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PREFACE.

("Tl .’t‘_‘,

THE Truth of the Christian Religion, from its
infinite impeortance, demands the scrious & candid
attentien of every man. Ifor the happiness of this
life, and the intérests of the life to come, of an in-
* conceivable extent and boundless duration, are in-
timatcly connected with this Truth, and depend on
our rcceiving it, so as to love and practise right-
cousness.

At a time like this, when the principles of depra-
\ity operate with so much violence, as to throw
the world into a state of high fermentation; when
the scum of human society, and the dregs of cor-
ruption, are thrown up to public view; when the
scnse of moral rectitudeis se lost, that even tliis
scum and these dregs, instead of being seen with
abhorrence, have become objects of public udmira-
tion; when so many false doctrines are advanced
and infidelity, libertinism, vice and inipiety make
such a bold stand against truth and righteousness ;
when the judgmeunts of God are collecting from
almost every quarter, and bursting en the earth in
almost every direction ; when the last plagues de-
signed to exterminate the mystery of liguily are
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peured ot ; when revolutivns, greater than have
ever taken place in the. world, are apparently at
hand ; ata time like this, how recessary the study
of the Christiun Religion ! Danger seems increas-
Ing every moment: caution shouid keep pace with
1t. But whence, in this eventtul day, can we draw
the principles of caution, of prudence and wisdo.n,
if not from the Gospolol Jesus Christ?  Aud can
we with diligence scek these pritciples, and with
confidence exercise them, unless we have firm faith
in the Truth of eur Holy Religion ?

The authorof these LEssays, imnpressed with these
1leas, has employed some of his spare uwours, in
commiting a few thou hts to papcr ou this sub-
ject. He has attempted to siiow-—that Gbjectlions
against Revelation 1u gencrul, are 1 roundicss—ihat
Christianity contains’notiiiag contiary 1o the nature
of God—that it isimpressed with the Diviae char-
ucter-—"1hat external evidences of an lbcountrovert-
alle nature demonstrate its trutb—and tuut these
evidcncees arc so handed down to us, as to ¢xclude
the possibility of deception.

In the exccution of this work he has endeavor-
ed to be brief und perspicuous; being fuily per-
suadcd that a few geod arguments, pl.ced in proper
Lig b, are sufficient to produce conviction; and gens
€iciiy with wmore facility and certainty, than a mul-
titue of wrguments, among which, if free {from
coutusion, there will necessarily be some of incen-
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sidcrable weight.  Whether these Essays are cal-
enlated to meet the approbation of the public, and
please and profit the reader,’is a question which
docs not full within his province to decide. Heis far
from thinking that they are free from imperfectious.
Howevery he is persuaded that their imperfections
are not so great and numerous, as to render them
useless. IIe humbly hopes that they wiil advance
the glory of God, in promoting the salvation of
some of his fellow beings. This is his great de-
sirc ; and il this should be effected, in some good
degree by these Essays, the purpose of giving them
publicity wil! be accomplished.

He would avail himseif »f this epportunity of ac-
knowlcdging his obligations to those of his frienls,
wio have given him assistaice in this work.,  They
are rcequested to reccive themn through this chaa-
mcl, as though they bhad been made in person.
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ES’SAY T.

The Importance of understanding the Evidences of
Christianity.

CHRISTIANITY is of the highest moment to
man, with respect to his present and future state.
By the truth and moral excellence of its ductrines,
it is adapted to enlighten the understanding, and
purify the heart. The intellectual powers of man,
illuminated by its radiance, are enlarged, and ena-
bled to form just and grand ideas of God and his
works. Error and ignorance are dispersed before
it ; truth appears in a pleasing light; and knowl-
edge and wisdom flourish’ under its happy influ-
ence. The awful sanctions with which it is arni-
ed, put a powerful check on the violence of pas-
sion, and raise a strong barrier against vice. Sofi-
ening the rugged and savage nature of man, it
polishes not only his exterior, but his very heart,
and gives him the best qualifications for intercourse
with human society. By considerations of ever-
lasting weight, it inclines his scul to faithfulness
in discbarge of duty. It powerfully inspires sen-
timents of dignity, firmness, justice, modcration,
benevolence, and gencrosily ; and through super-
natural aid it enablcs him te resist, in full confi-

dence of success, cvery temptation to evil, and to
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form dispositiens of virtue and piety—habits of
mind worthy of bis high destination.

The Christian Relizion, which has such a pow-
erful and happy influence on the minds and pas-
sions of mankind, must be properly calculated to
meliorate the circumstances of human society, to
establish order and harmony, and to premote both
private and public happincss. Therefore our HHo-
ly Religion, when conrtidered in relutioa to this
life enly, is incalculably valuable.

But if it is valuable on account of its influence
on this life, it is infinitely niore so, as it influcnces
our destiny in the life to come. By breathing its
pure and gencrous spirit into our hearts, it not on-
ly quaiifies usfor our present mode of existencey
but it preparcs us for the happy and glorious soci-
ety of saiuts and angels.

It is therefore indisputable, that a knoewledze of
the ‘Truth ef Christianity, is an acquisition of i1G-
nite valuc; and that an impression of this Truth
- made on the mind in early life ; must be attended
~ with the best of consequences.

- Such an irﬁpression would hardly fail te pro-
| duce the happiest effects. Its direct tendeicy
wouid be to give the passions of the heart a sacred
bias, a divine inclination to virtue; to give in the
days of prosperity, a joyfu, sobriety, aud in the
years ef adversity, fortituire and dignily ; to season
the whole life with a divine saveu., Ly putiing the



Lo s~

soul into posssssion of a heavenly nature, and by
giving it resignation to providence inall things;
and to affurd peace and consolation in the heur of
death enabling the soul to enter etzrnity with a.
confidence unshaken, and a hope full of glory. A
knowledge of the evidsnces of the Charistian Reli-
gion, qaalifies us t5 be useful to society, tohs use-
ful to the Church, to defend the Religion of the
Holy Jesus, azainst the attacks of infidelity an:d
libertinism, not with the weapons of error, but vnth-
the invincible arms of truth..

The importance of understanding these eviden--
ces. is no less obvious from the evils arising from
ignorance, with respect to the Truth of the Chris--
tian Rzligion. [Tow often has Curistianity a friend-=
without an advocatz able to defend her! How ma-.
ny real Christains are not able to give the grounds
of the Truth—the reasons of the Faith—the evi-
dences of the authenticity of the Gospel !

But let us consider this ignorance, asitaffects the
Christian world in general. The natural tendency
~of titis ignorance, is to disregard a future state. No
duoubt @ vaizty of causes conbine to produce such
a disregard ; but the want of a lively and rational
faith in the Truth of the Christian Religion, is first
a:mmong those causes. Can it be expected, that men
wiil concern themselves about another life, wicn.
they have not faith in the doctrines which relate to
it{ Not agreat many, it is true, profess infidelity.

A3
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But can we believe that all who give their assent to
christianity, have fuith inits truth? They are ev-
idently ignorant of its doctrines, and the argu-
ments which establish its divinity : and faith is not
the offspring of ignorance, but a rational and live-
ly coaviction arising from evidence impartially
applied to the miad.

Hence it is, that we are generally so much more
affected with the gross objects of sense, than with
the pure and spiritual doctrines of the Gispel.—
Neither the acquisition of christian knowledge,
nor the practice of caristian virtues, is our favour-
ite and fashionable pursuit. Worldly pléasurcs,.
riches, and honors ake deep and lasting impres-
sions on our hearts; and, yielding reason te the
blind impulse of passion inflamed with these ob-
jects, we engage in worldly pursuits with an ardor
worthy of better things. Thus we labor for the
trifles of a duy—and neglect the concerns of eter-
nity ! If we do not pass the Gospel by with open
contempt, we seem to compliment it only as a sys-
tem of great exccllence, without troubling our-
sclves further about it. - |

Were an inhabitant of some celestial region,
who is unacquainted with the history of mankind,
introduced into human society, and informed, that
they bad reccived a Religion from heaven so high-
ly interesting, that their eternal destiuy is to turn

on their understanding its doctrines, and obeying-
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jss precepts ; he would undoubtedly expect to find
every one of them engaged, with all possible atten-
tion and assiduity, in the study and practice of this
Religion. But with what astonishment would he be
filled, when on examination he should discover,
that such study and practice make no part of the
plans of life adopted by the majority of mankind !
What horror, mingled with indignation and pity,
would he feel en beholding reasonable beings, des-
tined to everlasting existence, entirely devoted to
the little concerns of a momentary life—at the ex-
pense of eternal interests! And how would his
astonishment and horror increase fro:n perceiving,
that these heirs of immortalitv, by neglecting Re-
ligion, risk not only life everlasting, but also the
reasonable happiness of their present existénce,
since the enjoyment of this life is best secured by
a proper regard to a future state !.

He would readily perceive, that though power-
fully pressed to look forward to a better world, by
the force of innumerable evils, and an inherent love
of existence, we apparently confine our wishes and
hopes within the narrow compass cf a life of three
score and ten years ; that we thirst after happiness
with an intense desire, and yet manifest, by our
opposition to the Gospel, that we are greedy of
misery and destruction,; and that we madly pre-
sume, that we may with impunity transyress the
laws of our Maker, despise the mercy of our Re--

W PN TR MR e N .
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de~mer. and wirh an arm ol flcsh suecessfully ops
po-< - Ninwuty God!

He weould,y ingged, fiad son'wthing ® mitigate
his indirnation and horror, in centempiating those
noh'e few who dare to be good—vhothroush aria
fuith in the doctriaes of Revclation, stem the tor-
rent of corruption, and take the kingdom of heav-
en by force. For althouzh inattention to Religion
is very generd, yet it is not universal. There
is, it is hoped, especially in the United States of
America, a goodly number, who dcliberately
choose to be genuine Christians ia faith and prac-
tice.

From these considerations it seems necessary,
thzt the friends of Christianity. should manifest
thrmeelves friends of mankind, by zealously dis-
seininating the truths of our 1Ioly Religion, and
especially thie cvidences of its Divine origin..

E5SAY II.

The Pcssibility of Revclation,

BEFORE e particularly entcr on the consides
tation of the Christian Religioa, it will be nuces-
éSdi'y ;0 ofer so:nz obs. rvations, calculated to obvi-
%ate objrctions against Revelation in general—to

‘cxcnc a spirit of cuquiry, by discqvering the ne-
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ceasity of caution in th: 2ximination of Relizion:
cleiming Divine au hority—to pluce the sunjict on
proper grou-d. and o state a frw Rules by which:
we m. v ndire of the ‘Truth of revealed Relizion,

T'o obhviute obicctions worainst Revelition in gen-
eral, we shull endeavor to show-—~thut the Revela-
tion of the will of God to man is possible—thatit
is necessary—thut it is not deroratory to the zlory:
of God—and that it is hizhly probable that God
would give such a blessing to mankind.

We come then immediutely to consider the pos-
sibility of Revelation. The Revelation of the will
of God to man, must have for its end, the glory of
God in the salvation ef mankind.

The possibility of such a Revelation admits of
the most positive proof. Man has capacity to re-
ceive it. God has power togiveit. To deny the
first of these positions would be absurd; and to
deny the second would be blasphzmous.  Yet it i3
plain, that every objection against the possibility
of Revelation, must be grounded on the denial of.
one of them..

It is evident that mnn, u~der the influence of”
the Holy Spirit, without suffering any violence in
the physical constitution of his nature, can rececive
a R:velation from God. For such a Revelation
coming from a being of infinite goodness and wis-
dom, must con'ain truths and obligations adapted
to the powers of _buman nature. Beiag the will.
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of God concerning man, it must be olligtory on
him; and therefore possible to him.  For nothing
impossible to man, can be obligatory on him, ei-
ther as a principle of fuith, or a rule of practice.

Py all those who acknowledge the existence
and attributes of Dcity, the possibility of Revcla-
tion, as it respects the power of God, will not be
denicd. Men, who are absoiutely dependent and
very imperfect beings, can communicate their
sentiments to cach other. The supposition that
God, who has an immediate access to all spiritual
beings, or more properly, who is essentially pre-
sent with them through every moment of their
existence, cannot give a Revelation of his will to
man, is so absurd and blaspiemous, as hardly to
eniter the wildest imagination. For it would fol-
iow, that the God of infinite power and wisdom,
who gave being 10 the beautiful and stupendous
system of nature, is circumscribed by bounds ex-
tremely narrow; and that man, an effect of Divine
power, is greater than the cause which gave him
existence ! Dreadful blasphemy ! we turn from
it with abhorrence.. Atheists who have renoun-
ced thcir reason .to deny the existence of their
Maker, may also dehy the possibility of Revela--
tion. g

But thunks be unto God, we have not to deal
with many m'en of such character. Atheism is too-
absurd to show its head in our day; and all, it.is:



(5]
apprehended, will acknowledge the possibility of
Revelation. .

ESSAY IIL

The Necessity of Revelation.

THE inability of human reason to form a perfect
system of Religion, and to enforce known obliga-
tion by proper sanctions; and the condition of man
as a sinner, which renders the knowledge of natu-
ral law insufficient for him, strongly arghe the ne~
cessity of Revelaiion.

But lest any should mistake our meaning, it may-

be proper to remark, that we do not mean by the
necessity of Revelation, that salvation without it is-
utterly impossible. Nor do we mean, that God is-

under necessity ¢f revealing his will to mankind.
Necessity has nothing to do with the actions of the-

Divine Being. But we mean, that the condition of*

human nature since the fall, requires Revelation—
that it must be highly useful to mankind, so much:
so, that salvation without it, thcugh possible, must
be very difficult.

Revelation is necessary with respect both to the:
principles of faith, and the rules of morality -
This is evident from anumber of arguments,

s s e o
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Orprejudiced reason will at once discern, in its:
own in.b ity ta form a pecfict systein of R:ligion,
the necessity of a Raviation froa nzwer Tae
imbecility of humun rcason, when applicd to the
discovery of reilgious truth and morai obligution,
his been acknowled zed in ull ages of the world,
even by taose wio pus:=essed the strongest powers
of miird.

Indced, we do not doubt, that on all the works
of creation remaiuning in their original stare, the
Divine character is gloriously impressed. Even
in this world, where the disorderarvising from the
full of man greatly defices this impression, there
still remain many traits of the gloty of God. Were
this disorder removed, and the world rcestored to
that stute of perfeéction, in which it caine from the
hand of the Creator; ‘were the iutcliectual und.
moral powers of human nature el‘cva.tcd trom thg
depravity and ngradati\on, whict they h.\:c‘&) Tored:
by (he iuflueace of moral and physical evil, to¥ pri.
meval purity and strength ; then, its high*x pro--
bable, man might ascertain, with great precision;

the obligations of natural law. In such circum-:

stanccs he would not need supernatural ussistance,
But in existing circumstances, where man, weaken-
ed in his intellectual coustitu:ios, biasscd by the
misrule of passion, and perplexed with the mixed
state of good and evil, meets with a thousand ime:
pediments in ssarching after truth, it is not to ber

s
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sﬁbpoé’ed, that from the mere dictates of reasen, the
obligations of nataral law can be universally and

certainly knowii.

This is not mere speculation ; it is a matter oft
fact. Itiscapable of direct proef from the history
of mankind, in all ages of the world. Is the por-
traits of ancient and modern heathens, which are
faithfully drawn by history, reason is exhibited in a
stztc of deplorable weakness, with respect to the
discovery of religious and moral truth. In the rge
ligious systems of the pagans, there are, indeed,.
inar;y ¢lorious and important truths.  But they are
so distorted by error and éupcrsti:ion, that instead
of appearing in the lovely form of intellectual and
moral besuty, they seem more like hydras, men-.
sters with many heads, disproportionate and terri-
ble ! What confusion,absurdity, and contradict’on,,
do we £nd in their ideas of God ; of creation and
Providence; of manand his duties; of his designa-
tien, and the durazion'of his existence ; of human

happiness, and the means of obtaining and szcur.’
ing it! The general traits of their charecter were
strongly marked, with gross ignorance, and harba«
ricus and shocking superstition.  In the heathen
words none coilld houst of genius, and the cultiva-
tion of rezson with more p ‘opricty, than ancient
Grecce and Reme; and yet the greatest of their
phiiosopacrs were not wble to form a consistent
system of morality and Reiigion, |
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The truth is, t} > bulk of mankind unilluminated
with the beams of the Gospei, have becn invoived
in great darkness; and even those who by their
uncommon genius, and taeir close application to
the study of nature, have elevated themselves to
eminence as philosophers, have never becn able to
rise entirely above the shadcs of ignorance : they
have still been surrounded by the mists of error,
which nothing but Revelation can dissipate.

Herec it Is proper to remark, that the heathen phi.
losophers, whose moral and religious institutions
were freest from error, received, it is highly pro-
bable, the best of their doctrines from Revelation
itself.

The great principles of Religion revealed to the
Patriarchs, must have been communicated, in some
degree, to all the ancient nations of the carth. This
is so natural, that the charge of fallacy can hardly
lie against it. The ideas of men on subjects of fur
less importance than that of Rcligion, bear a very
great resemblance to those of their ancestors. It
would be preposterous indced, to suppose that the
ancient nations of the earth, originating from "the
family of Noah, would not retain, for several agcs
succeeding the flood, some of the principal doc-
trines of that great Patriarch. It may thercfore
be expected, that the further we follow history
back into antiquity, and the nearcr we approach to
the Noevian age, the clearcr will the traccs of these

’
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doctrines appear. Should we not be disappointed
in this expectation, it will affords .co.nsidef‘able
probability, that many of the best rehglous. 1deas
of the heathens were derived from the Patriarchcoe
Many of the learned assure us that thisis a fact.
Confucius the famous Chinese philosopher, drew
his lessons of moral philosophy from ancient max.
ims. He seemed to think, that a better system of
morality and Religion existed in the west, whence
he probably thought his maxIms of wisdom origin-
ated; or that a source of religious information would. .
be opened there. For he frequently said, ¢« It is in,
the west where the true saints is found.”*
! Zoroaster his cotemporary, the Persian philoso--
pher, who taught, it seems, the best theology ever
known among the heathens, derived a great part of
his doctrines, according to respectable authority,
from the Law of Moses. With this he become
acquainted among the captive Jews in Babylon.t
The imbecility of human reason is no less con-
spicuous, when we consider itas enforcing obe-
dience to know obligations of natural law. For
that uncertainty respecting many important reli-
gious truths, in which reason left the heathens,
must necessarily have precluded the possibility of
proper sanctions to enforce those obligations, which
were in some degree known by them. The sanc-

* Paine’s G¢ ography. i

L tPrideau.
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tiens of Religion proper to enfoirce obedience to
its precepts, arc predicated on a {uture state. Dut
to the heatliens a future state was very uncertain ;
thercfore the sanctions of Reiigion to them must
have been proportionably uncertain and wak.
Accordingly we find, the most shocking
picture of human depravity, in the history
of the heathen world. Both sacred and pro-
fane writers bear tcsiimony to this depravity. In
consuiti iy them, we behold the heatben nstions,
‘ancicnt and modern, barbarous and civilized, borne
away Ly an inundation of corruption; by impiety
of an infernal nuture, au:d by vices too atrocicus
and dreadful to be named. Astonishment scizes
us; cur blocd chills in cur veins; and from the
siew we ture away with the utmost abhorrence !

With regard to Ruligion, where is the boasted
power of reason? low uiudlc to forma perfec.t
system or Religion! how unable to enlorce het
‘own precepts! She falls before the vioience of pas«
sion ; and her idciizers, covered with shame, are
precipitated into the whiripool of corruption and
misery !

Howevcer, let us not carry the wzakness of hu-
man reason, beyond the beuads of projriety and
truth. Reason is a noble faculty; and though in-
czpable, in any co.abination of religiousanld moral
principles possible to it, of formiing a budy of di-
sizity fully cousisicuty and free from crrer, or of
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enforcing cbedience by arming moral obligation
with proper sunctions ; yet it certainly can ascertain
some important truths respecting God and his
works, and can offer so:ne motives to induce man
te discharge the duties known to be obligatory on
him  And here, without entering into detail on
. this sutject, let it suflice to state, that although
the necessity of Revelation is evident from the
weakness of reason ; vet this weakuess, how great
socver, cannot cxclude the heathens from the pose
sibiiity of salvation. For such an exclusion is de-
rogatory tu the glory of the Divine character, and
contrary to what we esteem Revcladioa itscify
which declares, that ¢the grace of Gud hath ap-
pearcd uato all men.”  Such among them as sube
mit to the moral influcice of this grace, apply
themse'ves to the siudy of cature, and walik ace
cording to the light which reasoa receives fiom
it, will, no doubt, meet the approbation of th:ir
Maker, and through the richuess of [ree grace,
enjoy etcrnal life. ¢« They shull cous. fiom the
east, and from the west, and f-0 a the aorth. aad
from the south, and shall sit dowa iu the kingdom
of God.”

But we rcturn to our subject, the necessity of
Revclation. Ifa perfect knowledge of nsotural
law were atiainable by all men ; wouid Revelation
then be ununecessary.? Natural law, it is rcasonae
ble to believe, must be suited to the condition of
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Innocent and happy beings. Can it then be suited
to the condition of fatlen man, guilty and condem-
ned? It may be questioned with much apparent
‘reason, whether natural law could give possitive
decisicns on several subjects, which are now of the
highest consideration toman. For instance: what
positive decisions could it give on the subject of
the immortality of the soul, or that of pardon of
sins?! That it gave man in a state of innocence, an
undoubted assurance of immortality, is reasenable
to believe. DBut what positive assurance of ilnmor-
tality can he have from a law, which he has viola-
ted, and under the curse of which he is to suffer
dcath ? Or from such alaw, in such circumstances,
what certain information respecting pardon of sin?
‘From the whole it appears evident, that human
-rcason is weak, and unable to frame a perfect sys-
tem of Religion ; that natural law if perfectly known,
would not be adapted to the condition of mankind ;
and that therefore a Revelation from Heaven is ne-
ccssary.

-y

' ESSAY 1V.

Revelation is not derogatory to the glcry of God.

IT may be laid down as an incentestable proposi-
tion, that whatever is not contrary té the attributes
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.6f God, is not derogatory to his glory. For the
glory of Ged isthe resplendent lustre of his per-
fections. Itis thercfore altogether inconceivable
in what respect any thing, not repugnant to the at-
tributes of Decity, can derogate from the glory of
the Holy One.

If we candidly examine the subject before us, in
the light of this truth, we shall clearly discover, that
a Revelation of the will of God to man, cannet be
dcrogatory to the Divine glory. Forit will plainly
appear, that it-is impossible to produce the least
degree of evidence, that such a Revelation would
be contrary to any of the attributes of God.

VWhat evidence is it possible to preduce, that a
Revelation of the will of God, would be contrary to
he attributes of Deity ?—to the holiness of God ?—
to the wisdom of God?—te the majesty of God ?

Revelation to be contrary to the holiness of God,
must have the nature of moral evil; but a Revela
tion from heaven, being the ‘will of God concern.
ing nan, cannot have the nature of wmoral evil;
therefore such a Revelation cannot be contrary to
the holiness of God. Whatever would be contain-
ed in it, could not be inconsistent with the highest
degree of holiness ; because its source is infinitely
and unchangeably holy.

But here it may be urged, “that it is not what Re-
vclation would contain, were it given, but the act
of communicating it to man, which would have the
at ure of moral evil.”

Cre . ST T i
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Is this charge of moral evil, grounded on the
natuial coustitution of the human soul, or on guilt
and depruvity contracted by violatious of the law of
Ged? We presume it is aot grounded on the na-
tural constitution of the human soul; because it
secirs tmporsible to conceive, how nioral evil cam
exist in the act of co wmnunicating the wiil of God
40 a beiug poussessing the intellectual and moral
powers which c¢xist in man.  Tlhe only ground on
which it can be suppewcd o rest, with any degree
of plausibiiity, is the guilt and depravity of human
mature.

The nature of God is, indecd, infinitely opposed

to sin. The rcbeiliou of wan isdaring ; his guilt

enormeus ; and his depravity dreadful.  But wil}
it therefore folow, that u comuiu.icution of the will
of God to man, must have the naure of meral evil ?
1t so, our coudition is deplorable beyond all con-
cepticn.  For if the will of God cannot be reveuled
to us, because the act ¢f revealing it would be
morally cvil, it is then absolutely impossible, that
ary communication of mercy can be made to us,
for cvery such communication must have the na-
ture of moral evil equally with 2 Revelation of the
w'll of Gud:—our sins cunnot be forgiven; our
souls cantot be vestored to moral excelicnece; and
therefore our destruction must be inevitable !
llopeless beings ! to what a dreadful point of des.
petation wre we diiven by this conclusion! No
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prospect before us, but that of ruin and horror !
nothing but everlasting destruction from the pre-
.. gence of the Lord, and from the glory of his power !
\‘\Mercy forbid it ! .

