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PREFACE.

The dlﬂlculty of ascertaining the number, the local sit-
uation, and general Qtatr-*-t.lckt;a of the different denomma-
tions of christians, from other works on All Religions, was
perhaps one of the first considerations which led (o the
following production. It has been retarded a long time by
the indisposition of the author, -and a considerable part of it
has beén finished in such an impaired state of health, as to
renuire the constant aid of a reader and amanuensis ; this
consideration it is hoped witl bespeak the indulgence of the
reader, and abate the severity of his criticisms. Should
another edition be called for, the author hopes to be able |
to present the work in abetter style. This was intended
in the outsetto be made both sma ler and larger.; the first
for common readlnw. und thes other as a school- book which
has heen had in viéw all along, in the simplicity of" the de-
sign, and the sectional dmsnons._ -

“One main object of this work has been to exhibit the
actual state’ of the christian world ; to redace the denom-
inations of - chrisfians to the fewest possible number ;—to
form a new classification of them ;—to show that the differ-
ences,the splits and partics among them,are by no means so
great as has generally been: 'auppmefl, and to dissipate as
far as possible that vast and overwhelming obscurity which
has generallv rested on the minds of the ijliterste and unine.
formed in view of the almost endless divisions which are
satd to exist in the world.

All who bear the christian name are here represented
nndar fourteen general heads ; these are azain sub-divided

nto forty or 1ﬂy heads, and under these few simple divis-
LLE (many of which refer to precisely the same kind of
chris stlans, 1 different countries and conditions) it is - vonfi-
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dently believed, are fairly included without any exceptiof,
worthy of notice, all the denominations of Christendom.
The general heads may represent so many Kingdoms
or Empires, and the sub-divisions may be compared to
Colonies, Provinces, or States, which so far s they op-
crate in a separate capacity, exist merely imperium in im-
perio.  Very little truly has as yet been done to produce
that balance. of power and preserve those friendly rela.
tions among these christian nations, which earthly sove-
-reignties and repablicks find it so-much for their interest
inc happiness to maintaio among themselves, and there is
yet by far too much bigotry and prejudice in the world ;
but it must be acknowledged that:a spirit of forbearance, of
pacification and umion, is making a promising progress.—-
Each-of the different parties of christians, are beginning to
find that they cannot monopolize all the piety and talents—-
or cover ali theground—nor control all the affairs of the
christian church~—nor stop the spread of other “opinions,
especially in this land of freedom and toleration, where all
denominations are evidently on the increase ; they seem
also beginning to realise, that the Great-Jehovah in the be-
ctowment of his mercies and: blessings, i5 not confined (o
their ecclesiastical enclosures, nor'bound by their spiritual
sine qua nons, and that itis no way likely the milleniom
will be- brought about by the - exclusive ‘and universal
apread of .any one sect or party, great or small, but by  the
increase-of spirituality among them all, and by theirnearer
approach to the gospel standard of holiness and perfection.
It is pleasing to see an increasing disposition among the dif-
farent denominations to help, instead of hinder each oth-
er, in erecting houses of worship, in promoting missionary
enterprises, in encouraging ministerial education, and in all
the benevolent plans of the present day, for meliorating
the miseries of our ruined race, and for promoting the diffu-
sion of gospel light ; and when this social and truly chris-
tian temper shall pervade the whole christian world, then
we shall indeed have formed A woLy Avriaxce, which, in-
stead of terrifying the nations with its coercive power, will

1



YREFACE. | y

be the glorious augery of .their future freedom and blessed-
ness, o *
The constant aim of the author has been to let each
denowmwination speak for itself, cither by furnishing their owa
histories,or by referringto.such accounts as they approved ;
I have endeavoured as far as possible to catch their phrase-
ology, and adopt their peculiar forms of expression, which
like the different dialects of nations,though uncouth and hard
to be understood by others, yet are uttered with the great-
est fluency, and are perfectly understood by those who-are
accastomed to use them. -

[t was not until a subscription so large and wide-spread
was obtained, thatit would be improper to alter the terms
of the work, that the author was apprised of theinconven-
tence to which the narrow limits he had assigned toit would
subject him, and the constant necessity of abridgement and
compression has increased to no inconsiderable degree, the
labour of his undertaking. - It is difficult for any pérson,
who 18 unaccustomed to authorstip of the kind, to conceive
of the research and toil in which this littte work has in-
volved its author, which has been much augmenied by the
nature of the plan, and also on account of the neglected
state of the histories of many of the denominations in this -
country. And'itis due to many clergymen of different de- .
nominations to say, that many facts which have not before
been published by historians, have been furnished by their
verbal communications, or fromr documents deposited in
their private archives. P

1 have endeavoured throughout to make the work as
modern and American as possible, and cannot but flatter my-
self that Thave made some improvement in this department
of history. Some of the statistical views are rather con-
jectural than official, but I thought it bestto make square
work of the whole, as I am -confident that. studies of this
kind will be pursued more than formerly, and each denom -
ination may now see what is necessary to complete the
plan.  And it is hoped that none will be displeased with my
attempt to make out the statisticks and census of each de-

rom:nation, when they ;u‘e informed that one main design of
. . N ai .
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~'this work, from first to last, has been, to let therm see what
is needful to resuscitate and spiritualise their own commu-
nilies, and what will be their fair proportion of cost and ex-
crtion to carry forward the great work of regenerating and
evangelising the world,

1 very much regret that there should be a difference in
some cases in my statements, and especially beiween the
text and tobles, but it is difficult to do otherwise when we
write a continued history of progressive events, and fur-
nish copy merely as it is called for by the printer, which
writers whose hands are full of other busmess, think they
-do well to accomplish. - '

T o use the language of Dr.Evans, rebpeclmg his Sketch of
Al Religious, ¢ that the work is altogether free from relig-
ious bias the author does not aver, but he hasstrove to divest
himself of prepossession,” and has not, designedly misrep-
resented the opinions, nor injured the feelings of any class
of christiars whose. history - he has attempted ; and if he is
not mistaken in the feelings of ‘his heart, he has had a sin-
cere desire to correct any “€rroneous impressions under
which any of the denominations have liboured, and a
real satisfaction in wntnessmg whatever among them, indi-
‘cated-prosperity -and happiness, and an increase. of vital pic-
ty and'good order, similar tc that, which we experience
sraong our nelghbours and frlends, whom we value and es-
them.

- That a work of {his klm* collated under lhe dlsqdvantages

qlready mentioned from so many new sources,and attempting
views of Jll Religions so unusual, should be entirely free
from errours can hardly be exPected s and-all corrections,
~of ‘mistakes, and any new suggeatnons of imrrovement f{or
future editions wull recelve the grateful acknowledgments

of the 'mthor.
o DAVID BENEDI(‘T
Pawmcket, (R I ) Jyl,/ 0: 1394' o
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B[OGRA PHICALLY ILLUSTRATFD

SEABURY Samuirn, D. D first Blehop of the Epmmprd
“church in the United States, was the son of the Rev. Mr.

