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N AT URE
OF

RELIGIOUS ZEAL.

—

. -

General Epiftle of St. Jupe, Verfe 3.

That ye [bould earneftly contend for the Faith
which was once delivered to the Saints.

w HEN we fee a Zeal for Wm:mmob,
w Y enforced by the Precepts, and by

the Example of our Saviour,.
and his Apoftles, we cannot but acknow«

ledge it to be a Duty incumbent on
Chriftians,

A 4 ‘When
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When we confider its Nature, and the
Moanner of its Operation, how general
and powerful an Engine it is in the
Hands of Men ; and how convenient, and
reputable a Cover it fapplies for their Er-
rors, their Paffions, and their Vices; we
are alarmed at the Ufes to which it may

be applied.

And when we look into the Hiftory of
thofe numerous Evils, which it has ac-
tually produced in all Ages of the Church,
we thrink back with Horror from the
Profpe; and, in our firft Emotions, are
almoft tempted to doubt either the Genu-
inenefs of the Precept, or the Gracioufnefs

of its Defign.

That a Religion, fo conformable to
the Diates of the pureft and -fublimeft
Morality, and fo friendly to all the tender
and benevolent Affe@ions, fhould have

7 o occafioned
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occafioned many of the worft Evils of. hu-
man Life: that the Gofpel of Truth,
Mercy, and Peace, thould have led to the
moft odious Falfehood, and have armed
Men with more than favage Fury and
Cruelty to their mutual Deftru&tion :
that the Caufe of Heaven thould thus,
I fay, have been fought with the Wea-
pons, and enlarged the Dominion, of the
Kingdom of Darknefs, may almoft ftag-
ger our Faith; may excite %omnmﬁosm
injurious to the Goodnefs of God, if fuch

" be the Defign, or the natural and genuine

Effe@s of the Chriftian Difpenfation; to
His #ifdom, if Zeal (the authorized and
hallowed Weapon of its Warfare) be,
contrary to His Intention, generally and
uniformly feen to produce them.

The Prejudices and Mifchiefs to Chrif-
tianity, that thefe difgraceful Contentions
for it r.mﬁw occafioned, are infinite, - They

.  have
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have mm?mommnnm its 4,&:9 raifed QEons
tions to its Truth, retarded its Progrefs,
and diminithed its Influence. 'They have
been 2 mEBE,Em«goow to the weak, and
ari -Offence to the profane; the Shame
and Confufion of its Friends, and the
Triumph of its Enemies.

It will, however, upon a nearer In=
fpeCtion of the Subjedt, appear, that they
are perfetly confiftent -with the Wifdom
and Goodnefs of God; that the Zeal
which occafions them, is effential to the
Propagation, the Purity, the Influence of
the Gofpel ; natural, neceflary, and un-
avoidable, in its ferious UK&E% ; that
the Confequences which fpring from it,
and which are {o juftly to be lamented,
flow from the Imperfection, Ignorance,
and Wickednefs of Man, in the fame
Way that almoft every other Evil in So-
ciety is-produced ; on which Account we

6 can
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can {carcely hope they will ever be en-

tirely remedied.

But it is our Duty, Owrs more particu-
farly, to guard againft thefe malignant
Effe@&s of Zeal, both in Ourfelves and
Others, as much as poffible: And let it be
an additional Motive to Us, that the Sa-
cerdotal Character hath been frequently,
and Truth obliges us to confefs not al-
together unjuftly, reproached with an
oppofite Conduét.

It will not, therefore, it is hoped, be
thought unfuitable to this Occafion and
Audience, if I endeavour, with this View,
to bring to your Recolletion the Grounds
and Meafures of the Duty of Religious
Zeal: On what Reafons it 1s founded; by
what Caufes it is liablé to be corrupted ;
in what Spirit, and with what Temper,
it is to be exercifed; to what Objeéts

direted,
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direGed ; and within what Limits re-

ftrained.

Zeal, confidered in general, {prings
from the Affection of the Mind for the
O&a@m of feeming Good. To the Love
of Happinefs we are incited by a natural
Impulfe; to the Attainment and Preferva-
tion of thofe Things that we fuppofe will
in any Degree contribute to it, by a na«
tural Defire. In the Warmth and Energy
of this Defire, confifts the general Na-
ture of Zeal; a Principle of Adion,
as univerfal as the Love of Happinefs in
Men; and as various as their Purfuits
thereof, in its Objects and Operation,

From hence it is eafy to perceive the
Reafon and Neceflity of that Zeal, which
w.umm Religion for its Obje&t ; for, if Reli-
ion appear as a Good, it muft, like every

@
other

<y

o
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other apparent Good, engage the AffeCtions
of Men, and ftimulate them to {fuch Ex-
ertions, as are deemed the proper Means
of promoting it.

