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My Dear Siffer,

NS % ¢ Expet you fhould fome-
&l | 9 what wonder, that after
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years, been carcful to keep this follow-
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Epiftle Dedicatory.

lowing letter from the public view,
and that too notwithftanding the
{ollicitations (not to fay importunity)
oi diversilluftrious perfons, and even
your Commands to releafe it from
its confinement ; Iﬂiquld now, at
length, give way to its paffing abroad
mto the world, and its making you
a public and folemn addrefs. Where-
fore judging myfelf obliged to give
you an account of a paper, for which
you have been long pleafed {0 highly

and fo obligingly to concern yourfelf,
I muft, to remove your wonder, in-

form you, that I am reduced to this
publication in my own defence, For,
whilft I was far from dreaming of
permitting this epiftle to pafs out of
my clofet, it happened, thata broken
copy of it did (by I know not what
misfortune for me) fall into the hands

of
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of a neceffitous perfon, who would
needs per{wade himfelf, that by print-
" ing it, he might relieve fome of his
prefent wants ;and thereupon proffer-
ed to fell the copy for a fum money..
But my good fortune leading him:
to’ a OStationer, to whom my
name was not unknown, he very.
civilly fent forthwith notice of the
propofition that was made him, and
after came himfelf to acquaint me,
that the copy about which he had
been treated with, being but one of
two or three that were then abroad,
fome or other of them would, quefti--
onlefs, foon find the way to the prefs.
This unwelcome accident did little
lefs trouble than. furprize me ; for,
befides that it impofed on me the
neceflity of a publication I had- fo
long declined ; and befides that I

A 3 knCW, -



Epiftle Dedicatory.

p—-ﬂ

rew, that compofures * of a very
iering nature being expected from
e, the appearing of this, inftead of
them, would make this unwelcome
to many, though it had fewer imper-
feCtions than it has: befides thefe
things, (Ifay) my fight was then, and
is fhill, fo impaired by a diftemper in
my eyes ; and the hours I could difpofe
of, were {0 pre-ingaged to philofo-
paical themes, that I could not pros.
mife mylelf fo much as to read it
over belore its going to the Printer,
Eut confidering after all this, that
the copy 1 had by me was like to
prove morefull, and lefs faulty, than
any of thofe that {fome endeavoured
to obtrude upon the world, I thought

1t

—
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* Some treatifes relatinz to experimental phi-



Epiftle Dedicatory.

it lels inconvenient to venture mine
own abroad, than to run the hazard
of a furreptitious edition of a dif-
courfe, that could {o.1ll bear the ap-~
pearing with any other blemifhes
than thofe it brought with it ‘into
the world from my pen. And there-
fore having put it into the hands of
perfons, whofe eminent abilities, the
more knowing part of the nation has
long and juftly admired, and beg-
ged their impartial opinion and caf-
tigations of it, (giving them entire
liberty to alter or expunge whatever
they difliked ;) and finding (by haftily
turning over the leaves) that their
caftigations were only enough to let
me {ee, that they had heedfully read
it over ;. and were accompanied with
encouragments, which care was taken

to keep me from looking upon as
A g ~meer
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meer compliments; I let it go to
the prefs, without fo much as hav-
ing once perufed it, or heard it read
over, {ince the Stationer firft gave me
the advertifement [ told you of:
Which I made the lefs fcruple to
do, becaufe a critic, " whofe judg-
ment and piety I much reverence, . fe«
rioufly endeavoured- to- perfwade me,
that I ought not in confcience to de-
cline publifhing what he was pleafed
to think proper to kindle or cherifh
the flames of divine love in-the Breafts.
of the readers, And my hafte itfelf
did afterwards promife me thefe ad-
vantages, that notwithftanding my
book’s not coming forth fooner, I
fhould not lofe the excufe of youth
I had when it was written ; nay, and
that the faulty paffages which may

be met within it, will, perhaps, be
charged
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charged upon thofe that fuffered

them to pafs uncorrected, when they

had {o abfolute a power to expunge
or reform them.

Thefe, and the like motives, hav--
ing induced me to confent to the pub-~
lication of the following letter, I
needed not deliberate long,- to whom:
I. fhould addrefsit. For, fince that
accomplifhed Lindamor,. whom it fo:
much concerned,. has left the world,
there isno perfon-in it to whom this.
addrefs-is any thing near {o due, as-
unto you; dear fifter,. It wasat that
delicious Leeze,. where you-are now
the miftrefs;. that this letter was
writtens- and it was of you that T
borrowed thofe hoursI {pent in'wri--

tmg it. It was to you that I thewed
it almoft theet by theet, before T re-

A5 folved:
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folved to fend it away. It is you that
can beft excufe the imperfeGtions of
1t, 2s knowing not only the more ob-
vious, but the more private avocations,
and other difadvantagés, among which
it was penned. It is youthat have
ever fince {ollicited me to divulge 1t
and have given me the greateft en-
couragments to do fo, ‘not only by
thofe {ollicitations which implied your
own favourable opinion of it, but by
crocuring me (by concealing or dif-
suifing my name) the unfufpected
opinions of divers competent judges.
Ina word, this addrefs belongs up-
on fo many {cores to you, that I could
not make it any where elfe, without.
manifcltly wronging you..

T know, dear fifter, that it 1s not
nfual to dedicate books to fo near a
| | relation.

- -
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relation ; and that 1t 1s not ufual in
dedicatory epiftles, both to depre-
elate what one has written, and to
extol the perfon that one writes to,
efpecally 1f it be one of your fex and
quality. Dut you know too, that X
never {wore allegiance to cuftom, and
therefore will not, I {uppofe, wonder
to fee me as little {ollicitous, to con-
form to it on this occafion as on
others. In an age, when:{o few per-
fons have merit enough to keep that
from being flattery, which fhould be

but praife, I am not at all ambitious of

cafting myfelf upon the - unhappy
neceflity ot either Hattery, or ap-
pearing rude ; when by better chufing
the objeéts of my addreffes, I can,.
as occafion requires, give praifes, with_
out untruth, or forbear them withou
incivility, Nor dare I prefume, tha

A6 a
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a lie ceafes to be a fault, by beir'lﬂg'
put into a dedicatory epiftle ;. as an-

tiently the hurtful beafts forgot their
pernicious nature, when brought into
the ark, Not to mention-that books
of. devotion have generally the ftrange

and unhappy fate, of being lefs'wel=
come to them that moft, than to-

them that lefs, need them.

As for:the difcourfe I prefent you,
thoush my opinion of it may "be
guefied at,. by the privacy to which.
I have fo long confined it;: yet be--
caufe, as in phyfic, to have a good-
opinion of. the medicine, and the
do&or; fo in books of devotion,.
(which are a kind of a phyfic for
the mind) to have one of the com--
pofure : of the writer, both inclines:
as to look after the preferiptions, and:

advan=
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advantages their operations;. for this
reafon I fhall fay nothing to difparage
a difcourfe, which is of a mature to-
aim more at the being practifed by
the readers; thamn the being pardoned ;.
and fhall not at all- repine to fee it
. find from the public as favourable
a reception, as it has- hitherto met.
with 1n clofets,-

And now, dear- fifter; though: I
know you:will not,. yet, I doubt,.my
other- readers will expect, that this
letter thould,. according to the mode
of epiftles' dedicatory, be concluded
with commendations of you, and
compliments to you. It being al-
moft as much out of fathion in fuch.
addreflfes to omit giving praifes, as
it is to belicve the praifes given on fuch

-occafions



I piﬁle Dedgicatorj"‘.

occalicn.  But, though I can praife
you without either disbelieving my-
felf, or fearing to be disbelieved by
any that knows you; vyet, befides
that our relation, and our friendthip,-
would make fuch a way of writing
misbecoming me on all occafions ; I
know your picty and your modefty
would peculiarly difallow it upon
this; where the {fubjett I am to en-
tertain you with, is of fucha nature,
as would make a flaunting addrefs,
but a very unfuitable introd_u&ion‘ to
it, The nature of my theme, as
well as the ftrniénefs of your viljtué,‘
and. our friendfhip, forbidding me
here to. celebrate you, otherwile
than by letting the world fee, that
1 dare, even 1n a dedicatory addrefs.
without fear of dilpleafing you, for-
bear to celebrate you, And if it

be
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be demanded, why then I refrain not
likewife from writing to you a dedi-
cation? I fhall anfwer, that I am
unwilling .to Jofe this opportunity
of making a public acknowledg-
ment, that as 1 have the honour to
be your brother, and your friend, fo
I have the juftice to. think it very
much my happmefs to be {o . efpe_
~ cially,.fince you are pleafed to affure
me, that my relation to you has ra-
ther been the occafion than the
ground of a friendfhip, that does
whilft it enjoyns me to profefs my-
{elf without compliment, oblize me
to be, with all the fincerity that is.
poflible, my dear fifter,

Your moft affectionate brother,
and moft faithful bumble fervant,

RoBERT BoyLE,



ADVERTISEMENTS
TO THE

(As they were written fome years:
Since, when fome intelligent per=-
Jons were to bave a fight of the

~ following difcourfe.)

O prevent thofe fcruples which elfe:
~might arife in the perufal of the
enfuing difcourfe, the reader. of it.is.re.
quefted to take notice,
| "




Advertifements to the Reader.

1. That though ignorance hath been
of late fo much in fathion with many of
our young nobility, that fome paflages of
the enluing papers may feem unfit to
have been written toa young Gentleman,
yet the perfon they were addrefied to,
being both a traveller, a linguift, and a
fcholar, 1t was not improper to difcourfe
with him at the rate of fuppofing him fo

qualified.

2d. That the enfuing letter was not
writien fingle, being but the Jaft of di-
vers; wherein love in general was con-
feffed, jultified, and celebrated; whercin
“the received way of making love was
explicared, defended, and oppofed;
wherein  conftancy. and 1nconftancy in
love were argued for and againft ;
wherein  piatonic love was explicated,
celebrated, and whetein the cure of love
was propofed and profecuted 5 wherein
(to difpatch) the controverted points con-

cerning love were difcourfed of, 1na way
fuited



Advertifements to the Reader.

fuited to the feveral Themes; and to the
humours and principles of the fuppoled
~ writers, Butall the former papers, (written
in compliment to a fair lady) though very
free from the guilt of either licentioufnefs
or prophanenels, have been by the au-
thor judged too little ferions, either to

appear alone, or to accompany the enfu-
ing difcourfe, wherein he has exprefled

his own opinions, as in the former he but
deduced thofe of imaginary perfons.

~ gd. That the following paper was to
have been attended by another, wherein
the properties and duties of feraphic love
were to have been explicated and infift-
ed on, but the author, before he had wris
ten that other, accidentally meeting with
‘a French book *, wherein though what
he had already difcourfed of were not
handied, he found that much of what he
had defigned to fct down was anticipa-

ted 3

——_—_—-——-———-—""—_-—

* ' dmour Divin, de Mr. du Moulin,
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ted; and the moft pertinent confidera-
tions, his intended themes fuggefted,
were skilfully difplayed already 3 he fear-
ed it might be injurious to his readers,,
and himfelf, if he fhould either turn a.
tranfcriber of others notions, or decline
the belt thoughts belonging to his theme,

‘that the lefs good ones might pafs with-
out fufpicion for his own,

41b, That the enfuing trifle having;
been written in hafte, and by fnatches,.
amongft diftratting. avocations, and far
from Drerary accommodations, is freely .
fubmitted to the cenfure of learned and’
impartial perulers, efpec?ally divines 3.
who are by the author requefted to be-
lieve its miftaken paffages, and un-
wary expreffions,. (if it contain any fuch)
to have been altoge ther upintentional, and
fuch as they fhall never find it to be more.
than one labour to make him difcern:
and reira®t; he being refolved,, by God®s
- - afliance, to continue. flill- obfequious
enough.



Advertifements to the Reader,

enough to all clearer difcoveries of truth,
to be able to fay, Errare poffum, bereti-
cus effe rolo. Ard as he is on his part
{o refigned, and {o willing to be rectified,
fo he expelts this equity from thofe, to
whofe judgments he fubmits, that, con--
fidering he intended not to write 2 folemn
and regular treatife, but a private and
familiar epiftle, they will pafs by fuch
unaccarateneffes as are wont to be incie
dent to compofers of thislater nature, He

prefumed he might fometimes make bold
with the vulgar laws of tenfes, treating

of an eternity than admits -them not.

He hoped, that the freedom taken in
fome of his expreflions concerning love,

and the wonted obje&s of it, would be
excufed, by its being exacted by the de-
fign he had upon Lindamor, though he
had not (which yet he has) otherwife
accounted -for it*, He intends not to

ad0pt'

* In a dedication of all the fore- mentioned
letters to my lady T. |
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adopt thofe (too often erroneous) traditi-
ons of the vulgar, whence he fometimes

draws comparifons, that he may not
deny himfclf the liberty taken by the
generality of writers, (without excepting
the Jearneder {ort of them) who fcruple

not, in popular compofures, to make fimi-
lies and allufions grounded on popular
traditions and perfuafions. As for thole
common places, which the method of our
author’s difcourfe allowed him not to de-
cline, he . hopes the reader will difcern,
by his way of writing, that he loves to
ule them, not as travellers, butas hunters
ule the high-ways; for the traveller,
when he once gets into the road, makes
1t his bufinefs to keep in it; whereas the
hunter, if he meets one lying in his way,
15 not fond of ftaying in it, but nimbly
croffes tr, or traverfes fo much of it, as
1s requifite to be paflt through in the pur--
fuic of hisgame. And, laftly, ifin fome
few paflages of the following letter (efpe-

cially
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cially about the begininng of it) the ex-
preflions are lefs grave and folemn than
the defign 5 the author hopes, that even
they will yet appear tolerably ferious, for

the airiclt parts of a letter, written by
one young gentleman to another,




My dearefi Lindamor,

e Am very much delighted .to
AP Jearn, both by the voice of fame,
43 and the information of much
L_' ‘_; more credible relators, that Here
_ mione’s cold ufage has cured you
of the fever her {corching eyes had.given you ;
and that when once you found. youtfelf referved
to thew what wonder her eyes were able to
perform, you feafonably refolved to become an
inftance of the power rather of reafon, than of

B luve ;




2 SeRApumic Lovs.

iove ; and accordingly did yourfelf the right fo
frultrate the vainh hopes your infulting miftrefs
cherifbed to manifelt in youy that het charms
were capable to miake your flaine perfevere,
\when ber change Had made it as well caufelefs
as nepeiefs. 1 could wifh indeed for your fake,
that vou owed your cute more entirely to
your reaion, and lefs to your refentment ;
that the extraction of your freedom may no
wzys blemifh it. But fince unallayed fatif-
faCtions are joys too heavenly to fall to many
men’s fhares on earth; I cannot but conclude;
that your recovery, even on thefe terms, de-
ferves I (hould congratulate it ; for the French
fay truly, that /o5 plus vourtes folies fint les
mellzares :  ard liberty belng too high a
blefling to be diveftible of that nature by cir-
cumftznces; I (thatfeldem deplore him, who,
by lofing his miftrefs, recovers himfelf) think
thzt Hermione has but intentionally, not even-
tually, difobliged you; and hath made your
flames a better return, by reftoring you your own
heart, than fhe cculd have done by exchanging
her’s for it,  But that which not leaft endeats
to me your retovery; isy that I am affured by
perfons from whom I dare credit even fo wel-
ccme news, that my endeavours proved fo

happy
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‘happy- as to be conducive to it, and that
the confiderations I ventured to prefent you,
did at leaft fo far contribute toyour freedom, as
to give you the defite and the delign -of re-
gainingit. Forlhopel need not teil you, that
1 feldom’ ufe endeavouts, whofe profperoufnefs
is more welcome to me, than thofe that afpire
to ferve Lindamor. And though I cannot ever
pay you any great fervices in relation to my
vaftly greater defires, yet I can fcarce do you lit-
tle ones, in relation’to the delight refulting from
the having doneany. Nor has. the joy which
this fuccels of my difcourfes brings me, being;
dparingly encreafed by my having ventured
them with more defire, than expeltation, of

their profpering, and lefs out of any ftrong hope
‘they would fuccced, than out of an unwil-

lingnefs to leave the means I thought leaft im-
probable uneflayzd-; being invited toexcite you
to greater hopes than I durft allow myfelf for
you, by the example of generals, who, what{o-
ever diftruftful thoughts they harbour in their
breafts, fuppofe (that before the battle) to make
their foldiers fight fuccefsfully, it i5 as wel] con-
ducive as requifite, by encouraging orations, to
ynake them think they fhall do fo, For al-
‘though 1 endeavoured indeed to perfuade you,

B 2 that



4  SERrRAPHIC LoveE,

that reafon being born fovereign of - the paffions,
though her lenity or fupinenefs do fometimes
both occalion and permit their ufurpations, {he
15 {cidom fo divefted of her native power, but
that whenfoever fhe pleafeth to employ what
fhe hath left, fhe is able to refume what flLe
hath loft: and though I was willing you
ihould believe, that to perfet what your refent-
ment had begun, was a tafk- {o eafy, that the
viCtory was as much in your power, as the re-

{olution of atiempting it ; yet, notwithftanding
all this, I fay, I was once half perfuaded, that

tounderizke the curing of a lover, was the next
weaknefs to the being one, And, Lindamar,
to deal ingenuoufly with you, your reco-
very hath circumfliances in it, that make me

very appreheniive, that you are not yet out of
the danger of a relapfe, and that you have not

half fo abfolutely abandoned your -former a-
morous conftitution of mind, as the former
idol of it. I know, that from a perfon, who
for one that hath never yet been hurt by Cupid
is zccufed of ufing him flightly and feverely e-
‘ncugh, you will expect endeavours to preferve
voy from telaples, by fuch difiuafions from
love, as its yotaries will {carce vouchfafe fo
mild 2 title to; as that of invellives againft it, -

Aad
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And 1 thall ingenuoufly acknowledge, Linda-
mior, that I have been fometimes no very unready
fatirift on that theme ; and with a pen re-
lithing of the liberty I cherifhed in my heart,
endeavoured to difabufe thofe {fervile fouls, that
being born to reafon, {o far degraded them-
{clves, as to boaft folely an excefs of paffion ;
and had {uch low and narrow thougkhts of felici-
ty and mifery, -as to expett either from a wo-
nfan’s ufage.  All which I thought I might
tie freelier do, betaufe having never known the
infelicities of love,but’in the fufferings of others,
I might probably fuppofe,-that my declamation
againft it would pafs’for the productions of’

~ nly reafon, not my revenge. But, Llndamor,
though the extravagancies of fome men’s folly
have been fometimes too great to let me avoid

laughing fomewbat fatirically at it; yet Tam
really too Jittle an enemy to love, unlefs excef-
five or mifplaced by indiftinlt and dishguring
confiderations, to prefent to you the nobleit paf-
fion of the mind,-as4ts moft hideous and for-
midable difeafe,-

oEOT. 1. To love, evén with' fome paf-
fonatenefs,-the perfon you would miarry, -is not
only allowable but expedient,: b:ing almoft ne-
B 3 | ceflary
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ceflary to the duty of fixing your affé®tiom
where you have once engaged your-faith ; for:
it hath been obferved, that love.doth feldom
fuiter 1tfelf to be confired by other matches.
than thofe of its own making. And few,
but they, that are fo wife as they fee caufe
to be zlmoft in love beforehand with thofe
they marry, prove fo honeft, as afterwarcs
to bein love with none elfe. Since therefore
the marriage of 2 wife man fuppofes at leaft
as high a degree of love, as. he is capable.
to cherith without forfeiting that title; I
can fcarce difallow the being mcederately. in.
love, without being injurious to marriage,
which is 2 relation, that though I can with
much lefs reluCtancy permit others, than con-.
radt mylelf; yet dare I -not ablolutely con-.
cemn a condition of life, as expedient {0 no
man, without which, even paradife and in-
nccence were not fufficient to compleat the
happinefs of the firt man. I'hus you fee,
Lindamor, that Ido not promifcuouily quarre}.
with all forts of love, but endeavour only to -
poflels you with this truth, that as antently
.mong the Jews, there were odoriferous un-
guents, which it was neither unufual nor un-

fayrful to 2noint themfelves with, or beftow up-
Q4.

1, =k
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ot their friends ; but there was a certain pecu-
liar compofition too, of a precious ointment,
which God having referved to be employed in
his own fervice, with that the perfuming
of their friends was criminal and facrilegious ;
fo there are regulated degrees of love, which
it 1s not forbidden to harbour for 2 friend, a mif-
trefs, or a wife; but there'is too a certain pe-
culiar ftrainy or, if I'may fo call it, heroic temi-
perament of love, which wherever it is found,
makes it belong as unalienable, as juftly, unto
God. A virtuous wife may love both her hut
barid’s relations and her own, and yet be truly
{a1d to love him with her whale heart ; becaufe
there is a certain unrivalled degree of kindnefs,
and a peculiar fort of love, which conftituies
true conjugal affe€tion,that fhe confines to him,
and re{erves intirely for him, and would think
it criminal to harbour for any other perfon ;
. fo a religious foul may obey the command. of
loving God entirely, though fhe allow her af-
feCtions-other objelts; provided they .be kept
in a due fubordination to, and kept from enter-
ing into competition with, that love, which
ought to be appropriated to him ; and which
refults chiefly from an either altogether, or al-

molt unincreafeable elevation, and vaftnefs of al-
' B4 -~ feltion ;.
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feCtion ; from an entire refignment to, and an
abfolute dependance on, the loved party ;- fronr-
2 reftlefs difquiet upon the leaft fenfe or doubt
of her difpleafure; from a greater concern in
her interefts, than one’s own ; from an expecta-
ton of nolefs than felicity or wretchednefs from
her friendfhip or indignation'; or, at leaft;- a
perfuadednefs, that nothing can be. a greater
happinefs than her favour, or deferve the
rame of happinefs without it, For wherever
a-paffion has thefe properties, or any of them,-
confpicuous in it, cannot, but by being confe-
crated to God, avoid becoming injurious both
1o him and-to itfelf. "L:he very-noblenefs of
it entitles him to it: as in fome kingdoms,
(and particularly here in England) tho’ veins
of coarfer metals may belong to the owncr
of the foil they grow in, yet all the mines of
the more peifect metals (as gold and filver) are
by the liw made mires-royal, and belong to
the king, to whom their value appropriates
them. By reflelting upon this peculiar notion of
love, you may be pleafed, Lindamor, to interpret
{fuch indchinite expreflions as you may meet
with in the following difcourfe. And this love
I-have taken the freedom to ftile Seraphic Love,

not
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not out of any affe€tation of tumid words- or
titles, but, borrowing the name‘from (if the Ro-
mith divines be good marfhil3 of the heavenly
hoft) thofe nobler fpirits of the celeftial hierar-
chy, whole name’ ? in the language to which -
it ‘belongs exprefles them to be of a flaming -
nature ; and'whofe employmént (mentioned in °
the ® evangelical prophet’s myfterious vifion)
fufficiently pointsat-the divineobjeéty to which
the: flames that warm them-afpire and tend.
And methinks, Lindamor, that "you fhould~
find it no faint invitation to embrace feraphic
Jove, that you may have the advantage, by ma-
king yourfelf a-rival to thefe glcrious fpirits, to
make them your friends; and the honour to be
engaged in a fervice where you are fure of fych
i[uftrious condurrents, - At‘*lc;iﬁ if you be™of
the ‘mind of “that genercus youth, {to whofe
fuccefsful valour the conquered world was
bdth theatre’ and trophy) who refufed 10 run”

Bg - at]

. .ll r B vl . - B

-2 The name-Seraphim, in Hebrew, * {prings from
the root Sar&pb, which ﬁgniﬁes IO_bum or flame, -
wheace Numb. "xxi. 6 thofe pernicions creatares, -
tkat our tranflators enghith fery Serpents, are” filed*
igtise original Hamueckafim bas-eraplim,

b Ifafalrvi. 2,-3.-
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at the olympic games, becaufe there were no -

rmonarchs torun withhim. ButI fear, Lin--

damor, I have a little digreffed:; fince I might
have told you in fewer words, that it is not my-

cefign in this paper todeclaim againft love in-
general, or mzke a folemn harangue of the fickle-
nefs of women ;.and-that therefore, as when-
young gailants{fuclras you, Lindamer) are {ub-
ieét to caft away theirlove upon unfit cbjelts,.
thelr difcreet friends,. fenfible of the truth of:
the Italian comic’s obfervation, that.

Onefla contra® amore
E troppo frale fiherms-

I giovinetto cuore 3 .

In yeuthful hearts bare virtues wont 1o prove+
But a weak fhield againft the. darts of lpve :

without takisg anymorethan neceflary notice of
~heir former fond and ftraggling paffions, re-
claim them by eitker matching them, or at:
igaft (in order thersunto) engaging their addre(les -
to- perfons whole.beaatly or prerogatives may-
Soth legitimate or confine their affections : o
T fhall now endeavcur to prevent the future-
gaddings of your love to objells, that cannot:

deferves
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deferve {o tranfcendent and difinterefted a orc,-
as I have obferved your’s to have been ; by

preferring and engaging it to the true object
that paflion was born to, the ncbleft it can-
alpire to, and the moft fatisfying it can en-
joy. . Yes, Lindamor,. as it hath hitherto
been my not unprofperous task to unhood
vour foul, I-fhall now make it my bulinefs:
to thew her game to fiy at. It fee thats
love in Lindamor is too noble and predo-
minant an affe@iony to be either ealy or fit to-
be deftroyed. It will therefore be my defign,-
not to fupprefs your flame, but to addrefs. it. I’
wifhed it withdrawn from Hermione,- not to°
annihilate it, but to transfigure it,- I would not
have a paffion which wanted nothing but2a due
object to be feraphic love, like vulgar men, be
fwallowed up by death, the common fate ;-but’
be cnnobled by a deftiny like that of Enoch.
and Elias ; who, having ceafed to converfe-
with mortals;died not, -but were tranflated into-
heaven. - |

Sect, II, What his béen faid alrexdy, Dins:
damor, hath, it feems; fufficed to reclify your-
jove, by-difebufing ity and fhewing you how"
unfitly it was placed on its former objeéts. Your

Bo6e pro-
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proficiency in that invites me to' proceed- with
you to a new leflon, and (mindful of that true
{aying of an eminent father, Nemo aliquem amat,
guem rnon vult ¢fe meliorem) to endeavour to

exalt your paflion by dire®ing and fetiling it
upon an objeét; the due contemplation -of

whofe lovelinefs, nmy cure- as -perfeliy all’
harts received from -any mortal beauty, as an-:
tently the fight of {lre myfterious ¢ ferpent on+
the pole did cure the horts the fiery ferpent:
gave, For fince to gaze fiedfaftly on an out-
ward beauty, where all your looking will but.
difcover the fame face,. is found fo effeCtual to.

