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INTRODUCTION.

HE f{lavery of the Negroes
having, of late, drawn the
attention of many ferious minded
people ; feveral tralls have been
- publithed fetting forth its inconfif-
tancy with every chriftian and mo-
ral virtue, which its hoped will

have weight with the judicious ;
efpecially ata time when the liber-
ties of mankind are become {o
much the {ubject of general atten-
tion. For the fatsfaction of the
{crious enquirer who may not have
the opportunity of {feeing thofe
tracts, - and fuch others who are
fincerely defirous that the iniquity
of this practice may become effec-
tually apparent, to thofe in whofe
power
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power it may be, to put a ftop to
any farther progrefs therein; it is
propofed, hereby, to republifh the
moft material parts of faid tradls ;
and 1n order to enable the reader to
form a true judgment of this mat-
ter, which, tho'fo very important,
1s generally difregarded ; or fo art-
fully mifreprefented by thofe whofe
intereft leads them to vindicate it,
as.  to bias the opinions of people
otherwife upright; fome account
will be here given of the diffe-
rent parts of Africa, from which
the Negroes are brought to Ame-
rica; with an impartial relation
from what motives the Europeans
were firft induced to undertake,
and have fince continued this ini-
quictous traffic, And here ic will
not be improper to premife, that

tho’



[ i1 ]

tho' wars arifing from the common
depravicy of human nature, have
happened, as well among the Ne-
groesas other nations and the weak
fometimes  been made captives
to the itrong; yet nothing ap-
pcars, in the various relations of
the intercourfe and trade, for a
long time, carried on by the Eu-
ropeans, on that coaft, which
would induce us to believe, that
there is any real foundation for
that argument, fo commonly ad-
vanced, in vindication of thattrade
viz. “ That the flavery of the Ne-

groes took 1ts rife from a defire,
“ 1nthe purchafers, to favethe lives
“ of fuch of them as were takencap-
tives inwar, whowould otherwife
have been facrificed to the zmpld-
cablerevenge of their conquerors.”

A
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A plea which when compared wich
the hiftory of thofe times, will ap-
pear to be defticute of Truth;
and to have been advanced, and
urged, principally by fuch aswere
concerned inreaping thegamof this
mtamous trafhc, asa paliationof
that,againft which their own reafon
and confcience, muft have raifed
tearful objections.
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Some Hiftorical Account &c.

CHAP L
GUINEA affords aneafy Living

-to its Inhabitants, with but little Toil,
The Climate agrees well with the Natives;
but extreamly unhealthful to the Europe-
ans. Produces Provifions in the greateft
Plenty. Stmplicity of their Houtholdry.
The Coaft of Guinea defcribed from the
River Scncgal to the Kingdom of Angola.

- The Frmtfulnefs of that Part lying on
and between the two great Rivers Sena-
gal and Gambia. Account of the diffe-
rent Nations fettled there. Orderof Go-
vernment amongft the Jalofs. Good Ac-
count of fome of the Fulis. The Mandi-
gos ; theirManagement,Government, &c.
Their Worfhip. M. Adanfon’s Account
of thofe Countries. Surprizing Vegetati-
on. Pleafant Appearance of the Country.
He found the Natives very fociable and
obliging.

H EN the Negroes are confidered

barely in their prefent abject ftate

of ﬂavery, broken fpirited and dejected ;
and
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and too eafy credit is given to the accounts
we frequently hear or read of their barba-
rous and favage way of living in their own
country ; we fhall be naturally induced to
look upon them as incapable of improve-
ment, deftitute, miferable, and infenfible of
the benefits of life ; and that our permitting
them to live amongft us, even on the moft
oppreflive terms, is to them a favour; but
on impartial enquiry, the cafe will appear to
be far otherwife; we fhall find that there is
{carce a country in the whole world, that
1sbetter calculatedfor affordingtheneceflary
comforts of life ta its inhabitants, with lefs
folicitude and toil, than Guinea. And that
notwithftanding the long converfe of many
of its inhabitants with (often) the worft of
the Europeans, they ftill retain a great deal
of innocent fimplicity ; and when not ftirred
uptorevenge from tﬁe frequent abufesthey
havereceived fromthe Europeansingencral ;
«manifeft themfelves to be a humane, fociable
people, whofe faculties are as capable of im-
provement as thofe  of other people ; and
that their ceconomy and government is, in
many refpects,commendable. Hence it ap-
pears they might have lived happy, if not
difturbed by the Europeans ; more efpecially,
if thefelaft had ufed fuchendeavoursas their
chriftian profeflion requires, to communicate
to the ignorant Africans that fuperior

knowledge
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knowledge which providence had favourcd
them with. In order to fet this matter in
its true light, and for the information of
thofe well minded people who are defirous
of being fully acquainted with the merits of
a caufe, whichis of the utmoft confequence;
as therein the lives and happinefs of thou-
fands and hundreds of thoufands of our fel-
low men have fallen, and are daily falling a
{acrifice to felfith avarice, and ufurped pow-
er, I will here give fome account of the fe-
veral divifions of thofe parts of Africa, from
“whence the Negroes are brought, with a
fummary of their produce ; the difpofition
of their refpective inhabitants; their im-
prevements, &c &c, extracted from authors
of credit ; moftly fuch as have been principal
ofticers in the Englith, French and Dutch
factories, and who refided many years in
thofe countries. But firft it is neceflary to
premife, as a remark generally applicable to
the whole coaft of Guinea, ¢ That the Al-
““ mighty who has determined arnd appointed the
““ bounds of the babitation of men on the face of
¢ the earth,”’ in the manner that is moit con-
ducive to the well being of their different
natures and difpofitions has fo ordered it
that altho’ Guinea is extreamly unhealthy *
‘ to

¥ Gentleman's Magazine, Supplement, 1763. Extralt of a
: fdﬂﬂ'_‘l_vrofa_’ Srom the iflanid of Senegal by Mpr. Boone
practiticner of phyfic there, to Dr. Brocklety of Lona:;f:.
« To
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to the Europeans, of whom many thou-
fands have met there with a miferable and
untimely

—-— -

¢ To form a juit ideaof theunhealthinefs of the cli-
¢« mate, itwillbe neceflury to conceivea country extend-
«« ing three hundred leaguecs caft, and more to the
¢« north and fouth. Thro’ this ¢ountry feveral large
«¢ rivers empty  themfelves into the fea; particular-
¢ ly the Sanaga, Gambia and Sherbro; thefe du-
¢« ring the rainy months, which begin in July, and
¢ continue till O&ober, overflowthcir banks and lay
«¢ the whole flat country under water; and indeed,
¢ the very fudden rife of thefe rivers is incredible,
¢¢ to perfons who have never been within the tropicks
«« and are unacquainted with the violent rains that
¢ fall there. At Galem, nine hundred miles from
¢« the mouth of the Sanaga, I am informed that the
¢«¢ waters rije one hundred and fifty feet perpendicular
¢« from the bed of the river. This information I re-
«¢ ceived' from a gentleman, who was furgeon’s mate
«¢ to a party fent there, andthe only furvivor of three
«¢ captains command, each confifting of one captain,
‘s two lieutenants, one enfign, a furgeon’s mate, three
¢ ferjeants, three corporals and fifty privates.

¢« When the rains are at an end which ufually
«¢ happens in O&ober, the intenfe heat ot the Sun
¢« {oon drics up the waters, which lie on :he higher
«¢ parts of the carth, and the remainder forms lakes
¢ of ftagnated waters, in which are found all forts
¢ of dead animals: Thefe waters every day decreafe
till at laft they are quite exhaled and then the cf-
«¢ fluvia that arifes is almoft infupportable. At this
«¢ feafon, the winds blow fo very hot from off the
¢ land, that I can compare them to nothing but the
‘¢ heat proceeding from the mouth of an oven. This

* occafions the Europeans to be forely vexed with bi-
¢ lious

[}
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untimely end, yetitis not fo with the Ne-
oroes who enjoy a good ftate of health tand
are able to procure to themfclves a comfort-
able fubfiftance;with much lefs care and toil
than is neccflary in our more northern ch-
mate ; which lait advantage arifes, not only
from the warmth of the climate, but alio
from, the overflowing of therivers, where-
by the land is regularly moiftned and ren-
dered extremely fertile ; and being in many
places improved by culture, abounds with
grain and fruits, cattle, poultry, &c. The
carth yields all the year a freth fupply of
food : Few clothes are requifite and little
art ncceflary in making them; or in the
conftruction of their houfes, which are very

fimple,

¢ lious and'pltrid ¥¥8&s, From this account you
<« will not be furprized, that the total lofs of Britith
¢ {ubje&@s in this ifland only, amounted to above tweo
«¢ thoufand fivehundred in the fpace of three years
«¢ that I was there, in fuch aputrid moift air aslhave
¢« defcribed.

+ James Barbot, agent general to the French Af-
rican company, in his account of Africa, page 1053,
fays, ‘¢ The natives are feldom troubled with any
¢ diftempers, being little affected with the unhealthy
¢ air; in tempeltucus times they keep much within
<« doors, and when expofed to the weather their fkins
‘¢ being fuppled and pores clofed by daily anointing
¢ with palm oyl, the weather can make but little im-
¢« preflion on them.”
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fimple, principally calculated to defend thent
from the tempeftuous feafons and wild
beafts ; a few dry reeds covered with matts
ferve for their beds. The other furniture,
except what belongs to cookery, gives the
women but little trouble ; the moveables of
the greateft among them amounting only to
a few earthen pots, fome wooden utenfils
and gourds or calabathes ; from thefe laft,
which grow almoft naturally over their huts,
to which they afford an agreeable fhade,
they are abundantly ftock’t with good cleans
veflels for moft houthold ufe, being of dif-
ferent fizes, from half a pint to feveral gal-
lons.

‘That part of Africa from which the Ne-
groes are fold to be carried into flavery,
commonly known by the name of Guinea,
extendsalong the coaft shegp or fler thoufand
miles. Beginning at the river Senegal, fitu-
ate about the 17th degrce of north latitude,
being the neareft part of Guinea, as well to
Europe, as to North America; from thence
tothe river Gambia, andin a foutherlycourfe
to cape Sierra Lcona, comprehends a coaft
of about feven hundred Miles; being the
fame tract for which Queen Elizabeth grant-
ed charters to tie the firft traders to that
coaft : From Sierra Leona, theland of Gui-
nea takes a turn to the eaftward, extending
that courfe about fifteen hundred miles, in-

cluding
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«luding thofe fcveral divifions known by the
name of the Grain Coaft ; the IvoryCoaft ; the
Gold Coaft and the Slave Coaf?, with the large
kingdom of Benin. From thence theland runs
fouthward along the coaft about twelve
hundred miles, which contains the ¢ingdoms
of Congo and Angola; there the trade for
flaves ends. From which to the fouther-
moft cape of Africa, called the cape of Good
Hope, the country isfettled by Caffers and
Hottentots : Who have never been concern-
ed in the making or felling flaves.

Of the parts which are above defcribed,
the firft which prefents itfelf to view, isthat
fituate on the great river Senegal, which is
faid to be navigable more than a thoufand
miles, and is by travellers, defcribed to be
very agreeable and fruitful. Andrew Brue
principalfaétor for the French African com-
pany, who lived fixteen years in that coun-
try, after defcribing its fruitfulnefs and
plenty, near the Sea, adds}¢ the farther
¢ you go from the Sea, the country on the
$¢ river feems the more fruitful and well im-
¢¢ proved; abounding with Indian corn,
“ pulfe, fruit&c. Here are vaft meadows,
¢ which feed large herds of great and fmall
¢ cattle, and poultry numerous : The vil-
‘¢ lages that lie thick on the river, fhew the
$¢ country is well peopled.”” The fame au-

- thor

-} Aftley’s colledt, vol. 2, page 46.
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thor in the account of a voyage he made up
the river Gambia, the mouth of which lyes
about three hundred miles fouth of the Se-
negal, and is navigable abount fix hundred
miles up the country, fays || ¢ That he was
< furprized to fee the land fo well cultiva-
« ted; fcare a {pot lay unmimproved, the
¢«¢ Jow lands, divided by {mall eanals, were
« all fowed with rice &c. the hifgher ground
¢« planted with- millet, indian corn and
« peafe of different forts ; their beef excel-
« lent; poultry plenty and very cheap as
¢«¢ well as all other neceflaries of life.” Fran-
cis Moor, who was fent from England about
the year 1735, in the fervice of the African
company, and refided at James fort on the
river Gambia, or in other fatories on that
river about five years, confirms the above
account of the fruitfulnefs of the country,
William Smith who was fent in the year
1726,by the Africancompany, tofurvey their
fettlements thro’out the whole coaft of Gui-
nea, + fays, ¢ The country about the Gam-
¢ bia is pleafant and fruitful ; provilions of
¢« all kinds being plenty and exceeding
¢ cheap.” The country on and betwcen
the two abovementioned rivers is large and
extenfive, inhabited principally by thefe
three Negro nations known by the name of

Jalofs, Fulis and Mandingos. The Jalofs
pofiafs

"

)

[ o)

"

| Attley's Colletnon ot voyages,vol. 2, puge 86.
1 William Smitl’s voyage to Guinea, page 31, 34

-
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pofllefs the middle of the country. The Fuhs
principal fettlement is on both fides of the
Senegal ; great numbers of thefe people are
alfo mixed with the Mandingos ; which laft
are moftly fettled on both fides the Gambia.
‘The Government of the Jalofs is reprefented
as under a better regulation than, canbe ex-
pected from the common opinion we enter-
tain of the Negroes. Weare told in the Col-
< lection, * That the King has under him fe-
¢ veralmipiftersof ftatewho aflift him in the
« exercife of juftice. The grand Fcrafo is the
¢ chief juftice thro’ allthe King’s dominions,
¢t andgocs in circuitfromtime totimetohear
¢ complaints and determine controverfies.
The King’s treafurer exercifes the fame em-
“ ployment, andhas'underhim Alkairs, who
¢ are governors of towns or villages.
¢ That the Rondi or vice Roy goes the circuit
¢ with the.chief juftice both to hear caufcs
¢ and infpect into the behaviour of the A/-
“ kad: or chief magiftrate of every village in
“ their feveral diftricts+.”” Vafroncelas an
author mentioned in the colletion fays,
<« The ancicnteft are preferred to be the
“ Prince’s counfellors, who keep always a-
¢ bout his perfon, and the men of moft
¢¢ judgment and experience are the judges.”

' C The

«C

* Alley's Colle&tion, vol, 2, page 3;8.
t Idem. 2359, .
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THe Fulis arefettled on both fides of the ri-
ver Senegal : Their country which is very
&ruitful and papulous, extends near four
hundred miles from eaft to weft. They are
generally of a deep tawny complexion, ap-
pearing to bear fome aflinity with the Moor’s,
whofe country they join on the north:
They are good farmers and make great har-
vell, of corn, cotton, tobacco &c. and breed
great numbers of cattle of allkinds. Bartholo-
amew Stibbs, (mentioned by Fr: Moor ) in his
account of that countryfays, ¢ Theywere
““ a cleanly, decent, induffrious people and very
« agffable’”’ But the moft particular account
we have of thefe people is from Francis
Moor himfelf, whofays|, ¢ Some of thefe
¢¢ Fuli blacks who dwell on both fides the
¢ river Gambia, are in fubjection to the
¢« Mandingos, amongit whom they dwell,
¢¢ having been probably driven out of their
#¢ country, by war or famine. They have
¢¢ chiefs of their own, who rule with much
¢¢ moderation, Few ofthem willdrinkbrandy
¢ or any thing ftronger than water and fu-
¢ gar, being ftrict mahcmetans. Their
¢ form of government goes on eafy, be-
4 caufc the people are of a good quiet dif-
s¢ pofition and fo well inftructed in what is

¢ right

[ ]

=

1 Moor’s travels into diftant parts of Africa, page
293, | Ibid, page 21.
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“ right, that aman who does ill is the 2
¢ bomination of all, and none will fupport
¢ him againft the chief.. In thefe countries
¢ the natives are not coveteous of land,
¢« defiring no more than what they ufe ; and
¢ as they donot plough with horfes and
¢ cattle they can ufe but very little, there~
¢« forc the Kings are willing to give the
. ¢ Fulis lecave to live in their country and
¢« cultivate their lands.. If any of their
« people are known to be made flaves, al
« the Fulis will join to redeem them ; they
<t alfofupport the old, the blind and lame a~
“ mongit themiclves, and as far as their abi~
¢ lities go, they tupply the neceflities of the
““ Mandingoes, great numbers of whom they
“ have maintained in famine. The author
from his owncbfervationsfays, ¢ They were
“ rarecly angry, that he never heard them
‘“ abufc one another.”

The Mandirgos are faid by A. Brue before
mentioned, ¢ To be the moft numerous
<« nation on the Gambiz, befides which
“ numbers of them are difperfed over all
“ thefe countries ; being the moft rigid ma-
¢ hometansamongftthe Negroes, they drink
“ neither winc nor brandy, and are politer
¢ than thc-other Negices.  The chief of the
“ trade goes thro’ their hands. Many are
¢ induftrious and laborious, keeping their
¢ ground well cultivated and breeding a

C: ' ““ good
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good ftock of cattle.+ Lvery town iias
an Altait, or Governcr, who has great
power; for moft of them having two
common fields of clear ground, one for
corn and the other for rice, the Altel;
appoints the labour of all the people.
The men work the corn ground, and
the women and girls the rice ground
and as they all equally labour, fo he e-
qually divides the corn amongft them;
and 1n cafe any are in want, the others
fupply them. This Alkali decides all
quarrels, and has the firft voice in all
conferences in town affairs.””  Some of

thefe Mandigos who are fcttled at Galem,
far up the river Senegal, can read and write
arabic tolerably, and area good hofpitable
people, who carry on a trade with the In-
land nations. { They arc extreamly po-

€C

'3

"

' 44
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pulous in thofe parts, their women be-
ing fruitful, and they not fuffering any
perfon amongﬁ them, but fuchare gml-
ty of crimes, to be made flaves.,” We arc

told, from Jobfon, ¢ || Thatthe maliometan

(14
€

[ )
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Negrocs fay theirprayersthriceaday. Fach
village hasa prieft who calls them to their
duty. It’s {furprizing (fays the author)as
well as commendable, to fee the modefty,

¢ attention

Aﬂle‘. s Colle@. vol. 2, page 269.
Aley’s Colle&t. vol. 2, page 73.

.i.
1
iJle 296.
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¢¢ attention and reverencethey obferve. du-
¢ ring their worfhip. He alked fome oftheir
¢« prieftsthe purport of their prayers andcere
¢ ronies ; their anfwer alwayswas”, <7 hat
¢ they adored God, by proftrating themfelves be-

fore bim ;that by humblingthem/elves, theyac-
‘¢ knowledged their oron z';g/tf{niﬁcanc'y ; andfar-
“ ther entreated him to forgrve their faults,and
to grant thom ail good and neceffary things, as
wellasdeliverance fromevil’  Jobfon takes
noticeot feveral gcod qualites in thefe Negroe
priefts ; particularly their great {obriety.
‘They gain their livelihood by keeping
fchool, for the education of the children.
The boys are taught to read and write.
They not only teach fchool, but rove a-
bout the country; teachingand inftruét-
ing ; for which the whole country is o-
pen to them ; and they have a free re-
courfc thro’ all places, the® the Kings
may be at war with oneanother.

‘The three forementioned nations, pradtice
feveraltrades, as fmiths, potters, fadlers, and
weavers. Their imiths particularly work:
neatly in gold and filver, and make knives,
hatchets, reaping hooks, fpadesand fhares
to cut iron, éx. &c. Thoiv potters ‘make
neat tobacco pipes, and pots to boil their
tood. Seme authors foy, that weaving 1s
their principal trade; this is donc by the
womei and girls, who fuin and wave very

¢ fine

-

[ )
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fine cotton cloth, which they die blue or
black. + F. Moor fays the Jalofs particu-
larly, make great quantities of the cotton
cloth ; their pieces are generally 27 yards
long and but about ¢ inches. broad; their
looms being very narrow ; thefe they few
neatly together, fo as to fupply the ufe of
broad cloth. -

It was in thefe parts of Guinea, that M.
Adanfon, correfpondant of the royal aca-
demy of fciences at Paris, mentioned in
fome former publications, was employed
{rom the year 1749, to the year 1753, whol-
ly in making natural and philofecphical obfer-
vations, on the country about the rivers
Senegal and Gambia. Speaking of the great
heats on Senegal, he fays, < | Itis to them
< that they are partly indebted for the fer-
< tility of their lands, which is fo great,
« that with little labour and care, there 1s
“ mno fruit nor grain but grow in great plen-
€« ¢ .”

Of the foil on the Gambia, he fays, <« || R
‘15 rich and dcep, and amazingly fertile ;
“ 1t produces fpontaneouily, and almoft
¢« without cultivation, all the neceffaries of
¢ life ; grain, fruit, herbs, and roots. E-

very

+ F. Moor, 28.
¥ M. Adanfon’s voyoge to Scnegal &c. page 308.
| Idem, page 5164,
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« very thing matures to perfection, and 1s
¢ excellent in its kind.” * One thing
which always furprifed him, wasthe prodigi-
ous rapidity, with which the fap of trees re-
pair any lofs they may happen to fuftain in
that country;  and I was never (fays he)
“ more aftonithed, than when landing four
“ days after the locufts had devoured
¢¢ all the fruits and leaves, and even the
buds of the trees, to find the trees co-
¢ vered with new leaves ; and they did not
« feem me to have fuffered much.’”” ¢ It
¢ was then, (lays the fame auther,) § the fith
¢ feafon; you might fee them in fhoals
¢¢ approaching towards land. Some of thofe
¢ fhoals were fifty fathom {quare, and the
¢ fith crowded together in fuch a manner
« as to roll upon one another, without be-
“ ing able to fwim. As{oon as the Negroes
¢ perceive them coming towards land, they
“ jump into the water, with a bafkctin one
¢ hand, and {wim with the other. They
“ need only to plunge and to lift up their
¢ bafket, and they are fure to return load-
“ ed with fifh.” Speaking of the appear-
ance of the country, and of the difpofition
of the people, he fays, || ¢ Which way foever
“ I turned mine eyes on this pleafant {pot,
“ I beheld a perfeft image of pure nature ;
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an agreeable folitude, bounded on every
fide by charming landfcapes; the rural
fituation of cottagesin the midft of trees;
the cafe and indolence of the Negroes, re-
clined under the fhade of their {preading
foliage ; the fimplicity of their drefs and
manners ; the whole revived in my mind
the idea of our firft parents, and I fecmed
to contemplatc the world in its primitive
ftate. Thcy are generaly fpeaking, very
good natured, fociable and obliging. 1
was not a little pleafed with this my firft
reception ; 1t convinced me, that there
ought to *be a confiderable abatement
made in the accounts I had read and heard
every where of the favage character of the
Africans. 1 obferved both in Negroes and
Moors, great humanity and fociablenefs ;
which gave me ftrong hopes, that 1{hould
be very fafe amongft them, and mect with
the fuccefs I defired, in my enquiries after
the curiofities of the country.” ¥ He

was agreeably amufed with the converfation
of the Negroes, their fables, dialogues, and
witty flories with which they entertain each
other alternately, according to their cuftom.
Speaking of the remarks which thie natives
made to him, with relation to tlic fars and
planets, he fays ¢ It is amazing, that fuch

“ arude

* Adanfon, page, 252, ibid,
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a rudc and illcterate people, thould reafon
fo pertinently in regard to thoie heavenly
bodies ; thereis no manner of doubt, but
that with proper inftruments, and a good
will, they would become eacellent afirono-
mers”

e i

C H A P. IL

THE Ivory Coaf? ; ics {oil and pro-

duce. The charalter of the natives mif-
reprefented by fome authors. Thefe mi-
reprefentations occafioned by the Europe-
ans having treacheroully carried off many
of their people. Fobn Smith furveyor to
the African company, his obfervations there-
on. Fobn Sneck’s remarks. The Gold
Coaft and Slave Ceafl, thefe have the
moft- European Faltories ; and furnith the
greatelt number of flaves to the Luropeans.
Excceding fertile. The country of Axim;
and of Ante. Good account of the Inland
people. Great fithery, Extraordinary trade
for flaves.  The Slave Coaft. The kingdom
of Whidal. Fruitful and pleafant. The
natives kind and obliging. Very popu-
lous. Meep regular markets and fair
Goodorder thercin. Murder, adulteryan
theft feverely punifthed, The kings reve.
nues,
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nucs. The principal people have an
idea of the true God. Commendable
care of the poor. Several fmall govern-
mcctlxts depend on plunder and the flgve
trade.

H AT part of Guinea, known by the
name of the Grain, and ITvory €oafl,
come, next in courfe. This coaft extends-
about 500 miies. The foil appears by ac-
count to be in general fertile, producing
-abundance of rice and roots; indigo and
cotton thrive without cultivation and tobac-
.co would be excellent if carefully manufac-
tured; fith in great plenty, their flocks
.greatly increafe and their trees are loaded
with fruit. They make a cotton cloth.
which fells well on the Coaft. In a word the
country is rich and the commerce advanta-
‘Fcous and might be greatly augmented by
{uch as would cultivate the friendfhip of the
natiyes ; thefe are reprefented by fome writ-
ers as a rude, treacherous people ; whilft feve-
ral other authors of credit give them a very
different character; reprefenting them as
Jenfible, courteous and the faireft traders on the
coaftof Guinea, 1In the collection they are
faid * to be averfe to drinking to excefs, and
fuch at do are fcverely punithed by the kings -

order:

P

* CoHeg. 2. vol. page, 560,
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order: on inquiry why there is fuch a difa-
greement in the charater given of thefe
people, it appears, that tho’ theyare natural-
lyinclined to be 4ind to ffrangers, with whom
they are fond of trading, yet the frequent
infjuries done them by Europeans, has occafi-
oned their being fu/picious and fby: the fame
caufe has been the occafion of the ill treat-
ment they have fometimes given to inno-
cent firangers, who have attempted to trade
with them. As the Europeans have no fet-
tlement on this part of Guinea, the trade is
carried on by fignals from the thips ; on the
appearance of which the natives ufually
come on board, in their canoes, bringing
their gold-duft, ivory, &¢c. which has givén
oppoitunity to fomevillainous Europeans, to
carry them off with their effects, or retain
them on board till a ranfom is paid. It is
noted by fome that fince the European voy-
agers have carried away feveral of thefe
people, their miftruft is fo great, that it is ve-
ry difficult to prevail on them to comeon
board. William Smith remarks * ¢ Aswe paft
“ along this coaft, we very often lay be-
“ fore a town and fired a gun for the na-
tives to come off; but no foul came
near us; at length we learnt, by fome
fhips that were trading down the coaft

that

e ——
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* W. Smith, page, 111,
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< that the natives came feldom on board
<« an Lnglith thip, tor fear of being de-
« tained or carricd off; yet at laft fome
« ventured on board; but if thefc chanced
¢ to fpy any arms, thcy would all immedi-
« ately takc to their canoes and make the
¢ beft of their way home. They bhad
«¢ then in their pofleflion one chamm Crofs,
¢ the mate of an Englith veflel, who was
«¢ detained by them to make reprlfals for
¢ fome of their men, who had formerly
¢¢ been carried away by fome Englifh veffel.”’
In thc Colle&ion we are told, * This villa-
nous cuflom, s too often prallifed, chicfly by the
Briftol and Liverpool _ﬂipx, andis a great de-
triment to the flave trade on the Windward
Coaft. Fobn Snock mentioned in Bofman + when
on that coaft wrote, * We cait anchor, but
“ not one Negro coming on board, I went on
<« fhore, and after having ftaid awhile on
« the ftrand, fome Negrces came tome ; and
¢ being defirous to be informed why they
¢ did not come on board, I was anfwered,
« that about two months before the En glifh
< had been there with two large veflels,
¢ and had ravaged the country, c.gﬁroyed
¢ all their canoes, plundered their houfes
¢« and carried off fome of their people; up-

< on

®n

* Aflley’s colle@ion, vol. 2 page, 475.
t W. Bofman’s difcription of Guinea p. 440.
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¢ on which the remainder fled to thc inland
¢« country, where moft of them were at
¢¢ that time; fo that there being not much
“ to be done by us, we were obliged to
¢ return on board. * When I enquired
«“ after their wars with other countries,
“ they told me, they were not often trou-
¢« bled with them; but if any difference
¢ happened, they chofe rather to end the
‘¢ ditpute amicably than tocome to arms.

He found the inhabitants civil and good
natured. Speaking of the 4ing of Rio Seftro,
lower down the coaft, he fays, ¢ He was a
“ very agreeable, obliging man, and that
¢- all his fubjelts are civil, as well as very
<« laborious in agriculture and the purfuits
«“ of trade.”, Marthais fays, |} <« That
« though the country is very populous,’
“ yet nonc of the natives (except criminals)
« are fold for flaves.””  Vaillant never
heard of any f{ettlement being made by
the Europeanson this part of Guinea; and
Smith remarks, § ¢ That thefe coafts, which
¢ are divided into feveral little kingdoms,
¢“ and have feldom any wars, 1s the reafcn
¢« the {lave trade is not fo good here as on
¢¢ the Gold and Slave Coafl, where the Euro-

D

peans

* W. Bofman’s defcription of Guinea, page, 439.
t Ibid. 4:1. || Aftley’s collection 2 vol. page, 565.
§ Smith’s voyage to Guinea, 112.
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« peans have feveral forts and fatories.”
A plain evidence this, that it is the inter-
courfe with the Europeans and their fettle-
ments on the coaft which gives life to the
flave trade.
. Next adjoining to the Ivory Coaf? are
thofe called the Gold Coaft and the Slave
€Coaf? ; authors are not agreed about their
bounds ; —but their extent together along
the coaft, may be about five hundred miles.
And as the policy, produce and ceconom
of thefe two divifions of Guinea are muc
the fame, 1 fhall defcribe them together.
~ Here theEuropeanshave thegreateft num-
ber of forts and tactories, from whence, by
means of the Negro fadtors, a trade is car-
ried on above feven hundred miles back
n the Inland country ; whereby great num-
bers of flaves are procured, as well by means
of the wars which arife amongft the Ne-

oes, orare fomented by the Europeans, as
gofe brought from the back country. Here
we find the natives more reconciled to the Eu-
ropean manners and trade; but, at the fame
time, much more inured to wgr, and ready to
aflift the Europe»n traders, in procuring
loadings for the great number of veflels
which come yearly on thofe coafts for flaves.
This part of Guinea is agreed by hiftori-
ans to be, in genecral, extraordinary fruitful
end agreeable ; producing (according to the

T difference
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difference of the foil) vaft quantities of rice
and other grain; plenty of fruit and
roots ; palm wine and oyl, and fith in great
abundance; with much tame and wild cattle.
Bofman, principal facter for the Dutch at
D’Elmina, fpeaking of thecountry of Axim,
which isfituate towards the beginning of the
Gold Coaft, + fays, ¢ The Negro inhabi«
¢ tants are generally very rich, driving2a
« great trade with the Europeansfor gold:
«“ That they are induftrioufly employed
¢ either in trade, fifhing, oragriculture}
“ but chiefly in the culture of rice, which
“ grows here, in an incredible abun-
¢ dance, and is tranfported hence all over
“ the Gold Coaft. The inhabitants in Lien
“ returning full fraught with mllet, jamms
“ potatoes and palm oyl. The fame author
“ {peaking of the country of Ante, faysy,
¢¢ 1 This country, as well as the Gold Coaft,
¢ abounds with hills, enriched with extra-
‘“ ordinary high and beautiful trees; its
¢ valleys, betwixt the hills, are wide and
‘¢ extenfive, producing in great abundance
¢ very good rice, millct, jamms, potatoes,
‘¢ and other fruits, all geod in their kind,
He adds, ¢ In fhort it 13 aland that yields
¢ its manurersas plentiful a crop asthey can
‘¢ with, with great quantities of palin wineand

2 19 OY‘,
"1 Bolmun's defeription of the voatt ot Guinen, p. 5.

