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SHORT OBSERVATIONS ON ~ '~

Introdudory to fome ExTrAcCTg from
t}uwmmg of the ABBE RAYNAL,

on r‘lat 1mpox tant SlleC&

HF N thc (,cnex al Congrcfs firft af-
fembled, they prefaced the reafon

of their feparation from Great Britain, with
the following fentence, ¢ We hold thefe
< truths to be f{elf evident, That all men
¢ are created cqual, that they are endowed
by their Creator, with certain unaliable
‘ rights ; that amongft thefe are hife, liber-
¢ tv, and the purfit of happinefs” And
in the declaration of the 6th of July 1775,
Congrefs have in very forcible language
declared their opinton ¢ that it was con-
‘ trary to the mtent of the Divine Author
 of our cxiftence, that a part of the hu-
‘ man kind thould hold an abfolute pro-
perty and unbounded power over o-
thers, marked out by infinite goodncls
and wifdom, as thc objedts of a Legal
Domination,----- ‘That reverence for our
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© great Creator, principles of humanity,
¢ and the diftates of common fenfe, muft
convince all thofe who refle& upon the
{fubjed&t, that Government was inflituted
° to promote the weltare of mankind,
“ and ought to be adminiftercd for the
¢ attainment of that end.” As thefc re-
fletions apply to human naturc in ge-
necral, however divertificd by colour and
other diftinctions, how: far the fituation of
the Negroes fuill kept in Slavery, on this
continent 1s confonant thereto, 1s a matter
which calls for the moft {crious attention
ot all thofe who, indced believe, 1na ge-
neral Providence, and that the good Au-
thor of our being multiplics his bleflings
in proportion aswe render ourfelves wor-
thy by the practice of Juftice and Love.
Hencc it becomes a matter of the utmoft
weight to the Americans, in a peculiar
manner, dulvy to cenfider how far they
can juflify a conduct fo abhorrent from
thefc {acred truths as that of dragging thefe
opprefled Strangers from their native land,
and all thofc tender connections, wnich
wc hold [0 dcar; the violence exerciicd
over them, to oblige them to do the fervile
othces of life, for thofe whole fupertority
has been obtamncd by an illegal forcg;
uaderthe fanction of uniwdt laws; laws fram-

| cd

~

L}




(3 ) |
ed to hold in bondage, a bondage often ri-
gorous and cruel, a people over whom
they have not the leaft thadow of right; a
bondage without condition, without end,
and without appeal. Under this profpe&t
of the fituation of theic Black People,
muft not every fenfible, fecling heart be
fhlled vith fympathy and feariul appre-
hentions.  Well may the words of Scrip-
ture be applicd to them, ¢ Bchold the
“* tears of the opprefled and they had no
““ comforter;” andindecd, what refuge,
wnat appeal can a lave have, when cruelly
uicd by an inconfiderate mafter, or by a
hard-hcarted overfeer.  How incontiftent
is this abhorrent practice, with cvery idea
of Liberty, cvery principle of humanity.
Nay 1s it not of publick notoricty that thofc
matters or oveifeers, who by il ufage, or
by an unrelenting fcourge, have brought
their Slaves to an untimely end, havefcarce
been called to any account, by thofe who
ougriit not to bear the fword in vain: Scarce
an milance can be menticned even of any
man’s being capitally arraigned for the
witiul murder of a flave.  Nav, dreadf:l
to miention, do not the laws in feme of the
Hlinds, and frequentadvertifements in the
Southern States, in effest encourage the
murder o a Negroe, who has abiented

himicir
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bimlelf for a certamn time from his ma-
ster’s fervice, by giving a reward greater
for the poor fugmvc s head than for bring-
wig him home alive.

