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S ERMON
JUDGES v 25
O my foul thou ba troden down frength.

THESE'words are a poetic ftroke, in that di-
A vine fong, fung by Deborah and Barak.

The fubje& matter of which was a marvelous vic-
tory wrought for Iirael, in which the finger of
God was apparent, The fimilarity between theur
circumftances and ours, in many things, is {o ftrik-
ing---the deliverance in both cafes fo_great---th
vifibility of God’s hand fo obvious---That 'where
is the Chriftian? Or where is the friend to his
country, who can this day refrain trom joining-
the chorus of thefe thankful fongfters ¢ And from -
a {pirit of gratitude to the divine author, can he
do otherwife, than addrefs himfelf in the language

of the prophete(s.--Q my foul thou baf iroden down
frengih. '

The words in connetion with the context afford
us the following remarks.

I. Earthly powers, are fometimes fuffered, fo
far to {ucceed in uniting againft God, that they
become ftrong, “

[, Notwithitanding their united ftrength they l
all botrodea down, u,
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~ 1III. Such viétories are matter of joy to every
friend of Zion.

I. I am to obferve, that earthly powers are
fometimes {uffered fo far to fucceed in uniting
againft God that they become ftrong.

From the firft apoftacy of angels, war has been
prociaimed between heaven and hell. And not-
withftanding Satan with all his hoft, was routed
in his firft attack, and thrown headlong from
heaven ; yet his rage has not abated: but his op-
pofition has appeared 1n every poflible way that
fubtilty itfelf could invent. Inallages of the world
he has been working by hi$ inftruments, efpectal-
ly by thofe in power, to erafe the very name of
God’s chofen from the earth...-The building of
Babel is among the firt of thefe memorable efforts,
made by the powers of this world (through the in-
firumentality of Satan) againft Jehovah. Andeves
fince the confufion of tongues, which proved a fi-
nal interruption to their enterprife, the {word bas
been drawn, and this world has been a theatre of
blood. And the quarrel, in all its various fhapes,
has for - fubftance been the fame. It firft began
in the peaceful abodes of heaven ; nor will it end
till Gog and Mageog, in their laft attack, are van-
quithed and plunged into Lell, and the key turned
once for all on the bottomlefs pit. God’s chure
has, and ever will be the mark, at which the ar-
rows of their malice will be leveled, This is the
figure, or allegory, to which the apofile Paul al-

- ludes ; of which Ifaac and Ifhmael were the fub-
jects,
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je¢ts. The former, fon of the free woman, was
perfecuted by the latter, fon of the bond woman,
Thefe reprefented the two contending powers,
... The method for the church to maintain her fu-
premacy is clearly afcertained in divine revelation ;
it is by a clofe walk with God : otherwife fhe
may expect to be reduced to fervitude and brought
under thofe whofe tender mercies are cruelty. Ifrael
was warned of this by their pious leader, who
went before them into the promifed land. Kwow
for a certainty (faid he) if you fail in this condi-
tion ; tbat God will no more drive out amy of thefe
nations from before you : but they fhall be fnares and
iraps unto you, and fcourges in your fides, and shorns in
your eyes, uniil ye perifh from off this good land, which
the Lord your God bath given yox, And Ifrael ig
now brought to one of the melancholy periods
in which the threatning 1s executed, They had
finned and become fervants te the Canaanites; by
whom they were difarmed, oppreffed and treated
in the crueleft manner., Nor did their enemies, in
the mean time, fail to improve the opportunity to
ltrengthen themfelves againft a people, who had
been {o renowned in war, and who, as they fond-.
ly imagined, were finally reduced. For they had
nine hundred chariotsof iron, with anumerousarmy
furnifhed with all the neceffary implements of war.

T'hus did God fuffer his enemies ¢ firengthen
themielves for thefe two reafons :

Firft, That by {courging his people, he mighg
rciover tiaem to their duty, bring them to lean
upen
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vpon him,and truft in him,from whom delwerancg
alone could be obtained.

