. By his birth, his life,
his death, his resurrection, his ascensior, intercession,
and second coming ; by his werd, ordinances, and in-
flucnces, he builds up the chwwrch and temple ef God.
On Lis ewn marvellous person he fourds it : with hic

a Mal iii. 2,3. & Zech. vi. 13,
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blood, grace, and truth he cements it : mysteri-
ously he connects all the parts and concerns thercof :
according to his ancient purpose and plan, he franeth
every thing relative to it.—It is thine, O Jesus; to dig
us, thy chosen, out of the quarry of our natural statc;
to hew and form us hy regeneration and sanctification ;
to bind us to thyself by mystical union ; to rear up .
structure of grace in cach of our hearts ; build us up
in our most holy faith ; and to adorn and finish the
work, “with shoutings of grace, grace unto it.—Mercy
shall be built up forever.”

41. Christ ic compared to a TRAVELLER a. In the
areatness of his strength, in the display of his love, he,
as it were, goeth about in the ordinances, and influen-
res of his grace, to seck and save sinners, even the
chief ; and to visit his people. How oftcn ke endurces
the saddest injuries! By his word, his providence, and
Spirit, how he knocks at the door of our heart! How
wickedly ! how shamefully is he oftcu resisted, and ex-
cluded ! What ravishing feast of spiritual delights he
hestoweth on those who receive him ! I¥%: and his Fa-
ther enter in, and manifest to them the glory and sweet-
nese of their person and love. o

42, Christ is compared to a servayr b. Cheerfully
he engaged to his Father in the service of our salva-
tion. With amazing diligence, faithfulness, humble
condescension, aud single regard to his Father’s hongur,
he assumed our nature, and obeyed and suffered in our
stead. By his word he publisheth, by his Spirit he
applicth, his purchased redemption to oursoul. Inall
mediatorial procedure, he promotes our everlasting
happiness ; glorifieth his Father to the highest, per-
forms the work which he gave him to do; and shall
receive from him, a transcendant, an eterual reward of
personal glory, and a numerous seed. What, O Re-
deemer, chall I render unto thee for thy service for

me! “Truly I am thy servant ; T am thy servant :—
thou hast louwsed my bonds.” :

a Yoa. Ixiil. 1. 5 lsa, xlix. 3.°
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- 40, Christ is called & roRERUNNER a.  His goiligs
forth for us were of old, jrom everlasting. With what
ewiftress, strength, and courage ! with what patience,
¢heerfulners and jov, did he run the race set hefore
him ; gaabout deing good, healing disgases; prea-hing
the.gospel, obeying the law, and suﬂ'enno- death for
us ! Gilorious Jesus, how much inore e‘ccellent than
J runners ! Iow hast thou cutrun and cxceeded all!
‘How hast thou first entered into heaven by thy blood ;
‘and opened the gates thereof for us 3 and taken posses-
sicn 01 it in our nanre ! How hast!thou at once paved
our yay, and given us oy complete pattern ! Lord, dram
L ey e wil run after thee. .
44 Christ is compared {oa BURDEX-BEARER b. He
. hare cur sins and tho punishment thereof, in his own [
“npdy apenthe tree. He barestlie ¢ re of: a.ll his church- §
68 On his shoulders.of power, mercy, a and love, he |
_bears the persous of all his snints, and carries them safe |
:to= the marsmns above : he hears their cares, in light-
euing th eir pressu reand caring for them: he bears
thelr Low's >3, in sympathising with, and supporting
;Lhem utder them : he bears their burden of service,
their work and labour of love, in performing it in and
. for them, working in them, « to will and to de of his good
pleasure.”” Itis thine, O Jesus, to bear me up under cv- )
ery pressure : bear me out against every opposition ;
bear me or, in the way of holiness; bear me home, to -
_glory; and bear me in to thy inunediate embraces, that
‘whexethou art,I may be there also,tc behold thy glory.
45." Christ resembles the x1x0 SamariTaN ¢ How-
‘ever much hated, reproached, and abused by our
_sace 3 yet findive us fallen among thievish and mur-
derous devils and corruplions, and by the rendered
dead in trespasses and sins ;—when neither broken
nor ceremonial law, nor any thms: carthly, could shew
us the least pity or rehef, lie terderly turneth aside to
us, hinds up our wounds, applieth the most eflectual
medicinre, commands his angels and ministers to take
a Heb. vi. 2Q. 6 Psal. 1v.2, ¢ Luke x, 30—37.
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care of ug, comfort and ‘help us with the doctrine of
his word ; and promises to them a proper, an abund-
antreward. Blessed Redeemer, pass by me, who am
more than Aalf dead ; let my time be a time of love;
and say unto my soul, Live.

46. Christ resembles Lazarus of the parable a.—
Ia his debased estate he was exceeding poor, bad no
help but in God alone : was oppressed with griefs,
sorrows, wounds, and bruises. Asan humbled Saviour,
he wasdivinelv sent to, ofiered, and laid at the door of
the scribes, Pharisees, and othe. Jews ;—urged on
their heart and couscience. These, being rich in the
conceit of their ewn righteousness, many of them rich
in worldly honour and wealth, and every day refreshed
and delighted with the views of their numerous admi:-
rers, wickedly refused and despised him. Meanwhilg,
numbers of detested publicans, unclean Gentiles,and no-
torious sinners, afiectionately applied his blood and suf-
fering for the nourishment of their soul. Induetime he
died : quickly he rese again : and thereafter, amidst in-
numerable hosts of angels ascended to heaven.. Soon af-
ter, God’s flaming vengcance to the uttermost,came up-
on his Jewish despisers. In a hel oftrouble upon earth,
they were partly awakened, and lifted up their eyes:
partly convicted: of his Messiahship, they earnestly
wished further demonstration thereof for themselves,
their various sects, and their brethren of the ten tribes.
But notwithstanding their requesis, and their relatio:-
to Abralram, never shall any but scripture evidence be
atlowed them, If-you belicve not this, ye children of
men, neither will yc “be persuaded, thouzh one rose
from the dead.”

47. Christ ix compared {0 a TRAVAILENG WoMAN U,
Ahb, how dreadful the paugs, the threws, the agouies,
which he underwent ! How chocking the veice of his
roaring ! How necessary this, to acomplish and bring
forth our everlasting salvation! How comely and pleas
ant the frait of his travail; “ glory to God in the high-

a Luke xvi, 19-31. & Isa. liii.

1§
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est, peace on earth, and good will towards men !” No
more.ask, my soul, Doth a man travail with child ?—
Wherefore sce I him with his hands on his loins ? But
ask, with astonishment ask, Doth the God man travail
with child ? Why, O Redcemer, see I thee ‘ exceed-
ing sorrowful, even unto death, amazed, and very
heavy 2” Why thy tears, thy cries, thine anguish ?
Was cver sorrow like unto thy serrow ? But now thou
rememberest it no more, for joy that men-children
are born unto God : yow, thou seest thy seed, the
travail of thy soul, and art satisfied.

43. Christ resembles a woxax mith a candle sweep-
ling an hovse, to find a lost picce of siloer a. 'To search
out, und b"mg his chosen people to everlasting life, he
h‘"hts tiie candlc of his inspired oracles, and preached
;:;ospel. Often he sweeps nations and churches, with -
the besom of fearful calamity. He sweeps and purg- .
cth places and persons, by the dispensation of his or-
dinances ; which, through the opposition of men, raise
a mighty stir, when they enter a country or conscience:
Nevertheless, Jesus continueth his work, till his pre-
cious, his ransomed ones, are, to the praise of God, the
joy of angels and saints, recovered from among the rep-
robate world, and the dross of their own corruption.
O Redeemer, how hast thou condescended to seek and
save me, who was lost ! how precious have I been in
thine eyes! shalt not thou be infinitely precious in -
mine ?

49. Christ is compared to an EAGLE b, Uncomcly,
indeed were his debased appearances, hut how infinite
is his power ! all piercing his knowledge ! unbounded
his duration and age ! speedy his execution of his pur-
pose ! deep-rooted his enmity to Satan and hisserpent-
ine'seed! furious his conquest and destruction of them!
powerful and majestic the voice of his word and prov-
idence ! mysterious and incomprehensible the track of
his purpose and work ! royal and large his dominion
over all things, especially over the household of faith !

o L uke xv. 8, { Rev. xii, 14,
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It is thine, adored Immanuel, with stedfast and com-
_prehensive view, to behold the uncreated Suw of Grod-
head : thine to instruct thy people, and enable them
to apprehend it nw, hy faith; hereafter by immedi-
ate vision. It is thine to ascend on high, far ahove all
heavens, principality and power; and forever sit
down on the right hand of God ; that, with amazing
love and vigour, thy Spirit may descend to take the
prey from the mighty ; that, with amazing, but god-
like fury, thou mayest make thine enemies thy foot-
stool. It isthine to love thy children with an infinite
invincible love ; and, by kind application of thyse‘l‘f, to
bring them into spiritual existence. Itis thine to pre:
tect them in danger, and hidc them in the munitions
of rocks ; bear them amidst weakness ; and, as is ne-
cessary, nourish them with thy blood. Rejoice, my
soul ; upon the two mings of his word and providence,
shall I, shall all the ransomed escape from our ene-
- mies! With the feathers of his love, his faithfulness,
his power, and protecting care, he shall cover us ; and
his truth shall be our shield and buckler. | |

00, Christ compareshimself to anexgatheringher chick-
ens under her wings a. How boundless his love ! How
fender his pity and compassion towards his people l—
How Kkindly, how carnestly, chiefly amidst danger, Le
invites them to hunself! How readily he receives,
hides, and protects them! How tenderly he cherish-
eth them in their weakness! Think, my soul, how, iu
our behalf; he submitted to the sword of divine jus-
tice, fought to the death with sin, Satan, and the world ;
and through his own poverty and want, secures our
sweet, our plentiful provision.—Blush, ye gospel-des--
p-sers, how often would the tender Jesur  have gath-
ered you, and ye would not !”

51. Christ is compared to a riox . How reyal is
his power and dignity ! How great his terrible ma-
Jesty ! How infinitely tender, even unto death, is his
love to hisseed ! How courageous, cven towards God,

a Matth, xxiii. 57 & Rev. v, 5.

~
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his boldness, in his suffering and intercession ! How
narrow and unccasing his observation of, and how fear-
ful his indignation against his enemies ; who presump-
tuously oppose, gmlefuliy dissemble with him, wilfully
hurt his interest, or wickedly injure his children! How
uanbounded his mercy to those that whelly submit to
him ! But thy despisers, O Lioy, sprung of the tribe
of Judah, shall none deliver out of thy hand! How
full is his death, like the carcase of Sampson’s lion, of
honey and swe=tness for us! filled indced with all the
savoury, the incxhaustible fulness of God ! How ef-
fectually the sprinkling of his blood heals the most ma.
lignant gangrenesofl our corruption! How infallibly it
prevents our destruction from those wild heasts, sinful
tusts, a malicious devil, an evil world, and a dwourmg
death. |

93. He is compared to anox ; PATLING j FATTED
caLF «. How unbounded his patience! his purity!
hisstrength ! his nourishing fuiness of grace and "!ory’
How laborious in his work ! Was not he, -my soul, by
bloody suffering, slaughter, and sacrifice, prepared to
he thy swect, t.hy wholesome and nourishing foou ?—
His ¢ {lesh is meat i:decd, and his blood is drink in-
deed.”

03. Christ is comp'u'ed to aROE; @ HIND, OF HART D
How extensive is his duration! How great his love!
his loveliness ! his gentlencss! How quick his motions !
How quickly he discerns the case of his children !—
How readily he hears their prayer. How kindly he
helps thew, when they pass through the waters of af
fiiction ! How cminently he delights in fellowship with
them ! IHow speecdily, how triumphantly, he leaps
ovir the mountains of distance, swilering, sin, separd-
tion ; and ox the mountains of gospel ordmancw, to
do ther good ! How kindly he watcheth over, and
careth for them, while they are young, tendex, and
‘weak! How wisely he teacheth them to walk iu the
way of his commandments ; and where to flee intime

@ Frov. ix. 2, Mat. xxii, 4. Lukc xv. 23,6 Song 9. Py, xxii. title
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of danger! Iow valiantly he fights with their ene-
mics in their defence ! How streng and irreconrilable
is his hatred of the old serpent and hisseed ! In his de-
hased statc, how these fastened upon and, tormented
~him ! Indevouring them, hi« « thirst was great 3 and
his threat dricd as a potsherd.” In destroying them,
he was « obedient unto death, even the death of the
cross.”” Hunted and pursued by wo, from the morn-
ing to the end of his life, he was rendered the sweet,
the tender, the divinely allotted neurishment of our
soul. Nor do his righteousness and grace everfajl to
counterwork the rage and venom of hell. -Bless¢d hind
of the morning, wast thou early hunted by Jrmovan’s
wratht! cursed be my 'sins the cause ! IR
54, Christ'is the tAMB a. How infinit¢-is his inro-
cence, meekness, purity; patience, resignation, loveli-
ness! How marvellous an oblation, a sacrifice to God!
How exposed to the wrath of devils and wicked men !
How useful to cover our nakedness, with his robes of
righteousness apd salvation ! and to be the swecet, the
nourishing food of our soul ! He is the Lamh, which
God hegat, prepared, slew, raised up, received into
glory, and set down on his right hand ; the Lamb
which &od loves as himself; and in whom his soul de-
lighteth, = His being in ¢ the midst of God’s throne,”
imports his fixed residence, his universal influence, his
equal aecessibleness to all comers,-and his having the
Father’s hoart and eye on hint continually. His appear- -
ing there gs ke had been slain, imports, that his honour
and intercession for us, are the ffait of his suflering,
and reward of his death. Ilis scven horns, signiiy his
perfect power and authority over all things, particu-
larly in the seven-fold period of the New-Testament
dispensation, for the good of his church. His scven cyes
denote his perfect knowledge of ail things, past, pres-
ent or future ; and his perfect fuluess of the divine
3pirit, 1n his vavious gifts and grace, to . hestow upen
lits ministers and people ou earth, ¢ Beheld, my soul,
n Rev, v, Johni. 29.
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‘this Lamb of God, that taketh away the sin of the
world. The marriage of the Lamb is come,” and him.
self hath made me ready. Quickly, O quickly may I
meet him, ¢ as a bride adorned for her husband ;” and |
o he forever with the Lord !

55, Christ .~wmpares himself to a scarlet-coloured
WORM a, He :-uined our weak and earthly nature;
he condescended to the decpest abasement ; our scar- |
vet-like iniquities, our crimson-crisnes, were imputed
to, and laid upun him ; the punishment of them, the }
satisfaction for them was exacted, and he answered it. &
Ah, how he was cxposed te oppression, suffering, de
testation, contempt! In the garden! on the cross,
how bedewed ! how reddened with his own bhlood !~
Take heed, my scul; beware of trampling him under |
thy feet : crucify not the Son of God afresh ; nor put |
him toan openshame. ‘Osweet! O shocking !~——Why
great Jenovay, wast thou made a worm, a bruised, &
blosdy worm for me! Bread of life,; why hungry for
Mr ! Fountain of living waters, why thirsty for e !-—
Consolation of Israel, why a man of sorrows for mp !=—
Holy one, why made sin for me ! Adored Immanual,
why despised, rejected, and contemned for Mme ! God
blessed forever, why made a curse for me! Plant of |
renown, why a reproach of men for mr ! Brightness of
the Father’s glory, why thy visage marred ! why abu- @
sed with shame and spitting for me! Otnnipresent,
exalted God, why shut up in a stable, nailed to a cros;,
for me ! Life eternal, why murdered by my sius !—
why love-slain for ME ! B

56. Christ is called the ¥amEe of God 4. In him the [§
glory, the perfections, the titles, ordinances, words, and [§
works, of God, do ceutre, and are illustriously and for- |
ever displaycd. By knowing him, I know the Father,
who he is, ¢ the holy one of Israel, the Father of light,”
glory, mercy, and grace; the God of all grace, pa
lience, salvation, and comfort ; my God, and mine ca-
‘cecding joy. How sweet ! how lofty his name! How
can they who know 1t forhear to trust in it 2 |
Pl xxi, 6. 5 Pral, xey, 11, Exod, sxiii, 9!
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57. He is called the 1mace of God a.  Inhis divine
sonship, he is a person distinct from, perfectly like to
and equal with the Father ; the brightness, the bright
representation of his glory, and equally precidus to
the sainis. As Mediator, he is the most illustrious.
work of God. In his undertaking, his birth, life, death ;
in his ascension, intercession, second coming, and un-
ceasing glory ; in his saving office “of Surety, Media-
tor, Redecemer, Prophet, Priest, and King ;. in his ami- -
able relations, appearances, and works, the infinity,
the eternity, unchangeableness, wisdom, power, holi- -
ness, justice, goodness, truth, sovereignty, love, mercy,
and majesty of God, with the subsistence of his undi-
vided essence in three distinct persons, are most..har-
moniously, clearly, and gloriously unfolded, and rep-
resented. Truly. O Jesus, he that hath seen thee,
hath seen the Falder also. Thricé wonderful! in one
person, JEHovan’s adequate image, and the likeness
of sinful flesh ! Turn aside, my soul, and behold this
great sight. R

98. Christ is called the rower of God b. 1In his
divine person, he is possessed of the same infinite pow-
er with his Father and blesscd Spirit. In the union
of his infinitely different, his opposite natures; in
God’s punishing him for our sin, aud supporting him
under it ; in his numerous miracles; in his bearing our
sins, and rendering full satisfaction for them ; in his
rising from the sealed, the watched grave, as our
quickening head ; in his ascending to glory, and sit-
ting down on the right hand of the Majesty on high ;
In hig eternal and ever-prevalent intercession; in his
Judging the world, and executing his decisive senten-
ces; in his removing our guilt, by justification ; in his
removing the power and filth of eur sin, by regenera-
tion and sanctification; in his bearing with our un-
numbered infirmities and provocatiouns ; i his preserv-
ing us from dangers, snares, and lemptations, mcre
than the hairs of our head; inhis bearing usto a

a Heb, i. 8, 4 1Cor. i, 24.
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state of unspoticd holinese, and everlasting jov ; is the
almighty power of God, I*ather, Son and Holy & host,
vigorously exerted, and illustriously displayed. O to
know, to feel, the exceeding greatness; the heart- -cap-
tivating foce thereof !

