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- TOTHE OBJECTIONS &. -

. ua

AT the Annual Meeting of the New-Jersey Bible Society; ut the o
city of Burlington, on the last Wednesday in August, 1814:---It wag -

Resolved, .

First, That in the opinion of this Society, it would greatly promote the accomplish-
. ment of the important purposes for which the Bible Societies in the United States hawe as«
sociated, if a union of them all, could be obtained by an annual or biennial meetifiy of-dele-
gates, to be appointed by the Societies in each State, at some central place to be
upon, to conduct the interests of the whole, where they respect the distribution ¥ the-
Sacred Scriptures beyond the limits of particular States, or in case, where a Society in a
State cannot furnish so many as are wanted, -

Second. That the President of the Board of Managers be, and he'is hereby aunthorized
by this Society, to send a copp-of the foregoing resolution to the Bible Societies in each
State, with a circular letter directed to the President of each Society, requesting him ta
lay the said resolution before his Society as soon as-possible, trusting that it will command
their full and serious attention; and if agreeable to them, that they will s; prove the same, |
and appoint.at least two delegates,.oither of whom moy rcnresent <ic 3ociety, t» meet at *
Philadelphia on the Monday preceding the t%inI Wo o Ia;:: in Me ¢ next, at 30’Clock in
the afternoon of the same day, with fall pe-/:is 40 <.gest and form a plasi i+ a well o
ized and constituted Body, to be called « Zi.e General Association ¢f the Bible Societice in
¢he United States,” or such other name or titis as muy be agreed upon, for the purpose of
disseminating the Scriptures of the Old snd New Testamen, weordin%to the approved
version, without Note or Comment, in places beyond the limit: of.the United States; or
within them, where the State Societies in any one of them, should be unabie, from any
cﬁi‘emammme whatever, to supply their wants, ar where there should not be a Society in

t‘te. ‘

Third. That the President do request the several Societies to give as speedy notice as
may be, to him, of their determination; who is hereby empowered and required, (whenevar
he shall receive the approbation and appointment of delegates, for the purposes aforeszid,
from twenty Societies, and the§alnll have signified their consent to the measure,) te give
mﬁck n:ltii:a' thereof in the Newspapers, and that the meeting of the delegates will be

accordingiy . -

(A true Copy ) o
| ELIAS BOUDINOT President.

A Copy of thes¢ Resolutions were seit to she Bible Society of Philadelphia, and to the

other Socleties in the Union. _
The President of the Bible Society of NewJersey, soon after recgived the foliowing

" Letter from the President of the Bible Society of Philadelphia.
Philadeliphia, Dec. 14. 181¢.

Dear Sir;
With this, there will be delivered to you a communication from
the Bible 8ocizty of Philadelphia, signzd by me as their President, and addressed to you as . .
President of the Bible Society of Ncw-Jerscy. This contained the Objections, which have
bosn sent tothe difforent Biblo Socisties in the United States. In addition to the Con-




- thought expedien:t.

|

|

tents of the said Instrument and the reference to the design intended in it, of sending cir-
cular Copies to the other Societirs in the United States, I am instructed to inform you,

~that there will be a delay of those Copies for the space of three weeks, in order to give

time for consequent communications qfthe Society over which you preside, should any be
- Tam, Sir, very respectfully,
- Your Fiumble Servant,
- WILLIAM WHITE.
To this Letter the following Answer was sent.

. Burlington, January. 1815.
Right Reverend, and dear Sir. |
, o ' Your polite letter of the 14 th Instant covering the addvess
of the Managers of the Bible Society of Philadelphia, containing their objections to the
resolutions of the Bible Society of New-Jersey inclosed in my circular of the 5th Septem-
ber last came safe to hand. Those objections have commanded that close atteation, con-
sideration, and reflection, that they were entitled to, from the respectable Source from
which they came. The more so, as I consider myzelf a member for Life of that impor-
tant and useful Society. I rejoice that ¢ any difference that exists between our Societies,
relates only to the means most proper for adoption”. I have no doubt; of the most har-
monipus Union, as to the invaluable End of our pursuits.

While I admire the ingenuity, and labour spent on these objections, I cannot discover
any part of them that applies to the suhstance of our resolutions, or the subject matter of
my circular Letter. Indeed I have spent considerable time to find out, what is design-
7} by them; my knowledge of your respectable Society will not sufferme to suppose that
rhry are inimical to the Meeting of the Friends of Zion, to consult togetk: ~v for the wel-
fare of ‘m.wvial Souls.

Hrwever, Uwill withall convenient speed do my duty, by calling a Meeting of our Board
of Managers, though at this inclcment Stasci of the year; and lay your letter with its on-
closire sefore them, and advise you of the »esult as soon as I can. But the Managers
are so dispersed whrough the State, that it will be impracticable to accomplish this in the
time you mentisn, and I can see no advantage, in your delaying the sending the objections
as you pa:sose, without ceremony. We cannot for a moment suppose, that Men of sound
minds, a -havini.?roper zeal for the glory of God and the spread of the Gospel of his
beloved Son, can be prevented from pursuing the object recommended by our Society,
by objections so foreign from the purpose they have in view. Had the Delegates alrea-
dy met, and had ¢ reguler plan before them for consideration, and objections, applicable
to such plam had bear: urged by your Delegates, all would have been perfectly right. But
what is it, that the aocic:ﬁ:f New-Jersey have proposed. ¢ That thinking it their duty to
uso all the meuns in their power, to promote the great objects of their association, and
conceiving that the greatest union ot Christians of every profession in so desirable a cause
promised most success in the undertaking, they take up the subject and after full consids
eration, determine, that in their opinion, it would greatly promote the accomplishment of
the important purposes for which, Bible Sccicties have associated, if a union of them could
be obtained, by the meecting of Delegates to conduct the common Interests of the whole,
where they respect the distribution of the Sacred Scriptures deyond the limite of th» United
Siates, or where a aocicty in @ State cannot furrish as many as are wanted™. They then
direct their President to make this opinion known to their Sister Societies throughout the
Union, and to request a meeting of Delegates with full powers to digest and establish a
system for this purpose.

