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OPINIONS

HENRY BROUGHAM, ESQ.

fNearo Dlacry,

Of the peculiaritics of the 1vest Indian Population, and the
difficultics of a transition from Slavery to Freedom.

IT may fairly be assumed, as a general principle, that a
multitude collected at random trom various savage nations,
and habituated to no subordination but that of domestic
slavery, are totally unfit for uniting in the regulations of
regular government, or being suddenly moulded into one
system of artificial society. In fact, the sudden formation

of a political body has always been found the most arduous

achievement 1 the art of eovernming.—Colonial Policy,
vol. 1. pp. 146, 7.

OQur Colonics are at present inhabited by a race of
ncgro slaves; they are not possessed of men fit for the
situation of subjects. They have as yet only the bodies
of subjects; bodies animated by the minds of slaves in
the rudest state of society; and no power under that
which called them into existence can a¢ once transform

them into men capable of supporting the relations re-
B
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quired for the counstitution of a free and civilized com-
munity. They are utterly unfit for the relutions of voluntary
labourers in a recular and cretlized stute.—Col. Pol. 1.
120, 1.

In fact, there 1s at least as wide a difference between
the habits of a slave and thosc ot a free subject, as be-
tween the nature of an African and that of a LEuropean.
A slave has to learn the difficult lesson of mdustry; as
difterent trom compulsory labour as it is from indolence
and sloth. Hitherto he has only obeved the mpulse of
another mans will; he has been actuated by no motives
but the fear of the lash. The gift of liberty brings with
it the burthen of thinking and willing and plannine; the
task of providing subsistence for himselt und lis family;
the obligation of performing all the social duunes. Tl
slave restored to Liberty has only had experience of those
parts of the functions of a citizen, which in themselves

are so disagreeable to his nature, that nothing but violence
could have induced him to perform them. Iti1s hard to say
from which of the two states, of slavery or rebellion, the
transition to the rank of a free subject 1s the greatest and
most difficult. But the negroes are not only mn a state of
slavery, they are in a low state of civilization. The
industry of a savage, his habits of voluntary obedience,
his capacity for enjoying civil and political nghts, and
in gereral lus fitness for becoming the subject of a peace-
able and regular community, is, if possible, more limited

than that of a mere slave. He has all those habits of
voluntary exertion to learn, which are wholly unknown
to the members of barbarous tribes, and which form the
bond of union among the inhabitants of civilized soclety,
The imnhabitants of rude nations, indecd, know of no
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medium between the extremes of servility and despotic
sway. They consist only of two classes of people—
tyrants or masters, and slaves.  Force 1s the only mduce-
ment to exertion, and mndolence the chief reward of
wealth or power.—Col. Lol 11, 134,

Of the fallacy of the Free Negro System, and the neccssity
of the fear of Pumshment to eccite Labour,

The complicated miquitics and the manifold disad-
vantages of the slave system, have for several years called
the attention of Luropean statesmen to the correction of
abuses so flagrant, and the remedy of cvils so pregnant
with danger. Various expedients have been proposed
during the wide discussion which those momentous ques-
tions have excited. Some zealofs have contended, with
an neacusable thoughtlessnsess, that the crimes of those

whose avarice has transferred the population of Africa to

the West Iundies, can only be expiated by immediate
emancipation of the slaves.  "The counsels of such fanatics
have unhappily been adopted and carrted 1nto cffect by
one of the most enlightened nations 1 the world; and
we have scen the consequences of those wnsane measures.
Of the plans sketched out, the most important arc those

which recommend an amclioration 1n the condition of the
negrocs, and a gradual change 1 therr hard lot. It has
been sugeested by many, that settlements not yet cultis
vated may be peopled by free negroes; and the most

sanguine hopes have been entertained ot the salutary con-
scquences of such a scheme.  Any plan which compre-
hends the idea of free negroes, or includes the word, 1s
pecubiarly adapted to accord with the feelings of those
worthy persons who are so keenly alive to the sufferings
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of the Africans in a state of bondage. It 1s natural,
therefore, that the schemes to which I allude should be
well received, and even eagerly embraced, before a suffi-

cient mterval 1s allowed for sober examination. These
projects arc dangerous in the cxtreme. I shall prove,
from the most simple and obvious considerations, the
inefficacy and impossibility of the plins proposed, and
then that the dangers of the new order of things in-
tended to be established by such schiemes, would bLe so
creat as to render thewr utter impracticability a real
blessing.

The desires and wants of man i a rude state are few,
and casily gratified. The chiet exertion to which neces-
sity impels him is the procuring of food, and his hunger
15 no sooner satisfied than he sinks into the luxury of
repose. When the natural fertility of the soil affords him
spontaneously, a regular, though simple perhaps, and scanty
supply, the powers of his mind become languid and fee-
ble, his corporeal strength decays, and he regards as the
greatest of all evils, any occupation that calls tor mental
exertion, or 1s attended with bodily faticue, The negroes,
though tn a less degree, are nearly in the same circums-
stances with the American Indians, to whose bondage and
toils they have been doomed to succeed. Born in a less
genial clirate, and compelled to procure their sustenance
by somewnat greater cxertions, they are not content witl
so smzll a portion of food, and view with less horror the
labour of providing it. Butbeyond this their industry docs
not extend ; hke all savages, they are excited to exertion
only by immediate necessity. If you talk to them of
convenlences and comforts, and the dcelights of activity,

you speak a language which they have not yet learned to
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comprehend; and the idea of a pleasure which must be
purchased with a toil, presents to their minds a contradic-
tion in terms. Were they, indeed, allowed to remain 1n

their own country, the influence of those desires which
spring from local attachment, the tics of kindred, and the
mtercourse of more civilized men, might by slow degrees,
awaken those appetites, and excite those artificial wants,
which alone can exvcite recular and effectice industry.  But
If suddenly removed to a milder chmate, and a more plen-
tiful soil, with their onginal repugnance to exert more
lubour than necessity prescribes, e cannot be imagined that
any thing except the power of a master can prevent them
from sinking into a state of lListless mactieity.  Accordingly
the negroes who have been transported to America are
uniformly found to be totally deficient m active industiy.
That those who continue in a state of slavery should ex-
hibit the appecarance of an mndolence, which nothing but
the immediate terror of the lash can overcome, 1s perhaps
more the consequence of their degraded condition, than
of their uncivilized state.  But the want of acticily is not
confined to the sluves ; the tree negroes are, with very few
exceptions, equally averse to all sorts of labour which do
not coutribute to the supply of their nimediate and most
uregent wants.  Improvident and careless of the future,
they are not actuated by that principle which nclimes
more civilized men to equalize their exertions at all times,

and to work after the necessaries of the dav have been
procured, in order to make up the possible deficiencies of
to-morrow ; nor has their mtercourse with the whites
taucht them to consider any gratification as worth obtain-
ing, which cannot be obtamed by a shight exertion of a
desultory and capricious industry.  The slaves, indeed,
who are forced to labour during the whole week for their



6

masters, shew some symptoms of application mn culti-
vating their own provision-grounds on the holidays allowed
them: but the most indolent of men, if pushed into
activity for the advantage of others, will naturally con-
tinue their exertions, at least for a short time, whea they
are themselves to reap the fruits of the additional toil ;
and the voluntary labour for their own profit, during the
little interval of liberty, mayv become tolerable, by form-
ing a contrast to the unrepaid and compulsory fatigues
which by far the greater part of their days are spent. In
fact, even under these favourable circumstances, the slaves
in our West Indian Islands allot but a very small portion
of their free time to the work for which they are with
certainty to be recompensed, by gains (hat no master cver
interferes with, Out of the six days per month, besides
accidental holidays which are allowed them in Jamaica
for the cultivation of their grounds, the more industrious
do not allow above sixteen hours to this employmeut.
As to the free negroes, il appears that their industry is
still more sparmng : of their mvincible repugnance to all
sorts of labour, the most ample evidence 1s produced m
the Rcport of the Committce of Privy Council, 1
1768 ; and the accounts which foreigners have given
of the same class of men, in almost all the other
Colonies, agree most accurately with the statements
collected by the Committec of Privy Council.  The
Abbé Raynal himself, with all s rnidiculous foudness
for S2VaTes, cannot m the present mstance so far twist
the facts according to his fancies and fechings, as to
oive a favourable portrait of this degraded 1ace. Nor
dloes 1t seem to be of much consequence, m this view of
the matter, whether the new stock of neeroes 1s imported
at once from Africa, or purchased i a state of slavery
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from the old settlements. Those who have been slaves,
cither in European plantations or the kingdoms of Africa,
especially the former, will, from habit, be more prepared
for labour, and more skilful in performing work, thaun frec
men i a rude state, who have never experienced the
hardships of faticue, The Mydah negroes, in their own
country, are, for the most part, in a state of bondage;
and their lands are mm much better cultivation than those
of the other tribes. Accordingly, in the West Indies
they arc uniformly preferred to all others for docility,
quictness, and submission to the master. The Ko.o-
mantees unite to greater strength a more flerce and un-

tamcable disposition; but such of them as have been
slaves in Africa are observed to apply with greater
alam'ity and cffect to field-labour, 1hese habits Qf?)l(f&[é‘i!?j,
however, have been formed by the constunt dread of punish-
ment ;o No }))‘f!t(‘f])f(.’ [ess ]Joa:rmj}d can mamban them ; and

they must cease with the masters authority, to whick they
vied Uherr exisience.—Col, Lol, 1. 104, ¢t sey.