Seabury, C'ongreg'ltwnal minister at Groton, and afterwardz
Episcopal minister at New-London, and waa born in 1728.

After being graduated at Yale College in 1751, he went {o
Scotland for the purpose of studying medlcme but his at-
tention being soon directed to theology he took orders in
London in 1753, On his return {o this country he was set-

tledin the mmls*ry al Brunswick, in New-jersey, and af-

terwards in the city of New-York, and aiter that in New-
ILeadon, Con. In 1784 he went to England to obtain conse-
- cration as bishop of the Episcopal church of this state,
but meeting with some obstruction to the accomphqhment
of his wighes, he went. to. Scotland, where, on the four-
teenth of November he was consecrated by three nonjur-
ing bishops.  After this period he discharged for a number
~ of years at New-London the duties of his oflice 1n an ex-
- emplary manner. ' He died' February 25, 1796, aged 60
years.—JAmerican Biographical Dictionary.

Epwarps JonaTraN, President of Princeton college,
for the most of his life was a distinguished minister among
the New-England Congregationalists. He was born at
Windsor, Con. October 5, 1703, and was educated at Yale
college, where he took the degree of bachelor of arts in
1720, before he was seventeen years of age. His uncom-
mon genius discovered itself early, and while yet a boy he
read Locke on the human understanding with a keen- relish.
And he disclosed to an intimate friend a short time before
‘his death, that, at that early age he was as much engaged,
- and had more pleasurein studying this work, than the most
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greedy miser could have, in gathering up handfuls of silver
" or gold, from a newly discovered mine. Though he touk
much pleasure in examining the kingdom of nature yet
moral 'md theological researches ylelded him the hlﬂrhest
satisfaction. He was many years the pastor of the COUO‘IB- ,
gational church in Northampton, Massachusetts. 1n Janua-
ry, 1758, he reluctantly accepted the office of President of
the colleo'e in New-Jersey, as successor of his son-in-law,

the Rev. Mr Burr; but he had not entered fully upon
the duties of this stahon before the prevalence of the small
pox induced him to be moculated and this disease was the
cause of his death March 22, 1758 in the fity-fifth year of
s age ---leler S Retrmperi, .ﬂmerwan waraphccal Dic-
tmnar /. o

Assury Frawcts, waq born near Blrmmvh'lm, Eng-

land August 20, 1745 ; but as most of hig life was spcnt
Lnborloua services among the American Methodists,
he is identified with them, in their own feelings, and in the
view, of the publick. "He arrivedin this country in 1771,
and in 1774 he was consecrated to the Episcopal office in
the American Methodist church, which he continued {o fill
with great reputation, till his death which happened at the
house of his old friend, Mr. George Arnold, in Virginia, in
1816, in the 71st year ‘of his age, and 55th of his ministry.
His remains, by order of the General Conference, were
brought to Balumore and deposited in a vault prepared for
- that purpose under the recess of the pulpit of the Me*ho- .
dist church in Eutaw-street in that city. -
Mr. Asbury was peculiarly calculated from the ardour of
his feelings to keep the great machinery of the ‘travelling
connexion in motion ; forty years of his life were spent in
this employment in tl.e Methodist church in this country,
. thirty of which, were devoted to the EpnscoPal ofhce.
Asbury’s Joumal MS. of Rev. E. Mudge. -

- Backus lsuc, 'A. M. an eminent mlmster among the
Amcrlc'm Baptists, was. born at Norwich, Con. January
20, 1724. In 1741, a year memorable for the revival of
'rehglon, which took place through this country, his atten-
tion was farst arrested by the concerns of another woﬂd
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and he was brought, as he believed, to the knowledge of -
the trath as it in Jesus. In 1746 he commenced prearhmg
the gospel, and in:April 13, 1748, he was ordained fir:t min-
ister of a Congregatlonal church in Titicut precinct, in the
town of Middleborough, Massachusetls. |

About two years after,Mr. Backus and most of his church
etbraced the sentiments of the baptists, and he was install-
ed their pastor by. ministers {from Boston and Rehoboth,~
In this relation ke continued thrcugh the remainder of- his
life. Hedied November 20, 1806, in the 60th year of his
‘ministry and the 83d year of hxs age.

Rovcers Joun, D. D. was for ‘tany years a dtqtm-‘
cuished ‘and eminent pastor of a Presbytermn church in the
cnty of New-York. e was bornin Boston, Mass. August
5,1727. He was the son of Mr, Themas Rodgers, - and
Ehzabeth Buxter, his wife, who removed from the city of
Londonderry, in Ireland, to Boston, in the year 1721,
There they resided untll 1728, in the ‘autumn of which
year; when the subject of these memoirs was a little more
than a year old, they left Boston, on account of some trou-
bles occasmned by the Indians, and transfeued their resi-
dence (o the city of Phlhdelphla. ,,f '

Young Rodgers received his ‘education prmcnp'ﬂiy at the
Rev. Samuel Bjair’s.academy in Chester county, Pennsylva-
nia. Among his fellow siudents, was the Rev. Samuel Da-
vies,, whose excellent sermons are so_well known both in
Furopeand America. - In"1749 "Mr. Rodgers was settled
pastor of a church at St. George’s vnllage. Delaware.

In 1765 he removed to the. city of New-York, where
he Gpent the remainder of his days, and where he closed
- his usefu! labours, May 7th, 1811, in the 84th ye'n' of his
are, and 63d of his ministry. —Miller’s Life of Ridgers. ‘

GoTTHILF Hmecn Eexnsgt ] MUEHLENBERG, D. D. was
born at New Providence, Montgomery county, Pa. N'ovem-
ber 17, 1753. His parentq were the Rev. Dr. H. M.,
Y| uehlenberg, and Anua. Maria his wife, daughter of Conrad
Weiser, Fsq. Dr. HH M. M uehlenberg who arrived from
Germany.in 1742, and officiated as Senior of the Evangel-
ical Lutheran Mnmttenum in this country, may be consides
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 ed as the founder of the Evangelical Lutheran church in
North America, for, through his instrumentality it Was pro-
perly organized.

The education of young Muehlenberm was successfully
advanced at Phnladelphm, to which city his father had re-
moved—and in 1763, when he was ten years of age, he w as
sent to the Umversnt} of Halle in Germany.