I Idem, p. 14.
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ovl, befides being v:.ll furnifhed with all
¢« forts of tame, as well as wild beafts; but
¢ that the laft fatal wars had reduced it to
a miferable condition, and ftripped it of
‘“ moit of 1its inhabitants.”  The adjoming
country of Fetu, he iays, || was former'y
fo powerful and populous, that it itruck
¢¢ terrorinto all the neighbouring nations ;
¢ but 1t 1s at prefent, 1o drained by continu-
¢ al wars, that it 1s entirely ruined; there
«“ does not remain inhabitants futlicient to
«¢ till the country ; tiuo’ itis fo fruittul and
¢ pleafant that it may be compared to the
« country of Ante, juft before defcribed ;
< frequently, fays that author, when walk-
« ing thro’ it before the laft war, I have
¢ fecn it abound with fine well built and po-
< pulous towns, agrccably emiched with
« vaft quantities of corn, cattle, palm wine
« and oyl. The inhabitants ali app!ving
« themfelves without any diftinétion to a-
« oricuiture, fome fow corn, others prefs
¢ oyl and draw wine from palm trees, with
¢ both which it is plentifully fiored,”

William Sinith gives much the famne ac-
count of the before mentioned parts of the
Gold Coaft, and adds, ¢« The country a-
«« bout D’Elmina and Cape Coaft, is much
«¢ ‘the fame for beauty and goodnefs, but
¢ more populous; and the nearer we come

“ towards

£
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towards the Slave-Coaft, the more de-
lightful and rich all the countries are,
producing all forts of trees, fruits, roots
and herbs, that grow within the torrid
Zoune.” ]. Barbot alfo remarks, + with

rcipect to the countries of Ante and A-
dom, ¢ That the foil 1s very good, and
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fruitful in corn and other produce, which
it affords in fuch plenty, that befides
what ferves for their own ufe they always
cxport great quantities for fale; they
havea competent number of cattle, both
tame and wild ; and the rivers abundant-
ly ftored with fith; fo that nothing is
wanting for the fupport of life, and to
make it eafy.” In the Collection its faid,}
That the Inland pcople, on that part of
the coaft, employ themfelves in tillage
and trade, and fupply the market with
corn, fruit and palm -winc; the country
producing fuch vaft plenty of indian corn,
that abundance is daily exported, as well
by Europeans as Blacks reforting thither
from other parts.”. ¢ Thefe Inland peo-
ple are faid to live in great union and
friendfhip, being generally well temper-
ed, civil and tractable; not apt to
fhed human blood, except when much
provoked; andready toaflift one another.”

D In

1t John Barbot’s deteripuon of Guinea, R 154,
1 Alley’s Colle®ion, 2. vel. p. 535,
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In the Collection ||, it is faid, ¢ That the
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fithing bufinefs is efteemed on the Gold
Coaft next to trading; that thofe who
profefs it are more numerous than thofe
of other employments. That the greateit.
number of thefe are at Kommendeo, Mina
and Kormantin ; from each of which pla-
ces, there goes out every morning, (Tuel-
day excepted, which is the Fetith day, cr
day of reft,) five, fix and fometimes cight
hundred canoes, from 13 to. 14 fectlong,
who fpread themfclves two lecagues at
fea, each fitherman carrying in his canoe
a fword, with bread, water, and a little
fire, on alarge ftone, to roaft ith. Thus
they labour till necn, when the {ea breeze
blowing frefh, they return cn the thore,
generally laden with fith; a quantity of
which the Inland inhabitants come down
to buy, which they fcll again at the
country markets.” | .
William Smith 4 fays T ic country about
Acra, where the Englifth and Dutch have
each a ftrong fort, is‘very delightful, and
the natives courtcousandcivil toftrangers.
He adds, ¢ That this place feldom fails
of an extracrdinary good trade from the
Inland country; cfpecially for flaves,

“ whercof

{i Cclictlion, vol. 2. page 649.

1 William Smith, v, 133,
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« whereof fcveral arefuppofed to come from
¢¢ very remote parts 3 becaufe it is not uns
« common tofind aMalayenor two amongit
¢ a parcel of other flaves: The Malaya
« people arc originally natives of Mallacca,
¢« inthe Eaft Indies, fituate feveral thoufand
« miles from the Gold Coaft.” They dif:
fer very much from the Guinea Negroes,
being of a tawny complexion, with long
black hair.

Moft parts of the Slave Coafts are repre-
fented as equally fertile and pleafant with
the Gold Coaft: The kingdom of Whidah
has been particularly nol;eg by travellers: §
William Smith and Boftnan agree, ¢ That
¢ it is onc of the moft delightful countries.
< in the werld. 'The great number and va-
¢ ricty of tall, beantiful and fhady trees,
¢ which feem planted in groves ; the ver-
*“ dant fields every where cultivated, and no.
¢ otherwife divided than by thofe groves,
““ and in fome places a fmall foot path ; to-
¢ gether with a great number of villages,
¢ contribute to afford the moft delightful
¢ profpect; the whole country being a fine
¢¢ ealy and almoft imperceptible afcent, for
¢¢ the fpace of 40.0r 50 miles from the fea..
‘¢ 'That the farther you go from the fea, the
¢¢ the more beutiful and populous the coun-
¢ try appears. That the natives were kind,
“ and:

) o

3 Smith, p. 194, Belman, p. 310,
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and obliging, and fo induftrious, that
no place which was thought fertile could
efcape being planted, even within the
hedges, which inclofe their villages. And
that the next day after they had reaped
they fowed again.”

Snclgrave alfo fays, ¢ The country ap-
pears full of towns and villages, and be-
ing a rich foil and wcll cultivated, looked
likean entire garden.”” IntheCollection *

the hufbandry ot thc Negroes is defcribed
to be carried on with great regularity 5 the
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rainy {cafon approaching they gointo the
fields and woods, to fix on a proper place
for fowing ; and as here 1s no property in
ground, the king’s licence being obtain-
ed, the people go out in troops, and firft
clear the ground from bufhes and weeds
which they burn. The fields thus cleared
they dig it up a foot deep and fo let it
remain for eight or ten days, till the reit
of their neighbours have difpofed their
ground in the fame manner. They then
confult about fowing, and for that end
affemble at the king’s court, the next
Fetith’ day. The king’s grain muft be
fown firft. They then go again to the
field, and give the ground a fecond
digging, and fow their fced. Whilft

¢ the

—E Colle&ion, 2 vel. page, 651,
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« the king or governowr’s land is fow-
¢t ing, he fends out wine, and fleth ready
¢ drefled, enough to ferve the labourers.
¢« Afterwards they in like manner fow the
« ground allotted for their neighbours, as
<t diligently as that of the king ; by whom
¢« they are alfo feafted ; and fe continue to
« work in a body for the publick benefit,
« till every man’s ground is tilled and fow-
« ed. None but the king and a few great
« menare exempted from this labour. Their
¢« grain foon fprouts out of the ground.
¢ When it is about man’s height and be-
¢ gins to ear, they raife a wooden houfe in
¢ the centre of the field, covered with ftraw,
¢ in which they fet their children to watch
¢ their corn and fright away the birds.”

Bofinan ¥ {peaks rin commendation of
the civility, kindnefs and great induftry of
thenatives of Whydah ; this i1s confirmed by
Smitht who fays, ¢ The natives Lcre feem to
“ be the moft gentleman like Negroes in
¢ Guinea, abounding with good manners
** and ceremony to each other. The infe-
 rior pay the utmoft deference and refpect
¢ to the fuperior; as do wives to their
¢¢ hufbands, and children to their parents.
¢ All here are naturally induftrious and find
¢ coaftant employment : the men in agri-
' “ cnlture,

+ Bofman p. 317. + Smith p. 193,
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culture, and the women in fpinning and
weaving cotton. The men, whofc chief
talent liesin hufbandry, are unacquainted
with arins ; otherwife being a numerous
people, they could have made a better
defence againft the king of Dahome, who
fubdued them without much trouble.”
* Throughout the Gold Coaft there are
regular markets in all villages, furnithed
with provifions and merchandize,. held
every day in the week, except Tuefday ;
whence they fupply not only theinha-
bitants, but the European Ships. The
Negro women are very expert in buying
and felling, and extreamly indufirious;
for they will repair daily to market, from
a confiderable diftance, loaded like pack
horfes, with a child, perhaps, at their
back, and a heavy burden on their heads.
After felling their wares, they buy fifh and
otherneceflariesandreturn home loaded as
they came.
¢ 4+ There is 2 market held at Sabi, every
fourth day ; alfo a weekly one in the pro-
vince of Aplogua, which is fo reforted to,
that there arc ufually five or fix thoufand
merchants. Their markets are fo well
regulated and governed, that feldom any
ditorder happens; each fpecies of mer-
chandize

* Colle&. 2. vol. p. ¢;7 7 Colie. 3. vol. p.%x.
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& chandize and merchants have a feparate
s¢ place allotted them by themfelves. The
& buyers may haggle as much as they will,
$¢ but it muft be without noife or fraud.
¢¢ To keep order the king appoints a-judge,
¢ who with four officers well armed, infpet.
the Markets, hear all complaints, andina
fummary way decides all differences ; he
has power to feize and fell as flaves ali
who are catched in fealing, or difturb-
ing the peace. In thefe markets are to
be fold men, women, children, oxen,
fheep, goats and fowls of all kinds: Eu-
ropean cloths, kinen and woollen ; print-
ed callicos, fikk, grocery ware, china, gold
¢ duft,ron in bars, &°c. in 2 word moftforts
«“ of European goods: as well as the pro-
¢« duce of Africa and Afa. They have
¢ other markets refembling our fairs, once
“ or twicea year, to which all the country
¢ repair, for they take care to order the
¢¢ day fo in diffcrent governments as not to
¢ interfere with each other.” y
With refpet to government, William
Smith fays, ¢ { That the Gold Coaft and
¢ Slave Coafts are divided into different dif-
¢ tricts, fome of which are governed by
¢ their chiefs or kings; "the others being
¢ more of the nature of a commonwealth,
¢ are

S S S N -
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¢ are governed by fome of thc principal
‘“ men, calicd Caboccros, who Bofman fays,
¢ are properly denominated civil fathers;
¢ whofe province is to take care of the well-
fare of the city or yillage and to appeafe
¢ tumults.” But this order of government
has been much broken fince the coming of
the Europeans. Both Bofman and Barbot
mention zurther and adultery to be feverely pu-
nifbed en the Coaft, frequently by death; and
robbery by a fize proportionable to the goods
olen.
d The income of fome of the king’s is large.
Bofman fays, ¢ That the king of Whydah’s
‘¢ revenues and duties on thmgs bought and
¢« fold are confiderable ; he having the tithe
¢ of all things fold in the market or ims
¢« ported in the country.” Both the
abovementioned authors fay, the tax on
Sflaves fhipped off in this king’s dvminions,in fome
ears amounts to near lwenty thoufand pounds.

Bofman tells us, ¢ The Whydah Negrces

¢¢ have a faint idea of a true God afcribing
¢ to him the attributes of almighty power
¢ and omniprefence ; but God, they fay, is
¢t too high to condefcend to think of man-
kind, wherefore he commits the govern-
<« ment of the world to thofe inferior die-
« ties which they worthip.”” Some authors
fay

[ )]
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fay the wifeft of thefe Negrees are fenfible of
their miftake in this opinion, but dare not
forfake their old religion, for fcar of the po-
pulace rifing and killing them ; this is con-
firmed by William Smith who fays, ¢ “That
¢« all the natives of this coaft believe there s
¢ one truc God, the author of them and all
‘“ things:and that they have fome apprchen-
¢ fion of afutureftate ; and that almoft every
« village has a grove, or public place of wor-
fhip,to which the principal inhabitants, on
a fet day, refort to make their offerings.”
In the Colletion * it is remarked as an ex-
ccllency in the Guinea government, ¢ That
““ however poor they may be in general,
““ yet there are no beggars to be found
« amongft them; which is owing to the
< care of their chief men, whofe province
< it 1s to take care of the welfare of the
« city or village ; it being part of their office
¢ to fee that fuch people may earn their
¢ bread by their labour; fome are fet to
< blow the fmith’s bellow’s, others to prefs
¢ palm oyl, or grind colours for their matts
¢ and fell provifion in the markets. The
“ young men are lifted to ferve as foldicrs,
¢ {o that they fuffer no common beggar.’
Bofman afcribes "a further reafon for thig
good order, viz. ¢ That when a Negrog

E findg
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* Aftley’s Colle&t. 2 vol. page C19.
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¢ finds he cannot {ubfift, he binds him{clf
« for a certain fum of money, and the
« mafter to whom he is bound, is obliged
¢ to find him neccflartes: that the maiter
¢« fets him a fort of tafk, whichis not in the
t¢ leaft flavifh, being chiefly to defend his
< mafter on occafions ; or in fowing time
¢ to work as much as he himfelf pleafes. 4’

Adjoining to the kingdom of Whydah,
are fcveral fmall governments, as Coto,
great and fmall Popo, Ardrah, &. all fitu-
ate on the Slave Coaft, where the chief trade
for flaves is carried on. Thefe are govern-
cd by their refpective kings, and follow
much the fame cuftoms with thofe of Why-
dah ; except that their principal living is op
plunder, and the flave trade,

CHAP,

+ Bofman, p. 119.
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THE kingdom of Benin. Its extent.

Efteemed the moft potent in Guniea.
Fruitfulnefs of the foil. Good difpofition
of the people. Order of government.
Punithment of crimes. Large extent of
the town of Great Bemn. Order main-
tained. The natives honeft and charitable.
Their religion. The kingdoms of Rongo
and Angola. Many of the natives profefs
chriftianity. The country fruitful. Dif-
pofition of the people. The adminiftrati-
on of juftice. The town of Learngo. Slave
trade carried on by the Portuguefe. Here
the flave trade ends.

EXT adjoining to the Slave Coatt, is the
kingdom of Benin, which thoughit
extends but about 170 miles on the Sm, yct
fyreads fo far inland as to be efteemed the
moft potent kingdom in Guinea. By Ac-
counts the foil and produce : appears to be, in
a great meafure, like thofe before defcribed ;
and the natives reprefented as a reafonable
good natured pecople: Artusfays * ¢ They
“ are a fincere, inoffenfive people, and do
¢ no

* Colle&. 3, vel. page 228.
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“¢ no injuflice eitherto one another or to
“ ftrangers.”” Willlam Smith { confirms
this account and fays, ¢ That the inhabi-
“ tants are genecrally very goed natured
“ and exceeding courteous and civil. When
¢ the Europeans make them prefents, which
““ in their coming thither to trade they
¢* alwaysdo, they endeavour to return them
“ doubly.”

Bofman tells us, {¢ That his countrymcen
¢ the Dutch, who were often obliged to
“ to truft them till they return the next
‘¢ year, were furc to be honeﬁly paid their
¢ whole debts.
~ There 1s in Benin a confiderable order 1n
government. Theft, murther and adultery
being fevercly punithed. Barbot fays, * ¢ If
“ a man and a woman of any quality be
““ {furprifed 1nadultery, they are Loth put to
¢ dcath, and their bodies are throwin on a
““ dunghill, and left there a prey to wild
“ Dbeafts.” Tle adds, ¢ The feverity of the
“ law in Benin againft adultery || amongit

¢ all

L a)
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+ Swvith, p. 228. 1 W. Boflman, p. 4¢3.

* Barbot, p. 237.

I By this account of the punifhment inflited on
adulterers in this and other parts of Guinea, it ap-
b ears the Negrees are not infenfible of the finfulnefs of

.ch pra&ites. How firange muft it then appear to the

ferious
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¢« a1l orders ofy people, deters them from
“ venturing ; &) that it is but very feldom
¢ any perfons are punifhed for that crime.”
Smith fays, ¢ Their towns are governed by
«¢ oflicers appointed by the king, who have
« power to decide in civil cafes, and to raife
« the publick taxes; but in criminal cafes
¢ they mutft fend to the king’s court, which
¢ is hela at the town of Oedo or Great Be-
¢« nin. This town which covers a large ex-
¢ tent of ground, is about fixty miles frotxln

6 the

ferious minded amongft thefe people, (nay how incon-
fitent is it with every divine and moral law, amongft
ourfelves,) that thofe chriftian laws which prohi-
bit fornication and adultery, are in none of the
Englifh governments extended to them: but that they
are allowed to cohabit and feparate at pleafure? And
that even their mafters think fo lightly of their mar-
riage engagements, that when it fuits with their inte-
refl, threy will feparate man from wife, and children:
from both®o be fold, in different, and even diftant
parts ; without regard to their fometimes grievous
lamentations; whence it has happened, that fuch of
thofe people who are truely united in their mariqage
covenant, and in affe@ion to one another, have becn.
driven to fuch defperation as cither violently to def-
troy themfielves, or gradually to pine away, and die
with mere grief. It is amazing, that whilft the clergy
of the eftablifhed church, are publickly expreflinga con-
cern, that thefe oppreffed people fhould be made ac-
quainted with the chriftian religion; they fhould be thus-
fuffered, and even forced fo flagrantly to-infringe one
of the principle injunions of cur holy religion!
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¢« the Sea.” * Barbot tells us, ¢¢ That it con-
¢« tains thirty ftreets, tweney fathom wide,
« and almoft two miles long, commonly
¢: extending in a firaight line from one gate
« to another; that the gates are guarded
¢ by foldiers; that in thefe ftreets markets
¢ are held every day of cattle, ivory, cotton
¢ and many forts of European goods. This
¢ Jarge town 1s divided into feveral wards
< or diftricts, each governcd by its refpec-
¢ tive king of a fireet, as they call them;
< to adminifter juftice, and to keep good
< order. The inhabitants are very civil and
< good natured, condefcending to what the
¢ Europeans require of them, in a civil
<« way.”” The fame author confirms what
has been faid by others of their juftice in
the payment of their debts; and adds,
<« That they above all other Guineans are
¢“ very heneft and juft in their dealings, and
<« they have fuch an averfion for theft, that
« by the law of the country it is*punithed
¢ with death.”” We are told by the fame
author, t ¢ That the king of Benin is
¢“ abie upon occafion to maintain an army
“ of a hundered thoufand men; but that
¢ for the moft part, he does not keep thirty
“ thoufand.” William Smith fays, ¢ The

- natives

* J. Earlot, page 358. 359. t Barbot, p. 369,
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¢¢ natives are all frec men; none but fo-
« reigners can be bought and fold there.
¢ They are very chautable, the king as well
¢« as his fubjects.” Boithan confirms this, }

and nys, « The king and great lords fubﬁﬂ:
« feverai poor at their place of refidesice on
¢« charity, employing thofe who are fit for
<« any work, and the reft they kcep for
¢« God’s fake, fo that here are no beggars.”

As to religion thefe people believe there
is a God the eflicient caufe of all things, but
like the reft of the Guineans they are iuper- |
flitioufly and idolatroufly inclined.

The laﬁ divifion of Guinea from which
flaves are imported ; are the kingdoms of
Kongo and Angola, thefe lye to the fouth
of Benm, extendmg with the intermediate
land about twelve hundered miles on the
Coaft. Great numbers of the natives of
both thefe kingdoms profefs the chriftian
religion, which was long fince introduced
by ‘the- -Portuguefe, who made early fettle-
ments in that country. |

In the Collection it is faid, that both in
Kongo and Angola the foil is in general
frmtful producing great plenty of grain,
indian corn and fuch quantltv  6f rice that
it hardly bears any price, witl: {r.its, voots
and palm oyl in plenty.

The

t W+ Sumith, P 369 P Ochne, 1C9,
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'The natives arc generally a quict people,
who difcover a good underftanding, and
behave in a friendly manner to ftrangcrs,
being of a mild converfation, affable and
ealily overcome with rcafon.

In the government of Kongo, the king
appoints a judge in every particular divifion,
to hear and determine difputes and civil
caufes ; the judges imprifon and releafe, or
impofe fines according to the rule of cuftom;
but in weighty matters every one may ap-
peal to the king, before whom all criminal
caufes are brought, in which he giveth fen-
tence; but feldom condemnecth to death.

The town. of Leango ftands in the midft
of four lordfhips, which abound in corn,.
fruit &c. Here they make great quantities
of cloth of divers kinds very fine and curi-
ous ; the inhabitants are feldom idle: the
cven make needle work caps as they walk in.
the ftreets.

The flave trade is liere principally ma-
naged by- the Portuguefe; who carry the
trade far up into the inland countries. They
are faid to fend off from thefe parts fifteen.
thoufand flaves each year.

At Angola, about the 1othdegree of fouth.
latitude ends the trade for flaves.
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CHAP. IV.

T HE ancienteft accounts of the

Negroes, is from the Nubian Geography,

- and the writings of Leo the African.
Some account of thofe authois. The
Arabians pafs into Guinea. The innocen-
cy and fimplicity of the natives. They
are fubdued by the Moors. Hcli Ifchia
fhakes off the Moorifth yoke. The Por-
tugucfe make the firft defcent in Guinea;
trom whence they carry off fome of the
natives : More incurfions of the like kind.
The Portuguefe erect the firft fort at D’El-
mina: They begin the flave trade. Cada
Moflo’s teftimony. Anderfon’s account
to the fame purport. Dela Caza’s concern
for the relief of the opprefled Indians.
Goes over into Spain to plead their caufe.
His fpeech before Charles the fifth.

H E moft ancient account we have of

the country of the Negroes, particu-

larly that part fituate on and between the
two great rivers of Senegal and Gambia, is
from the writingsof two ancient authors,
cne an Arabian and the other a Moor. The.

firlt
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firft  wrotein Arabic about the twelfth cenx
tury. His works printed in that language
at Rome, were afterwards tranflated in-
to Latin and printed at Paris, underthe pa-
tronage of the famous Thuanus, chancellor
of France, with the title of Geographica
Nubienfis, containing an account of all the
nations lying on the Senegal and Gambia.
The other wrote by John Lco,{ a Moor
born at Granada, in Spain, before the
Moors were totally expelled from that king-
dom. He refided in Africa; but being on
a voyage from Tripoli to Tunis, was taken
by fome Italian Corfairs, who finding him
poflefled of feveral Arabian books, befides
his own manufcripts, apprehended him to be
a man of learning; and as fuch prefented him
to Pope Leo the 1oth. This Pope en-
couraging him, he embraced the Romifh re-
ligion ; and his defcripticn of Africa was
publilbed in Italian. From thefe writings
we gather, that after the mahometan religi-
on had extended to the kingdom of Moroc-
co, fome of the promoters of it, crofling the
fandy defarts of Numedia, which feparates
that country from Guinea, found it inhabi-
ted by men, whn tho’ under no regular
government and deftitute of that knowledfl;e

the

- -

1. Scetravels into differ=nt parts of Africa by Fr.
Mecor. with a letter to the publiiker.
t Ibid.
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the Arabians were favoured with, lived in
content and peace. The firft author parti-
cularly remarks, ¢ That they never made
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war or traveled abroad ; but employed
themfelves in tending their herds; or la-
bouring in the ground. J: Leo fays p.
65. That they lived in common, having
no property in land, no tzrant nor fupe-
rior lord, but fupported themfelves in an
equal ftate, upon the natural produce of
the country, which afforded plenty of
roots, game and honey. That ambttion
or avarice never drove them into foreign
countries to fubdue or cheat their neigh-
bours. Thus they lived without toil or
fuperfluities.”” < The ancient inhabi-
tants of Morrocco who wore coats of mail,
and ufed fwords and fpears headed with
iron, coming amongft thefe harmlefs and
naked people, foon brought them under
fubjection, and divided that part of Guinea
which lies on the rivers Senegal and Gam-
bia into fifteen parts ; thofe were the fif-
teen kingdomsof the Negroes, over which
the Moors prefided and the common peo-
ple were Negroes. Thefe Moors taught
the Negroes the mahometan religion and
artsof life ; particularly the ufe of iron, be-
fore unknown to them : About the 14th,
century, a native Negro called Helilfehia,

* expelled the Moorith conquerors; but tho®

¢ the
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¢ the Negroes threw off theyokeofa foreign
¢ nation,theyonlychangeda LibyanforaNe-
¢ groemafter. Heli Ifchia himfelf becoming
¢ king, led the Negroes onto foreign wars
and eflablifhed him{elf in powerovera very
¢¢ largeextentof country.”’ Siricc Leo’s time,
the Europeans have had very littleknowledge
of thofe partsof Africa;nordo they knowwhat
became of hisgreatempire. It is highlyproba-
blethat it broke into pieces, and thatthe na-
tives again refumed many of their ancient
cuftoms ; for in the account publithed by
William Moor, in his travels on the river
Gambia, we find a mixture of the Moorith
and mahometan cuftoms, 1j\;)iue:d with the
original fimplicity of the Negroes. It ap-
pears by accounts of ancient voyages, col-
leted by Hackluit, Purchafe and others,
that it was about fifty years before the dif-
covery of America, that the Portuguefe at-
tempted tofailround cape Bojadorwhichlays
between their country and Guinea ; this af-
ter divers repulfes, occafioned by the violent
currents, they effetted ; when landing on the
weftern coafts of Africa they foon began to
make incurfions into the country and to feize
and carry off the native inhabitants. As
early as the year 1434, Alonzo Gonzales,
the firft who is recorded to have met with
the natives, being on that coaft, purfucg
an

"~
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and attacked a number of them, when fome
were wounded, as was alfo one of the Por-
tuguefe, which the author records, as the
firit blood fpilt by chriftians in thofe parts.
Six vears after, the fame Gonzalcs again at-
tacked the natives, and took twelve prifon-
crs; with whom he returned to his vel-
{cls ; he afterwards put a woman on thore,
in order to induce the natives to redeem the
prifoners ; but the next day 150 of the in-
habitants appeared on horfes and camels,
provoking the Portuguefe to land, which
they not daring to venture, the natives dif-
charged a volley of ftones at them, and
went off. After this the Portuguefe ftill
continued to fend veflels on the coaft of A-
frica, particularly we read of their falling on
a village, whence the inhabitants fled and
being purfued, 25 were taken. ¢ He that
““ ran befl, fays the author, taking the mof? -
¢ in their way home they killed fome of
¢ the natives, and took fifty-five more pri-
¢ foners. t Afterwards Dinifanes Dagra-
¢ ma, with two other veflels landed on the
‘¢ ifland Arguin, wherethey took §4 Moors;
¢ then running along the coaft 85 leagues
¢ fartherthey atfeveral times took soflaves;
‘* but here feven of the Portuguefe werekill-
¢ ed. Then beingjoined by feveralothervef:
¢ fels, Dinifanes propofed to deftroy the

F ¢ ifland

T Colledtion, vol. 1, page 13. d
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“ ifland, torevenge thelofsof thefeven Por-
‘ tugucfe, of whichthe Moor’s beingappriz-
“ ed tled ;fo that nomorethan 12 were found
““ whereof only four could be taken; the
‘ reft being killed, as alfo onc of the Por-
“ tuguefe.”” Many more captures of this
kind, on the coaft of Barbary and Guinea,
are recorded to have been madein thofe ear-
ly times by the Portuguefe; who in the
year 1481, erectedtheir firft fortat I)’Elmina
on that coaft, from whence they foon open-
ed a trade for flaves with the Inland parts of
Guinea.

From the foregoing accounts it is un.
doubted that the practice of making {laves
of the Negroes, owes it origin to the early
1ncurfions of the Portuguefe on the coaft of
Africa, folely from an inordinate defire of
gain ; this is clearly evidenced from their
own hiftorians, partigularly Cada Msfto a-
bout the year 1455, who writes, ¢ * That
« before the trade was fettled for purchaf-
¢ ing {laves from the Moors at Arguin,
« fometimes four, and fometimes more Por-
< tuguefe vellels, were ufed to come to that
« gulf, well armed, and landing by night
¢ would furprife fome fithermen’s villages ;
<« thatthey even entered into the country
¢ and carried off Arabs of both fexes, whom
& they fold in Portugal.”” Andalfo ¢« That
 the

[ o}
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* Cdlle&i-o‘n, vol. 1. page, 576.
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¢ the Portuguefe and Spaniards fettled on
« four of the Canary Hlands, would go
¢ to the other ifland, by night, and feize
¢ fome of the natives of both fexes, whom
they fent to be fold in Spain.” |

After the fettlement of America thofe de-
valtations and the captivating the miferable
Africans greatly increafed.