¥indle ot ta blow the fme of love, (which the-
Greeks -pretiily . ‘enough” exprefs by their e

w8 iy s 10 f2v) how much muft a due:

contemplation enamour us of that divine,s -
and, . though ‘refulzent, yet ever more and

| more-difcdverable--objett, where attention ands

wonder ftill mutcally excite and cherith each

other & ~whence the zealoufeft and perfelteft:
‘gvers of (God are the glorious angels, ofs
whom cur Saviour fays, 7bat in beaven, they

alivays
e e e  ————

* Namb. xxi. 8, g, .
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akiwnys behold the face of bis fathér-which s im
beaven? 5 and thofe blefled faints, whofe em-
ployment and whofe happinefs is in the Reve-

lation exprefled to be; To jollow the Lamh -
whitherfoever be goss©, And thofe unblemithed

perfonsare in that place recorded to have kept
themfelves undefiled by mertal beauties, to teach -
us, that the nearer- and- clearer intuitton, that
heaven affords them -of the -glorious- abject. -of:
their paflion, was not the caufe of it, but the-
recompence ; and that whilft they lived exiles-
here on earth, it was fuch a fpeculation, as
I am .recommending, - Lindamor, to you,.
wherewith they lived (to borrow the ex-
preflion ufed of Moles) as feeing bim who is.
invifible f 3 a fizht, whofe glory made them look
on fading beauties with as undazzled and un-
controubled eyes, as eagles can be fuppofed to
calt on glow-worms, when they have been
newly gazing on the funs

Secr, IIl. Toengage your love, Linda- .
mor, to this fdlimeft of objells, I fhall defirey.

that

* 4 Matchs xviil, 200 ¢ Rev.xiv, 4.« 1 Heby?
Xi.- 27,
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that all that I have faid to divert your former
fames, and all that I may fay to depreciate and

difcredit thofe degrading and difquieting. amours,
that are wont to inveigle mortals, may be look~
ed upon as meant rather by way of preparative,:
than of motive, aiming but to difabufe and rec-
tify your mind, - that with compofed and unpre~
poflefied thoughts, you may judge of the object
I'propofe to you. Which to qualify you to be
bt impartial to, this-method feemed expedient 3-
being but employed upon fuch:a {core, as that.
on wiich the Platonifts ufed t6 premife certain
virtues, which they (fignificantly enough) call-
ed purgative,-to difpofe and fit the mind for*
the reception of fublimer truths, As phyfi-
cians, to clear the fight, are wont to purge the-
head, that the eye, freed from all- darkening and-
difguifing. tin€tures, may the-more perfectly:
difcern the objells prefented to it.  And cer-
tainly, the love I would perfuade, is of a nature{‘
ihat mikes nothing more conducive to it-
than the greateft uncloudednefs of the-cye, and
the perfecteft uluftration of the object; which-
is fuch, that the cleareft reafon is the moft ad-
vantageous light it can delire to be feen bys
You know the ftory of that witty wench, who-
uled merri'y, to wifh her lovers 2il good qua--
lities s
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fities, but a good underftanding 3 for that, faid
fhe, would make them out of love with me.
The divine obje&, -to which I-would prefer
you, Lindamor, isfo far from being obnoxious
to a danger of that nature, that I'need not-dif~
parage any-other to enamour youof this, For-
the Creator is.too full of excellencies to need
to be recommended-or ' fet off by the creature’s-
defells. - He was fovereignly- lovely in himfelf*
before they had a being ; nor has his-giving us
that paflion calléd love,.made him' the unfitter-
objet forit.. Tolove God, but becaufe your:

miftrefs has perfonal faults, isa greater thanany:’

of thofe, for which you.have-declined her; and -
is fuch a foleeci{m in feraphic love, as it were -
in the Perfian religion, (for that has yet em-
bracers in the eaft, as thofe,. that have there-
converfed with them,. aflure me) to make the
fpots that blemifh the moon, the motives of
their worfhipping the fun. - Hermione is a lady, -
to whofe noble relations I am too much a fer-
vant, not to have a refoedt fer hers and P
cannot, without concluding her an extracrdina-
ry perfon,-remember” how lately fhe erjoyed
the honour of captivating Lindamor 5 and tho’”
fhe has fince, by injurioufly decliring, juftly
 forfeited,-the glorious title of his miftrefs ; yet-

ﬂl&:.
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the qualities, that gave it her, made nfe,'among
divers others, like her fo well, that it is now'my
quarrel to her, that fhe is not what fhe
was., And therefore whatever may fall from'
my pen to her difadvantage, selates to herbut
as'fhe was, or may again be, an obfticle to
your devotednels to feraphic lover To en-
gage you to which, (all this notwithftanding,
Lindamor) I muft do you the right to tellyou,-
that God deferves the higheft elevition”of
your love, though Hermione had not rejeéted
it. Were fhe pot only as handfome 2s you
fancied ber, but as conftant as you withed her,
her beauty and Ler friendfhip too concurring,. -
could not have made her other than as difads
vantageous as injutious a rival unto God
and in the very fruitton of as obliging ‘returns,-
25 her kindnefs could have made your paflion,
fhe would have Ceferved but. a mobre:-mode-
rate degree of it. Angels, to whom women-
were never falle or cruel; love their_makér I
bove all things; and be to whom St. John
prefents  his adoration &, refufed it for
himfelf, to direCt it -unto God. - Would not

yours -

¢ Rev. xxi, 4..and xix. 1, -
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yourfelf; Lindamor, have thought your Her-
mione abfolutely handfome, though Moors had
not worn the Devil’s livery ; and the thing
c.lled deformity had been as much a ftranger,
as it isunwelcometo her fex. Itis true, fuch
s our frailty, that as the Ifaraelites needed a
cruel and oppreflive bondage in Egypt, to maks-
them refolve on returning to the blefled land of .
Caraan ; f{o often:imes the amorous foul needs.
the harfh ufage of a difdainful miftrefs, to dif-
guft it with its thyaldom, and make it afpire
to its more genuine and fatisfying objet, I
may therefore allow Fermione’s defets to have
given you freedom and occafion to confider the
prerogatives of feraphic love; but I muft
not allow them to be the chief motives of
your embracing it. For it were too injurious
to 1ts glorious object, to 1 .ake that but the re-
fuge of adefeated paffion, whofe tranfcenden-
Cy entitles it to more than the moft elevated
and entire one. Alas, (Gad needs snot thefe
beggarly parallels-with any: fading- objells, to
become that of -our difabufed devotion, and he
were lovely without comparifon, .as well ashe
is-foabove it. And though Ibe not fo unjuit
to deny, that there are ladies (fome of which I

have the happinefs not to be. unknown to mys
| felf).
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felf) whofe excellencies are capable of enno-
bling their whole fex ; yet their greateft acccm-
plithments, compared to his perfetions, wholfe
gilts they are, are in that eclipfing company,
zs inconfpicuous as the faint qualities of more
oramnary perfons, As when ina clear morning,
tae rifing-fun vouchfafes to vifit us, as well thofe
brigiit ftars that did adorn our hemifphere, as
thofe dark fhades that did bemight it, vanifh:
confonantly- whereunto, give me leave to cb-
ferve to you, Lindamor, that though divers
of God's-attributes are, through his gocénefs,:
participated by his creatures, yet the fcripture
mzkes fo-vaft a difparity betwixt the excellen-
cies that it cefcribes to men, and the fame per-
feCtions-confidered as they exift in God,- that
it feems abfolutely to exclade ereated beings®
from any title to thofe attributes ; becaufe they
poflefs .them but in a way fo inferior to that
tranfcendent,- peculiar, and divine manner, In
which they belong to God. . Thus our da-
viour fays to him, that (taking him but for a:
man) called him good, Why calleft thou me
2504 2 there 15 none good but one, that is,:Ged
Thus

» Matt, x1x, 16, 19,
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| Thus St. Paul calls God, (or Chrilt) the

only potentate, wi® dwizss 1, though the
earth be fhared by feveral potentates; and

even the devout Eunuch in the A&ts*,.and the
~depofed grandees mentioned by the blefled Vir-
gin in her canticle, are, in the original,.ftiled po-
tentates. T'hus, though there be wife virgins-

as well as foolith 'y and though our Saviour tells
us, ‘That the children of this world are in
their generations wifer than the children of
l1ight ™ 3 yet St. Paul fcruples not to term his
maker, The only wife God ®: and thus he elfe-
wher¢: paraphrafes him, He that hath oitly’
immortality °, though angels and human fouls be
deathlefs., In fo incommunicable a manner
doss the fuperiority of ' (God’s nature make him:
poflefls thofe very excellencies,. which the dif-
fuftvenefs of. his goodnefs makes him pleafed

to communicate. I am the more zealous,.
Lindamor,. to transfigure your love' into de-
votion, which I muft defire you to look up--
on but as a varied name for feraphic love, be-

caufe
-'-?—-_-'-———-—-—-—_———.—._—-
' 2 Tim. vi. 13. k A&ts viii, 27. Luke:

i 52, ' Matt, xxv. 3. m Luke xvi. &
21 Tim. 1,13, ¢ 1 Tim, vi,.18,
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caufe I have obferved your paffian -to hava

Deen extremely impatient of confinement,-
aad to have efleemed whatever may be termed -
limits, to be prifons. Few therefore can need

maore, or deferve better, an object for their love, -
for which too immenfe a vaftnefs were impofl-

fible. And fuch a one is God, whofe fove-

rgign perfections render him fo uncapable of.
being loved too much, that thé moft afpirirg.
paffion can {carce arrive (fo much as) to lefien-
its difproportion to the objett.

Other paflions, like other rivers, are moft-
liked, when theycalmly flow within their wont-
ed banks, butof feraphic Love, as of Nilus,:
the very inundations might be defirable, and
his overflowings -make -him - the-more -wel~-
come. -

For mortal- beauties, -our paffions are like:
ourfelves : if our ftature chance to exceed a-
certain fize or ftandard, it makes us monfitrous;
but devotion is like a flawlefs diamond, where
the bignefs taxes the value, and the unufual
bulk both rates and inhances the luftre and
the price, To give God all our love is the
greateft command both of-the law-and gofpel,

(in



BerRAaPHIC¢ LOVE., 3i

in its capacious and teeming womnb) both com-
'prifing'and cherifhing all the other fervices God
~requires, and that there is not more exacted of
us, is not, thatan addition were culpable, but
becaufe it is impoflible. So noble is the nature
of devotion, that it admits of failings but by
one of the extremes, which is that of defect.
¥or mediocrity, (whote office it is to reftrain us
from approaching the utmoft limits) which in
other paffions is an excellence, 18 here an im-
perfe€tion.  Or at leaft, if mediocrity be that
which creates paflion$ virtues, the mediocrity
of this love mult confift in the boundlefi-
nefs of it, fince that is it which makes it mofta
virtue. ‘The man after God’s own heart ?, is
~ not afraid to own, even to his maker, an ardency
of love for him, which muftbe exprefled by
the hgnificant thetaphor of thirft ; and that
fuch a thirft too, as makes the panting hart (by
naturalifts obferved to be a very dry creature 9)
bray (as 1 remember the Hebrew hath it)
for-thofe refrefhing fireams, whofe want dif-
{rofles and .reduces her to an almoft gafping

condition :

Pﬂil xlit, 1. 3 Cervina cars ficen eff,
&J’c Sennert, [l de alimentor. facultatibus, b
part 1. cap. 3.
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condition: My wery Soul, (faith he) tbifj?et?i
Jor Ged*. And we know, that thirft is not on-
ly fo violent an appetite, that it leflens the
- wonder of that monarch’s bargaits whom hif-
tory records to have parted with his kingdom
fora cup of water; but thirft doth fo confine
our longings to what it craves, that nothing
elfe can fatisfy them. The wealth of both the
Indies would not excufe the want of a needed
cup, {uppofing their pofleflor tormented with
an appetite, which cannot be quenched but by
drink. To which I muft add, that the unea=
finefs of unrelieved thirfty is not like that of
othzr inconveniencies, leflened by continuance,
but grows by lafting the more unfupportable.
T'he {ame Infpired poet fcruples not allo to
profefs fo fenfible and fo active a concern for
God’s interefts, that the -zeal of God’s houfs
bad eaten Bim up; and hugely troubled he is,
that others are not affelted with the fame zeal,
1 beveld, (fays he) the tranfgreflirs, and was
grieveds becanfe they kept not thy word*, Nay,
rivers of waters 'y fays he, .run down ming
£yes,

fPaloxlii 2, 8 PRk exix. 16, ‘Ibidem
v. 136, -
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Byes, becanfe they kept not thy law ; and to
manifeft how much the tendernefs and unre-
fervednefls of his love, made him think thofe
his friends or enemies, that were [o to God
Mine eyes, fayshe, fhall be upon the faithful of
the land v, that they may dwell with me : He
that walketh perfelt in the way, he fhall ferve

me. Do not I hate them, O Lord, that hate
thee, and am nat I grieved with thofe, that rife

up againfi thee 2 1 hate them with a perfelt ha-
tred, I count them mine enemics . At this
rate did pious David love his maker; but he
was {o far from thinking this rate exceflive, that,
tranfported by the fenfe of his perfonal difabi-
lity to pay that divine objeCt all the love that
“his perfeltions merited, he is not content to
roufe up all his own faculties to praife God,

Blefs the Lord, O wmy foul, and all that
is within me blefs his boly nameY, but he in-

vites all the godly toaflift him in the payment
of fo vaft a debt 5 Love the Lord, all ye faints,
jor, &c. And again, Praife the Lord, all
ye nations, praife bim all ye pesple®,  And not

| coatent

“ Plal, ci. 6. * Plal. exxxix. 21, 22, ¥ Pfal,
Ciiii I' f Piilll C-X'f”- II
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tontent peither frequently to do this, as-Mmey
appear by very many paflages of his facred
poems, he extends his irvitation to the an-
gels, and all the other hofts of (od, and con-
cludes the book of Pfalms with a Lez.cvery thing
1bat bath breath praife the Lord,  Hallelujab!

SecT. IV, “Nor does it invalidaté what has
‘been delivered, that fome men have, even by de-
vout perfons, been blamed for too-much devo-
'~ +tion; for it was not an excefs of love, but a want
of difcretion, that was guilty of their faults ; the
.expreflion of our Jove t0-God ought to be re-
gulated; not-by.our blind and wild-fancies, but
by his revealed will, (as Chrift fays, Ifyou lwve
ey keep my commandments) and therefore it
is_very poflible to be too devout, not becaufe
.any exprefzon .of feraphic love can he -made
.with too much ardency, whilft it is confidered
.abftralledly in itfelf, and irrelatively to the
.xeft ; but becaufe that there being: feveral duties
.of love, which require an ardency of it, Itis
injurious fo exeicife all that in one alone, or
a few, that belongs equally to the negleCted
others. We muft not (as too many profeflors

are now wont to do, of whofe error you fnay
receive a fuller account in fome other papers)

dah
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dath in pieces the two tables of the law a-
painft one another; but muft fo bve Gol

eith all our bearts, as to love our nesghbour as

ourfelves, You know what our Saviour faith
to the Pharifees, that tithed mint and cummin,

with 2 neglet of judgment, mercy, and
faith, thofe weightier matters of the law ;
Thefe ought you ("edvt) to have aone, and not
to leave 1he other undone® ~And indeed this
partiality, Lindamor, which makes usdifplay fo
much of the ftrength and vigour of our {pirits
in fome favourite duties, that we can but lane
guidly and perfunctorily perform thofe others
we are lefs fond of, begets in devotion a dif=
eafe not unlike that new one in children: we
call the rickets, which fome learned phyficians
do not improbably conceive to arife from the
unequal nuttition of the parts.  For though
none of them receive exceflive nourithment,
yet fome of them receiving as much as is con-
venient for them, and thereby growing up to
their natural bignefs, whillt others are Jefs
nourifhed than (were the body healthful) they
would be, dogrow fo little, that the founder

C parts

T R

3 Matt. xxiid, 23,



20 SERrRAPHIC Love.

parts feemn over-grown, and {o the difpropore
tion betwixt them and the ricketing ones,
makes the whele body they compofe mifhapen
and unweildy. But, Lindamor, this proves
not that we €2n love God too much, but only
that we may imploy too much of that love,
in this or that way of exprefling it, Whilft
we are (as Job fpeaks) Inbabitants of thefz
keufes of clay ®, there are many duties, which
do as well challenge an intenfi.- of our affeti-
ons, as tholg which relate more immediately to
God. As St. Paul tells us <, that there is differ-
ence betwixt married and fingle perfons, the
affetions of the one being at liberty to devote
themfelves more undiftratedly to Godj °
wherezs thofe of the other are diftraled, (as
Adam’s were, betwixt his maker and his rib.)
But where a diret and immediate expreffion
of love to God defrauds not any other duty,
there 1t 15 free from the danger of excefs.
Though prayers may eafily be too long, and
fafts grow exorbitant; yet Chrift could fpend
the whole night in prayer, and faft forty days,
without immoderatenefs, when the other ex-

preflions of his love to his father, and the o~
ther
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ther exercifes of his mediatory function, were
not thereby difturbed, but furthered and pro-
moted. ~ And fo Elijah might inculpably fait
long 9, when that fafiing did not difable him
to profecute his journey to the mount of
God ; and though juft men here on earth muft
exprefs their love to their matter by (that bufy,
deftrating, and remoter way of fervice)
trading with his talent trufted tothem; yet
when their divefture of mortality difpenfes
them for thofe laborious and avocating du-
ties to diftrefled chriftians, and their own fe-
cular relations, which are here ?Ek}uiﬁte to be
performed ; their glorified fpirits may now,
without any immoderate devotion, imploy, I
fay not, their time, but their eternity iifelf in .
converfing with God, and following the Lamb
whitherfoever he goes. And congruoufly I ob-
{crve, that the four myfterious beafts, allowed to

approach neareft to the throne of Gode, thouzh
their many wings, and more pumerous eyes,

intimate themof a very aCtive nature, are repre-
fented to us in the Apocalypfe, as addicted but
to one employment, ceafing neither day nor

Ca night

PSSR RN

¢ 1 Kings xix. 2. t Rev, iv. 6, 7.
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cight from faying, Holy, holy, boly, Lord God
Almighty; and from giving glory, and honour, and
trgiks unio bim*. And of thofe that have whited
P Zeir robes in the blosd of  the Lamb, this ace
count is in the fame book given us, That they
cre before the throne of God, and ferve him day
and night in bis temple®, So true is it, that
no degree of feraphic love can be exceflive,
nay, not any exprellion of it immoderate,
unlefs it be made fo, not by ifs greatnefs, but
by its ufurpation, whereby it either ingrofies or
invades what belongs to itsinjured and lan-
suifhing 2flociates, QOur love unto the crea-
tures is a prefent, but unto God it is a tribute
and though we may ealily play the prodigals
in parting (over freely) with cur gifts, we can
fcarce be foin the payment of our debts ;
‘or, be the fums never fo vaft we pay away,
their being due, in fpite of their being great,
mzkes the disburfement toco much an at of
juftice to be one of profufenefs. Seraphic love,
(whofe paflionatenefs is its beft complexion).
h2s then moft approached its nobleft meafure,
when 1t can leaft be meajured ; nor cught its
sient to admit of any other limits than an

utier.

< St g g S g

£ ¥earle 8. 8 Rev vid, 14, 154:
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titter difability to exceed thofe that terminatc
it, For healone loves God as much as he
ought, that loving him as much as he can,
ftrives to repair the deplored imperfection of tha:
_ love, with an extream regret to find his love no
greater, ouch a fublimity of Jove will beft ir-
title you to the confolation accruing from tha:

memorable paflage of St. John, where he fays,
That God is love, and he that dwelleth in live,

dwelleth in God, and God 1n him ® y which {up-
plies me with a forcible inducement, to invite
you to an eager afpiring to a tranfcendancy in
devotion, fince it may render felf-denial fo eafvs -
that it will (at laft) almoft diveft that name.
For, this {ublimer love being, by an intimate
- conjunction with its objeét, wholly devoted
to it, and thoroughly relined from all bafe drofs
of felfifhnefs and intereft, nobly begets a moft
ftrict union of our wills with God’s, (or
rather) a perfet fubmiffion of the oné& to
the other. And thus, when it is become your
will to obey his, no difpenfations of providence
will immoderately difquiet you; for, you
poflefs your withes in general, and in bulk, tho’
poflibly not alwaysinretail. For your chiefeft

C 3 defire

b 1 Johniv. 16,
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cefire being to fee your maker’s will fulfill’d,
vour xncwleage of his being the {overeign and
incontrelled difpofer of the events, affures yOou,
that all accidents that can bg{all you, are but
exz(t zccomplithments of his will, and confe-
quently of yours, fo far forth as that i3 -
ciudzd and comprifed in his.  When you have
yefizned, cr rather configned, your expropriated
will, (if I may fo callit) to God, and thereby
(as it were) entrufted him to will for you ; all his
ditncfals of, and his difpenfations towards you,
wre, in effe€t, the acls of yourown will, with

tie 2dvantage of their being direted and fpecified
by him: an advantage that does at once
niiure you both of their rectitude and fuccefs.
God’s wildom, power, and love 10 you con-
filered, how much more happy muft you be
in your opinions of his chufing for you,
than your immediate own? The patient thinks
himfelf oblized to gratify his phyfician for
chufing for- him what forts of meat he is to
feed on; though the doftor be wont to make
fuch a choice for him, a~ deprives him of the
dithes he beft likes, and oftentimes confines
him to thofe he loathes, Alas, how often
might God fay of our requefts, as Chrift did of
thofe of the two afpiring dlfClpleS, Ye know

“tk
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fiot woat ye ask ? 1 admire, and blufh to read
in an heathen fatyrift fo heavenly a leffon, us,

Permittes ipfis expenders numinibus, quid
Conventat nobisy rebufgue fit utile noflr)s -
Nam pro jucundis utilia queque dabunt J;,
Charior ¢ft illis bomo, guam bt 2 mos animzrum:
Limpulfiy & caca pravague cupidine duch,
Conugium petimus pariumque usoris 5 at i
Notuwy qui pueri, gualifgue futura fit uxor,

‘¢ Unto the wifer gods the gare permit,

¢ Of what’s for us and our affairs moft ft.
““ They will for pleafznt things the beft confers
“ To whom manis, than to him/(elf, more dear.

¢ We, by our blinder paffions led aftray,
- % Do fora wife perhaps or children pray ;
“ Which they may chance refufe us outof love,

* Knowing both what the wife andboys would
prove,

The confideration of which made a heathen
philofopher fay, That he was wont only in
general terms to beg good things of the gods,
leaving it to them to determine what thingg
were good for him.  And indeed our own
wifhes are but too commonly as blind as
Rachael’s, who having fo eagerly longed for

C4 - children;
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children, that the impatiently cries, Give s
ckildreny or elfe Idiety died in child-bearing ;
and as deftructive to the wifhers, as their long-
1ngs proved to the murmuring Ifraelites, who
loathing the wholefome manna (‘that bread of
angels*) (God had provided for them, are their
own bane in the flefh they had fo greedily luft-
ed for. Thus, Lindamor, that {o affrighting
virtee of felf-denial proves to be little more
than 2 fon’s letter of attorney to his father,
of whofe paternal kindnefs and confummate
zhilities in the rﬁanagement of affairs, his
cenfidence amcunts unto a certainty, Nay,
ti!] my fecond thoughts checked the over-fore
ward impetuofity of my firft, I was about to

add, fince God refents an infinite fatisfaCtion
in the accomplilhment of his own will, ycur

making over your whole will to God, will ims
part to you that felicity, proportioned to the
cearee of the refignment. And, as the eye,
whilft by the optic nerve tied unto the head,

{o changed, can tafte delights, which 1t is
dead 1o, being ,once fevered from it

though (otherwife) it enjoy the beft con~

dition of svhich its Inanimate nature can
be

oot et e s e el

i Gen xxxv, 8. « & Numb, x'. 33
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be fuppofed to be capable; fo may your
will, by an identity or famenefs (in ‘ten-
dency, though notin nature) with your Ma-
ker’s, as it were engrafted into G od’s, receive a
rew and an enlarged capacity, which will en-
ab'e you to contain and relith joys, highly
tranfcending thofe, which the fullett fruition of
your private wifhes were able to create, T hus
felf-denial is a kind of holy aflociation with
God, and {by making you his partrier) interefts
you in all his happinefs, and acquifitions. And
confonantly we ice that glorihed faints and bief- -
fed angels, whole will have the moft exquifite
. and exalt conformity to God’s, enjoy a hap.
pirefs moft approaching his ; whereas the apoi-
tate {pirits, in a confirmed repugnancy to his
will, find the extremity of wretchednels.