The partial and nominal subjection of the negroes, or
their submission, as subjects, to the authority of those
men whom they formerly obeyed as slaves, will be merely
an intermediate and temporary result of the colonial
crisis, and cannot be expected long to exist.  Various
circumstances, both in the situation of the negroes thems-
selves, and i that of the luropeans, concur to render
such an arrangement only temporary, and to prevent 1t
from Dbeing any thing morc than an intermediate state,
preparatory to a further and more permanent change.
It must be remembered that the peculiar sttuation of the
negrocs will have very httle tendency to promote their
contentment and peaccable demeanour. ‘They will form
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the oppressed and labouring part of the commumty, des-
titute of property, deprived of the most essential privileges;
toiling for a mere subsistence, whilst others are enjoying
the fruits of their exertions. The class thus oppressed,
too, will be united by common origin, habits, and com-
plexion; indelibly distinguished from the superior order
by the same circumstances; united to the rest of the
community by no common principles or interest, and held
in subjection, though not mn slavery, by a handful of
strangers. It 1s casy to sce that so unnatural a state of

things cannot have a long duration; that a body formed
of such jarring pninciples must contain within itself the
seeds ot speedy dissolution. A race of men such as the
Africans can only be kept 1 subjection by the whites so
long as they are 1 chains: “ the day that makes a man a
slave,” says Homer, *“ destroyvs halt his worth; the day that
breaks his fetters destroys the whele authority and secu-

ritv of his master.” Whailst the slave system exists, the
division of the negroes, the watchtul eye of the overscer,

the constant fear of the drivers lash, may prevent the
multitude from uniting and overpowering the least nu-
merous class of the community. The masters, though
few m numbers, are civilized and united.  Each proprietor
of slaves has one constant and simple end in view—-the
preserving of subordination, and the furtherance of work.
The slaves are powerful, indeed, m numbers, but incapable
of acting with premeditation or skill, and are prevented
from combming, not only by the perpetual attention of
the master, but by various circumstances in their own
character and habits.  If] however, for the close inspection,
the mieresied care, and the absolute authorily of the master,

tnere 1s substifuted the general superintendunce, the limied
power, and the unconcerned evertions of the government,
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chiecked by the acknowledged rights of the negro subjeots, it
1s easy to see how rapidly a still further change will be ac-
compleshed, how short will be the durat ton of I uropean properiy
ana power. The circumstances of the negroes, and their
relative situation to the whites, will be constantly tending
to consununate the colomal revolution, by estabhshing
the complete independence, or, which 1s the same thing,
the supremacy of the most powerful cliss, and cflecting
the total cotirpation of Uhewr former masiers—Col, Pol.
1. 133, ¢t seq.

Of the necessity of Adbsolute  Poccer and of  Cuorporal
Punishment.

Nuothuoir but the subdicision of the nceroes, and their
subjection to the power of masters armed with absolute autho-
rity, can precent Lhem from acquiring that ascendancy to
cwhich decided superiority in numoers and strength naturally
and invariably leads.—Col. Pol. 1. 310.

It l'L‘(]Uil'L‘S very ittle arocument to prove that the quat-
tity of work which may be obtammed from a labourer or
drudge 1s Lable to be aftected as much by the injurious
trecatment that he receives, as by the idieness m which
he may be permitted to ndulge.  Where this drudge
15 4 slave, no motive but fear can operate upon his dili-
oence and attention. A constant mspection is therefore
absolutely nccessary; and a perpetual terror of the lash
is Lhe only preventive of indolence.—Abid. 1. 451,

Of admitting Negro Evidence.

The mere circumstance of slavery 1s not the only
rcason for rejecting the testimony of the blacks against

C
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the Europeans i the American Colonies. The distinction
of race; the radical difference of manners and character;
the perpetual opposition ot interests as well as prejudices;;
the inefficacy of oaths in the mind tempted by passion,
viintluenced by religious 1mpression, and a stranger to
the dictates of honour; these are the circumstances which
render a negro's testimony wtterly nadmissible azainst a white
man ; and they will mark the situation of the vassal as

decisively as they now do that of the slave.—Col. Pol.
1. 432.

Of the Time requared to alter the Habits of the Negro.

[ must be allowed to suspect that before we peopie
the unsettled Colonies with negsroes who will work for
hire, we must discover a new race of Africans, industrious
n their own country, or invent some method of operating
instantancously upon the tribes already known an enlargce-
ment of desires and a change of hubits, which, n the
natural progress of fuoman socicty, 1s the slow produce of
many succecdmg ages.—1Ibid. 1. 419,

Of the inefficacy of Lazcs to modify the conditrwons rj' Men i
the IVest Indies.

It is evident that two orders of men must be formed
in the West Indies: the whites, possessed of all the land,
entrusted with the whole civil power, clothed with do-
mestic authority; and the blacks, whose lives are spent 1n
poverty and subjection, toiling for masters whom they

consider as a different race of beings, and 1n whom they
recoenize the enemies that tore them froin their country.
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Between these two orders, there can exist no bhond of
union but that of force: they arc the oppressors and the
oppressed.  Similarity of complexion and situation will

constantly excite the one against the other, and there wilf
be no intermediate cluass, at least Jor a series et years, to soften
the transition, to hold the balaice, or to connect the two classes
torether. The white will always view the black as a hemng
ot an mferior order, bought with his money, depending
on him for suppert, and born for lus use.  Nay, should
we succeed m finding or creating a new generation of
white proprictors, hait’ the work would sull remain. The
Africans, too, must undereo a radical change; they must
be entightened with the ideas of abstract philanthropy,
and inspired with the sease of general expediency and
love of order. In such circumstances, 1t 1s idle to talk of
laws and regulations.  AMen must be frst found ready to
obey and to coutorm; manners and circumstances are
independent of any institutions, however positive. It is
vain to think of sccuring the privileges of the negro
vassal, so long as the hand of nature hus distinguished
him from his lord, and the circumstances of his situation
have given him the superonty i numbers as well as
strength,  The modificatious of slavery, established by

law in favour of the negroes, will, without rendering their
situation much more tolerable, give them far greater

opportunities to disturl the peace of the Colony. It 1s
casy, then, to see the vesult of all this. The Planters,
knowing that by law their vassals have cerram nights,
will use their power over them with far less moderation
than if they lay wholly at their mercy.  The negroes, on
their part, inding how nugatory their constitutional pri-
vileges become, the particulars most essential to their
happiness, and united by cvery tie which can induce men
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to make common cause, will avail themselves of the few
advantages of which their superiors cannot deprive them,
and @il at once revenge the injuries of thetr race— Col, Pol.
11. 430, et seq.

Of the impolicy of any interference by Parliament in the
Slave Codes of the Colones.

The details of the slave laws require minute and accu-
rate acquaintance with an infinite variety of particulars,
which can only be known to those who reside on the
spot. To revise the domestic codes of the Colonies would
be a task which no European government could under-
take, for want of information, and for want of time.
Any parhament, council, or senate, which should begin
such a work, would find it necessary to give up legis-
lating for the mother country, m order partly to mar and
partly to neglect the legislation of the Colonies. Let this
branch of the impernal administration then be left to the
care of those who are themselces the most immediately in-
terested in the good order and government of those distant
provimees, and whose knowledge of local circumstances (of
those things which cannot be writien down in reports, nor
told by witnesses) 1s more full and practical. 'The questions
of regulation are many and complex; they are stated by
a quomodo ; they lead to the discovery of means, and the
comparison of measures proposed. Without pretending

to dispute the supremacy of the mother country, we may
be allowed to doubt her ommiscience; and the colonial

history of modcrn Europe may well change our doubts into
disbelief. Without standing up for the privileges of the
Colonies, we may suggest their more intimate acquaintance
with the details of the question, and maintain that the
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interest both of the mother country and the Colonies
requires a subdivision of the labour of legislation; a dele-
gation of certain duties and inquiries to those who are
most ncarly connected with the result, and situated
within the reach of the matenals.—Col. Pol. 11. §04.

Of the Danger arising to the Iest India Colonies from the
Leample of, and Commaucation with, St. Domingo.

The permanent superiority of the Africans in St.
Domingo is an event which 1s on the eve of bemng accom-
plished. It is an event which at all times may be ex-
peeted, and 1s, m fict, the natural consequence of that
policy, equally incautious and inhuman, by which the
Antilles have been peopled by African slaves.—Col. Pol.

1, 149,

The neighbourhood of a negro state will prepare our
slaves for 1dcas of independence ; and the first incurstons
of the enemy must be the signal for revoit.—/Zbid. 11. 155.

