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RELIGION IN PUBLIC SCHOOLS.

BY E. C. BENEDICT.

in accepting the invitation to prepare and read a paper before
this Association, “On the modes in which it can best promote the
interests of education 1n common or public schools;” I am greatly
encouraged by what the name of the Association suggests.

It 15 American—and 1 assume that the word American is not
used in amerely local sense, but to show that the Institution is
American in its character, 1ts purposes, and its tendencies—that it
is imbued with the spirt of’ our Institutions, seeks to go on in har-
mony with them, and to strengthen them, in all that here constitutes
a State, and to fit the universal people for the duties of daily life and
citizenship.—lt is an Assoceation. It brings together from our various
localities, those who feel a deep 1nterest in a common purpose.
Men of all creeds in religion, of all parties and stripes in politics,
and of all diversities of gifts meet here on a common platform for a
good to the commonwealth—to listen to each other, to learn wis-
‘dom, to gain strength, and by mutual and reciprocal influences—
often diverse and conflicting—to unite in some compound line of
influence, where all these separate, forces combined, may move in
steadiness and strength, to great and useful results. It is this com-
bination of diversities, to some extent antagonistic, which 1s the
strength of American institutions.—it is for the Advancement of
education, 1t does not seck simply to reproduce and strengthen an
old systemn, It sees plainly that no past, anywhere, has known any-
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thing of our circumstances, our wants, our sympathies, or our des-
tinies, and therefore can but imperfectly minister to our needs. This
soctety looks to progress. It looks forward, and onward, to see the
want, and the means to meet it, and it looks to the past and the
present, to get wisdom, not precedent—to learn, if possible, why 1t
is that the old does not meet the wants of the new.—It 1 for the
advancement of fiducation. With our political and social institu-
tions, 1t 13 not those alone who {ill official stations, that here govern,
but those who vote. Those who read the newspapers, and those
who rock the cradle, as well as those who are in 1, all belong 1o the
royal family, and are connected with the sovereignty of the nation.
Nothing, therefore, can be more important than the best means of
fitting us for our possible as well as our 1nevitable destinies.

I consider, then, this Assoclation as asking, Where is that com-
pound line of action, on which men of all diversities, by union and
concert of influence, can advance a system of education best suited to
qualify the American people for their political, social and religious
duties ?

This subject T consider much the most imaportant one now before
the American people. And 1t seems to me necessary to the view
which I take of it to repeat many well known and familiar truths,
and I shall not apologize therefore, even on such an occasion as this,
for inviting attentlion to what is not new, and may indeed, seem
common-place.

Professor Maurice in lis lectures on National KEducation-—always
forcible, but sometimes fallacious and delusive—properly divides
systems of education 1nto three classes

Ist. Those which make education consist in cultivating the
intellect.

2d, Those which make 1t consist m giving information.

3d. Those which make 1t consist entirely in restraint,

Fach of these systems is plainly made with a microscopic and
narrow view of the subject, and an unphilosophical view of the
nature of man. For no system of eduecation can be at all perfect
which does not unite all these purposes—cultivation, information,
restraint—as cardinal purposes. The intellectual faculties, and the
moral and religious sentiments, must be cultivated, trained, and
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strengthened. The mind must be stored with useful knowledge of
facts, principles, and conclusions, and the selfish and sensual antmal
propensiiies must he restraned,

Maw is the creature of education.  Of all animals, he alone 1s born
to ho taught.  The wonderful instincts of the most sagacious lower
animuls have, indeed, been the admiration of all ages.  Wisdom has
pointed to them for lessons of instruction to superior man, but they
thernselves have been tanght no wisdom, They have taken no les-
sons from experience, study, or observation. The ant and the
beaver of to-day build their first habitation as well as the first of
their races, aud no better. The birds sang 1n the groves of Para-
dise the same songs which they now sing, and the hittle busy bee
gathered honey from the opening flowers of’ Eden, and built her
cell, aud spread her wax, and governed her little monarchy, pre-
cisely as she does i the clover hields of our Republic. And they
will go on so forever,  Dut not so, we——our grosser animal pro-
pensitics unrestrained, are baser than those of the brutes ; our selfish
sentiments unrestrained, will make us but predatory animals—inen
of preyf Reason uncultivated, is a blind guide, and her light un-
trimmed and unfed, is properly called the dim light of nature. Re-
ligion, uninstructed and unguided, is 2 most debasing idolatry, and
a cruel superstitio. Philosophy and theology sometimes call the
untaught and undisciplined human animal, the natural man, and the
brutalized and savage state, the state of nmaturc—meanig, thereby,
that such is man without education. But, by eduacation we really
seck only to make a more complete and pertect man—a more natu-
ral one, We seek to draw him out, not to reorganize him; to
develop, not to create ; to perfect him in the fullness of his balanced
and cultivated nature. If we would give the world assurance of g
man, his physical nature must be cared for and educated, lest it
impair and distort the more precious instincts to which it furnishes
a frame and support, and is to give expression. His animal nature
must be restrained, regulated, moderated, and utilized. His intel-
lectual nature must be tramed to power and dexsterity. His moral
nature must be cultivated to be a law unto the whole, and his reli-
gious nature must be opened, informed, and taught to recognize and

follow that true light which lighteth every man that cometh into the
world,



1t seems tome that the characteristic defects of American primary
education are:

First—Its fallure properly and harmoniously to cultivate the
whole intellectual nature. We teach, but we do nos always edu-
cate. We give a little knowledge and 3 little skill, but we do not
~enough develop and train the whole mind.

Second—"The neglect of proper moral instruction and training,
in the law of our duty to each other—the law of right and wrong
in daily affairs. |

Third—The neglect of the proper, thorough, systematie, religious
instruction and training in the law of our duty to ourselves and to
Grod.

It iy quite apparent that the same means which cultivate the
physical man, are not the most appropriate for the cultivation of the
intellectual powers or the moral sentiments, or the religious feel-
ings, nor to inform the mind, and vice versa. As each department
of man’s nature has its appropriate function to perform; so it has its
best and most appropriate means of cultivation. A game of ball or
cricket, 1n hours of relaxation, or the active and various pastimes of
a live-long holiday, away from the schoolmaster, will give strength
and elasticity to the muscles, and the glow of health to the face, but
how different these from intellectual exercises—from the wrapt and
converging attention of profound study, and lucid demonstration—
the severe and exclusive abstraction of physical analysis and gener-
alization. And who would think of recommending them as means
of religious cultivation—who would think of mixing with them the
contemplation of the mysteries of our holy religion, or the ritual of
our Churches.