“Second. To furnifh them, and the world, with
fufficient evidence, that the race is not to thc {wift,
nor the battle to the ﬁlong but that there 1s a
God, who, with equal eafe, can work with, or
without means, as it feemeth him good. And
that whenever it fhall ferve the great purpofes of
his glory, and the real intereft of his church, can
bring about the greateft events, by means which
in thgmielves appear wholly inadequate. Read
the book of the Judges, or confult the whole hifto-
iy of God’s ancient church, and for the above-
mentioned reafon (which is frequently exprefied)
you will find their circumftances ebbing, or flow.
Ing, in proportion tothe rife ot fall of their religion,
And in the fame proportion, will you find their
cuemies either weak or ftrong, For it1s God,
that holds the balance of nationzl power in hl..
own hands, and let their deligns be what they may,
he will ferve his own purpolés by them. Hence
that addrels to the Afiyrian monarch, O dffyrian,
the rod of mine anger, and the flaff in their band is
TRIng fﬂd{gnaﬁaﬁ. I will fend bim agairy? an bypocriti-
cal nation and againft the people of my wrath will I
give bim a cbarge 1o take the /pad and 1o take the
prey, and to tread them down like the mire of the fireets.
Howbeit be meaneth not fo, neither doth bis beart think
Joy but it is in bis beart 1o defiroy, and cut off nations
n;t a few, He had an intereft of his own to ferve,
. Bowever God’s end fhail be anfwered,

But
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But here it may be cnquired, when a people

fiay be faid to unite, and f{trengthen themfelves
againft God? I anfwer,

Firftly, When they rife in cppofition to God’s
¢hurch, or covenant people.  Ged thed confiders
and treats the oppofition as offrred to himfelf,
This was a crime of which the Canaanites were
guilty 3 neither Ifrael’s apoftacy, nor Ged’s dé-
fign to punifh them, could in the leaft juftify that
pation in taking arms againft them; for Ifrael as

a people were in covenant with God: nor had
the Canaanites the moft diftant idea of executing

the divine purpofe; but the reverfe. In this fe-
{pedt the war which the Capaanites waged witli
I{rael, differed from that which England has been
levying againft us, England came not againft
the covenant people of the Lord,. We bhad no
fuch national covenant to plead, as had the Jews:
for it is but a {cattered few, in this valt continent,
that can claim zvea the vifibility of a covenant
relation to God. And upon this footing, Eng-
Yand, perhaps with the fame colour of propriety,
may fix the ftigma on us, as we on them, and fay,
we have rifen up againft the covenant people of
the Lord. For they worthip the fame God and

Saviour, and like us, what of them profefs, pro-
fefs the {ame gofpel covenant,

Secondly, A people rife in oppofition to God,

when the war they wage is unjuft, for God is a
God of juftice. When there is not fufficient

grounds to draw the {word, making juftice the
teft,
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teft, it is then drawn againft God ; and every

drop of blood that is fpilt, and mite of treafure
that is wafted, fhall be charged to their account.

. Thirdly, When a people invade the natural

rights of mankind, they then rife in oppofition to
God. Liberty is the birthright ¢f human life,
chartered by heaven to-every rational creature,
and without forfeiture, or confent, no one has a
right to take it from ancther, And although, to
anfwer the holy and wife purpofes of heaven, a
people may be fuffered for a feafon, to fucceed in
this kind of robbery, yet it fhall prove bitternefs
in the end.,

This leads me to obferve,

II, That notwithftanding their united ftrength
they fhall be troden down. For who tath barden-
ed timfelf againft Ged and bath profpered ¢ Did that
innumerable hoft of dangels, who were cloathed
with might and glory, fucceed in their attempt to
dethrone Jehovah ! How ealily did God biatt
their enterprife, and by the breath of his mouth,
turn them all into hell ? Did the builders of Ba-
bel go up with their fancied tower, when God
appeared in oppofition to their defign ¢ To fhew
the perfet eafe, with which God difconcerts the
wicked enterprifes of men; he does not by a ter-
rible earthquake diforder its foundation, nor by a
ftream of lightnipg from heaven difplace the ftones
that were laid in its towering top : but by an im-
perceptable touch of his finger, upon the organs