As an evidence of his truly American spirit, it may be
mentioned, that when young Muehlenberg was preaented
to the Chmce!lorof the university in order to kiss hisbhand,
he refused. The Chancellor excuaed him on the score
of the Amarican’s youth. | | ~ * -

After availing himself of various sources of knowledo'e
and means of mental improvement, he went te Enahmd
and thence to Philadelphia where he arrived in 1770.

In the same year he received ordination at Reading, Pa.
and was called as an assistant pastoriin the Evangehml Liu-
theran churches at Phlladelphxa., -

In 1779 he consénted to officiate as pastor . in the con-
gregation at New Hanover, whence he removed in the
spring of 1780 {o Lancaster, Pa. where he faithfully dis-
charged the duties of pastor of an extensive Lutheran con-
gregation, until the last week of his earthbly life, and
where, commendmg his beloved family and charch, to the
holy keeping of his God, he died on the 234 May, 1815 m
the rich peace and- joyous hape of ‘the christian, aged 62

Dr. Muehlenberg’s exemplary plety, his ﬂmmble and
affectlomte deportment endeared him to all who enjeyed
the happiness of his acqumnhnce.. Blessed with a happy
strength - of constitution, and gifted with a vigorous and
contemplatwt, zentus, he acquired a dlﬂtmfrmshcd character
as. a man of science and a Theologian. _
| Botfnm was one of his ﬁwounte pursuits. ITow much

this science has been enriched by his labodrs, is well known
~ to its lovers.  He enjoyed the most extensive corres pond-
ence with the most illustrious cu!twators of natural science
both at home and abroad.  In fine, he was a man of ex-
emplary piety, eminent talents, and of profound erudition.
—MS. of Rev. F. C. Sc!zaefcr Pastor of St. Jfat"hc.v s
C..burck, caty of New-York, 3 '
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PAGANISM.

el § nanesy

DirrerENT opinions are entertained respecung the time
when the worship of idols commenced. Some suppose it
was before the flood, among the descendants of Cain, but
all agree that soon after that period, idolatry became the
pxevallmg religion of the world, and has continued to be
te the present time. :

As the discussion of this qubJe:ct opens a vast field be-
fore us, which we can but partially survey, 1 shall arrange
the contents of this article under the following heads :

1. Speculations of reflecting pogans concerning the nature of
Grod.—1t 1s remarkable that all philosophical heathens in ail
ages of the world, have believed in the being of God, and
it is as remarkable thai they never assign him the ocovern-
ment of the world ; but ascribe this vast undertaking to
inferiour deities.

The ancient philosophers wrote much concerning God,
and his attributes ; but their descriptions are often vagne
and confused ; and always far inferiour tothe scripture
definitions of the nature, of the eternal and ineffable Jeho-
vah. The prevailing opinion however among the ancients,
was, that God was the soul of the world. This was the
doctrine of Plato, of Pythagoras, of Zeno, and others ;
and this doctrine is still propagated among the Hindoos.

This ¢ntmus munde or soul of the world, was dittuscd
throughout the universe, and infused into every portion of
matter. < Both Stoicks and Platonicks held the world to
be alive. By virtue of this life, the great masses are held
together in their orderly courses as well as the minutest
particles governed in their natural motions, according to
the laws of attraction, gravity, electricily, and magnetism.

2
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14 ISTORY OF ALL RELIGIONX.

”“

It is this gives instincts, and teaches the spider her web,
and the bee her honey.”(1) ‘

A Bramhun ot superiour understanding gave Mr. Ward,
a missionary in India, the following confession of faith, as
the present belief of the philosophical Hindoos, concern-
the nature of God,viz. : * God is invisible, independent,
ever-living, glorious, uncorrupi, all-wise, the ever-blessed,
the almighty ; his perfections are indescribable and past
iinding out ; he rules over all, supports all, destroys all,
and remains, after the destruction of al ; there is none
like him ; he 1s silence ; he is free from passion, from
birth, &c. And from increase and decrease, from fatigue,
the need of refreshment, &c. He possesses the power of
mhnite diminution and lightness, and is the soul of all.”
- “ He created, and then entered into all things, (2) in
which he exists in two ways, untouched by matter, and re-
ceiving the fruits of practice. He now assumes visible
forms for the sake of engaging the minds of mankind. The
different gods are parts of God, though his essence remains
undiminished, as rays of light leave the sun his undiminish-
ed splendour. He created the gods to perform those things
in the government of the world, of which mar was incapa-
ble. Some gods are parts of other gods, and there are

il

(1) Berkley’s Siris, as quoted in Staughton’s Virgil, p-
392. In the sixth book of Virgil’s Ainead, beginning with
line 724, the classical reader may find the sum and sub-.
stance of the Pythagorian and Platonick philosophy, con-
cerning the nature of God.

(2) When the following lines of Pope were read to a
learned Bramhun, he started from his seat, begged a copy
of them, and declared the author must bave been a Hin-
doo :

‘¢ All are but parts of one stupendous whole,

Whose body Nature is, and God the soul ;—

Warms 1n the sun, refreshes in the breeze,

Glows in the stars, and blossoms in the trees ;

Lives through all life, extends through all extent,

Spreads undivided, operates unspent.” .

Ward’s View of the History, Literature and Religion of

the Hindoos. Introductory remarks, vol. 2, p. &7.




HI5'WORY OF ALL RELIGIONS, 15

#
» ey e selpinh - gy =S P - i . e St sttt iy iyl PP T PR S —— T T e T -
W e gieiginiey sne iy i-—*m.m—_“ m-—-w

deities of still inferiour powers. If it be asked, why God
himself does not govern the world, the auswer 1s, that it
might subject him to exposure, and he chooses to be con-
cealed : he therefore governs by the gods, who are ema-
nations from the one God, possessing a portion of his pow-
er : he who worships the gods as the one God, substan-
tially worships God. The gods are helpful to men in all
human affairs, but they are not friendly to those who seek
tinal absorption, being jealous lest, instead of attaining
absorption, they should become gods and rival them.

‘“ Religious ccremonies procure a fund of merit to the
performer which raises him in every future birth, and at
length advances him to heaven, where he enjoys happi-
ness for a limited period, or carries him towards final ab-
sorption. A person may sink to earth again by crimes
committed in heaven. The joys ol heaven arise only from
the gratification of the senses. A person raised to heaven
is considered as a god, &c.’’(3)
~ Such are the best views of the best of men among the
Hindoos. Such a mixture of truth and errour, of sense and
folly do they believe and teach.

But notwithstanding these partially correct views of the
nature of God, and the unity of the Godhead, still it i1s a
mournful and degrading fact, that ¢ the wisest and the best
of men in all heathen countries have ever been Polytheists,
and have adored, with the vulgar, the gods of their country.
“Nor has this fundamental doctrine c¢f religion—the unity
of God, been publickly professed, by any people, who had
not previously been enlightened by revelation. (4)

Their views of the government of the world and the
prospects of futurity were equally vague and uncertain :

In vain they pushed inquiry to the birth

And spring-time of the world ; ask’d whence is man ?
Why formed at all ? and wherefore as he is ?