Sect. V. But though I dare not own, Lin-
damor, fo bold a fally, yet I dare without
{cruple improve the difcourfe that preceded it,
to make out to you 2n advantagecus difference
of feraphic love from ordinary flames, For,
he that makes a prefeut of his heart to any
mortal beauty, even by her welcoming it, and

dodgirg it with her own, grows fubje& to have
it wounded in her breaft. ‘Thofe misfortunes

Cs reach
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reach him that would otherwife terminate in
her { her affiiCtions torment him, whild his owny
reprieve him ; and the felicity of two perfons
prows requifite to make one happy.  The let-
ting out our love to mutable cbjelts, doth but
inlarge our hearts, and make them the wider
marks for fortune, and capable of being wound=-
ed in moreplaces : for, although love may as
well make us participate the joys, as refent the
mfelicities of the parties lox;ed ; yet even the
leaft unhappy perfons do in fo fickle and fo
tempeftuous a fea, as we all find this world,
meet with {o many nicre either crofs winds,
or ftormy gufts, than profperous gales; and
ve are {fo much more fenfible of pain than
pleafure, (an aching corn, though lefs than a
ficknefs, unfitting us to relifh the otherwife
perfedt health of the whole bedy) that even
friendfhip itfelf, though a much calmer affelli-
cn than love, ought to be declined as injurious
to cur quiet, did we confider it but as a partner-
{fhip of fertunes, not an exercife of virtues.
But ke, whofe wifer love fettles itfelf on God,
i3 not only by the immutable and even cflential
happinefs of that adorable object, fecured from
participated infelicities; but finds his perfonal
crofies and diftrefies fivectened by conﬁderlgg,

inat
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that what he moft loves is moft happy, and as
able 25 willing in due time to make him fo.
And though feraphic love make us partake
but God’s felicities, yet his acceptance of it
makes him refent our forrows. In all their af-
Sictions be was afffitted 'y fays the prophet of
God, and of the Ifraelites. And fo the fon of .
Azcd, (who is fo much one with thofe that
love him, that both he as the head, and they
as the members, are fometimes, as making up
one body, called by one name, Chrift™) though
as high as heaven, above the reach of perfonal
-or immediate petfecutions, called out 1o Saul
for an intention of- harming thofe that loved
him,Saul,Saul,svky perfecuteff thow m22 And, to
- "demonttrate the tendernefs of this compaffion,
the prophet fays to the returned Ifraelites, con-
cerning God, He that touchethyou, toucheth the
apple of his ege”, Nor is God’s compaffion
‘like 2 miftre(s’s, a grieving only, and an ufe.
lefs pity, whereby the fultering lover is often-
times lefs comforted, as it proceeds from her
kindnefs, than affliCted, becaufe it breeds her
difquiet ; "but God’s is a compaflion, though
Cb allive,

Hiai, Ixin. 3. 2 1 Cor, xil.22. " Zach. ii, .
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altive, yet ferene, and worthy of himfelf,
which, without producing the difcompofure,
produces the effeCls of the moft fenfibly pity,
by engaging him to a timely relief and refcue:
a8 that frefhly mentioned expreflion, 24/l their
affiétions be was affiifled, is immediately fol-
‘owed by, aud the angel of bis prefence faved
2hemy tn bis lovey and in his pity, ke redeemed
them, and e bare them and carried them all the
days sf cld. Yes, this pity, for itis not difturbing
(God’s happinefs, inclines him not the lefs to
exprefs a ferfe of our miferies, and makes us
find (to ufe a fcripture phrafe as I would
render lf) Xa{;-’ =.-:E<;§ VLY Bofﬂsmr, Grace far
an cppsriane velief °; I fay, with the divine
writer, an cpporiune or feafonable relief ; be-
caufe it comes not always when it is moft de-
fired, but when it is moft fit; and when that
is, he that hath. at once ail prefent, paft, andfu-
ture things in his profpelt, is fitteft to deter-
mine. Chrift’s words to his difciples, fr s
nst foryou to kuow the times or the feafons, which
sre Fatker hath put in bis own power P, are ap-
plicabie to more cafes than that which occa-

fioned

T

> Eb, iv. 16, P AQ.L 7.
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fioned them, The Canaanitith woman muft
put up a refufal, and the reproachful name of 2
deg 1, (which yet, by the way, was parahprafe
common enough ufed by the Jews of the hea-
then, and as fuch was underftood by this
Exele Gentile mot Greekt.) ‘The Ifraelites
(comprifing the patriarchs their progenitors)
were reduced to wait four hundred and thirty
years, ere they were introduced into the pro-
mifed land ; and during a great part of that
long fpace of time, languifhed and groaned
under the heavy burthens *, and other as heavy
prefluresy of the as cruelly as unfuccefsfully
politic ZEgyptians'.  St. Paul himfelf prayed
the Lord thrice for the removal of that rude
| axé?\mlz T amgx:, thorn to 3']."8 ﬁéfb ", (what_
ever that may mean.) Nay, of the blefled
virgin-mother herfelf, her divine fon would
not be found till the third day ¥, though fhe
fought him forrowing. And Lazarus, to

whom, even during his ficknefs, he vouch-
fafed (a title, to which all Czfar’s were but

trifles)

W

9 Mat, vil. 27. * The Text refers her ex .
traltion tc Syrophanicia, the fame region with Ca.
paan. ¢ Gal il 1.t Ezek, xxviii, 24.
» 2 Cor. xii. 7. ¥ Lukeii, 48.
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trifles) the ftyle of friend ¥, (which embolden-
ed the pious Mary to paraphrafe him bya /e
whem thsu lyvefl Y ) was permitted not only to
lie a dying, but to die; his refcue being
deferred, till it was thought impofhble ; and
w2s fo indeed to any lefs power than omni-
~potence. Which manifefts, that as no degree of
diftrefs is unrelievable by his power, {o noex-
tremity of it is inconfiftent with his compaflion,
no, not with his friendthip. e whofe {pi-
rit infpired the prophets, is in the jalt cf them
reprefented under the notion of a refiner 2 and
it 1s not the cuftom of refiners to {natch the
beloved metal out of the fire, as {foon zs it feels

the violence of that purifying element, nay,
nor as foon as it is me:ted by it, but they let
it long endure the brunt of the ative flames,
altuated by exciting blafls, till it have ftood its
due time in the fire, and there obtained its full
purity and {plendor. And I hope, you will give
one that converles with furnaces, though he
be no pratender to the philofocher’s ftone, leave
to improve a chymical metaphor, and obferve,
that, though in affliCtions, elpecially national

or
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or public calamities, God oftentimes feems to
make no diftinCtion betwixt the objects of his
- compaflion, and thofe of his fury, indifcrimi-
nately involving them in the fame deftiny ;
vet his prefcience and intentions make a vaft
difference, where his infliCtions do not feem to
make any: as, when on the fame teft, and
with the felf-fame fire, we urge as well the gold,
as the blended lead, or antimony; but with
fore-knowing and defigning fuch a dilparity in
the events, as to confume the ignobler minerals,
or blow them off into drofs or fumes, and make
the goid more pureand full of luftre.

Secrt, VI It is true, Lindamor, aud_ (not

iy et e s

to be _fg[pe&ed.oi\paruahty towards a love -
~which {o little needs it, to be thought £t to be

preferred before all other paffions) I {hall ac-
knowledge it, that the happinefs refulting from
thofe many prerogatives, 1 have endeavoured
to difcover to you in a tranfcendent degree of
feraphic love, 15 moderated by (the effets of
that fublimity) the eager delires it creates of a
more compleat fruiticn, of its perfe€t and di-
vine object. Such afpiring fallies of the lonz-
ing {oul made the languithing fpoufe in the
Caunticles cry out, Stay me with flaggons, com-

jﬁf‘t -
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Jert me  with apples, for Iam fick of love ¥,
such made the ravifhed apoftle defire to return
(for fo I fhould rather tranflate the word
a-arvzz, there©, and fo I find it elfewhere
to lignify) and to be with Chriff ¢ : and the in-
{oired poet thus exprefles his longings to the
bleiled objet of them, As toe bart panteth af*
ter the water-brooks, fo panteth my foul after
thze, O Gad, My foul thirfeth for God, for
the hving God; when fhall I come and appear
befrie God© ¢ But, Lindamor, it was fit, that
to elevate our thoughts and wifhes to heaven,
fcme peculiar, and elfe-where incommunicable
degree of joy, fhould be referved for us there.
Andit is 2 good fign, and fuch as worldly ob-
jelts cannot bozft, when the incompleatnefs of
our ferzphic lover’s happinefs in his fiuitions,
proceeds not from their want of fatisfatorinefs,
but his wznt of an entire poffeflion of them.
And let me tell you, Lindamor, that even
this uneaiy ftate of feparation, isfweetned with
as much zllay zs is confiftent with its being
agrief. For, the divine evidence and teacher of

God’s love, -pronourcing a thirft after perfeli-
: on

bCant.ii.g.  <Phnilii 25, ¢ Lak xii. 36.
¢ Plal, xli 142 -
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on to be a title to it, (according to thofe fcrip-
tures, Bleffed are they that hunger and thirft af-
ter righteoufuefs 5 for they fhall be fatisfied !
and, let him that is a thirfl come, and whofs-
ever willy, let him take of the water of life free-
ly& ) and the joys of heaven being fo vaft, that
they diffufe their nature to all the grouaded
hopes men have to obtain them; each new
affurance is a new degree of them, and is ac-
ceptable to our hope, though unealy to our de-
fires, And thefe baitings at compleat felicity
fhould not be more unwelcome for the prefent
difquiet they fuppofe, than the contrary for the
zeal they argue, and the felicity they promife,
For this production of the {pirit in our hearts,
~may be jultly termed, as the {pirit himfelf in
{cripture is, an earneft ® 5 which, though by
being fuch, it confefles itfelf not to be the en-
tire fum, yetit is not onlya part of it, but a
pledge: and, Lindamor, how fupportable is
this thus qualified allay of the joys of feraphic
love, in comparifon of the'difquiets and the
torments that are wont to attend fenfual
love? I fhall not lofe time to enumerate how

many

. T T

fMat.v.6 s Rev.xxil. 17,  22Cor. v. g
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many it is fuppofed to have fent to their graves ;
becaufe, though I find thofe tragical floriesrife
enough in romances, yet I find them rajities
every where but in thofe fabulous compefures
and thcugh I have had the curiofiy to vil:;
fome of thofe warmer resions, where tie
fiames of love are thought to burn with more
viclence, yet (bating the duels and the pox)
I remember not to have obfetved love to have
-ever been the death of any man : unlefs, fpeak-
ing like philofophers, who make reafon the el-
fential conftituent form of a man, we will af-
firm, that love, by dethroning reafon, though
it leave the lover alive, doth kill the man.
But, theugh 1am lcath to put fo bad a com-
pliment upon mankind, as to fay, that love is
wont to deftroy men’s lives; yet I think it
would be nocalumny to fay, it much difquiets
them. I could ask you, how long many a
lover muft continue a fervant to purchafe the
honour of being taken notice of to be {o? and
I could recruit that queftion with pretty ftore of
others of the like nature, but that I fuppofe
your memory will fave my pen the labour of
teprefenting to you the torments of love, which
they that feel them, would little lefs juftly than

they do frequently ftyle martyrdoms, if the

greal-

o
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greatnefs only, without the caufe and objet of
men’s fufferings, fufficed to make them martyrsv
And though the condition of lovers be in
romances fo dexterouifly and delightfully de-
fcribed, that not only fanguine readers are

tranfported, but even I mylelf have been fur-
prifed into inclinations, to admire and en-
vy their felicity; yet when fome, I wascon-
cerped for, have beenreally concerned and en-
gaged in fome adventures, my envy quickly
turned into pity. For, the repulfes, the re-
grets, the jealoufies, the fears, the abfences,
the defpairs, and the reft of the affliCting dif-
guicts of lovers; though in well-writ romances
they are {von read over by the diverted perufer,
‘yet they are not {fo foon weathered out, nor fo
eafily fupported by the difconfolate lover, whofe

infelicities, though they may be perhaps fo
handfomely deplored, as to delight the read-
er, yet truft me, Lindamor, it is a much hap-
pier condition to be free from misfortunes, than
to be able to complain eloguently of them,

And as I have with delight beheld a ftrom ex-
cellently drawn by fome rare artift’s pencil ;
but whoea I was this {pring toft by the rude

winds that blew me out of Holland, I found
a real ftorm a very troublefome and unealy
thing
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thing; fo the condition of a lover, thoughy
drawn by 2 fmooth pen, is wont ftrangely to
afieCt ard pleafe us; yet when men are really
engaged in it, they find it full of hardfhips and
clquiet., Itisa much betier condition to be
lecked con, than embfaced; and exrerience
gives men of it much (fadder and} more un-
welcome notions than deflciiption did. Nor
fancy, Lindamor, that the iroublefomenefs of
your fufferingsin leve proceeded but from their
not being acceptable to her for whom you en-
dured them ; for, had your miftrefs crowned
them with myrtle, and proved as kind to you
as hymen could have made her, yet, I fear, fhe
could have recompenced you but by difabuling
you,ard could not have freed vou from the need
of happinefs, but only from a miftake con-
cerping it.  For, me-thinks, Lindamor, moft
of thefle tranfitory goods, that weare fo fond
of, msay not unfitly be refembled to the fenfitive
plant, which you have admired -at Sion gar-
den; for a& though we gaze on it with ate
fentich and wonder, yet when we come to
touch it, the coy delufive plant immediately
fhrinks in its difplayed leaves, and contracts
itfelf into a form and cimenfions, difadvan-
tageoully differing from the former; which it

agaln
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again recovers by degrees, when touched no
more, fo thefe objects, that charm us at a
diftance, and whilft gazed on with the eyes of
expectation apd defire ; when a more imme-
diate pofleflion hath put them into our hands,
theit former luftre vanifhes, and they appear
quite differing things from what before they
{feemed ; though after deprivation or ablence
hath made us forget their emptinefs, and we be
reduced to look upon them again at 2 diftance,
they recover in moft men’s eyes their former
beauty, and are as capable as before to invei-
gle and delude us. I muft add, Lindamor,
that when I compare to the fenfitive plant moft
of thefe tranfitory things, that are flattered
with the title of goods, I do not out of that
number except moft miftrefles. For, though

I am no fuch -enemy to malrimony, asfome
(for want of underftanding the raillery I have

fometimes ufed in ordinary difcourfe) are pleaf-
ed to think me, and would not refufe you my
advice (though I'would not fo readily give you
my examplej to turn votary to hymen; yet
I have obferved fo few happy matches, and fo

many unfortunate ones; and have fo rarely fecn
men love their wives at the rate they did, whillt
they were their miltrefles; that I wonder not

that
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that legiflators, thought it neccffary to make

arrlages indiffoluble, to make them lafting,
And I cannot fitlier compare marriage than to
a lottery ; for inboth, he that ventures may fuc-
ceec. and may mifs, and if he draw a prize,
he hath a rich return of his venture: but in
both lotteries there lies pretty ftore of blanks
for every prize. And for your particular, Lin-
damor, the world is much miftaken in both your
humours, if Hermione’s and yours be not {o.
unfuitable, that (to make hafte from fo nice a
fubject) had fhe juftified your expeflation of
her kindnefs, you would have poflefled the per-
fon, without poflefling the happinefs you expeéi-
ed ; and might have found yourfelf as fenfibly
difappointed by her grant, as you were by her
change.

But I forget, Lindamor, that I refolved not
to inlit on paraliels, and therefore, inftead of
profecuting the difcourfe my pen has flipt into,
corcerning the advantages of feraphic, com-
pared with ordmary love; I fhall venture to
ercourage you ta the former, by fhewing you,

that your paft addiCtednefs to the latter, may
prove ferviceable to you init. Yes, Lindamor,
I thall not fcruple to tell you, that your firong

paflion
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‘paflion for Hermione may not a little facilitate
your devotion, partly by breaking all the chains,
excepting one, that fattened your affettion to
unfatisfying obje¢ts, and reftrained it from f{oar-
ing to the fublimeft; and partly, by exalting
your paflion to a height fit for feraphic flames.
For love hath this of noble that it makes us
diveftourfelves of felfithnefs, flight fortune,quiet,
fafety, honour, life, and all our own concerne
ments, when their coming into competition with
the loved parties interelts, may render their fa-
crifice acceptable-to her; and makes us think
goods or ills deferve thofe names, but as they
come to us from or through her, You could

fcarce have learned a better leflon, even from
a much better mafter; for love having thus
. accuftomed you to (what is thought moft dif-
ficult in that virtue) the acls of felf-denial,
you need almoft but transfer your flanies from
an inferior and miftaken, to their true and noe
bleft objeét, and you will have exalted and re-
fined your love into devotion; to the latter of
which, a {ublime elevation of the firft is fuch

a difpofition, as the having formerly by loofer
airs and (perchance) wanton fongs, learned to
improve and to command one’s voice, s, to

the skill- of finging thofe devout hymns and
| hea-
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heavenly anthems, in which the church mili-
tant feerns ambitious to emulate the triumphant,
and eccho back the folemn praifesand hallelujahs
of the celeftial choir.  And, as by hunting,
though (poflibly) we follow but fome fugative
hare, or fome fuch trifling game, we gain
that vigor, that {fufterance, and agility, that
fits us for the toilsand military handfhips that
are exalted in the purfuit of glory, and of
empire; {o though in love (devotion’s pren-
ticefhip) the courted creature be often confiderae
ble enough, to make our eleftions fit to be
numbred among fuch as thofe that made love
be painted blind 3 yet in the progrefs and con-
quct of our paffion, we contract fuch dif-in-
terefted and refigned habitudes, as, being pres<
ferred to {erve celeftial cbjects, do excellently
qualify us for devotion. And, in effet, a fer-
vent love feems little elfe, than devotion mif-
addrefled, where our own very expreflions may
ferve 1o diiabuie us 3 for, when you give your
miftrefs the fule of goddefs, and talk of no-
thing to hLer, but offering up of hearts, ador-
ing, facrifices, martydoms; does not all this
imply, that theugh it be faid to her, it is
meant to a divinity ; which is fo much the true
and genuine objeCt of men’s love, that we can-

not
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not exalt-that paffion for any other, without .
invefting it with the notion and attributes of
Godp As children difclofe the inbred kindnefs -

they have for thofe perfons, by calling the ba-

bies they moft doat upon by their dear mother’s,

or loved nurfe’s pames ; and, as Aaron !, and

the revolting Jews, by juftifying to themlelves

their adoration of the idols they had fet upby

attributing the - title of God to what they

adored, did tacitly, acknowledge adoration to .
be'due only to the deity ; fo dozs alover, by

naming what. he. worfhips a divinity, tacitly -
confefs the deity tobe the proper objet of that -
higheft and peculiar ftrain of worfbip. -

“Sect. V1II, Andthis truth, Lindamor, the
very ficklenefs of lovers concurs to teftify.: fors
what men call, and think inconftancy, is no-
thing but a chafe of perfect beauties, which our’
love fruitlefly follows and feeks in feveralob_}e&s, |
becaufe he finds it not entire in any one; for,
creatures have but fmall and obfcure fragments
of it, which cannot fix, norfatisfy an appetite,
born for, and (though unwillingly) afpiring
unto God, who isprotlaimed the frue and pre-

C D p .: ref

iExods xxxil. verf. 4,5 in the larter of which it is
expreflly faid that the feaft was proclaimied T3t
tv Jehovah, the pecaliar name of the true God.
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per objeCt of our love, as wellby men’s fickles
nefs to women, as the angels’ conftancy to hifn:
juft as the trembling reftleflnefs of the needle
In 2ny but the north point of the compafs pro-
ceeds from, and manifefts its inclination to the
pole; its paflion for which; both its wavering

and its reft bear equal witnefsto. That unfa-
tisfiednefs with tranfitory fruitions, that men

deplore as the unhappinefs of their nature, is
indeed the priviledge of it; as it is the preroga-
tive of men not to care for; orbe capable of;
being pleafed with whiftles; hobby-horfes, and
fuch fond toys as children doat upony and make
the fole objelts of their defiresand joys. And
by this you may, Lindamor, in fome degree
imagine the unimaginable fuavity, that the fix-
ing of one’s love on (God is able to blefs the
foul with; fince, by fo indulgent a father; and
competent a judge as God himfelf, the des
creed uncontingentnefs of all other goods, is
thought richly repaired by its being but an apt-
nefs to provea rie to our love’s fettling there. .

Sect. IX. And hitherto, my deareft Lin-
damor, I have endeavoured to recommend un-
to you feraphic love; by gnentioning fome of
its properties, which feem to relate more to

| the
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the love itfelfy than to the divine object of it.
But I fear you will think, I have too longen-
tertained you with <confiderations, which be-
fides that they are mot altogether the impot-
tanteft that belong to this difcourfe, I have
‘been by hafte reduced to pen in the unaccurate
order, wherein they offered themfelves to my

thoughts, not the method whereind fhould have
prefented them to yours.

Sect. X. And therefore, Lindamor, fince
the nobleft and fupreme motives to the love ot
{y0d confiltin his own infinite perfeCtions and
prerogatives ; and fince the properties of (God’s
loveto us do advantage ws much more, (and
confequently are likelier 0 endear devofion to
us) than thofe of ours to him ; the former not
only moving God to kindle in us, but to che~
rith and foment, and (if our own wilful extinc-
tion interpofe not) to crown the latter: for
both thefe reafons, I fay, Lindamor, I doubt
not but you will think it feafonable for me to
proceed to confider that higher fort of mo-
tives to devotion, and to evince, that the fe-
veral things which are wont moft to engage
and heighten our affeCtions, do, 1 a peculiar
#ad tranfcendent manner, fhine {orth and

) 2 Con-
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corftellate in God. 'That, you know, which"
enamoured you of Hermione, I need not
prove to you, to have been your fuppofing her
full of lovelinefs and excellencies in herfelf;
and your believing, that the love fhe vouch-
fafed you was great, free, conftant, or advan-
tagicus to you ; and that all thefe properties
do not only eminently exift, but illuftriouily
concur in (God, and his. love, I muft now,
Lindamor, {with ftrong defires of doing 1t profe
peroufly) attempt to raanifeft.

Sect. XI. Fift, then, our higheft loveis
made. Ged’s due by the excellency and preroga-
tive of his pature. But, truft me, Lindamor,
when (neceffitated by 2 method exacted by the
nature of thisdifcourfe) I find myfelf engaged
to fayfomething by way of celebration of God’s
perfectionsy I am very fenfible, I can but de-
tract from what I defire to praife, and muft
inevitably appear unable to {peak worthily of a
theme, to which, even feraphims themielves
cannot do right. And if, as the {criptures af
fure us, thofe things never fell under the fenfes,
ror entered the thoughts of men ¥, which God

has
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has referved for thofe that love him; how in-
effable and incomprehenfible muft thofe things
be which he hasreferved for himfelf? the in-
finite fuperiority of his nature above all created
beings, placing a vaft difparity betwixt his
greateft communicated vouchfafements, and his

boundlefs, and therefore, to creatures, mcom-
municable perfeftions,

Wonder not therefore, Lindamor, that my
weak eyes dare not dwell long upon an ohjeé,

which they cannot ftedfaftly gaze on long with-
out being dazzled ; and do not marvel, that I

icruple not to ufe feeming hyperboles in the
mention of perfections, which make the higheft
hyperboles. but feeming ones; both God®s na-
ture and his word declaring him to be exalted g-

boveallbleffing and praife*, If it were feafonable,
Lindamor, to entertain ourfelves but with thofe

attributes of God, which are legible or confpi-
cuous in the creation’; we might there difcern
the admirable traces of fuch immen{e power,
fuch unfearchable wifdom, and fuch exuberant

goodnefs, as may juftly ravith us to an amaze:

D 3. ment
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ment at them, rather than a bare admiration of

them. And I mufl needs acknowledge, Lin-
dzmor, that when with bcld telefcopes 1 fure

vey the cld and newly difcovered fars and plae
nets that adorn the upper region of the world ;
and when with excellent microfcopes 1 difcern
in otherwife invilible obje€ts, the unimitable
jubuity of nature’s curious workmanfhips;
and when, in a word, by the help of anato-
mical knives, and the light of chymical fur-
races, I ftudy the book of nature,and confult
the glofles of Ariftotle, Epicurus, Paracelfus,
Harvey, Helmont, and otber learned expofi-
tors of that inftrutive volume ; J ind myfelf
oftentimes reduced to exclaim with the Plalmitt,
Hew manifeld are thy works, Q Lord 2 {n wif
&im baft theu raode them alb™} And when I have
been lofing mylfelf in admiration of what I un-
cerftand not, but enough to admire, and not
to comprehend ; I am often obliged to interrupt,,
cr brezk off my enquiries, by applying to the
warks of God’s creation the expreflion ufed by
St. Paul of thofe of kis providence, O the depth
of the rickes, both of the wifdom and knowledge
of Ged! bsw unfearchable are bis judgments,

and bis ways untraceable® ! and exclamations
C
Oq

o Pfal, civ. 24. & Rom, xi. 33,
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of this nature may the attentive confideration of-
any other of God’s attributes defervedly pro-
-duce, But having elfewhére treated of this
fubject in a peculiar difcourfe, 1 fhall now,
_Lindamor, invite' you to confider with me,
. how much you, and thofe that are confcious
‘to their having virtue enough in themfelves,
{o make them prize it in others, are in love with
Cato, Scipio, and thofe other heroes, that did
ennoble, and almoft exceed mankind, upon the
.bare knowledge of their virtues ; although from
them we derive-no- perfonal advantage, (‘ueir
.death having numerous ages preceded our na-
tivity.) Since then we pay fo much difinterefted
love to fome few faint and ill-refined virtues,
that never did profit us; how much on fuch
a feore, -and at that rate, ‘fhould we love him,
who fo poflefles all' perfedtions, that each of
his perfeCtions is infinite? Were you and I our
own creators, Lindamor, and wholly indepen.-
dent.upon God, without either need or hope to
tafte. his: bounty; his native. excellencies, and
what he has done_for others,’ thould furely ra-
vifh us, and enamour us of him, Though
his benefits tous did not entitle him to our love,
his effence (the fource and only motive of thofe
benefits) would give him a right to it; and