of {peech, their language is confounded, and their
whole
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whole {Ehéie at once dafhed like the watry bub:
ble. Did Pharoah profper, when he frengthened
himfelf to purfue Ifrael? What miphty atchiev.
ment did he effet in that expedition, unlefs to
prepare for himfelf and numerous hoft a watry
grave ! Did Saul hit the mark, when he leveled
the javelin at Dav'd ? Did he accomplifh his pura
pole, when; like the hunt{man, he purfued him
fron mountain to mountain ? He was determined
at the rifk of honour, juflice, and every thing
facred, to nullify thatdivine predi&ion, which faid
David fhall be king. But what did this royal
worm effe&t, but his own [hatriz and deftruétion ¢
Did the Midianites fucceed, when they had raifed an
arrmiy to go agdinft Ifrael, that for muldtude was
like the fand -upon the fea fhore? See Gideon
marching againlt them with an army of thirty two
thoufand; and human reafon could afford but lits
tle encouragement to Ifiacl; when their numbera
were fo unequal. But behold this army, no foon«
€r raifed and paraded for a mdrchy than twentya
two thoufand are difcharged. WNot had the res
maining ten thoufand advanced far towards the
enemy,; before nine thoufand and feven hundred
have orders to return, We fhould have thoughe
the General befide himfelf, and adtvated by a fpiric
of the wildeft enthufiafm, who had managed ac
this rate; and finaily armed his remaining three
hundred warriours, with the innocent weapons of
. atrumpet and lantern, But Gideon knew the
work that was beforé him-..he knew the battle
was the Lords---that this numerous hoft had unit«
ed their ftrength againft Ifrael’s God, and thatin<

B nocent
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noeent as his weapons were, and fmall as his army
was, they fhould yet be troden down. Did the
Canaanites profper when they marched againft If-
rael with their iron chariots and formidable hoft
arrayed for battle? Surely no. But why? It ap-
pears they had little, in the view of reafon, to fear:
for, {ays the {fong, their was neither thield, or {pear,
among forty thoufand in Irael, Yet victory turn-
ed upon the fide of the defencele(s, and their harps
are tuned to this triumphant fong :--- Awake, a-
wake, Deborab : awake, awake, utier a fong: arife
Barak, and lead 1by captivity captive, thou fon of A-
. bisobam--. O smy foul thou baf} troden down firength.---
This has, and ever will be, the fate of all that
ftrengthen themfelves againft God,

II1, T come to obferve, that fuch victories are
matter of joy to every friend of Zton, Thisis the
{pirit of the text: the words exprefs a rapture of
joy 3 a grateful exercife of heart raifed to the
higheft key. The prophetefs by an apoftrophe
very beautifully addrefles herfelf-..O my foul thex
baft 1roden down flremgth.  She has no idea, by thig
addrefs, of arrogating the power to herfelf ; but
in this way ftirs up her foul to glory in the Lord,
who had heard her prayer, and given her a trium-
phant viftory, over a proud and powerful enemy.
---But let us in a few obfervations attend to the
nature of the joy here required,

Firftly, We are not to rejoice at the pain, lofs,
difappointment and deftruction of another, fimply
confidered ; this would be favage, it would difcov-

1Y
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er dehight in mifery, which is more than favage, it
1s infernal. Nor,

- Secondly, Are we to rejoice merely becaufe we
are like to fhare the benefit of {ucha victory: for
this would be altogether felfith j the Chriftian alts
upon a nobler {cale, his joy is difinterefted ana
benevolent., But,

Thirdly. The call for joy in fuch a vitory is
that juftice is done---the oppreffor punifhed and
the opprefled f=t at liberty.--the difplay of juflice,
18 always matter of joy, Itis even fo, when one
that 1s a nuifance to the world is executed by the
hand of civil authority : though we are pained at
his folly and lament over fuch a fpectacle of human
depravity; yet we rejoicethat weare underagoverns
ment, and laws, that will not {uffer {uch oftenders
to go unpunifhed,