But, how liable.that Zeal muft be to

‘Corruption, and how mifchievous in its

Effe&s when ooﬁcm,nomu will be obvious
if we attend to the ‘Powers it affumes,
and to the Nature of Mankind by whom
they are exercifed. The Biafs which
Education, Habit, and Authority fix upon
the Mind ; and the Weaknefs of Reafon
and Conficience, when oppofed to Inte-
reft and Inclination, are perceived in
numberle(s Inftances ; but in none more
than thofe where Men can difguife their
Enormities, under honourable Names and
Pretences ; and of thefe the Duty of Reli-
gious Zeal furnifhes fo ample a Fund,
that there is hardly any Wickednefs that
has not been committed with the pro-

fefled




( 14 )
fefled Defign of promoting God’s Glory,
and the Salvation of Mankind.

b}
S

Does holy Scripture, in any detached
Paffages, feem to give ,a Countenance,
and Colour to their Proceeédings ? It'is of
little' Confequence that thofe Paffages are
obfcure, are doubtful, are contradicted 3\,
others more numerous and more clear, hy
Reafon, and by the whole evident Defign
of ‘Chriftianity.  Thefe are Confideras
tions they can eafily overlook ;- they have
God’s exprefs Command for -what théy
do.

Are they even unable to prefs one mamw
Text into the Service of their Paffions, or
Defigns ? They have neverthelefs,. God’s
general Authority ; their Purpofes are
holy, and ﬂwm End is to @b@_@ the
Means,

And
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And by this kind of mowrg&r not in-
deed EEP& on other Qccafions, mo gnb
get rid of their Scruples; hiding both from
themfelves, and ethers, the Deformity of
<mowoﬁm A&ions, under the Semblance and
Hun,n.nnwn of Duty; and fheltering every
o&mcm Pafiion, and corrupt Interelt be-
hind the venerable Name of Zeal for
Religion ! |

. _mwnoB fuch Confiderations as thefe
fome .Wmﬁ been led to affert, it would have
been for the Benefit of Mankind, had Zeal
never been numbered among Chriftian
Virtues. \

mﬁ. mow Qn ﬁmBn Wn&.ob. our Namu_ m.on
O?m Liberty and Civil Government ; for
.PH.G and H:mnmnﬁo mbm indeed for every
:wm that is moft ufeful and beneficial to
gmquau ‘ought likewife to be profcrib-

ed, <<n EoEm remember, that the ¢

Things
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Things are liable, and wmmr»mm‘ ate moft
liable, to be perverted to the worft Pur-
pofes ; and that it is not allowed in juft
Reafoning, to conclude againft the general
U of a Thing, from its accidental Abufe.
The Neceflity of Zeal towards the Propa-
gation of the Gofpel, is obvious;  the
gracious Purpofes of -that Difpenfation,
we know; and we muit be blind, or to
the laft Degree prejudiced, not to fee, ot
not to. acknowledge, the general, great,
and beneficial Influence it has had upon
Society, notwithftanding ‘thofe Corrup-

tions. - :

It is common with Men deploring the
Evils of Zeal, to think and fpeak of them
as’ appropriated to Refigious Zeal alone.
But thefe exclufive Cenfures are not juft.
They flow alike from every kind of
Zeal whatever be its Objet. And they
muit neceffarily do fo in every Contention

. where

SN 3 L RS
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where the Affe&ions, Interefts, and Paf-
fions of Men are concerned, and their
Wrath inflamed by Owwommos.

And, it is further to be obferved, that
very many of thofe particular Mifchiefs,
that have ufually been afcribed to Religrous
Zeal, have, in Truth, owed their Origin to
other Caufes ; which the difcerning Read-
ers of Hiftory will fee, and the candid
will acknowledge.

