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To the American Reader.

"I‘HE following dilcourfe on a fubjed, which en-
grofles the attention of the HUMANE, being ex-
ceedmgay {carce n this country, and very great en-
quiry made after it, by many who have heard of it ;
it has been fuggefted, that an American 1mprc!Tdn of
the fame, wound prove highly acceptable to the man of
Bencvslence, and the real Coriflran.  The publication
of fuch excellent performances. which convey fenti-
ments, fo eminently calculated for the general diffuii-
on of genuine liberty, and univerfal happinefs, appears
more than ever neceffary in the UNITED STATES®*. —
A certoin writer with much propriety remarks; thay
““ it is a matter of real furpn!fc), for a free peoph vo

luntarily to become the importers of SLAVES.” Not
only reafon and juftice, but the rclxgmn of the bible,
enjoin a different conduct ; and to continue a cuttom
fo contrary to their injunctions, is no great preof

f found political wifdom, or vital piety.

That the time may fpeedily arrive, when each ftat
will be compelled 10 Tet the haplefs African fleep un-
diiturbed upon his native fhore, 1s the fervent vraver
of THousanDs! The Pcet beautifully fings,

<< Freedom, fair frecdsm, prang Jrom heav n. 4
““ By th: sUPREME to AL L 'twas giv'n.”

A free circulation of fuch ingenuous produdtions,
mmt grcatly contribute towards helping forward one
of the noblelt of undertakings, determined vpon by
increafing numbers—never to let the fubjel drop, until a
imfﬁ Jo difgrace fd/ to human nature, and repugnant 1
the whole j}/?em of revealed Truth, is wholly exploded by
an ACT c/ CONGRESS.

* Lafl Auguft, in the neu'[papers of (GEORGIA, were
Jeveral advertifemcnts, offering for public fale, the unsgf-
cl‘(,/{}lﬂ' Qonb m](/ I)mwhtexﬁ Qf devited AFPIC 4! ! '
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Exopn. xxi. 16.

HE THAT STEALETII A MAN AND 3ELLETH
H1M, OR IF HE BE FOUND IN HIS HAND,
HE SHALL SURELY BE PUT TO DEATH.

TO adore our Almighty Maker, to confide
in the Lord Redeemer, and to exercife
gcnuine benevolence towards all mankind; mani-
feftlr include both our duir and happinefs in ihe
prefeat frate. To the firft we are bound as rea-
iu-ole creatures ; to the fecond, we are encou-
raged by the gofpel, as perifhing finners ; and
to the laft we are obliged as focial beings, fur-
rounded with multitudes of our own {pecies.---
Te promote this worfhip of God our Creator,
thie confidence in Chrift the Redeemer, and this
cord:al affetion for our neighbours, is the great
end of an cvangelical miniftry, and of all divine
mntic tions that are of a religious kind. For this
end 17c we now :wlembled ; and to plead the
caufe uf moral wiice, of true benevolence, and
of co.npzflica, relstive to the poor opprefled
Afcicany, I have read tha. part of facred writ
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4 Commerce in Man, and Weft-India Slavery,
which is now before us. Yes, my brethren, 1
now {tand to bear a public teftimony againft that
diverfified iniquity, which is infeparable from a
commerce in the human fpecics---that commerce
which is called the Slave-Trade, together with
its numerous and horrid confequences.

That flavery azainft which I am going to plead
is not of a civil er political kind, but entirely of
a perfonal nature. For though it is much to be
wifhed that liberty, in a civil and political fenfe,
may be enjoved and flourifl.. without licentiouf-
nefs, in all the nations of the earth; yet I ne-
ver thought fubjets of that nature proper to be
difcufled in the nulpit, and efpecialy oun the
Lord’s cay. DBut the exercife of moral juftice,
of bencvnlence, and of humanity, being enforced
by every principle of evangelical wruth ; an en-
deavour to promote thofe virtuous affections tc-
ward our extremely degraded and opprefled fc!-
low-creatures, the Negroes, muft be completely
confiftent with the coimmands of divine law, the
grace of the gloricu: gofpel, and the folemni-
ties of public worfhip.

It may be proper for me here to remark, that
it i1s not again(t perfonal flavery, as abfolutely,
uniyverfaily, and io every poflible cafe, evil, that
I am going to fpeak. Dy no means. For a man
may fo viclate the laws and rights of fociety, as
Juftly to forfeit his liberty ; as to dcferve flave-
ry---flavery, in a ftri€t and proper fenfe---that
he may be an example to others, and compene
fate, as far as lies in his power, the injuries done
to focicty by an abufe of his own liberty, Yet



Abkorrent fram Divine Revelatisn, 5

even in this cale, the holdirg of his pofleritys
not guilty f fimilar crimes, in a fiate of flave-
1v, would be a flagrant violation of juftice. Itis
then, againft the fiezling, the purchafing, and
the erflaving of innocert perfons, that 1 intend
to ar_uae---innsocent, nct in a moral, but 1n a
civil {onle. For if we confider ourfelves as the
fabr. s of Jehovanh’s moral government, we are
ail guiliv 1 we ail deferve o perifh, and lie at
hiz merev: nor would any man have the leaft
cround of complaint againft the divine condudt,
were ¢ternal juftice to plunge him in final ruin:
But with regard to that relation in which men
ftand to a {ccular fovereign, and as members of
civil fociety, the cafe is widely dificrent. For
here thcy may be iiwocent ; and, b:ing fo, are
compietely entitled to perfonal freedom.

In purivance of my defign, I fhall now fhow,
That the law ia our text, though given to the
ancient Hebrews as a body politic, proceeds on
a moral ground---That though God, in certain
cafts, permitted the Hraelites to purchafe their
feilow-creatures for fervitude 3 yet that purchafe
and {orvitude were attended with fuch reftricti-
ons, as rendered them effentially diiferent from
the European Slave-Trade and its conlequenees.
That fuppofing God had permitted the Ifraelit-
ifh people to waflic in the huaman (pecies, and
to enflave the Gentiles in a much greater degree
than he did s 1t wouid not have warranted the
condult of Europeans toward the Africans.---
And, that the Evropean commerce 'n man, and
the flavery confequent upon ity are abfolotely in=
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6 Ccmmerce e Man, and Weft-Indic Slavery,

imical to the precepts of Jefus Chrift, and the
whole tenor of his doétrine.

FirsT, The law in our text, though given tr
the ancient Hebrews as a bedy politic, procesds
en a moral ground.

That no great labour of proof is neceflary to
evince the truth of this propofition, a fiali de-
gree of refleCticn will fthow. For theugh the

divine law before us was manifeftly given to the,

Ifraclites, as part of their judiciai code, and
was iatended to regulate their condudt one to-
wards another ; yet it no lefs apparently proceeds
on the fame principle with that prohibition of
the decalogue, Thou flalt not feal. So Paul,
with reference perhaps to this very paflage, fays,
The law 15 not made for a righteous man, but for
-—-murderers of fathers and murderers of mothers,
Sfor manflayers, for whoremongens, for them that
defile themfelves with mankiud, for MEN-STEAL-
ERS, for licrs, for perjured perfons.  DMan-fieal-
ing is here clafled with fuch crimes as are moit
detcftable in the fight of God, moft pernicious
to {ociety and moft deferving of dcath by the
fword of the civil magiftrate. Manftealing, there-
fore, muft be confidered as a moral evil---univer-
faliy evil, in every age and in every nation. Nor
is it only an evil, but one of the firlt magnitude
againft our neighbour. If he who pilfers any
one’s property, fteals a theep, robs on the high
road, or comunits a burglary, be confidered and

treated as a thief, a robber, a peft of fociety ;.