Where must he find his maker ?* With what rites
Adore him ? Will he hear, accept and bless ?

&3) Ward’s View, vol. 2, Introductory remarks, p. 57, 58,
“1) Rev.R. Adam’s Religious World Displayed, vol. 1 p.187.

L]
L]
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Or does he sit regardless of his works 7—

Knots worthy of soluti tion, which alone

A deity could solve.—

"T1s revelation satisfies all doubts,

Explans all mysteries except her own ;

Aud so illumnates the path oflife,

That fools discover it and stray no more.

- Couper’s Task.

2, Causes of Idolatry.—* If we inquire into the true
causes of idolatry,” says Calmet, ¢ we must seek them in
the depravity of man’s heart, in hlS ignorance, vanmty, pride,
love of pleasure, his fondnecs of sensible things, his lhiber-
tinism, his brutal passions ; the irregular and excessive af-
fection of lovers ; the mistaken tenderness of a father for
his child ; (5) or a wife for her husband ; extravagant res-
pect of sub_]ects for a prince, or of children for their fa-
ther ; excessive gratitude for benefits and services receiv-
ed from certain persons ; admiration of the great qualities
of creatures, or of persons who had rendered themselves
illustrious ; one of the many of these causes, Joined with
the -indelible idea conceived by man of a dwmlty, induced
him to pay superstitious respect, worsbip and adoration to
what he loved, esteemed, or honoured to excess.”’ (6)

- 3. Obyects qf' idolatrous worship.—1hese were the sun
that enlightened them—the fire that warmed them—the
moou that dipected their steps in the obscurity of the night
—the earth that ncurished them—the air that refreshed
them—the heroes that cleared the woods and forests of
lions and serpents that annoyed them—the conquerors that
delivered them fronrtheir enemies—and the wise and gen-
erous princes, who rendered their subjects bhappy, and
the memory of their reigns immertal. They worshipped
the spirits of dead men, who in their life-time, were vilely
enormous, guilty of thefts and rapines, murders and parri-
cides, of horrid lusts, adulteries, rapes, and incest; per-

ll-—.n--l

(-)) Cicero on the death of his amiable and accomplish-
ed daughter, seriously intended her delﬁ%”atnon Religious
World Dlﬂplayed vol. 1, p.158.

(6) Dictionary of the szle, 'Ui‘ilClc Idolatry.
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soms that good and wise men would rather hate and despise
than respect and worship. Nay, they worshipped the vi-
lest of brute beasts, and serpents, and crocodiles ; also,
inanimate creatures, the stars and elements, rivers and
trees ; they dedicated temples and offered sacrifices, to
the passions of our souls, the diseases of our bodies, and
the accidents of our lives. To such objects as these they
paid their respects, and devotion—in them they reposed
their confidence. In a word, all the reins were slacken-
ed, and the most-abominable crimes were honoured with
priests, altars, and temples. Publick worship became a
publick prostitution. Incest, impurity, drunkenness, ha-
tred, and pride, were deified under the fictitious names of
Jupiter, Juno, Venus, Bacchus, &c. and criminal gods were
worshipped with crimes. .*

The religion of the vulgar was founded chiefly on the
fictions and fancies of the poets, who represented many of
their gods like the worst and basest of men : .

““ Gods partial, changeful, passionate, unjust,
Whose attributes are rage, revenge and lust :*°

And taught that the only way to please Bacchus, Venus,

&c. was to act like themselves in their worship. (7)
Such have beezn and still are the gods of the most enlight-

ened pagans ; butif we turn to the barbarous nations of
idolators we find a strange group of strange beings,

‘“ Abortive, monstrous and unkindly mix’d
Gorgons and hydras and chimeras dire ;”

Which are receiving the daily and devout homage of many

millions of our race.
Among the Greeks and Romans, the number of their

gods was stated inround numbers, at thirty thousand. A

building was erected at Rome, by M. Agrippa, in the reign
of Augustus, called the Pantheon, which signifies all the
gods, to whom it was dedicated. The same building con-
tinues to this day, and is now called the Church of St. Ma-

ria Rotunda. | .
(7) Adam’s Religious World Displayed, vol. 1, pp. 437,
141, 1514,

0



18 HISTORY OF ALL RELIGIONS.

' gy g 0!
hl

et el il i—alimiiey 5 il

The Hindoos profess to have 330,000,000 of gods; not
that they have even the names of such a number, but they
say that all human actions, as well as all the elements have
their tutelar deities, the catalogue of whom, they swell t{o
this absurd and enormous amount. The Hindoos have no
Pantheon like that just named, but the palaces of some ot the
Hindoo Rajas, contain courts filled with idols, each of
which has an establishment of priests, who daily perfurm
ceremonies of worship.(8) |

4. The principal gods of the heathen, and their peculiar
characters.—1In the natural world, according to Mr. Bryant,
the first and principal object of adoration, were the sun and
fire.(9) The Greeks had one supreme, and eleven subordi-
pate gods, viz.: Jupiter, Saturn, Bacchus, Apollo, Mars, Mi-
nerva, Diana, Juno, Venus, Ceres, Mercury, and Vulcan,
These were adopted by the Romans, and associated with
other deities, male and female, celestial and terrestrial, all
of whom had different offices assigned them in the affairs of
mankind. Jupiter, was by all the ancients represented as
the father, and king of gods and men. His usual title among
poets and orators, was pater omnipotens, the almghty father,
and In many respects, his attributes answered to those of the
eternal Jehovah. But still, his history abounds with im-
purity and scandal. He had four wives, the last of whom
was the celebrated Juno, who was styled the queen of heav-
en. He was the father of the Muses, the Graces, of Mer-
cury, Apollo, and the other gods, and had a prodigious num-
ber of children by his numerous mistresses.(1) Indeed, all
the principal gods andgoddesses were the fruit, either of the
omnipotence ,or debaucheries, of the all powerful Jove.(2)

The principal gods of the northern natiens of Europe,
were Thor and Woden, whose worship was extensive ; but
whose attributes were cruel and terrifick, for their wor-

(8) Ward’s View, vol. 1, p. 18.
- (9) New System of Ancient Mythology, vol. 1, p, 2«
vol. 3, p. 431—vol. 6, p. 265. )
%l) New Edinburgh Encyclopedia, article Jupiter.
2) Tooke’s Pantheon of the Heathen Gods, a very good
compendium of their history - -
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shippers thought they could never sufliciently glut them
with blood.(3) ‘ ,

Among the three hundred and thirty millions of the Hin-
doo gods, the principal ones are Brumna the Creator,
Visunoo the Preserver, and Suivu the Destroyer, and their
sacred writings exhibit each of these gods at his post, com-
mitting faults and absurdities that would disgrace beings
destitute of every spark of divinity, and even of reason.(4)
The principal wives of these gods are Doorga, Lukshmee
and Suruswutee. But they had also many other wives, fox
the geds as well as men, among this people, are addicted to
polygamy. ' |

As the Hindoos apply the doctrine of transmigration to
their deities as well as to themselves, all their principal
gods as well as many of those of a subordinate rank have
had many incarnations, in which they have assumed many
different forms, either for their own gratification, or for the
benefit of mankind. -

Amongthis vast range of gods, may be found the counter-
part of nearly all the male and female divinities of the
ancient Pantheon. And not only in the theogonies of their
rods, and in their character and employments, but also in
their philosophical peculiarities, there is a striking resem-
blance between the Hindoos and the Greeks.