When we contemplate the Father of eternity, as
we approach an object awfully glorious and iafi-
nitely mysterious, modesty and humility are hi.g'h«
ly becoming us. In the presence of such a Being,
dreadfuily luminous with the rays of majesty, to
confess our imperfection, to acknowledge we cannot
comprehend the nature of Ged, is both eur wisdom
and glory. Although itis evident from this consider-
ation, that rash decisions respecting the perfections
ofDeity, are very unseemly in the mouths of mortals;
yetinferences drawn with modesty from what we

know of God, cannot be condemned when they are

such as clearly follow from' indisputable truths.
Now, frem the most certain ideas which we have of

God, it seems necessary that infinite holiness should

be equally just and merciful—that the beams of
mercy should give grace to those of justice, and
that the rays of justice should give majesty to
those of mercy. Accordingly mercy may be exer-
cised, within certain limits, toward erring and guil-
ty mortals.

But besides this consideration, we have other:

evidence of the mercy of God. Our God is the
God of mercy—~Though he is gloriously holy, he
can abundantly parden. ‘nWe confess, for the cer-

-
-
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tainty of this truth, we are indebted to that Revg.s
lation, whose cause we have undertaken to plcad.
However we may gather some probability of the
pardoning mercy of God from the intimations of
conscience, and the dispensations of Providence.
Besides the secret intimations of conscience, by
which men are universally ificlined to hope for-mer-
cy in the forgiveness of sin ; the forbearance to ex-
acute the scatence of the law, and the communi-
calion of ten thousand blessings to man, bear wit-
ness to the goudness of God. On the ground of
this evidence, it scems proper to conclude, that as
God actually bestows unnumbcred blessings on
man, he may reveal his will to him, without in-

- {ringing on the rights of infinite holincss.

And here let it be remarked, that the tendency
of Revelation, would be to stop the progress of
moral evil. For containing a system of truths flow-
ing frum the eternal source of righteeusness, it
must be in oppesition to all sin. Hence it is plain,
that a Revelation from heaven cannot be contrary
to the holiness of God ; because it would, in a very
grest degree, manifest the Divine holiness, by op-
posing 'its influence to the progress of moral
evil.

We pass now to consider Revelation with re-
spect to the wisdom of God. In what light is it
possible to consider Divine wisdom, in which jt
will . apprar opposed to our receiving a Revelation .

. ;“’
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from heaven? Isit with respect to the means
necessary to be employed, and the ends which may
be accomplished, in revealing the will of God to
man? Are the purposes which may bec accom-
plished so trivial and insignificant, as not te justify
the use of such means, as scem necessary to com-
municate to man the will of the ever blessed God?

We shall not attempt to oppose even the mast cne
larged notions, respecting the greatncss of the
means. For the salvation of man, his present and
eternal happiuness in the knowledge and enjoyment .
of God, connccted with an everlasting display of .
the Divine perfections, are sufficient to justify in<
fnite wisdom, in the use of the most expensive
means possible for us tn conceive. ’

To pour light into the understanding of man, and
grace into his heart; to deliver. him from sin, and’
the misery inscparably connected with it; to ele--
vate him to true dignity, by putting him in posses-
sion of wisdom and virtue; to comfort and sep-
port him in all the sorrows and dangers of mortal
life ; to give him courage aad fortitude in the
hour of death; and to preparc him for the enjoy-
ment of happiness commensurate with his desires
and existence : these are purposes which may bs
accomplished by a Revelation from heaven, and
which are worthy of the God of infinite wisdom
and goodness.

I£ it bé rational and wise to afford man, the pows -
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@rs of whose heart and mind indicate, that he is ca-
paible of extensive improvement in knowledge and
wiﬁue, such information as will enable him to an-
swer the great design of Lis creation—to know God
and enjoy him forever ; if it be wise in the Gov-
ernor of the world, to adopt measures to operate
against moral evil, to obstruct its progress, to di-
minish its unhappy influence, and eventually to re-
store the system of moral existence to erder ; ifa
Revelation of the will of God would be calculated,
as it most certainly would in a very great degree,
to effect these purposes, by opposing truth to er-
ror,and motives of eternal weight to the impulse
of passion—then a communication of the Divine
will to man, beyorrd all doubt, must be perfectly
consistent with the wisdom of God.

But it will perhaps be said, ¢“that a Revelation from
heaven, though not contrary to the wisdom and ho-
liness of God, would be inconsistent with the ma-
jesty of his character. The God of nature, en-
thronedin light inaccessible, is too great and glo-
rious to coéncern himself with the affairs of mor-
tals : it would dishonor him to reveal his will to
SO mean anﬂf%signiﬁcant a creature as man.”

But this objection against our receiving a Reve-
latien of the will of Ged, carries its own refutation
withit. For it may be fairly argued, that if a Re-
'v;lﬂ.ién of the will of God, would net be contrary
to-his wisdom and holiness, it cannot be inconsist-

T e
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ent with the majesty of his character. For it
seems impossible to consider Revelation, as being
inconsistent with the latter, and not contrary tothe
former, without setting the majesty of Ged inop-
position to his wisdom and holiness. Besides, in=
finite wisdom, comprehending all things, must
perceive, in the most perfect manner, what is, and
what is not, consistent with the nature of Deity ;
and must, therefore, absolutcly reject whatever i3
not perfectly consistent with the majesty of Al-
mighty God. Therefore it cannot be inconsistent
vith the majesty of Ged to reveal his will to man,
because it is not contrary to his wisdom.

r‘“" ‘e "\ﬁﬂed. the mlavinnsg  author of R'\tﬂt‘@,

st A . .
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and infinitely exalted in the posession of his ewn
unutterable perfections. But will it therefore fole
low, that it is beneath him to concern himself with
the affairs of mortals ; or that it would dishonor
him te reveal his will to them? No: for it cannot
be beneath God to regard what it was not beneath
him to create : it cannet be dishonorable to reveal
his will toa being, whose existence is the effect of
his almighty power, when the. capacity of such a
being is suited to receive suck pyclation, and
to improve it in promoting his 0w REBpis
the glory of his Creator. f*:'%*? ‘m

God is, indeed, enthroned in hght . |
holdmg as absolutc soverelgn, the g
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‘therefore follow, that it is beneath him to regard
mortals, or that it would dishonor him to reveal
his will to them? No ; just the reverse: for his
dignity, as governor of the world, seems concern-
ed in excrcising a constant superintendencc over
not only man, but the lcast of those beings, which
are under his glorious government. And there-
fore it appears, that it must be conducive to his
honor, not dishoner, to revezl his will to man.
What kind ef majesty does the objection, which
we are now considering, attribute to the infinite
God? Isit not the majesty of an Eastern idol,
sitting in solemn and stately sloth, on an awful

throns Chdircied with the rays of glory, but with«

vivoda w88 % LA |

out the least interposition in bchalf even ofits own
worshipers ?

But the majesty of our God, is the majesty of an
infinite Spirit, who is csscntially and equally pre-
sent in every place, pervading, filling, and actua-
ting all things. The whole frame of nature is
full of him. There is no being, whether iaterial
or immaterial, however distant, little or imsignifi-
cant, which he does not essentially inhabit.

All finite beings are the cffects of infinite power,
anq therefore, immediately dependent on it. Cre-
ated out of nothing, and, therefore, tending in
themselves to nething again, they require an un-
intermitted excrtion of almighty power to preserve
their existence.



£31]

Therelore, God, who essentially inhabits all

things, and constantly exerts his power in thelr
preservation, can, without dishonor to his charac-

ter, reveal himself to man.

ESSAY V.

The Probability of Revelation.

WE do not intend to offer arzuments in this
Essay to prove, that there is a probability of truth
in Christianity. We are fur [rom submitting the
Gospel to such ground, when we have proof of the
most possitive nature, that it is frem Ged. |

But we design to consider Revelation i# genersl,
as being probable——we mean to show that it is high-
ly probable, that God weuld reveal:.-}ds will te
man. ' | o ’¢ e *

This probability may be argucsd from tﬁe forego~
ing Essays. For as a Revelation frofn heaven is
not impessible, nor dcrogatory te the Dimne per-
fections, and as it is strongly solicited by our ne-
cessity, it seems very likely that the goqdness of
God would prompt him to bestow such a gt bn
man. T
Can there be any doubt of the goodness of God ?

M we open cur eyes on the works of nature and-’

<+
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Providence, we shall see ten thousand arguments
in favor of the goodness of God. The existence,
arrangement, order and beauty of creatien, give
testimony of Divine goodness. God is infinitely

and eternally happy in himself; and could therefore

be moved by goedness only to create the universe,

and to give being, and the means of happiness, to
the innumerable orders of creatures contained in
it. The visicitudes of day and night, of winter
and summer,, of spring and autumn, with all that

.abundant production of rich and various fruits, so

necessary for the support and comfort of animated
existence, are so many arguments in favor of the
goodness af Almighty God. The condition and
circumstances of every living creature, as far as
we can judge, are properly adapted to its nature ;

rI::cessa'ry-for its ex-
istence and comfort, is placed within its reach.
This matiifests the goddness of God. Another
proclut lus goodness, we may draw frem the ende
less vamty of beauty, which adorns the earth and
the sky. This is an inexhaustible source of plea-
sure : it #ffords .pleasure even to the most unob-
serving, and rapture to .the contemplative mind.
This doctrine may likewise be proved from the
eperations of Divine Providence. In them, how-
ever dark and mysterious some things may appear,
there are evident marks of the goodness of Ged.
The unremitted exertion of almighty power, by

A
- -
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which the cxistence of the universe is maintained :
the established laws of nature, se accurately suited,
and so wisely applied to the beings on which they
‘are imposed; and the intervention of the Divine
hanhd, which gives the operations of these laws va-
rious directions, and sometimes even suspends
them, to increase the happiness of his subjects;
carry with them strong marks of the infinite care,
and unbounded goodiness of the Governor of the
world. Therefore as the creation, with all its or-
derly arrangement and exquisite beauty, took i..
rise from this unbounded goodness ; and as the op-
erations of Providence are all directed by it, isit
not highly probable, that the same fund of good-
ness would afford man a Revelation of the will of
‘God ?

Additional weight of argument, in favor of this
probability, arises from a ;consideratio_r; of the influ-
ence of such a Revelation. Proceedig from God,
it would contain a system of doctrine , fé,bbfiga-
tions founded in truth, and enforced by ¥4 '."Z. era-
tions of the greatest weight. It would,”thérefore,
operate in opposition té moral evi_t,-"'whic‘h' ‘is the
offspring of error. It would raisc a powerful bar-
rier against the torrents of iniquity, which threaten,
to inundate the world. The principles of recti-
tude essential to such a Revelation, could not but
obstruct the progress of sin, weaken its influence,
4nd finally exterminate it from the carth,

B3
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The consequence of this would be, that a Revela-
tion from heaven would promote order in the mor-
al governmentof God. It would be calculated, by
the light of its truth, to dispel darkness and dis-
order from the mind of man ; and by the energy of
its obligations, to arrest the passions of the human
heart, and reduce them to the government of rea-
son illuminated from above. Thus laying hold on
the principles and springs of actien, it would have
apowcrful influence on the conduct of life ; it would
lIcad us to live soberly, rightcously and godly in the
world. Personal, social and rcligious duties would

be performed, and order would be established in
the earth. But to have this effect, it must be re-

ceived as coming from heaven: the mind must be
firmly persuaded of its truth, and the heart must
be deeply interested in its importance. We there-
fore conclude, that a Revelation from God is pro-
bable ; since God is the God of order, and is infin-
itely opgipsed to moral evil.

But let us consider this subject in another light.
The advanta;ges, which a.Revelation from heaven
would produce to the subjects of the government
of Ged, are incalculable. This position may be
argned from the foregoing observations. Misery
is the- legitimate offspring of sin. There is noth-
ing that strikes, with such violence and effect, at
the happiness of mankind, as the transgression of
the law of God. While on the other hand, ordery

’
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that order which establishes Religion in the heart
is the true parent of happiness substantial, and with-
out end. Life, without Religion, is only a scenc

of vanity and vexation of spirit. The riches, the
honors, and the plcasures of the world, are at best

extremely vain. Witaout goodness, the most ele«
vated situation can afford ne real satisfaction. Our
hearts, unseasoned with virtue, contain within them
a thousand sources of grief, and open ten thousand
avenues to misery from without. Qur passions,
ungoverned by piety, push us into extravagance,
and plunge us into floods of sorrow. When for-
tune favors us, in such circumstances, it is often
only to increase our disappointment : we are elevat-
ed to make our fall the greater. \Vhen unfortu-
nate, and without the safeguard of Virtue, we do
not feel the shafts of adversity alone : those of
guilt peirce us through. And the angt'lish of
guilty conscience, is infinitely more to be dreaded,
than all the evils of adversity, collected and dis-
charged at ance upon our heads. If ¥kder the i(\-‘
fluence of moral corruption, life is so miserable,
what will death be ! O death! how dreadful are
thou unto the sinner loaded with transgression !
for thy sting is sin. O eternity ! how arttheu co-
vered with horrors to the mind, darkened and cor-
rupted by moral evil !

But virtue, piety, order, knowledge and wisdom
enriching the mmfl; merd ‘$xcellence reigning in

i i
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41l the passions of the heart, and purity in the man-
ners of life, are never failing sources of pleasure.
An attempt to rob their possessors of happiness is
-vain. They defy all the united pewers of carth and
hell. Under their benigp influence, the soul ac-
quires self possession and dignity. Inthe day of
-:prcsperity, it can therefore rejoice without vain
glory ; and in the day of adversity, it can consider
without distraction and remorsc. Before them
death drops his dreadful aspect, and puts on the
form of a angel. Eternity presents the most plcas-
ing prospect; it is, to the man possessed of these
graces,an -object of desire and hope. The soul pu-
rified and ennobled by them in this world of pro-
bation, is, after death, translateq to a world of cver-
lasting happiness and glory.

Since moral evil is productive of so much misc-
Ty, and order, the right government of our minds
and hearts in the exercise of virtue and picty, af-
foerds so much happiness to mankind ; and since a

‘Revelstion from God would diminish the first, and

increase and establish the last ; we conclude that -
such a Revelation would be of infinite advantage
to mankind And as God, from the goodness of
his nature, must ever desire the happiness of tho
subjects of his government, we infer that a Reve-
lation of his will concerning us, is highly proba-
ble.

Mankind stand in need of a Revelation of the
Rill of God; God is infinitely good, and disposcd
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to grant such afavor unto them ; a Revelation would
havea happy influence in diminishing moral evil,and
in promoting and establishing order in the moral
government of God ; and for this reason, it unld
produce infinite advantage to mankind. From these
considerations we discover the probability of Re-

velation in general.

ESSAY VL

The necessity of caution respecting Revelation.

WIIEN objects of great moment appear probas
ble, they naturally excite in us desire and expect-

ation : we wait for them with some dcgree of earn- -

estuess and impatience. Hence, when Religion
comes unto us in the character of Divine Revela-
tion, and we are impressed with its probability and
impertance, we give it a ready reception, if there
be nothing in its aspect disagreeable and forbidd-
ing. And such a degree of carelessness and pre-
cipitation too often attends our reception of it, as
is inconsistent with the impertance and majesty of
the subject. Caution in matters of Religion, most
certainly,is absolutely necessary ; especially where
the truth of Religion is concerned. For there is
nothing in which we are so deeply interested as

S
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TReligion; and there is nothing in which mistake
may be attended with consequences so fatal to our
peace and safety. A few obscrvations will make
it evident, that caution, in the examination and re-
ception of any Religion claiming Divine authority,
is indispensably necessary.

Great multitudes of impostors have appeared in
the world; some of whom have practised thce arts
-of deception with too much success. Designing
mcn, of great talents, have an astonishing superi-
ority and influence over the common part of man-
kind, and carry their insidious designs into execu-
tion with facility. YWhen an impostor has a brill-
fant imagination, a comprehensive and energetic
genius, ornamented and enriched with all the
treasures of literature, and thesc great and shining
qualities are dirccted and applicd by superior ad-
dress, he is able to make such deep and lasting
impressions on his fellow beings, as to establish
himself in a kind of dictatorial supremacy. A de-
claration, without the least shadow of argument,
dropping frem the lips of a man of such credit and
autherity, is likely to be received with as much
readiness, as if it were attended with all the evi-
-dence of truth. |

Besides this consideration in which the necessi-
ty of caution is evident, we may remark, that a
false religion claiming Divine authority, weuld
probably be calculated, in a very high degree, te

[ 3
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deceive mankind. TFor framed by such an impos-
tor as has becn above described, we may expect to
find it in the garb of truth, with a smiling and
pleasing aspect, accommodating itself tothe cor-
ruption of the human heart. O verlooking the real
wants of human nature, and shunning its aversions,
it would probably reduce to a very low condition,
if not to destruction, the tene of moral obligation,
- and if demanding any sacrifices at all, it would
give indemnity for them, by opening the avenues
to soft and scnsual gratifications. Thus insinua-
ting itself into our affections, by its smiling ferm
and its offers of indulgence, it might impose itself
upon us, though containing doctrincs palpably false,
and dangerousin a very high degree. Andit might
even de this in presence of true Religion. For
true Religion, descending from above for the pur-
pose of redeeming mankind, must present some
disagreeable truths, and impose some mortifying
precepts. .

But above all, the necessity of caution will ap-
pear, from our natural or acquired inclination to
precipitancy, in forming our judgment on any sub-
ject whatever. For in vain would the accomplish-
ments of impostors, and the fine colourings and
delusive insinuations of false religion, address
themselves unto us, if we loved investigation as
much as we do its opposite. But unhappily for us,
we have great aversion to thorough investigation :
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we choose rather to form arn opinion on the firstap-
pearance of an object, than to suspend our judge
ment until we have considered and examined it on
every side. This dislike to investigation may
arise, from love of sclf, from vanity, or from indo-
lence. Selflave naturally prompts us to think
highly of our own abilities; to apprehend that
we can form correct ideas at once. Vanity leads
us to desire othersto think highly of us; tobelicve
that our minds, great and comprehensive, can per-
ceivetruthintuitively as soon as asubject offers, al-
though it may be extremely abstruse. But unto
indolence, perhaps, we ought more oficn to attrie
bute it. To enquirc and examine, to turn over a
subject and view it on every side, to advance step
by step until we ascend to truth, is toe laborious
for us: we choose rather to be deceived, or at least
to run a great risk of deception, than to undergo
such labor. This precipitance in judging of objects,
is a fruitful source of error: it is the parent of de-
ception. From hence we may learn, that caution
in matters of religion,is evidently neccssary. It
is demanded, in the strongest manner, where dan-

- ger is so great, by every consideration of advan-

tage relative to this life, and that which is to come.
A multitude of impostors, erroneous systems of Re-
ligion highly calculated to deceive, and our natural
inclination to be precipitant in forming our opiunions,
argue in the most conclusive manner, the indis-
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pensable necessity of caution; and teach us to F)e
upon our guard, and to examine with care and dil-
~igence any Religion, which may offer itself as Re~
.velation from heaven.

L]

ESSAY VIL

re Ground on which we ought to examine Reve
elation.

IMPRESSED with the truth of the last Essay,
-we conceive it is highly necessary to occupy prop-
.er ground, whenever we attempt to examine any
Religion, which' claims the character of Divine
Revelation. We must do this, if we would avoid
error and . deception, and would know the authens
.ticy of Revealed Religion.

- The ground on which Revealed Religion ought
to be examined, according to our humble opinion,

is, what may be known of God from the works of
_creation. *

To establish this position, it may be -necessary
to prove—that some knowledge of Ged may be obs
tained from the creation of the world—that. this
knowledge cannot supercede the necessity of Rev-
-elation—that this knowledge affords sufficient
ground for the examination of Revestod Religion—

and that this kno\v]ed'e is neces I fbl'the recep- \
.tion of Revelation.' :
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Some knowledge of God, may be obtained from
¢he creation of the world. There are first princi-
plesin all sciences. The existence of God is one
of these, in the science of theology. And this
principle is not restricted to a few, but is univer-

sally knewn to all mankind. Men of corrupt

hearts, froam a desire of becoming famous by works
of destrustion, or from a wish to free themselves
from the restraints of Religion, have denied the ex-
istence of God. But time was, when this princi-
ple was impressed upon their minds; and it map
reasonably be deubted, whether it was ever fully
erased from the mind of any rational being. The
universal impression of this principle argues, that
God may be known from the works of his
hauds.

It is not a matter of doubt, that the existence of
God, with several of his perfections, may be infercd
from the works of God. For the existence of a
First Cause, is engraven on all the works of crea-
tion. Throughout the vast volume of nature,

“which lics open to the inspection of every reason-

able being, it is written in legible characeers. The

_ most inconsiderable being, within the bounds of

the universe, affords a demonstrative evidence of
the existence of God; since it is absolutely impos-
sible, that that being, however insignificant, should®
have originated from nothing. Every cffect must
have a cause. And the First Cause must be eter-



[ %3]
nal ; for if there had everbeen a time, when there

was no being in existence, that time would be now,
nothing would still remain—because ‘nothing can-

qiot produce something.

‘Let us never suppose, that the works of God de
not give, at least in some degree, a manifestation of .
‘some of his perfections. 'The almighty power of

God, may be seen in the creation of the world,—
That the world existed from everlasting, is.a sup-
pesition too absurd to be admitted ; because muta-
bility and imperfection are the kmown characteris-
tics of it. But these are altogether incensistent
with every idea of eternal existence. .Iliice, in
-some past pcriod of eternity, the world began to
cxist: it was created, brought for:h out of no-
thing, by the God of nature. NowJf we admit the
creatien of the world, we must admit the omnipo-
tent powor of God. TFor nothing lcss ‘than unlimg-
ited power, can create the mostinconsiderable be-
ing.—Nv bounds can be set to:the power of that
Being, whose will has once been self- efficient, in
‘the production of existence from non-existence.
The immensity of the works of God, which aston-
ishes and confounds -us, corroborates this truth.—
We seein the incomceivable greatnen and number
of the worlds, which roll through the vast expanse,
@ Manifestation of almighty power.

From the omnipotence of Ged, we infer ether at-
itributes s we infer the knowledge and wisdom of
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God. For it is difficult for us to conceive a being
independently powerful, without intelligence. The
intelligence of God is- infinite ; for if a being be
unlimited in one attribute, he must be so in all.—
If God be unlimited in his power, he must be un-
limited in the rest of his perfections ; because in-
finitude in any one attribute, utterly excludes all
imperfection. This inference of the infinite know-
ledge and wisdom of God, we have confirmed unto
us by the works of the Almighty. What wisdom
do we see displayed in the frame of the universe !
‘What unbounded understanding, in the formation

-©f animals ! What astonishing and infinite intelli.

: ° af wanaaman hias w3
gence, In the creation o TTA55LL0.C minds!

If God be ailmighty and omniscient, he must pos.

sess unbounded moral excellemce; because he

must be infinitely happy. He must be infinitely
happy, for unlimited intelligence will always dis-

" tinctly perceive what happiness is, and almighty

pewer can always easily maintain the possession
of it. Now a being infinitely happy, must be per-
fectly holy. For he who enjoys, independently in
himself, unbounde® and unalterable’ happiness,
can have no temptation to moral evil, no possible
inducement to depart from the purest rectitude,
and the highest moral excellence. |

From these considerations we are led to céte
clude, that some knowledge of God is communices
ted to mankind, through.tlte works of creation;

h Y
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It is indeed true, that God isabeing of infiriite mag-
nitude, the perfect comprehension of whom exists
only in the Divine mind. For the highest order
of created beings, necessarily limited in their in-
tellectual powers, cannot fully comprehend an
object, the nature of which is infinite. It is im~
possible in the very nature of things, for Revealed
Religion itself, and much more so for natural Re-
ligion, to communicate unto us such a knowledge
of God as is absolutely perfect. - However it ap-
pcars evident, that a degree of the knowledge of
God is possible to man, even independent of Rev-
elation.