When this unjuft and cruel treatment
of tiie Negrocs is confidered, and brought
to the tefl of the above declarations, will
1t not appear wonderfully incoittittent and
o matter of allonifhment, to the whole
world, that an alteration of conduet to-
waids them, has not yet taken place, pre-
paratory to a general abolition of dlavery
on the contnent; a ftep which every prin-
ciple of honour, reafon, and humanity
call for, and which may well be ctfected
i fuch a2 manncr as will conduce to the
happinets of the mafter as well as the
flave. But fuch is the force of the habi-
tual depravity, when fupported by the
practice of great numbers, efpecially n
that which flatters our intereft and fooths
our paflions, that the mofl firiking mitan-
res of oppreffion and cruelty, fuch as
would make a firanger, at the firfl glunce,
ihuddzr, lofe all ther force upon minds
accuttomed, from their infancy, to fee op-
preffion rcién uncontrouled; thele can fee
the galling chians, the crucl flripes; the
dying groan without pain; ‘and without
reficction or prry, can difregard the heave-

rending
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rending fuffering, which many of thefe
their afflicted fellow-men undergo,= be-
fore the remembrance of palt enjoyments

* A ftnking inftance of this kind appeared in the cafe
ofaNE GROE, refiding near PhiLapeLrH1A. From
his fi:ft airival he appearcd thosgntful anfi dejetted, fr.c-
quencly dropping tears, when fondling his mafter’s chil-
dren ; the caufe of which was not krown tH! he was able
t6 be underftvod, when he gave the following account.
Tha. e had a wife and children in his own country, that
fome of thefe being fick, he went in the night time to
fetch wa:er at a {pring, where he was, violently, feized
and carried awsy, by perfons who lay in wait to caich
men; from whence he was tranfported to AMERICA ;
that the remembrance of his family and friends, whom
he never expe&ted to fze any more, were the principal
caufe of his dejetion and grief. Now can any whofe
mind is not rendered quite cbdurate by the prattice of
oppreiion, orthe love of gain, hear this relation without
being affefted with fympathy and forrow ; and doubtlefs
ihe cafe of many of thefe afl:&ted peopls will be found te
be attended with circumftances equaliy tragical aad ag-
gravating. And if we enquire of thole Negroes who
were brought from their native country, when children,
we fhall find many of them have been flolen away, whea
abroad from their parents on the roads, or watching their
corn fields. Now TENDER PAREWNTs; and all who are
real friends of LIBERTY ; and you who are willing to
read the book of Confcience, and thofe that are learned
in the law, what can you fay to thefe deplorable cafes ¢
When and how have thefe opprefled ftrangers forfeited
their liberty ; muft not ycur heart aflent to the declara-
tion publickly made by a refpe¢table member of the Af-
fembly of Virginia? ¢ That there cannot be in rature,
* there is not in hiftory, an inftance in which cvery right
* of men is more flagrantly violated.” Does not juflice
loudly call for L1BerRTY being reftored to them? Is it
rot the duty of every difpenf:r of juitice, who is not for-
getful of his own humanity, to remember that they are
men, and to declare them free. Where evils of fuch
magnitude are reither inguired into nor redrefled by
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and their native vigour and love of liber-

ty, can be broke down into tamc {ubmif-

fion to the abfolute will of their lordly op-

pretlors.  No plea of difficulty eught to
~prevent our {peedily doing that juftice to
thele opprefled people, which the nature
of their feveral cafes will allow, fuch as

declaring their offspring free at a f{uitable

age; and inftead of extorting their fervice

by feverity of.difcipline, make way for

their freedom, by giving them ftch an

intereft in thewr own labour as may ftir

them up to the utmoft exertion of their

vigour and induftry, and encourage them

to employ thole talents and ingenuity,

which are now deprefled by flavery, for

the general good; thus from grudging

dangerous Slaves they may become willing

minded labourers, cqually concerned with

their mafters tn promoting the lafety and

happinefs of thewr country. It will be

when mealures of this kind takes place n

America, and when a final end 1s put to

a

Sthofe whofe duty 3t ic, ¢ to feek judgment, to relieve the
¢ oprreffed, tojudge for the tatnerlefs, and plead for the
¢« widow,” 1fa. 1. 17. what can be expefied but that the
groans and cries of thefe fufterers wiil reach Heavew,
and what fhaliye do * wnemn GOD rifeth up,.and when
* he vii:eth.’ What wiil ye anfwer bim? Did not l.‘.e
that made them moke us; and d1d rot one fathion usia