Again, Such victories are matter of joy, fof
this reafon, that the natural and religious liberties
of mankind are hereby vindicated. Thefe are fo
exceedingly interefting, that what is the world,
yea, what is life without them ? Whenever God’s
people have emerged from a ftate of flavery ; how
ready has the fpirit of God been to indite for
them, a fong of praife to the glorious author ? Fog
this, Mofes and Mariam, upon the banks of the
red fea, triumphed in their fong, over the horfe
and his rider. They had now efcaped the houfe
of bondage, and God had drowned their enemies
before their eyes; from the vileft flavery, they
were put in the full pofleflion of civil and religious

e
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liberty. And their mouths are filled with praiie
to the bountiful giver, For this, Debcrah and
Barak, fo melodioufly fung, in the text and con-
text; freedom and liberty to I{rac] was their theme,
and Jehovah was the object of their praife. |

Another reafon why {uch vi€tories are matter of
joy, is that God in them gets great glory to him-
feif. This is ground for the moft rational and
fublime joy. 1t was the theme of thofe exalted
ipirits, that faluted our world, with the news of 3
Saviours birth : Giory o God in the bighefi. It is
the fubjed matter of their fong in heaven 3 Thoy
ort worsby O Lord to receive glory and bonour and
pswer,  When events are brought about, in the
ordinary courfe of pature, the world 1s aptto be
regardle(s of a fupenintending providence; and na.
ture, without the God of nature, is the idol they
worfhip. But when God, in his providence, fteps
out of this common track, his hand 1s more eafily
feen and readily acknowledged, even by the world,
God often, ir this way, breaks the chain of Deifti.
cal recfoning; confounds the bold Atheift, and
gets to himiell glory, even from fuch enemies as
thefe. 'Thus when he divided the waters at the
Red Sea and ai Jordan.--when he leveled the wallg
2t Jericho-«-fimote the Midianites before Gideon. -
the Canaanites before Barak-..gave the law at
mount Sinai---clave the earth afunder and {wal-
lowed uwp Korzh and nis company: in thefe
events Jehovah exalted himfelf above all the hea-
t¢hen cdeittes.  The end of all, as the prophets re-
peatedly inform us, was this, dud ye fball kngvs tba}

\
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Yam the Lord.  When therefore fuch meafures ara
taken, in the courfe of divine providence, as will
beft convey the knowledge, and forceably con-
frain the world to the acknowledgement of the
erue God; it adminifters a joy which the Chii-
tian very fenfibly feels. Nothing aiferds him fuch
pleafure as this, let the glory be thine s the high-
et wiflh of his foul,

Hzving fpoken to each particular as was pro-
pofed, I (hall now attempt an improvement, {uita-
ble to the prefeat occafion,

IMPROVEMENT.

Through the (ignal interpofitions of heaven, we
behold, my hearers,the long withed for period of
Aunerican peace, This is the day we have ofren
anticipated with peculiar delight, while firuggling
with the pains cf an eight years bloody war, 1t
is a day long to Dbe remembered ; the jubilee of
our land: American annals ihall prelerve it {a-
cred and unborn ages will read it with pleafure,
¥t is fuch a day as we never before faw. We have
often met ia this houle, to folemuize a thankiyiv-
ing to that God, who crowns the year with hi1g
goodnefs : but the authority that called us, look-
ed up to the throne of Great-B:itain, for permiffion
to enter upon the {acred employ, When diiven
from all afficity to our parent countiy, by the
hand of cruel {yranny ; we were nec2ifitated 1o
confider and declaie ourfelves independent.  Ard
1n the clofe of every year, during the blov?y foene,
we have found at the feor of the acsuunt falva-