Anderion in his hiftory of trade and com-
ncrce, at page 336, {peaking of ‘what pafl-
edin theyear 1508, writes¢ That theSpani-
¢ ardshadby this time found that the mifer-
¢ able Indian natives, whom they had made
¢ towork in theirminesand fields, were not
“ {o robuft and proper for thofe purpofes,
‘¢ as Negroes, brought from Africa; where-
‘¢ tore they, about that time, began to im-
“ port Negroes for that end into Hifpaniola,
“ trom the Portuguefe fettlements, on the
¢ Guineacoafts; and alfoafterwards forthetr
“ fugar works 3"’ This opprefiion of the In-
dians, had, even before this time, rouzed
the zeal, as well as it did the compaflion of
fome of the truly pious of that day; parti-
cularly that of Bartholomew Delas Cafas,
bithop of Chapia; whoma defire of being
inftrumcental towards the converfion of the
Indians, hadinvited into America. It is ge-
ncrally agreed, by the writers of that age,
that he was-amanot perfe& dilintereftedncls,
and ardent charity ; being affected with this

I’ 2 fad
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fad fpectacle, he returned to the court of
Spain, and there made a true rcport of the
matter ; but not without being ftrongly op-
pofed by thofe mercenary wretches, wko
had enflaved the Indians ; yet being flrong
and indefatigable, he went to and fro, be-
tween Europe and America, firmly deter-
mined not to give over his purfuit, but with
his life. After long {folicitation and innu-
merable repulfes, he obtained leave to lay
the matter before the Emperor Charles the
fifth, then King of Spain. As the con-
tents of the fpeech he made before the King
in council, are very applicable to the cafe of
the cnﬂaved Africans, and a lively evidence
that the fpirit of truc picty fpeaks the fame
language in the hearts of faithful men, in
all ages, for the rcliet of their fellow crea-
tures, from oppreflion of cvery kind, I think
it may not be improper, here to tranferibe
the moft intercfting parts of it. < I was,
¢t fays this pious bifhop, one of the firft who
“ went to America ; neither curiofity, nor
¢ interelt  prompted me to undertake fo
¢ long and dangcrous a voyage, the faving
¢ the fouls of the heathen was my fole ob-
« ject. Why wasI not permitted, cven at
« the expence of my blood, to ranfom fo
¢ many thoufand fouls, who fell unhappy
¢¢ victims to avariccor luft ? I have been
¢ an eye witnefs to fuch cruel treatment 1ot
¢ the
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the Indians, asis too horrid to be menti®
oned at this time. It is faid that bar"
barous executions were neceflary to pu-
nith or check the rebellion of the Ameri-
cans ;—but to whom was this owing ?
did not thofe people receive the Spaniards
who firft came amongit them with gentle-
nefs and humanity ¢ Did they not fhew
more joy, in proportion, in lavithing
treafure upon them, than the Spaniards
did greedinefs in receiving it ?----but our
avarice was not yet fatisfied ;----tho’ they
gave up to us their land and their riches,
we would tearfrom them their wives, their
children and their liberties. To black-
en thefe unhappy people, their enemies
aflert, that they are {carce human crea-
tures ,----but it is we that ought to blufh,
for having been lefs men, and more bar-
barous than they.——What right have
we to enflave a people who are born free
and whom we difturbed, tho’ they never
offended us ? They are reprefented as
a ftupid people, addlc’ted to vice ;----but
have they not contrated moft of their
vices from the example of the chriftians ?
And as to thofe vices peculiar to them-
felves, have not the chriftians quickly ex-
ceceded them therein ? Neverthelefs it
muft be granted, that the Indians ftill re-
main untainted with many vices uifual a-

| ““ ponglt
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mongft the Europeans ; fuch as ambition,
blafphemy, treachery, and many like
monfters, which have not yet took place
with them ; they have {carce an idea of
them ; fo that in effect, all the advantage
we can claim, 1s to have more elevated
notions of things, and our natural facul-
ties more unfolded and more cultivated
than theirs.——Don’t let us flatter our
corruptions, nor voluntarily blind our-
felves ; all nations are equally free ; one
nation has no right to infringe upon the
freedom of any other ; let us do towards
thefe people as we would have them to
have done towards us, if they had land-
ed upon our thore, with the fame fuperi-
ority of firength. And indeed, why
fhould not things be equal on both fides?
How long has the right of the firongeft
been allowed to be the balance of juftice?
What part of the gofpel gives a fan¢tion
to fuch adoétrine? In what part of the
wholeearthdid theapoftlesand the firft pro-
mulgatorsofthe gofpel everclaim a right o-
ver thelives, thefreedom, or thefubftance
of thc Gentiles? What a firange method
chis of propagating the gofpel, that holy

* law of grace, which from being flaves to

Satan, initiates us into the freedom of
the children of God !——Willit be pofii-
ble for us to infpire them with a love to

- ¢ its
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¢¢ its dictates, while they are fo exafperat-
«¢ ed at being difpoflefled of that invaluable
«¢ blefling, Liberty? The apoftles fubmitted
¢¢ to chains themfelves, but loaded no man
% with them. Chrift came to free¢ not to
¢¢ enflave us.——=Submiflion to the faith
¢ he left us, ought to be a voluntary act,
«¢ and fhould be propagated by perfuafion,
¢ gentlenefs and reafon.”

<« At my firft armval in Hifpaniola, add-
<« ed the bithop, it contained a million of
¢ inhabitants, and now (vigz. in the fpace
¢« of about twenty years) thereremains {carce
¢¢ the hundredth part of them ;----thoufands
¢¢ have perifthed thro® want, fatigue, merci-
¢ lefs punifhment, cruelty and barbarity.
¢ If the blood of one man unjuitly thed,
¢« calls loudly for vengeance, how ftrong
« muft be the ery of that of fo many unhap-
¢« py creatures which is thedding daily ?----
The good bifhop concluded his fpeech, with
imploring the king’s clemency for fubjeéts
{fo unjuftly opprefled ; and bravely declared,
that heaven would ore day call him to an
account, for the nun:berlefs als of cruelty
which he might have prevented. The king
applauded the bifhop’s zeal ; promifed to
fecond it; but fo many of the great ones
had an intereft in continuing the oppreflion,
that nothing was done; fo that all the In-
dians in Hifpaniola, except a few leh?l
: 12
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had hid tiemfelves in the moft inacceflible
mountains, weredeftroyed.

CHAP. V.

Firft account of the Englifh trading

to Guinea. Thomas Windham and feve-
ral others go to that coaft. Some of the
Negroes carried of by the Englifh. Queen
Elizabeth’s charge to captain Hawkins re-
fpecting the natives : Neverthclefs he
goes on the coaft and carries off fome of
the Negroes. Patents are granted. The
kiniof France objects to the Negroes be-
ing kept in flavery : Asdo the college of
Cardinals at Rome. The natives, anin-
offenfive people ; corrupted by the Euro-
peans. The fentiments of the natives
conccrning the flave-trade, from William
Smith : Confirmed by Andrew Brue and
James Barbot, :

T was about the year 1551, towards the
latter end of the reign of king Edward
the fixth, when fome I.ondon merchants
fent out the firft Englith fhip, on a trading
voyage to the coaft of Guinea ; this was foon
ollowe d by feveral others to the fame parts;
but
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but the Enghith not having then any planta-
tions in the Weft Indies, and confequently
no occafion for Negroes, fuch fhips traded
only for gold, Elcphants teeth and Guinea
pepper. This trade was carried on at the
hazard of lofling their fhips and cargoes, if
they had fallen into the hands of the Portu-
guefe, who claimed an exclufive right of
trade, on account of the feveral fettlements
they had made there. * In the year 1553, we
find captain ThomasWindham trading along
the coaft with 140 men, in three fhips, and
failing as far as Benin, which lies about
3oco miles down thecoaft, to takein aload of
pepper.+ Next year John Lock traded a-
long the coaft of Guinea, as far as D’Elmina,
when he brought away confiderable quanti-
tics of gold and ivory. He fpeaks well of
the natives, and fays, | ¢ That <whoever
¢ will deal with them muft bebave civilly, for
¢ they will not traffic if 1/l ufed.” In 1553,
William Towerfon traded in a peaceable
manner with the natives, who made com-
plaint to him of the Portuguefe, who were
then fettled in thcir caftle at D’Elmina, fay-
ing, ¢ They were bad men, <who made them
 flavves if they could take them, putting irons on
““ their legs.”

This

* Afltley’s Colle&ion, vol. 1 page, 139.
t Colle&ion vcl. 1, p. 148.

1 Ibid. j5-.
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This bad example of the Portuguefe, wad
foon followed by fome evil difpofed Englifh-
men, for the fame captain Towerfon relates,
¢ + That in the courfe of his voyage, he
¢ perceived the natives, mear D’Elminz, un-
“ willing to come to him, and that he was
« at laft attacked by them ; which he un-
 derftood was done in revenge for the
“ wrong done them, the year before, by
< one captain Gainfh, who had taken away
¢¢ the Negro captain’s fon, and three others,
« with their gold &c. this caufed them to
* join the Portuguefe, notwithftanding
¢ their hatred of them, againft the Eng-
« lifh.” The next year captain Towerfon
brought thefe men back again ; whereupon
the Negroes fhew’d him much kindnefs. }
Quickly after this another inftance of the
fame kind occurred, in the cafe of captain
George Fenner, who, bcing on the coaft
with three veffels, was alfo attacked by the
Negroes, who wounded feveral of his peo-
ple, and violently carried three of his men
to their town. The captain fent a meffen-
ger, offening any thing they defired for the
ranfom of his men ; but they refufed to de-
liver them, letting him know, ¢ That
“ three weeks before, an Englyb fhip which

“ came

t+ Colleétion, vol. 1. p. 148.
T Ibid, 157,
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¢ came in the road, had carricd off three of
< their people, and that till they were brought
¢ gpainthey would not reflore bis men, even tho’
s¢ they fbould give their three [fbips to releafe
s ghem.” It was probably the evil conduét
of thefe and fome other Englithmen, which
was the occafion of what is mentioned in
Hill’s naval hiftory, viz. ¢« That when cap-
¢ tain Hawkins returned from his firft voy-
« age to Africa, Queen Elizabeth fent for
¢ him, when fhe exprefled her concern,
s¢ leaft any of the African Negroes fhould
¢ be carried off without their free confent ;
¢ which fthe declared would be deteftable,
¢ and would call down the vengeance of
¢ heaven upon the undertakers.” Hawking
made great promifes, which neverthelefs he
did not perform, for his next voyage to the
coaft appears to have been principalily cal-
culated to procure Negro flaves; in order
to fell them to the Spaniards in the Weft In-
dies ; which occafioned the fame author to
ufe thefe remarkable words. < Here began
<< the horrid praétice of forcing the Africans in-
& to flavery, aninjuftice and barbarity, which,
“ fo fure as there is vengeance in heaven for
¢ the worfl of crimes will fometime be the de-
¢ ftruction of all who acl or who encourage it.’*
This captain Hawkins, afterwards fir John
Hawkins, feems to have been the firft Eng-
lithman who gave public countenance to this

wicked

”,
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wicked traffic: For Anderfon before menti-
oned, at page 401, fays, * That in the
¢ year 1562, captain Hawkins, affifted by
¢« {ubfcription of fundry gentlemen, now
fitted out thrce fhips, and having learnt
¢ that Negroes were a very good commodi-
¢« tyin Hifpaniola, he failed to the coait of
¢ Guinea, tookin Negrocs, and failed with
¢« them for Hifpaniola, where he fold them,
¢¢ and his Englith commodities, and loaded
¢ his three veflels with hides, fugar and
« ginger, &c. with which he returned
¢ home, anno. 1563, making a profperous
¢¢ voyage.”” Asit proved a lucrative bufi-
nefs, the trade was continued both by
Hawkins and others, as appears from the na-
val chronicle, page 55, where it 1s faid,
¢ That on the 18th of Oftober, 1564, cap-
¢« tain John Hawkins with, two thips of 7co
¢« and 140 tuns failed for Africa, that on
¢¢ the 8th December they anchored to the
¢«¢ fouthof Cape Verd, where the captain
¢ manned the boat, and fent eighty men in
« armour, in the country; to fce if they
¢ could take fome Negroes, but the natives
¢ flying from them, they returned to their
¢« fhips, and proceeded farther down the
<« coaft ; here they ftaid certain days, fend-
¢ ing their men athore, in order, as theau-
¢ thor fays, to burnand {poil their towns
« and take the inhabitants. Theland thcy

“ obferved

[,

4

[ ]
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« obferved to be well cultivated, there be.
« ing plenty of grain and fruit of feveral
¢t forts, and the towns prettily laid out. On
<« the 25th, being informed by the Portu-
« guefe, of a town of Negroes called Bym-
« ba, where there was not only a quantity
« of gold, but 140 inhabitants, they refolv-
« ed to attackt, havin% the Portuguefe for
« thcir guide; but by mifmanagement
« they took but ten Negroes, having feven
« of their own men killed and 27 wounded.
« They then went farther down the coaft,
« when having procured a number of Ne-
« groes, they proceeded to the Weft Indies,
¢ where they fold them to the Spaniards.”
And in the fame naval chronicle, at page 76,
it is faid, ¢ That in the year 1567, Francis
¢ Drake, before performing his voyage
¢ round the world, went with fir John
« Hawkins, in his expedition to the coaft
“ of Guinea, where taking in a cargoc of
< flaves, they determined to fiecr for the
¢ Carribee lflands.” How queen Elizabeth
fuffered fo grievous an infringement of the
rights of mankind to be perpetrated by her
fubjects ; and how the was perfuaded about
the 3oth year of her reign, to grant patents
for carrying on a trade from the north part
of the river Senegal, toan hundred leagues
beyond Siera Leona, which gave rife to the
prefent African company, ishard to acco;mt

or,

[}
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for, any otherwife than to have arifen from
the mifreprefentation made to her of the fi-
tuation of the Ne s, and of the advan-
tages, it waspretended, they would reap from
being made acquainted with the chriftian
religion. This was the cafe of Lewis the
13th, king of France, who Labat, in his
account of the ifles of America, tells us,
¢ Was extreamly uneafy at alaw by which
* the Negroes of his colonies were to be
¢ made flaves ; but it being ftrongly urged
“ to him, as the readieft means for their
¢¢ converfion to chriftianity, he acquiefed
st therewith.” Neverthelefs, fome of the
chriftian powers did not fo eafily give way
in this matter, for we find, «“ { That cardi-
¢ na] Cibo, one of the Pope’s principal mi-
¢ niffers of ftate, wrote a letter on behalf
¢ of the college of cardinals or great coun-
“ cil at Rome, ta the miffionaries in Congo,
¢ complaining that the pernicious and abo-
« minabie abufe of felling flaves was yet con-
¢ tinued; requiring them to remetly the
« fameif poflible, but this the miflionaries
¢ faw little hopes of accomplithing, by rea-
“ fon that tlf:s trade of the country lay
s¢ wholly in flaves and ivory.”

From the foregoing accounts, as well as o-
ther authentick publications of this kind, it
appears that, it was the luft of unwarrantable

gain,

[ )

% Colledlion, vol. 3. page 164.
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gain, which firft fimulated the Portuguefe,
and afterwards other Europeans, to engage
in this horrid trafick. By the moft authen-
tick relations of thofe early times the natives
were an inoffenfive people, who when civil-
ly ufed, traded amicably with the Europe-
ans. Its recorded of thofe of Benin, the
largeft kingdom in Guinea, + That they
were a gentle loving pesple, and Reynold fays,
¢ § They found more fincere proofs of love and
« good will from the natives, than they could
¢ find fiom the Spaniards and Portugucfe, even
“ tho’ they had relieved them from the greateft
 mifery”’ And from the fame relations
gl;re is no reafon tlg think otherwife but
t th enerally lived in € amon

themfde\?;sg; forl gon’t find, l;:acthe mm%g
rous publications I have perufed on this fub-
jeét, relating to thefe early times, of there be-
ing wars on thatcoaft, nor of any fale of cap-
‘tives taken in battle, who would have been
otherwile facrificed by the victors *#: Not-

G 2 withftanding

1+ Colle&ion, vol. 1. page 202.

1 Flem. 24¢.

* Note, this plea falls of itfelf, forif the Negroes
apprehended they fhould be craelly put to de if
they were not fent away, why do they mwmnifelt fach
relu®ance and dread, as they generally do at being
brought from their native country ¢ William Smith at
page 28, fays, ¢ The Gamlians abbor flavery; and will at-
S Jompt any thing, 1ha’ xever fo defperate, to avaid "i:l: and

omas
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withftanding fome medern authors, in their
publications, rclating to the Weft Indies,
defirous of throwing a vail over the iniquity
of the flave trade, Lhave been hardy encugh,
upon meer fuppofition or report, to aflert
the centrary.

It was long after the Portuguefe had
made a practice of violently forcing the na-
tives of Africainto flavery, that we read of
thedifferent Negroe nations making war up-
on each other, and felling their captives.
And probably this was not the cafe, till
thole bordering on the coaft, who had becn
ufed to fupply the veflels with neceflaries,
had become corrupted, by their inter-
courfe with the Europeans, and were exci-
ted by drunkennefs and avarice to join them
in carrying on thofe wicked fchemes; by
which thofe unnatural wars were perpetrat-
ed ; the inhabitants kept incontinualalarms;
the country laid wafte; and as William Moor
exprefles it, Infinite numbers fold into flavery ;
but thatthe Europeans arethe principal caufe
of thefe devaftations, is particularly eviden-
ced by one, whofe connection with the trade

would .

Thomas Philips in his account of 2 voyage he perform™
ed to the coait of Guinea, writes, ¢ They, the Negreess
s are [0 loath to leave their own country, that they kace oftcn
¢« leaped out of the cance, bsator [lip ints the fea, and kept
¢ anderwater till t4hzy weredrowned o avoid being taken uy.®
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would rather induce him to reprefent it i
the faireft colours, to wit, William Smith,
the perfon fent in the year 1726, by the A-
frican company to furvey their fettlements ;
who, from the information he received of
one of the fadors, who had refided teg
years in that country, fays,  { That the di/-
““ cerning natrves account it their greate/l un-
“ bappinefs that they were ever vifited by the
““ Europeans.”’———< That we chriftians intro~
“ duced the traffick of flaves, and that before
“ our coming they lived in peace.”’ -

In the accounts relating to the A-
frican trade, we find this melancholy truth
farther aflerted, by fome of the principal
directors in the different factories, particular-
ly A. Brue fays, ¢¢ § That the Europeans were
‘ far from defiring to act as pease-makers a-
“ mongfl the Negroes, which would be alting
““ contrary to their interef?, fince the greater the
““ wars the more flaves were procured.”’ And
William Bofman alfo remarks, ¢ || That one
“ of the former commanders gave large fums
““ of money to the Negroes ¢f one nation toinduce
“¢ them to attack fome of the neighbouring nati-
¢ ons, which occafioned a battle which was
¢ more bloody than the wars of the Negroes ufu-

G 3 « ally

1+ William Smith, page 266.
§ Colle&ion 2 vol. p. 93.
§ Bofman p. 31,
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% ally are.”  This is confirmed by J. Bar-
bot, who fays, ¢ That the country of D’El-
¢ mina, whichwas formerly very powerful and
¢ populous, was in his time fo much drained of
“ its inhabitarts, by the inteftine wars, fo-
¢ mented among # the Negroes by the Duich,
“ that there did not remain enough inbabitanis
 to t1ll the country.”

t .

CHAP.
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CHAP VL

'The condué of the Europeans and

Africans compared. Slavery more tole-
rable amongft the ancients than in our co-
lonies. As chriftianity prevailed amongft
the barbarous nations, the inconfiftency
of Slavery became more apparent. The
charters of manumiffion, granted in the
carly times of chriftianity, founded on an
apprechenfion of duty to God. The an-
cient Britons and other Eurepean nations,
in their original ftate, no lefs barbarous
than the Negroes. Slaves in Guinea ufed
with much greater lenity than the Ne-
groes are in the colonies. Note.

How the flaves are treated in Algiers ; as
alfo in Turkey.

UCH is the woeful corruption of human
nature, that every practice which flat-

ters our pride and covetoufnefs, will find its
advocates ; this is manifeftly the cafe in the
matter before us: the favagenefs of the
Negroes, in fome of their cuftoms, and par-
ticularly their deviating fo far from the feel-
ings of humanity, as to join in captivating

an
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and felling each other, gives their interefted
oppreflors a2 pretence for reprefenting them
as unworthy of liberty, and the netural
rights of mrankind; but thefe fophifters
turn the argument full upon themfelves,
when they inftigate the poor creatures to
fuch thocking mopiety, means that
fatanick fubtilty caa ; thereby
thewing in their own co amore hm
proof of the fame depravity, and, iﬁ t

was anay reafon in the argument, 2 greater
unfitnefs for the fame precious enjoyment ;
for though fome of the ignorant Africans
may be thus corrupted by their intercourfe
with the bafer of the European natives, and
the ufe of firong liquors, this is no excufe
for Ligh profefling chriftians, (bred in a
civilized eountry, with {o many advantages
unknowa to the Africans; pretending
to a fuperior degree of gofpel light.) Nor
can it juftify them in ra.ihgng up fertunes to
themfelves, from the mifery of others,
and calmly projecting voyages for the fei-
zure of men, naturally as free asthemfelves ;
and who, they know, are no otherwife to
be procured, than by fuch barbarous means,
as none but thofe hardaed wretches who are
loft to every fenfe of chriftian compaflion,
can make ufe of. Let us diligently compare
and impartially weigh the fituation of thofe

‘gnorant Negroes, and thefe enlightened
chrillians;
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chriftians ; then lift up the fcale and fay»
which of the two are the greater favages.

Slavery has been of a long time in prac-
tice in many parts of Afta; 1t was alfo in
ufage among the Romans when that.emrpire
flourithed ; but, except in fome particular
inftances, it wasrathera reafonabie fervitude,
no ways comparable to the unreafonable and
unnatural fervice extorted from the Negroes
in our colonies. A late learned author *
fpeaking of thofe times which fucceeded
the diffolution of that empire accquaints us,
that as chriftianity prevailed, it very much
removed thofe wrong prejudices and prac-
tices, which had taken root in darker
times: after the irruption of the northern
nations, and the introdution of the feu-
dal or military government; whereby the
moft ggtenfive power was lodged in a few
members of focicty, to the depreflion of the.
reit; ths common people were little better
than flaves, and many were indeed fuch:
but as chriftianity gained ground, the gentle
fpirit of that religion, together with the doc-
trines it teaches, concerning the original
equality of mankind ; as well as the impar-
tial eye with which the almighty regards
men of every condition, and admits them to

a participation of his benefits ; fo far mani-
fefted

* See Robertfon's Liftery of Charles the 5th.
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fefted the inconfiftency of flavery with chrif*
tianity, that to fet their fellow chriftians at
liberty was deemed an act of piety, high-
ly meritorious and acceptable to God. *
Accordingly

L

® In the years 1315 and 1318 Louis X and his
brother Philip, kings of France, iflued ordonances,
declaring, ¢ That as all men were by nature free-
‘¢ born, and as their kingdom was called the kingdom
¢ of Franks, they determined that it fhould be fo in
* reality, as well as in name ; threrefore they appoins-
* ed that enfranchifements fhould be granted through-
s out the whole kingdom, upon jult and reafenable
*« conditions.” ‘¢ Trefe edifts were carried into imme-
«¢ diave execution within the royal domain.”
% In England as theipiritof liberty gained ground, the
. name and idea of perfonat fervitude, without
* amy formal interpofition of the legiflature to prokhibit
* it was totaily banifhed.”

* The effeds of fuch a remarkable cbw m the
s candition of fo great a part of the peoplefould not
» fail of being confiderable and estenfive. The huf-
% bandman, mafter of his own mdafiry, and fecure of
ve reaping for himfelf the fruits of his labour, became
« farmer of the fame field where he had formerly
¢ been compelled to toil for the benefitof another. The
¢ odious name of mafter and of flave, the moft morti-
v fymg and deprcffing of all diftin&ions to human
** mature, were abolifhed. New profpeds opened,
* and new incitements to ingenaity and enterprife
«¢ prefented themfelves, to thofe who were emancipa-
« ted. The expeQation of bettering their fortune, as
«« well as that of raifing themfelves to a more honot-
v able condition, concurred in calling forth their
s« adlivity and genius ; and a numcrous clafs of mclx:,
* whe
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Accordingly 2 t part of the charters
granted ﬁg)rytbc g::lutl:l;ﬂion or freedom of
{laves about that time, are granted pro gmore
Dei, for the love of God, pro mercede anime,
L0 obtain mercy to the foul. Manumiffion was
frequently granted on death bed, or by
Jatter wills. Asthe minds of men are at that
time awakened to fentiments of humani
and piety, thefe deeds proceeded from reli-
gious motives. The fame author remarks,
'That there are feveral forms of thofe manu-
miffions ftill extent, all of them founded ox
religious confiderations ; and in order to procure
the favour of God. Since that time the prac-
tice of keeping men in flavery gradually
ceafed amongft chriftians, till it was renewed
in the cafe before us. And as the prevalen-
cy of the fpirit of chriftianity caufed men to
cmerge from the darknefs they then lay
under, in thrs refpe®; fo it is much to be
feared, that fo great a deviation theréfrom,
by the encouragement given to the flav

of the Negroes in our colonies, if continued,
will by degrees reduce thofe countries which
fupport and encourage it; byt more imme-
diately

Pd

e

‘¢ who formerly had no political exiftence, and were
¢ employed roerely as infiruments of labour, became
s¢ ufeful citizens,and contributed towards augmenting
¢ the force or riches of the fociety which adopted
¢ them as members,” William Robertfon’s Hiftory
of Charles the sth, 1 vol. p. 35.
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diately thofe parts of America which are in
the -practice of it, to the igrorance and
barbarity of the darkeft ages.

If inftead of making flaves of the Negroes,
the nations who afflume the name and cha-
racter of chriftians, would ufe their endea-
vours to make the natiuvns of Africa ac-
quainted with the nature of the chriftian
religion, to give them a better fenfe of the
true ufc of the blefiings of life, thc more
beneficial arts and cuftoms would, by de-
grees, be introduced amongit them; this
care probably would produce the fame ef-
fect upon them, which it has had on the in-
babitants of Europe, (formerly as favage
and barbarous as the natives of Africa.)
Thoie cruel wars amongft the blacks would
be likely to ceafe, and a fair and ho-
norable commerce, in time, take place
throughout that vaft country. Jt was by
thefe means that the inhabitants of Eu-
rope, though formerly a barbarous people,
became civilized. Indeed the account Ju-
lius Cxfar gives of the ancient Britains in
their {tate of ignorance 1s not fuch as thould
make us proud of ourfelves, or lead us to
defpife the unpolithed nations of the earth,
for he informs us, ¢ That they lived in many
¢ refpe(ts like our Indians, being clad with
< fkins, painting their bodies, &c.”> He
alfo adds, ¢¢ That they brother with brother,

“ and
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<« and parents with children had wives in
< common.” A greater barbarity than any
keard of amongift the Negroes. Nor doth
Tacitus give a more honourable account of
the Germans, from whom the Saxons, our
immediate anceflors, fprung, The Danes,
who fucceeded them, (who may alfo be
numbercd among our progenitors) were full
as bad, if not worfe.

It is ufual for people to advance as a pal-
liation in favour of keeping the Negroes in
bondage, that there are flaves inGuinea,and
that thofe amongft us might be fo in their
own country ; but let fuch confider the in-
conliftency of our giving any countenance
to {lavery becaufe the Africans, whom we
efteem a barbarous and favage people, allow
of it, and perhaps the more from our.example.
Had the profeflors of chriftianity acted in-
deed as fuch, they might have been inftru-
mental to convince the Negroes of their er-
ror in this réfpect; but even this, when
inquired into, will be to us an occalion of
bluthing, if we are not hardned to every
fenfe of fhame, rather than a paliation
of our iniquitous condudt, as it will appear
that the llavery endured in Guinea, ard
other parts of Africa, and in Afia, * is by

H no

* In the hiftory of the piratical ftates of Barba-y,
printed in 1750, faid to be wrote by a perfon who re-
fided
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no means fo grievous as that in our colo-
mes. William Moor fpeaking of the natives
living

g———p——— ———

fided at Algiers, in a public charafter, at page 265 the

... _.author fays, < The world exclaims againft the Alge-

*" e« rines for their cruel treatment of their flaves, and
- *¢ their employing even tortures to convert them to
¢ mahometanifm : but this is a vulgar error, artfully
s« propagated for felfith views. 8o far are their flaves
¢ from being ill ufed, that they muft have committed
¢ fome very great fault to fuffer any punifhment.
*¢ Neither are they forced to work beyond their
¢ frength, but rather fpared left they fhould fall fick.
<« Some are fo pleafed with their fituation that they
4 will not purchafe their ranfom, though they are
¢ able.” It’s the fame generally through she maho-
metan countries, except 18 fome particular inftances,
as that of Muley Ithmael late emperor of Morocco,
who being naturally barbarous. frequently ufed
both his fubje@s and flaves with cruelty. Yet
even under him the ufage the flaves met with was,
in general, much more tolerable than that of the Ne-
groe flaves, in the Weft Indies. Captain Braithwaite,
an author of credit, wlo accompanied conful general
Rauffel, in a congratulatory ambafly to Muley Ifhmael’s
fucceflor, upon his accelion to the throne, fays, *« The
¢ the fituation of the chriftian flaves in Morocco
¢« was not near fobad asreprefented.—Thatit wastrue
¢« they were kept at labour by the late emperor, but
« not harder than our daily labourers go through.—
«¢ Mafters of fhips were never obliged to work, nor
¢t fuch at had but a fmall matter of mcney to give
¢« the Alcaide.~When fick they had a religious houfe
¢ appointed for them to go to, where they were well
¢ attended : and whatever money, in charity ?vas
1 em
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living on the river Gambia, { fays, © That
« forre of the Negroes have many houfe
< flaves, which & their greatef glory ;
¢ that thofe flaves live fo well and ealy,
¢ that it ts fometimes a hard magter to
«“ know. the flaves from their mafters or
« miftrefles. And that though in fome
€ parts ot Africa, they fell their flaves bore
« in the family, yet on the river Gambia
« they think it a very wicked thing.”
"Fhe author adds, ¢« He never heard of but
« onc, thateverfold afamily flave, except
¢ for fuch crimes as they would have been
¢ fold for, if they had been free.” And i
Aftley’s colle&tion fpeaking of thecuftoms of
the Negroes in that large extent of countsy

Further

A — irinmntsatelkeatih ittt —de—

¢ fent them by their friends in Europe, was their
““ own.” Braithwaite’s revolutions of Motocco.

Lady Montague, wife ofthe Englith ambaffador, at
Conftantinople, in her letters vol. 3. page g0 writes,
¢ Tknow you expe& I fhould fay fomething particular
“ of the flaves; and you will imagine me haif a
¢ Turk, when I den’t fpeakot it with the faine hor-
““ ror other Chriflians have done before mé; but
“¢ cannot forbear applauding the humanity of the
¢ Turks to thefe ercatures, they are not ill ufed, andt
“ their flavery, in my opinion, is ne worft than fervi-
¢ tude all over the world. It’s true they have no
“ wages, but they give them yearly cloaths toa high-
‘“ er valne than our falaries to our ordinary {er-
¢ vants,”

t W. Moor, p. 30.
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further down the Coaft particularly denomi-
nated the Coaft of Guinea,lt is faid,t ¢ They
“ have not many {laves on the Coaft,
‘“ none but the king or nobles are permitted
¢ to buy or fell any, fo that they are allow-
““ ed only what are neceflary for their fami-
“ lies, or tilling the ground,” the fame
author adds, < That they generally ufe their
¢ flaves well, and jeldem correét them.”