D 4 though
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thouch we otwed him nought for what e ares
we yet fhould owe him love for what hefs.
He is that glorious fun, from whom (as beams)
2ll created perfections flow, and in whom they
all concentre. ‘To emit God’s fovereign- ma-
jefty, (which places him-fo high, that but to
own for him fo familiar and levelling an affeéti-
on 28 love, much more to expect to be relove‘d
by him, werenot the leaft fawcy pre!"umpnon
man could be guilty of; did ‘not hisown com-
mands meke ita duty ;) fiot to infitt-on this; T
‘fzy, let us 2 while confider “that- proper and
recutiar attraction of love, his ‘lovelinefss
which is fuch, ‘that,~did we-but ‘onee. fee it
al} creature competitions (even we being judf-res)
would then be as-impofiible. as they "are now
unjuft.  In the fifth -evangelift’s- prophetic
vifions®, the feraphims themfelves (thofe glori-
ous ornpaments of the cceleftial hierarchy) are
reprefented as covering their- faces' in God’.
prefence, either blufhing at their- comparative
deformity, or unableto fuftain the unquahﬁed
fplendor of fo divine brightriefs ; whence per-
haps it became of old the Jewifh fafhion'(as
| fome

¢ Ifai vi. 2
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fome frequent expreflions in their writers inti-
mate) when they went to pray, to veil their
heads and faces ; (though mow I havein their
i"ynagogues feen them only cover their heads,
not their faces, with thofe white garments
they wear at their public devotions.) ‘And,
Lindamor, if Mofess face, by but 2 few
days converfe with God, refleCled fuch a
light as dazzled mortal eyes; and if his fwilt
poﬂs the angels, when fent on errands to
us here on earth, even when they may be
fuppofed (if I may fo fpeak) to wear theis
travelling cloaths, and ftoodl as much to
our frailty in the form, as the region they
appear tous Iin, do, in ipight of that darken-
ing condefcenfion, fomuch tranfcend all ob-
jelts here on earth, that the {cripture often
mentions, that even thofe that afpired to
imitate thelr virtues, were confounded at their
prefence: and ify in this veiling habit, they
appear fo glorious, that their thus difadvan-
taged beauty 1s made the compliment and
hyperbole of that quality ;. what may we, or
rather, what may we not conclude of Gad
himfelf, of whom the fcripture fays, He
zbat planted the car fall ke not bear 2 be

- D 3 I ﬂw
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that firmed the ese fhall be not fee®? that is, he
that imparts a faculty, or an excellence, to
the creature, fhall not he himfelf much
more eminently poflefs it ! and, in effet, the
moft unblemifhed created beauties are but
faint fhadows (or trulier, foils) of his. Thofe
dropsof prettinefs, fcafteringly fprinkled amongft
the creatures, were defs gned to defecate and ex-
alt our conceptions, not to inveigle or detain

our pafhons ; for, God did riever intend them
to terminate our love, but only by our eyesto

exalt our faith above them, and by the beauties -
our {ight can apprehend,. toraife us to a confi-

dence,. that there is in their author more than:
we-can either fee or eomprehend. Like Elijah’s
Eery chariots 9, though they be pure and bright,.
and confift of the nobleft and. glorioufeft mate-.
rials, they are meant by God but: to carry usup>
to him. And as-the patriarch’s fteward was fur~
nifhed with fo fumptuous an equipage to court:
Rebecca,. not for himfelf,. but for Ifaac*; fo
zll the lovelinefs imparted to the creature 15"
Jent 1t, but to give us fome more enlarged
corceptions of that vaft confluence and im-

menfity:

P PLho xciv.9, 9 2 Kingsiiizx, 7 Gens.
Ild?. 10"""53:
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menfity that exuberates in God, To make
the righteft ufe of fading beauties,  you muft
confider God and them, as you were wont to
'do” your miftrefs’s picture and its chryftal
cover, where, though that native glafs were
pure and lovely, and very richly edged, yet to
gaze on it, was not the Chief_e& bufinefs of
your eye; nor did you in it terminate your
fight, but greedily look through and beyond
it, upon the adored image that folid veil be-
trayed. Methinks feraphic and our common
lovers behold exterior beauties with a difference
refembling that wherewith children and aftr~-
nomers confider Galileo’s optic glafles, (with
one of which telefcopes that I remember 1
faw at Florence, ‘he mertily boafted that he
had Trovato la corte @ Giove;) which the one
prizes moft for what they appear; the other,
-for what they difcover, For children content-
ing themfelves to wonder at- the length, and
fall in love with the workmanfhip and . gildings
of the tube, do thus but gaze upon them;
‘whereas aftronomers look through them, and,
fcarce taking notice of the unufual ormments,
or the fhape, employ them to find out uuknown
kghts in the sky; and to defcry in heaven bright

D6 ftars,

1

-~



6o SeraPHIC LovEer

ftars, unfeen before, and other ceeleftial no-
velties and beauties.

SecT. XII. I deny not, Lindamor, that
(God has been pleafed to adorn fome of  his

creatures with hints and imprefles, as well of his
Iovelinefs as his other excellencies; but- they
do much more faintly and imperfettly refem-
ble him, than the counterfeit fun we fome-
times fee in a cloud emulates the true one,
by whole refrated and refleted beams, fome
acute modesn naturalifts fuppofe it to be pro-
duced. For though this derivative fun fhine
with 2 not-inconfiderable luftre, comparatively
10 the ret of the dark cloud it ennobles,
yet 1s it not only as much inferior to the
2rue fun in brightnefs as in height ; but it en-
1oys alone a precarious, dependent, and-almoft
momentary teing, which often it lofesin a
very fhort time, 2nd never atfains to preferve:
a very long one. And, therefore, to neglet
that fupreme refplendency that fhinesin God,
for thofe dim reprefentations of it, that we, fo
doat on in° the creaiure, iS as prepoftemus,
and ablurd, as it were for a Perlian to offer

his facrifice toa parhelion, (as the Greeks call
that meteor) inftead of adoring the fun. And
certainly
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‘certainly, Lindamor, if our dim' fight, like
that of the prophet’s fervant, who faw the
‘mountains near Dothan covered with hotfes and
.chariots of fire;were priviledged to difcern other-
.wife invifible objefts*; our °ravithed eyes
.would behold lovelinefs. enough in God, to
.make us inceflantly exclaim in the language of
the prophet, How great is bis goodnefs, and
bow great bis beauty *! Agreeably whereunto

we may obletve, that as the load-ftone doth
attra¢t moft powerfully the brighteft needles,

~made of the pureft fteel, and thofe that moft
.approach it ; fo angels, who, of all created
‘beings, enjoy theuncloudedeft light, and the
-moft clear knowledge of their maker, do love
him with a conflancy fo fixed, thatin five
-thoufand and fome odd centuries of vyears,
(efluxed fince the creation) they could never
. fee any thing, cither in God, or out of him,
capable to feduce them to a change ; God’s
lovelinefs {which is fuch, that the eternal
fruition. of himfelf creates even - his felicity)
18- like rare. mufic, which; though it do de-
light all its partakers, the knowingeft artifts

il
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ftill do highlieft value, and are moft ravithed
with the tranfports it preduceth, being pre-
portioned to the degrees of the fkillfulnefs of
its admirers, The apoftate fpirits indeed dé-
ferted their firft ftation, not frighted thence
by any blemifh they defcried in God ; but pro-
bably fell by a fawcy afeClation of -a parity,
and {as divines tell us) a facrilegious afpiring
to perfeCtions, which they were criminally
unable to behold, without wifhing them their
own; and for their prefent feparation from
God, it is their curfe and punithment, And
I fhall ingenuoudly confefs to you, Lindamor,
that by the advantagious ideas 1 entertained
of God’s perfections, I have been fometimés
inclined to think, that the reafon why God
tells Mofes, Thou canft not fee my face, for there
Joall no man fee me and live ¥, might be, that
(as tranfcendent objecls deftroy the fenfe) -fo
lovely and glorious a fight, (whofe continue
ance fhall make our happinefs in heaven) would
let in joys, and would create defires, too mighty
for frail mortality to fuftain, The ravithed
foul being. thewn fuch game as that, would

* hate
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hate fo eagerly, that the would break thofe
leathes that tye her to the body, (and thereby
hinder her Right to that withed union;) and
the glad heart (too narrow a receptacle for fo
much joy) to make room for fuch guefts,
would ftretch untoa rupture. Longing or joy
bave fometimes fingly reached degrees that have
made thent fatal ; and why then fhould their
union in fuch extremes be thought uncapable
of producing the like effect ¢ Nor is it, per-
chance, more a priviledge of the next life, that
we fhall then fee Gody than that we fhall fur~
vive that glorious fight; which is too- dazling
an object for mortal eyes, till (to ufe St. Paul’s
expreflion) onr mortal fhall have put on imnor-
2ality ¥. But I muft no Jonger lofe myfelf ina
theme, on which it is fo eafy to fpeak much,
and fo impoffible to fay enough. I I be not
very much miftaken, they are fo, who prefume
to give us fatisfatory definitions of God’s nae
ture, which we may perhaps more fafely de~
fine by the impoffibility of its being accurately
defined. And Imuft confefs, 1 do the leaft exe
pect the beft defeription of the divine nature,

from thofe that are moft forward to take upon
thein

- -—-'--'-l-g.
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them to explicate it ; for our words being
but the reprefentations of our notions,. and
they ‘being necefarily fmite, as our bemg
few men are (methinks) more likely to be
miftzken in the nature of what it infinite, (and

confequently of God’s attributes) than thofe
that think defcriptions can comprife it, Nor

will zn affiduity and conftancy of our fpecula-
tions herein relieve us; for too fixed 2 con-

tempiation of God’s effence does but the more
eonfound us. As I remember, St. Paul tells
the Jews, that he cou/d ot Jee for the glory of
that light * that thone from heaven about him

at his converfion. And this the famous Simo-
nides experimentally found, who being asked

what God was, took a day’s time to con-
dider of it; after, being called upon for his
anfwer, he defired two days longer to think

upon ity and, when they were expired, de-
manded four days longer; and {o continueda

great while, each time eccreafing his demands
for refpite ; till, being prefled to give an ac-
ecunt of fuch 2 dilatory way of proceeds
ing, he ingenucufly acknowledged, that the

longer
*'““—_————-_____?_
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Tonger he confidered God’s nature,. the lefs he
comprebended it, And indeed, expetience
teaches us, that they that gaze ftedfaftliefton the
noon-day’s fun,can leait of all difcern what
it is, being rather dazzled than inftructed by
fo confoundmn' an object, Nor, isit only,
Lindamor, 2 task. of too great difficulty for
a meer man, perfeltly to explicate that ine
comprehenfible nature of God, to which no-
thing but his own mﬁmte underftanding can
: be adequate 3 but methmks, even_ to celebrate
God’s perfetions, cannot be foberly attempt-
.€d, without a very deep fenfe of a man’sown
“urliwérthinefs and incapacity. For, the fame
excellenmes that furnith us with pralfes, do
tranfcend them. And the fruitfulnefs of the
fub_]e& may as well deter, as invite our pens;
‘fince, as we are fure we fhall not want theiie,
fowe are certain we cannot dignify it.  And,
for my part, Lindamor, though my fubje&
exaCted of me the praifes I have endeavout-
¢d to afcribe to God, yet F fhould have thought
it requifite - rather to -decline the lawsof me-
thod, than be reduced to derogate: from what
I would extol ; if the neceﬂit'y of detralting
from. God’s perfeClions were not-equal to that

- of



66 Seraruic Love,

ef mentioning them; and if that necefﬁt:y
were not asgloriousto (God, asgreater praifes
~ than we are able to afcribe him, could be,
But, Lindamor, having thus done right to
my method, though Icould not to my theme,
I thall only invite you to imitate with me thofe
-Perfians, that adored the fun, and thought the
licht he lent them ferved but to make the
fource of it admired, and not to piy into his
-abftrufe effence with it. - And though I might
fay much more concerning Gods-perfeCtions,,
1 muft henceforth think filence the propereft
Ianguage Ican now employ; foritis filence
‘that beft exprefles our wonder: and fure, won-
cer is never more feafonzble than when ‘God is
the obje@; a proftrate vengration being the fafeft
-apprehenfion of him “that “is incomprehenfible.

SecT. XIII. Having thus confidered, Line
damor, how fit an cbje€t God is of our higheft
love, for what he- i5 in -himfelf; let us now
:pmcced to derive further proofs: of the
fame truth, from what he.is. to us, (that
'your gratitude may contend with yaur reafon,
‘which fhall moft heighten your devotion) and

wée.
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we fhall find in the vafnefs, freenefs, difin-
tereftednefs, conftancy, and advantagioufnefs.

of his love to us, that more than all the Jove

we can pay him, were but a little part of that
we owe him.

But for the firft attribute, we have affign-
ed his love, (the greatmefs of it} it being 2
general property, diffufed through all the reft,

and confpicuous in them, it requires now 10
“be treated of apart..

We fhall then proceed to the freenefs or
unmeritednefs of God’s love; to believe which
{trangely vaft, we need.but confider, that we
fo little could at frft deferve his. love, that he
loved us even before we had a being;- and our
felicity in his degrees, preceded our exiftence
in this world. God loved you numerous ages.
before you were ; and his goodnefs is fo entire-
ly its own motive, that even your creation
{fince when alone you can pretend to merit
his love) is the effet of it. This benefit alone
were fufficient to render God the objet of

our love, though we were that of his averfion.
- ¥or (as the Perfians adored the fun even when it

fcorched
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{corched them) we efteem ourfelves obliged to
love and honour our parents in fpight of their
being wicked and unkind, though they be but

God’s inftruments in our produétions and
made us what we were born, not arbitrarily,

but in virtue of his ordination. But God, to
~confer on us, inthe moft excellent and en-
dezring manner, the blefling promifed to his
"ancient people, when he vouchfafed to affure
‘them, that ke would kve them freely ¥, was
plealed to love us, not only when we were
not at all, but when we were his enemisgs ;
If when we were enemies (faith St. Paul)
we were reconciled- to God by the death of
bis Son, &c.2. Qur inexiftence indeed was
a condition, wherein nothing M us was
capable of being 2 motive of God’s love;
but our enmity proceeded further, and made
us worthy of his deteftation ; as if his love were
_nothing unlefs it vanquithed obftacles, as well
as wanted motives, This gave the apoftiea

juft caufe to fay, that God commendeth bis love
towards us, in that while we were yet [ingers

Chrift died for us?, thatis, when we want-

~¢d 2ll motives to invite his love, unlefs our
very

R
. - ) .
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very want of them fhould pafs for one. And
how did God exprefs his love unto us? even

by the gift of the Son of his love; for God /o
loved the world®, (fays the divine token of his
love) that k2 gawve his only begotton Son, And
how did that Son loveit? He (fays the apoftle)
being in the form of God, thought it mo rob-
bery to be equal with God; but made himfelf of
n0 reputation, and took upon himthe form of
e fervanty, and was made in ihe likenefs of

men.  And being found in fafbion as a man,
be bumbled bimfelf, and became obedient unto

death, -even the death of the crofs.  ‘Thatis,
that he would love at no lefs rate than death ;
and from the fuper-eminent heighth of glory,
ftooped and abafed himfelf to the fufferance
of the extremeft of indignities, and funk him-
felf to the bottom of abjeCtednefs, to exalt our
condition to the contrary extreme. He was
wounded for our tranfgrelfions, be was bruifed
f r our iniguities, the chaflifement of our peace
20as upon him, and with bis Siripes we are
bealed, fays the prophet®, For ye know the

grace

b Johnii. 16, ¢ Phil ii. 6, 7, S, ¢ Ia,
Liti. 5.
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gracesf aur Lord Fefus Chrifty that though be
was rich, yet for your Jakes be became poor,
that se through bis proverty might be made rich,
fays the agpoftle®, Men having difpleafed God,
and confequently forfeited all right and natural
pellibility to happinefs ; even whilgt they coms
pleated the forlornnefs of their condition, by
the lethargy of not being fenfible of ity and
were as carelefs to feek means of recovery, as
they had been unable to devife them of them-

felves; even then, his refflefs Jove would ne-

ver be at quiet, till it had fet hjs omnilcience
©n work, to contrive expedients, and find
out 2 way to reconcile his juftice and his mer-

Cy, In reconciling finners to himfelf, And
this mercifol defign, by the incarnation of his

Son, he profecuted in a way fo worthy of
timfelf, and fo advantagious to us, that ouf

Jut wonder at it may keep us from having
any, to and that, as St. Peter informs us, the
very angels (prompted, queftionlefs, by a re~
ligious curiofity) ardently aefire to lok into
thofe divine myiteries?, I find it hotly dif-
puted amongft divines, (not only betwixt the

Socinians

¢ 2 Cor. vili, o, 5 Pet. i. 12,
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Rocintans and the orthodox, but betwixt ore
thodox and orthodox) whether or no God
could, without violating his juftice, have des
vifed any other courfe for the expiation of
fin, than the paffion and death of Chrift. But,
without venturing to determine, whether or
no God could, to redeem us, have. chofen any-
other way, we may fafely think, that he has
chofen the moft obliging and moft endearing
way; difplaying in this divine manner of
refcuing us, the fevereft juftice, and the high-
elt mercy ; the greateft hatred of fin, and the
greateft love to finners: fince by thofe uil=
equalled and unvaluable fufferings; to which
he delivered up for us that Son, who is fo near
unto him, that he truly faid, Zand the father
gre one®, he at once manifefted both how
much he hated fin, which he (o heavily punifh-

ed in the perfon he molt loved; (though that
furety but adopted ity to free men from the

infupportable vengeance of 1t) and how much

he loved finners, by giving up what he fo
Joved, for a ranfom of thofe that were guilty
of what he fo hated. And therefore our Saviour,

though

T TSI EE—— T S SRS S S S W

¢ John X, 30.
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though he did fuch great things to fatisfy the
unbelieving and contumacious Jews of his being
their promifed Meffiah, would not decline death
to convince them; and, though he had not
{e}dom done fo much to make himfelf the ob-
16t of their faith, would notbe invited from
the crofs, though the chief priefts and {cribes
themfelves faid at his crucifixion, Let bim now
come down from the crofsy, and we will believe on
kim®  And Chrift, to convince the world of
their unablenefs to emerge and recover out of
that deep abyfs, wherein the load of fin (which
in feripture is called a weight i) had preci-
pitated fallen man, came not into the world
until well nigh 4000 years of ficknels had
made the difeafe defperate, and the cure almoaft
hopelefs. So inveterate an obftinacy at onte

widening the diftance betwixt God and man,
and proclaiming the latter’s difability to find, by

his own wifdom, expedients of reunion. T'hus
Chrift healed and difpoffefled a dumb perfon,
who was 2ble to make entreaties but by the
difability of pronouncing them '; and might

truly fay to the fecure world, I am found of
2hems

b Mat. xxiiv. 40, i Heb. xii. 1.  * Mat.
iX, 54,
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them that fought me not',  And when our Sa-
viour was come into this wretched world, of

all the numerous miracles recotded in the gof-
pel, he fcarce did any for his own private re-
lief. And to fhew, that as he endured his for-
rows for our fakes, that by his firipes we might
be healed™ ; fo were the joys he tafted in re-
lation to us. We read not (which is highly
obfervable) in the whole golpel, that ever he
rejoyced but once, and that was, when his
réfirned difciples informed him, that they had
viGtorioufly ¢hafed devils and difeafes out of
opprefled mortals, and that by his authority
men had been d7fpofJe/fed of both the tempter and
punithment of fin®, He converfed among his
contemporaries with virtues, as well attefling
what he was, as prophecies and miracles could
do; and, to teach man how much he valued
him above thofe creatures that man makes his
idols, he often. altered and fufpended the courfe
of nature for man’s igitruction, or his relief,
and reverfed the laws eftablithed in the univerle,
to engage men to obey thofe of God, by Jo-
ing miracles fo numerous and greal, that the

. B

Jews

Vv, 1o ® IR g, » Luk,x
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Jews unbelief may be almoft counted one®,
Yet were thofe wonders wrought for a genera-
tion that afcribed them to the devii?, and re-
turned them with fo unexemplified an ingra-
ritude, that it is not the leaft of his wonders,
that he would vouchfafe to work an); of them
for fuch blafphemous wretches ; who were in-
deed, as fome of the later Jews have too truly
fitled themfelves, in relation to their fathbers,
Chomeizs ben ya-yin, vinegar the child of wine,
2 moft degenerate off-fpring of holy progeni-
tors. He fuffered fo much for them, that made
him do fo, that he fuffered the addition of
mifery of being thought to fuffer defervedly ;
And ke was numbered with the tranfgreffors 9,
And though he lived as much a miracle as any
he did, yet did his condition fometimes appear
fo defpicable and forlorn, that men could not
know his deity but by his goodnels, ~whic:h was
too infinite not to belong incommunicably to
God. And though it were once a faying of
our Saviour’s, greater love bath mo man than
this, that @ man lay down bis Iife for bis friends s
yet isnot, what is faid of the love here men-

tioned, to be underftood of love indefinitely,
or

________#—-—-

o Mat,xil. 24, P Mat, iil. 12z, 9 Ifa. lili. 12.
: John xv. 13.
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or generally confidered, but only of the fingle
atts or expreflions of a man’s love to his
friends, compared betwixt themfelves; and fo
the alledged paflage feems to mean but this,
that among the finglealts of kindnefs tca man’s
friends, there is not any one more highly ex-
preflive of a real and fincere love, than to part
with one’s life for their fakes. This text
therefore would not be indefinitely applied to
the affection of love itlelf, as if it could not
poflibly be greater than is requifite to make a
man content or willing to die for his friends ;
for be that facrifices befides his life, his fortune
alfo, his children, and his reputation, does
thereby exprefs more love to them, than he
could do by parting with his life only for them,
And he that is forward to di¢' for thofe that
hate him, or, at leaft, know him not, dif-
clofes 2" more pientiful and exuberant ftock of

love, than he that does the fame kindnefs but
for thofe that love him. And thus our Savi-

our would be underftood, unlefs we would fay,
that he out-practifed what he taught ; for, he
came to lay down his life even for hisenemies
and (like the kind balfam-tree, whofe healing
wounds weep fovereign balm to cure thofe thag
made them) he refufed pot to die for thofe

E 2 that
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that Lilled him, and fhed his blood for {ome
of thofe that fpilt it. And fo little was his
injured love to the ungrateful world difcouraged
or impaired by the favage entertainment he
met with in if, that, after he had fuffered
from wreiched men {for whole fakes he left
heaven to become capable of fuffering) fuch
barbarous indignities, as might have made
bate punifhments appear mercy, and even
cruelty itfelf feem no more than juftice ; when,
I fay, to hope for fo much as his pardon were
pretumption, he was pleafed to create con-
fidence of no “lefs than his love, a virtue.
Nor think it, Lindamor, impertinent to our
prefent theme, that I infift fo much on what
Chrift has done and fuffered for us, fince
both he himfelf informs us, that He and bis
Father are one* ; and fome' of the texts
already mentiioned bave taught us, that it
was an effe@ of God’s love alfo to the
werld, that He gave bis only begotien fon
22 redeem it 5 and that God commendeth bis
Lve torvards us tm ihat while we were yet fin-
wcrs Chrift died for us®,  Wherefore 1 fhall

with-

* Jonn X. j50. fee alfo John Xiv. ver. 9, 10, F P
t T.hoi. 16. v Rem. v. 8.