£1053
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tions enough, to employ our hearts and tongues
in praife to God, And it is true that we have
done it, by authority derived from within ourfelves:
but it was a trembling joy that we exercifed ; it
was not the joy of him that has put off the harnefs.
The 1mportant affair was yet doubtful ; the bal-
ance was yet poized in the divine hand, and which
{cale would preponderate was to us dark uncer-
tainty. But the cloud is difpeled, and we this day
behold the peace, freedom and independence’of
our country.---But can it be? Is it not rather a
flight of fancy ? A pleafing dream, or like a vifion
of the night ? It is not imaginary---it is reality !-.«
America is free /---This day is my witnefs, For
the authority that has now called us to the altar
with our offering, is acknowledged by Great-Brit-
ain to be lawful and independent.  Surely this is
a memorable period, in the life of us all. Fora
new world has ftarted into exiftance: the day 1s
new--.the circumftances are new; and to have
beauty and confiftancy grace the whole, new hearts
and affeftions, become us on the occafion,

But in the difcharge of our prefent duty, we
are called upon to look back upon the {ubjeét.
And what is an application to this, but an appli-
cation to our prefent circumfitances as a people.--«
Does God, in the courfe of his providence, often
{uffer earthly power, fo far to fucceed in uniting
againft him, that they become ftrong ? Of this,
Great-Britain has been a ftriking -example. To
what & fummit of power and pride had fhe exalted
herfelf before the late war? By land her armies

WeIe
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were accuftomed to viétory: and her flag has
rode triumphant upon the fea; yea, fhe has long
been the dread of nations, She hath faid in her

heart, I fit a queen and am no widow and fball fze no
ﬁrrUWH

A&uated by this fpirit of pride, the hath united
her ftrength againft God: for fhe hath rifen up
againft juftice; and againft the rights and liberties
of mankind, to rivet the chains of {lavery upon
her own children, This proves the war, which
Britain has waged with America, to be againft
God ; for he is a God of jultice, the God that has
chartered equal and indifcriminate liberty to the
whole of the human race, And what had we but
this, viz. the juftice of our eaufe, and an unfhaken
confidence that it was hence the caufe of God; to
animate us to the encounter ¢ For it might be faid
of us as of Ifrael in the contexty W as their a fhield
or [pear among firly thoufand in Ifrael ? Without
arms-.-ammunttion---and all warlike apparatus,
taking the field, we committed the caufe to heaven,
at which bar the fate of war, and nations i3
decided, The enemy, knowing our weaknefs,
difdained the refiftance we made as chimerical ;
like the Egyptians they faid, 1 will purfue, I wilf
overtake, 1 will divide the [poil: my luf fball be [atis-
fied upon thesn, I will draw my fword my band fhall
defiray them. Burt a difpifed enemy is always dan-
gerous ; it proved fo to Pharaoh-.-to Goliah--«
nor is the obfervation lefs evident with refpect *
Great.Britain,. Sce Burgoyne with that {pirit 0.
pride and haughtinefs, peculiar to his own nation,

- sfioing
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iffuing his proclamation for ail to bow in Boﬁiagé
before him., S:e Cornwallis, marching through
an extenfive territory, into the very heart of the
country, threatning death to all that did not ily
for fafcty to his banner: and never more forget
this.Chriftian proverb, PRIDE GOES BEFORE A FALL j
whoever 1n this manner ekalteth himfelf, fhall be
abafed, or to ufe the phrafeology in the teit, he
fball be troden dewn. Two whole armies, the
pride of Britain and the glory of Englifh excel-
lency, bave fallen into our hands, But remem-
ber that the advice applies here, that was given
to Ifracl as an antidote againft pride, when coa-
quelt theuid fiaith their toils of war in Canaan:
Say ot in tFine beart my power and the might of wy
band bath posten me this wealtd ¢ tor it was not for
thy fake O America, that God has wrought thele
wonders : but it was (o humbie the priae of Brit-
ain---defend tie caufe of juitice and liberty; and
carry into execution the great defigns of kis provi-
dence. But ftiould 1 enter upon a derail of the
fvecial previdences whieh have at laft ¢ffeCted the
falvation of our conniry 3--where would thegrowing
numbers epgd ? Surely che hand of God 15 to be ac-
knowledged in thet {pirit of univerfal oppofition
which at firlt flalhed like highening through thefe
Siates. Nor lefs vilible is the hand of Ged 12
forming a union betweea {uch a number of clans
or tribes o different in their habits and manners;
And is it not among tue milteries of divine provi-
dence, that our troops at fitk, vnaccuftomed to
danger, undi{ciplined to war, fhou!d meet with
intrepidity Britifh veterans in the &ekd; and maa-