If the arguments which have been offered in
support of this truth, should be thought insuffi-
cient, we have others at hand. But since modern
unbelievers will not deny it, and therefore all ob-
Jections against it, must come from believers n
the Christian Religion, we shall leave the field of
nature, to appeal to higher authority—the authority
of inspiration. As this authority will not be deni-.
ed by those who may make such objections, we
shall expect that they will readily yield unto it.
The following remarkable passage, with many
more of the like purport, is direct to the point in
hand.. “For the invisible things of him from the
creation of the world are clearly seen; being un-

~derstood by the things that are made, even his e«

ternal power and Godhead.’’*
! Rom,1.20, — =
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The knowledge of God, which reason may de-
duce from the works of nature, cannot supercede
the necessity of Revelation. In proof of this, take
the following censiderations.

VWhatever truths respecting the Divine Being,
human intelligence may discover by studying the
magnificent fabric of nature, it is utterly impossi.
ble for it to form, without supernatural inspiration,
a perfect and consistent system of theological truth
and moral obligation. This is a matter of fact.—

.- How imperfect are all the productions of humaa

reason, on the subject of Religion !

Again, the imbecility of human reason with re~
spect to cnforcing known obligation, by proper mo-
tives and sanctions, is remarkably great; because
these motives and_sanctions must be drawn from
the world to come, of which reason can form little
more than conjectures.

Further, if human reason couid discover all tire -
obligations of natural law, Rcvelation would not
then be unneccssary. For as we are in a state of
corruption and rebellion against God, we need
more than the knowledge of natural law ; because
this law, suited to the condition of innecent and
happy beings, must be dcficient, when applied.
to creatures in a state of transgression, unless it e
to curse them with destruction. We are now suf-
fering misery and death for the violation of this
law.. What assurance of immortality, ef pardon,,
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and of endless happiness, can we derive from a lawr

which curses us with death? These considera- -
tions will suffice here, because we have already

obviated ob_]ectwm against the particular now un- .
der censideration, in the Essay on the necessity of
Revelation.

The knowledge of the Divine Being, deducible -
from visible objects, affords sufficient ground for
the examination of Revealed Religion; because it
places before us the character of God. When Re-
ligion claims the character of Divine Revelation,
and we have some knewledge of the characier of -
God, of his natural and meral attributes, we can
determine the justness of its claim, by imquiring
whether it be consistent with the Divine charac--
ter~—whether its internal constitution of doctrines .
and obligations, and the external evidences with .
which it may be attended, agrce with the perfee-
tions of . God manifested to us by the works of cre- -
ation. Tor a Revelation from heaven cannot con- -
tradict those truths, which God has communicated
unto us through the works of his hands—because
he cannot contradict himself. The finest idea
which can be formed of God, is, that he is an infi-
nite Intelligence in pericct harmony with himself.
Hence, the communication of religious truth, giv-
en by supernatural inspiration, though itabundant- -
ly transcends, musi harmonize with the manifesta--

~tion of divine things through the works of ereae.
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tion. The God of Religion is the God of
nature,

The knowledge of the Divine Being, which rea-
son collects in the light of nature, is necessary for
‘the proper reception of Revealed Religion. For
en what ground, if we knew nothing of God, can

we receive the doetrines of Revelatmn {rom inspir™
ed men ¥

“We do not deny, that if man were jntirely with--
out any idea of God, the Almighty could intuitive-
}y communicate unto him the knowledge of his:
moral character, attended with such light as would
remove all doubt respecting his truth and goodness.
But then, in this case, such communication must

sbe made unte each individual. But is it not a mat--
Mt' of fact, that each individual has not the inspi-
ration which intuitively communicates the will of
God. Besides, could we reasonably expect, that
an intuitive communication of divine things, would
. be made to‘each individual, when it would be more"
analogous te the proceedings of providence, mere.
consistent with the nature of man and the advan-
tages of human s8ciciy, o give such communica-

tion to a few hely men, and through them tethe-
world. -

In this last metlmd of divine commumcauon,
which appears to be more reasonable than any o--
ther, some knowledge of God previous to it, is ip--
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dispensably necessary. For if we have no know-
ledge of the moral character of God antecedent te
Revelation, therc seems to be no ground on which
we can reasonably receire, with any degree of con-
fidence and satisfactien, the will of God communi-
cated unto us through men divinely and intuitive-
ly inspired : there is no ground, on which evidence,
given in attestation of the doctrines of Reve'led
Religion, can rest, so as to produce conviction of
their truth and goodness. I absolute darkifkss
involve the attribute of divine pgoodness, 'if the
character of the purest rectitude, and the most
unbounded benevclence, which the Deity sustains,
be entirely hid from us prior to the light of Reveal-
ed Religion, wiat inducement could we have to
embrace Revelatien? In absolute ignerance of the
truth of God, and consequently without assurance
that it is impossible for him to deceive, there
seems the highest degree of difficulty to receive
his testimony with confidence. Insuchignorance,
we might apprehend the danger of deception, and
fear that Revelation, instead of bringing us advan-
tage, might discharge upon our heads incalculable

mischief.

Being fully persuaded, after repedted reflections
on this subject, that Revealed Religion ought to be
examined on the ground we have taken, even what
may be known of God from the works of creation,

.G‘ :
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‘we shall endcavor to keep this ground, in the pro-
sccuticn of this work.

ESSAY VIII.

Rules as tests of Revelation.

“THE necessity of some Rules, in judgiong of the
“Truth of any Religion which claims the character
of Divine Revelation, is evident ; particularly from
that caution which is indispensably necessary, in a
matter of so much moment. Therefore on the
ground assumed in the last Essay, wec lay down the
following Rules, which we conceive to be necessa-
ryv and sufiicient.

I. A Revelation from God cannot contain any
thing eontrary to the Divine nature.

II. A Revelation from God must rescmble its
Author; it must bear the impression of the Di-

vine character ; it must be good, great and perfect.
III. A Revelation from God should be attended

with external, pesitive, incoatestable evidence,
audressed to the senses of mankind.

IV. In a Religion revealed from heaven, there
should be some method, by which this positive e-
vidence of its Divine authority, may be conveyed
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down to posterity, without the possibility of decep-
tion.

The Religion which will bear the test of these
Rules, has sufiicient proof, that its Author is God.
Nothing can have stronger demands on our cred-
ence ; and we cannot withhold our faith from it,
without violating the best principles of human in-
telligence. But it is presumed, that we are under
no obligations to receive, as of Divine authority,
any Religion which will not bear examination by
the above Rules.

The two first of these Rules regard the nature
of Religion ; its internal constitution of doctrines
and obligations, taken both separately, and in con-
nection as constituting a system of theology. As
Religion, in its internal parts, agrees with these
Rules, we ought to judge faverably of it; oras it
disagrces with them, we oughtto condemn it. For
it is impossible that any proposition, or system of
propositions, on the subject of theology, can be
true, and yet cither stand in opposition to the at-
tributes of God, or want a rescmblance to the Di-
vine character. N

The two last of these Rules respects the ex-
ternal positive evidence, which a Revelation from
God, intended to benefit mankind, ought to pos-
sess.  For a system of natural Religion, though

weak and imperfect, will contain some doctrines®s

consistent with the nature of Deity ; and it may,

e ——— P SN -
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;perhaps, even be possible for human reason to
throw together some of the doctrines of natural
Religion, in such a manncr,.as to - contain nothing
contrary to the attributes of God,but to bear some
resemblance of the Divine character. Butsuch an
ussemmblage of religious doctrines, would net be a
Revelationrfrom God. Besides, external evidences
in attestation of the Truth of Religion, addressed
to the senses of mankind, are better calculated to
convince and affect the common part of the world,
than arguments drawn down from .the nature of
Religion. Therefore, when Religicn is derived
from above, we have reason to expect, that it will
be not only a system of truth consistent and harmo-
nious, possessing a glorious excellence in the im-
pression of the Divine.character; but we have a
right to expect, that it wili also be attended with
positive evidence, of an incontrovertible nature—
with ocular demonstrations of its divinity.
Revealed Religion, we have reason to expect,
should possess some method suitable to perpetuate
its authority, to convey to posterity, in a manner
not susceptible of deception, the evidence by which
s Truth and influence are established and enforc-
ed. For when once Revealed Religion is fully
confirmed unto mankind, with supernatural opera-
tions of God, it seems necessary, that the interrup-
tions of the laws of nature, given as proofs of Re-
velation, should cease; lest from becoming com-
mon, they should lose their effect. Were miragu-
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lous operations to take place with regularity and’
uninterruption, would they not soon lose the nature
of miracles? The principles of these operations
would become established laws of nature. Forin-
stance : it would certainly be miraculous for fire
to cease to burn, to consume combustible substan-
oes. But were it to be regularly and constantly so,.
it would cease to be miraculous: it would become
a law of nature for fire not to destroy combustible.
bodies. . -

When we examine Christianity, and find that it
will bear the test.of these Rules—that. it Contains
nothing contrary to the nature of God—that it.
bears the impression of the Divine character, and
is full of goodness, greatness and perfection—that
its Truth is established by proofs the most demon-
stratively conclusive—and. that: these proofs have
been conveyed down to.us, in such a manner, as to
secure us against even the possibility of deception—
we hope that our faith will receive confirmation in
an increased conviction of the Truth of our Holy
Religion.. Qur hope of glory, grounded on this
Truth, will beceme more vigorous; and, the prin-
eiples of action being drawn into consent, we sha'l
fecl the influence of the Gospel affecting our hearts
more forcibly, and producing the happiest reforma-
tion in our lives. Thus being conscious of our
great interest in Religion, we shall defend Chris-
tianity with that firmness and vigor, which its im-
portance demands of its votaries,
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ESSAY IX.

Christianity nct conirary to the Nature of God.

. \WE come now to examine the claim of Christiae
nity te Divine authority, to the character of a Religi-

on revealed from heaven: we com:e to apply unto
it tlie first Rule we have before laid down. « A

Revelation from God cannot contain any thing con-

trary to the Divine nature.”
The Tiuth and glory of the Christian Religion,

wiil appear the more evident, as this Rule is the
more sirictly applied. TForthc further we go in the
examination of the Religion of Jesus Christ, the
more we shall perceive, that it perfectly accords
with the nature and attributes of God.

It may be asked with much confidence, in what
part of the Christian Religion, is tkere any thing
contrary to the nature znd perfections of the eternal |
Being ? Is it in that part, which displays with so
much energy and sublimity, the existence and per- |
fections of Jehovah, and scts in such pleasiag light,
the government which he maintains over the
world? Isitin that part, which exhibits with ad-
mirsble perspicuity and propriety, the physical and
moral nature of man, and that degrading condition



[ 557

of guilt and corruption into ‘which mankind have
fallen through transgression? Is it in that part,
which discevers, with everlasting praise to the wis-
dem and goodness of God, the method of redemp-
“tion through Jesus Christ, as Mediator between
Ged and man? Is it in that part, which contains
the purest morality and picty ever delivered to
the world; where the duties of man are set in the
faircst light, and forcibly pressed upon the heart by
motives of eternal weight, so that the dullest under.
standing may perceive, and the grossest heart must
feel, the plain and powerful obligations of the Gos-
pel ? Is it in that part, which gives the obligations
of Christianity the {ullest sanctions, by the manifes-
tation of the world to come; by the promise of e-
verlasting life, glory and happiness to the obedient,
and by the denunciation of everlusting destruction
from the presence of the Lord, and the glory of his
power, against them who know not God, and obey
not the Gospel of Christ? It cannot be found in a-
ny of these parts of our Holy Religion. In what
part then, can any thing be found contrary to the
nature of God ? Is it in the history of the life of
Christ? . |

The historical parts of the Gospel have the cha-
racter of truth indelibly and evidently enstamped -
on them ; and such admirable consistency is main-
tained throughout every page, though written by .
different men, at-different -times, that they carry -
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the strongest evidence, that their authors were ins
spired. And from this very consideration, they
have a right to demand of us the greatest regard,
and the firmest faith,

It is true,indeed, that objecticns have been raisa
ed agzainst Christianity, on the supposition, that the
history cf the life of Jesus Christ is not consistent
with itself.  If this supposition were, indeed,
greunded in truth, there weould te some reason to
coubt, that ti:e Religion which is founded on the
ficts cortzained in the history of the life of Christ,
is not of God; becuuse inconsistency is contrary
to the nature of God. But there is rot the least
shadow of evidence, hy which such inconsistency
can be supported.

The charge of inconsistency, in the history of
the life of Christ, has been repeatedly urged by the
cnemies of Christ. They have gathered vp with

such assicuity, arnd magnified with come ingenui-
ty ard more vencm, every appearance of inconsis-
tercy; that they might raise objections against
Clristianity, and throw disgrace ard contenpt
cn its advocates. Eut as often as they have repeat-
¢d the objections, they have been answered, in a
masterly znd satisfactory manner, by able and learn.
ed ministers ¢f the Gospel.  Their insidious at-
temps to blacken our Holy Religien, have only gi-
ven cccasion foran increase of glory to it.  For its
Truth and consistency have appeared more eyident,
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in proportion to the severity with which it has™
been examined and scrutinized. The evidence -of
the facts on which it rests, has been pressed upoa
the understanding with irresistible force ; while c- -
very shadow of inconsistency has vanished before
the severe investigation it has undergone; and
while the mind of the candid enquirer has felt a
full conviction of-the following truth : the authors -
of these objections, have given abundant preof, that
they are grossly ignorant of historical facts, of ths
laws, customs, and practices of the nations cotem-
porary with Jesus Christ, or that they have a ma-
lignant intention to pervert-the Holy Scriptures.

But, perhaps, it-may be urged, that although a_
gainst the Christian Religion, on thé ground of its
historical parts, there can lie no objection ; yet it -
contains some doctrines not reconcileable to the dic-
tates of reason respecting the Divire nature.—
Which are these dectrines ? Perhaps the Mosaic
account of the introduction of moral evil into the
world, the incarnation of the Son of God, the atonc-
ment which was made on the cross for the sins of
the world; and the dottrine of the Trinity, may be
objected unto, as being irreconcilable to the dic-.
tates of reason rcspecting the perfections of God?

The dictatcs of reason.. What are we to under-
stand by a doctrine reconcileable to the dictates of
reason ! Isita doctrine, that presents no object in-

comprehensible to human reason?

or a doctriueg
C2 | |
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which produces sufficient evidence of its truth ? If
we are to redu~c all doctrines to the level of the
mind of man, to the perfect comprehension of hu-
man reason, so that no object is presented in them
incomprehensible to the understanding of man,
we must strike out at one dash all our knowledge
human and divine. For where is the doctrine,
within tiie whole circle of science, which does not
exhibit an object incomprchensible to human un-

derstanding ¢

It is the glory of our Hely Religion to exhibit
many objects infinitely mysterious. Among these,
as the first Truth in Religion, it presents unto us
almighty God, as a Being of infinite mystery.

But if, by a doctrine reconcileable to the dictates
of reason, we are to understand one which has suf-
ficient evidence of its truth; then we assert, that
the doctrines before mentioned are perfectly recon-
ciicable to the dictates of reason,respecting the at-
tributes of the Divine Being. Feor in the account
given usin Revelation respecting the intreduction
(;f moral cvil into the world, the incarnation ef the
Son of Ged, the expiatory sacrifice made on the
cross for the sins of the world, and the doctrine of
the Trinity ; we see no inconsistency and contradic-
tion, nothing repugnant to the known perfections
of the Divine nature. But we see in the Christian
Religion, abundant evidence of the truth of these
doctrines. The question is not, yhether we can
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perfectly comprehend them in every respect, and
solve every difficulty which may arise respecting
them, in relation to the Divine nature; butthe -
question is, whether we have sufficient evidence, -
that they are true, that there is no real manifest re-
pugnance in them to the attributes of God. Tak- -
ing up the subjectin this light, while we refer
these doctrines to a particular eonsideration in the
four following Essays, we do not hesitate to de-
clare, that it is our full, firm and conscientious be-
licf, that there is nothing in these doctrines irre-
concilable to the dictates of sound reason, and that
Christianity is not, in the least degree in any re-
spect, contrary to the nature of God. -

ESSAY X.

Christianity not contrary to the nature of God as te

what it teaches respecting moral evil,

THE introduction of moral evil into the system
of creation, is a subject of great difficulty, when we
consider it in relation to the Divine Being. That
infinite wisdom foresaw the eflects and consequen-
ces of the existence of sin on the physical and moral
. parts of the universe, is a question that does not
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admitof adoubt. Itisalike certain, that the means
to prevent 1ts entrance into the world, lay open be-
fore the eye of the same Divine wisdom, and that
adequate power to usec such means, or-to accom-
plish its cnd without means, tc ‘iie most perfectly
effectual prevention of the introduction of sin into
the creation of God, existed ih the arm of Omuni-
potence. Had an irtelligent being, limited like
man, stood anterior to the existence.of nioral evil
on these incontrevertible propositions, Lhe mest

probably would have reasancd thus : ¢ Sin can nc-
ver enter into the werld,  For the same unbound-

ed goodness which gave exister.ce to. creation,
wiil, it is readily appre hendcd, prompt infinite wis-
dom and almighty power to raise insurmountable

barricrs cgalost the introduction of siin.” This
rcasoning, however plausibie .and apparantly just,

4s erronccus. For thecexistence of moral evil is
zot icw probiematical ; it is a matter of fact. Al-

niighty power did not cxort itself ; ard sin came
into the world.

Although it does not appear inconsistent with the
churacter of man, to think on this subject; yet it
certainly becomces him to think modestly. on a sub-
ject, the majesty and profundny of which overawe
and confound him.

That the all-good and wise Being chose that
plan of creation which has actually taken place, we
d9 not deubt, although it {nvelved, as one of its

-
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consequ_encé_s, the existence of ‘moral evil; not a
consequence neccessarily and unavoidably result-
ing from it, but a consequence arising from the a-
buse of a power of self-determination, given unto
rational beings for.the grand purpose of extensive
virtue and unbounded enjoyment—and, therefore,
a consequence which might not have resulted from
the creation of the world. For that God uncondi-
tionally dctermined, that sin should come into the
world, is, in'our apprehension, a proposition full of
cxtravagant absurdity, and monstrous impiety.

TWhen we attempt toconsider same questions a-
rising from this subject, we find ourselves surround
ed with impenetrable darkness. And, indced, there
_is nothing strange in this. For it is notgl Kolc
for the narrow limits ef the human understahding,
to tuke in the rcasons of the Divime government,
and discover all the consequences resultingfrom th@
present system of creation, through all the ages of
eternity. On the brink of the abyss which rises be-
fore us, we'have reason to exclaim: ¢« O the depth

of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of
God ! how unsearchable are his Judgments and his

ways past finding out !>

But onc side of thi# subject is all luminous.
The existence of sin in the world, is a matter of
fact ; a sad deplorabie -fact. The mind of man is
morally perverted, and his heart deeply corrupted.
In consequence, darkness and error have taken

o o -——— -

o
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place in the former, and the worst and basest passi- -
ons have gaincd the ascendant in the latter. The
noble power of intclligence, placed in man as a go-
vernor, has been reduced to the basest subjection
to blind and furious passion. Of course the con-
duct of man, the illustrious and distinguished pos
sessor of reason, has been, beyend all computation,
extravagant, outragcous and wicked.

The truth of this is confirmed by the universal
cxperience and acknowledgement of mankind, in
every nation under heaven, as is abundantly evident
from history. Indeed, history is little elsc than a
public record of the crimes of mankind. Through
all ranks in human life, from the lowest conditjon
to th@nost elevated, {rom the meanest peasant to
the'm}lustrious character, the principle of cor-
ruption works its dire cffects.

» Against the existence of moral evil, no objection
can be raised, unless on the ground of the doctrinc
of absolute fatality, with its blind and resistless

power extended not only to every part of creation,
but to God himself.  But this doctrine, infinitely

absurd in its nature, and abominable in its conse-
quences ; this doctrine horridly impious, and
dreadfully vicious, ca ’ying in its bosom death to
all that is great and good in human society; this
doctrine of absolute fataiity, can never find place
except in the brains of the vissionary sons of phi-
losophical fanaticism, o |
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But no objection can be raised against Christia-
nity, on account of its teaching, that sin is in the .
world, which will not lie with equal force against
natural Religion itself. For it is not the exclusive
prerogative of the Christian Religion, to teach this
doctrine : we find it taught also in natural Religion.
Neither can any objection lie, on this ground, a-
gainst either the one or the other, so long as vice
and impiety, like mighty inundations, overflow the
world, and swecp away the sons of men from peace
and happiness, to misery, destruction, and death ;
or so long as this shall stand on the records of time
or cternity.

But it may be pretended, that Revealed Religion,
not because it teaches that sin is in the worldj but
because of the account, which it gives, of the in-
troduction of moral evil inte the system of crea-
tion, is liable to ebjection.

What in the Mosaic account of the fall of man,
and the entrance of sin into the world, is liable to
objections ? Can any thing be found, in that ac-
count, not readily reconcileable to the dictates of
sound reason, in relation to the attributes of God 2
does not that very account give unte rChristianity
an infinite superiority over natural Religion ?

Heathen philesophers, on this subject, were sur-
round with midnight darkness. They wandered
in the labyrinths of cenjecture, and only lost them-
selves the mere ig proportion as they advanced.



64 ]

Biit behold, on the approach of Revealed Reli-
gion, this darkness vanishes away ! conjecture and
error give place to certainty and truth. Led by
Moses, we behold our first parents innocent and
happy, placed by their gracious Creator in a gar-
den of pleasure ; enjoying the most unbounded li-
berty of gratification, with only one exception, one
only interdiction, as the trial of their faith, as the
exercise and confirmation of the virtues of their
hearts, as the test of their obedience—as the ex.
ternal ¢vidence of the full submision of their hearts
to the moral obligations of their nature. ¢ Ofeve-
ry tree of the garden thou mayest freely eat ; but
of the trce of the knowledge of good and evil thou
shalt not eat ef it : for in the day thou eatest therc-
of thou shalt surely die,” or. ¢“dying thou shalt
die.”* Then we behold them approached by a fal-
len angel in disguise, in a serpent, or in the form
of a serpent,and by him deceived ; first led to dis-
trust the truth of their maker, and then to violate
his express commandmernt. ¢ And he said unto the
the woman, ¢ Yea, hath God said, ye shall not eat of
every tree of the garden? And the woman said un-
to the serpent, we may eat of the fruit of the trces
of the garden : But of the fruit of the tree which
is_in the midst of the garden, Ged hath said, ye .
shall not eat of it, neither shall ye touch it, lest ye

~ dic. And the serpent said unto the woman, ye

* Genesisy 2. 16,17, -

— - .
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shall not surely die : for God doth know, that ih
the day ye eat théereof, then your eyes shall be o-
pened ; and ye shall be as gods, knowing good
from evil. And when the woman saw that the tree
was good for food, and that it was pleasant to the
eyes, and a tree to be desired to make one wise,
she taok thereof and did eat, and gave also unto
her husband with her, and he did eat.”® Thus sin
entered into the world. Neow what candid man
can find any dissatisfaction, in this matural and ra-
tional ascount of the introduction of moral evil in-
to the world ?

The futile objection, that Moses is nol worthy of
eredit, because he attributes unte the trifling ac-
tion of eating an apple, the most dreadful conse-
quences, death and all our woes, is.scarcely wor-
thy of notice. Maoscs no where says, that the for-
bidden fruit, eaten by our first parents, was an ap-
ple. Giving no particular description of the in-
terdicted tree, he distinguishes- it only from the
trees of the garden, besides .its local. situation, as
being the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.
While man, in obedience to the law of God, touch-
cd it noty he was happy in the knowledge, the ex-
perience, the enjoyment of good ; but when he put
forth his hand, in violation of the Divine . law, he
fatally acquired the knowledge, the ,expcrienée,
the. misery. of evil. In ferbearing to-touch the
fruit of this tree, he gave external evidence of obe-

® Qenesie 3. 1,2, 3, 4, 5, 6.

-
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dience, in which he enjoyed the expcrimental

knowledge of good. But in cating that fruit, he

gave cxternal evidence of disobedience, by which

he basely sunk into the experimental knowledge

of evil. Ience wc may discover the reason, why

thistrce was called, the tree of the knowledge of

good and evil. Ncither Moses, nor any other in-

spired writery gives any intimation, that therc was

any differcnce between the nature of this tree, and

that of the commeon trecs of the Garden ; nor do

they dcclare, that it was the eating of the fruit of
this trce, as a natural action, but as a violation of
the law of God, which brought death and all our -
wocs into the world.

