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THOU(IH"TSJ

NATURE OF WA:R f&c..

H F. two general views in mhththc
fub e& of this day’s thé.nk,fg;yxgg

% can only be confidered, gre . '
Firft, As an;evept (glpat, (m s
caufc and confequences, is connected only with
the prefent life; and being vifibly produccd by
the efforts of human wifdom and human ﬁreng}h

is the ground of human exultation and mumpﬁ

And,
Secondly, As the fole and uqme;ha,tp wprk
of *“ THE LORD THAT PEIGNETH "+— 2 part

of the adminiftration oi that Mcrc;ful Pm,vl-
dence, which, through all the revolations ,of
difordered nature apnd di! ordered hfc, Buriucc
but ene invariabie purpofe, the Red,cmguon
and Salvation of man.

It would be needlefs to propofc thc {ub_]e&
in the firk view, to the conﬁd@rﬁmon of true
Chriftians; who know, wnt}* the fame certaingy
as they know their own exiftence, that human .
nature, left to itfelf, has no power but that of
_producing mere evil; and thac every thing with-
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12 it and without it that is eit’ier gi2at or oood
As thc free gift of Grace, the ninme ited bounty

Redeeming Love. But the truc Chriftian
Spmt being almoft departed fiom the earth, true
Chriftian knowledge, as its infeparaivle compa-
nicn, is departed with it, and men f:em to be
gone back again to their old animal life: and
tho’, in {peculatlon and idea, they profefs an affent
to the truths of Revelation; yet, in heart and
practice, they are to apt to confider the courte
of ail things asconnelted only with temyoral good
and evil, and themfelves as the center and circum-
fcr&ncc, the firlt caufe and the lalt end of all;
-afcribing to human underftanding deligns which
-only Infinite Wifdom can form, and t¢ human
power events which Omnipotence only can
produce. -

Left, therefore, this leaven of darkne s, pride,
and vanity, fhould have taken 1L{Y‘*ﬂnon and al-
‘tered the frame and halsit of our “arits, it may
‘not be improper to confider the fuczefs ot \War
in the firft general view, as the vifible effect of
human power, in which even the profefled Chrif-
tian is {0 apt to glory as his own work.

If the Chriftian, however, recolle&s himfelf,
he. will find War to be a fad confequence of
the apoftafy and fall of man; when he was
abandoned to the fury of his own Jufts «nd pai-
fions, as the natural and penal effect of breaking
loofe from the Divine Government, the tunda-
mental law of whichis LGV E « Thou [halt
¢ Jove the LLorD thy Gobp with all thy bear;,

otk
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* aorth all thy [oul, witd 41l thy mind, and with
““ alltly fremgth ; andthy ;ELLOW-CREATURE,
“ a5 thyfelf”

St. James nzth an{wered the queftion with re-
fpett to the caufe of War, in fo precife and de-
terminate a MANner, &5 to preclude all difficulty
and doubt about it: * me whence come wars
““ and fightings among you.” fays he? < Come they
“ not bence, even f your lufts that war in your
“ membeys. Iexili, and defire to have, and can-
¥ot obtais; 3¢ £kt and war; yet ye have not,
becarje ¢ q/K #of,’—becaufe ye have no re-
{pect to the will of ** THE LORD THAT REIGN-
4¢ £TH3” but, {criaking the SupreME Goob,
in whom alonc your happinefs confifts, ye follow
an ear<hiy and dceitful good, and think only of
procuring it by your own power. ““ 7¢ a/k, and
s yeceive N0 becaufe ye afk amifs” —trom a
pretended rcipe& to (m«: LORD THAT
REIGNETH,” but folely for animal and fenfuat
enjoyment, ““ zhat y¢ may confuine it wposn your

¢ |ufts.” .

~ Inthis very explicit and true account, War,
like all other evils, is defcribed as centering in
irfelf; and ihe end ofit, is declared to be the
gratification of thofe very appetites and paflions,
from which it derives its birth. And thus it ever
w3, and ever will be — forin his unhappy circle,
. wmch is, indeed, the great circle of the lnﬁory