Serarurc Love 97

without fcruple proceed to obferve to you, that
fo free is Chrilt’s dilection, that the grand
condition of our felicity is our belief, that he
is difpofed to make us happy, on terms not
only fo honourable to him, but {o advantag:-
ous tous, that, I was about to fay, that pofli-
bly faith itlelf would fearce be exacted as re-
quifite to our happinefs, but that the condition
does encreafe the benefit, by vouchafing us
beld and early anticipations of it: for, Fanth
being (as the apoltle terms it) 2he’ fulflance of
things heped fory and evidence (or conviction)
© of things not feen¥, walfts our joys 'to this fide
of the grave, bows heaven down to us, till our
freed fpirits can foar up to heaven ; and does us
fuch a fervice, as the Jewith fpies did to their
country-men, by bringing them over to this
fide Jordan into the wildernefs %, fome of
the pleafant and delicious fruits of the bleffed
land of promife. 1 faid, Lindamor, that faith

was the grand condition required in God’s free
grant of eternal life. Not that I would afcribe

any thing to a lazy, {peculative, and barren
faith, in oppofition to that lively and altive one,

E 3 which

v Heb. xi. 1. x Numb. xil, 23, 27
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which is called by the apoftle, wicis i dydmns
fFE;'}'E.:’ng}?;g fd’ffb ap;ratfﬁg 3}' ZOZMY; fince I am
imformed by St. James, that the divorce of
faith and works is as deftructive to religion, as
that of fcul and body is to life 2 : but that I was
willing to mind you, that though true faith
{ which cries like Rachel, give me clildren or
¢/fe 1die=) be ever the pregnant mother of good
works, yet are not thofe works the caufe, but
the effelts and figns of God's firft love to men,
(however afterward the children may nurfe their
parents.) As, though the needle’s pointing
at the poles be, by being an effelt, an argu-.
ment of its having been invigorated by the
Icadftone, or received .influence from fome
other magnetic body ; yet is not that refpect
unto the north the caufe, but the operation of
the iron’s being drawn by the attractive mine-
ral, Tbou art good, and doff goedy fays the
Plalmift to his Maker ®, ‘T'he greatnels of bhis
goodnefs 1s that which makes it ours; nor
doth he dous good, becaufe that we are good,
but becaufe he is liberally fo; as the fun fhines
on dunghills, not out of any invitation his

beams

y Gal.v. 6. 7 Jam, ii. 26. 3 Gen. xxx. 1.
® Pfal cxix, €8
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beams find there, but becaufe it is his nature to
be diffufive of his light, Yet with this de-
ference, that whereas the fun’s bounty, by being
rather an advantage to us than a favour, de-
ferves our joy, and not our thanks, becaufe hi:

vifits are made defignlefsly, and without any
particular intention of addrefs, (by fuch a bare

necellity of nature, as that which makes f{prings
flow out into ftreams, when their beds are to

narrow to contain the renewed water thatdoth
inceflantly fwell the exuberant fources ;) God,
on the contrary, for being neceflarily kind, is
not lefs freely or obligingly fo, to you or me;
for, though fome kind of communicativenefs
be effential to ‘his goodnefs, ‘yet his extenfion
-of it without himfelf, and lis vouchfafing it to
this or that particular perfon, are purely arbi-
‘trary.  T'o omit hislove to the numberlefs elet
angels; the ftrict relations betwixt the perfons
of theblefled Trinity, fupplying God with inter-
nal objelts, which imployed his kindnefs before
the creation, and himfelf being able- to allow
his goodnefs the extent of infinity for itsdiffufion.
But (having glanced at this only by the bye) we
may yet further admiringly obferve, that where-

as men ‘ufually give freelieft where they have
net given before, and make it both the motive

E 4 " and
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and excufe of their defiftance from giving
apy more, that they have given already ;
(God’s bounty hath avery different method ;
for he ufes togive, becaufe he hath given, and

that he may give, Confonantly to which,
when the revolting Ifraelites had broken the

centents, whilft Mofes wasbripging them the
izbles of the law, and had thereby provoked
the Incenfed giver of it to the thoughts of a
f.:dden extirpation of fo ingrateful and rebelli-
cus 2 people ; we may obferve, that, where-
2s God, zs unwilling to remember his former
grodnefs to them, fpeaking to Moles, calls
them, Thy people which thou broughteft out of
tre land of Egypte : Mofes, on the other fice,
to engaze God to the new mercy of a pardor,
reprefents to God his former mercy to them,
znd calls thern God’s people, which He brought
Jorth out of toe land of Egspt, with grear pow-
¢ry and with amighty band . . And {o conipi-
cucus in the eternal fon was this property of
the merciful father, that when fick Lazarus’s
fiters implored his refcue for their exfpiring bro-

ther, the motive they employed, and which prol-
pered

¢ Excd. xxxii 7. ¢ Verf. 11,
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vered their addrefles, was, Lord, bebdld, (not,
he who loveth thee, but) be whom thou lsvefi,
is ficke. And as he takes the firft inducements
of his bounty from himfelf, {fo do his former
favours both invite and give rates to his fuc-
ceeding bleflings. And there is reafon for it
for his pure love being all the merit, by which
man can pretend to the effects, of his bounty ;
: it is but juft, that the degree of his love fhou'd
proportion thofe favours, which it is our only
title to ; and that God’s liberality fhould as wei!
afford meafures as motives to itfelf,

SecT. XIV. Noris God’s love lefs difin-
terelted than free. His grand defign upon us is
but to make us inftruments and partakers of his
glory, and to bring usto everlafting happinefs,
by a way that doesas well elevate and digni-
fy our nature, a3 the condition referved for
‘us will. His method of faving us, if but com-
plied with, does here, as the apoftle fpeaks,
Fit us for the inberitance of the faintsin light
we being made (as St. Peter fpeaks)partakers
of the drvine nature, baving efeaped the corrup-
101 that 15 in the world through luff 8,  So that

E s thofe

¢ Joonxi 3. ! Co.i12, B 2Pt i 4
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thofe things, wherein the nobleft of the philo-
{fophers placed their felicity, ferve but to qua-
lify 2nd prepare Chriftians for that higher blef-
fednefs thatis referved by God for thofe that
Jove him ; and cannot but be heightened and
endeared by the wvalue, which graces and vir-
tues had given men on earth, for fuch a noble
and rational kind of happinefs, as is appor-
tioned tothem in heaven. Whatends can he

have upon us, whofe goadnefs and his blefled-
nefs zre both infinite? He was Inconceivably
happy (in his own felf-fufficiency) before the
creatures had a being ;3 and fure that felicity
that needed not themlelves to be fupreme,
needs nothing that they can do®. Nor was it his
iadigence that forced him to make the world,
thereby to make new acquifitions, but his
gocdnefs that prefled him to manifeft, and to
impart hisglory, and thegoods which he {o over-
fowingly abounds with. Witnels his fufpen-
ilon of the world’s creation, which certainly
had had an earlier date, were the deity capable

of

A e @uid enim immortalibus atque beatis,

Gratia nyfire queat largirier emolum:nti,

Ut #5%rd quidgiam cauf@ gerere aggrederentar 2"
Lucret, ex Epic.
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of want, and the creatures of fupplying it,
:Sts Paul in his epiftle to Timothy, ftiles Ged
Max#p:@., which-we tranilate, the bleflfed God 7,
but may perhaps more properly be rendered,
the happy God: and elfewhere in the fame
epiftles he truly calls-him the happy, as weil
as only potentate. God (fays the apoftle)
that made the world, and all things therein,
Jeeing that he 15 Lord of keaven and earth,
dwelleth not, &¢c. as though be needed any thing,
[feeing that be giveth to all life, and breath, and
all things. And, In kim, we live, and meve,
and bave our being'. And indeed fo cohe-
rent in the mind of a meer man, that does but
confider and underftand the import of hisowr
‘notions, is the belief of God’s happinefs to tha:
of hisbeing; that I remember the Epicurean,
Lucretius himfelf, even in that impious pafage,
where he denies divine providence; and in 3
feeming, but injurious compliment, would,
under the pretence of eafing God of it, de-
prive him of the government of the world;
-does yet confefs, that the divine nature muft

E 6 necef-

i p Thm.iorr. ¥ iTimeviezs. A&
axviiy 24, 235, 26,
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necelfarily enjoy a fupreme and endlefs tranqui-

lity 5 adding, (to bring this to our prefent pur-
pofe) that it is

Privata dilsre omnty privata periclis,
I5/2 fuis pollens opibusy uibil indigq noftri,

Whereby he ackﬁowledges:

‘¢ That from all griefs and dangers of them
freed, -

“ Rich in itfelf, it has of us no need,

Or, if you will have him fpeak of the gods
in the plaral, like a heathen poet, that

“ Far above griefs and dangers, thofe bleft
POWEIS,

** Rich in their native goods, need none of
OUT S,

A much nobler poet tells us, That the

earth is the Lord’s, and the ftlnefs thereof, the
weridy and they that dwell thereiy =, Agree~

ably whereunto, that gress Gud that Jormed all
2hings,

-

——————— e
= Plal, xxiv, r,
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things ™, (as in our tranflation the fcripture calls
him) fays in one of the Pfalms, [f [ were
hungry, I would not tell theey for the world
is mine, and the [fulnefs theresf, His ubi-
quity excludes all wifhes of -remove, by mak-
ing his eflence incapable of exclufion; for,
whither fhould he defire to tranfport himfelf

that is every where, and can with himfelfin no
place where he is notalready ? His fufficiency is
fuch, that he can fee no goods, but what he
gives or hath, (or rather both beftows and pof-
fefles) his plenty being fo unexhaufted a fpring
of goods, ¢hat his liberality does lefs impoverifh
God, than the fun’s light does him, or im-
parted knowledge impairs the teacher’s ftock,
And therefore, though St, James does very juft! y
call God, The father of lights ®, whois the
beftower of every good and every perfect gift 5
yet the Friend of God, (as the fcripture calls
Abraham) ard that royal prieft, {(whom the
writer to the Hebrews teaches us to have been
- fo illuftrious a type of him %, whom he calls,
The high prieft of our Profefion *) do both of
them in the fame chapter ftile him, T%e pofJe/or

/4

8 Prov.xxvi. 10,  °Plal ), 12. P Jam, j,
1?! 3 Hf:b' "Jll. ?f'r tolum, E HCb- il e
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of hedven and earth*. No, no, God needs
not beg from, nor covet in, the creatures fhal-
low ftreams, thofe goods, of which he not
cnly hath, but is the fcource. Our greateft
fervices to cur Creator muft be to difcharge
curielves, not to advantage him, nor as think-
ing to add any thing to a felicity which wete
not infinite, could it admit increafe, QOur
higheft performances, though they be dues,
amount not unto tributes, but are rather like
thefe pepper-corns of rent which free-holders
p=y, not with hope or with intent to enrich
their fandlord, but to acknowledge, that they
hold 2ll from him. When we admire the
" fan, our feeing of his light doth not encreafe -
ir, it makes it not greater, but only makes it
ours; atd when we turn away, or fhut our
eyes, that glorious planet fuffers no eclipfe, and
is not at aill darkened or impaired, nor doth he
thereby lofe his light, but we : The ealinefs
of the application requires, and excufes its
omiflion. If toou finneft, ( faysElihu in Job)
cvhat doft thou againft bim 2 if thou be righte-
cus, what givefl thiu bim € or what rectiveth

08

3 Gen, xiv, z2.
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be of thine hand 2 thy wickednefs may burt
. man as thou art, and thy righteoufnefs may profit
the fon of man'. In effet, the wicked’s fpite
againft God is but like a mad-man’s running
his head againft the wall, thatleaves the wall
unfhaken, but dathes his own brains out. God
inbabits a felicity (as well as light) inacceffible®
to all inferior atternpts : his fovereign tranqui-
lity is fo {fublimely placed, that it is above the

reach of all difquieting impreflions; and, like
the ftars, that feel not the difeafes their inaul-
picious influence produces, he doth not refent
the torments he inflits, God’s juftice is not
lefs effential to him than his mercy ; witnefs
that (the numbers of the faints and the repro-
bate confidet’d) thoufands fall facrifices to the
- feverer attribute, for one that proves capable of
the milder. He faid, He would get &imjé{f ho-
nour upon Pharach and all bis boff, when he
defigned their ruin in the Red Sea¥ : And Mofes
faid, He bath triumphed glorionfly in affe@ing
it*, And in Ezekiel he fays, Bebold, I am
sgain? theey O Sidony and I will be ghorified

in

P

t Job xxxv. 6,7, 8, “ 1 Tim, vi, 16,
¥ Exod. xiv. 17, 18. * Exod. xv. 1.
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21 the midf} of thee, and they foall bnow that T
am the Lord, when I fball bave executed my
ragments in ber, and fhall be Janélified in her 1,
Thus when a flath of God’s indignation (kind-
led by that frange fire they prefumed to offer
before him) had blafted the two prefumptuous
fons of Aaron, Gad is faid 2 bave been fanfii-
fied in them that come nigh bim, and to baye
ceen ghrified before all the pesple® 5 fuch
eminent and exemplary inftances of feve.-
rity, manifefting Lim to be fo haly in his laws,
and {o concerned for them, that even the Mmi-
nifters of his altars fhall not violate them
with Impunity, but find him (what the wri-
ter to the Hebrews calls him) # confuming
Fre*; who will be glorified before all his peo-
pie, either by the cbedience of thofe that ap-
proach him, or by their deftruion. So to
evicence, that God can derive fatisfadtion ag

well from the exercife of provoked juttice, as
from that of his preveoked mercyy the facred

orator ufes this remarkable antanaelafis, And
it Lall come 19 pafs, that as the Lord rejoyced

| cuer
_\.-—
¥ Ezek, xxviiis z2, . % Levits 3. 3.

= Heo, xii, 2.
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pver you to do you good, and multiply you 5 fo will
the Lord rejoyce over you to deftroy you, and
bring you to mought® ‘Thus, though it be
truly faid of God by the prophet Jeremiah,

that be doth not aflict willingly, nor grieve the
children of men<c, (and therefore the determin-

ed confumption of the whole land, which our
bibles englith, Geod’s work, bis firange werz*,
other tranfltors rcad, Opus alienum fuum) yet
when the fins of incorrigible offenders are
grown to that provoking heighth, that his
mercy’ intercedes no more to avert or fufpend
the infli€tions of his juftice; then how much
he can fatisfy himfelf in deftroying thefe that
wou'd not be preferved, may be guefled at by
that formidable exoreflion in Ezekiel ; where,
having foretold what havock the fword, the
famine, and the peftilence thould make amongft
the intraltable and difperfed Ifraelites, he adds,
(as 2 kind of 'Emwiver ) Thus fhall mine anger
be accomplifbedy and Iwill caufe my fury to reft
upon themy, and I will be comforied . The
howlings of the-damned as well found forth
his praifes, as do the hallelujahs of the faints ;

they

b Deut. xxviit. 63. ¢ Lam, 1ii. 33.- ¢ Ifa.
Xxviii. 21. ¢ Ezek. xiii. s. |
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they both do fing to him an everlafting canti-
cle of praife; only in this great confort of his
whole intelligent creation, the defignlefly con-
Ipiring voices are as differing as the concitions
of the refpective fingers. Hell’s darknefs doth
as well contribute to God’s glory, as heaven’s

eternal fplendor : as fhadows, judicioufly
placed, do no lefs praife the painier, than.do
the livelier and brighter colours. And as when
the earth doth fend black, noifome, and f{ul-
paureous exhalations up-toward the fky, alas,

they reach not heaven, nor difcompofe the
{pheres; but all the .ftorms and thunders they

produce fall on “that globe they came f{rom,
and there do all their mifchief: .{o, the wicked
may wrong God indecd, yet do they really
harm but themfelves by all their greateft fins,
which trouble him chiefly, but becaufe they
neceffitate him to punifh them: for the tranf-
greffions that do moft provoke God, do him
not the leaft harm. An impious perfon may
(zs Elihu lately informed us) hurt a man, as
himfelf is, not that fupremely blefled deity ;
the refult of whofe infinite periections is a re-
fembling happinefs, which is as Infeparable
from him as his eflence. Our offences may

derogate from his acceflional glory, not from
his
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his effential felicity ; or rather, the moft def-
perate finners, by their greateft crimes, can but
change the attribute they fhould bring honour
to, and but oppofe the glorifying of his good-
nefs to occafion the glorifying of his juttice ;

fince he will be infallibly glorified, foon or
late, either by mens aions, or their {ufferings ;
by their prattice of duties, or punithment for
fin. "Thus you fee how little God is behold-
Ing to you for your declining hell: nor will
the fcore be very much encreafed by your ad-
drefies and attempts for heaven. Can ¢ man
(fays Kliphaz) be profitable unto God, as he

that is wife may be profitatle unto himfelf 2 is
it any pleafure to the Almighty that thou art

righteous € or is it gain unto him that thou

makeft thy ways perfei? 2 Congruoufly to
“which fenfe the PRimit fays, My goodnef; ex-
vendeth not to thee®: the fire that we kindle on
God’s altars'heats and enlightens us, but warms
not heaven at {o diftant a remove, nor is want-

ed in the fun’s refidence. We have all the
redolence of the perfumes and incenfe we burn

upon his altars, the fmoak doth vanith e’er it
can

-—'——-—;—_-—-___ﬂ_

£ Job xxii, 2, 3. e Plal. xvi, 2,
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can reach the fky, and whiltt it is undifperfed,
but clouds, and but obfcures it. Alas, our
beft performances are as ufelefs fervices to God,
2s the heir’s bringing wax to his departing fa-
ther, is to him, which adds not any thing to
the rich man’s ftore, and is by him defired and
accepted, only to feal away a fortune to his
fon. Though therefore it be true, that God
1s pleafed with our performances, yet is that
welcome he vouchfafes to give them, fo far
from enablingus by them to requite his lcve,
that it encreafes the unrequitednefs of it; fince
he is delighted with them as they afford him
juft rifes to reward them. How far from mer-
cenary then is God’s bounty ! fince he accepts
our acknowledgments of his former bleffings,
(chiefiy) to make them opportunities of con-
ferring frefh ones; as good old Ifaac defired his
{on’s venifon, that from the relithing of that

favoury meat he might take an opportunity
to blefs him®,

And the better to difcover how diﬁntereﬁe_d

God’s favoursare, let us further confider, how
fitle

& Gen, xxvil. 4.
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little they are requitable ; for we can give him
nothing but his own, (nor, heaven knows,
all that neither;) and both the willand power
to ferve him are his, upon fo juft and many
fcores, that we are unable to retribute, unlefs
we do reftore; and all the duties we can pay
our maker, are lefs properly requitals than
reftitutions. When David and his officers had
offered towards the ftniCture of that magnifi-
cent temple, which they feemed ambitious to
make a manfion inferior to heaven only; the
king himfelf gave three thoufand talents of
gold, and feven of refined filver; and the

heads of the people- five thouland talents (bé--
fides ten thoufand drachms) of gold, ten thou-

fand talents of filver, eighteen thoufand of
brals, and a hundred thoufand of iron, (a trea-
fure, of which I fcarce remember to have read
the like in any hiftory) befides a number of
all manner of precious ftones, capable of ime
poverithing the very Indies. They perfumed
this noble and unequaledoffering witha folemn
confeflion, which perhapsin God's efteem was
rhuch more precious than it: Thine, O Lord,
(fays the.royal prophet in the name of ali)
is the greatnefs, and the power, and the glory, -

atd
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and the victoryy and the majefly 5 for all that
15 in beaven and in earth is thine., Thine is

the Fingdsm, O Lord, and thou art exalted as
bead above all.  Both riches and bonour come of
thee, and toou reigneft over all.  And in thine
band is power and might, and in thine hand it
i5s to make great, and to give firength unto all,

Now, therefere, our God, we thank thee, and
praife thy glorions name. But who am I, and
what 15 my people, that we Jbould be able 1o of-
Jer fo willingly after this fort 2 for all things
come of theey, and of thine own have we given
thee.  For we are flrangers before thee, and fo-
journers, as were all cur fathers. Qur doys

¢n earth are as a fhadow, and there is none
abiding. O Lord our God, all this flore that

ws bave prepared to build thee an houfe for thy
Loly name, cometh of thy bands and is all thy
cwn'. Who (fays the apoftle, in a queftion
that imports its own negative) bath firf given
25 bim,y and it fball be recompenced to bim again @
for of bim, and through bim, and to him, are
all things *. Nay, even our love itfelf (that poor
man’s furety and exchequer, that doth pay all

his

* 1 Chron. xxix, 11,=~16. ¥ Rom. xi. 3¢, 36,
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his debts by fupplying him with the prerogative
to coin his delires and wifhes of an arbitrary
value) is here unable to difcharge our debts:
our love being too much the =ffect; to be ca-
nable of being the recompence of God’s, And
furely the divine amorifts had caufe to fay,
that berein is love, not thar we loved God, but
that he lpved ws'. And, as the fame apoftle
elfewhere fpeaks, we love bim, becaufe be firft
byed us™. Ify in effect, we look upon the
unworth conteft, betwixt God’s mercies, and
moft mens ingratitude, and but reflect upon
¢he fmall return of love that the greateft dif-
burfements of his do ufually bring home ; we
cannot but acknowledge, (as David In the
lately mentioned fcripture did) that our loving
God for his favours, isone of the greateft
favours that we love him for. So unrequit-
able is God’s love, and fo infolvent are we,
that that love vaftly improves the benefit, by
which alone we might have pretended to fome
ability of retribution. .And fo unlimited is this
impotence of ours to recompence Or repay.
God’s diletion, that it extends to, and fetters.

our

_—-—-——-————-——_——-—-—-‘—__—

' 1 John iv. 10, ® 1 Johniv. 14
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our very wifhes. For God enjoys an affluence
of felicity, fo perfect and entire, that even
our wifhes can aim at nothing for him worthy of
him, unlefs inftructed by what he already actu-
ally poflefles, and the fenfe of this fame very im-
potence, to fome of the greateft proficients in
{eraphic love, appears not the leaft unealy pro-

perty of it. It grieves us fenfibly, to fee our
felves reduced to be only paflive, and the re-

celvers in this commerce. We would fain
contribute fomething, and cannot always re-
frain from devoting our wifhes to increafe his
happinefs, to whom we. owe all ours. And
fome holy perfons (particularly St. Auftin)
Lave by the exuberance of their gratitude and
cevoticn, been tranfported to make withes,
and ufe expreflions, wherein their affe€tions
had a greater fhare than their reafon, and
which argued them much better to 2pprehend,
how mach God deferved of them, than how

little he needed them. But, upon fecond

* thoughts, we fhall find, that the caufe of our

grief ought to turn it into our joy, fince the
defires we would frame, aiming at God’s being

infinitely happy, are all fulfilled before they
are concelved, and that in the moft advanta-

gious
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gious and nobleft way : for, could God’s hap-
pinefs admit acceflion by our accomplithed
withes, there were then a poflibility of his
wanting fomething to render it compleat, Ard
fure it is a more fuprcme felicity fo be by
nature tranfcendently above all increafe of

bleflednefs, than to receive the greatelt that
men can wifh.

Sect. XV. To proceed now to the con-

francy of God’s love: we cabnot entertain of

God any apprehenfions, not altogether un-
worthy of him, and cnminally injurious to
him, without believing, that to think that he
can’'be inconftant, is as a great crime as it
were a mifery to find him fo. His love is like
his eflence, immutably eternal, reaching from
everlalting to everlafting, it preceded the nati-
vity of time, and will furvive its utmoft
period and obfequies. Hawving loved his own
which were in the world, be lyved them unto
the end, fays the Evangelift®: And when
St. James had told us, That every good ond.
every perfedd gift is from abeve, and cometh

1) down

W

» John xiii, 1.



93 SeErRAPHIC Love.

aswn  from the father of lights °, he adds,
(to complete our confolation) with whom is
10 variablenefs, neither fhadow of turning. Of
bis own will begat be us of the word of truth °.
And, in effect, fince God takes the motives
cf his love tous, from himfelf, not from us,
the unchangeablenefs of his nature feems
ftrongly to infer that of his charity, and out
happivels in it. ¥or, I am the Lord, I change
not 5 therefore, ye fons of Faceh are not confumed,
fays Geod by the laft of his prophets?: And
in Jeremiah he tells his people, I bave lwed
them with an  everlafling lwwe. And what
God once faid to the generous Jofuah, 7 will
never leave thees nor forfake thee 9, is, by the
writer to the Hebrews, applied to believers
in general 5 for the gifts and calling of God (fays
the fame author elfewhere) are without re-
pentance’.  Nor do thofe crofles that feem due
~to his anger defiroy the immutability of his
leve, fince even that anger is an effect of i,
proceecing from a fatherly impatience of fee-
ing a {pot unwiped off in the face he loves
too weil to fee a blemith in it ; and from his

defire

oJamesi, 17- ¥ Mal. iii. 6, 9 Jofh. 1. 5.
* bacb. xiin . Rom. xi. 2q.
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defire to fee his child an objet fit for a larger
meafure of his kindnefs: as when we beat the
duft out of a fuit we fancy, we firike not
out of anger, but only toremove that which
doth fully it, and hinder us o take that de-
light in it, which our fondnefs would be pleafed
with a juft caufe to find. A5 many as I Jpve,
I rebuke and chaflen, (fays our Saviour *.) And,
I know, O Lord, (fays the Plalmift) that thy
Judgments are right, and thai thou in  fuithful-
nefs hall affiited me ', The furnace of afilicti-
on being meant but to refine us from our
earthly droflinefs, ard foften us for the im-
preflion of God’s own ftamp and image. -

The great and merciful archite® of his
¢hurch, (whom not only the philofophers have
ﬁy]Ed, but the fcripture l{fﬂlf CH”S TEXMTHey Al
artift or artificer *) employs not on us the hama
mer and the chiffel, with an intent to wound or
mangle us, but only to fquare and fathion ouy
hard and ftubborn hearts into fuch Aving flones v,
as may both grace and ftrengthen his heavenly
ftrutture. Nor.is God only thus conftant to

F 2 his

¢ Rev. i, 19. t Plal ex'x. 75 @ Hebh
X1, 10, w1 Pet. il. 3.
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Fis leve, but to his lovelinefs. Qur female
beauties are wfually as fickle in their faces as
thcir minds, 2nd more certainly in the former ;
secaufz, though cafualiies fhould fpare them,
aze brings in 2 neceflity of a change, nay, a
cecay ; ieaving our doters upon red and whiie
incefiantly perplexed, by the incertainty both
¢f the continuance of their miftrefs’s kindnefs,
and of the lalting of her beauty, (both which
are receflary to the amorift’s joys and quiet :)
for, fometimes, when the miftrels’s humour
coth not change fo much, as to prove guilty
of the fault of inconftancy, her face alters
encuch to make her lovers wifh inconftancy no
fau't; or, that fhe had committed it, that her
ficklere’s might afford them the excufe of
imitation cr revenge, Rut, in devotion, we
zre equally fecure from both thele dangers,
S:nce Ged doth not defift from blefling us with
Lis Jove, nor ceafes ever from deferving the
}ewht of curs. Nor is he only conftant 1n mak-
iz usthe objetsof hislove, but alfoin bend-
> and inclining us to make him the objett
of our firongeft affettions; fo that he not only
{is in continuing to us both the offer and
f Eis love, but perfeveres to give us
a

"

D
&
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a receplive dilpofition to welceme it to us, and
reflet itupto him. The want of fvcha dii-
rpoﬁtion loft Adam paradife, and the fullen ange:s
heaven; there being to the object that mufl

fecure our love fiich a nature requifite in refe-

rence to our affeQlions, as philefophers aie
nléafed 10 afcribe to the wald’s centre in

relation to heavy bodics, which, they teach
us, that magnetic point has the diudle fa-
culty, not oniy to craw thither, but to keep
there. For {o untoward and crofs-grained arc
we, in point of our own good, and fo unfit
to procure, and ready to defert, our own le-
licity, that peither its excellency is a fuflicicier.t
motive to carry our addrefles to if, nor i3
pofleflion a competent tie to intercept in us
all defigns, revolts, and divorces; but we
muft be uled as peevith chuldren- are, who, [0z
the one fide) when .their mouths arc our of
taflte, and they refufe to take what is necellary
for them, muflt have It notonly offered them,
but forced upon them, and be (as it were)
made to receive it; and who (on the other
hide) muft be reftrained from gadding, when the
beauty of the manfions they live in, cannot
invite their ftay ; but they would gladly leave
the proudeft palaces archite€ture can boaft, to

