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TO 1'IIE PREACHERS OF THE GOSPEl .. IN THE l"NITEO ST.\ TF.S. 

GENTLEMEN -

This is dedicated to you, inasmuch as it is written chiefly for 

you. It is intended, for t1m mo~t part, for intelligent and weU 

trained minds; therefore, it is but tho suggestion of thoughts 

which lie still morc expanded iu tho nliud of the '''Titer. 
• 

The writer dOCH not believe that slavery can be e8tabli~hca hy 

any law. It is out of the power of man, as adu1tery, murder, 

profanity would he. No human la\v that re'luires me to speak 

irreverently of t110 Author of my existence, or to commit any of 

the crime8 mentioned in the Decalogue, is of any Linding obliga­

tior. Slavery has bee11 migkt, prevailing for a season against 

right. The strong and unprincipled have enslaved the wcak antI 

clefcnccless, till it has emasculatC'd thc former. As slavery is 

now a sign of weakness in the nation that chorishes it, so is it a 

Rign of weakness in the trihcs that permit it. 

I will not withhold my surprise, that any of you should stili 

usc the nook of Goel's lOl'c to couutenance dlC practice of l'Iall's 

nate. HE has formed me, in some sort, to Ree HI1\1 as a God of 

love, as a God of justice as a Father, teuder and kind; as a 

Governor, just and inflexible. He has bestowed on me tho 

filCulticR of lore antljusticc. They must he like his own. I must, 

therefore, throw aside his character, and the book which reveals 

it, or I must throw asi<lc its opposite, American Slavery, u the 

R11m of villnnies." To maintain them hoth is impossihle. Which 

of them I shall throw a.side, I lea.ve to you. 

It is attcmptcc.l in the following tract, to show you the con(li· 

t ion of the A postle Paul of the country alHIIH'np](~ among 
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