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A SHORT

ACCOUNT

X

. -Inhabited by the
NEGROES;

With Refpec to the Fertilizy of the Coun-

try ; the good Difpofition of many of the Na-
tives, and the Manner by which the SLAVE
TRADE is carried on,

. Extratted from feveral Authors, in orde: to fhew
; the Iniquity of that TraDEe, and the Falfity of the
ArcuMenTs ufually advanced in its Vindication.

With a Quotation from Georce WaLLis's Syfiem of
the Laws, &¢. and a large Extra&t from a Pamphlet,

lately publithed in London, on the Subjett of the SLAve
TrADE. .

Acts xvii. 24, 26, GO D that made the Worldemmmem=bath
mads of one Blood all Nations of Men, for te dwell on all the Face
of the Earth, and bath detarmined the Times befors appointed, avd
the_Bounds of' their Habitation.

- Bzuxiev xxii. 29. The People of the Land have «fed Qppref-
prefior, and exercifed Robbery, and bave wexed the Poor and
Needy § yea, they bave opproffed the Stranger ewrongfully,
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A SHORT
A CCOUNT
OF THE

Slave - Trade, &.

T is a Truth, as forrowful as obvious, that
Mankind too generally are atuated by falfe
Motives, and fubftitute an imaginary Intereft
in the Room of that which is real and per-

manent : And it muft be acknowledged by every

Man, who is fingerely defirous of becoming ac-

quainted with himfelf, and impartially infpets

his own Heart, that Weaknefs and inbred Cor-

ruption attends human Nature ; which cannot

be reftored to its original Purity, but through the

Elicacy of the Blood of Jesus CurisT, our

bleffed Saviour. So that notwithftanding the

imagined moral Rectitude pleaded for, and the

boafted Pretences of the prefent Age to refined

Conceptions of Things beyond our Forefathers,
"Wl this Divine Help is embraced, the bent of
the Heart of Man will remain corrupt, and its

Power of diftinguithing between Good and Evil

liable to be obfcured by Prejudice, Paffion and

. A 2 Intereft.
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Intereft. Covctoufnefs and Pride have intro-
duced many iniquitous Pratices into Civil Socier
ty, fome of which being eftablithed by Cuftom
and adapted to flatter our Favourite Pa.{%ons, tho
odious in themfelves, and moft pernicious in their
Confequences, yet, through the Influence of Ex-
ample and Ufe, become familiar to us, and our
depraved Reafon has Recourfe to plaufible Ex-
cufes, to cover and palliate the moft atrocidus
Crimes ; fo that by Degrees we filence the Dic-
tates of Confcience, and reconcile ourfelves in
the Perpetration of fuch Things which, when
firft propofed to our unprejudiced Minds, would
ftrike us with Amazement and Horror,

A lamentable and f{lrocking Inftance of the
Influence which the Love of Gain has upon the
Minds of thofe who yield to its Allurements,
even when contrary to the Ditates of Reafon,
and the common Feelings of Humanity, appears
in the Profecution of the Negroe Trade, in which
the Englfh Nation has long been dceply con-
cerned, and fome in this %’rovincc have alfo
Jately engaged. An Evil of fo deep a Dye, and
attended with fuch dreadful Confequences to all
that are concerned in it, that no well-difpofcd
Perfon, anxious for the Welfare of himfelf, his
Count%, or Pofterity, who knows the Tyranny,
Opprefifion and Cruelty with which this iniquitous
'T'rade is carried on, can be a filent and .no-
cent Speftator. How many Thoufands of oye.
harmlefs Fellow Creatures have, for a long me
of Years, fallen a Sacrifice to that felfith Avarice,
which gives Life to this complicated Wickcdnc}fs.
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The Iniquity of being fo deeply engaged in &
Trade, l?y l\fvyhich fo great a Nulx)nber ogf %nnoccnt
People are yearly deftroyed, in fo untimely and
miferable a Manner, is greatly aggravated from
the Confideration that we, as a Nation, have
been peculiarly favoured with the bright Beams
of the Gofpel ; that Revelation of Divine Love,
which the Angels introduced to the World, by a
Declaration of Peace on Earth; and Good Will
to Men——of every Nation, Kindred, Tongue
and People. How miferable then muft be our
Condition, if, for filthy Lucre; we fhould con-
tinue to act fo contrary to the Nature of this
Divine Call; the Purpofe of which is to introduce
an univerfal and affectionate Brotherhood in the
whole human Species ; by removing from the
Heart of every Individual, who fubmits to its
Operation, the Darknefs and Corruption of Na-
tare, and transforming the felfith, wrathful,
proud Spirit, into Mceinc(s, Purity and Love :
For this End the Son of Gop became Man,
fuffered, and died ; and the whole Tenor of the
Gofpel declares, that for thofe who refufe, or
negle®, the Offers of this great Salvation, the
Son of Gob has fuffered in vain.

The End propofed by this Effay, is to lay be-
fore the candid Reader the Depth of Evil which
attends this iniquitous Practice, in the Profecution
of which, our Duty to Gop, the common Fa-
ther of the Family of the whole Earth, and our
Daty of Love to our Fellow Creatures, is totally
difregarded ; all focial Conne@ion and tender

Fies of Nature being broken, and Defolation
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ahd Bloodfhed continually fomented in thofe un-
happy People’s Country. It is alfo intended to
invalidate fome falfc Arguments, which are fre~
quently advanced, for the Palliation thereof, in
Hopes it may be fome Inducement to thofe who
zre not defiled with this Trade, to keep them-
felves clear ; and to lay before fuch as have
unv.arily engaged in it, the Danger they are in
of totally lofing that tender Senfibility to the Suf-
ferings of their Fellow Creatures, the Want
whereof fets Men “-neath the Brute Creation,
which muft unavoiaably be the State of every
one that continucs to partake of the Profits arifing
from this wicked Traffick: A Trade by which
fo many Thoufands of innocent People are
brought under the greateft Anxiety and Suffering,
being violently rent from their Native Country,.
in the moft cruel Manner, and hrought to
our Colonies, to be emnployed in hard Labour,
either in Northern Climates, unfuited to their
Nature, or in a State of the moft tyrannick and
barbarons Slavery, fubject to the Humours and
inhuman Lafth of fome of the moft hard hearted
and inconfiderate of Mankind, without any Hopes
of ever returning to their Native Land, or feeing
an End to their Mifery : Nor muft we omit, .in
this difmal Account, the Weight of Blood which
lies on the Promoters of this Trade, from the
great Numbers that are yearly butchered in the
Incurfions and Battles which happen between the
Negroes, in' ‘order to procurc the Number deli-
vered to the Europeans ; and the many of thefe
poor Creatures whofe Hearts are broken, and
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