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ADVERTISEMENT.

L1 1s scarcely requisite to observe to the in-
teiligent reader of this work, that its object is
w0 afford a collective view of the opinions and
wractical objects of one of the most eminent
public men of his age, so far as these objects
and opinions are manifested in his writings and
speeches.

As 1t would be totally foreign to the ingenu-
ousness of an honourable mind, to take any
part in a pubiication so personally exhibiting
himself, it must be quite unnecessary for the
Editor to state, that Lord Brougham has no
connexion with this work, further than that he
forms the subject of it.

This book will be found, not cnly to embody
the most brilliant passages from his celebrated
speeches and writings, but also to unfold to the
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reader the gradual development of his lord-
ship’s mind, on those great questions in politics,
Iiterature, and science, in which learned men
of all countries, and all ages, must ever take a

lively interest.
‘The Editor has exercised great caution in the

extracts which have been made, relying only on
the most authentic reports of Lord Brougham’s

parliamentary and legal speeches. He confi-
dently trusts that the passages from the Edin-
burgh Review will be seen to offer such internal
evidences as will render their authenticity a
matter of no doubt with the reader.

In additicn to the selections, the Editor has
given a prefafory memoir, which, he feels ag-
sured, will be found morc complete, accurate,
and elaborate, than any that has hitherto ap-
peared, It contains very ample particulars
of hig lordship’s early, and also of his more
advanced life, with a philcaophical .apalysis of
his mind and writings.

London, April, 1837.
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LORD BROUGHAM.

To write the Biography of a certain class of public
men is a task comparatively easy. Draw out a
plain and prominent outline of their private personal
history, throw in a bold background of the political
events of the era in which they have moved, and
you complete the picture.

Lord Brougham is eminent among these potentates
of the world of mind. So completely is he identified
with the interests of his countrymen, that it would
be ‘mpossible to write his lif: without making the
groundwork of it a history of the age in which he
lived. The active part he has taken in the great
questions of Reform; the unwearied energy and
perseverance, and we may now add the success,
of his efforts in the great national cause of the
Education of the People; the peculierity of the

B
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position which he held, in the early part of his career,
as regarded the Royal Family; and, lastly, (though
it be by no means the last in importance,) his won-
derful acquirements, and the power of mind by which
he has been all along enabled to display them in
such brilliancy ;=all these causes have combined to
attach to the name of Lord Brougham an interest
of no ordinary kind. Indeed, he is deservedly the
object of this interest ; for although even his warmest
admirers admit that he has defects, none, not even
his political enemies, hesitate for one moment to
accord the homage due {0 his great talents, and fo
testify to their conviction that he is a man of no
common order.

Henry BrouGHAM is the eldest son of Henry
Brougham Esq.,, of Scales Hall, in Cumberland,
and Brougham Hall, in Westmorland, Ly Eleanor,
only child of James Syme, D.D. and niece of Dr.
Robertson, the celebrated histonan.

He . is the representative of one of the most
ancient families in Cumberland and Westmorland.
It was resident in the same spot before the Con-
quest ; for we find that in the reign of Edward the
Confessor, Walter de Burgham was in possession of
the manor of Burgham ; and that it was afterwards
restored to him, though upon another tenure, in the
reign of the Conqueror. In the 22nd. of Henry
I, Odard de Burgham was Lord of the Manor,
and was third i1n command of those officers who

were fined for giving up Appleby Castle to the
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Scots. In the reigns of William 1II., George 1.,
and George 1I., the heads of the family were High
Sheriffs of Cumberland. Thus an aristocrat by
birth, the strength of mind required for the reception
and maintenance of opinions tending so much to the
depreciation of the honours derived from birth alone,
as those of Lord Brougham have done, was great.
- Mr. Brougham had five other children busides
the present Lord. James, successively M.P. for
Tregony, Downton, and Winchelsea; PETER, who
died in 1800 at St. Salvadore on his pussage to the
Kast Indies ; JorN, a wine merchant at Edinburgh,
who died at Boulogne in 1829 ; WiLLIAM, late fellow
of Jesus College Cambrilge, afterwards M.P. for
Scuthwark, and now a Master in Chancery; and
Mary. Lorp Broueaam wasborn in St, Andrew’s
Square, Edinburgh, on the 19th September 1779,
and he received the rudiments of education at the
High-school of the town, then under the direction
of Dr. Adam. At the age of fifteen, he entered the
University. Here he very soon became a member
of a debating club, where he early exhibited proofs
of those remarkable oratorical powers, which have
since made him so distinguished in the world.
When little more than sixteen years of age his
mental powers were sufficiently developed, and that
too, in branches of knowledge seldom mastered in
youth, to enable him to compose a paper containing
a series of optical experiments, and an exposition of
principles connected with that science. This re-
B 2.
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markable production of precocious intellect was
thought so worthy of attention, that it was printed in

the Philosophical Transactions of the Royal Society
for 1796. In 1798, he sent another communication,

having for its object the development'-pf certain
principles and views of geometry, which, also
printed in the Philosophical Transactions, excited
considerable interest in the scientific world ; so much
so that the vanity of the juvenile author was gratified
by the publication of a reply by Professor Prevost of
Geneva, 23 well as by favourable notices in several
continental publications.  In addition to these
palpable evidences of early proficiency, he carried
on a correspondence in Latin, on scientific subjects,
with several of the most distinguished philosophers
on the continent.  One of the speedy consequences
of these studies, and thelr fruits, was, that in March
1603 he was elected a fellow of the Royal Society,
although his formal admission did not take place till
the spring of 1804.

A characteristic anecdote 1s told of him while
at college. It was a custom with himself and a
few of his companions, to meet periodically at the
house of Professor Robison of Edinburgh, where,
among other amusements, they all drew lots for
subjects on which each was to have an essay prepared
by the next day of meeting. This was done for practice,
of course. It happened on one evening that Mr.
Brougham did not armve at the appojnted time, so
that his companions at last drew lots, leaving one
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unopened for him. When he arrived, he did not
much like this unceremonious mode of disposirz of
his chance, and he showed symptoms of annoyance.
His chagrin was not a little increased when he found,
onh opening the paper, that the subject allotted to him,
was a very abstruse question in chemistry, to which
- science he had not at that time paid any attention.
The Professor seeing him perplexed, encouraged him,
“ Come, come Brougham,” said he, “ 1 am quite
sure you will do it if you try.’”’ The result was that
he applied himself to study the subject, and not-
withstanding that he was at the time actively engaged
in other intellectual pursuits, he at the expiration of
& few days produced a paper, the research, ability,
and brilliancy of which, drew down the most hearty
applause from the Professor, and.placed it above
all competition with the other essays,

While he was yet a young man, Mr. Brougham
left Edirburgh,and accompanied Mr.Stuart, (now Lord
Stuart de Rothsay), on a tour through the noerthern
countries of the continent. 'This was necessanly
of essential service to him, contributing, as it did,
to rub off the rust acquired during a scholastic
life, while it tended to that expansion .of the mind
which foreign travel invariably produces.

H.: return from this tour was the time chosen for
his call to the Scotch bar, where his peculiar talents
and marked individuality soon distinguished him from
the crowd, and rendered him an object of favourable
speculation among his brother barristers, as well as

L
W
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to such of the public as had an opportunity of wit-
nessing his exertions. His searching sarcasm, his
withering irony, his gruppling argumentative powers,
all those qualities which, augmenting tlie volume of
his vast learning, and the quickness of his, legal ap-
titude, afterwards made him the most singular man
of his age, were here first nursed into life and activity.
Long, indeed, before his name had become fami-
liar among his countrymen, and his fame had flown
abroad into the world, his admiring friends, -and ' the
more deep-thinking ohservers ameng the publie, had
predicted for him a briliant and & useful caresr.

The vast store of knowledge, of men, in literature
and in law, which he had amassed during the earlier
years of his life, and that irrepressible desire of com-
municating his ideas~of engaging in mental conflict,
whether with men or with the principles of their
knowledge-~which seems to have all along been a
necessity of the nature of the man, soon found a
vent ‘more open and appropriate than that which
the Becotch courts of law presented ; for it was
chout this time that he became a member of a lite-
rary -society, since celebrated, called the Specu-
lative Club, * Of this fraternity, Dr. Southey,
the late Mr. Francis Horner, Mr. Jeffrey, afterwards
the able editor of the Edinburgh Review, and now
a Scotch Judge, Mr. Murray, now the Lord Advocate,
the late Lord Kinnaird, and other men, who after-
wards became distinguished for their talents or their
political acts, were members. Hore the ‘restless
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activity of the growing mind of the young advocate
found « field for its exertion ; for here he had to con-
tend with inteliects as powerful, if not so prac-
tised, as his own. The recollection of the bril-
iant displays to which these contests of eloquence
snd of learning led, still sheds a light on . the
. early remembrances of those distinguisbhed indi~
viduals. .

- In the year 1802 was established the Edinburgh
Review, of which Mr. Brougham became one of the
chief eontributors, in conjunction with Mr. Jeffray,
Mr. Horner, Sir James Mackintosh, Mr. Macaulay,
and other prominent political and literary characters.
The confidence, the habits of research, by this ren-
dered necessary, were exactly what a young and
perhaps too ardent mind required, to give it strength
and tone. .

-In- 1803 Mr. Brougham published ¢ An Inquiry into
the Colonial Policy of the European powers.” A notice
of the literary merits of this work will be found else-
where ; it 18 merely necessary here to say that its
a~ rance immediately drew the eyes of the pub-
L. snits author. They began to inquire who it
was that, in the comparative obscurity of a northern
city, could have lit up so bright a flame; and the
reputation of Mr. Brougham, which hitherto, although
great in degree, had been confined in extent, began
from this time to grow general. A man has made
a long stride in the world, when his fellow country-
men-begin to know hira by name, and look for his
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periodical appearance before them. Besides being
noticed in the nortliern periodicals, the book was re-
viewed with care, though not with much ability,

in the Monthly Review for 1806.
Many circumstances had now concurred‘io raise

the reputation of Mr. Brougham at the Scotch bar to
e height, great when compared with his youth and
the shortness of his career. But the preferment and
fame to be there won was not calculated to enchain

¢he ambitton of so grasping & mind ; and he therefore
soon turned his attention to England, where there w4ds
something like a fair field for his exertions, and where
the striking political erisis, that was now approaching
with rapid strides, presented temptations to still
more exalted hopes. At this time, too, his being
engaged in the case of Lady Kssex Ker, in the
celebrated litigation which involved the title and
~ estates of the Dukedom of Roxburgh, required
his personal attendance at the bar of the House
of Lords, where his pleading attracted great no-
tice. Accident, however, which ha: so often fa-
voured great men, at last, if report may be believed,
gave the desired impulse to the rising advocate. It
is said, that on an occasion, when he was pleading
in one of the courts of Edinburgh, he in some way
exceeded, in the warmth of his advoeacy, the strict
conventional forms. This drew down upon him a
reprimand from the Judge, of s0 personal a nature,
that Mr. Brougham, in disgust, threw up his brief
and resolved to retire from practice there. He was
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soon afterwards called to the English bar by the
Honourable Society of Lincoln’s Inn: -and his
removal to London, in 1807, led to an extensive
practice in the Courts of Westminster Hall.

On the 16th of March 1808, he appeared - at the
bar of the House of Lords, as counsel for the mer-
chants of London, Liverpool and Manchester, who
" had prayed to be heard against the orders in council
which, they complained, seriously injured their
American trade. He opened the case in a short
speech, which, and the examination of witnesses,
occupled until the first of April. On that day, and
on the 6th of the same month, he addressed their
iordships on behalf of his clients in & speech of five
hours’ duration. Its eloquence and argumentative
ability were such, that although he was unsuccessful,
it gained himn considerable reputation. He had chosen
the northern circuit, on which Mr. Park, afterwards
Mr. Justice Park, and Sir James Scarlett, took the
lead. It was not long before he obtained a large
share of the leading business. His family connec-
tions in the north of England, of course, much as-
sisted in this; but great talents were requisite, in
order successfully to compete with men of such
acknowledged legal ability.

It is a singular fact, that the man who was after-
wards so able a champion of Parliamentary Reform,
should have owed his first seat in the House of
Commons to that pocket influence of which he so
much disapproved. It was in 1810 that, through the

B 3
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influence of the Farl of Darlington (now Duke of
Cleveland) he was returned for Camelford, onthe
vacancy occurring which was caused by the raising
of the present Marquis of Lansdown to the. peerage.
Hisfirstspeech, an extractfrora which,commences this
collection, was delivered on the 5th of March \,‘lBlO A
and, as is usual with first speeches, did not ptoduce
the effect that was expected from his high forensic
reputation. But the truth is, that whatever may
have been the previous ability or confidence of the
aspirent for senatorial honours, the atmosphere of
the house, and the total newness of the situation,
almost preclude the display of eloquence.  Any at-
tempt, indeed, at the accomplishment of what must
be 50 out of place, would argue the absence of that
good sense, the exercise of which is the best substi-
tute for fine speaking on such occasions. Success is
almost impossible ; for while, on the one hand, the
new speaker has in view the extravagant expectations
formed for him by his admirers and friends, on the
other he has to contend against the conscious want
of that confidence, which 1is, after all, the key to
triumph. It i1s to be remarked, however, in the
case of Mr, Brougham, that while his address was
quiet and unassuming, and wholly undistinguished
by that lava-like eloquence which he afterwards dis-
- played, 1t was a soundly argumentative speech, well
atmed at the matter in hand. It was delivered, also,

* On Mr. Whitbread's motion respecting the Earl of Chatham.
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in the assertion of a great constitutional principlg
itself a peculiar feature in all Lord Brougham’s pub-
lic speeches: for he has never, during the whole
courze of his political life, prostituted his talents fo
mere party speaking. It called forth an eulogium
from Mr. Adam during the debate.

Mr. Brougham’s nex¢ parliamentary effort was on
the 15th of June following, when he addressed the
House on the subject of tne continuance of the Slave
trade,—which, notwithstanding the Abolition Act,was
still carried on to a great extent as well by our own
subjects as by foreign nations. Mr. Brougham con-
cluded by moving an address, beseeching His Majesty
to take such steps as would effectually put an end to
the traffic in slaves. Here, he shone out with a
peculiar lustre; and whatever doubt might have
been raised as to his ultimate success in Parliament
from the unassuming tone of his first speech, was
instantly dispelled. = Imperfect as the art of
reporting was at that time, the extracts which we
have subjoined will effectually convince the reader
that there was no want of matter in the speech,
even though the reporl;er may have failed to convey
the peculiarities, or the force, of style. 'I‘he address
was agreed to without a division.

- In 1811 Mr. Brougham turned his attentlon to
the subject of the currency.. He addressed the
House at great length, and with considerable ability,
on a motion which had: for its object to prevent gold

coin from being paid, or received, for more than its
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current value. The resolutions which lie proposed
were negatived without a division; but great im-
pression was produced on those in the House not
already pledged to support the measures. of the
Crown, by the plain and indisputable. exposition
which he gave of the real causes of the fiuctuations in
the currency, and of the general distress resulting from
them. He also spoke on the question of the Admi-
nistration of Justice in Trinidad, and on that of
Flogging in the Army.

During this year 1811, Mr. Brougham was also,
engaged in a legal cause, his mode of eonducting
which added much to his celebrity. A criminal in-
formation had been filed against Messieurs Hunt,
the conductors of the Examiner newspaper, for an
alleged libel, in an article commenting with great
severity, and 1n very strong language, on the practice
of Flogging in the Army. This article had been
copled into the paper from the Stamford News: but
the violent political bias of the government of the
day, induced them to select this talented liberal jour-
nel for prosecution, althcugh the original fabricator
of the supposed libel was at hand. Mr. Brougham’s
known legal ability, especially in causes where the
subject matter was of a political nature, as well as
the prominent part which he had taken in the de-
bates on military flogging, pointed him out as the
~most fit person to defend a prosecution of this sort.
Accordingly, be conducted the defence, and deli-

- vered,. on hehalf of. his clients, one of the most
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energetic and effective speeches he had. yet been
known to make. He was several times interrupted
‘n the course of his address by irrepressible bursts of
applause from the auditors; and it drew forth
encomiums from the attorney general, and from
Lord Ellenborough, who presided. The result was,
~that although the judge’s summing up was decidedly

against the defendants, and although he declarcd his
opinion that the article was libellous, the jury
found them not guilty. The learned geatleman was
afterwards specially retained to defend Mr. John
Drakard, the proprietor of the Stamford News,
who was also prosecuted for the same article. Here
again he made a speech whicl, if possible, surpassed
his former efforts; yet, although the line of defence
adopted was exactly the same as in the case of the
Messrs. Hunt, the resuit was different, and the
defendant was found guilty.

During the FPorliamentary Session of 1812, My,
Brougham teok an active part in the debates, on all
questions of anymoment. Among otherswere those on
the East India company’s affairs; the negociations for
forming & new administration; the bill for -better
securing the preservation of the peace ; and especially
that on the leather tax, in which the ministers were
pressed very hard, having only a majority of eight.
His prineipal effort this session, however, was upon
the question of the orders in council. On the 8rd.
of March he introduced the question to the House,
and although his motion was negatived by two hun-
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dred and sixteen, to one hundred and forty four, yet
on the 28th of April, Lord Stanley obtained the ap-
pointment of a committee to inquire into the state of
trade and manufactures, partlcularly with reference
io the operation of the orders n council., Mr.
Brougham took a very active part in the proceédmga
of this committee, which sat for six weeks. On the .
16th of June following he moved, in the House of
Commons, an address to the Prince Regent, pray-
ing him to repesl, or suspend, the orders in council.
His speech, on the occasion, was a master-piece of
argumentative eloquence, and it had the effect, al-
though the motion was withdrawn, of inducing the
minister to promise that the wishes of the mer-
chants shouid be complied with. On the 23rd of the
same month the orders were rescinded, so far as they
affected the {rade with America. On several other

... oceasions, also, during thle same session, his par-

‘Hamentary displays attracted great notice, particularly
his speech on the 2nd of June, on the subject of
the Droits of the Admiralty which, he maintained,
had been unconstitutionally misapplied for many

years.
It was in October, in the year 1812, that Mr

Brougham contested Liverpool with Mr. Canning.
General Gascoyne was the other candidate on the
Tory interest, and Mr. Creevy was the other on
the liberal side. Party spirit ran very high at
the time and public attention was very much at-
tracted to the contest. The following description
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of the scenes which took place. on the spot, is from
an eye witness.

¢ Mr. Brougham’s abode, in Clayton square, and
Mr., Canning’s, in Rodney street, were attended
every evening by an iminense concourse of persons;
of all ranks, and both sexes, In order to hear the
speeches which the two candidates severally ad-
dressed to thei: respective partizans, at the close of
each day’s poll. Mr. Brougham’s speeches were
chiefly concerning the circumstances of the election ;
though he occasionally introduced observations on
public affairs, and on the then awiul state of the
country, which exhibited specimens of the most
glowing and impressive eloquence, of the most ex-
tensive views, and the most profound reflection.
Mr. Canning spoke of Mr. Brougham with the ut-
most respect, professing a high admiration and regard
for his talents and character. About eleven o’clock

on the 15th of October Mr. Brougham and Mr.
Creevy, finding the majority against them too great,
withdrew from the contest, and the former, in a
speech from the hustings, took leave of his brother
candidates with the strongest expressions of kindness
and good will, disdaining every sentiment of per-
sonal opposition or animosity. Mr. Canning seemed
greatly affected with this address, and extended his
hand to his opponent with the warmest cordiality.”