59. He is called the wisnoy of God . As the sc-
cond person in the adorable Godhead, he is irfinitely
wise and prudent. As Mcdiator, he is the foundation
of all the counsels of God. In the constitution of his-
person ; in his saving offices, relations, and acts j—how
clearly is' the manifold wisdom of Gad manifested!
Here natures,: mﬁmtelv distinet, are dosely, arc inscp-
arably joined. Here, in the purpose, the promise, the
purchase, and application of our redemiption, mercy
meets with trdth, righteousness -and peuce kiss each
other. Here divine justice is satisfied in the nature
that sinned. Satan is conquered in the nature which
he corrupted. Sin is condemined and destroyed, while
the sinner is acquitted and saved. Sin, the worst of
all things, occasions the highest honour to God, whom
it had oﬁ'ended and the oxcatest felicity to tranSgrec-
sors, whom it had rumed The- innocent, the holy
One arnd the Just, is justly condemned, and punished;
while ungodly criminals are righteously acquitted, ac-
cepted, and rewarded with endless ard inconceivable
bliss. Everlasting life to the betrayers and murder-
crs, flows from the death of God. Sinners are saved
wcordu.g to the richers of his grace, and vet in equi-
ty most strict. Tempations and troubles are made to
work for us, an exceeding and eternal weight of glory.
And in thee, O Jesus, are «“ hid all the treasures of
wisdom and know ledge,” to he comunicated to meun.
Whatever therefore thou art to Jews or Greel:s, be to
me the ¢ wisdom of God, ard the power of God.”

60. Christ is called rovE <. Ho“ astonishing his
kindress to unworthy sinful men !.in undertaking cur
debt ! ir assuining our likeness of sinful flesh ! {ful-
hlling our bond service ! in syfering and dying in our

a 1Cer. i, 24, Prev, viii; and ir. 3 Sorg. ii. 7




80

stead ! and rising again for our justification! in as%
cending to prepare celestial muansions for us! inap-
pearing in the presen:c of God for us, as our advocate !
and in his coming the second time, without sin, nilo our
salvatio1! O his kindress in inviting, in secking and
saving that which was lost! in convincing, in enlight-
_ening, ia converting, and espousing us to himself! in
forgiving our gin, aceepting our person, and clexnsing
our naluwe! in supporting our spivit, cheering our
heart, and allowing us the most familiar fellowship, and
endless intimacy with himself ! O the love of God to.
him, and to us, in giving him to wvs, our surety, our
hushand, our portion !—0 hlessed channel of Jexo-
val’s love to us, and of our’s to him ! hlesscd author,
cause, and object of our love! and who, in thy person,.
thy nature, thy names, thy qualities, thy officc, rela-
tions, appearances, stases, words, and works, art alto-
gether-loocly ! Despised, detested, be my love, that
ismot fixcd on thee. | .

61. Christ is called the TrutH @. He is the true
God and the true, the sole Mediator between God and
mai : the truve, the only way to the Father. In his
inzarnation, suffering, resuirection, and work, how
clearly is marked the untainted faithfuluess of God in
every proinise and threatening! How plain, that he is
the truth and substance of all the promises ; of all the
ancient ceremonies! the repository, centre, matter,
chiel preacher, and Wwitness ef all inspived iruth ! the
store-house and dispensar of all #rue holiness -and hap-
piness ! If I profess to be his, let truth be in my in-
ward part ; Ict me « love the peace and the truth;”
receive imspired truth in the love of it ; and speak al-
way the truth to my ncighbour,

62. Christ is called the wo®p of Gon 5. He 1s the
cipress imoge of his Father’s person and mind. In
the council of peace be spoke for us ; undertook as our
sure:y. In the heginning he spoke all things out of

a John xiv. 6, & JohnIi. 1. Rev. xiz. 18.
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hothing, In his intercession with the Father, Le cver
speaks in our hehalf. By his word and Spirit, he
speaks to our ear, to our heart. He is the author, the
interpreter, the witness, the subject matter and scope
of God’s written word. Inspired page, if he is thy
all in all, be thou the darling of my heart.

63. Christ is called the MERrCY promised a. With-
out coniroversy, he is the greatest blessing ever prom-
ised, offered, or given by a gracieus God, to sinful
wretched men. He i< the contriver, the purchaser,
the price, the repository, the dispenser, the centre, the
substance, the glory, and end, of all the gracious hen-
efits of the new covenant. Give thanks, my soul, te
God, for ke is good ; for his mERCY endureth for ever.
Thy mercy, Lord, is in the heavens ; the earth is full
of thy mercie-.

04. Christ is called the unspeakable crer of God b.
Frecly, without constraint, without request, without
desert, without hope of any requital, nithout moncy
and nithows price, God, in the council of peace, and in
his debased cetate, gave him for us as our surety and
ransom. Now, in the gospel invitations and promises,
he giveth him as a complete, able, willing, and ready
Saviour, a glorious husband, and everlasting portion to
us, as sinners, cven the chief. Is not unspeakadble love
the sole source and mintive of the donation ? Is there
vot in him all inexpressible, all inconceivable goodness,
all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge ? 1s he not
made of God to us umspeckable fulness of wisdom,
righteousness, sanctification, and redemption? How
anspeakably precious and useful is he in his person, of-
fice, and work! From what unspeakable corruption
and misery ; and to what unsprakable holiness and fe-
licity doth he save us. How unspeakably his entrance
into our heart endcars Geod to us; maketh room for
him in our soul ; and worketh in us gladness, and joy
unspeakable, and full of giory ! And through what un.

n Luke i. 58,72, %3. b 2Cor, 1x, 15.
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speakalle, inconceivable duration, shall he abide wiili
us as our God, and onr all ! « Thauks he to God for his
unspeakable gift,”

65. Christ is called the covexant given to the peo-
ple . He is the foundation, the frawer, the finishe ,
the fulfiller, of the new covenant.  He is the surety,
the Mediator, the priest, the trustee, the testator, the
prophet, interpreter, messenger, witness, and king cf
it. . Its condition he undertook wnd performed: its
"Dlessings he purcdhased ; and is the substance and glory
thereof.  All of them were primarily promised to him,
and lodged in his hand.  According to the terms of it, -
lte bestows them uypon sinful men, who, being clothed
with his righteousness, and quickened by  his Spirit,
do, in his strength, lay hold of it, enter into the boiid
of it and perform the gratitude required by the law of
it. Blessed covenant, thou art “all my salvation, and
all my desire.”

66. Christ is called our pricz b. From etemnty
he devised the matier, the means, the” measure of our
peace with God ; with our conscience; with neigl-
pours; with angels; with animals; with creatures un-
numbered. With his blood he purchased it. His
continuance in our natnre is the unceasing pledge and
recurity of it. His advocacy before God procures aud
maintains the actual possession of it, In the blessed
gospel he prcached it to them ¢ that are far off, and
to them that are near.” Inour new birth, our par-
don, our acceptance, our adeption, sanctification, aud
endless felicity, he, by his Spirit, supplies it ; slays our
enmity ; aind constrains us to love God, who first loved
us, By his incarnation and dcath, he made of Jews
and Gentiles one new man, so making peace. Blessed
reconciler of all things, author, means, and end,- of all
true pcace in the church, militant or triumphant ;
thy peace thou hast left us; peace thou hast given us ;
not sparingly, not revocably, as the world giveth, In

a 1s, xhi, 6. and xlix. 8, & Mic, v. 5. Eph. ii. 14,
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the world we skall have tribulation; but in thec we
shall have peace.  Thy covenant of peace shall not be
breker,

67. Chrst is called the saLvaTtios of God a. Ofsur
great deliverance from sin and wo, to everlusting ho- .
liress ard happiness, his love is the source, the moving
cause ; his wisdom the deviser; his blood the price;
his person and fulness the substatee, the repesitory;
his word the publisher; his Spirit the applier ard
confirmer ; his glory the end.—Bless the Lord, O my
souly that he remewmbered us in cur low cstate. He
“hath devised means, that his banished should not he
expelled from him.”  He hath delivered my soul from
the lowest hell. The Lord Jenovar is my strength
and sonz : he also is become my salvation.

63. Christ is called the covsorariox of Isracl 3,
He isthe devicer, the procurer, the price, the dispen-
sory the niatter, and ground, the end of all our true
Joyand comfest,  ka kis undertaking, his person, his
e, his eels, past, present, aud future, how our spir-
it rejuiceth in God our Sazicur ! Tu every divine per-
con, character, word, and work, as manifested in him,
liow excecdingly we rejoize, and are glad! how com-
forted when ca<t down! In him shall I be justified,
preserved, and sanctified; and in him will I glory.
Nor principalities, nor powers, nor sin, nor trouble,
»or deztly, shall stop me of thisboasting. Rejoice, my
goul, in the Lovd; and again rejoice. Rejoice coer-
more.

69. Christ is ralled the rrstrrEcTION ¢, By his
incarnation, his death, his resurrection, and spiritnal in-
fluence, ke recovers us froma sting of a natural, and
from the power of spiriusl and eternal death. The
honour of the divine perfectiors, and broken law,
man’s primitive integrity, knowledge, righteousness,
holiress, peace, {riendship, and intimacy with God, he
recovers fronmi deth, rubbish, and ruin.  He is the lifg-

a Is. xlix, 6. & Lukeit, 25. ¢ John xi. 25.
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giving source, and author of our faith, our hope, our
repentance, love, and new obedience. It is his to re-
vive our languishing graces and comforts; to restore
the cxpiring life, beauty, and order of his church ; to
quickea the dead, and: bring them out of their graves ;.
«some to cverlasting life, and some to everlasting
shame and contempt.” He that Dbelieveth on him,
though he were dead, yet shall he live.

70. Christ is callcd the Lire a. He is the living
God, who giveth life and breath unto all things. 1In
his wisdom and love he devised; by his obedience,
suffering, and death, he purchased ; in himself he cx-
"emplifieth ; by his iuterccssion he procures ; from his
fulness he giveth ; by his word and Spirit he couveys
and maintains ; and himself and fulness are the mat-
ter, and his glory the end of—our life of justification,
holiness, comfort, and cadless felicity. 1t is his to re-
vive us again ; restore ous fainting soul; and render
uslively and active in the service of God.—Ismy life
hid with Christ in God, that when he who is my life
shall appear, I may also appear nith him in glory?
Am I crucifiedwith Christ, and yet live ; and yet not I,
bur Christ liveth in m:? s the life that I live, by faith
on the Son of God, who loved me, and gave himself for
me ? :

71. Christ is called vicHT b. Helis the excellency,
the influencer, the director, the glory of all things.
Being coeval with his cternal Father, 1t divine Sun,
how sweet, pleasant, incomaprehensible, bright, and
glorious! IHc giveth thic power of vision ; is the cause,
means, and first objcct of spiritual knowledge ; is ceen
in his own influcace, and by his own light. It is thine,
O light of life, to difluse beauty, cheerfulness, joy, and
life, among thy people. 1t is thine, by thy presence,
to chase away the shadows and darkress cf ignorauce,
corruption and wece. Without thee, every thing ap-
pears to lose its beauty and comeliness; and existence,

a 1 John v. 20, &John i.14- 9. and viu, 12,
2
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enjoyments, creation, nay, Gadhead, appear an unsight.

lv,an awf al & pectre to my soul. How free, common,
accessible, and useful, art thou! and yet only reported
of, to multitudes of ‘blind sinners, who never beheld
thy brightness! It is thine to discover things in their
true nnture : and hence how hated, how shunned by
men, whese foolish heart is darkened ; whose dceds
are cvil! It is thine, without contracting any defile-
ment, to penetrate, to shine into, defiled churches and
souls., How swift thy approaches to, and thy motions
in our heart! And as t%e lightning cometh from the
east, and shineth unto the w est 50 sha,ll thy coming, O
Son of man, be.-——Blessed author, purchaser, price,
repository, bestower, substance of all owr light, spirit-
ual and eternal ; mhen I sit in durkness, be thou a light
¥nto me ; my everlaetmg light, my God, my glory.

72. Christ is called the pay-sprixG from en high a.
He is the Most High, God over all, blessed for ever,
semer. How necessary! how chmce' how refreshful
a blessing to men! Breaking up and appearing for us
in the council of peace ; breaking forth towards us in
ancicnt promiscs and types j—in his actual incarnation;
—in his obediential life, bloody death, and glorious
resurrection visiting us in the gospel-revelatu,n ;
manifesting himself {o us in the moment of conversion,
of rcnewed discoveries of his love, of death, and at the
last day, he, after a sad, cold, and dark night of igno-
rance, corruption, troublc, or death, doth in a moest -
sovereign, certdin, free, gradual, and irrcsistible mar-
ner, ronse, refresh, quicker, and eriighten his people
or church ; and manife<t his own glevy; and introduce

a pleasant, a happy day, of love, of grice, cf power,
of salvation, of spiritual espousals, of  life, of liberty,
of everlasting felicity, rcst, admiration, and praise.——
Dawn, O pay-serixe, on my soul, on the world. Let
thy glory fill the whole earth, Amen ard amen,

73. Christ is called the sux of r:glztcousness mith
kealing in kis wings b. All things are obvious, naked,

a Lukei 78. & Mal,iv. 3,




and open to him. Ide is the only fouutuin of saving
light and knowledge. I'rom him do angels, miuisters,
and saints, derive their whole insight into the mystery
of our salvation. How wonderful! how unhounded!
how high ! how sovereign! how comiely ! how giori-
ous! how pure, undefiled, and undefileable! how
pleasant ! how useful is this our blessed Sun! How
cheerfully ! how freely ! how regularly ! how constant.
ly ! how unweariedly! how powerfully! how exten-
sively! he communicateth his onvincing, his enlight-
ening, his heart-penetrating, warming, and melting ;
his seul quickening, healing, refreshing, directing, and
fructifying ; his sin-withering, and consuming influ-
ence ! How truly is he the restful centre of all things,
chiefly of you redeemed, and of all your corcerns !
How fast fixed in his sphere! No principality nor
ower, nor sin, nor frouble, nor death, shall ever pluck
iim from his station, in the new covenant,—in the
third heaven,—in the church,—or in my heart; nos
ever arrest his course. Not ten thousand lamps of or-
dinances, ministers, or graces ; not ten thousand moons
of creation, hut his conntenance alone, can give day to
wy soul. It is thine, O blessed Sun, to bring life and
immortality to light; to guide our feet in the way of
peace. Oh, how sweet to walk in thy light, and work
out our salvation with fear and trembling ! It is thine,
to warm my cold affections, to melt my frozen heart,
to enkindle my soul mto an unquenchable flame of
love. It is thine to dispcl my clouds of ignorance,
guilt, desertion, temptation; and to chase these shad-
ows as far as east is distant from the west. It is thiveto,
gild my clouds of trouble, and make my darkness, my
death, my grave, to smile. It is thinc to cheer my
heart, call forth my flowers of grace, make them cast
out their roots, and spread their swmell as Lebanon.
None, O Jesus, remain in darkness, but those who shut
their eyes to thy illumination. Ye souns of sloth, you
offspring of darkness, awake from your slcep; arisa
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that Chrisi may give veu light. It is high time for
you to awale ; the day of your life is far spent ; now is
your damnatlcn if miercy prevent not, nearer than
when you were conceived.  IHow diﬁ‘ercnt, Lord, the
tendency of thy solar, thy gospel-light! how it opc-
ratics according to the nature of those on whom it
shines! Some arc instructed, melted, fructified, and
ripened in grace ; others are blinded, offended, hard-
cned, scorched, and fitted for endless fire. Blessed
Sun, hew diversified is thy appearance! thy perceiv-
cd influence! Now, the clear shine cf thy incompre-
hensible brightness, makes all my heart to leap, and
all my lot to smile, with joy and gladness. Viewed,
in the firm faith that thou art mme, the desart of ad-
versity, the valley of the shadow of death, blossoms as
the rose; the excellency of Carmel and Sharon is giv-
en to it 3 I accourt myself, above all, loaded with lov-
ing hndne»,,and tender mercies, Dazzled with thy
gior;, that excelleth, my eyes lose sight of created
conely scenes; I tread the moon of this world under
my feet: I count all but loss, hut dung, for the excel-
lency of Christ Jesus my Lord: all my powers cry
out, “ O Lord, who is like unto thce? Whom have 1
in heaven but thee? and there is none on carth that
I dezire besides thee.” Axox, how beclouded with
black desertion, towcring guilt, slavish fear, and rag-
ing corruption! How eclipsed by our carthly moon!
Her cares, her comforts, come hetween tlice and my
heart! AL, how they hide thy face, shear tLy rays,
and blot out the day fiom my soul! How ofte:n is my
sun put down at noon! Now, blessed Lord, thy ncar
approach, thy high clewhon, create the summer of
my soul: I bask, I melt, below thy warming ravs;
and am love-cu‘kened mth thy genial heat.  Axon,
thou dost withdraw, and standest aﬁu' from me ; sure
cause of inward wintry woe! What then succceds? A
withered, fruitless, miry lifc ; a faint, a frozen, care-
less heart! Have I forgot the shockmrr period, when
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the sun himsclf was darkened; the cause of summnier
was bewintered ! Bright Sun! brightness of the IFa-
ther’s glory ! how wast thou turned into blackness,
and into blood! how fall fram heaven! lie groaning
on the ground! hang fixed to a cross! descend to the
sides of the pit! darkness thy curtain, and thy bed the
grave ! The astonished earth on trembling fell ! cre-
ated sun was shocked to see thy shame! How I saw !
ten thousands saw thee sct in darkness, and in purple
gore! Vile, rocky, shameless heart, didst thou sce and
sit unmoved at the sight! Cursed be my sins, my lusts,
the guilty cause. But happy morn! by faith I saw
‘him burst the bonds of death; I saw Lim rise j—rise
with ten thousand charms ;—my finished ransom; my
eniless light ; my God ; my glory ; and my ALrn 1IN
arrL! I saw hinl rise with thousands of once fallen, but,
- noyw rising stars. 1 felt the raising power, and straight
w:th him did mount, to plant the new-framed heavens
of grace. How, blessed Jesus, by rising in the ancient
promise, didst thou dispel the midnight ignoerance, and
utter hopelessness of men! By rising in thy birth, thy
death, thy resurrection, and ascension, how didst thou
dispel the darkness, and chase away the shadows of
Hebrew ceremonies! By arising in gospel ordinances,
.how didst thou abholish the winter of Ilcathenism, er-
ror, and delusion ! By rising in thy spiritual influence,
how thou turaest our darkness into light ; makest our
darkened souls become light in the Lord! By rising
to judgment, how thou wilt totally, finaily, dispel
the darkness of ignorance and error! banish the cold
of sin, trouble, temptation, or death! chase far off ev-
ery shadow of imperfection, of vain imagination! ex-
tinguish every candle, of minister, ordinance, or scrip-
ture! and usher in the eternal noon of perfect vision,
and unciouded glory ! Jiternal Sun, whose morning
measures all our temporary periods of duration, how
gracually hast thou risen allalong ; and gradually thon
flrest in my soul ! O when wilt thou attain thy blessed
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meridizn, that in my flesh I maveee God; <ce himg
ke is, and know him even 2s 1 am known! Art pet
thou the Sun of rightesusnrss ? Thine it is to bring in
an ecerlasting righteousness. It is thine to declare
and prearh the righteousness of &od. It is thine, by
the imputation of thy life, thy death, and by the in
fluence of thy grace, to render all thy people rizk
eous. O the healing in thy mings ! If 1 but see thy
ccuntenance; if I but feel thy rays; Iam made whde
of whatsocver disease I had.