There 1s, indeed, no direct communication between the
people of St. Domingo and the great body of ficld-negroes
i the opposite islands: but these have various oppor-
tunities of obtaining mformation from their brethren who

are employed as house-servants, and who thus learn the
state of affairs i a quarter that must occupy the conver-

sation of their masters: from the arttficers i the towns,
whose intcrcourse with Europeans is more extensive, and
who are always better informed; from the free blacks,
who as a body, indeed, cannot disturb the peace of our
Colonies, but who rank among their numbers many 1die
and dissolute persons, rcady to instruct the slaves 1n
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what is going on; and, last of all, from thenegro servants
who return to the West Indies, after having acquired, by
their residence in Europe as free men, a large portion of
information, and imbibed many of the opinions universally
prevalent upon the subject of negro slavery. Without
supposing, then, that the African inhabitants of 5t Do-
mingo have become mfected with that rage of pro-
selvuzing which distinguished their former masters, or
that any measures have been pursued in the other islands
for enlightening and exciting the negroes, it is manifest,
from the constitution of the communities of which they
form a part, that they will have ample opportunities for
information ; and, upon such topics, 1t 1s the same act to
inform and to interest men placed m their situation.
Indeed, when we consider how much of the subordination
of the negroes 1s derived from the habitual conviction of
the decided superiortty of white men, and their consti-
tutional terror of opposing them, surely nothing can
operate more immediately the destruction of those feel-
ings, and of all the force which the negro chains derive

from them, than the spectacle constantly presented to
their eves, plain aund intelligible even to Africans—of
their countrymen 1n the neighbouring island possessine

the territory in full sovereignty, clothed with the spoils
and covered with the blood of Europeans.— Col. Pol.

1. 154.

The negroes, then, are the enemies most to be dreaded
im America by all Europcans: thev are the natural foces
of white men, who are distinguished from them by -
dehible marks m bod}‘, and by marks almost indelible in
nard.  The hostility has originated i cvery species of
cruelty and oppression on the part ot the most civilized,
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but least numerous class; 1t has been cemented by length
and variety of juries; 1t has been occasionally imflamed
by reciprocal ferocity and barbarous revenge, on the part
of the savages; 1t 1s rendered perpetual by all those
events and habits of animosity, and by those essential
marks of natural distinction.

With such a power as the new black republic no
Faropean colony can form a league against any other
Furopean colony, or any other negro state.  The negroes

arc alike hostile to all who have been masters of Africans,

to all who are civilized and white.  If any power deserves
the name of a natural ecnemy, 1t 1s the negro common-
wealth; a state with which no other power can live in
amity or form an alhiance: a state equally hostile, and
radically hostile, to all 1ts neighbours. It any crisis
can call for viecorous measures of prevention, it 1s that

which may termimate m the establishment of such a
power; a power which, 1t once suftfered to breathe alone
and independent, must overwhelm cvery thing within

its erasp. It the Buropean powers value thenw colonal
posscssions, 1t becomes them to unite against this tre-
mendous enemy; to forget all nivalry, and to join in
opposing the progress ot this incevitable calamity; to
mteifere, at all events, and abate this unexampled nui-
sance.—Col. Pol. 1. 301.

O/ the consequences of Negro Revolt to the Colonies.

It 1s, indeed, no common fate to which the LFuropean
settlements i the Ghartbean oca will be lett.  Hordes of
blood-thirsty savages, mtmately acquaimted with every
corner of the Planter's house, every retreat nto which
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his family may be driven, every crevice in the whole
country, mad with uhnatural rage against all that deviates
from the sable hue of their own ferocious brethren:
pouring over every spot wheie LEuropean life exists; scat-
tering on all sides, not destruction, for that would be
mildness, but every exquisite form of ingenious torment,
only stopping In moments of saticty to lay aside the
sword for the torch, and in the intervals of merey alone
exchanging torture for murder: maiching acainst the
parent with the transfixed body ot his butchered infant
as a standard; sacrificing the weaker sex to their brutal
lust, amidst the expiring bodies of husbands and Kkins-
men; and eracting other deeds of such complicated
horror, that it 1s not permitted to the pen of a Europcan
to describe or to name them. These are a few features
of the picture which wretched eyc-witnesses have given
us of negro warfare.—Col. Pol. 11. 308.

Of the consequences of Revolt to (sreat Britain.

It 1s manifest that all commerce with those tich and
fertile settlements will now be at anend. Alj the capital
vested 1n the West India trade will be instantly thrown

out of employment; and that in colonial property will of
course be buried for ever. All the cash employed in
colonial loans will be either lost or suddenly forced back
upon the Luropean market; all the losses of the Planters
will be immediately shared by their European creditors
and correspondents; all circulation of- population and
wealth to those parts of the world will at once be termi-
nated ; not to mention the less important consideration of
private distress; less important only because it is of a less
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Jasting nature. It 1s difficult to conceive that the mer-
cantile resources of Gireat Britamn herselt could recover.—
Col. PPol. n. 303, 4, 5.

1 hare thus rapedly atlempted to sketele a few features of
the picture which the coperience of the past holds up for the
astruction of those who may be iclived TO sPORT WITII
THE QUESTION OF NLGRO EMANCIPATION.—/bid. 1. 443.

1)



REMARKS,

Sucn were the opintons of Mr. Drougham, at a time
when the subject of Negro Slavery was more hkely
be dispassionately handled than itis at present. Should
these opinions be deemed erroneous, 1t 1s still hoped
that it may not have been altogether uscless to have
brought them agam at this moment betore the public.
The “ Inguiry into the Colomal Policy of the European
Powers” 15 obviously a work to wlich the author had
given much labour and thought. It a person of his
comprehensive understanding, after coolly and  1mpar-
tiall}' rcﬂecting upon the topics b('fhl‘c him, 11;18 ])CCll
wholly wrong, is not the question one m which con-
flicting opinions should be heard with patiencer And
can it be safely left to such passionate sugoestions as are
drawn from the obvious demerits of a state of slavery
compared with a state of freedom -

[t would be idie to direct any personal argument
against Mr. Brougham, because his opinions seem to

have undergone a radical change. A hittle more for-
bearance towards those who differ from him, a tone of
less ferocity towards the victims of his former crrors,
might, perhaps, be more graceful.  Dut if; upon recon-
sidering the facts which were before him i 1503, he secs
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that his views were fallacious, or it time has brought
other facts to assist his judgment, the change of opinion
is manly and meritorious. e can hardly hope, however,
to mfluence the judement of others, unless he favours
them with the cousiderations which have operated his
own conversion; and he knows too well how to estimate
the weight of an argument, to expect that they who have
been convineed by his reasoning in ¢ the Inquiry,” should
attach much value to his declamations at Freemasons'-
Hall.

In the abseunce of any explanation by Mr. Brougham,
as to the particular points 1 which his former specula-

tions werce erroncous, Mr. Stephen has thouvht it right
to step forward as his apologist.  In his late © Appeal to
the Electors of Great Dritain,” he has introduced the tol-
lowing passage :

“Can 1 say this, and not be remimded of Henry
Brougham: or can I abstain from hazarding his censure
also by a public tribute to his merits? ¢ is not, 1T admit,
untrue that Mr, Brougham, when a very young man, and
as yet known only to the public by the carliest labours of
his masterly pen, had nmbibed some of those erroncous
vices of the colontal system, and the necessity of maintaining
!, which thousands of specious, hut seitf-interested, tongues
and pens have long too successfully propagated m the
parent state.  In his able and profound work on Colonial
Policy he distingwished too strongly between the slave
trade (of which hie was ever a most determined enemy)
and the slavery that 1t had established m the Colonies;
not, certainly, in the way of justifymg the latter, but so

as to extenuate its oppressive character, and to prejudice,
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in some degree, the cfforts of those who attempted its
parhamentary coricction®* He had never been in the
West Indies, and had then bad no communication with
those who knew that country; crcept, perhaps, with such
men as, front regard to their own credit and interests, were
sure to mislead and decerce him. 1Isit then strange that he,
like a part of the most mtelligent of Luropean politicians,
should have adopted erroneous views of the facts on
which he reasoned: While the colonists object to him
this short-lived error, let me derive from 1t an argument

that should warn the partial and uninformed against
similar delusions.  Gross and dangerous, indeed, to ordi-
nary judgments must be those mists of falsehood and
imposture which such a Inminary could not, even with

his rising beams, at once penetrate and disperse.  But it
was impossible that the pervading mmd of Mr. Drougham
should not, m the progress of 1ts mvestigation, discover
1its own nustakes, and the truths from which it bad
diverced. Much more likely was it, from ordinary human
mfirmity, that opimions once given to the public, shoukl
not, when changed, be willimgly and openly renounced.
But here he has added to the fame of his talents far
higher than intelicctual honour. e has not only com-
bated the faise views with which be was once impressed,
but 1t was from Ius own lips; v the House of Commons,
that I first heard the public notice of what our ExEMIES,
perhaps, had then forgot. e gratuitously alluded, in a
speech now several years old, to his carlv errvor, and con-

fessed, with manly candour, that the truths he was then

* Sce at page 51 of these Remarks, abundant evidence that un to the
vear 1815, both »Ir. Stephen and Mr. Walberforce ¢ distingruished between
the slave trade and slaverv,” and in terms deuied the idea, not merdlv of