[ ]

CHAP. VIL

Montefquieu’s fentiments on flave-
| Moderation enjoined by the Mo-
faic law in the punithment of offenders.
Morgan Godwyn’s account of the con-
- tempt and grievous rigour exercifed
upon the Negroes in his time. Account
from Jamaica relating to the inhuman
treatment of them there. Bad effects
attendant on flave keeping; as well to
the mafters as the flaves. Extraéts from
feveral laws relating to Negroes. Rich-
~ ard Baxter’s fentiments on flave keeping.

HAT celebrated civillian Montefquieu,
in his treatife s the fpirit of laws, on
the article of flavery fays, [t is neither

“ ufeful

e

A

-f Collc&ion 2 vol. p. 647.
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ufeful to the mafter wor flave; to the flave,
becaufe be can do nothing through principle
(or virtue,) to the majiger becaufe be con-
€ tralls with bis flave all forts of bad habits,
“ infenfibly accuftoms bimfelf to want all
“ moral virtues, becomes, haughty, hafty, hard
% bearted, paffionate, voluptuous and cruel.
The lamentable truth of this affertion was
quickly verified in the Englith plantations.
When the practice of flave keeping was in-
‘troduced, it foon produced its natural
effects ; it reconciled men of otherwife good
difpofitions to" the moft hard and cruel .
meafures. It quickly proved what under
the law of Mofes was apprehended would
be the confequence of unmerciful chaftife-
ments. Deut. xxv. 2. % And it fball be if
“ the wicked man be worthy to be beaten, that
¢ the yudge fhall caufe bim to lie down, and to
““ be beaten before his face, according to bis
 fault, by a certain number ; forty fEripes be
“ may give bim and not exceed”’ And the
reafon rendered is out of refpet to human
nature, viz.  Left if be fbould exceed and
““ beat lim above thefe with many flripes, then
“ thy brother fbould feem vile unto thee” As
this effect foon followed the caufe, the cruel-
eft meafures were adopted, in order to make
the moft of the poor wretches labour; and in
the minds of the mafters fuch an idea was
excited of inferiority in the naturc of thefe:
H 3 thex

&
<
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their nnhappy fellow creatures, that they
{oon efteemed and treated them as beafts of
burden : pretending to doubt, and fome
of them, even prefuming to deny, the
efficacy of the death of Chrit extended to
them. Which is particularly noted in a
book intitled the Negroes and Indian’s advo-
cate, dedicated to the then Archbithop of
Canterbury : wrote fo long fince as in the
Year 1680, by Morgan Godwyn, thought to.
be a clergyman of the church of England.
% Tbe fame fpivit of fympathy and zeal ;iavhich

/ irred

® Thue is 3 principle which is pare placed in the
human wind, which in different places and ages hath
had different names ; it is however, pure, and pro-
ceeds from God.—1t is deep and inward, confined to.
no forms of rckigion, nor exeluded from any, where
the heart fands in perfe® fincerity. In whomfoever,
this takes root and grows, of whag nation foever they-
become brethren in the beft fenfe of the expreflion.
Ufing ourfelves to take ways which appear moft eafy.
to us, when ‘inconfiltent with that purity which is
without beginning, we thercby fet up a gowernment of:
our own, and deny obedience to him whafe fervice is
true liberty. He that has a fervant, made fo wrong-
fully, and knows it to be fo; when he treats him other-
wife than a free man, when he reaps the benefit of his
Jabour, without pa;ing him fuch wages as are reafon-
ably due to free men for the like ferwice ; thefe things,
though done in calmnefs, without any fhew of difor-
der, do yet deprave the mind, in like manner and with
as great certainty, as prevailing cold congeals water,
Thee fteps taken by mafters, and their condu@ firik-
ing the minds of their children, whillt young, leave

leus room for that which is good ta work vpon them.
The
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firred up the good Bithop of Chapia to
plead with fo much energy the Kindred caufe
of

The cultoms of their parents, their neighbeurs and the
people with whom they converfe, working upon their
minds ; and they from thence conceiving wrong ideas
of things, and modes of cogdu@, the enterance into
their hearts become in a great meafiine fhut up againk
the gentle mevings of uncreated purity.

Erom one age to another the gloom grows thicker
and darker, till ervor gets eftablifhed by gencral opini-
no; that whoever attends to perfe&® goodnefs and-re-
mainé inder the melting influence of it, finds a path
unknown. to many, and.fces the naceflity to Jean up-
on the arm of divine frength, and dwell alone, or
with a few, in the right, committing their caufe to
him, who is a refyge to his people. Ncgroes are our
fellow creatures, and their prefeat eondition among
us requires our ferious confideration.” We know not
the time when thofe fcales, in which meuntains are:
weighed may turn. The parent of mankindis gracious;
bis care is over his fmalleft creatures; and a mul;i;-
tude of men efcape not his notice ; and though many
of them aretroddendown and defpifed, yot he remem-
bers them. He feeth their affli®tion, and looketh upon
the fprepding increafipg exaltation of the opprefior.
He turns the channel of power, humbles tic mof}
haughty people, and gives deliverance tothe bpprefied,
at fuch periods as are confittent with his infinite juttice
and goodnefs. And wherever gain is preferred to
oquity, and wrong thjugs publickly encouraged, to
that degree that wickednefs takes root, and Jpreads
wide amopgh the inhabitants of a country, there is 3
real caple for forrow to all fuch, whofe love to man-
kind ftands on a true principle, and wifely confider the
end and event of things.”” Canfideration on kegping
Negroes, by John Woolman, part 2 p. sa.
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of the Indians of America, an hundred and
fifty years before, was equally operating
about a century paft on the minds of fome of
the well difpofed of that day, amongft others
this worthy clergyman, having been an eye
witnels of the oppreflion and cruelty exer-
cifed upon the Negro and Indian flaves,
endeavoured to raife the attemtion of thofe
in whofe power it might be to procure them
relief ; amongft other matters in his addrefs
to the Archbifthop, he remarks in fubftance,
¢ That the peoplc of the of ifland Barbadoes
“ were not content with exercifing the
¢ greateft hardnefs and barbarity upon the
¢ Negroes, in making the moft of their
¢ labhour, without any regard to the calls of
¢ humanity ; but that theyhad fuffered fuch
¢ a flight and undervalument to prevail in
< their minds, towards thefe their opprefled
< fellow creatures, as to difcourage any ftep
“ being taken whereby they might be made
¢ acquainted with the chrifttian reh
¢ That their condu& towards their fﬂves
¢« was fuch as gave him reafon to believe,
¢ that either tE had fuffered a fpirit of
« 1nfidelity, a fpmt quite contrary to the
“ nature of the gofpel, to prevail in them,
< or that it muft be their eftablithed opinion,
« that the Negroes had no more fouls than
« bealts; that hence they concluded tiicm
“ to be "neither fufceptible of religious im-
. ¢¢ preflions,



(17 )
preflions, nor fit objecs for the redeeming
grace of God to operate upon. That
under this perfuafion and from a difpofi-
tion of cruelty, they treated them
with far lefs humanity than they did
their cattle: “for fays he, they do not
ftarve - their horfes, which they expect
fhould both carry and credit them on the
road ; ner pinch the cow, by whofe milk
they are fuftmned, which yet to their
eternal fhame, is too frequently - the lot and
condition of thofe poor peop.¢,from whofe
labour their wealth and livelthocd doth
wholly arife ; not only in their diet, but in
their cloathing and overworking fome of
them even todeath; which is particularly
the calamity of the moft innocentand labo-
rious ; but alfo in tormenting and whip-
ping them: almoft and fometimes quite to
death, upon even fmall mifcarriagés. He
apprehends it was from this prejudice

"againft the Negroes that arofe thofe fuper-

cilious checks and frowns he frequently
met . with, when ufing innocent argu-
ments and perfuafions in the way of his
duty as 2 minifter of the gofpel, to labour
for the convincement and converfion of
the Negroes ; being repeatedly told, with
{fpiteful fcoilings, (even by fome efteem-
ed religious,) that the Negroes were no
more {ufceptiblc -of receiving benefit, by

‘“ becoming



« becoming members of the church, than

L 14
(49
{4
€¢
2
€6

"
L

FRERRAR

1 4
141

(44

their dogs and bitches; the ufual anfwer
he received when exhorting their mafters
to do their duty in that refpect, being,
What thefe black dogs be made chriftians :
what they be made like us, with abundance
more of the fame? Neverthelefs, he re-
marks that the Negroes were capable,
not only of being taugit to read and
write, &°c. but divers of thiem eminent
in the management of bufincs. He de-
clares them to have an equal rigat with.
us to the merits of Chrift; of which, if
through neglect or avarice they are de~
prived, that judgment which was de-
nounced againft wicked Ahab, muft
befal us: Qur iife fball ga for theirs. The
lofs of their fouls will be required at our
hands, to whom God hath given fo blefied
an opportunity of being inftrumental to
their falvation.””

He complains, ¢ That they were fuffer-
¢d to hive with their women in no
better way than diret fornication; no
care being taken to oblige them. to conti-
nue together when married; but that
they were fuffered at their will, to leave
their wives and take to other women. I
fhall conclude this fympathizing clergy-

<« man’s obfervations with an inftance he:
« gives, to fhew that not only difcous

¢ ragements
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ragements and fcoffs, at that time

prevailed in Barbadoes, to eftablifh an
opinion that the Ncgroes were not capa-
ble of religious impreflions; but that cvea
violence and great abufes were ufed to
prevent any thing of that kind taking
place. It was in the cafe of a poor Negro,
who having at his own requeft, prevail-
ed on a clergyman to adminifter baptifm
to him, on his return home, the brutifh
overfeer took him to tafk, giving him to
underftand that, that was no fundays
work for thofe of his complexson, that he
had other bufinefs for him, the neglect
whereof fhould coft him an afternoon’s
baptifin in bleod, as he in the morning
had received a baptifm with water, (thefe
fays the parfon were his own words,)
which he accordingly made good, of
which the Negroe complained to him,
and ‘he to the governor: neverthelefs,
the poor miferable creature was ever af-
ter fo unmercifully treated hy that inhu-
man wretch, the overfeer,-¢hat to avoid

his cruelty, betaking himfelfto the woods,

¢ he there perithed.”” This inftance is ap-
plicable to none but the cruel perpetrator,
and yet it is an inftance of what, in a greater
or lefs degree, may frequently happen when
thofe poor wretches are left to the will of
fuch brutith inconfiderate creatures as thofe

overfeers
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overfeers often are. This 1s confirmed in

a

Hiftory of Famaica wrote in thirteen lct-

ters, about the ycar 1740, by a perfon thea
refiding in that ifland who writes, as
follows,” < 1 fhall not now cnter upon the
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queftion whether the flavery of the Ne-
groes be agrecable to the laws of nature
or not, though it feems extreamly hard
they fhould be reduced to ferve and toil
for the benelit of others, without the lcaft
advantage to themfelves. Happy Biitannia
whereflavery is ncver known;whereliber-
ty and freedom chears every misfortunc.
here (fays the author,) we can boaft of no
fuch blefling ; we have at leafl ten flavces
to one freeman. I incline to touch the
hardthips which thefe poor creatures
fuffer, in the tendereft manner, from
a particular regard which I have to
many of their mafters; butI cannot con-
ceal their fad circumftances intirely : the
moft trivial error i1s punifhed with terri-
ble whipping. I have feen fome of them
treated in thatcruel manner, for no other
reafon but to fatisfy the brutith pleafure
of an overfeer, who has their punithment
moftly at his difcretion. 1 have feen their
bodies all in a gore of blaod, the fkin
torn off their backs with the cruel whip;
beaten pepper and falt rubbed in the
wounds, and a large ftick of fealing wax

“ dropped
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% dropped Icifurely upon them. It is no
=< wonder, if the horrid pain of fuch inhu-
4 man tortures incline them to rebel. Moft
<¢ of thefe {flaves are brought from the coaft
“¢ of Guinea: When they firft arrive, it’s
¢ obferved they are fimple and very inno-
“¢ cent creatures; but foon turn to be
« roguifh enough: And when they come to
¢ be whipt, urge the example of the whites
« for an excufe of their faults.

Thefe accounts of the deep depravity of
mind attendanton the prachice of flavery,
verify the truth of Mantefquieu’s remarks of
its pernicious effe(ls. And altho’ the fame
degree of oppofition to inftructing the Ne-
groes may not now appear in the iflands as

ormerly ; efpecially fince the fociety ap-
pointed for propagating the Gofpel have
poffefled anumber ot Negroesin oneof them;
neverthelefs the fituation of thefe oppreffed
people is yet dreadful, as well to themfelves,
as in its confequences to their hard tafk-maf-
ters, and their offspring, as muft be evident
to every impartial perfon who 1s acquainted
with the treatment they generally receive,
or with the laws which from time to time
have been madein the colonies, with refpect
tothe Negroes ; fome of them being abfolute-
ly inconfitant with reafon,- and fhocking
to humanity. By the 329th altof the af-
fembly of Barbadocs, page 125, it is ena?c'i-
I -
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cd. ¢ Thatit any Negroe or other flave un®
¢ der punifhment, by his mafter or his or~
¢¢ der, for runping away, or any other
¢ crime or mifdemeanors, towards his faid.
< mafter, unfortunately fhall fuffer in life
¢ or member, (which feldom happens,) ng
¢« perfon whatfoeyer fhall be liable to any
«¢ fine therefore. But if any man fhall, of
¢ wwantonnefs, or only of bleody mitndednefs or
“ cruel intention, willfully kill a Negro or other
- ¢¢ flave of his own, be fbhall payinto the publick
““ treafury, ffteen pounds jlﬁrling.” Now that
the life of a man thonld be fo lightly valued,
as that fifteen pounds fthould be judged a
fufficient indemnification of the murder of
a man, cven when itis avowedly dohe wj//-
Jully, wantonly, cruelly or of bloody mindednefs,
15 2 tyranny l{ardly to be parrellel'd ; never-
thelefs human laws cannot make void the
righteous law of God, or prevent the inqui-
fition of that awful judgment day, when,
 at the hand f every man’s brother the life of
“ man fhall be required.” By the law of
South-Carolina, the perfon that killeth a
Negro is only {ubjet to a fine or twelve
months imprifonment : It is the fame in
moft, if notall the Weft-Indies. And by an
act of the aflembly of Virginia, 64 Ann.Ch,
49. fect. 27. p. 227.) After proclamation is
is iflued againft flaves. ¢ That run away
¢ and lie outy it is lawful for any perfon what-
“ foever
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 foever to kill and deftroy fuch flaves, by fuch
“aways and means, as he, fbe or they fball
< think fit, wwithout accufation or impeachment
¢ of any crime for the fame.” And left pri-
vate intereft thould incline the planter to
mercy, it is provided, ¢ That every flave fo
< killed in purfuance of this all, fball be pard
 for by the public4.”’ .
It was doubtlefs, alike fenfe of fympathy

with that exprefled by Morgan Godwyn,
before mentioned, for the opprefled Negroes,
and like zeal for the eaufe of religion, fo ma-
nifeftly trampled upon in the cafe of the
Negroes, which induced Richard Baxter, an -
eminent preacher amongft the diffenters in
the laft century, in his chriffian direclory, to
exprefs himfelf as follows, viz. ¢ Do you
“ mark how God hath followed you with
¢ plagues, and may not confcience tell you,
‘¢ thatit 1s for your inhumanity to the fouls
¢ and bodies of men.” “ To go as pi-
‘¢ ratesand catchup poor Negroes, or people
‘¢ of another land, that never forfeited life
“ or liberty, and to make them flaves, and
"¢ {cll them, is one of the worft kinds of
‘“ thievery 1n the world ; and fuch perfons,
¢“ are to be taken for the common enemies
¢“ of mankind, and they that buy them and
¢ ufethemas beaftsfor their meer commodi-
““ ty,and betray, or deftroy, orncgleét their

- ‘¢ fouls

T 2
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¢ fouls, are fitter tobe calleddevils incarnate
¢ than chriftians : Itis an henious fin te buy
« them, unlefs it be in charity to deliver
¢“ them. Undoubtedly they zrc prefently
¢ bound to deliver thera, becaufe by right
. ¢¢ the manis his own, therefore no man elfe
‘¢ can bave ajuft title to him,”

CHAP
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CHAP. VIIL

Grifich Hughes's account of .thc

number of Negroes in Barbadoes.
Cannot keep up their ufual number with-
out a yearly recruit. Exceflive hard-
fhips wears the Negroes down in a fur-
prifing manner. A fervitude without a
condition, inconfiftant with reafon and na-
tural juftice. The general ufage the Ne-

oes meet with in the Weft Indies. In-

uman calculations of the firength and
lives of the Negroes. Drcadful confe-
quences which may be expected from the
cruelty exercifed upon this opprefled
part of mankind.

E are told by Griffith Hughes, rec-
tor of St. Lucy in Barbadocs, in

his natural hiftery of that ifland, printed in
the year 1750, ¢ That there was between
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fixty five and feventy thoufand Negroes,
at that time, in the ifland, tho’ formerly
they had a greater number: That in or-
der to keep up a neceflary number, they
were obliged to have a yearly fupply from
Africa: That the hard labour, and often

want
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¢¢ want of neceffaries, which thefe unhappy
“ creaturesareobliged to undergo, deftroya’
« greater number than are bred there.” He
adds, ¢¢ That the capacitics of their minds
* in common affairs of life are but little in-
« ferior, 1if at all, to thofcof the Europeans.
« If they fail in fome arts, he fays, it may
“ be owing more to their want of education.
< and the depreflion of their {pirits by fla-
¢ very, than to any want of natural abili-
“ ties.”” This dcftruction of the human.
fpecies, thro’ unnatural hardfhips, and want
of neceflary fupplies, in the cafc of the Ne-
groes 1s farther confirmed in a7 account of
the European [ettlements tn America, printed
London, 1757, where it is faid, par. 6. chap.
11th. ¢ The Negroes in our colonies en-
¢ durea flavery more compleat, and attend-
¢ ed with far worfe circumftances, than
‘¢ what any people in thetr condition fuffer
“ in any othcar part of the world
“ or have fuffered in any other period of
“ time: Proofs of this are not wanting.
“ The prodigious wafte which we experience
¢ in this unhappy part of our fpecies, is a
¢ full and melancholy evidence of this
¢ truth. The 1land of Barbadoes (che Ne-
¢* groes upon which do not amount to eigh-
« ty thounfand) notwithftanding all the
“ means which they uie to encreaie them,
¢ by propagation, and that the climate is

. ¢ 1n
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“ in every refpect (except that of being
“ more wholefome) exactly refembling the
¢ climate from whence they come; not-
¢«¢ withftanding all this, Barbadoeskes under
¢¢ a neceflity of an annual recruit of five
< thoufand flaves, to keep up the flock at
¢« the number [ have mentioned. This pro-
¢« digious failure, which is at leaft in the
¢ fame proportion in all our iflands, thews
« demonfirativelythatfome uncommon and
¢ unfupportable erﬂlip lies upon the Ne-
< Fmea, which wcars them down in fuch a
&« {urprifing manner.””

In an account of part of North America,
publithed by Thomas- Jeffery 1761, the au~
thor fpeaking of the ufage the Negroes re-
ceive in the Weft India iflands, fays, ¢ Itis
« impofliblc for 2 human'heart to refle&t up~
< on the fervitude of thefe dregs of man-
« kind, without in fome meafure feeling for
<« their mifery, which ends but with their
¢ lives.—-—Nothing can be more wretched
¢ than the condition of this people. One
¢ would imagine, they were framedto be
¢¢ the difgrace of the human {pecies, banith-
“ ed from their country, and deprived of
<t that blefling liberty, on which all other
“ nations fet the greateft value; they arein
¢ a meafure reduced to the condition of
¢¢ beafts of burden. In general a few roots,
« potatoes cfpecially, are their food, and

two
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¢« two rags, which neither fcreen them fromy
% the heat of the day, nor the extraordinary
¢ coolnefs of the night, all their covering;
¢ their fleep very fhort; their labour almoft
¢ continual: they receive no wages, but
¢ have twenty lafhes for the fmalleft fault.””
A thoug htful perfon, whe had an epportuni-
Z of obferving the miferable condition of
e Negroes, in onc of our Weft India
iflands, writes thus, “ I met with datly ex-
 ercife to fee the trcatment which thofe
miferable wretches met with, from their
mafters ; with but few cxcmons. They
whip them moft unmercifally on {mall
occafions: you will fee their bodies all
whaled and fcarred ; in fhort, they feem’
to fet no other value on their lives, than
as they coft them fo much money, and are
reftrained from killing them, when angry,
by no worthier confideration, than that
theylofe fomuch. They act asthough they
did not look upon them as a race of hu-
man creatures, who have reafon, and re-
membrance of misfortunes ; but as beafts,
like oxen, who are ftubborm, hardy and
fenfelefs ; fit for burdens and defigned to
bear them: they wont allow them to
have any cliim to human privileges, or
+ fcarce indecd, to beregarded as the work _
of God. Though it was confiftent with

the juftice of our maker to pronouncc
4 thﬂ
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% the fentence on our common parent,
% andthrough him on all fucceeding genera-
« tions, That he and they fbould eat thzir
“ bread by the fweat of their brows: yet does
‘¢ it not ftand recorded by the fame eternal
“ truth, That the labourer is worthy of his
“ hire? It cannot be allowed, in natural
¢ juftice, that there fhould be a fervi-
*¢ tude without condition, a cruel, endlefs,
« fervitude. It cannot be reconcileable to
¢ natural juﬁice, that whole nations, nay
¢ whole continents of men, fhould be de-
¢ voted to do the drudgery of life for others,
* be dragged away from their attachments
% of relations and focxcucs, and be made to
¢ ferve the appetite and pleafure of a race
‘ of men, whofe fuperiority has been ob-
¢ tained by illegal force.

Sir Hans Sloan in the introduction to his
natural hiftory of Jamaica in the account he
gives of the treatment the Negroes met with
there, {peaking of the punifhmentsinfliéted
on them, fays, page 56 P For rebellion the
“ punithment is %mmng them by nailing
. them down on the ground, with crook-
“ ed fticks on every limb, and then apply-
*¢ ing the fire by degrees from the feet and
¢ hands, burning them gradually upto the
“ head, whereby their pains are extrava-
¢ gant. For crimes of alefs nature, gelding

¢ or chopping off half the foot with an axe,
€6 FOr
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¢ —TFor negligence, they are ufually
¢« whipped by the overfcers with lance-wood
« {witches. After they are whipped
“ till they are raw, fome put on thetr fkins
“ pepper and falt to make them fmart; at
¢ other times their mafters will drop melted
“ wax on their £ins, and ufe fevera] very
“ exquifite torments.” In that ifland the
owners of the Negroe flaves, fet afide to
each a parccl of ground, and allow them half
a day at the latter end of the week, which
with the day appointed, by the divine in-
junction, to be a day of reft and fervice to
God, and which ought to be kept as fuch,
is the only time allowed them to manure
their ground. This with a few herrings,
or other falt fith, is what is given for their
fupport. Their allowance for cleathing in
the ifland is feldom more than fix yards of
oznabrigs each yecar. And 1n the more
northern colonies, where the piercing weft-
erly winds are long and fenfibly felt, thefe
poor Africans {fuffer much for want of {ufli-
cient cloathing, indeed fome have none till
they are able to pay for it by their labour.
The time that the Negroes work in the
Weft Indies, 1s from day break till noon;
then again from two o’clock till dark, (dur-
ing wiich time they are attended by over-
{feers who feverely fcourge thofe who appear
to. them dilatory,) and before they arc:f fua-
€re
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fered to go to their quarters, they have ftit
{fomething to do, as colleting herbage for
the horfes, gathering fewel for the boilers,
&c. fo that it is often paft twelve before théy
can get home ; when they have fcarce time
to grind and bail their Indian corn : whereby
if their food was not prepared the evening
before, it fometimes happens, that they
are called again to labour before they can
fatisfy their hunger. And here no delay or
excufe will avail, for if they are not in the
field immefliately upon the ufual notice,
they muft expeét to feel the overfeers latha
In cro¥ time (whichlafts many months,) they
are obliged (by turns,) to work maft of the
night, in the boiling houfe. Thus their
owners from a defire of making the grefiteft
gain by the labour of their flaves, lay heay

burdens on them, and yet feed and cloatk
them very {paringly, and fome fcarce feed or
cloath them at all ; fo that the poor creatures
are obliged to fhift for their living in the beft
manner they can; which occafions their
being often Mtled in the neighbouring lands,
ftealing potatoes or other food, to fatisfy
their hunger. And if they take any thin

from the plantation they belong to, thoug

under {uch prefling want, their owners will
corre&t them feverely, for taking a lfttle of
what they have fo hardly laboured for;
whilfit many of themfelves riotin the greateft

luxury
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tuxury and excefs, Tt is a matter of afto-
anithment how a pcople wha, as a nation, are
Jooked upon as generovs and humane, and
fo much value themfelves for their uncom-
mon fenfe of the benefit of hberty, can live
in the pradice of fuch &ktreme opprefiion
and inhumaniz, without feeing the incon-
of fuch conduét, and icling great
rem Nor is it lefs amazing to hear thefe
men calmly making caculations about the
‘ ﬁrength and lives of their fellow men; in
amaica if fix in ten, of the new imported
cgroes furvive the feafoning, it is looked
upon as a gaining purchafe. And in moft
of the other plantations, if the negroéds live
cight or mne years, their labour is reckoned
a ﬁﬁdent compenfation for their coft. If
<alculations of this fort were made upon the
ih‘enl%th and labour of beafts of burden it
wouid mot appear fo ftrange, but even then
a merciful man would certainly ufe his beaft
with more mercy than is ufually thewn to
the poor Negroes. Will not the groans, the
dying groans, of this deeply afficted and op-
prefled people reach heaven, and when the
cup of iniquity is full, muft not the incvit-
-able confequence, be the pouring forth of the
judgmenpts of God upon their oppreflors?
Butalef! isit not too manifeft that this op-
preflion has already long been the object of
the divine difpleafure? For what heavier
- judgment,
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" judgment, what greater calamity can befal
any people, than to become fubjeét to ‘that
hardnefs of heart, that forgetfulnefs of God,
and infenfibility to every religious impref-
fion; as well a5 that general depravation of
mannecrs, which fo much prevails in thefe
colonies, in proportion as they have more
or lefs enriched themfelves at the expence of
the bleod and bondage of the Negroes.

It is 2 dreadful confideration, as a late
author remarks, that oyt of the ftock of
eighty thoufand Negroesin Barbadoes, there
die every year five thoyfand more than are
born in that ifland ; which tatlure is probably
in the fame proportion in the other iflands.
In effect this people is under a neceffity of being
entirely renewed every fixteen years.  An
what muft we think of the management of
a people, who far from increafing greatly,
as thofe who have no lofs by war ought to
do, muft in fo fhort a time as fixteen years,
without foreign recruits, 'be entirely con-
fumed to a man. Is it not a chriftian doc-
trine, that the labowrer i< worthy of his hire?
and hath not the Lord by the mouth of his
prophet pronounced ¢¢ wo unto that man wha
“ buildeth bis boufe by unrightequfnefs, and his
“ chambers by wrang, who'ufes bis neighbours
“ fervice without wages, and giveth him nought
“ for bis work P’ And yét the poor Negroe
flaves are comftrained, like the beafts, by

K -+ beating
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:beating to work hard without hire or recom-
pence, and receive nothing from the hand
or thcir unmerciful mafters, but fuch a
wretched provifion as will {fcarce f{upport
them under their fatigues. The intolerable
hardfhips many of the flaves undergo is fufh-
ciently proved by the fhortnefs of their lives,
And who are thefe miferable crea-
tures that receive fuch barbarous treatment
from the planters? .Can we reftrain our
juft indignation when we confider that they
are undoubtedly bis brethren! bis neigh-
bours ! the children of the fame father ; and fome
of thofe for whom Chrif} died, as truly as for the
planter himfelf. Let the opulent planter or
merchant prove that his Negroe flave is not
his brother ; or that he is not his ncighbour,
in the fcripture fenfe of thefe appellations;
and if he is not able to do-fo, how will he
juftify the buying and felling of his brethren,
as if they were of no more confideration
than his cattle? The wearing them out
with continual labour, before they have
ljved oyt half their days ? The fevere whip-
ping and torturing them even to death, if
they refift his infupportable tyranny. Let
the hardieft flave-holder look forward to
that tremendous day, when he muft give
an account to God of his ftewardthip, and.
let him ferioufly confider, whether at fuch a
time, he thinks, he fhall be ablc to fatisfy

himfclf,
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Eimfclf, that any a& of buying and felling,
or the fate of war, or the birth of children,
in his houfe, plantation, or territories, or
any other circumfitance whatcver, can give
him fuch an.abfolute property in the perfons
of men, as will juftify his retaining them as
flaves, and treating them as beafts. Let him
diligently confider whether there will not
always remain to the flave a_fuperior proper~
ty or right to the fruit of his own labour;
and more: efpecizlly to his 6ww perfon, that
being which was given him by God, and
which none but the giver can jutly claim.