74. Christ is called the »oRNING sTAR 0. In great
ne<¢, and corstancy, how far his height, bis glory, b
beuign influence, transcend thoec of angels and minis
ters! Who, O Jesue, among gods, or stars, is like uslg
thee? O great ornament in the firmament of the cre
ation and church, it is thine to guide thy chosen in this
world ; chiefly in the winter of their affliction. It#
thine to be the sure pledge of an approaching, an e
erlasting glory. Thou art the firet and the last; the
Alphaand Omega of all our salvation, and ali our de
sire : the author and the finisher of our knowledge,
our faith, our hope, our repentance, love, acd new ¢
bedience ; our evening and our morning comforte
and guide. Nothing can pluck thee from thy ofbee
and station. Nothing can arrest thy course, or retard
thy coming to suffer or save. To the adulterous amd |
thievish sons of obscurity, how unwelcome and terrible
is thy brightness! But how desired of those who hate
the unfruitful norks of darkness ! Thy coming in the
flesh ushered in the day of the gospel-period. Thy
spiritual coming ushers in the day of cflectual salve
tion. Thy coming in the clouds shall introduce a day
of usiversal account, and of endless glory.—1Is this day
star, O my soul, risen in thie heart ?

75. Christ is compared to raiy and vew b. J¥
itovay alone is his Father. He is at once the Lond
from heaven : and ,the virgin’s son, the fruit of the

r Rev. it. 28, & Psal, lxxii. Hos. () 8
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earth. From the vast ocean of redeeming love, his of-
fices, his relations, his promises, and influences, pro-
reed ; aud to the glory thereof they return and re-
dound O how sovereign! how seasonable ! how grad-
ual! how comely ! how numerous and necessary ! how
refreshful! how reviving, and nourishing, and fructi-
fying, the applications of them to our heart.

(6. Christ is a rounTAIN Oor WELL a. In the coun-
cil of pence, and in his incarnation and death, he was
~digged by his Father. In his person, his office, his
1clat10ns, 'his Mighteousness and grace, what a marvel-
lous, a deep, an abundant, a never-failing source of all
necessary, free, plentxful, pure, pleasant, refreshful,
heart-cooling, comforting, cleansing, quickening, a.ud
fructifying influence to men! and which are especial-
ly conveyed to them, while they are abased in his
sight! Thrice-blessed, that, by purifying millions of
| pollmed souls, he himself czn. never contract defile-
ment! He is a fountain of gardens. for the use of his
churches: in these, in his worshipping assemblies,
¢nd in the hegrts of his people, his influence hreaks
forth, and is eflectval. He is a fountain of living wa-
ters.  'The ever-fresh influence of his word, his blood,
his Spirit, begets life in dead sinners, maintains it in
raints, restores it when languishing, and perfe-ts it in-
lo life eternal. He is a fountain opened. Ile is pub-

licly and f{reely exhibited to every sinner in the gos-
pel : and how constant ‘is our access to apply his word,
his bloed, his Spirit, for our pur ification! So, Jecus, |
sprinkle thou many nations.” Except thou wash me,
[ can have no part in thee.

(7. Christ is compared 'to RIVERS of water in a dry
“lace . To you, sons of men, who live in the dry
the barren, the blasted, w,lthered wilderness of this
world ; to you who are in the barran, sapless state of
v‘aturc {o you who are in a scorched, withered. and
~lileless condltlon there is in him, an open, fiec, com-

a Song iv, 15. Zech, xiii. 1. & Is, xxxii. 2.
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inon, a perpetual, pure, fresh, ever-running, and abux.
dant fulness of eleansing, *comforting, st"cnothemng,
of {ructifying, adorning, enriching, pv'otet‘tmw powet,
grace, lova, wzcdom rw;hteomnef‘c, sanctification, and
redempting. [ heice-blessed River, whose stveams
vinke vlad the city, the church of Gnd Here drink,
here hathe, ny soul 5 drink, yea, drink and wash 'xbﬁn-
dantiy, O heloved.

78, Christ is called sTrEAMS from Febanona. Froin
the bowels of Godhead, his mediator:al office and fuk
ness proceed,  From the high monntain of his divine
person, his influences stream.  How various {heir forms
and cffects! How vow erfilly they bear down, cop-
quer, and remove every insvediment; of sin, unworthi:
- ness, or guilt ! How {rce ! ‘v*vwoo'mv ! bow pleasant!
how -refreshful, nourlshin:, and constant ! Ho cve?
orfe that. thirsteth, come yve to'the waters; whosoev-
erWill, let him txke of the water of life frecly : con’i'é
to him, and drink. Never, ve chief of sinners, shll
you be able to exhauist and draw up this overflowi mﬁ
Jordan into your mouth. Ye l~prous Syriang, was
here ; wath seven times, and bhe clern. Will men
leave "this smow of Lebanon, that cometh from the Rock

of ages, the rock of the field, the free, the common,
the ‘obvious Saviour ? Sha't the cold ﬁomno naters,
that come fromthe heave-ly place, be forsalmz 7

79. Christ is compared to a TrREE §. How dCey-
rooted  in self-existence, ahcolute indcpendency, and
immutability, is his divine serson ! How stro g ! lLoW
durable, exalted, and glerirus! How firmly ro “ted if
the everlastmg, and infinite love, ir the uwhaweﬂffé
perfections and purposcs of God, :ue the convtxmtioﬁ
of his person as God-man, ang his mediat wy offi~c ! ig
his humble birth, how, in-hi¢ marhood, he gren up
a-root out of a dry n'rour'd' In his "ife, afﬂw’ed ‘m‘
sorrowful ; how le '*-rew up! how he ineroascd i
arace, and in f.wom' with God and with men ! In his

a Song iv, 15, & Ezek. xvii, 22, 23, 24.
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safferings, how the axe of his Father’s wrath was laid
{¢ the root of the tree ! In his death, how he was cut
down ! 'Three days and three nights, he lay prostrate
inhis grave. In his resurrection, and in his ascension,
how he grew up to astonishing height, transcending
both angels and men ! Now he is planted, he grows ou
the high mountain and eminent of his Father’s right
hand ; on the lofty ordinances of the gospel-church. In
him there is abundant sap—-a never-failing fulness of
grace and glory. Among the branches, and under the
shadow of his excellencies, oftices, and relations, do the
rensomed birds of paradise fix themselves, and sing
forth his praise. May I sit there triumphant, and
shout the Redeemer.

80. Christ 18 called the TrREE OF 1LIFE 0. He pre-
pared, lic purchased, he offers, e bestows, he restores,
maintains, and perdects our life, spiritual and eternal.
He is the food on which we now live by faith : the cer-
tain pledge that we shall live for ever ; because he liv-
eth we shall live also : and when #r who is our life shall
appear, we “ shall alse appear with him in glory. He
grows in the street, and on cither side of the river:”
In every gospel ordinance, he is exhibited : to meu in
general, wicked, of gracicus, Jews, or Gentiles, he-is
offered : every where in his church militant or trium-
phant is he present, and is the life, the open refresii-
ment, the substance, the support, and glory thercof.
And by the influence of his blessed Spirit, that river
¢of life, is he apprehended and enjoyed. He ¢ bears
twelve manner «f fruits every month :’ by him a» an-
gry God is appeased and reconciled : . justice is satisf.-
ed ; the broken law is magnified ! an everlasting right-
eousness is brought in; the covenant of grace, cop-
firmed ? ‘Satan conquerced ; our sin pardoned acd sub-
dued ; our persons accepted ; our hopes of glovy re-
<overed ; our victory over sin, Satan, death, and ai
cvil world, secured ; ministerial gifts bestowed ; the

a Rev. xxii. 2.
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sospel pulilished 5 the Tloly Ghost sent to anctify,
preserve, dirert, and comfort u= 5 the mansions of heav-
cn prepared for us ; freedom from a broken covenant,
a ceremonial law, and satanical temptations ; holdness
towards (zod ; familiar intimacy with him ; a full and
ready auswer to every charge, that can be laid against
us, hefore him; the favourable acceptance of our good
works ; the constant hearing and seasonable granting
. of our requesis; a believing assurance of all new-cov-
enant blessings, are infallibly secured. All are ever
ripe and ready, for the enjoyment of his people in ev-
cry case, delightful or grievous. His “ leaves for the
healing of the nations,” are his word, his ordinances,
and spiritual influences, which communicate spiritual
healing to the nations of them that are saved, in eve-
ry age, place, and condition.

81. Christ is compared toan APPLE-TREE a. Ib use-
fulness, for honourirg his Father, and saving his peo-
ple ; incomeliness and beauty, he infinitely transcend-
eth angels and men: he is the darling, the chief, care
of Heaven. His honour is easily injured ; he is readi-
ly touched with the injuries, done to his children.
¥or us, he bears the wholesome, the sweet, the savou-
ry, the cooling, the refreshing, the healing, the love-
exciting, apples of everlasting righteousness, ef pardon,
acceptance, regeneration, adoption, sanctification, of
spiritual, peace, comfort, and endless happiness. How
savoury ! how medicinal, are the very leaves and blos-
soms of his word and ordinances, to those who la-
bour under the sense of their spiritual enmity, igno-
rance, pride, hypocrisy, malice, envy, unbelief, legal-
ity, earthly mindedness, of heart wandring, deadness,
or other inward plagues! If by faith we touch the hem
of his garment, we shall be made whole. But if the
POMECITRON TREE be here meant, Christ is compared
to it, for his greatness and cxcellency. In the produc-

a Song i, 3.
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tion, how bhitter tasted to him were his fruits, whici
are so fragrant to us! and amidst wlhat hitter trihula-
tions we now expericnce their declightful sweetness !
Ilow constantly ripe ! how eflectual a remedy against,
the poison of sin! How they strengthen, and perfumic
our spiritual breath !~Sit, O my soul, under his shad-
ow with great delight,and let his fruit be sweet to thy
taste.

82. Christ is compared toa cEpsr-TREE 0. How infi-
nite the dopth, the firmness of his voot ; his Goudhicad ;
and even the establishment of his Mediatorial person
and oftice ! How high! how excellent | how strong, firsv,
and incorruptible ! how ever flourishing and comely !
In his incarnation, he grew as a root out of dry ground.
In his humiliation, how exposed to storms and suffer-
ing! How complete! how extensive and refreshing
the shadow of his protection and righteousness ! How
abundant his fulness of sap !—of grace und virtue!
How manifold his use in erecting the temple! the
church ! the new covenant huilding of mercy! and the
frame of grace in our hcart! How sweet! how fra-
grant to our soul, his person, his office, his relations,
his names, his ordinauces, righteousress, and grace !—
Is he to me as “ Lebanon, excellent as the cedars !

83. Christ is compured to a rix-TREE . In his de-
basement, he sprang up in a barren ground, from a de-
generate nation, and from a debased family ; and an
impoverished virgin ; and grew up in the cold, the bar-
ren soil of a blasted world, a low, an afflicted lifec.
-How infinite his excellency and comeliness ! How un-
tainted his iniegrity and uprightness ! Being exalted
to the right"hand of the Majesty on high, how he
bhends downward his boughs of promises and influences,
that he way dwell with, and beapprehended and held
~fast by the debased transgressor, the Lumbie roul!
how perpetually verdant ; « the same yesterday, to-
- day, and, forever !’ How unfading his glery ! How fre«

¢ Song v. 15. Kzek, xvit, 23, & Hos. v, &,
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som every lnot of corruption ! How unhounded lss
s1p. his fulness of grace and of glory ! 1n hin it pleas-
cd the Father that all fulness should dwell.  How comn-
pletely he protects hischosen from the heat, the storm
«falmighty vengeance, and of the temptations of Sa-
tari ! How he cxposed his head, his hcart, for our
sate ! How sweet ! how open! how abundant the ac-
cess obunclean storks of polluted sinners to euter in,
and abide under, the shadow of his branches ;—\y
seul, make him tk ¥ house, thy safe, thine endless hap-
iation,

S4. Christ js compared to.an oLIVE-TREE, or two.
oLIvE BRANCHES a.  How infinite is the. fulness of
srere, which resides in his-complex person. And how
pifinite is his rcadiness to.communicate it to his people.
And what a sure emblem of perfect peace: between
(vod and my soul!— k.I hear of him in the. gospel, it
is-the voice of the Lord, saying, « Peace, peace to him.
that is afar-ofl and to him that is near.” IfI believe.
it I 4ot him in my heart, God keeps me in perfect
peace @ his covenant of peace shall not be broken.

8. Christ is compared toa CLUSTER OF COPHER, i
the *mm,arda} of fingeedi . I copyter mean the cyp-
rus vine ; Christ resembles it in his abundant, his nouy-
ishing, his strengthing, and. comforting virtue. Ifit
mean the cupressstree 3 Christ resembles it in his
sweetness, his purity, Lis healing, and anointing vir-
tuc; his ever appearmg as our dying, our crucified
Redecmer. I it signiiv the cypirus, or sword-grass ;
Christ resembles it ii-his fruitfulness; his savouriness,,
his marvellous virtue to strengthen our soul, and to
heal the hites, the stings, the wouuds made.by-the old
serpent. If it mean datcs, the fruit of the.palm-tree ;
Christ resembles them in his wide-spread renown, his
infinite sweetness, and rourishing virtue. If it derote
balsum ; Christ resembles it in. his preciousness, 1:is ac-
ceptableness, his sweetness and. fragrancy, his: presery-

a Zech. iv. 11—=14 4, Song i 140
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ng, his all-healing, ard nourickirg virtue. If it be
rmnphre ; Christ resembles it in hxs zood savour, his
healing, his reviving, ard exhxluaumq virtue. Helis
comparcd to a cLrsTER: for, O the fulness, the sweet,
the firin, the mysterious conuection of his unnumber—
ed excellencies, graces, blessings, promises !

86. Christ calls himscIf the TrvE vixe a. In his
humanity, how tender, weak, debased ! exposed to
coutcmipt and suffering! how spoiled by foxes, by 3a-
tan, by Jewish seducers ! by Gentite perse:'utcm l—.
but how houorable in his person, his character, ard of-
fic! how casily ; how much ivjured ! how sensible,
and olsccrvant of it ! how quick ly he grew wp m favor
with God, and with men ! how early was he about
his I'athet’s business ! how he ahcuads with quicken-
ing, with hcart-warming, and enlightening virtue '—
What sweet, what profitable, refre: hmg, and medicin-
al grapes of rwhteousness, of peace, of pardon, accept-
ance ; of spmt ual sonship, sanctification, perseverance,

comfort and eternal glory, he brings forth! what ex-’

tensive and refreshful shadow of protesiing perfeciions,

oftices, promiscs, and providence, he affords to bis Leo-
ple ! Blosscd Yine, why, after thy fruitfulness, wast
thoucat down } why barnt in the fire of thy I “ather’s
wrath ! et fer thinc, but for cur barrenncss, our un-
profitablencss.  Why wast thou trodden in the wine-

press of his indigiation ! why was thy soul troubled,

fueezed, and p ressed out of measure ! Was it, that 1
might for it forcver drink new nine with thee inthe fu-
ther's kingdom ! Arize, ye sinmers, ye compaitiois of
farrew 5 lake this cup of salvation, a:'d eall on the
name of the Lord. With pl(acu:o. it every one un-
der the shadow of Yesus, his gna vin-, lm G Jig-irie.
87. Christ is compared to « roor b, leis mc lu
den, the invisible Godt : on earth Lis glorv was veiled :

10w we gec him not, but frlievin g we rejoire,  How
- inLaitely safe, irm a'xd uncheay O‘b ¢! how full of 2up,

a Jechnxv. 1. b Is L. 1. Rev. @i, 16.

b <



20T

of communicative virtue! how he eupports! how
myvsteriously he. conveys existence, life, and nourishing

- virtue to his peoplc ! In the winter of spiritual indif-
“terence, deadness, darkness, Jdesertion, and in the storms
of persecution, temptation, and troubie, how eflectuelly
he preserveth thein from total withering !, Against hin,
i his person, office, righteousness, and grace, do our
cuenies with their axe.of opposition principally strike.
—Blessed Koot ¢f David, and of every other creature,
especially of thesec of the household of faith, neither
storm, nor drought, nor axe, nor age, can despoil thee*
of thy vigour, thy freshness. When the earthand the
works thereof are burnt up, thou shaltappear in all the
hudding glories of the spring, and-because thou livest,
1 shall live also. :

~ 88.. Christ is called the saAncr or crowTH 0. Dt
his humanity he springsout of the root of Jesse. His
humanity hath no root of itself, but subsists in his di
vine person. How comely, verdant, and fruitful is he
as man and Mediator. With honeur to God,and hap
pivess to men ! He is a ToP BRANCH, sprung of David!
voval family ; and in himself most excellent and hor
orable, higher than kings of any land, He is the brand
of the Lord, raised up by, cared for, and fruitfulte
the glory of, God. He isa branch of righteousnets;
for the display of his righteousness, God sent him inl
the world, raised him up, and made him bring forth,s
cverlasting righteousness, for cur justification ; and by
his influcoce are all his children made righteous in
works.

89. Christ is called the PrLAXT oF RENOWN. raised §
by God-b. 1o hisancient purpese, in his incarnation a
“<leeth, God planted him : in his resurrection and ascet
sion, he raised him wp, and gave him glory : In}
preaching of the gospel, in the estcem and affec
of his pcople, he continueth to exalt him : ut the
Iay he will raice him up to judge the world, and

a Is xi 1. Zech i 8 & Ezek ¥xxiv. 29,
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by display his astonishing height and grandeur. In
his pedigree, his person, his natures, names, his quali-
ties, offices, relations, and work, }'ow mﬁmtely famous !
for antiquity ; for deep humﬂmtmn for excellent
beauty ; for never fading verdure; for nom'xshmw and
0 ed1cmal virtue ; for refreshful savour and shadow
for astonishing fruitfulness in every necessry, every
useful benefit ; how widely is herenawned !' O publish
his name ; declare his doings. among the people : ascribe
ye grentness te our Christ ; let every one toanother,
«the fathersunto the children, declare his truth.” My
Soul, what think I of Christ, whom propbets apostles,
and divine persons, 80 much extol?

00. ‘Christ is called the rosE or Snuox, or field a.
In his bu'th, he grew oyt of David’s withered root ; he
grew up in the feld of this world,and was therein ex-
posed to contempt, trouble, and death. In the field of
his word and ordinances, he is tc be found as the free,.

.the common Saviour of men. In his person Ged-man,
how beautiful and. glorious,—the honour of creation !
His character, oﬂicea, his relations righteousness, and
grace, how savoury and refreshful ! how effectually, if
applied, they cure our heart-burning enmity and mal-
ice ! our spiritual blindness, despondency, and eonsump--
tion in sin !