of what euwormous villainy muft he be guilty,
who kidraps my honeft neighbour, my faithful
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fcrvant, my dutiful child, or my affeltionate
wife, to tranfport the one or the other to 2
country entirely unknown, and never thence to
return !  Thic outrage on the facred rights of
liberty, of juftice, and of humanity, is greatly
enhanced, if that worft of thieves intend, either
tc treat them himfelf as the moft abjet of flaves,
Iike thofe in the Britith Weft-Indies; or tc fell
them for that moft infamous and cruel purpofe.
In either of thefe cafes, and much more when
both are united, reafon and confcience, the coms-
men fenidments and feelings of mankind, will
all unite, if not debauched by avarice, or blunted
by habit, in approving this law of Jehovah as
jalts He that flealeth a man and felletlb him, or
¢ he be feund in bi; hand, HE sHALL SURELY
BE PUT TO DFATH. Nor is there a man upon
earth, not ¢ven among thofe who are grown hoa-
ry in the trade ¢cf manftealing, or of bartering
*“ brandy and baubles” for human fleth and
blood ; that would not execrate the chara&ter of

"him to whofe power or fubtilty he had fallen

a victim for fimilar purpofes, and that would rot
pronounce him worthy of death. |

Now, il this law of the I.ord, given to the
ancient FHebrews, be founded on a firi&tly moral
principle; if it reft on the broad bafis of com-
mon rectitnde, of juftice, and of humanity ; as
the manftealer himfo!f deferves to die for his flas
gitious crime, the purchafer of thofe who are be-
come the victims of his avarice, cannot be ace
counted innocents Tnnnoent ! Far from it! For
his knewn, or, at lealt, fuppefid readinefs to
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buy unoiending {llow-creatures, is generally the
principal metive to the commitlion of the horrid
theft. Therc is a vulgar faying, ¢ 1f there were
no reccivers, there wouid be no thieves.” It s
cn the principic of that old obirrvation the cri-

iinal law of this country procesds, in puo.fh-
10g the purchafers of ftolen goods, knowing them
to be flolen: and it is much to be lamented, that
this part of our criminal ¢cde thould have no
force, relative to Britith {ubjelts, who purchafe
on the coafts of Africa, not a littde defpicable
property, but innocent perfons, knowing, or hav-
ing the higheft poflible prefumptive reafon to
believe, that they were ftolen! How infulting
to moral juftice, and how afironting to comnion
fcnle, that thefe very perfons whe, in England,
would be flogged at the cart’s til, or perhaps
tranfported to Botany Bay, for fecretly purchat-
ing five fhillings worth of property, knowing it
to have been ftolen, fhould have it in their pow-
er publicly to buy and fell whole familics of fto-
len, innocent Africans, with complete impuni-
ty, and without violating any prohibitory law
of the land! As if reGtitude and robbery were
local things! the forwer lofing its refpeétability,
and the latter its wuspitude, whenever the li-
berty and the lives of harmlefs Negroes become
the ovje&t of Britith avarice!  Or as if it were
equally confiftent with private juftice and nati-

onal honour, attually to fit out a nuamber cof

thips, furnithed with manacles, chains, and fet-
ters, for cargoes of harmlefs men and women ;
av it s for th' Greenland traders to equip others,

e e e et et et e
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for the capturing and ftowage of ail that is va-
luable in whales and feals !---It being apparent
then, that the law under confideration refts on
a morai ground, I fhall proceed to thow,

SeEcoNDLY, That though Ged, in certain cafes,
permiltesd the Ifraelites to purchafe their fellsw-
creatnres for jorvitude ; yet that purchafe and fei-
vitude were aitended with fuch reftrictions, as
rcadered theri eflentially different from the Eurs-
rean Slave-Trade and its confequences.

There were two cafes in which an Ifraclite
himfcif might, according to divine law, bz [old
into a ftate of fervitude. Thefe were, thoft and
tnfolveincy.  Relative to the former, the Mofaic
ftatute runs thus: If a man fball fleal an ox, or
a frcep, and kid ity or fell it ; he fball refiere
Jfive ¢xen for an ox, and four fhecp for a fliche-=
If a thief have nothing, then ke fbail te feld for
his theft*.  Here it is manifeft the laws of the
Hecbrews had fuch a regard for perfonal free-
dom, that even a thicf was not confidercd as a
proper fubjc&t of fale and fervitude, except he
was unable to make the appointed reftiturion.

‘The Mofaic ftatutes permitied infolvent debt-
ers to be fold for the benefit of their creditors :
but then the fervitude to which fuch debtors
were obliged, was far from being oppreflive and
ciucl.  Tor-thus runs the law of the cafe : %
thy brctler that dwelleth by thee be waxen pesr,
ard be fold unto thee ; thou fbalt nct compel bin
!y jerve @i @ BOND-SERVANT, but as an HIRLD

-
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fervant, aid as a fepournery he fhall be with thee,
and ﬁﬁtzl:’vﬁ’rve thee to the vear of jubile ; and then
frall Fe depart from theey both pe and Ms chiliren
with himy cnd /f‘?lz' return unto pis ewn family,
aind wits the pafjcfiions of pis father foail he returing
Foa [halt not ru"c’ cver bim with KIGOR, hut foalt
fear oy Ged* So ftri€ily, in this cale, did the
divine law guard againft {cverity and oppredicn
in the fervitude ! Befides, the duration of that
tervitude, buth in regard to theft and infolvency,
ras at the longelt exprefsly limited 1o fix years.
For thus it is written 1 /f thou buy an Hebrew
vant, fix years fhall be ferve ; and in the fe-
n.ﬁ be fhal lgr st free for mothing.  Nay, re-
fm &ing thofe who had been fold for debe, it s
in another place, enalted : HHhea thon fendefr bim
ut firee from theee, thou fbalt not iet him go away
empty i thou Jhalt furnifh bhim Literally out of thy
Jlacky, and cut of thy flacr, and cut of thy cvine-
Frefe s of that wherewith the Lord thy God hath
blefed theey thou fhalt give unto him.+ How dit-
fcrent all this from the laws rclating to flavery
in the Weft-India iflands ! It is evident, there-
fore, that the fervitude to which any of Abra-
ham’s natural pofterity were cxpofed, was not,
pmmrly fpeaking, flavery ; and much lefs was
1t fimilar to that which is endurcd by many theu-
fands of Negrocs in our fugar iflands.
Tlic ftate and circumftances of certain Gen-

t
3.

* Levs xxv. 3G---43. Sce 2 Kings iv. 1.
Alatte xviile 24, 25,
1T Exod. axto 2, Dewt, Xv. 12--e15,
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tiles among the ancient Hebrews, now claim our
ferious confideration ; becaufe the fituation ot
thofe Heathens, anl the Mofaic law refpeciing
them, afford the moft plaufible argumcnt that
can be deduced from the Scripture, in favor of
Weft-India flavery Relative to this ca’e the law
of Jehovah fays: Both thy bondmen aund thy bond-
ymaidsy which thou foalt bave, fball be of the Hea-
then that are round about you , of them fdall ye
buy bondmen and bondmaids. Morcsver, of ths
childrea of the flrangers that do fojourn among
yauy of them fhall ye buy, and of their families that
arc with you, which they begat in your land.¥--~
On tlis divine ftattte it may be remarked, that
it di1d not require, but only permi?, the lirael-
ites to purchafe Heathens for. a iower degree of
fervitude than that in which any Hebrew mishe
be employed. That is, if they held bond. fer-
vants at all, thofe meaneft of iervants muflt be
had from among the Gentiles. This law did
not warrant the Ifraclites to go by fea or land to
a far diftant country, as the flave-merchants now
do, to purchafe their fellow-creatures for fervi-
tude ; but ordered, if they wade any fuch pur-
chaie, that it fhould be either of the firangers
who {ojourned among them; or of the petty
Heathen flates that werc around them. The
bondfesvice permitt:d by this law, could not,
with the lcaft appearance cf reafon, be fo un-
derftood by the Hebrews, as to think themfelves
warranted to exerciic oppreflion and cruelty up-