“ 1ts parliamentary correction,” but of ever abroganing it by express laws.
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powerfully mamtaining, were contrary, in some points, to
the opinions he had once entertamed.  When our oppo-
nents acain thimk fit to quote Mr. Drougham’s carly
acamst his mature opmions, let them not withhold from
fum the honour, or from our cause the benefit, of this free
and dionified arveal.”™

There is something whimsical, to those who recall the
cvents of 1808, 1n thus finding i M. Stephen the tutor
and apologist ot Mr. Droug

'

ham.  To some, perhaps, who

J

merely look to the value of the apology, 1t may scem
like paving oft’ old scores, a sort of “ war m disguise;”
while others will sce too mueh reason to apprehend that
Mr. Stephen is m sober carnest, aud has forgotten cvery

1

thine relating to the Orders in Council, together with

.

the last act of the tragedy, ¢ that solemn warmmnge ™ of
Mr. Brougham's, ¢ which was to frighten the rash  pro-

* The whole of this passage 1= highly characteristic, not of Mr, Stephen
cxclusively, but of that party (by courtesv called ¢ Saints,”) to which that
rentleman belongs,  The objeet of Mr. Drousham’s hook is to shew the
many advantazes which result to a nation from possessing colonies, and
the futility of the economist system, which e says ©is impracticable,
consistently with the nature of men, the nccessary asents in its execution,
and the suljects of its operations.”™  The Negro question is incidentally

constdered.  If Mr, Stephen, in addition to the conviction he must have,

that Mr. Brougham was wrong in all that the work contains on the subject
of the Negroes, 1s also of opmion that Mr. Broucham had adopted
“erroncous views on the colomal system, and the nccessily of maintaining
2. that is, that the whole xeope and purport of the book was mistaken,
what ean he mean by deseribing 1t as  were and rrorovyn ™ Dut
there is something in the constitution of these gentlemen whieh disables
them from pursuing any enterprise in a manly and straicht forward way.

They are, as Burke has said, “ paralvtic on one side,” and with the best

intentions, they do not seem to know how to compass an honest purpose
by honest means.
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gector from ever again presuming to make the edifice of
British commerce the subject of his wild experiments.”™

Now, having first lmited the errors of My, Broughan
upon the subject of the negroes, to “an extenuation of
the oppressive character of slavery,” of which, there is
not a hint m the whoie course of the treatise, Mr. Stephen
proceeds to account for this by asserting Mr. Brougham
to have wntten with a leaning to the authority of
West Indians, of ¢ such men, as from regard to their own
credit and interest, are sure to mislead and deceive.” If
Mr. Stephen had never read the work, he could not have
blundered upon a more unfortunate apology. Not in the
later wntings of Mr. Brougham in the Edinburgh Re-
view, nor In the pages of the Christian Observer; nor
even 1n the works of Mr. Stephen himself] 1s there to be
found such frightful abuse of, and contempt for the West
Indians, as abounds throughout the two volumes of the Co-
lomial Policy. Thevare describedt as  persons of dissolute
morals,” as ¢ recking with lust,” as “wallowing in a glut-
tonous mire of brutal appetites,” as ““ exhibiting the most
discusting contammation with whicn a residence in the

new world stains the character ef the European,” as ¢ de-
testablv indifferent to the sufferings of their fellow-crea-
tures, as “ uniting 11 one character that spirit of gambling
which forms the contemptible habits of the horse-jockey,
with the odious cruelty which makes the cock-fighter as
mucli an object of detestation as the jockey 1s of con-
tempt:” nay, as “ comprehending among them a greater
number ot sharpers, than are to be found unfair traders

* See Speech of Mr. Brourham before the House of Commons,

suvport of Petitions azainst the Orders in Council, 1808,

¥ Colomal Policy, vol. 1. p. 70.
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any honest calling.™

But Mr. Brougham has in the
very work itselt repudiated the apology of Mr. Stephen,
In referring to the writings of Mr, Edwards, he excuses
himsclt for not relymg upon his testimony, because “ he
was inclined to admit facts favourable to his interests as
1 slave proprietor ;” remarks upon the ““ little faith due to
the accounts of partizans;” reprobates the “ thoughtless
violence which induces Mr. Edwards to declaim against

the civihized friends of the negroes ;" and 1s so tremblingly

alive to the frauds or suppressions which such a situation
might prompt, that he blames the African Association “ for
trusting the 1mportant office of secretary and editor, to

peisons patrimonially interested in the negroslave trade. ™

—f

It 1s not then very mmgenuous m Mr. Stephen to at-

r

tribute “ Mr. Brougham's erroncous views of the facts on
which he reasoned,” to his rehance on the authority of
West Indians. It has, however, been sugeested that hic is

amply justified in his change by the present condition of St.
Domingo, and by the mertness of the colonial assemblics.

Now true 1t 1s, that at the pertod when the Colonial
Policy was written, the author scems to have taken in
many respects too gloomy a view of the negro character.
But the ereat and leading truths which he endeavours to

establish, arc, that the Africans in their early state of civi-
lization, have an mvincible repugnance to labour; that
the vassalage of the negro isincompatible with the ascen-
dancy of the European; that habits of 1ndustry, if not
resulting from the experience ot artificial wants, or a

* Colonial Policy, vol.i. p. 72, 73.

+ Ibid. vol. 1. p. 557, 567, Mr. Edwards, and Sir W, Youne, are

the persons alluded to, who wore hoth West Tndia planters,
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sense of moral duty, must ceasec with the authority to
which they owed their existence; and that while tne
admission of the uncivibized slave to the nights ot fice-
men must be inevitably accompanied by the loss of the
West Indies, as Colonies to Great Dritamn, the condition
i which such an event would find the negroes, would
be equivalent to blotting out those scttlements from the
list of trading communitics. Now, what 18 there i the
past history, or in the actual state of St. Domingo, which
should mvalidate any part of these conclusions: The
Europeans have been expelled; with what circumstances of’
horror, seems now to be forgotten. The acquiring of pro-
perty or citizenship i Hayti, by any white man, 15 for-
bidden by law ;* and that island, which 1n 1791 exported,
from the French scttlements alone,

Clayed Sagar . . . . 1bs. 70,227,708
Brown ditto . . . . . . 93177512
Coffec . . . . . . . .08151,180
Cotton . . . . . . . . 6,286,1<6

exports I 1824, after twenty-one years of independence
and negro supremacy, not from the ancient French settle-
ments, but from the whole terrntorial surface—of sugar,

nothing, or at least no quantity thought worthy of heing

cited 1 the tables—

Coffee . . . . . . lbs. 50,000,600
Cotton . . . . . . . . 3500000

* Constitution of 1806, tit. 1.3 33,

7 See the Histoire Politique ¢t Statistique de T'lsle de Hayti, par
M. Placide Justin, 1826: a work written with a sttong bias to magmly
thie importance of St. Dominzo, and to exaggerate the civilization of the
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If Mr. Brougham, instead of having written before
these results, had written with the perfect knowledge of

every thing that has occurred, what other judgment could
the facts have extorted ?

But the Assemblies have disappointed hium; they have
not legislated with becoming spirit for the improvement
of the condition of the negroes.  « Canwe expect it 2 Can
we blame the persons composing such bodies for their obstinate
adherence to that system which ancient habits and prejudices,
AND TIHE ZEAL OF SOMLE WORTILY BUT INTEMPERATL
MEN IN ATTACKING THEM, AND THE CONDUCT OF
OCTHERS SIGNALIZED BY A MAD AND UNPRINCIPLED
LOVE OF CHANGE,® have all conspired to render cenerable in
the eyes of ceery THest Indian 27— Colonial Policy, vol. ii. p.
497.

negroes : yet is the author compelled to admit that they are distinguished
by *“ une inertie presque incroyable;” that ¢ tout ce peuple vit au jour le

jour sans rien compter que le present,” (p. 530;) and that, with respect to
such of the population as had been slaves, ““ on n'a guere chanee de
mreurs i changeant de condition, st non que la paresse et Finsouciance
dans une existence plus tranquille ont remplace les penchants tristes et
haineax de leur ancienne condition,” (p. 535.)  Other accounts estimate
the present exports of St. Dominco considerably lower.

* The following is the sort of language which Mr. Stephen, a judge in
enuity, has thought it decent to adopt in his last work, the  Appeal to the
Fleetors of Great Britain.”

