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Some - obfervations om the Inporiation and pur-
chafe of Negvoes.

YN ancient Times it was the Pra&ice of manv Nations,
N when at war with eachother, to fell the Prifoners they
% »..de in Batde, in order to defray the nces of the
a1, This unchniftian or rather inhuman PraSice, after
many Ages continuance, isat lengthgenerally abolifhed by
the Chriftian Powersof Eurepe, bus &lill continues among

fome of the Nations of Afia and Africi, and to our f
Experience we find it alfo practifed by the Nadves of
America, In the prefent war, how many of our poor
Country Men are dicgged to Bondaceand fold for Slaves g
ho w many mourn, = ffusband, a Wife, a Child, aParent
or fome near Relation taken from them; and were we
to foliow them a little farther, and. {ee them expofed to
fale and bought up to be made a Gain of, what Heart fo
hard that would not melt with Sympathy and Sorrow : And
could we hear the Purchafers, for the {ake of Gain, pufh-
mgon the Savages to captivate our People, what inhuman
) fho:lac% we call them, what Punifliment fhould
:‘x their Guilt deferved ! But while our Hearts are

aff for our Brethren and Relations, while we feel for
out own Fleth and Blood, let us cxtend our Thoughts
to others, and allow me, gentle Reader! to recommend to
thy ferious Conuderation, a Practice that prevails among
feveral Nations who call themfulves Chriftians, and I am
forry to fay it, m which we s a Nation are deepl- engag-
Sed, &: which is of fucha Nature, as that nothing canbe more
nconiiftant with the Doftrines and Prallice of our meek
Lord and Mafter, nor ftained with a deeper Dye or In-
juitice, Cruelty and Oppreflion, 1 mean the SrLave
RADE, the purchafing and bringing the poor Negroes
from their Native Land, and fubjecting them to a State of
A perpetual Bondage, and that often the moft cruel aad op-
prefive, And this carried on cheifly at the inﬁ'?anon of
thofe to wihom the Promulgation of the merciful, pu-e,
and holy Gofpel of Chrift Jefus was committed. Wil
not the juft Judge of all the Earth vifit for all thus? Oz
dare we fay, that this very Praltice is not one Caufct'nof
ef
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the ('J mities we at t*rcfent fjuffer, And that the
Captivitv of our Puph I ot to tu\h us to feel for
othors, ;:;_\i toiriuce us to difceuregs a Trade, by which
many Vaainds 1xL'Yk1n‘ captivated 7 Evils do not
arifeove. o he Du.h nor does the Almighty willingly af-
f:& the Chileren of Men; But when a People offend ss
a Naton, or ina puhl.\k C. P witv, the Juftice of his
moridl Covernment requires that as @ Nation they be
unithed, swhich is zenerally done by War, Famine or
cftilence. I krow there are mm.y -\rmmmts cHfered
in fAvour of the Pu rch..;\..s but thev are Call drawn frem
Avarice or G founlded, rone will fland the '1 Lﬁ of that
divine Rl To ar wnce @l Afen, as we wenld they fpoxld
€ oz ows, Without Purchafers, there \\ox“l be 1o
f}ud‘. and confequently every Purchaier as he encou-
vos the Trale. Hbc\"xk\qﬂr lanw.rh; (it of ity ond
t‘\.,t they muav fee what a deop dve the Guiltas of, 1
bor leave to quote fome Extr“gt\ tra,m th: Writios of
Perfonsof Note, who have been lepe eninloyed o n the
i\ﬁigan'f‘“tb' and \\nﬂf. Situntion =nd Office in the
Foterios will not admit an+ to oudtso.n the Truth of
what thy relate, By thefe we fh Al {ce, that [ to
gut Slaves, the E “uropeans fetthad at the Fatories in Afri-
i, er"‘n'"" e W ars, and promote the Praétice of #tealing
Ven, Wemen and r.‘\’r:n wt:ch they readily purchafe
anthout any Rezord to Juthice, Equity or any of the ten-
aer Ties of Nature.
$F:0izm Bojreen, Fadter for the PDutch Arrican Com-
panv . st the F: "“m\ at Deratina, who wrote an Ac-
count of thatCountrv, now more tlun ffty Ycars paft,
tells his Renders ¢ That the Booty which the Npegro
¢Soiiers aim at in their Wars, are Ornements oi Goid
¢and Prifoners of War, in Order to fell them for Slaves
¢at Plexfure, that many of the Inhabitants depend on Plun-
$der and thg Sluve-T'rade ; and that when Vellels arrive,
“if they have ne Stock of Slaves, the Faltors truit the In—
‘habit. nts with Coods for the Value of one or two
‘Hunared Shwves, which they fend into  the inland
¢Ceurtry in Order to buy bh\c 8, at azl Markets even

*fometimes two Hundred Miles deep in the Country,
‘t\hcrc
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¢ where Markets of Men wcrc)kcpt i1 the fame Manna
¢ as thofe of Beafts with u.,  Hc tarther adds, Ther, i
¢his Time, the Europeans turnithed the L\(QTO s with an
“incredible Quantity of Fire-Arms and (nmpuwdcr
“which was then the Cheif vendible Merchandize ther
This was the State of the Negro Trade when Bﬂ/n-az
wrote his Account of Grine a, which, asT hive (lready
farl. wzs more than fiity Years a"o Sinze that Tirae the
T'rade is prodigiously augmentual, there heing now more
than ten Ships to one that was then im=loyed in it: And
as the Demard for Slaves has auzmeited, fo have the
Negroes been the more induced not onlv to wage War
one with another, but alfo to put in practice the moft
bzfe and inhuman '\ht}‘ods n Order to et their unhappy
Countrymen into ther Povur that they may fell them
to the European 'I'raders,

Fobn Barbet, Agent Generzlof tha French Royal Afri-

can Company, inhis Acc, printed 1732 writes as follows,
¢ Thofe Slaves fold by the Ne«roc\, are for the moft
¢ Part Prifoners of War, taken either i ficht or purfuit,
¢or in the incurfions they makeiitto their Encmles Tern-
¢ tories ; othersare {tolen away by their own Contry-Men,
<and fome there are who wiil fcll their own Lf'xldren
¢ Kindred or Neigabours, This has often been fecn, :md
¢to compafs it, they defire the Perfon they intend to fell,
¢ to help them in carrying fomething to the Faltory b
¢ Way of Trade, and when there, the Pesfon fo delud
‘not under‘}andmg the Language, 15 fold and delivered

up as a Slave, nowwithfta ndmm all his Refiftance and ex-
¢claimmyg aganit the Treacherv, Abundance of little
¢ Blacks of both fexes are alfo ftolen awzy by their Neigh-
‘bours, when found abroad on the Roads, or in the
¢ Woods ; or ele in the Corn Fields, at the Time of the
¢ Year when their Parents keep them there all Day, to
¢ {care away the devouring fmail Birds,