Among the Hindoo gods we find those which answer te
Jupiter and Juno, the king and queen of heaven, to Apollo,
to Mercury, to Mars, to Neptune, and even to the insid-
1oug*Cupid, and the shameful Priapus. ' -

The Hindoo gods also resemble those of the aucient na-
{ions 1n ti}%ﬁl‘ perpetual quarrels and mtrigues.

Bruhind, Vishnoo, and Shivu, the Creator, Preserver and
DestFoyer, are perpetually counteracting each cther.—
Sometimes the Preserveris destroying, and at other times
the Destroyer is preserving. On a certain occasion, Shivu
eranted to the great enemy of the gods, Ravunu, ablessing
which set all their heavens in uproar, and drove the
330,000,000 of gods into a state of desperation. (5) ,
(3) Bryant’s New System, &c. vol. 6, p. 304.

(4) Ward’s View, &c. vol. 2, introduction, p. 17.

7
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The Hindoo Shastrus give an account of ten appearances,
or incarnations of Vishnoo, the Preserver ; nine of which
are past, and the tenth is yet expected. Jugunnat’hu(6) of
whom Dr. Buchanan (7) has given such an interesting ac-
count is one of the forms ot Vishnoo.

Vishnoo has a thousand names, and Jupiter had so many
they could scarcely be numbered. This god 1s represent-
ed in the form of a black man, with four arms. His heav-
en is said to be entirely of gold, and i1s eighty thousand
miles in circumference. All its edifices are composed of
jewels. Similar stories are told of the other principal
Hindoo deities, male and female ; of their incarnations, and
of the splendour and extent of their celestial abodes.

Doorga, one of the wives of Shivu resembles the ancient
Minervain her fondness for arms and war. Her quarrels
with Shivu, are like those of Juno with Jupiter; and her
marriage with that god, whose appearance is filthy, created
the surprise of the gods, similar to the marriage of Venus
with Vulcan.

Kalee, one of the forms of Doorga, says Mr. Ward, is the
Indian Diana Taurica, because to her human victims are
offered in sacrifice, and their sacred books give minute di-
rections for performing this horrid worship. Her dishev-
elled hair, represents the clouds, and intimates too that
tinie has neither beginning nor end. Her tongue, which
hangs out, is the representative of lightning. She exhibits
altogether the appearance of a drunken frantick fury.
Yet this is the goddess whom thousands adore, on whose
altars thousands of victims annually bleed, and whose tem-
ple at Kalee-ghatu, near Calcutta, 1s the resor(. of - Hindoos
from all parts of India.(8) - W
The principal god of the Chinese 1s Fo.

e e

(5) Ward’s View, &c. vol. 2, introduction, p. 68.

(6) The god of the world, from naihw, a lord, and ju-
gut the world. This is the same name which is generally
spelt Juggarnaut. I
('7) Dr. Buchanan’s Researches.

(8) Ward’s View, &c. Introduction, p. 28,
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Beodhu is the principal deity of the Burmans and many
surrounding nations. 'T'he image which represents him is
nsually called Gaudoma, or Goutumu. According to the
Boodhist system which appears to be a speculative kind of
pagan theology, God is represented as in awful inaccessi-
ble retirement, enjoying profound and perpetual repose.
Indeed, the Boodhist system makes such an inactive and
useless being of God, that they are generally denominated
atheists.(9.) 'The highest state of glory with the Boodhists,
1s what they call absorption, which will consist not only
in the enjoyment of heaven, but in being absorbed in the
fountain of the deity. -

Some of the Boodhu temples in Ceylon are capable of
containing three thousand people. Boodhu like Vishnoo, ig
represented as having ten incarnations. This religion is
spread over the Burman empire, Siam, Ceylon, Japan, Co-
chin China, and the greater'part of China itself ; and is by
some considered to be in reality the ancient religion cf In-
dia, and that the Bramhinical superstition 1s the inventior
of later times.(1.) o -

5. The cruelties of Paganism.—=These ccensist not only in
the want of charitable and benevolent institutions for the
orphan and widow, the sick and aged, the poor and insane,
and in the absence of the kind and social feelings which
christianty inspires, but in the performancs of the most
barbarous and cruel acts, under the name of religious du-
ties, which the worst passions of our nature ever led to.
Among these most horrid rites are the offering of human
sacrifices to the deity, and the burning of widows with
the bodies of their deceased husbands. '-
¢ One would think it scarce possible, says Bryant, that so
unnatural a custom, as that of human sacrifices, should
have existed in the world : but it is very cortain, that it
not only did exist, but almost universally prevaled. The

(9) Iinquired of Mr. Ward, whether this was a fair rep-
resentation of their sentiments, since they admit the being
of a God.” “But,” said he, *“a God who never does any
thing, but is always asleep, 1s no God at all,”’

(1. )Ward’s View, §c. vol. 2, p. 383.
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FEgyptians, the Cretans and the Arabians, offered human
sacrifices to their gods. The Persians buried people alive.
The Cyprians, the Rhodians, the Phocians, the Ionians,
those of Chzos, Lesbos, and Tenedos, all had human sacrifi-
ces. The natives of the Taurick Chersonesus offered up
to Iiana every stranger whom chance threw upon thei:
coast. The Pelusgiina time of scarcity vowed the tenth
of all that should be born to them, for a sacrifice in order to
procure plenty. The Gauls and the GGermans were so devo-
ted to this shocking custom, that no business of any moment
was transacted among them, without being prefaced with the
blood of men. Among the Druids and the worshippers of

Thor and Woden and all the people of the northern nations,
not only the children of the peasantry, but often those of the
great, and sometimes princes themselves, were devoted to
their bloody deities, either to atone for national sins, or
to procure national blessings. The altars of these gods were
far removed from the common resort of men; being gene-
rally situated in the depth of woods ; that_ the gloom
might add to the horrour of the operaticn, and give a rev-
erence to the place and proceeding.

