NoTes oN THE SLAVE TRADE.
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T may not be neceflar 7 to repeat what

has been fo fully declared in feveral mo-
dern publications, of the inconfiftence of fla-
very with every right of mankind, with e-
very feeling of humanity, and every precept
of Chriflianity; nor to point out its incon-
{itency with the welfare, peace and prof-
perity of every country, in proportion as it
prevails; what grievous fufferings it brings
on the poor NEGROES; but more efpecially
whata train of fatal vicesit produces intheir
lordly oppreflors ard their unhappy off-
fpring. Ncverthelefs for the fake of fome
who have not met with, or fully confidered
thofe former publications, and in hopes that
fome who are ftill active in fupportof flavery
may be induced to confider their ways, and
become more wife, the following fubftance
of an addrels or expoftulation made by a
{fenfible Author, to the feveral ranks of per-
fons moft immediately concerned in the
trade, is now republifhed.

« And firft, to the Captains employed in
this trade. Moft of you know the country
of Guinea, perhaps now by your means, part
of it isbecome a dreary uncultivated wilder-
nefs; the inhabitants being murdered or car-
ticd away, fo that there are few left to tﬁl
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the ground; but you know, or have heard,
how populous, how fruitful, how pleafant
1t was a few years ago. You know the peo-
ple were not ftupid, not wanting in {enfe,
confidering the few means of improvement
they enjoyed. Neither did you find them
favage, treacherous, or unkind to ftrangers.
On the contrary they were inmoft partsa
fenfible and ingenious people; kuid and
friendly, and generally juft intheir dealings.
Such are the men whom you hire their own
countrymen to tear away from this lovely
country; part by {tealth, part by force, part
made captives 10 thofe wars which you raife
orfoment on purpofe. You have {cen them
torn away, children from their parents, pa-
rents from their children: Hufbands from
their wives, wives from their beloved huf-
bands; brethren and fifters from each other.
Youhave draggcdthem who had neverdone
youanywrong, perhapsinchains, fromtheir
native thore. You have forced them into

your fhips, like anherd of {wine,* them who
| had

& Tbe following relation is inferted at the requeft of theauthor.

“ That I may contriluze all n my power towards the good

¢ of mankind, by inftiring any of its individuals with & fuit-
¢ able abborrence for that detefuble pradiice of trading in our
¢ fellow creatures, and in fome meafure attone for my negle&
© of duty as a chrifiian, in engaging in a wicked traffic, I
S offer 1o their ferious confideration, Jome fews occurrences .{
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had fouls immortal as your own. You have
ftowed them together as clofe as ever they
could lie, without aay regard to decency of
conveniency-—And when many of themhad
been poifoned by foul air, or had funk un-
der various hardthips, ¢ you have fecn thei?
« remains delivered to the deep, till the
« {ca thould give up his dead.” You have
carried the furvivors into the vileft flavery,
never to end but with life: Such flavery as
is not found amongthe Turks at Algiers, no,
nor among the heathens in America.

May
awhich 1 avas an eye witnefs. That being fruck wwith the
¢ avreiched and cfjeling jcene they may fofter that bumane
¢ principle, which isthe nodle aud diflinguifed charaQzriftic
¢ ¢f man.

About the year 1749 5 I failed from Liverpool io the coaft
of Guinea, fome time after our arrival, I avas ordered to go
up the country a confiaerable diflance, npon bhawing motice
ene of the Negroe Kings, that he bad a parcel of flaves to dif~
pye of, Ircceived my inflrutions and avent, carrying with me
an account of fuch gocds awe bad en board, 10 exchange for the
Slaves we intended 11 parchafe; upon being introduced, I pre=
Jented bim with a fmail caje of fpirits, a guaand fome trifies,
which baving acceried. and underflood by am smterpreter what
goods ave bad, the ne.t day wwss appointed for viewing the
Slaves ; we found abiut tawo bundred confined in ome place.
But bere biaw jhall I relaze the afredting fizht 1 there bebeld,