Are these objcctions then calculated to deny that this was the opinion of the New-Jer-
sey Society? If not, do they go to shew, that there is any impropriety in Delegates confer-
ring togcther and endeavouring to furm a plan of §rcater usefulness in the Lords Vineyard,
or to gromote on a larger scale the knowledge of the Sacred Scriptures and th¢ propaga-
tion of the words of eternal life? 1 cannot think they would undertake to ascertin before-
hand, what course the Delegates when met would pursue for this great purpose, or wheth-
er they would agree on any other, than what is already established. It can then be only
the opinion of our socizty, individually considered, that they mean to dispute. If so, this
can answer no valuable End, and it will be scarcely worth while, to anticipate that which
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will _hvoaqng)gmper before the convention of Delegates when met, for if they were to cone
~ vince our Society of the irrelevancy of their opinion,and yet the Convention should differ %
us and defesmine that it was worthy of being carried into execution, it would be but lost
~ laboisr.. But lest it may be said, by this answer I hgve wholly evaded the Objections, I will g
as few wérds as I can, attempt to reply to them. They are prefaced with-an assurance thigs
the subject is not novel to them. The objectors must have concluded, that our Seciety
had not a proper idea of the wisdom and penetration of their worthy members, that we |
should suppose that a subject so obvious to every zealous Mind, could have escaped their
observation; but this we did know, that however you had considered this subject it had
never been carried into execution. Our Society therefore could not conceive that there
could be any impropriety in calling your attention to so great a subject, in conjunction
with the collected wisdom of all our societies. Had we been possessed of your early pro-
ceedings as a society which I am sorry we were not ( for until this day I was a stranger
to themn, tho a life member of your Society, which is not much to my credit, as I suppone
they are tb be purchased,) we should have been still further convinced, that the subject
was not nows} to you, for I now find by your first report page 8, speaking of thg £200 gen-
erously presented to you by the British and Foreign Bible Society yoy say « and so strong
was the Tide of their generous utficction towards this Society, that a much Jarger sum
would have been voted for its use, had they not supposed that our Institution was limited
in its operation to the State of Pennsylveaia. They express an anzioxs wish that our plan
* should be enlarged, so as to comprehend the whole union in one Society.” I shall now
take up their objections in the order, they have urged them against the opinion of our,So- |
ciety. . . RN o : ‘ o
lez. They sayy .o unseasonable, this charge when closely considered will appcar not |
to be well founded. If the New-Jersey Society, should be govern:d by example and ex- !
Frience, their opinion will stand the Test. The British and Foreign Bible Society was
ormed and established in the midst of a long, perplexing and most expensive War, with
the combined powers of Europe, that threatned the very existence of great Britain. Their |
zeal, activity, expenditures, and Success, aroge almost to a miracle. Her praise is in ev- .
ery Christians mouth, and thousands, nay millions of prayers, ascend betve the Throne of -
the Eternal forblessings on their Heads. To Her under we owe the present E.xistence
and Prosperity of our Societies, and in particular, no one .more than that of Philadelphia.
If we look to those Countries where the dreadful ravages of War have reduced a majority
of the Inhabitants to the most awful distress, and the ruthless footsteps of an unprinc‘iged
Tyrant are marked throughout their territories with blded, distress and afliction: these |
evils will be found to have produced greater s of the solemp importance of
seeking those durable Riches, that cannot be taken from thema. Here it is that Bible Soci-
eties increase and flourish. Let them speak for themselves. In the 10th report of the
British and Foreign Bible Society for this year, you will find Gerinany, that has been the
Seat of War and devastation, setting up Societies in every quarter. Even Leipsick the
centre of destruction, has her Bible Socicty. Poland is following her cxample. Finland
is not behind them in her exertions, and Russia is setting one, that astonishc¢s the whole
World.* Our Sister Society at Salem in Massachusets, hps summed up these ideas inso
streng & manner, in her 3d report pages 6 and 9 which will justify my troubling you with
the extract, though I may lay myself open to the charge of being rather tedious. ¢ Ific
were only to suppl{ the needy in our neighbourhood, our Society would deserve our |
zcalous support. We ought not however to be content with such a limited operation,but
to become tributary to that mighty River of knowledge which is flowing throughout the |
whole earth. On this occasion let us extend our views as the subject requires.. Let us |
glance at the British and Foreign Bible Society, the Parent of all the Bible Societies in
the world, and the most important human establishment Christianity has yet praduced,
or the World has ecver scen.  Who can contemplate the Exertions, the Effects and the
prospects of that Society without wonder and gratitude to God? Like every other good
oizject in this Evil World, it had to combat great opposition, but it soon, through the zeal
of the Members with the blessing of God, rose triumphant. Its Friends rapidly encrea-
sed. itsoon shone forth with splendour, and we trust that it will shine more and more, till