In all these things, we are to look to the useful and the practical,
But I would not be misunderstood 1n the use of these words. The
useful is not always what we have the most occasion to use, nor the
practical that which we have the.most frequent occasion to practice,
but that which wmost increases our practical ability, and tends to
mike us most useful. We do not study chemistry because we ex-
pect 1o devote“ouralives to retorts, and crucibles, and gases, and
acids. We do not rack our brains with conic sections aud the
higher caleulus, because we ' expect to have frequent occasion to



7

use them, any more than we study mechanics that we may devote
ourscives to splitting with wedges, toiling at the wimndlass, or moving

welghts with the lever,—1The Main Purpose of our ﬁmdy is to give
the menus of selecting, acquiring and using knowledge through life,
i the various circumstances in which we may be placed. 1t 18 Lo
expand, to strengthen, to cultivate the powers of the mind; to adjust
and to set in motion the intellectual machinery of the human consti-
tution, so thut without friction or jar, all its parts may go on in
harmouious and easy action, accomplishing the greatest amount of
good and securing the greatest amount of happiness. What we
desire to obtain by educating the intellect is the power—the inter-
nal impulse—the intelligence—the wisdom to devise and to direct,
and the dexterity to do what may properly belong to the individual
io do, This 1s intellectual training.

In the matior of morals and conduct, men act either from 1mpulse
or from a sense of duty; crimes and vices come from unrestrained
impulses, To the man whose moral nature is properly cultivated
the first consideration which presents itself in any matter of conduct,
18, what he ought to do. At home, abroad, in public and in private
life, in business and in amusement, the law of right and wrong-—duty
—i3 constantly before him, and when he is properly nstructed 1n
the law of morals, he learns as the simplest and clearest truth, that
he should do unto others as he would that they should do unto him,
and his rights aud duties are found to move in perfect harmony
with the rights and duties of those with whom he 1s socially and
politically in contact or association, This law of our duty to each
other is one which can be taught with the greatest advantage to the
very young. It must however be inculcated. It does not come by
instinct, nor by mere command, still they immediately perceive 1t
when it is pointed out, and feel its influence when its truths are
applied ; yet the legitimate opening of the mind to morals as a sys-
tem, or branch of knowledge is nowhere practised on the very
young as it should be, and in our country where every temptation
is in favor of individual and selfish'activity, the young American is
too often sent forth into the walks of life, able to read the newspa-
pers, to study the markets, and keep accounts, and to get his moral
training in those pursuits whose maxims are—*' There 1s no friendship
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in trade”—“A. thing is worth what it will fetch”—# Let the buyer
look out for himself”—“Am I my brother’s keeper?” Who can
fall to see the great change which would be wrought in the char-
acter 1f' all children were early and systematically and thoroughly
mstructed i morals—in the simple elements, indecd—Dbut still the
same subject that iy deferred till the student enters the higher
classes of the higher serminaries where it is called Moral Philosophy.

So too of early religious instruction and cultivation., Is theve
anything thot can compensate for its loss? Those parents that
neglect it, do their children an injury which cannot be repaired in
after life, after opinions are imbibed and habits formed, 1t must be
taught them 1n their early years, if vou would give it an active,
habitual, abiding influence, It must be habitually, constantly, sys-
tematically, and ably given. That part of man's nature will no
more grow to 1ts perfect character, untutored and untrained, than his
intellectual and moral nature, nor o much. Buying and seiling—
the selfish pursuits of business——the cares of the world, the deceit-
fulness of riches, arc quite consistent with a true religious charac-
ter, but miserable cultivators of i, As the chosen people of God,
with the pillar of cloud by day, and the pillar of fire by night, with
the Tabernacle and the Urim and the Thummim, constantly relaps-
ed into idolatry when restraints were withdrawn ; so the powers of’
the intellect without the proper restraints of moral and religious
cultivation, bow down to the godlessidols of the lower propeunsities,
But cultivate the intellect and subject it to the influences of refined
moral and religious sentiments—how they chasten and control, and
utilize the grosser nature! The excitements of the reason and the
hlood, bécome a steady stimulus to that true selfishness which seeks
its own interest in virtue and usefulness, Then the glorious erowth
of our true nature covers up the coarser soil in which it has sprung,

The great characteristic instinets of man are society, government
and law. These are not inventions or discoveries. They are the

natural habits of the human being. They are more or less perfect,
as he devotes to them more or less of his reason—his power to per-

ceive and to apply political, moral, and religious truth—which is the
highest and most exclusively characteristic of his natural instincts.
This with his sympathetic and gregarious instincts, divides the race



5

into nations, each having its peculiarity of national life. No truth
18 more clear or more important than that it is vain to fight against
the spirit-—the proper idiosynerasy—of national life except with a
view to revolution——to au entire overthrow or regeneration of that
life, and our system of education must be in harmony with our insti-
tutions, and the spirit that pervades them. If we attack what is
mplanted in our mnational nature, iff we seek to make headway
agninst that powerful current which carries forward the nation with
constantly increasing velocity in the direction of its instinetive sym-
pathies, we demonsirate nothiug but our own weakness and folly.

Tho peculiarities of our government are—the soverelgnty of the
people—1trial by jury—popular sufirage—frecedom of speech, and of
the press—The people at large are at the same time the source and
the subjects ol political sovereignty ; they ave the mintsters of law,
justicn, and authority ; they select, and they judge the legislators,
the juwdges, and the administrators of the law, and they must work
ont thewr own political and social position. 1t 1 therefore our first
duty to see that all the people are educated, It is the great politi-
cal necegsity of our national life that the nerves of its intelligence,
1ts power, and its productiveness, should everywhere interpenetrate
the whole body, and shounld he everywhere brought to the surface
and spread over it in a tissue of the quickest sensibility, carrying
the animating spirit and the performing power, to every muscle of
our action. This being a necessity of our nature, how can it be
asked whether the government have the right to provide for the
aducation of the people? The power of self protection and of self-
detence—the power to cultivate and to strengthen the powers of its
own being, and improve its nature belongs as much to every gov-
erpment as to every man. The people are the real sovercigns,
Should not the sovereigns be educated at the public expense ?