the fiient jorrow acviich appeared i 1be countenance of the af-

Slicted ;ather, and 112 painful anguih of the tena:- mothery

expelting to be forewer fiparated [rom their temder Jffspring 3
the difirefled maid wwriging ber bands in prejage of ber future
awretchednefs, and the gereral cvy of the innacent, from a fear-
Sul apprebanfion of the perpesual Slawery to awbich they avere
deomed, 1 purchajed elgveny awhe I ganduéledy ticd two and
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May I {peak plainly to you? I mut. Love
conftrainsme: Loveto you, aswell as thofe
youare concerned with. IsthereaGod? You

knowthereis. Ishea juft God? Then there
muftbeaftate of retribution: Aftate where-
in the juft God will reward every man ac-
cording to his work. ‘Then what reward
willhe render to you. O think betimes! be-
fore you drop into eternity: Think how,
¢« He fhall have judgment without mercy,
«¢ that {hewed no mercy.” Areyoua man?
Then you thould have a human heart. But
have you indeed? What is your heart made

of?
tavo, to our fbip. Being but a fmall veffel (ninety ton) avs
Joon purchajed our cargo, confifiing of one bundred and feventy
Slaves, wwhom thou may’ft reader range in thy view, as they
auere fhackled tewe and two tegether, pent up wiibin the nare
row confines of the main deck, avith the complicated difirefs of
Sficknels, chains and contempt ; deprived of every fond and fo-
cial tie and in a great mea/wre reduced 1o a flate of defperation.
We bad not been @ fortnight at  fea, befors 1he fatal confe-
quence of this defpair appearved, they formed a defign of reco-
wering their natural right, Liberty, by raifing and murdering

‘cvery man on board; but the gosdne/s of the Almighty render-
ed their [chems abortive, and bis mercy fpared us to have time
0 repent : The plot was aijeovered ; the ring leader tied by the
two thumbs ever the barricado door, at jun rife received a
zumber of lajbes 5 in this fituation he vemained till fun-jet,
expofed to the injults and barbarity of the brutal crew of fail-
ors, with fullleave to exercife their cruelty at pleajure : The
confequence was, the next morning the miferable fufferer avas
found dead, flecd from the jooulders to the aaift. T he next
wiltim «vas a youth, who fromtoo firong a femfe of bis mi-
Jery refufed nourifbment and died dilregarded and unnoticod tll
tbs bogs bad fed on part of his flefl,
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of? Is there no fuch principle as compaflion
there? Do you never feel another’s pain?
Have you no {fympathy? No fenfe of human
woe? No pity for the miferable? When you
faw the flowing eyes, the heaving breft, or
the bleeding fides and tortured limbs of your
fellow-creatures. Was you a {tone or a
brute? Did you look upon them with the
eyes of a tiger? When you {queezed the a-
gonizing creatures downinthe {hip, or when
you threw their poor mangled remains into
the fea, had you no relentings? Did not
one tear drop from your eye, one figh e-
{cape from your breaft? Do you feel no re-
lenting now? It you do not, you muit go
on till the meafure of your 1niquities 1s full.
Then will the great God deal with you, as
you have dealt with them, and require all
their blood at your hands. And at that day
it thall be more tolerable for Sodom and
(;omorrah than for you: Butif your heart
docs relent; tho’ in a fmall degree, know 1t
1s acaii from the God of Love. And to-day,
if you hear his voice, harden not your
hcart---To day refolve, God being your
helper to efcape for your life---Regard not
money: All that a man hath will he give
for his life.  'Whatever you lofe, lofe not
your foul; nothing can countervail that lofs.

Imme-
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Immediately quit the horrid trade: At all
events be an honeft man.