The Christian Religion may here be accused of
exaggerating, in stating the consequences of mor- -
al evil. ¢ Is not the loss of immortality and hap. .
piness, a consequence too great and dreadful tore- -
sult from the transgression of the law of God ? Is
not moral evil insufficient to produce death and
cndless misery 2 Are not these punishments too -
severe to be inflicted on ignorant man, by a gra-
cious Gad, for the transgression of his law ? And,
therefore, is not Christianity, which assumes these
as the cflects of transgression, extravagantly see:
vere, and inconsistent with the character of the :

God of mercy ?”

We answer, Christianity is not extravagantly se- -
vers, because it declares that death and endless.»
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misery are conscquences of sin, nor is it inconsic
tent with the character of the God of mercy. For

the loss of happiness and’ immortality, is a dircct
consequence nzturally arising from the violation

of the law of God. The transgression of the law, .
is a violation of the relations bctween God and

man. In the act of transgression, fidelity and al-

legiance are breken, indcpendence is assumed, and

the transgressor withdraws himself from his ma-

ker. What must follow?! The loss of happiness,

of rational cnjoyment, arising f{rom thc manifes-.
taticn of the Divine perfections, and the love of
God. In this only the true felicity of an intellis

gent being consists. When the mind sinks into

corruption and misery, itis rcasonable to expect,

that the body will participate in its degradation—

will also sink in the arms of corruption and

death.

It may likewise be observed, that an intcligeng
being can be happy in those pursuits only, which
are consistent with his nature, and in which the end
of his creation will be accomplished. Now the trans-
gression of the law of God, is an act of violence done
to the constitutional powers,and original feelings
of the transgressor, since every law, obligatory on
him, necessarily grows out of his nature. Such
violence offered to the nature of a moral being, and
in direct opposition to the end of his creation,
must naturally sink him down to the gulphs of mis-
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ery. Underit, thers can be no possibility of hap-
piness,

Thercfore, as it is possible, yeca probable, that
the transgressor may sink so far into error and
corruption, as to render it impossible for him to
return te his fidelity and allegiance to.God, endless
misery, independent of Divine vengeance particu-
larly expressed, may be the naturral consequence
of sin. |
But we are not to forget, that the God of mercy,
is the God of justice, and the governor of the
world, It therefore becomes him to support the
dignity and authority of his government, by inflict-
ing such punishments on the dclingent sinner, ins
corrigible in transgrcssion, as the principles of
Divine justice may demand.

Death and misery are in the-world; and unto.
what cause can they be imputed, with so much pro-
priety, as to morul evil? Is any thine else ade-
quate to their produstion ? And shuli Christianity
be reproached with extravagant severity, because
it discovers the true and adecquate cause of all the
evils existing in the world ? because it declares,
that endless -miserv will be the consequence of in-
corriyible corruption and wickedness ? and because
it gives us assurances, that God will let loose his
indignation on those who shall cor tinue to trans-
gress his laws 2 And shall it be represented, as. be-
ing inconsistent with the character of the God of
mercy, when it does all this, with the benevolelts

»
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design of warding us against the danger of sin, and
of inducing us to return with repentance and faith
unto God, that we may escape the everlasting mise-
ry resulting from transgression, and that we may
enjoy, through the riches of freec grace, that im-
mortal happiness which is inseparably connected
with obedience ? This would be the highestdegree
of extravagant folly, and a species of baseness
worthy of the severest execration.

On reviewing this subject, we are. fully persuad-
ed, that Christianity is not centrary to the nature
of Giod, on account of what it teaches concerning
moral evil.

ESSAY XI.

{Christianity not contrary to the nature of God in

resficct to the doctrine of the Incarnation.

THE son of God was indeed manifested in the
flesh. The brightness of the Father’s glory, and

the express image of his person, in whom the God-
head dwelt bodily, was veiled in. humanity.

We do not deny, that the manifestation of the
Son of God .in the flesh, is a mystery—a mystsry so
great that the angels desire to look into it. But
deny,we.do that there is any thing in.it.irrecogy
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cilable to the dictates of reason respecting the
nature of God. We grant that it is truly astonish-
ing, that the Only begotten of the Father should
so humble himself, as te takc on him the form of
a servant in the likeness of man—But are not all
the works of God astonishing? Gréatness,
grandeur, aud incomprehensibility, mark all the
operations of the Divine hand, and distinguish them
from the works of secona causes.

Reason has received from the manifestation of

the Son of God, her present accuteness and vigor.
By it she has been elevated from the dismal vales

of error, to thc mountain of truth, wherc she en-
joys the mildest beams of mercy, and a flood of
day from the Sun of righteousness. YWhat then,
shall she object against the incarnation of the Son
of God? Will she dictate any thing against the
source of her strength, vigor and honer?

\We are taught by the purest dictates of reason,
that the great First Cause essentially inhabits the
whole universe. Thercis nothing, physically con-
sidered, but what is full of him. God fills all things,
from the bhiglest intelligence, who triumphs in
exalted excellence, down through all the grada-
tions of creation even to dull matter. His presence
gives reality and suppert to nature. From being
united to God, as its Creator, it subsists in all its
various forms—Separated from him, it would sink
to nothing again. Shall reason, then, revolt at the
idea of a particular union formed between God and
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man, in the person of Jesus Christ, for the glorious
purpose of redeeming myriads of intelligent be-

ings, whose cxistence can be measured by eternity

only ?
Creation was an act of Divine power, by which

‘naturc arose out of nothing. Ilence the varieus
orders of created beings, frem the highest to the
lowest, have onc common origin. All their ex-
ccllence is derived; and the degrees of glory by
which they differ, arose from the will of their
Crcator. There is no such thing as phyﬁ@g{ base-
ness, in a positive sense, in creation. %&i ppsi-
tive baseness must exist in moral deM« It
scems therefore, that it cannot be dishonot‘faﬁaﬁ |
God to ferm any union, which he may think proper,
with any of his creatures, when they are consider-
c¢d in respect to their physical constitution; and
that every objection, which maintains the least sha-
dow of reason, brought against such union, must be
grounded on moral depravity. But it is not ex-
pected, that those who rise up against Christianity,
on account of the incarnatien of the Son of God,
will make this the ground of their objection; be-
cause they seem unwilling to allew the existence
of moral depravity.

However, should any take this ground, they will
not be able to maintainit; for the Gospel teaches
us, that the man, Christ Jesus, in whose person
God has united himself with mankind, was not
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brought into the world by natural generation, but
by an immediate act of Divine power, by the oper-
ation of the Holy Ghost ; and that, therefere, he was
free from moral depravity—~He was without sin.

It may be said, ¢ that the Christian Religion is
not worthy of credit, on account of the incarnation
of Jesus Christ, whichis represented as affecting
God with the alteration of his nature, and commu-
ricating the essential properties of Deity to hu-
manity.” If the Gospel did, indeed, communicate
any such ideas as these, we should have reason to
doubt of its truth. But it teaches no such things.
Itis far from teaching, fthat Deity suffered any
change, or that the essential attributes of God were
communicated to human nature, in the incarnation
of Jesus Christ—It teaches just the reverse. We
are taught by it, that there are two distinct natures
in Jesus Christ, the human, and the Divine. The
first of these, though greatly exalted in excellence
and glory, is however still human. The Divine na-
ture is gloriously incapable of mutability—¢ Jesus
Christ, as God, is the same yesterday, to day and
forever.”

Here it may be objected, ¢that the Gospel in
teaching the doctrine of the Incarnation, represents
God in a very mean and contemptible light, by
making humility a part of his character.” We

ask: I's humility mean and contemptible ? Is itinno

sense_compatible with the-character of God? Is

. —a—
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ot pride its opposite? Would the objector have
the Gospel to represent Deity under the. chaucter
of an imperious and haughty tyrant ?

But what is humility ? Is it not modesty, conde.
scendingly and prudently withholding the manifes-
tation of the lustre of real excellence ? Is not this
consistent with the character of God ? Does he not
withhold from us the greater part of the lustre of
his perfet:tions? The Son of God, when he cams
into the world, in condescension to our weakness,
aud in pradence with respedt to the purpose of
his mission, made himself of no reputatien: he
covered the glery of his D1ﬁpe nature, which
would have been insufferable to the eyes of mor-

tals, by taking on him the form of a servant, the nas
ture of man.

We do not deny, that humility is ascribed, ia
other respects, unto Jesus Christ in the Gospel.
But {s it not then always with respect to his human,
ity,and not to his Damuty? Jesus Christ, who as God
concealed the lustre of his glory, humbled himself
as man, in obedience unto the death of the cross. .

Therefore, as the Gospel, respecting the Incﬁar-
nation of Jesus Christ, does not confound Deity
with humamty ; 'and as ne dishonor can arise to God
from his uniting himself with man in the Persoa
of Jesus Christ, either on the ground of the natural
constitution of human nature, or its depravxty ; we

cenclude tha; no objection can lie against our Ho-

. b —
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1y Religion, because it teachesthat the Son of God
 was manifested in the flesh. And especially, as #&
is manifest, that reagon has derived great strength,
and abundant light, from this manifestation, she
canneve _ -28e the Christian Religion—It isnot
reason, but folly, which rises in.opposition to the
glorious Gospel of Jesus Christ.

ESSAY XII.

Christienity not conyrary to the nature oj" God ress
hecting the doctrine of the Atonement. -

THE doctrine of the atonement, is of great cone
seqaence in Religion. What the sun is to the so« -
lar system, this appeats to be to the Christian Re-
_ ligion: It is the connecting prianciple in the sys<
tem of evangelical Truth. With it the Gospel is
fall of light, beauty and energy; but without this
doctrine, it would be void and without form, and
darkness would cover the face thereof, as it did the
face of the great deep in the beginning of the
world,

We may therefore expect, that all the ingehuity
and energy of infidelity, will be directed against
this doctrine. The objection may run thus : « The
doctrine of the itonement, intimately  connceted
With all the dectrines of the Gespel, @nd partices
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farly with that of the incarnation, affurds a stroaf ’
argument against Christianity. I'nr it represents
the impassible God as suffering ; the Govem_o(r of
the world,as being unjust“and cruely punishing the
innocent instead of the guilty; and the God of all
wisdom, as acting thc part of foily in employing
the 1nost expensive means for the accomplishment
of no valuable purposc, the atonement being uses
less, as pardon must come, after all, fram Memy,
and not from Justice.” ',

This is a bold and daring object.ion, as destitute
of truth as it is of modesty. However we will
cxamine it.

Itisa trath unto which we cordially assent, and
which we wish to be deeply impressed on every”
mind, that there is, indeed, an inseparable connec-
“tion between the doctrine of the incarnation, and
that of the atonement. For the Gospel teaches us
that the express purpose of the manifestation of
Jesus Christ in the flesh, was to make an atone-
ment for the sins of the world, by offering himseif
to Divine justice asa sacrifice on the cross. If
therefore, this doctiine were absurd, we
would not contend for that of the incarnation. But,
it is not absurd. There is. nothing in it contrarp
to the nature and character of God.

The doctrine of the atonement, contains noths
mg inconsistent with the impassibility of Deity.—
For where this doctrme is taught inthe Gospely
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thcre Is not thic lcast intimation given, that the
Divine nature suffered. But on the contrary, we
lcarn from Revealed Religion, that God is blessed
forever more—ithat the eminence of his perfec-
tiong, raises him infinitely above all possibility
of shffering.  We are taught by the Gospel, that
Jequs Christis truly man, and truly God. His hu-
minity sufifered—his Divinity could not. The Di-
ainity supported the humauity, and enabled it te
ear the intolerable weight of the sins of the whole
Z‘orld ; to suffer what in the eye of Divine justice,
Avas fully equivalent to the curse of the law of
God, against the delinquent sons ef men. For
[ let it be remembered, that the law cursed man
! with death, endless dcath, everlasting destruction
/ frem the presence of the Lord, and frem the Gleo-
ry of his power. But Christ did not suffer this:
Le did not suffer everlasting destruction. But he
suffered in that degree, and with that merit, which
in the view of Justice,made perfect satisfaction for
the sins cf the world, ‘The sufferings of his hu-
manity, voluntarily offered, became infinitely mer-
itorious from his Divinity. Hence we conclude,
that the doctrine of the atonement does not repre-
scat Deity as suffering; it is not contrary to the
glorious perfection of God, which exalts him to in-
finite and inviolable happiness. Therefore, the
accusation against Christianity, now under consid-
eration, is the offspring of gross ignorance and

presumption,
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With respect to the assertion, ®that the doc-
trine of the atonement represents the Governor of
the world, as being cruel and unjust,” w2 noi on-
Iy deny it, but are able to prove the reversc.—
Without entering into detail on this proof, we
shall just remark, that the Governor of the worl i
by the atonement has manifested himself inlnite-
ly merciful and just—sn merciful, that he was not
willing to. destroy the guilty ; and so just,that he
would not save them without satisfactica for the
sreach of the holy law.. |

In the suffcrings of the biessed Jesus, no crucl-
ty, or injustice, was offered unto him, by the Di-
vine government ; for he suffered willingly. - Hal
he been dragged to execution, and sacrificed a-
gainst his ewn will, it would have been cruel and
unjust. But he did not suffer from compulsion,
but he suffered of choice.- He offered himsell
freely as a sacrifice for us, and when he had pur-
ged our sin he sat down at the right hand of ths
Majesty on high.. For he said ¢ “I lay down my
life, that I may take it again. No man toketh it
from me, I lay it down of myself: I have power ts
‘lay it down, and I have power to take it again.”
Hence it is evident, that Christianity is not objec-
tionable on account of the doctrine of the atone-
ment, as charging the Governor of the worll with
cruelty and injustice. For although the holy aud
innocent Jesus did suffer in the place of guilty
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men, yetnothing cruel and unjust teek place in
his death and passion, with respect to the Governq
ment of God; becouse it was the choice of Christ,,
to die forihe sins of the world.—1He lay down his
hfe of Limself.

That the wisdom of God used expensive means
for the redemption of the world, we are not dispo-
sed to dispute. But we arc far from adimitting,
that no valuable purpose was effected by them.—m
T'he manifestation of the glory of God, in the sal-
vation of a muititude of reasonable and immortal
keings, was effected by the use of those means;
and we apprehend, that it is diflicult to conceive a
purpose of greater value.

We also readily acknowledge, that pardon must
still come from the hand of Mercy. But it will
ot thercfore follow, that the atonement was use-
less. We cannot infer, that because the pardon of
sin arises from the bowels of Divine mercy, the =
satisfaction made for the transgression of the law
is aitended with no advantage; for it may be infi
pitely mcre adrantageous to remit sin on the
arcund of satisfaction meade for it, than to parden
it witbout any satisfaction.

Let us remember, that God’ is in heaven, and
that we are upon the earth; and that, therefore,
his weys arc inscrutable te us. It is impossible
" for us to sce all the reasons of the Divine trans-
actions, cr all the consequences resulting from

hcm. If we had ne other argument except this
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to justify Christianity from the charge of the inu-
tility of the atenement, we should have sufficient
to satis{y reasonable men. For the utility of the
proceedings of God, is not to be determined by
the scanty line of the human understanding, But
we have other arguments,. as will presently ap-
pear..

We shall not assert, that it was impossible for
God to have redcemed the world, in any other way
than by the sacrifice of Jesus Christ. For it
would be presumption in us to:limit the Holy One
of Israel, to prescribe bounds tothe nfinite God.
But we do net.-hesitate to declare, on-the ground of
the Gospel, that lre chose to redeem the world
by the death of Christ ; and we hope, we shall not
depart from that modesty which becomes human
nature, when we affirm, that, among other reasons
the utility of the atonement.was an inducement to
that choice..

Ore use of the atonement,apparent even to our
weak understanding; is, the honor which the law
received by it. Jesus Christ fulilied the law by a
life of perfect obedience, and- made it honorable
Ly a death perfztly metitorious, and every way
suited to support the dignity of the law.

It hecame Geod, as the Ruler of the world, in

bringing many sons to glory, to make the Captain
of their salvation perfect through sufferings. It

becume kim tosupport the honor of the law,to see
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that it was not broken with impunity, by requiring
that Jesus Christ, who had undertaken the cause
of man to answer for the transgression of the law,
should be made perfect, as an atoning priest,
through suffering the curse of the law. Had the
Almighty pardoned the transgressions of the
world, without any satisfaction, it weuld have see-
med to us, that even the foundations of his ever-
lasting Kingdom were loosened. But by demand-
ing satisfaction, the honor of his law, the firmness,
of his kingdom, and the establishment of his autho-
rity, so necessary for the welfare of his subjects,
and the glory of his name, are evidently maintain-
ed.

Hence, we may discover another use of the ab
tornemert; its powerful, extensive and happy influ-
etcecn the minds of moral beings. Truth, good-
ness, ond justice, are eminent traits in the charac-
ter of God, asthe Father and Sovereign of the uni-
verse ; and in that proportion in which moral be-
ings discover and feel these Attributes, they are
induced to walk in the paths of virtue, to honor,
ard to happiness. And where shall we find truth,
gocdn.ess, and justice, displayed with so much ef.
fect, with se much glory and power, as in the mag-
nificent and awful transactions of Calvary? It is
impossible for us to conceive the extent of the in-
fluénce, now un ler consideration, not only on man-
kind, but also on higher orders of beings, whe
may have beenastonished spectators, or may have
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received just views, of the sufferings with which
Christ atoned for the sins of the world. The hap-
py and glorious effects of the atonement, with re-
gard to its moral infldence, as well as with respect
ts the removal of- the guiltof the world, may be
experienced by countless myriads of-immortal be-
ings through the ages of eternity.

Whenever we candidly examine the doctrine of
the atonement,as it stands in the Gospel, we shall
find it to agrec with the character -of God ; -to be
_gloriously declarative of- mercy and justice, and
extensively- useful to the subjects of-the Divine
goverument. We shall see, that Christianity, from
‘te atonemeanty-derives much of its excellence; and

at, instead of being objectionable on accouat of
this doctrine, it is worthy of our highest estima-
tion, as being perfectly censonant to the nature of
God, and happily accommodated to the necessity of
mankiad. .

ESSAY XIII.

Christianity not contrary to the nature of God, on
account of the dectrine of the Trinity.

TO attempt an explanation of inexplicable and
incomprehensible subjects, is a mark of weakness

or. ostentation, and frequently of both. But the
D2
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discovery of our weakness, is not the only conses
quence resulting from such attempts. For when
wve launch out into unfathomable deeps, with a de.
sign to sound them to the boitom, we involve eur-
selves, and those whe are encoursaged' to follow us
by our example, in great and dangerous difficul«
ties. While we apply the whele of our powe- to
accomplish our vain design, we are swept down
by the current, and lost in the fogs of error. At
length, we know not which way to steer our course.
Mistake follows mistake ; and error succeeds er-
ror. Truth and wisdom vanish out ef sight ; and
darkness and night clese upon us.

The truth of these observations is often exem-
vlificd, in a very striking point of light, in many
who undertake the consideration of the subjecg
now before us.

The doctrine of the Trinity is a mystery of God
—amystery concerning the mode of the Divine
existence, which is altogether inscrutable to man;
yet vain men have frequently attempted to explain
it, and thereby have darkened counsel with a mul-
titude of words. Instead of nourishiog faith, they
have generated doubts, in the minds of many, on
this important subject. '

Therefore it will not be expected, that any ate
tempts to explain the Trinity will be here made :
it is sufficient to state it as it is found in the Gos-
pet. Inthe New Testament we are taught, that
there are the Father, and the Son, and the Holy

- e = e . - — - — —— - —aln —up -
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Ghost; and that these Three are One. This mys-
tery concerr:ing God, I believe, not because [
comprehend it, but because I am persuvaded ‘that”
God has revealed it. It is not my province te try
to explain, or even te conceive, how the Fathers
and the Son, and the Holy Ghost, constitute one e-
ternal and ever blessed God. |

We would have it here remembered, that Chris-
tianity is not concerned in anyidea merely human,
which may have been advanced respeciing the doc-
trine of the Trinity. But we are to take this doc-
trine as it stands in the New-Testament, and not
as it may have been represented by. the pens of
weak and visionary men, - |

Now in this light, on what ground can ény_objec‘-’-“
- tlon li¢ against the doctrine under considération ?
Is it that of mystery ! But we have h!ready an-
swered this in a former Essay; where it has been
shown, that mystery, when it does not respect cvi-
dence, is not a sufficient reason to ‘reject any doc-
trine: whatever. .

That there is but one God, one eternal Being of"
infinite perfection, is evident. For the ideaofitwo
different beings of infinite perfection;:idvolves.d
contradiction ; because infinite perfectiofr can ad» -
mit of no ‘difference. - What censtitutes, twii or "
more beings, distinct individuals ?- Is it hot the .
difference which exists between them ? Therefore,
there is only one God. ’ wele il s
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But the doctrine of the Trinity, does not appear
to be ebjectionable, on the ground of the unity of
(iod. For we can perceive no absolute repugnance
between the doctrine of the unity, and that of the
Trinity of the Holy One. For if the Father, and
the Son, and the Holy Ghost, possess infinite
perfection, they must be one ; because infinitude,
not admitting of any difference, necessarily consti-
tutes the unity of the Divine Being. And who will
deny, that they are infinite in perfection? What
reason can be offered, why they may not be oneg
in nature, in happiness, in will,in power, and in
action { Who will deny, that there exist in man, a
poly of matter, and a soul of intellectual power,
posseséing, a spirit of natural, social and moral dis-
position ? Yet these make only one man.

Ve see no reason, therefore, to condemn Chris-
tianity, because it teaches us to believe in the
Trinity of God ; for it does not appear on this ac-
count iriconsistent with the Divine attributes, as
we learn them from the works of creation.

Hitherto we have found nothing in the Religion
of Jesus.€hiist, which is repugnant to the attri-
bubes of Daity: 1Tt has fully borne the test of the
first Rule, which swe proposed to apply unto it.
And, indeed, the further any one may go in mak-
ing spplication of this test the more will the ex-
cellence of our Hely Religion appeat: it will come
forth from the severest trial with increased lustre,
xore precious than gold seven times tried in thefire.
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ESSAY XIV.

Christianity is of God, because it bears the impres-
sion of his hund.

WE. always expect to find an agreement between
causes and their effects ; a resemblance between
authors and their warks. The work of a wise and
good being will have the marks of wisdom and
goodness. Therefore, ¢“a Revelation from Gol
must resemble its Author ; it must bear the im-
pression of the Divine character ; it must be good,
great and perfect.” This second Rule which we
have laid down, as a test of Revelation, let us now
apply to the Christian Religion.

God has impressed himself on all the works of
his hands. His footsteps shine in creation and
providence, but particularly in redemption. 1Inrc-
demption the glory of his perfections astonishes
the mind, and melts the heart. There the majes-
ty and loveliness of his character, are clothed in
splendor altogether unparalleled in any of his other
works.

The majesty and grandeur of God appear in the
greatness of his works. The heavens declare the
glory of God, and the firmament shows his handy
work. He stretched out the north over the empty
place, and hung the earth upon nothing. He mea-
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sured the waters in the hollow of hjs hand, and
meted out the heavens with a span; he has deco-
rated the immeasurable expanse of heaven with
shining worlds and burning suns; and he upholds
the vast fabric of nature by the word of his power.
But it is on the cross, that magnificence and gran-
deur appear in superior pomp, and milder lustre,-
being softened by the rays of more lovely perfec-:
tions. There God effected a work more glorious,
than the creation of the universe. There he ma-
nifested goodness and mercy, in charms irresisti-
ble ; while he discovered justice clothed in glory

awfully majestic—an object of the profoundest re--
vcrence and fear,.

The eternity, wisdom, and power of God, we
may behold in the light of nature, beaming through
the amazing frame of the universe. And though
the spirituality, omnipresence, unity, and immuta-
bility of God, apparently lay more remotc from the
eye of reason, than the perfections which were just
now mentioned, yet they may be discovered, in
some degree, in the same light. But it is the glory
of Christianity, to discover all these attributes in
their full lustre, and to exhibit them in truly
pleasing and lovely light ; while italone possesses |
the prerogative of manifesting the doctrine of the
Trinity. |

Although the moral character of God may be
discovered, in some deguce, through the medium
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of visible objects ; yetit must be attended with ob--
scurity in some degree, on account of the disorder
existing in the natural and moral world. But this
cbscurity vanishes before the Christian Religiony
and the moral character of God appears in beauty
divinely splendid. = The holiness; love, mersy,
compassion, long-suffering, justice, truth, and.
faithfulness of almighty God, are manifested by the
Gospel in light as clear as that of noon-day. “For
God, whe commanded light to shine out of darkness,.
hath,” through the Gospel, ¢ shined in our hearts,
to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of.
Ged, in the face of Jesus Christ.””