¥ tnan, the facal m:lclucf procecds: War is the
oﬁspﬂno of the infeparable union between the
fenfual and malignant paffions; War pro?{*a&cd
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to a certain .period, neceflurily campels peace;
peace revives apd extends trade and commerce;
crade and commerce give new life, vigour and
-fcope, 2o the fenfual and malignant paffions; and
thefe parurally tend.to gencrate another War.
But War, confidered in itfelf, is the premedi-
tated .and determined deftrultion of human, be-
ings; of creatures originally ¢ forsed 4f¢er the
¢ irage of God,” and whofe prefervation, for
that reafon, is fecured by Heaven itlelf.within
the fences of this mghtcous law,: that ‘““ar tbe
¢ band of every maw's brother, ibe life of man
Jwall be required” And tho’ this created image
“of the Hol y Triune God muit be owned to have
been fo wretchedly defaced, as to retain but.a ve-
ry taint refenbiance of 1+ Divine original; yet,
as th(, higheft inforc: .zt of that heavenly law,
whiziy wio publifhed dor the fecurity o lifey it is
moft otacmu{ly ewed by the |ncarnation of
the Sea of God, and¥ke Indwelling of the Holy
- Gholt.
Fursher: the conf. quences of War, when im-
partially examined, will be found big, not only
with outward and temporal diftrefs, but with
an evil that extends where in the darknefs,apd
. tumule of human paffions it is neither. expected
nor conceive  to reach. That property is con-
founded, fcattered, and deftroyed; w,at laws
are trampicd under foot, government defpifed,
and the .ties of all civil and domeftic order broken
into pieces 5 that fruitful countries are made de-
. ferts, and flately citics a heap of ruing; that
matrons
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matrons and virgins are violated ; and neither
the innocenée of unoffending infancy, nor the
impotence of decrepit age, a protection from the
rage and thirft for blood—1s but the mortal pro-
geny of this teeming womb of mifchief. The
worit 1s ftill behind——and tho’ remote trom thofe
fenfes and paflions that are exercifed only by
prefent good and evil, and, therefore, not the
cbje¢t of common concern; muft yet, upon the
leaft recolletion, imprefs with horrer every mind
that believes there is a Righteous God, and a
ftate of retribution that is to laft for ever, But
what muft the Chriftian feel?2—he, who knows
that the fall of man is a fall from meeknefs, pu-
rity, and love, into fenfuality, pride, and wrath;
that the Son of God became inearnate; and fuf-
fered, and died, to reftore that firft life of meek-
nefs, purity, and love; and that for thofe, in
whom the reftoration of that life is not begun in
the prefent ftate, the Son of God incarnate has, it
1s to be dreaded, fuffered and died in vain——
what, I fay, muft he feel for thofe immortal fpi-
sits, that, in the earlieft dawn of their day of pu.
rification, are by hundreds and thoufands driven
inte eternity, in the bitternefs of enmity and
wrath — fome inflamed with drunkennefs ; fome
fired with luft; and all ftained with blood? In
th.ofe direful confliéts, which are.maintained with
fo much rage, that when the Vanquithed at laft
retreats with the lofs of TwexNTY-THOUSAND
HUMAN BEINGS, the Victor finds he Lis pura
chafed fome little advantage-at the expenceof
“  MORE
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MORE THAN HALF THAT NUMBER ¥ et
Heaven and earth! what a poflibility is here of
a facrifice made to the prince of darknefs, the firft;
and chief apoftate! who rejoices in beholding,
mien, thro' the abufe of thole benefits which un-
deferved Mercy has,conterred upon them, trans-
formed into enmity and hatred ot God and their
brethren ; torfaken by God, and deftroying one
another: and thus haltening once more into his
horrid {ociety; that having been accomplices
in his rebellion: they may become partakers of
his milery and torment, .

Now, if the man of valour, whom confenting
nations have dignified with the title of HeRro,
and the man devoted to the world, are afked,
from whence this immortal mifchief,that inay thus
extend its inuznce irto the regions of eternity,
can proceed ; what muft they anlwer ?—indeed,
what can they anfwer, but that it is engendered
by the love of human glory—as vain a phantom

as

* SmoLLeTT, in his Continuation of the Hiftory of
I'ngland, fpeaking of the battle of Cunersdorf, where the
Pruoffians attacked the Mufcovites in the year 17359, fays,
*“ 'The carnage was truly horrible; above twenty thoufand
““ Prufians lay dead on the field. The lofs of the Ruffians
‘¢ amounted to ten-thoufand. It muft be owned. that if the -
*¢ King was prodigal of his own perfon, he waslikewife very
free with thelives of his fubjefts.” He adds: ¢ Thatatno
““ time fince the days of iznorance and barbarity, have the
‘ lives of men been fquandered away with fuch profufion
““ as in the courfe of this German war. They have notonly
““ been unneceffarily facrificed in various exploits of no con-
*¢ fequence, but they have becn lavifhly expofed to all the
* rigour and diftempet of winter-campains,—=—in defpiie
*¢ of pature, and in contempt of humangity. !

®
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a5, ever play’d before a madman’s eye! by the
luft of dominion; the avarice of wealth; and
the infamous ambition of being dreaded as the
conquerors and tyrants of mankind? Heaven
preferve Bricain from thefe, ‘¢ earthly, fenfual,
¢ devilifb” motives—{o repugnant to the gene-
rous, compaffionate, and forgiving temper, with
which Redeeming Mercy has blett it, in union
with the purer beams of heavenly light ; that light
which is intended to remove all the darknefs of
human corruption, and transform felfith, fenfual,
proud, and malignant fpirits, into Angels of
patience, humility, meeknefs, purity, and love;
the * cbildren and beirs of God, the bretbren and
““ joint beirs of Chrifp!”