This equally concerns every merchant
who i1s engaged in the flave-trade. It1s you
that induce the African villain to fell his
countrymen; and in order thercto, to fteal,
rob, murder men, women and children
without number: by enabling the Englifh
villain to pay him for {o doing; whom you
over pay for his execrable labour. It 15 your
money, that is the {pringot all, that impow-
ers him to go on, fo that whatever hz or the
African does m this matter, 1s all your aét
and deed. And s your conlcience quite re-
conctled to this? Docs it never reproach you
at all? Has gold entircly biinded your eyes
and ftupified your heart? Can you{ee, can
you feel no harm tiacrein? Is it doing as you
would be done to ? Makethe cafe your own.
«« Mafter (faid a flave at Liverpool to the
¢ mecrchant that owned him) whatif fome
¢« of my countrymen were to come here,
«“ and take away my muftreis, and mafter
¢“ Tommyand mafter Billy, and carry them
“ to our country and make them flaves,
““ how would you likc it?” Hisanfwer was
worthy of aman: ¢ I wu! never buy a flave
 more while I live.” O et his refolution

be yours! Have no more any part in this
deteft-
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deteftable bufinels. Inftantly leave it to

thole un’eeling wretches, ¢ who laugh at
¢« humanity and compaffion.”

And this equally concerns every perfon
who has an eftate in our American plantati-
ons: Yca all flave-holders of whatever rank
and degree; fecing men-buyers are exactly
ona level with men-ftealers. Indeed you fay,
“« 1 pay honeftly for my goods; and I am
“ not concerned to know how they are
“ come by.” Nay but you are: You are
decply concerned, to know that they are
not {tolen: Otherwife you are partaker with
a thief| and arc not a jot honefter than him.
But you know they are not honeftly come
by: You know they are procured by means
nothing ncar {o innocentas picking of pock-
ets, houle breaking, or rodbery upon the
highway. You know they are procured by
a deliberate feries of more complicated vil-
lainy (of fraud, robbery and raurder) than
was cver practifed either by Mahometans
or Pagans; in particular by 1aurders of all
kinds; by the biood of the innocent poured
upon the ground like warer. Now it is your
money tha: pavsiiic meichant, and thro’
him the captuin annd /A rican butchers. You
therefore are guilty: Yea principally guilty,
of all thefe frauds, robberics, and murders.
You arc the fpring that puts all the reft in

mottion ;
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motion ; they would not ftir a fiep without you —There-
fore the blood of all thefe wretches, who die before their
time, whether 1a their country or elfewhere, lies upon
your head. The blood of thy brother, (for whether thou
wilt believe it or no, fuch he is in the fight of him that
made him) crieth agaiaft thee from the earth, from the
fhip and from the waters. O! whatever it coft, put a fop
to its cry, before it be too late. Inftantly, ac any price,
were it the half of thy goods, deliver thy felf from blood
guiltinefs! Thy hands, thy bed, thy furniture, thy houfe,
thy land, are at prefent ffained with blood. Surely it is
enough; accumulate no more guilt: Spill no more the
blood of the innoceat! Do not hire another to th-d blood
Do not pay him for doing 1t! Whether thou art a Chriftian
or no, fhew thy felf a man; be not more favage than a
liop or a Dear.

Perhaps thou wilt {ay, ¢ I do not buy any NEGrocEs:
“ ] only ufe thele lef. me by mv father.”” Butisitencugh
to fatisfy your own confcience! Had your father, have you,
kas any man living, a right to ufe ancther as a Slave? It
cannot be, even fetting REV EL A TIO N afide. It
cannot be, that either war, or contrat, can give any man
fuch a prooerty in another as he has in his fheep and oxen:
Much lefs is it poflible, that any child of man, fhouid ever
be born a Slave. Liberty is the right of every humsza
creature, as {oon as he breathes the vital air. And no
buman law can deprive him of that right, which he de-
rives from the law of natare. If therefore you have any
regard to juftice, (to fay nothing of mercy, nor of the re-
vealed law of G O D) render unato all their due. Give Li-
berty to whom Liberty is due, that is to every child of
man, to every partaker of human nature. Let none ferve
you but by his own a&t and deed, by his own voluntary
choice, away with whips, chains, and all compulfion.
Be gentle towards all men. And fee that you irvariably
éo unto every one, a3 you would he fhould do unto you.