F 3 run
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run 1ato the ftreet, and daoble in the kennel.
A!l thefe three properties of divine conftancy
are not ill thadowed in the operations of the
Icad-ftone, (a mineral, in which I have made
tco many experiments, not to be by you al-
lowed to make fome comparifons to it.) For,
firft, it never forfakes its inclinations for the
iteel: next, being united to it, it retamns fo
conftantly its attraltive qualities, that it gives
rot the needleany motive of deferting it; and,
thirdly, it doth never rightly "tcuch the amo-
rous iteel, without leaving an impreflion,
which ever after difpofes it to a converfion
0 that magnetic pofture, which beft fits it
to receive frefh influences. To which, let
meadd this other refemblance, betwixt God’s
work on us, and the load-ftone’s on the iron,
that ‘the kind ftone attraétsa needle to it, not
to advantage itfelf by that union, but to im-
part its virtue to what it draws. Befides, ab-
fence and rivals, thofe frequent ruiners of other
lovers happinefs, can threaten nothing of for-
midable to yours. For, abfence (which fo di-
vorces us from that which animates us, that
lovers co not fo improperly ftile it death, if
death be but the feparation of foul and body)

by
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by God’s ubiquity we are fecured from; he is
ever prefent with us, or rather in us. You
that not long fince fo highly valued the op-
portunities of converfing with your miftrefs
for fome few moments, fhall here find your
priviledges lmproved to a permiffion, nay, an
invitation, of entertaining the object of your
love at all times, no hour renders your vifils
unfeafonabie, nor no length tedious: he is ra-
ther welcomeft to Ged that comes to him of-
teneft, and ftays with him longeft, What
favours were vouchfafed to that ancient Pro-
phetefs, (who was likewile one of the firft
Evangelifts) who for many years departed nat
Jrom the temple, but ferved God with fafiings
and prayers, night and day*, the beginning of

- St. Luke’s gofpel may inform you. The mid-
night bymns of Paul and Silas¥, did not only

not difturb or offend him they praifed, but
procured the vifit of an angel to bring them

miraculous and unexpected liberty, as a proof
of the acceptablenefs of their feemingly unfea-
{onable devotions, When Enech bad walked

with God* as many years as the year hasdays,

F 4 God
'-m__-
* Luken. 37, &e. ¥ Als vi, 23, &,

Z Gen. V. 22,23, 24.
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God was fo far from being importuned or
tired by that lafting affiduity, that vouchfahng
him an upnexampled exemption from death,
he was pleafed, by. a new and a hearer cut
10 heaven, to admit him to a yet clofer,
snore immediate, and more undiftrated com-
munion with himfelf. And when Mofes had
{oent no lefs than forty days and forty nights®
in converfing (if I may ufe {o familiar a term)
with God in the mount, he brought down
rhence, initead of a pedance for Lils importu-
rity, fo fignal and radiant a téﬁim_ony of God’s
eculiar favour, that his dazzled country-men
were s much difabled, as invited, to gaze on
an ohje€t of fo much wonder. And then,
how proud do we fee many lovers of their
fudericgs, when fhe but knows of them for
whom they areendured ? but in feraphic love

1

there is not the leaft good wifh; or privateft
{ufferirg, nzv, not a whifpering figh,. or clofzr
thought, that filently groans or afpires in thie
zmorcus fculy but he both fees and hears,
ihat puis his fervants fears info Fis boltle ®

:weetnlng and recompencing the greateft mis-

fortunes

= Excd, xxxiv. 30, b Pl Ivie &



SEraPrHIC LoOovE, 103

fortunes that his love occafions, with fuch fup.
. port and joys, as hinder us to feel them, and
make them deferve a contrary name, Kach
amorous foul may fay to Ged with David,
Thou Enowefd my down-fitting, and my up-rifing,
thouw underflandeft my thoughts afar off, thou
compaffeft my paths, and my lying down, and
art acquainted with all my ways®  And
Chrift alfo himfelf has fo attentive an eye
upor. the amorous foul, that he is held forth
in the Apccalyple, as telling the ruler of the
church of Smyrna, 7 now thy works, and
tribulaticny and povertyd, And faying to the
argel of the church of Pergamos, [ kuow tly
works, and where thoy dwellefl, even where Sc-
tan’s feat is, and thow boldefl faft my name,
and baff not aenied miy fuiihy even in thofe days -
wherein Autipas was my faithful martyry whe
was flain among you, where Satan dwelleth e,
o that no eindearing circumftance of our love
elcapes unobferved by -him, who has done and
fuffered fo much to engags us to it.  God re-
members not our endcavours to fesve him the

lefs, for our having forgotten them. H#en
F s S

Tl——

* ¢ Phil. cxxxix. 2, 3. d Rev. i1, 8, q.
e verf, xii. 13.
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/auj we ikee any way difireffed, and relieved
22¢¢f, wiil be the queftion of thofe to whom
beaven itfelf will be at the laft day awarded,
as having miniftred to their redeemer. T hofe,
that in degenerate times, fuch as ours, Lin-
damor, did like Lotin Sodom, mournfor their
{ins, that mourned not for their own, and con-
doled among them{elves the {preading wicked-
nefs of the times they lived in ; though probably
the dangers threatned them by the very finful-
refs they deplored, made themaffet fuch priva-
cies In thelr conferences, as freed them from the
thoughts of being over-heard ; yet the fcripture
informsus, (and it is a comfortable as well as
memorable paflage) that the Lord Fearkned and
beard ity and a book cf remembrance was writ-
ten befure bimy for them ihat feared the Lord,
and that theught upan bis name; then fball he
return, and difrern betwixt the righteous and
¢ he svicked, between bimthar ferveth God, and
Fimthat ferveth brmnst . I know, fays Chrift,
(not only tothe angel of Smyrna, but to each
true fufferer for him) thy works, and tribuls-

o7y end proerty : Jear nne of ioefe things
that

£ Man xxv. 57, & & Mal. iii. 16, 17.
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that thou fhalt fuffer. Be thou faithful unto
aeath, and I will give thee a crown of lfeh,

God is often pleafed to accept of thofe gocd
thoughts and intentions of his fervants, which
never arrive at actual performances. Though
David built not the temple he defigned, yet his
fon, that did it, informs us, that God faid
unto him, forafmuch as it was in thine heart
20 build an houfe for my name, thon didft well,
in that it was in thine beart, &ci,  And it is
the epithet our Saviour gives GGod, your father
which feeth in fecret, €&¢*.  Nor need we fear
our rivals fhould fupplant us, fince we can
have none in devotion, whofe prayer and en-
deavour it is not, that God would love us
more. For his love to you being (as the

-chiefeft merit) the ftrongeft motive and title
unto theirs, they cannot but wifh him well

whom God doth love{o ; and cannot wifh him
better, than by imploring for him frefh ad-
ditions, both of that love of God, and grate-
ful difpofitions to return it. Qur Saviour al-
fures us, that there is joy in the prefence of the

F o angels

b Rev. ii. g, '10. - i 2 Chron, vi. 8.
Mat. vi. 6.
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angels of God sver onme finner that repenteth®,
And the fcle hymn (except a vifionary one) 1
find recorded of the celeftial quire, was fung
fer a bleflling to mankind®, wherein (for ought
I know) their love and fympathy alone con-
cerned them: For unto ws (men) the child is
terny, and unts us the fim is given®. Who
2302 ngt upsn bim the nature of angels, but the
feed of Abrabam°. So noble and fo difin-
terefted doth divine love make ours, that
there Is nothing, befides the object of that we
love more than our concurrents in it, per-
chance out of a gratitude to their affifting us,
to pay a aebt (of love and praile) for which
{alas!) we find our fingle felves but too In-
foivent. |

SEcT. XVI. Perhaps I need not mind you,
Lindamor, that divers paffages of the fore-going
difcourle, fuppofe the truth of their doctrine,
whoaicribe to od, in relation to every man,an

eternal,unchangeable,and inconditicnate decree
of eleftion, or reprobation. Yet concerning
he controverfies betwixt the Calvinifts and the

Remon-

b Lake xv. 7~ I0. m Luke 1i, 13, 14,
= Ifa ix. G, o Heb. ii, I5.



SerAPuic Love, 100

Remonftrante, about predeftination, and the co«
herent doctrines, it were improper to give you
here my fenfe. Thofe that are truly pious of
either party, are perhaps otherwife looked or
by God than by one another, as contending,
which of God’s attributes fhould be moft re-

fpected ; the one feeming to affirm irrefpeltive

decrees, to magnify his goodnefs; and the
other to deny them but to fecure the credit of

his juftice. And even in honouring the fame
attribute, his goodnefs, thefe adverfaries feem

rivals, the one party fuppofing it beft celebrated
by believing it fo irrefiftable, - that to whom fo-

ever it is intended, he cannot but be happy ;
and the otber thinking it moft extolled by be-
ing believed fo univerfal, that it will make
every man happy, if he pleafes : the one party
cleCting to honour free grace, by aflizning it
(as to men) an unlimitedly vaft extent; as the
other does, by afcribing it to an infillibly vico-
rious decrce.  But though my hafte, and the
nature of my theme, make me decline the con-
troverfies about predeftination ; yet fince the

doltrine that matntains it, is not only by al-
moft all the reft of mankind, but by the reft

of the proteftant churches themfelves, (the Lu-
therans, and divers learned divines of the

church
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church of England)} not only rejected, but de-
tefted as little lefs than blafphemous, (as indeed
they that judge it an error, cannot but be
tempted to think it a dangerous one, and of
very pernicious confequence, fo far forth as its
{equels are permitted to have influence on
men’s practice) I think it not amifs to adver-
tife you, that the doCtrine of predeftination is
pot neceflary to juftify the freenefs and the
oreatnefs of God’s love. For f{o confpicuous
and refulgent a truth is that of God’s being
the author of man’s felicity, that the difpute
etwixt the Calvinifts and Arminians is not
{o much concerning the thing, as concerning
the manner of its being proffered ; the for-
mer afirming grace to be irrefiftibly prefented ;
the latter, though they deny it to be irrejet-
zble, yet granting, not only that it is altoge-~
ther free and undeferved, but alfo that the
proffer is made beth with a power enabling
thofe to whom it I1s rendered, to accept it,
and with {uch engaging invitations, that man
at his firft converfion need contribute nothing
to kis felicity, but the not-wilfully refufing it,
and may more properly be faid to owe it unto
(God, than the begzar to owe his alms to hig
reliever, though he open his hand to receive It,

whtich
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which he might have declined to do, if he
would have wilfully courted his own prejudice,
Chrift paid a ranfom to redeem us; 1t s true,

'~ nd he is therefore called, Zhe Lord that
bought us® : but it was God’s free goodnefs,
both to provide us that Chrift, and to accept
of that ranfom, neither of which he was o-
bliged to do, and therefore the fcripture afcribes
it not to the juftice, but to the love of God
to the world, that He fent bis only begotten
fon to redeem it 3 and St, Paul in the fame
text tells us both that [z are juftified, Scpzar
T4 oy o0 xafft?t, ﬁ'eely by his graces and yet
that it is, Juz =ils dmcavepasiws through the
Redemption, (purchafed for a ranfom ; the ori-
oinal word englithed redemption, relating to
the price paid for the redeeming of captives)
that is in Fefus Ghrift . It is confefled on all
hands, that merit muft be difclaimed, and
thofe that feem to expect fomething from God
as a due, acknowledge, that if his promife did
not, their actions. could not, make it fo; and
that it is to his mercy they owe the right they
have to confide in his juftice. St. Paul, who

having fought tie good fight, finifhed bis courfe,
and
e e S

P2 Pet. 31, 1. 94 Johm iii, 16, * Rom. iii. 24.
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and kept the faith, expe@ed a crown of righ-
1e:ufnefs from the Lord, s under the notion of
the righteous judge ; yet tells us, Thar by grace
we are faved, through faith, and that not of
curfelvesy it is the gift of Ged'; whofe
premifes, now they are made to us, allow us
indeed to expet heaven from his juftice ; but
ke making s thefe great and precious promzfes,
(as St. Peter juftly ftiles them) muft be ac-
knowledged the pure effelt of his free and un-
celerved goodnefs; which to believe infnite,
we need but confider the difproportion betwixt
fuch a recompenca as cternal glory, and the
leaft imperfect performeances of ours ; which
tuough they needed not parden, could not at
leaft challenge zny reward from him, avho, as
our creater, has fuch a right to exaét of us
what fervices he pleafes, witheut propefirg us
zRy recompence, that cur exadteflt obedience to
zll kis commands, would vet leave us to ccn-
fels curlelves wnprofitable fervants, whe bace
cene Cut what it was our duly 19 dovy and
what if we had net dore, we had given God,

who

M

f2Timiv.7,8  tEph.ii8.  ®aPt
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who had the power, the right and provocation
to punith us. And,indeed, {fo confcious are
men generally (if not naturally) to their being
beholding to God for their felicity, that even
thofe that miftake or oppole his way of doing
them good, will yet be fure to find out fome
notion or othce, under which they may cor-
ceive themfelves God’s debtors for his bleflings.
That the more fober fort of Roman Catholics
themf{elves, afcribe not fo much to merit, (pro-
perly {o called) nor {o little to God’s grace, as
the more quarrelfomme writers of their party
have given the more eager difputants of ours

occafion to reproach them; were perhaps no
difficult tafk to manifeft, if my hafte would

oive me leave. T hat the Arminians own the
freenefs and unmeritednefs of God’s grace, the
Remonftrants confeffion and apology are very
careful to fatisfy the world*%.  And even the
Socinians, (how profperoufly 1 determine not)
are not a little, or induftrioufly, follicitous to
free their erroneous doctrine of juftification from
the objelted guilt of its tendency to draw the
embracers of 1t to facrifice to their own netsy 7

and

. x Efecially Char, xvii, numb. 5,6, 7 Hal. 1, 26.
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and thank themfelves for their felicity. Which
brings into my mind a paffage that I lately read
in one of the chief modern upholders of that
fect, Schlichtingius ; who is-wont, in my opi-
on, where his fubjett will bear it, to difcourfe
as fairly and as rationally as almoft any writer
that I have met with of his perfwafion; and
who labours to reconcile Socinus’s doCtrine
with the freenefs of (zod’s grace, by confide-
rations, which, not to injure him, I fhall pre-
fent you with in his own words : Ad re-
tundendam vero (fays he, difputing againft the
learned Meifnerus) arrogasitiam juflifcatorum,
$ né dicant fe meruiffe gratiam, non eff neceffe
Jervam in bimine arbitrinm inducere 3 non debet
virtus talii ut tollatur arrogantia. Suffcit, 1.
Quod nec velle nec perficere poffint, nifi Deys
& woluntatem excitet, & vires augeat, 2. Quod
ea, gue divinis adiuti viribus faciumt, nullp
moda dignitate & pratio divine gratie refpon.
deat, [ed infinito intervally ab ea abfint, Nav,
the modern and degenerate Jews be, upon the
fcore of being the great patrons of man’s free-
will, not caullefly efteemed the great oppugrers
of

* Page g7,
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of God’s free grace; yet both from their fa-
mous rabbi, and my learned acquaintance,
Menafleh Ben Ifrael, and from divers others

* of their moft eminent writers, has the truth
fometimes extorted confeffions, which though
made upon erroneous grounds; were not very
far fhort of orthodox. To which purpofe I
remember, that a Jewifh profeflor of Hebrew,
(who aflited me in my ftudies of that myfte-
rious tongue) being, as the reft of his nation,
an eager and preremptory champion of free-
will, conceived, that even that liberty, which
tc us feems leaft to indebt men to their crea-
tor, did tranfcendently oblige him unto God.
IFor, one day that we were privately and freely
difcourfing together of matters of religion, he
told me, that he thought men owed more to
God’s goodnefs, than the very angels do;
' for, faid he, whereas God, without any good
work of theirs, but purely out of his good-
nefs, conferred on them that blefled condition
they enjoy ; by giving man a free-will, by the
good ufe of which he may glorify bis maker,
when, by abufing it, it isin his power to dif-
honour him, he allows man that higheft fatif-
faCtion and priviledge, of co-operating to his
own felicity.

SECT.
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Sect. XVII. And now, Lindamor, we

are arrived at-the Jaft property, which qualifies
God, the fitteft object for our love, which 15,

the advantagioufnefs of his to us both in the
prefent and the future life.  And firft, even in
this world, we owe Gced no lefs than all the
goocs e pofiefs, We owe him both what we
hzve, and that we are ; for we may truly fay of
God with the Plamift, ft is Fe that hath
made us, and tiot we ourfelves*.  And we are
not only in his hands, fo like ¢/ay in the pot-
ter’s ®, that he might have made us any thirg;
but we were fo purely that negative, from
whence we were extracted, that he (if be had
pleafed) for ever might have left us to our firft
nothing, His love is the firft origipal and
fountzin-bleffing ; all the reft are but as pipes
(and inftruments) to convey, and ferve but to
hand it tous. Your ‘wit wins you applaufe,
your indoftry heaps you up treafutes; be it
granted : but who gave you that wit ¢ and did
both give and profper that boafted induftry ?
certzinly, God as much gives us all the goods
v¢ pcllefs, as he that gives a beggar a thou-

fand

* Pal, ¢x. 3. b Ha. Ixiv. 8.



SgprAPHIC LovVeE, 117

fand pounds, gives him the cloaths, and
"meat, and dll the bravery it helps him to. But
befides thefe more obvious prefents of God’s
bounty, we enjoy other effects of his goodnefz,
which, though by the cuflomarinefs of their
..ﬂi_ing poflefled, they prove lefs confpicuous
than the other, yet grow no lefs prized, when
the want or lofs of them makes us fenfible of
the true value of them, Had I the leifure,

Lindamor, to lead your thoughts with me to the -
gallies, and fhew you there thofe wretched

captives, that are chained to the oars they tug
at, and though expofed to all the miferies and
hardthips of a tempeftuous fea, have oftentimes
caufe given them, by their barbarous ufage a-
fhore, to fear the ocean lefs than any port
fave death ; could I draw from you the cur-
-tains of fick and dying men, and open to you
that fad {cene, where fome pine and languifh
by diftempers, that deprive them of all
joys, advantages, and (what 1s more con-
fiderable) the ufes of life, before they eale them
of life itfelf ; others breathe rather than live,
perpetually tormented either with their difeafes
or phyfic to portralt a wretched life, upon
terms that turn it into a trouble ; and others

ftruggling with the rude pangs of death, are yet
Perchance
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perchance lefs tormented by them, than by the
fad profpect of their former life, and the re-
membrance of thofe crimina] pleafures, which
yet it perhaps lefs troubles them that they muft
now forego, than that thEy once enjoyed them.
Should I, Lindamor, bring you into hofpitals,
and fhew you there the various fhapes of hu-
man mifery, and how many fouls, narrowly
lodged {if I may fo fpeak) in fynecdochical
bodies, fee their earthen cottages moulder away
to duft; thofe mifefable perfons by the lofs of

one limb after another, furviving but part of
themfelves, and living to fee themfelves dead,
and buried by piece-meal ; fhould ], to difpatch,
Lindamor, fhew you all the feveral com-
panies of mourners, that aimoft make up
mznkind, and difclofe to you how copious
thowers of tears do almoft every where water
(not to fay overflow) this vale of miferies; you
would perchance fee caufe to think, that God’s
privative (if I may fo fpeak) may contend
with his pofitive favours ; and that you owe
liitle lefs for what you are not, than for what
you ars, to that dilcriminating mercy of his,
to which alone you owe your exemption from
miferies, as great as the blefing it confers on

you :
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you: for, Who maketh thee to differc? is 2

queftion that may be as well asked in reference
10 our external, as to our fpiritua] ';:ondition.
Which invites me to mind you, Lindamor,
that you are yet more engaged to God’s love
for protecting you from thofe grofs vices that
dishgure moft men’s minds, than-from thofe

lefs dangerous, though more refented, difeafes
that diftemper their bodies,

For, ambition, luft, avarice, revenge, and
even that vain converfation ¢ which young
gentlemen are generally pleafed to think fo in-
nocent, are really more formidable and perni-
cious dileafes and calamities, than thofe that
reduce men to take phyfic, or thruft them
into hofpitals, T'o evince the truth of which
paradox, I hope I fhall not need to mind voy
of judging of the dangeroufnefs of difeafes by
the noblenefs of that part affecled, fince I can
tell you, that he that cannot err, feems daily
to juftify our affertion, by infliting ficknefs,
and the tharpeft outward calamities, on his own

deareft children, to preferve them from the
contagion

¢ 2 Cor, iv. 7. d 1 Pet. 1. 18,
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contagion of fin, or cure them of the unflial
habitudes of it. And therefore, fince, when
we fee a tender mother apply 2 painful cauftic
to the neck of her favourite infant, threatned by
the apoplexy, we fcruple not to conclude, that
{lie thinks the trouble of an iffue an evil inferict
to the convulfion fit: fo when we fee our hea-
venly Father fend infirmities and croffes to vel-
cue thofe he loves from the contagion or do-
minion of fin; we may fafely conclude, he
thinks affliCtion a lefs evil than guilt, fince he
15 tco wife and indulgent a phyfician to cure
with 2 remedy worfe than the difeafe. In the
eighth of Deuteronomy, there is a caution gi-
ven the Ifraelites, left profperity (which 1s
wont to be a kind of lethe, that makes men
forget 2ll, but their enjoyments) fhould make
any of them fay in his heart, Ay power, and
the might of my band, bath gotten me this wealth.
Bur (faith the text) zhey fhall remember the
Lord their God : for it is be that giveth them
priver to get wealth ©, Itis not the revolting 1{-
rzelites only, of whole ignorance of his bounty

God may complain, as he did by the prophet,
by

* Deut, vii. 17, 18,
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by whom he faid, 7 taught Ephraim to §2, tak-
ing them by their arms, but they knew not that
1 healed them '. And there are but too many
of whom he might fay, as be did By the fame
prophet, For fhe did not know that I gave ber
corn, and wine, and oyl, and multiplied ber fil-
ver and ber gold, which they prepared for Baal
therefore will I return and take away my corn 1n
the time theresf, and my wine inthe feajon there-
of, and will recover my weol and my flox grven to
cover her nakednefie.  And this will make way
for the defign I had to recommend the advan-
tagioufnefs of God’s love, by faying, that as
for fpintual goods, he gives us in this life fo
rich an earneft of expeted joys, that even the
earnefl is a ftock large encugh to fubfilt with

comfort on, and really out-values and tranfcends
2l thofe momentary pleafures, it requires us to
foriake, to keep up a title to eternal ones. But
to particularize God’s mercies to us in this

very life, would certainly take up a confidera-
ble part of it. And yet the love God bears

us, dies not with us, nor doth (as men’s af-
feCtions) either endure a funeral in our tombs,

G ' or

f Hof. xi. 3. ¢ Hof. 1, 8, 0.
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‘or furvive only in an ufelefs grief, (or an
efteern as beotlefs.) No, God’s love is fo far
rom refembling the ufual fort of friends, who,
when they have accompanied us to the grave,
co there leave us; that, like the angels, that
carried Lazarus’s foul to dbrabam’s bofim*, its
officicufnefs begins then moft to appear, when
cur dark eyes are clofed, and is then trueft to
the beloved foul, whcn fhe ferfakes the body ;
giving each blefled faint caufe to fay of God,
what Naocmi did of Boaz, that He bath not
lef off bis kinanefs 1o the living and to the dead °.
" Nzw, indeed, (fays our Saviour’s favourite) are
cve the fons of Ged, and it doth not yet appear
wlhat we frall bey but we know wken he fhall
apteary we fball be like him*. ‘This bleft ex-
rectence muft be now my theme, becaufe the
narrow limits, which my defign hath placed

to this difcourfe, (of the advantages accruing
from God’s love) will leave no more room

untaken up by heaven,

Sect. XVIIL But, Lindamor, before I pro-
cead to fet forth to you the greatnefs of the
felicity referved for us in heaven, it wili, I

fear,

—#

t Lube xvi. 22, PRuthii z0. *1 John iii. 1.
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fear, be requifite to mind you of the lawful-
nefs of having an eyeto it. For many, not
. undefervedly applauded preachers, have of late
been pleafed to teach the people, that to hope
for heaven isa mercenary, legal, therefore un-
filial affection. Indeed, tohope for heaven as
wages for wark performed, or by way of me-
rit, in the proper and ftri€t acception of that
term, were a prefumption, to which noneof the
divines, we .diflent from, can be too much an
enemy, nor perhaps more fo, than I am. But
to take in God’s bleflings among the motives
of loving. God,-is but to do as he did, who~
{faid, 1love the Lord becanfe he bath heard my
voice and my [fupplications'; and to look upon
the joys of heaven, to comfortand fupport us
in the hardfhips.and lofles to be undergone in
our journey thitherwards, is to imitate no
worfe a man than Mofes, of whom itis faid,
that be effeemed the reproach of Chrift greater
riches than the treafures in Egypt s for he bad -
refpecty or turned his eye, (2néfere) unto the
recompence of the reward ™, It isindeed, Lin-

damor, a happy frime of mind, to be able to
- G 2 love

YPlaly cxvi. 1, ™ Heb. xi. 26,
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love God purely for himfelf, without any

glance at our own advantage. But though I
dare not deny, that it is pcflible to attain to fo

high and cdilinterefied a kind of love, yet
I think that that excellency fuppofed to be
vouchfafed to fome men, is not by the fcrip-
ture exaCted as a duty from all men. Were
21l the recompence of piety of a worldly na-
ture, and to be here received, the altions In-
vited to, by the intuition of it, might -dafs
for mercenary. But when heavenis chiefly
hoped for, as it will admit us unto the fruiti-
cn of God himfelf in Chrift, and that the
other joys expected there are fo far from be-
ing of a fenfuzl or a worldly nature, that they
are known not to be attainable, till by death,
the fenfes and bodies themfelves, and all the
meerly animal facultes, be abolilhed; for a
Leaven fo cenfidered, I fay, to forego readily
zll the pleafures of the fenfes, and undergo
chearfully alt the hardthips and dangers that
are wont to attend a holy life, 1s, Lindamor,
{uch 2 kind of mercenarinefs, as none, but a
refizned, nobdle, and believing foul, Is likely
to be guilty of. If I fhould fay, that fear
itcls, and even the fear of hell, may be one
jifti ade motive of men’s attions, though I

{hould
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fhould propofe, what thofe I am reafoning

with would think a paradox, yet I fhould
perhaps hold forth therein no more than the

fcripture does, Let us therefore fear (fays the
writer to the Hebrews) Jff a promife being -
left us of entering into bisrefty any of you fhould
Jeew to come fhart of it". And no lefs emi-
nent an herald of the gofpel than St. Paul,
who fuccefsfully maintained the evangelical
againft the legal fpirit, thus profefleth of him..
felf, I keep under my body, and bring it iuto
Jubjection, left by any zzfm:, when I have
preached to others, I myfelf fbould be a cafi-
awdy °.  And it was not to flaves or hirelings
tnat Carift direéts this admonition, 7 fay unts
youy my friends, be not a fraid of them that kill
the body, and after that have no more that they
can do : but I will forewarn you wham you fhall
fear s fear him, which after be bath killed,
hath power to cafl into bell 5 yea, 1 fay unto you,
(a gemination, which the prefent controverly

fhews not to have been caufeiefs) fear him P
Where the paraphrafé given of God, is not

barely defcriptive but ratiocinative, (to bor-
G 2 row

n Heb, iv. i. ¢ 1 Cor. ix. 27. P Luke
Xile 4, 3.
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row thofe terms of the fchools)in warning us
not only whom we fthould, and thould not
leary, but why we fhould fear the one and
not the other. As when St. Paul fays, 7
encw whom I have truflzd, he means what
manrer of perfon, how faithful, (asSt. Peter
ciiewhere calls God) and bow ommipotent 2 :
whence immediately he adds, 4nd I am per-
[ivaded that he is able to Keep that which I have
commutied unto bim againft that day ¥, More texty
of the fame import might be added, if the de-
f.zn of thofe already alledged were other than to
facilitate the admiflion of the more plaufible
truth we bhave been making out, and which
to us feems very clearly held forth in ihofe, and
the like fcriptures, which are therefore cited
out of the new teftament, that they mighe
have the greater authority with one fort of our
cntegonifts, [ prefs toward the mark of the
price of the bigh calling of God 1n Chriff Fe-
Juss, BleT2d are they that do his cammandments,
tkas they mayhave right to the tree of life’s
cnd may enier in through the gates into the city.