But Britain, in the midft of thofe outward ad-
vantages in which fhe is fo apt to place her con-
fidence, muft not forget, that there is no poffibi-
lity of being preferved from fuch principles,
dreadful and deteftable as they are, but by the
moft humble, affectionate, and conftant applica-~
tion to and dependance upon *¢ THE LorD
THAT REIGNETH,  that Gracious Power which
firft plucked them from her breaft. It is,indeed,
a ftanding obfervation among the prattlers of
human philofophy, ¢¢ that the mind muft be
““ very weak, that cannot bear a profperous con-
¢ dition : ” but where is the mind ftrong enough
to bear it, that is not bleft from Asovs with
fomething better than profperity itfelf? That is
not bleflfednefs, which is fomething that can be
feparated from the mind; much lefs that, which

B may
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may leave it miferable to all eternity; and leaft
of all that, which may tend to make it thus mife-
rable, by degenerating into a curfe. And this is
the cafe of all external things that are called blef-

- fings; which, in their own nature, are tem-

porary and changeable, and in their ufe and ap-
plication may be perverted to the moft danger-
ous and lafting evils: < If ye will not lay it to
““ beart,:to give glory unto my name, faith the
““ Lord of Hofts ; I will even fent a curfe upon you,
““ and I will cURSE YOUR BLSSINGS.” All
external blefiings, whether national or perfonal,

~ are curfes, when they become the fuel ot the fen-
- {ual and malignant fire in corrupt nature ; when

they not only alienate the mind from ¢ tHE
‘“ J.0ORD THAT REIGNETII,” but madden it
to impious rebellion and defiance againft him.
From this view of war, begun from human
paflions, and carried on for human purpofles, for

- honour, dominion, trade, or fome other end that

- c————

-

centeis in the prefent 'ie; itis evident, that the
Chriftian can have nointereft in it: he cannot de-
rive blefling from its fuccefs, nor triumph and
exult when to the fhort-lighted view of the hu-
man mind the appearance of fuccefs prefents it-
felf 3 he. Knows, that the means are infinitely
difproportionate tp the end ; and his Redeemer
himielf hus declared, that < all they that take the
% fword,” inflamed by malignity, and fecking
fome earthly and temporal good, * fball perifh

¢ with the fword.” But, without any circume-

ftances of limitation, the fame Redeemer, in the
Reve-
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Revelation of his future judgments upen a fallen
and obﬁmately evil world, has further declared,
that < be tbat leadeth fnto captivity, fball go into
“ captivity, and be that killeth with the fword,
““ muft be killed with the fword: Here is the trial
““ of the faith and patiencaof the faimts,” who,
being called to a ftate of futiering, and treading
in the footfteps of their great Examplar, ¢ when
“ they are reviled, revile not again; when they
““ fuffer, threaten not 3 but commit themfelves to
‘““ THE LORD THAT REIGNETH, to him that
' gudgeth righteoufly.” And to this folemn de-
claration of righteous judgment, the penman of
that awful book calls upen all mankind to attend,
and fays, ““-If any man bave an ¢ar,” an ear that
is not totally deafened by the tumultuous paf-
fions of nature, {eparated from God, dnd turned
wnolly to itfelt, ¢ Jer bim now bear;” let him
now repent, and forfaking his own fenfuai und
malignant will, feck afterthe GOD of P h,A\..]:,
and LOVL: and live.

We will, therctorc, turn our attentron to" the
cnly ligie in which Succcefs in War can proper-
ly be confidered by us; namely, As the fole
work of ¢ 7118 LORD. THAT REIGNETH ”—
a part of theadminiftration of that Merciful Pro-
vidence, which, thro’ all the revolutions of dif-.
ordered nature asd difordered life, purfues but
one invarisble purpofe, the Rc‘dcmption and Sal-
vatioil of man.

‘I'ke diforders of nature and of lif are wholly

Bz ~  the
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the effefts of fin; of a voluntary averfion and
alienation from the life, light, and love of God,
in perfe& union withwhich, pertet purity, peace,
and happinenefs are only to be found. Hence
that difcardancy of the outward elements, which
brings forth peftilemee, famine, inundations,
egrthquakes, ftorms, and tempefts : hence, in the
corporal part of the human frame, pain, ficknefs,
and death; in the mental; fenfuality, pride, and
malignity, including all the felfith and wrathful
paflions, that, betweer individuals, engender en-
vy, hatred, injury, reientment and revenge, and
between nations a peculiar kind of enmity and
wrong that iffues in war. In the elements ftrite
and evil will fublift, ’till they are purified’ and
united by the laft renovating fire; in man, ’ull
all the defigns of Grace are fully accomplithed :
but furrounded with evil as men are, and full
of evil'themfelves, what would become of the
whole wretched race at any given inftant of time,
at this very moment for example, if the effeéts of
that evil were not continually fufpended and di-
re@ed by Infinite Power, fo as to become con-
tinudlly fubfervient to the purpofes of Infinite
Wifdom, Righteoufnefs and Love, in Univerfal
Redemption.