* LCU. XXV 44’ 45'
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on their Geatile fervants 3 becaufe, to treat itran-
gers of any defcription in that manner, was meft
exprefsly and repeatedly forbidden®., So far was
divine law, relative to the treatment of cither
males cr remales in a ftate of fervitude, from au-
thorizing an offended mafter te exercife cruelty
upon their perfons, that its language is: If a
man fmite the eye of vis fervant, or the eye of Fis
miaid, that it terifb, HE SHALL LET HIM GO
FREE FOR His EYE’S SAKE. And if he jmite
out bis man-fervant’s teoth, or bis maid-fervant’s
#z4¢r; HE SHALL LET HIM GO FREE FCR Hi$
ToOoTH’s SAKE.}T Again: He that killeth anY
MAN, fball furely be put o death, Ye flell bave
cne manner of law, as well for the STRANGER,
as for one cf your own csuntry ; for I am the
Lord ysur God I How effentially different is this
from the Britith Colonial laws, refpecting the
wreatment of flaves !

There is great reafon to conclude; that the
divine permiffion which is under our notice, was
Yimited to the remains of thofe Canaanitifh nati-
ons, the extermination of which had becen con-
tigned to Ifracl. To this conclufion we are led
by the following confiderations. Divine law, as
already obferved, was far from authorizing the
chofen tribes to vifit diftant continents, in order
to capture or to purchafe their fellow-creatutes,

* BExed. xxii. 21, xxiii. 9. Lew. xxv. 35. Dent,
X. 17. 18, 19. XXiv. 14, I§, I7. XXVi. 1Q.-'=
Fzek, xxil. 7. 1 Exsd, xxi. 26, 27. & Lev.
XXive 17, 22,
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either for their own ufe, or to barter with other
pations 3 making commerce in the human fpe-
cies an eftablifthed article of their trade, which,
to our immorral infamy, is now the cafe with
us. No: the attention of thr. Uraelites, refpect-
ing this initance of Jchovah's pleafure, was di-
reted to the neighbouring Gentile ftates, and
vo them only. Though the natives of Gentile
nations in general, when refiding among <he If-
raclites, were denominatcd flrangers ; and tho’
none of thcm weie to be treated with cuelty,
et the Mofaic laws did not confider ther: as ali
on a level, or as equally eatitied to the benevo-
lence of tiie Hebrews. TFor while God permit-
ted {fome of thofe aliens to be purchafed and
placed in the ftate of fondforvants, which was
exprefsly prohibited, with regard to any Ifrael-
1e; he rcouired, in the very fame chapter, that
others of them, if oppreficd with poverty, thoald

- exnerience ail that compafiion which was due o

the defcendants of Abraham, when in a fimilar
fituation. Refpelting this particular, the law
was: If thy brother be waxen poiry, and fallen in
decay with thee, then thou fbalt relicve him ; yea,

though he b @ STRANJER, or a SOJOURNER, Ihat

he may live witk thec*, Hence arifes no fmall
degree of prefumptive evidence, that none but

ftrangers of the Canaanitifh race were to be pur-

chafcd for bondfervants. 1t does not appear,
that the Iraclites were warned by their Eternal

‘dovereign, to carry their arms into diftant couns

* Lev, uxv. 35,
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tries, except when thofe countrics were the ag-
grefflors. Their commiflion to invade, to fub-
jugate, or to deftroy, was limited, if I be not
uader a great mifrake, to the flagitious inhabi-
tants of the land; which, by a divine grant,
had been exprefsly coniigned to Abraham and
his pofterity. It is natural to couclude, therz-
fore, that the law which authorized the defcend-
ants of Abraham to purchafe fellow-creatures of
the Heathens around them for bondfervants, had
its operation !imited to the remains of thofe Ca-
naanitifh nations. The hiftory of the Gibeonitcs
15, 1f I miftake not, perfeétly conformable to this
iew of the cafe.  Thofe Hivites conftituted a
part of the Canpaniciih nations whom God had
crdered to be fubdved. Alarmed with appre-
henflons of impending ruin, they, by an act of
deception, made a league with Ifrael, prefcrved

their own lives, and were permitted to dwell

among the cho! a people: bur, as an expreflion

of refentment againfc their difingenuity, and as
a mark of their being part of thofe nationsg
againit whom the f{cverity of punithment had ©
been denounced, they were placed in a ftate of

10feriority, and occupied in mean employments.*

We find, however, that when Saul had treated -
their pofterity with cruelty, the divine anger wasé
voufed 3 and God was offended with David, for
wt having avenged that cruelty in a more early

Cait of his reign.t We have another inftance
nich to our purpofe, in the reign of David’s

[n PN,
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iHuftrious fucceflor, of whom it is thus rccorde
ed . All the pesple that were left of the Amorites,
Hittites, Perrizitcs, Hivites, (ma’ Febuzites, which
were not of the children of lfrael ; their ¢hildrea
that were left after them in the land, whom the
children of Ifracl alfp were nct abie utteriy to de-

firoy, UPON THOSE DID SOLOMON LEVY A

TRIBUTE OF BOND-SERVICE UNTO THIS DAY.
But of the children of Ifracl did Sclomen make no
bor:dmen : but they were men of wary, ard bis fer-
vaits, and his princesy, and his captains, and rul-
crs of his charists and his hyrefemen*. Whence
1t appears, that bond/ervice among the ancient
Hebrews, was not contrafted with the aafural
richts ¢f humarity, as in the cafe of Wef:-India
fiavery 5 but with 'military fervices, and with As-
vourable employvments in the ftate, No : the
lives even of the Canaaaitith people were not, by
cruel bondage, rendered a burden to them : for
though, in a rfmpa;‘('z‘z e {enfe, they were flaves,
and excluded from refpeéiable flations, yet they
were under the protedtion of divine law, and en-
joyed the rights of men, thouoh not of citizens.
An effentinlly different fituation, therefore, from
that of the Negro Slaves in ouvr plantations !
As the cafe of thofe Canaanitith Heuthens is
the only thing which, in the law of Mofes, and
in the authorized condudt of the Ifracelites, bears
alimoft any refemblance to that perional flavery
amainft which I pleady it may be cxpﬁdicnt,
bricllyv to enquire into the reafons of it, Do it

Avnos IXy 20, 21, 22
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obferved then, that God, being the Crcator of
all things, is the univer{al Proprictor. No one
has either liberty or life, except by a grant from
God: If therefore that grant be rccalled, men
ceafe to have any claim to thofe dearcft of all
temporal en_]oyments. Mankind having revolted
from God, and rcbelled againft him, they have
univerfally forfeited their all to Eternal Jufiice.
God may therefore jufily deprive them of their
property, their liberty, or their lives, according
to his own fovereign pleafure, withou: teing ace
countable to any of his creatures. The Canaan-
it:fh nations, it is evident, were extremely wick-
ed*. The univerfal Sovereign might, therefore,
with apparent propriety make them, in tiic pre-
{fent world, examples of his juflice: that not
only his chofen people, but others, in diftant
countries, might learn to revere his rightecus
government, and {iand in awe of his terrible
judgments. ke was perfe@ly at liberty, therce
fore, to permit the Ifraclites to purchafe thofe
Canaanites for bondfervants, and to infli& fuch
hardfhips upon them as he pleafed. Nay, he
might not only permit, but expreflsly command
tlun, to treat thofe devoted people in fuch a
manner as would have been enormoufly criminal,
detached from that command. ‘Thus, for in-
ftance, 1t would have been highly criminal for
the Ifraclites to have invaded the Canaanitith
country, had not he who is the Univerfal Pro-
prictor, and Abfolute Sovercign, ordered them