® The late general Bible Sogiety established in the I;Tetherlands a Country rulned by the War, on a plen dlmi-
g;;ﬁ;h;mwh od in this Country, is full 0 the p:xht.llothuwthMJ:*
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like the Sun it sheds its ligh’upon the whole Earth. Their liberality falls il
of Heaven upon all. While England has been standing alone with all the Natligs agairist
her, this Society has been at peace with all the World, and has been sendin}Fmbasss
dors of peace amidst the enemies of their country, to make such inquiries and toflike suc
Measures as might promote the accomplishment of its object; they know no foefBut such
as oppose the spread of the Gospel. The Emperor of Russia amidst the cares, the toils,
and tumalts of + -ar; found time to give his attention and sanctic: to the establishment in
his Capital, and on a plan as extensive as his em]fﬁre, of a Bible Scciety; which he endow-
25000 Rubles, and of which he desired to
be considered as a member, with an annual subscription of 10,000 Rubles. Who now would
be content with merely distributing Bibles in their Vicinity? Who is not anxious ta aid,
in sending them through the whole earth? say not there is no need of exertion. If in our
own neighbourhood many are found who need this charity, what must be the situation of
the newly settled parts of our Country? From the inquiries of Messrs Mills and Scher-
merhorne, it is estimated, that in addition to the calls for French Bibles, not less than 300,
000 Englisk Bibles are needed for immediate distribution in the Western States. Many
thousands are wanted in our own district of Maine, and in other parts of our Country ma-
ny thousands more. Let us then resolve with that Society, that with the divine blessing
on the endeavours of Bible Societies, that hope shall not be disappointed, t .t the hungry
shall be fed, the thirsty shall be refreshed. The Sun of Righteousness will again arise with
healing in his wings, and the light shall lighten the Gentiles:" almost all other institutions
have-created the jealousy of many sincere christians, and have been confined to particular
sects; but what jealousy can a Christian have of a socicty whose object is the distribution
of the book on which he founds all his hopes of happinessi It is tile very object, which
was wanted to destroy our little animosities and unitc the prayers, exertions and affections
of all christians. Here we can all meet, forget our differences and recognize our common
relation to the same divine master, and our common obligation to support His cause in the
world. What can be more sublime than an aniversary of the British and Forcign Society,
where thousands of all ranks and denominations, where Princes and the lowest subjects
crowd to express their zceal for the diffusion of the scriptures? What more interesting
than to behold the friends of the Redeemer in eveertion, at the time when the world is
convulsed to the centre, by wars, themselves knowingno war, engaged heartand hand in
promoting the kingdom of peace and righteousness.’
These are sentiments worthy the disciples of Jesus Christ. Would your Managers
have us to shew less regard to the honour of God? Less confidence in sur Lord and Mas.
tery by not trusting so fully in his over ruling Agency, or be less engaged in the spread of
h':&apel, over other parts of our gullty Globe, where his name is not known in spirit and
. Have we not received as great forgiveness, and cannot we love as much? [ will
not do them injustice. I know it is the desire of their hearts. Their works prove it.
When I examine their records, I find them, when convinced of the necessity of a Ste.
reotype Press, but destitute of funds for so expensive a parpose, and having no visible
means of obtaining them; not disposed to sit down contented, and wait the motion of the
waters till means should come, while in the interim, thousands were perrishing for want
of knowledge; But they trusted in their great Head, and put their shoulders to the wheel,
and cried mightily to Him who alone could help them.  Your success was answerable to
your Faith. Why then now desponding, as if you had found your Lord and Muaster fuiling
you in a time of need?
3nd. You think thie measure unsanciioned by Exumple. 1have anticipated the answer
to this objection under the proceeding. Was the British and Forcign Bible Society, be-
ing a Parent institution, so essential 10 her existcice as you suppose! yet I cannot see the
Force of the Argument, that the like Character, must be necessary for a Socicty, for like
gurpoues in this Country. Every Society in the United States contradict the principle.
our own Society was cstablished in your own State, wholly unsanctioned by example in
this Country, equally if not much more s0, than the one we aim at.  Again let me ask, if
the British and Foreign Bible Society was not wholly unsanctioned by example, and would
you ex&:ct or desire to make out better than they have done? They {ud tenfold the oppo-
sition that we have, orare likely to have. And the very learned and able oppunents they
had, urged tenfold ntno“er more plausible arguments against the measure, than can
be wged agaimstus.  All the Societics, except two, from whom I have yot heard; cxpress
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Iybaas delighted with the proposal, and cemsider itas éugiestéd from heaven. Offs
iy objeds to the expense, arising from their present poverty: but promisesa ready ac-
guiescepiiighen in their power. The excellent Society, so often referred to, were assail-
ed'by
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Bng, Ingenuity and Influence. 1f you have read the very able, conclusive and pie
e of the Rev. Mr. Dealtry to Mr. Wordsworth, a learned Professor at Oxfordy
ou will el the force of this observation. But did that Society submitto the Opposition
ko, by no Means. They rose triumphant with tenfold grandeur! You well know their
History, and I doubt not daily bless God forit. Their faithand hope have been witnessed !
in all lands. Forget not what they say to your Society, when you first reported your es-
tablishment to them. The Rev. Dr. (;wen their Secrétary writes, ¢ It was the ous |
disposition of the Committee to have manifested their resgect for your undertaking, by
granting you pecuniary supply upon a much er scale, but they were restrained goa :
induleing it, by the consideration of these limits which you appeared te have p {
the pha and designation of your Bible Societz. Had it entered into your views to come.
prehend as many provinces as could be brought to concur with you in one Institution, of
which Philadelphia might be the Centre, the Committee would have regardedgour Plaw
as better adaprted to the accomplishment of your object,and would gladly have extended it
to a proportional degree of pecuniaiy encouragement.” Mr Josiah Roberts of Londen, '
about the same time, writes, I was charged (by the Society) particularly to state, that the
assistance of the society is by no means intended to be to the sum now :
should the Scale of your Institution be extended, which is earncatly desired. And could it
be made the foundation of a Society, confined not to one state, but em the  of
the United States, under tiie Title of « The Union Bibls Saciety, or United States |
Society, much larger asuistance would be atforded.” Here is not one wrdofeom?m |
of your procsedings being umeancrioned by Examplc,but on the contrary, a unisnof
Strength strongly recomraended. ,
But Reverend Sir, we cestainly have the Example of this wonderful Society, which has
appeared as the Angel ilying in the midst of Heaven, having the everlasting Gospel to
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ach unto them who dweli upon the Earth, and to every Nation, and Kindred, and To
;’3 People. Have we no: the En'n‘&lu of h, Moscow, (still m;oking m
almost total ruins and yet overed ashes) Finland, &e. &c.?