- This custom prevaled in JMexico to an awful extent, and
Montezuma, the last emperour of that country, offered
20,000 human victims every year to the sun. (2)

Pomare, the late king of one of the South-Sea Islands,
which has renounced Paganism, and embraced Christianity,
is said during his relbn fo have offered 2000 human sacri-
- "fices.
~ Inmost cases captives taken in war were doomed to
this horrid death ; but in others, children were brought up
for the altar, as sheep are fattened for the shambles; and
they were bought and butchered in the same manner.

The dearest earthly posqessmns were considered the
most acceptable to the gods, and the more distinguished and
beloved the child, the more its sacrifice would propitiate
the favour of their blood-stained divinities. And ac-
cordingly the Carthagenians, in a time of great danger,
offered two hundr ed children of the prime nobility to S'l-

{2) Robertson’s America, vol. 111. p. 199.
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turn. These sacrifices are still continued in Africa,
in India and other parts of the world. (3)

The horrours of the funeral pile among the Hindoos
are too notorious to need a particular description. Per-
sons from childhood to extreme old age, are doomed to this
shocking and tremendous death.

Since much has been published on this subject,Ish al}
only relate the few following incidents :

About 1796, during adark and rainy night, a woman
who was the subject of this awful ceremony, as the fire
began to scorch her, found means to disentangle herself;
and lmd away in some brushwood. Her absence was
soon discovered, an alarm was glven—search was made
—and she was soon led up to the pile again. She
pleaded for her life at the hands of her own son, and de-
clared she oould not embrace so horrid a death—but she
pleaded in vain ; he said he should lose his cast, and that
therefore he would die, or she should. The son and the
others present, then tied her hands and feet, and threw her
on the funeral pile, where she quickly perished.

About 1804, a child of eight years old was burnt with
the dead body of a Bramhun near Calcutta. (4) At the
time the news arrived of the death of the child’s husband,
she was playing with other children at a neighbour’s house.
~ As she had just before been severely chastised by a cruel
aunt, she resolved to burn with the dead body, to avoid

similar treatment in future. And the priests of the coun- -

try cheerfully aided the immolation of this thoughtless and
petulant child. For besides supporting their religion, they
obtain a fee on such occasions.

Another instance 1s given by Mr. Ward_of a woman fif-
leen years old, who had an infant hut three weeks old, sub-
mitting to this dreadful death. When her:friends urged
her to think of the situation of theinfant she would leave,

r (3) ryan’s New System, &c. vol. VI. pp. 25, 321.
(4) Marriage is a mere mercenary contract entered into
by parents and friends, without ever consulting the wishes

of the parties ; in this manner children arc often married in
their earliest years.
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she begged them not to disturb her mind with such things :
it was only a female child, and therefore the leaving ofit
was of less consequence. After she had mounted the fu-
neral pile, she sat up, and assured the officiating bram-
hun, that she then recollected, that in a former birth, he
was her father. -

Instances are related of women eighty years of age or
upwards perishing in this manner. And one case is men-
tioned of a bramhun who had married upwards of a hun-
dred wives, thirty-seven of whom, were burnt with him.
The pile was kept burning for three days, and when one
or more of them arrived, they threw themselves into the
blazwng fire. (5) ~ -

Burying alive, and tortures of various kinds are among
the religious duties of this people. ,x -

T'he cruel exposure and clandestine murder of new-born
infants is common to many pagans and some of the most civ-
ilized and refined are much addicted to the practice. It is
said in the streets of Pekin alone, there are upwards of
3000 children annually exposed. (6) -

6. Indecencies and impurities of Paganism.—In the ancient
mythology, there is scarce a deity, male or female, whose
history does not disclose, something lascivious and impure ;
and among the Hindoo gods we are continually presented
with debaucheries and crimes. So shockingly obscene and
impure is their worship that Gopula, a pundit, employed in

 the Serampore printing oflice, and a very respectable man

among the Hindoos, declared that a-man of character was
often ashamed of being present ; and that if ever he re-
mained, he concealed himself in a corner of the temple.
He added that a song was scarcely tolerated which did ‘not
contain the most marked allusions to unchastity, while those
which were so:abominable that no person could -repeat
them out of the temple, received the loudest plaudits.  All
this 13 done in the very face of theidol. There is ano-

ther feature in this system of idolatry, which increases its

(5) Ward’s View, &c. vol. L1 pp. 304, 308.
(6) Bishop Porteus’ Sermons, vol. I. p. 312, as quotedby
Adam,
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pernicious effects on the publick manners ; the wars, quar-
rels, and licentious intrigues, of their gods, are all held up
in images, recitations, songs and dances at the publick
festivals. ‘

In 1806,says Mr. Ward, I was present at the worship
of the goddess Doorga, as performed in the house of Raja
Chrishnu, at Calcutta. After describing the greainess
of the assembly, and profusion of the offerings, and the
many strange peculiarities of the worship—he observes,
* the whole produced on my mind sensations of the great-
est horrour. The dress ofthe singers, their indecent ges-
tures—the abominable nature of the songs——the horrid
din of their miserable drum—the lateness of the hour—~the
darkness of the place—with the reflection that I was stand-
ing in an 1dol temple, and that this immense multitude of

atnonal and :mmortal creatures, capable of superiour joys,
were, in the very act of worship, perpetrating a crime
of high treason against the God of heaven, while they
themselves believed they were performing an act of mer-
it—excited ideas and feelings in my mind, which time
can never obliterate.”

““ T should have given, in this place, a specimen of the
songs sung before the image, but found them so full of broad
obscenity, that I could not copy a single line. All those
actions which a sense of decency, keeps out of the most in-
decent English songs, are here detailed, sung, and laughed at,
without the least sense of shame. A poor ballad singer in
England, woald be sent to the house of correction and ‘flog-
ged, for performing the merztoncus acttons of these wretch-
ed 1dolaters.”