A Perfon of Candour and undoubted Credit now hving
i Phitadelphia, who was on a trading Voyage, on the
Coattof Guinea, about feven Years was an Eve Wit
nefs of the Mifery and Deiolation aELCh the Purchafe of
NMaves occafions in that Country, a particular lnﬂancchot

whict
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which he relates in the ful'nwmo Manner viz. ¢Being
¢ on that Couft, at a Place callad E‘u alia, the Commander
¢ of the Veflel according to Cuftom - ni2 Perfonon Shore,
¢with a Prefent to the King of the Cnumry, acquainting
“him with their arrival, and letting him know that they
¢ wanted 1 Carco of Skaves : The King promifed to fur-
¢ nxfh them with Slav es, and in Order to do xt {et out to
o to War againft his Enem’es. deftzning o tofurprize
ome Town and take all the People Prifoners,  Some-
¢ time after the King fent thein Word hehad not yet met
<with the defired fuccefs, having been twice repulfed,
¢in attempting to break up two Towns; but that he i
¢ hoped to procure a Number of Slaves ior them s and in
« this Defign he perfifted, till he met his Enemies i the
s Field, where a Battle was feueht, which Lited three
¢ Davs, during which Time the Engacement was fo bloady,
¢ thar 4500 were flainen the Spot. Think. f: s the Author,
¢ what a piuable fizht 1t way, to fee the Wi o“ 3 “‘c\.pmo’
& over their loft Hufbands, -nd Orphans deploring the i lots
€of their Fathers &c,  What muft we thir k of that crue
Wretch whe accaftoned fuch a Scene ot Miicry, or what
of thofe who for the fake of Gain infhirated him to it.
N. N. Brue, anoted Traveller. a Narative of whofe
Travels is tobe met with in anew Colle&ion of V oyages,
rinted by the King’s Authority in the Year 1745, Tells
is Readers ; ¢ T'hat tire Europeans are far from deiiring to
‘a&as Peace-i\dakcr amungit the Negroes, which would
¢ be aching contrary to their “Intereft, fince the ercater the
¢ Wars, the more Slaves are procured He alfo gives an
Account of the Manner 'n which the Slavesare got, inthe
Place where he then was, in the to!lomno Terms viz.
¢ Whena Veflelarrives, the Kii ing of the Con intry fends a
¢ T'roop of Guards to fome V dlaoe which they furround ;
¢ then feizing as many as they have Orders for, they bind
¢ them and fend them away to the Ship, were the Ship’s
¢ Mark being put upon them, they are hear’d of no more,
¢ They ufually carry the Infants in Sacks, and gag the Men
¢ and Women for fear they fhould alarm the v 1llages, thro’
¢ which they arecarried : For,fayshe, thefe A&tions are ne-
¢ ver commttted in the Viilages near the Factories, whichitis

¢ theKing’s Intereft not to ruin, butin thofe up the Country.
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Allo, Yofeph Randal, ix(1 }:i\)Book of Geography, prin-
ted in the Year 1744, in the Account he aives of the
Guinea Trade, after generally confirnming, the above Ac-
count, adds: ¢ I'hat intime of fuli Peace nothing is more
¢ common, than for the N:aroes of one Nation to {teal
¢ thofe of another, and fell thein to the Europeans, There
¢has, favs he, been Initances amongft the Neeoroes of
¢ Caddren felling their Fathers and Mothers, when they
“have been wearv of them, and wanted to eniov what
¢ thev had: which I fuppoie, tays that Author, auve birth
¢to the Laws, bv which the Children ire not to inherit
¢ the Goods or Eftates of their Fathers and Meathers,
¢ [hus, thefe poor Creatures are brousht down to the
¢ Coaft to be fold to the Merchants of Europe, When
> the Price 1s acreed upon, which tor an able bodied Man,
¢ under thirty ive Ycarsof age, mav be about 5 Pounds, the
¢ Women a htth Partizfs, and the Children in proportion
¢ t¢ their Age, the Furopean Merchantibrand them with
¢hot Irons to dittinvuith them, and lecks the poor wret
¢ ches up in fome Prifun, till they can be fent on board ;
¢ When they come toe America, thev are difpofed of, fome
¢ to the Spaniards to work in the Mines, (tor the Englifh
¢ are cblized by the Afliento Contralt, to deliver thirty
¢ Thoufand Slaves every Year to the Spaniards, and the
¢reft are fold to the Planters in America.) It is thought
¢ that the Enghih tranfport annually near nfty Thoufand
¢ of thofe unhappy Creatures, and the other European
< Nations togzther about T'wo Hundred Thoufand more,
Lt but any one refe& that each Individual of this Num-
ber had fome tender attachment which was broken by this
cruel Separation; fome Parent or Wite, whohad noteven
the Opportunity of mingling Tears i 2 parting Embrace ;
or perhaps fome Infant whom his Labour was to feed and
Vizilance prated, ; or let any confider what it is to lofe
a Child, a Husband or any dear Reclation, and then ]t
them fay what they muit think of thofe who are ingaced
In, Or encourage &xch a Trade, By the fore mentioned
Accounts it appears, how by various perfidious, and cruel
Methods, the unhappy Negroes are inflaved, and that
moftly, by the Procurement of thole called Chriftiias,

and



(7)

and violently rent from the tcndcreﬁ Ties of Nature, to
tcil in hard Labour, often without fufficient Supplies of
Food, and under hard Tafkmafters, and this moftly to up-
hold thc Luxury or Covetoufnefs of proud felith Men,

without any Hope of ever feeing again their native Land ;

er anend to their Miferies, Oh ye cruel Tafkmatfters! ye

hard-hearted Oppreflors ! will not God hear theit Crv;
and what fhall ye do; ; when God rifeth up; and when he
vii teth; what wili ve arfwer him? Did ne? he that made
you make them ? and did not ome fafhion you sn the {¥omb?

Hitherto I have confidered the Trade as inconfiftent with
the Gofpel of Chrift, contrary to natural Juftice, and the
common feelings of Humnmty, and produétive of infinite
Coalamities to many Thoufand Familics, nav to many Na-
ticns, and confwuent]x offenfive to (md the Father of all
I‘Jankmd Yet it muft be allowed, there are fome well
minded Perfam into whofc Hands fome of the Negroes
have fallen, either by Inheritance, Exccutorfbip, or even
fome pcrlm purely from Charitable Motives, who rather
defire to \ganaqe ‘wifely for their good, th N to make
Gain by their Labour ; thefe I trulv ‘\ mp‘!thnu‘\mth for,
confidering the genera} fituation of thofe unhappy Pe ople

ev have “indeed a difficult Path to tread.

I might next confider the T'rade as it is deftruttive of
the Welfare of human Soci~tv, and inceni{ftent with the
Peace and Profpernity of a (,ountrv ; as bv it the number
of natural Enemies muft be cncrea(ed and the Place of
thofe taken up who would be its fupgnt and fecurity,
Or I might fhew from innumerable kxamples, how it

troduces Idlenefs, difcourages Marriage, corrupts the
mouth and ruinsand debauches Morals, | might likewife
Ypofc the veeaknefs of thofe Arguments, which zre com-
eX nly advanced in Order to vindicate the Purchafers,
mo | as their being Slaves in their own Coungry and there-
fuchmar be fo to us, or that they are made acquainted
fore Chriftianity in licu of their Ll:xrtv, or that the laft
withhafer will ufe them better than they formerly were :
Purcnot to mention, that thefe are only vain pretences,
But the true Motive of encoura ing the ’ Trach is felfih

that ice; to fay nothing of the weakneis of the Argument.
fivar That
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That becaufe others do ill, we may do fo too ; or the
abfurdity of recommending the Chriftian Religion by In-
juftice and a difregard t» the Rights and Liberties of
Mankind, or the Encourazementthat every new Purchafer
givestoa ['radealtogether unjuftand iniquitous, What is
already faid, will I hope be {ufficient to prevent any ~onfi-
derate Chriftian frombeing, in any Degree, dcfiled witha
Gain {ofull of Horrors, and fo palpably 1mconfiftent with the
Gofpel of our blefled Lorp and Saviour Jesus CHrisT,
which breaths nothing but Love and Goodwill to al} Men of

every Nation, Kindred, Tongzue and People.