I was sorry to cbeerve the follo mm:mm:g«muneu |
where their Committee revide (meaning London) has risen respect to their other Ci-
ties, above the Jealousies ¢f Rivalry.” Sui y JOUr R did not consider the
small consequence in the Scale of States, or of influence, iA New-Jersey stands, or
they would not have suspected for a moment, that our Soclejy ceuld foster an idea of the
feast ambition in this businces, but that of advancing ier & Cause in the werld
But if nnnmeuineu has arisen from this Quarter, It cat caslly be“remedied. I will ene
gaae on her behalf, in case your Society will enlarge her Charter and extend her objects
to the whole family of the human Race,as she may be provided with means, that not a mem«
ber of the New-Jersey Bible Society, shall ever thereafter stir in this business, further than
to aid the funds of s0 extensive a p{m. If your Managers  cannot discover any real and
important advantages likely to result from the association, waich the Circular from New-
Jsrsey mentions™ they ought not to endeavour to cast Gostacles in the way of their Bre-
«hren who think they do see great and essential advanages, under the inluence and di.
rection of the holy Spirit, likely to arise to the Chur .k 2 Christ from some plan of more
universal Extent, than any yet establishied in these Sia‘es, which may be produced by the
m‘ht:d :hietdom of the dlgrent Societics.

ay there not be many plans proposed, besidsz tha an: suggested by the New-Jersey
Society? Might not an agreement be mude that eaci socie "sﬁ\uld :‘e a pﬂicnh::l?-

tment under their direction? Or that a union should be formed for the particular cb-
jects to be specified, from funds to be raised by subiacriptions and donstions for the
pose! Or an inde nt association originated for the enlarged purpose menti in
the Resolutions? y other plans might be mentioaed for the consideration of the Del-
egates.

I find my Letter increasing to such a th, that it is tdme to dismise this Objection,
wi*:.ut"flng’h::w s, d?::' kn:trlk USELESS. This first

} the tion es you as . ls the
time, that -ugl“dlm&qu aseociation for sending the glad tidings of
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Salvation to those who are deprived of the good News, without the iimite of the United
Statea, could be thought USELESS. Surely the Soul of a man on the Missouri, ia as
precious to him, asitisto a Citizen of any of the Statcs. Whenever ap individual
1 is in ¢ransi¢u or maturing, the Delegates met together, would undoub&z.h'nrhfn
with pleasure to the learned, laborious and ingenious arguments that might be affered
against the Measure, and I am confident, will endeavour so to accommodate it »#s to remove
every solid objection or give it up altogether; but till your Managers know the plan in its
details, they can hardly say, with Justice that it is, or will be useless. Part of this objec-
tion seems iv be formed under the Idea, « that the number of Societies in the Union are
sufficiently great, and that none of them are restricted in the extent of its operations’’.
Suffer me to remind you of your own Wordsin your first report page 8. After speaking in
grateful Terms of the donation of the British and Foreign Bible Society, of £300 Sterling in
aid of your Funds, you add, ¢ And so strong was the tide of their generous affection to-
wards this Society, that a much larger sum would have been voted for its use, had they
mot supposed that our Institution was limited in its operations to the State of Pennaytva-
nia. ey _express an anxious wish that our plan should be enlarged, so as to compre-
hend the whole Union in one Society; but the Managers are of opinion, that when the ad-
dress of the Society shall reach them, together with the explanations, which have been
directed to be , they will be convinced, that the plan which has been adopted, is the
most eligible for this Country.” And in sgeaki.ni your actual experience after some
time of tryal you say, « The deficiency of Bibles has been found much greater than was
expected, and it is believed that the whole of the funds in the possession of the Society
could be profitably expended in supplying the wants of this City alons; and the opportu-
nities of distributing tﬁm in other places are so numerous, that if the fands were tenfold
as great as they are, they would be inadequate to satisfy the demand.” You alse under
another objection, inform us that you have obtained a respectable opinion, by which
vour m.i.ndjs are confirmed iu the conviction, that no funde of individual incorporated So-
cieties can be placed under the direction of any common Society. And yet you made no
hesitation in g your Sister Societies fo favour you with part of their funds saying, “ the
Joint efforts of such Societics as can spare funds for this purpose, wouid render the mea.-
sure easy, prompt and effectual.’”” This they imracdiately complied with, and you have
testified your grateful sense of their readiness to asslst you according to their abilities:
thus approving of their placin%pu't of their funds under your direction. Neither can
gw forget how diffusaly the British Society has sent out their funds into all the World,
ut Sir, where will you find a hint that cur Society wishad the funds of any individual
Society, to be put under the direction ofanother Society. But if the fact Lad been other-
wise, multiplied instances of Societies from all quarters, sending part of there funds to,
and placing them uader the direction of the British and Foreign Bible Society, contradict
your legal Opinion.

As (0 the 414 Q8jection, “ may not the contemplated meeting, prove, Injuriows.” [ an-
swer, by asking another Question. May not the ncxt meeting of the General Assembly
of the Presbyterian Church or of the Convention of the Episcopal Churt:h, prove Injuri-
vus to the Intercsts of Religion? Surely they may. Itis possible. If they should get in-
10 a violent quarrel, and abusc onc another, acting in all things contrary to their Christian
Character and Profession, it would :ertainly be highly injurious to the common intercsts
of Religion. Yet would it not be absurd to urge such a possibility against pious and
learncd Men meeting together in a Church Judicatory. And so fifty other guestions
cqually applicable, may be asked. But isit likely, or presumable within the Bounds of
Christian Charity, thata public mecting of respectable and pious Brethren of all denomi-
nations of the Church of Christ, mecting together, in a solemn and serious manner, for the
cxpress purpose of forming a plan to promote the glory of God, by sending his gospel to
the Ends of the Earth,and thus publishing the benefits of redceming Love, to those who
sit in darkness and the shadow of death, should prove Injurious,~injurious to whom?
Certuinly not to the great Cause of gospel light and knowledge. No. It rust arise {rom
a fear “ of being charged with Oastenrarion.” I must set this objection down along side that
of the fear of Jealousy of Rivalry.