* SC‘:,’ Lffvo X‘iiio 6"""30.
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{o to do. DBut, as that land wsis his own ; as,
by a divine grant, it had beea confligned to A-
braham’s pofterity; and as the tribes of Jacob
were ordered to invade the country, to fubdue
its inhabitaais, and to take pofleflion, their con-
dut in fo doing was lawful. It would have been
ftill more criminal for the chofen feed to have
attempted, not only the congueft, but alfo the
extermination of thofe devoted nations, had not
the Lord commanded it, But he, by whole
command they were to be extirpated, was cqually
at liberty to order their execution by the fword
of Ifracl, as to have deftroyed them by an earth-
quake, by the peftilence, or, as in the cafe o.
Sodom, by fire from heaven.------It is on this
ground, as I conceive, that the Mofaic laws re-
lative to bondfervants procesd; the degrading fer-
vice itfelf being fubjected to the fore-mentioned
limitations---1 muft now fhow,

THIRDLY, That fuppofing God had permitted
the Ifraclitifb people to traffic in the human fpecies,
and to enflave the Gentiles in a much greater de-
gree than he did, it would not have authorized the
conduét of Eurspeans towards the Africans.

"To prove and illuflrate this pofition, the follow=
ing particulars may not be impertinent. The
Ifraelites, as a body politic, were the peculiar
peopic ot God, iun diftin¢tion from all other na-
tions then upon earth.  But this is not the cafe,
with any people now in the world. While the
Mofaic Difvenfation continued, that fingular
and high prerogative was exciufively enjoyed by
the Jews: but whea the Chritian Economy was

- B .
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cftablifhed, that prerogative ceafed; nor did any
othcr nation fuccced to the houwour. If the
Englifh, for inftance, the Dutch, the French, or
th. Spaniards, were to claim the privilege; it
would bchove them to produce the divine char-
ter by which it was granted. But it is manifeft
that no fuch authority can be adduced. God, un-
der that fublimeft of all names, JEHOV AH, was
not only the objet of religious worfhip to the
chofen people; but aifo their political monarch.
'The whole ftatute law of that kingdom, as well
judicial, as moral and religious, was of his en-
acting : and on the obferving that {yftem of law
which was promulgated by lJchovah, their natn-
enal happinefs depended. Now it is plain from
what has been faid, that the divine ftatute which
authorized the Hebrews to purchafe perfons of
the nations around them for dond-fervants, be-
longed to the judicial part of their legal code.
But what nation pretends now to be governed
by a {yftem of law that is divioe, or to have Je-
hovah for its political fovereign ¢ The Cana-
anitifh country was, by Jehovah, exprefsly given
to the Ifraclites for their inheritance ; which ren-
dered ic lawtul for them to conquer and poflefs
ate But what ration in Europe has the leaft pre-
tence to a divine grant of any particular diftrit
on the African continent? Divine juftice doom-
ed the profligate and impious Canaanitith nati-
ons to deftruction, or to a low ftate of fubjupa-
tion 3 and Abraham’s pofterity were exprefsly
anpointed to exccute the fentence. Butto which
cf the European powers has God committed the

. J‘_i""
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xecution of fimilar judgments upon the Afri-
cans ! Thofe whom Jehovah permitted his peo-
ple to buy, for 2 comparative degree of 1lave-
ry, were to be, either Canaanites refiding among
them, or perfons of the fame defcripticn in the
nations around them, DBut will this warrant our
having recourfe to a diftant continent, for the
purpofe of purchafing and enflaving its innocene
inhabitants 7 Thofe Gentiles whom God permit-
ted the Hebrews to buy, were to be employed in
low {crvice; among themfelves. But will this juf-
tify the LEnglith, or any commercial people, in
purchafing Negroes and felling them to other na-
tions ? The former were treated as men, who,
10 the divine eftimation, had forfeited the rights
of citizens ; but the latter, like beafts of burden,
or as articles ot mere commerce. Canaanitith
bond-fcrvants, among the Ifraclites, were under
the proteCtion of divine law, which prohibited
the exercife of cruelty upon them. DBut will any
detender of Weft-India flavery pretend, that our
Calonial laws afford an equal degree of protedti-
on to the poor Negroes ?

Again: The ancient diftin&tion between Jews
and Gentiles being entirely abolithed, by the di-
vine eftablifhment of Chriftianity, thofe preroga-
tives that were peculiar to Judailm and its profel-
fors, do not now exift: among which preroga-
tives, the right of purchafing Gentiles for bond-
fervancs is to be clafled. Confequently, it is now
as criminal and wicked for Europeans, either to
{teal, or to purchafe and fell, the innocent Afri-
<ans for {laves, as it would have been for the I-
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vaelites to have ftolen, fold, and enilaved one an-
other: which; ncverthelefs, as appcars from our
ext itfelf, was abfolutely forbidden under the
1(:\'616& of all temporal penalties. Nay, fuppcf-
ing our own countrymen, for inftance, could
prove, that they have fucceeded to the ancient
Ifraelitifh orerogative refpeting this matter 5 vet,
from the particulars adduced in the preccding
paragraph, it is apparent, that their condult
would ftand condemned by the Mofaic law. This
wou!ld be more {trikingly evident fti®, were I to
liy beforc you the decetiful arts and iniquitous
violence which are frequently ufed to obtain the
poor Africans in their own country---the cruel
manner in which they are ftowed on board the
thips, when tranfported to the Weft-India iflands;
the bru:al mode of expofing them to fale when
there---the inhuman feparation of brothers and
fifters, of parents and children, of hufbands and
wives, oa that infamous occafion---and the cru-
clty with which they are gencrally wreated, when
mployed in the fugar iflands*. For were thefe
things deicribed in detail, as they appear in the
weftimonies of numerous refpeltable witneffes---
they would make your cars tingle---they would
fhock your tender feelings---they would roufe
vour indignation againft a trade fo degrading to
humanity, and {o enormoufly wicked.
Further : Suppoling the lawfulocefs of purchaf-

¥ Sce an Abfiract of the Evidence befere a Se-
S8 Committee 0/ the Houfe qf Commens, relative
g the Slave-Trad..
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ing and of enflaving cur innccent fellow-crea-
tures were granted, it woull be natural to afk---
For whom is it lawful, and on what defeription of
unoffending perfons does the exercife of that def-
potic right fall ? Is it lawful for the Englifh, the
French, the Europeans in general, to buy and 2n-
flave the Africans 7 But whence did they, rather
than thofe very Africans, derive that dreadful
vight ? I fay, dreadful right. For the idea of
any individual, or of any people, pofictling au-
thority to treat the innocent as if they were Ha-
gitioufly guilty, is hateful, and fhecking to rea-
fon, to confcicace, and to common fenfe.---
Whence, then, I demand, is that authority de-
rived ? From the Europcans profefling Chrifli-
anity, the Africans in queftion being Pagans ?---
But, as thofe Pagans are men, are neighbours,
are brethren of the human kind, fo Chriftianity

-is the religion of truth and juftice, of benevo-

lence, and of peace. It infpires them by whom
it is known, and not difgraced, with love to
God and love to their peighbours: Whereas the
trafic in MAN is usnjuft and cruel, is barbarous
and favage. Does, then, the right in queition
originate in divine law, as given to the ancient
Hraclites ¢ but thofe laws that were peculiar to
he Hebrew theocracy, have long bezn obfulete ;
nor, were they in full force, would the prefent
MAN-trade be countenanced by them. As io
that part of the Jewifh law, which is properly
and ftrictly fpeaking moral, the obligation of
which ¢xtends to all mankind in every age ; it
forbids nothing to an African, thatis equitable
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in the condu® of a Earopean. It knows no mers
¢t a white man buying and enflaving a bla:t one,
than it does of the litter {o teeating ithe former.
Ia its impartial eftimnate, and under iis command-
ing power, Africans and Europeans, Pagans aad
Chriftians, arc all on a level.  Muft the right
under confideration, then, be inferred from what
is called the law of rature 2 But thatis the {ame
in Africa, as it 1s in Europe; entirely the face
all over the globe. According to this law, be
the itation of an innacent Negro ever fo obicure,
hts poverty ever {fo great, his maanners ever fo
rude, or his mental capacitics ever fo contrat-
c¢d, he has an equal claim to perfonal lberty
with any man upon earth. For tie righis of
humanity being common to the whole of dur
fpecies, arc the fame in every part of the world.