From this comparative view of natural Religion
with Christianity, respecting the nature and cha-
racter of God, it is evident that the latter possesses
an infinite superiority over the former: and it is
also equally evident, that the Religion of Christ,
which gives us such a distinct manifestation of

God, must resemble him.
Indeed, that Religion which Jesus has publishe

ed unto the world, bears, in every part, evident
marks of its Divine origin. It resembles God in
the dignity, harmony, and connection of its doc-
trines, in the purity, extent, and proportion of it
precepts ; and in the glory and power of the sanc~
tions, with which it is armed, and by which it en-
forces obedience with so much energy.

Our Religion is of God; for it resembles him in
greatness. There is a greatness im it, which is
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found in no othertheological system. The compo--
sitions-of men resemble their imperfection ; they
are always in some degree little and impecfect.

But the Religion, which came down from heaven,
is great throughout. Itastonishes us with the mag-
nitude of the objects, which it holds to view ; -and:
the boldest imagination, and the accutest thought, .
are confounded. and. entirely lost, in the extent of.
that duration which it embraces in the sanctions.
of its obligations. In vain do we try to grasp the.
magnitude of those objects, and to measure the ex-.
tent of that duration.-.

The character of goodness, deeply impressed om»
Christianity, is.an evident mark of its divinity.—
Goodness in relation to law, may be considered as.
either positive or relative. Positive goodness
respects the nature of -law abstractly considerec,.
without any reference to those beings whom it is
designed to govern. -Relative goodness regards law,
as being properly adapted to the state of those for -
whom itis-made. Now where shall:we find posi-
tive goodness.in such richaess, as in the Christian.
Religion? And as to relative goedness, it is.
found there in the highest degree of perfection ¢ .
the Gospel being perfectly accommodated to the.:
nature and condition of mankind.:

- €Christianity is from heaven ; because it is per-
fect. It is the work of a perfect Being ; it is full,
and compleate in every part. Itis a system of prin- -

ciples and duties without defect; a rule of faith:
and practice full of perfection.
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We should more evidently discover, and more
sensibly feel, the truth and weight of the foregoing

observations, were not our knowledge of Christia-
nity so very superficiul. The true cause, why w2
do not estimate the Christian Rcligien above all
price, is, we know it not. Were we to enter intn
the view of Jesus Christ, the Gospel would be un-
to us a never failing source of delight. The rich-
ness of the materials, the grandeur and elegance of
the composition, and the symetsy, dependence, and
connection of the parts of this neble superstructure,
astonish and enrapture the enlightened believer;
he is never tired in contemplating an object:so cx-
quisitely beautiful, so inccmparably magnifiegs,
and so infinitely important. |

The true disciple of Jesus, who studies the Gost
pel with attention and sincerity, is not insensible
of its excellency : it opens unto him the treasures
of truth and grace: it discovers to him thz indu-
bitable marks of its Divine origin—it shows him
God. The more he studies it, the more he is de-
lighted with it; for his conmviction, that the Reli-
gion which he has embraced, is truly from above,
dncreases as he becomes more acquainted with it.

Evidence of the truth of this remark, wil]'be gi-
ven in the nine subsequent Essays; where we in-
tend to consider Christianity, as being impressed
with the Divine character in its doctrines and laws.
In these we shall notice perspicuity, sublimity
and censistency, holiness, proportion, and energy,
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propriety of conditions, promise ¢f Divine aid, aud
the doctrine of Providence,

ESSAY XV.

e Impression of the Divine character in the Pepe
sficuity of Chriatianity,

THE great purpose of Religion is the instruction.
of mankind in the Kno ‘ledge of their duty. Itis
designed to teach us, what we owe to oursclves,.
to one another, and to God; to teach us to live so-
berly, righteously and godly in this present world;
to discover the rcasons of duty; and to induce us.
by preper motives, to engage in the performance
of it. Therefare a Revelatien from Geod, on the:
subject of Religion, should be perspicuous, plain,,
and casy to be understood.. For it is not only a.
few learncd men, a few philosephers, a few ex-
traordinary geniuses, who are concerned in Reli-.
gion, but thc whole of mankind., When the Go,d
of wisdom and gocdness reveals his will to the
scns of men, he will bring it dowr to be leve! with.
the understanding of the commeoen part of mankind,.
in all things which concern their duty.

Now, such we find Christiznity to be, It is plain
and easy to be understood, in whatever materially

concerns our duty : se plain, that he that runs may
read.
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Behold the precepts of the Gospel ! What ad-
mirable simplicity do we sec in them! How hap«
pily accommodated to the weakness of the human .
mind! Can any thing be imagined which is better
calculated to instruct mankind, and to teach tham.
their duty? These are not obligatians drawn as
conscquences from a long chain of propositions,.
which none but men accustomed ta reasoning could:
enderstand; but they are plain and positive comy,
mandments, given by the Lord of life himself:
The institutions and ebligations of the- Gospel,
are indeed comprehensive, yot they are minutely
particular; they are full, but not profuse. There.
is, in this respect, abeauty in the Gospel unexame

pled in the finest productions, of hnman wisdom.
‘The reasons of our duty, areattended with equak

perspicuity. The great truths, which form the-
bases of the law of Giod, brought down to the sense
of mankind, and delivercd in all the simplicity of,
divine eloquence, carry irrestible. conviction to the.
mind. For we are not treated in the Gospel as; .
machincs, but as reasonable beings, who ought to.’
understand the propriety of the duties, required of.
them, |
There is also a pleasing and happy pers.picuity‘,‘
in Evangelical motives to vhedience. The conse-.
quences of obedience, and of disobedience, are set
Lefore us in the plainest light, The curses of the.
law of God flash around the transgressor, like
lightening {rom heaven ; while the blessings of the
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faithful performance of duty, are portrayed in the
mild splendor of celestial light.
We do not exceed the truth on this subject. The

proof isat hand: If any man will attentively stu-
dy the Hcly Scriptures, he will see it there ; he will

scc it particularly in the New Testament, and es-
pccially in the language of Jesus Christ, and that
of the beloved disciple st. John. There he wild
behold perspicuity in the happiest unicn with sub-
limity, manifesting the trath, the beauty, the ex-
cellence of Religien ; the rights of God, and the
privileges of man ; the nature and extent of virtue
and of picty, and their exeeedingly great rewards.
The voice of ' rejoicing is heard in the taberna-
cles of the righteous, and lamentation and mourn-
ing in the tents of wickedness. Forthe Gospel,
fair as the morning, and clear as the sun, has
risen, and poured a ffood of day en the world, as
terrible to the sons of darkness asan army with
banners.—~The shades of night vanish : truth stands
confest in native excellence ; righteousness is ex-
alted ; and peace comes down to dwell with mam.

ESSAY XVIL.

The Impression of the Divine character inthe Sub-
limity of Revealed Religicn.

THE sublimity of the Christian Religion, is
m cvidence, that it came pot by the will of
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man, but by the inspiration of God. In this we
see the character of divinity, the impression of the
hand of God. 4

Christianity never descends to creep and grove‘l |
in the dust: but it soars aleft in elevation of
thought, and dignity of expression. And when it
comes down to thé comprehensien of man, ina
delightful perspicuity, even there it is truly sub.
lime.

1t'soars aloft. Itbears its true votaries on the
wings of the sublimest thought, and the boldest
imagination, to the regions of light, unte the foot
of the throne of Ged.

Listen attentively unto the veice of Religion,
the offspring of inspiratien, and she will make thee
great. If thou wouldst we cloquent and sublime,
learn to imitate her: for her words are as the pure
light of heaven; sublime as the flame from the
disparting cloud; awfully majestic as the voice
of thender that shakes the world.

Hear her speak: * And God said, Let there be
Jight, and there was light.” How beaﬁﬁfﬁi‘y sub-
Jime is this expression of Moses! We 'mny search
the pages of human wisdom, for a passagc of éq.ual )
sublimity : but shall we not search in vain ? Moses
was learned in all the wisdom of Egypt, and was
mighty in word and deed. But he was mere migh«
ty, 2s he was inspired of Ged.

Behold the sublimity of the language, in which
God speaks unto Jeb!  Where wast thou when I

™ e
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" §ald the foundations of the earth ?” « YWhen the

imorpning stars sang together, and all the sons of
God shouted for joy ¢ ¢ Canst thou bind the sweet
influcnces of Pleiades. nr ivese the bands of Orie
on ! Caust thou bring forth Mazzaroth in his seas:
son? or canst thou guide Arcturus with his sons?”
YWhat greatness ir this language ! It is suitable to
the character of nim, whose habitation is lofty eter,
nity.

Lips tcached with the . fire of inspiration, we
should exr.ect, would be epened in angelic subs
timity 30 ths Prophets and the Apostles opened
the’rs. Do they speak of God ! Behold how se-
ru;shic is their language ! “God is light, and in
j:im is uo darknessat all.”’® This is altogether ins
imitalle in beauty and sublimity.

Do they speak of the granduer of God? They
pstonish us with the boldness of tleir figures, and
the clevation of their style. «“O Lord my God,
thou art very great; thou art clothed with honor
and majesty : who coverest thyself with light as
with a garment ; who stretchest out the heavens
like a curtain.  He layeth the beams of his cham-
bers in the waters; who maketh the clouds his
charriot ; who walketh upon the wings of the
wind ; who maketh his angels spirits, and his mi-
nisters a flame of fire.”t Can any thing more
bold and elevated than this be conceived ?

*] Jehn 1. 8, " o
tPsalm, 104. 1, 2, 8, 4. a
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When they speak of the eternity and omnispreé.
sence of God, they are equally sublime. ¢ Before
the mountains were breught forthy ot ever thod
hadst formed the earth and the world ; from ever-
Jasting te everlasting thou art God.” “A thousand
years in thy sight are but as yesterday when it is

past, and as a watch in the might.”*  « Whither
" shall I go from thy 8pirit? of whither shallI flee
from thy presence ! If I ascend up into heaven,
thou ert there. If I make my bed in hell, behold
thou art there. If1 take the wings of the morn-
ing, and dwell in the ttermost parts of the sea; e
ven there shall thy hand leed me. If I say, sure-
iy the darkness shall cover me ; even the night
shall be light about me.”’{ '

It they speak of the jove of God, and the gloria
ous administrations of grace unéder the everlasting
covenant, they are enreptared with the richness of
the theme ; they would inspire hature with the
passion they feel s their wards fall as the due from
iieaven ; as the gentle show i -of spring ; they ars
a8 sweet as western breezes, and as ‘mild and sube
Llime as the morning without a cloud. « Sing O
ye heavens; for the Lord hath done it: shout, ye
lower parts of the earth ; break furth into singing;
y= mountains, U forest, and every tree therein:
for the Lord hath redecmed Jacob, and glorified
himselfin Istael.”’} * Belicld what manner of love

*Fsaim. 98, 2, 4. $Pealm 139, 7,8, 9, 104 11
$laa. 44, 33; ‘ h
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the Father hath bestowed upon us, that we should
be called the sons of God. ,Therefore the world
knoweth us not, because it knew him not. Beloy-
ed, now are we the sons of God ; and it doth nat’

yet appear what we shall be : but we know that
~ when he shall appear, we shall be like him; for
we shall see him as he is !”’*

When they represent God, as holding the reins
of governmet, and dispensing judgments with a so-
vercign hand, or coming to judge. the world in
the lust day, bow terribly sublime are they ! « God
come from Teman, and the holy One from moyn;

Paran. His glory covered the heavens, and the
earth was full of his praise. His brightness was as

the light; he had horns coming out of his hand:
and there was the hiding of his power. Before
him went the pestilence, and burning coals went
forth at his feet. He stood and measured the
earth: he beheld, and drove asunder the na~
tions j;and the everlasting mountains were scattered,
and the perpetual hills did bew.”’t ¢ And I saw a
great white threne, and him that sat on it, from.
whose face the earth and the heavens fled away;
and there was found ne place for them. And l

saw the dead, small and great, stand before God :
and the books were epened ; and another book was

spened, which is the beek of lifc: and the demd

d | Jﬁhﬂ 4. ’2.
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were judged out of these things which were write
ten in the books, according to their work.”*

These specimens of the sublimity of the Sacred
Writings, are sufficient to establish our position.
But were it necessary, we could swell them to a
volume ; for the Bible is full of sublime passages.

It is indeed true, Religion docs not stand in
need of the power of eloquence. The importance
of the matter contained in it,is sufficient to engage
the attention of the world. But coming from
God, it must be sublime, because it must partake
of the elevation of his character.

ESSAY XVII.

The Imfiression of the Divine characterin the Cone

nection and Consistenty of Christianity, as a piers
Ject body of divinity.

GOD isa pe’rfe‘c’Being; - His work is perfedt.
Imperfection cannot come from his hands. If Re-

ligion emanates from God, it must, thérefore, be a
perfect system, a bedy of divinity closely connect~

ed inall its parts, fifty Joined together, and coms
pacted by that which every joint supplies,

Now Christianity is such a body of divinity, It.
is therefore of God. | |
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We need only attentively examine the Gaspel to
be convinced of this. e shall there find, two
sorts of truths ; truths of spcculation, and truths of
nractice. We shall discover, that each truth is
connected not only with truthsin its own class, but
with truths of the cther class; and that of these
parts, thus connected, 1s composcd that admirable
body of doctrine, which forms the system of Evan-
gelical Religion.

Speculative truths are closely connected, in the
Gospel of Christ. God is. This is the first truth
1n Religion.

God only hath immortality : he exists indepen-
dently and eternally in himself.

All creatures must, therefore, have derived their
existence from him, and they must be dependent Qg
him. ?

God who is independently immortal, whose es-
sence is life, eternal existence, must necessarily be

full of all perfection. -
God who is full of perfection must be holy.
‘Then the moral evil, which isin the world, did

not arise from him, but {-om the abuse of power
dclegated to some of his creatures.

God, as a holy Being, can have no intimate com-
munion with unholy creatures.

As God can have no intimate cemmunion with
unhely beings, e can have no intimate communion

\ith men who are waboly.
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Unholy men must, therefore, be entirely misera.
ble, because they can have no communion with the
holy and happy God.

Mankind reduced to a state of absolute misery,
became ebjects of the compassion of God: fer he
is as merciful, as heis boly and ‘happy; as natural-
lyinciined to relicve the miserable, as he is to sup-
port the rights of holiness.

The infinitely merciful God, moved by his incli-
nation to relieve the miserable sons of men, sent his
Son into the world to redeem it: for it was fit, that
the remedy chosen of God to relieve the miseries
of men, should bear a proportien to the causecs
which produced them.

Therefore it was nccessary, that the Spirit of
God should be given unto men, te enable them to
embrace the truths taught by Jesus Christ; because
it is impossible for fallen men, unassisted by the
Holy Spirit, to discover, feel and obey the doctrines
of the Gospel.

Therefore we are objects of the tendetsst love
of God : he gave his son for us, and his spirit unto
us. ¢ Ged commended his love unto us, in ‘that
while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.”

Hence no bounds can be set to eur bliss; forif
God ¢ spared not his own Son, but delivered him up
for us all, how shall he not with him alsu freely
give us all things ¢ e

New it is evident; that the preceeding proposi-
tions are intimately connected, and perfectly eons

RAIRnY =
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sistent with cach other. Andto every one, who di-
licently searches the Gospel, 1t will appear equal-
ly certain, that these truths of speculation are
doctrines of Jesus Christ.  We do not pretend,
that this chain of doctrines, contains all the specu-
lative truths of the Christian Religion. But we
would have it understood, that there is a eonnexion,
a consistency, a harmony in the speculative truths
of that system of Rceiigion, which Jesus has given
to the world.

These truths of speculation are closely eonnect-
ed with those of practice.

If God spared mnot his own Sen, but delivered
Lhim up for our sins, it 15 our indispensable duty to
hate sin, to forsake it, and truly to repent of it.

If God has given us the strongest demonstration
of the richne:zs of his mercy, by the death of his
Son, we ought te believe that ¢ he can abundantly
pardon :” it is our duty « to believe with the heart
unto righteeusness, and with the mouth to make
confession unto salvation.”

If the love of God towards us is so great, « that
he sent his own Sen to be a propitiation for our
sins,” we ought to love him with all eur hearts.

¢ If God so loved us, we ought also to love oné
another.”

If unholy men are entirely miserable, becausé
they cannot have communion with the holy and

bappy God; we ought to scek purification in the
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blood of the Lamb : it is our duty to live ¢ in all
holy conversation and godliness.”

Ifno bounds can be set to the happiness of those,
who are faithful disciples of Christ ; we should
“be diligent that we may be found of him in peace,
without spet,and blamecless.

These are some of the practical truths of the
Gospel, directly deducible from the truths of
speculation contained in it. And were we to go
fully into this subject, we should find that every
practical truth ef Christianity, is a natural conse-
quence of its speculative doctrines.

In like manner, all the practical truths of the
Gospel, arc clesely connected with each other;
being so perfectly dependent, and giving such
support to each other, that we cannot renounce any
cf them, without materially injuring the system of
Evangelical morality. Ik thissystem threc objects
are assigned to our virtues. The first is God;
the sccond is our neighbor; and the third our-
sclves. To live soberly in regard to ourselves,
righteously in regard to our neighbor, and godly
in regard to our Maker, is the sum of Christian
duties.

But to live'godly, is at the same time to live righ-
teously and soberly ; because to live godly, is to
take that holy Being for our example, to whom
Religion conducts and unites us. Now, to imitate

God, is to live righteously with our ncighber, aud
soberly ourselves.
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Such, 1indeed, is the wbsolute conucction of the
moral rarts of the Gospely that “to offend in one
poiut, is to be guilty of &'l ¢¢The law of liberty
in Chiist Josus,” is a chain of religious truths,
onc link of which being broken, the whele falls to
the ground.

If we studicd this law cf divine liberty more, if
vwe entercd more fully into the spirit of Christiani.
tv, we should more clearly scc, that there isindeed
a conncction, a consistency, a harmony, a depen-
dence in all the parts of the Christian Religion ;—
that there is a perfect body of doctrines in the Gos-
1el. There is nothing wanting, nothing superfiu-
ous, nothiog misplaced, nothing centradictory, in
cur Holv Peligion. It is asystem of infinite beau-
1y «ud perlection, worthy of its Diviiie author, the
God of pooduess and wisdom. '

This 1s one of the best arguments in faver of
Religion, arising from the iaternal coastitution
of its parts; the weight of which increases with
us, 1o preportion as we become more acquainted
with Christianity.  Dut unhappily for us, we feel
too little of the weight of this argument; becuuse
we are tco n.uch engaged with things of this life,
to cnicr deeply into the study of Religion, although
we confess, perhaps, that our prescat peace, aud
our eteriel happiness deperd upon it.
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ESSAY XVIIL

The imfiression of the Divine character in the Ilo-
liness of the Gostiel.

TIIE pegfect wisdom, and almighty power of
Ged, in union with the rest of his attributes, must
coastitute hiim infinitely dappy. TFor such wisdom
will always distinctly perceive, what happiness is,
and such power can most easily maintain the pos-
scssion of it. Therefure God must also be infi-
nitcly holy. TFor a being who enjoys, independent-
ly in himself, unbounded and unalterable happiness,
can have no temptation to evil. God cannot be
tempted with evil, neither tempteth he any man.

1lence Religion descending from CGrod, must be
strongly mariked with the character of holiness.
But Christianity is holy. This is one of its distin-
guishing characteristics. The morality of the
Gospel,is very extensive, and exceedingly pure.

The tonc of moral obligation, in the Christian Re-
~ ligion, is very high. The moral character of God,
is there made the standard of that moral perfec-
tion, which we are reqguired to posscss. & Ye
shall be holy, for I the Lord your God am holy.””*
“ Bec yc therefore perfect, even as your Father
which is in heaven is perfect.”t “Beye therclore

* Lev, 19.2 T Mathew 5. 48.
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fcllowers of God, as dear chiidren.”® And eve-
ry man that hath this hepe in himy, purifieth himself
cven as he 1s pure)’t

It is ot to Le supposcd, that we can fully reach
this stendard of mworal excc'ience 3 for as we are
fuite biings, our Lholiness . ist be limited. But

<

)
the Lcliness of God, is ti .- Fcliness of an infinite
Being, and therefore 1s uirlimjted.  8ut the holi-
ness, which the Gospelrequires of us, is consistent
Wl cur nature: we are tobe holy as we are men,
as Ged is hoiy as he is Ged.

The ctligations of the Gospel extend to every
pewer cf human nature. \Weare required to bring
cur ccriens and werds, the passions and disposi-
tiers of cur hearts, wnd tite thoughits and imagia-
ticns of vur minds, iuto coptivity to the ebedience
cf Cliize,

Inuil the relations in which we stand to God and
his creatures, we are bound by the Gospel to gov-
crnourselves, by the strictest rules of order.  The
moral principles ¢f Christiunity are not leose, so
that we may bend and twist them to suit our own
irclinations ; but they are the inflexible and unal-
tcr.ble principles of right.

We stand related to God as our Maker and Pre-
scrver, our Father and Friend, our Governor, and
cur covenant God in redempticn through Jesus
Christ. We are, therefore, commanded ty the
Gospel, to give bim our first and great regard, our

*FEfkes. 5. 1. tJohn 3. 3.
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supreme affcction. ¢ Thou shalt love the Lord
thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul,
and withall mind. "Thisis the first and great com-
mandment.”’* '

Ve stand rclated to mankind, as branches of the
same common stock, as being possessed of the
same nature, as eccupying the same place in theo
scale of being, having the same power of intelli-
gence and fecling, the same desire for happines, re-
deemed by the same blood, enlightened and in-
fluenced by the same Spirit, and c:lled to the same
hope of immortality and glory. We are, therefore,
commanded to give them our strong affzction,
“ And the sesond” commandment “islike unto tha
first.” ¢ Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself.
On these two commandments hang all the law and
the prophets.”}

T'o all conditions, states, ranks and orders in hu-
man society, the obligations of the Gospel extend
themselves.  Rulers and subjects, husbunds and
wives, parents and children, brothers and sistors,
friends and enemies, acquaintances and strangers,
masters and servants, and ministers and pcople,
have rules laid down for them in the Gospel, per-
fectly adapted to the places which they severally
fitl.  And were the Gospel universally ebeyed, our
world woald be as completely happy as the preseént
natural state of thirgs would admit. Then Ru-

lers would rule with diligence, justice and mercy ;
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and subjects would obey with cheerfulness. Then
Lusbands would be attentive and tender ; and wives
would be faithful and prudent. Then parents
would be affectionate, discreet and just, bringing
up their children in the fear of God, and the ad.
motition of divine wisdom ; and children would
Le humble and submissive, gladly obeying and
Leartily honoring their parents. Then brothers
and sisters would live in the bonds of tender cha-
rity. Lasting friendship would exist between
fricnds, and rcconciliation take place between e-
nemies. Strangers would behave respectfully, and
be treated with hospitality ; and neighbors would
live in friendly intercourse, peace and harmony.
Masters would treat their servants as brethren ;
and servants obey their masters with fidelity, doing
scryice heartily as unto the Lord. The people
would be teachable, receiving the word of God with
meekness; and ministers would be zealous and
diligent, faithful stewards of the manifold grace of
God. The knowledge of God would cover the face
of the earth, as the waters do the great deep.—
Pcace would spread her baliny wings over the
world., ¢ Nations would beat their swords into
pleughshares, and their spears into pruning hooks :
nation would not lift up sword against nation;
neither would they learn war any more.”

The spirit of forgiveness is highly important to
the world, For when injuries arc retaliated with

—-—— e el - - e - -
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injuries, there is a succession of crimes, attended
with an increasing vengeance, spreading horror and
desolation over the earth. The Chyristian Religion
is remarkable with respect to this. While hea-
then moralists hold up forgiveness of injuries as
meanness of spirit, the Gospel points to itas tic -
way to glory, making it a condition of pardon from
God.

The Gospel is incomparably excellent, on ac-
count of the purity of its moral obligations. Where
shi'l we find any thing to compare with it! \What
moralist, uanasisted by inspiration, has given such
excellent lcssons of moral duties,as we find in our
Lord’s Scrmon on the mount, or'in the last part of
Saint Paul’s Epistle to the Romans ?