It 18 1n another point of view peculiar., Iundreds of thousands
of immigrants are pouring in upon us. Gen. Washington, in
announcing to his army the peace of 1783, congratulated his fellow
soldiers that the humblest of them “ had assisted in protecting the
rights of human nature, and establishing an asylum for the poor
and oppressed of all nations and religions.”” The lapse of time has
shown that none foresaw the depth and strength of that current of
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population which was to set to our shores, and which now brings
hither a quarter of a million of persons annually, to be taken up and
assimilated by the greater bulk of the nation, and healthily wrought
into the composition of our people. QOur institutions are regarded
by almost all other governments as in mature and tendency hostile
to them ; yet our ports are open, and we wisely invite every man to
come with us, and be of us. We do not trouble ourscives about
his antecedents. 'We do not ask him for a passport, If he De the
minion of a tyrant, we have no fear of him or his master. Unher-
alded, unwatched, unintroduced, without any impropriety, he is at
the levee of the President, and goes where he will, If he be a
political refugee, wo stand between him and his pursuers, If he
have fled from unequal laws, and seeks for a shelter and a home,
then our hearts open to him—if he be an escaped martyr of liberty,
then no matter in what disastrous battle his liberties may have been
cloven down~-no matter who sent him to prison, or who has put g
price upon his head, his name echoes to the shouts of our people
as they meet him in their midst. Almost without exception, these
immigrants come with the desire to take the nature as well as the
name of American citizens, and if the parents are sometimes a little
awkward in thetr new home, the children born here take to Amer-
ican institutions as naturally as to their mother’s milk.

But in nothing are our institutions more peculiar than in their
relations to religion. In this as in popular government we stepped
forward in advance of all nations. No law can be made by the
National Government respecting an establishment of religion, and
the free exercise and enjoyment of religious profession and worship,
without discrimination or preference, are here by our organic laws
secured to all mankind within our jurisdiction, This liberty of
religion, while 1t was founded in the true nature of religion, and
was from its own nature a necessity, was even more so for us when
we threw open our gates of welcome to all that chose to come and
take part in our great American Association, and assume the alle-
giance of freedom and mutuality. It could not fail to be foreseen
that the inflowing streams from other nations must always be of
various religious faith and worship, and often deeply hostile, and
always 1mpossible to be united in any course of religious instruct-
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ion. This diversity must always continue ; the people of all sects
would takeup arms to prevénﬁ the establishment of a GGovernment
religion. Every step toward it, and every tendency to it, must
sursly fail. There existed in many of the original States while
Colonivs, and in some of the most powerful of them, alter their
independence, a sort of religious establishment, protected by laws
moie or loss exclusive and stringent, and by a great unity of belief,
but now not a vestige of it remains. That same American influence
which has carried our flag over twenty-three degrees of latitude
and sixty degrees of longitude, has secured to that great territory
of freedom entire relicious liberty. It is an instinct of the nation,

But the character of this liberty is often misunderstood. It 1s not
a right to demand from the Government an equal support for all
relipions, as some seem to think, but the right to be entirely tree
from Government rogulation. It 1s the law of liberty only—not the
law of equality ; not that the Government is bound to patronize all
alike, but that it has no right to patronize any. Religion being the
tie which counects the individual with God, 1s acknowledged and
expressed In such acts of real worship and obedience as are accept-
able to Him. It is personal in man; it must be personal to God.
It must be voluntary and sincere, or it cannot be religion. We
cannot compel, or control, or prohibit, or direct it, and it 1s our
consclentious duty to resist all attempts to compel one to observe or
to propagate a system of religion which he believes to be false, and
the highest oppression is that which compels us to support every
form of religion. The state has no means of ascertaining the true
religion, or the most acceptable acts of worship—pure matters of
the heart and the conscience alone—and 1is guilty of as great a
usurpation and does as great a violence to religious liberty by sup-
porting all, as it would by prohibiting all sects of religion.

I shall be called a latitudinarian, perhaps, when I say that secta-
rian distinctions are no part of true religion, while they are at the
same time a necessary and not undesirable result of various intel-
lectual activity, moral culture, and intensity of religious feeling.
They are entirely consistent with mutual respect, mutual confidence
and generous co-operation 1n the great purposes of religion. Ac-

cording to my faith, the Captain of our salvation has lifted up a
i
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glovious flag, which waves its ample folds of light in the purer ;5‘1{;&&”
and steadher breezes of the upper heaven, bearing the motto~—
«CGilory to God in the highest—peace on earth and good will to
men,” the zuide of all his followers, and if the various captains of fit-
tice, the loaders of the zealous squads of sectarian troops, choose 1o
adopt & peculiar uniform, and march under a little banner of their
own, fluttering n the cross currents and baffling winds of the earth,
let them do so; but why should they ruarrel about the white or red
of thelr wmform, or mutually denounce cach other because the one
marches to the spirit-stirring quick step of aggressive propagandism,
and the other to the gtatelier maveh, and with the more solemn step
of historical forms and conservative respectability,  The first time
that this proseriptive and exclusive spirit showed itself among
Christisns, it spoke with the natural tone of authority, and in the
ingtinctive languaze of peremptory intolerance, and it recetved a
rebuke which should have silenced it forever ; “And John answered
and spid, Master, we saw one casting out devils in thy nawme, aud
we forbade him, because he followeth not us—and Jesus said, Forbid
hirm not, for he that is not against us iy for ws” This rebuke
seems to bave died with itg divine author, and paltry ambition and
pelty jealousies have ever since kept alive the strife of who should
be greatest; but itis still as true as it was in the beginning, that the
test of religion is not so much 0 what denomination we belong, nor
what band of disciples we follow, as whether we cast out devils in
the naome of the true God, and 1t 18 still true that sectarian exclu-
siveness will continue to exist, and cannot be overlooked, or dis-
regarded, or suppressed.