ARS8
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age the battle to fuch advantage? Bunker-Hill,
Bennington, Saratoga, Trenton, Princeton, Mon-
mouth, Stony Point, York-Town, with many
other places, can witnefs the martial bravery with
which our troops have been infpired, and led on
to victory by the God of armies.---And how ap-
parent is the interpofition of divine providence,
at fuch a crifis of America, in raifing up for us
{uch a powerful ally, and breathing into them fuch
a fpirit of friendthip and generofity, that, both in
expence of blood and trealure, they have made
our caufe their own? They have bravely fought
and bravely died by our fide, But in the front
of thefe fignal providences I rank a Wathington
of blefled memory---the favourite of heaven.--the
defender of his country--.and the univerfal friend
of human liberty. In the early ftage of the war,
we faw in him the {miles of heaven upon our
.caufe : for'in him were compounded the Chriftian,
the Statefman and the General, and fuch a charac-
ter as perhaps no nation can rival, In him, infi-
delicy itfelf muft ackrowledge a divine hand, and
that like Cyrus he was railed up for the day in
which he has lived, and to take- the part he has
nobly ated. Our enemies have ranfacked their
whole nation to find a commander of equal prow-
efr, and from the boafted number of their military
charalters, they have been fending and recalling
General after General: But, with a fteadinefs,
perfeverance and brayvery, peculiar to himfelf, he
has {tood in front through the whole ftorm, com.
peled the enemy with thame to meafure back the
fitlantic, and leave his couniry in the full pof-

G {eflion
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feflion of freedom, the difputed pearl of grea
price, . When letters have been interchanged by
the commanders how difpaffionate have been his
writings ? Under the higheft provocation, and
with the example fet by thofe who claim the maft
refined delicacy of breedirg, he has yet never
ftained his paper with perfonal abufe. His foul
has difpifed the little tricks of revenge, and the
mott fignal benevolence has crowred all his ex-
ploits. In this refpect he has wore the palm in
fight of his enemies---rofe fuperior to the common
feelings of human nature---yea, by a divine fanc-
tion, has exceeded the greaseft military atchieve-
ment, for be that rulesh bis [pivit is better than s
shat taketh a city. AS though infpired from above,
he has ever known when to advance and when to
retreat; and what is fingular in the hiftory of his
command he has never once been led into a fnare.
In his marczuvres with the enemy, both to thun
- danger and ftrike the blow, he has difcovered a
fkill that has evidenced the divine prefence with
him in the cabinet, Great among the nations of
the earth, is the name of Wathington...great are
the bleffings that we have experienced in this
venerable fire---great is the honour that he has
done his country; unborn ages will read his
charalter with wonder, and preferve his memory
as hp-l'ECiOIJ‘S. But we are not, my hearefrs,‘ to:
worflip the man v but we are to worfhip God for
the man; for he is but a creature gift, a rich
pledge of divine mercy ; though great, he has
been only to us, what God has made him, and

this is the higheft excellency of any creature
| blﬁfﬁng %
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blefiing ; when the veneration is carried bevond
this boundary, itiscriminal. Iam content,O Walk-
ington, that thy country thower upon thee, all
the praifes that can be given a creature, confiftent
with the divine honour ;3 with this limitation too
much cannet be faid : but over this line even little
is infinitely teo much. ‘