Indced, in whatever point of light we may con-
sider the Gospel as a system of morality, we shall
find it altogether excellent; pure, extensive and
perfect ; worthy of the God of absolute holiness.
“ Whatsoever things are true, whatsoever things
are honest, whatsocver things are justy whatsoever
things are purc, whatsoever thingsare lovely, what-
soever things are of geod report ; if there be any vir,
tue, if there be anylpraise ;”” we find them all inthe
Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ,

" Our admiration and esteem of the morality
of the Gospel, can never exceed the bounds of
propriety. It has been held in the highest vene.
ration by the wisest and best of men in all ages of

- L. et s camnc s
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the Chrisuan Church; and it will be held in the
highest vencration to the cnd eftime. Liven the
enciics of Chiist have been conmstrained to write
culos;iums on the Gospel, on acceunt of the excel-
lence cf its moral obligations,

“ All things whatsoever ye would that men
should do to you, do yc even so to them.”” Lhis’

single precept exhausts the subject of moral obli-
gations betwcen man and man, and is werthy of all
praisc.  Therce is nothing iike this in the compo.
sitions of humaa reasen: it infinitely transcends
tl.emin excelicnce and worth, There is no rela-
tion in which man can stend to his fellew beings,
which is not embreced by it; ncither is there
any cosey, however difticult, which the meanest
understanding is not able to determine by this di-
virce Rule of right.  The truth of this oLiigation
is so evident,that none can doubt it; and its applica-
tien so casy, that none can mistake it.  To deter-
niine our duty by this Rule, we have nothing more
to do, in all cuses whatever, than to exchange pla-
ccs, in suppositiecn, with our fellow beings; and
then to ask ourselves, what we would have them
do in like circumstances unto us: that we are to
do urto them.

How excellent is the Gospel ! How deeply im-
preessed with the moral character of God! Is not
this impression the highest recommendation of
Christianity, and a very convincing eyiderce ofits
Divine origin ?

8 Algr. 7. 13,
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. ESSAY XIX.

The Impiression of the Divine character in the Pros
frortion of Christianity.

PROPORTION in Religion, may be considered
in thrce points of light. First, as it respects the
principles of Religion considered among them-
selves ; secondly, as it respect- the nature of obli-
gation, arising from those principles, sconsidered
in relation to the nature of man ; and thirdly, as it
regards the measure of obligation, respeciing each
individual.

Proportion in the first point of light, is an agree-

ment, a connection and dependence, between the

principles which constitute the system of Religion.

This wc have already noticed in a former Essay,
. . . . .l’ pr
where we considered Christianity as a body of &&"

vinity.

Proportion in the second point of lizht, is an ae
grecment, a similarity, between the nature of man,
and the nature of obligation ; in which every duty
arises from the relations of human nature to God
and his creatures. This is holiness, which we
considered in the last Essay. '

Proportion in the third point of light, is an agree~
wment, a similarity, between the measure of obliga-

4
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tion, and the capacities of every individual. This
is also holiness: but we wish to make a few ob-
servations upon it in particular, as it sets the Chris-
tiao Religion in a very pleasing and favorable light,
~ Perhaps; we shall not err, if we divide capacities
into matural and acquired. Thereis in every man
a natural capacity ; a certain measure of intellectu.-
al and moral ability. This measure can be vastly
increased by improvement. This increase of abil.
ity, is acquired capacity.

Now the natural capacities of men are vastip
different; and their acquired capacities, perhapsy
are still mere so. That measure of intellectual:
and moral power, bestowed by nature on one man,
may exceed, by a theusand times; the like power,
bestowed on another man. The opportunities and®
means of improvement, in knowledge and virtue,
are also very different. Hence a great difference:
must exist between men, with regard to acquired
abilities. Therefore, among an infinite number of
reasonable beings, each differing from every one
of the rest in ability, there must be an cndless va-
ricty of capacities, which cannot be governed by -
the same measure of obligation. Between the
soul of on¢ of the lowest among mankind, who
barely possesses rationality,and the soul of an emine
ent philosopher, there is an infinite disproportlo:.“ ,
It is not possible,that the same extent of knowledges

of faith, and of virtue, can be reasonably required
of these two men. .
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Now the Gospel is accomimodated, in great wis-
dom and goodness, to human natare in this respect.
There is a relative fitness in it; an exact propor-
tion between power and obligation, between duty
and the ability to performit. Of him who has re-
ceived much, much is required; and of him who
has received little, little is required. Our Lord
has taught us this doctrine of proportion, in avery
distinct and particular manner, in the twenty-fifth
Chapter of the Gospel by Saint Marthew, in the
parable of the talents. He who has received one
talent, is required te improve one talent, and no
more. He who has received five talents, is requii.
ed to improve five talents, and no more. And he
who has received ten talents, is rcquired to im-
prove not less thar: ten talents.

This sets the Gospel in a very favorable light.
By this doctrine Christianity represents the Gov-
ernor of the world as dispensing the distributions
of justice and grace, in infinite wisdom, goodness
and equity. This doctiiae of proportional econo-
my, represents God as a wise and good father, e-
qually concerned for the welfare of all his offspring,
and requiriag each one to be wise and good, in
proportion to his ability.

In another respect, this proportion of evangelieal
obligation, places the Gospel in a very pleasing
light. By it Christianity is calculated to unite the
werld in one great social body; by holding up
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each individual as being important in his place; by
giving encouragement to all, and withholding mo-
tives of pride from all. The primative Church is
described by Saint Paul, in all the beauty of this
proportional econemy ; where, in the twelfth chap-
ter of first Corinthians, he exhibits God as worke.
inyg all diversity of operations, in all differcnces of
acdministrations, dividing to every man scverally as
he will. Ilere all Christians are considered as be-
inyr assimilated into one body, partaking of the
same nature, and called to answer tic same greag
purpose, the happiness of the whole. The mean-
ezt Christian who is faithful to the grace given 10
him, is not to be despised by the greatest, ncitier
1s he to bc’discouragcd, because he does not pos-
sess the abilities given to others. The greatest is
not to be vain and piroud, on account of his abili-
ties and virtues, fur what has he which he has not
veceived? and for what shall he not account unto
God his Master ¢ Every man is hereby taught “not
to think of himself more highly than he ought to-
think ; but to think soberly, according as God hath
dealt to evcery man the measure of fuith.” Peace
among men, and glory to Ged, n.ust result from
a Religicn so happy in its tendency. \

Thus the Gospel, impressed with the Divine cha-
racter in the doctrine of proportional obligation,and
so happily calculated to unite mankind and extend
the pecace of society and the glory of God, is wor-
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thy of our highest esteem and- firmest faith, as a
eystem of Religion, the evidence of the divinity of

which, accumulates as we advance in the examina-
tion ef it.

ESSAY XX.

The Impiression of the Divine character in the
Energy of the Christian Religion.

ENERGY as it applics tothe Gospel, arises
from a combination of causes. The Spirit of God
is the prime efficient cause ; motives are seconda-
Ty ctuses.

Energy as it respects the first, is the powerful
influence of the Holy Spirit on the soul, restoring
it to moral agency, and enabling it te perceive and
fecl the truth of God. The consideration of this
we shall refer te another place.

The cnergy of the Gospel as it regards motives,
is the weight or power of evidence applied to the
mind, producing conviction of religious truth, and
the force of interesv applied to the heart, and i 1n-
listing the passions in the cause of truth.

We discover in man a faculty of intelligence, a
power of sensibility, and a self-determining prin-
ciple. Without the first, truth could not be dis-

covered ; without the second, it could not be fclt»
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Joved or hated ; and without the last, there could
be noe virtue or vice, as there could be no voiunta-
ry action in recciving, or rejecting truth, citheras
a principle of faith, or a rule of practice.

Therefore the energy of Religion, ought to be
proportioncd ‘o the powers of human naturc; it
ought to be fully suflicient to overecome the fula-
cices motives to vice; but it ought not to carry
irresistibility with it, because then it would destroy
the purpose it isintended to effcct—the restora-
tion of man te order and happincss, in the posscse
sionand cxcrcise of true virtue. For actions good
abstractly considercd, arising from an irresistible
impulse, cangot have the nature of personal virtue
in them. Moral excellence not being found in
mcchanical actions, and all actions resulting from
uncentrolable necessity being purcly mechanical,
and inconsistent with the moral powers of man, it
secms impossible for our salvation to be cffected,
by the application of an irresistible encrgy. The
application of such an cnergy would destroy, not
save us..

It is likewise certain, that an cnergy insufficient
to overcomce the delusive motives to error and vicey

would be equally ineffectual.

Now as God is perfectly acquainted with the
nature of man, wc have a right to expect, that
Rceligion coming from him, will be suificiently ecner-
getic to cffect our salvation, but not to destroy our
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moral agency. And upon examination we shall

find Christianity to be such.

The Gospel is glofiously pawerful to reclaim
the erring mind, and wayward heart of man; to
rcctifv his thoughts, govern his passions, and re-
form his life; and, by reducing him to a state of
order, to lead him to peace and happiness, to dig-
rity, glory, and life everlasting. The motives to
faith in the Christian Religion, arc uncomu:nonly
strongs.  The weight of evidence in favor of the
Gospel, is abundantly sufficient to produce con-
viction full and perfect, in every man who atten-
tively considers it, without having wilfully deter-
mined to remain in unbelief. This will bs cvi
dent unto us, when we reflcct that no rcason can
be given, why God should not bestow on mana
Revelation of his will; that such a Revelation is
probable ; that there is nothing in Christianity
contrary to the nature of God ; that it bears
throughout a very striking impression of the Di-
vine hand ; that it is attended with positive incon-
testable proofs of its divine origin, addressed to the
scnses of mankind; and that these-evidences are
conveyed down to posterity in the Gospel, in such
a way as not to admit the possibility of deception.
Butas this is the subject of these Essays, and as
it is hoped, it will appear evident from thcm, that
the weight of evidence in favor of our Religion, is

sbyndantly sufficient to produce unshakened faith
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in all rcasonable men, nothing more with respect
to this will be particularly offcred here.

The motives of the Gospel addressed to the
heart, are altogether powerful, and nothing can re-
sist them but blindness, and absolute obstinacy of
will. If any thing can consistently with the nature
of Divine Providence, interest the heart, engage
our natural passions, fear, hatred, hope, and love,
in the cause of virtue, it is the Gospel of our Lord
Jesus Christ.

Do we need assurances of Divine mercy, to en-

spurage us to hope for success in our attempt to
be religious ! Do we need assurances that we shall
find justification {rom our sins, and an inheritance
among the Saints in light 2 Behold the assurances
of Divine mercy in the Gospel! \Whichever way
wc turn, we are met by such assurances, expresse
¢ inthe strongest terms, and confirmed by actions
niost uncquivocal.

Is it nccessary to our becoming virtuous, that
our indignation should be raised against sin?
\Vhat is calculated to raise cur indignation against
sin, like the consequence of sin seen in the suffer-
ings of our Lord Jesus Christ? There God has
manifcsted the exceeding sinfuluess of sin, and its

dire effects. 1f the Son of God suffercd so greatly
for sin not his own, what must be the misery of the
sinner suffering for his own transgressions ?

Is it necessary that our fear should be called
forth, and put into activity, in the cause cf virtue?
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The Gospel is divinely powerful to this purposes
It presents God unto us, as the God of justice and
power unlimited ; whose willis If efficient; who
can act immediately on our sculs, and excite in
them unbounded pain or pleasure, as he shall see
fit; and who can arm in a moment all nature a-
gainst us. Itexhibits this God as denouncing ev-
erlasting vengeance against the transgressor.

Is it requisite, that our innate aversion to mise-
ry, and our inextinguishable desire for happiness,
our abhorrence to contempt and shame, and our
love of glory and immortality, sheuld be called in-
to action in favor of Godliness ? The Gospel is
remarkable for its energy inthis respect. Heaven
and hell are opened before us: all their weight is
. thrown into the scale in favor of Religion. Allthe
pleasures of Paradise—henors coming from Gode—
and existence psrpetuated in a state of happiness
and glory forever—are-promised as the pertion of
the godly ; while all the horrors and miseries of
hell without end, are threatened as the re-
compense of the ungodly.

Is it of infinite censequence to us, to see the law
of God reduced to practice ! to see ebediencc ex-
emplified in the actions of a perfect life ? Behold
this carried to the utmost extent, in the life of Je-
sus Christ ! '

But to give all these motives more weight on
the springs of action, is it necessary, that we should

- e —
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bave a sensible manifestation of the moral charac-
tz=r ¢f God, particularly of his justice and mercy ?
In this respect the Gespel is mighty to move.

It points us to Calvery, and astonishes us with
displays of mercy and justice divine.

NMan was a criminal before God ; the law eursed
him with death; and Justice demanded his bloed.
His transgressions had ruined his moral powers ¢
from imbecility obedicnce had become impossible.
llow much more so, satisfaction for past trans-
gression ! Mercy bcheld the wretch in this hope-
less condition ; her bowels of compassion moved
toward him ; she threw herself between him and
justice; and while with one hand she covered his
head from the uplifted sword of Divine vengeance,
with the other she offered to justice a perfect sat-
isfaction in the blood of the Son of God, voluntari-
ly offered for the sins of mmiserable man! |

¢ God so loved the world that he gave his only
begotten Son, that whosoever believeth on him
should not perish, but have everlasting life.”—
““ Jesus Christ gave himself for us, that he might
rcdeem us from all iniquity, and purify unto him-
self a pcculiar people, zealous of good works.”
In the exemplification of these great truths, Mercy
poured forth the riches of love unbounded, n the
blood of the Redeemer ; while justice was mani-
fested in awful pomp, and tremendous glory. He
spoke : ¢ Awake, O my sword against the man
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who is my fellow!” The heavens were astonishe
ed, and the earth confounded! The sun veiled his
facc, and darkness swallowed up the world! The
pillars of hcaven did tremble, and the strong foun-
dations of the carth were moved!

On Calvery the Governor of the world, by glo=
riously displaying his moral character, giving the
most astonishing proof of unlimited mercy, and
the strongest evidence of inexorable justice, arm-
ed the Gospel with mighty energy. ¢ He spared
not his own son, but delivered him up for us!”
Was there cver mercy like this! ¢ He?spared not
his own Son,” but punished him for the sins ofthe
world, for which he bhad undertaken to answer.
Was there cver justice like this !

Religion armed with such energetic motives as
these must be mighty to command. Its language
must be felt by all who attend unto it. ¢« Let the
wicked return m;tc; the Lord, and he will have
mercy, and unto our Ged, for he can abundantly
pardon !> Butlet the incorrigible sinner fear, ¢ for
our God is a consuming fire !*

Nevertheless, the energy of the Gospel, however
great, is not irressitible ; the application of which
depending,in general, on ourown will. The Gos-
ple produces its desired effect, as it is applied to
the mind and heart. A mechanical instrument,
designed to move a body of a given wecight, will
hot move ity unless applied unto it, although its
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mechanical power may be a hundred times greater
than the resistance of the body intended to be mov-
ed. Now the Gospelis an instrument of our sal-
vation. It is almighty to reclaim us when d uly ap-
plied. But what cffect can it have, when no applica-
tion of it is made? e are affected with the mo-
tives of the Gospel, as we perceive and feel them.
But can we reasonably expect to perceive and feel
them, in their due extent and weight, unless we
candidly consider them, and sincerely apply them
to our hearts?

The prom:ises of reward,and the threatenings of
punishment, contained inthe Gospel, relate chief-
ly to the world to come. Now the apparent dis-
tance between us and that world, gives full scope
for the exercise of all our powers,~for freedem in
choice, and liberty in action.!

Thus the Religion of Jesus Christ, truly ener.
getic, but not irresistible, admirably fitted to the
constitutional powers of human nature, comes re-
commended unte us, as being strongly marked
with the Divine character—with the goodness and
wisdom of God, |
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ESSAY XXI.

The Impression of the Divine character in the Pree
piriety of the conditions of Christianity.

THE obligations of the Christian Religion, seem
naturally todivide themselves inte three sorts ; the
obligations of our moral nature ; the ebligations of
our condition ; and ritual obligations.

Thosc of the first sart, are grounded on the o-
riginal relations of man. On these we have touch-
ed in the Essay on the holiness of the Gospel.

Obligations of the second kind, arise from the
present condition of man as bcing distinguishad
from thc conditien in which he originully was:
suchare repentance and evangelical faith.Forrepen
tance is obligatory on such only, as arc in the con-
dition of sinners ; because it can never be requir-
ed of those who have never at any time transgres-
sed the commandmemﬂ" So likewise is c-
vangelical faith. For sfieh faith is a firm bLeiief in,
and a cordial reception ef, the Lord Jesus Churist,
as Mcdiator between God and a sinful world.

Those of the third kind, depend catirely on the
will of our great Law-giver.  Tlicy have not, from
the naturc of things, as far as we can see, any ab-
‘solute neccssity in them ; yct, however, they pos-
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sess a high degree of propriety : such are baptism
and the sacrament of the Lord’s supper.

We may call faith and repentance, the Lord’s
supper and baptism, conditions of Christiantiy ; be-
cause on the faithtul performance of these duties,
through the merits of Jesus Christ, salvation is pro-
mised unto us in the Gospel. Not that we are
hereby exempted from moral duties ; for repen-
tance and faith are moral duties themselves though
distinguishable from moral duties originally ebliga-
tory on man. And moreover, they are necessary
to the right performance of the rest of our duties.
The Lord’s supper and baptism being purely ritual
and sometimes impracticable, may, in certain cases,
be dispensed with by our gracious Law-giver : how-
ever, we eught to perform them whenever we can.
But repentance and faith arc indispensably peees-
sary to all adults, coming to the knowledge of Je-
sus Christ.

The prepriety of these conditions. How pro-
per is the requisitien of repentance ! It becomes
(:od in the support of théhonor of his covernment,
to require the rebel < ‘nner, to grecund the weapens
of his rebellion, and to return unto obedience with
sincere and deep serrow ; cpenly confessing and
lamenting the Llaseness, that led him to vielate
the rights of God and man—to dishonor the name
of his Maker—to destrov his ewn peace, accu-
mulate guilt on his conscience, and ruin his moral
powers—to injure the peace and prosperity of s50r
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eicty—to spread the contagion of rebellion amony
his fellow subjects—and to provoke Divine Justice
to indignation.

Repentance as a condition required of us by the
Gospel, is proper ; because it is necessary to our

. salvation. How could we be saved without repe-

pentance ! Were we delivered from the curses of
the law by pardon from God, without tasting the
bitterness of sin, we should plunge ourscives into
the same condemnation, by the reiteration of the
same crimes. It is necessary, that the love of
sin should be destroyed in us, through a painful
sense of the hateful nature and dire effects of it.—
To detach us from sin, it is requisite for us not on-
ly to perceive, but also to feel, that we are “in the
gall of bitterness and the bond of iniquity.” Cau
any thing less than the deepest remorse, harrow-
ing upTour bosoms with excruciating distress, awa-
ken in us holy indignatien against sin, and lead us
to humble ourselves at the feet of divine Mercy ?

The salutary effect of repentance in a recipro-
cal influence between returning sinners, and ths
happy censequences of this influence on others,
are additional considerations, which evince the
propriety of this cendition of the Gospel. These
considerations do not, perhaps, generally affect us
in proportion to their weight.

With equal propriety faith is required of us, as
a condition of Salvation. Feor none will dispute
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that if God J:as indeed sent his Son into the world,
in the character of DMediator, it is a duty with
-which we cannot dispense, to belicve in him as
such. For this fuith is evidently necessary to eur
acknowledging his credentials as Minister of the
nevw coveoant, and our receiving him in that char-
acier. \Vithout such acknowledgement and recep-
tion, it is impossible for us to acceed to the terms
of reconciliation proposed by this Divine minis-
ter. And we ought to grant the truth of the mis-
sion of Jesus Christ, when we examine the pro-
priety of faith, in relation to the sytem of Religion
centained in the Gospel. '
Tle propriety of faith will further appear from
another consideration. Man as a delinquent sin-
ner, can have no claim to righteousnes. IFrom
the ruined state of kis moral powers, he 1s utterly
unable to kecp the law of Ged, ui.til renewed by
graee.  While in unbclief, he is continuaiiy be-
coming mere and more delinquent before God.—
But were it not so—were he perfectly able to dis-
charge his original obligations, he could then do
ro more than his duty; he could never make any
satisfaction for transgressions past. However,
from blindness of mind, and a perverse disposi
tion to be independent of God, he is tenaciously in-
clined, even while he seeks divine favor, to depend
on his own merit. But evangelical faith lays the
sxfat the rcet of this monstrous error, this miss

-
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chievous evil. For such faith is a strong convica
tion, and a lively sense of the righteousness of
Jesus Christ, as the meritorious cause of justifica-
tion and salvation. Thus the proud, the arrogant,
the boasting pharisee, is humbled at the feet of
mercy—The mighty Saul, famed in learning, and
extensive in self-righteousness, through the ope-
ration of this faith prostrated at the foot of the
throne of grace, disclaims all rightcousness of his
own, that he may be found in ¢the righteousaess
which is of God by faith.” - .

We shall discover the propricty of faith, if we
consider that it brings us back to the ground which
we left in transgression. The truth of God isa
rock, on which man, in a staie of innocence, stood,
and rejoiced in perfect sccurity. DBut when he
doubted of the firmness of this rock, he plunged
himself into the abyss of sin, ant was swallowed
up in the floods of wo. | |

¢ Thou shalt not cat of it: for in the day that
thou catest thereof, thou shalt surely die.”* ¢ Be-

lieve en the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be
saved.”’t

These commandments with the declarations
accompanying them, rest en the same ground,
‘They are net, as far as we can perceive, deducible

$ Gen. 3. 17, t Acts 16. 31.
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from the nature of things ; but they are positive
cbilgations, deriving all their force from the truth
of Gud. These obligations, it is true, as they re-
guire faith in the truth of God, are of a nioral na-
ture ; but wiih respect to the particular objects
which thiey prescnt to our faith, they are undoubt-
«dly positive. Through violation eof the first, we
fell izto sin and death ; by obedience to the last,
we rise to righteousness and life,  What, there-
forc, cagn be more proper than faith? By it we
measure back our steps unto Ged, and receive his
word as immutuble truth.

T.is thought suggests another. Faith is the
principle of all virtues. Impiety and vice, in all
their forms, arise from unbelief. Virtue and piety,
love to God, and benevolence to man, eriginate in
fuith. And hence we may discover, how xery por-
per and important, is the faith of the Gospel.

With respect to the ritual institutions of the
Gospel, baptism and the Lord’s supper, it is very
evident there isa high degree of propriety in them.
Nothing can represent the things which are intend.
ed by them, with greater simplicity, and with more
fc:ce. '

By baptism the invigorating and cleansing influ*
ences of the Holy Spirit, are figured unto us; while
in the same ordinance, we are dedicated unto God,
‘brought into covenant with him, and strongly beynd
" to support the cause of Christ.
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By the Lord’s Supper we perpetuate the mento-
ry of that death, on which alleur hopes are ground-
ed ; acknowledge eur gratitude to God for his in-
finite love; confirm enr love to Christ; and most
solemnly engage to mortify the corrupt desires of
the flesh.

It is very plain, without entering iato any eother
considerations respecting these institutiens, that,
when taken in connection wtih the doctrines of the
Gospel, they are highly proper, and wisely calcu-

lated to promote the salvation of mankind; and

especially, when we consider them, as institutions
designed to convey teo posterity the positive evi-
dence of Christianity.

In the propriety of the conditions of the Gospel,
we discover the impression of the Divine ¢harac-
ter. The Religion of Jesus, correspeuding with
the perfections of Deeity, and accommodated to the
nature and circumstances of mankind, comecs re-
commended unto us as the Religion of God.

ESSAY XXII.

The Divine character impiressed on @hristianity in
the iromise of divine aid.

FROM that character of perfect wisdom which
the Deity sustains, it is rational to infer, that his,
plans arc wise, and that the means which he em-

i
3
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ploys te carry thcm into execution, are always
sufiicient for the purpose. IHence we expectto
find in a Religion cominy from God, a promise of
divine assistance. For the condition of human na-
trrve, with respect to its moral inability to discover
and properjy regard the (ruths and obligations of
R:oligion, with the external circumstances in which
itis placed, strongly argues thie necessity of the
influcnce of the Iloly 8pirit. Therefore we are
led to expect, that the Divine Being, in effecting
the redompticn of the world, would afford unto
mavhind this influence, and ia the communicatiens
ci the purposesof his grace unto thewmn, would give
teew assurances of it.  For without such assurances
of a1d from on high, of what consequence to us
wcould the most excellent system of Religion be?

vith high expectation of the promise of assis-
tauce trom heaven, we search the Scriptures, and
arc not disappointed,  For this promise is one of
the most promincnt claracteristics of our Holy
KCl:‘;Si\.ﬂ.