But if the Bible Socicty of Philadelplia, really thinks this a substantial objection, orin-
deed any of the others, they have the remedy in their own hands, there being no force upon
them to unite with thosc who approve the pious Measure. If they lhom refuse to join




us, . ¢hey will then be safe from injury. But may Inot.in Charity hope, that it is
eir local knowledge of your City, that has led them to think, that our meeting
there, from some peculiar circumstances unknown to us, may psove.injurious to your So-
clety. If.s0, thémgh I cannot now see the possibility of it, I would have used my influence,
to have hadds ip New-York, had I been informed of it in time; for I shall always be averse
from doing the Jeast injury to a Sister Society. I would rather aid and assist them all in
my power. And if this objection should still remain, I will obtain the Influence of our
Society, not to repeat it. '
If this Work is of God, and those who accept the Invitation (and I trust no other wi
are filled with & pure and holy Zeal for the great cause, which our Society have in view,
have no apprehention of ¢ any charge of Ostentation,” of “uny danger of existing Societies
dismissing their zeal, with their Delegates.” of « the Expence” that will necessarily attend
their assembling together, of ¢ the ﬁosibility of being‘ degraded by the paucity of num-
bers, or of the impression that may be made from a divigion among Bible Societies. If
the Spirit of the Gospel reigns in the Heart, all will be well. And if any of the inconve-
niences should so effectualy arise as to preveat success, or any improper Measures taken
to prevent the iment, how awfully responsible will thosc be in the great day of ac-
count. who shall them. N o
These objectioms are dangers from mere possibilities, and had the British and Farelgh
Bible Society attended to objections of this complection, and indeed of muth more foge
midable ones, when they were invited=urged—terrified—and wamned to consider the
da gloriomcmkgumr thousands, if not millions, who are at this day soundiag forth the praises
Your Managers from their Jocal situation should have beentho last @ have complained
of eltber distance or Expenee in their delegates attending. They Shaiild have waited to
hear such complaints from distant Sogleties. From the many answers 1 bave reccived,
heas of but one, already mentioned. - Bk will not the same obje:donrl:!, additon.
¢ against the meeting of the Eplsc Copvention—-the Gencral A and
ist association! Do not their Members come from the most distant parts of the

jaion’ and some vemain togeiher for o fortmight,  Will soma of the Members of vour

Board, estimate the large Sums paid outof the pubfic fuds for théir travelling Expences,
and say how many Missionaries, might be sent to vacant congregations, by means of the
aggngm amount. But what be said to the Man, who should oppose the Existence
these Judicatories for these Reasons. ¢ * 3

°
Suffer me Sir, to refer you to the lan of our Sister _ ’mmm
address to the public. It holds up w{‘di crent Ideas, « fm‘h at-preont,w
they, a great need for the exercise of this Charity (the Bible Soueﬁ
is most manifest to the impartial enquirer. Wide is the dominieh af Sin in this W
m&amma:mummm-mvm. Uihernbered millione
of the human Race are now under the influcnce | delusion op involved io

heathenish darkness. Who can contemplate the wretched outcagts of Africa, the miserable
victims of Hindoo Superstition, or the Savages of our own wildemess, enguged in their
obscene and bloody Rites mis-named Religion; and not feel the invincible peraussion, that
Christians who rejoice in the blessed hopes of the Gospel, ought ta contribute a poition
of their Substance for the purpose of sending the Messengcr of heavenly Mercy to these
benighted Nations! But ifthese objects of Charity should appear too remote to excite an
Interest in the breast of any among us, let us look at home. We are called 2 Christian
people, and with good rcason we rejoice in the light that shines around us; but there are
numbers in this highly favoured Land of ours, who have vo Bibles. In the neighbourhood
of our large Towns, on both our Eastern and Western Frontiers and among our Soldiers
and Sailors the Bibic migbt be distributed to great advantage.

Whether then we regard our Country-men or the Heathen, ge poor or the rich, we shall
scc that Providence opens a wide Field of useful labour for us, and we shall find powerful
motives to the most vigorous Exertions in bchalf of these Institutions, and as ther: is
great noed of Bible Socicty's, so there is much to encourage the hope, that our ¢*bours
shall not be in vain in the Lord. The cause which we espuuse is the cause of Heaven.
No Inatitution of Charity, that the World ever saw, have been so favoured by a gracious
Providence as these, which have for their simple and sublimic object, the universal diffusion
ofthe holy Scriptures. God smiies on this work of Luve, in which his prople are engeged.”
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" *Your last objection is « that it ie impracticable’ 1 confess this objection surpﬁzed ™e)
from want of practicable application. If we never meet together on the subject, it'cera
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tainly will b® impracticable. But as we can do it if we will, and if we should do it and
agree on some useful plan and carry it into execution, it will be practicable. But as you
have fully answered the objection yourselves by shewing how it may become practicable,
I necd gono further. The paragraph is concluded by saying, ¢ a national Institation could

‘be formed only as private ones have been, by the voluntary association of individual Cit-

izens.” And although I cannot subscribe to this doctrine, that this is the ofily mode,as I
sce and know that the contrary principle is frequently carried into execution in civil life;
yet Sir, surely your managers will not say, that Delegates from different Societies, when

‘met together, may not form a pian for just such an association, and recommend it to be

carried into Execution by the individual Members of their Societies, their Friends and
Neighbours. I have nut taken notice of your saying ¢ a Natipnal Institution,” as I pre-
sume it was a slip of the pen, as you would hardly call any voluntary association, however
enlarged their plan, a National Institution, without being constituted by the government by
Charter, in which case all the terms of it must be legal.