It foliows, therefore, that if the lawfuinefs of
purchafing ianoceat perfoas for the moft degrad-
iug and cruei flavery exift among men, it muft
bz a common right, and equally poflefied by all
pations : nor can the excrcife of it have any li-
mitation from principles of a msral nature. No
limits can he herc aflizned, cxcep: thofe of power,
of policy, or of inclination. It would, confe-
quently, be quitc as equitable, benevolent, and
humane, for the Africans, laden with produce of
their own country, annuaily to vilit vur Englith
ports, as we do theirs, and for fimilar purpofes.
Yes, they might, if it were in their power, with
equai juflice, and with lefs dithonour, fit out an
hundred and cighty, or two hundred thips, for

he port of Loadon, of Driftol, and of Liver-
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pool.--fhips adanted to the flewage ¢f MaN, and
furpifhed with a frizhtful apparatus, to render
the confinement ot Britons completely miferable,
as well as perfedtly fecure. 'When this commer-
cial, this man-trading fleet arrived, if cargoes
of men, women, and children were not prepar-
ed, the officers belonging to each veffel might
oractife all their arts, to excite a fpirit of covet-
cuinefs and of cruelty in our governors and fel-
low {zbjects 3 in order that, by an armed force,
the peaceable inhubitants of whole villages might
be captured---that, in our courts of juftice, in-
nocent perfons, for the advantage of their judg-
es, might be convited---that private individuals
might kidnap whomioever they could, and
ihought faleabie---that, by all thefe infamous
mears, the finps might be freighted, at every
returning f{eafon, with go,000 Britons---and,
finally, that all who furvive their miferable con-
finement while on board, might be taken to the
beft market for the human fpecies ; expofed, in
the moft indeceat manner, to public fale; han-
dled and examined, like fo many head of cattle,
by their purchafers; configned over, with their
unbern pofterity, to the meft abjeét and crucl
flavery, from generation to generation ;3 and all
for---what 7 llere let humanity bluth, let mer-
cy weep, and let juftice be rouled into indigna-
tion : but let not Britons forget. that this is a
piture, in muniature, of their own behaviour
towards the Africans !

Oace mere: Were the conduét of our man-
merchants lawfu!y, ncither the principles of mo-
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rality, nor thofe of religon, could lie in the way
of their buying, and f:tlling for flaves, the in-
nocent natives of Holland or France, or any
other neighbouring nation. For as it is impofe
fible to »orove, that the natural rights of hu-
manity are not equaily facred in Africa, as they
are in Europe; fo the cruel and bloody hand of
rapacity might with equal juitice lay hold of the

Dutchman, or th: Frenchman, as of the {war-

thy Guineaman. Nor, other things being equal,
is there the leaft reafon for us to imagine, that
the white tkin of a European would afford any
more protetion againft a violent feizure, than
does the black fkin of an African. No: had
the trader in man an equal opportunity of grati-
fying his cruel avarice; were he equally fure of
impunity, and no more expofed to infamy, in
the one caf: than in the other ; the fame diftrc-
~gard to juftice, and the fame principle of ava-
rice, would have a fimilar operation on the per-
fons of neighbouring Europeans, as they have
on the poor Negroca. Nay, he who is, by proe
fcflion, a Negro Merchant; whofe bufinefs it is
to buy and feil his fellow-creatures, without re-
gard to their guilt, or their innocence 3 who has
been in that pratice for a courfe of years; who
15 habituated to it and hardened in it, {o that
he carries on his iniquitous commerce without
remorfe or thame, in the facc of the fun, cannot
bz confidered as reftrzined by any religious or
virtuous principle, though he never attcinpted to
purchafe, for Weft-India flavery, any of his
peaceable neighbours in 245 country. No @ would
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the laws and cuftoms of the land permit, as in
former times*, he would no more fcruple to en-

. - : e M 'v 1 ‘ p "‘ ) e
coumgc kidnapping in Lngland, than in Africa;

* Asin former times.  Relative to this fuld, Dr.
Hemvf( vs 2 Sleves jlili continue to be « wp'm/ articic,
Lath tn the interiial and Jforetgn trade aj Britzin., 1Flen
an tﬁalc was mnwyed from sone p) sprietsr io anstrer, all
tie villains or flives a anexed to that eflate were [912“:)6);’(1
at t/u/ume ime, and by the fa:.e decd. I her any perfan
had mare ¢! tldrea than be could maintainy or nsre domef-
f(,‘_/ul ves fioan be J»aje 19 keep, e [old them to a mer-
clant, wha dijpefed of them either at bome or abroad, s
ujr'md would be moft profitable. It was a ccmmon.
na [fays Giraldus Canibrenfis) of the hng’ i{h, when

hey were reduced to poverty, that rather than endure
It pan enily, they expofed their own children to fale.
Meny of 11 ofe uitha i1y perfons awere carricd inio Irelaiid,
and ng dsubt tnts ctier countries, and theve [sid. 4 firong
I weas made mr(my? this barbarsus kind - of comnerce,
i a great Courcil held ot St. Peter's, I efiminfier, A. D.
11c2. lLet no man, tor the future, pxdum" to carry
cn the wicked tnade of felling men in markets, like
brute bealts, which Intherto h.am been the common
cn dtom of England.  But this law did ns fput anend 19

Le trade in /laws. Ior m the great Cowsicil Leld at 4r-
7'1(./' Ao Dorrgr—the wl‘//n Ciergy of Irelund, (Hz’r
/’(1 ’Uiff («u!l’z”r(md /ong Concey m,,a {/L [(uf[ of i/( (Cuul) 1—
ties with which they were threa: emd by // eIy "/_/1”1 cf
the Iinolith, at h noth agreed, That z‘/z’ great judan n/
Fad been mﬁﬁ W ipan ihem ly the di b/z/ju/' ¢ (uu.] "
the fius of toe prop f"" ; part: (t(lu"'”/df[/’(” INRUING Z”m/ .
[o areat a numbe f / ”)70///)'//(&“, Jrom (n/u ity p -
rates, aind vehbess, and fir detaintng f/‘rw/ff i Fondag
They therefsre decreed—"That all he Inghih laves in
the whole 1'and of Licland ould be imme Jwtcly
(manupam, and ruim( P cir former terty,”—
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and be equally ready to buy a native of his own
parifh, as hc would the inhabitants of a romote
centinent. It appears therefore, with fuperior
evidence, That the European commerce in man,
and ‘the favery connefted with ir, are abiblutely
indefenfible on the grounds of the Jewith law---
{ now procezd to thow,

FOURTHL\:, zat tie Eurspean Comnsrce in
Nany and the Slavery ccarfv?ucrf uton ity are agiz-
lutely inimical t2 thc precepts of Fofus Chrijly cid
2o the while [cspe sf fis Dséirine.