He says the West Indiau merchants and planters are “ camblers and
adventurers;” that persons counected with the West Indies, ¢ from regard
to their own credit and intercst, are sure to mislead and deceive ;™ he de-
scribes the West India Committee, “ if not dangerous to the constitution,
as at least m @ high degree so to the public morals, honour and prosperity
of the empire;”” he designates the colonists as ““ contumacious votaries
of the cart-whip;” he assimilates their arguments to the ¢ pleas of asso-
ciated robbers;” he asserts (a charge unnivalled in the history of the most

19
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But is 1t true that nothing has heen done towards
ameliorating the condition of the slaves, and towards
softening down the distinctions of West Indian society -
Take the 1sland of Jamaica alone. By the act of 1809,
which was spontancous on the part of the colonists, and
passed before 1t was thought necessary to goad them to the
work of amelioration, one day m every fortnight, besides
Sundays, 15 allowed, except during crop; the negro provi-
sion-grounds are to be inspected ; and where proper provi-
sion-grounds are not provided, 8s. 4d. per week 1s to
be paid by the Planter to each slave. Proper cloth-
mmg 1s to be given to the slave once in cvery year,
and accounts of the nature and quality of the cloth-
mg served are to be given in to the vestry, under
the penalty of £350. Persons turming away slaves on
account of sickness or infirmity, and not providing them
with proper clothing and wholesome neccessaries of life,
are subjected to penalties; and the property of the owner
1s made liable to the expenses of maintaining every slave
so neglected or deserted. The work of slaves is limited
between the hours of five and seven:; that 1s, to tcn
hours: out of which half an hour is to be allowed for
breakfast, and two hours for dinner. The number of holi-
days, then usually allowed at Easter, Whitsuntide and
Christmas, are secured by law; thc practice of putting
weights and chains on runaways 1s abolished ; the punish-

savage controversy) that ¢ the exertions made 1n favour of the slave, have
exposed eight hundred thousand hapless fellow creatures (that 1s the whole

slave population) to the MuLTIPLIED Oppressions of avarice, excited by
hatred and revevce.” All this Mr. Stephen, a judge in equity, charges,
and then ¢ challenges all his opponents to cite a single passage in any of

his numerous works on this subject, calculated to give needless pain to any
man’s feelings!!”
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ment of slaves 1s himited to ten stripes, unless the overseer
he present; and on no occasion, for any one offence, 1s 1t
to exceed thirty-nine ;-—the cruel whipping or confiming
of any slave 1s subjected to fine and 1mprisonment.
Liberty 1s given to the slaves of any settlement to as-
semble together for the purpose of amusement, providing
they do not use military instruments, and that they
disperse before ten at night. Female slaves, having six
living children, are exempted trom hard labour, m the
ficld or otherwise, and the owner from taxes on account
of them. Slaves are not punishable for violence towards
whites, if 1n the lawful defence of their owner’s goods,
ot which it should not be forgotten that they themselves
torm a part.

By two acts ot 1813, free negroes, and free persons of
colour, cmployed by freemen of therr own colour, upon
their estates, are held equally, to save deficiencies for their

slaves and the slaves of cach other, as the employment of
white men would have done ;™ and all free persons of every
colour are enabled to give evidence, provided they have
been baptized and itiated i the principles of Christianity,

upon producing the certificates of manumission and bap-
tism.

By the act of 1816, the practice which had occasion-
ally obtaimed, of working the mill dunmg Sundays i crop-

* Prior to this act, every possessor of slaves was obliged to keep in his
employ, upon his cstate, a number of white persons serving in the militia,
according to the number of his slaves; and, failing the employ of a suffi-
cient number on the cstate, to save the deficiency by furnishing the

required number of white men to the militia. The act, therefore, 1s
mmaterial step towards identifying the interests of the difierent colours.
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tine, 1s rendered illegal. No il 1s to be worked after

seven on Saturday might, nor before five on Monday
morning. Overseers to be paid 3/ for cvery slave born
on the plantation, to be divided between the mother,
midwife, and nurse. Proof 1s required on oath, that the
mother of six living children 1s exempted from all manner
of field or other labour, and that she 1s provided with the
means of comfortable maintenance. Magistrates, upon
complaint by the slave, that he has been mmproperty
punished, are to inquire summarily 1nto the subject, and if
the complaint appear to be true, to proceed against the
offender.

Dy another act of 1816, curates, with a salary of 300,
are appointed to cach pansh, who, tooether with the rector,
are required to assist in propagating Christianity among
the slaves.

By an act of 1321, the practice of executing slaves
immediately after sentence of the court, 1s abolished; and
1t 1s enacted, that in all cases, the sentence, the evidence,
and the charge, shall be transmitted to the governor, and
his sign manual is required, as 1n the execution of whites.

Dy an act of 1822, penalties are imposed upon all who
shall employ the slaves of another for reward or otherwise,
on Sundays.

By an act of 1823, the certificate of freedom and bap-
tism, which a previous act made it indispensable that per-
sons of colour should produce before being admitted to
give evidence, 1s no longer made necessary ; butit shall be
sufficient to produce any other evidence, 1t called for, to
satisfy the court.
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By two acts of 1894, tenants for life are enabled to

manumit slaves. The bond which 1t was heretofore ne-
cessary to cnter into for the maintenance of the slave
before he could be manumitted, 1s no longer required,
providing the slave 1s produced before the magistrate, or
it shall be otherwise shewn that he is not manumised on
account of his age or nfirmity. Slaves are protected from
being levied on, on Saturday as well as Sundayv, in order
to enable them to go abroad on that day with security.

The last act which has passed, enables slaves to receive
and grant discharges for pecuniary hequests and bequests
of personal property,which obviously admits their capacity
and right to hold personalty.

p—

These provisions are surely worthy of some weight;
but even thougl they were less numerous, or of less
value, would 1t therefore follow that the condition of
stavery was not 1n the course of amelioration?

In a state of soctety such as that which the abolition
of the slave trade found prevailing m the West Indies,
with the orders of men separated into castes by the

harshest and most stubborn lines of distinction, it argucs

no very accurate knowledge of human nature to supposc
that any real advantage could forthwith be effected by
legislation, or to look to the number of laws as the only
index to the progress of 1improvement. ¢ Manners and
customs,” as Mr, Brougham has observed, ‘ arc 1de-
pendent of the most positive mstitutions.” To attempt to
do more than to rendcr permanent, by enactments, 1m-
provements already established i practice, cannot fail to
produce mischief, ina community where those who are to
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make the laws are identical with those who are to execute
them; and where the inferior order can only derive the
benefit of the law, when made, through the medium and

agency of the superior. It is better to defer the making
of a law, than to enact it with the certainty that it will
not be observed. Nothing, doubtless, could be easier
than for the Colonial Assemblies to comply with the re-
quisition of the friends of the negroes at home, in respect
to admitting slave evidence. It would still rest with
the persons who compose those assemblies to believe it or
not, at their pleasure. But if they feel that the sanctions
under which alone evidence is legally credible have no
weight at present 1 the negro mind, and that the neces-
sary consequence, therefore, of such a law would only be
to produce the slave as a witness in order that he might
be disregarded, wherein consists their contumacy, or the

necessity for the interference of the British Parliament?
Mlust not the habit of disbelief, which a premature admis-
sion of negro testimony would inevitably engender, rather
cause the slave to retrograde in civilization: and will
not 1ts effects be experienced long after he shall have
lost the vice by which it was origimnally justifiedr If there
be backwardncss, on the part of the colonists, to commit
themselves by legislation; if they do not embody into
their codes the suggestions of the mother country; it is
but fair, indcpendent of every allowance to be made for
the anxious jealousy with which they must view every ap-
proach towards interference with their legislative rights,
and for the temper of mind excited by the furious zeal with
which they have been assailed, to recollect that they, not
we, are the parties on whom the most fatal effects of too
rapid steps towards the enfranchisement of the negroes
must immediately fall. It is but natural that they who
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reside in the very heart of the system upon which the ex-
periment 1s to be tried, whose existence depends upon the

adoption of wise measures, and “ whose knowledge,” as Mr.

Brougham has expressed himself, “ of those things which
cannot be written down in reports, nor told by witnesses, 1s
full and practical,” should be destrous of first learning the
cftects of the measures which have been proposed to
them, by watching how they work in those smaller com-
munitics m which the Order in Council has already

introduced them; and that they should be slower m

taking steps which 1t would be 1mpossible to retrace,
than we, whose boldness may be aggravated by beinge
out of rcach of the danger, and whose confidence may
possibly be i proportion to our 1gnorance.