~Thus very Reverend and dear Sir, have 1 ?iven you my own individual opinion on your
Managers objections. I alone am answerable for them not having bad any opportunity
of conterring with more than two of our Society. And although we greatly differ as to

‘the means,] bless God that we are united in the important End we have in view. Our
'Joint object is great and glorious and though we may not arrive at maturity in one, two or
three years, let us begin and lay the foundation Stone and build thereon, as we may be

provided with materiais. The British and Foreign Bible Societies began with a compar-
atively small subscription, their success has been astonishing. We have a bright exam-

le in the Apostles, who did not confine themselves to thelr particular districts in preach-
ing the glad tidings of Salvation, but went through out all the Roman World, in Europe
Asia and Africa publishin§ to all the unsearchable Riches of Christ, in Stripes, in im-
prisonments, in tumults, in labours, in Watchings and in fasting’s.

‘We serve a kind and gracious Master and need not to despair: Paul said that he could
do all things, through Christ’s Strengthening hime—so can we. Jesus is the same yester-
day, to day, and forever. I beseech you to reflect on the State of our Western Country as
represented by Messrs. Mills and Scfxcrmerhome, in barely passing through it--consider the
wants of the Inhabitants along the Lakesw—on the Frontiers of New-York, Vermont, in
both the Canada’s, and the Eastern parts of our Continent. Hearken to the cries of Louisi-
sng, the territories along the Mississippi and up the Missouri; the Floridas and Spanish

- 'America. Cast an eye ot Pity (if not of impartial justice, for we owe them much) on the

J\borigines of our Country; and indced on all the Indian nations, from East to West, and
\ orth to South; and do not forget the West India Islands; and then say, who are suffi-
cient for these thiﬂg:! You heve just heard Pauls answer—let us Rouse our Courage
and confidence and begin the work. As some parts of‘'your objections, seem to doubt the
practicability of thc measure, from the extent of the United States, supposing the distance
too great for the Dclegates to attend—-lct me remind you of a civil Institution as a model.
The late Bank of the United States, respectcd the whole Union. The Stockholders be-
longed to every State in the United States.  They chose Managers, or rather Directors,
in every part of the States, but having the largest number in or near the City of Philadcl-
phia, they did not fail to have a quorum ever ready to transact the necessary business.
Whenever the Directors, or any of them, came from a distant State on their own business
or for pleasure, they met with us and had an opportunity of exainining into il our proceed-
ings. The Dircctors served without fec or reward for twenty years. I was one about
Eighteen, and I never heard of any complaint, jealousy of Rivalry, or uneasiness about the
Expence, or any charge of ostentation, though we have had them come from Boston and
from Georgia; but belicve we gave universal saiisfaction, though we had seven branches to
attend to and support. Bc assured Sir, that we have the highest opinion of the Zeal and
perseverance of your Society in disseminating the Gospel of the Son of God, and we have
experienced much of their success and usefulness. We value ourselves on our attach-
ment to them, and the great cause we are all engaged in, though we thus differ in the de-
tail. May the great Head of the Church enlighten us by his holy Spirit to do his will and
give usall the unity of that Spivit in the Bond of Peace. Nothing would give us more
pleasure, I must repeat it, than that you should get your plan enlarged and lay it before tho
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'zg ~ Delegates, so that we might see that you could carry it into execution, and thatyou would
take the labouring Oar on yourselves. I am confident that the most productive funds would'
not be wanting to extend your usefulness, beyond any conception you now can form of it.
A succession of important business, that your Letter found me engaged in, which could
not with propriety be delayed, has been the occasion of keeping back this reply so lang.
I have the honour to be with Sentiments of
Esteem and respect, Reverend and dear Sir;
Your Brother in the faith of Christ,
v E B.

The Right Reverend Dr. William White, President. &c. &e.

P. S. Since writing the foregoing Letter, your second Letter covering Mr. Chauncey’s
opinion came to hand, for which I am much obliged, as it shews the reason of what I have
conﬁered as an extraordinary opinion from a Lawyer, as it was stated in the address to
me ffom your Managers. It should never be forgotten in considering a written opinion,
that it is given on the.Case as stated, not as it really exists. With equal propriety, (by
only adding that the Delegates referred to, meant under cover of such meeting to plan a
Scheme for aiding and assisting the Enemy,) Mr. Chauncey might undoubted}; have giv-\
en an opinion, that if carried into execution, all would have been guilty of Treason. Iam
therefore glad for his sake, that I have seen his opinion at large. . I do not fihd therein
« that attempis to unite in a general association, are toially inconsistéht with the Spirit and
design gf the Charter,” but directly the Contrary, in these words, « still sowever, I see no
objection to arise from the Charter, to an intercommunim of Sentiments by delegates, with
other Societics for the purfiose of obtatning and imparting information and firomoting the
object of their Society.” Hadthe appointment of delegates been proposed, ¢ with liborty
to exercise any controul or make any disposition of the funds of the Society,” suchaQues-
tion would have Leen both necessagy and proper, to havé been put to Council of legal
knowledge, and such an opinion, as Mr. Chauncey’s, mitght have been given with great
propriety; but such an Idea never entered into the mind of a Member of our Society. But
even in that case, had it been added to the Question,¥ for the sole purpiose of distributing
Bibles to those who stood in need of them,’ the answerwould have been very different. As
to the second question, “ whether the monica of the Soclety cowld be legally approfiriated to
defray the Expiencea of such delegaies to a gendral Meeting,” it will scarcely bear con-
sideration. If your Managcrs, or rather any two of them, are tobe paid for going a few
hundred yards from their own Houses, to consult on so important ant pious a design, as & -
more enlarged plan for spreading the Gospel and promoting the Salvation of other humap N
Beings beside those of theirown State; they differ very much from oyr Managers, not on¢ ™
of whom has ever reccived a farthing for their cxpences, or other pertonal services since
the Institution of the society; though so scattered as to come (some of them) 50-60 and 80

Miles to a Meeting.
If the Case is otherwise with you, I should think it but prudent and wise to decline the

appointment.