Ts the pricerTs ¢f Fojus Chrifi.  For in-
ftance : Leve your encmici. Do good o tivm tha
hatc ysu. Now, is not the whole of that f3fiem

againft which I pleau, at irreconcilable enmiry
\vuh the fpirit of thefe divine precepts ! If our
fovereign Lerd require genuine benevolence and
active love to our enemies, hie certainly cannot be
fausfied with a lefs degree of {ocial regard, and
virtuous acition, towaxds thofe who arc nsf our
enemies---thoic who never did us any evil; who
never had it in their power to injure us; and
who, perhaps, never heard of us. To treat fudl
pexﬁ;na as 1f they had notoriocufly mjured us in
cur deareit interefts, and as if they were our une
placal’ encmics, muit be abfolutely contrary to
the divine requifition in thefe precepts, and 1o
cvery «diultate of moral duty. Ycet fuch are the

- \

Negro ‘Lrade and itz confegrences, that the moit
diabolical malice, which ever exifted in the heare
of man agai:tt his bittereft encany,y could fearce-
ly contrive ov with moire aggravated mifery to
Lefall hiav in this life, than that uader which
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many thoufands of innocent, captured, and en-
flaved Africans groan.

Again . All things whatfoever ye wond, that
men [lould do to you, do ve even [5 to them, is
another of our Lord’s precepts.  'This admira-
bly juft and comprehenfive command, requires
cach of us to treat every mnan, as we might rea-
forably wifh every one to treat us, were fituati-
ons and circumttances reverfed. It confiders
every man as a man, and requires that he be fo
treated. It impartially views every man, as hav-
ing capacities, feclings, and rights, peculiar to
his own fpecies: and it forbids thofe capacities
to be infulted by degradation, thofc feelings by
unmerited pain, and thofe rights by injuftice.--~
Dut is not the horrid MaN-frade, and the detef-
tabie connedtions in which it frands, a manifeft
outraze on this moft falutary precept 7 Do not
that inhuman commerce, and the confequent
cruel flavery, treat vaft mulnwuds of human crea-
turcs, as if they had no fhare in the cﬁpacitics,
the feelings, or the rights of men ? as if they
were mere brutes, made to be taken and f{celd,
enflaved and dcftroved ¢ He, therefore, who
gares to vindicate fuch condult might, on his
owrn principles, be juitly kidnapped, beught and
fold, for a fimilar ttate of flavery. Becaufe,
whatever arguments prove that any innocent man
has an inviolable claim to perfonal freedom, wili
equally prove the fame thing refpecting cvery
one ot that character.

Al thines whatfoever ye wiuld that mon fboull
da 15 2oiy do ye even fo to them.  ‘This has bien
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frequently called, THE GoLDEN RULE. It re-
commends itfelf to every man’s reafon and con-
fcience, as completely wife and good. Lvery one
implicitly appeals to it as worthy of the highelt
regard, when his own rights are violated by his
ncighbour : nor muft even the Negro merchants,
or the {lave-hoiders, bz coafidered us icfinfible
to the excellence of this moral precept, when
their own perfons, families, or intereits, are con-
cerned. For who among all the traders in man,
and holders of {laves, would think himiclf treat-
ed with equity, were he, after having been kid-
napped by a villain, to find his bones and finews,
Lis bowels and blood, expofed to fale, and alt-
ually purchafed by one whofe profeflion it was to
trade in 1he perfons of men 2* Mult not his in.
dignation rife, and would he not prefer inftant
death 1o a lite of flavery, if an apprchenfion of
eternal fire did not forbid ? Nay, would not his
indignation and anguifh bz greatly hcightened,
if pofiible, were his affc&ionate wife and his
dutiful children in the fame fituation; juft go-
ing to be feparated, and never more to {ee one
another ¢ The very thought of fuch a cataftro-
phe {tings with diftrefs 3 and vet if any man upon
carth deferves to be fo treated, it muft be he
who has made it his bulinefs to buy and to cn-
flwve Lis innocent fellow-creatures.

To the poctRrRINE of Chrijle "T'his doltrine
is denominated the gofpely, or glad tidings, by
way of ¢minence. Yes, my Brethren, it is glad

* EZﬂ'll:l XXVH- !30
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tidings of p'u*;lon, of pcace, and of life eternal,

through Jefus Chrift, for perifhing finners.---

The golpel, {h'c'ly {fo called, is the dodirine of

divine bu.cxo‘ ce to man; of mercy to the
:

miferable, and of grace to the unworthy. It
rcveals Jefus Chrift as coming into the world to

Jfazve finners. Its whole bufinefs is with thofe that

are juftly condemned by divine law, and who de-
ferve to perith. In this gracious gofpel the Lord
lcdeemer addrefles Jews and Gentiles, Europe-
ans and Africans, without any difference; and
his charming language is, Lssk wnto Me, and be

yo faved, a/l ve e;zd.r of the earth. Come unto NMe,

a!l ye that labsur, and and are beavy laden, and
I =ei!l give you refle Him that cometh unto BHle,
I~willin no wife caft our.  Such are the b2nign
import, and the benevolvat detign of our Liord’s
dotrine ! Counfequently, its natural tendercey
nutt be to produce and promote love to Gaod,
and love to man.  DBut uethiug can be more in-
mnical to that devout and kind affetion, than the
buving, the felling, and the enflaving of our in-
nocent follow-creatures. For that commerce and
Javery originate in the bafeft avarice ; are car-
vied on by injuftice and cruelty, and iffuce in the
awifery and murder of tuouf'ums, who have an
cqual claim to liberty and to happinefs with our-
felves,

Were vrm, my Drcthren, mutually to confi-
rthe chuaralter of a Sleve Merchant, it would
be found, 1 prefume, to include the following

partizulars. e is, by nrofefiion, a buver and
feller of mien, women, and childrens It not a
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kidnapper himfcif, he encouraces, rewards, and
rejoices in the pradtice : for without it his trade
wouid be at a {tanua. Inftead of dclighting in
the domeitic happinels of others, univerfally, he
makes it his bufincfs violently to feparate the
neareit and deareft relatives: for conjugal, pa-
rental, and fraternal ties, are by him diffolved
without the leaft remorfe. So far is ke from
fympathizing with widows and orphauns, as fuch,
in their aiilidtions, that the diftrefles ¢f mulu-
tudes under thofe charaéters, arife from his ra-
pacity.  Such is the nature of his employment,
that it cannot fuccecd, without his fellow-crea-
turcs being deprived of their moft {facred natu-
ral rights : becaufe, for numbers toc be divelted
of their perfonal frecdom, their mental trungili-
ty, their focial conncélions, their bodily cafe,
and their pittance of property, is eflential to the
joy of Lis gain. His profeflicn is, as a man of
bufinefs, to previde vitims for abjcét flavery,
for pinching want, for capricious crueltv, for
dark defpair, and for untimely death, in its va-
rious forms. His trade, as well as his profits,
muft ceafe, <xcept he diverfiftv and propagate
Luman mifery. ke may call himfif a Chrijiian,
or a difciple of Hin that went about doing good ;
but the amiable claradler is profaned by his traf-
fic in man: for it bccomes none but a favage,
or a votary of Moloch. e may, poflibly, dec-
ferve commendation for the exercife of benevo-
lent affections in his own family, aud in the
ncighbourhood where he vefides; bur, confider-
cd as a trader i1 Nax, he declares war againft
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the dignity and happinefs of his own fpecies;
he infults the laws of his dMuker, and {uftains a
chara&ter, that is completely fitted for univerfal
abhorrence.  So enormeufly criminal are the
trade and the {livery undcer our notice, that
had they commenced among Dritons but a few
years ago, and been pradtifed only by five or fix
nerchants and planters, the conduét of thofe
concerned would have met with general execra-
tion; their charalters would have been fligma-
tized with public infainv; and all intimacy with
them would have been ftudioufly avoided by
every perfon of decent morals.  Nay, had the
Max-trade, the flavery confequent upon irt, and
the execrable wickedunefs of both, beea of {o re-
cent a date, practifed by fo few, and the ini-
quitous tranfactions laid open to public view,
as they now are, there is reafon to conclude,
that various articies of commerce, produced by
the fweat, and groans, and tears of the poor
Negroes, would have been confidered by Britons
as tinged with human bloed. Did the man af-
ter God’s own heart, on a certain occafion, fay,
Is not thic the bleod of the men that went and jeo-
parded their lives i {o, it is probable, the ge-
nerality of our countrymen would have faid, re-
fpccting certain fpecies of Weft-India produce ;
Are not thefe the BLoOD of innecent men, that
hawve been ficleny and bought, and fold, and treat-
cd like brutes 2 1t behoves us to remember, how-
cver, that a fyftem of iniquity is not fundtified by