The holy Scriptures ascribe their origin to the
Crlter God. ¢ All Scripture is given by inspi-
r.tien of God.”®  And hence it is, that the Spirit
ot il iy thie prime efficient cause of the energy
of Chiistanity, Tue Guspel, in the hand of this
Soirit, is peweslul to reclaum the erring sons of

22 2ime 3 1s.
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men; to impress them with the importance of Reli-
gien; to call themto the exercise of rightzousness,
and the possession of joy unspeakable, and life e-
ternal in the kingdom of God.

Christianity, framed with a particular view to
that state of moral death in which the children of
men lay, contains a remedy fully adequate to re-
move this evil, in the impulse of life given by the
touches of the Spirit of grace. In this excellence
of the Christian Religion, we sce it distinguished
fro:n every other religion, and deeply impressed
with the characteristics of infinite goodness and
wisdom.

Under the influence of the Spirit of God, accord-
ing to the Gospel, we have received a degree of
moral life, and have been made capable of embrac-
ing and improving religious truth. This;Spirit
is promiscd to us as the Spirit truth ; as the great
source of information respecting God, and the'
things of God.

VWhen man, through this medium of divine com-
munication, discovers that the curses of the vioiataed
law, arc charged with fiery indignation against him,
and rcsolves to Alee from the wrath te come, what
a multitude of difliculties and obstructions appear
before him ! How arduous the work of subduing
an evil heart of unbelief! How dificult the work
of reducing to erder passions long accustome! to

perversion and misrule, and of reforming habits of
F 2 o
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vice and impiety ! What care and indefatigable
labor are here necessary? And who without the
aid of the Iloly Spirit, is able to accomplish this?
Nothing can be of more consequence to man in this
case, than an assurance of assistance from the Spir-
it of infinite power and grace.

To highten the distress of such a character, con-
science alarmed with the denunciations of the law
of God, thunders its curses in his ears, and pierces
his heart with the excruciating sense of remorse !
Apprchensions of vengeance fill him with dismay—
Standing on the borders of despair, O miserable

an . what canst thou do{ From whence canst thou
derive courage and strength ! The powers of dark-
ne«s within thee, thou canst not scatter with the
arm of thy reason. Thou canst not turn the impe-
tuoue current of thy nature forcing along the chan-
nel of a corrupt heart, and rushing down the pre;
cipices of evil habits ! The only hope which remain-
cth {ui tiice, is the promise of aidin the Holy Spirit.
Letthy heart emnbrace this premise ; and thou shalt
rejuice in pecace and safety.

Of what infinite value is this premise of divine
assistance to the repenting sinner! Under the hap-
py influence of it, he is enabled to return unto Ged
in true repentance, and in humble hope to seek his
pardoning mercy. Eunabled by the Spirit of truth,
Tty ¢ believe that Jesus is the Christ,”” he fecls the
tramsforming power of divine grace, and cxults i

—a—at
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the possession of a new nature. Consciehce is de-
livered from a sense of guilt; passion is reduced
to the government of reason; and order is estab-
lished in the soul of the believer.

Introduced by this happy change “into the king-
dom of God’s dear Son,” it becomes his duty to
glorify God, and secure his own interests in e-
ternity. He is required to complete the reforma-
tion of his heart and life ; to mortify thie deeds of the
body ; and to perfeet holiness in the fear of God.
But to effect this purpose, the influence of the
Holy Spirit is necessary ; and the promise of it, is
well calculated to inspire him with hope, courage
and strength.

Among the most important duties of man, is de-
votion ; which, while it affords the best resources *
of strength for the accomplishment of the purpdi-
‘ses of Religion, inspires the soul with the noblest
ideas and purest affections, and communicates the
sweetest pleasures to the heart of man. But with-
out the aid of the Holy Spirit, can we perform this
duty aright? can we fall at the feet of the great
Eternal ! and worship him with all the soul? can
we attain unto the right perfermance of this high-
est of all duties, and most pleasurable of all exer-
cises? €an we, without divine aid, by repeated
approaches unto the Divine Being, acquired the
perfection of our nature, and the consummation of
our happiness, in a conformity to his moral perfee-
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tions ?  The assistance of the IToly Ghost,in this
respecty 1s absoluicly neeessary.

Posscssad ¢l a conformity to the moral perfec-
tions ot God, we are qu;tﬁﬁ(‘d for the cnjoymcnt
“of the inheritance of the saints in light.””  But
hefore we can enter upon the pessession of this in-
heritanee, we must navigate the boistecrous ocean
of lite, and shoot the gulph of death! Inthis voyags
of so much danger, and of such infinite comse,
qucrce, how impertant is the agency ef the Hely
Spivit !

T'he Gospel gives us the promisc of this Spirit as
our guide and comforter. ¢« \When he, the Spirit of
truth, is come, he will puide you into all truth.”’*
“ And I will prav the Father, and he shall send
you another Comforter, that he miay abide with you

or cver.”'t

Thus we sce, that the alld of the Spirit is come
mensuvate with the necessity and wants of human
nature ; and the Gespel which contains the pro-
mise of this aid is strongly impressed with the cha-
pector of the God of wisdom and geodness,  In®
deed the pronidse of divit ¢ Lssistance, is the glory
of the Clnmstan Religion. W hat weuld the Gos-
pcl be witheutit? A beautiful system of Religion—
but unantmated, a mere dead letter—an admirable
body of divinity—but de stitute of a soul.—This
Promise of the Father gives substance, fulness, life

and cnergy to the'Religion of the blessed Jesus.
2 Jokn 16, 14, 1 Jokn 14, 16,

—— -~
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Perhaps it may not be amiss to remark here, that
the operation of the Holy Ghost en the minds of
men arc various. This assistance is communicat-
ed in diffcrent ways, through different means, and
somctimes, perhaps, witheut any means at all.
But it should never be forgotten, that the chief
channel of this communication, is the Gospel of
Jesus Christ. On this very account, it ought to
be highly estimated ; being so greatly distinguish-
ed, and so deeply impressed with the Divine hand.

ESSAY XXIII.

The Imfircesion of the Divine charaeter on Christia-
nity, in the Docirine of Providcnce as taught in
the Gospel.

FROM the moral character of God, we infer this
doctrine. The consideration of the goodness and
justice of God, seems suflicient grounded for eur
fuith, that he takes on bimself the care of the gov-
ernment of the world ; and that he is constantly
employed in making suxtablc provisions for every
living thing, since cvery lnmg thing is the effect
of his almighty hand. TThis seems the more rea-
sonablc, as from thc infinite nature of his attri-

butcs, he is perfectly free from labour or weariness,

e et B amp P -
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in the most unintermitted operations in the admi.
nistration of his Gevernment.

But is not the doctrine of Providence, deduced
from the moral character of God, strongly con-
fronted by the present state of the world 7 Can a
world like ours, full of disorder and misery, and
where death reigms without control, be under the
government of God, whe is infinitely wise and good?
We must confess, that when we draw conclusions
respecting Divine Providence, from nature only,
we find ourselves involved in great difficulty, and
much uncertanty. The moral character of God ar-
gues in favor of this doctrine ; and the disorder of
the world seems to argue against it. It must ine
deed be true, that the evidence of the truth of this
doctrine, which reason alone can collect, is supe-
rior to the objections against it : yet how few, who
are guided by human wisdorm only, think correctly
on this important subject? Natural Religion,
though she here scatters a few rays of light on eur
path, leaves us much in the dark respecting the
Providence of God.

But here the Gospel comes to our relief. It
sets the doctrine of Providence in the clearest and
fairest light. Our doubts are removed as seon as
we peruse the sacred Page, and receive the infor-
mation which it gives. We there learn, that the
Government of God extends te all, and is applied

¥ith the utmost carc and wisdom--with sare pro-
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portionate to the value of each individual, in the
estimation of the Divine Mind—and with wisdom,
in perfectly suiting laws to the different naturesof
created beings.

The Providence of God is extended unte all.
The amazing frame of nature, with its innumera-
ble hosts of living creatures, is under the Govern-
ment of the Almighty. ¢ The Lord hath prepared
his throne in the heavens; and his Kingdom ruleth
over all.”’*

The care of Providence is proportionate to the
value of each individual being in the estimate of
the Divine Mind. ¢ Are not five sparrows seld for
two farthings? and not one of them is forgetten
before God. But the very hairs of your head are
all numbered. Fear not, therefore; ye are of
more value than many sparrows.”t God cares
for the fowls of the air—but more for man, espe-
cially for the humble, whe trust in his name, and
sincerely fear and love him.

The Government of God is applied with wisdom,
in perfectly suiting laws to the different natures
of created beings. Matter 18 governed by absolute
irresistible laws ; and hence se much regularity and
accuracy, in the revolutions of the heavenly bo-
dies. But reasonable creatures, being endued
with liberty of action, are governed by laws suitable

2 Pesi, 109, 19, t Luke, 13,6, 7,
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to their nature, manifestated to their understand.
ings, and applied, by proper censiderations, to their
powers of feeling—laws which they are bound to
obey, but which they have power to violate.

This swceps away at once, the objections against
Providence, arising from the disordered state of
the world. TI'or we learn from the Gospel, that
through the abuse of this power of libcrty, sin came
into the world ; and misery and death by sin. Mis.
ery is the direct consequence of violating the law
of God. Therefore, natural evil, though positive
disordcr, is relative order. When considered ab-
stractly in itself, it is disorder; but when conside
ercd in relation to the transgression of the law,
it is order. Itis just and right, and necessary in
the nature of things, that the transgressor sheuld
be miserable. Hence, properly speaking, there is
no other disorder in the weorld, but that of moral
evil. And,excepting this disorder of moral evil,
arising entircly from frec agents abusing their li-
berty, and for that reason not attributable to Divine
Providence, “ whatever is, is right.”

Morcover, the Gespel assures us, that Provi-
dence has adopted mcans to restore the world to
righteousness and happiness; that these means
are now in operation ; and that the time shall come,
when the restitution of all things shall take plase.
We there learn that the spiritual kingdom ef the
Messiah, which God has established in the world



[ 137 ]

by the glorisus ministration ef righteousness, shall
have no end, but shall overturn all opposition, and
increase until it shall fill the world; and that, when
the fulnecss of time it come forthe accomplisliment
of the purpose of God respccting the restoration
of the world to order and happiness, the Almighty
will say : « Behold, I make all things new,”#*

The doctrine of Providence, as taught in the
Christian Religion, is calculated toinspire us, witk
the strongest affcctions, and warmest gratitude,
for the Governor of the world, For he is there
represcntcd as holding the administration of the
Divinc government in his hands, for the good of
his subjects; as the I'ather of men, tenderly cen-
cerned for their welfare, doing good to all men,
but espicially to them who fear him. ¢Like asa

father pitieth his children, se the Lord pitieth them
that fear him.”’t

The dispensations of Providence of an affirc-
tive nature, are not the vindicative punishmeﬁts
of Justice ; but they are the disciplinary adminis.
trations of Mercy. They are the well directed
chastisements of our heavenly Father. He de-
pigns by them, to teach us, the vanity of the world ;
to draw off our offections from earthly enjoyments;’
and to inspire us with a longing desire fer the
possession of that better world, which he has pi'o:

* Rev. 31, 5, t Paal. 103. 23.
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mised to his saints. Toteach us humility, patience,
meekness, submission and resignation; to fill our
hearts with the tenderest compassion for the mis-
erable ; and to prepare us to meet death with that
greatness of soul, which is suitable to our high
appointment te immortality and eternal life; to ef-
fect these gracious purposes, our heavenly Father
atministers unto us the cup of affliction. Butin
the midst of the sorest afflictions, which, under the
direction of his Providence, overtake us in our pil-
grimage below, he gives us assurance of his love.
“ Whom the Lord loveth he chasteneth, and sccure
geth every son whom he receiveth.’* Thus he
would have us believe, that the distressing dispen-
sations of Providence are tokens of his fatherly re-
gard for us.

The influence of the doctrine of Previdence, on
the happiness of the virtuous, must be great ; and
the restraint, which it lays on the viciousy must be
attended with beneficial consoquences te the peace:
and prosperity of society. By it the blessings. of
this life, are more than doubled to the good man.
For he beholds them: as tokens of Divine favor;
and derives from a grateful sense of obligation for
them, the sweetest and purest pleasure. On Pro»
vidence he resgs himself and all his interests. It
is a rock on which he stands, wrapped up in secu~
rity and. peace ; beholding the caprices of fortunes
the vicissitudgs of life, and the rage of his cnemiss

——— erremre = -
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with composure ; and smiles to see their vain ef-
forts curbed, by an Almighty hand engaged te de-
fend him forever. When the storms of life gath-

er around about him, and adversity discharges on
him a shower af evil, he feels himself inclosed, as

it were, in a coat of mail; while he hears the

voice of him, who holds the destinies of man in

his hand, addressing him thus: ¢ Be stiil, and

know that I am God!” ¢Fear not,forl am with

thee ; be not dismayed, for I am thy God.”

Human sanciety is indebted unto the dectrine of
Providence, for the great benefits of order, peace,
and worldly comforts, which are enjoyed in consea
quence of the restraint which it lays upon bad men.
It frequently deters the proud, the ambiticus, and
the revengeful, from carrying into execution their
designs of oppression and cruelty. They see in
this doctrine the Almighty frowning upon them,
and holding a flaming swerd over their heads.—
Their hearts fail them for fear, and their arms fall
nerveless, at this sight of the threatening aspect of
Providence. Our world, as it naw is, is constantly
exhibiting before us scenes of injustice, cruelty,
and blood ; but, were evil and ungodly men free
from all restraint from the fear of Providence, it
would be infinitely worse. If the passions of men
were let leose—they would drive peace from eve-
ry corner of the earth—They would fill the world

with the utmost confusion, horror, and distresse=
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And, in a few years, they would almost, is not en-
tircly, cxterminate the race of men.

Thus the Christan Religion, which confirms the
bestintimauions of reasonrespectingProvidence,and
cicars away all objeciions ugainst it,possesses an ad-
vantage over every other religion which has appear-
ed inthe world; by affording an inexhaustiblesource
of consolztion to the good; and by presenting a
powcriul obstruction to the evil machinations of
the bad.  Aund hereby Christianity is sct in a light
divinely pleasing. We clcarly discover on it the
impression of the hand of God. WWe here see in
the doctrinc of Providence as tanght by the Gose
gﬁ,P«_-aring strong marks of the wisdom, justice,and
¢ codness of the Creator and Governor of the world,

l.ect us now turn our attention, for a moment,
to thec obscrvations which we have made on the
internal constitution of the Christian Religion. We
have scen convincing proofs of its Divinc nature:
we have scen the gloricus character of God, ime
pressed upon it. We have seen in its laws and
doctrines, such a striking resemblence of the Di-
vine Being, that we cannot, without great perver-
sion, attribute it to any other cause than that of
supernatural inspiration. We have secn this re-
scmblance, in the perspicuity and sublimity of the
Religion of Christ; in the consistence of its doc-
trines, and the holiness of its precepts; in its pro-

portion, and cnergy; and in the propriety of its
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conditions, the promise of Divine aid, and the doc-
trine of Providence. It has fully borne the test of
the second Rule, which we proposed to apply un-
to it.

Let the reader pursue the subject in his medi-
tations. Let him extend his thoughts, and go into

a particular and detailed consideration of those
objects, which have been held to view. Let him
scrutinize, in the severest manner, all the internal
parts of the Gospel of Jesus Christ. And we as-
sure him, that although it will cost him a little la-
bor, yet he will be more than paid for his pains in
examining this glorious subject. Light will ine
crease as he advances: evidence of the truth of
Christianity will be accumulated. It is true, the
cursory view, we have taken of the subject be-
fore us, is abundantly sufficient to convince the
inquirer after truth—But the particular considera-
tion we here rccommend may do more: it may
warm his heart, and lead him not only te believe,
but also to love, the Gospel of our Lord Jesus
Christ. To walk in its precepts, to catch its spir-
it, to be assimilated to the moral excellence of its
Holy Author, is our great duty, and our glorious
privilege.
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ESSAY XXIV.

The Testimony of Christ and his Apostles an Evi.
dence of the Truth of Christianity:

THE Christian Religion,. by its internal eviden-
ces, is strongly recommended unto us. The excel-
lence of its nature, as being free from every thing
objectienable, and containing every thing, as far as
Wwe can see, necessary to a perfect system of Reli-
gionm, exalts it above all human productions. For
this reason we ought to receive it; to believe it
firmly, and to practise it cheerfully.

But to remove all suspicion, all pessible ground
for doubt, God has added external evidences, most
of which are of an incontestable nature, possessing
the properties of demonstration.  Such, indeed,
from the goodness of God, we have some reason
to expect, inasmuch as Christianity lays claim, nos
only to the character of truth, but also to that of
being a Revelation from heaven. For although
its internal perfection, is above the power of hu-
man nature; yet, to remove all ground for unbe-
lief, some external evidences seem nccessary;
more especially, because the bulk of mankind de

not so readily discover the weight of arguments,
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drawn from the nature of theology, as they do the
force of ecular demonstrations.

We now come, therefore, to apply to the Reii-
gion of Jesus Christ, our third Rule. ¢ A Reve-
lJation from God should be attended with ex-
ternal positive, incontestable evidence, addressed
to the senses of mankind.”

Jesus Christ testified unto the world, that he
came from God ; and that the doctrines he taught
were the dectrines of God. The Apostles also
testified, that they were sent by him to declare
unto the world, what they had seen and heard con-
cerning him ; and that he had given unto them
his Holy Spirit, as an infallible guide to all truth—
that they might preach, without any danger of er-
ror, the doctrines of his Holy Gospel. They con-
firmed this testimony—They gave demonstrations
of its truth; they produced the credentials of
their mission—in miracles and prophecies.

We shall not, in this Essay, enter on the con-
sideration of these glorious demonstrations, these
divine credentials of their high commission. But
we will consider several particulars which render
the testimony of Jesus Christ and his Apostles
worthy of credit, exclusive of miracles and proph-
ecies,

And first, the character of Jesus Christ, and
that of his Apostles. The character of Christ
shines with unequaled lustre. Such an cxam-
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ple of moral cxccellence, the world never saw, nej-
ther before or since, as it saw in the life of the
1oly Jesus.  Such slacerity-and integrity, such
modesty and meckness, such zeal for God, and
such love for man, were never seen in any othep
person.  llis lifc was a perfect transcript of the
law of God. And is not the testimony of sucha
person, independent of every other consideration,
highly worthy of credit?

Does not the confession of his encmics establish
the credibility of his testimony? ¢ Ncver man
spake like this man e astonished the werld
with the profundity of his wisdom; and with the
irresistibility of his arguments, he confounded his
adversaries. Never was any man so frec fromall
tincture of enthusiasim and superstitien, or so full
of all goodness, as was Jesus Christ.  And is not
his testimony worthy of credit ?

The character of the Apcstles. YWhere shall we
find men, whose testimony is worthy of more cred-
it? Is it possible to find men, who possess a grea-
ter fund of truth, plain, open. henest truth ? Itis
truc, as men, they were not frec from imperfec
tions. But cven these scem to increase the credi-
bility of their testimony, in giving an eccasion 10
discover the great ingenousucss of their hearts, in
€0 hoacstly relating cven their own faults.

They posscssed a very high sense of justice and
propriety, swectly mingled with unbeunded ben-

;
:r
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evolence and compassion toward mankind. Did
they not exercisc an uncommon degree of disin-
terested good will for their fellow beings? What
extraordinary distress did they pass through, with
unyielding fortitude, to do good to the sons of
men ! With a mind uarufiled, they bore all man-
ner of evils; and retained an ardent charity even
for their persecutors ! Certainly the testimony
of such men, is worthy of credit.

Sccondly, the testimony of Jesus Christ and his
Apostles is worthy of credit, on accouuat of the
motives by which they were influenced. Thess
motives were pure. They testified that they were
sent of God, and they preached the Gospel unto
the world, to discharge their duty, to glorify God,
and to promote the happiness and salvation of man.
kind. If these were their motives, their testimo-
ny is worthy of credit; and that they were, we
have no reason to doubt.

Look the werld over, and attentively coasider
all the impostors which have appeared init. You
will find, that all thcir motives centred in scifin-
terest. The acquisition of a great name, the en-
joyment of thc pleasures and honors of the world,
and the possession of wealth and power, were the
objects they had in view. Hence they flattered
the passions of men. They made their way to the

great and the honorable, to the rich and the pow-
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<rlul, by a smooth and easy ascent, by soothing
and flattering their ruling passions.

But the way which Jesus Christ and his Apos-
tles took, was dircctly the reverse ol .this. They
lIcveled all the force of their doctrines against the
<corrupt passions of the human heart, without dis-
tinction. They preached the most mortifying pre-
ccpts. They rcduced all men to a mortifying ley-
cl—te the condition .of sinners, ¢“.children of
wrath.® The blessings thcy pronounced, descen-
«dcd on the heads of the humble, the poor in spir-
ity and the pure in heart. DBut they reserved the
curses of God, for the vain, and the proud; for
the great and the mighty ones of the carth, who
loved riches and plecasures, honors and_ power,
more than God. Could such men as these be im-
posters? Itis impossible. They were men of
sincerity and truth ; and as such they arc worthy
of credit.

But thirdly, this will further appear, if we con-
sider the prospects they had beforc them. What
were these prospects ?  YWith respect to the world
to come, they were truly glorious. They saw in
the promise of God, crowns and kingdoms im-
mortal !

But regarding this world, nothing could be more
gloomy and discouraging, than what was full ia
their view—persecution, distress, and death, it
their worst forms !} Through these their way lsy
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to that heavenly glory unto which they aspired.—
The loss of all things they held most dear on
carth, they had reasnn to expect, would be the
consequence of preaching the gaspel.

Jesus Curist foresaw, and frequently declared,
that the men of the world would persccute him,
deliver him into the hands of the Gentiles, and put
him to a drcadful and shamec{ul death. 1Ile assur~
cd his Apostles, that they should be violently
persecuted by ungodly men. He said uato thems
“ They shall lay their hands on you, and persecute
you, delivering you up to the synagogues, and ia-
to prisons, being brought before kings and rulers
for my name’s sake.”” ¢ Some of you shail they
cause to be put to death, And ye shall be hated
of all men for my name’s sake.””* ¢ Yea, thc time
cometh, that whosoever killeth you, will think
that he doth God service.”” §

But nothing could deter these resolute men.— |

The fullest conviction of the truth of the Gospel,
and the celestial glory which they had in view, in-
spired them with more than mortal courage. Nei-
ther ¢tribulation, nor distress, noer persccution,
nor famine, nor nakedness, nor peril, nor swordg,”
was able to prevent them from accomplishing the
great work they had undertaken—from preaching

.* LU"C, 2.. 12’ 16, 170
§ Join 16. 2,
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the Gospcl of Lhrist.  «“Necither death, nor life,
nar :angels, nor -principalities, nor pewers, nor
things present, nor things: to come, nor height, nor
depthy nor any other creature, was able” to stop
them in their glorieus race, or ¢to seperate them
from the lave-of God, whichis in Christ Jesus aur
Lord.”

Now, men of snch excellent character, infiuen-
ced by -such pure motives, undaunted with such
prospects before them, and persevering in publish-
ing the doctrines of the Gospel untill they feil
martyrs to its truth, are worthy of the highest es-
teem 3 and the credibility of their testimony -can
hardly be rated too high. Can any suppose, that
their word is not worthy of credit, unless at the
same time, they suppose them to be insane? ‘But
this supposition will not be admitted as having the
Jeast shadow.of truth ir it, by any but thosc who
are themselves'insane. For where can we find
the least mark of insanity, or even of enthusiasm,
in the first Teachers of Christianity ? Arc insane
persons under the influence of motives of such
purity ? Do they maintain a character so excellent
-and praise worthy? -Besides, is it not impossible
that so many insane persons should so perfectly
agree in their testimony ¢ “Which of the Apostles
ever contradicted himself, or any.of his fellew Ap-
ostles ? They-always maintained an unity of tes-
timony. T T
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The weight of evidence, in favor of the credi-
bility of the testimony under -consideration, may
Le increased by cousideriing the place where, the
timee when, and the persoss to whom, this testi-
mony was given. But we shall leave the reader, |
to extend his reflections to these subjects; and we
shall close this Essay with the following remark.

If the testimony of Jesns Christ and his Apostles,
did-not interfere with the passions of men, it nev-

er would be called in question by any one. And
we challenge the world to produce any one, of any
age or nation, the credibility of whose testimony
is -greater than theirs. .