Mr. Brougham’s failure at Liverpool induced him
to offer himself for the Inverkeithing district of
Scotch boroughs, but here also he was unsuccessful.
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From this time, until the year 1816, he continued
out of Parliament. In the latter year, he sat for
Winchelsea, also a borough in the patronage of the
Earl of Darlington; and during the Session he took
part in all the most important discussions in the
House of Commons. We would particularly refer
the reader to the extracts, in the following pages,
from a ‘amous speech of his on the subject of
Agricuitural distress ; they carry with them
their own critical passport. On the 8th May he
introduced a bill on the subject of the Law of
libel, which, had it passed the House, would have
effected ameliorations, then most desirable. On
the 21st, in a memorable speech, he moved for
a Committee to inquire into the state of the education
of the lower orders of the metrcpolis. On the 20th
of June he presented the report of this committee,
from which it appeared that there were, at this time,
no less than one hundred and twenty thousand chil-
drea in London wholly destitute of education. In
the vacation of the same year, having been appointed
one of the legal advisers of the Princess of Wales,
and having occasion to see her on the Continent, he
availled himself of the opportunity to visit the
establishments of Fellenberg and Pestalozzi, at
Berne and Yverdun. That he took a lively interest
in them 1s mianifest, from his having described them,
on more than one occasion, in his speeches.

Having given such very copious extracts from all
the speeches made by Mr. Brougham during his
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long Parliamentary career, we do not think it neces-

sary here to enumerate them. Those passages speak
for themselves. In 1817, and in 1818, he was ac-

tively engaged in parliamentary labours. In the
month of September in the latter year, he published
a letter to Sir Samuel Romilly, on Abuses in Cha-
rities, which ran through ten editions in the course
of a few months. Shortly before, at the general
election, he had unsuccessfully contested Westmor-
1and, against the great interest of the Lowther
family.

The year 1819 has furnished us with most inter-
esting materials, We allude particularly to the
powerful and strenuous opposition he gave to the
“ six acts” of Lord Castlereagh’s Administration ;
and to the debate on Mr. Owen’s plan for ameliorating
the condition of society.

This brings us to the year 1820; an important
era 1n the life of Lord Brougham. Here it will be
necessary for us to take a view of the history of
the unfortunate Queen Caroline, prior to our calling
the attention of our readers to Mr. Brougham’s
magnificent oration in her defence, from which we
have made such copious extracts. It was during
the Duke of York’s campaign, that he hecame ac-
quainted with his uncle, the Duke of Brunswick,
to whose court and family he was introduced.
When he returned to England he was loud in his
praises of the Princess Caroline, whose personal
charms had made the most favourable impres-
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sions on his mind., These impressions were conveyed
to the Prince of Wales, and to the King; and the
former was urged to make an offer of marriage. The
Prince was at first ‘averse to entertain the subject,
but being very much harassed by his creditors, and
being obliged to discharge some debts of honeur, he;
on the condition that the King would promise, in
writing, to discharge all his debts on his marriage,
consented that the negotiations on the subject should
be commenced. When a man takes a wife, for
no other purpose than to liquidate his debts, we
need not feel surprised, if but little happiness
result from the union. On the Princess’s side there
existed also obstacles, for she had fixed her affections
on & German prince whom she could not marry,
This interest, indifference, and second love, held out
but an unpropitious prospect for the royal pair. To
show the state of her Serene Highness’s mind prior
to the union, we cannot do better than make a
quotation from a letter which she addressed to one
of her countrywomen, resident in England. This
letter is dated, November 28th, 1794. She says,
“You are aware my friend, of my destiny : I am about
entering into & matrimonial alliance with my first
cousin, George, Prince of Wales. His generosity
I regard, and his letters bespeak a mind well culti-
vated and refined. My uncle is a good man, and 1
love him very much, but I feel that I shall never be
inexpressibly happy. Estranged from my connex-
10ns, my associates, my friends—all that I hold dear
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and 7alaable, I am about enfering on a permanent
connexion. I fear for the consequences, yet I esteem
and respect my future husband, and I hope for great
kindness and attention. But, ah me! I say some-
times I canuot love him with ardour: Iam indiffer-
ent to my marriage, but not averse to it ; I think I
shall be happy, vut I fear my joy will not be enthu-
siastic. The man of my choice, I am debarred from
possessing, and I resign myself to my deatiny. I am
attentively studying the English language; I am
acquainted with it, but I wish to speak it with
fluency. I shall strive to render my husband happy,
and to interest him in my favour, since the fates will
have it that I am to be Princess of Wales,” -
" On the 4th of April 1795, the future Queen of
England arrived off Gravesend, and on the following
morning she landed at Greenwich Hospital. Infour .
days after her arrival, her marriage with the Prince
was duly solemnized at the Royal Chapel, St.
James’s, with considerable pomp and splendour. .

It is not compatible with the object we have in
view, in writing this memoir, to enter minutely into
‘a detail of all the circumstances connected with
the public and private life of the unfortunate Queen
whose cause Lord Brougham so nobly and ably
advocated ; it is sufficient for our purpose to take
a cursory glance at the events connected with the
Queen, with which his Lordship was more imme-
diately associated.

It was during the absence of the Queen, after a
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separation from her husband, on a continental tour,
that reports extremely prejudicial to her character

reached the King's ear.
In 1814 she quitted England for the C'ontment,

assumed the title of Countess of Wolfenbuttel,

and visited various parts of Italy and Germany.: At
Milan, she took into her service an Italian named
Bertolomeo Bergami, in the capacity of courier; bug
he was soon raised from that menial situation to
the office of chamberlain, and all the members of his
family, with the exception of his wife, obtained em-
ployment in the Princess’s household.

It was during the latter portion of her residence
on the Continent, that reports unfavourable to the
Princess, found their way into the papers, and reached
the ear of the Prince Regent ; and these reports gave
origin to the celebrated Milan commission. The

individuals who were selected to inquire into the
alleged misconduct of the Queen were, Mr. Leach,
the late master of the Rolls; Mr. Cook, & barrister;
Mr. Powell a gentleman of private fortune; Colonel
Brown, and Lord Stuart. A person of the name of
Vamercati was appointed the Italian agent, and to
this man, it is said, the great part of the arrangement
of this affair was intrusted. -

The whole of the year 1818 was occupied by
the exertions of the Milan commission. The
Princess was surrounded by enemies, secret and
avowed, and it was ouly at the desire of Mr.
Brougham, and some other friends, that she was
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induced to remain on the Continent. Although
the report of the commissioners was unfavourable to
the Princess, the Prince took no decided steps unti!
the demise of George IIl. rendered it imperative
that some final arrangement should be agreed upon.
A few days after the death of George IIl. Mr.
Brougham, the Queen’s legal adviser, dispatched
Mr. Sicard with the intelligence; and also with
directions as to the course which he considered it
necessary for her to pursue. In reply to Mr.
Brougham’s communication, she stated that it was her
intention to return to England immediately, to con-
front her enemies ; and she directed him, at the same
time, to obtain for her the palace of the late Queen,
in the Green Park. Preparatory to the Queen’s
starting for England, Mr. Brougham was requested
by her to meet her at (Geneva; but his numerous
engagements preventing him from acceding to this
invitation, he wrote to the Queen advising her imme-
diately to direct her steps towards England. As soon
as Lord Liverpool and the Ministry were made
acquainted with the Queen’s movements, everything
was done that could suggest itself to their minds, to
prevent her from leaving the Continent. Lord
Hutchinson, the friend of the King, and selected on
the part of the Government to conduct the negotia-
tions, accompanied by Mr. Brougham, met the
Queen at St. Omer. The offers made to the Queen
by Lord Hutchinson were indignantly refused, and
she positively declared, that it was her immediate
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intention to proceed to England, notwithstanding
the declaration made to her by his Lordship, that it
was ‘the mtention of the government to commence
proceedings against her, should she carry her mten-
tion into effect. On the 5th of June 1820, Queen
Caroline landed at Dover, and & succession of
triumphs followed her until ehe arrived in Londopﬁ
After a prolonged discussion in both houses of
parliament, respecting the alleged misconduct of the
Queen, & committee consisting of the Duke of
Wellington, and Lord Castlereagh on the part of
the King, and Mr. Brougham, and Mr. Deaman, as
friends of the Queen, was appointed tc negotiate the
matter with the Queen, to bring about an amicable
arrangement: As this negofiation was productive of
no good result, the Queen boldly demanded a public
inquiry into the truth of all the charges brought
against her. It thus became necessary to send out a
commissioner to Italy, to collect evidence on behalf
of the Queen; and Mr.Henry was selected to carry
this into effect. Every obstacle, however, was thrown
in the way of his effecting the purpose of his mis-
tress, and the Queen was thereby deprived of many
witnesses who, it was alleged, would have been able
wholly to refute the depositions of the parties pro-
cured by the exertions of the Milan commissioners.
On the 5th of July, Lord Liverpcol brought in a
bill of pains and penalties, founded on the reports of
the committee of inquiry, against the Queen, by
which she was impeached of adultery with Bergami.
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On the-21st of August witnesses (chiefly her former
servants) were called to substantiate the charges, and
the case in support of the bill closed on.September
the 7th. The Queen’s defence, conducted by Mr,
Brougham and Mr. Denman (now Lord Denman Chief
Justice the Court of King’s Bench) occupied forty-
nine days, and ended on November 6th. The second
reading of the bill was cerried by a majority of 28;
and the third by a majority of nine only. On the
result of the third reading, the Ministry abandoned
the measure altogether. |

During the proceedings, the popularity of the
Queen continued unabated. Addresses poured in
upon her from all quarters, and scarcely a day
elapsed in which the road to her residence was not
thronged with thousands of people r.3sembled to pay
her homage. The abandonment of-the bill of * Pains
and Penalties” was celebrated by the Queen’s going
to St. Paul’s, attended by a vast concourse of people,
to return thanks for her deliverance from “¢ a con-
spiracy against her honour and life.”

During the whole of this celebrated trial Mr.
Brougham’s popularity was unbounded ; crowds of
people daily congregated about his house, and fol-
lowed his carriage, to the House of Lords. On
several occasions they attempted to take the horses
from the carriage and drag it in triumph through the
metropolis; but Mr. Brougham expressed his dis-

like to this step, and, of course, the 1dea was aban-
o doned.
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- In the Morning Chronicle of October 5th 1820, we
find the following just eulogium on Mr. Brougham’s

speech on the trial :—
-« As a display of eloquence, it will bear a com-

parison with the most celebrated eflorts of any age.
We know not whether most to admire the power or
the judgment and the taste of the speaker. It
would be difficult to name an instance, in the history
of modern eloquence atleast, inwhich highexcellence
was so totally free from the alloy of imperfections.
In some of the most celebrated displays of late
times, it is impossible not to perceive that the
speaker was as often thinking how he should him-
self appear to thehighest advantage, as how he should
best promote the interests of his client. The most
admired flights of Curran, for instance, may frequently
be said to be flights from the cause of his client, calcu-
lated rather for the gratification of an unconcerneu
audience, thau for producing a suitable impression
on those whom he was more immediately addressing.
Even in the celebrated speech of Sheridan in the
case of Warren Hastings, at least in all the versions
of it, there is often a good deal of turgidity and mis-
placed appeals to the feelings—a good deal of strain-
ing after flaming imagery. From these dulcia vitia
Mr. Brougham is perfectly free. It may truly be
said of him, that he never utters a sentence which is
not dictated by the interests of the party for whom

he 1s contending.”
In 1822, on the 11th of February, Mr. Brougham
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moved a resofution in the House of Commons for
the consideration of the public burthens, particu-
larly those pressing on the agricultural interest. In
the speech which preceded his motion, he displayed
the most complete knowledge of his subject—ex-
plained fully the causes of the great depression that
had succeeded the war; and recommended reduction
of the public expenditure. The mnotion, however,
was negatived by 212 to 108.

On the 24th June, in the same year, he moved a
resolution condemnatory of the unconstitutional in-
fluence of the crown in the government; but this
was also negatived by 216 to 104.

In the debate on the King’s Speech, at the open-
ing of the session of 1823, he delivered a speech on
the subject of the machinations of the Holy Alliance,
that must have been ¢ gall ard wormwood to the
enemy.’”’ It was, undoubtedly, the most complete
exposure of the position of those armed despots, as
regarded the liberties of Europe, that had ever been
delivered in that house.

In this volume, too, will be found some extracts
from his celebrated speech in defence of Ambrose
Williams, who was tried at the summer assizes at
Durham, on Tuesday August 6th, 1822, before Mr.
Baron Wood and a special jury, for a libel on the
clergy, contained in the Durham Chronicle of August
18, 1821. This speech, it is said, was not only re-
ported by a gentleman of high reputation as a re-
porter, but Mr. Brougham lent his aid in correcting

C
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1t ; and so fastidiously did he polish his production
for the press that, in the judgment of many, it has
been injured by an excess of care. Mr. Brougham
is represented to have once said at Mr. M. A. Tay-
lor’s table, that he never made a speech, either in
parliament or at the bar, so completely to his own
satisfaction, as that in defence of Ambrose Williams.
The case for the prosecution was conducted by Sir
J. Scarlett (now Lord Abinger).

On April 17th of the same year, the celebrated,
and at the time, much-talked of fracas took place in
the House of Commons, between Brougham and
Canning. On that day, several petitions were pre-
sented to the House, concsrning concessions to the
catholics, which gave rise to an animated discussion
on the subject, during which Sir Francis Burdett
made a furious attack upon Mr. Canning, for his
alleged defection from the cause of emancipation.
Sir Francis Burdett, in his speech, observed that the
Right Hon. Secretary (Mr.: Canning) had stated,
that it was impossible the catholic claims could ever
be conceded. Mr, Canning was also accused of
practising a deception upon the country and the
House of Commons. It was stated, by Sir F. Bur-
dett, that Mr. Canning had only made use of the
Catholic question, because it afforded him a happy
theme for the display of his rhetoric, and that “he had
endeavoured to catch a breath of the fleeting god of
popularity, by affecting, in this instance, to be the
advocate of liberal principles.”

Mr. Canning, in his reply to Sir F. Burdett, denied
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that he had ever said that he considered the success
of the Catholic question as hopeless. After defend-
ing himself at some length, he concluded his speech
by observing that, with respect to the observations
which had been made upon his conduct, he asserted
that both in and out of office, but more espe-
cially whilst out of office, he had done every-
thing to promote the success of this great cause.
After Mr. Peel had defended his conduct upon this
subject, Mr. Brougham rose and spoke, an.' with
more than usual ardour of manner, poured out =
stream of warm eulogy upon Mr. Peel, and of bitter
invective against those members of the cabinet, who,
pretending zeal for the Catholic question, abandoned
it to itsfate. After speaking, at some length, with
considerable eloquence, in favour of -the Catholic
clairns, and derouncing those who pretended to be
the friends and advocates of the Catholics, yet
secretly opposed their emancipation, he, turning to
the ministerial bench, and looking Mr. Canning fullin
the face, accused him of having exhibited * a speci-
‘ men—the most incredible specimen—of monstrous
¢ truckling, for the purpose of obtaining office, that
« the whole history of political tergiversation could
“ furnish.” Mr. Canning rose frc.n his seat, and
with considerable vehemence observed,— 1 rise to
say that this 1s false.”

At this, Mr. Brougham resumed his seat. After
the lapse of a few minutes, during which perfect
stillness prevailed in the house, the speaker said, in

c 2
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a low tone, that he hoped the Hon. Secretary would
retract the expressions he had used. An individual
of his high rank and station could not fail to be
aware that such an expression was a complete vio-
lation of the orders and customs of the House.

At this, Mr. Canning expressed his regret at
having, in the warmth of the moment, used any words
which were a violation of the decorum of the House ;
but he declared, that no consideration on earth should
induce him to retract the sentiment. An animated
conversation ensued between the different members
on the subject. The Chancellor of the Exchequer
asked Mr. Brougham to consider for a moment the
language he had used, and he would see, that it
would not have been borne by one gentleman from
another, He wished Mr. Brougham to admit that
the expression he had made use of was not intended
to convey a personal insult, and thus allow Mr. Can-
ning to retract, without any compromise of his
honour, the language which had called forth the
animadversions of the Speaker.

The Speaker followed up the suggestion of the
Chancellor of the Exchequer, and requested Mr.
Brougham to explain the words which he had used.
Mr. Tierney and Lord Archibald Hamilton defended
Mr. Brougham, and observed, that Mr. Canning was
not in a condition to call for an explanation of any
ambiguous phrases that had been applied to him,
until he had retracted that expression which was a
violation of the orders of the House.
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Mr. Bankes then moved, that both parties be
committed to the custody of the Sergeant-at-Arms.
During all this time, Mr. Brougham remaired silent,
except that, when Mr. Wynn requested him to state
what was really the intention of his language, Mr.
Brougham refused to give one word of explanation;
Mr. Canning had declared that he would not re-
tract his words ; and it was impossible to call on Mr.
Brougham to be the first to explain. In this situa-
tion of things, there seemed to be no other course
than that proposed by Mr. Bankes. It was one, how-
ever, which the House was unwilling to adopt. The
manager of the House of Commons in the custody
of the Sergeant-at-Arms, would have been a novel
spectacle. At last, Sir Robert Wilson hit upon a
mode of smoothing down the difficulties, by pro-
posing that Mr. Canning should make a conditional
retractation, so as to enable Mr. Brougham to dis-
avow any purpose of personal offence. Sir Robert
observed, that he was satisfied that the expressions
that had fallen from his learned friend (Mr. Brougham)
were addressed to the Right Hon. Secretary in his
official character, either as Governor-General of
India, or as Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs;
and that the interruption of the Right Hon. Gentle-
man arese only from the conviction of the moment
that the expression was personal, and no otherwise
intended. Taking this view of the case he considered
that Mr. Canning might, consistently with his ho-
nour and feelings, state that he had misunderstood the
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import of Mr. Brougham’s language, when be made
use of the epithet which called for the censure of the
Chair. Mr. Canning rose from his seat, stated'that
he should not he unwilling to act upon the suggestion
which had been offered, and that, if the Hon, Gen-
tleman’s expressions only referred to his official, al}gi
not his private character, he would be ready to ad-
mit that he had been mistaken in what he had said s
but if Mr. Brougham referred to his private conduct,
he would retract nothing. The Speaker expressed
his own conviction that Mr. Brougham meant no
personal offence in what he had said. Mr, Brougham
was then loudly called for, and after a little hesita-
tion, he arose, amidst the cheers of his friends, and
observed that he had used the words * political ter-
giversation” only in reforence to Mr. Canning’s pub-
ic and political life. As a private individual, Mr.
Brougham said, he never knew ought of him, which
did not do him the highest honour. Messrs. Peel,
Banks and Tierney then spoke, and expressed them-
selves perfectly satisfied, with Mr. Brougham’s ex-
planation. Mr. Canning then rose, and said he
should think no more of the matter, and Mr. Broug-
ham repeated the same expression, and so terminated
this personal quarrel between the two great orators.
Mr. Canning’s words, in effect, said—* You shall
either fight me or retract.” It may be doubted
whether a statesman, in legislative debate, ought
ever to have recourse to this mimicry of the ultima
ratio of kings ; but if he does choose to tender such
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an 1ssue to his opponents—if he does condescend to
say to them,— I will prove by fighting you, that I
do not merit your sarcasms,”’—he ought, at least, to
be consistent; and he should make this communica-
tion privately, and not in' the face of an assembly,
where the purpose must necessarily be defeated by
the mere promulgation of it. To tell a man in
private life, that what he says is false, has 8 meaning
and a result; to tell him the same thing in parla-
ment is mere passion and fury; and, at the most,
is only a formaui invitation to the House to commit
him who uses such expressions to the custody of the
Sergeant-at-Arms,

After the termination of this personal quarre] and
debate, it is said that Mr. Brougham and Mr. Canning
met in the lobby of the House, when Mr, Brougham
advanced and offered his hand, which Mr. Canning
accepted. It was a curious scene to witness the two
rival orators, who, a few hours before, were nearly
committed to the Sergeant-at-Arms, in order to pre-
vent a personal quarrel from terminating in a duel,
now socially conversing together, as if nothing had
occurred to disturb that friendly feeling which ought
to exist between two men devoting their great minds
and splendid talents to the promotion of the in-
terests of their cnuntry.