© 2 Sam. Xxulo 15, 16, 17.
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its inveteriey, nor vet by the multitudes concern-
ed in e, vadcx:t!y, there:ore, does it appear,
tlnt the commerce and tavery of which | {beak,
are .'i:i'u‘utcly immical to the precents of Churift,
and to the whole fcope of his doltrine, as might
be mcre largely nroved, would time permit.

As our Engliih feaports, Liverpool and Brifiol,
are infamoully confpicuous in modern times, for
~heir trading in the perfons’and rights of men,
fo were Tyre and Zidon, in the ages of remote
antiguity.  Let us hear, then, what Jchovah
fays 1o the m‘*"m"m, though opulent merchants
of thofe ancient cities. Thus run the divine re-
menitrance, and the -.w:ful pvedifﬁonf I ks
Live ve to ds wwith mey, O Tyre and Ziding and
ail the c2:ts of Pals i;zc ? Wil ye repder me a
recenpence 2 and if ye recompence me, fwiftly and
rocldily will I oreturn sour recempence upon your
cwr Fead : becaufe--<the children alfs of Judah
and the chilaren of Jerufalem, have ye soLd un-
tc b Urecians, that ye mipght remove them far
frovy thoir border.  BehoJldl I awill raife them cut
of the place whither ye have feld themy and will
return vour recompence upon your own head @ oand
I~will stLL your fans and ysur (Lzzlgl)tcr: 1t 1o
Fond of the children of Judab, and they flall joll
them ts the Sabeans, to a pesple far of ¢ for the
Lord hath /

z
tenuination againft T'vre and Zidoo, the Li-

Al
shen 1%, Such wis Johovah's de-
verneel and Driftol of ancicut tiuws !
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Abhorrent from Divire Revelation. 33

It may perhaps be objs ted, Perfonal flavery,
though authorized by 1k« laws of Greece and
Rome, and though much pradtifed in the apof-
tolic rimes, is no where exprefsly condemned in
the New Teftament: nay, Chriftian flaves are
exhorted lo live in peaceable fubje&ion to their
own mafters. To this it may be replied : Nor
was the fanguinary defpotifm of NERrO exprefsly
condemned ; but the difciples of Chrift were
commanded to bechave peaceably under his go-
vernment.  The fports of the gladiators, autho-
rized by the Roman laws, were extremely bloody
and wicked; yet are they no where exprefsly
condemned by the Apoftles. Numerous are the
fpecies of dithonefty and theft, which are com-
mon among us, and perhaps were fo among peo-
ple in thofe times 3 which, neverthelefs, are not
cxprefsly forbidden in the New Teftament. But,
as all thefe things are breaches of moral duty;
and as they are all inconfiftent wita that regard
which is due to ocur neighbour’s happinefs, it is
quite fufficient, that they are implicidy and
ftrongly forbidden by general morai principles,
and by requifitions ot a contrary conduct. Any
man of common fenfe, whofe mind is not bi-
afed by felf-interctt, may ecafily infer, from the
general principles, commands and prohibitions
of Chriftiarity, that ftealing an innocent man
muft be the worft of rapinc; that buying fuch
a kidnapped perfon is juftifying the robbery; and
that atually enflaving him, gives a fanltion to
thofe infamous dceds, by putting a finithing hand

D
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tq the work of ii'n)uﬂw:e,-ﬂbthdcs-,.as an cxprefs
prohibitianiof flavery might-have exeited a more
violent,appoiition: to. the . Chriftian caufe, thaa
ainroft any.thieg.-with which it had 1o conflidh,:
fo,. neithar the dofrige.or Chrift, :nar the ipi-
ritudd nature of his kingdem, requige it. If the
sradions. gofpel foyud: perfoss. in a ftate of {lave-
ryy whethes, citib e parfenal,. it relicved their
casicianeesy and cheered sheir hieays s bue it
wade mo alkenatipn refpedting that flavery.. The
funjedt of .a tykannical civil .governor continued
ret.be:d fubjet 5 and. she fidve. of & peivate mai-
g1 igoetinued to be n flave 5-axcept the governor
and the mafter bécame acquaintcds witly theic owar
duty, and willing to-gerformaz. - v . -
Having. anlcuﬂ?d my: fubjc& accox*dmg to the
plan -propofed; I kall mow.cqnelude with a few
¢xhortations telitiveitp-aur:own. duty. As being
profeffedly the kollowers of Chrift, and the fricnds
af maskintd, & would exhort you, my Bretheren,
cariicfily and frequantdy to pray fribe inferpsfition
o Providsiice to abali/bthe doteitable traffic in man.
lhm..m.lsgonn indipenfable-duty to prav for the
enizrgementot our-ord’s vifibie kingdom among
meny is phaing tharhe dopifed Africans ave na-
turaity as ¢apatieaf boing made the fpimual fub-
jelts of Jelus Chritbias aurfelves, onght-net to be
queltioned;: ana that-the-Slave-Trade is; ar pre-
wénty on effectualibay ta.the propagationiof Chril-
Gamiwy among thqm, appgars with. decifive evi-
denee. . Nay, itis anduefuperable. obfteuction o
the proguéds or civilizagron among them, and to

.