Extvaél from the Epiftle of the yearly Meeting
of Friends, beld at London 112 the Tear 1758

L tervently warn All in Profefion with us, that
'\/ ¢ thev b careful to avoid beinz anv Way concemn-
¢ od, in reaping the unrightecus Profits arifing from that
¢ iniquitous Practice of Dealing in Negrees & other Shaves;
whereby in the orizinal Purchafe one Man felleth Ano-
ther, ashe doth the Beafts that perithes, withoutany bet-
ter Prctenfion to a Property inhim, than that of fupe-
rior Force; in dire@ Violation of the Gofpel - Rule,
which teacheth Every One to do as they would be dune
bv, and 0 do Good unto All; being the Reverfe of
that covetous Difpofition, which furnifhes Encourage-
¢ ment to thnfe 17norant People to perpetuate therr favage
¢ Wars, in Order to fupply tﬁe Demands of this moaft un-
¢ natural Trafick, whereby great Numbers of Mankind,
¢ free by Nature, are fubjefted to inextricable Bondage ;
¢ and which hath often been obferved, to fill their Poffef-
_¢ Jors with Haughtinefs, T'yranny, Luxury and Burburi-
“¢ty, corrupting the Minds, and debuding the Morals of
¢ J:cir Chilgren, to the unfpeakable I'rejudice of Religion
¢ and Virtue, and the Exclufion of that Foly Spirit of uni-
¢ verfal Love, Mecknefs and Chanty, wlich is the un-
¢ changeable Nature and the (Glory of true Cinithanity,
¢« We thereforecan do no lefs than, with the greateit Ear-
¢ neftnefs, to imprefs it upon Friends every where, that
¢ they endeavour to kecp their Hands cloar of thie urrigh-

¢ teous Gain of QOpprefhon: Love

"~ N & vy L ]

[ o)



(9)

Love not the Werld, meither the Things that are in the
World. 17 any Man loves the World the Lovs of the
Father 15 not :n him 1 Jchn2, 15.

F any Man will be a Difciple of our blefled Lord and

Saviour Jefus Chrift,  He mu/? dery punlclf and take
:hpobix Crof: dajly, He muft be willing to lofe that Life,

fe AfteGtions and Defires we naturally have to that which
1s earthly and fenfual, Hence it appears, that one of the

Ereateﬁ Defe&tion any one can make from Chriftianity, is

y indulging in them felves a2 worldly Spirit, 2 Spirit that
feeks its Joy and Confolation in the Riches, Honours, and
~ Yriendfhips of this World: And indeed this feems to have
becn the chief Inlct, of that fiream of Corruption, whichin
difterent Ages has overfpread the Chriftian Churches.

Great Noife has been made about Schifms and Herefies,
but the truc Foundation of all thefe Evils, the Herefy of all
Herefies is and has in all Ages b=en, a proud, fcl&fly werldly
Spirit, moreorlefs cloaked under the Appearance of Zeal,
with which it has not only deceived many, but has often
deceived it felf, We are called to love éod with all our
Heast. uit withallour Strength, to turnfrom every Thing,
that leadsnct to God and hisioly Will; withall the Defire,

eli%ht and |.onging of our Heart, w0 give up curfelves
wholly to the Light and holy Spirit of God; pleafed with
nothing in this World, but as it gives Time and Place, and

Occafion of doing and being that, which our heavenly Fa-

ther would have us to do and be, feeking for no Happinefs

from this carthly fallen Life, but that of overcoming all its

Spirits and 1 empers,

The ancient Philofophers beoan all their Virtue in a total
Renunciation of the Spirit of this World ; they faw with the
Eyes of Heaven, that Darknefs was not more contrary to
Licht, than the S‘,giritand Wifdom of this World was con-
trary to divinc Wifdom : "Theretore they allowed of po
" Progrefs in Virtue, butfo far as a Man had overcome hiir:-
felf, and the Spiritof this World.  T'his gave a divine Soli-
dity to all their Inftru¢tions, and proved them to be Midters
of true Wifdom, Butthe Doétrine of the Crofs of Chrift,
the laft, the hugheft, the moft finithing Stroke ‘;iilven to the
Spirit of this World, that fpcaks more in one Word, than

all
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all the Philoforhy of volumnious Writers, is yet profefled
by thofe, who are mmere Friendthipwith the World, than
was allowed to the Difciples of pz.}w goras, Sacrates, Plah
or Epiétotus. Nay, if thofe ancxentSageswx,rc to ftart up
amo 'wﬂ us with their divine Wifdom, thcv would bud fair
to be treated by the Sons of the Gofpel, if not by fome Fa-
thers of the Church, as dreaming Enthuﬁa{k But, this
15 2 ttandiny Truth, the World can only love its own, and
Wifdem cun oniv be 1uftificd of her Childien. 'The hea-
ven born £p:iFetus told one of his Scholars, that then be
might frB ok wpza himfelfus haeing made [ome trae Preofi-
crency in Livtue, soben the IWarld took bem far a Fool; an
Oracle ke tht, which fad, the Wifdom of this World is
Fooliihn=fs with (Sod.

It vou wfx wiatis the Apoftacy of thefe {alt Times, or
whence 15 all the aegeneracy of the prefent Chnftian
Church, 1t m: 2! be placed to 2 worldly Smnt If hereyou
fee open Wichedneds, there only  Forin of Godlinefs, it here
fupcrhicid Hol nefs, pouiticai Picty, crafty Prumnu, there
haughty Sanctity, partial Zeul, envious Orthodoxy, if al-
moft every vhere . you fee a ]nw;{b Blindnefs, and Hard-
nefs of He art, aud the Church trading with the Gofpel, as
vitiolv, as i old Jows buug}\t and {ald Beafts in thetr
Temol", d]l thisis only {o many Forms, ard proper Fruits
of the worldly soirit, . Thisis thc' rv"at\]et, with which the
Devil becomes a }*x{ner of Men; and be affured of <his,
that every Sonof Man isin thisNet, ull through, and by
the Spirit of Chrift he breaks outofit, 1 fay the bpirit of
Ciiritt, for nothing clfe can deliver him from it, If you
truft to any Kind or Formof religions Obfervances, toany
Kind of Learninz, or Effortof human Pr udence, and nen §
wiil tell you wiat ym'r Cafe will be, you wiii overcome one
‘T'emper of the World, onlv and merely by cicaving toano-

ther: For nothing canavercome or renoumnce the Wm}d

butfingly, und folel the Spirit of Chrift. Hencetss, ti‘ag
manv learned Men withall the rich Furnitur COFtncxr br&m,
live and die Slaves to the S Spiiit of this World, the Spiric of
Chrift is not theoneonly T'hing thatis tae Defire of theny
Hearts, and therefore their Learning onlv works in and
with the Spiritof this World, and becomes itfelf n> imall
Parts of the Vamity of Vaniues, Would
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Would vou know the val N):zturc and Effect of a Spirit
iven up to the World, and not fubjected to the ‘;mnt of
E}mce . Youneced onh lcokat the bleffed Effect of acon-
tinual State of W archmg a continual humble Application
to God inthe :e Spint of Prayer, for theone goesdown-

wards with the fam' Strength, as the other r02s upward,
the one betroths, and wcfs to an ecarthly 'f\lature, with
the fame certa'mv as the other efpoufes, and unites to
Chnft, TheS mr tof continual Watchings and Prayer, is
a prefliry to,“) of the Soul et of this Earthlv Life, it is

a {tretching with all its Defire after the Life of Ged, 1tisa
Lcwmrr as faras it can, all itsown Spitit, to receive a Spi-
rit from above, to be one Life, one Love, onc Spirit with
Chrift in God. This Praver which is an Emptving itfelf of
all its own Lufts and natural Tempers, and an ()pemno it
feif for the Light and Love of God to enter into 1t, 13 thc
Praver in the Name of Chrift, to which nothing is denyed ;
for the Love whick Goid hcarq to tie Soul, 1s an eternalne-
ver ceafiny Defire 2 epen the Birth o hl\ holy Word and
Spirit in it, and ftays no longer till the Door of the Heart
open for Him ; and nothing does or can keep Ged out of
the Soul, or hmdLr his Union with it, but thc Defire of
the Hcart tl irned from it, What the Soul dehireth, thatis
the Fewel of its Fire, and as its Fewel 13, {ois the Flame
of its Lhe, As we {ow, we fhall reap; it to the Spint, we
fhall reap Life and Puace : if to the Flefh, we ‘]’-"il ot the
Fleth reap Curmpti')n Wherever and in whatloever the
Wil Lhufcth te dwell w d delicht, that becometh the Soul’s
Foo!, 1tz Cioathing and Habitation. Since this is the Cafe,
Jet us ftopa WV hile, let our Hea arinx be tarned into Feel-
ine. Let usconfideér  whether there s any Thing in Life,
thit deferves a ['hought, but how to keep 11 a continual
State of Watching and Pr.xv\r that we may attain to tha
Purity of Heart, which alone can e, find and poficis God
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The abflute Neceffity of bclf Denial, Movtifica-
tion and tyue Chavity, 11 Ovde to follow our Heffod
Saviour in the Regeneration, is zzlfo livingly [eet
forth in the exceiient B itins of a pions Membher
qfr[u Church of Tngland * of which I [bail beie

ive fome Fxtract: It being @ Doftrine, which of
all others appears ar this Zg ane the moft neceffiry
r0 be fly ongl) inculcated,