Towards the latter end of the same year, Mr
Brougham was engaged with Dr. Birkbeck in the
formation of the first Mechanics’ {nstitution, which
caused the establishment of so many others through-
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out the country. It was on this occasion that he pub-
lished the * Practical observations on the Education

of the People,” from which extracts will be fdund in
this volume.

" The year 1824 was chiefly marked by hm ele-
brated speeches in the case of Missionary Smit
Demerara, which had a close connection with the
great question of Negro Slavery, and was therefore a

subject of engrossing interest.
In the earlypart of 1825, Mr. Brougham was elected

Lord Rector of the University of Glasgow, having for
his opponent no less a person than Sir Walter Scott.
It was a singular fact that the casting vote was given
by Sir James Mackintosh. On the 5th of April, a
grand entertainment was given to Mr. Brougham
at Edinburgh, under circumstances that must have
been peculiarly gratifying to him. It was a genuine
and spontaneous expression of the admiration of his
fellow-townsmen, on whom his genius and celebrity
had shed no small lustre. His installation took place
next day »t Glasgow, when he delivered his Inaugural
Address,—a beautiful effusion of academic feelings,
and classical both in subject and manner.

In 1825 and 1826, besides speaking in Parliament
on almost every question of moment, he again un-
successfully contested Westmorland. He then once
more sat for Winchelsea.

The year 1827 is memorable for the institution of
the Society for the Diffusion of Useful Knowledge, of
which Mr. Brougham was President. He was its most
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active promoter, and composed for it the admirable
Treatise on the Objects, Pleasures, and Advantages
of Science, its first publication. He also took an ac-
tive part in the debates of that important year, and
in the month of May, of the same year, he was
induced, by the liberal course of policy avowed by
‘Canning, who had been appointed Premier, to take
his seat on the ministerial benches. His support
was wholly disinterested ; he declared, in the House,
that his junction with the ministry was on a stipu-
lation utterly precluding the possibility of his taking
office. In this year too, the London University was
founded. Lord Brougham’s name will ever be asso-
ciated with this Institution, of which he was one of
the originators.

On the 7th of February, 1828, he delivered his fa-
mous six hours’ speech on Law Reform, from which
are subjoined copious extracts, of the most interest-
ing kind. The speech excited great interest at the
time; and his moral firmness was much admired
In thus braving, for the public good, the interested
prejudices of a profess.on.

In 1829 he supported the Catholic Relief Bill,
introduced by the Wellington administration; and
at the general election of 1830 he was, in the most
flattering manner, elected for Yorkshire, where he
had no influence whatever beyond that of his great
public celebrity.

The accession of Lord Grey's administration was
the signal for Mr. Brougham’s appointment to the

Lord Chancellorship, and his elevation to the
c 3
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Peerage, by the title of Baron Brougham and Vaux
of Brougham in Westmorland. The events which
followed are fresh in the recollection of every man.
The resignation and re-appointment of the Grey
administration, the passing of the Reform Bill, \and
the many occurrences that arose at that imporﬁ}nt
period, all furnished opportunities for the display
of Lord Brougham’s talents, as the records in this
work will testify. His Lordship continued to dis-
charge the arduous duties of Lord Chancelior until
the dissolution of the Meclbourne cabinet in 1834,
when he went out with the other ministers. His
public acts since that time do not require any special
notice here, beyond what is contained in the follow-
Ing pages, if we cxcept the publication of the
Discourse on Natural Theology, of which more par-
ticular mention will be made elsewhere. We had
omitted to state that Lord Brougham when in Paris
soon after his accession to oflice, received the honour
of being elected a member of the French Institute.

i St Sl —

We have already said, that in the year 1803 Mr,
Brougham published his celebrated work entitled
An inquiry into the Colonial Policy of the European
Powers, 2 vols. which production conduced largely
to the promotion of his celebrity. Many men emi-
nent for their scientific attainments to whom Mr.
Brougham was personally unknown, now solicited the
honour of his friendship, so highly did they think
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of his erudition and genius. Sir Joseph Banks, to
whom Mr. Brougham presented a copy of his ¢ Co-
Jonial Policy,” spoke in the highest terms of praise
of the production, and predicted the author’s future
eminence. In this work, from which we have
made several extracts, is exhibited & profundity of
information, both modern and antiquarian, a depth
of reasoning, and a felicity of illustration very rarely
possessed by any one single individual.

In the first portion of this celebrated treatise he
enters fully into the consideration of the political
relations between a state and its colonies; he
takes a graphic view of the colonial possessions of
ancient states, and points out, by reference to facts,
the principles which guided the ancients in their
colonial legislative enactments. The leading feature,
he considers, which the classics have left us of ancient
policy, is a uniform preference of the warlike to the
. peaceful arts. To form a people of soldiers, he considers
was the grand object of almost all the legislators and
rulers of antiquity, for which they sacrificed, without
feeling their loss, the advantages of the pursuits
that embellish, and the domestic relations that
sweeten, civilized life. In this portion of the trea-
tise Mr. Brougham points out the striking analogy
that exists between the History of the Cartha-
ginians, and the Kuropean nations who colonized
America. At first, he observes, the settlement
could admit of no restraints, but demanded all the
encouragement and protection of the parent state ;
and the gains of its commerce were neither suffi-
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ciently alluring to the Carthaginian merchant from
their own magnitude, nor necessary to him from
the difficulty of finding employment for his capital
in other directions. After dwelling at some length
on the political relationship which existed between
the celebrated states of antiquity and their cdlonial
possessions, he directs his attention to the.con-
sideration of their commercial relations, and, in
this portion of the work we are at a loss which
most to admire, the author’s profound acquaint-
ance with the principles which have hitherto
guided ancien! and modern states in their commer-
clal transactions, or the original, striking, and states-
manhke views which he takes of this important
subject. Mr. Brougham appears deeply imbued
with the correctness of the principle of political
economy developed in Smith’s celebrated ¢ Wealth
of Nations ;”’ although on seme points he considers
that writer to have imbibed erroneous opinions.
After considering fully the colonial policy of the
United Provinces, the colonial policy of Spain,
Portugal, Denmark, Sweden, England, and France,
he enters, at the commencement of the second vo-
lume, into an examination of the foreign relations of
colonies. This necessarily involves the consideration
of the mutual relation of colunies with respect to
their dependence on the mother countries. After
elaborately discussing tlis point, the author proceeds
toconsider the interests of the Euiopean colonies,
as connected with the re-establishment of the French

Powers in the West Indies ; also the consequences of
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the formation of a negro commonwealth, in the same
count.y, to the interests of the colonies which remain
under the dominion of the mother country. At the
conclusion of the second volume Mr. Brougham dis-
cusses, with considerable force of reason, the policy
of cultivating the colonies by means of free negroes.
In this portion of this celebrated treatise we find
developed those enlightened and philanthropic views
respecting negro slavery, for the support of which
Mr. Brougham has, for so many years, stood forward
a5 the firm and uncompromising champion. It can-
not be said, as it was when Mr. Brougham stood up
manfully in the House of Commons and thundered
forth his anathemas against negro slavery, that he
had a personal and interested cobject in view, in
supporting the question of negro emancipation. At
the time when Mr. Brougham published his colo-
nial policy he was not a public man; he had no
constituency to please, no influential member of
the House of Commons, or the House of Lords, to
curry favour with; he, in this treatise, gives expres-
sion to his honest, unprejudiced opinion respecting
a traffic which, for so many years, disgraced the
history of humanity., Mr. Brougham has been ac-
cused, by some of his opponents, of having, in early
life, advocated negro slavery; and his ¢ Colonial
Policy” has been referred to as a substantiation of the
fact. These calumniators must either have grossly
and wilfully mis-stated facts, or have been ignorant of
Mr. Brougham’s expressed opinion on this subject.



38 MEMOIR OF

In order to set this question for ever at rest, we
will quote a passage of the ¢ Colonial Policy’’ in
which Mr. Brougham gives expression to his un-
disguised views on negro slavery. In page 475
vol. 2 he says, ¢ the question of abolition, though
cne of the most momentous that occupies the
attention of men, is extremely short and simple.
The whole argument is confined to a very narrow
compass; if we look to the nature ot the traffic, its
unnecessary enorwities are sufficient to make us for-
get the first great and essential objection, which may
be urged, that it is not a trade, but a crime., We
find that it is a crime of the worst nafure, radically
planted in the depths of énjustice, branching out
into various forms of guilt, prone to entwine with
manifold accessary pollutions not inherent in the seed,
terminating in every species of noxious productions
which can blast the surrounding regions, and taint
the winds of heaven. The men then who would
persuade us to cherish so monstrous a production,
because they have given 1t a name, horne by the most
salutary and nutritionus branches of the social sys-
tem, are surely guilty of a mockery to our common
sense, still more iIntolerable than any insults to
our feelings; we cannot stop to argue with them,
or to hear the preposterous applications which they
make of principles peculiar to things of a nature
essenfially different from this; we cannot allow so
great an outrage upon the common forms of speech

as the defence of a glaring iniquity, by an appeal
to views that belong to the great source of wealth
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and virtue—the commercial intercourse of man-
kind.

The arguments which have been expressed on
this most false view of the great question, are, if
possible, still more absurd. Many of them consist
in gross misstatements of facts, either completely
proved by the evidence adduced on the side of the
abolition, or so thoroughly well known, that no
evidence of their existence is deemed necessary
by the enemies of the slave system. Some of these
topics are drawn from the narrowest views of
mercantile policy, and the most insulting appeals
to the bad passions of mankind. Others are deduced
from absurd ideas of natural law or revealed religion,
and supported by allegations which are instanta-
neously proved to be false. To enter into an analysis
of these arguments, or of the short and satisfactory
answers which they have received, would be very
unnecessary, after the short and simple process of
reasoring, by which we have been led to conclude
in favour of the abolition. Such discussions of ‘the
question are now no longer requisite ; all views of the
expediency of the measure have yielded to the strong
and unanswerable conviction of its necessity, with
which the events of the last ten years have inspired
every impartial statesman.”

No man will entertain a doubt, after reading the
above passage, that Mr. Brougham was, at this
period, as decided a friend of negro emancipation,
as he was when that great measure was introduced
and supported by him in the House of Lords, when
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he was Lord High Chancellor of England. In
strenuously and fearlessly standing forward as the
champion of anti-slavery, Mr. Brougham had no
little difficulty and opposition to combat. with.
Arrayed against him he had the whole phalanx of
the Tory party, swayed no doubt, by conflicting
motives. On the other side, he had opposed to him
a great body of wealthy, influential mercantile men,
the value of whose property depended on the existence
of this disgraceful traffic. But,in theface of this ap-
parently insurmountable barrier, he manfully main-
tained the truth and justice of his principles ; as will
be perceived by reference to the passages which we
have selected from his many splendid speeches
delivered in the House of Commons and Lords, on
this important question.

We come now to the consideration of Lord
Brougham's last production of magnitude, the Dis-
course of Natural Theowsgy, the publication of which,
while it extremely annoyed many of his more
bigotted opponents, from its refuting their insinua-
tions of irreligion and infidelity, gave additional
delight to his admirers, from the extent of thought
and felicitous expression which it embraces. We
cannot better introduce the few remarks we shall
have to make upon it, than by extracting the fol-
lowing observations on its tendency, from a recent
number of the Edinburgh Review :— It has often
been made a reproach to Christianity, and often has
it proved a snare to the young inquirer, that men of
genius have not readily yielded to the weight of its
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testimony.  Impotent as this argument is, it has
been wielded with considerable effect ; and although
~ such examples of infidelity are not difficult of ex-
planation, yet 1t i1s the best and fairest reply, to point
to that cloud of witnesses which is resplendent with
the names of Milton, and Locke, of Bacon, Newton,
and ‘Boyle. To this honoured list, the friends of
truth will no doubt rejcice in the accession of another
name, and hail the appearance of a work written by
one of the most remarkable men of his age—an
orator unrivalled for the force of his eloquence—a
reasoner whose dialectical powers it would be dif-
ficult to match—-a philosopher of great and varied
acquirements—a statesman pre-eminent in acute-
ness and perspicacity. Is it not an event to be
welcomed by the church, and to be hailed by chris-
tians of every creed, that, in the meridian of his
power—amid the strife of contending factions, and
under the burden 'and distraction of the highest
functions—such a man is come forward as the advo-
cate of Natural and Revealed Religion ?”

Any one opening this work in expectation of
finding 1n it a complete elucidation and exposition
of the whole science of Natural Theology, would be
apt to condemn the book for deficiences, the result
only of his own haste. It does not profess to be
any such thing : it is rather an attempt to show the
importance of that science, and the manner in which
‘the mind should be prepared for its study. In this
light, it is a work of high value—nay, of more real
usefulness than many of much greater pretensions.
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We never yet read a composition, treading on this
very delicate ground, that so calmly and philosophi-
cally cleared away the mists of prejudice and mis-
conception which obscure the subject, and at the
same time, so amply provided the means of progres-

sion in the road so laid open.
It is traly a logical book—an admirable Treatise on

the Inductive method of Investigation. It establishes,
in the most masterly manner, that Natural Theology is
necessarily as amenable to this great law of the mind,
as any other—nay, more, that until that mode of
reusoning be adopted as the basis of truth, religion
has not acquired its firmest hold upon man’s under-
standing. Lord Brougham maintains, and proves,
. that the evidence of the existence of mind, is to the
full as complete as that on which we Dbelieve the
existence of matter., He also ably argues, on a
novel principle, the immortality of the soul, and
the existence of a Deity, from the internal evidences
afforded by the mind itself. This is a branch of the
science hitherto but httle attended to by Natural
Theologians.

But the main charm of the work, to.the general
reader consists in the beauty of its style, the clear-
ness and precision of its reasoning, and the total
absence of the assumption of scepticism. It ex-
hibits the humility of Enquiry with the dignity of
Reason; and there are passages of description, and
appeals to the feelings, unrivalled, certainly, in any
production that the press has of late years produced.
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The few selections which our space has enabled us
to make, have been made rather with reference to
their intrinsic literary excellence, than with any view
of presentmg a connected argument. For this, the
reader should go to the book itself, or to the very
elaborate article from which we have already quoted.

Lord Brougham is remarkable for uniting, in a
high degree of perfection, three things which are
not often found to be compatible. His Learning is
all but universal; his Reason is cultivated to the

perfection of the logical or argumentative powers;
and he possesses, in a rare and eminent quality, the

gift of Eloquence.

Of hisLearning we should not be saying too much,
were we to say that there 1s scarcely a subject, on
which human ingenuity or human intellect has been
exercised, that he has not probed to its principles,
or entered into with the spirit of a phiiosopher.
That he is a classical scholar of a high order, is
shown by the passages, scattered through these
volumes, of criticism on theinternal peculiarities of
the works of the ancients and their styles of composi-
tion. They evince an intimate acquaintance with the
great master-pieces of antiquity. The book-worms of
Universities—those scholastic giants who are great
on small questions of quantity and etymology,—~who
buckie on the pondrous armour of the commentators
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in the contest with more subtle wits, on the mighty,
the interesting doubt of a wrong reading ;~—~such men,
in the frue spirit of pedantry, have refused to Lord
Brougham the merit of profundity, while they kindly
allow that he possesses a sort of superficial knowlgdge
of the classics :~—they say that, swallow-like, he can
gracefully skim the surface of the stream, but that its
depths would overwhelm him. Now, while we
think this may be true as regards the fact, we
wholly dissent from it as regards the inference. It
is a question to be decided, between the learned
asses of a by-gone school, and the quicker intellects
of a ripening age, which is the better thing,~criticism
on words,—on accidental peculiarities of style,~—or a
just and sympathising conception of the feelings of
the poet, or the wisdom of the philosopher. Men
are beginning to disregard the former, while they
set a high value upon the latter : so much laboriously-
earned learning 1s at a discount, and allowance
should be made for the petty spite—the depre-
ciating superciliousness, of disappointment. Lord
Brougham’s classical knowledge partakes more of
that intimate regard and appreciation which we
accord to the great writers of our own country, than of
this pedantry of the schools. Hence the cry of
want of depth, that has been raised against him.
Like many other great men of his age, he has read the
authors of ancient Greece,and Rome,in aspiritthat has
identified him with their thoughts and feelings, by
taking into account the circumstances of their times ;
and the result has been, that he has exchanged the
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formalities and critical sharp-sightednessof acquaint-
ance, for the inicncely delightful intimacy of friend-
ship. |
In point of general political knowledge, and parti-
cularly of that branch called Political Economy, Lord
Brougham stands out prominently among his con-
temporaries. In the passages from his speeches
and writings which we have given in this work,
will be found the first principles of every new view
of these subjects, that has been taken by modern
political economists. Of not a few he has himself
been the originator. In the party history of the
last century he is well versed, as many of his speeches
show ; and we know of no public man of the pre-
sent day, so well acquainted with the theory and
practice of the constitution, whether as regards the
broad principles of liberty on which it is based, or
as regards its gradual formation, during the different
periods of our history. It may not he amiss- here
to observe, that notwithstanding his long connection
with the movement party, and the countenance he
has from time to time given to measures of a decidedly
liberal cast, he never was, and is still as far from
being, a Democrat. Throughout his career he has
been a consistent Liberal, and a sincere friend to
the people; alwz}ys advocating such measures of
Reform as were calculated to remove abuses, while
they 1nno way affected the stability and integrity of
the really valuable institutions of the country. While,
on the one hand, he has declared his most unequi-
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vocal opposition to the Ballot, and Universal Suf-
{~age, on the other he has advocated the: great
~cause of popular education, as the ultimate panacea
for all the evils to be feared from the extensmn of
popular influence.
The legal knowledge of Lord Brougham has been

questioned. nay positively denied—Dby the members
of the profession whose abuses he desired to reform.