The reader will recollect that the festivals of Bacchus
and Cybele were equally noted for the indecencies prac-
tised by their worshippers, both in words and actions.(6)

The Hindoo Bramhuns have contrived to unite balls and
theatres and sacraments, in the service of their gods, so that
- the gay and giddy, the thoughtless and profane, find in their
| temples gratification and enjoyment

(6) Ward’s View, &c. Vol. II, p. 94. _
%




20 HISTORY OF

pre R AT )

ALL RELIGIONS,

The lingu worship seems the climax of depravity and
debasement, in this system. The lingu is an image of
Shivu in the form of acssgar loaf, with a projection at the
base, like the mouth of a spoon. An account of the ori-
gin of this worship, says Mr, Ward, even when refined as
much as possible, 1s too gross to meet the publick eye, yet
the daily number of the worshippers of this scandalous im-
age (even among the Hindoo women) is beyond comparti-
gon far greater than the worshippers of all the other gods
put together.(7) ' :

Well might Buchanan say, the peculiar attributes of
heathenism, are obscenity and blood.(8)

7. The tmmense cost of supporting the Pagan religion.—~The
magnificence and number of the ancient heathen temples
almost exceed calculation or belief. At one time there
were no less than 424 temples in the city of Rome. The
temple of Diana at Ephesus, was accounted one of the seven
wonders of the world. It was 425 feet in length, 220 in
breadth, and was adorned with 100 columns 60 feet high ;
and as each column 1s said to have contained 150 tons of/
marble, as .ne stupendous edifice, outside and in, was
adorned with gold, and a profusion of ornaments, how im-
mense must have been the whole expense of its erec-
tion ?(9 -

* -Anc(i z?t the present day, many of the pagan nations go to
immense expense in the support of their religious worship.
It is stated in the Indo-Chinese Gleaner, a paper published
by the Missionaries in China, that there are in that empire
1056 temples dedicated to Contucius, where above 60,000

(7YWard’s View, &c. Vol. Il. p. 16.
~ (8)The author in a private conversation with Mr. Ward,
while he was in this country, obtained an explanation of
the nature of thisidol. And although it cannot be written,
yet the classical reader may find something like the idol
and the worship, in the story of Priapus, and in the phal-
lice festivals of the Egyptians and Greeks. '

(9)New Edinburgh Encyclopedia, articles Diana and
Fphesus. - 1




HIS

TORY OF ALL RELIGIONS. 27

g

animals are annually offered. ' The followers of Confucius
form one of the smallest of the three leading sccts, among
the Chirese.

A few years since the raja of Nudeeya spent 100,000
roopees (about 50,000 dollars) in marrying two monkies,
when all the parade common to Hindoo marriages was ex-
hibited.(1)

Gunga, a person of the writer cast, head servant to Mr.
Hastings, expended, it is said, 1,200,000 roopees at his
mother’s shraddhu, which is a funeral ceremony intended

to release the souls of the deceased from the custody of
Yumu, the judge of the dead. N . .
In one of the festivals of Doorga, in the city of Calcutta
alone, it is supposed, upon a moderate calculation, that halt
a million sterling is expended annually. An individual,
some years since, expended in this worship, at one time,
38,000 pounds, more than $160,000.(2) ' .
Miscellaneous remarks.—l1t is worthy of particular notice,
that no pagans, ancient or modern, seem to have ever known
any thing of that sublime and evangelical doctrine, the love of
7od. And surely itis enough to make mankind fear and wor-
ship such a crew ; {o insist on their loving them too, would
be outrageous and absurd. And indeed reverence for the
Hindoo gods, among many of their wershippers, does not
exceed their merit. When it thunders awfuliy, respectable
Hindoos say, ¢ O! the gods are giving us a bad day ;”’ the
lowest orders say, ¢ The rascally gods are dying.”” Dur-
ing a heavy rain, a woman of respectable cast says, ¢ Let
the gods perish! my clothes are ail wet.”” A man of low
cast says, ‘¢ The rascally gods are sending more rain.’’(3)
The temples of pagans answer none of the ends of a
christian temple. Here are no prayers, no praises, no

confessions of sin, no discourses to devout assemblies, to

(l)Hunoman the mnkey,s a celebrated od among
the Hindoos, and many wonderful and ludicrous stories are
told of his strength and agility.—Ward’s View, &c. vol. 11.
p. 197.

(2)Ward’s View, &c. vol. I1. pp, 336, 387.

(2)Ward’s View, &c. p. 67.



T T o S—— -
a‘ - o -Fh"r ‘?\

HISTORY OF ALL RELIGIONS,.

e Ll L TR R P

28

Ay gy~ .,
LA P, sl et <t -

' it el -k

excite them to repentance for their transgressions, and to
the love of God. But the worship is performed before an
idol made of a cold stone, or of some other material, by a
solitary priest ; and when a crowd assembles, 1t is to enter
upon orgies which destroy every vestige of moral feeling,
and excite to every outrage upon virtue.(4) The want of
discourses like our sermons was sensibly felt by the empe-
rour Julan, who went back to paganism, and he intended to
remedy the defect.

8. Extent of the Pagan religion.—1f the whole world, as
known to us, were divided into thirly-two parts, not less
than nineteen of these parts are still inhabited by pagans
and idolaters. They possess, at this day, more than one
half the extent of the immense continents of Asia and Africa,
together with considerable portions of Europe and Ameri-
ca. " Different estimates have been made of the total num-
ber of the pagan nations, and most accounts agree, that

they are somewhere from four to five hundred millions.(5)

Many have doubted whether all these mllions of the
human family are deserying the odious name of idola-
ters ; they suppose there are multitudes among them, who
have correct views of the character of God, and render
him an acceptable worship. Efforts are now making to
explore all parts of the pagan world, and certainly nothing
will afford greater pleasure to missionaries or their sup-
porters, than to find multitudes of this description in pagan
lands. ~ ' -

But until evidences can be obtained to justify the pallia-
tions and excuses which many are so anxious to make for
the heathen, we may consistently consider them idolaters,
without God and without hope in the world ; and we ought
to pity their deplorable condition, and continue &and in-
crease our efforts to bring them to the knowledge of God,
and the gospel of his Son. - -

(1)Ward’s Views, &c. Intro. p. 45.

(5) Rel. World, &c. vol, 1. p. 165.




MAHOMETANISM.

This vast company of religious professors, take their
name from Mahomet,(1) who was born at Mecca, a city in
Arabia Felix, in 571. The circumstances of Mahomet’s
early life, were such as presented no flattering prospects of
erandeur, and no probable views of ambition to his future
hite. He was illiterate, obscure, and very poor, till he mar-
ried Cadigha, a widow of considerable property, for whom
he had acted, for a number of years, as a mercantile agent,
so much to her satisfaction, that she in return, gave him the
command of her property and person. This alliance,
which took place in the 25th year of his age, raised him to
an equality with the richest citizens in Mecca, and laid
the foundation for his future fortune ; and from this period,
it 15 supposed, he began to meditate those schemes which
raised him to eminence and power. -

. Character of Mahomet.—This is differently repre.
sented by different writers. His followers of course con-
sider him as the model of perfection, and as superiour to
all other men, who ever lived upon the earth; as the
chosen and favoured instrument of God for the greatest
c00d to mankind. Some describe him as a man of the
most consummate policy, and possessing the most fertile
genius for fixing on auxiliaries for the accomplishment of
his ambitious designs. Others represent him as a wild en-
thusiast, whose claims to celestial visions, were like those