. 91. Christ iscalled the L1LY oF.xHE vALLEY d. Once
he was planted in a debased state, inthe low valley of
our world. To the most wretched sinners he is offer-
ed ; and in the humble heart he takes up his abode..
How infinitely savoury, pure camely, and fruitful !
How high ; yet how meek, lowly, and condescending !
What an effectual remedy are his influences, against
our spiritual pride, faintness, blindness, hardness of
heart, or any like plague ! None of the: diseases of
Egypt, O Saviour, shall ceme upon me ; for thou art
the Lord my God, that healeth me.. Under my fool-
ish, my sinful attempts every allment is hopeless s but

& Sopg ii. 1, & Songii 1.
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thouhast porer ceer «ll fla. ques ; vwhen thou rilt, thay
canst male ine nhole,

92. Chrict is compared to a BUNDLE OF MvRRi! .
How unhourded and unscarchable ! -how well connert.
ed, and inamissible, his fulness ol righteonsnecs and
grace ! how it endears himm to his Father, and to his
[eople ! how it pleaceth, refreshethk, beawtifieth, per-
fumes, purifies—prevenis corrtiption, heals - ad anoints
their soul! Bitter indced, O Redeemier, were thy
mﬁbrings to thee ! bitter-is our croass, which attends
thy coming to our soul ! but, thyself, how precious an
offcring to God, and hoiw precious a gift of God to

‘men '--0 till the i ht of trouble, of tim3he finished,
lic betwecn my breasw dwell nar my bheart : lcdgc
amidet the embraces of my faith and love |
93. €hrist compares himself to a cory or wircar,
cast into the ground, that it might dieand brirg forth
much frnfit 5.  In himself how pure, precious, and sub-
stantial ! how sweet and durable !—In hisincarnation
“he felt into the carth ; in his suffering and exit he di-
ed ; but rose cgain, and grew up to aimzing heights
of exaltation. Innumerablc glorics he hmught forth,
to himself and to his Father: innumcrable ulcscmgs
he brought forth, for the wholerome no Lisinr eat of
aur soul innumc. able saints he brings forth and ren-
de.s the blessing and substance of the nations.—T'ced,

iy soul, on this finest of the wheat. Lect my uscful
life bear w itness, that for me Jesusdied, and rose again,
acrording to the scriptures.

94. Christ is called the rirsT-PRUITS ¢ Tirst in or-

der of nature, and as the pledge of our reswrection, ke
rote from the degd. How transcendent and incompa-

rable is his cxcclency ! How solemnly was he himself,
and by him, arce his saiuts, ceuscorated to the service
of God. On that day the first-fruits of barley were
offcred, he rore frota the grave. On that, upon which
the first-friits of wheat were ofiered, . he returned to
Lless the nations in the pewer of his Spirit..

« Yong i 15, & Jowa il % ¢ 1Cor. V.
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5. Christ is compared toa GREAT Rock 6. How
infinitely high ! how firm ! unchangeable! and invin-
eible ! What a boundless mine of precious ;. of more
than golden blessings ! What a source of living, of iife-
giving waters ! What a furnished herbary of medicir-~
al simples for the healing of the nations ! What a sure
foundation of our hope ! our endless felicity ! What a
safe, a lofty, a curious residence! where no enemy can
annoy us ! wherc we arc sheltered, protected, and re-.
freshed, with divine perfections and providences *
where we enjov the most clear, extensive, and pleasant
prospect of the whole fulness and ways of God ! Bles-
sed Rack higher than I ; more excellent than moyntains
of prey ; sufficient to overshadow me ! LofYy munition
of rocks, cause my soul to mount up, and reside intheé;
so shall I see the King in his heauty, and the land that
is very far off : bread shall be given me, ard my wa-
ter shali be sure. O Rock of ages, while I am in this
weary world, this weary estrangement from my Gogd,
be thou my rest and vy refresking. Smitten by thy
Father’s wrath, pour me forth sireams of oil, of bc ey,
and butter. Never cnvy, O my soul, the portion of
the wicked : their rock is not as my rock, mine enemies
themselves being judges. Lo

96. Christ is compared, perhaps, 1o mount Csrarer 6.
As God, how infinitely hi,g%e! As Mediator, how exalt-
¢d! In him, on the one hand, how wide our prospect.
of creation and time ! on the other, of the sealike per-
fe-tions of God ! of wnbounded eterrity ? How fertile
he, of grace and of truth ! How productive of glory to
(vod, and bleseings ta men! Planted in him, how we
ahound in the fruits of rightcousness, to the praise cf
1ac glory of his virtue and grace! But if the word
signify crimsox, Christ resembles it, in bearing our
ting, in suflering their punishizent ; and in receiving
his reyaland glorious reward. Suppose, my soul, thou
thould:t resist unto Elged, siriving agairst sin, let thy

&3¢ Taxii 3 Mat xi 18 Mac wil D425 b Seng il ¢




111

conversation be in heaven, whenee I look for the Sa.
viour : let the fruits of the Spirit in all goodness be in
me and abound ; so shall 1 never fail.
. 97. Christ is compared to rLEBANoN, that -goodly
mountain on the north of Canaan a. How infiniteiy
higher than angels and men ! How far ascended ahove
dll heavens ! How great | how unfading his comeliness
and excellency ! how pleasant to behold ! How fr.
grant and precious His product ! his vofailing froits of
righteousness and grace ! What snnumbered cedas
of saints grow up in him ! What cleansing and refrest-
ful streamms of mercy flow from his howels! How fully
he protects our promised land, our new-covenant state,
from the nortkern blasts of deveuri ing wrath ! And hap
py ! "happy ! in him are .o dens of hons, no lodging of
leopards.—Be thou my lcqxdenoe, my dwelling place in
| allgenerattons

98. Christ is compared to 2 LITTLE STONE, cul out of
the mountain nithout hands, which brake in pieces Dan-
iel’s fourth bheast,and became 2 great mountain, which
filled the mhole carth b. In his debueemem How low
~was his condition ! How iz he despised dnd re]ected of
men ! How much unknown to, and disesteemed by the
saints ! How sovereignly sent of Ged to save us ! How
conceived and 'born ifto, human natare by a virgin,
who knew not a man! To mike way for his splrxtual
kingdom, he overthrew the Heatlenish empire of
Rome, and subdued th¢ nations to himself. - A time
cometh, when the knowledge' of hiin shall cover the
whole eaath, as the w‘aters -cover the sea ; when the
kingdoms of this world shall become the kmgdoms of
our Lord, and of his Christ ; and he shall reign for
ever and ever. O blessed Mounﬁam fill my country,

my house, my heart !

99. Christ is called a sToxe, living, chesen, preciots
and tricd e, How firm, strong, immutable, and last
ing ! Ile hath all life in himself, ard quickeneth whom

« Song v. 15 6.DAn 1. 34,35 cloa xxviii 16, 1 Pet. it 8




112

he mill 2 How intinitely veluable, and dear to God,
angels, and gaints ! the desire of all nations ! the gold
that porisheth not ! the inestimable jewel, that ma-
kteth muliitudes boast themselves, because they are
hecome exceeding rich ! JERovau chose him to be our
Mediator, and tried him in the fire of his indighation.
The saints choose him for their husband, their arr;
and try him, by dependence on him, in their convic-
tion, their temptations, and fiery troubles. |
100. Christ is called oNE sTONE, upon which are scven
eyes a. How infinitely firm and durable! How dis-
tinguished and unmatched ! the chief among ten thou-
sand ! Of what perfect, what divine knowledge is he
possessed ! Xt is his to know and direct " all things ; to
observe, to pity, and regard his chogen in every state
and case. On him how fixed are his Father’r cyes!
With what pleasure he views his person ! his underta-
king ! his incarnation ! his life! his death ! his resar-
rection, and ascension ! his intercession for us! How
fixed on !iimare the eyes of the blessed Spirit, to take
of his, and shew it unto us! How fixed on him, the
eyes of angels, to admire, depend and wait on, wor-
ship and serve him ! How fixed on him were the eycs
of ancient helievers, looking, and longing for his com-
ing into the likeness of sinful flesh ! They saw his day
afar off, and rejoiced to see it. How fixed on him are
the eyes of all saints, looking to him for pardon, for
righteousness and salvation ; and longing for his second
appearance ! When he cometh with clouds, how fixed
en him shall be the eyes of every rational creature !
Every eye shall se¢c him ! and all the wicked kindreds
of the carth shall wail because of him. With what
bhurning love, ravishing wonder, and enrapturing praise,
¢hall holy angels, and ransomed men, forever gaze on
his person,and see him as e is ! Look to him, my soul,
that thou mayest be lightened, Let my waiting eves

a' ZeChﬂ iii’ 9.
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he set on him. Beholding as in a glass, the glory o
the Lord ; be thou changed into the same image from
glory to glory, even as bv the Spirit of the Lord. He
is the stone, of which God engraveth the gramng. Up-
on the palms of his hands, are divinely engraven the
names of all his chosen; ‘thei salvation is put under
his care and mamfrement They are graven on his
heart. He was dlvmely constituted their kind repre-
centative and surety, and appointed to appear in the
presence of God for us. In respect of manifestation,
how decp engraven, on his person and office, are the
perfections of God ! How gloriously engraven on his
humanity, the adorning graces 'of the Holy Ghost ! 1n
his debasement, how was he marked with wounds and
hraises ! how divinely made perfect throngh suffers
ing ! In his cxaltation, how divinely is he marLeJ "
with glory and honour !

101, Cirist is called a stone of stumblmg, and rock
of offence . Provoked at his humble birth, his deba
sed life, his ignominieus death, and sorry retinue of dis
ciples ; at the holiness of his law, the scarching and
evangehc nature of his doctrine ; at the simplicity of
his ordinances, the meanness and misconduct of his fol-
lowers ;—the Jews, and many others, to their spiritual
hurt, to their everlasting ruin, refuse to embrace and
obey him. Blessed, O Jesus, is he, whosococr is not of-
Sfended in thee.

102. Christ is compared to a war b. By his Fa
ther’s royal appointmeiit, he came into thxs world,
He removed every impediment of our access to God,
and left us an example to walk in kis steps.  Through
his mediation, his atonement, and mo cession, we must
o out to our warfare with Satan, wiih the norld and
our lusts ; must go forth to trade with heaven in the
Iree receipt of all the fulness of God; and to mwalk in
holiness towards the celestial bliss. 1n the gospol, his

& 1DPet,ii. 8, 4. John xiv. 6. Is, xxyv. 8.
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person and oilice are exhibited, as the sole means of
Jruovai’skind visits to us, and of our passage from
Gatan to God ; and from sin and misery to grace and
slory. I 1urs, all who hear the gospel, are fully war-
ranted to enter and walk ; and by him they are gra-
ciously received, treely supported, perpetually direct-
ed, and finally ushered into endless felicity. O new and
living nay of holiness, in which nen shall not remain
unclean, though it be for Tiose ! O sure, safe, easy,
plain, pleasant, heavenly path ! O costly, frce, divive,
way ! may foolish 1 walk inthee, without erring!
United to thy person ! justified by thy blood 3 influen-
ceid by thy love ; enabled by thy strength; subject to
tiine awhority 5 acting as under thine eye ; alway in-
tending thine honour ; let me follow thee, and g0 up
and denn 10 thy name, and nalk humbly with my God,

103. Christ is compared to a caTe and voor a. By
the wisdlom, thie power, and authority of God, he is con-
stiiuted the proper means of our admission tothe
church, and the offizes thereof : the only means of our
acress into a gracious state, or into the knowledge, favor,
and presence of God : the sole means of our defeince from
the storm of divitic wrath, or the violence of cur spiritu-
al foes. Thro’ l.im alone, JEnovau hestows his gracious.
alms of a {ull saivation, onthose destitute sinicrs, who-
apply for the rame : undin him alone, our prayers and
services arc necepted. Now, in the promiser, the invi-
~ tations, and offz:s of the gospel, he is wide opened to
men ; kim that comeih to hicy, he nill in no nise cast
oui. At death, this exhibiiion wil! be shut to us;g
and at the judgucal, to all his despisers: and forever
shall those, who aie fornd without him, be confirwred
in their miserable erfate. Heis represented as sev-
eral, as inelve gates, three tooking towards every quar.
ter of the earth: he is preached to sinnevs in aly ihe
endsof thecarth; and O thicir tice, their abutdant access
to Crod by him! Ile isrepresented asgabes of pearl : for,

a John x. 9, ’
T.
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!
O his unbounded preciousness and excellency, in hig
person and mediation ! Avd blessed be the Lord, he
is open night and day ; in every case, a ready ncans of
access to God.  They that come to him, shall, in spir.
itual liberty, 2o #n and out,and find pasture ; but shall
no more go out-from their gracious state. By this gate
of God, lct me cnter in, and bless the Lord.

104. Christ is compared {o an maniTaTioN, and dwel.
ling place a. Iow furnished with every necessary ac.
commodation, all spiritual provision ! His righteousness
and streagth are the covering : his love the bed tore-
fresh, and the fire to warmand melt our heart : his
flesh and hlood, his person, rightcousness, and purcha
sed hencfits, are the nourishing provision : he, his Fa-
ther, and blessed Spirit, the delightful companions.
‘With transcendant pleasurc and gladness, his people
abide in their state of union and communion with him,
With familiar bolduess, they receive and improve the
rightcousiess, peace, pardon, acceptance, adoption,
wisdom, sanctifi-ation, and redemption, wkich are lodg-
cd in him.—Where, my soul, dwellest thou ? Is Chris
thy home 2 Hail then thy happy statc ! No plague shall
come ncar thy dwclling. Charge me, my consciente,
to be a keeper at home, that my wouse may guide
me: never let my be a bird wandering from her nest.

105. Christ is compared to a covert and mHIniNG
rrace b. Secretly and mysteriously, in his perso,
righteousness, power, and love, arc the persons, tlic life,
safety, happiness, and comfort of his people, hidden and
infalibly secured, from the avenging fury ef an angry
God, and against 2il danger and hurt, from sin, Satan,
the world, death, or hell.—Am I hidden in him ? Let
12ins _come, and winds of temptation blow ; no evil
shall come near rae.  Quickly, O mine enemies, shall
you seek me, and shall not find me ; nay, eveu now,
wkither I go, ye cannot come ; for having cntered
into his*wcurt, his hand, the Lord hath shut me in.

1 John vi. 50, O Isa. tv. G, and xxxii. 2.




116 y

106. Christ is called a saxcrvary and REFUGE o.
What asufficient shelter and residence for guilty and
hestoimed sinners ! How divinely prepared, and atlot-
ted for them to flee to for protection from God’s aveng-
ing justice, from a broken law, a raging devil, and an
evil world ! And in him we are to live, denying un-
zodliness, and worldly lusis, aid walking saberly, right-
cousiv, ani gally, offeripg the pioper sacrifice, and
incense of prayer, cf praisc, and of good works unto
God. -

107, Christ is .compared toa text and shadow 0.
Hosww divinely rearect ! By his impyted righteousness,
bow sweetly he saves his. people from the scorching
heat of Giod’s wrath ! By his pewer and love he pre-
tects them from the windy storms whigh are raised by
Satdn and wicked men, apd gives them a sweet, a re-
freshful rest in himself, Thijs, my soul, is thy rest, axl
thy refreshing. | | |

108, Christ is compared {02 RE6T, O RESTING-PLACE
. ¢ God, hath prepzred him for sinful men, wearied
with fulfilling their lusis, with bearing their troubles,
with enduring, the shocking views of their sin and
their punishment. The imputation of his 1ighteous-
ness removes our burden of guik. = The faith, the sen-
sible perception of it, removes our burden of rogal con-
viction. The effectual intimation of his love makes
our heart to.cease from her sinful and legal courses ;—
and delivers it from its burdens of carnal care. The
faith of his. unstinging our trouble, our death,and of
his sympathizing with us therein, and making them to
wark for usa « far more exceeding and eternal weight
of glory,” removes their oppressive load. The faith of
hisiveracity pledged in his promise, dispels every des-
pondent fear, relative to.our own or the church’s true
inferest. In hitn we enjoy the firmest establishment
18 grace ;. the most powerful security against spiritual

aHeb.vii19.  Blsa.iv.5. ¢Matth.xi. 28, Peal,
cxvi 'l
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wandering ; the fullest satisfaction to all onr desires ;
-oxd the swectest refreshment, joy, and comfort to our
sonl.—Return to thisrest, O my soul, for the Lord hath
dealt hountifully with thee.

109. Christ is represented as God’s HABITATION;
Liis resting place ; his THRONE of grace a. Not only
is the Father in him, by muitual coexistence of nature ;
but he is eminently and eternally glerified by, satisfied
with, delighted in, and rejoiceth over him, as our Me-
:ator. In him Gnd is ever accessible to our humble
requests, and ever found ready to bestow his purcha.
sed mercy and grace.—Go therefore boldly, my soul,
to his throne of grace, tirat thou mayest < obtain mercy,
aid find grace to help in time of need.”

110. Christ is cownpared toa rounpaTIoN b, First in
order of nature, his person, his office, his righteousness,
aud intercession, are placed by his Father, as the firm,
the eternzl principle, support, security, and ornament
of his whole dispensation of mercy and grace ; and of
every docirine, ‘ordinance, and true member, of the
church ; and of all our religious worship and service'y
and of all our hopes of cternal felicity. ¢ Another fouu-
dation can no man lay, than that which is laid, which i
Christ Jesns,” —Be thou, my soul, grounded in him;
nor do theu build on him the hay and stubble of légal
righteousness, of funciful opinions, or upwarranted
practices. - "

111. Christ is called the cuier corNER sTONE ¢, Ho
was indeed despizced and rejected by the Jewish buib.
ders, their rulers in church and state : but, by his per:
son, his office, his relations, his righteousness, his it
tercession, power, agd love,—~the whole new-covenant
huilding of mercy, the whole tewmple of the church,
Jewish or Gentile, militant or tritunphant, the whole
structure of grace in every believer’s heart, is myste
riously and hecautifully united, regulated, adorned,

a 2 Cor, v. 19. Fleb. iv. 16, 5 1sa. xxviii, 16. ¢ Eph
3. 20,




118

supported, strengthened, and preserved.—Blessed Cos-
ner stone, cement my soul to thee.

112. Christ is comnpared to a NAIL in ¢ sure place .
On him, as irrevocably appointed of God, to be our
sole, our all sufficient Mediator, doth every purpose,
promise, and providence of God, relative to our salva-
tion,—and doth the whole doctrine, worship, discipline,
and goverment, of the church ; every oftice, officer,
and member, thereof ; and every person, privilege,
gift, and grace, of his people, firmly and safely hang,
aud depend.—Here hang, my soul, thy life, thy hope,
thy work, thy care, thy aLL.

218. Christ is represented as roon i1¥pEED, and
BREAD oF LIFE §. Being broken and bruised for our
sins; trodden in the wine press of his Father’s wrath ;
roasted in the flames of his indignation ; his person,
his righiteousnéss, and saving benefits, are the most ex-
cclient, the wholesome, pleasant, nourishing, the
strengthening and medicinal, the universal, absolutely
necessary, and never-surfeiting prevision of our soul,
which begets, restores, maintains, and perfects our ev-
erlasting lifc.  Bread that cometh Cown from heaven,”
true, substantial provision, given of Cod to us, starving
sinful men: may I, with al! saints, daily by faith receive
thee, with earncst desire, particular appropriation, and
inward delight.——Evermore give us this bread.