When we reflect upon the fignal favours we
have experjznced during the late war, our own
weaknels, the ftrength of the enemy over whom
we have gained a decifive vitory, and the impor-
tance of the point we have cartied, both toourfelves
and the world of mankind, whe can refrain from
adopting the thankful triumphant language of the
text ? Oy foul thou baft treden down firength, But
hark | methinks from the dead I hear a folemn
found, which in the midft of our joy calls for
lamentation. How many zealous friends to their
country have fallen in the confli, and nobly died
martyrs to hiberty ! How many that would have
rejniced to fee the day we fee: but fee it not?
They bave fhared the fate of war, paid the debe
to nature and thetr country, the filent manfion of
the grave is their habitation, they hear not this
day the united plaudic of the thankful; nor are
their ears difturbed with the murmurs of the un-
gratetul. Shall thefe, my friends, ever be forgotten
by us, who reap the purchale of their blood ?
Forbid it humarity ;5 and fhame to the unfeeling
wretch that refafes to drop a tear upon the urn of
a Warren, a Monfrgomery, a Woofter, a Polafki,
a Mercer, and a Nath, together wich that worthy

train



( 20 )

train of under officers and brave foldiers;
that have fpilt their blood in the caufe of
liberty. Let their memory be held dear to pof-
terity, and the liberties of our country, the price
of their blood, be ever treated as facred, never
parted with through indolence, nor wantenly abufed
to licentioufnefs,

It is exceedingly natural for us to imagine our
own troubles peculiar; however itis rare that
there 13 any thing new of this kind under the fun,
In the context we find that Ifrael had enemies
from within themfelves ; we read of great divifions
in Reuben ; the controverfy run high relative to
the expedition ; Gilead through fear abode beyond
Jordan ; Dan held their fhips in readinefs for
flight fhould Ifrael be overcome. And Ather,
{ays the fong, abode in their breaches, as they had
dikes to defend them againft the inundation of
the water, living in a flat fea fhore country, they
plead the neceflity of repairing thefe as an excufe,
why they fhould not go up to battle, And Me.-
roz, if we may judge from the heavy curfe, was
at heart an enemy to the caufe. Thus have we
during the painful travail of our country had eve-
ry ipecies of enemies among ourfelves ; the luke-
warm, the timorous, the fecretly defigning and the
openly malicious ; and to crown the whole an
Arnold, who Judas like would fell his country,
and his foul for fordid pelf. Many of thefe have
been infinitely mifchievous to us, and if we had
fallen in the confli®, no doubt wauld have been

our crueleft enemies: but they have thared the
o fate
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fate of all that ever united againft God, they are
troden down ; this, in the view of every confider-
ate friend to hlS country, adds much to the joy
and triumph of the day---O my Joul thoy baft troden
down firength.

But from a concern I feel for my country I
would afk, has any thing of late taken place in
our police, that corrodes your joy on this occafion ?
Are tharc any prefent, who by way of complaint
are difpofed to enquire, what have we gained by
all this blood and treafure ? Suffer me to reply to
{fuch, that we have gained all that was contended
for, and all that we could ratignally expeét. Ifin
gaining our liberty and independence, we looked
for a paradife, or a total exemption from expence
and trouble, the idea was franticy it is what this
world does not afford: for under all revolutions,
however interefting, 1t will flill be a world of
trouble. But if we have been contending to have
our legiflative and executive authority at our own
election, and to hold the exclufive right, of put-
ting them | in, or cut of power, as in our view they
have done well or ill; then we have gained the
point---this is ours-. and this 1s liberty---yea, all
the civil liberty that in the prefent ftate of the
world we can rationally defire.  And if we admit
the 1dea, that the fupreme legiflature of our nation,
have been faulty in a particular inftance, this does
not render them independent of our eletion. If
they have gone beyond their delegated power, they
are certainly amenable, for their conduét, at the
bar of thetr conftituenis. But if on the other hand

| they
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ghey have not paflcd the bounds fet them by the
people, and unforefeen expence has rifen from thac
prudential truft, with which from npeceffity they
were vefted : how vile 1s it in this oblique manner
go caft the blame on divine providence; and fay
we hdve gained nathing, and that it would be as
well to be under Britith government; as our own;
is ot this, in' the midft of light and convi&ion, to
tread the path of dfrael, who murmured for the
leeks and onions of Egypt, in contempt of the
moft fignal bleflings ? And can America, with
-this example before her eyes, aét over a part that
coft them {o dear ? In the view of the rational it
muft difcover gréat” infenfibility, to imagine that
our toil i3 not richly rewarded; if liberty is an ade-
quate compéenfation, we bave found our account,
for with this'a kind providence has ctowned oor
efforts. Surely great thankfulnels 18 due upon
ehe occafion.-- Praife ye the Lord,