~ The nature of that Redemption it would be
needlefs to mention, if in this age of levity we
were not fo apt to forget it. It is, in general,
a full reftoration of the life of God in the foul;
that Life of Father Son and Holy Spirit, which
was once the life and perfection of tallen angels

and
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and fallen man; which is and oniy can be the
life and perfection ot all holy angeld; and which
the Son of God has been reftoring to human na-
ture from the time in which Adamtell.

When the Son of God became incarnate, what
was implied in this Redemption as the eftect of
its influence upon man, was fully evident from
His dottrine and His lite; namely, the conqueft
and renunciation of the werld, and the death of
the will and all the appetites and pailions of fal-
len animal nature, thro’ faith in HiS NAME—.
not an hiftorical and fpeculative taith, a meer ra-
tional aflent to the truth of a well-attefted hiftorp+
of facts and doétrines; but a full, ardent, con-
tinual defire of the L1rr oF CHR1ST, as begot-
ten and tormed in the foul by the continual ope-
ration of the Holy Ghoft. Thus, what was at
firft the Perfonal duties of fingle Chriltians, when
they were fcattered over the face of the earth,
and were only parts of different nations ; became
afterwards National duties, when whole nations
became Chriftians. If, therefore, ¢“to love an ene-
'8¢ my, to forgive bimy do him good, and pray for
““ bhim”— 1t to ¢ gvercome the world,” whole
power confifts in ¢ the Juft of the flef, the luft of
““ the eye, and the pride of life” —are Chriftian
Perfonal duties ; if, te ¢ Jovethe Lord onr God with
“ ad our beait, with all our [ou!, with all our
““ mind, and with all our firength, and our fellorw-
““ creatures as ourfelves,” —is the purity and per-
feCtion of the Chniftian Perfond life; the fame
muft alfo be true of Chriftian Nationa! life and

duty-
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duty : for a Chriftian nation differs no otherwife
from a Chriftian perfon, than as the whole differs
from one of the pzrts of which it eflentially con-
fifts ; and is only the aggregated body of thofe
fingle perfons, on whom univerfally fuch duties
are enjoined, from whom univerfally fuch per-
fection-is required.

But, to this perfe&t and heavenly life and duty,
War is repugnant, invits taufe, in itfelf, and in
its confequences: it can be but comparatively

~ hrepugnant, with refpect to the degrees of its
own evil; and the more or lefs it partakes of the

«malignity of animal paffions, and the fenfuality
of animal views, the more or lefs obnoxious muft
it render a people to the fevere judgments of
““ THE LORD THAT REIGNETH.”

EXTRACTS
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EXTRACTS

from the WRiITINGS
OF

IVILLIAM L AW, M.A.

HAT grand enemy of mankind, the
I devil, is very juftly called in fcnpturc
the prince and god of this warld, for in-
deed he has great power in it, many of its rules,
and prmcxp]es being invented by this evil fpirit,
the fasher of all lies and fal{hood, to feparate us
from God, and prevent our return to happinefs :
For, accordmg to the fpirit and vogue of this
world, whofe corrupt air we have ail breathed,
there are many things that pafs for great and
honourable, and moft defirable, which yet are fo
far from being fo, that the true greatnefs and
honour of our nature confifts in the not defiring
them:" T'o abound in wealth, to have fine houfes
and rich cloaths, to be attended with fplendor
and equipage, to be beautiful in our periuns, to
have titles of dignity, to be above oyt fellow-
creatures, to be lookéd on with admiration, to
overcome our enemies with power, to lieap up
treafures upon earth, to add houfe to houfe and
field to field, and delmht ourfelves in the mioft:
coftly manner, thefe are the great, the honour-
able, <he defirable things, to whith the [pirit of
the world turns the eyes of mdt people, And
many a man is afraid of farding (il); and .t en-

gy,

B
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gaging in the purfuit of thefe things, left che
fame world fhould take him for a fool.

Yet the hiftory of the gofpel, is chiefly the hif-
tory of Chrift’s conqueft over this {pirit of the
world, and the number of true Chriftians, is on-
ly the number of thofe, who following the fpirit
of Chrift, have lived contrary to this fpiric of the
world.

This is the mark of Chriftianity, #hofoever
is born of God overccometh the world. 1 Johnv. 4.
Set your affecions on things above, and not ow
things on earth, for ye are dead, and your life
is bid with Chrift in God. Col.iii. 2. Love
not the world, nor the things of the world. If ny
wian love the world, the love of the Father isnot in
bin; for all that is inthe world, the luft of the fiefh,
the lufl of the eyes, and the pride of life is not of the
Latber , but is of the world. 1 Johnii 15. Know
ye not that the friendibip of the world is enmity with
God, whofoever therefore will be a friend of the
world is the enenty of God. Jamesiv. 4. Be not
confornied to this world: but be ye transformed by
the renewing o) yonr mind. Rom. xii. 2.