114, Christ is called the nippay aviy e Hine-
s2lf and his fulness are the heavenly, the diviaely pre-
pared, the free, the all-suiting provision, o1 which bis
chosen people are forever nourisic:l and fed, How
wvisible and unknown to a caraa! world ! Hsw much
at presant unknawn tothe saints ! How incomprehensi-
hle in any state, to angels or men | —FEver may my soul
have this bread {0 eat, which the world knoweth not of,

115. Christ is compared to ratmeNT &0 How exact-

.8

a Isa. xzit. 21—24, 4 John vi. 53. 48. ¢ Rev. ii.
17 dRom. sifl. 14. Rev. iii. 18, and xix. 8. Matth.
xxii. 11' 12.
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‘v suited to our condition, are his imputed righteous.
et and Imparted grace ! How thev hide, they re.
reve, our sinful deformity, guilt, and pollution ! How
ticy proiect fromn scorching heat, from freezing cold,
atd every other spiritual hurt ! How comely and ac.
veplanle they render us before God, angels and good
2.3 - What spiritual health, what warmth of aflection
-2 good, taey promote ! How they qualify us for good
% -2&5 and distivguoish us from the rest of the world !
Ther zre  white raiment, fine linen, clean and white!
% pore and beautiful ! How comely a badge, that
‘Feare more tham conquercrs of sin, Satan, and the
worid 3 and do alrays triumph in him ; are at peace
Wi Gad; are kings and priests, unto him; and al-
45 called to rejoice in him, asthe God of our salva-
‘ica! How. they extract our corruption, and refresh
cir Leart ! They are a nedding-garment, applied in
tre moment of our mystical marriage to Christ. And
kow transecndeut their richness, and beauty ! Iow or
rumcatal 1o our person and nature. }low far prefer-
=ole to any other covering! His righteousness imput-
cd. is the grouad of our Joy 5 the foundation of our
rieht to the presence and favor of God. His grace im-
parted, is the occasion of our spivitual joy ; the mark
vf cur union to Chrizt ; and the substance of our meet-
r.<ss for his fellowship, and of our becoming a joy and
icjoizing to him.  Not only profess but put on, O my
«ul, “ the Lord Jesuz, and mate no provision for the
w2ch 20 {ulfl the lusts thereof » Jet my garmcnats of a
nulyv, cheerful coaversation, be almays white, and let
my Le.ad, iy Leart, lack no sintment of his grace,

1:0. Clrist is compared to Gorb tried in the fire a.
taov folid aud substantial are his persan ard fulness !
Huw comely, pure, and unmixed ! How precious, in-
o uptiLle, and lasting ! What an euriching, a satisfy-
-2z treasure and ornament ! How tried in his Father's
esliLiation; inhis own fiery syfferings ; and in his pee-

¢ Rev. id. 18,
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-ple’s hot tnbulatlm and yet alway found sufhicient
and genuine ! If‘ﬁ‘n"mally counsel me, O Jesug, to buy
this gold tricd in the Jire, that I may be rich ; and thy
white raiment of imputed atonement, that I may bo
clothed ; and that the shame of my ﬁlth y, my sinful,
nakedness do not appear.

117. Christ is called the PEARL of great prwc a.
How wonderful his divine, his human generation !
Who can declare it ? Not round in shape, but, the ev-
erlasting God he hath an absolute fulwiess of spiritual
excellency ! How solid, substantial, comely, ard glori-
ous. How truly he reconcileth hearts, makes peace by.
the blood of his cross, and is the onc Mediatur between
God and man ! How adorning, preserving, healing,
strengthening! How enriching, and ennobling, his vir-
tue ! What care ; what diligence it requires to find
him! How often, dxvmg amidst waves and floods of
guilt, corruptjon, "and trouble, are we in danger of be-
ing torn asunder by Satan and his agents! How pre-
cious ! not millions of worlds ; not the obedience of
angels or men ; but only thine own bleeding right-
eousness, can purchf se our title to thee. Yet, alas,
how few possess, desn'e, or know, thine excellency e
Having found thee in the gospel, let me deliberately
ronccnt to_gell all, disesteemt all, forego ail, to “ win
Christ, and be found in him,’* and he in me the hope
of glory Tread not, my soul, on him: turn not again
to tear the Father that gweth him.

118. Christ is called 4 TREASURE AID in the field &.
How precious and inexhaustible are his excellency and
fulness! How he satisfieth, enricheth, ennobleth, and,
before God, devils, and men, emboldens such as possess
him ! What blesqmgs, uscful, lastmg, mvaluable, un-
numbered, are comprehended in him ! in him all the
promises, beneﬁts of the new covenant are summed
up ! On him his saved nations for ever live ; and of
him do they boast and glory! With infinite shll he is

a Matth. xiii, 48, 46. b Matth, xiii, 44
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securely deposited in the purpose, the power, the love,
the faithfulness of God ; inthe field of inspiration he i
divinely laid up, hid, and concealed, that carnal, care.
less, sinners behold lum not. O for s firm, a hveiv
faith, to credit the Almighty’s word, and call the treas.
ure all my own ! Be it hid for ever in the lreasury of
my heart.

119. Christ is compared to a TREASURY or STORE-
HOUSE a. - In him, as Mediator, God-man, God hath
hid, lodged and secured, all the rich innumerable, and
everlastmg blessings of 'the new covenant, that they
might be ever near to us ; and none of them be lost;
and that he might be honoured in the conveyance. of
them. Without receiving him, we obtain no raving
benefit ; and in embracing him, we obtain all inex-
haustible stores of grace and glory. Fear God, my
goul, ¢ there is no want to them that fear him.”,

120. Christ is compared to a refiner’s rire, and ful-
ler's soar b. By the pure preaching of his word, he
removeth drossy and spotted errors and heresies. By
the influence of his spirit, he purgeth out spots, and
drossy corruption frem our heart. By common or spe-
cial influence, he renders spoited persons apparently,
‘or really pure in hissight. By fearful judgments, he
-removeth the spots, the wicked persons, of a nationor
church, into endless misery. Who may abide the day
of his coming !

121. Christ is compared toa STANDARD, EXLIGN,. OF
BASNER ¢, The elevation of him in his person, his
falthfulness, and love, in the ancient courcil of peace ;
in the Old-Testament promises and t¥pes ; in his ir-
carnation, life, death, resurrection, and glory ; andin
the gospel revelation, and saving discovery of his ex-
cellency ; is God’s great signal of war with sin, with
Satan, and the world ; and of his vietory over them;
and of cur peace with God, with our concience, with

. holy angels, and good men : it is the grand means of

aColsi, 19, & Mal.iii. 2, ¢ It xiv 10. and lix 19
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dispiriting Satan and his allies; and of gathqrmg us io,
and enlisting us under Jesus himse!f ; the great means
of exciting, encouragirg, and dlref‘”ng us inour spirit-
ual conflicts, and enablisg us, to obtsin complete victo-
ry thercin. He is represented as a standard bearer a-
. mong ten thousand. In the above manner, and for the
mentioned purposes, he liftsup himseif, and goeth he-
fore his people in their spiritnal war. ZBe thou, my
soul, “strong in the Lord, and in the power of his
might.”

122. Chrsst 1s;camp'1red 0 a STAFF, & 6TAY, OF SUP~
ror1ixc friend a. By dependance on his righteousness,
his power, his love, his intercession, aud faithfulness,
kis chosen people are sypported under their burdens,
of guilt, of corruption, or trouble ; and enabled to walk
up through this wxlder*}ess-world to the high, the
promised land of endless felicity. For ever, J esus,
let me lean on thee.

1123, Christ is like $he cmarioTs of Ammmadzb b.
How quick ! how majestic his love approaches 1o re-
lieve angd comfort his distressed saints ! in what easy,
sale, quick,and royal manner, he bears and earries them,
through tlus waste howling desart, into eternal happi-
ness !

124. Christ is called woNBERFUL ¢. What countless!
what unsearchable mysteries and miracles of infinite,
eternal, and immutable, being, wisdom, power, holi-
ness, ]ustxce, goodiiess, aud ‘ruth, are cx‘ubxted in his
pereon, his office, appearaice, and work! In him’ every
wonderful union, created or dwme, concurs, and every
marvelous purpose, doctrine, promise, and providence,
do centre ! How incomprehensible his divine excellen-
cies! his eternal gencration ! his assuming the likeness
of sinful flesh! How deep his abasement !.how high,
his exaltation ! how finished his righteousness ! how
tender his love ! how incom ﬁrphenmble his whole work!
how strange his bmmty ow marvellous his habxta‘

a Sopg vi. 5. & Song vi. 12, ¢ Isa. ix 6.




tion in us ! and his returns to bies 5 s l—\sk, my soul,
pry info his mame ; for &t is secrei..
125, Christ is ~alled arn 1¥ AL ¢ He ds in all pla.
ces, in all the churches, and allthe hearts of his peo.
ple. He makes and performsall things: he compre-
hends all excelie:cy, transeouds'all ereatures, containg
and bestow: all ¢ -3M He iz the Coeator, the preser-
\er, the governor, dx*-‘iiuso", liewr, 2nd e*zd of all crea.
fures, the antitype, the sulistance, the scope, and end
of all divinely instituted crremanies; the -deviser, the
foundation, the means, and erd of ail divine gmrposer
the mdker, tlie furnisiier, t ‘{m p"hhsher the éonfirmer,
the fulﬁllex,,the substanee, centre, ard scope, ‘of all gra-
clous romises ; the autkor the deveiler, the eiemph«
fier, the subject, ard eng of wllEnspired doctrmes the
siver, the fulfiller, the end:of -«lé sacred daws ; the
cpntrabkr, the g wtiter, and executer of all divine cote
eiits ; and the purclmer, price, dispenser, [inatter,
and end of all saving privileges. He is the institutor,
mgmtg.lm:t, sihstance, ‘gnd seope of all gospel ordinan-
cés § tl;xc authbr the ohjeet, the example, the preserv-
€r; 1qstorex, iner easei' 'nzd finisher of all Christian gra-
ces ; a, the' cause,’ {hé pattern, the motive, the ae-
sistanit: the director, and mcan of acceptance, in @bl ho-
ly excuz.ws.—-All comprehcndmg Lord art thow my
con anil my apn? ‘
196, Christ’s nane is like o1NTMENT prmred SJorth b
&ppreh,endcd by faith, his person, charucter, office, re”
lations, rlghtequsness, «md grace, have a most free, a
most extensive, precious, and sweot-smelling influence;
to quicken, cleanse, mollify, heal, strcngthen, exhilatate
and .adorn our souls, and §it them for wrestling with Sa-
tan and our lusts ; and for running in the way of God's’
commandments. —Be thou, my sonl a good savour’ 0f
Christ to al} around.
127. Christ’s loye is L1rE, and BETTER TUAN LIFE C:
It is the source, the begetter, ¢ reﬂorer, the mRin-

a Col. iii. 11. 4 Song j. 3, ¢ Psal, xxx, 5. and lxiii, 8.
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taner, cm'] pejfccter of our piri! u: xl h o3 the hestow -
erjiconderve , and subdiance o one ue“xml wit dlow
avex,)rt"f‘ﬂ le its comiorts | How it ewecte. 2u¥ Naiur-
alexistence! heals my maladics ! redresdss ‘n'y 3liev-
ances ! coricheth my soul with Cod as ner ,;ou,um'
and curaptureth my Leart! How much more precious,
pletsent,-lusiidg, sure, and useful thaw'this natural hfe'
When ncary and fech faint and fatly it shall e my
,etcrnﬂ’ excellency, end joy of many generations,
128, Christls love is compared to wiNE a. By his

heing troddién‘in the wine-fat of hfs Father’s wrath it

was mamfmted and prepared: ‘How precious, pleas-
ant, and dxstmgumhmg isit ! and what a reviying,
comlortmg, healing, appetizing, invigorating, and em-
holdening influence it hath on pur heart ! And for an-
tiquity, dur ation, harmlessness, freeness, purity, plen-
ty ; and for its power to quicken the dead in trespas-
ses. and sius; preserve from death eternal, and create
Joy unspea,kable, and full of glory, liow far it exceeds
the best wine! Drink of it abundantly, O my soul, that
thou mayest forget thy sorrows, 'd rememnber thy
nisery no more.

129, Christ’s love is rompafed {0 2 BANNER display-
ed in a banguctting-house b. While he opencth his
word to his people ; while he admits them into cov-
enant-union, and enteltains them with special intimacy
with himself ; how his love engageth and draws their
heart to his service ; and excites, encourageth, strength-
ens, distinguisheth, directs, and proterts them-in their
spiritual conflicts thh Satan, the world, and their lusts!
~Thus det me fight with prmczpalmes and pomers,
and with spiritual I wickedness in high places.

130. Christ’s righteousness is called srcop ¢. By
the shedding of hlS blood he finished it. Closely it
- adheres where ever it is applicd. How marvellous its
cflicacy to quench the fiery indignation of God, the
fiery darts of Satan’s temptation, and the ﬁ¢m1ng en-

aSong i, 2. 4. b Songii. 4. | ¢l Pet. i 2.
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mity ofour corrupt heart ! The sprinkiing of it, im.
ports a real, a close, a liberal, full, kindly, and skilful
application ofit to our conscience, by the Spirit of
God.— To him who loved us, and washed us from
our sins iz kis blood, be glory and honour for ever and
ever.. Amen.”’

131, Christ’s righteonsness is called cLEAN WATER a.
It is the pure righteousnes of God. How swectly it
refreésheth our. heart, purifieth our consci¢nce from
dead werks, purgeth off all our guilt ; and, before God
as a judge, renders us - clean every whit, mhiter than
the snow ! Blessed water, how plentlfui’ how com-
mion and free ! how uqefu} qmckenmg, and refreching!
how it spreads its virtue ; and penctrates into my
ieart |—And how unhampered my access to dv ink of,
or hathe muyself init! - -

132. Christ’s righteousness is compared to a BREA5T-
rLATE b. Being 1mputed by God and applied by
faith, it pmlects our soul, repels Satan’s accusations,
resists hiis ficry t»emptaxxons, and secures us from the

condonmation, the vengeance of Heaven.

. Chrisl’s righteousness is compared {0 a GARMENT oOr
LINEN ROBE. See No. 115.

e ——
- CHAPTER IIL
Metaphors respecting the Holy Ghost.

1. Tar Holy Ghost is compared {0 an AmBASSA-
LoRr c. 'Agueeable to the dispensation of the new
covenant, licissent b v, he comes in-the name of Je-
sus Curist, the King of nations, and of his adored Fe-
ther. And with infinite wisdom, power, and sole mnity,
he in the word of Liie gospel, proposeth to our goul, 2

treaty of peace with God, of marriage with Christ and

a Ezek. xxxvi. 25. 8 Eph, vi. 14, ¢ John xvi. T.

tom 44
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of Uraflic with heaven. Powcrfully he persuadeth us
heartily to accept of it ; and, by sealing us up to the’
day of redemption, he irreversibly ratilicth the a-
oreement. And alas! how vexed, héw gricved with
our rejection of his proposals; our resistance of his
motions, and Lis striving with our conscience !—
Grieve not, my soul, the holy Spirit, by whom 1 am
sealed to the day of redemption.

2. The Holy Ghost is called an svwocate a. By
hisword, and by the miracl>s and common operations
which attend it, he plcads the cause of our adored Re-
decmer against an evil world. By his saving discove-
ries and inflticnees, he pleads it in ourheart, agzinstour
corrupt lusts and aflections ; and against the false and
injurious allcgations of Satan. According to the will
of God, he maketh intercession for the saints, exciting
them to prayer; cnditing their requests directing and
cnabling them to present them at a throne of grace ;
and wait for the gracious answer of them.—Blesscd
pleader, make intercestion for and ia e, withgroaa-
ings, nhich cannot be uttered.

3. The Holy Ghostis compared to a TEACHER b
Possessed of a comprehensive, an infinite knowledge of
all things ; and notwithstanding the most fearful con-
tempt and opposition, he, with amazing skill, caere,
kindness, and patience, scasonably and cflectually in-
spired, and still opens up the mysterious doctrines,
laws, promises, and thircatuings of the oracles of God,
and fixcth them in our memory and heart. Ie shew-
eth us the sinfulness and misery of our fallen statc :
sheweth what and whose we are. He eulightens ous
mind in the knowledge of the person, the offices, the
relations, righteousness, power and love of Jesus Christ :
and instructs us how to rcceive and improve him, as
made of God to us wisdom, rightcousness, sanctification,

_ a. John xvi. 8,9,10.  Rom., viii. 26, 27. . Joha
v, 26,
M



and redemption.  He teacheth us the way to manage |
our heart, our time, our gifts, our grare; and how,
thercwith, best to promote the glory of God, and our
own, and our neighhour’s real and lasting {elicity,
His presence, how ineslimable a biessinrg ! kis ab.
sence, Low fearful a plague! When simersremain har.
dened in sin, how often he ceaseth striving with their
conszience, and giveth them up to the lusts and imag-
inatious of their evil heart. O uaparalleled instructor,
‘“ open thou mine eyes, that I may see wondrous things
out of thy law.” Instruct and teach me in the way
wherein I should go- |

4. The Holy 'Ghost is compared to a wITNESS a.
With unbiassed fidelity, with unsullied clearness and
cvidence, he testificth against us ; undeniably proves
to our concience, the truth, and the heinous nature of
our crimes : he testifieth of Christ ; convincingly
pioves to our soul, that he is infivitely glorious, pow-
crful, suitable, and ready to save us, who are lost : he
testifieth of the promises of the new covenant, that
they are adapted to our case, and divirely directed to
our conscience : he testificth the truth ef our gracious
«state, miincssing with our spirits that we are the chil-
dren of God ; exciting and shining on the grace with-
in us, and on the marks of it exhib:ited in scripture ;
and persuading us of the true simsilitude betwixt them: |
he testificth the sincerity of our good works,witnessing
with our conscience that they proceed from Jesud
presence in our heart,and are agreeable to God’s law,
and acceptable in his sight.