It was even said, that while his elevation to the

Chancellorship was the unjustifiable act of a party
to serve party purposes, it was at the same time
desirable to Mr. Brougham in a pecuniary point of
view, from a falling off in his professional practice,
caused by his hostility to those abuses. Now,
although this is a question really of more interest
to lawyers, than to the public in general, and one"
which might therefore, under other circumstances, be
left to their decision, yet there was an animus at
the time among this class of men, that rendered
them not disinterested judges. Their opinion there-
fore must be taken with a qualification, as well on
the score of particular immediate drawbacks, as on the
score of their general professional prejudices. Lord
Brougham respected too much the broad principles
of justice, and he too little regarded the technicalities
of law, to be agreeable to that body. He had a
faculty too, for giving speedy judgments, and a
determination to prevent unnecessary expenses,
that were particularly disagreeable to men imbued
with a conscientious desire that justice should not
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be prejudiced by an unprecedented and informal
haste in its dispensation, or by a reduction of the
number of its advocates. The new Lord Chancellor,
too, thought that when one or two intelligent and
talented barristers had been engaged at a large
expense, and had well stated the case of their client,
it was quite unnecessary that the same ground
should be again gone over by juniors, whose argu-
ments marred, more than they helped, the interests
of their employers. When, therefore, his Lordship
either put them down, or was droned into a short
nap, while the industrious advocate was earning his
unnecessary fee, it was of course a specimen of
¢ the arrogance of an upstart wholly unacquainted
with Chancery Law,” or ¢ of an eccentricity border-
ing on insanity, and wholly unfitting its exhibitor for
the high and responsible situation he held.” Posterity
will do justice to Lord Brougham in this respect.
It will be felt to have been impossible that a man
of such vast acquirements, who had been so success-
ful in his profession, and who had, in all other
branches of knowledge, evinced such clearness of
intellect, could have been the ineffcient lawyer his
detractors have represented him to be.

There is yet another great department of mind
in which Lord Brougham has proved his excellence
—that of physical science. With the great princi-
ples of all the sciences, his public works show him
to be familiar, He does not profess to be a Dis-
coverer, in chemistry or any other. His treatise on
the Objects, Pleasures, and Advantages of Science is
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admirable, as a bird’s eye view of the subject, while
at the same time it is an enticing stimulant to study.
The work on Natural Theology necessarily touches
upon the physical sciences, and their connection

with the great mechanism of nature. The geome-
trical and optical papers, published 1n the Philoso-

phical Trausactions of the Royal Society, when
their author was only fifteen years of age, show at
least a firm groundwork of scientific knowledge.
And if it be said that Lord Brougham’s scientific
attainments are superficial only, we would say that
knowledge of detail does not of itself make a man
competent. The principles of all sciences are a sine
qua non.

Lord Brougham is eminently a clear headed
man; and he is distinguished for his argumen-
tative powers. Through many years of public
life, during which we have watched him, we never
yet saw him at fault, on even the most intricate
question. He has peculiarly the faculty of analysis ;
and more than any man we ever knew, that of keep-
ing 1n his own mind a2 comprehensive view of the
whole bearings of a question, even while running at
large into the minutest details ; no man detects the
fallacy of an opponent’s argument more easily; nor
can any man be more skilful in concocting a fallacy to
suit a temporary purpose. His intellectual superiority
to the pro’s and con’s of every question is such, that he
1s never confused, even by the most unlooked for
interruptions. We have known him, in the midst
of a most intricate argument, to be drawn aside by
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a temporary interruption, to pursue the idea thus
aroused for five or ten minutes, and yet to return,
instantaneously, and without the slightest embar-
rassment, to the point at which he broke off. He
himself tells us that he is frequently preparing the
following sentence while delivering the preceding
one. No man, too, knows better than Lord Broug-
ham where the exception should come in aid of the
usefulness of the rule.

Lord Brougham’s eloquence, however, is that
which most distinguishes him from his contempo-
raries. Learning may be acquired ; the habit of
reasoning may be induced by constant dialectic con-
test; but eloquence is the gift of nature, possess-
ed by no man who is not imbued with sentiments
of an enlarged henevolence. Lord Brougham’s elo-
quence is unlike that of any man we ever heard speak_
It savours of the peculiar constitution of his mind.
It is eminently adapted for educated men. Lord
Brougham was never intended for a demagogue ; for
he never condescends to the low art of pandering to
the populace. His speeches are specimens of what we
would call argumentative eloquence ; and the only de-
fect we can point out in them arises from his fertility
of illustration. The extraordinary information he pos-
sesses has induced the habit of drawing too largely
upon it; and he is apt to be led aside from the
straight road of his argument, to elucidate some
minor disputed point, which his knowledge of detail

D
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enables him to clear up. But the argumentative
stvls of which we speak is almost peculiar to him-
self. 'There is a ripeness, a fruitfulness, in his mind,
that places him above the fetters of ordinary speakers,
while reasoning on the question at issue. Such mén,
from the difficulty of clcaring their heads for the
contest, too often present a mere fleshless skele-
ton, as it were, very convincing to the judgment, no

doubt, but wholly powerless over the feelings; so
that no lasting impression is produced on the mind

by such speeches. ButLord Brougham, from his being
a master in argument, is free to pursue his bent in
illustration, and thus conjures up a whole picture that
dwells on the mind, and 1s remembered for i¢s effect on
the feelings or the imagination, even by men whose
levity or dullness precluded their being fixed by the
argument. The very structure of his sentences is more
adapted for this kind of speaking than eny other.
They sometimes appear involved, to an ordinary .
mind, from their length, and the abundance of illus-
tration and explanation which they embrace ; but the
extraordinary vigour with which the delivery is kept
up, and the liveliness of fancy or of humour that
flashes at every turn of the thought, dispel the tem-
porary cloud long before they are hrought to a close.

In irony and in sarcasm, Lord Brougham stands
unrivalled among the public men of the day. His irony
1s positively terrible. The unhappy victim of its
serpent-like art remains in utter unconsciousness
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of its near approach — rapt, may be, in admiration
of the eloquent out-burst thet precedes it. Slowls.
silently, it steal upon him: he feels its hot breath:
in a moment it has clutched him: the folds of
“ that enormous asp’ are winding round : they press
him closer, closer : he gasps: he writhes: one strug-
gle at hardy independence is unavailing :—and he
sinks, powerless, if not annihilated, in the gigantic
grasp! Then comes the sting—the biting sarcasm ;
and he who, but a few moments before, had gloried
amidst the triumphant cheers of his party, in the
display of an eloquence or an argument he fondly
thought enduring, 1s utterly at the mercy of his foe;
the very marrow and vitality of his fallacy is sucked
out, and nothing but the lifeless frame is left behind.
Let it not be supposed, however, that this irony is
always ill-natured ;—far from it. Only on very great
occasions 1s the powerful castigation administered.
In proportion to the.talent and weight of the oppo-
nent, is the severity of the lashing. On other occa-
sions, where dullness or prejudice only have to be
ridiculed, a good-humoured, somewhat conteraptuous
strain of depreciatory irony is resorted to, akin to the
punishment of extreme tickling practised by the
orientals. Woe to the fool-hardy bigot who may
interiupt the development of an argument, or mar
the effect of a too bold illustration, by rising * to
order!” The nursery practice of “ snubbing” is a
trifie to the knock-down blow that he gets. Don
D 2
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Quixote and the wind-mill were an apter illustration.
He retires from the momentary conflict utterly dis-

comfited, cheered only by the reflection that he has
been prostrated by one who disregards all the laws of

heaven or man—a mighty enchanter who has got his
irresistible power by some strange process: quite un-

known to him, that plodding son of earth,
That this exuberant power of ridicule led Lord

Brougham, while Lord Chancellor, into some ex-
cess of its use, cannot be denied, although a ready
excuse can be found in the circumstances of his
situation. He might be held to be the rcpresentative
of liberal principles in a place where almost the name
of Liberal had, till then, been proscribed ; and the
animosity towards the new Chancellor, evinced by
many noble peers, was calculated to draw forth re-
prisals. The eccentricities, too, of men of genius are
of such value that they may well be said to atone
for themselves.

But the same excitement that produced these, also
produced, on occasions, an enthusiasm in Lord
Brougham’s eloquence quite unprecedented. During
the discussions on the Reform bill, he seemed
to 1dentify himself with the measure: and we
question whether, even at the epoch of the Queen’s
trial, he delivered himself in a manner so expressive
of his ardent sympathy with the cause which he had
embraced. His peroration on the second reading of
the Reform bill is a proof of the strong excitement
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under which he laboured. The eyes of the nation
were upon him and his colleagues. Indeed, it re-
quired that powerful impulse to induce a man, in
a country where enthustasm is looked at as some-
thing to be ashamed of, to express himself so
strongly as he does in the following passage :—

“ My Lords, I do not disguise the intense solici-
tude which I feel for the event of this debate, because
I know full well that the peace of the country 1s in-
volved in the issue. I cannot look withou$ dismay
at the rejection of the measure. Baut, grievous as
may be the consequences of a temporary defeat,
temporary it can only be; for its ultimate and
speedy success 1s certain. Nothing now can stop it.
Do not suffer yourselves to be persuaded, that even
if the present ministers were driven from the helm,
any one could steer you through the troubles that
surround you, without Reform. But our successors
would take up the task in circumstances far less
auspicious. Under them you would be fain to grant
a bill, compared with which, the one we now proffer
you is moderate indeed. Hear the parable of the
Sybil, for it conveys a wise and wholesome moral.
Shé now appears at your gate, and offers you mildly
the volume—the precious volume of wisdom and
peace. The price she asks is reasonable ; to restore
the franchise, which, without any bargain, you ought
voluntarily to give. You refuse her terms—her mo-
derate terms; she darkens the porch no longer. But
soon,—for you carnot do without her wares--you
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call her back ; again she comes, but with diminished
treasures ; the leaves of her book are in part torn
away by lawless hands—in part defaced with cha-
racters of blood. But the prophetic maid has risen
in her demands :—it is Parliament by the year—it is
vote by the ballot,—it is suffrage to the million !
From this you turn away indignant, and for the
second time she departs. Beware of her third
coming; for the treasure you must have: and what
price she may next demand, who shall tell? It mav
even be the mace which rests upon that woolsack.
What may follow your course of obstinacy, if per-
sisted in, I cannot take upon myself to predict,~—nor
do I wish to conjecture. But this I know full well,
that as sure as man is mortal, and to err is human,
justice deferred enhances the price at which you
must purchase safety and peace ;—nor can you ex-
pect to gather in another crop, than they did, who
went before you, if you persevere in their utterly
abominable husbandry, of sowing injustice and reap-
ing rebellion.

“ But, among the awful considerations that now
bow down my mind, there is one which stands pre-
eminent above the rest. You are the highest judica-
ture in the realm ; you sit here as judges, and decide
all causes, civil and criminal, without appeals. It is
a Judge’s first duty, never to pronounce sentence, in
the most trifling case, without a hearing. Wil you
make this an exception? Are you really prepared
to deterrrine, but not to hear, the mighty cause upon
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which a nation’s hopes and fears hang? You are.
Then beware of your decision! Rouse not, T be-
seech you, a peace-loving, but a resolute people;
alienate not from your body the affectons of a whole
empire. As your friend, as the friend of my order,
as the friend of my country, as the faithful servant
of my sovereign, I counsel you to assist, with your
uttermost efforts, in preserving the peace, and up-
holding and perpetuating the constitution. There-
fore I pray and exhort you not to reject this measure.
By all you hold most dear,~by all the ties which
bind every one of us to our common country—I
solemnly adjure you,~—1 implore you,—yes, on my
bended knees, I supplicate you, reject not this bill !”

A quality of Lord Brougham’s mind, that is
almost as extraordinary as his extent of information,
is its singular activity. His energies never seem to
flag—even for an instant ; he does not seem to know
what it is to be fatigued, or jaded. Some such
faculty as this, indeed, the vastness and universality
of his acquirements called for, in order to make the
weight endurable to himself, and to bear him up
during his long career of political activity and ex-
citement. Accordingly, labours that would go far to
upset the reason, or destroy the powers, of ordinary
men, seem to produce no more effect on him, than
do the hot sands and swift pace of the desert on the
dromedary. Activity, strife,intellectual contest—these
are the elements of his existence, and of his success.
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Take the routine of a day, for instance. In his
early life he has been known to attend, in his place
in Court, on Circuit, at an early hour in the morning,
After having successfully pleaded the cause of his
client, he drives off to the hustings, and delivers,

at different places, eloquent and spirited speeches to
the electors. He then sits down in the retirement

of his closet to pen an address to the Glasgow
students, perhaps, or an elaborate article in the
Edinburgh Review. The active labours of the day are
closed with preparation for the court business of the
following morning ; and then, in place of retiring to
rest, as ordinary men would, after such exertions, he
spends the night in abstruse stody, or in social
intercourse with some friend from whom he has
been long separated. Yet he would be seen, as
carly as eight on the following morning, actively
engaéed in the Court, in defence of some unfortu-
nate object of government persecution ; astonishing
the auditory, and his fellow lawyers no less, with
the freshness and power of his eloquence.

A fair contrast with this history of a day, in early
life, would be that of one at a more advanced period;
say, in the year 1832. A watchful observer might
see the new Lord Chancellor seated in the Court
over which he presided, from an early hour in the
raorning until the afternoon, listening to the argu-
ments of Counsel, and mastering the points of cases
with a grasp of mind that enabled him to give
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those speedy and unembarrassed judgments that
have so injured him with the profession. If he
followed his course, he would see him, soon after
the opening of the House of Lords, addressing
their Lordships on some intricate question of
law, with an acuteness that drew down appro-
bation even from his opponents, or, on some all-
engrossing political topic, casting firebrands into
the camp of the enemy, and awakening them from
the complacent repose of conviction to the hot
contest with more active and inquiring intellects.
Then, in an hour or so, he might follow him to
the Mechanics’ Institution, and hear an able and
stimulating discourse on education, admirably adapt-
ed to the peculiar capacity of his auditors; and,
towards ten perhaps, at a Literary and Scientific
Institution ijn Marylebone, the same Proteus-like
intellect might be found expounding the intricacies
of physical science with a never tiring and elastic
power. Yet, during all those multitudinous exer-
tions, time would be found for the composition of
a discourse on Natural Theology, that bears mno
marks of haste or excitement of mind, but presents
as calm a face as though it had been the laborious
production of a contemplative philosopher.

It would be a great mistake that would suppose the
man who has thus multiplied the objects of his exer-
tion to be of necessity superficial ; superficial, that 1s,
in the sense of shallowness or ignorance. Ordinary
minds are bound by fetters, no doubt. Custom has
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rendered the pursuit of more than one idea all hut
impossible to them, and the vulgar adage of * Jack

of all trades, master of none,” applies to them in
full force. But it must be remembhered that a

public man like Lord Brougham, who has chosen
his peculiar sphere of action, and who prefers the
being of general utility to the scholar-like pursuit
of any one branch of science exclusively, is not
bound to present credentials of full and perfect
mastership, such as are required from the professor
of a University. IHis pursuit of facts must of
necessity be for the purpose of illustrating general
principles in political or moral science; and where
more than a certain amount of knowledge is not
laid claim to, the absence of more is no imputa-
tion.

To conclude, Lord Brougham is certainly one of
the most extraordinary men of his age. He is tho-
roughly individualized as regards his talents and all
that constitutes idiosyncratic difference, even while
he 15 identified with the political and moral advance-
ment of the people. During all the agitations of a
period almost unparalleled even in our stormy his-
tory, he has remained untainted by the influence
of party spirit. That he has entered, and hotly too,
into almost every question, of any moment, that
has come before the Legislature during many years,
Is true; but he has never appeared in the character
of « partizan; he has always-been the consistent
supporter of liberal measures per se and not because
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they were the means adopted, by a party, to gain
political power. Together with his political sted-
fastness he has preserved his intellectual integrity
from profanation. For, although, had be early
devoted his powers to the study of abstract or
practical science, as a leading and not a subsidiary
pursuit, the acuteness of his mind was such, that
he must have risen to eminence upon the basis of
discovery; yet it is no shight proof how little the
struggles of the world affect superior intellects, that
he has all along turned aside, with a never cloying
avidity, to the pursuits of mind—to science, to lite-
rature, and to philosophy.

We are much mistaken indeed, if his Lordship be
not still destined to play a conspicuous part on the
public stage. Tle circle of time has brought round
that state of things, in which he will be called upon
to assist in the practical operation of the theories
and principles on which his early fame, as a reasoner,
was founded. The period is approaching when the
equalization of parties will allow of a consideration
for the real interests of the people—when public
men will exchange their squabbles about who shall
bring forward measures, for more amiable conten-
tion, as to what will best conduce to the public good.
The subjects of Education and of Law Reform, par-
ticularly, cannot much longer be put off ; and Lord
Brougham has happily so preserved his political
character from suspicion, as regards motives, that a
more fit advocate could not be found, or made,
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Their advocacy, indeed, is his right ; for more prac-
tical good has already been done by him, and by
those he has set in motion—more actual amelioration
of the condition of the people has been produced—
than any, even the most prominent and powerful,
political men of the day can lay claim to. And,
long after the temporary animosities and miscon-
ceptions occasioned by party feelings shall have
passed away—when the name of many a notorious
and now interesting turbulent shall have been for-
gotten—so long as the people of this country enter-
tain that veneration for talent, and philanthropy,
that this age has scen dawn amoung us—the name
of Lord Brougham will be associated with nearly all of
lasting greatness and worth that the time has pro-
duced : he will be remembered as one of the foremost
of that enlightened band of philosophers who have
sworn to change the fetters of superstition for the
healthy restrictions of moral obligations, and have
so paved the way for the human race towards a

rational and progressive happiness.



THE

GENIUS OF BROUGHAM.

Ministerial Responsibility.*

. .+ My honourable and learned friend has called on
gentlemen to state what law, what statute, or what char-
ter made the conduct of Lord Chatham, in presenting
his narrative to his Sovereign without the privity of his
colleagues, and with a request of secrecy, a violation of
the Constitution. I have risen humbly to tender an an-
swer to that question. . . . . . . Tcome
now to show how the conduct of Lord Chatham wasa
violation of the Constitution. It must be remembered
that the resolutions under discussion do not aver that
anything false or insidious is attributable to Lord Chat-
ham, or that he took advantage of his easy access to His
Majesty to poison the Sovereign’s car against any man or
class of men. Whatever insinuations might have been
made,—but that any were so made is, I repeat, by no
means inferred,—we have no possible means of coming at,
Enough, however, is before us, in the answer of His i’la-—
jesty to our Address, and in the evidence of the noble lord
himself, to prove that a narrative was presented, or con-
veyed in some private manner to His Majesty, with a
request that the fact of the document having been so
sent, and its contents, might not be revealed.

ls;opmm Mr. Brougham's first speech, House of Commons, March 5,

B
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Now it is impossible for us for one moment to suppose
that the noble lord intended to practise a mockery upon
his Sovereign—-that a communication so private and con~
fidential could have been forwarded without some impor-

tant object—important at least to the party sending it ;
and it 1s therefore to be assumed that the narrative in
guestion must have been presented with a view to impress
upon the mind of His Majesty some strong representation
en the subject to which it related. 'The document was
afterwards token back by the noble lord, as appears from
his own evidence, for the purpose of omitting a portion
of it which embraced a material discussion. Upon this
state of the case, then, the resolutions charge the noble
lord with no breach of the Constitution as fur as regards
the to-be-supposed contents of that narrative. What
constitutes the breach of the Constitution is the privacy
with which the affair was conducted, coupled as it was
with a request of seerecy.  Now it may be, and indeed
it undoubtedly is, difficult for me'to point out any parti-
cular Act of Parliament making this specific act, this
unanticipated course of conduct, 2 breach of the privi-
leges or the practice of Parliament and of the Constity-
tion; but I confidently appeal to those which are the
very basis of all Acts of Parliament, the sound and
established principles of which the Constitution is made
up, or rather which themselves form the Constitution.