For what I have already said, and what further T shall say on the
subject of religious education, I shall make no apology, for it is, just
at this time, the subject of ereatest 1mportance in connection with
Common Schools. Tt is to this subject, mainly, that I desired to
mvite the attention of this Association, and all that T have said:has
been intended to bear upon it with more or less importance. I look
with the &ﬁ&pﬂﬁt regret upon the indications that two or three great
and influential sects of Chiristians seermed disposed, if not to destroy,
at least 1o frown or look coldly upon Common Schools, unless they
¢an be made more positive and active seminaries of religious in-
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styuction.  They seem to consider the secylar school as the fittest
agent fur sectarian }1}1‘(}1:1513-‘%&&11},md to fear thar the tenets of thelr
faith and the forms of their worship cannot be safe, unless they be
intrusted to the keeping and nstruction of the schoolmaster.  They
are sure that infidelity will come in with horn Looks aund arammars,
that heresy and schism will lurk in the multiplication table and the
rules of arithmetie, unless they be exorelsed with a mixture of sec-
tarian teaching,

Mo One Can ﬁ;Lil L Beo that ma]iing the C{]I},’iﬂ}{}ﬂ 5{;3’10{313 Pt"}ﬂitive
religious agencies svould be the first step—and a decided one—
toward placing them under ecclesiastical guardianship and supres
macy. 1 religious peculiarities must be taught in the schools, then
the appointed ministers of religion should be connected with the
sacred duty P rofl. Maurice suggests that the teachers should be
ordained by the church—and then how easy to insist that the sacred
office should not be subject to secular control, and that the school
officers must also beloug to the sacred profession, and then must
come religious tests and qualifications for office, and sectarian ani-

mostty would add 1ts bitterness to primary and gencral elections,
and the truths of God and duty and conscience would be settled by
the popular majority of the ballot-box—zand a strong and triumphant
sect possessed of the power and patronuge of the (Fovernment, what
might they not do in the heat of sectarian victory T It roust never
begin to be. Religious freedom and equality is a part of our creed
in politics, 1 morals and religion, and may be said to be a part of
our nature. ‘Those who seek to disregard it, and those who seek to
do violence to 1t must sooner or later be overwhelmed, Common
Schools, to which all may intrast their children, are its greatest safe-
guards and its never-failing protection. '
Unfortunately, there are those who desire to-destroy the Common
Schools, It is our duty to beware of such, under whatever plausi-
ble pretence they may cover their design, There are others who
have no such desire, but deceive themselves in urging a course quite
as fatal to Common Schools as open hostility. It is our duty to
distrust them all.  Whether they denounce the Schools to-day,
for being uunder the care of voluntary associations, or to-morrow,
when a State system is fortifying itself, they exclaim, with well-
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affected horror, “ Who gave the State a right to meddle with the
education of children?’ Whether they denounce the schools at
one time for teaching religion, or at another time, with deeper
emphasis, denounce them as godless and infidel schools—or, at
another day say that they only desire that parochial schools should
be established, in which each sect may teach its pecnharities to the
children of its own parishes.

It does not require more than ordinary intelligence to see that
all these ideas strike at the very vitals of Common Schools, Take
the most plausible one, that of parochial schools—what does it pro-
pose, in substance? Nothing less than to withdraw from the Com-
mon Schools the children of all religious parents, and to give them
schools by themselves, thus practically denocuncing the Common
- Schools by the united voice of the best citizens, We may be quite
certain that it would not be long before these sects would insist
that the parochial schools should participate in the public school
funds, or that those who support parochial schools should be ex-
cused from paying school taxes, or be permitted to apply their taxes
to their own schools, Then how long would the Common Schools
~—get apart for the poor and the wicked—stand ? And if the school
money is to be divided among the sects, how shall it be divided?
Shall 1t be divided by the number of sects—or by the number of
parents-—or by the number of communicants—or by the number of
general followers—or by the number of children—or by the num-
ber of those who attend school-—or according to property or taxa-
tion? There are the elements of so many disputes and acrimonious
quarrels in all this, that universal education must die under it.

And, the nature and character of our institutions being consid-
ered, it seems to me that there can be no greater evil, thau ta sep-
arate the children of the people from each other on the grounds of
the religious fhith and worship of their parents—to teach them
practically, that Catholic and Protestant—DPresbyterian and Metho-
dist, and Baptist and Episcopalian children ought not to meet to-
gether for a common purpose of common good, 1n a matter having
no necessary relation to religious peculiarity, And, on the other hand,
nothing can be more interesting to contemplate than the beautiful
fruits of bringing them all together in schools, to know each other
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in the endearing relations, sports, studies, and sympathies of the
school-room and ihe play-ground during the course of their early
aeducation. Cau anything have a stronger effect 1 making and
keepiog us o united and happy community !

This 15 not a question of whether we shall please this or that
sect, or yield to the demands of this party or that—whether we
shall feel alarm at the ery of godless schools, or sectarian schoolg—
buat, what, under the clreumstances of our case, 18 the best course to
pursue to promote the success of Common Public Schools—to give
them their proper American character, and f{ree them from all
rational objection in any quarter. To do this, the schools must be
reasonably acceptable to all classes of the citizens, and this can be
done in no way except by dispeusing with sectarian instruction and
the pecaliaritics of religions worship in the schools,

We can do right--we can do what ought to satisfy all, and then
the uufounded complaints of a few will be but the expression of the
weakuoss of their cause.