But it 1s urged that the laws, even such as they are, are
nugatory ; that they are not executed. It they who ad-
vance this, believe that these the spontaneous enactments

of the colonists are disregarded, what a farce it must be,
according to the conciliatory language ot Mr. Brougham,
“to wear the spur upon the toe, and to send them a code
prepared in opposition to their prejudices. Whether thesc
provisions are observed or not, what 1s the actual state of
the negro population, what comforts they do enjoy, and
of what hardships they may have to complain, 1t 1s quite
idle to attempt to pronounce amidst the conflicting ac-
counts of thosc who are believed to be imntercsted i pre-
venting legislation, and of those to whom the baiting of
West Indians has now beecome a pastime.® The one party

* The author of * Six Months in the VWest Indies 1 1823, who is
understood to be related to the respected Bishop of Barbadoes, and who,
by his strictures upon what he thinks amiss 1o those settlements, shews
that he is no partizan, has the following observations upon the temporal

condition of the slaves.
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are not more pledged to hold fast every abuse that may
exist, than the other are sure to make abuses where they
do not succeed 1n finding them. It 1s a melancholy truth,
that he who at first engages i a philanthropical enter-
prize from the purest motives, and m the most candid
temper, at last acquires that sort of taste for the game,
that he seems to gloat upon tales of wickedness, and to
think no day mispent but that wluch has failed to
exhibit the crimes and cruelties of his neighbour. DBe-

““ From the general and prominent charge of cruelty, active or per-
missive, towards the slaves, I for one acquit the planters. [ have been in
twelve of the British colonies, I have gone round and across many of them,
and have resided some months in the most populous one for its size in the
whole world. [ have observed with diligence; I have inquired of all sorts

of people—and have mixed constantly with the coloured inhabitants of
all hues and of every condition. I am sure I have seen things as they are,
and | am not aware of any other bias on my mind, except that which may
be caused by a native hatred of injustice, and a contempt and disdain of
cant and hypoerisy. The tone of my remarks will probably not gain for
me the favour of cither party, but it may induce many to listen, whom the
profession of a sheer white or black system would certainly alienate.”
rer®Er «1 scorn with an English scorn the creole thoueht, that the
West Indian slaves are better off than the poor peasantry of Britain: they
are not better off, nothing like it: an Enclish labourer with one shirt, is
worth body and soul ten negro slaves, choose thiem where you will.  But
it 15 nevertheless a certain truth, that the slaves in general do labour much
less, do eat and drink much more, have much more ready money, dress
much more gaily, and are treated with more kindness and attention when
sick, than nine-tenths of all the people of Great Britain, under the condi-
tion of tradesmen, farmers, and domestic servants. It does not enter into
my head to speak of these things as constituting an equivalent, much less
a point of superiority to the hardest shape of Enclish freedom: but it secins
to me, that where English freedom is not, and cannot be, these things
may amount to a very consolatory substitute for it.” . 310. 313.

Unless the account of Mr. Coleridge be a base falsehood, how shame-

fully have the colonists been calumniated, and the best feclings of the
Bntish public abused !
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tween these parties there is but one course that can be
taken, or that can satisty the country : Government have
heeun at the wrong end: they should first inquire and
then resolve : let a commission of 1mpartial men be ap-
pointed to ascertain and report upon the actual state of
things in the West Indies. The resolution i which Par-
liament has been involved, will otherwise form a fulcrum
upon which the anti-colonists may operate what they
pleasc,  Supposc what 1s called for to-day were granted ;

who shall say what will not be required to-morrow ? or
how shall the general principle to which the House of
Commouns has assented, be limited or restramed 7 Unless
cach successive right ceded to the negro shall be ceded to
him after a careful examination of its possible eftects upon
the state of society in which he will then be placed, and
a well-assured confidence that he 1s in a condition not to
abuse 1t, 1t is absurd to talk of gradual cmancipation. If
mquiry shall satisfy the country, that the slave suffers
what he ought not to suffer, or 1s deprived of what he

ought to enjoy, then will be the time to propose the spe-
cific improvement which the case demands. But to lay

down the general principle of emancipation, without stint
or limit, as to the when or the how, aud then to call upon
the colomists to enact laws which no mquiry has shewn to
be enther demanded by present circumstances, or to be
compatible with their security ; this i1s to make them the
interested opponents of negro civilization, because it
leaves them uncertam whether that emancipation s, ac-
cording to the old language of Mr. Brougham, to be per-
fected by the slow progress of succeeding ages,” and accord-
g to the expression of Mr. Stephen in 1815, “ not to be
mowed down by the scythe of legislative abolition, but

plucked up stalk by stalk, by the progressive hand of pri-
|
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vate and voluntary enfranchisement,”* or whether it is
but to attend the coming of the next gencral election.t

* Reasons for Establishing a Registry of Slaves, p. 41.

t That the colonists have some reason for distrusting the professions of
‘“ the great and good men, who have made this question their own,” that
they are not altogether irrational in believing that the demands of to-day
atford no test of the possible demands of to-morrow, may perhaps be
admttted after perusing the following extracts.

In 1814 Mr. Wilberforce explicitly declared, ‘¢ that an attempt had becn
made with considerable success, to confound the abolition of the trade in
slaves, with the emancipation of those already in the colonies, although
the abolitionists took all opportunities of proclaiming that it was the sLave
TRADE, and not slavery, against which they were directing their efforts.”
Wilberfoice's Letter to Prince Talleyrand, p. 21.

In 1815, Mr. Stephen, in the Report which he prepared for the African
Institution, does contemplate the abolition of slaverv, but it is ¢ by the
same happy means which formerly put an end to it in England, by a benign
though insensible revolution in opinions and manners.”

In 1823, Mr. Baxton announces different views. ‘¢ I hope (he observes)
that [ shall not be deemed imprudentif I throw off all disquise, and state
frankly, and without reserve, the object at which we aim, The object at
which we aim, is the extinction of slavery,nothing less than the extinction of
slaveris, 1n nothing less than the whole of the British dominions; not however
the rapid termination of that state, not the sudden emancipation of the
negro, but such preparatory steps, such measures of precaution, as by
slow degrees and n a course of years, first fitting and qualifying the slave
for the enjoyment of freedom, shall gently conduct us to the annihilation
of slaverv.” Report of Debate in the House of Commons on 15th May,
1823.

In 1824, Mr. Sandars, a gentleman of the first consideration in Livor-
pool, withdraws his support from the Society for the Abolition of Slavery,
in that town, because he says, ¢ he knows that their preparatives for early
emancipation are of too active a nature to permit him to remain a party
to them,” and ““ that there are those who contemplate bestowing upon
the slaves the rights and liberties of freemen at no distant period.”— Letter
addressed to the Liverpool Society for the Abolitiorn of Slavery, by a Member
of that Society, 10th January, 1824.

In 1826, the Report of the Anti-Slavery Society declares it ¢ necessary
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Whatever may be thought as to the ultimate ascendancy
of Furopean or African mn the West Indian Islands, there
can be no doubt that it 1s not less the duty than the in-

terest of Great Britain to endeavour to retard any change
to which the nataral course of events may seem to lead,
until the negroes have attained that progress in civi-
lization which may render the shock less violent. To-
wards succeeding in this most difficult undertaking, per-
haps the most difficult that ¢ver was imposed upon the
skill and temper of legislators, the intreduction of the
lights of Christianity seems to afford the most efficient
instrument. That this object i1s already 1n progress 1t is
most orateful to observe. Mr. Stephen, to be sure, states
that the slaves are kept in pagan darkness by the compulsion
of the planters, and that they are encmics to the propagaiion
of Christianity * but we learn from the Bishop of Barba-
does, ¢ that so-far from returning discouraged by unex-
pectcd impedimments, he feels that great as are the real
difficulties, and distant. as must be the full harvest of his
labours, the prospect before him 1s full of encouragement :
in every class of people he has tound that spirit of respect
for his person, office, and object—that zeal, hberality, and
concession to his desires, which justifies the liveliest, if
not impatient hopes and m no instance has he experi-
enced that kind of prejudice, or that degree of opposi-

tion, which should make him despair of ultimate success™

The secoud report of the incorporated Society for the
Religious Instruction and Education ot the Negroes,

to destroy the system root Gud branch,” (see Appendiz, p. 31 ;) and actually
breathes a prayer, that Mr. Wilberforce ** may be spared to witness the
viw AL conswnmation of this labour of love and mercy.”

* Mddiess, &e. p. 89, t Quarterly Review, No. 64, p. 541.
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(commonly called Boyle's Fund,) of which the Bishop of
London is the president, states, «“ that the progress which
had been made, confirms the opinion ot the governors, that
with adequate pecuuniary support, they could, under Pro-
vidence, effect every thing that could be expected from a
society of this nature.” They give the most encouraging
accounts from the different gentlemen engaged in the
West India Islands, as to the success of their endeavours;

and taking Jamaica as an example, (an(l 1t 18 by N0
means selected as the most tavourable,) they give the
statements of three clergymen, therr emissares, as to
the progress made by them. The Rev. Thomas Stewart
informs them that he addressed a circular to the different
Proprictors, or their representatives, upon the subject of
the religious interests of the slaves; from some of whom
he received the assurance of their anxiety that they
should have the benefit of his mimnistry. He says, the
Proprietors appear most desirous of the moral and reli-
aious improvement of their slaves, but that unfortunately

they are so harassed and distressed by the uunhappy acts
of rebellion 1n this part of the country, that they are
unable to adopt the measures they may wish, until
tranquillity be restored. He asserts, that the Proprietors
are not backward 1n forwarding the great and good
cause ; and he assures the Society, from his own observa-
tion, that therc are many in his parish, who not only
collect their negroes together on the Sunday mornings,
to read to them the Liturgy of the Church, but also pre-

pare and deliver short discourses, explanatory of those
prayers. He states, that within the year he had baptized
a hundred and thirty adults and sixty-seven infants, that
he has 1 preparation for baptism four hundred aund

thirty-three, and that his places of worship are attended
by two thousand persons.
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Another gentleman, the Rev. Hugh DBeams, states,
that he arrved at Montpeher, in Jamaica, 1n 1824 ; that
the barrack had heen, by the assistance of the neighbour-
ing Proprictors, fitted up as a place of worship; and that
a member of the House of Assembly officiated as clerk;
that he was attended by two hundred negroes; that he
had recerved every facility and encnuragement, and the
orcatest attention, and that he had rcason to believe his
excertions would be seconded by all the neighbouring
white inhabitants ; that within four months ot lus arrival
he had baptized fourteen nfants, and had ninety adults
i a course of catechetical mstruction.  He had already
engaged with two Proprietors to meet their negroes in
the middle of the week.

