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Plainnefs and Linocent Simplicity
OF THE

CHRISTIAN RELIGION.

¢

HE Gofpel of Jefus Chrift is a fpe-

cial manifeftation of the love of God
to mankind. Our blefled Saviour came
into the world to put an end to fin, to fi-
nith tranfgreificn and in the room there-
ot to bring in cverlafting richteoufnefs.
Hence he was catle ! fcfus, a Saviour, a De-
liverer, to fave n'x peopl - from their fins™
and in the room thereot te introduce fiis
lite, light and fpiriz in rthem, that they
might ferve hun, withoui tear, in holinefs,

and

# Nnt i their fin by a faith or beliet in onr Sa-
viour’s cutward fufferings, bnt by a radical change
st heart through the operation af his ipiris.
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and righteovfiefe, all the days of their
ives.  Heace we are told, John i 12,
That as many us received him, to them he
gave power to become the fons of God.
Hrmfelt kindly invites his creatures to par-
take of this love, Matt. xii. 28.
¢ Come unto me all ye that labour, and
¢ are heavy laden and 1 will give you reft.”
No circuinftance of lite cun feparate or in-
capacitate us trom being made partakers of
this love; ever the molt abafed appear to
be the particular objeéts of his care, Ifaiah
Ixvi. 1. ¢ The Heaveie is my throne and
“ the earth 15 my foottool but to
“ this man will I look, even to him that
“ 1s poor and of a contrite {pirit and trem-
“ bleth at my word”” The plainnefs and
fimplicity of the work of redemption, in
oppofition to the perplexed intricacics of
thofe fyftems of religion taught in the
f{chools, &c. is moft worthy of note.
Where a feeling fenfe of our natural cor-
ruption prevails, and a fincere defire of
being dclivered from the power of evil,
with a cosvincment that this great work
1s alone to be perfected by obedience to
the teaching of the Ipirit of grace, the
work of tedeipption is fo plain and eafy,
that we read liao xxxv. 8. The wayfaring
men, thoaoh tools thall not err therem,
Lhis power of God to falvation, operat-
ing
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ing, through obedience, w1 the minds of
the fincere hearted, has from the beginning
of the world been verified in the experi-
ence ot people of every kind and nation.*
Indians, Negroes, and others, even thofe
efteemed of the lowelt order, by no neans
excepted: Many of thefe have, in great
fimplicity, experienced its falutary effedts:
a remarkable inftance, whercot fome years
paft appeared in a number of Indians in
this province, fince removed beyond the
Allegany Mountains. 'T'he account given
by fome of the firft of thele was, that be-
ing, through divine favour, made defirous

ot leading an orderly, rcligious life, they
found a violent oppofition in themfelves,
to this good work, from the hardnefs, or
‘as they termed it, the badnefs, which they
felt in their hearts,+ this put them upon
feeking help from their fellow-men; but
being difappointed therein, they were in-
duced to feek and cry to God, the great
and good Creator of the heart of man,
who, as they perfifted in feeking to him,
A 2 granted
* Matt. viii. r1. Many fhal! come from the EaRt,
and Weft, and tha!! fit duwn with Abraham, Ifaac

and Jacob, in the kingdom of Heaven.——Rev.
vil. 9. 1 beheld, aud lo, a_great multitude, which
no man could number, of all Nations, and kindred,
and people, and tongues Rood before the throne

t Jer. xvii. 9. The heart is deceitful above all
things, and defperately wicked, who can hnow if.
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granted their requeft, they finally experi-
enced the hardnels, and badnels of their
hearts taken away; * and in the room
thereof, love to God, and tendernefs to
their fellow-men prevailed to that degree,
as enabled them to bear the ill ufage which
fome of thete might inflict upon them,
without refentment; but rather with pity
and compaflion; from a confideration that

thofe who thus perfecuted them, were ftill

captives to that evil power which had fo

Jong kept thiem in thraldom, from whicea,
through_divine favour, they wcre deli-
vered. ¢

Tl.e

* Euzek. xxxvi. 26, A new heart al/o will give
you, and a new {pirit will I put witiiun you . arc |
‘will take away the ltony heart out ot your flefh, «d
I will give ycu an beaat of flefh.

+ Thefe Indians, ub:~lutely, re'ufed 1o be c .--
cerncd in war, of any kind, however they w e
threatened and alu'ed on .bhis account by the oti-r
Indians, being perfuaded that in the omnpinal ¢ e
tion of men, God did notiutend they fhould anne:v,
or kiil, tut cher:fh and comfort cach other. ina

~this difpofition they have continued now, for abcut

thirty years, notwiihttanding the ill treatment they
have received from Indians and others: more e'pe-
cially of late that they have been pillaged. ther
fet'lements at three towns broke up, and thev ci -
ried away captives towards Canada, Thofe nd:a s
wio carried them away, giving as a reafon for ins
violence, that they were n their way, and 4 great
obitruition t» hem. when going to war “eet &
Peuuylvaua Packer, tor pecetnoer 22, 1701,

/
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The fimplicity and plainnefs of the Gof-
pel call, farther appears in the account
given by Edward Andrews, a perfon, af-
terwards, an eminent inftrument in the
hand of God, in gathering many towards
the fold of reft. His refidence was at that
time in the Jerfeys, near the Sea-fhore,
amongft a wild fort of people, Indians and
others, vain and loofe in their converfation,
fond of frolicking, mufic and dancing;
amongft thefe he atted the part of a fiddler.
In this fituation, as he was one day work-
ing in his field, he came acrofs a part of a
human body, which he had feen before,
which, as he now faw it, lying on the
ground, a thought ftruck him, that it was
not right to {uffer a part of his fellow-crea-
ture io be thus thrown up and down in
the open field; but that he ought to do
with it as he would defire to be done by
m the like condition ; after fome reafoning
in this fort, he decently buried it, and re-
turned to his work again, with an anfwer
of peace in his mind. From that time he
grew penfive, the pure witnefs of truth
rofe m him, by which he was made fenfi.-
bic he had fpent many years in vanity, that
it was high time for him to turn unto the
Lord, and a defire was begot i him to
experience an inward acquaintance with
God, and be favoured with power from

him
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him, te forfake his vanity and loofe living
the iniquity of which was then opened o
him; and he found a call in his mind to
deftroy that fiddle, which had been fo
much an inftrument to lead himfelt, and
others, to the mifpending their precious
time ; this he concluded to do, when he
went home; but delaying to perform this
refolution, as he lay in his bed he felt
the fire of God’s wrath kindl=d, on ac-
count of his difobedience, which induced
him, the next day, to break the fiddle in
picccs,'which, when done his heart rejoiced,
and he felt a {trength of hope rifing in him,
that God would give him farther power
over all his vanities : A fenfe was alfo given
him, that it he was faithful to what the
Lord would require of hun, he fhould be
made an inftrument in God’s hand, to ga-
ther a people to his praile, from thofe very
loofe people amongft whom he refided,
which feemed ftrange to hun. But as his
heart became daily more and more exer-
cifed towards God, and in giving him
thanks, for his mercies, a lively concern
and defire came upon him, that finners
might be brought, as he had been, to a
fight of the error of their ways.  He then
found it to be his duty <o [peak to thofe
fsme people, whom he had led on in folly
and vanity, and to dire&t them to ghe fer-

vice




























































































