Religion indeed is fo powerful an En-
gine in a State, that feldom arc any great
Changes attempted to be introduced there-

‘in, where that is allowed to remain entire-

ly inactive and unconcerned. But to

afcribe to Religious Zeal, the Evils pro-

duced by every Effort of Policy, every
Struggle for Power in which it may have
hippened to be employed as an Auxiliary,
is to confound Effe@s with their Caufes ;

B and
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and betrays a want of Attention, of ..?mmr
ment, or of Candour. -

To givean inftance of this kind of Par-
mmmﬁW The w‘% of the Civil Wars in
this Kingdom in the laft Century, are by
a celebrated Hiftorian afcribed to the
Operation of Religious Zeal; and, to re-
prefent it in its loweft State of Degrada~
tion, of Zeal for trifling Ceremonies ;
the Ufe of the Surplice, the Ring in Mar-
riage, the Sign of the Crofs in Baptifm.
And this he afferts upon the Authority, as
he would have us believe, of ¢ all the
Hiftorians who lived near that Age; and
even of all Authors who have cafually
mentioned thofs Tranfa@ions ; who have
agreed in afcribing them to fo mean and
contemptible an Origin *.”

* Hume’s Hift. Vol. vi. p. 389, 390, Edit, Quart. 173

1 There

s

g s
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There is hardly however any Truth of
this Kind better eftablithed in Hiftory,
than that thofe Wars 4id nor take their
rife from a Zeal for thofe, or u.nom..mzv_.
other Ceremonies; but from a Zeal for
the Interefts of Crvi/ Liberty, almoft, if
not altogether, unconneéted with the
Caufe of Religion; which did not, till
fome Time after, come to be blended
with them. And fo far is it from Truth
that all Hiftorians, and even all Authors
who have cafually mentioned thofe Tranf{-
actions, have agreed in afcribing them to
the Caufes this Writer mentions ; that I
believe he is the only one, I am fure he
is the only one of any Eminence, who has
given Way to a Conceit, of which even
his own Account, prejudiced and partial as
it is, furnifhes a fufficient Refutation *.

* For a full Verification of thefe Points, the Reader is
referred to “¢ Letters on Mr. Hume’s Hiftory” (P. 228 et
{equentibus).

B 2 There
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There are likewife fome Miftakes in the
general Nature of Religious Zeal ; which,
by afcribing to it Qualities that do not be-
long to it, would load it with the Igno-

miny of Crimes, of which it is entirely
. Innocent.

And of this too the fame Hiftory fur-
nithes a remarkable Inftance *: < It be-
ing, according to this Author, almoft a
general Rule; that in all Religions, ex-
cept the true, the Zeal that induces any
Man to fuffer Martyrdom, would alfo
make him willing to zfif7 it on all thofe
who differ from him.” In which Obfer-
vation it 1s difficult to difcover, either
Truth, or Common Senfe; or indeed any
thing, but the Malice of its Author.
But he knew to what Inferences it would
give Rife ; and that it had no very rigor-

* Hume’s Hift. Vol. iv. p. 413.

ous

ey T R
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ous Examination to fear, from thofe for
whofe Ufe it was defigned *.

With

* The Paflage not having, that I know of, been taken
Notice of before, may be worth preferving, as 2 Specimen
of the ¢ Candour, the Impartiality, and Ingenuouafnefs
which Mr, Hume’s Admirers tell us (vid. Preface to his

Difpate with Rouflean) diftinguith his Charafter and
Writings.”

¢ There was one Philpot, pofleffed of fuch Zeal for
Orthodoxy, that having been engaged in Difpute with an
Arian, he {pitin his Adverfary’s Face, to thew the great
Deteftation which he had entertained for that Herefy.
He afterwards wrote a Treatife to juftify this unmannerly
Expreffion of Zeal ; and, he faid, he was led to it to re-
lieve the Sorrow conceived from fuch horrid Blafphemy ;
and to fignify how unworthy fuch a Mifcreant was, of
being admitted into the Society of any Chrifian, Phil-
pot was a Proteftant ; and now falling into the Hands of
People as zealous, and mere powerful than himfelf, he
was condemned to the Flames, and fuffered at Smithfield.”
And then follows this Reflettion, of which the Author en-
tertained {o good an Opinion, that he added it to the
Jater Editions of his Hiftory. ¢ It feems to be almoft a
m.nno_.& Rule, that in all Religions, except the true, no
Man will fuffer Martyrdom, that would not alfo in-
£i& it willingly on all thofe who differ from him. The
fame Zeal for fpeculative . Opinjons is the Caufe of
both.”