CITAP.
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CHAP IX

THE ‘advantage which would
have accrued to the natives of Guinea, if
the Europeans had acted towards them
agreeable to the didtates of humanity

.and chriftapity. . dn,jrordigate defire of
gain in thé Europeans,_ the true occifion.
of the Tlavé€ trade. Notice ot the milre-
prenfations of the Negroes, by moft au-
thors, in order to palliate the iniquity of
the flave trade. Thofe mifreprefentations
refuted, particularly with refpect to tle

“ Hottentot Negrees.

natural difpofit:on of the Negrocs, and

1e fruitfulnefs of moft parts ot Guinea,
which are confirmed by authors of can-
dour, who have wrote from their own.
knowledge, it may well be concluded, that
the Negroes accquaintance with the Euro-
peans might have been a happinefs to them,
it thefe laft had not only bore the name,
but had alfo acted the part of Chriftians, and
ufed. their endeavours by example as well as
precept, to make them acquainted with the
glad

FROM the foregoing accounts of the
t
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glad tidings of the gofpel ; which breathces
peace and good will to man, and with that
change of heart, that redemption from fin,
which chriftianity propofeth ; innocence
and love might then have prevailed, nothing
would have been wanting to compleat the
happinefs of the fimple Africans: but the
reverfe has happened; the Europeans for-
getful of their duty, as men, and chnif-
tians, have conducted in fo iniquitous a
manner, as muft neceflarily raife in the
minds of the thoughtful and well difpofed
Negroes, the utmoft fcorn and deteftation
of the very name of chriftians. All other
confiderations have given way to an infati-
able defire of gain, which has been the
rincipal and moving caufe of the moft :-

quitous and dreadful fcene that was, perhaps,
ever acted upon the face of the earth ; 1n-
ftead of making ufe of that fuperior know-
ledge, with whichthe Almighty, thecommon
parent of mankind, had favoured them, to
firengthen the principle of peace and good
will in the breafts of the incautious Negroes;
the Europeanshave, by theirbadexample, led
them into excefs of drunkennefs, debauch-
ery and avarice; whereby every paffion of
corrupt nature being inflamed, they have
been eafily prevailed upon to make war, and
captivate one another; as well to furnith
mcans for the excfles they had been habi-
o K3~ tuated
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tuated to, as to fatify the %rcedy defire of
gain in their profligate employers; who to
this intent have furnifhed them with prodi-

ous quantities of arms and amunition.
%hus they have been hurried into confufion,
difttefs and all the extremities of temporal
mifery ; every thing, even the power of
their kings, has been made fubfervient to
this wicked purpofe, for inftead of being
protectors of their fubjets, fome of thofe
rulers corrupted by the exceflive love of
fpiritwous liyuors, and the tempting baits
laid before them by the faftors, have invad-
ed the liberties of their unhappy fubjets, and
are become their oppreflors.

Here it may be tieteflary to obferve, that
the accounts we have of the inhabitants of
Gmnea, ave chiefly ilvtn by perfons engag-
éd m the trade, from felf mtereﬂed
views, have defcribed them in fuch colours
a5 were leaft liltely to excite compaffion and
refpect, and éndeavoured to reconcile fo
manifeft a violation of thé rights of mankind
to the minds of the purchafers; yet they
€annot but allow the Negroey to be pofeﬂ’cd
of fome good qualities, th ‘A they contrive
as much as poflible to caft a fhade over them.
A particular inftance of this appears in Aft-
fey’s collettion 2 vol. p. 93, where the au-
thor fpeaking of the Man ingo’s fettled at
Galem, which is fituated 960 miles up the

Senegal,
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Senegal, after faying that they carry on 2
commerce to all the peighbouring king-y
doms, and amafs riches, adds, ‘* That ex-
« cepting the vices peculiar to the blacks, they
¢ are a good fort of people, honeft, hofpi-
« table, juft to their word, laborious, induf-
“ trious and very ready to learn arts and’
« {ciences.”” Here it is difficult to imagine
what vices can be peculiarly attendant on a
people fo well difpofed as the author de-
fcribes thefe to be. With refpeét to the
charge fome authors have brought againft
them as being void of all natural affection,
it is frequently contradited by others: in
the 2 v&. of the collec. p. 273, and 629,
the Negro¢s of North Guinea, and the
Gold Coaft, are faid, o de fond of their Child-
ren, whom they lve with tendernefs. And
Bofman fays p. 340, * Not a few in his
¢ country (“wz. Holland) fondly imagine,
¢ that parents here fell their children ; men’
¢ their wives, and one brother the other;
“ but thofe who think fo deceive them-
“ felves; for this never happens on any
* other account but that of neceflity, or
“ fome great crime.” YW (armeis repeated
by J. Barbot, page 326, and aMo corfirmed
by Sir Hams Sloan, in theintro8uétion to his
natural hiftory of Jamaica; where fpeaking
bt the Negroces, he fays, ¢ They are ufually
¢ thought- to be haters of their own
¢ children,
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¢ children, and therefore ’tis believed that
¢« they fell and difpofe of them to ﬁrangers
¢¢ for money : but this 15 not true, for the
«“ Negroes of Guinea being divided into.
« feveral captainfhips, as well as the Indians.
‘“ of America, have wars, and befides thofe
¢ {lain in battle, many prifloners are taken,
¢ who arefold as flaves and brought thither;
¢ but the parents here although their child-
< ren are flaves for ever, yet have fo great
« love fox them, that no mafter dares fell,

“ or give away one of their little ones,
“ unlgfs they care not whcther their parents
“ hang themfelves or no”* J. Barbot
fpeaking of the occafion of the natives
of Guinea being reprefented as a treacherous
people, afcribes it to the Hollanders (and
doubtlefs other Europeans“? ufurping autho-
rity, and fomenting divifions between the
Negroes. At page 110 he fays, “ Itis well
“ known that manyof the European nations
« trading amonglt thefe people, have very.
¢ unjuftly afd inhumanly, without any
¢ provocation, ftolen away, from time to
¢ time, abundancc of the people, not only
¢ on this coaft, but almoft every where in
« Guinea who have comc -on hoard their
¢ fhips in 2 harmlefs and confiding manner,
« thefe they have in great numbers car-
¢ ried away, and fold in the plantations wntl}
¢ other ilaves, which they had pur chafzd s

- An
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And altliough fome of the Negroes may be
juftly charged with indolence and fuppinefs,
yct many others aré frequently mentioned
by authors as a careful, mduftrions and even
laborious peoplé. But nothing {hews more
clearly how unfafe it is to torm & judgment
of diftant people fiom the dctounts given
of them by travellers, who have taken but
a tranfient view of things, than the cafe of
the Hottentots, ¥72. thofé feveral nations of
Negroes who ihabit the moft fouthern part
of Afvici:  thefe people ate reprefented, by
feveral aathors, who appear to have very
much ‘copied their relations one from the
otliet, as {o favage ahd barbarous as to have
little of human, but the fhapé; but thefe
accotints ate ftrotigly contradiéted by athrers,
particularly Péter Kolben has giveén a cir-
cumftantial relation of the difpofition and
manners of thofe people. + He was a man
of learning, fent trom the court of Pruffia,
folely to make aftronomicat and natuatal ob-
fetvations there; and havingno interéftin‘the
flavery of the flegmes,_‘had not the fime
inducement as moft other relators had, to
ririfreptefent the natives of Afriea.’ He te-
fided eight years at and abdut the Cape
Goot Hepe, durihg which time he examin-
cﬂﬂith great care into the cuftoms, mann eré
" an

T‘t See Kolben's account ot the Cape of Good Hope,
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and opinions of the Hottentots; wheace he
fets thefe pcople in a quite different light,.
from what thcy appeared in former authors,
whom he corre&s, and blames for the faife-
hoods they have wantonly told of them, at
p. 61. he fays, ¢ The detail we havein feve-
¢ ral authors, are for themoft part made up
¢ of inventions and hearfays, which gener-
« ally prove falfc.”---Neverthclefs, he allows’
they are juftly to be blamed for their floth.-
—The love of liberty and sndolence is their all
eompulfion is death to th-n. While m;"{e’ﬂitjoblige:’
them to work, they are very traltable, obedient
and faithful; gut‘ﬂfben they have got exough
to fatisfy the prefent want, they are Ei'a to all
Surther entreaty. He alfo faults them for
their naftinefs, the effelts of floth, and for’
their Jove of drink; and the practice of
fome unnatural cuftoms, which long ute has
eftablithed amongft them; which neverthe-
lefs, from the general good difpofition of
thefe people, there is great reafon to believe.
they might be perfuaded to refrain from;
if a truly chriftian care had been exten-
ded towards them; he fays,  They
 are eminently diflinguifhed by ma-
“ ny virtues, as their mutual benevo-
“ lence, friendfhip and hofpitality ; they
“ breathe kindnefs and good will, to ene
« another; and feek all opportunities of
“ obliging. Is a Hottentots afliftance re-

quired
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<¢ quired by one of his countrymen, he
< runs to give it; Is his advice afked he
¢ gives it with fincerity. Is his countryman
¢ in want, he relieves him to the utmoft of
« his power.”” Their hofpitallity extends
even to European ftrangers: in travelling
through the Cape cduntries, you meet with
a chearful and open reception, in whatfo-
ever village you come to. In fhort he fays,
P. 339,  The integrity of the Hotten-
¢ tots ; their fri¢tnefs and celerity in the
“« execution of juftice, and their charity are
‘“ equalled by few nations. In alliances their
“ word is facred; there being hardly any thing,
““ they look upon as a fouller crime than breach of
“ engagements. Theft and adultery they pu-
¢ mﬁv with death.” They firmly believe
there is a God, the author of all things,
whom they call the God of gods: but it
does not appear that they have an inftitution
of worfhip diretly regarding this fupreme
Deity. 'When prefled on this article, they
excufe themfelves by a tradition, ¢« That
“ their firft parents fo grievoufly offended
¢ -this great God, that be curfed them and their
«« poflerity with hardnefs of heart; fo that
“ they know little about him, and have lefs in-
“ clination to ferve him.” (As has been al-
ready remarked,) Thefe Hottentots are the
only Negroe nations bordering on the fea,

we read of, who are not concerned in mak-
ing
ST
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ing or kceping flaves. Thofe {laves made
ufe of by the Hollanders at the Cape, are
brought from other parts of Guinca. Num-
bers of thefe people told the author, ¢¢ That
« the vice they faw prevail amongift chrif-
¢ tians ; their avarice, their envy and hat-
¢ red of one another ;4 their reftlefs difcon-
¢ tented tempers, their lafcivioufnefs and
“ injuftice, were the things that principally
< kept the Hottentots from hearkening to
¢¢ chriftianity.” o

Father Tachard a French jefuut famous
for his travels in the Eaft Indies, in his ac-
count of thefe people, fays, ¢ The Hotten-
¢¢ tots have more honefty, love and libera-
< lity for one another, than are almoft any
 where feen amongft chriftiqns,” |

-<

CHAP.
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CH AUP X
Man-ftealing efteemed highly cri-

minal and punithable by the laws of
Guinea : No Negroes allowed to be fold
for Slaves there but thofe deemed prifon-
ers of war, or in punifhment for crimes.
Some of the Negroe rulers, corrupted by
‘the Europeans, violently infringe the laws

of Guinea. The king of Barfaday "noted
in that refpect.

“Y) Y an enquiry into the laws ind cuftoms
B formerly in ufe and ftill in force
.among#t the Negroes, particularly on the
- Gold Coaft, it will be found, that provifion
was made for the general peace, and for the
Tfafety of individuals ; even in W. Bofman’s
. time, long after the Europeans had eftablith-
ed the flave trade, the natives were not
publicly enflaved, any otherwife than in
punifhment for crimes ; when prifoners of
war ; or by a violent exertion of the power
of their corrupted kings. Where any of the
natives were {tolen, in ‘order to be fold to
the Europeans, it was done fecretly, or at
Aeaft only connived atLby thofe in powegi:
. this
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this appears from Barbot and Bofman’s &-
count of the matter, both agreeing that
Man-ftcaling was not allowed on the
Gold Coaft. The firft, + iays, «“ Ridnap-
 ping or flealing of bhuman creatures is pu-
¢ m:/ﬁ’d there, and even fometimes with death.'’
And W. Bofman, whofe long refidence on
the coaft, enabled him to fpeak with
certainty, fays{ ¢ That the laws were fe-
¢ wvere againft murder, thievery and adul-
 tery;” and adds, ¢ That man-flealing was
& punifbed on the Gold Coaft with rigid
“ feverity, and fometimes with death it/:Af.”’
Hence it may be concluded, that thefale
of the greateft part of the Negroes to the
Europeans is fupported by violence, in defi-
ance of the laws, through the knavery of
their principal men¥*, who, (as is too often
the cafe with thofe in European countries)
under pretence of encouraging trade, and
encreafing the public revenue, difregard the
dictates of juftice, and trample upon thofe
libertics which they are appointed to pre-
ferve.

Fr. Moor alfo mentions, Man-ftealing as

being difcountenanced by the Negroe Go-
- ~ vernments

4 Barbot, page 503. + Bofman, page 113.

* Note. Barbot, page 270 fays, the trade of flaves
is in a more peculiar manner the bufinefs ot kings, rich
men and prime merchaats, exclufive of the inferior fort
ot blacks. o
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vernments on the river Gambia, and fpeaks
of the inflaving the peaceable inhabitants,
s a violence, which only happens un-
der a corrupt adminiftratdon of juitice;
he fays, ¢ > The kings of that countly
¢ gencxally advife with their head mcn,
¢ {carcely doing any thing of confequence,
“ without confuking them firft, except
¢“ the king of Bar {“m) , who beiny fubje&
* to hard drmkmq is very abfolue. It is
¢ to this king’s infatiable thirft for brandy,
¢« that his f{ubjeéts freedoms and fami-
“ lies are in {o precarious a fituation;”’
“ {Whenever this king wants goods or
““ brandy, he fends a mcﬁ'enrrer to the Eng-
« lith Governor at James Fort, to dcfire he
““ would fend a floop there with a cargo;
¢ this news, being not at all unwelcome, the
« Governor fends accordingly ; againit the
* arrival of the floop, the King gocs and
¢ ranfacks fome of his cncmics towns,
“ {cizing the people, and felling them for
¢ fuch commodities as he 1s in want of,
““ which commonly is brandy, guns, pow-
¢ decr, balls, piftels and cutlafics for his at-
¢ tendants and foldiers ; and coral and fil-
¢ ver for his wives and concubines; in cafc
“ he is notat war with any ncighbouring
‘¢ king, lic then falls upon onc of Lis own
“ towns, which are numecrous, and ufcs
“ them 1in the fame manner; ¢ lle often
L 2 “ goes

¥ Moor, page 61. « 1 Idem, page 46.
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« goes with fome of nis troops by a
“ town intheday time, and returning in
“ the night, fets fire to three parts or ity and
¢ putting guardsat the fourth, there feizes
¢¢ the people as they run out from the fire,
¢¢ he ties thcir arms bchind them, and
¢ marches them cither to Joar or Colone,

¢« where he fells them to the Europeans.”
A. Brue, the French dircétor gives
much thec fame account, and fays,* < '{hat
“ having received goods Lie wrote to the
«¢ King, that if he had a fuflicient num-
¢ ber of f{laves, he was ready to trade
¢ with him. This prince, as well as the
« other Negroe monarchs, has always a
¢ fure way of fupplying his deficiences, by
¢ felling his own fubjegts, for which they
¢ {cldom want a pretence. The King had
¢ recourfc to this method by feizing three
¢ hundred of his own people, and fent word
¢ to the director that he had the flaves rea-
¢« dy to deliver for the goods.” It feems,
the King wanted double the quantity of
aoods, which the faétor would give him
for thefe three hundred {laves ; but the fac-
tor refufing to truft him, as he was already
in the company’s debt, and perceiving that
this refufal had put the king much out of
temper, he propofed that he {hould give him
a licence for taking fo many more of his
people, as the goods he flill wanted were
worth ;

e

* Collcét. Vol. II. page 29.
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worth ; but this the King refufed, faying
“ It nught oacaﬁon a difturbance umomu
“ his fubjcdt:.’¥  Except in the above tii-
ftance, and fome othcers, where the power
of the Negroc Kings arc unlawfully exerted
over their Iubjbua, the flave tradeis carried
on in Guinca with fome regard to the laws
of the country, which allow of none to be
fold but puﬂ‘mxs talken in their national
wars, or people adjudged to {lavery in pu-
nifhments for crimes; but the largenefs lm
the

* Note. This Negroe king, thus refufing to com-
ply with the Faltor’s “wicked propofal, fhews, he was
fenfible his own condu@ was not juftifiable ; and it
Likewifc appears the Faclor's only concern was to pro-
cure the greatelt number of flaves, withour any re-
gard to the injutlice of the mcthod, by which they
were procured.  This Andrew Brue, was, for a long
‘time, principal dirc&or of the French African fultore
in thofe parts; in the management of which, he is in
the celle@ion faid to have had exgraordinary fucceifs.
The part he ought to huve afted as a Chriltian rowards
the ignorant Africans feems cuite out of the quci‘tinn:
the profit of his emplovers appears to have been s
fole concern 5 at page 62, fpeaking of the country cn
the Senegal river, he fws, ¢« It was very populcus,
«« the foil rich, and if the people were induftiicus,
¢¢ they might, of their own produce, Carry ou 1 ves
“ Ty qdy.mt'lggous trade with ftrangers ; theove being
“ bui few things in which they could be ucdlcu;
““ Lut (he .lddb) it ists he Lepod the Europears avitl never
« Jet t/em intothe fecret’.” A remark uvntecoming ho-

mauity, much more chriftiunity !



( 110 )

the country, thc number of kingdoms or
commonwealths, and the great encourage-
ment given by the Europeans, afford fre-
quent pretences and opportunitics to the
bold defigning profligates of one kingdom
to furprize and feize, not only upon thofc
of a neighbouring government, but alfo the
weak and awclplefs of their own ;¥ and the
unhappy people taken on thofe occafions,
are, with impunity, fold to the Europeans.
"Thefe practices arc doubtlefs difapproved of
by the moft confliderate amongit the Ne-
groes, for Bo/man acquaints us, that even
their national wars are not agreeable to.
fuch. He fayst ¢ If the perfon who occa-
** fioned the beginning of the war be taken,
*¢ they will not cafily admit him to ranfom,
¢ though his weight in gold fhould be of-
«“ fered, for fear he fhould, in future, form

“ fome new deiign againit their repofe.”
CHAP.

* This inhunan pratice is particularly defcribed
by Brue, in Colle&. Vol. 1. page 98, where he fays,
«¢ That fome of the natives, are, on all occafions,
*« endeavouring to furprize and carry off their coun-
* try people. They land (fays he) without noife,
*« and if they find a lone cot:age withoutdctence, they
« furround it, and carry off all the people and effeéts
*« to their boat, and immecdiately reimbark.” This
foemns to be moltly pra@ifed by fome Negroes who
dweil on the {ea coalt,

+ Bodnan, p. 155,

-
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-CHAP. XIL

An account of the fhocking inhu-

manity ufed in the carrying on of the
flave trade, as defcribed by factors of diffe-
rent nationms, viz. By Francis Moor on
the river Gambia, and by John Barbot,
A. Brue and William Bofman thro’ the
coaft of Guinea. Note. Of the large reve-
nues arifing to the kings of Guinea from
the flave trade.

IRST Francis Moor, fator for the Eng-

lith African company on the river
Gambia, } writes, ¢ That thereisa num-
¢ ber of Negro traders called joncoes or
¢« merchants, who follow the flave trade, as
« a bufinefs, their place of refidence is fo
¢ high up in the country, as to be fix
« weeks travel from James Fort, which is
<« fituate at the mouth of that river. Thefe
¢ merchants bring down elephants teeth,
¢« and in fome years two thoufand {laves,
¢ moft of which they fay, are prifoners
¢ takenin war. They buy them from the
' ¢« different

[,

1+ Moor. page 28.
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different prineces, who take them ; many
of them are Bumbrongs and Petcharies ;
nations, who each of them have different
languages, and are brought from a vaft
way inland. Their way of bringing them
is tying them by the neck, with leathern
thongs,at about a yard diftance from each
other, thirty or forty in a firing, having
generally a bundle of corn or elephants
teeth upon each of therr heads. In their
way from the mountains, they travel thro’
very great woods, where they cannot for
fome days get water ; fo they carry in fkin
bags enough to fupport them for a time.
I cannot, (adds Moor) be certain of the
pumber of merchants who follow this
trade, but there may, perhaps, be about
an hundred, who go up into the inland
country, with the goodswhich they buy
from the white men, and with them pur-
chafe, in various countries, gold, flaves,
and elephants teeth. Befides the flaves
which the merchants bring down, there
are many bought along the river: Thefe
are either taken in war, as the former are,
or men condemned for crimes ; or elfe peo-
ple ftolen, which is very frequent.—Since the
flave trade has been ufed all punifhments
are changed into {lavery ; there being an
advantage on fuch condemnation, < sbey

¢ flrain
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“ fbrain for crimes very hard, in order toget the
 benefit of felling the criminal.”

Jchr Barbot, the -French faltor, in his
account of the manncr by which the flaves
are procured, fays, ¢ + The flaves fold by:
¢ the Negroes, are for the moft part prifon-
¢ ers of war, or taken in the incurfions
¢ they make in their enemies territories ;
¢« others are ftolen away by their neigh-
¢« bours, when found abroad, on the road,
¢ or in the woods; or elfe in the corn
¢ fields, at the time of the year when their
¢« parents keep them there all the day to
¢ fcare away the devouring finall birds.”
Speaking of the tranfactions on that part of
Guinea, cailed the Slave Coait, where the
Europeans have the moft fatories, and
{from whence they bring away much the
greateft number of {laves, the fame author
and alfo Bofman * fays, ¢ The inhabitants
¢ of Coto do much mifchicf in ftealing thofe
¢ flaves they fell to the Europeans from the
¢ upland country. ‘That the inhabitants
«“ of Popo, excell the former, being cn-
¢ dowed with a much larger fhare of cou-
« rage, they rob more {uccefsfully, by
¢« which means they increafe their riches
‘ and trade :”” The author particularly re-

marks,

"o

t+ John Barbet, page 5.
* Dofman, page 31p.

- e onr s
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marks, < That they are encouraged in this
« zraltice by the Furopeans ; {ometimes it
¢ happens according to the fuccefs of ther
¢« inland excurfions, that they are able to
¢ furnifh two hundred {laves or more in a-
¢ few days.” And he fays, ¢ + Theblacks
¢« of Fida, or Whydah are fo expeditious in’
“ trading for ilaves, that they can delivera
« thoufand every nonth.’——< If there’
« happens to be no ftock of flaves there,
 the factor muft truft the blacks with his’
“ goods to the value of one hundred and’
¢ fifty, or two hundredpounds, which goods’
“ they carry up into the inland country-
¢ to buy flaves at all markets ¥, for abofye'

(11 1X .

1 Barbot, page 3206,

* When the great income which arifes to the Ne-
groe kings on the Slave-Coaft, from the {laves brought’
thro’ their feveral governmeats to be thipped onboard
the European veflels, is confidered, we haveno caufe
to wonder that they give fo great a countcnance to-
that trade, William Bofman fays, page 337. ¢ That
“ each fhip awhich comes to Whsdah to trade, reckoning ore.
“ avith another citrer by tll, trad: or cufiom, pays
“ about four bundred pounds and finetimes ffty fhips
“¢ coms hither in a year.”  Barlot comfirms the fame and’
adds, page 350, < That in the neighbouring kingdomt  of
¢ Ardah theduty to the king is the value of feventy or eighty,
¢ flaves for each troding fFip.””  Which is near half as
much morz as at Whydah, nor can the Europeans
concerned in the trade with any degree of propriety
blame the African Kings far countcnancing it, while

they
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<¢ fix hundred mijles up the country, were
< they are kept like cattle in Europe ; the
¢ ﬂaves fold there being generally pnfoners
¢ of war, taken from their enemies like
%¢ other booty, and perhaps fome few fold
. by. their own country .men, in extream
%¢ want or upon a famine, .as alfo fome as a
:¢¢ punifhment of henious cumcs. So far
.Barbot’s accoynt, that given by William
Bofman is as follows, * || When_ the flaves
.¢¢ which are brought from the inland coun-
> ¢ tnes, come to Whydah, they are put in

rifon together,” when we treat concern-
“¢ ing buying them, they are all brought out
¢ together ina large plain, where, by our
< furgepns, they are thoroughly examined,
#¢ and that naked, both men and women,
. without the leaﬁ diftin€tion or modefty.*

T‘Ique

.they continue to fend veflels on purpofe, to take in the
“flaves which are thits ftolen, and that they are permit-
ted under the fan&ion of natxonal laws te fell them
-to the colonies, ‘
u Bofman, page 340.

* Note from the aboveaccount of the indecentand
—ﬂ\ockmg manner in which the unhappy Negroes are
‘treated, it is reafonable for perfons unacquainted wiih
‘thefe people to conclude them to be void of that natu-
+al modefty, fo becoming a reafonable creature; but

thofe who have had intercourfe with the blacks i in
thefe northern colonies kmow _that this would be a
wrong conclufion; for they are indeed as fufceptible

of modefty and fhame as other people. Itis the un-
" parallel’d

[ )
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¢¢ Thofe which are approved as good are fet
<¢ on one fide; in the mean while a burning
< jron, with the arms or name-of the com-
< pany, lies in the fire, with which oursaie
<¢ marked onthe breaft. When we have a-
s« greed with the owners of the flaves, they
¢ are returned-to their prifons, where from
« that time forward they are kept at our
« charge, - coft . us two pence a.day, each
« flave, which ferves to fubfift them like cri-
#¢ minals on bread and .water ; fo that te

66 fave

parellel’d brutility to which the Europeans have by

iong cuftom been inured, which urgeth them, without
bluthing, to a&t fo fhameful a part. Such ufage is

certainly grievous to the. poor Negroes. particularly the

women ; but they are flaves, and muft fubmit to this,

or any other abufe that is offered them, by their cruel

tatk-mafters, or expe&@ tobe inhumanly tormented in-

to acquiefcence. That the blacks are unaccuftomed

te fuch brutality, appears from an inftance meation-

ed in Aftley’s Colle&tion, vol. 2. page 201. viz.
¢ Atan audience which Cafseneuve had of the king

s¢ of Congo, where he was ufed with a great deal of

¢¢ civility by the blacks, fome flaves were delivered
to him. The king obferving Cafseneuve (according
to the cuftom . of the Europeans) to handle the
limbs of the flaves, burft .out a laughing, as did
¢ the great men about him ; the fadtor afking the
#¢ interpreter the occafion of their mirth, was teld
« it proceeded from his fo nicely examining the flaves.
Neverthelefs the King was fo aflbamed of it that be defi-

S red him for decency’s fake 4o do itin a more private man-
6 ser.

-
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fave charges, we fend them on board our
fhips the very firft opportunity, before
which their mafters ftrip them of all they
have on their backs, fo that they come on
board ftark naked, as well women as
men. In which condition they are obliged
to continue, if the mafter of the thipis not
fo charitable (which he commonly is) as to
beftow fomcthing on them to cover their
nakednefs. Six or feven hundred are
fometimes put on board a veflel, where
they lie as clofe together as its poflible for
them to be crowded.”” "

M CHAP.



CHAP. XH.
Extraltls of feveral Journals of

Voyages to the coaft of Guinea for Slaves,
whereby the extreme inhumanity of that
traflick 1s defcibed., Melancholy account
of a fhip blown up on that coaft with a
great number of Negroes on board, /n-
Slances of fhocking barharity perpetrated
by matfters of veflels towards their {laves,
Inquiry why thefe fcandalous infringe-
ments both of divine and human laws are
.overlooked by the government.

HE mifery and bloodfhed attendant
on the flave trade, is fet forth by the
following extraéts of two voyages to the
coaft of Guinea, for flaves. The firft in a
“veflel from Liverpool, taken verbatim from
the original manufcript of the Surgeon’s
Journal, v:z.
- $¢ Seftro, December the 29th, 1724, No
¢ trade to day, though many traders come
$¢ on board ; they informed wus, that the
«¢ people are gone to war within land, and
¢ will bring prifoners enough in two or
#¢ thres days, in hopes of which we ﬁz%.l”
e
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The 30th. « No trade yet, but our tra-
ders came on board to day, and informed
us the people had burnt four towns of
their enemies, fo that to-morrow we ex-
pect flaves off: another large thipis come
in. Yelfterday came in a large Londoner.”
The 31fl. ¢ Fair weather, but no trade
yet ; we fee each night towns burning,
but we hear the Seftro men are many ot
them killed by the inland Ncgroes, {o
that we fear this war will be unfuccefs-
ful.”’ -

The 2d of January. ¢ Laft night we faw
a prodigious fire break out about eleven
o’clock ; and shis morning fee the town
of Seftro burnt down to the ground ; (it
contained fome hundreds of houfes)fo that
we find their enemies are too hard for
them at prefent, and confequently our
trade fpoiled here ; therefore, about feven
o'clock we weighed anchor, as did like-
wife the three other veflels, to proceed
lower down."