Is it not necessary that the constitutional Ministers of
the Crown shall communicate with each other constitu.
tionally and confidentially on all public affairs? Is it
not absolutely requisite, for the harmony and complete-
ness of all mimisterial acts, that they conduct the business
of Government with united counsels and mutual advice
and co-operation?  Are they not bound by every obliga-
tion of duty, and by every principle, and the uniform
practice of the Constitution, to devise in concert all the
measures essential to the public interests and welfare ?
And ought they uot to hold full and mature consultation
and deliberation together before embarking on any course
of action which may, nay must, lead to important political
consequences, in order to an effectual co-operation after-



MINISTERIAL RESPONSIBILITY. 3

wards, in the execution of all the various measures of the
Government? In the present case, however, we find Lord
Chatham separating himself from his colleagues and
tendering a statement secretly to His Majesty,—that is,
giving his advice to his Sovereign without consulting the
other members of the adminisiration. We find him not
only doing this, but coupling his communication with a
request of secrecy! Why, sir, we must have some re-
sponsibility from His Majesty’s Ministers! How can we
possibly consider His Majesty’s Ministers as responsible
for this private communication made by Lord Chatham?

If an expedition be determined on by a cabinet, one
Minister, under the influence of such a system, might
suppose that the object mn view was to be best attained by
artillery, and give advice to that eflect to his Sovereign;
another by infantry ; another, as ina late case, by a coup-
de-main ; whilst another might give the preference to a
troop of light horse. Every one might have a difterent
opinion, while the only point on which all would agree,
would be that their advice should be kept shug and se-
cret in the possession of His Majesty. Can we suppose
any state of confusion worse confounded, more couiplete,
and, as it might be, more disastrous or absurd than that.
which must result from such a state of ministerial sepa-
ration? . . -

It is in the spirit of fairness to the noble lord’s col-
leagues that I now press on the House the adoption of
these resolutions ; for it would be the height of injustice
to make them responsible for conduct or advice to which
they were not, and could not, be parties. 1 call upon the
House, therefore, to support tuese resolutions, in justice
to the principles of the Constitution, in tairness to His
Majesty’s Ministers, from a regard to the honour of
the Crown, by securing from violation that insuperable
barrier which guards the personal inviolability of the
Sovereign, by casting the whole responsibility of all his
acts upon his advisers.

HHouse of Commons, March 5, 1810.

B 2
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Privileges of the House of Commons.

I think the House ought to go all reasonable lengths
to satisfy the people that they will never unnecessarily
and wantonly exercise privileges that may be miscon-
strued. . The House can never suffer in the estimation of

the country but through its own acts; and they can Olllﬁ
bring themselves into contempt by waging a war in whic

even success would Le ruin. I repeat, in which even
success must be adetriment ; for what would our boasted

privileges avail if, in the struggle for mantaining those
which may be unnecesary, we lost the confidence of the
people ? Intimes and on questions of great popular ex-
citement, the House owe a duty to their constituents—
the duty of moderation; and 1t behoves them on such
occasions to make allowance for the ferment which exists

in the public mind.
House of Commons (Sir F. Burdett's Case), May 24, 1810,

Course of the Anti-Slavery Principle.

The question I purpose submitting to the consideration
of the House 15, wFluther any, and what measures can be
adopted in order that the full and satisfactory execution
of that sentence of condemmation which Parhiament has,
with an unparalleled unanimity, passed on the African
slave-trade, may be watched over and secured. It is
now four years since Mr. IFox made his last motion in
this House, and, I behieve, his last speech here, in favour
of the abolition. He then proposed a resolution, pledg-
ing the House to the abolition of the traffic, and an Ad-
dress fo the Crown, besceching His Majesty to use all
his endeavours for obtaining the concurrence of other
powers in the pursuit of this great object. An Address
to the same effect was made by the other House with
equal unanimity ; and, only in the next year, two noble
friends of mine (Lords Grenville and Grey), who in zeal
and devotion to this cause are second only to my ho-
nourable friend (Mr. Wilberforce), unavoidably absent



THE SLAVE-TRADE. 5

from indisposition this day, gave the Parliament an op-
portunity of redeeming its pledge, b{ introducing the
Abolition Bills into the two Houses. That measure which
had formerly met so marv obstacles, whether, as some
are willing to believe, from the slowness with which truth
works its way, or, as others were prone to suspect, from
the want of zeal in its official supporters, now expe-
rienced none of the impediments that had heretofore
retarded its progress: far from encountering any formi-
dable difficulties, it passed through Parliament almost
without opposition; and one of the greatest and most
dispufed of measures was at length carried by larger
majorities, perhaps, than were ever known to divide upon
any contested question.

The friends of the abol .« n, however, never expected
that any legislative meast: would at once destroy the
slave-trade : they were aware how obstinately such a trade
would cling to the scil where it had taken root; the
anticipated the difficultics of extirpating a traffic whiclz
had entwined itself with so mapy interests, prejudices, and
passions. But, although the abolitionists certainly foresaw,
they very much underrated, those difficuities.  They did
not make sufficient allowance for the resistance which the
rcal interests of those directly engaged in the trade, and
the supposed interests of the colonists, would oppose to
the execution of the Acts; they underrated the wicked-
ness of the slave-trader and the infatuation of the planter:
for while, on the one hand, it now appears certain that
nothing has been done to circumseribe the foreign slave-
trade, on the other hand, it seems that the abominable
commerce has not wholly ceased even in this country.

Speech on Slave Trade, June 15, 1810,

National Honour.—The Slave-Trade.

. » Do not all the facts connected with the continu-
ance of this abominable trade show the imperative neces-
sity of making some arrangement with the Spanish
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Government while the friendly relations between the two
countries subsist? The great obstacle I always find

opposed to such a proposition is, “ What can we do?
These nations are wedded to their own prejudices; they
have views and deeply-rooted intcrests of their own, and
how can we interfere Now, I always entertain a very
great suspicion, not only of all such arguments when they
come from particular quarters, but of this arcument in
particular, and for one plain reason——that it is one which
is never used except with reference to this question of
abolition; it is here alone thal any want of activity is
ever observed in our Government, or that we ever hear of
our want of mnfluence in the councils of our . 1bours.
On all other measures—some of suspiciou. ome of
doubtful policy—in matters indifferent or repugnant to
humanity—we are ready enough to intrigue, to fight, or
to pay. It is only when the mterests of humanity are
concerned, and cnds the most expedient as well as justi-
fiable are in view, that we not only all at once lose all
our activity and influence, but become quite forward in
protesting that we have not the power to interfere.

Urom one end of Hurope to the other our weight is
felt; and, in general, it is no very popular thing to call it
into question. At all tinmes we are ready enough to use it as
well as to magnify it; but on this one oceasion we have
become both weak and diffident, and, while we refuse to
act, must needs make a boast of our inability.  Why, we
never failed at all when our object was to obtain new
colonies and extend the slave-trade: then we could both
conquer and treat ; we had foree cnough to seize whole
provinces where the slave-trade might be planted, and
skill cnough to retain them by negotiation, in order to
retain with them the additional commerce in slaves which
their cultivation required! 1 therefore naturally view
with wniform suspicion our uniform failure when our
object is to abolish or limit this same slave-trade. I
suspect that it may arise from there being some similarity
between our exertions in the cause and those of some of
its official advecates in this House-—that we have been
very sincere, no doubt, but rather cold; without a par-
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ticle of ill-will towards the abolition, but without one spark
of zeal in its favour. The question, then, of ¢ What can
we do to stop the foreign slave-trade ?” I shall answer
by putting another question— I ask, * How did we
contrive to promote the slave-trade when that was our
object?” I only desire one-tenth part of the influence to
be exercised in tavour of the abolition that was used, with
such fatal success, in augmenting the slave-traffie, when,
by our campaigns and our treaties, we had acquired the
dominion of boundless regions, and then laid waste the
villages and fields of Africa that our New Forest might -
be cleared.

Speech on Sluve Truade, June 15, 18190,

Militawry Flogoimg ;—its Tendency.

[ have lately expressed myself strongly i abliorrence
of the flogging of negroes—a race less connected with us
than the objects of this motion ; and the House were loud
in their detestation of the eruclty, Why not, when it
comes nearer home, und among a gallant and manly race
of beings? 'T'he'spectacle of a military flogeging i1s one
of the most horrid ; and that, not on the testimony of
persons of peaceful habits, but on the authority of officers
educated in the view of them. That the punishment is
ignominious is proved on the testimony of officers
of the highest distinction; viz.,, General Stewart, Sir
Rohert Wilson, and General Cockburn. Flogging turned
the indignation at the crime against the punishers. The
punishment is not merely obnoxious «s not reclaiming
the culprit, but is an offence to public decency. There
are other modes of making discipline secure, such as
ceprivation of pay and restraint of food ; but now we take
the wretched victim down from the triangles, an object
for the dissecting-room or for the hospital, to be hung up
again and receive another such punishment. The prac-
tice is ruinous to the soldier; he thereby looses his spirit,
feeling, and character.

Debats on Flogging, House of Commons, June 20, 1811,
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Privilege of the House of Commons in siopping the
Supplies.

The very best privilege of the House of Commons—

the power of granting or refusing the Su{;plies-:—-'is the
great and only security that tiie people have in their
representatives against the influence and encroachments

of the Crown. t
Jun. 21, 1812,

AP

Degradation of the British Soldier.

A trifling violation of duty muloubtodly nmerits some
punishment, but not flogging; and, in cases of mutiny
or personal violence to an ofticer, if the officer were

knocked down and trodden upon, then a severer punish-
ment than that of flogging ought to be adoptel; but
this severe punizhment degrades man to the brute, and
harrows up and cauterizes the feclings of all who wit-
ness it. Can anything be more abominable than te
get apart a class of our fellow-citizens, and demand from
them a callousness and inseasibility which we would not
allow in any other c¢lasz in the British dominions ? While
we cherished all the kindly affections in every other
branch of the community, and doomed a particular class
to suchh a rigorous and unfecling system, have we not
reason to apprehend the effects cither in after-times or in
times nearer our own? If the soldier ought to be set
apart as little as possible from the citizen, how can we
justify a punishment which is confined exclusively to the
soldicrs—a wunishment which debases those who suffer,
those who inflict it, and those by whom it is witnessed ?

Debate on Corporeal Punishment, House of
Commons, dpril 16, 1812,

The Cry of « The Church is in Danger.”

I can see no risks to the Church of England while
the laws protect and endow her; aud while these laws
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are observed I can feel no alarm from Dissenters, or
Methodists, or any other class in the religious world.
From universal toleration, and even liberal kindness to all
sects, I can conceive no possible danger to ensue; but
from an opposite line of conduct—{rom singling out one
sect and running it down—from confining your intole-
rance to a single sect, and that a far more numerous
and more powerful one than all the rest together—cr
from capriciously granting it certain immunities and
unreasonably withholding others—I1 confess 1 can see
probable dangers; and from no onc mode of treatment
do I conceive such dangers more likely to result than
from the strange perversion of fact, and that utter blind-
ness to all history and of every day’s experience, which
leads some men to cry out, when they have no other
ground whereupon to justify their conduct towards that
one sect—that the Chureh 1s safe on all its other quar-
ters, and only in danger from them.
Speech on the Cutholic Cluims, April 24, 1812,

Benefits of Trial by Jury.

Why do we prize the trial by jury above all the other
blessings of our free Constitwiion ? It is not because, in
the ordinary questions of property, twelve uninformed
men are fitter to decide than a beneh of learned judges.
No, nor yet because, in such common cases, the twelve
men are capable of deciding so well as the judges. But
still the method of trial 1s nestimable, for a most suffi-
cienit reason—because every now and then a question
occurs where some bias may exist in the judge’s mind—
where his feelings may be swayed by the influence of the
Crown which appointed him—where his connexion with
the people is too slender to inspire lnm with the proper
feelings-—where the habits of his profession, or the preju-
dices of his rank, may interfere with the fuil discharge of
his high functions.  Then it is—in the rare and not in
the ordinary case—that the interposition of a jury is
thought, and rightly thought, to correct the supposed

B O
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partialities of the judge or to supply thq proper feelings;

and, whether by checking or by prompting, to restore to

the even-handed scales of justice their due force. hia
id.

Horrors of the Plague of London. a

Nothing in the story of that awful pestilence which
once visited this city is more aflecting than the picture
which it presents of the vain efforts made to seek relief.
Miserable men might be seen rushing forth into the
streets, and wildly grasping the first passenger they met,
to implore his help, as if by communicating the poison to
others they could restore health to their own veins, or life
to its victims, whom they had left stretched before it. In
that dismal period there was no end of projects and nos-
trums for preventing or curing the disease, and numberless
empirics every day started up with some new delusion,
and rapidly made fortunes of the hopes and terrors of
the multitude, and then as speedily disappeared, or were
themselves torn down by the general destroyer. Mean-
while the malady raged until its force was spent : the
attempts to cure it were doubtless all baffled; but the
eagerness with which some men hailed each successive
contrivance proved too plainly how vast was their terror,
and how universal the suffering that prevailed.

June 16, 1812.

Military Renown of England.—Jealousy of Ameriza.
—Slave Trade.

Never did we stand so high since we were a nation, in
point of military character. We have it in abundance,
and to spare. This unhappy and seemurgly interminable
war, lavish as it has been in treasure, still more profuse
of blood, and barren of real advantage, has at least been
equally lavish of glory; its feats have not merely sus-
tamed the warlike fame of the nation, which would have
been much; they have done what seemed barely pos-
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sible, they have greatly exalted it; they have covered
our arms with immortal renown. Then, I say, use this
glory, use this proud height on which we now stand, for
the purpose of peace and conciliation with America:
let this and its incalculable benefits be the advantage
which we reap from the war in Europe; for the fame of
that war eunables us safely to take it. And who, I de-
mand, give the most disgraceful counsels—they who tell
you we are in military character but of yesterday—we
have yet a name to win—we stand on doubtful ground—
we dare not do as we hst, for fear of being thought
afraid—we cannot, without loss of name, stoop to pacify
our American kinsmen; or I, who say we are a great, a
proud, a warlike people—we have fought everywhere,
and conquered wherever we fought—our character is
eternally fixed ; it stands too firm to be shaken, and on
the faith of it we may do towards America, safely for our
own honour, that which we know our interests require ?
This perpetual jealousy of America! Good God! I
cannot with temper ask on what it rests. It drives me
to a passion to think ofit. Jealousy of America! I
should as soon think of beiny jealous of the tradesmen
who supply me with necessaries, or the clients who in.
trust their suits to my patronage. Jealousy of America,
whose armies are yet at the plough, or making, since
your policy has willed it so, awkward (though improving)
attempts at the loom ;—whose assembled navies could not
lay siege to an English sloop of war!—jealousy of a
power which 1s necessarily peaceful as well as weak, but
which, if it had all the ambition of France, and her
armies to back it, and all the navy of England to boot,—
nay, had it the lust of conquest which marks your enemy,
and your own armies as well as navies, to gratify it, 1s
placed at so vast a distance as to be perfectly harmless !
And this is the nation of whieh, for our honour's sake,
we are desired to cherish a perpetual jealousy, for the
ruin of our best interests,

I trust that no such’ phantom of the brain will scare
us ;rom the path of our duty. The advice which I tender
is not the same which has at all times been offered to
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this country. There is one memorable cra in our history
when other uses were made of our triumphs from those
which I recommend. By the Treaty of Utrecht, which
the exccraiion of ages have left inadequately censured,
we are content to obtain, as the whole price of Ramilies
and Blenheim, an additional share of the accursed slave-
trade. I give you other counsels. I would have you
employ the glory which you have won at Talavera and
Corunna in restoring your commerce to its lawful, open,
honest course, and rescue it from the mean and hateful
channels in which it has lately been confined. And if any
thoughtless boaster in America or elsewhere should
vaunt that you have yielded througzh fear, I would not
bid him wait until some new achievement of our arms
put him to silence, but I would counsel you in silence to

disregard him.
LExtract from Speceh in House of Commons on

Orders in Council, June 16, 1812.

Opinion of an Income Tax.

I cannot impress too deeply on the public mind the
uncqual manner in which this tax operated ; nor can I re-
probate sufliciently the inquisitorial mode of its collection.
It injured n a greater proportion than it oppressed : it in-
jured m a higher degree than it produced revenue. The
very circumstance of its being so productive a tax, formed
one of the strongest grounds of objection to it, It did so
because such a productive tax was likely to render Minis-
ters more profuse and extravagant. I hope such a tax
will never be agreed to by Parliament. T hope the
country would rise as one man against it.

Committee of Supply, Ieb. 12, 1816.

A Standing Army.

I cannot agree with the Noble Lord (Castlereagh) in
letting 1t be thonught for an instant, that soldiers would

disgrace themselves in becoming citizens by being dis-
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banded. I would speak the language of the Constitution,
and say to the soldicr, < You have faithfully performetl
the duty for which you were called forth ; return now,
and be again a citizen.” This is the language of the Con-
stitution, and if the time is passed when such language
will be held in the House, I still hope that, out of it, no
one will dare to say that a soldier would be degraded by
becoming a citizen. It has been said by some gentleman
on the other side, “ Is this a fair return for the services of
those troops, that, when you no longer want their exer-
tions, you shall send them adrift, and suffer them to be-
come scavengers 7 I wish nosuch thing. T do not wish
to see them unrewarded for their services, but I cannot for
one moment think that they would be degraded by re-
turning to that state of soctety from which they should
not have been called in the first instance but of necessity.

IHouse of Commons, March 11, 1816.

—

Openton on the Detention of Buonaparte.

I have no hesitation in saying that I conceive no harm
can result from this measure ;* I have no objection to it
whatever, as far as I can judge at present: on the con-
trary I think that the opinions about it must be almost
unanimous, as far as relates to the sccuring the custody of
Buonaparte’s person; and if any doubts arise, it will be
best to settle the question by a legislative act. For
whether we consider Buonaparte as a prisoner of war,
not claimed by his own Government, orin any other light,
we have, vader the circumstances which have occurred,
an unquestionable right to detain him even by the law of
nations, without any Act of Parliament. I can conceive
no difficulty whatever on this subject, coupled, however,
with all possible lenity, and with a probability of such a
period being put to his custody, however remote, as any
state of aftairs which could not now be contemplated

might render necessary. |
House of Commons, March 12, 1816.

¥ Bill fur effectually detaining Napoleon Buonaparte,
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Income of Prince Leopold.

I approve most sincerely of the intended establishment,
thourh some doubt has arisen in my mind respecting the
propricty of continuing £50,000 a {ear to the Prince of
Cobourg, in case of Her Royal Highness’ demise, as that
sum far exceeds the income of our own princes. But on
considering what mortification His Serene Highness, after
having been placed so high, would have to encounter, on
descending to a lower income, I feel that doubt nearly
removed. The allowance is liberal, but I hope it will be

spent in this country.
House of Commons, March 15, 1816.

Military Parade of the Prince Regent.

Formerly parades of the military took place only
twice a-year, on the King’s and Queen’s birthdays. At
the commencement of the present reign, and indeed thirty
or forty years ago, peace officers alone were seen keeping
order among the erowd ; but now, not a court-day passes
without the employment of a strong military force on the
public highway, This has grown prodigiously of late
years, I remember that about twelve years ago, half a
dozen guards at the top of St. James’s-street, were thought
a sufficient number to keep the way open. The times
are, however, altered, and this day f could scarcely ob-
serve a yard's length of St. James’s-street without a sol-
dier ; indeed, the street presented something like a mli-
tary spectacle,  Ininadvertently hitting on this name, I
have hit upon the right poim, for this mulitary appear-
ance has of late grown ito great repute, and though it
may arise from childish vauity in a certain quarter, it is
yet of great importance to the public, that when, as on
this day, scarcely half a dozen coaches are to be seen,
their progress should not be intercepted by an armed
force, where there 1s no more real occasion for 1t than
there is at the opera, the theatre, or the mansion-house.
If, however, it become a general practice in one quarter,
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it soon will in others, and the evil will then become

general. |
House of Commons (Unconstiliilional Interference of

the Military), April 4, 1816.