B3 Here
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With what view all this is done, it
is eafy enough to perceive ; but whilft we
feck not to difguife any of the Corruptions
and Mifchiefs that have arifen, or that do
w,:mnn@ proceed from a mifgoverned Zeal

Here then we fee a general Rule, inferred from 3 fingle
Inftance; from an Infance too, wherein it is taken for
granted, that one who fuffers, when he cannot avoid fuffer-
ing, (that is by falling into the Hands of People more
ﬁoina?H than himfelf) foffers by his oawn Chszce ; that a
Breach of good Manners (for he reprefents it as no Boz&
implies the worft of Crimes ; and that fpitting in an Ad-
verfary’s Face, is little lefs than roafting bim alive.

As to the Referve in Favour of the z7#¢ Religion, in
which it feems it is pofiible for a Man to {fufferMartyrdom,
without withing to infli& it on all who differ from bim 3
it will not amount to much, with any Perfon at all ac-
‘quainted with Mr. Hume’s Sentiments of Religion, as

they appear in his Writings. At all Events, it belongs
to thofe alone to thank him for the Exception, that have
the Benefit of it. A Catholic, a Mahometan, or a Hea-
then has at leafta ﬁrmsnnq that 4is Religion may come
under the Denomination of the trues from which Piece
-of good Fortune, Mr. Hume exprefsly excludes the efta-
blifhed Religion of his Country. For it was the Martyr-
dom of a Proteftant, and his fappofed Willingnefs to have
infliGted the fame Punithment on all who differed from
him, with which Mr. Hume introduces, on which he
forms, and to which he applies his general Rule,

foy
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for-Religion, referring them- to their truc
Caufe, the éawwnoh@ and éunwazomm of
Mankind; let us juftify it, where HE&
and Reafon will fupport us, from thofe

which do not belong to it.

A truly Chriftian Zeal confifts in a fin-.
cere and earneft Defire, founded upon a
Principle of Duty, to promote the Ho-
nour of God, and the Good of Men; by
@wnm&bm the Knowledge, inculcating the
Belief, and enforcing the Practice of the
genuine Dotrines of Chriftianity. What
thofe are, and with what Weapons, and
what Degree of Earnefinefs, our Con-
tentions for them are to be carried on;
we are to learn from Scripture and

Reafon,

The firft Care of fuch a Zeal, will be to
inform itfelf thoroughly of the Doltrines,
whether they be of God : Knowing, that

B 4 without
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«&%9.: this Care, it might teach mop.;.aro
fure Word of Truth, the Errors of fallible
Men.

Tts next Concern will be, that the
Means it recurs to in promoting thofe
Dod&rines, be fuch as Reafon, and Reli-
gion allow; juft, charitable, and prudent.
Without which, even its well-meant En-
deavours will be criminal, and their Succefs
defiru@ivé of the very End, and Defign of
Chriftianity.

In Matters of mere Speculation, and
Opinion ; in Things either doubtful or
indifferent ; and about which, vo%.woom
and wife Men may differ in their Senti-
ments, without Injury to Religion, unlefs
it be by the Want of Candour in their
Difputes about them ;- it takes but a very
fmall Part,

In

(25 )
- “In promoting Do&rines however true,
important, and ms&@c.ﬂmznv it ntnBGnn,m
always ¢ what Spirit it is of;” that
s¢ the Son of Man came not to deftroy
Men’s Lives, but to fave them;” not to
break the Bonds of natural Affeftion, but
to reconcile them both to God, and to

each other.

- Tt does not think itfelf juftified in Lying
for the Truth, nor in the Commiflion of
any Evil, not even for the Sake of any
Good. It is follicitous that Men fhould
entertain true Notions of God, and of their
Relation, and Dependence upon him ; of
their Duty, and the Means of conciliat-
ing his Favour; but it is, if poffible, more
{ollicitous that this Knowledge thould
produce its proper Effedts upon their
Lives, and Converfations. It can unite
the greateft Deteftation of Sin, with the
moft unfeigned Charity to the Sinner ;