5, The Holy Ghost is compared to a tEaADER and
cuivk b, Possesscd of a perfect knowledge of the wil-
derncss and sca of a present cvil world, and of the
course proper for every believer while in it, he comces
{o them iu their time of necd, continually abides with
them, dwells in their heart, and by his word and in-

4. John xv. 26, Rom, viii. 16. 4. John xiv. 16, 17.
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luences, leads ther o the orainize, the person, the
“blood, and uglteoumew power and {ulzess of the Re-
deemer 3 he encourageth - their spivit 3 directs them
to their duty ; and uomts oul the dangerous errors,
habits, and practice: which they ougls Lt avoid ; ho
protects then fron: ihie assaults of «in, Salan, m,(l the
world 5 and at last Drings them safe 1o the desived
habitation of endless lehutv. 'To thee, O good Spir-
it, I recign my bhlind, my hewildered sonl lead thou
me to the lane of upman : Le* me no more com-
plain of rough ways ; it is thc T.ord who Iezds me a-
bout, 1o hunmbe me, and to prove me, and to do me
good in yay latier end. |

6. The Holy Ghost is called the comMroRTER d.=—
How kindly he sympadn/.cth with the saints in their
mnifold aillictiens! he comes to, abides with, and
is highly desired an‘i esteemed by themi, 'L'enderly
he exanmzines our case, reproves what is faulty, and cn-
ableth us to wash of} its guilt in a Savior’s hlood, and
in his strength n’orufy the decds of the body, that
we may ln e. 1n his word he seasonably presents the
most sweet, substantial, and sure grounds of spiritual
comfort ; that Jesus the Son, the sent of God, hath
borne our griefs, carricd our sorrows, satisfied for our
gins, and orousvht in an everlas >tmq rightcousness, to
cover our guilty souls: that, well plcaﬁod for his I‘l“'ht
eousness sal\e, God who lovoth us with an cverlartmo
love, doth in the promise give himself to be our God :
that in the new covenant promises, the whole fulness
of Grod is brought near and sccured to our soul : that
our manifold troubles flow from redeening kindness,
are light and short ; but useful to promote our sanc-
tmcatwn and wozk for us an exceeding and eternal
weizht of glory : that wesnall be fmevor with the
Loxd filled with his fulness, and made like him, by
secing him as he is, There he determines and ena-

‘&, John xiv. 26.




blesour icart to apply, and so guickens, supports, re
Hrecheth, -\..acm‘ch., and fiils it with joy unspeakable
&id full of glory.

‘. Fhe Holy Spirit is represented o a GUEST, an 1y
HATITANT Ga 'ﬁs person beirg infinite, ard all the
safrts the onc mysi:cal body of Christ, he in his person
and irduence, resides in each of then' hearts. This
Jwelling he choosetb, prepareth, and furnisheth for
biwself, and is, with mexpressxble delight, ever pre:-
ert and operalive therein. Blessed Spirit, of all grace,
lst all my powers be filled with thy glory. If I have
mot thee, I am none of Christ’s.

8. He is compared to a DOGVE or TCRTLE b. In mwb-
sistence he is distinct from the Father and Son; isa
ecmplete, a divine person in himself. How infinitely
glorious, pure, and holy ! How meck, cordescending,
ard peaceable ! How firmly he cleaveth tosuch asare
once jpined to him. How swifily he flies to. relieve and
comfoit them ! How affectionately ke delightsin them!
how convincingly he informs their conscience, that the
winter storm of God’s wrath is past, and the floods of
his verigeance are dried up ! Ard, by resting on Christ
and his members, how mysteriously he conveys his
quickening, sanctifyicg, meekening, ard refreslkful im
fluence !

9. He is called the power or rivcLr of Ged . Op-

erating i1 lis person, w 1tu what astonishing might
end Skl” doih the divine rature mate, fum,sh and
adoc: the works of crection, providenee, and 1edemp
tion l=—Ceite, 1ny soul, bebold the doing of the Lord:
Jet it e wondreus in thine eyes,

10. He is comypared to rire, and called spirit of
burirz d. How powcerfully his mﬂuen(‘e perctrates im
to the irmost rcr ecccs of our soul! How it enlightens
onr mind 5 mells, softens, and subducs onr wxll

a Rem, viii. & Matth. iii, 16, Sengii, 12, « Lukei.
24 and x1. 20, 4 lsa, iv. 4. Acts ii. 3. Rev. iv. %
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purgeth our conscicrce ; warms ond quickeus eur i
fections ; cumforts our heart ; consumes our dross, ren-
dering us koly as he is holy, and enabling us to ascend
in heavenly desires, affections, and meditations! But a-
Jas! hew hindered, obscured, and quenched, by carnali-
ty of mind ; by sensuality ; sloth, or presumptuous sin-
ning ! He is represeiited by cloven tongues of fire sitting
‘onthe apostles, to denote his qualifying them,zealously,
successfully, and in divers languages, to preach the ev-
erlasting gospel. He is called seven lamps of fire, Lo
denote his perfect fulness of enlichtening and heart-
warming influence.
11. He is compared to winne. In what a sove-
reign, surprising, incomprechensible, invisible, pierc-
ing, powerful, and conquering manner, do his convin-
cing, his illuminating, his rcnewing, comforting,
strengthening,—his heart-melting, drawing, enlarging,
sanctifying—his lust-cooling, siv-mortifying—his inter-
ceding, witnessing, and sealing influences, affect our
soul ! His influences are represented by a rushing migh-
‘ty wind ; to signify, that nothing can withstand their
power. They are called four ninds ; to denote their
abundant varicty ; their fitness and readiness to an-
swer every man’s case. His convincing influences are
called the north wind, hecause they arc often bhoister-
ous,2lways nipping to cur conscience, cauzing us to trem-
ble on account of our sinful nakednessand guili.  His
“enlightening and comforting influcnce, is called the
south wind, because it delights, warms, refresheth, and
fructifies our Leart, |
12. The Holy Ghost is compared to raix and pew 4.
What a free, a sovercizn, a scasonable gift of God tu
men ! How gently ; Low gradually ; how cxtensive-
ly, and irrcsistibly, do his influences descend on our
soul! and on some, while others are passed by ! Iow

a Johniii. 8, Acts il, 2 Lzek. xxzvil. 9. Song iy,
16, 4Jsa.v, 6. ‘
M 2
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rhsolulely neeessary in the seed-time of ronversion s
and in the seuson of epiritual drought, whether occa-
sioncd by dercersion, or producetd l; cm'x..xl care, and
prevalent lust ! Hm\ oft cinthey decend L cor 1sequence
of fervent prayer ! And what a ho*whcml, softening,
and refreshing, frurtifying, and ado:ning nercy txey
are to the church !

13. ITe is compared to water ¢.  IHow absolutely
neceszary are his influences to our spiritual life ! In
the gospel, how generally offered and frec ! How ef.
{fectnal to quench the fire of lust, of pride, ef passion,
hatred, malice j to extinguish the Jiery darts, the
teraptations of Satan ; to wasih away ous gintul de-
ﬁlvmcm heal our spu'ltual wounds and bruises 3 soft:

1 our ston ey hearts, and render them susreptlblo of
Jmpresmo‘m by the word, and providence of God!
How sweetly they refresh our languishing soul ;=
qucncl: our sinful thirst after carnal things j nourish
our ncw man ; render us strong in gracious habits, and
fruitful in cvery gdod werd and work ! God’s pouring
cut ihis water, denotes his liberal and abundant com.
munication thereof. His sprivkling it on us, imports
his real, hus cloge, his plentiful; Kindly, skilful, and
gradual application thereof.

14. e is compared to WATERS ; RIVERS; and
rroocs g How pure, perpetual, free, patent ! How
abundant, poweriul, uuscarchable, Spleadm.,, and all-
ove rcomm" his influences ! How ple’zﬁmg mﬁosumg,
and Ch,zmﬂ.x'r’ How fructifving, onric hm«r, adorning,
aud prote: ’Lm r ! How, ou son:ic ov Lasmm, they over-
fiow the banke of ordinances, whicii are their ovdina-
ry chaancis! By these, how sweelly we trade with
God, 1 receipt of his fzee favours, and returns of ho-
ly dutics 5 and with men, in the exercise of charity

aJohn i, 5. & Isa. xxxv. 6. and xliv. 4.  Zech. xiv. 8.
Rev. xx¥. 17, John iv, 14, Lzek, xlvii, [—13, Revw
sxii- 1, 2 Joel iiis 18,
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and brotherly kirdness ! by them, how sweetly are
we separated and distinguished from carnal men; are
prolected from our spiritual enemies : and at last car-
ried out into tho occan of cudless felicity ! He is call-
ed ¢ living waters 3 water of life ; a well of water,
springing oy (o everlasting life.” His influences are
ever fresh and running 3 and do heget, restore, main-
tain, and perfect the life of our soul. His ¢ praceed-
ing from under the temple ; from Jerusalem ; from
under the throne of God, and the Lamb ; Ais run-
ning beside the allarin the midst of the city towards
the east, to water the valley of Shittim ; and rinning
into the dead sca, causing every thing to live, and be
fruitful ; healing every thing except the marishes,
and continuing both summerand winter.;” imports,
that his saving influences are the fruit of Jesus’ death,
and of God’s being pacified and pleased in him ; that
they are easily and equally accessible to all that are in
the church; that they water the lowly, fructify the
barren, quicken the dead, and make all that are or-
dained to eternal life to revive, and live by faith on
the Son of God ; that they are to he ohtaired, and do
attend the saints, in every case, pleased, or disiressing.
Blessed River, O quicken, and with the streams of
thine influences make glad the city of our God, May
thy floods prevail, till our highest mountains of cor-
ruption, error, and division, be ~overed.

15. The Holy Ghost is compared to wixe . Is not
his saving influence the fruit of the pressure of Jesus
Christ, in the fat of his Father’s fury ? And how re-
freshful, exhilarating, neurishing, strengthening, and
emboldening to our soul ! How, Dblessed Spirit, it re-
fresheth nuy languishing heart, and restores me again !
How it fills mc with joy and gladness; strengthens me
in the Lord my God ; enalles me to run in the way
of his comma dmeats, when thou hast enlarged my

1 Isa. 17, 1- Joel iiic 18!
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heart ; makes me to rejoice in God my Saviour, rejoice
in tribulation, and fill my mouth with his praise all the
day ! How it emboldens me to come near unto God,
even to his seat, and plead my very sinfulness and
crimes, as an arguntent for mercy ! Refreshful with
this wine, I seek out my spirtual enemies ; and in the
name of the Lord destroy them., ‘Though ten thou-
sands rise up against me, in this I an confident : dauiit.
less, I resist the devil, till he flee trom me ; crucify
the flesh with its affections and lusts! glory in the
cross of Christ, by which the world is crucified unto
me and I unto the world. |

16. The Holy Ghost is comparcd to M1k a. How
pure and unmixed his influence ! How sweet and pleas-
ant ! How nourishing under weakness ! How natural
provision to the heaven born soul ! How medicinal
and healing ! How restorative uirder spiritual conswp.
tions ! f

17. He is compared to oin and orxrmMesT 4. How
efficaciously his influences eillighten our mind in the
knowledge of Christ and spiritual things ! soften our
heart ; search, cleanse,and cure our spiritiial wounds!
revive, exhilarate, warm, refresh, nourish, strengthen,
and adorn our soul! How they sweceten, give an a-
grecable relish to the word, and providence of God !
expel the poison, the venom of sinful corruption ! pre-
vent convulsive fits of unbelicf, despondent fainting,
and carnal fear ! open obstructions of legal terror and
perplexing doubts ! how they enuble us to breathe
after God in holy desire and fervent prayer ! anoint
and consecratc us to, and quulify us for serving God,
and warring with our spiritual encmics ! Xever, Bless
cd Spirit, can thy influence utterly dry up, nor in the
least incorporate with our lust : and for this, how ha-

a Song v. 1. 41 Johnii, 20, 27. Psal.ziv. 7. Rov.
i, 18,
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ted ; how disrelished by carial men! He is called
the oi! of joy or gladness ; for what pleasure and joys
especially in the heaverly state, doth his irfluence pro-
duce l=—=Under its power, “ I rejoice in tribulatien,
count it all joy when I fall into divers temptations.

18. The Holy Chost is compared to a sear a. By
the application of his word and gracious influences, he,
with infinite power aud authority, cangeth our heart,
making us holy as he is holy. He stamps the author-
ity of Heaven upon the histories, the doctrines, the
laws, the promiscs, threatenings, and predlctmns of
scripture 3 and unfolds or conceals them from men as
he plcaseth He confirms the new covenant with his
chosen, confirms them in their gracious state, seals
them up to the day of redemption, and hides, secures,
and distinguisheth them from the rest of the world. -
Nay, it was ke that furrished and marked out our ado-
red Jesus to his wmediatory office. At yvour lLighest
peril, do you, sons of men, counterfeit and hreak this
scal, by adding to, or taking from the terms or sense
of his word ; or by indulging yourselves in hypocrisy
and lust.—If I namc the name of Christ, let me de-
part from iniquity.

19. He is comparcd tyran earxest . Hisinflu-
ences conferred on us in this life @re of the sare na-
ture with those in Leaven : they coufirm God’s cove-
nant to us, and our engngement to him : they rsecure
our eternal happiness ; and are sufficient to preserve
our spiritual life, till we arrive at that more abundant
perfection. —Blessed Spirit, he thou in e, my Ged,
my guide, nuy seal, my eainest, aind iy ALL IN ALL,

a Eph. i, 13. and iv. 80. b Eph. i. 14.
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CUAPTER IV,
Mctaphors respecting good dngels.

1. Axckewns are cilled Ernoia or. Gons «a, for their
spirltual nature, their transcendent dignily, power,
and wisdom.

2. Theyare called soxs or Gond. Tliey wereim-
mediately created by him, and deatly are they be.
loved in his sight : daily they aitend his glorious pres.
ence ; and arc admitted into the most {familiar inti
macy. How like him in their spiritual substance,
wisdom, and strength ! How actively they imitaie him
in his spotless holiness, ard care of his church | And
with what readiness, delight, and pkeasure, do they
keep hLis commandments, and hearken 12 the voice of
his word ! . ~

3. They are called prINCES, PRINCIPATITIES, POW-
ERS, THRONES, voxIxIoNs ¢,  With distinguishicd pow-
.cr, anxi as the deputies of God, thcy inspecl, manage,
and dircct events unnumbered, and exccute his par-
poses of mercy and judgment on carti.

4. They are called God’s nost d. Commanded by
JEHOVAH, by Jesus the captain of our salvation, they,
in comely order, guard and protcct his saints ; repress,
or cut oil his and their enemies; and with loud Hulle
lujal’s celebrate his viclorious triumphs.—Rejoice, ye
ransomed, more and streiger aic with you, than with
the world. :

8. Perhapsthey are called warcurse. They sleep
not, day nor night ; but are contimuldly exercised in
attending cind prasing God 5 in waiting  their respec
tive orders fron: i 5 in coreful obsevvation of persons
and things in this world 5 ia providing tor, in healing,
comforting, tcaching, encouraging, guacding, deliver-

a Psal, xcvii,7. 4 Job xxxviii. 7. ¢ Col.i. 16, Dan
z. 2l.  dGen. xxxiiv 2. ¢ Dan. iv. 17,
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ing,and rejoicing over the saints ; in transporting their
wul to heaven ai dexth, in gathering and seperating
them from the wirked at the last day; and in infat-
uating, restraining, and ruining their enemies: and
are sometimes divinely employed to give warning of
approaching judgments or mercies.— But natches in
that text may mean the divine persons.

6. Angels are represented as the MrsseNGErs of
God, and mIx1sTERS to hissaints a. At God’s commis-
gion they come forth to assist the saints, in whatever
business they have need of them. Hew often they
assist to provide for their bodies, to heal their mala-
dies, to direct and preserve them on journies ; io de-
liver them from outward calamities ; to rcstrain what
tends to hurt them ; or to cut off their encmies ! How
often they make known to the saints the will of God ;
suggest good thoughts ; comfert them ; help and assist
them against temptations ! See No 5.

7- They are called mex b. Often they appeared in
the likencss of strong and beautiful men, importing
their beauty of holiness, and their readiness to run in
the way of God’s commandments, or to fight his hattles.

8. They are called cuerusims ¢, heceuse of their
strength and comeliness. And if the cherubims of
image-work had four faces, that of a »ax represented
angels’ knowledge, aflection, majesty, prudence, and
beauty : that of 1 riow, their might, boldness, and
courage : that of un ox, their deligat, p:ticince, activ-
ity, and faithfuluise in God’s service : that of an Ea-
GLE, their immediate vision of Ged ; their deep pene-
tration into his mysterics; iheir perpelual vigour
and quick execution of their work.

9. Perhaps they arc called sgrapHINs, or fiery, ones
dy because of their spirilusl nature, vurity, sirenzth,
and majestic awe.  Their mings import their vigour,
readiness, and quick execution of God’s commaud-

a Heb. i. 14. 4 Gen. xviii. and xix. ¢ Psal. xviii. 10.
(1153.- Vio 2, 3’ 4‘. :
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wments; ¢ the covering of their faces with thelr wings?
signifies their inability to bechold the full brightness of
the divine glory ; their “ covering of their fect with
their wings” demnotes their blushing at their best ser
vices before God.

10. Angels are compared to crariors ind 1oRsks
a, hetause of their spiritual comeliness, strength, cour-
age, and usefulness, in the display of God’s peculiar
presence, majesty, glory, and might ; and insaving his
people, transporting them to paradise, and in conquer-
ing and treading down their opposers. They arc some-
times represented as red and fiery, to signify how ter-.
rible ard destructive is their execution of God’s wrath;
and what dread their protection of the saints spread
among their enemies ; somelimes as white, to denote
their execution of God’s purposes of mercy and love ;
sometimes as black, to signify the unscarchable, awful,
and confounding nature of their work : somctimes as
bay and grizzled, to signify their mixed exccution of
mercy and wrath.

11. Angels are called mor~1NG sTars b. Being
created in the beginning of God’s work, how beautiful
and glorious are they in their nature! how coustant in
their holy exercise ! how useful to conduct and com-
fort the saints inthe dark morning of their militant
state ! And is not their attendance, a surc pledgc of
an approaching, a ncar day of endless brightness aud
joy ?

12. They are compared to FLaMES OF FIRE ¢.  How
eminent their love to God ! how burning their zeal
for his glory ! How awful, irresistable, and cften sud-
den, is their destruction of the wicked ; How comnplete
their defence of the seints!

18. They are compared to the wixp d. Beiug in-
visible to our bodily eye, they come forth, move, and

a2 Kings ii. 11. and vi, 17. 5 Job xxxviii. 7. ¢ Psal.
civ. 4, Psal. civ, 4.
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act at the pleasure of God. How trz\nsqendcnﬂ y Cuick
and powerful their operation, in blvfstmg the persons
wul property of the wicked 5 and in refreshing Fhe
saints, and helping them forward to their haven of bliss!

e
CHAPTER Y.
iletaphors respecting fallen angels.