What should, be our rational rule of conduct in other similar
cases ¥ Therc comes to us from abroad what an amount of industrial
skill and of artistic taste, to increase our productiveness, to multiply
vur comforts, and to add to our luxuries! What throngs of intelli-
gent travellers pass on the highways of our travel, and crowd the
great points of observation! What should we say of our duty or
our wisdom, if in the mills of Massachusetts—in the mines, and the
factories, and the workshops of Pennsylvania—in the hotels of our
cities, and watering places—the caravansaries of our travel, and
the palaces of our fashionable resort—and among the laborers on
the canals, railroads, and public works of our aggressive civilization
—the reading the Bible, the repeating the Lord’s prayer and the
decalogue, should with Procrustean precision be enforced upon all
these collections of persons of every faith and every worship? As
a social measure, a8 a patriotic measure, or as a religious measure,
is there one man of common intelligence to advocate it, even If 1t
could be successful? Much less when it could not, but could only
deprive us of what we want-—their skill, and taste, and labor, and
deprive them of what both we and they desire that they should
have—the health-giving and invigorating atmosphere of our free
institutions,
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So with the schools—whenever we can find a few children to-
gether shall we compel them to lay aside their occupation for the
time, and read the Bible, or say their prayers, or perform some
other religious duty 7 Will 1t be sure to make them better ? Is
. 1t the best mode of giving religious instruction?  Shall we require it
at the dancing school, the ric?ing school, the music school, the visit-
ing party, and the play-ground—ghall studies, and sports, and plays,
and prayers, and Bible, and creed, and catechism, be all placed
on the same level? Shall we iusist that secular learning cannot be
well taught unless it is mixed with sacred forms? Shall Algebra
and Geometry be always interspersed with religion? Instead
of quod erat demonstrandum shall we say selah and amen? Shall
we bow at the sign plus 7 Can we not learn the multiplication table
without saying grace over it %30 of religious instruction, will it be
improved by a mixture of profane learning? Shall the child be
taught to mix his spelling lessons with his prayers, and his table-
book with his catechism ?—1f there were any necessary relation
between religious and secular instruction, which reguired that they
should be kept together, the subject would have another aspect.
But no one has ever maintained that the religious teacher~—~the min-
1sters of religion, and the ofhice-bearers in the church—should mix
secular instruction with their more solemn and sacred inculcations.
Ushould be almost charged with profanity, if T should attempt to
exhibit the sacrilegious folly of mixing these earthly alloys with the
precious and virgin gold of divine truth; if I should exhibit the
preacher as pointing to the grammatical construction, the rhetorical
finish, the oratorical display of his discourse, as a necessary part of
Ins teaching 1n the sacred desk ; if I should show you the ritual of
the church prescribing mathematics and metaphysics for fast days,
and Belles Lettres for festivals, and subjecting the mysterious and
life-giving elements of the holy eucharist to the analysis of a chemi-
cal lecture. No, no, these sacred matters are set apart ; they are
themselves alonc; they are by divine appointment entrusted to ap-
propriate keeping, and let those who fear that their religion will be
destroyed by good Common School secular instruction doubt the
favor of God, and the truth of their religion. And let those who
throw upon the schoolmaster the protection of their religion beware



17

that they be wot struck down, if by extending their profane atd to
the ark of God, they doubt the sufficiency of the divine protection.

No one can doubt that the best results must flow from em-
§}§£}yiﬂg arithmeticlans and grammarians to teach arithmetic and

rrarumar, aind plous and godly persons, deeply imbued with the
}E it of religion and the love of Gad, to teach religion, and fitly
plunt the secds of divine truth in infant winds. These can be
well tanght only by kind and gentle and sympathising personal
inculcation, 1 know that it will be asked witlhh the most earnest
emphasis “ But you would not banish the Bible, and creeds, and
pravers, from the schools? Do we not all believe the Bible, and
who cannot repeat the Lord’s Prayer? Are God and the Bible
sectarian 7 Is it not unreasonable to require us to lay aside the
Apostles” Creed and the Ten Commandments 77

Now, the veading of the Bible, the repeating of the lL.ord’s
Prayer, the Apostles’ Creed, and the Ten Commandments, 1n
school 13 more ritualistic than educational. It is not for mwprove-
ment in secular learning nor in sacred learning. It 15 intended
rather as a religious ceremony, and, if it give ofience, 1s it not an
unnecessary offence?  What if we say that no one has a right to be
offended, still we have no right to offend them, and deprive them of
an inestimable blessing by mixing with 1t what to them 1s not only
unpleasant and repulsive, but, in their opiniou, unwholesome, Lurn
the tables—substitute for the reading of the Scriptures at the open-
ing of the schools the simplest and least offensive of the religious
ceremonies of the Roman Catholic Church—reading from the mis-
sal some portions of it, to which in itself there would be no objec-
tion ; insist that the school shall bow at the name of Jesus; shall
always speak of the Virgin Mary as the Blessed Virgin, or the Holy
Mother of God, and see 1f all of us would be willing to send our
children there day by day. See if the pulpits and the Ecclesiasti-
cal Conventions throughout the land would not re-echo the word of
alarm—And why should we compel the Jews, who are numerous in
our. cities, to listen to the New Testament; to repeat the Lord’s
Prayer, or the Apostles’ Creed, or be taught the mysteries of re-
demption, or leave the schools ? |

Shall the people be left in ignorance, and the course of popular
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education be stayed? BShall the doors of the school-house be shut to
thousands by our insisting that & heterogeneous community shall
conform to a ritual to which there may be no objection in a homo-
geneous one?  No one would think that for a mere form or cere-
mony the great system of Common Schools should be overthrown.,
We can stlently dispense with what would be offensive to any in the
matter of religion without injury to the schools, and so for as we
can do so surely 1t 1s our duty to do it.

1f there were no place but the school for religious wstruction it
would be another thing.  But every sect has 13 religious instructors
—1ts priesthiood and clerical guardians., 'These everywhere hold a
position of power, respectability, and influence, Kvery worship
holds its peculiar doctrines and rites to be of the most necessary and
sacred character. Whether they be Christian or Pagan, they all
hold that there should be a sacred profession, fitted with pecufiar
care for its sacred duties, and holding, as it were, a more intimate
and confidential interconrse with the Deity, that they may more
efficaciously instruct the people.

But what sect of worshippers of the true God have ever found in
the ministers of their religion, the actoal religlous tutors of their
children? The clergy perform the ministration of the sanctuary
with fidelity and zeal, and the little child is permitted to sit beside
its parents and fold its little bands and kneel ay others do. The
preacher, with all the persuasives of eloquence, discusses the great
truthg of religion and the sanctions of duty, and the little child is
permitted to listen in the starch and restraint of enforced deport-
ment; but how much does this teach him what his little opening
mind needs-—how ineffectually does this cultivate his religious nature,
and form his soul to expand in purity and moral beauty, and to
grow in favor with God? The préacher always preaches to the
comparatively adult—to those whose minds are mature and whose
habits are formed. 'What should we think of 2 system of secular
education for children which exhausted itself in labored essays,
learned lectures on science and art, and profound and elegant
harangues, reviews and criticisms to adult men and women ?