\VH at Caufe, fays that Author, ihall we affign for the
Opyolition to Gofpel - T ruths that appears among ft
us, and for that Diflike to thofe, who urge the Neceility
of Regeneration and of the {piritual foc? The true Rea-
fon 13 m’rh at Hand, tho’ othersare pretended: Such Don.-
trines are contrary tc the Maxims and Principles that
vern the Hearts and Conduét of the Children of this Ge-
neration, are at VVariance with the falfe Interefts of Fleth
and Bk y\d declare opzn War againit the Kingdom of Self,
and itrike at every T h ng thatis "moft near and dear to cor-
rupt Nature; and thercfore carnal Men of every Denomi-
naticn think themfelves corcerned in Charaer to oppofe
and difcredit fuch a Reprefentation of Chritunity, They
canbe zealous for Op'm( ns, Forms, and an external Wor:-
fhip of anv Kind, becaufe they feave them mguut Poflei-
ﬁon of their Ambition, their (,ovetou{vcis, their Love of
themfelves, and their Lowve of the World: They can ree-
dily take u:p a Profeflicn of taith ina fuffering Saviour,
nay hring tH mfclves to trudt in an Quti: trd Covering uf
his Merits und Rigi x.tcouu 1 for Salvaticn, becaufe tisis
cofts themn nothing ; butty be civathed with ]n\\pmt ot Hu-
mility, Poverty and Sdf ucnnl . to renounce their own
Wills in his Low linefs, M ancis, and tord Redignati .n
to the Will uf God, to mor .y :he fiet A4y Appetites; (o
be crucified to the World; ; o tirip themfelves of all Com-
placency and Sauffaction in theiv Endowments, whether
natuul or 1cqu1rcd which : Ry plal i ot and :Dluhowi mnthe
cs both of themfel. »s and Qdhiets; and,in a Word, to
ie up their Crofs, and naksdly fcllow a naked Clirif? | in
the
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the Rogeneration: Thefe are bard Savings, thev cannot
bear them: But Wifdom is juftificd of her Chikiren ; un-
accepteble as thefe Do&rines arc to Others. vet to them,
and in them too, they arL the Power of (el and the
Wifdom of (God. It was by fuch Pc« L nels of Preaching
that Chrift’s Kingdom firlt prevaled over the Kingd s
of this World; and it m: ‘} be by the fume )strine, un-
dar the lnﬂucnc‘, of the fame Spirit, that v ¢ can onlvhope
$or its Contmu arce to the meof:t

The Wav to any good Degree of Perfelion in the s.
vine Life, lics thro’ creat Mortfication .MJ Sclt-denal:
Some thmk it cnougj‘ to zet Doétrinesink )I o Hoad; but
till the Heart isinfome Mexfure purificdd by Faith, nnh‘g
1s rightly done: AndinQOrdsr to this, the Cn ’ur\n ot An.ik,
( thofe corn:pt Paffions ard Inclinations thas v Q\“xmit‘we
Soul, ) muﬁ be dnven outy the Pervermels of the Wil
broken the Unuerﬁandmﬂ fmplthed, the Prile of our
Hearts r‘ukt up by the Roots 'md 2 the Cerds that bind
us to the World and the ~ 1 ungs of 1t uamwifted s n a
Word, curldcls muft be caft out, and ov erv curfed I h'nﬂ
removcd thot ferarares betwixt God and usy for the Pure
tn Heart, and thcv oniy thall fee GGod, Itwas by this Kind
of holy Viclence praétifed on themfilves, that the Wor-
thies both of the Old and New Tettameni, in =il Ages of
the Church, have laid hold on the Kingdom of Heaven
been favoured with fuch rich Cv omuricatiorsirom God,
ard enabled to woerk fuch: Wenders ss {urpafs the Belief of
Many in this degenerate increduleus Age . And thatapre-
paratory Difcipline of Stri€nefs and Severity is neceflary in

Order to qualify us for any extraordinary Vouchfatements
of Illummanon and Gyrace, we mav Icgm frem the Schools

inftituted amery the Jews tor the Tizining up ot Perfons
for the prophiciic Cfhce, where they were educated n
great Abﬁruéhon from the Werld, 1n the Government
. of their Pafiions, and the Mortification of their natural Pro-
penfions, that bcm? fo difengaged frem the common Im-
pudiments of a holy Life, they might be more at Liberty
for Devotion and the (,(ntcmplatw,. of heavenly Things,
and by fuch previous Exercifes become fit Inttr uments for
the Hely pirit, and more receptive of heavenly Witdom,

Thus
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Thus came they out hos_v Er?:huﬁaﬂs, Men of God f.r-
nithed to everv good Word and Work, Scribes well :n-
ﬁm&cd unto thc Kingdem of Heaven, and fearlefs of giv-
ing Offence in the Wavof Dutv, even before Kings, de-
me no lefs qualified for Reproof and Corredt on, thah for
Dodrine and Inftrultion in Rightzoufnefs: Patterns thefe
for all Perfons of a religious Charalter, whether they 1've
in Colleces or in ngs Houfes ; whether thev attend on
thefe who oo clothed in Purfle and fine Linnen, and fure
fumptuouliv every Day. or zre called forth to a more pro-
mifcuous Emplo menteftheir Ofh:2: for tho' the Difpen-
fation of | r0pheﬂ as it refpects the foretelling futurc E-
vents, has z jong Time ceated in tf e Church, vet the Cha-
ratter of mphcts in the Capacits of Declarers of God's
Word and Will, and s Derouncers of his Judgments on
all impenitents, even the moft Jdignified Offenders, is never
to ccafa in 1t, neither 1s the Lo %5 Hand fhortned that it
cannot extend Comfort and Couraze, Lightand Direction
for thefe Purpofes now as torn 1y But, Alas ! our Hearts
are {traitned that thev cannotre Zcive it as they ought, and
we are {o entangled, as to Mroy of us) with fuch an evil
Covctoutnels after the Tt hings of this Life, fo ftudious to
feek the Honour that cometh of Man, more than the Ho-
nour that cometh of God, that we want Boldnefs to hold
the Faith ofour Lord Jefus Chnft without Refped of Per<
fons: Forlet Men be never fo highl: titled or chara&c.ed
let their Pretenfions to Learninz be what they will, znd
their Acquaintunce with Creeds, Canons and Commenta-
fors niever {o extenfive, yet fo long as they continue Men
ef this World, and follow the Thmaa of it, {v long as their
AffeGions are fet on Thines beneath, and their Hearts un-
furrendered to (God, they are no b tter than dry Bones
as to the divine Life, withont Marrow or Moifture; and
as they cannot in fuch a State receive the Things of the
Spirit of God, not having ipiritual Senfes exercifed thereto,
fo will thefe Thmca of Courfe appear Foslithnefs unto them
in Others, and thev will fpeak Evil of that which thev know
not, A Party Spirit, fays the fame Author, whether it be
In Rel.gxon or Polit'cs, proceeds from Littlenefs of Mind

and Narrownefs of Heart, it puts out both the Eye tgi
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the Yudomcntand the Es'e ff Charity, and fo hinders us
from fcum the brighteft Excelience in cur Neighbour that
15 not 1uﬁ as hich or low as our felves, as | heared a Man
ot Learning once {av, that he could not aliow Mslton's Pa-
radie loff to be 2 good Book, becaufe written by an Olive-
nan, But the Chrniftian kno“s no fuch Straitnefs ; for his
Bowels arc enlarged towards All that will come w ithin the
Embraces of his Charity, which is as wide as the Eaft is
from the Weft, He cannot wrangie and hate about Diffe-
rences of Opinien, for he is got above them ; his Call, his
univerfal Call is Love, and Te has adop\eo for his '\Intto
that qavmxz of Luther: In u’mrmﬂ)ever 1 jee any Tmng ot ‘Chr: /f
kim I love, In this Man, wherefoever he lives, and by what
Name {ocver he 1s C‘xlkd the Kingdemof Chnftiscome
and of fuch heavenly I\iul «nd Women it will confiit in
that enlargtd clorious State of it which we are given to
look for: Ard what, if it de alreadv begun on ]‘..uth'