5 the
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the moft fovereign Contempt for difinge~
nuous Sophiftry. in -the Perverfion of
Truth, with undifiembled Good-will
for the Perfons of thofe who are guilty of
1t. . It does not confine God’s Mercies to
a Se&, or Country ; reprobating, . at the
{fame Time, all thofe who are not included
within its own narrow Circle; but look-
ing on Mankind at large, as common
Children of one common Parent,  who
made of -one Blood all Nations.of Men,”
it embraces them with-the AffeGion of
Brethren ; reverencing Virtue, and fincere
Piety wherever found ; making all Wwomnn.
Allowances for natural, and unavoidable
Error; and fevere only to wilful Blind-
nefs, or obftinate and afluming Wicked-
nefs, and to the Do&rines that encourage,
and promote them. It accommodates it-
felf with Chriftian Prudence to Times and
Seafons ; to the Errors, the Paffions, the
Faults and Infirmities of Mankind ; win-

ﬁw:m
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ning them to a Love for T ruth by every
virtuous Art, and becoming, with the
Apoftle ¢ all Things to all Men, that it
may by all Means fave fome.” It knows
how to combat the Errors of Ignorance,
with Tendernefs ; the Prejudices of Edu-

cation, without Rage; and the Contra-

di@ion of Infidels that ¢ will not receive
our Saviour, without calling down -Fire
from Heaven,” or kindling it upon Earth,
to confume them. It is a genial and vital
Heat, a mild and heavenly Flame, a Fire
that enlightens, warms, and burns not. It
is equally remote from that Fever of the
Mind, which breaks out in delirious Alts
of Violence, Cruelty, and Rage in the
Caufe of Religion; and that Lethargy
which makes Men infenfible, and dead to

its Interefls.

Thefe are the fure Marks, the genuine
Qualitics; and Offices of a well-informed,
and




( 28 )
and well-regulated Zeal. To apply, and
compare them with fome of its worft, or
moft ufual Corruptions, will exhauft all
that I have to offer upon the Subjec.

That Maflacres, Poifonings, and Affaffi-
nations ; that Racks, Dungeons, and Fire
fhould.ever have been thought the proper
Inftruments of pramoting the Religion of
Chrift ; that the vileft Perfidies, and moft
favage Cruelties, that ever &wmﬂnn& hu-~
man Nature, thould have been taught as
.Hunnonmnml_ of the Gofpel, or pracifed for its
Honour, and Advancement; is monftrous,
and fhocking to common Senfe, no lefs
than to every human F celing.  And yet,
we know, this was once almoft the only
Method of converting Unbelievers, known,
or practifed in the Chrifian World.—
But better were it to fet Men loofe at once
from all Wn_mwmos. and to leave them en-
tirely to the Guidance of Reafon and na<

tural
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tural m.cambmnf which would generally
lJead them to much more mild and mer-
ciful Conclufions; than to fubje&t them
to m.m, aith which authorifes, which com-
mands them to be falfe, treacherous, and

cruel !

But let the Scandal of thefe melancholy
Events reft where it ought to do; noton
Chriftanity, which is altogether clear from
every juft Imputation of having authorifed
fuch Enormities; but on the Guilty in
every Se&, and on every Do rine that
gives the leaft Encouragement to them.

Whatever is clearly revealed in holy
Scripture, or may fairly be deduced from
thence muft be right ; and therefore, thould
bear down any particular Scruples, which
an Attention to Confequences, might pro-
duce. Whatever is colleted from thence
with a Iefs Degree of Evidence, may be

wrong ;
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wrong 5 and therefore it never can be ouf
Duty to. propagate it as undoubted Truth.
If it has befides an evil Tendency ; if it
leads to Immorality, and to defeat the
great and fundamental Do&rines and De-
figns of the Gofpel ; we may fafely pro~
nounce it to be falfe.

In the particular Cafe of Perfecution
for Confcience-Sake ; fhould we even go
fo far as to allow it tobe a difputable
Wombm whether it be enjoined or not ; when
we confider the dreadful Evils of which it
1s produdtive; what is there to juftify us
in making it a Part of our Religion, or in
venturing to a& upon it ?

In this Cafe, the Injury done to our

Brethren is plain and obvious; our War-

rant on the other Hand, from Scripture
and Reafon, of a dubious and uncertain

Nature. Shall we then give up what ig

clear

( 31 )
clear and certain, for what is doubtful ?
thall we, upon the Authority of fome few
Texts; or Arguments of perhaps an am-
biguous Appearance, a& contrary to the
whole Tenor of the Gofpel, and that too

where the very Lives of -our m‘nzoﬁa.

Creatures, and every thing that is moft
dear to them is concerned ?