The Rev. John Stainsby, at Bath, Jamaica, says, that
he has hundreds uniting 1 the worship ot God; that he
attends five estates, for the purpose of instructing the
children on week-days; and that he has eight hundred

adults who attend him for the same purpose.

The Report for 1824, of the Socicty ot Wesleyan Me-
thodists, 1s not less encouragmg. They athrm that “ the
calls of all classes of the population 1 these islands
for rchetlous mstruction and assistance, are at this time
more pressing than we have ever known. Many pre-
judices with which our predecessors had to contend,
are now giving way, and the way 1s now more than ever
open for the diffusion of the light and nfluence of evan-
eclical truth m these islands,” *

* The above statement they adopt from a letter of the missionaries of
the Antigua district, comprehending ten of the islands.
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The Report proceeds—* The committee may be al-
lowed to state generally, that i almost all the stations
the work 1s in cheering progress and encouraging prospe-
rity ; that nfty missionaries are now employed 1n these co-
lontes ; that exclusive of the congregations, upwards of
twentv-six thousand persons arc members of the society ;
that in the last four years about four thousand negro mar-
riages have been pertormed by the mussionaries ; and that
the mission schools for negro children in many of the

1slands are in a state of increased and most benefrcial ac-
tivity. ¥

The Moravians declare that they have long observed

with gratitude the general disposition which appears to
prevail among the Heathen, 1n the vicinity of their van-
ous settlements, to seek after and reccive the Gospel; that
this disposition has been manifested in a remarkable man-
ner among the negro slaves in the West India Islands;
that there appears to be at present some peculiar factlitics
for cultivating it with success 1n that quarter ; that not.-
withstanding the unfavourable feeling which untortunately
prevails i some of the 1slands, that many of the colonial
oovernments, and of the proprietors of estates, have
shewn themselves much disposed to countenance and even
to wwite their exertions; that they have no less than
28,000 negroes under constant instruction; and that they
are in want of more adequate accommodation for their
Increasing congregations : and one ot their correspendents,
the Rev. L. Stobwasser, writes,  When 1 first came to the
1sland of Antigua, Sunday schools were generally reckoned
to be mmpracticable, though frequent, and not unfrutful

* Report of the Weslevan Missionary Society, for the vear ending De-
cember S, 1824, 1825, p. 62,
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attempts were macde, especially by our truly indefatigable
brother James Light, (now in Jamaica). By degrees the
prejudices of the Planters against permitting the negro
children Deing tavght to read, which in the begmuing
were very perceptible, wore away, and we see on those
estates where the children are most generally mstructed
the beneficial consequences of it.  The moral depravities
of the negroes are so deeply rooted, that a mere cessation
of slavery would not cure them in the least of their lazi-
ness, lying, stealing, and lasciviousness,”™

Admitting, then, that the religious interests of the
slaves have  been heretofore neglected, do not these
reports hold out hopes of a different order of things?
aud might 1t vot have been expected that they would
have called for some notice, at least as *“ crumbs of
comtort,” from thosc who have, or who say they have, the
civilization ot the negroes so much at heartr  Yet were
these persons themselves m the pagan darkness i which
they assert that the Planters walfully retain their negroes,
and believed that the making a man a Chrstian did
nothimmg towards raising bim m the scale of humamty,
towards giving him moral feelings, and, with them, the
capacity to enjoy civil rights, thev could not have pre-
served a more unbroken stlence upon facts which, 1f talse,
should be exposed, and it true, must greet all < who are
doers of the word” rather than talkers, as indicative ot a

more cheerful prospect. In fact, © the great and good men

who have made this question theer owen,” seem apprehensive
lest they should lose their occupation.  Therefore 1t 1s

* Vid. Proposal for forming a separate fund for the Moravian Mis-
sions in the West Indies.
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that the world never hears of any thing which should
break in upon the uniform tale of * the moral filth of
slavery,” * the tremendous lash of the cart-whip,”
“ the hundreds of thousands of hapless infants left to learn
idolatrv fiom their parents.™ Is 1t possible to suppose
these persons really sincere in their professed objects,
when we find them reporting in every yecar upon the
mitigation of slavery, pretending to give to the world
an unpartial account of the hopes and prospects of the
negro, and withhelding all allusion to the documents
above referred tor Would 1t not have been more
consistent with a Christian spirt, to have acknowledged
these cheering and encouraging prospects with grati-
tude to the Giver of all Good, rather than to have
mvoked that sacred name for the purpose of recognizing
a special mterposition, in once more beholding Mr, Wil
herforce i the chaire

It 1s truly appalling to observe with what fidelity the
leading members of the Anti-Slavery Society are follow-
ing the precise steps, using all the arcuments and expres-
stons of les Amis des Nowrs, the fruit of whose exertions
homanity has already gathered.

Mr. Stephen addresses the Electors of Great Britam

and tells them, that * England 1s enslaved by her colo-
nies.”  Just so does NMirabeau his constituents. ¢ Pour-

quoi donc, esclaves a votre tour des colons blanes, com-
battiicz-vous aujourd’hui des opintons qui ont ennobli le
commerce: My Stephen asks, ¢ Where the value of the
colonies 1s to be found, and what i1s the mdemnity for all

our sacrifices” for the vast expence of tleets and armies

* See Mr. Stephen’s works, passim.

il
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which are furnished by Great Britainr  Just so says
Mirabeau; “Sion compte ce quil en cotite chaque année
nour la ddéfense et Padministration des colonies méme

hendant Ta paix; st on y ajoute U'énormité des dépenses
qu'elles ont occastonnée pendant nos guerres; on sera bien

tent¢ de douter o'il n'eat pas été plus avantageux pour
nous de les abandonner a leurs propres soins.  dage et
heurcuse sera la nation, qui la premicre consentira a ne
voir dans ses colonies que des provinces allices et non plus
sujettes de la metropole.”

And again, ¢ Dans les colonies, comme par-tout, Pagri-
cultire ¢t le commerce pour devenir flortssans n'ont besoin

que de la liberté, et cette liberté est le plus siir moyen de
nous attacher a jamais les colonles; dont pourtant la
France n'a jamais cu besoin pour prospérer.  Si on calcu-
loit ce que les colonies ont cotté de sang ct d’areent, on
seroit cffray¢ de savoir quelles ont ¢t bcnucoup plus

chnrgc que proﬁtablcs.”

The navigation act, says the Idimburgh Review, was
an absurd restriction. © Lhe nacy of Greal Britan might
be infinitely more formidable than it now s, though we had
not « singde merchant ship ; and somtimate a connexion is
there between the principles of impartial justice and public
wealth, that the equality of nights and privileges, to whicl
every subject of a free country has a just claim, can never
be encroached upon without checking the progress of
*  Precisely thus did Petion, Mirabeau,
Brissot, Condorcet, and Gregoire, with the rest of the
Society of les Amis des Noirs, open the course of their

national Opu]ence."

* Edinburgh Rewview, No. §4.
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designs, and begin bv persuading the country to under-
value the subject of their frantic experiments.

Lacte de navigation exclusive ne peut étre qu'une
occasion de difticultes, de tioubles, de mécontentemens, et

de fraudes ¥* %

Peut-on comprendre comment fa navi-
cation francoisc sera plus coliteuse, mioins sure et moins dih-
gente, que celle de quelque nation que ce soitr - Ce que
nous pensons des avantages de la I'rance, a 'égard de ses
productions et de ses consommations, nous le pensons égale-
ment de la marnne marchande. Il est temps de faire
cesser le régne des illusions; nous avons besoin d'étre
éclairés et conduits par les influences de la liberté relative-
ment a nos rapports commerciaux, d ccux que le monde
entier offre a une nation populeuse comme la notre.  Que
la Nature seule soit 'arbitre de nos avantages réciproques;
cest A elle a distribuer les priviliges exclusits, et a les
défendre ***. Nous donnons le déh de prouver que
I'abandon de ce funeste monopole peut farre aucun tort a
la mere patrie.”