1. They ave called oevius, or falsc accusers a.
They most wickedly slander God to men, misrepresen-
ving his wisdom, his power, holiness, justice, goodness,
wercy a2d truth ;—his doctrines, his laws, purposes,
promiser, threatenings, and providence. In ovder to
ohlviii Liis permission to hurt and dectioy, they often
mia drously accuse mento God! Hov often to mer’s
ow i covsciences, they falscly aecuse then:, saints as
hypocritical dissemblers ; and convinced persous as
chargeable with the w:paidonble sin ! How a-tively,
though secretly, thev suggest the repreachiul thoughts
and speeches so commen on earth ! Till I choose to be
a devil incarnate, let e speak cvil of no man. -

2. They are called TRINCIPALITIES, POWERS, and
RULERS of the darkness of 7his morld b How great
and extencive is their pewer -uid doiiion over Jows
Heathens, Mahowetans, a! nominal Co:vizti:ve, those
large, but biind and igurant tribes of na kind ! igio-
rance and delusion are the suppert of ihicir power and
iniluence 3 men being all naturally ignorant of God,
are subject to them, till effestually called from dark-
ness to God’s niarvelloas Fght : and where. on earth,
the.light of inspired truth is unknewn, or obscured,
they operly govern.—Ah, how these other loas ‘ .ve
fiad dominion over me! But now, Lord, will I only
make memtion of thy name.

a. Matth, iv, 24. . Eph. vi. 11,
N
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S. Lhiey ¢ compared 10 WARRIOURS a.  Armed
with the permission of God and their own malice, they
with ti ¢ utmost fury and fizud, oppoce the work of
God, in Lis ehurch and in the souls of men ; they cast
tcmh!o, destructive, and fiery darts of temptatmn
into e’ hearts, and fery contentionsand persecutiors
into the visible chuech : Iow often, with open vie-
lence. they atltaek the people of God @ Or, under some
innocent or hol}, Appearatce, they lay snares for their
Jife : Proud, qaring, nnwearied and crucl, they always
thirst for our 1uin ; eonstantly they watch in their own
vfence, aund seize every advantage agaiust our soul,
How ofte': thev take captive, and cruelly use the most
precious saints | How haughtily they triumph in every
defeat g.ven to the church, and her true members! But,

fresh sprinkled with Jesus’ blocd, strong in his mi ht,
re<ist, my soul, the devil,avd he shall ficc from thee.

4. They zare called BELI\L, nithout yoke, profit, or
wscent . Fur: cusiy they rebel agoinst God as if they
vere unhound by his law ¢ no promise to their de-
luded votaries they sincerely regard : nethivg inthem,
or done by them is of any truc valuc or use : never
hall they regain their former estate, or asceid to their
aacicat felicity.

5. They are compared to rrisoNLRs and CAPTIVES
c. In the strong, the tormenting, the shameful chaings
of darkness 3 the chains of their cwn corruptions, and
of tke condemning curse, and restraning providence
of God, they are confined, and bound overto endless
wrath. From their w retched state they can never
escape ; nor can they do ought, withont a divine per-
mission.  Inhis death, in his exaltation to glory, Jesus
took them captives, and condemned them to the davnsh
drudgery of scourging his foes, or chastizing his chil-
dren, as he pleaseth “Let never their dread damp ny
sonl 3 they are fast bound in my God, my Savior’s chain.

a. Rev.xii. 7. 4. 2Cor. vi. 15. ¢ Rev. xx, 1,2, Jude
¢ Psall livin 18.
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6. They, and their agents, are compared to Fowws -
of the air a. Ilow devoid is their condition of all true
fixednessand rest ! How suddenly they assault us when
we are hearing God’s sacred word and carry it oft
from our memory, our heart, our affection! Lord, hide
it deep inmy soul, that it may ever abide with me,
and bring forth much fruit.

7. They are called coars, or Hatry oNes b, Before
God, their moral appearance, and often hefore meny,
their visible,~how wnsightly, abominable, and shock-
ing ! how they delight in, {eed upon, and are filled
with the poison of iniquity ! How detestable is their
behaviour, to every one holy aud pure! With what
pleasure they perform mischief ; what injury they o
to Christ’s sheep in this word ! And how often, under
the form of goats, satyrs, and other hairy animals,
have their Heathenish votaries adored them as gods
of this world.

8. Evil angels especially their chief| is called Sirtax,
the malicious, obstinale, impudent adversary e How
burning, shameless, and implacable, is their malice to-
wards God, or towards men! How craftily ; how fu-
riously, they seck and seize opportunities of dishoner-
ing the former, and ruining the latter !—“ When he
‘speaketh fair, my soul, believe him not, for there are
seven abominations in his heart.”

Y. Satan is called the cop of this norld d. To the
most part of men on carth he gives law and governs,
dizects, and influenceth them; and by their ignorance,
profaneaess, dissimulatiors, idolatry, and superstition,
is he checrfully and zealously worshipped and served.
Other evil spirits, wicked magistrates, and ministers,
are his angels, mesengers, attendants, and deputics,
whom he sends forth to act in his name. Transgress-
Ing against God, and injuring of the souls of men, are

a. .Matth. xiii. 4. b Lev. xvii.7. 2 Chron. xi, 15.
¢ Jopiand ii. d, 2 Cor. iv. 4.

(4
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Lis accepioble worship.  Sinful oaths, witcherait, sor-
cery, charming, necromancy, arc his solenin appoing.
mente,  Superstitious scasons are his sabbathe, his fe .
“tivals.  Wauton balls, stage plays, drunken clubs, con-
ventions for idolatry, or will-worship, are the solemn
nssemblies of his adorers, ¢ Come not, my soul,.into
their secret : mine hovour be thou rot unjted.”

10. Satan is transformed into an ANGEL OF LIGAT ¢,
Once he was so ; and how often, while Lic secke to pre-
mote the vilest crimes, doth he put on the most shi
ning pretences to eminent knowledge, wisdom, evangel-
ical liberty, holiness, or zeal {—Be not, my soul, igne-
rant of, or inadvertant to his devices, )

11. He is cailed the rrINCE of the power of the air
b. Such evil spirits as partiy 1eside in, and Ay ahout
in the air ; such unstable men s labour and feed oy
airy and unsubstantial fancies,—arc under Lis rule and
direction, And, at God’s permission, Le can raise ae
rial storms and tewpests.—Is my God in the heavens!

what pleased him he hath done : Dic not then, my soul, |

for want ef hicavenly and substantial wisdom : ask.it
of Grod

12. He is called the FaTHER of lying and lirs o
By him was deceit and falschood conceived and
breught iuto.the worll., Byhim it is aflectionately
cherished, protected, encouraged, and rewarded with
momentary, but carnal prefit and pleasure.  He first
rendered men wicked and deceitful 3 and by them he
is naturally ~clicerfully, aud read.ly Lonoured and obey-
ced.—Behold yeur parcrt, you children of falsehood
and guile ; be ashamed ;, return ; do so no more.

13. He is compared to a captain 4. How active,
daring, and crafly, inhis warlike attempts against
God and his people ! What nuinbers of evil angels,
of wirked men, of mistaken saints, he gathers, hires,
encotrnrath, directs, and commandsto coucur with

s. 2 Cor. xi. 14, & Eph.ii. 2. ¢ John viii, 44, . Rev. xit T
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him, in fighting against God and his ways! But ¢ if
God he for me, who can be against me v Though mine
encmies ilourish, it is that they may be destroyed.

14 Satan is called @ sTRONG MAN ARMED, that keep-
eth the house in peace a, Armed with his own malice,
with the divine permission, with the curse of the hro-
ken law lying on men’s conscience, and with the. do-
minion of sin over cur heart ; he, with great power,,
activity, care, and craft, maintains his work of wicked-
ness in us, and his anthority over us; ronfirms aisd
~ promotes our ignorance and unconcern ; bolts our heart

with carnality, enmity, unbelicf, or despair, tilt Jesus
Christ, who is stronger than he, in the day of his pow-
er come, recal his permission, awaken our eonscience,
enlighten our mind, remove the curse, suhdue our
corruption, and so spoil him of his armour ard goods.
~Search, my soul, and look, whois thy guardianj;
who keepeth thee.

15. Safan is compared to a TRAVELLER J. Con-
stantly he walks to and fro in the earth, to spy oppor-
tanities of mischief ; to tempt and rain men.  Often,
for a while, he seemingly departs from wicked profes-.
sors, with-holds his gross suggestions, or even stirs up
to the external performance of religious cxercise. Af-
ter omploying himsclf a while in the heart of real he-
lievers, where there is less corrupt moisture to work
upon, er in dry and withered Heathenish countries, he
returns to those whom he had doserted, and hurries
them more furiousty than ever into wickeduess. Why,
to entertain him, didst thou, Hebrew monarch, defile -
~ the wife of thy faithful hervo 5 his one lamd that lay
in his bosom ? ‘

16. Satan is compared to a sowER of fares ¢. In
the field of creation, he fir t sowed the sceds of iniqui-
y. His cursed temptations he daily sows in our
heart, to produce the good-checking tares of sinful

a. Mat, xii, 29, 8. Mar. xii. 43, 44; 45, ¢, Mat, xiii. 39,
M 2
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iuste, By hini is the seed of open aboniinations, cog. ‘

terion, idelatry, and will-worship, sown among men.
He is the truc parent of every tarc-like, every naugh
ty person in the church.——How, Lord, hath thy enc
my. sewed tares in my soul, while I clept' Nor shal
they be weeded out, till I dic.

17. He is compaxed to an HUNTER and FOWLER a.
With astonishing and unwearied care, alertness, and
fraud, he allures, he indiscernibly spreads his entang-
ling nets of temptation ; transform:s himself into an ar-
gel of light ; employs. false teachers, wicked rulers,
and deeeitful men, to-ensnare. and ruin our souls. And
how often we are unawares entangled and undone !—
Lord, deliver me as a bird, as a roe, from this hunter;
from the snarc of this fowler.

18. He is comparcd to a riox . How terrible is
his roaring, his tewmptations to the watchful saint!
How insatiable in doing mischief! With what vigour,
violence, and cruelty, he ever seeks to devour the
souls especially of his opposers {—Blessed Lion of the
tribe of Judah, for me, tear him in pieces, while there
is none to deliver him: make me sober and vigilant;
because he goeth about seeking whom he may devour.

19, He is called a great pracoy c. How terrible
is aisappearance! How shocking his ficrceness! his

hioady cruclty ! How outngeous his fury and malice

against mankind, chiefly against Christ and his follow-
ers, who dare to oppose him, and trample on his au
tiority ! How suddenly he assaults! How infectious
and deadly are his bites, his breathing, his temptations
to our seul ! In the ni rht of debasement Liow he bit

and bruised, though not infected the heel, the man-

hood of Jesus Christ! In the night of ignorance, deser-

tion, and trouble, how he assaults the duld ren of men !
--When, Lord, wilt thou bruise ; when shail I tr ead,

the lion and the dragon urder my fect ?
s FProvivii4 5, 4 1Pet,v.8 ¢ Rev. xx. 24,

’,
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20. Satan is called an onLp serRPENT a. 1 the forma
“ofa serpent, he anciently seduced mankind, In this
ferm, have thcy siuce frequently adored him! How.
filled with the poison of sinful corruption, wherewith
he infects and ruins the children of men! How astoi-
ishing his subtle deceit! How deep rooted his envy !
How implacable his matice! With what surprising
gare, craft, and vigour; he secures his Acad, his authori-
ty I—Ceme not, my soul, into his lurking places; pass
nat by his paths; turn away ; get thee far hence.

CHAPTER VI,
Ketaphors respecting menin gcneral.

1. MEx are compared to a AUMAN BODY. A hu-
man body is their most visible part : their complex
frame consists of various well-connected powers and
members, and grows to a proper measure and stature.
Many bodily members and acts, are-used as symbols
of human acts and endowmeuts. To bow donn the
head as a bull rush b, imports appearance of humiliation:
“and grief, without any real concern. VWomen, Aaving
porer on their head because of the angels ¢, imports,
that in religious- assemblies, where holy angels ob-
‘serve, where evil angels tempt, womeu ought to mark-
their husband’s power over them by a decent'covering:
on their head. The falling of the countenance d, de-
oles a mixture of shame, anger, and grief. To open
the car e, is to hear, or make one hear, with attention.
To stop the car f, isto refuse and disregard.  Ting-
ling of the ears g, signifies shocking terror at the report

8 Rev. xx. 2. & 1Is.lviii. 5. ¢ 1 Cor.xi. 10, d Gen.iv. §,
o Is, xlii, 20. £ Acts vii, 57, g 1 Sam.iii. 11.
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of some fearful calnmity. Itching ears a, denote un.
scttled levity of mind, ahvays desirous of novelties,
and not relishing smlple truths.  Eyes b, represemt
knowledge, and what is dest toa man. A right eye
t0 be plucked 012 ¢, is a heloved lust, or eundeared sii-
ful enjoyment, dcemed very pleasant and useful ; and
which cannot, without much pain, be mortified or for.
saken. 'To lift up the fuce or cyes d, imports boldnese,

courage, expectation, and desire. N ot to do it e, im~
plies shame and blughing. Our eyes Inok straight on f,
when we singly aim at the glory of God ; candidly es-
py and follow the path of duty, without tm‘nmw aside
to any crooked way. An evileye g, imports discover-
ed covetousness, malice, hatred, or discontent. To be
of one mouth h, is to be, profess, and speak the same
thing. To devour. mwith open mouth i, is greedily,
quickly, extensively, and almost irrecoverably, to swal-

low up and destroy. To. open the mouth wide, that God
may fill it k, is earnectly to desire, pray for, expect,
and receive his promised goodness: Yo draw out the
tongue, shoot out the lip, and make anidce mouth against,
one I, is cruelly, openly, and 1mpudently, to mock and
reproach him. To stop the moutle m, is to be, orto
render . one silent, ashamed, and seusible of guilt. ‘To
come out of the moutﬁ n, 18 to proceed from one’s author-
ity, influence, or principles. To &r¢ ng out of onc's
mouth or belly, what he had swallowed o, is to take from
him what he had unJustly seizced, and seemingly secur
ed to himself. One’s mouth kissing his hand p, imports
idolatrous reverence and worship. To kecp the mouth:
or lips ¢, is to watch carefully over our speech. To

a2 Tim. iv, 3. b Deut. xvi. 19. Gen.ili. '7, ¢ Mattb;
v. 29. dJob. xxii. 6. Is. xxxvu. 23. Psal. cxxiii. 1.
¢ Ezraix. 6. fProv. iv. 25. g Prov. xxiii. 6. 4 1 Kings"
xxii. 13, s Is. ix. 12, k Psal. Ixxxi. 10.  /1s. lviia 4, -
m Rom. iii. 19. »n Rev, zvi. 18, o0Job xx.13. 185. ~pJob
xxxis 27, gPsal xxxix. 1,
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luy the hand upon the mouth a, imports serse of guilt,
blushing, shane, and resigration (o the will of God.
Mouth, Lips, and tongue b, sighify speechi. Uncircumcis-
ed lips, c, denote a difli-uity of speaking {reely, readi-
ly, and plessantly. God’s speaking to men with
stammering lips, deep speech, and another torgue d, im-
ports his declaring his will, by makinz a foreign na-
tion, whose kanguage is not understcod, to harass or
destroy them. To make the Uips of those that are asleep
to speak e, is 1o awaken, revive, edify, comfort, slothful
and unconcerned sculs, and induce them to praise the
Lord, and express his kindness. The calzes of the lips,
and the fruit of the lipsf, sacred to, o created by Gad,
are sacr.fices of prayer and praise, through his infiu-
ence, offered up unto him. The priest’s lips keeping
knorlelg- g, imports their habitual readiness 1o give
grod and wiolesome instruction or reproof.  The tak
of the lips tendeth only to penury h, when it is vain and
unprofitable, wastes time, is not attended with, bul
hinders our proper woik. The tongue is represented
asa scourge i, hecause with its reviling argry cpeech-
es, we lash our peighbor. It is compased toa fire k,
because its passion:te and sinful words emit the fire
of our inward lust; and kindle the iust, pride, or pas
sionof others. It is cailed a morld -t iniquity. What
astonishing and extensive wickedness is contained in
our language ! Or the words may be rendered an or-
nameat of iniquity 1, be ause by exrusing, extenuating,
and defending, it attempts to deck and gild over
our sin with fair colours. ii i3 reprosented as untame-
able m, Because no creature cun wholly restrain it from
evilk A soft tongue which beo 7 0 the borcs my sighni-

m,bbtot
fies meek, mild, a~d hawble I uage, which remov-

aJobzl. 4. 5 Job xix. 16. and ii. 10. ¢ Exod. vi. 80..
dis xaviii. 11, o Seng vii. 9. f Hos. xiv. 2. Is. Ivit 19.
& Mal.ii, 7. 4 Prov. xiv. 23. i Jobv. 21. #* Jam. iii. 6.
{Jem. iii, 6. m Jam. iii. 8. & Prov. xxv. 15.
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eth prjudices, mclts the heart, and drawsout the love,
the compassion of our friend or neighhor. The clea?.
ing of tke tonguc to the jans, or roof of the mouth g,
imports deep silence, painful thirst.  Whispering ot
lon speech b, signifies our speaking in a humble,a debas-
ed manner. Fair specck ¢, is flattery, whereby we
shew much more kindness than is really in our heatt,
Hard speeches d, arc these which are passicnate, con-
temptaous, and reviling.  Scund cpeech e, is that
which is true, solid, and edifving to mew’s souls.  T¢
have a stiff neck,a neck like an iron sincn f, is to he ob-
stinate and perverse 1n sirning.  To lLarden our neck
or heart g, is to despise the alarins of God’s word and
providence, and refusc to returnto him.  To kave s
yoke on the neck h,is to lie under sore trouble and
hondage. The arm i, denoteshelp, power, and wealth,
A smord on the arm k, denotes an enraged encmy, {ak-
ing away cur power and wealth.  Drying up of the
armn I, signifies the loss of our strength or riches, or of
the proper uce thereof. Men’s cating the flesh of their
onn arm m, is their destrovirg that which ought to be
dear, or would be Lelpful to them. 'To make flesh our
.arm n, is chiefly to depend on men for our acsistance,
and felicity. {lands o, signify power of re-civing or
acting: and our actions and practice. Clean or cleans-
ed hands p, denote a holy and blameless conversation.
Laying on of hands ¢, imported the coiveyance of the
Holy Ghost, in his miiaculous influence, or the ordair-
ing of men to oftice in the church.  Stretching out the
hand to God r, inrports carrest piayer, for ready re-
ccption of his salvation, a:d chcerful surreader to his