¢ The one true (,hurch of Chrift is ﬂlc Coemmunion
‘¢ of Smr‘t\, and Charity ; true Charity, 1, e, the Love of
¢ Chrift is the Life and Soul of it: Is tnLn the Love of
¢ God fhed abroad in our Hearts, and have we fervent
¢ Charity among Qurfclves ? i‘or be 1t known of a
¢ Truth, thatas much as we poflefs of this heavenly Trea-
¢ fure, fo much have we of Chriftianity, and no more 3
¢ and that without 1t, all Zealfor Rchglon is but Coiaien-
¢ tion, al! Modes of Worlhip but Formzlity, and all Oz-

¢ thodoxy but vain Owmnicn,

FINTIS
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OBSERVATIONS

Onp the Inflaving, importing and purchafing of
Negrocs;

With fome Advice thereon, exmafted from me
Epiftle of the Yearly-Meeting of the People called
Quakers, held ar Londom in the Year 1748

When ye [pread forth your Hands, I will bide mime
Eyes fromn you, yea when ye make man Prayers T

‘ will not bear; oar Hatw’z are full of Blood ~ W afb
yo make you ¢ mz, put away the Evil of your Doings

fom before  mine Eyes Ifai 1, 15.

Is not this the Feaft that I bave chofen, ro loofe the
Bands of Wickedrefs, to undo the heavy 15;2 n, 18
der the Opprefled go free, and that e cvery
Toke, Chzp. 58, § ’

Second Edidon.

GERMANTOWN:
Printed by CurisTtorusr Sowia 1760



INTRODUCTZION.

( NUSTOMS generally approved and Opini.
~, ons received by YOlltE from their Superi-
ors, become like the natural Produce ofa
Soil, efpecially when they are fuited to fa-
vorite Inclinagions: But as the Judgments of GOD
are witho(t Partiality, by wiuch the State of the g
Soul mutft be tried, it would be the highet Wifdom
to forego Cuftoms and popular Opinions,and ery
our Deeds by the infilliable Standard of Truth,
even the pure Spirit of Grace which leads all thofe
who in Sincerity obey its Dictates into a Conduck
confiftent with their Chriftian Profeflion.

TP IEGIND

"That important Injunétion of ouir blefledSaviour, f
Seck ye firft the Kingdoms of GOD aud bis Rightcouf-}
wefs, and ol Things fball be added unro you, contains a
fhort but comprehenfive View of our Duty and
Happinefs. If then che Bufinefs of Mankind in ¢l *§
Liﬁg isy to firft feek another ; if this cannot be don.,
but by attending to the Means: It a Summaiy o
the Means be, To love the LORD owr GO D with
all our Heart and owr Neighour as our [elf: So
as wever to do to another, that which inlike Cir-
cumftances we wonld not bave domte to us; then
thefe are Points of Moment and worthy of our
moft ferious Confideration.
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IN aacient I'ime.sis was the Practice of many Narions,

whenar war wich each other, to fell the Prifoners

they madein Barttle,in orderto defray the Expences

os the War.  This unchriftian or rather inhuman
praltice, atter many Ages continuance, is at length gene»
rally aholithed by the Chriftian Powers of Europe, but
ftili continues among fone of the Narions of Afia and
Atrica, and to our fad Experience we find it alfo prac.
tiftd by the Natives of America. In the prefent war,
how muny of our poor Country Men are dragged ro
Bondage and fold for Slaves 3 how many mourn, a
Halt:and, a Wife, a Child, a Parent or fome near Re-
lanon taken from them; and were we to follow them &
li.tle farther, and {ce them expofed to fale and ht
up 0 be made a Gain of, what Heart {o hard that
would aot melt with Sympathy and Sorrow: And could
we hear the Purchafers, tor the {ake of Gain, puthing
on the Savages to captivare our People, what inhuman
wretches thould we call them, what Punithment thould
we think their Guilt deferved! Bur while our Heares
ere affected for our Brethren and Relations, while we
feel for our own Fleth and Blood, let us extend our
Thoughts to others, aad allowv me, gentle Reader}
to .ecommend to thy ferious Confideration, a Practiog
thar prevails among {cveral Nations who call themfelves
Chrittians, and 1 am forry o fay it, in which we asa
Nation are deeply engaged, and which is of fuch a Nas-
ture, as that nothing can be more inconfiftent with the
Doctiines and Praclice of our meek 1.ord and Mafter,
nor ftained witn a deeper Dye of Intuftice, Crucky and
Oppreflion, [ mean the Slave ZTrade, the purchafing
and brinoing the poor Nzgroes from their Native
Land, and iubjelting them to aStare of perperual Bond-
ege, and that otten the moft cruel and oppreflive. And
this carried on chiclly at the inftigadon of thofe to
whom the Promulgation of the meraiul, pure, end holy

X a Golpe
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Gotpel of Chrift Jefus was committed.  Wili not the

juft Judge ot all the Earth vifit tor all this? Or dare we
fay, rhacthis very Practice is not one Cau(t of the Ca-
Jamities we at prefent futfer ; and that the Captivity
of our People 1s nort to teach us to feel for-others, and
to induce us to difcourage a Trade, bv which many
Thoufandsare Yearly captivated 2 Evilsdo nor arif¢ out
of the Duft, nor does the Almighty willinaly aftict the
Children of Men; bur when a People offcnd as a Na-
tion, or in a publick Capacity, the Juftice of his moral
Government requires that as a Narion they be punith-
ed, which is generally done by War, Famine or Pefhi-
Ience. [ know there aremanv Arguments offered in
favour of the Purchafers, but they are all drawn trom
Avarice or ill founded, none will ffand the Teft of that
divine Rule: 7o do unto all Men, as we would they (hould
do unto us  Without Purchafers, there would be no
Trade; and confequenty every Purchafer as he encou-
rages the Trade, becomes partaker in the Guile of ir;
and thar they may {ce what a deep dye the Guile is of,
I beg leave to quote fome Extraéts rrom the Writinac
of Perfonsof Note, who have been long cmployed in
the African Trade, and whofe Situzrion and Ofiice in
the Fatories will not admir any o queltion the Truth
of whar thy rclate. By thefe we thall fec, thar inordcer
to get Slaves, the Europeans fettled at the Factories in
Africa, encourage Wars, and promote the Practice of
ftealing Men, Women and Childrea, which chey readi-
ly purchafe without any Regard to Juftice, Equity or
any of the render Ties of Nature.