DRI Mg

(1)Mobammed is allowed, by Prideaux, to be the true
and proper pronunciation of this name. But as the vulgar
manner of writing it is Mahomet, he thinks it best to adopt
it.—Life of .Mahfm;et, Preface, p. 13,

3
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of many hairbrained pretenders, whose schemes have fallen
into oblivion, for the want of those favourable conjunctures
which led on the Arabian prophet to authority and fame.
Mahomet was undoubtedly a man of penetration and sagact-
ty, and was thoroughly versed in all the arts of insinuation
and intrigue. IHe made a fine personal appearance, and
was fond of being thought to look like Abraham ; was hb-
eral to the poor, courteous to his equals, and condescend-
ing to his inferiours. He is said to have been a person of
few words, of an equal, cheerful temper, and very pleasant
and familiar towards his friends. As to learning he had
none, but this he turned to a useful account, by insisting
that the writings he produced as revelations from God,
could not possibly be a forgery of his own. And his fol-
lowers also, instead of being ashamed of their master’s ig-
norance of literature, gloried in it as an evident proof of
his divine mission, and scrupled not {o call him the zlhierate
prophet.(2)

His fondness for women, by his own confession, was be-
yond all bounds of moderation, and his many salvos in his
Koran for his concupiscence and concubinage, are disgust-
ing to every chaste and virtuous mind. The multiplica-
tion of his wives, and his fond dalliance with iemale disci-
ples, settled down, in his later years, into a sensual gross-
ness, which, whatever may be said of the polygamy c¢f the
times, was altogether incompatible with that sainted em-
nence, and celestial unction, of which he made such per-
petual and ridiculous boasts.(3)

Mahomet limited his followers to the number of four
wives—with the liberty of keeping as many concubines as
they could maintain ; while he himself married fifteen, or
as others say, twenty-one wives, besides having several
concubines. Of these, five died before him, six he repu-
diated, and ten were alive at his death. But his having thie

: (2)Sale’s Koran, Preliminary Dscourse, Pp. 44, 42. Pre-
ace, p. b. *

(3)Some anecdotes are given by Prideaux of his capacity
and rage for sensual gratifications, which are too gross to

be transcribed,—Life of Mahomet, p. 87.
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number of women was in consequence of a divine indul-
sence with which a God of infinite purity«and justice, ac-
cording to his account, had favoured him. ¢ O prophet,
we have allowed thee thy wives, unto whom thou hast given
their dower, and also the slaves which thy right hand pos-
gesseth, of the booty which God hath granted thee ; and
the daughters ofthy uncles, and the daughters of thy aunts,
both on thy father’s and thy mother’s side, who have fled -
with thee from Mecca ; and any other believing woman, if
she give herself unto the prophet; in case the prophet
desireth to take her to wife. 'This is a peculiar privilege
oranted unto thee, above all the rest of the true believ-
ers.”’{4) .

Ambition and lust were undoubtedly the predominant
passions of the false prophet; these are discoverable in
the whole system of his religion; and there is scarce a
chapter in his Koran, which does not contain something
respecting war or women.(5)

2. Origin and character of the Koran.—It was not till
Mahomet was forty years old, that he took upon him the
title of the Apostle of God, and began to publish the reve-
lations which, according to his account, were communicat-
ed to him from heaven by the angel Gabriel. These celes-
tial communications, Gabriel gontinued to make to him, for
the space of twenty-three years, directly from the archives
of heaven, where the originals were deposited. They
were placed in the chest of his apostleship ; and from this
mass of revelations, the Koran was compiled after Ma-
homet’s death, by Abubecker, one of his earliest and most
illustrious disciples. This is the Mahometan account of the
origin of the Koran ; but others say, that instead of writing
the chapters of this famous book by the dictation of Gabriel,
that he was assisted in their composition, by a Persian Jew,
and a Christian Monk, by whose aid he acquired such an

extensive knowledge of the Jewish and Christian relig-
ions.(6) ‘

(4)Koran, chap. 33. Prideaux’s Life of Mahom
(5)Life of Mahomet, p. 80. '

- {6)Life of Mahomet, p. 23.

et, p. 81
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That he was assisted in the forgery of his pretended
visions was a thing well known at Mecca, and indeed he
complains of these injurious insinuations in the 25th chap.
of the Koran. |
The Koran is the bible of the Mahometans ; it consists of
114 chapters of unequal length, and is beld in the highest
veneration by this people. It notonly contains their the-
ory of religion, their rules of moralily, but their system of
jurisprudence. On the foundation of this book, the throne
itself is erected ; from this, every law of state is derived ;
and by its authority every question of life and of property
1s finally decided. -
The Koran is a mixture of sericusness and levity; of
moral precepts, and ceremonial details ; of sublime de-
scriptions of the character of God,and of the most grovel-
iing and frivolous illustrations of the duty of man ; in one
passage we read of the exalted atiributes of Jehovah, and
of the terrours of the day of judgment ; and in the next we
meet with some ridiculous and offensive directions for mus-
selmen-to adjust collisions among their concubines and
wives. Well might Gibbon say of the Mahometan Oracles,
* that ¢ they sometimes crawl in the dust, and at other times
are lost in the clouds.”” The whole is thrown together
without order or arrangemeng,; every where an attempt to
mmitate the scriptures is visible ; but unlike them the Ko-
ran attempts to explain what i1s inconceivable, to describe
what is ineffabie, and to materialize what is in itself spirit-
ual ; and in the various representations of another world,
it descends to an unnecessary minuteness and particularity,
which excites disgust and ridicule, instead of reverence.

‘ Invention, the first praise of all productions of genius,

18 wanting in the Koran. It does not contain one single

doctrine, which may not be fairly derived either from the

Jewish or Christian scriptures, from the spurious and

apocryphal gospeis, then current in the East, from the

Talmudical legends, or from the traditions, customs, and

opinions of the idolatrous Arabians. The materials from
all these sources, are heaped together, with perpetual
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mpetit§ons, without any settled principle or visible connex-
ron. (7

Tl(le professed object of the Koran, was to replant the
true and ancient religion, professed by Adam, Noah, Abra-
ham, Moses, Jesus, and all the prophets; to destroy the
idolatry of the Pagan Arabs, and the superstitions of Jews
and Christians, A mixture of all these religions is discov-
erable in this book. Much is said in it of the principal
characters and events contained in the scriptures ; but
both Jews and Christians are called 1dolaters ; the patri-
archs and apostles, according to the Koran, were Mahom-
etans ; the angels worshipped Adam ; and the fallen angels
were driver from heaven for not doing so; Christ was
neither God nor the Son of God, and aszared Mahomet of
this in a con<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>