On the whole, I have not met with a much stronger argument for pressing on our pumw

¢, than the legal opinion mentioned in your objections.  If your Society is so exceed-
ingly contracted in their powers by Charter, surcly we ought to scek for another Institution
on a larger scale. If your ldcas under this odjection be right, thut no funds ¢! indi-
vidual incorporated Societics, can be placed under the direction of any common Society
(and of course, of any other persons) your Managers canmat be justificd in lately sending
the 5000 French Testamerts to new Orleans, out oftheir own State, where they were put
under the direction of those not belonging to the Socicty, and the Expences of carriage
and distribution must be paid.  Surely these Bibles were part of your funds.

In the same Spirit with the objections from the Bibde Society of Philadelphia, gqfter the
above answer was wriiler, the following Letter from the Auxildary Bibdle Society of the
same City, waa received, und the subjoined answer was sent by the President of the Newa

Jersey Bible Society
’ . Philadelphia, January 18th, 1815,

Dear Sir, .
I have the honour of transmitting to you the Report of a Committee of the

Auxiliary Bible Socicty of Philadelpliia,on the three Resolutions of the New-Jerscy Bible
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Society. The Report was unanimously adopted by the board of managers, -~

With great respect, dear sir, I am, Your obedient servant,
JACKSON KEMPER.

Hon. Elias Boudinot.

The Committee to whom was refered the  Circular” of the « N ew-Jersey Bible Soci-
ety”’ dated 5th September, 1814, which was laid before the Managers of the Auxiliary
Bible Society of Philadelphia, at a special meeting held on the 24th of November, 1814,
beg leave to report, that they are of opinion that this Society ought not to concur in the
measure proposed in the said circular, principally for the following reasons. .

1. We doubt the expediency of the measure under any circumstances. What facilities
would such a Society, as is proposed in the said circular, possess for diffusing the Scrip-
tures, that are not now in operation? Would they have more knowledge of the state of
our own, or of foreign countries, or could they command greater funds, to carry their plans
into effect? Not more knowledge, for as the general association, would be compo#ed of
delegates from the different Societiesof the Union, they would posses no information, when
they come together, that they had not before. It may be objected, thatina general asso-
ciation, this knowledge, which is now diffused amongst many, would be collected and
brought fo a point, where something effectual mightgc dome. \

To this we answer, when on a recent occasion, it was made known to the Philadelphia
Bible Society, that the people of Louisiana were destitute of the Scriptures, and willing
to receive them, that society applied to her sister: societies, and very soon obtained the
sSum necessary to print a large edition of the Testament for the use of that people. We
presume that what was done by the Philadelphia Bible Society, in that case, will be done,
and with similar success, by any other society which may discover a field of charity to
which its own funds are unequal.

Whence would arise the funds of the proposed association, for itis evident, it is not de-
signed to be a mere advisory or directory body. It mus: poasess funds to answer its de-
clared objects. Would the different Sosicties be willing to place part of their fands, at the
disposal of a general society, withcut knowing the specific object to which their money
would be applied? some might, but we believe the greater number would not; or have
none to spare. How would the funds be obtained to ay the expenses of the delegates?
Wotlld we depend on individua] liberality? How parﬁnf then, would be our representation!
of would they be paid out of the generd] fund? Let us look at the probable amount; sup-
pose the delegates, one with another to travel two hundred miles to the place of meeting,

. thid abuld not be done for less than fifty dollars each; there are at present sixty-five Bible
.Societies in the United States: if they send two delegates, from each Society, and the meet-
g be aonual, there would be zn annua’ expense of six thousand five hundred dollars—half
that sum, if the meeting be biennial. Here then would be a great and possitive loss: and as
ttiz any counterbalancing advantage, it would be a matter of untried and uncertain specula

n.

. Further—is it probable that the different independent Socicties, will volunterily sing
anto the state of Auxiliaries? But, suppose they would, and are willing to give part of ihicir
funds to a general Socicty, will their charters admit ef such an appropriation!

Secondly. Were all the foregoing objections completely removed, and we know not
bqt they may—still, we decm the present a very unseasonable time, to form a general
Bitle Society. For, in the first place, God has blessed the Bible Socicties of our country
with great prosperity.  Indeced when we contrast the age and wealth of our country with
thase of Great Britain, our success will ot appear insignificant, even when compared
with that of the British & Forcign Biblc Society. Our Bible Societies arc still growing.
Scu;cely a month passes, without bringing to our cars the pleasing intelligence of the for-
mation of one or more new Socictics. | In its present form the work progresses rapidly.
Is it not hazardous then to touch the wheel that moves well, even though our benevo-
lent intention be to accelerate its motion.  If the work were at a stand, or publick feeling
ccld on the subject of Bible Socictics, we admit, it might be expedient to attemnpt to ex-
cite rencwed intercst in the work, by directing the publick attention to a grand national
estabiishment, but as this is not the casc, we deemn the attempt at present unseasonable.

3d. If our country enjoyed its wonted prosperity—'tis probable many of our citizens
would contribute liberully o a general Bible Socicty, But in the present cxhausted state
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| &'@'}Aﬂxe nation, the calls of publick charity, must and will give way to the loud and pmaiﬂi; i
! calls of domestick necessity. The present season therefore we think most inauspicious,
to attempt the organization of a general Bible Society. |
4th, With all due respect and deference for the New-Jersey Bible Society, we must fur'
ther state, that at any time, or under any circumstances, we should hesitate to approve of
the proposed method of forming the contemplated associaticn. We allude to the third of .
the resolutions accompanying their circular, which is in these words, viz. ¢ that the Presi-
“ dent do request the several Societies to give as speedy notice as may be to him of their
¢ determination; who is hereby empowered and required (whenever he shall receive the
“ approbation and appointment of delegates, for the purposes aforesaid, from twenty Soci-
“ eties, and they shall have signified their consent to the measure) to give publick notice
« éhercleof in the News-papers, and that the meeting of the delegates will be had accor-
{3 ing Y‘” '
There are now between sixty and seventy Bible Sacieties in the Union. The New-
Jersey Bible Society, propose to proceed, if the consent of less than one third of the Soci-
eties be obtained. Suppose this number should enter into the measure, more than two
thirds of the Societies standing aloof? now ailowiiig, what is hardly possible, that no un-
kind feelings, no jealousies, should arise; how would we appear in the eyes of the world?
most certainly the world would rejoice, that Bible Societies, were at last, divided!
This our opinion, is respectfully submitted: that, were all difficuldes removed, the time
suitable, and the benefits of the measure certain; it should not be attempted, until the So-
cieties very generally concurred in the measure.