Williamn Bofinan, Fallor for the Dutch African Com-

- B [ -
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pany, at the Faltory at Delmina, who wrote an Ac- |

count of that Countrv, now more than fifty Years patt,
tells his Readers ¢ That the Booty which the Negro
¢ Soldiers aim ar in their Wars, are Qrnamente of Gold
¢ and Prifoners of War, in QGrder to fell them for Slaves

‘at
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¢ ar Pleafure, thar many of the Inhabitants depend ort
¢ Plunder and the Slave-Trade; and that when Vellels
¢ arrive, if they have no Stock of Slaves, the Factors
¢truft the Inhabitants with Gocods for the Value of one
¢ or two Hundred Slaves, which they fend into the in-
¢ land Country in Order to buy Slaves at all Markets,
¢ even fometimes ewo Hundred Miles deep in the Coun-
¢ try, where Markers of Men were kept in the fame
¢ Manner as thofe of Beafts with us. He farther adds:
¢ That, in his Time, the Europeans furni(hed the Ne-
¢ groes with an incredible Quantity of Fire-Arms and
¢« sunpowder, which was then the Chief vendible Mer-
¢ chandize there. This was the State of the Negro-
Trade when Bofiman wrote his Account of Guinea,
which, as I have already faid, was more than fifty Years
ago; tince that Time rhe Trade is prodigiously aug-
mented, there being now more than ten Ships to one
that was then imployed in it; and as the Demand for
Slaves has augmented, fo have the Negroes been the
more induced nor only to wage War one with another,
bur alfo to pur in praétice the moft bafe and inhuman
Methods, in Order to get their unhappy Countrymen
into their Power, thatthey may fell them to the Euro-:
} "an Traders. | | :
Fobn Barbet, Agent General of the French Royal
African Company, in his Acc. printed 1732 writes as
feliows: ‘Thofe Slaves fold by the Negroes, are tor.
¢ the moft Parr Prifoners of War, taken cither in fishe
¢ or purfuir, or in the incurfions they make into their
¢ Enemies Territories ; others are ftolen away by their-
¢ ownCounrtry-Men,and {ome there are who will fell their
¢ own Children, Kindred or Neighbours. This has
“often been feen, and to compafs ir, they aefire the
¢-Per{on they intend to fell,to help themin carrying {ome-.
¢ thing to the Faltory by Way of Trade, and when
¢;there, the Perfon. {o deluded, not underftanding the
i X 3 ¢ Language -
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¢ Language, is {old and delivered up as a Slave, nots

¢ withftanding all his Refiftance and exclaiming againt¥

¢ the Treachery. Abundance of lirle Blacks of both
¢ fexes are al{o ftolen away by their Neighbours, when
¢ found atroad on the Roads, or in the Woods; orelfe
¢ in the Corn Fields, at the Time of the Year when their
¢ Parents keep them there all Day, 1o fcare away the
¢ devouring {mall Birds

A Perfon ofCandour and undoubted Credit now iiving
m Pbiladelphia, who was on a trading Voyage, on the
Coaft of Guinea, about feven Years ago, was an Eve-
Witnefs ot the Mifery and Defolation which the Pur-
chafe of Slav s occafions in that Country, a particular
Inftance of which he relates in the following Manner viz.
« Being onthat Coalt, at a Place called Balalia, the Com-
« mander of the Veffel according to Cuttom fene a Per-
¢ fon on Shore, wirh a Prefent to the King of the Coun-
¢ try; acquainting him with their arrival, and letting him
¢ know that they warited a Cargo ot Slaves: The King
¢ promifed to fumith them Wit?\ Slaves, and in O der
‘to do it, fer our 10 go 0 War again(t his Enemies,
¢ defigning alfo to furprize fome Town and take all the
‘ Peoplcr;griﬁ)ners. Sometime after the King fent them
¢ Word he had not yet met with the defired uccefs, har |
¢ ing been twice repulied, in atempting to break up
‘two Towns; but thar he flill hoped to procure a Num-
¢ ber of Slaves for them; and in this Defign he perfift-
¢ ed,till he met his Enemies in the Field, where a Bat-
‘ tle was fought, which lafted three Days, during which
¢ Time the E%ngagemcnt was {0 bloody, that 4roowere
‘ flain ou the fpot. Think, favs the Author, whar a
¢ pitiable fight it was, to (ee the Widows weeping over
¢ their loft Hasbands, and Orphans deploring the lofs
‘of their Fathiers &c., What muft we think of that
crael Wretch who occafioned fuch a Scerie of Mifery,’
or whart of thofe who tor the'fake of Gain infligated
hios wo et - ) N
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N. N. Brue, a noted Traveller, a Narrative ot whofe
Travels istooe met wirh in a ne v Colleétion of Voy-
ages, printed by theKing’s Authority inthe Year 1744,
tells his Readerss ¢That the Europeans are far frons
¢ defiring roat as Peace-Makers,amongft the Neoroes,
¢ which would be ating contrary 1o their Intereft, fincd
¢ the oreater the Wars, “the more Slaves aré procured.
He alfo gives an Account of the Manner in which thé
Slaves are got, in the Place where he then wis, in the
following Ter m, viz. *When a Veflel arrives, the King
tof the Country fends a Troop of Guards to fomd
¢ Village, which they furround; then feizing as many
¢ as they have Orders for, they bmd them and {end them
¢ away to the Ship, where the Ship’s Mark being putupon
¢ them, they are hear'd of no more. They ufuqlly car-
¢ ry the Infants in Sacks,and gag the Men and Women
¢ for fear they fhould alarm the Villages, thro’ which
¢ thev are carried: For, fays he, thefe A&tions are never
¢ committed in the Villages near the Fa&ories, which
¢ir 1s the King’s Intereft not to ruin, but in thofe up the
¢ Counrry.

Alio, Fofeph Randal,in his Book of Geography, prlnt-

A in the Year 1744, 1n the Account he gives of the
G. inea Trade, after generall - confirming the above Ac-
count, adds: ¢ Thart intime of full Peace nothmo is more
¢ common, than for the Negroes of one Nation to fteal
¢thofe of another, and fell them to the Europeans.
¢ There has, favs he, been Inftances amongft the Ne-

¢ proes of Children felling their Fathers and Mothers,
¢ when they have been wearv of them, and wanted to
¢ enjoy what they had; which I {uppofe, fays that Au-
¢ thor, gave birth ro rhe Laws, bv which the Children
¢are not to inherit the Goods or Eftates of their Fathers
“and Mothers. Thus, thefe post Creatures are brouoht
¢ down to the Coaft to be old to the Merchanis of Fu-
‘rope. When the Price is agreed upon, which for an
X 4 ¢ able
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¢ able bodied Man, under thirty five Years of age, may
¢ be about § Pounds, the Women a fifth Part lefs, and
> the Children in proportior: totheir Age, the European
¢ Merchants brand them with hot Irons to diftinguilh
¢ them, and Jocks the poor wretches up in fome Prifon,
¢l they can be fent on board; when they come to
¢ America, they are difpofed of; fome ro the Spaniards
¢ o work in the Mines (for the Englith are obliged
¢ by the Affiento Conrtradt, to deliver thirty Thoufand
¢ Sgaves every Year to the Spaniards, and the reft are
¢ f0ld to the Planters in Anrevica.) It is thought that the
¢ Englifh tranfportannually near fifty Thoufand of thofe
¢ wnhappy Creatures, and the other European Nations
¢ sogether about Two Hundred Thoufams) more,

Let bur any one refleft, that cach Individual of this
Number had {ome tender attachment which was broken
by this cruel Separation ; fome Parent or Wife, who
had not even the Opportunity of mingling Tears in a

rting Embrace; or perhaps fome Infant whom his
ﬁbour was to feed and Vigilance protect; or let any
eonfider what it is to lofe a Child, a Husband or any
dear Relation, and then let them fay whar they muf
think of thofe who are ingaged in, or encourage fuch -
Trade. By the fore mentioned Accounts it appe s,
how by various perfidious, and cruel Methods, the un-
happy Negroes are inflaved, and that moftly, by the
Procurement of thofe called Chriftians, and violently
gent from the tendereft Tics of Nature, to toil in hard
Labour, often without fufhcient Supplies of Food, and
smder hard Tafkmafters, and this moftly to uphold the
Luxury or Coveroufnefs of proud feifilb Men, without
any Hope of ever feeing again their native Land; or
an end to their Miferics- Ob ye cruel Tafkmafters!
Ye hard-hearted Oppreflors, will not God hear their
Cry? And wharthall ye do, when God rifeth up, and
when he vifircth ; what will ye anfwer him? Did nozlw

tbas
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that made you, make them ? and did net one fafbion you in
the HBomb ¢ ,

