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- TOTHE OBJECTIONS &. -

. ua

AT the Annual Meeting of the New-Jersey Bible Society; ut the o
city of Burlington, on the last Wednesday in August, 1814:---It wag -

Resolved, .

First, That in the opinion of this Society, it would greatly promote the accomplish-
. ment of the important purposes for which the Bible Societies in the United States hawe as«
sociated, if a union of them all, could be obtained by an annual or biennial meetifiy of-dele-
gates, to be appointed by the Societies in each State, at some central place to be
upon, to conduct the interests of the whole, where they respect the distribution ¥ the-
Sacred Scriptures beyond the limits of particular States, or in case, where a Society in a
State cannot furnish so many as are wanted, -

Second. That the President of the Board of Managers be, and he'is hereby aunthorized
by this Society, to send a copp-of the foregoing resolution to the Bible Societies in each
State, with a circular letter directed to the President of each Society, requesting him ta
lay the said resolution before his Society as soon as-possible, trusting that it will command
their full and serious attention; and if agreeable to them, that they will s; prove the same, |
and appoint.at least two delegates,.oither of whom moy rcnresent <ic 3ociety, t» meet at *
Philadelphia on the Monday preceding the t%inI Wo o Ia;:: in Me ¢ next, at 30’Clock in
the afternoon of the same day, with fall pe-/:is 40 <.gest and form a plasi i+ a well o
ized and constituted Body, to be called « Zi.e General Association ¢f the Bible Societice in
¢he United States,” or such other name or titis as muy be agreed upon, for the purpose of
disseminating the Scriptures of the Old snd New Testamen, weordin%to the approved
version, without Note or Comment, in places beyond the limit: of.the United States; or
within them, where the State Societies in any one of them, should be unabie, from any
cﬁi‘emammme whatever, to supply their wants, ar where there should not be a Society in

t‘te. ‘

Third. That the President do request the several Societies to give as speedy notice as
may be, to him, of their determination; who is hereby empowered and required, (whenevar
he shall receive the approbation and appointment of delegates, for the purposes aforeszid,
from twenty Societies, and the§alnll have signified their consent to the measure,) te give
mﬁck n:ltii:a' thereof in the Newspapers, and that the meeting of the delegates will be

accordingiy . -

(A true Copy ) o
| ELIAS BOUDINOT President.

A Copy of thes¢ Resolutions were seit to she Bible Society of Philadelphia, and to the

other Socleties in the Union. _
The President of the Bible Society of NewJersey, soon after recgived the foliowing

" Letter from the President of the Bible Society of Philadelphia.
Philadeliphia, Dec. 14. 181¢.

Dear Sir;
With this, there will be delivered to you a communication from
the Bible 8ocizty of Philadelphia, signzd by me as their President, and addressed to you as . .
President of the Bible Society of Ncw-Jerscy. This contained the Objections, which have
bosn sent tothe difforent Biblo Socisties in the United States. In addition to the Con-




- thought expedien:t.

|

|

tents of the said Instrument and the reference to the design intended in it, of sending cir-
cular Copies to the other Societirs in the United States, I am instructed to inform you,

~that there will be a delay of those Copies for the space of three weeks, in order to give

time for consequent communications qfthe Society over which you preside, should any be
- Tam, Sir, very respectfully,
- Your Fiumble Servant,
- WILLIAM WHITE.
To this Letter the following Answer was sent.

. Burlington, January. 1815.
Right Reverend, and dear Sir. |
, o ' Your polite letter of the 14 th Instant covering the addvess
of the Managers of the Bible Society of Philadelphia, containing their objections to the
resolutions of the Bible Society of New-Jersey inclosed in my circular of the 5th Septem-
ber last came safe to hand. Those objections have commanded that close atteation, con-
sideration, and reflection, that they were entitled to, from the respectable Source from
which they came. The more so, as I consider myzelf a member for Life of that impor-
tant and useful Society. I rejoice that ¢ any difference that exists between our Societies,
relates only to the means most proper for adoption”. I have no doubt; of the most har-
monipus Union, as to the invaluable End of our pursuits.

While I admire the ingenuity, and labour spent on these objections, I cannot discover
any part of them that applies to the suhstance of our resolutions, or the subject matter of
my circular Letter. Indeed I have spent considerable time to find out, what is design-
7} by them; my knowledge of your respectable Society will not sufferme to suppose that
rhry are inimical to the Meeting of the Friends of Zion, to consult togetk: ~v for the wel-
fare of ‘m.wvial Souls.

Hrwever, Uwill withall convenient speed do my duty, by calling a Meeting of our Board
of Managers, though at this inclcment Stasci of the year; and lay your letter with its on-
closire sefore them, and advise you of the »esult as soon as I can. But the Managers
are so dispersed whrough the State, that it will be impracticable to accomplish this in the
time you mentisn, and I can see no advantage, in your delaying the sending the objections
as you pa:sose, without ceremony. We cannot for a moment suppose, that Men of sound
minds, a -havini.?roper zeal for the glory of God and the spread of the Gospel of his
beloved Son, can be prevented from pursuing the object recommended by our Society,
by objections so foreign from the purpose they have in view. Had the Delegates alrea-
dy met, and had ¢ reguler plan before them for consideration, and objections, applicable
to such plam had bear: urged by your Delegates, all would have been perfectly right. But
what is it, that the aocic:ﬁ:f New-Jersey have proposed. ¢ That thinking it their duty to
uso all the meuns in their power, to promote the great objects of their association, and
conceiving that the greatest union ot Christians of every profession in so desirable a cause
promised most success in the undertaking, they take up the subject and after full consids
eration, determine, that in their opinion, it would greatly promote the accomplishment of
the important purposes for which, Bible Sccicties have associated, if a union of them could
be obtained, by the meecting of Delegates to conduct the common Interests of the whole,
where they respect the distribution of the Sacred Scriptures deyond the limite of th» United
Siates, or where a aocicty in @ State cannot furrish as many as are wanted™. They then
direct their President to make this opinion known to their Sister Societies throughout the
Union, and to request a meeting of Delegates with full powers to digest and establish a
system for this purpose.

Are these objcctions then calculated to deny that this was the opinion of the New-Jer-
sey Society? If not, do they go to shew, that there is any impropriety in Delegates confer-
ring togcther and endeavouring to furm a plan of §rcater usefulness in the Lords Vineyard,
or to gromote on a larger scale the knowledge of the Sacred Scriptures and th¢ propaga-
tion of the words of eternal life? 1 cannot think they would undertake to ascertin before-
hand, what course the Delegates when met would pursue for this great purpose, or wheth-
er they would agree on any other, than what is already established. It can then be only
the opinion of our socizty, individually considered, that they mean to dispute. If so, this
can answer no valuable End, and it will be scarcely worth while, to anticipate that which
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