(atrue copy) JACKSON KEMPER, Prest.
Burlington, January 21st. 1&15. i
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Reverend, and dear Sir.

I duly received y.ar polite Letter of the 18th Instant, inform-
ing, that you transmitted me a rcport of the Auxiliary Bible Society of Philadelphia on the
three resolutions of our Society in this State. mat._ms my surprise on reading tho
enclosure to find that it was a report of a Coemmittee of the Managers of the Society mads
and adopted by themselves, but not containing.-any evidence thatgz had been agreed to by
the Society, or that they had any knowledge of the business. The Bible Socicty of New -
Jersey addressed the individual Societies in the toion,and they had imagined,that od the
principles of common politeness, they had a right to expect an answer from each Soci:-
ty: however, I am much pleased to find, that though we differ in the means, we all ‘ﬁ’.‘“ s
unanimously in endeavouring to accomplish the same invaluable e:.d, o . &

I really am sorry tosee so much time and labour spentto find o». reasons for not come .
plying with the proposition of our Society, most of which appear tc tne to be foreigntothe .
design in view, when their decent refusal would have answere¢ every purpose. There .
isbut one or two that scem relevant to the business, and neither ¢fchem avre properly sta-
ted. Asto the expense, had it been stated, that it the delegates should come on an aver-
age 1000 Miles instead of 200 the cxpences might have been increased five-fold, but I can-
not conceive why the Managers of such an institution, if the framers of the Constitution
should think it otherwisc too expensive, might not be chosen within 10, 20, or 50 Miles of
the place of Meeting. 1have been a Trustec of the College of New-Jersey nearly forty
years, and have attended at Princeton generally twice ina year. I have been a Director
of the Bank of the United States nearly 20 years. A mcmber of the Corporation of the gen-
cral Assembly of the Presbyterian Church. A Trustee of the widow's fund. one of the
committee of Missions, and a Member of the Bible Socicty. I never received a farthing
for my attendance or expences ofany onc of them in my life, nor te my knowledge did one
of my collcagues. Now is the disscminating the word of cternal lite, among those who
are perishing lor lack of divine knowledge in the unenlighteiicd coricrs of the earth, of
such a nature, that the servants of our common Lord and Master must be tempted (v his
service by pecuniary rewards? |

The other reason is, as to the time. As your Managers appear to apprchend it, T have l
no doubt they esteem it well founded; but some of us have been of opinion, from happy
cxperience, that this is the very time to call the publick attention to measures of this nature.

A thorough conviction of the transitory nature of carthly things, and the uncertainty of the
riches of this world. softens the hearts of the people, and leads them to imitate the unjust
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«+* 'The plan must be digested, well understood, and reported to the different Societies for
their consideration, must be approved and confirmed, organized, and funds raised; this
will take time; the sooner it is began the sooner will it be carried into effect. Ifyou will
examine into the conduct of some good and wise men in the kingdom of great Britain,
especially if you will read the Reverend Mr. Dealtry’s excellent answer to Professor
Wordsworths observations on the British and Foreign Bible Society, you will find many
of your objections fully answered, and I must observe, that if objections of a similar nature
with those of your Managers, had been of force with that miraculous Society, a consider-
able part of éhe worl? now rejoicing in the knowledge of the gospel of the Son of God,
would still have been oppressed with heathenish darkness. Blessed be God, they regard-
ed them not, but pressec on in their Masters service, through good report amd evil report.
But my dear Sir, we here cordially join you in opinion, that if your Society: entertain the
same opinion with your Managers, under their misapprehension of the busfxiihs, you ought
to refuse to accept our invitation, we do not wish that a single Society should unite with
us, thatis even luke warm in a work of so much moment. Besides talent and influence,
we want zeal, fervour, activity, and perseverance. We hope and depend upon having your
best wishes and your earnest prayers, for our success in this undertaking for the benefit of
our fellow men, asit is the same cause we are all engaged in, and the same gracious Mas-
ter we are.desirous to serve.

We cannot have a meeting without the agreement of 20 Societies, but if only ten, or even'
five had been the limitation, and there was a prospect of sufficient funds, I should have
had no hesitation in proceeding, and should not fear any evil arising from an Idea « that
Bible Societies were at last divided.” Your Managers acknowlédge that there is already a
division of between 60 and 70 Bible Societies in the Union,”’ and I beleive that neither
¢ unkind feelings nor Jealousies’ have yet taken place, And Iam delighted to mention,
that I do not believe such a consequence has in the least degree, followed the establishing
your Auxiliary Bible Society, though that of Philadelphia was so well established before
your institution, and they might with equal propriety have asked, ¢ Waat facilitica would
auch a Society possess for diffusing the Seriptures that are not now in opievation”? These
Sir,are my own individual sentiments, but I shall lay your Letter before our Society, when-
ever they meet, and transmit their doings ghereon.

) e I hayve the honour to be &c. &c.

+ * The Reverend Jackson Kemper &c. ke, ELIAS BOUDINOT.
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w by ¢ making to themselves friends of the mammon of unrighteousness. But St
our Managers have not considered that this business cannot be effected in a day or a year: -