If the minister of religion habitually devoted half his time and
labor to direct and suitable instruction to the young, in religious



rnotters, he would do more good to all than he does now. His im-
pressions upou the young would be perpetual sermous to the older,
The mind is almost lost in adwmiration at the good which he would
do to s congregation, old as well as young. Tor this I hold him
responsible. I do not admit his excuse, nor do I believe 1t will be
admitted hereafter that he passed the duty over to the teachers of
Conunon Schools, and left 1t m thelr unconsecrated hands, Their
Grreat Master did not send the little children to the schoolmaster,
but he sald, “Suffer little children to come unto me.” Ie took
them in his hands and blessed them.  Close hand to hand instruct-
ion, with the kindness of religious sympathy and blessing, was the
example he gave us,

A few years ago was opened the first Sunday School. It began
in rags and wretchedness, and on the day consecrated to religious
duties, it did fitting deeds of charity, by teaching the alphabet to the
poar and the forsaken. It was something more than lifting the ox out
of the pit on the Sabbath day. It was lifting helirs of immortahity
out of a more horrible pit,  'What fitter purpose for the Sabbath
than to give rcligious instruction to the young, and who so fit to
give it direct superintendence as the ministers of religion—the
office-bearers tn the Church? Who can doubt that the amount of
good would be greatly increased by devoting half the Sabbath to
carelul schooling of clildren in religious matters, under the direc-
tion of their proper rcligious teachers?

In our cities there are numerous so-called parochial schools, and
Schools for the poor, where thoy are separately taught at a large
expense. I know many such, having each about 100 pupils, and
supported at a cost of about $3,000 each per annum—and just at
this time parochial schools are said to be the great want. 1f those
children of the poor were sent to the I'ree Common Schools, where
instead of learning lessons of humiliation, they would stand on the
level of our republican equality, and be taught at no expense to
charity, and if the money applied to charity and parochial schools,
were wisely applied to giving a small compensation to proper Sun-
day School teachers, and proper missionaries to go into the high-
ways and hedges of vice and irreligion; to seek the dwellings of
the ignorant, and induce them to send their children to the Common

School for secular instruction, and into the Sunday School for reli-
3
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gious instruction, who can doubt that those few thousands of dollars
would do incalculably more good than now.*

The Sunday School is now a most important agency of good in
the matter of religious instruction, but it has not passed ou in 1ts
course of development to its final and highest stage of usefulness
and excellence. 1t must become a regular ecclesiastical agency,
under the formal care of the Church, and the superintendence of
its office-bearers. Many of its teachers and agents must be paid
for their services, and receive a salary in proportion to the actual
average attendance on the School. It must be made the interest of
the teachers to seek out, and persuade to come into the school, the
poor as well as the rich, and to keep them punctual and steady in
their attendance. Its influence then on the rising generation cannot
be over-estimated. And when we look at the change which would
be wrought on the face of society, when a generation of children
thus reared shall constitute the adult community, the mind 1s almost
lost in the attempt to measure it.

There is another point in which 1t will meet a great religious
want of the community. There is In every direction, and among
all the denominations of religion, a complaint of a great want of
candidates for the sacred ministry. The love of gain, the fondness
for that extraordinary activity which characterizes the movement of
business and public affairs, leads our people to direct their ambition
to the walks of active life, and there is little to invite them to the
sacred calling. 'That calling requires education, secular and theolo-
gical, which cannot be obtained without counsiderable expense—even
where schools are free. The clerical profession in all ages and in
all religions receives large accessions from the poorer class of the
community—thoge -who are elevated by it to a desirable position in
the community. The state of society and church organization in this
country does not favor the discovery or bringing forward of those who
would gladly be led forward to that position of usefulness, and those
who are without means are compelled at the earliest moment to seek
for a small compensation in some industrial employment as a means
of support. Now if there was a path of religious industry, so to
speak, in which the truths of religion, the art of inculcation and the
power of applying religious truth, and of acquiring over others the
influence of kindness and religious suasion, came as a natural result
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of that occupation as the arts and apphances of the trades, profes-
sions and pursuits of business life are acquired in clerkships and ap-
prenticeships, what an agency we should have for good. 1Tf this
was 1 the power and under the control and management of each
sect or denomination, it would be free from all objection, and would
have also the spur of devoted zeal and religious propagandism to
oive and sustain that impulse which the love of gain and wordly am-
bition supplies in secular pursuits, This cannot be done to so great
an extent as may be desirable, but if every ecclesiastical organization
in the land would make Sunday Schools as much a part of their
system as the priesthood and the services and ordinances of the
sanctuary—with regular schools, where those who serve the church
are pald as regularly as those who serve in the desk or the chotr,
what seminaries they would be for rearing those who might minis-
ter at the altar, What normal schools to keep up the supply of
religious nstructors.

There are those who seek to resist the spread of Common Schools,
and are constantly misled by their own practical misrepresentation
and transparent fallacies: They often repeat that the family and
the church are the agencies appointed by Divine Providence to train
the youthful mind in a proper, moral and religious course, as
though the friends of Common Schools sought to subvert or under-
value either of these agencles. 1t is they, the objectors themselves,
that depreciate those sacred and divinely appointed influences by
insisting that the dogmatical and unconsecrated schoolmaster shall
take the place of the parent and the church as spiritual teacher. They
insist, as though it were denied, that religion is the only true found-
ation for moral training and that without morals, merely intellectual
dexterity is a curse instead of a blessing, as if we discarded morals
and religion from our system of education, and sought to rear up a
one-sided, acute and unconscientious race of men—when it is we
alone who 1nsist that a systematic and thorough religious education
be given to all by teachers of their own faith. We do not make a
question whether religious instruction be necessary for the young,
but whether it be of necessity mixed with the Common School secu-
lar instructions. Not whether it shall be given at all, but when, and
how, and where, and by whom, and at whose expense it shall be
given. Must it be given by the schoolmaster ?  Shall his imperfect,
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gecasional and diluted, perfunctory, instructions be, as they too olten
have been, the apology for neglecting regular and thorough religious
ingtruction, or shall the proper religious instruction of the young be
demauded of the proper relivious tenchers of the people T¥

What, then, can this Association do 10 advance education in Com-
won Sehools

1st, They can, by & harmonious, constaat and consistent effort
teach the people that education in secular learning is a matter of
cotnmon cancern of the highest character, and properly belongs to
the dtate, whose duty 1118 to provide schools which shall be free to
all and the right of all, and adapted to the wants of all through all
the stages of a complete education.