Hitherto I have confidered the Trade as inconfiftene
wirh the Gofpel of Chrift, contrary to natural Juftice,
end the common feelings of Humanity, and produdtive
of infinite Calamities to many Thoufand Families, nay
to many Narions,and confequently offenfive to God the
Father of all Mankind.  Yer it mufl be illowed, there
are forne well minded Perfons, into whofe Hands fome
of the Negroes have fallen, either by Inheritance, Exe-
cutorthip, or even forne perhaps purely from Charita-
ble Motives, who rather defire to manage wifely for
their good, than to make Gain by their Labour; thefe
Ttrulv fympathize with, for confidering the general
firuation of thofe unhappy People, they ﬁave indeed 2
difficult Path to tread. ’

I right next confider the Trade as it is deftrultive
of the Welfare of human Society, and inconfiftent with
the Peacc andProfperity ofa Country, as by it the number
of narural Enemies muft be encreafed, and the Place of
thofe taken up who would be its fupport and fecurity.
Or I might fhew from innumerable Examples, how it
‘ntroduces Idlenefs, difcourages Marriage, corrupts the
Y _uth and ruins and debauches Morals. T might like-
wife expofe the weaknefs of thofe Arguments, which
are commonly advanced in Order to vindicate the
Purchafers, fuch, as their being Slaves in their own
Country,and therefore may be {o o us, or that they are
made acquainted withChri&ianit 'in lieu of theirLiberty,
or thar the laft Purchafer will ufe them better than they
formerly were: But not to mention, that thefé areonly
vain pretences, thar the true Motive of encouraging the
Trade is felfith Avarice; to fay nothing ofthe weaknefs
of the Argument: Thar becaufe othersdo ill, we ma
do {0 t00; or the abfurdiry of recommending the Chrit-
tian Religion by Injuftice and difregatd to the Rigal;tg

| Xs
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end Liberties of Mankind, or the Encouragement that
every new Purchaler gives ro a Tradealtogether unjuft
end iniquitous. What is already faid, wiil I hope be
fufficient to prevent any confilerate Chrittian from
Being, in any Degree, defiled with a Giin {o tull of
Horrors, and {0 palpably inconfiftent with the Gofpel
of our bleffed Lord and Saviour Jefus Chrift, which
breaths nothing hut Love and Good will to all Men of
every Nation, Kindred, Tongue and People.

Under the Mofaic-Law { lan-ftealing was the only
Theft punifthable by Death: It is thus exprefied in
Exodus Chep. 21,16, He that flealett a Man and fillesh
bim, m; if be be found in bis Hand, be Jball furely be put
fo death.

Extra from the Epiftle of the Yemrly-Meeting
of the People called QUAKERS, beld at London
m the Year 1758.

WE fervently warn all in profeffion with us,-
that they be careful to avoid being any Way®

concerned in reaping the unrighteous Proficarifi- ¢4
from that iniquitous Practice of Dealing in Ne-

oes and other Slaves ; whereby in the original
grurchafe one Man felleth another, as he doth the
Beafts that perifhes, without any better Pretenfion

(. o allRes . B Y V3 O
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¢oa Property m him, than that of fuperior Force; ' |

in diret violation of the Gofpel-Rule which teach- ;

ethevery one to deasthey would be done by, and to
do Good unto All; being the Reverfe of that co-
vetcus Difpofition, which furnithes Encourages
ment to thofe ignorant People to perpctua:cﬁmpir
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favage Wars, in Order to fupply the Demands of
ti»s moft unnatural Trafhck, whereby great Num.
bers of Mankind, free by Nature, are {fubjetted to
inexericable Bondage ; and which hath often been
oblerved, te fill their Pofleffors with Haughtinefs,
Tvranny, Luxury and Barbarity, corripting the
Mirds, and debafing the Morals of their Children,
to the unfpeakable Prejudice of Religion and Vir-
tue, and the Exclufion of that holy Spirit of univer-
fil Love, Meeknefs and Charity, which is the un.
changeable Nature & the Glory of true Chriftianity,
We therefore can do no lefs than, with the greateft
Earneftnefs, to imprefs it upon Friends ev
where, that they endeavcur to keep their Hﬂ
clear of chis unrighteous Gain of Oppreflion,

THE
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OF A

'  DEATH-BED
"REPENTANCE,

N/ uffrated under the Charaller of
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Seekye the Lord while he may be found, call ye upon him, while be 5
mear. Let the wicked forfake bis IWay, and the unrighteous Man
. bas Thoughts: and [o¢ bim return unto'the Lord, and be will bave
- Mercy upon bim, and to our God; for he will abundantly par-
don, ,Zfg1eb 55, 6. ’

ENITENS was a bufy notable tradefman, and very profperous

in his dealings, but died in the thirty-ffth vear of his age.

A L1717 T LE before his death, when the do&ors bad given hn
over, fome of his Neighbours came one evening tofeehim ; atwhic
time, hc fpake thus to them: :

I se ¥ favs hc, my friends, the tender concern you have foi .nc,

the grief that appears in your countenances, and [ know the

ughts that you now have about me., You think how melancho-

ly a cafc itis, to fee fo young a man, and in fuch flourifhing bufinefs,

ehver’d up to death, Amfpcrhaps, had I vifited any of you in my
condition, [ fhould have had the fame thoughts of you,

Bu T now, my friends, my thoughts are na more like your
thoughis, than my condition is like yours,

Y1 i, no trouble to me now to think, that I am to die young, or
before I have rais’d an eftate,

TH e s E things are now funk into fuch meer nothings, that I
have no name little enough to call them by, For if in a few days,
or hours, ] am to leave this carcafe to be buried in the earth, and to

g either for ever happy in the favour of God, or etemalclz'
rom all light and peace, can any words {ufliciently exprefs
the littlenefs of every thing elfe? Is
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Is there any dream like the dream of life, in which we areamufed
with vain and cmpty things? whilft we are neplecting and difregaie
ding that which is fubt!antially valuable, is there any folly like the
folly of moft men and women, who think themfelves too wife,
are too bufy to hearken to the voice of fefus Chrift calling in the
heart? which, if carefully attended to, would occafion thefe ferious
reflétions ; but for want of attending to this diwvine inftruétor, that
enemy of mankind the Devil, is fuffered to fill our minds with un~
reafonable affe&ions and foolith opinions ; fo that when weconfider
death as a imHery, we only think of it as a miferable Separation
from the enjoyments of thislife, We feldom mourn over an old
man that dies rich, but we lament the voung, that are taken away
in the progrefs of their fortune, You your felves look upon me
with pitv, not that { am ¢oing unprepar’d to meet the Judgeof the
Huick and the dead, but that 1 am to leave a prolperoustradeia the

ower of myv life, .
- “I'H 15 is the wifdom of our manly thoughts, And ret what
follv of the fulicft chiidren is fo great as this? -

F o r what is there miferable or dreadful in death, but the Con-
fequences of it? When a inan is dead, what does any thing fignify
to him, but the ftate he is then in?

O uR poor friend Lepidus dy’d, you know, as he was dreffing
himfelt for a feaft; do you thinz it is now part of his trouble, that
he did not live till that catertainment was over? Feaffs, and bufi-
ncfs, and pleafures, and enjoyments, fecm great things to us, whilfk

[ ve think of nothing elfe; but as foon as we adddeath to them, they

dl fink into an equal littlenefs ; and the foul, that is feparated from

ﬂ(‘ body,no more laments the lofs of bufinefs, than the loling of a
Gy .

Ir I am now going into the joys of Gop, could there be < -
reafon to grieve, that this happen’d to me before [ was forty years
of age ¢ Could it be afud thing to go to heaven, before I had made
afew more bargains, or ftood a little longer behind a counter?

A Np if 1 am to go amongft loit fpirits, could there be any rea-
fon to be content, that this did not happen tome till 1 was old,
and full of riches ? |

1F good Angels were ready to reccive my foul, could it be any
grict to me, that . was dying upon a poor bed in agarret?