ik wamb,  Jobs xxxi. 14 ‘
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a horrible Slave Trade in England, that

both countries may expeé& to flourith, un-
der the blefling of Him who delights in
Juftice and Mercy; and has promifed to
reward every country, as well as indivi-
dual, according to their deeds.

To affift in eradicating the deep rooted
prejudice which an education amongft
Slaves has planted in many minds, let us
attend to what the Abbe Raynal, that ce-
lebrated Philofopher 2i.d ifriend to Man-
kind, has faid on the fubje& of Slavery.

‘ Iwill not, fays he, difgrace myfelf by
¢ adding onc to the litt of venal writers,
 who have proftituted tueir pens in de-
* fence of a trade {c abhorrent from the
‘ laws of univerfal juftice.  No principles
< of pohicy can juftify the breach of her
« Sacred Laws. In (o enlightened an age,
‘ an age where fo many errors are boldly
« laid open, it would be thamefvl to con-
¢ ceal any truth that is intercfiing to hu-
“ manity. We will firft prove that no
¢ rcalon of flate can authorize Slavery.
“ In doing this we thall not hefitate to ar-
¢ raign, before the Tribunal of Etcrnal
¢ Light and Juflice, all thole governments
* who tolerate the cruel practice, or are
« not athamed to make it the bafis of their
‘¢ POWET,
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not prevail upon himfelt to treat the
queftion concerning Slavery, in a ferious
light. In reality it 1s degrading to rea-

~ fon to employ it. 1 will not fay in de-

fending, but cven in refuting an abufe fo
repugnant to it; whoever juftifies fo

. odious a fyftem deferves the utmoft con-
tempt, &c. &e. Will 1t be fad

that he who wants to make mec a Slave
does me no injury, that he only makes
ufe of his nights? Where are thofe rights
(may the Slave fay) who has ftamped
upon them fo facred a charadter as to fi-
lence mine. He who fupports the fyf-
tem of Slavery is the enemy of the whole
human race. He divides itinto two fo-
cieties of Legal Affaffins, the Oppredlor
and the Opprefled, &c. &c. But
the right of Slavery, you fay, extends
only to the right of labour, and the pri-
vation of liberty, not life. What! does
not the mafter who difpofes of my
ftrength, at his pleafure, difpofe of my
life, which depends on the vcluntary
and moderate exercife of my faculties:
What is exiftence to him who has not
the difpofal of it? I cannot kill my Slave,
but I can make him biced under the
whip of an executicner; 1 cin over-
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whelm him with forrow, drudgery, and
want: I can injure him every way, and
fecretly undermine the principles and
fprings of life: I can {mothei by flow
punithment, the wretched infant which
aNegroc Woman carries in her womb.
‘Thus the laws proteéts the Slave againft a
viclent death, to leave to my cruelty the
right of making him die by degrees.
‘ Let us proceed a ftep farther, the right
of Slavery 1s a right to perpetrate all
furts of crimes; thofe crimes which in-
vade property; for Slaves are not fuf-
fered to have any, even in thewr own
perfons; thofe crimes which deftroy per-
lonal fafety, for the Slave may be facri-
ficed to the caprice of his mafter; thofe
crimes which make modefty thudder ;
my blood riles at thofe horrid images.
I hate, I fly the human {pecies, made up
only of victims and executioners, and 1f
1t 1s never to become better, may 1t an-
nihitlate 1telf. A word more, tince all
muft be {aid, Cartouche, the famous
(Frcnch Hignwayman) Cartouche feated
at the foot of a tree, in a deep forett,
calculating the profits and charges of
his robberies, the rewards and pay ot
his atlociates, and adjufting with them
tie 1dea of proportion and diftributive
¢ juflice;
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quftice; this Cartouche is he not like a