2¢. They can help to arrange a course of Uommon Schoof
studies which ghall be fitted to culilvate a1l the powers of the mind,
stove it with useful knowledge, and restrain the prarvient propensi-
ties of childhood aud youth,  This is now 2 most lmportant want of
Common Schools.

3d. They can demovstrate that the proper parochial school for
the religlous instruction of children s the Sunday School, where,
under the supervision and influcnce of bishops, presbyters, and
deacons—by whatever names they may be called—and devout men
and womon-—aon the day set apart for refigious instruction and wor-
ship in the temples consecrated to the service of God and his
Church—protane and secular learning and servile labor, and vain
recreation, all laid aside—shall teach to the young recularly, constant.-
ly, and systematically, the great truths and duties of religion—the
ecclesiastical organization of their Chureh, and its rituals and teach-
ings, and the Bible, with the notes and comments so necessary to make
its sacred truths mtelligible and profitable to their tender minds.

I have detained you too long, and I close with the single remark,
that [ have indicated here a line in which all our forces act in the
sarne direction, and nstead of weakening cach other by a partial
antagonism, will all converge to the same result with o reduplication
of their power. It scemsto me to relieve the religious question con-
nected with Common Schools of every diffienlty, If there be any
that doubt, et them reflect upon the subject with unprejudiced
winds, in all its velations, and truth will prﬁw’mi
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The publication of tho foregoing paper having been delayved many

moiiie afrer the copy was Turnishod, T add in an appendin =oino mattors
ouly recently within my knowledge.

A.

The history of the School of the Refornred Dureh Chureh in the civy
of New Y ork, by HMewry W, Duorshes, the Prwcipad of the School, just
published, induced me tu compare that most exceilent and successful
School with the Bmylay Scheol of bt Greorge’s Clarelhr (Dr. Tyug's)
New ¥ ork.

"The School of the Reformed Dhach Choreh Is the oldest School in the
State, having beon 1n successtul operation for the last two hundred and
awinty yoaby,

The School-hoose and site is worth 310,000 ut n very low estimnate——

"The iuterest on thab suwimn at s1x per cent I8 RG00
The other uunual expeoses of straction are 2,100
Whole aununl exnensos of the Schoo! "iLOOD

The number of pupils is linited to 150,
There are taught thore the usual hzfmf*hm of 0 good Eughish Bdueation.
The School is Copened and closed each day w ith prayer, or reading the
Bible, or singing a hynu or two of thosn oxereizes. wm;ram me
sons ™ is vsed as a reading book,  Bach pupil reecives instruciion in the
Carochism of the Dutch Church two hours o cach weell, aod 18 rogal-
vod to attend Chorelh and Sundey Selivol i ooe of the Duteh Churches,
The nfluence of the Schoot s of the very bost kind,

The followine letter {rom Mr. Winston, the Muperintendent of D
Tyug's Sunday Schooll exhibits the state of that School,

Murvao lare Ixsuraveg Co.
New dork, Feb'y 10, 1854, z
£ C. Bexemor, Esq.,
Deay Sir,
Tu replying to your enquiries as to the
Sunday Schest of 8. George’s Church, 1 take them up in the order i
which you put them.

We have more than « thousand scholars in the Senool, varying in age
from three to twenty-five years. The proportion who are children of
members ol the congregation, T do not kpow with cortalnty, but should
suy about two-thirds.

The time devoted to relizions insteuction is one and an half hours each
sunday-—nand one large infunt class is wnght also, constuntly during the
addtional hour and a “half of the church service.

The Pastor spends a short time with the school each Sunday, but takes
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no purt in the instruction given. Ele also meets the School one Sunday
afternoon during ench month, when he addresses them, and gives them
instruction, and at all times he feels and manifests a strong interest in any
thing that pertains to them. "he afteruoon service of every Sunday ig
uniformly devoted to the young, throughout the year, and with the most
gratifying interest and profit.  No part of his labors have so tended to the
eminent prosperity and strengtly of the parish as those devoted to the
young. e parents crowd fo hear these lectures to the children.

The annual expense per scholar, 13 about twenty-five cents, which is
appropriated to buying Bibles, hymn books, question books, &ec., for
the scholurs. We have also libraries for the teachers and Bible clusses,
and also one for the Sunday Scholars, of over 2,000 volumes, which is an
additional expense. w

The School ias grown from a very small beginning five years ago, to
its. present size, and with but little eftort except on the part of the child-
ren, whose interest in their little companions and firiends, induces them
to solicit their attendance. Benefits, every way, physical, moral, and
religious, have attended the School, and [ konow of no place where so
much good has been so cheaply, cheerfully and happily cone. |

I believe our Sunday School is but a type of nearly all which are legit-
imately and properly conducted. It is the largest, so far as I know, here
or elsewhere, and its results have forced upon my wmind the conclusion,
that no labor 1s so important and o blessed as this. Tt is noiseless, unex-
pensive, and unobtrusive, but it is working out stability and prosperity to
our institutions, while it promotes personal religion and active benevo-
lence in both the teachers and the taught.

With great respect, yours traly,
FREDERICK S. WINSTON.

We are thus, in llustration of the views of the foregoing paper, enabled
to compare the oldest and most successful parochial school in the State of
New York, with Sunduy School and pastoral arrangements for giving
religious instruction to the young, which are believed to be the best in the
world. Both these Schools are in the neighborhood of the best Public
Schools, whtere scculur education is eutirely free to all, and given at the
expense of the State.

The Dutch Church, therefore, pay $20 a year (for each pupil) for the
religious instruction of their School. It would be cheap at five times tho
cost, if it could not be otherwise obtained.

In Dr. T'yng’s church, the same expense gives to eighty times as mauny,
the complete voutine of religious instruction, from the earliest percep-
tions of religious truth, up to careful and various biblical and doctrinal
learning.