a Psal, xxii. 5. and cxxxvii, 6. & Is, xxix. 4. ¢ Prov. vii.
21. dJude 15. e'l'it. ii. 8. fJer. xvii. 23, Ts. xlviii. 4.
2 Neh.ix, 16. Deut. xv. 7. 4 Jer. xxvii. 12, i Ezek
xxx. 21, 4 Zech, xt. 17, [ Zecho xt. 17, m Yse 1x. €0
n Jer. xvii, 5. o Jer. xxiii, J4. p Job xvii. 9, ¢ 2 Tim.
i 6, r Psa]. lXVii}o 31.
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sgrvice. ‘Lo lift up the hands to hima, is to pray
carnestly.  To lift up the hands that kang down, and
feeble knces by is to help aand encourage persons faint
and distressed. To lift up the hand against a king c,
istorehcl against him.  Consecration to the Jewish
priesthcod is called a filling of their hands d, Decause
therein their hands were fillow with their wave-offer-
ing. Washing of the hands e, isiports a solemn pro.
fession of innocence ; an applicatiova of Jesus’ blood
for the removal of past guilt; and a serious purpose
of reformntion.  Pouring mat-r upun one’s hands f,
signified .o be his <orvant,  Switing tie hands togeth-
er &, imports ~in ciurm of approachivg judzment; or
lamentation over distiess.  Clapping of hands k, de-
notes si.outing for victory 5 great joy and glidness,
Men of war uot finding iheir hands i, implies their be-
ingquite dispirited and disenabled to exert their
might, and improve their advantages. A4 right hand,
or right foot offending, to be cut off k, is a beloved lust,
however dear and apparently useful, ‘o he mortified.
There heing a lie in our rigit hand I, imports our lov-
ing, practisiuig, and holding fast hypocrisy and deceit.
The putting out of the finger m, imports ridicule and
reprosch. Rehoboam’s little finger being thicker than
his fath-r’s loins n, sigunified, that he wouid reduce his
subjects to far wmore grievous servitude and punish-
ment.  Shoulder o, signifies ability to bear, help, or
oppress.  Breasts p, denote nseful comfort and assist-
ance.  Dreasts or teats of virginity pressed or bruised
¢, imply comumission of whoredom, natural, or spiritu-
al.  Smiting or tabering on the breasts r, implies sore
trouble, vexing grief, and bitter lamentation. Bosoms,
denotes love, intimacy, scciecy. But (o kide the hand
6 Psal. xxviii. 2. 6 Heb. xii. 12, ¢ 2 Sam. xx. 21.  dExod. xxix.
9. Heb. ¢ Psal. xxvi. 6. f2Kings iii. 11. g Ezek. xxi. 14. A Psal.
xvii. 1. iPuul. ixxviii. 5. &3 Matthov. 3o, (1s. xliv. 20, mls.
Wiii.9. n1hings xii. 10 0 is.ix.4.  p Songviii. 10. ¢ Kzek,
e 3. rNal i 7. s Becl. viil 9,
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¢n lhe bosom a, imiports excessive sloth.  Bomels b, ime:
port compassion, or the soul.  Inwerd parts, heart,
hetly c, signify the soul, understanding, will, affeciiong,
and conscience. The eurse coming lile nater into
one’s bowels d, imports exlensive aid shocking inward
fear, trouble, and grief. Unegnal legs of the lame ¢
signify, that one’s profession and practice, or some
part, or ¢ither, docs not correspond with the other,
feet or foot f, deioie the afzctions and convers:iion,
To dip one’s foot in the blood of kis enemizs g, is tobe-
hold an awful revenge of ti:cir ininrice.  To din one’s
foot, or wash onc’s steps in butter, honey, and ol b, is te
enjoy great prosperiiv, or great abundance of thesd
particular comforts. Stumbiing or slippirg cf the feet i)
implies the loss of comfort or hLepe; the falling into
sin, temptation, or troubie. To withdraw the oot k, is
to leave off a dangerous ov sinful practice. To reop
the feet I, is Lo wat:h over our afiections and conversa-
tion, in order to preserve them from sin and danger.
To open the fert, and scatter the way to strangers m,
implies great forwardness to whoredom or idolatry.
Stamping with the foot n, is expressive of great trouble
and anguish. Stamping donn, treading under foot o,
implies contempt, abuse, utter destruction. To lift
up the feet p. imports walking with speed, alertuess,
and joy. Yo lift up the heel ; to kick against g, im-
ports contemptucus treachery and rebellion, To kick
against the pricks r, is furioucly to cdend God, and in
jure his people, rotwithstending endnent warning
and danger. The iniquitics of our heels s, are the sins
of our daily converertion.  Steps, foolstepst, repre
seat the acts of our lifc, by which we set an example
to others.  To hear u, is to attend, to perccive, he af-
aProv.Xix. 24. #Is. xvi.11. ¢ Prov.xx. 5. 27. dPsal. cix. 18.
e Prov. xxvi. 7. fFEecl v.1. g Psal. Ixviii. 23. & Job xxix.6.
i Job xii. 5. 4 Prov. xxv. 17. Is. Iviii. 12, [ Eccl.v. 1. mBzek.

xvi. 25, nEzek, vi. 11. 7 W viii. 13, pGen. xxix. 1. ¢ Posl
xli. 9. rActsix. 5. o Psal xlix. 5. ¢ Songi. 8. ulIs:lv. 3.
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fected with. To see &, istodiscern, experience, enjoy,
quffer, feel. ‘Lo taste b, is to experience, kunow, fecl
the power of. To handle c, is to have a familiar knowl-
edge. To pant, hunger, thirst d, is to have a decyp,
painful sense of want; and an earnest desire and long-
ing. To stand e,imports a fixed condition; a bold
“appearance; earnest prayer. - Silting f, imports rest;
continuance ; and sometimes honor. 'To sit under onc’s
vine and fig-tree g, implies safety, prosperiiy, and
comfort. Lo $it <n the dust h, implies humility and
abasement.,  Dwelling i, implics fixed coatinuance,
and often that attended with pleasure and delight.
Walking k, represents the practice and couvetsation,
Being hid 1, is to be unknown, or protected. Clothing
or garments in, vepresent the practice, or what cleaves
close to us, as our garments and ornaments do.
2Men are compared to messanpyey a With
great care and diligence ouglit they te manage and
keep the field, the vineyard of their heart and conver-
sation.  They ought varnestly to break up the fallow-
ground of their soul j te labor after thorough convic-
tions ; and as they sow in the spring-tide of this life, so
shall they resp hereafter : these, that sow to the Spirit,
sow in righteousness, receive the righteousncssand
Spirit of Christ, and live agreeably thereto, shall reap
In merey, reap cverlasting life: and those, who sow to
the flesh; sow among thorns,—~live under the influ-
ence of sinful corruption and carnal carcs,—shall reap
endless misery. | _
3. Men are compared to BEAsTS 0. Their hodics
- are of the carth, earthy. How ignorant, stupid, and
 thoughtless are most of them! Mow vils, carnal : how
outragecus, untameable, hurtful ! How generally they
. care only for their body, and neglect the concerns of
M:t'tll(x)h:: \61 40 7 Psal. xxxiv. 8. ¢l John i. 1. d Psa} xlii. 1-
+¥. 6. ePsal.i. 5, 1 Kingsxvii. 1. S Roeviiiis 210 & Mic:

.4 Als.xlvii. 12 § Joel iij.<0. £2QCor. x. 3. [INah. 1ii. il
Job v, 21, mJude 923. n Hos. x.12. o Becl. iii. 18.

0
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their immortal, theiv rational soul! How often aye
even the worst horned with authority, and teethed
with power of doirg mischief ! How they roar like
lions! mouin sore like doves, who have lost their
mates! hjss Lke serpents! with anguish wail like
dragons! enlarge their baldness; mourn desperately;
and become stripped of all things like moulted eagles!
But blessed be the Lord, that now the Gentiles, as
well as Jews, are cleansed, and no man hasright to ex-
clude us from the ofier of a Saviyr,as common or un
clean. | '

- 4, They are compared to rowrs or Birps a. How
light and vain their disposition ! How-necessary their
dependence on air ! How great their stupidity ! their
readiness to be ensnared in the evil net of temptation!
How frequent their exposure to storms and hazards!
How unsettled their nests of carnal confidences, and
carthly enjoyments! What need of Jermovan forour
provider, director, and deliverer! And how quickly
must we wing our flight into the eternal state !

5.- They are compared to asses and wild assEsb,
How stupid aud unteachable! How exceedingly they
affect the wilderness of a present world ; and of a nat-
ural state ! Ilow they snuff up, and amuse themselves
with vanity ! How averse to restraints of their incline-
tion | —Stupendous ! hath God redeemed me, a wild
ass, with the death of his Son; his Lamb! Hath he
sent out my soul free ; and allowed me to drink my
fill of the river of life, that runs among the hills of di-
vine ordinances ! the range of the everlasting moun
tains is my pasture. Scorn, my soul, the multitudg of
the city ; be not conformed to the men of this world,
who act, as it they -had been born to make a noise,
‘and no moere. . , ol

6. They are compared to pEaD poGs ¢. How desti-
tute of power and life! How base! how vile, insig:
aDaniv.12. 5Jobxi.12.  ¢28am. ix. 8. 1 Sam. xxiv. ¥
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jifizant, and useless '—And Jdid the Son of God look
apon ! did he die for! did he cspouse such a dead
dogas Tam! Le: my tongue cleave to the roof of my
mouth, if I cease to publish the praises of his love.

7. They are compazerd to risues a. How astonishing
their multitude ! How diderent their disposition, their
station, porver, and guilt ! In the sea of this 'world, in
the sea of their natu.4l state, with what confusionand.
unconzern they live and a~t ! Ilow barbarously they
prey upon one ansther ; robbing every one his neigh-
bour of his zharastcr, property, orlife ! At last, how
caught inthe gospelnet, and drawn to Jesus! Or
caught in the net of trouble and punishment, and drawn
to infernal fire '—When, my Lord, shall I be fit for
drawing to the happy, the eternal shore ?

‘8. They are compared to worms b. Trom the
earth our bodies proceed : on it they live and move ;
and to it at death they relurn. How much we affect
carthly things! The heart of the carth, the grave, is
our long home, How insignificant is our value and
strength ! How daily are we obnoxious to ten thousand
dangers ! How easily affrighted or ruined ! How dif-
srent our tempers and disposition ! Some delight in
the dunghill riches and profits of this present world.
Others with pleasure wallow amidst uzsufferable cor-
raption, uncleinness, drunkenness, malice, and other
vices unmumbered. Some have a hypocriticel, a gil-
ded appearance, while their heart is filled with all un-
righteousuess. Some, as glow worms, shine only iis
the dark night of trouble or !ime: In distress kow gra-
cous, when pangs come upon them ! they fear the
Lord, and cry to him. How 1nany, as caterpillars and
caq}cer-\grorms, mar every thing good, which comes in
*heir way.! How many, asthe silk-worm, out of their
own bowels, spin a covering of self righteousness ! But
ah! how f>w liks her, spend themselves to be useful !~

a Hab., i. 13—=I[9. Matth. xiii. 47. 5 Job xxv. 6.




l‘e‘hm., my soud, one of these ; 'eadv “Lo spend and
be speni for Christ,

Y. David compares himgelf toa rreae. Hqw hard
for Saul to apprehend him ! And {0 how little pur-
~w05s¢, when done '-—-Avtomchmz' how, Lord, hast thou
pursied and laid hold on me! My goodness ettendeth
uol unto thee. O, why was not I cursed, with the en-
joyment of my mg.d wish, of vanity, of ﬁlth, of dlstance
Lrom Iny God !

10. Men are compared to prEsn b, Our body isa
teshy substause ; and how weak and frail are we!
What a source of inward corruption ! unless salted
with God’s purifying,his preserving,and sin-mortifying
inlluence, how quickly, especially in the summer of
prosperity, do we bhecome utterly corrupt ard mnei
some, with sinful habils, and wicked courses! How
quickly we die away tlo a state of corru®lion in the
grave l—Lord, what an insignifizant dog’s head am It
\) rectify me with thy grace ; and make me as season:

g,a8 purifying salt, to all around me.

11 Men are compared t0 FRUIT-BEARING TREES (v
According to the quality of our nature, such is the
fruit, the works, we hear in our life. If our heart br
unregnuemtcd every thing we do is evil fruit ; abom-
iration to the Lord ; we cannot cease from sm. Ir
our nature he cl.mwcd we cannot but in some degree
bring forth govd works; our persons being accepted,
in Umst our goad works must he well plea.smg in his

whb.—»“law iny soul, the axe is laid to thy root;
take heed, Ics t, for dly bad fruit, his judgments sud-
denly cut thcc off.

12. They arc compared to TRELS OF THE WO0OD d.
How high in pride, or in rtation, many of them tower!
How barren of good works?! How confused their or-
der ! How often one draws the sap from, and depress
oth his fellow ! Ilow sour ; how unprfitable, or hurt-

¢ 1Sam. xxiv. 4. b 1s. 54, 6, ¢ Matth. iii. 10.and, vit. IQ}-‘-"&
d Song i1, 3.
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ful their fruit ! What wild beasts of sinful corrup-
tions ot satanical fiends, lodge among them ! How
niany of them, after they are a while used, by divine
ptovidence, are cast into eternal fire ! How contempt-
ible, are all'of them, in comparicon of Jesus, the apple-
tree among the trees of the wood ! Now, my soul, the
axé of th€ gospel is laid to thy root, to cut thee off
from thy natura] stock ; quickly shall the axe of troub-
le, or death be Iaid'to my root; if I am found with-
oirt' Christ, how fearful shall be my fall ! my wo!
18. They aié compared to GrRass and PLOWERS a.
From one root, whit multitudes descend ! How fresh,
and ‘pleatant ; dpf'short.dived, our first appearance on
efrth ¥ How weak! how eusily endangered! how
qickly Ylastetl and withered by trouble! How often
in'thé ¥6p° of vur presperity, are we mowndown by
death,'and cast intg thic oven of divine vengeance!
ﬁnﬁ%r the in'o%tjj'ldo‘\mmg and rich appearance, how
élen hirk tﬁé"ﬁnﬁtﬁ'unsavmry lives and wicked hearts!
Uriderdd ufitighs % agpect. how often a” gracious dis-
poetidh ! Yr f-,h?..g)gif of 'the world, that lieth in
witkétiness, prow the most ; but in the church, the
most valuzble. And even here, afe not the flourish-
ing-saifts;'at their best, cropt off, and cut down hy
G2 e e @ :
”Hﬁ”'i‘hey‘" ¢ compared to LEavEs and srussLE .
Hol g It and unstihstantial! How quickly withered !
H¥weeadily s_?_luc!;éd'apd scattered by traubleordeath !
m"’gbsﬁy corched, or hiirnt up, by the fire of God’s
W“ﬁ.ﬁ;‘*?;’-“’-mw,- 'Eord, hagt thou pursued the leaf toss-
ekw"&;flfr_‘a ? “honured the dry stubble, to unite NE
to,’atre'fix J1e in thy Son ! Hare no fire can corsume,
ntd D08 ‘blagt tay drive me, away; neither height

m’.‘gf%u"p_ri.'ci ¥ l‘it}és_n‘or pow ers, can . separate me-
fcém_,*t "P’a*re’;}‘ '(g‘(a)ﬁ,vb'hi::h is in ChiristT cans my Lord.
44, They, are Jikened. to u Wi that passcth away c.

@ls.xl. 7.8, Jamesi. 10. 6Job. xiii. 25. ¢ Psal. Ixxvigi. 39°
02
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How unsvlid and flecting.! How proud; noisy, and
hoisterous ! How Dlasting. and hurtful ! How. sove.
reignly, at God’s pleastire, are they brought forth, and
managed on earth! Tlow he rides on them, as _instry,
wents of fulfilling his" ptrposes! | How quickly .thg
breath of his mouih blows'tNem into éternity ! Knows
cst thou, my soul, wherce I came? and whither

16. They are compared to POTTERY’, VRssgLs:C., Bes

ingformed out of the clay, accordiyig {0 the sovereign,
will %f God, how base zre they ‘irﬁ %ﬁemée?l’\'rg! ;hgvﬂr
.casily broken to pieces! how reasonably may God, at
his pleasure, make them vessels unta henor, or dishoy.,
or !—Blessed forevet, be the Lord ; ‘thaf thopsands.of
them are vessels of merey, afore prepared .unto . glorg,
17. They are compared {o Porsuerps b, How b;g%: |
en by sin! by trouble! ‘Tri themselves, how , uselem
and unprofitable ! how exposed to.the -vilest -debayer
ifient ! Never, ye frail, ye edéily destrayed, pg;plgpg.
of the earth, strive with your Maker let:not the. clay,
affront her Crcator.—Shall I, a’5roken- fof, a. worthn

less, bruised ‘nothing, be refitted, sanctified, and made
meet for the Master’'suse! .. AP

18. They are compared to EARTH, RUST, and: Asmy,
es ¢. Of carth we are formed ; ‘on earth we: live;
and to carth we return, by death. Naturallypurysf
tections cleave to earthly things, ~Ah I' holv.unfit Joa;
spirituzlmeditation? fot heavenly (feqrel'tfothquzgm
cisg! How basebefare God ! and, how misetablg, sjupldi
and uscless, {ill 'wquéiénﬁg’litened;'w.ifttere }u:armd.,
and nourished, with the'benign Tafluences ‘of bis, Spirk 1

19. Man’s soul is compared toa paRLNG ; ghilddel
Hotv eminently precious ¥ IIpw deay, it qught, to be tgr
us! Ought not,the watéhing. aver, , the feedipg, rfhe
giliding, the tleatising, thie clerpgl galsatjon theranfsto;
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be sur greab casd ; our principal business ! - Ior, what
., am k proﬁted,'}it 1 gam me whole world, anﬁ:ime 'my
own shwd 2. - tisps i) bl ety
2., Itis cem;:m‘erl ‘Lo a snm wzi Hew cm'lohsltq
fratue | How: ‘gredd its avorth | How’ extensivie its use !
With-what carerought it te be ‘bottonmedl in: Fesusand
his covenant. 160 be ¢lfansed fromy-al flthitess of desh
andispicis 11 dnid-often-repaimd withimew:strength and,
prace. from this .fnbiess of Christ | #fow.incapable to,
move heaveuward, without the gales of the Holy.
Ghost & Hsthe - broubled. sea of this warld, ebiv dxjo-
sed-to stvdlmg billows.of Adwersity.! to rocks of temps
tatiojt:{ 34 gohheties of S8atan ind i wicked men !-How
 serefullyiate ifs motiods. to be watched, and-its courie
directed:hy theord of God 4 To securc ahappy land—
_ingren«the. shores of immortality, how ncoessary is
fmuarichoring of faith and hape in Jesus, the. Rock of
ages, thhm the vail {Alas !.show many, the. neizlect
of proper hotdending qn Christ, the:negleet of .prbper
hadlast;of . hqmbhng grace, and of proper care “about
spiritanl thisgs, ‘bring ,to makg. shipwreck of tise doc-
trines of\fmth,padxﬁ 8 gedd conscience ! ait:to drown.
themsalves in. everlasting perdition -0, to swim' for
dwer in the.deeps o&evqiﬂsbmg 1ove, where t:het'e is:
neither. brink] noc bottard, surface, nor shove !+ . .
1131, sMian's qolibibi cempired: to.a sousk or ‘PALACE:
b. . Theh understariding : faenity is the windows v-the’
secaplive. ~copgoily. -ikthe. door : the wili, in-Ler su-
-preme regard, is the throne sin.or grace fs: thex furnie
tire s:: divimesparions; or. infermkficnds, are thelinkab-
itanta. i Glitis'sdmockiug dea-entrancewt the dovr, of i)
lsthlmoﬁ it by bis -pravidence ; inviting it by
hmm:orda; mud striving. fec it, by, :the conimon opera-’
tionsof chis Bpirit; i To.open the heakt Yo him, is to r