Many Causes for Agricultural Distress.

A circumstance which must strike every observer who
turns his attention towards this state of the country, is
the comparative state of prices before and since the war.
In 1792 the average price of wheat was 47s. the quarter;
now its price is 57s., almost 20 per cent. higher; and
yet no complaint of low prices was ever heard before
the war, nor were any of those signs of distress to be per-
ceived which in these times claim our pity in every part
of the empire. This consideration is of itself suécient
to show that over-trading—that excess of cultivation—is
not the only cause of the evil we complain of, and may
warn us against the error of imputing it to the operation
of any one cause alone; for I am certainly disposed to
rank the great extension of cultivation among the princi-
pal causes, or at least to regard it as lying near the

foundation of the mischief.
House of Commons, dpril 9, 1816,

Progress of Agriculture and Internal Commerce during
the War.

The commencement of hostilities in 1793 produced the
stagnation of trade and manufactures which usually ac-
companies a transition from peace to war; but these dif-
ficulties were of uncommonly short duration, and the
brilhant success of our arms at sea, the capture of some
of the enemy’s colonies, the revolt of others, and the
crippled state of his mercantile resources at home from
internal confusion, speedily diminished his commerce in
an extraordinary degree, augmenting our own in nearly
the same proportion. As his conquests or influence ex-
tended over other nations possessed of trade or colonial
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establishments, these in their turn became exposed to
our maritime hostility, and lost their commerce and themr
plantations, so that in a very short time this country ob-

tained a mercantile and colonial monopoly altogether

unprecedented even in the most successful of her former
wars. The consequence was a sudden extension of our
manufacturing industry and wealth, and a proportionate

D A
improvement in our agriculture. .,

But, although this effect began to be perceivable soon
after the first successes of the war, it was not fully pro-
duced until a few years had elapsed; and a number of
circumstances, in some measure accidental, happened to
coincide with these, which might more reasonably have
been expecied to occur during the course of the war, in
promoting, I might almost say in forcing, the cultivation
of the country. . . . Together with the scarcities of
1796 and 1500, the financial and military operations of
the war concurred to raise the prices of agricultural pro-
duce. Those operations certainly did not ereate capital,
or multiply the number of mouths for consuming food ;
but they collected capital 1n masses to be expended less
economically, in feeding a number of persons more care-
lessly, than the same individuals would have heen sup-
ported by part of the same capital, had it been ieft in the
hands of private persons. . . .

The tendency of such a national expenditure unques-
tionably Is, to raise prices above their natural level for a
time at least, and thus to force cultivation forward, alf hough
m a long course of years the same capital in the hands of
the commumity would have been much more augmented,
and would gradually and healthfully have inereased the
production of the country in a greater, but not in a dis-
proj ortionate degree. . . . . While the cireum-
stances which I have mentioned were disposing men to
extend the cultivation, an event occurred which in its con-
sequences mightily facilitated this operation. I allude to
the stoppage of the Bank of England inthe early part of
1797, The alarm in which that extraordinary measure
originated very speedily subsided, and with the restora-
tiou of coufidence came a disposition to accommodate, on
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the part of bankers and other dealers in money, wholly
unexampled. The Bank of England soon increased its
issues ; and the numbers of country banks were every-
where augmented. In districts where no such establig-
ment had ever been known, they were to be found actively
engaged in discounting and lending, and in issuing their
own notes. |

In places too small tc support a bank there were agents
appointed by banks fixed at some distance; or a shop-
keeper or tradesman added, to his usual and regular call-
ing, the new employment of cashing bills and passing
notes. It is true that the check which had now been
removed from the great bank in London still operated to
a certain >xtent upon the minor dealers in credit, thus
scattered over the country; they were obliged to pay, if
requircd, in Bank of IKngland paper, although the 1ssuers
of that paper were not compel'>d to pay in specie. But
this was rather a nonunal than a real restraint ; for, if the
holders of country bank paper could not obtain gold in
exchange, they preferred coarse notes, with the name of
Mr. o Sir John Such-a-one, whom they knew, to notes
somewhat betfer engraved, but worth just as little, and
with the names of a governor and company and a Mr.
Newland, whom they knew nothing about; so that the
country banks enjoyed the same ihcﬁity with the bank in
Loudon, of increasing their issues ; and they used it with
much less reserve.  Hence the unlimited accommodation
which they afforded to farmers, and generally to all spe-
culators in land.

They assisted all adventurers more or less, but ad-
venturers m land most of all, because they had better
security to give, and were supposed to be engaged in a
less hazardous line of trade.

.« .« Another circumstance, which also occurred
within the period in question, was the great extension of
our colonial possessions. The value of those establish-
ments is, I believe, somewhat nunderrated in this country ;
not that wo are slow to parade their importance in several
particulars ; on the contrary, we are prone to magnify
them in our accounts of exports and imports, and of the
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quantity of tonnage and number of seamen employed in
our trade; but we seldom, if ever, roflect upon the vast
effects produced by them on the agiiculture of the mo-
ther country. In promoting this their wealth operates
both through-the channels mlg commerce and remittances,
almost as directly as the riches of one district of this
island expand themselves over and fertilize another lese
wealthy territory in its neighbourhood. . . . .

The last eircumstance is the completion of our com-
mercial and manufacturing monopoly, by the destruction
of almost all other trade and peaceful industry, the final
result of Bonaparte’s continental and military system.
In the end, indeed, we felt the effects of this prodigious
attempt, as I shall presently have occasion to state; but
for some time it only consummated the ruin of our com-
petition and gave new resources to our scaport and ma-
nufacturing towns. The eifects of tlus increase upon
the mdustry of the country, at a period when men were
singularly prone to farming speculations, cannot easily
be overrated.  We are apt to suppose the sphere of such
influcnce mucti more contracted than i really is.

If any one is desirous of perceiving how widely i1t
extends, I think I ean furmmish him with a medium
through which he may view it.  When the measures of
the cnemy, which began with the Berlin and Milan
decrees, had, through the co-operation of our own orders
in council, succceded m crippling the trade of almost all
our great towns, the distresres of the merchant and ma-
nufacturer aflected not mervely the farmer in Ins neigh-
bourhood, but lowcered the eattle and corn markets to a
great distance, so that fat beasts were sold at very low
prices, one hundred and even one hundred and fifty miles
from the manufacturing districts in Lancashire and the
Woest Riding of Yorkshire, in consequence of the dis-
tresses prevailing over those parts of the country. In
like manner, it 1s evident that the earlier events of the
war, which suddenly promoted the wealth of the great
towns, tended as rapidly to augment the cultivation of
even the remote provinces.

House of Commons (Dist. State of Agr.), April 9,1816.
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The War a strong Stimulant to Cultivation,

The improvements in most parts of the country have
been going on so visibly that the most careless observer
must have been struck by them. Not only wastes have
dizappeared for miles and miles, giving place to houses,
fences, and crops; not only have even the most incon-
siderable commons, the very village greens, and the little
stripes of sward by the way-side, been 1 many places
subject to division and exclusive ownership, and cut up
into corn-fields in the rage for farming; not only have
stubborn soils been forced to bear crops by mere weight
of metal, by sinking money in the carth, as it has been
called, Lut the land that formerly grew something has
been fatigued with labour and loaded with capital until it
vielded much more; the work both of men and cattle has
been economised. new skill has been applied, and a more
dexterous combination of difterent *inds of husbandry
has been practised, until, without at all comprehending
the waste lands wholly added to the productive territory
of the 1sland, it may be salely said, not perhaps that two
blades of grass now grow where only one grew before,
but, I am sure, that five grow where four used to be ; and
that this Kingdom, which foreigners weve wont to taunt
as a mere manufacturing and trading country, mhabited
by a shopkeeping nation, is, .n reality, foi itssice, by far
the greatest agricultural state in the world.

House of Commons, April 9, 1816.

Risk of Speculations after the W ar.

After the cramped state in which the enemy’s mea-
sures and our own retaliation (as we called it) had kept our
trade for some years, when the events of the spring of 1814
suddenly opened the Continent, a rage for exporting
goods of every kind burst forth, only to be explained by
reflecting on the previous restrictions we had been la-
bouring under, and only to be equalled (though not in
extent) by some of the mercantile delusions connected
with South American speculations. Everything that
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could be shipped was sent off ; all the capital that could
be laid hold of was embarked. The phrensy,—I can call
it nothing less, after the experience of 1806 and 1810,—
descended to persons in the humblest circumstances, and
the furthest removed by their pursuits from commercial
cares. Not only clerks and labourers, but meniai ser-
vants engaged the little sums which they had been laying
up for a provision against old age and sickness ; persons
went round tempting them to adventure in the trade to
Holland, and Germany, and the Baltic: they risked
their mite in the hope of boundless profits; it went with
the millions of the more regular traders. The bubble
seon burst, like its predecessors of the Soutii Sea, the
Mississippi, and Buenos Ayres; IKnglish goods were
selling for much less in Holland and the north o Europe
than in London and Manchester; in most places they
were lying a dead weight without any sale at all; and
either no returns whatever were received, or Imunds came
back for thousands that had gone forth, The great
speculators breke; the middlng ones lingered out a
precarious existence, depriverd of all means of continuing
their dealings cither at home or abroad; the poorer
dupes of the delusion had lost their little hoards, and
went upon the parish the next mishap that befel them;
but the result of the whole has been much commereial
distress—a caution now absolutely necessary in trying
new adventures—a prodigious diminution in the demand
for manufactures, and indirectly an effectual defalcation
in the demand for the produce ot land.
House of Commons, April 9, 1816.

Consequences of Contracting the Currency.

And now it was, when a general commercial distress
began to prevail, that the consequences of our paper
circulation, and the banking operations connected with
it, not gradnally, as had been expected, but almost
instantaneously, developed themselves. The Bank of
England not very slowly limited its discounts, and dimi-
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sished 1ts 1ssues of paper about three millions, At
e period, indeed, the amount of notes in circulation
ad exceeded that to which they were now reduced by
six millions; but the average had been for some time
about three millioi.s higher. The country banks, acting
less upon system, and more under the influence of
alarm, lessened their discounts in a much greater de-
aree. A single failure would stop all such transactions
over a whole district; zad I could mention one large
stoppage, which made it difficult for a length of time to
discount a bill anywhere in three or four counties.

The persons who felt this change most severely were
of course those who had been speculating in any way,
but above all others, specularors in land : those who had
either purchased or improved heyond their actual means
upon the expectation of that credit and accommodation
being continued, which had enabled them to commence
these operations,  Ordinary traders have much greater
facilities in the money-market; and their speculations
are much more spcedily terminated. The improver of
land has 1o deal with property not easily convertible into
money, and his adventures extend necessarily over a
long course of years. Persons in this situation soon
found their borrowed capital withdrawn, When the fall
of produce made it diflicult for them to pay the interest,
they were suddenly called vpon for the principal : they
ha({ votten into a situation which no prudence could
have enabled them to «void, because it was the result of
events which no sagacity could have forescen. They
had for many years been tempted to speculate by a
facility of obtaining capital or credit, which in a month
or two was utterTy withdrawn; and before the least
warning had been given, either by the course of events,
or by the dealers in money and accommodation, a sup-
port was removed which the most cautious of men might
well have expected to be continued indefinitely, o1 at
any rate, to be graduaily removed.

House of Commons, April 9, 1816.
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The Farmer suffers exclusively from Tazation.

- It must be remembered that part of the taxes fall
directly and exclusively upon the l.nded interest. Some
of the assessed taxes, and the enormous malt, beer, and

irit duties are clearly of this deseription. DBut next,
z{;serve how differently the farmer 1s situated in these
times from the other parts of the community, with re-
spect to the rise in wages, produced partly by the taxes,

The cemmodity in which he deals is on the decline in
point of price from over cultivation; he cannot there-
fore throw the tax upon the consumer. If manufactured
goods are in high demand, the customer pays the duties
to which the manufacturer may be subjeet, either di-
rectly or indirectly, by the rise of wages caused by those
taxes. If those goods are falling in price, the tax presses
upon the manufacturer himself. Now this is, and for
some time past has been, in a peculiar manner, the state
of the farmer, who indecd never has the means of sud-
denly accommodating the supply of his commodity to
the demand with the nicety and dispatch observable in
the operations of trade.

House »f Commoans, Adgriculturad Distress, April 9, 1816.

Abuse of Poore Laws.

But a still more material circumstance distingnishes
the sitnation of the farmer from that of the manufae-
turer, relieving the latter at the expensc of the former :
I allude to the state of the law, which turows upon the
land the whole burthen of maintaining the poor, and
reduces the price of all labour below its natural level, at
the sole expense of the cultivator. It is well known to
the Committee, that, whatever may have been the in-
tention of the legislature (and the meaning of the statute
of Elizabeth 1is sufliciently plain), yet, from a defect in
the powers of the Act, the money raised for the support
of the poor is paid entirely by the land.

Persons i trade only pay in so far as they are also
owners of real property. Thus a manufacturer who is
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deriving ten or twelve thousand a-year from his trade is
rated as if he only had a large building worth four or
five hundred a-year beside his dwelling-house, while his
neighbour, who possesses a farm of the same yearly value,
pays as much-—that is, the man of ten thousand a-year
in trade pays no more than the man of five hundred
a-year in land. Yet, only observe the difference between
the twoin relation to labeur and tothie poor. The farmer
employs a few hands; the manufacturer a whole colony :
the farmer causes no material augmentation in the num-
ber of paupers; the manufacturer multiplies paupers by
wholesale : the one supports; the other makes paupers—
manufactures them just as certainly, and in something
of the same proportion, as he manufactures goods.

Tl imequality of this distribution is plain enough, but
I am now speaking of it in its relation chiefly to the sub-
ject of wages. From the abuse of the poor-laws, it has
beconie the prevailing practice to support, by parish relief,
not merely persons who are disabled from working by
disease or age, but those who, though in health, cannot
earn enough to maintain them; and, by a short-sighted
policy wholly unaccountable, the custom has spread very
widely of keeping down the wages of labour by the appli-
cation of poor-rates, as if anything could equal the folly
of paying rates rather than hirve; of parting with the
distribution of your own money, and of paying for labour
not 1 proportion to your own demand for that labour,
but in proportion to some general average of the district
you chance to live in.

I pass over the inevitable eifect of this arrangement in
raising the total amount of the sums paid for labour, and
in throwing upon one farm the expenses of cultivating
another less favourably circumstanced; it is enough for
my present purpose to remark, that the whole eftect of
the system 1s to make the land pay a sum yearly, levied
in the most unequal manner, applied in the least econo-
mical way, for the purpose of lowering the wages gene-
rally, and lowering the wages of manufacturing as well as
agricultural labour. From this unquestionable position I
draw two inferences, I think equally undeniable, and
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bearing directly upon the subject of our present inquiry ;
the one 1s, that the effects of taxation in raising the price
of labour are not distributed equally over all classes of
the community, but fall exclusively upon the land, the
land paying for the rise which the taxes have occasioned,
both in agricultural labour and in all other kinds of
work. The other is, that, even if the fall in the prices of
provisions should apparently restore wages permanently
to their former level, the real state of wages would still
be raised, and the real costs of cultivation be augmented,
unless the poor-rates also had been bronght back to their

former amount.
Speech on Agr. Distress, House of Com., dpril 9, 1816.

Pernicions Influence of Foor- Laws.— Iiarly Marriages.

I confess that I see but one radical cure for the state
imto which this last abuse has thrown the country (al-
luding to the puor-rate), and which is daily growing
worse, ceranging its whole economy, debasing its national
character. 'The inequality of the system may be reme-
died 5 at lcast I would fain hope that some method might
be devised, without having recourse to the odicus ma-
chinery of an income-tax, for making the other property
bear its share with the land in defraying the expense
which should fali equally on all income, if it is to be com-
pulsory upon any. But though great relief may thus be
obtained, the worst vices of the system are deeper seated,
and admt, I fear, but one cure. As the law 1s now admi-
nistercd, under the nfluence of the habits which have
unfortunately grown up with tiie abuse of it, the lower
orders look to parish relief no longerwith dread or shame,
but they regard it as a fund out of which their wants
may at all times be supplied. To say nothing of the
effeets of this feeling upon their habits of industry and
cconomy,—to pass over its fatal influence cn their charac-
ter, and especially on their spirit of independence,—only
observe how it removes all check upon imprudent mar-
riages, and tends to multiply the number of the people
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beyond the means of subsistence—that is, to multiply the
numbers of the ﬁmor.

A young couple who feel inclined to marry never think,
now-a-days, of waiting until they can afford it,—until they
have a prospect of being able to support a family. They
hardly consider whether they are able to support them-
selves. They know, whatever deficits may arise in their
means the parish must make up, and they take into their

~account the relief derivable from this source as confi-
dently, and with as little repugnance, as if it were a part
of their inheritance. It is truly painful to reflect that our
peasantry, who, some time ago, used to regard such a
supply with dread,—used to ccuple every notion of ruin,
misery, and even degradation, with the thought of coming
upon the parish,—should now be accustoming themselves
to receiving relief almost as if it were a regular part of
their wages. I can see but one effectual remedy for this
great and growing evil; it i1s the one which follows so
inmerliately from the principles unfolded in Mr. Mal-
thus’s celebrated work.

Speech on Agricultural Distress, April 9, 1816.

Liberty of the Press.—Is Truth a Libel?

As the law of libel now stands, the chief evil felt by
persons accused of offences of this nature is this—that,
if prosecuted for libel, it 1s of no manuner of consequence
to the trial of their cause—it i1s a weight which enters
not at all into the scale—whether the matter of the alleged

« libel is consistent with truth, or totally false. I will
suppose that a statement, not one item of which is
overchorged, containing reflections on Government, or on
an inaividual, i1s published, and that the author is
prosecuted by Government, or the individual: let the
statument be ever so true, I am willing to admit that the
prosecution should be criminal; but I contend that the
question, whether the matter is true or false, ought to
be taken into consideration by the jury. To say that the
measures of Government are bad, and that the Minister

C
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who prepares them ought to be impeached, or that A,
B., a given individual, is guilty of felony, though never
sc true, might frequently be highly criminal ; because
there are cases in which nothing but malice could have
originated such charges, and other cimumstances, besides
the allegations being true or not true, might account for
the publication, and from them a malicious motive might
be inferred. Nevertheless, no one can deny, first, that
the crime would be greater if the allegations be false;
and that will be considered In estimating the amount
of the punishment; but, secondly, though on trial truth
is no absolute justification, yet it ought to enter into
the consideration of the cause, because in many cases it
would be decisive for or against the defendant.

I will first put the case of a private libel, because it is
more likely malice would enter into the composition of
this, as it is diflicult to conceive a person guilty of inten-
tional melice on subjects of public concern. 1 will sup-
pose that a person has published, that A. B. has been
guilty of felony ; it does not follow, because he may have
been guilty, that the publisher was not also guilty of a
Iibel ; but what I maintain 1s, that the truth or falsehood
ought to be considered by the jury, in ordev that they
might ascertain if the motives of the party accused of the
libel were innocent or not. There is no case in which
the falsehood of the charge would not be decisive against
him, though there might be many in which it would not
be decisive for him. If I say A. B.is guilty of felony,
and it turns out to be false, I am a libeller ; though it
does not foliow that the truth being so would always
exculpate me. But, then, is the truth always to be
excluded? Unless those who take a ditferent view of the
guestion are prepared to say, that in no possible case can
the truth or falsehood of the fact be material as to the
malice or purity of motives, then they must agree with
my conclusion, that the court should have the truth of
the facts before them, not as conclusive for or agaiust the
defendant, but as going to show the purity or malice of
his motives.

