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BeHoLD THE TTARS OF SUCH A$ WERE OP-
PRESSED, AND THEY HAD NO COMFORTER ;
AND ON THE SIDE OF THEIR OPPRESSORS
THERE WAS POWER, BUT THEY HAD NO
COMFORTER, EccLEs1asTES iv. 1. 8.

REMEMBER HCAVEN HAS AN AVENGING ROD;
To sMiTE THE PoorR 1s TREASON AGAINST
Gonb. . CowPER.
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To the American Reader.

"I‘HE following dilcourfe on a fubjed, which en-
grofles the attention of the HUMANE, being ex-
ceedmgay {carce n this country, and very great en-
quiry made after it, by many who have heard of it ;
it has been fuggefted, that an American 1mprc!Tdn of
the fame, wound prove highly acceptable to the man of
Bencvslence, and the real Coriflran.  The publication
of fuch excellent performances. which convey fenti-
ments, fo eminently calculated for the general diffuii-
on of genuine liberty, and univerfal happinefs, appears
more than ever neceffary in the UNITED STATES®*. —
A certoin writer with much propriety remarks; thay
““ it is a matter of real furpn!fc), for a free peoph vo

luntarily to become the importers of SLAVES.” Not
only reafon and juftice, but the rclxgmn of the bible,
enjoin a different conduct ; and to continue a cuttom
fo contrary to their injunctions, is no great preof

f found political wifdom, or vital piety.

That the time may fpeedily arrive, when each ftat
will be compelled 10 Tet the haplefs African fleep un-
diiturbed upon his native fhore, 1s the fervent vraver
of THousanDs! The Pcet beautifully fings,

<< Freedom, fair frecdsm, prang Jrom heav n. 4
““ By th: sUPREME to AL L 'twas giv'n.”

A free circulation of fuch ingenuous produdtions,
mmt grcatly contribute towards helping forward one
of the noblelt of undertakings, determined vpon by
increafing numbers—never to let the fubjel drop, until a
imfﬁ Jo difgrace fd/ to human nature, and repugnant 1
the whole j}/?em of revealed Truth, is wholly exploded by
an ACT c/ CONGRESS.

* Lafl Auguft, in the neu'[papers of (GEORGIA, were
Jeveral advertifemcnts, offering for public fale, the unsgf-
cl‘(,/{}lﬂ' Qonb m](/ I)mwhtexﬁ Qf devited AFPIC 4! ! '



SERMON, &c
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Exopn. xxi. 16.

HE THAT STEALETII A MAN AND 3ELLETH
H1M, OR IF HE BE FOUND IN HIS HAND,
HE SHALL SURELY BE PUT TO DEATH.

TO adore our Almighty Maker, to confide
in the Lord Redeemer, and to exercife
gcnuine benevolence towards all mankind; mani-
feftlr include both our duir and happinefs in ihe
prefeat frate. To the firft we are bound as rea-
iu-ole creatures ; to the fecond, we are encou-
raged by the gofpel, as perifhing finners ; and
to the laft we are obliged as focial beings, fur-
rounded with multitudes of our own {pecies.---
Te promote this worfhip of God our Creator,
thie confidence in Chrift the Redeemer, and this
cord:al affetion for our neighbours, is the great
end of an cvangelical miniftry, and of all divine
mntic tions that are of a religious kind. For this
end 17c we now :wlembled ; and to plead the
caufe uf moral wiice, of true benevolence, and
of co.npzflica, relstive to the poor opprefled
Afcicany, I have read tha. part of facred writ
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4 Commerce in Man, and Weft-India Slavery,
which is now before us. Yes, my brethren, 1
now {tand to bear a public teftimony againft that
diverfified iniquity, which is infeparable from a
commerce in the human fpecics---that commerce
which is called the Slave-Trade, together with
its numerous and horrid confequences.

That flavery azainft which I am going to plead
is not of a civil er political kind, but entirely of
a perfonal nature. For though it is much to be
wifhed that liberty, in a civil and political fenfe,
may be enjoved and flourifl.. without licentiouf-
nefs, in all the nations of the earth; yet I ne-
ver thought fubjets of that nature proper to be
difcufled in the nulpit, and efpecialy oun the
Lord’s cay. DBut the exercife of moral juftice,
of bencvnlence, and of humanity, being enforced
by every principle of evangelical wruth ; an en-
deavour to promote thofe virtuous affections tc-
ward our extremely degraded and opprefled fc!-
low-creatures, the Negroes, muft be completely
confiftent with the coimmands of divine law, the
grace of the gloricu: gofpel, and the folemni-
ties of public worfhip.