This is the language of the whole New-Tefta-
ment. You are to be dead to the world, and to
live a new life in Chrift Jefus our Lord. But not-
with{tanding the clearnefs and plainnefs of thefe
doétrines by which believers in Chrift are required
thus to renounce the world, yet great part of the
Chriftians livagad die flaves to the cuftoms and
tempers of the world. Lears of me, faith our
blefled Saviour, for I am meck and lewly in beart,

and
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and you fhall find reff toyour fouls. Matth, xi. 2g¢
Now this meek, this lowly ftate, that conftitutes
the true reft of the foul, cnnnot fubfift in any
mind, but fo far as it is thus dead to the world,
and has parted with all defires of enjoying all
its riches, pleafures and honours. So that in or-
der to be truly humble;, you muft unlearn all
thefe notions, which you have been all your life
learning, from this corrupe fpirit of the world.
You can make no ftand againft the affaules of
pride, the meek affections of humility can have
no place in your fouls, till you ftop the power of
the world over you, and refolve againft a blind
obedience’ to its laws. And when you are once
advanced thus far, as to be able to ftand #ill in
the torrent of worldly fathions, and opinions,
and examine the worth and value of things, which
are moft admired and valued in the world, you
have gone a great way i the gaining of your
freedom, and have laid a good fouadation for the
amendment of your heart. Think upon the rich,
the great, and the learned perfons, that have
made great figures, and been high in the efteem
of the world; many of them died in your time,
and yet they are furk, and loft, and gene, and as
much difregarded by the world, as if they had
been only fo many bubles of water, And is it
worth your while to lofe the fmalleft degree of |
virtue, for the fake of pleafing fo bad a m-‘ter,
and fo falfe a friend, as the world is. Is it worth
your while to bow the knee to fuch an ida;i, as
“ Ehis
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this, that fo foon will have neither eyes, nor
ears, nor a heart to regard you; inftead of
ferving that great, and holy, and mighty God,
that will make all his fervants partakers of his
own eternity.

Our blefled Saviour Jelus Chrift gave himfelf
for our fins, that be might deliver us from this pre-
femt evil world. Gal. i, 4. Chriftianity therefore
implieth a deliverance from this world; and he
that profefleth it, profefleth to live contrary to
every thing, and every temper, that is peculiar to
this evil world. The Apoftle John declareth this
orpofition to the world in this manner: They are
of the world, therefore (peak they of the world, and
the worid bearsththem : We are of God, &5¢c. 1 John
iv. 5. This is the defcription of the followers of
Chrift; and it is proof enough, that no people
are to be reckon’d Chriftians in reality, who in
their hearts and tempers belong to this world.
We knews, faith the fame Apoftle, zhat we are of
God, and the whole world listh in wickednefs.
Chap. v. 19. Chriftians thareferc ¢an no farcher
know that they are of God, than fo far as they
know they are not of the world, thatis, that they
don’t live according to the ways and Ipiri¢ of the
world. And he is only of God, or born of God,
in Chrift Jefus, who has overcome this world,
that is, whe has chofen to live by faith, and go-
vern his actions by the principles of a wifdom
revealed from God, by Chrift Jefus. They are
not of this world, as I ain net-of this world, fays

our
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our bleffed Saviour. This is the ftate of Chrifti-
anity with regard tq this world, the profeflion of
Chriftians requiring them tolive as citizens of the
new Jerufalem, and to have their converfation in
heaven, If you are not thus out of, and contrary
to the world, you want the diftinguifhing mark
of Chriftianity ; you don’t belong to Chrift, but
by being aut of the world, as he was out of it,
We may decceive ourfelvesy if we pleafe, with
vain, and foftning comments upon thefe words ;
?ut they are, and will be underftood in their firft
[implicity, and plainnels, by every one that resds
them in the {ame fpirit, that our bleffed Lord
fpoke them. And to underftand them in anp
lower, lefs fignificant meaning, is to Jet carnal
wifdom explain away that do&rme, by wh;«ch it
felf was to be deftroyed.