Laying

_.-_—_—-_———_——__—

€ 1Pet.iv. 19. 2 Tim.i 12. % Phl
4. 14 t Rey, XX, §4.
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Laying up in flore for themfelves a good founda-
tion againft the time tocome, that they may lay
hold of eternal life, To them, who by patient
continuance in well-doing, Jeek for  ((avov-)
glry, and bonour, and immortality, etérng!
life. And of Chrift himfelf, whofelove to
God is queftionlefs filial and unequalable, iz is
faid, Looking unto Fefus the author and finifber
of our faith, wha for the joy that was fet be-
Jore bim endured the crofs, defpifed the fhame,
and 15 fet down at the right band of the

throne of God*, Nor fee T why it thould be
unfitial for a child of God to further the raifing

of thofe paflions, which his heavenly father
intends to bave raifed in him, upor the fame

grounds and motives that God is pleafed to
imploy to excite them. And fince the ferip-
ture feems plainly to invite our hopes by re-
gording St. Paul’s having faid, Every man that
Siriveth for the maflery is temperatein all things
now they do it to obtain a corruptible crown, but
we an ncorruptible? 3 and by reprefenting
our dSaviour himfelf, as faying in one place,
Rejoyeey and be exceeding glad, for great is your

4 Teward
M—.—_._-__________ *

U1 Tim, viv 15, *Heb,xii. 2. v 1 Cor.
X, 2.
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rewsord in Feaven: in another, Be thou faithful
wito deathy and I will give thee a crown of
ijz%: and divers others fpeaking to the like
rurpcfe; fince, I fay, the fcriptare feems thus
to zilure cur hores, would it not be a kind of
zccufing it of anaptnefs 1o delude and enfnare
us, to teach, that it propofeth to us the
rowerfuleft objefis to incite our paflions, if
it be finful to cherifh and harbour the paflions
2iurelly belonging to thofe objefts? And
cerziny, Lindamor,: fince Ged, who, as cur
creater, knows the frame and conftitution of
man’s foul, incomparably better than he him-
o', is pleafed to deal with cur hopes and our

dm =t on 2 axe ey, . . 4, BRI, I ada. | 3 O T rrl
T2irE, 16 ehgagé us 1o wis i&iviCé, N YUF Ia

beccmes us, either to quarre] with his me-
theds of working on our fpirits, or to rejet
zny help which he has been pleafed to afford
a piety, which, for ought ever I could ob- .
ferve, does even in the beft men find refift-
ance enough to keep any he'p that can be
emeloyed to promole it from being fuperttiti-
cus. And trvly, the animating or difcou-
raginginfivence that hope, or the want of ifs

is

z Mat. v, 12 2 Revel. 1.
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is wont to have upon our endeavours, makes

me very apprehenfive, that fince the enliven-
ing hopes of heaven are not able to make

moft men’s endeavours other than very languid,
the forbidding thefe fupporting hcpes would
foon weaken and decreafe our endeavours

into none at all.

- Sect. XIX. But, Lindamor, though I may
perhaps have taken fome pains in ﬁudying'
controverfial divinity, yet I take fo hittle plea-
fure in writing of it, that though not only
a feafonable duty to truth, but a neceflary
cne to the enfuing part of this difcoutfe, have
prefled me to ferve in this caufe; yet I
fhail perhaps obtain your pardon fooner than
my own, for having thus long fufpended the
difcourfing to you of the advantagioufnels of .
(od’s love to us, as it gives us here a right,
and will heteafter give us an admiffion, to
heaven! the bright feat of fo much hap.
pinefs, that we fhall fcarcely count amongft
our joys, that heaven is the feat of them.
'There the excellency of the peflefled goods
fhall as much difappoint our expectations, as
in other fruitions the emptinefs is wont to do.
The apoftle tells us, that eye hath not feen,
G s nor
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ner ear heard, naither bhave entered inty iha
Eeart of man, the things which God bath pre-
pared for them that lve him®. Such pure re-
fined delights not only ftoop not un'o fenfe,
but are fublime enough even to tranfcend ima-
gination. Vhen fancy hath formed and
fhaped the perfeCteft ideas, that its abftractions
can make, of bleflednefs; our own more hap-
py experiences of greater, muft.difabufe us,

wien we come to heaven; which is a foil,
whofe fruitfulnefs is fo confined to joy, that

tven our difappointments and miftakes fhall
there contribute to our happinefs; which will

{o much pariake of his immenfity, whofe gift
11 I5, that you fee the apoftle gives it a ne-
gative defcription : and to create in usappre-
heniions underogatory from what we fhall
pollefs; not only removes our thoughts from
all we do enjoy, but exalis them abeve all that
we can fancy. At which way of proceeding,

that you may the lefs wonder, Lindamor, be
piealed to confider, that in heaven our facule

::2s {hall not only be gratified with {uitable and
acceptable objects, but fhall be heightened and

enlarged,

5 1 Cor. il 0.
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enlarged, and confequently our capacities of
happinefs, as well encreafed as filled. A child
not yet releafed out of the homely prifon of
the womb, cannot there poflibly frame ideas of
thofe delights, which will be afforded him by
the pleafing noifes, and the glittering objedls,
that will prefent themfelves to him after his
birth. And the fame child, whilft be continues
in his nonage, though he may with de-
lights look upon emblems finely drawn and
painted, and may take fome pleafure in behold-
ing the neat and furprizing characters and
fourithes of a Greek and Hebrew. bible curi-
oufly printed, yet he cannot then imagine the
pleifure the fame objets will afford him,

when age and fludy fhall have ripened and
inftruéted his intelle¢tuals, and made him ca-

pable both of underftanding and relithing the
excelleat moralities, couched in thofe ingeni-
ous emblems, and the profound and faving
myfteries, wherewith that divine book, the
~ feripture, (efpecially in its original tongues)
does to an intelligent and religious perufer, ap-
pear replenifhed. Such a double advantage,
Lindamor, among others, the admiflion into
heaven brings thofe, to .whom that blefling is

G 6 vouchs

*
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vouchfafed : for, belides that fet of objelts,
(it I may fo fpeak) fo new, and fo peculiar
to heaven, that their ideas could never enter
into men’s thoughts before their admiffion
there; belides this, I fay, cur then enlarged
capacities will enable us, even in objets which
were not altogether unknown to us before,
1o rerceive things formerly undifcerred, and
derive thence both new and greater fatisfalli-
cns and delizhts. Wonder not, Lindamer,
that in menticning the joys- of heaven, I ufe
expreiions I find lefsdetraltory from a theme,
as much above our praifes, as the Leaven they
cre enjoved in is above our heads. For,
tncugh fuch expreflions may feem fomewhat
‘u"nd and alpiring, and fitter much for one
it celebrates, than for one that but aflerts,
}EE cangiot I fcrupe to ufe feeming hyper-
'es in the menuonof felicities, which make
e highei’c hyperboles but feeming ones.  For
3 joys, Lindamor, of heaven, are lize its
itars, which, by reafon of our remotenefs,
irom thpm, appear extremely little, though
really 1n themleives they are fo vaft, that a
ieis than the largeft 1s by odds greater than the
c.2zeit object upon earthy nay, than the whole

earth
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earth itfelf, Therefore, as if I were to take
you with me to contemplate the planets, I
. would thew you them through fuch a telefcope,
as by a greatning thofe bright objelts in com-
parifon of what to an unaflifted eye they ap-
pear, doth fomewhat leflen the difadvantage of
remotenefs, and fhews them with lefs detradti-
on from their true magnitude; fo mention-
ing to you the felicities of heaven, I
think it not unlawful or improper to en-
deavour by reprefentations, tranfcending what

they appear, to give you notions lefs inferior
to what they are.

. Sect, XX. In heaven, then, we fhall
tafte happinefs enough, to enable us to rec-
tify the definition of it. We may there be
inftructed how to name and rate all goods by
thofe that will concentre in the felicity we
fhall poflefs, which fhall be there made up ¢f
the confiuence, perfetion, and perpetuity of
all true joys. For heaven will make us
happy, (not as philofophy pretends to do) by
the confinement, but by the fruition of our
defires, which fhall neither fail in the choice
of their objeCts, nor mifs in the enjoyment of

them 3 but be, both unerringly juft, and infal-
Libly
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libly accomplithed : in the former of which pro-
perties, (as our then rectified reafon will confi-
der things) we fhall think ourfelves happier
(yet) thap in the latter. We fhall there re-
femble the faints we here admire, and fhail not
only fee; and be like thofe pious worthies,
whole virtues eclipfe theirs, which among the
heathens deified lefs deferving Heroes; thofe

excellent perfons that did as well enoble
as Inftrut mankind, giving us caufe to

blufh that we are men, and whofe ftorics
have the unparallel’d honour of being recorded
by infpired pens; thofe fpiritsy I fay, of juft
men mage perfedd ¢, as the lcriptures terms
them, fhall be our conftant and familiar com-
pany, into whofe blefled feciety we fhall not
cnly be welcome, but increafe it. In heaven
we fhall have a blefled and familiar conver-
{ation with thole fame glorious fpirits, whole
rature doth inveft them with fuch a luftre,
that all the difadvantages of their difguifes

when they appear to us, do fcarce fuffice to
confine our raptures to refpects below idolatry,

and darken them into objets for our wender,

not

¢ Hob, xii, 23,
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not adoration, There we fhall fee (a fight
worthy dying for) that blefled Saviour, of
~ whom the [cripture does fo much and fo excel-

lently entertain us, and who having done and
fuffered fo much for us, does fo highly deferve

of us, both upon the {core of his infinite per-
feCtions, and upon the account of his ineltima-
ble benefits, Yes, there fhall we fee that boly

and divine perfon, who, when he vouchfafed
(as his favourite difciple fpeaks) 2o pitch bis

tent among us®y and dwell with men on earth,
to fit them by his merits and example to dwell
with him in heaven, did fo admirably mix
an awful majefty with an humble meeknefs,
and the aflumed infirmities of his human na-
ture, with the feafonable corrufcations of his
divine ; and exprefled in his whole life, fo per-
fet and exemplary a virtue, and yet fo much
{weetnefs and gentlenefs towards thofe afpirers
to it, that were the moft thort of it; that
the Jews themfelves could fay of him, that
Hs bad done all things well*; and his very

enemies, that were employed to apprehend
him as a malefaCtor, confefled even to thofe

that
- - T - d

“'-" Eoxn:assy e wwiv  Johni, r4. - | ¢ Mar,
Vi, 37,
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that fent them to do fo, that never man [pake
[i#e bimf.  And his apoftles, who bhad mott
opporiunity to pry narrowly into his
aétions, and were of a condition and breeding
very unlike toinfufe into them heroic refoluti-
ons, did, in {pight of the frequent reproofs their
failings extorted from him, and of the hardfhips
that attended his fervice, think even death ite
feif in his company, more eligible, than life
led out of it; Let us alfs go that-we may die
cwith him¥, (f2ys even the diftruftful Thomas
to Lis fellow diiciples.) But, Lindamor, we
{hall there fee the Son of (3od, not in that
jerm of a fervant®y which he put on that he
inight futrr:r for us, and exercile his prieftly
2nd prophetic funclion here below ; butin that
regal ftate and condition, which belongs to him
by virtue of his kingly cfiice; on whofe fcore
he is ftiled in the fcripture, King of &ings, and
{zrd of lsrds’y all power and authority being
(as himlfelf fpeaks) given him both in heaven
and in earth.  And how nobly attended may
we fuppofe this divine monarch to be in his

x21ted condition in heaven, when in his ftateof

humili-

£ John vi. 46. & John xi. 16. b Phil,
. 7. i Rev. xix. 16. £ Mat. xxviil. 18,
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humiliation on earth, whillt he was in the wil-
dernefs among the wild beafts, the angels are
recorded to have minifired unto bim'; and,
whillt he lay fwathed in a homely  manger,
the multitude of the czleftial hoft were heard
to folemnize his miraculous birth™, according
to that paflage of the writer to the Hebrews,
{Vben be bringeth in the firft begeten into the
world, (he faith) and let all the angels of God
wor/bip bim™ ! And yet fuch confiderable and
noble creatures, thofe immaterial intelligences,
called angels, are, that one of them in one
night was able to deftroy above 4 hundred and

fourfcore thoufand men, in the blafphemous
S“I‘lﬂt‘hm‘lhe lmmnue ramnt A!‘!d rn m:rrh-

:-l—-_- "I-I-Hnrl [ ]

majeﬂy and fuperiority does their nature give
them in reference even to the eminenteft of
mortals, that, when the undaunted Jofhua had
boldly challenged one of them, that appeared
to him in the likenefs of a man, and demand-
¢d, whom he was for ; when he knew him to
be an angel (unlefs he fuppofed him to be
that promifed Mefliah, who is elfewhere call-
ed The angel of the covenant P, as it isin the

original,

I Mat. 1. 13, m [ukei, n Heb.
1. 6. ° 2 Kings xix, 35. p Mal iii, 1.
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original, and in the fame text, The Lord)
ke alters his addrefs unto him into this fub-
miflive one, Phat faith my Lord unto bis fer-
vant1? And even wife and holy Daniel -him-
felfy who tvas the fecond perfon of the world
for power, and the firft for much nobler at-

tributes, wifdom and underflanding, who faw
fo many governors of vaft provinces; and pro-

feflors of admired magic, inferior to him-
felf, yet confefles to the angel that appeared
to him, that he was confounded and difani-
mated at his prefencé, and adds, How can the
fervant of this my lord talk with this mylrd*?
We may fafely therefore expe& that we fhall

han kohald cow Cao R Y Y
tivir vunuia vl umxuu:, Lot 10 wIlic U unes

which disfigured him in their eyes, that only

confidered his fufferings, but in that triumphant
condition, wherewith they are now rewarded.

The thornsof his (now no more galling, but
zdorning) crown will appear upon that radiant
head of his, more glorious, than thofe of the
faming bufh, wherein Godappeared 1o Mofes®,
And we fhall not {ee that defpicable form,

which

W

1 Joth,v. 13, 14, ¢ Dac.x%. 17, ¢ Exod.
i, 2. :
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wwhich made the prophet fay, (perfonating the
gererality of the Jewifh nation contemporary-
with the-Meflias) He hath no form, nor come.
linefs, and when we fball fee bim, there is no
beauty that we fhould defiret. But we fhall

fee him encompafled with fo much majefty,
“and fhining with fo much of his genuine fplen-
dor and beauty, that we fhall defervedly efteem

him Nephle, the admirable®. And our ravifh-
ed fouls fhall, by the more attentive contem-
p'ation of him, but find more caufe to imitate
the fpoufe in Solomon’s myftic epithalamium ;
who having dwelt upon the beauty of the fe-
veral parts that concurred to theaccomplithing
the divine bridegroom, e¢xclaims in an eni-

phonema, very contrary to the expreflion late-
ly mentioned in the prophet, be 75 altogether de-
firesy, or by an Hebraifm, mof defirable, which
- our Englith renders, be is altogether lovely v,
His eyes will there appear, as St. John reprefents
them, of altive fire*, and will, into the will-

ing breafts of the ravithed beholders, fhoot
flames as pure, as holy, and as deathlefs ag
thofe fathers of the church, who believed not

the

t Ifa, hii. 2. v Iy, ix, 6. w Cant.
V. 10. * Rev. 1. 14.
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theangels altogether Incorporeal, may be fup-

pofed to have conceived the feraphims to con-
Ift of, Certainly, fince (as the fcripture in-
terms us) If never entered 17ia the heart of man,
wrat God bath referved in heaven fir thofe
2rat Lve Hm; that glory can be but imper-
fetly exprefied by the bare epithet of incon-
Ceiveable, with which God rewards the me.
ritoricus fuftrings and obedience of thap only
begotten fon of his love, for whofe fake he s
pleafed to confer on fo many thoufands of men,
unimaginable glories,  He that vouchfafes,
€VeNl 10 many of his fervants a brightnefs,
like that of the flars ¥, will fure communicate a
Eofe radiant Iuﬁre to the jEm qf r‘;géteau/;zqﬁ 2
that cnly fon of his, whm (to borrow infpir-
ed exprefions) & hath made beir of all things,
by whem alfs ke made the worlds: who being
sbe brightnefs of bis gliry, and the exprefs image
of kis perfon, and upbolding all things by the
wird of kis power, when be had by Limfelf
burged cur fins, fat down on the right hand of
toe majefly on highe Jar abeve all principality,

and
|
7 Dan, xi, 3. % Mal, iv, 2. * Heb,

~y

- 3"



SERAPHIC LovE, 145

and powery, and might, and dominion, and
every name that 15 named, not only in this
worlds but in that which is to come®, T here-
by exalting him not only above all earthly
princes and potentates, but even above the
higheft orders of the fpirits of the ccelettial

hierarchy,

Sect. XXI. Butapprehend not, Lindamor,
that this fublime exaltation of Chrift will make
him defpife the meaneft of his faints, or dif~
dain communion with him.  For St. Paul

aflures us, that he was in the form of God,
~ when he vouchfafed to take upon himthe form
of a fervant, to make us free; and fure, he
that condefcended fo far, and ftooped fo low,
to 1nvite and bring us to heaven, wiil not re-
fufe us a glorious reception there. In the
days of his fleth he was pleafed to own
Lazarus, even in the dithonours of the grave,
and vouchfafed him in that defpicable condi-
tion the glorous title of his friend; and when
he defcended the mount of Olives, all the-
loud acclamationsof the glad multitude, that

fang

b LToh, i 21. < Phil, ii, 7.
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{anc Hofannahs to him, and ftrewed his
way with their palms, their veftments, and
their praifes, could not divert him de-
ploring, even with tears, Jerufalem’s approach-
ing fated; and exprefling, in the midft of his
triumphs, a concern for the very worft and
ftubborneft of his enemies. And, left it fhould
be thought, that he was thus concerred for

worthlefs mortals, only whilft he fhared and
felt the miferies of their- condition, give

me ieave to obferve to you, Lindamor, that
immediately after his refurreCtion, whilft the
ienfe cf the fudden and unexampled change of
bis condition was frefh upon him, and the re-
membrance of the apoftles ingratitude in de-
ferting him, almoft as recent; he fticks not
to give thofe very difciples that forfook him,
the glorious title, (and that a more familiar
one than we find him. to have allowed them
on earth) of his brethren ; and particularly
thaws himfelf {olicitous for that Peter ¢, who,

in fpicht of all thofe empty boaits, where-
with he not only feemed to deliy death, but
Chrif’s prediCtion too, did not only forfake

his mafter, but denied him. He can in hea-
ven

¢ Math, xxviii 10, ¢ Mark xvi 1.
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ven be {o concerned for his difirefled mem-
bers here on earth, that not only he can take
notice of expiring Stephen, through that cloud
- Of fatal ftones that battered down his prifon f;
and can, when Saul was perfecuting the vul-
gar Chriftians, cry out unto him, Saul, Saul,
why perfecutelt thou mes 2 as if he, and thofe
that love him, were but one: but in the mef-
fages he fends to the angels or governors of
the feven churchs, he fufficiently manifefts,
that fingle chriftians may be as particularly in
his thoughts, asif they had no other objecth :
his greatnefs will not make his kindnefs lefs
familiar, but only more obliging ; he difdains
not, even after his afcenfion, to fay, Behild,
I fiand at the door and knock, if any man
bear my woice, and open the aoory I will come
i to bim, and will fup with him, and he
with me'.  That king, in the parable, by
whom himfelf is reprefented, is pleafed him-
felf to welcome each individual trufty fervant
with a peculiar Euge bone ferve* ! And in

another parable he fcruples not to reprefent the

great
M
£ AL v, & Afls ix. 4. 2 [n

-the fecond and third Chapters of the Apacalypfe,
! Rev. 1ii. 20. k Matth. xxv.
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great condefcenfions and familiarity, where-
with the Lord fhall remunerate the faithful
ard watchful {ervants, by telling his cifciples,
Bleffed are thofe fervants, whom the Lord,
wken be cometh, fball find fowatching.,  Verily,
I _f;zy unto you, that be fkall gird bimfelf,
ans wiil make them fit down to meat, and
wiel come forth to ferve them!., At which
expretiicn, you will the lefs admire, if you
conficer, thatbefides that it is parabolical, and
prebably hyberbolical, and therefore not to be
taken (a3 the French fpeak, az pied de la lettre)
ina firi€t fenfe: we find in the evangelical fto-
rv, that our Saviour difdained not to converfe
taminarly with publicans and finners, nor even
to wath the feet of his own difciples; and fince
he condefcended to fuch familiarities to thofe
frail mortals, fo many of whom were apt to
tern the faveurs of God into wantennefs, we
mzy the lefs admire at his gracious con-
celcenficns to thofe, the finleffnefs of whofe
condition will keep them from turning his
vouchfzfements ibto any thing but occafions
cf joy and gratitude, Marvel not, Linda-
| mor,
U V—
, 3 Luke. xii, 37.
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mor, as at an impertinency, that I appear fo
{olicitous to poflels you with bigh apprehen-
fions of the fupereminent dignity and felicity
of our exalted Saviour ; and that in the loftieft
and moft magnificent expreffions, the ferip-
ture affords me, I have endeavoured to make
out to you, that the bright fun of righteoul-

nefs is now grown uncapable of {uffering
eclipfes, but fhines with unclouded and une-

qualled fplendor ; and that we fhall in heaven
(as the writer to the Hebrews fpeaks) fee
Tefusy who was made a hittle (or for a {hort
while, Bparuri) lower than the angels, for
the fuffering of death, crowned with ghry,
and bonour ™,  For it will make heaven more
heavenly to us, to find him reigning there,
who hath fuffered fo much for us; and for
whom, if we ever come thither, we fhall
haves{fo much fuffered. For, fince our love
will, as the reft of our furviving graces, be

perfe¢ted and grow compleat in heaven, the
ineffable happinefs of our dear Redeemer muft

needs bring an encreale to ours, commen{ys
rate to the ardency of our love for him, and

we fhall ‘relith no happinels more Ihd}] that
H- wiikh

T L A st e A S e St Sty Y TR N i,

= Heb, ii. ¢,
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which is therefore ours, becaufe he is happy,
and fuppofes in him, what it confers on us,
Befides that, fince the regal dignity, wherein
(as Mediator) he is inftated, may make us
owe cur falvation to his fentence, as well as to
his merits ; Feaven itlelf will be ineftimably
endeared to uz by our enjoying it upon his
account. I need not tell you, what a value
lovers are wont to fet upon the leaft favours
that canbebeftowed onthem by their miftrefles,
and that oftentimes a worihlefs ribband,ﬁ
bracelet of hair, or fome fuch trifle, that no-
thing can make precieus but her prefenting it,
is high.ler vialued by the tranfported lover,
than the richeft prefents of nature, or of for-
tune. How great a2 blefing muft it then be,
Lindamor, to owe joys that need not endear-
ing circumfrances to merit the name of hap-
pinefs, to a perfen fo beloved, that even hea-
en itfelf will bring more felicity to the amoz-
cus fouly as it is a proof of his love, than
that it is a cenative of his bounty; as paf-
ficnate brides do incomparably mcre value the
wedding-rings which their glad lovers give
them, as pledges, than as gold. It is faid of
the perlecuted and difgraced apoftles, that

they rejogeed tg have been counted worthy to fuffer

Jr
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- far bis name ®, But if they defervedly rejoyced
1o be allowed to fuffer for him, bof how
‘much joy fhall they have juft caufe, thart are
admitted to reign with him? His having fup.
ported the hardfhips and the toils (for I muft
not now call them evils) to which our af-
flifted condition of mortality is expofed, does
fo much alleviate them, and refrefh us under
them, that in this fenfe alfo it may be truly
{aid, that the chaflifement of our peace was upe
on himy and by hi; burts we are bealed®, But
he that relieved us even by his crofs, will
fure do more for us by his crown, when he
fhall admit, and even invite, each fzithful fer-
vant to no lefs a blefling, thanzo enter ints
bis mafier’s joy®.  So rich a fource of happi.
nefs did Chnft defign to make himfelf to usin