merchant equiping a veflel for the Gui-
nca Trade, who reclined on his defk,
with his pen in his hand, fettles the num-
ber of attacks which he can caufe tc be
made on the ceaft of Guinea, who de-
liberately examincs how ‘many hrelocks
cac: 1l\cgroe will colt him, how manv
iron fetters to confine him on boald,
how many whips to make him work.
What think you of thus paralle}. The
highwayman attacks you and takes your
money; the trader carrice off even your
perfon. ‘The one invades thie rights of
fociety, the other tacfe of nature. This
certainly is the truth; and if there ex-
iited a reiigion which authorized, even
only by 1ts filence, fuch horrors, 1f ic
d:d not continually denounce vengeance
againft the authors or the inftruments of
this t\'ranny; if 1t made 1t criminal for
the Slave to breal his bonds; it 1t fut-
fered inits bolim the miquitous Judge
who conderns the tugitive to death; 1
iuch a religion exited, the minitter and
the altar ought to be cruthed in one
common ruit.’

The fame Author makes a farther note

(which s _eit out in the Englith Tranila-
tion) upon the arguments frequently ad-

vanced
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vanced by fome, even teachers under dif-
ferent denominatiens, in vindication of the
Slavery of the Negroes, as being the ef-
fedts of the curfes denounced againft Cain
or Canaan, whofe delcendants they fup-
pofe them to be; n 4 vol. p. 154, French
Edit. ¢ Great God, fays the Abbe, what
attrocious cxtravagancies are imputed to
‘ tiec, by beings who {peak and a& only
“ by a free gift of thy power; who afcribe
¢ to thee words and aétions agreeable to
¢ the nidiculous caprice of their ignorant
¢ prefumption.  Are they Devils who
¢ Dlafpheme thee, or men who czll them-
¢ felves thy minifters.” Philo. Hift. of the
Indics.

The writer of the foregoing introduc-
tory obfervations, i. c. A. Benezet, teacher
of a fchool eftablithed by private fubfcrip-
tion, in Philadelphia, for the inftruétion of
the Black Children and others of that
people, has, for many years, had oppor-
tunity of knowing the temper and genius
of the Africans; particularly ot thofe un-
der hus tuition, who have been many, of

ditferent ages; and he can with Truth and
Sincerity declare, that he has found a-

mongft thiem as great varicty of Talents
cquahy capabic oi mmprovenient, as a-
mongil a like numiber of Vvhites; and be
13
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is bold to affert, that the notion cntertained
by fome, that the Blacks are infcrior to the
Whites in their capacities, is a vulgar pic-
judice, founded on the Pride or Ignorance
of their lordly Mafters, who have kept
their Slaves at fuch a diftance, as to be
unable to form a right judgment of them.

& In the Hotvr orF REFLECTION,
that awful hour which will come uvpon all,
not hardned in obduracy or funk in flu-
piudity, when people are {o far brought to
themlelves, as impartially to review the
tranfactions of their patt life, how much
comfort will 1t afford to thofz, who lay-
ing afide all views of intereft, have Ia-
bourcd by precept and example to de-
preciate and remove an evil of fo deep a
die, an evil fo big with dreadtul con-
{equences to their Country, to themiclves,
and yet more {o to therr unhappy offspring,
thercby made a prey to that floth and
1dlenefs, that pride, cruelty and lacivioul-
nefs, the natural produce of SLAVERY.

On the other hand, what ANGuisy
oF SouL, what Refledtion from others,
will at luch a period be the porton of
thole who for feliifh ends, 1n order to fup-
port a life of Pride and Luxury, will have
flifled the Convictions of Confcience, m
tavour of a practice as pregnant with ruin
ofevery kind,as itisincontiflient withevery
1dza 0i dlcuwon, Fechingand ilumanine.