Now, if the 83,000 were applied to give $100 a year each to thirty
young men of the Dutch Reformed Chureh, who should devote s0 much
of the Sabbath as might be necessary to performing the functions of Sunday
School teacher and missionary——seeking ont new scholars as well ag de-
linquent ones, and, by words and acts of kindness, securing the interest
of parents as well as children—would not much more be done than 1s now
douse in teaching one hundred and fifty children the Catechism? And let
it be proposed to Dr. Tyng’s congregration, to give up their Sunday
School of one thousand children, costing only $250 a year, and accepy in
place of it a $3,000 School for teaching the secular branches and the
Catechism to 150 children, what would they say 7
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home omphatic statements of Rev. George B. Cheever, D. D. denoun-
cing e in two or three sermons quite recently preached to his large
congregatlon—subsequently recast aud published in a volume called ¢ The
Right of the Bible in our publie schools,” and portions of them again with
variations presented to the readers of the Independent, one of the most
widely circulated newspapers published in New York, should be placed
side by side with the foregoing paper, whose spirit and purpose the Rev,
Dr. professes to state and to criticize.

He says : f

«"he prejudice against the Bible and religion i our schools on the
part of Romanism has been taken up and wrought into an argument and
presented and urged in many ways, even with labored ridicule of the use
of the scriptures, * * * and the appeal to men’s prejudices and to theix
dread of ecclesiastical domination has been artfully made for the exclusion
of the Bible and prayer, on the ground that any thing positively religious
¢ would be the first step and a very decided one towards placing them
¢ under ecelesiostical guardianship and supremacy,’ and yet this very ap-
peal, with all the sophistry of the demagogue, is nude at the instigation
of a sect and for the very purpose of having the conscientions rights of
all other sccis to the Bible cut down, trampled on and destroyed.”’——
The Right of the Bible, &c., p. 230.

¢« The President of the Board of Education of New York, no longer ago
thaun last August, at o meeting of the American Edueational Convention,
denounced the reading of the Bible and all religious instruction, and even
the use of the Liord’s prayer, as sectarian, oppressive and even ridiculous
and irrational”—1 bid, 232,

“ 'The very first step, and a daring step it is too towards an ecclesiastical
despotism in our Comuton Schools, is the curse and excommunication upon
the scriptures and religious instruction as sectarian at the outery of the
priests and politicians of a religious hiorarchy. Aund this is a deliberate
argument (if such incongruous and contradictory assertions can be called
argument) presented by tho President of the Bourd of Education
in New York toan American Educational Convention in Pittsburgh !*?
“—Ibi:{ig 234.-

o« Mr. Benedict speaks of overthrowing the great question of Com-
mon Schools by a mere form or ceremony,”  What is means by over-
throwing a question it wou!d be difficult to say. What is meaunt by the
declaration ¢ that the reading of the Bible is not for improvement, but is
8 mere cererpony and a profane aid to the ark of God,” may be move clear,
and the assertion ‘¢ that there is not only no necessary relation between re-
ligious and secular instruction but that the mingling of them is sacrilegious
folly,” seems an extreme of combined shallowness and herdihood upon
which no man in his ssnges could have stumbled. Yet here in this

production it is deliberately presented to a Christian commaunity,”’—Ibid,
239, 240.

These statements are so entirely without foundation, that they can be
characterized only as misrepresentations, mis-quotations and fabrications.
One sees every duy less and less reason to be surprised af the hasty as-
sertion of the Psalmist. The Rev. Dr. doubtless desires to do good, and
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if he would war more against the law in his members—his natural ten-
dency to vituperation—his friends would have less occasion to say that
when he would do good, evil is present with him, and to add, as his poor

~‘and only apology, that it is not he that does it, but sin that dwelleth. in

- of their religion under the directipn

hin.

and  denounced, as well as the school question in relationto Religion.
TIe assumes, that an attempt has beeh made by the priests of the
Catholic Church to exclude by law all religious instruction, and espécially
+he nge of the Bible from the P},1plic Schools.

Now the Catholics priests do-wot urge the exclusion of the Bible and

religious instruction from the schools, byt on the other hand insist that-

religion should be taught in the schools, to a greater extent than Protest-

ants, and they omit no opportunity to denounce with theif characteristic.

- Pr. @ perhaps misunderstands the paper which he has criticised

zeal as *¢ Godless Schools?’ those where religion idnot.tatight hy divect

and carefu] inculcation. They of course, like Dr. Cheever, (whovin this .
matter is their co-worker,) desirve that it shounld be their gwn religron ind
their translation of the Bible, both of which, they insist, afe not sectarian. .+

What they ask of the State i, not that religion may be excluded from
the schools, but that each denomnination should take its gharve of the

Public School money and establish schools whera.their own ieligion s
taught by those who are competent to teach it.;, This 1s thelr request,”
+, and it is about to be granted, as is said, it it be not‘already done, by law;.

in the State of Louisiana, where the Catholics exist in great numbens.

It is known that in the Catholic systom there-ave veligious orders who,

under vows of celibacy and poverty, devote themsgelves with ability and

conscientious zeal to teaching children. . They havé da wants bug the

simple food and cheap dress of their orders,.and no anbltion but'to’ per-
form their mission well. It iy, therelore, not Burprising that & denomina-
tion so zealous and exclusive ag the Catholic, should. desire to take a shave

of the school money in proportion. to'the humber of their children (they

only paying taxes in proportion to theivgifoperty) and devote it to the spread
.of . their priesthood and by the
inexpensive services of suchi religious orders. "T'he same wmoney. would

give them five teachers, where it would give us one.

]

If the Sects should thus divide up the publi
would have large Schools, offensive to all but-their own Sect, and the
feeble ones none at all, except at their own expense. Common Schools

would be destroyed, and the State would practically, most unequa]ljr, and,

in casc of the Catholics by the agency of their most dovoted ‘propagan-
dists, teach demominational peculiarities by a general tax upon the peo -
ple, Whenever Dr. Cheever and his few Protestant condjutors shall have
convinced us that our duty to God, and our religion, requires us 'to miuke
the public Schools unagceptable to the Catholics, his Catholic coadjutors
will have no difficulty in persuading the Legislature to nid in establishing

- religious public Schools acceptable to them.
.. 1t 13 not necessary to say to any person not wilfully blind that the pur-

pose of the foregoing paper is to urge upon all, the importance of religious

~education, and to point out the best mode of securing both religious and

. secular education to all the people, without giving offence to the con-

sience of any. - -

funds, the powerful Sects

1 Iiitpi'l- !