Our blefled Savnour fu&’ered and was 2 {a- |
crifice, to make our fuffering, and f{acrifice of
ourfelves fit to be received by God. -Arnd we
are to fuffer, to be crucified, to die, ang.to rife
with Chrift; or elle his crucifixion, death, and
refurretion will profit us nothing. The peceffity
of this conformity to all that Chrit did, asd
fuffered.upon our account is very plain trom the
whole tenor of fcripture. Firfl, As to his fuffer- |
ings, thisisthe only condition of our being faved
by them. If we fuffer with bint, we /Jmll alfa
reign with bim. 2 Tim.ii. 11. Secondly; As to .
his crucifixion, Knowing this, that our old map is
crucified with him, Rom.vi. 6, Here you fee

Coa2 Chrift
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Chrift is not ¢rucified in our f{tead; but unlefs
our old man be really crucified with him, the
crofe of Chrift will profit us nothing. Thirdly,
As to the death of Thrift, the condition is this:
If we be dead with Cbriff, we believe that we

all alfo live with biin, vers 8. If therefore
"Chrift be dead = lone, if we are not dead with
him, we are as fure from this fcripture, that we
fhall not live with him. Laflly, As to the refur-
rection of Chrift, the feripture ﬂaeweth us, how
we are to partake of the benzfit of it: ]fge be
rifen with Chrift, [eck thofe things which are
above, where Chrift fittetl om the right hand of God.
Col. iii. . It was for this rcafon, that the holy
Jefus faid of his difciples, and in them of all true
believers, They are not of this world, as I am not
of this wer.d. Becaufe all true believers conform-
ing to the fufferings, crucifixion, death, and re.
furrestion of Chnﬁt live no longer after the fpi-
rit and temper of this world, but their life is lnd
with Chriftin God. This is the ftate of fepara-
tior from the world, to which all orders of Chrif-
w.ans are called. They muft fo far renounce all
wordly tempers, be fofar governed by thethings
of another life, as to ﬂ]CW, that they are rruly
and really crumﬁcd dead, and rifen with Chrift,
If asty wian be in Chrift be is @ mew creature, old
things are paffed ~way, hebold [l things are le-
some new. 2 Cor. v. 17

The socione Phitolophers began all thei: vir.
tav in & ictal renurcation o the fpirit of iis

R . world ;
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-world ; they faw with the eyes-of heaven, that
darknefs was not more contrary to light, than
the fpirit and wifdom of this world was contrary
to divine witdom: Thercfore they allowed of no
progrefs in virtue, but fo far as a man had over-
come himfelf, and the {pirit of this world. This
gave a divine folidity to ail their inftructions, and
proved them to be mafters of true wifdom. But
the doétrine of the crofs of Chrift, the laft, the
higheft, the moft finithing ftroke given to the
ipirit of this world, that {peaks more in one
word, than all the philofophy of voluminous
writers, isyet profeiled by thofe, who arcin more
triend(hip with the world, than was allowed to
the difciples of Pithagoras, Socrates, Plato or
Epiéterus. Iay, it thole ancient Sages were to
ftart up amongft us with their divine wi{dom,
they would bid fair to be treated by the fons of
the gofpel, if not by fome Fathers of the church,
as dreaming Enthufiafts. But, this is a ftanding
teuth, the world can only love its own, and wif-
do: can only be juftified of her children. The
hewoven-born Epictetus told one ot his {cholars,
That then fic might fir" Jook upom bim/felf as baving
yrade fone irue proficiensy in wvirtue, when the
world took bim for a fool; an oiacle like thar,
which f{aid, the wifdom of this worid is foolifh-
nefs with God.

If you afk what is the apoftaly of thefe laft
times, or wncnce is ali the degencracv of the pre-
fent Chriftian chuich, it mult be placed to a

_ o worlde



Do 22 N8E

worldly fpirit. If here you fee open wickednefs,
there only form of godlinefs, it here fuperficial
holinefs, political piety, there haughty fanity,
artial zeal, it almoft every where, you lee a
fcw.iﬂl blindnefs, and hardnefs of heart, and the
church trading with the golpel, as vifibly, as the
old Jews bought and fold beafts in their temple,
al] this isonly fo many forms, and proper fruits
of the worldly fpirit. This is the great net, with
which the devil becomes a2 fither of men; and
be affured of this, that every fon of man is in this
net, till through, and by the Spirit of Chrift he
breaks out of it. I fay the Spirit of Chrift, for
nothing elfe can deliver him from it. If you
truft goany kind or form of religious obfervances,
to any Kind of learning, or effort of human pru-
deice, and then I will tell you what your cafe
will be, you will overcome one tenrper of the
world, only and merely by cleaving to another:
I'or nothing can overcome or renounce the world,
but fingly and folely the Spirit of Chrift. Hence
it is, that miany learned mer with ail the rich
furniture of their brain live and die flaves to the
ipirit of this world, the Spirit of Chrift is not
the only thing that is the defire of their hearts,
and therefore their learning only works in and
with the {pirit of this world, and becomes itfelf
no fmall parts of the vanity of vanities, |
Would you know the evil nature and efieét of