The fecond relation, alfo taken from the

original manufcript Journal of a perfon of
aredit, who went furgeon on the fame trade,
in a veflel from New-York, about twenty

(14
€<
(41

years paft, is as follows; <iz. * Being on the

coaft, the Commander of the veffel, ac-
cording to cuftom, fent a perfon on fhore
with a prefent to the King, acquainting

“ him
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¢ him with his arrival, and letting lam
“ know, they wanted a cargo of {laves. 'The
¢ King promifed to furmfh them with
¢ flaves; and,in ordertodoit, fet out to
¢ gotowar againft his ¢enemies; dcfigning
<« to furprife fome town, and take all th2
« people prifoners: Some time after, the
« king fent them word, he had not yet met
« with the defired fuccefs; having becn
¢ twicerepulfed, in attempting to brcak up
¢ two towns ; but that he ftill hoped to prc-
¢¢ cure a number of flaves for them ; and in
< this defign he perfifted till he met his ene-
¢¢ mies in the field; where a battle was
< fought, which lafted three days, during
*¢ which timethe engagement wasfo bloody:,
« that four thoufand five hundred men
«¢ were flain on the fpot.”” The perfon who
wrote the account beheld the bodies as
they lay on the field of battle. ¢ Think
¢ (fays he 1n his Journal) what a pitiable
¢« fight it was to fee the widows wecping
*¢ over their loft hufbands, orphans deplo:-
¢ ing thelofs of their fathers, & c. &°¢c.” In
the 6th Vol. of Churchill’s collection of Voy-
ages, page 219, we have the relation of a
voyage performed by Captain Philips, in- a
thip of 450 tuns, along the coaft of Guinea,
for elephants teeth, gold, and Negro flaves,
intended for Barbadocs ; in which he fays,
that they took ¢ feven hundred flaves cn

“ board,,
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¢¢ board, the men being all put in irons two
« by two fhackled together to prevent their
¢¢ mutinying or fwimming athore. That tke
«¢ Negroes are fo loath to leave thcir own
‘¢ country, that they often leap out of the
¢¢ canoe, boat, or fhip, into the fea, and keep
« under water till they are drowned to a-
¢ void being taken up, and faved by the
‘¢ boats which purfue them.”———They
had about twelve Negroes who willingly
drowned themfelves ; others ftarved them-
felves to death.———Philips was advifed
to cut off the legs and arms of fome to ter-
rify the reft, (as other Captains had done)
but this he refufed to do : From the time of
his taking the Negroes an board too his ar-
rival at Barbadoes, no lefs than three hun-

dred and twenty died of various difeafes.*
Reader

A

* The following relation is inferted at the requef? of tie
Author, »

HA T I may contribute all in my power tomards

the Good of Mankind, by infpiring any indi-
viduals with a fuitable abhorrence of that deteftable
prattice of trading in our fellow-creatures, and in
fome meafure atone for my negle® of duty as a
Chriltian, in engaging in that wicked traffic, I offer
to their ferious confideration fome few occurrences
of which I was an_eye-witnefs. That being ltruck
with the wretched and affe&ing fcene they may fof-
ter that humane principle, which is the ncble and
diftinguithed chara&eriitic of man, and improve it
to the benefit of their children’s children. Abeu:
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Readen, bring the matter hometo thy own
heart, and confider whether any fitauaticn can
be more completely miferable than that of

thefe

About the year 1749, I failed from Liverposd to
the coaft of Guinea : Some time after our arrival I
was ordered to go up the country a confiderable
diftance; upon having notice from one of the Ne-
oroe Kings, that he had a parcel of flaves to difpofe
of ; T received my inftrultions, and went, carrving
with me ar account of fuch goods we had on bcard
to exchange for the flaves we intended to purchafe.
Upon teing introduced, I prefented him with a
fmall cafe of Englify fpirits, a gun, and fome trifles,
which having accepted, and underftood by an In-
terpreter what goods we had, the next day was ap-
pointed for viewing the flaves; we found about twon
hundred confined in one place. But here how fhall
I relate the affecting fight I there beheld! How can
I fufficiently defcribe the filent forrow which appear-
ed in the countenance of the affli¢ted futher, and
the painful anguilh of the tender mother, expedling
to be forever feparated from their tender offspring;
the diltreffed maid wringing her handsin prefage of
her future wretchednefs, and the general cry of the
4nnocent from a fearful apprehenfion of the perpetu-
al flavery to which they were doomed! Under a
fenfe of my offence to Gob, in the perfon of his
creatures; I acknowledge I purchafed eleven, who I
condufted tyed, two and two to the fhip. Being
but a fmall veflel, (ninety ton) we foon purchafed
our cargo, confilling of one hundred and feveuty
flaves, whom thou may’ft Reader range in thy view,
as they were fhackled two and two together, pent up
withia the narrow copfincs of the main deck, with the

complicated
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thefe diftrefled captives. When we reflect
that each individual of this number had pro-
bably fome tender attachment, which was.
broken by this eruel feparation ; fome pa-
rent or wife who had not an opportunity of
mingling tears in a parting embrace; per-

haps:

e s

ecomplicated diftrefs of ficknefs, chains and contemptsy
deprived of everyfond and focizl tie, and in a great
mecafure reduced to a ftate of defperation. We had
not been a fortnight at fea, before the fatal confe-
quence of this defpair appeared ; they formed a defign
of recovering their natural right, LisexT¥x, by rif-
ing and murdering every man on board, but the good-
aefs of the Almighty rendered their fcheme abortive,
ard bis mercy fpared us to have time to repent.. The
plot was difcovered ; the Ringleader ty’d by the two
thumbs over the barricade door, at fun-rife received
a number of lathes, in this fituation he remained til
fun-fet, expofed to the infults and barbarity of the
brutal crew of failors, with full leave to exercife their
cruelty at pleafure. The confequence of this was,
that next morning the miferable fufferer was found
dead, flead from the fhoulders to the waift. The next
vi&tim was a youth, who, from too ftrong a fenfe of
“his mifery refufed nourifhment, and died; difregard-
ed and unnoticed, tillthe hogs had fed on part of his
fleth. Will not Chriftianity blufh at this impious fa-
crilege ? May the relation of it ferve to call back the
firuggling remains of humanity, in the hearts of thofe
who from a love of wealth, partake in any degree of
this oppreflive gain, and have fuch an effe® on the
minds of the fincere, as may be produdtive of peace,
the happy effe@of true repentance for paft tran:irefli-
ons, and a refolution to renounce all gonnexionwith it
for the-tunc to come.

.
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haps fome infants, or aged parents, whom
his labour was to feed, and vigilancc protect;
themfelves under the moft dreadful appre-
henfion of an unknown perpetual flavery ;
confined within the narrow limits of a vef-
fel, where often feveral hundred lie as clofe
as poflible : Under“thefe aggravated diftref-
fes, they are often reduced to a ftate of
defpair, in which many have becn
frequently killed and fome deliberately
put to death under the greateft torture,
when they have attenipted to rife in order
to free themfelves from prefent mifery and
the flavery defigned them. Many accounts
of this nature might be mentioned, indeed
from the vaft number of veflels employed in
the trade, and the repeated relations in the
public prints of Negroes rifing on board the
veflels from Guinea, its more than probable
_that many fuch inftances occur ev...y year.
1 fhall only mention one example of this
kind, by which the reader may judge of
the reft ; its in Aftley’s Colletion 2 vol.
P. 449, related by John Atkins, furgeon on
board Admiral Ogle’s fquadron, of one
« Harding, mafter of a veflel in which feve-
¢ ral of the men flaves and a woman {lave
¢ had attempted torife, in order to recover
¢ their liberty ; fome of whom the maiter,
« of his owa authority, fentenced to cruel

¢ death, making them firlt cat the heart
“ and
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« andliver of one of thofe he had killed.
“ The woman he hoifted by the thumbs,
 whipped and flathed with knives berore
¢« the other flaves till the died.”* As de-
teftable

* A memorable inftance of fome of the dreadful efe
fects of the ave-trade, happened aboat five vears pait,
on a fhup from this port, thes at anchor about three
miles from fhore, near Acra Fort, on th. coaflt of Gui.
nea. They had purchafed between four and five hun-
dred Negroes, and were ready to fail for the Weft-
Indies. Itscuftomary on board thofe veflels to keep
the men fhackled two by two, each by one leg to a
fmall iron bar; thefe are every day brought on the
deck, for the benefit of aiir, and leaft they fhould at-
tempt to recover tieir freedom, they are made faft to
two common chaii.s, which are extended on zach fide
the main deck : The women and children are loofe.
"T'his was the fituation of the flaves on board this vef-
fel, when it took fire, by mcans of a perfon who was
drawing [pirits by the light of a laaap ; the cafk burft-
mg, the fire {pread with fo much violence, that in a-
bout ten minutes, the failors apprehending it impoffi.
ble to extinguifh it, befere it could reach a large
quantity of powder they had on board, concluded it
ncceflary to calt themfelves into the fea, as the only
chance of faving their lives; and firlt, they endea-
voured to loofe the chuins by which the Negroe men
were faltened to the deck, but inthe confufion the key
- being mifling, they had but juft t'me to loofe one of
the chains by wrenching the ftaple; when the vehe-
mence of the fire {fo encreafed, that they all, but one
man, jumped over board, when immediately the fire
having gained the powder, the veffel blew up with all
the flaves who remained faftened to the one chain,fanﬁ

uc
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teftable and fhocking as this may appear,
to fuch whofe hearts are not yet hardened
by the practice of that cruclty, which the
love of wealth by degrees introduceth into.
the human mind ; it will not be firange to
thofe who have been concerned or employed
1n the trade.

Now here arifes a neceflary query to thofe
who hold the balance of juftice, and who
muft be accountable to Gad for the ufe they
have made of it ; that as the principles on
which the Britith coaftitution 1s founded,
are fo favourable to the common rights of
mankind, how it has happened that the laws:
which countenance this iniquitous traflic,
have obtained the fanction of the legiflature ;
and that the executive part of the govern-
ment fhould {o long fhut their ears to con-

tinual

fuch others as had not followed the failors cxamples.
There happened to be three Portugueie vellels in fight,
who, with others from the fkore, putting out their
boats, took up about two hundred and fifty of thofc
poor fouls who remained alive ; of which numberabout
fifty died eon fhore, being moltly of thofe who were
were fettered together by iron fhackles, which as they
Jumped irto the fea, had broke their legs, and thefe
frattures being inflamed, by fo long a l%ruggle in the
fea probably mortificd, which occafioned the death of
every one that was {fo wounded. The two hundred re-
maining alive, were {oon difpofed of, for account of
the owners to other purchafers,
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tinual reports of the barbarities perpetrated
-againft this unbappy people, and leave the
trading fubjels at liberty to trample on the
moft precious raghts of others, even with-
out a rebuke. - Why are the mafters of vef-
fels thus fuffered to be the fovereign arbiters
of thelives of the miferable Negroes, and al-
lowed with impunity, thus to deftroy (may
Inot properly fay to murder) their fellow
creatures, and that by means fo cruel, as
cannat he gven related hyt with {hame and
horror,

CHAP.



[ 128 ]

CHAP. XIIL
Ufage of the Negroes, when they

arrivein the Weft-Indies. An hundred
thoufand Negroes brought from Guinea
every year to the Enili Colonies. The
number-of Negroes who die in the paflage

* and feafoning. Thefe are, properly {peak-
ing, murdered by the profecution of this
infamous traflic: Remarks on its dreadful
¢ffecls and tendency.

HEN the veflels arrive st their de-

VY ftined port in the colonies, the poor
Negroes are to be difpofed off to the plant-
ers, and here they are again expofed naked,
without any diftinction of fexes, to the bru-
tal examination of their purchafers; and
this, it may well be judged, is to many an-
other occafion of deep diftrefs. Add to this,
that near connections muft now again be fe-
parated to go with their feveral purchafers ;
this muft be deeply affecting to aﬁ, but fuch
whofe hearts are feared by the love of gain,
Mothers are feen hanging over their daugh-
ters, bedewing their naked breafts with
- tears, and daughters clinging to their pa-
rents,
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rents, not kaowing what new flage of dif-
‘trefs mulit foilow thewr feparation, or whe-
ther threy fhall ever meet again.  And here
what {ympathy ! What commiferation do
they meet with! Why, indeed, if they will
_not'fcparatc as readily as their owners think
proper, thie Whipper is called for, and the
lath is exercifed upon their naked bodies,
till obliged to part. Can any human heart,
which is not become callous by the pra&ife
of fugh cruclties, be unconccruoed, even at
the relation of fuch grievous afflition, to
which this opprefled part of our fpecies are
fubjected.

In a book printed in Liverpool, called,
The Liverpeal Memorandum, which contains
amonglt other things, an account of the
tradc of that port, thercis an exad@ lit of
the veflels employed in the Guinca trade,
and of the number of laves imported in cach
vellel ; by which it appears, that in the year
1753. the number imported to America by
-one hundred and one vclels belonging to
-that port, amounted to upwards of thirty
thouiand, and from the number of vedlels
employed by the African company, in Lon-
don and Zdriftol, we may, with fome de-
grec of certainty, conclude, there are one
hundred thoufand Negroes purchafed and
brought on board our thips yearly from the
-coaftof Africa. This is confirmedin Ander-

N _ fon’s
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fon’s hiftory of Trade and Commerce, late-
1y printed ; where it is faid, * ¢ that Eng-
«¢ land fupplies her American colonies with
¢ Negroeflaves, amounting in number to
4¢ aboveone hundred thoufand every year.”
When the veflels are full freighted with
flaves, they fail for our plantations in Ame-
rica, and may be two or three months in the
wvoyage, during which time, from the filth
and ftench that is among them, diftempers
frequently break 6ut, which carry off com-
smonly a fifth, a fourth, yea fonietimes a
third or more of them : fo that taking all the
flaves together, that are brought on board
.our thips yearly, one may reafonably fup-
pofe that at leaft-ten thoufand of them die on
the voyage. And in a printed account of
the ftate of the Negroes, -in our plantations,
it is fuppofed that a fourth part more or lefs
die at the different iflands, 1n what 1s called
the feafoning. Hence it may be prefumed,
that at a moderate computation of the flaves
who are purchafed by our African mer-
chants in a year, near thirty thoufand die
upon the voyage and in the feafoning. Add
to this, the prodigious number who are
killed in the incurfons and inteftine wars,
by which the Negroes procure the number
of flaves wanted to load the veflels. How

dreadful

—"

* Appendix to Anderfon’s Hiltory, page 63.
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dreadful then is this flave-trade, whereby
{o many thoufands of our fellow creaturcs,
free by nature, endued with-the fame rati-
onal faculties, and called to be hetrs of the
fame falvation with us; lofe their lives, and
are truly and properly fpeaking murdered
every year; for it is not neceflary in order
to convi¢t a man of murder, to make it ap-
pear, that he had an inteation to commit
murder.- Whoever does, by unjuft force or
violence, deprive another of his liberty, and
while he hath him in his power, continues
fo to opprefs him; by cruel treatment as e-
ventually to occafion his death, is actually
guilty- of murder. It is enough to make
a thoughtful-perfon tremble, to think what
a load of guilt lies upon our nation on this
account, and that the blood of thoufands of
poor innocent creatures murdered every
year in the profecution of this wicked trade,
cries alcud to Heaven for vengeance. Were
we to hear or read of a nation that deftroyed
every year, in fome other way, as many
human creatures as perith in this trade, we
fhould certainly confider them as a very
bloody barbarous people. 1If it be alledged,
that the legiflature hath encouraged and
ftill does encourage this trade. It isanfwer-
ed, that no legiflature on earth, can alter the
nature of things, fo as to make that to be
right which is contrary to the law of God,

: N 2 the
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the fupreme legiflator and governor of the
the world, and oppofcth the promulgation
of the gofpel of peace onearth, and good wwill
to man. Injultice may be mecthodized and
eftablithed by law, but {till it will be injuftice
as much as it was before, theugh its being
fo efiablifhed, may render men more infenfi-
ble of the guilt, and more bold and fecure
in the perpetration of it. .

CHAP. XIV.

Obfervations on the difpoficion
and capacity of the Negroes: Why
thought inferior to that of the Whites.
Affecting initances of the -flavery of the
Negroes. Refle®ions ther:on.

A OUBTS may arife in the minds of

of fome, whether the foregoing ac-
counts relating to the natural capacity and
good difpofition of the inhabitants of Gui-
nea, and of the violent manner in which
they are faid to be torn from their native

Iaad, is to be depended upun on; as thofe
| Negroes,
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Negroes, who are brought to us, are not
heard to complain, nor do but feldom ma-
nifeft fuch a docility and quickn=fs of parts,
as is agrecable thereto. But thofc who make
thefe objections, are defired to note the ma-
ny difcouragements the poor Africans labour
under when brought from their native land.
Let them confider, that thofe afflited ftran-
gers, though in an enlightened Chrifiian couns
try, have yet but. little opportunity or ene
couragement to exert and improve their na-
tural talents : They are conftantly employed
mn fervile labeur, and the abject condition in
which we fee them, naturally raifes an idea
of a fuperiority in ourfclves ; whence we are
apt to look upon them as an ignorant and
contemptible part of mankind. Add to this,
that they meet with very little ‘encourage-
ment of freely converfing with fuch of the
Whites, as might impart 1nftrution to them.
It 35 a fondnets for wealth, for authority or
honour which prompts moft nien, in their
endeavours to excel ; but thefe motives can
have little influence upon the minds of the
Negroes; few of them having any reafon-
able profpect of any other than a ftate of flas.
very ; fo that, though their natural capaci--
ties were ever fo good, they have ncitherin-
ducement or opportunity to exert them to
advantage : This naturally tends to deprefs
thew minds, and fink their fpirits into ha-

N 3 bits



(3¢ )

bits of idler.efs and floth, which they would,
in all likelihood, have been free from, had
they ftood upon an equal footing with
the white people. They are fuffered, with
impunity, to cohabit together, without be-
ing married, and to part, when folemnly en-
gaged to one another as man and wife;
notwithftanding the moral and religious
laws of the land, firictly prohibiting fuch
practices. This naturally tends to beget ap-
prehenfion in the moft thoughtful of thole
people, that we look upon them as a lower
race, not worthy of the fame care, nor liable
to the fame réwards and punithments as our-
felves. Neverthelefs it may with truth be
faid, that both amongft thofe whe have ob-
tainéd their freedom, and thofe who re-
main in fervitude, fome have manifefted a
itrong {agacity and an exemplary upright-
nefs of heart. If this hath not been gene-
rally the cafe with them, is it a matter of fur-
prize ?. Have we not reafon to make the
fame complaint of many white fervants,
when difcharged from our fervice, though
many of them have had much greater op-

ortunities of knowledge and improvement
than the blacks ; who even, when free, la-
bour under the fame difficulties as before,
having but little accefs to, and intercourfe
with the moft reputable white people ; they

remain confined within their former limit;
| | - 0
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of converfation. And if they feldom com-
plain of the unjuft and cruel ufage they have
received in being forced from their native
country, &v. it 1s not to be wondered at;
it being a confiderable time after theirarrival
amongft us, before they can {peak our lan-
guage ; and, by the time they are able to
exprefs themfelves, they have great reafon
to believe, that little or no notice would be
taken of their complaints, yet let any per-
fon enquire of thofe who were capable of re-
flection before they were brought from tueir
native land, and he will hear fuch affe&ing
relations, which, if rot loft to the common
feelings of humanity, will fenfibly affect-hid -
heart. The cafe of a poor Negroe, not long -
fince brought from Guinea, 1s a recent in-
ftance of this kind. From his firft arrival,
he appeared thoughtful and dejected, fre-
quently dropping tears when taking notice
of his mafler’s children, the caufe of which
was not knowntill he was able to fpeak En-
glith, when the account he gave of himfelf
was, * That he had a wife and children 1n
“ his own country ; that fome of thefe be-
“ ing fick and thirfty, he went, in the night
¢ time, to fetch water at a fpring, where
¢ he was violently feized and carried away
¢¢ by perfons, who lay in wait to catch men,
¢ trom whence he was tranfported to Ame-
¢ rica. The remcmbrance of his family,
: friends
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‘“ friends and othcr counections, left behind,
“ which he never expected to fee any more,
“ were the principal caufc of his aejection
“ andgriet.” Many cales equally attecting
might be here mentioned, but one more ine
ftance which fell under the notice of a pers
ton of credit will fuffice. One of thele wretch-
¢d creatures, then about so years of age,
mformed him, ¢ That being violently torn
¢ from a wite and f&veral children in Gui-
‘ nea, he was fold in Jamaica, wherenever
*“ expeéling to fee his native land or family
* any more, he joined himfelt to a Negroc
¢ woman, by whom he had two children ;
¢ after fome years, it fuiting thc intercit
“ of nis owner to remove him, he was fe-
*¢ parated from this fecond wite and child-
“ ren, and brought to South-Carolina,
* where, expecting to fpend the remaindcr
*¢ of his days, he engaged with a third wite,
* by whom he had another child ; but here
*“ the fame confequence of one man being
* fubject to the will and pleafure of another
“ man occurring, he was feparated from
¢ this laft wife and child, and brought in=
¢ this country, where he remained a ilave.””
Can any, whofe mind is not rendered quite
obdurate by the love of wealth, hear thele
rchations, without being deeply touched
with fympathy and ferrow; and doubt-
lefs the calc of many, very many of thefe af-

S flicted
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flicted people, upon enguiry would be found
to be attended with circumitances equally
tragical and aggravating. And, if we cn-
quire of thofe Negrocs who were brought
away from their native country when child-
ren, we thall ind mott of them to have been
ftolen away when abroad from their pa-
rents, on the roads, in the woods, or watch-
ing their corn-fields. -Now, you that have
ftudied the book of confcience, and you
that are learned in the law, what will you
fay to fuch deplorable cafes. When, and
how have thele opprefled people forfeited
their liberty ? Does not juftice loudly call
for its being reftored to them? Have they
not the fame right todemand it as any of us
fhould have, if we had been violently {natch-
cd by Pyrates from our native land ? Is it
not the duty of every difpenfer of juftice,
who s not forgetful of his own humanity,
to remember, that thefe are men, and to de-
clare them free? Where inftances of fuch
cruelty frequently occur, and are neither
enquired into, nor redieffed by thofe whote
duty it is, fofeck judgment, and relieve the op-
preffed, Haiahi. r7. What can be expeéted
but that the groans and cries of thefe fuffer-
ers will reach Heaven, and what fhall we do
when God rifeth up and when he vifiteth, What
will ye aniwer him? Did not bhe that made
them, mate us; and did net one fafbton wus in
the womb. Job xxxi. 14. CHAP.
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CH AP XIV.
The Expediency: of a general

freedom being granted to the Negroes
confidered. Reafons why it might be pro-

ductive of advantage and fafety to the Co~
lonies..

YT is fcarce to be doubted, but that the

foregoing accounts will beget in the
heart of the confiderate readers, an earneft
defire to fee aftop put. to this complicated
cvil, but the objcction with many is, What
fhall be done with thofe Negroes alrcady.
imported and born in our families?! Muit
they befent to-Africa?. That would be to
expofe them in-a ftrange land to greater dif-
ficulties than many of them labour under at
prefent. To fet them fuddenly free here,
would be, perhaps; attended with no lefs
difficulty ; for undifciplined as they are in
religion and virtue, they might give a loofe
to thofe evil habits, which the fear of a maf-
ter would have reftrained.. Thefe are objec-
tions which weigh with many well difpofed.
people, and it muft be granted thefe are dif-
ficulties inthe way ; nox can any general

change
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change be made or reformation affected
without fome; but the difhculties are not
fo great but that they may be furmounted.
If the government was fo confiderate of the
iniquity and danger attending on this prac-
tice as to be willing to feek a remedy, doubt-
les, the Almighty would blefs this good
intention, and f{uch methods would be
thought of, as would not only put an end
to the unjuft oppreflion of the Negroes, but
might bring them under regulations that
would enable them to becomne profitable
members of fociety. For the furtherance of
which , the following propofals are offered
to confideration : That all farther importati-
on of flaves be abfolutely prohibited ; and as
to thofe born amongft us, after ferving fo
long as may appear to be equitable, let them
by law be declared free.  Let every
one thus fet free, be enrolled in] the coun-
ty courts, and be obliged to be a refident
during a certain number of years within
the faid county, under the care of the over-
feers of the poor. Thus being, in fome
fort, ftill under the direction of governors
and the notice of thofe who were formerly
acquainted with them, they would be oblig-
ed to act the more circumipeétly, and make
proper ufe of their liberty, and their child-

rcn
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ren would have an opportunity of dobtaining
{fuch inftruétion asis ncceflary to the com-
mon occafions of life, and thus both parents
and children might gradually become ufeful
members of the community. And further,
where the nature of the country would per-
mit, as certainly the uncultivatcd condition
of our fouthern and moft weltern colonies
eafily would: fuppofe a fmall tract of land
were afligned to every Negroe family, and
they obliged to hwe upon and improve it,
(when not hired out ¢o work for thc white
people) this would encourage them to exert
their abilities and become induftrious fub-
je&ts. Hence both planters and tradeimen
would be plentifully fupplied with chearful
and willing minded labourers, much vacant
land would be cultivated; the produce of
the country be juftly encrcafed ; the taxes
for the fupport of government leflened to
individuals by the encrecafe of taxables. And
the Negroes, initcad of being and object of
Terror*, as they certainly muft be to the go-

vernments

* The hard ufage the Negroes meet with in the
plantations,and the great difproportion between them
and the white people, will always be a jult caufe of
terror. In Jamiica and fome parts of South-Caroli-
na, itis fuppofed that there age fiftcen blacks o onc
" white,
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vernments where their numbers are great,
would become interefted in their fafety and
welfare.

CHAP. XV.

Anfwer to a miftaken opinion, that.
the warmth of the climate in the Weft-
Indies will not permit white people to la-
bour there. No complaint of difability
in the whites in that refpect in the fettle-
ment of the iflands. Idlenefs and difeafes
prevailed as the ufe of flaves encreafed.
The great advantage which might accruc
to the Bniufth nation, if the flave trade
was entirely laid afide, and a fair and
friendly commerce eftablifhed through
the whole coaft of Africa..

Tis frequently offered as an argument
in vindication of the ufe of Negroe flaves..
That the warmth of the climate in the Weft
Indies, will not permit white people to la-
bour in the culture of theland; but upon.
an acquaintance with the nature of the cli-

matc, and its effects upon fuch labouring
O white



( 142 )

white people as are prudent and moderate
in labour and the ufe of fpirituaus liquors,,
this will be found to be a miftaken opinioa..
Thofe iflands were, at firft, wholly cultivat-
ed by white men ; the encouragement they
then met with for a long courfe of years.
was fuch as occafioned a great encreale of
people. Richard Ligon, in his hiftory of
Barbadoes, where he refided from the year
1647 to 1650, about 24 years after its firft
fettlement, writcs, ¢¢ that there was then
¢ fifty thoufand fouls on that dfland, be-
_ % fides Negroes ; and that though the wea-
'%¢ ther was very hot, yet not fo {calding,
<¢ but that fervants, both Chritians and
¢ flaves laboured ten houwxs a day.” By
other accounts we gathcr, that the white
people have fince decreafed to lefs than one
half the number which was there at that
time; and by relations of the firR fettle-
ments of the other iflands, we do net mect
with any complaints of unfitnefs in the white
people for labour there, before flaves were
introduced. The ifland of Hifpaniola, which.
1s one of the largeft of thofe illands, was at
firft planted by the Bucaneers, a fet of har-
dy laborious men, who continyed fo for a
long courfe of years, till following the ex-
ample of their neighbours in the purchafe
and ufe of Negroe Slaves, idlenefs and ex-
cefs prevailing, debility and difeafg natm'iil:

7
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Iy fucceeded, and have ever fince conti~
nued. If, under proper regulations, liber-
ty was proclaimed through the colonies, the-
Negroes, from a dangerous grudging half
fed flaves, might become able willing mind-
ed Labourers. And if there was not a fuffi-
cient number of thefe to- do the neceffary
work, a competent number of labouring:
people might be procured from Europe,
which affords numbers of poor diftrefled ob-
jects, who, if notoverlooked, with proper
ufage, might, in feveral refpeéts, better an-
fwer every good purpofe in performing the
neceflary labour in the iflands than the 8aves.
now de..

A farther confiderable advantage might
accrue to-the Britifh mation in general, if
the flave trade was laid afide, by the cultiva.
tion of a fair, friendly and humane coms
merce with the Africans, without which.
&t is not poffible the inland trade of that
country fthould ever be extended to the de-
gree itis capable of ; for while the {pirit of
butchery and making flaves of each other
1s promoted by the Europeans amongit the
Negroes, no mutual confidence can take
place ; nor will the Europeans be able to
travel with fafety into the heart of their
country to form and cement fuch commer-
cial friendfhips and alliances as might be
ncceflary.to introduce the arts and {ciences

amongit
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amongft them, and engage their attention
to inftruction in the principles of the Chri-
ftian religion, which is the only fure foun-
dation of every focial virtue. Africa has a-
bout ten thoufand miles of fea coaft, and
extends in depth near three thoufand miles
from eaft to weft, and as much from north
to fouth ; ftored with vaft treafures of mate-
rials neceflary for the trade and manufac-
tures of Great-Britain, and from its climate
and the fruitfulnefs of its foil, capable, un~
der proper management, of producing, in
the greateft plenty, moft of the commodities.
which are imported into Europe from thofe
sparts of America fubject to the Englith Go-
vernment,* and as in return they would
take our manufactures, the advantages of
this trade would foon become fo great,
that it is evident this fubjet merits the re-
gard and attention of the government,

& See note page, 109.
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EXTRACT, &-c

O M E perfons refpetable in the law,
having given it as their opinion,

“ That a flave, by coming from the Wefl-Indies
¢ to Great-Britain or Ireland, either with or
« awithout bis mafler, doth not become free, or
s that his mafler’s property or right in him is
“ not theireby determined or varied ;——and
¢ that the mafter may legally compel him to re-
“ turn again to the plantations.’’———'This
caufes our Author to remark, that thefe
Lawyers, by thus ftating the cafe, merely
on one fide of the queftion, (I mean in fa-
vour of the mafter) have occafioned an un-
juft prefumption and prejudice, (plainlyin-
confiftent with the laws of the realm)and a-
gainft the other fide of the queftion; as
they have not fignified that their opinion
was only conditional and not abfolute, and
muft be underftood on the part of the maf-
ter, ¢ that be can produce an authentic agree-
ment ér contracl in writing, by which it fhall
appear, that the faid flave hath veluntary bound
bimfelf without compulfion or illegal durefs””
Page 5.Indeed there are many inftances of

perfons being freed from flavery by the lavg;
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of England, but (God be thanked) there 1s
ncither law nor even a precedent, (at leaft I
have not been able to find one) of a legal
determination to juftify a mafter in claim-
ing or detaining any perfon whatfoever asa
flave in England, who has not voluntarily
bound himfelf as fuch by a contract in writ-
ing.

Page 20. An Englifh fubject cannot be
madc a flave without his own free confent,
but — a foreign flave 1s made a fubject
with or without his own confent; there
needs no contract for this purpefe as in the
other cafe ; nor any other act or deed what-
foever, but that of his being landed in Eng-
land ; foraccording to a ftatute of 32d Hen-
¥y, VI c. 16. Scét. 9. ¢ Every alien or firan-
¢ ger, born out of the King's ebetfance, nat bein;
“ demizen, which now or bereafter fhall come
 qnto this realm, or elfewhere awithin the
“ King's dominions, fball, after the faid fir?
¢ of September next coming, be beunden by andd
““ unto the laws and flatutes of this realm, and
te all and fingular the contents of the fame.’
Now it muit be obferved, that though
this law makes no diftinftion of bend or free,
neither of colours or complexions, whether
of black, brewn, or white, for  every alicn
“ or firanyer {(without exception) are bounden
“ byandunto the law, &c.”

This binding or obligation, is properly

expreficd

“tgn
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exprefled by the Englith word Ligeance, (a2
Ligande) which may be either perpetual or
temporary. Wood 6. 1. c. 3. p. 37. but one
of thefe is indifpenfably due to the Sovereign
from all ranks and conditions of people,
their being bounden unto the laws, (upon
which the Sovereign’s right is founded) ex-
prefles and implies this fubjection to the laws,
and thercfore to alledge, that an alien is not
a fubje&t, becaufe he is in bondage, 1s not
only a plea without foundation, but a con-
tradiction in terms, for every perfon who
in any refpect is in fubjection to the laws,
muft undoubtedly be a fubject.

I come now to the main point——¢¢ ¢that
every man, woman, or child, that now is, or
bereafter fhall be an inhabitant or refiant of this
kingdom of England, deminien of Wales, or
town of Berwick upon Tweed,” is, in fome
retpect or other, the King’s fubject, and as
fuch, is abfolutely fecurein his, or her per-
Sfenal liberty, by virtue of a ftatute, 31t Car,
Il. ch. 11, and particularly by the 12th Sect.
of the fame (whercin fubjeéts of all condi-
t:ons are plainly included.)