But in clofingthe fubject, let us afcend in our
-joy to an higher key; to a nobler elevation of
thought, than that of earthly kingdoms and itates:
let us for a momeng climb the lofty theatre upon
which God aéts. We have been zealoufly engag-
ed both Epgland and America, ¢ach one 1n his own
caufe, when at the fame time, we have been ex-
ecuting the great defigns of provideace; though
it has doubtlefs been with us, as with the Affyran
monarch, that we meant not fo. God has given
+ us the viétory and ratified the peace and inde-
pendence of America : but we are not to conceive

this the ultimate objeét in the divine plan:l-he
id3
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has done it in fubferviency to the glorious fchem#
of the gofpel redemption. Bmpire, learning and
religion have in paft ages, been traveling from
eaft to weft, and this continent is their laft weftern
ftage; the great Pacific ocean which bounds the
weftern part of the continent, will bound their
-~ further progrefs in this direction. Here then is
God ere&ting a ftage, on which to exhibit the great
things of his kingdom, the ftage is fpacious, "the
territory extenfive, {uch as no other part of the
globe can equal; and here from the analogy of
rcafon, and the ufual courfe of divine providence,
we may expelt God’s greateft works. And no
doubt this interefting revolution of American in4
dependence, is a leading ftep; the world is far
advanced 1n age, from prophecy it is apparent that
the latter day glory is at no great diftance. And
when we coafider above three thoufand miles of
weftern territory, the moft fertile part of America,
yet uninhabited : Can we fuppole this vaft region
defigned merely for beafts of prey # Or may we
rot rather fuppofe, this i3 the wildernefs and the
folisary place that fhall be glad, and 1he defert that
fhall bloffon as the rofe. 'The world as yet has been
thinly inhabited ; famine, peftilence and the fword
have depnpulated the earth, nearly as faft as it hag
increafed : but in cthe millennium, the Saviour to
whom 1s commited the government of the world,
will deftroy thefe fatal evils by the breath of his
mouth and by the brightnefs of his coming: this
coming of Chrift, we are led from prophecy to
believe, will commence whea the two thoufand
years of the Chriftian ara fuall clofe, which witl

be
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be fix thoufand from the creation, This will be:
a long and glorious reft, from the prevalence of
thofe evils, under which toe whole creation groancith,
and travaileth in pain iogether until mow. Add to
this, men will then live to a very great age: for
thus [aith the Lord of Hofts there fhall yet old men and
- old women dwell in the fireets of Ferufalem and’ every

man with bis fiaff in bis band for very age. Again.
there fhall be no more thewce an infant of days nor an
old man that bath not filled bis days, &c. This will
foon make the inhabitants of the earth beyond
conception numerous, to what they have ever yet
been : arid is not this new world the opening, that
is defigned in providence, for the unnumbered
millions ? Is this fancy ¢ Is it mere conjeCture?
Is not the hypothefis rational and favoured by
prophecy ¢ Now when we confider the falvation
of our country, connelted with this great defign,
as -1t certainly is, mn a greater or lefs degree ;
where is the friend of Zion that can refrain from
joy ? where 15 the Chriftian that can be filent in
the praife of his maker 7 That on this occalion,
- ¢an help addrefling himfelf in the language of
Deborah? Awake, awake, O my foul, awake, awake,
utter a fong :---Or that does not attempt to ftrike
that fublimer note of the Plalmift, Praife ye the
Lord, Praife ye the Lord from 1bhe beavens : praife
bim in the beigths.  Praife ye bim all bis angels :
praife ye bim all bis hofs.  Praife ye bim [un and
moon : praife bim all ye fars of lighs.  Praife bim
ye heaven of beavens, and ye walers that are above 1he
beavens. Let every thing that kaib lreath praife ib¢
Lord, Amen. - |