It may be proper for me here to remark, that
it i1s not again(t perfonal flavery, as abfolutely,
uniyverfaily, and io every poflible cafe, evil, that
I am going to fpeak. Dy no means. For a man
may fo viclate the laws and rights of fociety, as
Juftly to forfeit his liberty ; as to dcferve flave-
ry---flavery, in a ftri€t and proper fenfe---that
he may be an example to others, and compene
fate, as far as lies in his power, the injuries done
to focicty by an abufe of his own liberty, Yet



Abkorrent fram Divine Revelatisn, 5

even in this cale, the holdirg of his pofleritys
not guilty f fimilar crimes, in a fiate of flave-
1v, would be a flagrant violation of juftice. Itis
then, againft the fiezling, the purchafing, and
the erflaving of innocert perfons, that 1 intend
to ar_uae---innsocent, nct in a moral, but 1n a
civil {onle. For if we confider ourfelves as the
fabr. s of Jehovanh’s moral government, we are
ail guiliv 1 we ail deferve o perifh, and lie at
hiz merev: nor would any man have the leaft
cround of complaint againft the divine condudt,
were ¢ternal juftice to plunge him in final ruin:
But with regard to that relation in which men
ftand to a {ccular fovereign, and as members of
civil fociety, the cafe is widely dificrent. For
here thcy may be iiwocent ; and, b:ing fo, are
compietely entitled to perfonal freedom.

In purivance of my defign, I fhall now fhow,
That the law ia our text, though given to the
ancient Hebrews as a body politic, proceeds on
a moral ground---That though God, in certain
cafts, permitted the Hraelites to purchafe their
feilow-creatures for fervitude 3 yet that purchafe
and {orvitude were attended with fuch reftricti-
ons, as rendered them effentially diiferent from
the European Slave-Trade and its conlequenees.
That fuppofing God had permitted the Ifraelit-
ifh people to waflic in the huaman (pecies, and
to enflave the Gentiles in a much greater degree
than he did s 1t wouid not have warranted the
condult of Europeans toward the Africans.---
And, that the Evropean commerce 'n man, and
the flavery confequent upon ity are abfolotely in=
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6 Ccmmerce e Man, and Weft-Indic Slavery,

imical to the precepts of Jefus Chrift, and the
whole tenor of his doétrine.

FirsT, The law in our text, though given tr
the ancient Hebrews as a bedy politic, procesds
en a moral ground.

That no great labour of proof is neceflary to
evince the truth of this propofition, a fiali de-
gree of refleCticn will fthow. For theugh the

divine law before us was manifeftly given to the,

Ifraclites, as part of their judiciai code, and
was iatended to regulate their condudt one to-
wards another ; yet it no lefs apparently proceeds
on the fame principle with that prohibition of
the decalogue, Thou flalt not feal. So Paul,
with reference perhaps to this very paflage, fays,
The law 15 not made for a righteous man, but for
-—-murderers of fathers and murderers of mothers,
Sfor manflayers, for whoremongens, for them that
defile themfelves with mankiud, for MEN-STEAL-
ERS, for licrs, for perjured perfons.  DMan-fieal-
ing is here clafled with fuch crimes as are moit
detcftable in the fight of God, moft pernicious
to {ociety and moft deferving of dcath by the
fword of the civil magiftrate. Manftealing, there-
fore, muft be confidered as a moral evil---univer-
faliy evil, in every age and in every nation. Nor
is it only an evil, but one of the firlt magnitude
againft our neighbour. If he who pilfers any
one’s property, fteals a theep, robs on the high
road, or comunits a burglary, be confidered and

treated as a thief, a robber, a peft of fociety ;.

of what euwormous villainy muft he be guilty,
who kidraps my honeft neighbour, my faithful
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Abbsrrent from Divine Revelaticn. ’

fcrvant, my dutiful child, or my affeltionate
wife, to tranfport the one or the other to 2
country entirely unknown, and never thence to
return !  Thic outrage on the facred rights of
liberty, of juftice, and of humanity, is greatly
enhanced, if that worft of thieves intend, either
tc treat them himfelf as the moft abjet of flaves,
Iike thofe in the Britith Weft-Indies; or tc fell
them for that moft infamous and cruel purpofe.
In either of thefe cafes, and much more when
both are united, reafon and confcience, the coms-
men fenidments and feelings of mankind, will
all unite, if not debauched by avarice, or blunted
by habit, in approving this law of Jehovah as
jalts He that flealeth a man and felletlb him, or
¢ he be feund in bi; hand, HE sHALL SURELY
BE PUT TO DFATH. Nor is there a man upon
earth, not ¢ven among thofe who are grown hoa-
ry in the trade ¢cf manftealing, or of bartering
*“ brandy and baubles” for human fleth and
blood ; that would not execrate the chara&ter of

"him to whofe power or fubtilty he had fallen

a victim for fimilar purpofes, and that would rot
pronounce him worthy of death. |

Now, il this law of the I.ord, given to the
ancient FHebrews, be founded on a firi&tly moral
principle; if it reft on the broad bafis of com-
mon rectitnde, of juftice, and of humanity ; as
the manftealer himfo!f deferves to die for his flas
gitious crime, the purchafer of thofe who are be-
come the victims of his avarice, cannot be ace
counted innocents Tnnnoent ! Far from it! For
his knewn, or, at lealt, fuppefid readinefs to






































































