From this clear Principle of Reafon
which proportions our Affent to the De-
gree of Evidence before us, and which
reftrains us from afferting as divine, thofe
Do@rines that are at the fame Time both
doubtfully revealed, and of a wicked and
pernicious Tendency ; we are enabled to
pafs Sentence on feveral other Corruptions
of Religious Zeal.

For Inftance, it appears from the whole
Tenor of Scripture, from particular Paf-
fges, and from the evident Reafon of the

. Thing,
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Thing, that good Works are necellary to
Salvation. 'To teach a contrary Dotrine
has a natural Tendency to deftroy Mora-
lity, to footh Men into a loofe Courfe of
Life, to undermine the Foundations of
Society, to raife unworthy Notions of
God, and very dangerous ones of the

Terms of Man’s Acceptance with Him,
if the Do&rine thould not be true.

What fhall we fay then to thofe modern

* 1 Zealots, who, upon no better Grounds

than fome miftaken Paffages in St. Paul’s
Epiftles, go about unfettling the Faith of
their weaker Brethren, flattering the
wicked with vain Hopes, and terrifying
the well-meaning with unneceflary Fears;
fetting Men loofe from the proper Duties
of their Callings, to engage in unprofit-
able Queftions, and uncharitable Cen-
m:mm.. of the Chara&er, and Condition of
their Brethren ? ,

That

ey
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‘That fuch are the Effeéts of denying
the Neceflity of good Werks to Salvation,
and of dwelling for ever upon the Doc-
teine of .m,m#r. and Faith only; I appeal
to Reafon, and Experience. That the
Doérine is as falfe, and mz.:&.“ as it
is pernicious, is clear from numberlefs
Paffages of Scripture ; but more particu-
larly from St. James, who aflerts, that
¢ by Works 2 Man is juftified, and not
by Faith only,” and that ¢ Faith with-
out Works is dcad.” St. Paul indeed
affirms, thata Man is  juftified by Faith,
without the Deeds of the Law.” But
the feeming Contrariety of thefe Doc-
trines admits an eafy Reeonciliation. To
thofe that confider the feveral Oceafions
on which the two ko%oE.nm wrote ; the
different Adverfaries they were engaged
with, and the particular Scope of their
refpedtive Arguments, it will evidently
mEuS_P that the feeming Difference be-
, C tween
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tween them, is a Difference of Words
only ; "and that as to the Terms of Jufti-
fication, they entirely agree. They both
require 2 holy Life, fpringing out of a
true and lively Faith; only St. James fpe-
cifies the Effeé?, which neceflarily implies
the Caufe; St. Paul infifis folely on the
Caufé, which of Courfe involves the Effec?.

But we need not go fo far; for, fup-
@ombm it even wgwomﬂ&d to reconcile this
feeming Oon?»m:wuonu what elfe would
momoéu but that the two oppofite Paflages
balancing each other, and their Authority
being equal, no fatisfaGtory Conclufion
could be drawn from either? When to this
we add, that principal Confideration in
all doubtful Points, the evil Tendency of
the Do&rine in @omm,oP the great Dan-
ger ¢ of teaching that good Works are’ not
bmnmm\mjﬂ to Salvation, the Zeal of propa-
mwcnm it muft appear highly blameable.

PART
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General Epiftle of St. Jupz, Verfe 3.
That ye [bould earneftly contend for the Faith

awhich was once delivered to the Saints.

HE fame Kind of Reafoning will

be found equally applicable to ano-

ther Inftance of depraved Zeal, in which
Religion is greatly interefted; though it
cannot indeed, in Stri@nefs, be denorhi-
nated Religions Zeal, on Account of its
Objet ; wich is the Deffruction of Reli-
mﬂmony, I mean that earneft Contention,
niot' for the Faith once delivered to the
Saints, but for its Subverfion; not for the
Propdgation of particular, Errors; but for
C 2 the
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the entire Ruin and Annihilation of Chri-
ftianity ; frequently with a View, as it is
pretended, of {ubftituting Natural Reli-
gion in its Place; and fometimes, for the
Removal of both out of the World.