AND if GOD hes deliver’d me up 10 evil fpirits, to be dragg’d
by them to places of torments, could it be any comfort to me,
that they found me upon a bed of rlate? |

W H E N you are as near death as i am, you will know, that al}
the different ttates of life, whether of youth or age, riches or pe-
verty, greatnefs or meannefs, figmity no more to you, than w, £
you die in a poor or figtely apartment, Tun
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. THE greatnefs of thofe things which follow dcath, mukes all
ghat goes re it, fink into nething,

Now that jadgment is the next thing that T look for, and ever-
fafting happinefs or mifery iscome {o near me, all the enjovments
and profperities of life feem as vain and infignificant, and to have
no more to do with my happinefs, than the cloaths that I wore
before i could fpeak,

Bu T, my friends, how am | furpriz’d, that [ have not always
had thefe thoughts? How am  furpriz’d to find, that for want of
yielding obedience, to that degree oflight and grace, with which
God hath enlightned? the words of our blefed Saviour have been
fulfilled in me, darknefs has been {uffered to come over me, and
thefe great things have been hid from me ; for what is there in the
terrors of death, in the vanities of life, or the neceflities of piety,
:ut?what I might have as eafily and fully feen in any part of my
ife
. WaAT aftrange thing is it, that alittle bealth, or the poorh:.-
finefs of 2 ﬁ?, fhould keep us fo {enfelefs of thefegreat things, chat
are coming fo faft upon us!

JusT as youcame into my chamber, 1 was thinking with my,
felf, what numbers of fouls there are now in the worki, in mycons
ditton at this very time, furpriz’d with a fummons to the otier
world; fome taken from their /bops and farms, others from their
{ports and pleafures, thefe at fuits at law, thofe at gaming - tahlss,
and all feiz’d 2t an hour when they thought nothing ot it; frighted
at the approach of death, confounded at the vanity of all dheir ia
bours, defigns, and projeéts, aftonifli’d at the folly of theirpaftlives
and not knowing which way to turn their thoughts, to find ~
comfort : Their confciences flying in their faces, bringing all e
fins to their remembrance, tormenung them with the lght of e
angry Judge, the worm that never dies, the fire that is never
quench’d, the gates of hell, the powers of darknefs, and the bitter
pains of eternal death,

- O # my friends! blefs God that you are not of this number, that
you have time and ftrength to employ your felves in {uch works
of piety, as may bring you peacc at the laft,

A ND take this along with you, that there is nothing but a life of
great piety, or adeath of great ftupdity, that can kevp oft thef. ap-
prehenfions,

H A b : now a thoufand worlds, [ would give them all for one
year more, that ; might prefent unto (God one vear of fuch devoe
tion and good works, as [ never before fo much as intended,

Y ou perhaps, when you confider that 1 have liv’d ‘ree from
fcandal and debauchery, and in the commuwion of the Chuich,

wonuct
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wonder to fee me fo full of remone and leit-condemnation at the
approach of .icath. o .

E 1 alast what a poor thing isit, to have liv'd cnly free fromy
murdcr, theft and adultery, which is all that i can fay for my flf.

Y o u know indeed,that have never benreckon’d a for, buty«)u
are at the fame time witnefics, and bave boun irequent comprinons
of my intemperance, Jenfuakiivy and great tnideeace,  And if  am
now going to ajudzru nt, where nothing will he rewarded sutyosd
works, may well be concern’d, thui tho’ Lam rejor, yet bavens
Chrift.an fobriety to pleal for me.

17 15 true, o haveliv’d in the communion @i tue " hurch and go-
"llemlly frequentcd its worflir» and furvice on Sundays, when i was
peither too ddle, or noc otherwife difpos’d of by m . bufmefi aisd plra-

Jures.  But then my conformity to the publick worfhip has been ra-

ther a thing of courfe, than any real intention of doing that, which
the fervice of the L hurch fuppofes ; had it nut been fo, ! hnd been
oftner at Church, more devout when there, and more fearful of
ever negl.étinait,

Bu T the thing that now furprizes me above all wonders, is this,
that I never had fo much as o geuneral intention of living up to the
picty of the Gofpel.  This nuver fo much as enter’dintomyheart,
Tnever once ir my life confider’d whether § was living as the faws
‘of Religion direét, or whether my way of life was fuc.é, as would
procure me the merey of Gud at this hour,

AND can it be thought, that . have kept the Gofpel terms o8
falv>don, without ever fo much as sntending in any fgrious delibe~

) -ate manner either to know them, or heepthem? Canicbs thought,

*hat ; have pleafed God with fuch a life as he requires, the® i have
.. "1 without ever conlidering, what he requires, or how much 1§
hds perform’d? How cufy a thing would talvation be, if it could
fall into my carelefs hands, who huve never had fo much ferious
thoughts about it, 2+ wbout any vne conmon bargain that 1 have
made? )
iN the bufinefs of life | have ufed piudence and refle&ion, Thave
been glad to converfe with men of experience and judgment, to
find out the reafons why fome fail, and others {ucceed in any bufis
nefs. i have taken no ep in trade but with great care andcaution,
confidering every advantage or danger that attended it. 1 have al«
ways had my cye upon the main end of bufinefs, and have ftudy’d
all the ways'and means of being a gainer by all that I undertook,
Bu T what is the reafon that i have brought none of thefe tem-
pers to Religicn ¢ What is the reafon that i, who have fo often
talk’d of the neceflity of rules and methods, and diligence in worldly
bulinefs, have all this while never ence thought of any rules, of
methods,
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methods, or managements, to carry me on in a lifc of piety?

Do you think ay thing can at!onifh, and confound advingman
Tike this? Whz. pain do you think a man muft feel, when his con-
fcience lays all this folly to his charge, when it fhall thew him how
regulas, exalt, wife he has been in {mall matters, that arc pafled
away like a dream, and how ftupid and fenfelefshehasliv’d without
any reflcftion, withoutany rules, in things of fuch eternal mo-
ment, as no heart can fufficicntly conceive them.

H Ap | only my frailties and impe:(eé?iamtulnmcntnt thistime,
I fhoulp Ive here humbly trufting in the mercies of GGod, Butalasy
how can I cz2ll a general difregard, and a thorough nezleét ot all re-
ligious improvement, a fradlty or imperfettion; whenitwas asmuch
in my power to have been exa&, and careful, and diligent in &
courfe of piety, as in the bulmefs of my trade.

I couLp have call’d in as many telps, have practifed as ma
rules, and been taught as mony cei cain methods of holv living, as
of thriving in my fhop, had I but (o intended and dcfir'd it.

O H my friends ! a carelefs life, unconcern’d and unattentive
to the duties of Religion, is fo without all excufe, fo unworthy of
the mercy of God, fuch a fhame to the {fenfe und reafon of our
minds, that I can hardly conceive a greater punifhment, (han for
a man to be thrown into the {tate that | am in, to refl-:& upon it,

Penitens was here goin%}_on, but had his mouth ftopp’d by a
convudfion, which never fufer’d him to fpeak any more, He lay
convuls’d about twelve hours, and then gave up the ghoit,

Now if every reader would imagine this Penitens to have bee:
fome purticular acquaintance or relation of his, and fancy thath
faw and heard all that is here deferib’d, that he ftood by his bed-f+
when his poor friend lay in fuch diftrefs and agony, lumentin  1e
folly of lis paftlife, it would in all probability teach him tuch wif~
dom as never enter’d into his hcart before, if to this, he fhould
confider, how often hc himfelf might have been furprized in the
fame ftate of negligence, and made an example to the reit of the

" world, this doublc reflction, both upon the diftrefs of his friend,
and the gnhodnefs of that (God, who had preferv’d him frem 1,
would in all likelihood foften his heart into holy tempers, and
make him turn the remainder of his life into a regular courfe of

picty.
‘?H 1s therefore bein.  fo ufeful a meditation, I fhall here leave
the reader, - , [ hope i oufly engag’d in it,

FI NTIS '
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