This act 1s exprefsly intended for the bet-
ter {fecuring the liberty of the fubjeét, and for
prevention of imprifonment beyond the
feas. It contains no diftinction of * natural
born, naturalized, denizen, or alien [ubjell, nor
of white or black, freemen or even of bond meny

. (cxcept
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(except in the cafe alrcady mentioned of o
contract in writing, by which it fhall appear,
that the faid flave have voluntarily bound bim-
Jelf without compulfion or illegal durefs) allowed
by the 13th Sect. and the exception likewife
m the 14th Sect. concerning felons, but they
are all included under the general titles of
¢ the fubjecl, any of the [ard fubjells,’ every
Such perfon, &rc. Now the definition of the
word ¢ perfon’’ in its relative or civil capaci-
ty (according to Wood. b. 1.c. 11. . 27)
15 etther the Kino or a fubjelt. Thefe arc the
only capital diffinctions that can be made ;
though the latter confilts of a variety of de-
nominations and degrees.

But if I were even to allow, that a Negroe
fave is not a fubjet, (though 1 think I have
clearly proved that he 1s) yet it is plain, that
fuch an one ought not te be denied the be-
nefit of the King's court, unlefs the flave-
holder fhall be able to prove likewife, that
beis not a Man, becaule every man may be
Jree to fue tor and defend bis right in our
sourts, fays a ftat. 20th Edw. 11I. Ch. 4.and
elfewhere according tolaw. And 7o man of
what eflate or conditisn that he be, (here can
be no exception whatfoevet) fball be put out
of land or tenement, nor takern ner imprifoned,
aor difinberited, nor put to death, without being
brought in anfwer by due procefs of the law.
28th Edw. lIl. Ch: 3. No man thcrcfoge,bqf

whoat
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swbat eftate or condition that be be, ean lawe
fully be detained in England as ¢ feve, be-
caufe we have no law, whereby a roan may be
condemned to favery, without his own con-
fent, (for even convited feloms muft,  ix
gm court pray te be tranfparted,”’) fce Habeas
orpus act, Se@. 14. and therefore there
canpot be any ¢ due procefs of the law,” tend=-
mg to fo bafe a purpofe: It follows, there-
fore, that every man who prefumes to de-
tain any perfen whatfoever as a flave, other-
wife than by virtue of a written contract, als
manifeftly without % due prace/s of the low.”
and conlgqucntl 1 liable to the flaves
“ athion of fay! tmprifonment,”  becaufe
& cvery man may be free to fuc, &c. fo that
the flave-holder cann&t avail hitl?fc:flﬁ?{ hws
Amagin operty, either e afhitance
of the“Zoﬁxfx‘og’ law, orb,gf a cowt of
equity, (except it appears that the faid flave
bas voluntary bound bimfelf without comr
pulfuan, or ilZgal durefs) for in bath, his fui¢
will certaisly appear both unjuft and indefea-
fible. The former cannot affift him, becanfe
the ftatute law at prefent is fo far from fup-
poling any man in a ftate of {lavery, that it
cannot even permit fuch a flate, except im
the two cafes mentioned in the 13thand 14th
Section of the Habeas Corpus aét; and the
courts of equity likewife muft neceflarily
decide againit him, becayfe his mere merce-
nary
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nary plea, of private property, cannot, equit-
ably in a cafe betwecn (man and man,)ftand in
competition with that fsferior property which
every man muft neceflarily be allowed to
have in his own proper grﬁm.

How then is the flave-holder to fecure
what he efteems his fro{serty.? Perhaps he will
endeavour clandeftinely to feize the fuppofed
flave in order to tranfport him, (with or
without bis confent) to the colonies, where
fuch property it allowed: But let him take
care what he does, the very attempt is pu-
nithable, and even the making over his pro-

rty to another for that purpofe, renders
ziem equally liable to the fevere penalties of
" the law, for a bil: of fale may certainly be
included under the terms exprefled in the
Habeas Corpus a&, 12th Se&. viz. « Anywar-
rant or writing for fuch commitment, detainer,
imprifonment or tranfportation, &el* 1t is alfo
dangerous for a counfellor orany otherperfon
toadvife’’ (fee the at ¢ fhallbeadvifing”’) fuch
proceedings by faying, ¢ that a mafler may
legally compel bim, (the flave) to return agan
to the plantations.’”’ Likewife an Attorney,
Notary-public, or any other perfon, who
thall prefume to draw up, negotiate, or even
to witnefs a bill of fale, or other inftrument,
for fuch committment, &. offends equally
againit the law, becaufe, < 4//, or any per-
fon or perfons that fball frame, contrive, write,

Jeal
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Jeal or counterfign any warrant, or writing for
Juch commitment, detainer, imprifonment or tranf~ .
portation, or fball be advifing, aiding or affifi-
ing ir the fame, or any of them,”’ are liable to
all the penalties of the at. « And the Plain-
toff, in every fuch altion, fhall have judgment to
recaver bis treble cofts, befides damages ; which
damages [c to be given, fhall not be lefs than frve
hundred pounds ;” fo that the injured may
have amgple fatisfaction for their fuflerings ;
and cven a judge may not dirvect or infiruct
a jury contrary to this ftatute whatever his
private opinion may be concerning property
in flaves ; becaufe, no order or command, nor
no infjunclion, is allowed to interfere with
this golden actof liberty. ~
I have before obferved, that the ge-
neral term, ¢ every Alien,” includes a/l
Slrangers whatfiever, and renders them fub-
sect to the King and the laws during their re-
fidence in this kingdom ; and this is certain-
ly true, whether the aliens be Turks, Moors,
Arabians, Tartars, or even favages from any
part of the world.—Men are rendered ob-
r.oxious to the laws by their offences, and
not by the particular denomination of their
rank, order, parentage, colour or country,
and therefore, though we, thould fuppol{,
that any particular body of people whatfoe-
cver were not known, or had in confidera-
tion by the legiflature at the different times
B when
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when the fevere penal lTaws were made, yet
no man can reafonably conceive, that fuch
men are exempted .on this account from the
penalties of the faid laws, when legally con-
wviéted of having offended againft them.
Laws calculated for the moral purpofe of
preventing oppreflion, are likewife ufually
fuppofed to be everlafting, and to make up
a part of our happy conftitution ; for which
reafon, though the kind of oppreffion to be
uarded againft, and the penalties for of-
fenders are minutely defcribed therein, yet’
the perfons to be protected are comprehend-
ed in terms as general as poffible ; that ¢ »o
perfon who now is, or bereafter hall be an in-
habitant or refiant in this kingdom, (fee Habe-
as Corpus act, Sect. 12th) may feem to be
excluded from -protetion. The general
terms of the feveral ftatutes before cited are
fo full and clear, that they admit of no ex-
ception whatfoever, for all perfons, (Ne-
groes as well as others) muft be included in
the terms ; “ the fubject ;—no fubje of  this
realm that now 1s, or hereafter fhall be an in-
habitant,&c. any [ubjelt ; every fuch perfon, fee
Habeas Cor. act. Alfo, every man may be
Jree to fue,&c. 20th Edward 1II. Cap. 4, and
no man, of what eflate or condition than ke be,
fhall be taken nor imprifoned. &-c. True juf-
tice makes no refpect of perfons, and can
never deny to any one that blefling to
| - -which
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which all mankind have an undoubted right,
their natural liberty : Though the law makes
no mention of Negroe flaves, yet this is
no juft argument for excluding them from
the general protection of our happy confti-
tution. o

Neither can the objection, that Negroe
flaves were not ¢ had in confideration - or
contemplation’”> when thefe laws were
made, prove any thing againft them; but,
on the contrary, much in their favour ; for
both thefe circumftances are firong prefump-
tive proofs, that the practice of importing
flaves intothis kingdom, and retaining them
as fuch, is aninnovation entirely foreign to
the fpirit and intention of the }’aws now in
force.

—— Page 79. A toleration of flavery, is,
m effett, a toleration of inhumanity; for
there are wretches in the world, who make
no {cruple to gain, by wearing out their
flaves with continual labour, and a fcanty
allowance, before they have lived out half
their natural days. ’Tis notorious, that
this is too oftenthe cafein the unhappy coun-
tries where flavery is tolerated.

See the account of the European fettle-
ments in America, Part VI. Chap. 11. con-
cerning the  mifery of the Negroes, great
wafle of them, <rc. which informs us, not

only of a moft fcandalous profanation of the
B - Lord’s
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Lord’s day, but alfo, of another abominati”
on, which muit be infinitely more hcinous
in the fight of God, wiz. oppreflion carricd
to fuch excefs, as to be even deftructive of
the human fpecies.

At prefent the inhumanity of conftrained
Iabour in excefs, extends no fartherin Ling-
land, than to our beafts, as poft and hack-
ney horfes, fand afles, <. '

But thanks to our laws, and not to the
general good difpofition of mafters, that
it is {o, for the wretch, who is bad enough
to mal-treat a helplefs beaft, would not fpare
his fellow man, it hc had him as much in
his power.

The maintenance of civilliberty, is there-
fore, ablolutcly neceflary to prevent an en-
creafe of our national guilt, by the addition
of the horrid crime of tyranny.—Notwith-
ftanding that the plea of neceflity cannot
here be urged, yet this is ro reafon why
an increafe of the pradtice 1s not to be feared.

Our North America colonies afford us a
melancholy inftance to the contrary ;—for
though the climate in general is fo whole-
fome and temperate, that it will not autho-
rife this plea of neceflity forthe employment
of {laves, any more than our own, yet the
pernicious practice of flave-holding is be-
come almoft general in thofe parts. At New-
York, for initance, the jnfringement on cr-

vil
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vil or domeftic liberty is become notorious,
notwithftanding the political controverfies
of the inhabitants in praife of liberty; but
no panegyrick on this fubject (howfoever
elegant 1n itfelf) can be graceful, or edify-
ing from the mouth, or pen of one of thofe
provincials ; becaufe men, who do not {cru-
ple to detain others in flavery, have but a
very partial and unjuft claim to the protection
of the laws of liberty; and indeed it too
plainly appears, that they have no real re-
gard for liberty, farther than their own
private interefts are concerned ; and (confe-
quently) that they have f{o little deteftation
for defpotifm and tyranny, that they do not
dcruple to exercife them whenever their ca-
price excites them, or their private intereft
feems to require an exertion of their power
over their miferable flaves.

Every petty planter, who avails himfelf
of the fervicc of flaves, is an arbitrary mo-
narch, or rather a lawlefs Bafthaw in his own
territories, notwithftanding that the imagi-
nary freedom of the province wherein he re-
fides, may feem to forbid the obfervation.

The boafted liberty of our American co-
lonies, therefore, has folittle right to that
facred name, that'it feems to differ from the
arbitrary power of defpotic monarchs, only
in one circumftance, ©iz. that it is a many-
beaded monfler of tyranny, which entirely fub-

3 veres
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vertsour moft excellent conftitution, becaufe
liberty and flavery are fo eppofite to each
other, that they cannot fubfift in the fame
community. ¢ Political liberty (in mild or
¢ awell regulated governments) makes civil li-
<< berty valuable ; and whofoever is deprived
€ of the latter, is deprived alfo of the former.’
‘Thisobfervation of the learned Montefquieu,
1 hope, fufliciently juftifies my cenfure of
the Americans for thcir notorious violation
of civil liberty. The New-York Journal,
or, The General Advertifer, for Thurfday,
22d O&ober 1767, Gives Notice by Adver-
tifement of no lefs than eight different per-
fons who have efcaped from flavery, or are
pu; up to public fale for that horrid pur-

e.
That I may demontftrate the indecency of
fuch proceedings ina free country, I fhall
take the liberty of laying fome of thefe Ad-
vertifements before my readers, by way of
example.

¢ T6 be SOLD for Want of Employment,
¢ A likely ftrong active Negroe Man, of
¢¢ about 24 years of age, this country born,
¢ (N.B. A natural born fubject) underftands
¢ moft of a Baker’s trade and a good deal
¢ of farming bufinefs, and can do all forts
¢¢ of houfe-work :— Alfo, A healthy Negroe
¢ Wench, of about 21 years old, is a tole-
“¢¢ rable Cook, and capable of doing all fortz_

119 )
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¢ of houfe-work, can be well recommend-
¢ ed for her honefty and fobriety : She has
¢« a female child of nigh three years old,
¢ which will be fold with the Wench if re-
¢ quired, &’c.”” Here is not the leaft confi-
deration or fcruple of confcience for the in-
humanity of parting the mother and young
child. From the ftile, one would {uppofe the
Advertifement to be of no more importance
than if it related merely to the fale ofa cow
and her calf,and that the cow thould be fold
with or without her calf according as the
purchafer thould require.—But not only
Negroes, but even American Indians are de-
tained in the fame abominable flavery in our
colonies, though there cannot be any rea-
fonable pretence whatfoever, for holding
one of thefe as private property ; for even,
if a written coutract thould be produced as
a voucher in fuch a cafe, there would {ftill
remain great fufpicion, that fome undue ad-
vantage had been taken of the Indians igno-
rance concerning the nature of fuch a bond.
¢ Run away, on Monday the 21/} inflant,
“ from J—n T——s, Efq; of Weft-Chefter

¢ County, in the province of New-York,
¢ An Indian flave, named Abraham, he
“ may have changed his name, about 23
‘¢ years of age, about five feet five inches.’”
Upon the whole, I think, I may, with
‘jultice conclude, that thofe Advertifements
' difcover

"~ & ©
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difcover a fhameclefs proftitution and in-
fringement on the common and natural
rights of mankind.—But hold! perhaps the
Americans mav be able, with too inuch
juftice, toretoi< this fevere reflection, and
may refer us to news-papers publifhed cven
in the free city of London, which ccntain
Advertifements, not lefs difhonourable than
theirown. Sec Advertifement in the Pub-
lic Ledger of 51ft December, 1761.
“ Isr S ALE,

¢« A beulily Negrce G I R L, aged a-
¢ bout fiftecn ycars; fpeaks good Englifh,
¢« works at her necdle, walhes well, does
¢ houthold work, and has had the fmall- .
¢« pox. By]J. W. &¢c.”

Another Advertifement, not long ago,
offered a reward for {topping a female flave
who had left her miftrefs in Hatton-garden.
And in the Gazctteer of 18th April 1769,
appearcd a very extraordinary Advertife-
ment, with the fellowing tide.

¢ Horfes, Tim 1Vifky, and blact Boy,
¢ To be Sold, at the Bull and Gate Inn,
“ Holborn, A wery goed Tim Wifly, little
« the worfe for wear, <c.”” afterwards ¢ a
 Chefnut Gelding.”—Then, A very good grey
¢ Mare”’—and laft of all, (as if of the leaft
confequence)t 4 weil made good tempered Black
¢ Bsy, hehas lately had the fmall-pox, and
¢ will be fold to any gentleman.  Enquire
¢ as above.” ) Another
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Another Advertifement in the fame pa-
per, contains a very particular defcription
ot a Negroe man, called Feremiah ——,
¢ and concludes as follows :—Whoever de-
“ delivers him to Capt. M U y, on
¢ board the Elizabeth at Prince’s ftairs, Ro-
 therhithe, on or before the 3:ft inftant,
¢¢ fhall receive thirty Guineas Reward, or
¢¢ ten Guincas for fuch intelligence as fhall
¢ enable the Captain or his Mafter, effectu-
¢ ally to fecure him. The utmoft fecrecy
¢ may be depended on.” It is not on ac-
count of fhame, that men, who are capable
of undertaking the defperate and wicked
employment of kidnappers, are fuppofed tp
be tempted to {uch a bufinefs, by a promife,
““ of the utmoft fecrecy.” But this muit be from
a fenfe of the unlawfulnefs of the act propof-
ed to them, that they may have lefs reafon
to fear a profecution. And as fuch a kind of
pcople are fuppofed to undertake any thing
tor money, the Reward of thirty Guineas
was tendered at the top of the Advertide-
ment in capital letters. No man can be fafe,
be he white or black, if temptations to break
the laws are fo {hametully publithed in our
news-papers.

A Creole Black Boy, 1s alfo offered to fale in
the Daily Advertifer of the fame date.

Befides thefe inftances, the Americans

may perhaps taunt us with the fhameful
trcatment

[

[,
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treatment of a poor Negroe fervant, who
not long ago was put up to fale by publicauc-
tion, togcther with the effects of his bank-
rupt mafter. Alfo, that the prifons of
this free city have been frequently proftitut-
ed of late by the tyrannical and dangerous:
practice of confining Negroes, under the’
pretence of flavery, though there has been:
- no warrants whatfoever tor their commit-
ment.

This circumftance of confining a man
without a warrant, has fo great a refem-
blance to the proceedings of a Popifh inquj~
fition, that it is but too obvious what dan-

erous practicesfuch fcandalous innovations |
if permitted to grow more into ufe) are li-
able to introduce. No perfon can be fafe,
- if wicked and defigning men have it in their
power, undcr the preterec of private pro-
Ferty as a flave, to throw a man clandeftine-
without a warrant into goal, and to con-
ceal him there, until they can conveniently
difpofe of him. ,

A free man may be thus robbed of his li-
berty, and carried beyond the feas, with-
out having the leaft opportunity of making
his cafe known ; which fheuld teach us how
jealous we ought to be of all imprifonments
made without the authority, or previous
examination of a civil magiftrate.

The diftinction of colour will, in a fhort

tune,
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time, be no protettion againft fuch outrs-
ges, efpecially, as not .only Negroes, but
Mullatoes, and even American Indians,
(which appears by ane .of the Advertife-
ments before quoted) are retained in flavery
in our American colonies; for there are
many honeft weather-heaten Englithmen,
who have as little reafon to boaft of their
complexion as theIndians. And indeed the
more northern Indians, have no difference
from us in complexion, but fuch as is occa-
fioned by the climate or different way of
living. The plea of private property, there-
fore, cannot by any means juftify a private
. .commitment of any perfen whatfeever to
to prifon, becaufe of the apparent danger
and tendency of fuch an innovation. This
dangerous practice of concealing in prifon,
was attempted in the cc’e of Jonathan
Strong ; for the door-keeper .of the P--It--y
C—pt—r (or fome perfon who alted for
him) abfolutely refufed for two days to per-
mit this poor injured Negro to be feen or
{poke with, though a perfon went on pur-
pofe both thofe days to demand the fame.
~=——All laws qught to be founded upon the
principle of ¢ doing as one woield be done by,
and indecd this principle feems to be the ve«
ry bafis of the Englith conftitution, for
what precaution could poflibly be more ef-
FeQtual for that purpofe, than the right we

. enjoy
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enjoy of being judged by our Peers, credi-
table perfons of the vicinage; efpecially, as
we may likewife claim the right of except-
ing againft any particular juryman, who
might he fufpected of partiality.

. This law breathes the pure {pirit of liber-
ty, equity and {ociallove; being calculated
to maintain that confideration and mutual
regard, which one perfon ought to have for
another howfoever unequal in rank or fta-
tion.

But when any part of the community,
under thepretence of private property,is de-
prived of this common privilege, ’tis a vio-
lation of civil liberty, which 1s entirely in-
confiftent with tk={ocial principles of a frce
ftate.

‘True liberty protects the labourer, as well
as his Lord ; preferves the dignity of hu-
man nature, and {eldom fails to render a
province rich and populous; whereas, on
the other hand, a toleration of flavery is the
higheft breach of focial virtue, and not only
tends to depopulation, but too often renders
the minds of both mafters and {laves utter-
ly depraved and inhuman, by the hateful
extremes of exaltation and depreflion.

If fuch a toleration fhould ever be gener-
ally admitted in England, (which God for-
bid) we fhall no longer deferve to be efteem-

eda civilized people; becaufe, when the
cuftom
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«<uftoms of uncivilized nations, and the -
civiized cuflsms which difgrace ourown colonies,
arc become fo familiar, as to be permitted
amoagit-us with impunity, we ourfclves
muft infenfibly degenerate to the fame de-
~gree of balenefs with thofe from whom
fuch bad cuftoms were derived, and may
too foon have the mortification to fee the
hateful extremes of tyranny and flavery fof-
tered under every roof.’

Then muft the happy medium of a well
regulated liberty be neceflarily compelled to
and fhelter in fome more civilized country,
where focial virtue, and that divine precept,
““ Thou fbalt love thy neighbour as thyfelf,” are
better underftood.

An attempt to prove the dangerous ten-
dency, injuftice and difgrace of tolerating
lavery amongft Englithmen, would in any
former age have been cfteemed as fuperflu-
ous and ridiculous, as if a man fhould un-
dertake in a formal manuer to prove, that
darknefs is not light.

Sorry am I, that the.depravity of the pre-
fent age has made a demonftration of this
kind neceflary.

Now that [ may fum up the amount of
what has been faid in a ﬁngle fentence, I
thall beg leave to conclude in the words af
the great fir Edward Coke, which though

C fpoken
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{poken on a diflerent occafion, are yct ap-
plicable to this, fee Rufthworth’s Hiit. Col.
An., 1628. 4. Caroli. fol. s40.
¢ It would be no honour to a king or
¢ kingdom, to be a king of bondmen or
4¢ flaves, the end of this would be -both de-
4¢ decus + and damnum } both to king and
¢¢ kingdom, that in former times have been
¢¢ forenowned.” |

e

- Note, at page 63. According to the laws
of Jamaica printed at Londonin 176. < If
« any flave having been one whole year in
« this ifland, (fays an aét, N9 64, clufe 5.
¢ p. 114) fhall run away, and continue ab-
¢ fent from: his owners fervice for the fpace
¢ of thirty days, upon complaint and proof
« &c. before any two juftices of the peace,
¢ and three frecholders, &c. it fhal and
¢¢ may be hawtul for fuch juftices and free-
¢¢ holders to order fuch flave to be punithed
“ by cutting off one of the feet of fuch flave, ar
s¢ inflict fuch .other corporal punithment as
<¢ they fhallthint £t.” Now that 1 may in-
form my readers what corporal punifhments
arc fometimes thought fit to be infli¢ted, I
will refer to the teftimony of fir Hans Sloan,
(fee voyage to the iftands of Madeira, Barba-
does, &c. and Jamaica, with the natural hif

tory of the laft of thefe iftands, &c. Lordon
. " 1 70 7.

¥ Dilgrace.” 1 Lois.
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ryo7. Introduction, p. 56, and §7.) ¢ The
¢« punithment for crimes of flaves (fays he)
« are ufually for rebellions burning them, bK
¢: nailing them down on the ground wit
« crooked fticks, on every limb, and then
< applying the fire by degrees from the feet
« and hands, burning them gradually up-
“ to the head, whereby their {taz}u are ex-
« travagant ; for crimes of a lefler nature
« gelding, or chopping off half the foot with:
« an axc.. Thefe punifhments are fuffered
“ by them with great conftaricy.~——-For
« negligence, thcy are ufually whipped by
¢ the overfeers: with lance-wood {witches,
¢ till they be bloody, and feveral of the
« {witches broken, being firft tied u; -
¢ their hands in the mill houfes. ~Ad
“ ter they are whipped till they are raw,
¢ fome put on their fkins pepper and falt,
¢ to make them {mart ; at other times their
“ malfters will drop melted wax on their
¢ fkins, andufefeveral veryexquifite torments.”
Sir Hans adds, ¢¢ Thefe punifhments are
¢ {ometimes merited by the blacks, who are
¢ a very perverfe gencration of people, and
“ though they appear very harfh, yet are
¢ {carce equal to fome of lt.{ueir crimes, and
¢ inferior to what punithments other Euro-
¢ pean nations infli&t on their flaves in the
“ Kaft-Indies, as may be feen by Moquet,
“ and other travellers.” Thus fir Hans Sloan

| endeavours




( 24 )

endeavours toexcufe thofethockingcruclties,
but certainly in vain: becaufe no crimes
whatfoever can merit fuch fcvere punifh-
ments, unlefs Texcept thccrimesof thoie
who devife and inflict them. Sir Hans Sloan
indeed, mentions rebelliorn, as the principal
crime, and certainly itis very juitly eftecm-
ed a moit heinous c:ime, in a land of liber-
tv, where government is limited by equita-
Lle and juft laws, if the fame are tolerably
well obferved; but in countries where ar-
bitrary power is exercifed withfuch intolera-
ble cruelty, as is before defcribed, if refift-
ance be a crime, it is certainly the moft na-
tural of all others.

But the igth claufe of the 38th ad,
would mdccd on a {light perufal induce us
to conceive, that the punuhmcnt for rebelhi-
on is not o fevere as it is reprefented by fir
:lans Sloan ; becaunfe a flave, though deem-
¢d releliicus, 1s thereby condemned to no
greater punifhment than tranfportation. Ne-
verthelefs if the claufc be thoroughly conii-
dered we fhall find no reafon to commend
the lercy of the legilature; for it only
proves, that the ]ama ca law-makers will
Lot fcruple to charge the flighteft and moft
natural ofiences with the moft opprobrious
cpithets ; and that a poor flave who per-
Laps has no otherwife incurred hic mafter’s

| difplcafure

¢
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difpleafurc than by endeavouring (upon the
juit and warrantable principles of felf-prefer-
vation) to efcape from his mafter’s tyranny,
without any criminal intention whatfoever,
1s liable to be deemed rebellious, and to be ar-
raigned as a capital offender. <¢ For every
¢¢ {lave, and flavesthat fhallrun awayand con-
¢« tinuebutforthe fpaceof twelvemonths,ex-
¢ ceptfuchflaveorflavesasfhallnothavebeen
¢¢ three years in this ifland, fhall be deemed
¢ rebellious,” &c. (fee act 38, claufe 19.p. 60.)
Thus we are enabled to define whata Welt
Indian tyrant means by the word rebellious.
But unjuit as this claufe may feem, yet itis
abundantly more merciful and confiderate
than a fubfequent act againft the fame poor
‘miferable people, becaufe the former afligns
no other punithment for perfons {o deemed
“rebellious than that they, < Shall be trax)-
ported by order of two juftices and three
frecholders,” &c. whereas the latter fpares
not the blood of thefe poor injured fugitives:
For by the 66th aét,a reward of 50 pound
is offered to thofe who, ¢ fhall kill or bring
“ in alive any rebellious flaves,”’ that is, any
of thefe unfortunate people whom the hw
has ¢ deemed rebellious,” as above ; and this
premium is not only tendered to commiffi-
onced parties (fee 2d. claufe) but even toany
~ private ** Lunter, flave or other perfon,” (fee 3d.
claufe.)
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‘Thus it is manifeft, thatthe law treats thefe
poor unhappy men with as little ceremony
and confideration, as if they were merely
wild beafts. But the innocent blood that is
fhed in confequence of fuch a deteftable faw,.
muft certainly call for vengeance on the
murderous abettors and afors of fuch de-
Yiberate wickedncfs: And though many of
the gu.ilty wretches fhould even be fo hard-
ened and abandoned as never afterwards to
be capable of fincere remorfe, yet a time will
undoubtedly come, when they will fhudder
with dreadful apprehenfions, on account of
the infufficiency of fo wretched an excufe,
as that their poor murdered brethren were
by law ¢ deemed rebellious”” But bad as
thefe laws are, yet, in juftice to the free-
‘holders of Jamaica, I muft acknowledge,
that their laws are not near fo cruel and in-
human as thelaws of Barbadoes and Vir-
ginia, and feem at prefent, to be much
more reafonable than they have formerly:
been, many very cppreflive laws being now
expired, and others lefs fevere enacted in
their room. |
Bat it is far otherwife in Barbadoes ; for
by the 329th a&t, p. 125. * If any Negro
¢ or other flave, under punithment by his
¢¢ mafter, or his order, for running away,
¢ or any other crimes, ormifdemeanors to-
| ¢ wards
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¢t wards his faid mafter, uafortunately fhalt
“ {uffer in life, or member, (which {cldom
« happens) (but it is plain by this law that
&« it does fometimes happenl wo porfon whaot-
% cver fonll be liable b0 any fine therefere; but of
& any man fall, of wantennc/s, or only of bloa-
“ dy mindednefs, or cruel intention, wtlfully
 #1// a Negro or ot hey flave of bis own'—Now
the reader, to be fure, will maturally ex-
peit, that fome wery {ewere punithment
muft in this cafe be ordained, to deter, the
wanton, bloody minded, end.cruel wretch from
wilfully killing his fellow creatures; but
alas! the Barbadian haw-makers have been
fo far from intending to curb fuch aban.
doned wickednefs, that they have abfolate-
ly made this law on purpefe to fkreen thefe
enormous crimes from the juft indignation
of any righteous perfon, who might think
himf{elf bound in-duty to profecute a bloody
minded villain ; they have, therefore, pre-
fumptuoufly takenupon themto giveafan&i-
on, as it were, by law, to the horrid crime
of wilful murder ; and have accordingly or-
dained, that he who is gnilty of it in Barba-
does, though the a& thould be attended with:
all the aggravating circumftances before-
raentioned, « fbal! pay intothe publick treafu-
ry (no more than) fifteen pounds flerling ;** but
¥ he fhall kill another man’s, he pay to

the
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the owner of the Negro, double the value,
and into the public treafury, twenty five
pounds flerling, and he fhall further, by the
next juftice of the peace, be bound to his
good behaviour, during the pleafure of the
governor and council, and not ¢ liable to
asy other punifbment or forfeiture for the fama.
The moft confummate wickednefs, Ifup-
pofe, that any body of peopls, under the
fpecious form of a legiflature wcre ever guil-
ty of : This act contains feveral other claufes
which are fhocking to humanity, though
‘t00 tedious to- mention here.. |
According to an act of Virginia (4 Anne
.¢h. 49.fec. 37.p. 227.) ¢ afterproclamation
.¢¢ isiflued againft flavesthatrun awayand lie
¢ out, it is lawful for any perfon whatfoe-
« ver, to kill and deftroy fuch flaves by fuch
s ways and means as be, fke,or they fball think
« ft, without accufation or impeachment of
¢ any crime for the fame,” &c. And left
. private intereft thould incline the planter to
. mercy, (to which we muft fuppofe fuch peo-
. ple can have no other inducement) it is pro-
- vided and enaéted in the fucceeding claufe,
(N© 38.) ¢ That for every flave killed, in pur-
. ¢ fuance of this alt, or put to death by law,
< the mafter, or owner of fuch flave, fbail’
& be paid by the public.”
: .A.Hbi
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Alfo by an a&t of Virginia (9 Geo. L ch. 4.
fect. 18. p. 343) 1t 1s ordained, < That,
*“ where any {lave fhall hereafter be found
¢ notorioufly guilty of going abroad in the
¢ night, or running away, and lying out,
¢ and cannot be reclaimed from Such difor-
¢¢ derly courfes by thc common method of
¢¢ punifhment, it fhall and may be lawful,
« to and for the court of the county upon
¢« complaint and proof thereof tu them made
¢¢ by the owner of fuch flave, to order and
¢¢ direct every {uch flave to be punithed by
““ difmembering or any other way, not touch-
“ing life, as the faid county court ﬁa)l
¢ think fit.”