a {pirit given up to the world, and not fubjcCted
to the Spirir of Grace: you need only ook at
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the bleffed effelt of a continual ftate of watching,
. a continual humble application to Ged in the
true {pirit of prayer, for the one goes downwards
with the fame ftrength, as the other goes up-
ward, the one betroths, and weds to an earthly
nature, with the fame certainty, as the other
efpoufes, and unites to Chrift. The fpirit of
continual watchings and prayer, is a prefling forth
of the foul out of this earthly life, it is a ftretch-
ing with all its defire after the life of God,. it is
a leaving as far as it can, all its own fpirit, to re-
ceive a fpirit from above, to be one life, one
love, one {pirit with Chrift in God. This prayer,
which is an emptying itfelf of all its own lufts
and natural tempers, and an opening itfelf for
the light and love of God to enterintoit, is the
prayer in the Name of Chrift, to which nothing
is denied; for the love which God bears to the
foul, is an eternal never ceafing defire to open
the birth of his holy word and fpirit in it, and
ftays no longer till the door of the heart open
for Flim; and nothing does or can keep God
out of the fou!, or hinder his union with it, but
the defire of the heart turned from it. What the
foul defireth, that is the fewel of its fire, and as
its fewel is, {o 1s the flame of its life. As we fow
we fhall reap; if to the [pirit, we fhall reap life
and peace ; if to the flefh, we fhall of the Jjefn
reap corruption. Wherever and in what{oever
the will chufeth to dwell and “delighr, that be-
cometh the foul’s food, its cloathing and habira.
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tion. Since this is the cafe, let us ftop 2 while,
let our hearing be turned into feeling. Let us
confider, whether there is any thing in life, that
deferves a thought, but how to keep in a cone
tinual ftate of watching and prayer, that we may
attain to that purity ot heart, which alone can
{ce, find and poffcfs God.

THOMAS HARLEY -

| IN HIS
DISCOURSE on MISTAKES
concerning RELIGION, &c.

thus exprcffeth bimflf :
WH AT caufe hall we affign for the oppofi-

tion to Gofpel-truths that appears amengft
us, and for that diflike to thofe, who urge the
ncccﬂity of regeneration and of the {piri icual life 2
The true reafon is nigh at hand, tho’ oth=rs are
pretended : Such doctrines are contrary to the
maxims and principles that govern the hearts and
conduct of the children cf this generation, are at
variance with the falfe interefts of Heth and blood,
declare: open war againft the kingdom of Self |
and ftrike at every thing that is moft near and
dear to corrupt nature; and therefore carnal men
of every denomination think themfelves con-
cerned in charalter to oppole and difcredit {ucha
) | cpre-
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teprefentation of Chriftianity. They can be
zealous for epinions, forms, and an external wor-
thip of any kind, besaufe they leave themin quiet |
poffeffion of their ambition, their covetoufnefs,
their love of themfelves, and their love of the
world: They can readily take up a profeffion of
faith in a fuffering Saviour, nay bring themfelves
to truft in anoutward covering of his Merits and
Righteoufnefs for Salvation, becaufe this cofts
them nothing; but to be cloathed with his fpiric |
of humility, poverty and felf-denial ; to re-
nounce their own wills in his lowlipefs, meek.
nefs, anpd total reflignation to the will of God,
to mortify the flethly app=tites; to be crucified
to the world; to ftrip themfelves of all com-
placency and fatsfaction in thofe endowments, ;
whether natural or acquired, which appear great
and glorious in the eyes both of themfelves and
others; and, in a word, to take up theiictofs, !
and nikedly follow a naked Chrift in the regene- |
ration: Thefe are hard fayings, they cannot |
bear them : But wifdom s juftified of her children; ;
unacreptable as thefe doctrines are to cihers, yet |
to them, and in them toe, they are the power of
God, ard the wifdom of God. It was by fuch |
fool:fhnefs of preaching that Chrift’s kingdom
firfy prevailed over the kingdoms of this world; |
and it muft be by the fame do&rine, under the |
influence of the fame fpirit, that we can only
hope for its continuance to the end of ic, |

‘The way to any good degree of perfeion ir
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. the divine life, lies thro® great mortification and
| felf-denial : Some thinkit enough toget doctrines
! into the head ; but till the heart is in fome mea-
~ fure purified by faith, nothing is rightly done:
and in order to this, the children of Anak, (thofe
. corrupt paffions and inclinations that war againt
the foul) muft be driven out, the perverfenefs of
the will broken, the underftanding fimplified,
she pride of our hearts pluckt up by the roots,
and all the cords that bind us to the world, and
the things of it, untwifted; in a2 word, ouridols
muft be caft out, and every curfed thing re-
moved that {feparates betwixt God and us; for the
pure in heart, and they only, fhall fee God. It
was by this kind of holy violence practifed on
themfelves, that the worthies both of the Old and
New Teftament, in all ages of the church, have
- laid Jold on the kingdom of heaven, been favoured
with fuch rich communications from God, and
~ enabled to work fuch wonders as furpafs the be-
lief of many in this degenerate incredulous age :
~ And that a preparatory difcipline of ftrictnefs
~ and feverity is neceffary in order to qualify us
" for any extraordinary vouchfafements of illumi-
nation and grace, we may learn from the ichools
~ inftituted among the Jews for the training up of
- perfans for the prophetic office, where they were
- educated in great abitration from the world, in
the government of their paffions, and the mor-
* tification of their natural propenfions, that being
~ fo difengaged trun e comimon impediments of
} a holy