- ' v: Y 7 T
a1 Lonouvable commcerce:with them.  Zea! fop



- - -

Alhsrreit fron Divins Roveolarrs s "?,5

the honour-of 'God, ‘and tove for Gu fullows
creatures, -onght thetrefare 1o infpire ws with are
dent pravery that the hotrid impéediment say by
removed, aid that Chrift may be alorified ameny
them.  Nor ought we to pray, meredy:that -God
would abolithithe infamove contmerce In
on the thores of Africay but s for rhe -gri-
dual-emancipation of opprefled Negroes in b
Weft-India iflands ;- that the flaveryl of innoeent
perfoas may ceafe to exiff, land fink under thede-
telation of all Europs:s For what muk theen-
flzved Africans in thofe iflards 'think : of'f Chrig-
tians, of Chriftianity; avd of Chu&, uixddx‘ tha
tuition of their opprefforg? oL
Again : Let your ardent’and frecenent prav-
ers be accompauird with privdent, *p'm' roaidle, any
Jready effortsy in ovder do provuce the tital' absii-
ticnn of that eriminal trafiic, ‘and of the ernc! fla-
very ts-zg/’;,*qz'z'ezzif vpon 8. Thiy is: ’m’am?cim ‘en-
wiced by the law of the Lgrd; Theorw ﬂwm’z‘* Lve
thy wcighbour as t/w/‘/f A divine' pxccept this,
which requires us to'do to others,: as we rmght
reafonably with them' to wedr” us,- wepe e - id
their fituation and- they in ours. . When refle&t:
trg od this brancli of moral duty, with vefe-
eace to the cafe before s, 1 hive fometizmes
bzen ftrack with the toﬂowmg fuppofed cafe ®
I have imagined myfadfy my family, and all niy
teareft focial connn&wns, with ‘many thouf&mé
OF my countrymen, - to ~have been: krdnam’,cd
bought, and fold into & Aite of cruel {hivery. |
have im‘lgméd the inh:bicufts of my native coun-
try in genéraly 1o Mk vecsived muthentic intor-
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mation of the iciquitcus manner in wbhich we
weve captured, tran{ported inte a foreign land,
and there enflaved. I have ftiil further ima-
gined, that extremely few among Dritons bad
any compaffion for us; that oaly here and there
one would remember us in their prayers, or cx-
ert any endeavours, cither to relieve our dil-
trefles, or to prevent many thoufands of =qually
ionocent perfoas from falling, vear after vess,
into fimilar miferies. I bave then fuppolcd, thay
1a fuch a fituation, I {hionld confider Dritens as
quite ionfenfible to the honour of natiopal cha-
rater, to the claims of private juftice, and to
the finer feelings of civilized humanity. Nav,
I have 1magined that, when under paroxifms ot
pain, I fhould reflet on their mercilefs condu&
with indignation ; confider them as devoted to
the gain of opprcmon ; as flling vp thzir mea-
fure of national guilt; and as the deftined ob-
jects of Divine vengeance.
- On the other hand, I have funpofed all thofe
myriads of Negroes in our Wefi-India iflands,
that are groaning under cruel flavery, to bz ac-
quainted with ithe trne Geod, and with the pray-
ers of thoufands in this country, in order to pro-
cure a ‘peedy aboliticn of the horrid traflic
in man on the coaft of Africa, and a wral, but
gradual abolition of flavery in our fugar iflands.
I have then thoughr of the gratitude which mutt,
cn fuch a fuppofition, abound in the bofoms of
thofe Negroes toward their compaflionate friends;
of the ten thoufand times ten thoufind prayers
which they muft addrefs to the Father of M-
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cies, that fuccefs may atiend the caufe of juf-
tice and of humanity, ia which their friends were
finzcrely engaged ; and of the numerous benc-

Cictions which, from their hearts, they maft pro-

nounce on the perfons, the families, and ail the
lawful purfuits of thole who zre feeking to do
them good.

On oy own mind thefc thoughts have fome-
times made a ftrong impreflion, and have roufed
atiention to the natural rights of opprefled Afri-
cans. For though they are ignoraat of the true
God, and unacquaiated with our concern to pro-
mote their happinefs ; yet they are men, they
are brethren of the human race: agreezble to
that faying, Ged hath made of one bload all nati-
¢ns of men. Few of them, inczed, can either
fpeculate on our condu@® refpedting a mcliorati-
on of their ftatc, or pray for us; yet they arc
no lels the proper objelts of our bencvolence,
but rather deferve a greater degrec of compafii-
on on that account.

As it is our defign at this time to make a col-
leCtion for promoting the general defign of that
worthy Seciety, which has exirted for fome years
o this Mectropolis, in order to cffet the Aboli-
Lion of the Slave-Trade ; 1 would earnciily ex-
hort you to make a liberal contriburion for their
afiittance. "The members of that bencvolent So-
cicty have done worthily. They deferve the af-
fiftance and the thanks of every friend to moral
juftice, and to humanitv. Let us therefore en-
deavour to ftrengthen their hauds, and to pro-
motc the righteous caule in which the are unit-
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¢d : not doubting but the wifdom, the reltirude,
and the bznevolence of our Britith Legiflature,
will ere fong be manifeited, in totaily abolithing
the Englifs: commerce in man; and for provid-
ing for the gradual emancipation of Negro b!aus
in our Weft~-India iflapds. C

To conclude, my Brethren, as each difinte-
reited individual that is tolerably well inforined,
refpeting the fubject before us, and marurely re~
flects upon it, cannot but detelt both tlie Trade
and the Slavery againft which I plead ; fo every
one is bound, by the authority of God, -and by
the regard which is due to his own .immortal
interefts, to gvard againft every corruption withe
in, and every temptation without, that woulit
reader him a {lave to fin. Becaufe it ispotlible
for a man to be juft, kind, and humane to his
fcllow-~creatures, while he is under the power OF
ﬁ'rong difaffe@ion to God, and a fubjeét of S
tan’s domion. Having the Lve of Cad focad abrs. *'l
12 our hzarts, and pofiefling the liberty of righ-
teoulnefs, it would be incomparubly better " for
us, after having been bought and fold like beafts,
to be flaves in the Weft-Indies 3 than to enjoy
all the liberties of Britfh fubjeds, and to conti-
nue under the dominion of our own depraviy:
For, whatever may be our fituation as tofecu=
lar bondage, if we do but poficfs peace i our
confciences through atoning tlood, and freedom
from the power of corruption through regenca-
rating grace, we arc freemen of Chrifty wad
Leirs of immortal glory.



Extrai ‘. of a letter from the worthy Author of
the e foregoing dijcourfe, to one of his friends in
. .zladelpbm, daied [adon, January 31, 17¢2.

THE lizj? Lord’s day in the afternoon, I preached
a .Scrmcn, at the requeft of the Church to which
Ijmnd relatvd in order 19 bear a public te@imony,
agazzzﬂ t/]dg Jiflem of enormous wickednefs, the
Laptuxm the buying, and the holding of Slaves,
in the ’Wcﬁ India iflands 3 and to make a collec-

tisn frr the afﬂance of a Society in London, whsfe
profeffed intention isy if pofible, to procure the
: Abolition of the Siave-Trade. We had a crolldc’d
auditory, and colle€led at the time £. 10 Q.
A little piece was publifbed here the /a_/ifzmzmcr,
intended to flir up the people, to lay afide the ufe
of Weft-India Sugar and Rum 5 which has had
an afonifbing P‘ﬂc’p It 1s fuptefed that, in the
cowwnty of arrzwa/l utwards ¢f 20,000 perfons
have laid Sugar afide ; and the Friends of Huma-
nity are mow in high [ririts, with reference to
7hat abolition being foon cbtaincd. I flould rejoice
to heary that mot. only the importation of NE-
G ROUES into your American States were abolifh-
edy, as I underftand it is ; but that flavery itfelf
were utterly banifbed from them all.  For I have
not a flronger conviction of frarcely any thing, than
that Slave-holding (‘except where the Slave has
Jorfeited bis perfonal liberty by crimes againft fo-
cicty ) is wicked, and inconfifient with a Chrijlian
Charaller. I am indeed well informed, that Slaves
among the AMERICANS, are net fo cruelly treated
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as they are in the Weji-Iindies ; Fut 1t is impofidle
‘¢ trovey, that an innacen? black wman has not as
mu-h richt to his perfonal liberty, 15 an innscert
white wan : and to me it 15 cvident, that whoeve

we M purchaje an innscent vlaciz 1an, 1o ma!w
kime a Slave, ~could with cqual readinefs purchafe
a white one, 7z the fune f".’.'if.’:‘,’c, could he do i1t
win crual ampuaity, a2d with ng more dijzrace.
Surely witnings can be merz incenfiftent, than zeal
Yo preptar our il Lhertyy and a Jijpofiticn to
deprive car inpioont feilow-creatures of their pers
tonal Lberty o ocr fi Csntipmz them in Slavery,

. . - * -
whi reaucea Fo 1kt Abyo&d Siate
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