I have already ngen examples enough of
the horrid crucities which are fometimes
thought fit on fuch occafions. But if the in-
nocent and meit natural a&t of ¢ runnizg o
“ 'way,” from intolerable tyranny deferves
fuch relentlefs feverity, what kind of punifh~

ment have thefe law-makers themfielves to
expect hereafter, on account of their own
enoricus offences ;3 alas! to look for mercy
(without a timely repeatance) will enly te
another inftance of their grofs m;uft*ce'
““ Havinatheir ccnjciences fearedwitha iotiron,”
they feem to have loft all apprchenfions
that their flaves are men, for the ey icruple

not to number . thein with beafls. See an
act
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act of Barbadoss, (N9 333. p. 128.) intitled>
“ An act fer the better regulating.of outcriess
“ in open market,” here we read of ¢ Ne-
« groes, cattle, coppers, and flills, and other
“ chattels, brought by execution toopea
“ market to be outcried,” and thefe (as it
all of equal importance) are ranged together
“ in great lots or numbers to be fold.”’

——Page 70. In the 329 act of Barba~
does (p. 122) it is afferted, that, ¢ brutifh:
¢ flaves deferve not, for the bafenefs of their
& condition, to be tried by a' legal trial of
“ pwelve men of their peers or neighbourbood,
“ which netther truly can be rightly done,.
“ as the fubjects of England are;” (yet
flaves alfo are fubje&s of Eagland, whilit.
they remain within the Britiii dominions,
motwithftanding this infinuation to the con-
trary) ‘¢ nor is execution to be delay’d to-
¢ wards them, 1n cafe of fuch horrid crimes
“ committed,” &c.

A fimilar doctrine is taught in an act of
Virginia, (9 Geo. l. ch. 4. fe&t. 3. p. 339.)
whereinit is ordained,“ that every {lave com-
“ mitting fuch offence as by the laws ought
‘¢ to be punithed by death or lofs of member,.
* tha!tbe forthwith committed to the eommon:
¢¢ goal of the county, &c. And the fheriff of
¢ {uch county, upon fuch commitment, thall

“ forthwith certity the fame, with the caufe
¢¢ thereof,,.
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#¢ thereof, to the governor or commandérin
¢¢ chief, &c. whois thereupon defired and im-
<« powered to iffuc a commiflion of oyer and
« terminer ; To fiech perfons as he foallthink fit 3
<« which perfons, forthwith after the receipt of
¢ fuchcommiffion,areimpowered and requir-
¢ ed to caufe the offender to bepublicly ar-
¢¢ raigned andtried, &c. without the folemsi-
4 ty of ajury,&c. Nowlet usconfider thedan-
gerons tendency of thofe laws.  As Englifh.
men, we ftreanoufly contend for this abfo-
lute and immautable neceflity of trials by ju-
ries: but is not the fpirit and equity of
this old Englith do¢trine entirely loft, if we
partially confine that juftice to ourfelves a<
lone, when we have itin our power to ex.
tend it to others? The matural right of a8
mankind muft principally juftify our infift-
ing apon this neceffary privilege in favour
of ourfelves in particular, and therefore if
we do not allow that the judgment of an
impartial jury is indifpenfably neceffary in
all cafes whatfoever, wherein the life of
man is depending, we certainly undermine
tthe equitable force and reafon of thefe laws,
by which we ourfelves are proteéied, and eon-
fequently are unworthy to be efteemed, ei-

ther Chriftians or Englifhmen.
Whatever right the members of a pro-
vincial aflembly may have to enaét bye Imfvx,
' or
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for -particular exigences among themfclves,
vet in fo doing, they are certainly bound in
duty to their fovereign, to obferve moft
flrictly, the fundamental principles of that
conftitution, which his majcfiy is {worn to
maintain ; for wherefoever the bounds of
the Britifh empire are extended, there the
common law of England muft of couric take
place, and cannot be fafely fct afide by any
private law whatfoever, becaufe the intro-
duction.of an unnatural tyranny muft necef-
farily endanger the king’s dominions. The
many alarming infurrections of flavesin the
feveral colonies, are fuflicient proofs of this.
‘The common law of England ought there-
fore to be fo eftablifhed in every province,
as to include the refpetive bye lazws of each
province ; inftead of being by them’ excluded

which latter has been too much the cafe.
Every inhabitant of the Britifh colonies,
black as well as white, bond as well as free,
are undoubtedly the #ing’s fubjects, during
their refidence within thefimits of the king’s
dominions, and as fuch, are entitled to per-
fonal prote&ion, however bound in fervice
to their refpective mafters. Thercfore, when
any of thefe are put to death, ¢ without the
¢ folemnity of a jury,”’ 1fear that therc is too
much reafon to attribute the guilt.of murder,
to every perfon concerned 1n ordering the
fame,
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Lane, or in-confenting thercto; and all fuch
perfons are certainly refponfible to the king
and his laws, for the lofs of a fubject. The
horrid iniquity, injuftice, and dangerous
tendency of the feveral plantation lawsy
which [ have quoted, are fo apparent, that
it is unneceflary for me to apologize tor the
freedom with which I have treated them. It
fuch laws are not ablolutely neceflary for the
government of flaves, the law-makers muit
unavoidably allow themfelves to be the molt
cruel and abandoned tyrants upon carth, or
perhaps, that ever were on earth. On the
other hand, if it be faid, that it 1s impofli-
ble to govern flaves without fuch inhuman
{feverity and deteftable injuftice, the famc
will certainly be an invincible arzument a-
gainft the leaft toleration ot flavery amongit
chritfians, becaufe the temporal profit of the
planter or malter, however lucrative, cans
not compenfate the forfeiture of Lis ever-
lalting welfare, or (atleaft I may be wllow-
cd to fay) the apparent danger of fucha for-
feiture.

Opprefiion is a moft gricvous crime ; and
the cries of thefe much injured people
(though they are only poor ignorant hea-
thens) will certainly rcach hcaven! The
feviptures (which are the only true foundation
of ail laws) cenounce .a tremendous judg-
ment agamidt (e man who dould offend c-

L VR
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ven one little one; ¢ It were better for him
‘¢ (even the merciful Saviour of the world
“¢ hathhimfelf declared)that a millftone were
** hanged about his neck and he caft into
¢¢ thefea, than that he fhould offend one of
¢¢ thefe little ones.” Luke, xvii. 2. Whe
then fhall attempt to vindicate thofe inhu-
man eftablithments of government, under
which, even our own countrymen fo griev-
oully offend and opprefs, (not mercly one, or
3 few little ones, but) an immenfe multi.
tude of men, <women, children, and the chil-
dren of their children, from generation to ge-
neration ! May it mot be faid with hke
juftice, it were better for the Englifh nation
that thefe American dominions had never
exifted, or even trat they fthould have been
iunk into the fea, than that the kingdom of
Great-Britain thould be loaded with the
horrid guilt of tolerating fuch abominable
wickednefs ! In thort, if the king’s prerogative
is not fpeedily exerted for the relicfof his
majefty’s opprefled and much injured fub-
jects in the Britifh colonies (becaufe to refsee
the fubect from the oppreflion of petty ty-
rants, is the principal ufe of the royal prero-
zative, as well as the priacipal and moft na-
cural means of maintaining the fame) and for
tae extenfion of the Britith conftitution to
- he moft diftant colenies whether in the Eaft

or
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or Weft Indies, it muil inevitably be ailow-
ed, that great fhare of this enormous guilt
will certainly reft on this fide the water.

I hope this hint will be taken notice of by
thofe whom it may concern ; and that the
freedom of it will be excufed, as from a lov+

&/ and difinterefled advifer.

D2



Extra&s from the writings of feve-

ral mated Authers, on the Suble& of the
Slavery of the ’\evrcer viz. George Wal-
lace, Francis Hutclscfon, James Fofter.

EORGE WALLIS, in his fi/-
temof the principles <f the laws of S.ct-

land, fpezking of the flavery of the Negroes
in our colonies, fays ¢ We all know tliat
they (the Negroes) are purchafed from their
Prirces, who pretend to have aright to dif-
pofe of them, and that they are, like other
Lommcdltrea, tranfportcd by the merchants
who have bought them, 1nto America, in or-
der to be expofed to fale. I this trade ad-
mits of 2 moral or a rational juftification,
every crime, cven the moft atrocious, may
be juftificd. Government was inftituted
for the good of mankind; kings, princes,
JOVETROrs, are not pmpnct‘.rs of thofe who
are 1u.)Ject to their authority ;3 they have
nct a right to make them miferable, On the
contrary, their authority is velied in them,
that they may, by the ;uft exercfe of i,
promotc the kappinefs of i reople. Or
CO" xr.l. they Lave rot arizht to difpofe of
thoir Lberty, and tefcl tiondor laves, Bee
udes,
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fides, no man has a right to acquige or to
purchafe them; m=n and their liberty arenpot
(in commercio) they are not either faleable oc’
purchafable. One, therefore, has nobo-
«dy but himfelf to blame, in cafe he fhall find.
himfclf deprived of a man, whom he
thought he had, by buying for a price,
made his own ; for he dealt in a trade
which was illicit, and was prohibited by
the moft obvious dictates of humanity. For
thefe reafons every one of thofe unfortunate
men who are pretended to be flaves, hasa
right to be declared to be free, for he never
loft his liberty ; he could not lofe it; his
prince had no power to difpofe of him. Of
courfe the fale was ipfo jure void. This right
he carrjes about with him, and is entitled e-
very where to get it declared. As foon,
therefore, as he comes into a country in
which the judges are not forgetful of their
own humanity, it is their duty to remem-
ber thatheis a man, and to declare him to
be free. I know it has been faid, that que-
ftions concerning the ftate of perfons ought
to be determined by thelaw of the country
to which they belong ; and that, therefore,
one who would be declared to be a flave in

America, ougi?n cafe he fhould happen

to be importedyiito Britain, to be adjudged
‘according to the law of America to be a
flave; a doétrine than which nothing can be

morg
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mo+e borlarous.  Ought the judges of any
country, out of refpect to the law of ano-
ther, to fhew no refpect to their kind, and
to humarity; out of reipect to a law,
which is in no fort obligatory upon them,
ought they to difregard the law of nature,
which is ebligatory on all men at all times,
and in all places: Are any laws fo bindiEF
as the cternal laws of juftice ? Is it doubtful,
whether a judge ought to pay greater regard
to them, than to thofe arbitrary and inhu-
man ufages which prevailin a diftant land ?
Aye, but our colonies would be ruined if
flavery was abolithed. Be it fo; would it
not from thence follow, that the bulk of
mankind ought to beabufed, that our pockets
may be filled with money, or our mouths
with delicacies? The purfes of highwaymen
would be empty in cafe robberies were to-
tally abolifhed ; but have men aright to ac-
quire money by going out to the highway ?
Have men 2 right to acquire it by rendering
their fellow ercatures miferable? Is it law-
ful te abufe mankind, that the avarice, the
vanity, g the paffions of a few may be gra-
tified ¢ No! There is fuch a thing as juftice,
to which the meft facred regard 1s due. It
‘ought to be inviolably yed. HMave not
thele unhappy men a bett@¥ight to their li-
berty, and to their happinefs,. than our 4-
merican merchants have to the profits which
they make by torturing their kind? Let

therefore
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therefore our colunies be ruined, bu. let us
not render {0 many men miferable. Would
not any of us, who fhould----be fnatched
by pirates from his native land, think him-
felf cruelly abufed, and at all times entitled
to be free. Have not thefe unfortunate 4fri-
cans, who meet with the fame cruel fate,
the fame right? Are not they men as well
as we, and have they not the fame fenfibili-
ty? Let us not, therefore, defend or fup-
port a ufage which is contrary to all the
ws of humanity.

But it is falie, that either we er our co-
lonies would be ruined by the abelition of
flavery. It might occafion a ftagnation of
bufinefs for a {hort time. Every great al-
teration produces that effeét ; becaufe man-
kind cannot, on a fudden, find ways of dif-
‘%oﬁng of themfclves and of their affairs:

ut it would produce many happy cffets.
It is the flavery which is permitted in 4merz-
¢a that has hindered it from becoming fo
foon populous as it would otherwife
havedone. Let the Negroes free, andin a
few generations, this vaft and fertile conti-
nent would be crowded with inhabitants ;
learning, arts, and every thing would flou-
Tifh amongft them ; inftead of being inha-
bited by wild beafts, and by favages, it
would be peopled by philofophers, and by
men.” _'
- Francss
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Prancis Hutchefon profeflor of philofphy,
at the univerfity of Glafcow, in his fyflem of
moral pb:’loﬁﬁby, pazge 211, fays, ¢ He who
detains another by force in flavery, is always
bound to prove his title. Theflave fold or
carried into a diftant country muft not be
obliged to prove a negative, that be never
Jorfeited bis liberty. The violent pofleflor
muft in all cafes thew his title, efpecially
where the old proprietor is well known. In
this cafe ¢ach man is the original proprietor
of his own liberty. The proof of his lofing
it muft be incumbent on thofe who deprive
him of it by force. The Fewi/b laws had
great regard to juftice, about the fervitude
of Hebrews, founding it only on confent or
fome crime or damage, allowing them al-
ways a proper redrefs upon any cruel treat-
ment ; and fixing a limited time for it, un-
lefs upon trial the fervant inclined to prolong
it. The laws about foreign flaves had ma-
ny merciful provifions againft immoderate
‘{everity of the mafters. Byt under chrifti-
anity, whatever lenity was due from an He-
brew towards his country man muft be due
towards all ; fince the diftinctions of nati-
ons are removed, as to the point of huma-
nity and mercy, as well as natural right,
nay fome of thefe nights, granted over fo-
reign flaves may juftly be deemed only fuch
indulgences,  as thofe of poligamy and di-
vorce,
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vorce, granting only extermal impunity in
fuch practice, and not fuflicient vindication
of them in confcience.” -

Page 85, 1t’s pleaded that, ¢ In fome
barbarous nations unlefs the captives were
brought for flaves they would all be mur-
thercd:™ They therefore owe their lives,
and all they can do, to their purchafers ; and
fo do their children, who would not other-
wife have come into life: But this whole
plea is no more than that of the negotiuam iti-
le geftum, to which any civilized nation is
bound by humanity, ’tis a prudent expen-
five oftice done tor the fervice of others with-
out agratu:tovs intention ; and this founds
no other right than that to full compenfati-
on of all charges and labour employed f@r
the bénchit of others.

A fet of inaccurate popular phrafes, blind
us in thefc matters, captives owe their
hives, and all to the purchafers, fay they.
Juft in the fame manner, we, our nobles,
and princes, often owe our lives to mid-
wives, chirurgeons, phyficians, &°c. one who
was the means of preferving 2 man’s life is
not therefore entitled to make hima flave,
and fcll himas a piece of goods. Strange
that in any nation where a fenfe of liberty
prevails, where the chriftian religion is pro-
fefled, cuftom and high profpets of gain
can {u {tupity the conicicnce of men, and

al
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all fenfe of aatural juftice, that they cam
hear fuch computations made about the va-
lue of their fellow-men, and their liberty,
without abhorrence and indignation. |
Fames Fofter, D. D. in bis dfﬁ'ﬂu‘lg}! on na-
tural religion and focral virtue, alfo thews his
juft indignation at this wicked practice,
which he declares to be ¢ a criminal and out-
rageous violation of the natural right of man-
kind”* At page 156, 2 vol. he fays, ¢ Should
we have reacf concerning the Greeks or Ro-
mans of old, that they traded, with view to
make {laves of their own fpecies, whom they
certainly knew that this weuld involve in
fchemes of blood and murther, of deftroy-
ing, or enflaving each other, that they even
fomented wars, and engaged whole nations
and tribes in open boftilities, for their own
private advantage ; that they had no detef-
tation of the violence and cruelty ; but on-
1y feared theill fuccefs of their inhuman en-
terprifes ; that they carried men like them-
felves, their brethren, and the off-fpring of
the fame common parent, to be fold like
beafts of prey, or beafts of burden, and put
them to the fame reproachful trial, of their
foundnefs, ftrength and capacity for great-
er bodily fervice ; that quite forgeting, and
renouncing, the original dignity of human
nature, communicated to all, they treated
them with more feverity and ruder difci-
| pline,
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gline, than even theox or the afs, who are
ooid of underflanding——ihould we not if
this had been the cafe, have naturally been
led to defpife al their pretended refinements of
morality ; and to have concluded, that as
they were not natioas deftitute of politenefs,
they muft have been entire frangers to virtue
benevolence. |
But, notwithﬁanding this, we ourfelves
(who profefs to be chriftians, and boaft of the
peculiar advantage we enjoy, by means of an
exprefs revelation of our.duty from heaven)
are in effe®, thefe very untaught and rude
heathen countries. With all our fuperior
light, weinftil into thofe, whom we call fa-
vage and barbarous, the moft defpicable o-
pinion of human nature. We, to the ut-
moft of our power, weaken and diffolve the
univerfal tie, that binds and unites mankind.
We practice what we fhould exclaim againft,
as the utmeoft excefs of cruelty and tyranay,
if nations of the world, differing in colour,
and form of gavernmcant from ourfelves,
were fo poflefled of empire, as tQ be able to
reduce us to a ftate of unmerited and bru-
tith fervitude. Of confequence we facr-
fice our reafon, our humanity, our chrifti-
anity to dm unnatural fordid gain. We
teach other nations to defpife and trample
under foot, all the abligations of focial vir-
tuc. We take the molt cffetual method

to
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. to prevent the propagation. o: the gofpel,
by reprefenting it as a {cheme of power and
barbarous oppreflion, and an enemy to the
~ natural privileges and rights of men.

- Perhapsall, thatihave now offered, may
be of very little weight to reftrain this enor-
~ mity, this aggravated iniquity. However
I ftill have the fatisfaction, of having enter-
ed my private proteft againft a practice
which, in my opinion, bids that God, who
18the God and Father of the Gentiles, un-
converted to chriftianity, moft daring and
bold defiance, and fpurns at all the principles
both of ratuial and revealed religion.

EXTRACT
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From an ADDRESS

I N THE

VIRGINIA GAZETTE,

of MArRcCH 19, 1767.

Mr. RIND,

ERMIT me, in your paper, to addrefs

the members of our aflembly, on two

points, in which the public intereft is very
ncarly concerned.

‘The abolition of flavery and the retriev-
al of {pecie in this colony, are the fubjects on
which 1 would befpeak their attention.

Long and ferious reflections upon the na-
ture and confequences of flavery have con-
vinced me, thatit is a violation both of juf-
tice and religion ; that it is dangerous to
the fafety of the community in which it
prevails ; that it is deftructive to the growth
of arts and {ciences ; and laftly, that it pro-
duces a numerous and very fatal train of
vices, both in the flave, and in his mafter.

‘To prove thefe ailertions, fhall be the pur-
pofe of the following eflay.

That flavery then 1s a uolatxon of juftice,

L will
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will plainly appcar, when we confider what
juftice is. It 1s truly and fimply defined,
as by Fuftiman, conflans et perpetua voluntas,
ejus fuum cuique tribuend: ; a conftant endea-
vour to give every man his right.

Now, as freedom is unqueftionably the
birthright of all mankind, Africans as well
as Europeans, to keep the former in a ftate
of flavery, is a conftant violation of that
right, and therefore of juftice. |

The ground on which the civilians who
favour Lavery, admitit to be juft ; namely,
confent, force and birth, is totally difputa-
ble. For furely a man'sown will and con-
fent, cannot be allowed te introduce fo im-
portant an innovation into fociety as flave-
ry, or to make himfelf an outlaw, whichis
really the ftate of a flave, fince neither con-
fenting to, nor aiding the laws of the fociety,
in which helives, he is neither bound to o-
bey them, nor entitled to their proteétion.

To found any night in force, is to fruf-
trate all right, and involveevery thing in
confufion, violénce and rapine. With thefe
two the laft muft fall, fince if the parent
cannot juftly be made a flave, neither can
the child be borh in flavery. ¢ The law of
nations, fays baron Montefquieu, has doom-
ed prifoners to flavery, to prevent their be-
ing flain ; the Roman civil law, permitted
debtors whom their creditars might Atrgﬁt

. il
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ill, tofell themfelves. And thelaw of na-
ture requires that children, whom their
parents bcing flaves cannot maiptain,
thould be flaves like them. Thefe reafons of
the civilians are not juft, it isnot true that
a captive may bc {lain; unlefs in a cafe of
abfolute neceflity ; butif he hath been re-
duced to flavery, it is plain that no fuch ne-
ceflity exifled,  fince he was not flain. It is
not true that a free man can fell himfelf, for
fale fuppofes a-price,- but a flave and his pro-
perty becomes immediately that of his maf-
ter, the flave can therefore receive no
price, nor the mafter pay, &. Andif &
man cannot fell himfelf, nor a prifoner of
war be reduced toflavery, much lefs can his-
child.’® Such are the fentizzents of thisil-
luftrious civilian ; his reafonings, which I
have been obliged to contraét, the readerin-
terefted in this fubjeit, will do well-to can-
fult at large.

Yet even thefe rights of impofing flavery,
queftionable, nay refutable as they are, we
have not to authorize the bondage of the
Africans. For neither do they conient to be
our flaves, nor do we purchaie them of their
conquerors. The Briti/b merchants obtsin
them from Africa by violence, artifice and
treachery, with a few trinkets to prompt
thofe unfortunate**¥**people to enflave one
another by force or firatagem. Purchafe

them
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them indeed they may, under the authori-
ty of an act of the Britith parliament. An
act entailing upon the Africans, with whom
we are not at war, and over whom a Bnitifh
parhament could not of right aflume evena
~ fhadow of authority, the dreadful curfe of
perpetual flavery, upon them and their chil-
dren for ever. There cannot be in nature,
there 15 not in all biftory, an inflance in <which
‘every right of men is more fligrantly violated.
-The laws of the antients never authorized
the making flaves, but of thofe nations
whom they had conquered ; yet they were
heathens and we are chriftians. They were
mifled by a monftrous religion, divefted of
humanity, by a horrible and barbarous wor-
fip ; we are directed by the unerring pre-
cepts of the revealed religion we poflefs, en-
lightned by its wi{dom, and humanized by
its benevolence ; before them were gods de-
formed with paflions, and horrible for eve-
ry cruelty and vice ; before us is that in-
comparable pattern of meeknefs, charity,
love and juftice to mankind, which fo tran-
{cendently difunguithed the founder of chri-
ftianity and his ever amiable doctrines.
Reader, remember that the corner ftone
of your religion is to do unto others as you
would they thould do unte you ; atk then
your oewn heart whether it would not ab-

hor any one, asthe moft outrageous wiola-
tor
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tor of that and every other principle of right,
juftice and humanity, who fthould make a
flave of you and your pofterity for ever.
Remember that God knoweth the heart, lay
not this flattering unéion to your foul, that
it is the cuftom of the country ; that you
found it fo : that not your will but your ne-
ceflity confents. Ah! think how little fuch
an excufe will avail you in that awful day,.
when your Saviour ihall pronounce judg-
ment on you for breaking a law too plain to.
be mifunderftood, too facred to be violated..
If we fay we are chriftians, yet aét morein-
humanly and unjuftly than heathens, with.
what dreadful juftice muft this fentence o
our blefled Saviour fall upon us : * Not e-
very one that faith unto me Lord, Lord,,
fhall enter into the kingdom of heaven, but
he that doth the will of my father which is
in heaven.” (Matthew vii. 21.) Think
a moment how much your temporal, your
cternal welfare depends upon an abolition
of a practice, which deforms the image of
your God, tramples on his revealed will,
infringes the moft facred rights, and vio-
lates humanity., '

Enough I hope has been afferted to prove
t.hzft flavery is a violation of juftice and re-
ligion. That it is dangerous to the fafety
of the ftate in which it prevails, may be as .
fafely afferted.

What
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Whatcne’sown experiencehasnottaught,
that of others muft decide. From hence
doés hiftory derive its utility ; for being,
when truly written, a faithful record of the
tranfations of mankind, and the confe-
quences that lowedfrom them,wearethence
furnithed with - the means of judging what
will be the probable effect of tranfaétions fi~
milar among ourfelves.

\We learn then from hiftory, that ilavery,
wherever encouraged, has fooner or later
been produdtive of very dangerous commo-
tions. ‘I will not trouble my reader here
with quotations in fupport of this affertion,
but content myfelf with referring thofe who
may be dubious.of its truth, to the hiftories
of Athens, Lacedemen, Rome, and Spain.

How long, how bloody and deftrutive
was the conteft between the Moorith flaves,
and the native Spaniards? and after almoft
deluges of blood had been fhed the Spaniards
obtained nothing more, than driving them
into the mountains.———Lefs bloody in-
deed, tho’ not lefs’ alarming have becn the
infurrections in Jamaica § and to imagine
that we fhall be for ever exempted from this
calamity, which experience teaches us to be
infeparable from flavery, fo encouraged, is
an 1nfatuation as aftonifhing as it will be
fuvely fatal.—&c. &c.

EXTRACT
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OF A

S ERMO N,

PREACNED BY TNE

BISHOP os GLOUCESTER,

Before the SocIxTY for the ProracaTion
of the GosreL, at their anniverfary
meeting, on the 21ft of February, 1566.

ROM the free-favages [ now come
(thelaft point I propofe to confider) to

the favagesin bonds. By thefe I mean the
vaft multitudes anrly ﬂo{en from the oppo-
fite continewmt, and facrificed by the colo-
nifts to their great idol, the Gop or Gain.
But what then, fay thefe fincere worfhip-
pers of Mammon, they are our own property,
which we offerup. Gracious God! to talk
(as in herds of cattle) of property in rational
ercatures ! creatures endowed with all our
faculties, poflefling all our qualities but that
of colour; our brethren both by nature and
grace,
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e, fhocks all the feelings of humanity,
and the ditates of common fenfe. But, a-
las! what is there in the infiaite abufes of
focicty which do¢s not fhock them? Yet
nothing is more certain in itfelf, and appa-,
rent to all, than that the infamous traffic
for flayes direQly infringes beth divine and:
h law:. Natuse crested man' free;
and grace invites him to affert his freedom..
In excufe of this violation, it hath been
pretended, that though indeed thefe mifc-
rable outcafts of humanity be torn from
gheir homes and native country. by fraud'
and violence, yet tlicy thereby become the
MHappier, and their condition the more eligi-
ble. But whe are You, who pretend to.
judge of another man’s happimefs? That
fiate, which each man, under the guidance
of his maker, forms for himfelf ; and not
one man for another.. To knew what con-
fitutes mine or your happinefs, is the fole:
ive of him who created us, and caft
us in fo various and different moulds. Did-
your flaves ever complain to you of their
nnhappines amidft their native woods and
defarts? Or, rather, let me afk, did they.
" ever ceafe complaining of their condition.
under you their lordly mafters ? where th
fee, indeed, the accommodations of civil
life, but fee them all pafs to others, them-
felves, unbenefited by them.. Be fo graci-

Oous.



( 52 )

ous then, ye petty tyrants over humarn free-
dom, to let your flaves judge for themfeves,
what it is which makes their own happinefs.
And then fce whether they do not place 1t
in the return to their own country, rather
than in the contemplation of your grandeur,
of which their mifery makes fo large a part.
A return fo paflionately longed for, that
defpairing of Lappincefs here, that is, of e-
fcaping the chains of their cruel tafk mafters,
ey confole themfelves with feigning it to
be the gracious reward of heaven in their
future ftate; which 1 do not find their
haughty mafters have as yetconcerned them-
felves to invade. The lefs hardy indeed
wait for this felicity till overwearied nature
fets them free ; but the morerefolved have
recourfe even to felf-violence, to force a fpec-
dier paflage.

But it will be ftill urged, that though
what is called human happinefs be of fo fan-
taftic a nature, that cach man’s imagination
creates it for himfelf, yet human mi. vy is
more fubftantial and uniform throughout
all the tribes of mankind. Now, from the
worft of human miferies, the favage 4fricans
by thefe forced emigrations, are intirely fe-
cured, fuch as the being perpetually hunted
down like beafts of prey or profit, by their

more favage and powerful neighbours—In
truth,
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truth, ablefled change !—from being hunt--
ed to being caught. But who are they that
have fet on foot thisgeneral HunTinG ?
Are they not thefe very civilized vio-
Ilators of humanity themfelves? who tempt
the wcak appetites, and. provoke the wild.
paflions of the fiercer favages to prey upon.
the reft.” |

-y

THE END.
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dominion becomes a fubjed, p.ii, 4:

Ancienteft acconnt of the Negroes, 4i. Were thea
a fimple innocent people, 43. .
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) flaves, p.ii, 26.
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. Benin (kingdom of) good charafter of the natives, 35.
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YORRUPTION of fome of the kings of
Guimnea, 107.

E la Ca/a (bithop of Chapia) his concern for the
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digious deftruction of the Indians in Hifpaniola, s1.
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E
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81'035, §5.-
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cver to be deprived of his liberty, without a legal
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F
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which hefells to the Spaniards, §j5.

Hottentsts mifreprefented by authors, 1o1. Trueac-
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A L O F (Negroes) their government, 9.
Indiansgrievouily cpprefled by the Spaniards, 47.
Their caufe pleaded by Bartholemew De la Cafa,
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Inﬂmd people good account of chem, 25.

Ivory Coaf?, fertile, &e. 18. Natives fallely repre-
fented to be atreacherous people, #id. Kind when
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them, 21. And but few wars ; thereforefew flavces
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Jury, Negroestried and condemned without the fo-
lemnity of a jury, p.it. 3o. Highly repugnant
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11. Greattraders, #4:4. Laborious, 11. Their
government, 13. ‘Their worthip, i6id. Manner of
tillage, sbid. At Galem they fuffer none tobe made
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mage accruing to them from the flave trade, é61.
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the brutality of the European facors, 116. Shock--
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fels, 123. How many are yearly brought from'
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France, forits abolithment, 86. If put an end to
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Africa,
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