A Species of Zeal which whether we
confider its Motives, or its Effets; 1is
juftly entitled to the Contempt, and Ab-
horrence of every Friend to Virtue, and
Society. o

That I am not fuppefing an uncommon
Cafe, or that it is amongft the loweft Vul-
gar only that fuch Inftances are to be met
with, witnefs the Labours of many di-
ftinguithed Writers ; many that would
pafs for Men of the deepeft Refearches,
and moft enlarged C.bmn,%”ms&sw ; of the
- moft cnmq&c&n& mbm liberal Sentiments;.
that are paffionately enamoured of the
Beauty of Virtue; are filled with the

warmeft
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warmeft Love of Truth; the higheft Ve-
neration for the Rights 'of human Na-
ture; the Interefts of Society ; the Hap-
pinefs of Men ; but whofe great Employ-
ment it is, at the fame Time, to inftil
Doubts into the Minds of Believers, to
diminith the Reverence of Religion, and
the Reftraints of Duty.

And their m:mnm.qoﬁm. in whatever
Way they are exerted, are but too fuccef-
ful ; the Generality of Men finding no
Obfcurity in that Reafoning, no Sophiftry
in thofe Arguments, no Folly in that Wig,
no Abfurdity in thofe Dodrines which
are to free them from uneafy Reftraints,
and tormenting RefleGtiens ; and to give
them, at the fame Time, the Plafures of
Vice, and the Reputation of Wifdom.

Without entering into any Vindication
of the Gofpel, from Obje&ions which
. C3 have
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have been repeatedly, and folidly refuted 5

it is fufficient to fhew, that upon their
own Principles and Profeflions, thc Zeal

exerted by the great Patrons of Infidelity,

in diffeminating the Seeds of Irreligion, 1s
altogether abfurd, unnatural, and cri-
minal,

The Truths, or, if they pleafe, the Pre-
judices of Chriftianity, are falutary to
Morals ; to the Interefts of Virtue; to
the Peace, and Happinefs of Individuals,
and of Society. To fubvert their Autho-
rity, and Influence, is to fap the Founda-
tion of all Truth, Probity, and Juftice
among Men; and as far as thofe Endea-
vours prove fuccefsful, to people the
World with a Race of Monfters,

It will be in vain to tell us that Reafon,
and natural Religion lead Men to the fame
Conclufionas Revelation does—the Necel

RO . fity
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Gty of Virtue to Happinefs. For why
deprive Virtue of its beft, and ftrongeft
San@ions, when they fee that Reafon,
even _,SE the Aid of Religion, 1s much
“too weak to keep the Generality of Men
to their Daty?

What Judgement then are we to form
of that boafted Philofophy, which inftead
of contributing to the Good of Men, is
folely occupied in making them more
wicked, and miferable than they would
otherwife be ? What Opinion are we to
entertain of thofe Ewmcmowrﬁ.mu who, for
the Sake of eftablithing perhaps fome
merely {peculative Truths, care not if
they demolifh the whole Fabrick of Hu-
man Virtue, and Happinefs ?—Let one of
the moft eminent amongft themfelves an-

fwer for us.

< They are to be deemed the Pefls of
Society ; even if the Opinions they ad-
C 4 vance
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vance againft Religion be true; for their
Endeavours are direCted to loofen wro
Bands of it, and to take at leaft one Curb
out of the Mouth of that wild Beaft Man,
when it were well if he were checked by
Half a Score others *,” |
That the very Author from whom the
Force of Truth, in an unguarded Moment,
extorted this Confeffion, thould, in Oo?H
tradiCtion to Sentiments {o reafonable, and
virtuous, have + direGted the Husv:ommol
of Writings which firike at the very Ex-
iftence of all Religion, both Natural and
Revealed; at a Time too when Unmmw.
thould have removed him for ever out ow
the Way of reaping any private >m<mb.m
,.ﬁ.mmo from E,n Mifchief he Bn&nmnnm 3
LA e B it

% Lord Bolingbroke in his Wi
. . 1s Will ordered ¢ it-
ings to be publifhed after his Death. el v
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was an A& of Wickednefs for which we

want a Name.

But, for the Happinefs of Mankind,
the Attack on Religion was as weak, as 1t
was wicked ; and, exclufive of the general
Deteftation which it excites, remains a
Monument of nothing fo much, as of the
U%R?E&w and Dotage of Underftand-
ing, to which Vice, and Vanity may bring
a Hmwﬁ& Genius,

There is indeed 2 Diftin&ion to be
made, where any particular Mode of Reli-
gion is, in its own Nature, manifeftly
and unavoidably, {ubverfive of Truth, of
Morality, of the Virtue, and Happinels
of Mankind. The fame Motives which
would lead a virtuous Infidel to a Referve
in the one Cafe, prompt him to Oppofi-
tion in the other.
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