~all his capacities and conditions, that in hea-
ven and in earth it was, and will be, his gra-
cious and conftant imployment, to fhare our
griefs, o¢ impart to us his joys; and either
leflen our miferies by his fufferings, or cn-
creafe our happinefs by hig felicity,

H 2 SECT.

b Alds v, 41, ¢ Iia lin, §» P Mat.
REV. zii ‘
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S>EcT. XXII. Expe&t not, Lindamor,
that I thould folemnly beg your pardon for this
{ceming excurfion, tillI come to think 1t adi-
cieflion, to infit on the bleflednefs of Chrift
i1 heaven, and treating of the happinefs which
thele that love him will enjoy there. Where-
fore, not to fpend time in imploring a need-
lefs forgivenefs, I fhall proceed to tell you,
Lindamor, thatin heaven we fhall not only
fee our clder brother Chrift, but probably alfo
21l our kindred, friends, 2nd relations, that
living here in his fear, died in his favour.
I'er, fince our Saviour tells us, that the chil-
dren of the refurrellion frall be icaysen 5 Equal
-, or hke the angels1; who yet, in the vifions
of Danicl and St. John, appear to beacquaint-
.4 with each other s fince, in the parable of
1o miferable epicure, and the happy beggar,
1o fatker of the faithful is reprefented as
Incwing, not only the perfon, and prefent
condition, but the paft ftory of Lazarus:
£rce the inflrudtor of the Gentiles confidently
exce®s his converted and pious Theflalonians

o



SerAruIc Love, 149

to be his crown at that great day, when tha
baving turned many to rightecufuefs s, {hall,

the fcripture foretells, confer a ftar-like and
immortal brightnefs ; fizce (which is chicfly
confiderable) the knowledge of particular
actions, and, confequently, perfons, feem re-
quifite to the attainment of that great end of
God, in the day of judgment, the manifefta-
tion of his punitive and remunerative juftice
fince, I fay, thefe arguments, befides divers
others, are afforded us by the fcripture, we
may fafely conclud. it probable, that we fhall
know each other in a place, where, fince

nothing requifite to happinefs can be want-
ing, we may well fuppofe (at leaft, if we can

imagine here, what we fhall think there) that
we fhall not want fo great a fatisfaction, ag
that of being knowingly happy in our other-
felves, our friends, Nor is this only pro-
bable, Lindamor, but it is not improbable, -
that thofe friends that know us in‘heaven;*
fhall welcome us thither. For, fince Chrift
affures us, that the very angels (though they
be fo far from being related to our per-
fons, that they are foreigrers to our very na-
ture) receive acceflion of joy for a relenting

Hi finner,

s Thefl, 11, 19, 20,
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finner, that by repentance begins to turn to-
wards Godi; you will not think it abfurds
thatin a place where charity fhall not enly
cenunue (as St.Paul fpeaks®) but grow perfeét,
cur deay friends fhould rejoyce to fee us, not
only begin to turn towards God, but come
heme tohim®  Nor is it unlikely, that our
iranfported fouls [hall mutually congratulate
ezch other, their having now fully efcaped
the numercus recks, and fhelves, quick-fands,
and threatning ftorms, and no lefs dangerous
ca'ms, through which they are at length
arrived at  that peaceful haven, where
innccence and delight (which are here {o fel-
dem matched) are infeparable companions, both
cf each other, and each blefled refident, - With
thofe friends we here lamented, we fhall
there rejoyce.  And it will be but need, that
he difcovery of each others virtues fhouid
ring us to a mutual konowledge of our per-
{ons; for ctherwife, we thall be fo changed,.
that we thould never know our friends; (and
{hculd fcarce know ourlelves, were not an
eminent encreale of knowledge a part of

that

r
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that happy change.) For thofe departed friends,
whom at our luft feparation we faw dif-
figured by all the ghattly hotrors of death, we
fhall then fee aflifting about the majettic throne
of Chrift, with their once wile bodies transfigu-
red into the likenefs of bis glorious body ¥, ming-
ling their glad acclamations with the hallelu-
jahs of thrones, principalities, and powers, and
the moft dignified favourites of the celeftial
courts I need not- tell you, Lindamor, that
we fhall be more jultly tranfported at this meet-
ing, than was good old Jacob at that of his

fon Jofeph, whom having long mourned fot
dead and loft, he found not only alive, but a
great favourite, ready to welcome him to an

unknown court. For, whereas the patriarch
faid to his fon, Now let me die, Jince I have
Jeen thy face* 5 the feeing of our friends in
heaven will aflure us, that we fhall for ever
live with them there. 'The re-union of friends
being there as privileged from di%crce, as that
of foul and body,. (which fcarce will be more
finct and fatisfaltory.) For, here indeed, if
our friends do not allay our love or affetion

H 4 by:

% Ph', il 21, x Gen, xlvi, 30,
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by unwelcome actions, or their contagious fuf-
ferings, we commonly doat on them to a de-
gree, that, as it were, reduces God to deprive
us of them, and Inatch our 1dols, and his 1i-
vils, from us. But there, our, on both fides,
_compleated graces, will not only delerve, but
a.low a higher {ftrain of friendfhip. The near
contemplation and fruition of the inhaitely

trap{cendant perfeflions of the creator, keep-
ine all our kindnefs to the creatures,. not only

fshordinate to the love we owe to God, but
grounded on it as.excited needles, when they
fiick fafteft toceach other, owe their union to
ineir having both. been touched by. the load-
" fiore, to which, they have therefore both of
them ftronger inclinaticns than either to the
o:her,

Sect. XXIII. There, probably, we fhall
fatisfaCtonily underftand thole deep and obfcure
my{teries of religion, which the  profoundeft
clerks, that love not to flatter themfelves, ac-
knowledge they are unable fully to compre-
hend ; being, after ali the toil and induftry of

th:ir anxious enquiries, reduced to fit down
with the apoftle’s o Fa3%- in admiration of that

Cepth, whofe bottom they cannot fathom 7,
T here

E P:Om.r XE- 33.
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"FThere we fhall underftand thofe obfcure pafia-
ges of (that divine bookyand uncapable of flat-
tery) the feriptare, which, notwithftanding all
that bold critics, and learned expofitors,. have
attempted to illuftrate it,- does ftill continue, in
many places; obfcure.. There, difcerning how
exquifitely the feveral parts of {cripture are ht-
ted to the feveral times, perfonsy and occur-

rences, wherein their all-forefecing author in-
tended moft to ufe them, we fhall difcern not

only a reconcilcablenefs, but a friendfhip, and
perfect harmorny, betwixt thole texts, that here
feem moft at variance, and fhall -difcover not
only the fenfe of the obfcurer paffages,.but the
requifitene(s of their having beer written fo ob-
fcurely, That firange and peculiar, as wellas
otherwife cryptical methiod® and- fi'e of ferip-
ture, which often cofts us fo much ftudy to:
find it rattonal, we fhall there difcover to be
admirable, and worthy of 1ts omnifcient au-
thor,” There, I hope, we fhall have clearly
expounded to us thofe riddles of providence,
which have, but too ofter, tempted even godd
men to queftion God’s conduct in the govern-
- ment of the world; whilft the calamities. and

H 5 : P(jr.
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periecutions of virtue, and innocence, fecm:
épproved by him, who accumulates profperi-
t’zs on their criminzl oppofers.. There we
fhall be convinced, that all thele feeming irre-
gularittes, which the heathen thought fit to im-
pute to.-tae giddy whimfies of a blind female-

eity, are not only confiftent with Ged’s juf-
tice and goodnefs, but are produétions of ir,
/ind though fuch a belief do here, to intelli-
gent perfons, feem perhaps a greater piece of
icit-denial, than to refrain from wine, gold,
or miftrefles ; yet in. heaven it will appear as
realonable, as here we find it difficult.  For,
a3 Biidad [peaksin Job, W2 are but of yefier-
ccyy and kugw usthing, becaufe our days upon
earth are but a fhadsw ; and the fhortnefs of
our tranfitory lives,. not permiiting us to con.
tizue long enough fpectators here,. to fee above
a {cene or two at moft of that great play, ac-
ted by mankind upen the ftage of the world ;.
it is no wonder we are apt to harbour finifter
thoughts of the contriver of 2 plot, whole nei-
ther beginning nor end we are acquainted with;
which yet is litile lefs-injurious,. than 1t were
to cenfure the lofty tragedian Seneca, or fome
other matchlefs artit, having perufed but a.

piecz of fome tragedy, whereof the latter part.
never:
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never arrived at our view. But, when once
God’s whole plot (if I may fo fpeak) and con-
. dutt in the adminiftration of the world, fhall
come to be difclofed ; all thofe revolutions and
occurrences of emptres, ftates, families, and
particular perfons, which men are here fo prone
to quarrel with, will there appear fo juft, fo-
requifite, and fo feafonable, that thofe very.
things, which here tempted us to deny (od,. -
fhall there engage us to praife him; and we-
fhall not fo properly be fatisfied with his provi-
dence, as ravihed. But efpecialiy,. we fhall.
be tranfported with wonder and- gratitude,.
when God fhall -vouchfafe to difcover-to - his-
particular fervants, -the reafons “of. his difpen--
fations towards them, and make out to them.
not only the neceffity and juftice, but even.
the mercifulnefs of thofe very afliCtions, that-
were moft imputed to his feverity, (no firoke:
from  God’s paterral hand,. either lighting
{foorner, or falling heavier, or ftaying longer,.
than the occafion, that extorted ity exacted)
and convince them,. that their hopes were:

never difappointed, but to fecure their tille to
better things than thofe they hoped for.; noy:

their inferior interefls prejudiced, but for the:
advantage of their fupreme onesi Yes, all:

H.6. that:
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that unwe.come darknefs, that here furround-
ed our purblind underftandings, will vanifh 4t
the dawning of that bright, and (as St. Peter’s
2 expreflion may be interpreted) eternal day ;
wherein, the refolution of all thofe difficulties,
which here exercifed (and perhaps diftrefled)
our faith, fhall be granted us to reward it,
And 1 muft profels to you, Lindamor, (as
unfafhionable as fuch a profeffion may feem in
2 gentleman pot Vet two and twenty) that I
had the ftudy of thofe excellent themes, God’s
word,and his providence, fo difiiculr, and yet fo
pieafing and inviting, that could heaven afford
me no greater blzfling than a clear accompt
of the ablirufe myfleries of divinity and pro-
vidence, 1 fhould value the having my un-
derftanding gratified and inriched with truths
‘f 1o novle ana precicus a2 nature,. enough to
eurt heaven at the rate of renouncing for 1t all
thofe unmanly fenfualities, and (rifling vani-
t23, for which inconfiderate mortals are wont
1y lorizit the interelt their Saviour fo dearly
eought (tem in 1k ‘

SecT.
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Secr. XXIV. Nor fhall we only converfe

with faints and angels, but with that infinitely
.more glorious deity that made them what
they are, without at all impoverithing him-
felf, In heaven, we fhall enjoy (its maker)
God, and fee him as be is®, who (as the fcrip-
ture telleth us) thall then be @/ iz 6/l®: com-
prifing all the goodss;- we value in the creatures,.
as eminently and fully, as the fun doth the
light that twinkleth in the ftars,

If one that was none of the lealt of the
philofophers <, fcrupled not to tell the man that
asked him, what he was born for, that it
was to contemplate the fun; if our beft na--
turalilts themfelves, though the darknefs that
45 here caft upon things, and the dimnefs of-
our intelleClual eyes, (which I remember A~
ritotle fitly compares to- thofe of an owl.at
noon-day) permit us. to difcern but very little
of that wifdom, power, and goodnefs which.
he has exprefled in the creation, are yet often
tranfported and ravifhed with a jult admiration
of the perfeCtions he hasdifplayed in his work-
manfhip ; if the wife queen,.that came fo far
to vifit Solomon, was putalmott into an extafy

by

* 1 John iii, 2. ® ¥ Cor. xv, 28, ¢ Zravagoras.
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By the fight of his,. (though wife,- yet human)
crdering of things; and if the angels them-
felves (as St. Peter informs us) defire to Jood"
uto the myflerius contrivances of God?, in or-
Cer to man’s redemption; how great a fatis-
faction, Lindamor, may. we juflly conceive
it muft needs be, to be admitted to fee fo
much of God, as heaven will difcover to us?
efpecially fince fo much of our future happi-
nefs will confift in that beatific vifion, (as-
toe fcheol-men juftly call it) that St. John
concluded, that we fEall e like God, becaufe
we fball fee him as bz is¢.  And cur Saviour.
himfelf paraphrafes our celeftial felicity by this
b.efied vilion, where he fays, Bleffed are the
pure in keart, for they fhall fee Godf: as, on
the other fide, the writer to the Hebrews em-
ploys the being denied the fight of that di-
vine object, asa defcription of extreme wretch-

ednefs, In that text where,. having exhorted
thofe to whom he writes, to follow peace and.
Bolirefs® ; he adds, as the formidableft menace
which he could makeufe of, todeter them from
flichting his exhortation, without which, no
man fball fee the Lerd. And by this vifion
our daviour feems to defcribe the happinefs

even:

¢ 2 Pet. i. 12, ¢ Johniihz, F Marnwv, 8.
€ Ileb, x11. 14, |

i
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even of angels; where, forbidding the [canda-
lizing of any of thofe little ones that believe:
in him, he adds, to enforce what he had faid,.

that their angels do always fee the face of bis:
fatker in heaven®, Wethall be fo taken up
with the contemplation and fruition of that
glorious object, (in whofe infinity all goods are
included and dilated) that ages,. numberlels-

as the Joys that beatific vifion abounds with,.
will fcarce afford us leifure for a diverfion to-
any other pleafures, than thofe itfelf creates,
which are fo numerous and fo entire, that.

we fhall there defire nothing that we have
not, except more tongues to fing more praifes-
'to him, or at leaft."a. capacity to pay him
greater thanks for what we have. And cven:
thole defires, that God’s graciousacceptation.
will make, in being conceived, accomplifhed ¢
for, otherwife heaven’s refidents-fcarce know-
any other want, than that of need to wifh ;.
the compleat bleflednefs of their condition, re-

ducing them. to a happy. ufelefnefs of withes,.
by affording them a full pre-pofleffion of all
the objets of defire. There time, like fireo:
having deftroyed what ever it could prey on,.
fhall at laft die itfelf,- and fhall go out into-

elere

e e

2 Mat. xviil. 10:
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eternity ; whofe nature is fuch, that though
cur joys, after fome centuries of years, may
feem to have grown elder, by having been en-
joyed fo many ages, yet will they really ftiil
continue new, not only upoen the fcores of
their welcomnefs- and frefhnefs,, but by their
perpetually equal (becaufe infinite) difiance
from a period. There,. our felicity. fhall al-
~ways be the fame,. yet ever new, Wearinefs
arguing imperfeCtion, either in-the.object, or
tae appetite ; the former of which is impol-
fible in God, and the latter fhall ceafe in
Leaven. Where our felicity fhall be fo great, .
that varity (itfelf) fhall not be needed as-a
partof 1t. And, if heaven do admit variety,.
it may-be fuppofed fuch a one,. as: fhall con-
it in a farther knowledge of the firft object
(God) not a forfaking of it; and fuch as arifes
from the fixed beholding of the changing-.
recks of deves, or fuch as we may fee in the
diverfifyed refrattion of the fame {parkling
diamond. In Godthereis (if I may fo freak)-
fuch a various identity, that the fruition of
bim both fatishes and creates defires:. though
that, without fatiety ; and this, without dif-
quiet. Other delights, like the ufual cleaths
we wear, quickly grow ftale,and are foon worn

Quls
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out; whereas celeftial pleafures participate the
prerogative of the Jews garments in the wil-
-dernefsi, of not impairing by being ufed long.
But as the amorons . needle, once joined unto
the load-ftone, would never, uncompelled,
forfake the inchanting mineral ; but, after ages,
cling nc lefs clofely to it than at the firft
momen: of their union; fo do the faints in
heaven, with the fame undiminifhed frefh-
nefs, ever poflefs their joys, as if each mo-

ment were firft that they poflefled them
in. And, if their happinels does not im-
prove by laftinger enjoyment, it is, perhaps,
but becaufe it was at firlt uncapable of in-
creafe. Or,.if our pleafures do admit acceflion,
they fhall receive it from our aflurance, that
we fhall tafte them for ever, and perpe,
tually repeat (or rather continue) the fame
renewed fruitions to an etermty, endeared by
nothing more, than by the quiet leifure it will
afford us, undiftractedly, to employ it in cele-
brating of the author’s praifes; and in a con-
dition, happier in that by it we grow paft do-
ing, than paft fuffering ill. In heaven, (in a
word) our inexhaufted joys will be fo num-

betlefs,

L e

! Deut, xxix. .
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berlefs, 2and fo immenfe, that we fhall need
(aswell as have)eternity itfelf totake them fully,

Sect. XXV. But, Lindamior, it was
hot my defign to give you a particular topo-
graphy of this celeftial Canaan; but only id
8 few words to let you fee, that iz #s 4 land
Jlowing with milé and Foney. And though I ac~
knowledge, I have given you but dark deferip-
tiors (and fometimes rather poeticai than cho-
rographical) of what -the apoftle ftiles, T4e
inheritance of the faints in light ; et fince,
to whet our longings for fruitive (or expe-
rimental) knowledge, it is referved among the
prerogatives of being in heaven, to know
how happy we fhall be, when there; and
fince, what the fcripture hath revealed of pa-
radife, feems meant rather to quicken our
obedience, than fatisfy our curiofity ; I may,.
for thofe purpofes, have perhaps tolerably per-
formed that task (of heavenly topography )by
the acknowledzments of my difability todoit
worthily. I fhall now only add this proper-
ty of our expelied blifs, that the vaft mul-
titude of partoers does detrat nothing from.
each private fhare, nor does the publicknefs
of 1t leflen propriety in it. ‘This ocean of
felicity being fo fhorelefs, and fo bottomlefss.

that



Serapnic Love, 169

that all the faints and angels cannot exhauft
it, it being as impoflible for an aggregate of
finites, to comprehend or exhauft oné infinite,
as it is for the greateft number of rathe-
matic points to 4dmount toy or conflitute, a
body. Our neighbour.regions do all enjoy
the benefit of light as well as we; yet we
enjoy not lefs, than if they enjoyed none,
Indeed there is this difference between the
fun of righteoufnefs and that of heaven ; that,
whereas the latter, by his prefence, eclipfes
all the planetsy (his attendants; ) the former,:
though radiant with a much mightier fplendor,
will, by his prelence, impart to his faints,
according to that of the apoftle ; ##hen Chrifs,
who is our life, fhall appear, then fhall we alfo
appear withbim in ghry, So that the eledt, in
relation to this fun, thall not be like ftars, which.
his fhining obfcures and makes to difappear ; but
like polifthed filver, or we)l-glazed arms, or
thofe vafter balls of burnifhed brafs, the tops of
churches are {ometimes adorned with, which
fhine not till they ‘be thined upon, and derive
their glittering brichtnefs, and all the dazling
fire that environs. and illuftrates them, from
their being expofed (unskreened, to the fun’s.
'refulgent beams. [ am my beloved’s, and my

beloved is mine, fays every faint (with the
{poufe.
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ipoufe in the Canticles) to his redeemer ¥,
David fays of them that put their truft in
Ged, That be fhall abundantly fatisfy them
with the fatnefs of his houfe, and make them
arink of the river of bis pleafures’: As if he
meant to infinuate, that, as when a multi-
tude of perfons drink of the fame river, none
of them is able to exhauft it, and yet each of
them may have the full liberty of drinking as
much as hie can, or as much as he could, though
none but himlfelf fhould be allowed to drink
of it; fo, whofoever enjoys him wholly, or
at leaft doth enjoy him fo entirely, 1n relation
to that man’s capacity, that the fruition of
whatfoever refts unenjoyed of God, is forbia-
den by the immenfity of the object, and not
the pre-pofleflion of his rivalss The angels,
though of a2 nature differing from ours, and
thereby placed above the perfonal experience
of our fufferings and infirmities, do yet fo
fympathize with us, that (as our Saviour In-

forms us) they rejoyce at the repentance of a
finner ®. And, though the membersof the
church-miliant, and thofe of the triumpant,
live as far afunder, as heaven is from earthy
and are not more diftant as to place, than
differing as to condition ; yet St. Paul reckons

all

5 Cant. vi. 3. ‘Pl xxxvi, 6. ™ Luke xv. 7.
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all the faints to be but one family in hea-
ven and earth®™ If then the difparity of re-
fidences, of qualities, and of conditions, can-
not now hinder-the lovers of God from being fo
~ concerned in one another ; how much of en-
-dearing kindnefs, may we fuppofe, that they
will interchange, when both their love fhall
be perfefted, and all thofe other graces too
that are proper to cherifh and encreafe it¢
For, the fame apoftle, who, to alfilt us to
conceive the ftritnefs of the union both be-
twixt Chrift and bhis faints, and the faints
among themfelves, tells us, that He 15 the
head, and they are his body, and members in
particular® ; teaches us to make this in-
ference, that (to exprefs his doctrine in hisown
words) If one member fuffer, ail the members
Suffer with it ; and if one member be honour-
ed, all the members rejoyce with it P, Yes,
Lindamor, -in thatblefled condition,: our wills
being perfectly conformed unto our maker’s,
no faint nor angel can enjoy his love without
poflefling a proportionate degree of ours,
And then, fince perfe¢t friendfhip appro-
priates to each friend the crofles and profperi.
ties of the other, (asgood Barzillai could not

| be

'» Eph, iii, 15, © 1Cor, xil. 27. P Verle 25,
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be highlier obliged by David 9, than by the.
king's kindnefs to his fon) each feveral bea-
titude in heaven fhall {in fome fort concern .
the who.e {oclety,and} be ours, Asaftrono-
mers teach us, that the earth receives addi
tion of lignt by the fun’s beams beftowed
upon the flars, ond {rom the moon reflecting
upon her, And bzcaufe cur perfonal capacities
are to0 tod narrow to centain all that joy, we
are (by the ftrange arithmetic of frienddhip)
in a manper muliiplied into as many happy
perfons, as there are faints and angels blefied
in heaven, Qur perfect union to our com-
mon bead, and mutual communion with
eich other, applying and bringing home
every feiicity of theirs to us. 'This friendly
and reciprocal fympathy, teaching us each
glorified faint’s bleflednefs, and him ours,
by a Hefled circulation, which makes us en.
creafe, by our refenting them, thofe joys
(of others) whofe encreafe we refent. But
my thoughts are engaged in fo good a com-
pany, Lindamer, that they keep me from con-
fidering how faft the hours pafs, and have
zlmoft made me forzet, that the tinie which
my occafions allowed me for {cribbling to you,

iz o far fpent, that not now at laft to repricve
you

_——_—-‘M

8 20am. XX 37.
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you from the perfecution of my bluni pen
were to be almoft as injurious to my cwn’

affairs, asto your patience. "Hereafter yet T

may poflibly make you fome amends for this
with riper difcourfes of the nature and duttes,
or (if you will) ‘the properties and returns of =
this love, to which I have hitherto prefented
you fome motives. To (the laft of) which I
might add, thaty, cur love to the creature
is an earnclt, but to God it is a tide ; the
one makes us the objets, but the other makes
the objeft ours; that, fince there 15 in Jove fo

ftrange a magic, as to transform the lover
into the objelts loved ; we ought to be ex-
tremely careful of the dedication of a paflion,
which, as it is placed, muft either dignify
our nature, or degrade 1t: And not to ad-
drefs to any lower (or, which is all one,
to any other) object, the higheft inten-
fity of a love, which cannot ftoop without
our degradation. And thefe I might expati-
ate on, and recruit them with many other
motives, additional to thofe I have already
infifted on ; but that I may more properly re-
ferve them to the treatife of the properties of
that love, whofe nature fo partakes that of

its objet, that there can hardly be produced
: . more
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more powerful motives to it, than the condi.
tions of it. Since then (as I frefhly intimated)
. I cannct but fear that your tired patience,
2s well as my urgent occafions (though thefe
will recall me to-morrow morning to my own
weftern hermitage) doth. at prefent fummon
me to leave you; and ﬁﬁi:c I cannot do fo
in a happier place than" heaven, 1 fhall
fufpend my farewell, on]y 0 beg you to be-
lieve, that {fo noble af:-motwe of exalting
friendthip, zs the ambltroﬁrof rendering mine 2
fit return for yours, hath {o improved my kind-
refs, that my affeCtion, without wronging
its greatnefs, could not exprefs itfelf by any lefs
attemp!, than this giving you the greateft,
ond the moft defirable of all goods, by
elevating (that noble harbmrrer of vyour
foul) your love to heaven “whofe- joys alone
are not -inferior to thofe whlch the being
made infiramental to procure them you, would
teally create in, my deareft Lindamor,

Yzur moft faithful, meft affeiiionate,
‘ and moft bumble fervant,

ROBERT BOYLE
From Leafe this 6th |
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