“ Am 1 not a man and a brother:” yet ain I treated as
a chattel, yet 1s my testimony rejected, say the Anti-

Slavery Society * ¢« QOuest 'impie qui oseroit dire qu'uu

* Mr. Macaulay has just published his Third Report of the Proceed-
ings of this Society with Notes and an Appendix. Let the admirers of this
gentleman take the following extract as a specimen of his candour. Mr.
Macanlay is professing to comment upon the alleged incorrectness of the

statements of Mr. Dwamis, who, jointly with another person, had been
appointed by Government to inquire into the state of civil and criminal
justice in the West Indies, and whose Report being in many respects
opposed to the views and statements of TuE SocieTy, is of course to be
hunted down. In page 30 of the Appendix, Mr. Macaulay proceeds thus:

** In some of the Islands,” savs Mr. Dwarris, ¢ it was felt desirable to
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noir et un blanc ne sont pas éeaux devant Dieu, puisqu'il
lcur a donne les mémes oreanes?” exclaim les Ams des
Nows.  And agam, * Peuat-oa tolérer cette ol quirejette

restrain e ddlegated power of the manaser or overseer.  Accordingly an
act was passed (en some of the tlands ! Could not Mr, Dwarris have named
them, and specified the acts)y restrictin s the nmber of blows such person
should have the pover of inflietine to ten lashes. The manacer, arcord-
rlyve alwavs stopped at the preseribed number of ten: but instances of
abuse soon oceurred, m whieh, after a shert respite, the punishment was
repeated. A new act was framed, providing, that a manager should only
give ten stripes, and + - more, for any one and the same offence. It was easy,
however, to allege a new offence, and punish as original the second con-
structive delinquency. It was then enacted that only one punishment of
a limited number of blows should be inflicted on one and the same dav, as
well as for one and the same offence. It was prescutly discovered that the
severity of the numishment depended much less on the quantum of the
blows than the dexree of force with which they were administered.  The
Last, and perhaps the best of these inetfectual provisions, directed, that no
punishment should be inflicted o any slave, whatever his demernits, until
he had recovered from the ctivets of lns former pumshment.” ¢ What
doctrine on the subyject of Negro Slavery Mr, Dvions wished to estabhish
by this statement e huow not, except 1t be the incurable viciousuess ot
the svatem, awd the necessity of destroging it root und branch. e sus-
peet, however, that its real object was to shew the anaiety o fthe legisla-

tures, in some of the islands, to protect the negre from 1l treatment, and

cerlamnly 1t wou d be caleulated i some measure to do this +f 1t wasa
correct statement,  But the fact 1s, and we challence Mr., Dwarris to shew
the contrary, that i no islund s there any law restraming the MANAGER
of an estate to TEN lashes. The whole of this beautiful fabric of legislative
carc apd solicitude for the protection of the Negro has, therecfore, no
foundation whatever.’

After reading this, who would not believe Mr, Dwarrds to be unworthy
of the slightest credit? Who would not coucene that the whole of the
story which he has incorporated 1 his Report was utterly false/  Now,
what is the fact?  Why that Me Dwarrts should have written driver
instead of Manayer,  The Mavager s, as we hiave seenin Jamaiea, among
other tslands, aestrained o thirtv-nnme Tashess 1t s the driver whe 1s

reatratincd to ten: and it 1s of hime and his awthonity that M. Dwarus 1
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Je témoignage dcs esclaves, ou cette autre quand elle les
déclare des meubles, c'est-d-dire des objets 1nanimés ™

« Leave lecislation to the assemblies!” says Mr., Ste-
phen, “ to the authors of every wrong to be redressed, of
every oppression to be mitigated, to slave masters, to
whom slavery yields a sordid subsistence, and the degra-
dation of the blacks 1s privilege; as well recommend
toleration to Spanish Inquisitors.”™ In terms as courteous
said Petion: * Laissez aux colons le som d'étre justes ct
huinains, lorsquils ne croiront pas nuisible a la prospénte
de leur pays; c’est-a-dire, laisscz aux colons le soin d'¢tre
injustes et inhumains, lorsquils le crorront nécessaire 2 la
prospérité de leur pays!”

speaking. Mr. Macaulay could not be ignorant of the mearing of Mr,
Dwarris, because that gentleman speaks of delegated power, and M.
Macaulay, from perscnal expernience, well knows that the Manaeer is the
person who delegates ; the driver, the person to whom power is delerated.
But Mr. Macaulay speculated upon the ignorance of others, and having
challenged Mr. Dwarris to prove that ThHe MaN.aGeRr is restrained, fvas-
lessly asserts, that ““ Tue wyoire eof thes beautiful fabric of lrgislative
care and solicitude has THEREFORE no foundation whatcrer.” Let it not
be forgotten that this is the same gentleman who has just been blaming
“ the ertful statements of partizars,” and talking about « the heht of the
Gospel,” « the labour of love,” and “ the favour of Heaven.” Recollecting

L
as Mr. Macaulay must, the exhibition in the Court of King's Bench, and
the exposure of that malicious tale of falsehood which the Society, of
which he was then and is still the most active member, published in their

* . ;

Tenth Report,* he should hesitate before he tells a centleman of the acs
knowledged respectability of Mr. Dwarris, that what he professes to have
scen and observed, ““1s so far from being generally true, that it is notori-

ously the reverse.” (p. 13.) Is 1t then only from the reports of convicted
libellers that ¢ the facts” can be verified?

* Vid. The King v. Hatchard, fora Libel on the Aides-du-Camp of Sir J. Leith, 157,
pablished by Whitmsre and Fean,
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«“Talk of resistance,” says Mr. Macaulay in the Chris-
tian Obscrver,  strange indced 15 the effrontery of such a
declaration.  Shall the puny multitudes of Jamaica in-
timidate this great nation from the pursuit of a laud-
able design?  Is it from Jamaica, whose slave masters,
but for our daily protection, would have the knife at
their throats to-morrow, that we are seriously to dread
resistance ; or 1t they had the ludicrous daring to make
the attempt, would their bondsmen lose so fair an occa-
sion of Dbreakine their galhng chains:”  So say Petion
and his society : “Ils armeront, nous dit-on, leurs esclaves.
Lt comment les désarmerout-ilsz ***  Pour qui les
autcurs de ces menaces prennent-ils donc nos i¢gislateurs,
sils pensent les effrayer avee de pareils fantomes? ** %
Oublie-t-on la puissance nationale:  Oubhe-t-on qu'un
cmpire tel que la France ne peut Ctre long-temps msulte

Sans ¢n Lrer vengeance

In the professions of les cdmus des Noirs as to the extent
and object of therr reformatton, there 1s also the same
mstructive sunilarity which 1s to be found m the pam-
phlcets, addresses, and resolutions of the fuends of the
Negroes here,

“ Dans tous les pamphlets, dans tous les hibelles, gui
ont ¢té publics contre nous, on nousa accuscs de demander
"afiranchissement subit des esclaves. Nous Je répctons,
¢est un odicux mensonge.  Nous croyons bien que mal-
ar¢ Jes oix Lesclave reste hibre, parce qu'on ne peut pres-
crire contre la nature; quen consequence la restitution de
la liberté n'est pas un bienfait, mais un devoir rigourcux.
Mais nous croyons ausst que cet acte de justice exige de
orands meénagemens.  Nous croyons quativanchir subite-

-
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ment les esclaves seroit une opération non-sculement
fatale pour les colonics, mais que dans I'¢tat d'abjection et

de nullité ou la cupidité a réduit les noirs, ce scroit leur
faire un present funeste,™

Within six months of the period from which this
address was written, St. Domingo was revolutionized.

Without supposing that we are on the eve of any sucl
scenes of desolation, will it not be wise to read and profit
by the lesson which the past holds out for the covernment
of the future’

The French made that question which of all others is
onc of temper and discretion, a question of passion and a
popuiar cry. They have experienced the results, let us
profit by their example.

It any man be mclined to ““ sport with the question of
Newsro Emancipation,” et i first give attentive consider-
ation to the opmions of tue Author of the “ Inqguiry into the

Colonial Policy,” which, though Mr. Brougham may now

repudiate, he cannot alter their truth, or muake them less
applicable to the crrcumstances v which Great Britain is
placed.

“ But 1t scems to be the lot of nations to derive in-
struction from cxpericnce rather than example; and how-
cver acutely they may discern the consequences of folly

* Sce Lettres de Mirabeau a ses Commettans, p. 1. 32, and the different
addresses of the Society of les Amis des Noirs, given in the Courier
de Provence, vol. 1x. p. 338, and vol. xiit. p. 350, et srq. The address

from which this last passage 1s taken, 1s dated Apnl, 1791.
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m the conduct of their neighbours, no sooner has the case
hecome ther own, than a senscless confidence 1in their own
cood fortunc blinds them to the most obvious application
of the lessons before their eyes, and gives birth to the
same strange delusions so often fatal to 1ndividuals, that
the circumstances and the conduct which have rumed

others, may prove harmless or beneficial to themselves.”—
Colonmial Policy, vol. 1. p. 520.

FINIS.