Motion on the Liberty of the Press, May 8, 1816.
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Evidence which the Defendant may put in, tn Tria. for
a Libel.

If a party be prosecuted for a libel, it is :ompetent
for the defendant to show on w~t occasion he was in-
duced to publish it; and if it were iu answ-r to any former
attack, he has a right to bring this forward in ¢~ Jence.
But to what does this lead ? If I libet a part; is no
justification that he libelled me before,as I¢ ' .0 have
prosecuted him for his libel, instead of add.. 7 ufience to
offence. But, although the courts say that this 1s no
justification, yet they allow it to be given in evidence
order to cast a better light on the conduct of the defen-
dant ; the malice or purity of his motives being the noint
to which the attention of the jury is really directe .

Again, all circumstances attending the manner of - .
lication are allowed to be given in in eviaeuce, not a~ a..y
justification, but because they tended to show the motives
of the publication. If a member of the House of Com-
mons published his speech, or a private person an acc ..o
of what transpired in a court of justice and that - L. .. -
tion contained a hbel, it would be no justification that ..
speech had been spoken or the matter had passed in
court. In cases of this kind, the courts said, it was no
justification to prove that you were only the reporter,
but they allowed it to be given in evi-lence, and to go tc
the jury, because they were sifting «r' - che purity or
malice of motives: they inquire, < Lla .~ "went and
defame, or did he only give a del matory ~~ch. which
might be spoken, but not publish ;. isses

mination ?”’
I b t-dl

Evedence in cases of Hige " 7. .

It is well known. in the celebrated ¢..- »f Lord Rus-
sel, the evidence of r. Tillotson was au. ..t.d to prove
that his Liordship’s habits of life were moral : even agains?
the iinputation of high treason was this evidence alloweq,

to show the improbability of such guilt being compatible
c 2
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with opposite liabits of life. In the case of Horne Tooke,
also, who was tried for high treason in the year 1794, a
‘hook which he had written in 1782 was permitted to be
put in as evidence of his loyalty. -

I allude to his celebrated letter, addressed to Mr.
Yunning, upon the subject of parliamentary reform; and,
fortunately for Mr. Tocke, there happened to be in that
letter, together with many constitutional doctrines, some
very satisfactcry proofs of his loyalty. Upon that ground
the book was tendered as evidence, and upon that ground
it was received. It was not, of course, considered as a
justification, but it went to prove the probability or im-
probability of a man using the question of parliamentary
reform, in 1794, as a cloak to cover purposes of high
treason, who, in 1782, had written upon the same subject
with much loyalty. s

',

i

The Truth of a Libel ought to be considered.— Restric-

tions on Political Discussion.—Licentiousness of the
Press.

~ The question is, What is there in the nature of truth
that it should not be taken into account in cases of libel ?
Why should that only be omitted which in many cases
33 conclusive—in all is of weight; conclusive where the.
charges are false, and of weight where they ave true 7 .
The present system limits the freedom of discussion
on public matters of every description: this must be ad-
mitted by all; but they would rely, in answer, on the
probable mischiefs which would ensue from letting in the
truth—which, they would allege, would amount to a
greater inconvenience than the present restrictions on
political discussion. When 1 refer to this evil, and com-
pare it with the mischief to which the character of any
one is now subject, much as I regret the former, I would
prefer, if obliged, to confine redress to one of the evils, to
remedying the latter. With regard to this, the best
that can be said is, that the press is, like the air, ¢ a
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chartered libertine,”” and that we must be content to
suffer a little in private character for the sake of pre-
serving that liberty; but I have said enough to show
that this liberty degenerates, in many instances, into
absolute licentiousness ; and I consider that licentiousness
to arise from this cause, that there is no public person to
watch over the property or character of individuals.

By the. inveterate practice of our law, wrong suffered
by a private person can only be redressed by that per-
son himself. When a man’s character s attacked, be
ihe pain and injury he suffered ever so great,—be the
person who made the attack the most malicious of men,
and his motives the most iniquitous,—it is a thousand to
one he escapes with impunity, Deces the law afford no
redress 7 I shall be asked. Why does not the injured
individual come forward? His reasons are these: there
are two ways pointed out for redress—by action and by
indictment. Suppose fhe former to be preferred: the
accuser is, indeed, defied te prove the truth, but the
injured person goes into court for a verdict; and then,
after running the gauntlet of having all lus affairs ex-
posad to the impertinence or pruriency of public animad-
version—alter submitting to a speech from the defendant’s
counsel ten times worse than the original libel—after all
the expense of a trial, and the risk of being turned round
on a point of law—he appeals to a jury for damages, to
estimate the value of his character ; and those who know
how juries are composed, would probably agree with him
that, for the worst injury done to a private individual’s
character, they would be very apt to give very inadequate
damages.,

- Thus a plaintiff would go out of court, with an ingeni-
ous speech irom his counsel, with another from the counsel
employed on the opposite side, and damages to the amount
of £40 or £50. The proceeding by action seems to me,
in the present state of the law, to be liable to great ob-
jections. Those objections are felt by individuals, and
therefore they do not choose to adopt such a mode,
The emolument which a slanderer accumulates by the

propagation of his calummy, constitutes the fund out of
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which the .person aggrieved i to ‘be remunerated in
damages. .The libeller breaks open the recesses of an in-
dividual’s private life; he holds them up as a source of
profit to public observation; he absolutely coins the cha-
racter of his victim ; .and out of what he has gained in
this base manner, the person accused is paid, perhaps,
£100 or £150.

- Safety can only be found in a criminal prosecution ;
and I should never advise an individual to institute an
action for libel, if it were not for the one material point
which forms a principal subject now under discussion.
If T went into court to prosecute a person who has slan-
dered me, I do not defy the defendant to prove the truth
of hi". charge. On the contrary, in taking such a course
X seem to admit the truth of the accusation; and, in fact,
the public are always ready to suppose ‘the charge to be
true when the person aggrieved institutes a criminal pro-
secution against the accuser. On such occasions it is
observed, that the plaintiff would not have had recourse
fo this mode, but for the purpose of preventing the de-
fendant from proving the truth of what he has alleged,
This is practically the reason why men do not prose-
cute for libel. But if the defendant be allowed the
pover, In cases of civil prosecutions for libel, to prove the
fact, not as a ground of justification, but as a matter
worthy of being considered by the jury, all the objec~
tions against this course of proceeding would be done
away.

. Eﬂery man would then have a peaceful weapon to pumsh
bis traducer, and a sufficient shield to protect his cha-
racter from the imputation of having selected this parti-
calar mode, in order to prevent his opponent from esta-
blishing the truth of what he asserts. By making this
alteration, additional facility would be given to freedom
of discussion, and additional security would be afforaed
to the rights of private character. For all offences against
the state there is an effectual remedy. No person can
Libel the government with impunity, because it is not
liable to those feelings which actuate private individuals,
The only character which is not thoroughly protected, and
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for which retributive justice is not provided, in case of
libellous attacks, is that which is likely to suffer more
from such attacks than could be inflicted by the most
licentious cbservations made by the press on the govern~

ment.
Ibid.

In Libel the whole Bearings should be viewed by the
Jury. ~

Before 1 proceed to state the remedies I mean to pro-
pose, I shall call the attention of the House to the incon-
sistencies in principle by which truth is admitted in soine
cases and excluded in others. In 1735, when Lord Hard-
wicke presided in the Court of King’s Bench, the right of
pleading the truth in justification was denied. Siuce that
time, however, 1t has been allowed that the teuth, i all
casee for action by libel, be pleaded as matter of justificas
tion. Now, wky should it not also be 2llowed, where a
criminal prosecution is resorted to? Because, 1t is said,
in the latter case there is no private feeling or motive, as
there is in the former. 'This principle, horvever, is not at
all borne out by the practice. ;

A private individual may apply to the Court of King’s
Bench for a eriminal information, 1n case of libel, and, 1n
that proceeding, he is called on to state the truth in an
affidavit. This does not take place at the trial, but at the
discussion which takes place when the trial is moved for.
On such an occasion the plaintiff must swear that the libel
is false, although he is not prosecuting for damages for a
private injury. He is prosecuting for the publie, in the
King’s riame, and he i1s therefore only in the light of a
witness. Why, then, has he a right to be more rectus in
curid here than if he brought his case before a grand
jury ? He here asks for an extraordinary intervention of
the Court, who will not grant it without a positive affida-
vit that the libel is false ; but, if he goes before a grand
jury, and they find a bill, no opportunity is given on the
trial of hearing evidence as to the truth or falsehood of
the libel ; it is quite sufficient to prove it. Now, with
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respect to the application for a criminal information,
it 13 what the public have a right to, if that be the
speediest and most proper way of putting an end to a
business of this kind. But the conduct of the Court shows
that such application is, in fact, a private maltter, although
the proceeding is of a criminal nature ; for the plaintiff is
called on to waive his right of a private action, and he
must waive it before the application 1s made, which is a
course quite inconsistent with the idea of a prosecution for
a public wrong.

- It appears to me, however, that the proving the libel
tec be true 1s not a sufficient justification ; for which rea-
son it follows that, neither in a private action for da-
mages, nor in a public criminal prosecution, should the
truth be taken as a justification, but in each case it ought
to go to the jury for their consideration. Much injury
may be done to the feelings of a man by dragging his -
affairs before the public, and giving a true statement of
them. The truth, in such a case, may add to the great-=
ness of the injury; yet, in a civil action, if the truth be
proved, it 1s a sufficient answer to the plaintiff.

Many cases may be imagined, and such cases often
occur, where, according to the common adage, ¢ the
greater the truth, the greater the libel.” If, therefore,
a change be made at all in the law on this point, it ought
to be, that neither in a civil action, nor in a criminal
prosecution, for a public or a ptivate libel, the truth
should be received as entirely justifying the defendant,
but it should be suffered to go to the jury as matter ior
their consideration. In civil actions it would guide them
in assessing the amount of damages; in criminal pro-
ceedings it would enable them to judge whether the de-
fendant had acted from malicious motives or from feel-
ings of a public nature.

Ibid.

The same in Public Libel.

I can also imagine cases in which public libels may
be true, and yet the truth may be injuricusly stated.
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For example, it might be true fo state that provisions
were dear, but’if that statement were made to a multi-
tude in an inflammatory and exaggerated manner, it
would be a libel. In the same manner, to address troops
upon the subject of their pay in such a way as tended to
excite disaffection or mutiny would be libellous, even
though the matter stated were true, and harmless if
stated in a different manner. So, in a case which was
tried, where a regiment embarking for foreign service
were told that the ship in which they were to go was
leaky, the offence was punished. Now it might have been
true (in that particular case, however, it was not) that
the ship was in that condition, and yet the exigencies of
the state, at that particular period of the war, might have
rendered such a thing inevitable, and the mentioning it
in an exaggerated manner would be an offence.

- In the same way reports spread with regard to inva-
sion, the succession to the Crown, and other State affairs,
though perfectly true, yet are held by the iaw to be
punishable under certain circumstances. It is, therefore,
no part of my plan, either in civil or criminal cases, to
make the truth, even when proved, a defence of libel,
but merely that it shall be taken into the account; that
it shall be given as evidence; that it shall go to the
jury, and come within the scope of their inquiry, when
they assess what they may think fit and adequate

damages,
Ibid.

Preservation of the Peace the Principle of the Law of
Libel.—Inconsistencies of that Law.

I am aware that there may be great and important
cbjections to the changes proposed; but I do not despair
of being able to offer a satisfactory answer to them all.
The first I am prepared to meet 1s, that in a prosecution
for libel, proceeding on its tendency to disturb the peace.

and not on its injurious effect on character, the truth or
C O
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falcehood of the matter alleged is of no consequence, and
should not be brought into view. -

The answer to this, I think, is easy, completely satis-
factory-—even irresistible. ‘This allegation of a breach
of the peace is merely a fiction of the law, merely a rea-
son for giving the court jurisdiction, merely a creature of
judicial refinement, similar to that of a father recovering
damages for the seduction of his daughter. The action
in this latter case is not brought nstensibly to punish the
seducer or to obtain compensation for the injury the
family has sustained, but proceeds on the ground that he
has been deprived of the benefit of her services, and is
entitled to damages for the loss. The tarnished honour
of his family, his own wounded feelings, the disgrace
and degradation of his child, are all %eft out of view
by the law; and the fathe -, considering his daughter as
his servant, of whose services he is deprived, comes for-
ward, under the authority of law, merely with a claim
of compensation for those services.

Who is there, however, in practice, that ever looks
upon the matter in this light? and how ridiculous would
it be, in cases.of seduction, to allot damages on the onl
principle that a iegal fiction allows? In case of libef:
the legal fiction proceeds or th:ie idea that character is
nothing, and that the tcndency to a breach of the peace
1s everything. But why adhere to such a fallacy ?—why
not admit that character is of some value-—that it is
property which deserves some protection—and that the
robbery of our goods and chattels will infer the penalty
of death? 'The robbery of our good name, which is
dearer to us than any other species of possession, deserves
a certain degree of punishment, although the act may
have no tendency to create tumult or a breach of the
peace. But if anything can prove the futility of this
objection, it is the second answer I will return to it. “If
the tendency to a breach of the peace is the only ground
of proceeding in cases of libel, how comes it that this
tendency to a crime is punished with more severity than
the offence itself 7 When a riot is excited—when vio-
lence ensues—in short, when the peace is broken, the
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punishment is often of small importance, while the penal-
ties of libel are frequently very severe. S

In some cases, three or six months’ imprisonment are
awarded for a breach of the peace; whiie a year, or twe
years, with a heavy fine, are adjudged for the publication
of libel. Here the tendency to crime is punished more
heavily than the crime itself. Does not an absurd -
ference like this show the fallacy of the premises from
which it is legitimately drawn? and, consequently, that
a breach of the peace 1s not the true ground of pro-
ceeding in cases of libel? The difference between the
fiction and the practice of the law may be still further
shown by an appeal to the case of duelling. Suppose
that, instead of publishing defamatory matter calculated
to break the peace, a party challenges another to fight a
duel--suppose they go out—suppose even death ensues,
or that one of them kills his antagonist, then would no
punishment follow this outrage, unless there was some
unfairness in the transaction.

This is the practice of the law, and this the spirit of
its present administration. The law, howevei, cannot
contemplate this unfairness : it merely considers the act,
and should pronounce judgment accordingly. It decrees
no punishment here for an actual breach of the peace;
but, in the case of libel, it punishes the tendency to it.
Consummation of erime is privileged with impunity, while

the steps to it are punished with severity.
Ibid.

The present Libel Law a Nuility.

What is the effect of the present practice in cases of
libel ?—When the plaintiff chooses to proceed by action,
the truth, and the truu. alone, is put in issue ; when he
proceeds by criminal prosecution, the truth of the li-
bellous statements is not regularly put in issue, but the
prosecutor’s character suffers more than if theﬁr were

regularly examined. Does it not almost always happen
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that insinuations are liberally dealt out—that hints are
made-—that the jury, the court, and the public, by means
of the defendant’s counsel, are let into all the facts they
could desire? The legal assistants of.the defendant
are in the habit of lamenting that their hands are tied up,
otherwise that they could prove the charge, and that the
prosecutor has chosen to proceed by indictment, where
he was sure truth could not be listened to, rather than
by an action of damages, where it certainly would have
been turned against him, Allthe facts are brought hy
a side wind before the jury, and make an impression the
more uinfavourable in proportion as they are undefined in
their nature, and eked out with surmises, hints, suspi-
cions, and insinuations—the mists of which a rigorous

examination would scatter.
1bid.

Precedent no Defence of Illegality.

The right honourable gentleman seems to think
that he has made out an unanswerable case, when he
shows that a similar bill was sanctioned two years ago.
But what defence is that of an innovation upon the com-
mon law of the land and the principles of the Constitu-
iton? Am 1 to be told, when I complain of a measure
which violates the ancient legal practice of the realm,
which sets at nought the wholesome provision of our
ancestors for the protection and liberty of all residing
within the realm, and which vests an arbitrary power in
the executive government, that that measure is not to be
arraigned ?——that no jealousy is to be entertained upon
the subject, becaure two years ago a similar one was
authorized by Parliainent ? With all due deference for
the argumentative talents of the Right Honourable Gen-
tleman, I must still venture to think that the practice is
not less novel because it is two years old.

House of Commons, May 10, 1816.
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Authorities on the Law of Nations——The Alien Act
unconstitutional,

The right honourable gentleman seemed also at a’
loss to imagine why we, on this side of the House, feel so
much jealousy on the subject; and, in order to convince
the House that there was no ground for jealousy at all,
he quoted the authority of Puffendorf. Puffendorf, a
Swede, a writer upon the law of nations, a jurist,
brought in by the right honourable gentleman to de-
cide upon a question of municipal law, to determine
whether it is compatible with the British Constitution, of
which he knew nothing, of which he could know nothing,
that aliens should be subject to certain restrictions! I
am a little astonished, indeed, to hear Puffendorf ap-
pealed to by the honourable gentleman opposite ; for I
remember, some years ago, when a question which really
involved the principles of public law was agitated in this
House, when we had to discuss the legitimacy of an
attack carrying war and devastation into a friendly
foreign state, and Puffendorf was quoted to shew what
are the great maxims of the law of nations, as applicable
to that particular case, the answer from the other side of
the House was, What! would you have us sink in this
great struggle upon the authority of Puffendorf ?—~would
you have us go o the bottom ‘with Puffendorf in our
pockets ?—~woyld you have us perish because Puffendorf
has declared that we had no right to do what we did ?

As to Puffendorf, however, %wish to be understood as
speaking with all that deference and respect to which his
vreat authority as a jurist entitles him; but the right
honourabic gentleman might as well have quoted the
Ixoran, the Talmud, or the Levitical Law, to support his
argunient, as to plead his Puffendorf,

For my own part, I go to different and to better au-
thorities,—the common law and the statute law of these
realms; and I call on right honourable gentlemen to de-.
clare what other law there is upon the subject, and upon
what grounds the novel and alarming proposition rests,
that the King, as a matter of right, in time of peace, can
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seize the person of a peaceable alien foreigner residing
within the realm, and send him out of the country. . .
. . The law is the same as regards British subjects
and foreigners as far as regards personal liberty, though
the latter are certainly under some rvestrictions with re-

ard to property.
BRTE 10 PROPETY Iid,

Greal Britain a Refuge for Persecuted Foreigners.

The British empire has always been regarded as that
spot in civilized Europe where every man is secure in his
property, his liberty, and his opinions, no matter what
country may have given him birth. History attests, that
when persecution drove the inhabitants of the south of
France, of the Low Countries, of the north of Italy, from
their habitations, our hospitable shores were crowded
with refugecs, who sought here that safety and that free-
dom which their native land denied them. They sought
it, and found it. They brought their wealth, where they
had any. and they brought what, perhaps, was more va-
luable, their industry and skill, which they poured into
our lap. The asylum which our humanity granted they
amply repaid us for. Are we, then, now prepared to
abandon that mild, and liberal, and humane policy which
has earned for us so honourable and glorious a distine-
ticn, and, by fettering the alien ioreigner with restrictions,
or suspending penalties over his head, render even this
country uo longer his secure refuge in the moment of his
calamity ?