a holy life, they might be more at liberty - for
devotion and the contemplation of heavenly
things, and by fuch previous exercifes become
fit inftruments for the Holy Spirit, and more
receptive of heavenly wifdom. Thus came they
out holy enthufiafts, men of God furnifhed to
every good word and work, fcribes well in-
ftruted unto the kingdom of heaven, and fear-
lefs of giving offence in the way of duty, even
before kings, being no lefs qualified for reproof
and corretion, than for dotrine and inftruétion
n righteoufnefs : patterns thefe for all perfons of
a religious charater, whether they live in col-
leges or in kings houfes ; whether they attend on
thofe who go cloathed in purple and fine linnen,
and fare {umptuoufly every day, or are called
forth to a more promifcuous employment of
their office ; for tho’ the difpentation of prophecy,
as it refpects the foretelling future events, has a
long time ceafed in the church, yetthe charadter of
prophets in the capacity of declarers of God’s word
and will, and as denouncers of his judgments on
all impenitents, even the moft diguified of-
fenders,isnever to ceafe in it, neither is the Lord’s
hand fhortned that it cannot extend comfart anct
courage, light -and direétion for thefe purpofcs !
now as formerly : But, alas! our hiearts are ftrait- |
ned that they cannot receive it as they ought,
and we are fo entangled, as to many of us, with
fuch an evil covetoulnefs after the things of this
kife, fo ftudious to feek the honour that cometh
D 2 ot
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of man, more than the honour that cometh of
God, that we want boldnefs to hold thefaith of
- our Lord Tefus Chrift without refpect of perfons:
For let men be never fo highly titled or charac-
tered, let their pretenfions to learning be what
they will, and their acquaintance with creeds,
canons and commentators never fo extenlive,
yet fo long as they continue men of this world,
and follow the things of it, fo long as their af-
feCtions are fet on things bencath, and their hearts
wnfurrendered to God, they are Rot better than
dry bones as to the divine life, without marrow
or moifture; and as they cannot in fuch a ftate
receive the thingsof the Spirit of God, not have-
ing fpiritual fenfes exercifed thereto, fo will thefe
things of courfe appear toolithnefs unto them in
others, and they will fpeak evil of that which
they know not. It is from a revival of the fpirit
of true Chriftianity in the hearts of men alone,
that we can hope to ee peace reftored on earth
among the divided churches of Chriftendom.
Whilft religion refides enly in the reafoning part
of man, itis tin&ured with all the  prejudices
and paffions of his nature, and his reafon will be
ready to plead for, or againft the truth, as in-
tereft or education {fways bhim —— But the
wifdom that is from above is firft pure, then
peaceable, gentle, full of mercy, and without
partiality; for the fame good fpirit that en-
lightens the underftanding, cleanfes the heart of

all -
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all'bitternefs, malice, and hypocrify, - and there-
fore operates by purencfs, by nnowblqrdge, ‘by
love unteigned.

A par\:y-fpmt., whcthcr it be in rcligwn or
politics, proceeds from littlenefs of mind and
narrownefs of heart, it puts out both the eye of
the judgment and the eye of charity, and fe kin-
ders us from feeing thc brighteit excellence in
our neighbour that is not juft as high or low as
ourfelves; as | heard a man of lcarning once fay,
that he could not allow Milton’s Paradife Loft to
b= a good book, becaufe written by an Oliverian,
But the Chnthan knows no fuch ftraitnefs; for
his bowels are enlarged towards all that will
come within the embraces of his ctarity, which
1s as wide as the eaft is from the welt. He can-
not wrangie and hate about differences of opinion,
for he is got above them; his call, his univerfal
call is love, ind he has adgpted for his motto that
faying of Luther: /8 whomfoever I fee any thing
of Chrift, bim I lgve. In. this man, wherefoever
he lives, and by what name foever he is called,

AR MNP

the kingdom of Chrift is come: and of fuch hea-
venly men and women it will confift in that en- -

larged glorious ftate of it which we are given to
look for: And what, if it be already begun on
~earth ! |

‘¢ The one true church of Chrift iz th. com-
“ munion of faints, and charity; true =n..ity,
¢ 1. e. the love of Chrift is the life and fou! of it
¢ Is then the love of God fhed abroad in wut

“¢ hearts
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s« hearts, and have we fervent charity among
¢¢. ourfelves? For, be, it known of a truth, that
““ as much as we poflefs of this heavenly trea-
“ fure, fo much have we of Chriftianity, and no
“ more; and that without it, all zeal for reli-
¢ gion is but contention, all modes i worfhip
“ but formality, and all orthodoxy but vain
“ opinion. »

FINTIS.