Even in recent times, and I appeal to the knowledge
of many who hear me, there have been actuaily remit-
tances made to this country by persons abroad, in con-
sequence of apprehensions of violence on account of
religious differences. I do not name any particular state,
because I do not wish to mingle a very important ques-
tion with the one now before us; but the fact is un-
doubted, that large sums have been so remitted, in the
confident expectation that they to whom thiey belongad
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might enjoy here, as formerly, the full benefit and pro-

tection of English laws.
| Id.

Religious Consideraiions in Educating the Poor.

Throughout the arrangements which I hope to see
established for the removal of ignorance and vice, I trust
that nothing will be admitted offensive to any religious
opinions, while care must by all means be taken that
nothing be allowed to interfere with the just privileges of
our national establishment.

House of Commons, (Education of the Poor of Londony,
May 21, 1816.

Right of the Clergy to Tithes.—Sacredness of Church
Property.—FPower of Parliament.

I am ready to avow that the rights of the Church to
the property it enjoys are as sacred as the rights of indi-
viduals to their estates or freeholds; and that the parson
of the parish has as good a right to his tenth of the pro-
duce of the soil as the body of proprietors to the other
nine parts. This tenth cannot be interfered with, cannot
be reduced, cannot be taken away, without violating the
law under which the great body of the community enjoy
their rights of property. But, while I consider the right
to tithes to be as sacred as any other rights of property,
I cannot allow that it is more so in any other sense than
that it confers a title to a species of property devoted to
sacred purposes, to support a body of men who guide the
religious exercises of the community. More sacred, in
the sense of its being inviolable, it cannot be; and, as the
evercise of all rights of property can be regulated by the
Legislature when the general welfare demands its inter-
ference, so may this. Nay, I will even go farther, and
say, that Parliament can legislate in this species of pro-
perty when it cannot do so in otheis,

House of Commons, May 22, 1816.
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Tithe.~Compulsory Commutation.

Other plans have been proposed, and, among the rest,
one, of which the great principle is to appoint commis-
sioners to survey and iuspect the land, and then to value
the tithe, and make an award in consequence, compulsory
both on the landholder and titheholder. I object to this

provision on account of the compulsion which it involves.
Tbid.

Plan for Commutation of Tithes.

I think there canrot properly be one uniform regula-
tion for all the kingdom, but that a variety of plans rmght
be adopted, suited to the varied conditions of the parties,
but none of them compulsory. There would be no harm
in allowing, in some cases, a lease, in others a sale, in
others an exchange, with the sanction of the authorities
tc which the superintendence of the interests of the
Church might be intrusted. A bishop or a patron of a
living would not be likely to sanction an improvident
bargain, however much the necessities of the incumbent
might induce him to make one.

Some general law, regulating the system of commuting
tithes, has become indispensable. At present, the con-
tracts between the parishioner and the incumbent are
constantly liable to be evaded. It is desirable that the
}Jarties should have the power of binding themselves in

aw to a determinate engagement. The holders of bene-
fices would discover that their interest is equally engaged
with that of the proprietors of lands. It would be advan-
tageous to all parties that a general regulation should be
adopted against taking tithe in kind. This could not at
all infringe on the proprietary rights of the Church; for,
n districts where improvement is chiefly carried on, it is
certain that the Church does not draw its fair tithe. No
doubt can remain on this point if the House will look at
the rental of lands and houses assessed to the property-
tax. It amounts to fifty millions; and of this it is not
too much to say that the Church does not receive above



FRIENDLY INTERVENTION, 41

one-fifth of its due proportion. It is, therefore, far from
being too hard a taskmaster ; and there can be no doubt
that, for the sake of the Establishment itself, it i1s advis-
able to place it on a better footing.

- The landowner would gain much, but the clergy would
gain more. 'The just and sacred vight of the Church
might, by being guarded against the expenses of collec-
tion and litigation, be converted from what is very often a
scanty pittance to an adequate and considerable revenue.
The want of such an arrangement is the true cause why
so many thousands of acres are left in a state of desert
nature, and why, with regard to what is in cultivation,
there is a perpetual squabble between the pastor and his
flock. In parishes presided over by what is called a
rigorous parson, nothing can be niore detrimental to the
interests of humanity than this kind of disputation, No-
thing can tend more strongly to alienate the minds of the
parishioners from a disposition to receive any teaching

from such a quarter.
| Ibed.

Friendly Intervention with Foreran States.

. The motion does not require this country to draw the
sword in favour of the persecuted Protestants of France,
Other means of redress are in our hands, which may be
used without any breach of amity. 1t is the duty of ling-
land to use them peacefully and delicately in proportion
to the importance and delicacy of the subject. It is the
- ' rof Government to make such representations to the

aotities in France as becomes the situation of that
country and the attitude we are entitled to assume., A
renewal of hostilities would not necessarily be the con-
sequence; on the contrary, in former times, when we
have felt ourselves called upon to interpose in favour of
those who were unjustly suffering, our sympathy has been
frequently rewarded by the desired object.

Ibad.
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" Restoration of the Bourbons.

- The noble lord has said that he who diminishes the
stability of the present government of France 1s no friend
to peace. It is true that conflicting opinions have been
entertained as to the propriety of our interference in the
establishment of the Bourbons, but both parties may now
join sincerely in the prayer that that family may not be
disturbed.- That 1t may continue on the throne of France,
presenting a firm front to its enemies, and a benevolent
countenance to its friends, must be the nearest and dear-
est wish of every man who rejoices in the happiness of
France and the tranquillity of Europe; but I am at =
loss to imagine how this Government is prevented from
remonstrating on the subject of the Protestants, at a time
when we have an army in France, and a general with
powers little less than sovereign. ~
| 1bid.

Conduct of Awt?'ia- to the Poles.

Something has been said of the great fidelity of the
Austrian Government to its engagements; but I wish
now to advert to one of those engagements, which is not
of a financial, but of a political nature. It was guaranteed
by the Powers assembled at the Congress of Vienna, that
the Poles should have a liberal constitution of govern-
ment. No steps have yet been taken by Austria and
Prussia to fulfil this engagement towards those portions
of Poland which have been confirmed to them. I under-
stand, however, that the Emperor Alexander, to his great
honour, has given a free Constitution to that principal
part of Poland of which he may be considered as the
sovereign. I think it would be well if Austria were re-
minded of her engagements in this respect.

House of Commons, May 28, 1816.
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Registration of Slaves.—* The murdered Men were only
Slaves.”

But it will not be sufficient to leave this registration to
the care of the Colonial Assemblies, who would not take
such effectual steps to carry it into operation as might be
wished. A proofof the construction they would be likely
to put in their own favour on such a measure, may be
found 1In the case where, at the interference of this coun-
try, it was made a capital offence to murder a slave with
malice prepense. This was afterwards construed into
murdering a slave without any provocation: so that by
that construction the most trifling provocation on the part
of a slave—even an angry word or a look—would be held
a sufficient justification of his murder. The conviction,
too, of a white man for the murder of a slave is a thing
almost unknown in the colonies, although it is notorious
that several of such murders have been committed. 1
could mention to the House three cases of as flagrant
murders of slaves, under circumstances as shocking as
ever disgraced human nature, and these were committed
in the presence of others, and in justification of them it
was sald that the persons murdered were only slaves.

House of Commons, June 19, 1816,

Rzght of the People to Petition.

Unlearned and incapable men are not to be precluded
from the exercise of their right to petition the House.
Such preclusion would indeed be inconsistent with the
privileges which the Constitution guaranteed to all Bri-
tish subjects, and it would be inconsistent also with the
best interests of the country; for facility of petitioning
forms a natural preventive against violence. It holds out
to the people an encouragement rather to petition this
House in all cases of redress, than to resort to illegal or
riotous measures. On the score of policy, as well as prin-
ciple, 1 am an advocate for facilitating the admission of

all petitions from the people.
January 29, 1817,
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Universal Suffrage.~Parliamentary Reform.

I am anxious to take this early opportunity of declaring
my decided opposition to the principle of universal suf-
frage, because it is my entire conviction that, if that mea-
sure were adopted, it would operate to destroy the
Parliament instead of reforming it, and to overthrow the
Constitution instead of amending it, while it must serve
to shake the universal security of property. I am, how-
ever, an advocate for that degree of reform which is
obviously necessary to remove those blemishes which have
been mixed up by time with that glorious fabric of human
wisdom, the British Constitution. I am decidedly ad-
verse to those wild, vague, impracticable propositions
(and, even if practicable, se¢ pernicious) which are so
loudly talked of.

Petitions for Reform of House of Commons, Jan. 29, 1817.

Right of the People to meet, and discuss their
Grievances.

I have heard with extreme indignation the sentiment:s
uttered by an honourable member early in the debate
(Mr. Dawson), that it is improper to assemble the
people at public meetings for the discussion of subjects
above their comprehension—a sentiment the more dan-
gerous because it is applauded by the side or which
the honourable gentleman sits. It is now, for the first
time that such language has ever been heard within
these walls; and I trust it will be the last time I shall
ever hear it said, that the discussion of their rights, and
the statement of their grievances, 13 above the com-
prehension of a free and enlightened people. And from
whom do such alarming docirines proceed? IFrom
whom but the very w%olesale dealers in popular
clamour—the great artists of outery and delusion—the
men who, on every occasion, are the most ready to
make appeals to the mob for the worst of purposes? Irom
whom but from those who, in 1784, had canted to the
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multitude about chartered rights, and, in 1807, had made
them parties to a theological controversy? ‘I'hese are
they who now dare to tell the people that their suffers
ings are above their comprehension, who had yet assisted
Mr. Pitt in giving the Constitution its first stab, and
backed Mr. Perceval in following up the blow ; conceiving,
truly, that though the householders of England cannot
understand the state of their affairs, the question of the
~ East India monopoly, and the Catholic claims, are sub-
jects quite level to the capacity of the rabbie.

January 29, 1817.

Englishmen have no Riyht to cluim Annual Parliaments
and Universal Suffrage.

I have no objection that the subjects of annual Parlia-
ments and universal suffrage should be discussed—that
they should be entertained as political quesiions—that
applications should be made to the House to support
them ; but what excites my displeasure is, that those who
most have read the history of their country, who are not
ignorant men, whe have reflected long on what they are
doing, urge the uminstructed and illiterate to demand
universal suffrage as their birth-right, to place it on the
same rank with personal liberty or security of property,
to declare it the ancient imprescriptible right of English-
men, and tell those whose opinions they direct, as a
matter of history, that it is for this right their ancestors
fought and bled. The men who make these statements
must know they are propagating delusions, and that
truth and fact are agamst them.

I am not unacquainted with the history of my country; -
but I have never read in any historian, or in any account
of the Constitution of England, that our ancestors fought
and bled for universal suffrage, or that, in the struggle
between the Crown and the people, on two very important
occasions, when our rights and hberties werethe subjects
of contention, in the times of King John and Charles I,
this. political doctrine was ever thought of by our brave
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and patriotic forefathers. In the former of these periods,
g0 far were our ancestors from allowing universal suffrage,
er any man who had attained the age of twenty-one to
vote, that the great body of the people were not repre-
sented at all, or, if represented, were represented in a way
very different from that now contended for.

January 31, 1817.

Abolition of Uselecs Places.— Pay of Public Men.

If my own views are the same as those entertained by
my friends below—and I have no reason to think other-
wise—I conceive they should not merely propose the
abolition of useless places, but proceed to a very disagree-
able task, although one which, in the present labouring
state of the finances of the country, is highly proper—
for I consider propriety and safety as one and the same
thing—that of reducing all the salaries of all the high
offices of state. No man has ever opposed more stre-
nucusly than I have done, that groundless clamour which
accused public men of receiving too great a proportion of
the public money. It would be much nearer the truth to
strike a balance, and say that some are paid at too high
a rate, while others are paid but moderately. But former
times are different from the present, and a different rule
of conduct is called for.

House of Commons, ¥eb. 7, 1817.

Opinion of Monarchy.—Court Splendour.

Public men cannot feel too sensibly the importance of
retrenchment at this moment. I am no enemy to the
true splendour that ought to surround the throne. No
man is more desirous than I am to support that monarchi-
cal establishment: existing in -this country which, in my

. - - gonscience, I most sincerely believe to be the only form of

ﬁovernment consistent with civil liberty ; but it is because
conceive that monarchy in danger that I recommend
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them tc bear in mind that the best safeguard of the
monarchy 1s the planting its roots firmly in the affec-
tions of the people; that, instead of the flourish of useless
ornaments and gaudy trappings, in the present distressed
state of the country, nothing is so becoming as for the
highest classes to sympathize with the lowest; that
nothing is so graceful as poverty in public men; that
nothing 18 so honourable as men in high stations, with
great opportunities of becoming wealthy, discharging their
duties, and neglecting the means of amassing riches; and
that the monarchy will be found more firmly planted in

proportion as the people see a diminution of all useless |

splendour.
February 7, 17,

Political Evils of Machinery.

Nothing can be more wicked than attempts to destroy
machinery such as the country has lately witnessed;
yet, at the same time, the feelings which exists against ma-
chinery must be a ground of formidahle alarm, for it shows
that, instead of now being, as it lately was, a source of
wealth, it 1s the cause of the most severe distress to a
great body of the people, because the hands thrown out
of work by the introduction of machines in one branch
can not now find employment in other lines. This is
a great evil, well deserving the serious attention of Par-

liament.
February 11, 1817.

Popular Delusions—Ignorance of Radicals of the
| English Constitution.

I put myself on my country, in comparison with the
noble lord (Cochrane), as to which of us has shown him-
seif to be the greater friend of the people of England.
But, Sir, 1 will not show my friendship for the people
by telling them falsehoods; I will not be a party
in practising delusions on the. people; I will not
take advantage of the warmth of popular meetings—a:
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great proportion of the individuals constituting which ars
necessarily ignorant of nice points of history and auti-
guity—to induce the people to sign such petitions ag
those . which have lately been presented to the House,
Sir, I do not blame the large body of the people for the
language in which they have expressed themselves ; but
I blame them, or rather I blame the fabficators of the
petitions by whom they have been palmed upon the
people, for having the assurance to declare that universal
suffrage is a right for which our ancestors shed their
blood.

I will not be a party to telling the people that,
twelve hundred years ago, this country enjoyed a free
and perfect Constitution. Gracious God! Twelve hun-
dred years ago! Sir, we have heard of histories of Eng-
iand, by various individuals and of various descriptions ;
but in what history of England is to be found, not cnly a
trace of this country’s having enjoyed a free and perfect
Constitution twelve hundred years ago, but a trace of its
having enjoyed any Constitution at all at that period ?
What do we know of the state of this country, in that
respect, in the year 6187 Why, we know little or
nothing of the Constitution of England half as many
centuries back; and what can we possibly know of its
Constitution two hundred years before the different
Saxon heptarchies were united under one monarch?
This is a specimen of the historical knowledge, of the
antiquarian research, of the acquaintance with constitu-
tional law, of these wiseacres out-of-doors, who, after
poring for days and nights, and brooding over their wild
and mischievous schemes, rise up with their little nos-
trums and big blunders to amend the British Constitu-
tion !

House of Commons, Feb. 14, 1817.

Political Persecution.~— Equal Distribution of Property.

An honourable friend of mine, who always speaks with
great force upon any subject, has observed that they
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ought not rashly to despise doctrines because they aré
absurd, or are entertained only by obscure persons; but
it might also be added, that the more absurd an opinion
is, the more easy it must be to explode it, and the
shorter must be its probable duration. Many are the
absurdities which, by persecution, are forced into repu-
tation, and many the men established as martyrs who
would otherwise have been the laughing-stocks of society.
No doctrine that ever has been promulgated, is more
likely, from its monstrous extravagance, to die a natural
death, than that of taking away men’s property and
doling it out to parishes for the purpose of again equally
dividing it among the community. But even a doctrine
as ridiculous as this might possibly be magnified inte
importance by persecuting the miserable enthusiasts who
professed it.

February 24, 1817. -

Politics a Trade.—Rewards to Public Men.

It seems, inducements must be given to men of talents
and respectability to enter the service of the State. This
is a delicate as well as a wide field of observation,- I
wish that the right honourable gentleman (Sir M. W,
Ridley) had gone more lightly over it. I am sorry he
has chosen the present crisis for so open and downright
an avowal to the public (now for the first time fairly told,
whatever they might have suspected), that politics are
a trade—that men betook themselves to it, as to other
lines of traffic, for emoiuments—and that it is a trade
which the state must encourage by high bounties.

Perhaps, the existing circumstances of the country, and
of all the other branches of its commerce, does not pecu-
liarly suit so open and undisguised a declaration of what
he could no longer doubt to be, in some instances, at
least, the fact, As to the other professions, with the
profits of which the right honourable gentleman has
compared the gains of professional politicians, I greatly
{fear he has overrated them. When he spoke, somewhat

D



) DANGEROYS INFLUENCE OF THE BANK OF ENGLAND.

unaccountably, of half-guinea motions as a very tempting
object of cupidity, he perhaps only mistook thz least
lucrative for the most lucrative branch of that most labo-
rious profession. But, let him take even the instances of
very great gain, and they are but few : 1 will venture 1o
assure him that there are no such things in the Jaw- as
laces of £14,000 a-year for doing nething ; and yet I
ave known of traders in the right honourable gentleman’s

~ line getting such things, after lives neither very lcng nor
very laborious in that line. .
o g .+ February 25,1817. - .

‘l. i

- Ralein receiving: Petitions. . -

- .. It is much better to receive a petition couched in loose

and incorrect language, where no disrespect is intended
by it, than to incur the imputation of cavilling with the
expressions and disregarding the complaints of the

people.
March 4, 1817.

Dangerous Influence of the Bank of England.

It had been an opinion of a predecessor of the Right
Honourable the Master of the Mint—a man somewhat
distinguished for his scientific attainments and excellent
judgment—I mean Sir Isaac Newton; it has been the
opinion of Sir Isaac Newton, that an increase of even
threepence in the price of gold is sufficient to endanger
every guinea in the country, This opinion that great
man has published, and has signed his name to it ; and,
if threepence in the price of gold can have such an
influence on the gold coin of the realm, what must the
effects of an equal or greater rise in silver be on the
silver currency ?

Yet, to this danger is the country constantly exposed,
while it remains with the Bank of England, by a single
stroke of the pen, to derange the market prices of both
gold and silver by a sudden and unrestricted issue of their
paper currency. I can assure the House that I speak of
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the Bank with the greatest respect—a respect mixed with
dread and alarm. I respect the Baunk, but I fear it also.
It is in vain to hope for any security for the circulation of
the new coinage, unless the earliest opportunity is taken
of withdrawing that control which at present restricts
the Bank from the payment of their notes and tokens in
specie. The moment the Bank pays on demand all dan-
ger is at an end. |
March 5, 1817.

Condition of the Artisans of Birmingham in 1817,

I will take the state of Birmingham as a fair symptom
of the state of commerce in general, intimately connected
as that great town i1s with the neighbouring counties in
all the branches of their industry and commerce. In a
population of 84,000 souls, about 27,500 are receiving
parish relief; of the workpeople one-third are wholly
out of employ, and the next are at half-work. The poor-
rates have risen to between fifty and sixty thousand pounds
a year, a sum exceeding, as I am informed, what the in-
habitants paid to the income tax. In 1812, when the
House was so greatly touched by the state of this place,
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