ESSAY XXV..

~a

The nature and chdracter of true miracles.

ALMIGHTY God has impressed certain prin-
ciples on nature, under the operativiref whick,- -
constant and certain effects are preduced. Some
of these are known to us, as the established laws
of the material world.

We can have no doubt, that God can suspend”
the operation of these laws, so as to prevent their
natural effects ; or that he can give a new impulse
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to naturc, so as 1o procuce cffects, which would
rut result frem the eperation of the originally es-
t.liised laws of creation.

Now we cenceive, that miraeles take place in
ccuscguence of the suspension cf the established
cporcduns of nuture, or cf thic operation of some
new principle orimpulse given, for a limited time,
unto nature by the hand of God.

There is, therefcre, nothing in the nature of
mirucles inconsisient or contradictory. For it is
#s easy, ard as consistent with the Attributes of
Dcity, to suspend thc cperations of nature, to give
them a new dircction, or to produce‘ex_traordina-
ry cficcts by an immmediate impulse qf his hand,
as it was te create thc world, with all its pro-
pcerties, Jaws and operations.

But how shall we know a truc miracle? This
question rcquires some caudion in examining itie—
For wc apprehcnd, that much evil has resulted
from attempting to examine it on physical princi-
pics.  We krnow so little of the powers of nature,
und of the fuculties of unembodicd spirits, that it
?s very ¢icult, if not impossible, to determiae
what may, or what may not, be done by these pow-
ers and facultics; so as to free ourselves from
crror, and te ascertzin cn physical principles, those
opcrations which are truly miraculous.

Is it then impossible for us to know real mira-
lcs? By ro means. The difficulty does net lis
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in the nature of the question, Lut in the method of
examining it. \Were a plillosapher to attempt to
determine the physical and moral powers of a hu-
man soul, from the essencs or substantial princt-
ple of spirit, he would find himselfin the dark 5
becuuse he could form no idea, ot least no cor.
rect idca, of the substance of spirit, from which
his arguwnents must be drawn. But this darkncss
would vanish from around him, oa his attempting
to determine the spiritual nature of the soul from
its known propertics. So likewise, iIf we attempt
to determine, what works are truly miraculous;
from the pbysicul nature of miracles, we shall find-
oursclvssin perplexity ; but if we attempt to dc~
termine, what actions have the nature of miracles:
from the characteristic marks of real miracles, our
perplexity will vanish: we shall find the subjcct
plain and easy.- ’

What then are the characteristic ' marks of a gen-
uine miracle? A genuine miracle is-a work—man-
ifestly above all human power—wrought for some
great and’ good purpose—{rce from all just suspi-
cion of diabolical agency—and addressed to- the
scnsces of mankind.

A miracle is a work manifcstly above ail human.
power. Itcarrics with it such undoubted evidence
of its saperiority to tlie power of man, asto pre-
duce imamediate conviction in the mind of the can-

did observer, and always to bear the scvercst-in-
pestigation,.
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A great many sinpular and strange performan-
ces.are frequently plaved ofly by the cunning and
sleipht of men. But these bear nol;thcﬁmost dist-
ant resen:bhlanee to real miracles.  The tricks and
feuts of the jugypler, however they may surprise
at-dustonish the vnthinking, require nothing more
than hunian agency to perform them.  But a mir-
vcle, free froms all dark deccitfulness and insignif
cuncy, is so manifestly supcrior to all human pow-
cer.as to Icave no room for deubt; as in the mira-
ele recorded in the following words. ¢ And, be-
held, there arosca great tempest in the sca, inso-
much that the ship was covered with the waves.”
« Then He arose and rebuked the winds and the
sca; and there was a grcat clam. - But the men
marvellied, saving, What manner of man is this,
that cven the winds and the sea bey him !'®

A wiracle is a work wrought for some great and
good purposc. We have no reason to believe,
that the Almighty would interrupt the order and
operations of nature, for any insigunificant purpose.
If he arrest nature in her course, it wiii be to cf-
fcct a purpose of great magnitude, highly benefi-
cial to the subjects of his kingdom. The inter-
ests of time alune, we can hardly believe, are suf-
ficiently important to call forth the energy of the
Divine hand, to break in upon the established laws
of creation. But the inteiests of cternity are of

® Ma:. 8. 24, 36, 37,



[ 155 ]

suach magnitude, as to afford a sufficient reason for
the opcration of miracles. To call the atteation
of mankind to the doctrines of natural religion, and
to afford proof of such as are revealed;. to give
them the enjoyment of cternal happiness, in the
cxcrcise of obedience, and the possession of Lioli-
ness, 1s of infinite consequence to the world.—
Jlence we conclude, that a miracle 1is an action
good in itself; and great and goeod in its design.

Therefore, a miracle is a work free from all just
suspicion of diabolical agency. For an operation
good in itself, and great and good in its design,
cannot be a work of satan. ‘That utter hatred of
all rightcousncss, which ever actuates the prince
of darkness, renders it impossible for him to do
any thing good. IHad he natural power to work
miracles, which may with some reason be doubt-
ed, hc never would cxert that power to produce
miraculous cffects, for the purpose of enforcing
the obligations of natural Religion, or of establish-
cd revealed docirines of moral cxcellence.

And lastly, a miracle 1s a work addressed to the
scnscs of mankind.  Without this, of what use
could miracles be? Cornviction of the Truth of
Religion, can be effccted by miracles, only when
they are wrought in the presence of such as are

intended to be convinced, or by the indubitable tes-
timony of those in whose presencc they have been
wrought,
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This address to the scnses of mankind by mira-
cles, in attestation of the 'F'ruth of Religion, we
may be assured, willnot be attendcd with any con-
ccalment of any part of the opcration, or with any
dark unintelligible language or apparatus ; all of
which might create suspicion, or leave room for
distrust, in the minds of beheolders. For when the
God of truth and sincerity, stretches out his hand
to show wonders in confirmation of Religion, he will
attach nothing to their opcration, which will rene
der them suspected.

Whenever an opcration bearing the foregoing
marks, takes place, we may be sure, that it is a
work of the ommnipntent God. Every action which
is manifcstly above all human power, wrought for
some great and good purpose, free from =all just
suspicion of diabolical agency, and addresscd to the
senscs of mankind in an intelligible manner, has
the character of a genuine miracle, and it must
haye its nuture too.
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ESSAY XXVIL N

Tie miracles recorded in the New Testament, de-
monstrate tne truth of the Christian Religion,

because they are genuine.

TIHERE is no evidence of the Truth of Religion
more conclusive, than the operation of miracles ;
because the proof comes directly from God him-
self.  \When God streitches out his hand to show"
signs and woaders, in aitestation of the Truth ofa-
ny Religion, that Religion receives the highest
sanction : God indclibly impresses o:a ii his own
character of truth, It is then impossiblz to reject
such Rclizion, without rejecting recason; for one
of the first principies of natural Religion, one of
the best dictates of human reason, is, that God from
the emincnce of his perfections, 1s giorivusly in--
capable of decciving his creatures.

On this ground we conciude, that we caniot re-
ject the Christian Religion, without actiny contia-
ry to the dictates of our own understandings, and
doing violence to our own consciences. For it
comcs supported by invincible proofs—by the de--
monstrative evidence of miracles.

Jesus Christ and his Apcstles wrought a great
number of genuine miracies. A litile attention to

- . eee @ e
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the Sacred Records will conviuce us, that the mi-
racles related 1n them, have every characteristic
mark of real miricles.

To heal the sick, toraise the dead, to control ull
nature with a word, is iafinitelv above all human
power. DBut Jesus Christ did these things. IHe
healed all manner of descases.-~The blind receiv-
c¢d their sight—the deuaf heard—the dumb speak—
the maimed were made whole and scund—the lame
walked—the lepers were clcansed—multitudes of
hungry persons were fed to the full, with a few
loaves and fishes—howling tempests were hushed
into stlence—the threatening waves of the sca ine
stantly sunk gnictly to rest—IIc cast out devils—
he looscd the hold of the iron arm of de.th, and

ct the cuptive free from the grave. These asto-
nishing works, hc performed with a touch ora
word. ¢“He spake, and it was done; he com-
nmanded, and it stood fast.”  His word was like the
creative veice of the Almighty in the beginning :
when Jesus spake, nature felt the irresistible im-
pulse of his word, and imncdiately obeyed.

To these astonishing works oi his life, he aq-
ded one still more astonishing, his own resurrcc-
tion. IHe was crucified; he was dead, and buri-
ed ; but on the third dav, he arcse frumthe dead ;
and showed himself alive, after bis passion unto
his disciples for the space of forty days. It was
nuot possible, that he should be held by the tands
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of death—rI1e broke them assunder,and arose vic-
torious over the grave.—He ascended up into hea-
ven, and sat down at the right hand of the majes-
ty on high.

But before he left the world, he commissioned his
Apostles to preach the Gospel, and gave them
power to work miracles in confirmatien of its
Truth. This commission they fulfilled. They
confirmed the doctrines they preached, by healing
all manner of sickness, casting out devils, and
speaking in a diversity of tongues which they had
rot studied. All in apn instant they kncw the ar-
bitrary sounds, bty which diffcrent nations expres_
sed their 1deas, so as to declare unto them the
great things of God in their own languages.

But, perhaps, it may be thought, that these mi-
raculcus operations may not be the more respecta-
ble, on account of their superiority to human pow-
cr. Perhaps they were effects of diubolical agen-
cy. No, that is impossible, The cnd proposed
in working these miracles, is irreconcilable with
the priuciples of the prince of darkness. He is
not solicitous to make men good, by estabiishingthe
Truth of that Religion, whose holy and excellent
rature we have before considered in these Essays.
These miracles were wrought to confirm the Gos-
pel of Christ—* to incline men, not to renounce
natural and revealed Religion, but to respect and
follow both.” To make mecn good and comforta-

-
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ble here, and gloricus and happy hercafter fore
veT, is certainly one of the greatest and best of
purposes.—Itis worthy of the exertion of the pow-
er of God, in the operation of miracles. Besides,
there is not a miracle recorded in the New Testa
ment, which is of a trifling nature, or is destitute
of moral virtue iaﬂependent of the grand purpose
for which it was‘Wrought, the estalLliskment of the
’Christian Religion. Itis, therefore, al.togctl er im-
possible, that these miracles should have been:
wrought by the agency of satan.

We very well remember, that the charge of dia-
bolical agency, in the operation of miracles, was
brouzht against Jesus Christ, by the malicious Jews;
and we have not forgotten, with what force of ar-
gument he confuunded his accusers. ¢ But some
of them said, He casteth out devils through Becl--
zcbub, the chiefof the devils. But he said unto
them, Every kingdom divided against itself is-
brought to desolation ; and a house divided against
itscif fulleth, If Satan also be divided a~ainst hime--
self, how shall his kingdom stad?  Butif I with.
the finger of God cast out devils, no doubt the
kingdom of God is come upon you.” How exs
treme is the folly of man, when he gives himselfup
to furious passion! Did the Jews think, that Satan
was fool enough to castout devils, and desolate his
own kingdom ? \Which was the grcatest, their mas
lice, or their folly 2

L.—A\-d
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The miracles of Jesus Christ and his Apostles,.
were no: doae in sccret—they were public appeals
to the senses of mankind—they were wrought in
the presence of great multitudes, who wzre eye-
witnesses of those astonishing works. These ope-
rations were not confined to some dark corner of
the earth, destitute of learning and civilization ;-

but they were wrought among the most polished
naticns of the age, who had carried literature to a-

hizh degree of perfection. They were not con--
fined to Jerusalem, and the land of Judea; they
were performed throuzhout all the Roman empire.
The Jews and the Gentiles, the Christian Church,
and the men of the world, were spectators of them.
But, perhaps, it may be suggested, that the gift
cf tongues, and the resurrection of Jesus Christ, do
rot bear all the wnarks of genuine miracles; the
first no: being abcve human power, and thz last not
wrought in the prescnce of proper witnesses. This,
it may be said, is a matzcrial defect in the evidence
of miracles ; because Jesus Christ particularly rest-
cd the whole of his Religion on his rising from the
decad. His resurrection ought, thercfore, to have
been free from all ground for suspicion of decep-
tion.
We reply, there is no defect in the evi-
dence, which miracles afford in favor of the
the Christian Religion ; for this objection is ground-

- . -



[180 T

sltogether above all human power, and the mira-
clec of Christ’s resurrection rests on ocular de-
monstration, given in the presence of proper wit-
nesses.

We rcadily acknowledge, that it is possible for
man, by long and laborious study, to acquire the
knowledge of differcnt languages, so as to converse:
in them. But we deny,in the most absolutc terms,
that man can, all on a sudden, acquire such know-
ledge, without being divinely inspired. Could the
the Apostles. who wcre 1illiterate fishermen, have
preached flucntly in a great numnber of different
languages, if the Holy Ghost had not intuitively
given them the knowledge of those languages ? e
¢Ofall the sciences in the world, says a fine writer,
that of languages is the least capable of an instant’
acquisition. The knowledge of languages is the
knowledge of experience, and no man can everde-
rive it from his own innate fund of ability. Yet
the Apostlcs, who were known to be men of no
education, all on a sudden knew the arbitrary signs
by which different nations had agreed to express
their thoughts. Those things, which other men
can only acquite by disgustful labor, those particu-
larly, which belong to the most difficult branches
of knowledge, they understood withcut making the
lIcast attempt to learn them.” And is not this in-

finitely superior to all human pewer 2
O ... . ' -
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It is indeed, a great truth, that Jesus Christ re-
fered (o his resurrection for evidence of the Truth
of his Relirion. The rulersof the Jews, knowing
this, “made the scpulchre sure:’”” a great stone
was rolled to the door of the sepulchre,—a seal
fixed on it,—and a guard sct to watch the tomb of
the blesscd Jesus,as though they were determin-
ed that the kingdom of death should remain fore-
ver.

But when the all-important moment arrived, that
the Son of God was to break the bars of death as-
sunder, his heavenly ministers descended to be
spectators of his triumph over the grave. The
watch saw one of these ministers of glory, roll the
stone away from the door of the sepulichre, and sit
upon it. ¢ His countenance was like lightning,
and his raiment white as:snow! And for fear of
him the keepers did shake, and became as dead
men.”” But being recovered from their fright,
¢ they came into the city, and showed unto the
chief priests 2!l thinosthat were done.”

However, the Jews, who had before determined
to resist God in all the operations of his grace,
continued obstinate in their determination. They,
therefore, bribed the watch, and gave them large
money to say, ¢ His disciples came by night, and
stole him-away while we slept.” O foolish Jews !
did ye think that the world would belicve such a



[ 162 ]

story as this ? It carries with it its own refutation.
Do sleeping men know, what is transacted around
them ¢

Jesus Christ avosc from the dead, attended Ly
the angels of God 5 and alierwards appeared unto
his disciples. lle gave them oczular demonstra-
tich of his resurrection fromy the dead. ¢ leshew-
ed himself alive unto them, after his passion, by
many infullicle proofs, being scen of them forty
days, and speaking of the things pertuining to the
kingdom of God.”—They frequently saw him—
they handled him—they converscd with him. Now
where is the difference, with rcspect to the force

of evidence, whether his disciples saw him arise
from the grave, or saw him after he was riscn?!—

And this ocular decmonstration was not to a few
only; for “he was seen of above five hundred bre-
thren at once.”

EBut here it may be asked, ¢ why did not Jesus
show himself unto the rulers of the Jews? \Why
did he not publicly appear in Jerusalem after his
resurrection? \Why did Jesus Christ cxpose ik
+hc circumstances of Lis abasement to the public
eye, aiid conceal those of his elevation {”

In answer to this we reply: First, after the Jew-
ish rulers had rejected all the miracles of the life:
of Jesus Christ—after they had denied the Holy
One of Ged, in the face of the most positive de-

monstrations, and had put him to the dreadful death:



[ 153

of the cross—is it icasonable to believe, that Gol
would give them any further evidence of the mis-
sion of his Son ?

Sccoadly, if Jesus Christ had seen it to appear
m the midst ¢f his murderers, what rational con-
ciusion would they have drawn from his appearance?
We have much reason to belicve, that they also
would have ¢ become like dead men,” incapable of
rational reflection. Could they have scen Jesus
Christ, whom they had so latcly slain on the cross,
standine amongst them, without loosing the gove
ernment of their mental powers, in the most over-
whelming fear of instant destruction from his aveng-
ing hand? And after they had recovered them-
selves from dismay, on his disappearing, would
tiicy not have thought, that they had scen a phan-
tom, a mcre creature of their fears ?

But again, suppose they would have retained the

proper exercise of their intellectual powers, of
what advantage could it have been to them? Had
not the rulers of the Jewish people, sinned against
the Holy Ghost? Wias it possible for them fo re-
ceive the grace of God? Did they not know be-
fore they crucified Jesus Christ, that hc was sent
of God? They had said in one of their public

couuncils, ¢ \Vhat do we ? for this man docth many
miracles. 1f we let him thus alone, all men will
beclieve on him.””*  They were not ignorant of the

* John 11, 47, 48. y
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Divine mission of Jesus Christ ; they knew thathe
came frem God. But what practical inference did
they draw from this knowledge ? Why, the most
abominable that can be conceived—they determins
ed, that, because he wrought many miracles, they
would kili hun. ¢ Then, from that day forth, they
took counsel together to put him to death.”*

Lastly, Jesus Christ appearcd unto those, who
were the most proper persons to be witnesses of -
of his resurrection. He appcared unto his inti-
mate fricnds; who so perfectly knew him, that they
could not be mistaken in his appearance ; whose
honest hearts having nothing to fear from him,
were not likely to be thrown into consternation;
and who, therefore, were capable of ascertaining
the truth: of his resurrection—And to give all pos-
sible weight to their testimony, to make it equally
demonstrative as his: showing himself publicly
would have been, and in most cases much more so,
he gave his Apostles power to work miracles, in
confirmation of his resurrection. They said, « God
hain raised up Jesus Christy” ¢ who hath shed

antil

forth-what ye now see and hear.’”” They spake
with tongues, they healed the sick, they raised the

dead, and they cast out devils, in attestation of the
resurrection of Christ. Could any way be more.

proper, any ecvidence more conclusive?

2 John il.53.
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Thus the resurrection of Jesus Christ, was con«
firmed by the Apostles, who were witnesses of the
facts relating to it; God setting his seal to the
truth of their testimony, in the operation of mira-
cles. But independent of this seal of Ged, itis
impossible for us, as reasonable men, to reject their
testimony. For it is attended with so many char-
acters of truth, that we cannot reject it without re-
nouncing our reason. Consider—the honest char-
acter of these witnesses, with their poverty, and
want of power, which rendered them incapable of
imposing on mankind—ihe nature of the facts
themseclves which they avowed, things most easily
and certainly known—the tribunals before whom
they gave evidence, Jewish rabbies, and Heathen
philosophers—the place where they testificd the
resurrection of Christ; not in some very distant
country, but in Jerusalem, where Jesus was cruci-
fied—the time of this testimony, three days after
the death of Jesus Christ—the number of these
witnesses, there being more than five hundred—
the agreement of their evidence, no one of them
ever contradicting himself or any of the.others—
the motives which induccd them to publish the
resurrection of Jesus Christ, the discharge of their
duty, and the consequences arising form it, distress
in this world, and glory in the next—and lastly,
the perseverance of these witnesses, in declaring
that Jesus was risen from the dead, until they fell
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raartyrs to the truth, until they scaled their testimo.
ny with their blooed ! If we consider thesc characters
of truth, belonging to the testimony of the disci-
ples of Jesus Christ, we shall find it impossible to
reject it, without renouncing every pretention te
rcason.

But the doctrine of the resurrection of Jesus
Christ, being of infinite importance in the Christian
Religion, and so comfortable to us as the pledge of
our own resurrection, it has received confirmationin
the operation ofinnumerable miracles by the hands
of the Apostles, and the first teachers of Christiani-
ty.

Thus we see, that the miracles of Jesus Christ
and his Apostles, have all the characteristic marks
of genuine miracles ; and that therefore, they de.
monstrate the Truth of that Holy Religion, for the
establishment of which they were wrought. By
thesc miracles God set his seal to the Gospel of
Christ. Christianity is, therefore, arevelation from
Gced ; becauseitis supported by external, positive,
incontestable evidence,addressed to the scnses of
mankind.
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ESSAY XXVII.

The Truth of Christianity is demonstrated by firo=
hhecy.

GOD, who is infinite in his nature, must be per=-
fect in knowledge. dIle must comprehend, in the
most perfect manner, all things through eternity
past, and eternity to come. Hence hc possesses
the high prerogative of fore-knewledge; and he alone

possesses 1t. -

For created beings, however excellent, are ne-
ccssarily limited in their nature, and circumscrib-
ed in their knowledge. They may have some per-
ceptions of the present, and some remembrance
of the past. But what, by their own natural pow-
ers, can they know of futurity ? By the use of rea~
son, they may acquire some knowledge of God, and
of his works. But to reason respecting future e-
vents, is only to conjecture ; because future events
are contingent.

From these indubitable truths, it will follow,
that the prediction of future events, is always a
work of God. No man, however great, no angel,
however exalted, can certainly know, by innate na-
tural power, what events will take place in any pc-
riods of futurity, Created beings may, judging
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from existing circumstances, form conjectures re-
lative to future events, not far removed from them
in point of time ; but they cannot certainly predict
things to come, unless they be inspired with the
knowledge of futurity, by the omniscient God.
Hcnce we conclude, that if any Religion be at-
tended with predictions as sanctions of its truth,
and these predictions be actually fulfilled, the truth
of such Religion is incontrovertibly evident: God
sets his seal upon it. We have no more reason to
deny the divinity such Religion, than we have to
assert, that the heavenly bodies, of such inconcei-
ve'.:c magnitude, so perfectly regularin all their
revolutions, so exquisitely beautiful, so ama;fgly
magnificent, are the effects of blind fortuitous
chance. |

Now, if we examine the Christian Religion in
the light of this truth, we shall discover, that it is
a Revclation from God; because we shall find its
truth demonstrated by the fulfilment of prophecies,
delivered to establish its divine authority. These
?rophecics so accurately describe events, of high
Linportance to mankind, which afterwards at a great
distance of time took place, according to authentic
histories, that it is impossible not to admit them as
demonstrations of the truth of Christianity, witheut
acting inconsistent with the character of reason-
able beings. S
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In the Holy Bible, we find events circumstantial-
ly described,ages before they came to pass. There
we read saredictions, deliversd thousands ef ycars
a0, which are now fulfiiling before our eyes. We
cannot therefore believe, that these prophecies
were delivered by uninspired men—\Ve cannot be-
lieve, that the Religion,the Truth of which these
prophecies support, is not a Revelation froma God.

The Old Testament, a book of venerable authors
ity, because of its great antiquity and important
matter, is remarkable for the vast number of pro-
phecies which it contains. In these prophecics
some of the most important events, respecting al-
most all the ancient nations of the earth, were re=
lated long before they came to pass. These pre-
dictions are very remarkably particular concerning
the children of Israel. There is scarcely one event,
highly interesting to that people, which was not
predicted before it took place.

In the Old Testament, we find predictions of the
slavery of the Israelites in the land of Egypt, for
the space of four hundred years—of their delivers
ance from bondage by the hand of Moses—of the
destruction of the Canaanites, and the establishe
ment of the people of Israel in the land of Canaan
~of the disobedience of the children of Israel to
God—of numberless distresses and sore affiictions
as punishments for their sins—of their captivity ia

Babylon—<of their deliverance, and return to theit
H
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ocwn country-—of their rejection of the Messiahe
of the destruction of their great city Jeruszlem—
and of their utter dispersion among all nations of
the earth. Therc we see predicted—the destruc-
tion of the Pcrsian empire, and the establishment
of the Grecian on the ruins thereof—the division of
of the Grecian empire into four kingdoms—the
establishment of the Roman empire—the entire des-
truction of Nineveh and Babylon. There we see
predicted, about four thousand years ago, the sin-
gular character, and unconquorable spirit, of the
Arabians ; which, as a distinct people, they have,
for that amazing length of time, always maintained
—And there we also see foretold, the Dbaseness,
sl.veiy, and extreme misery, under which the E-
£ yptians at present groan.

Now these predictions, and a vast number more,
delivered for the express purpose of promoting
the knowledge and worship of the true God among
mankind, have been accomplished, or are now ful-
filling, as is abundantly evident.from historical ac-
counts of acknowledged veracity. The truth of
the fulfilment of these prophecics, is so evidents
that every one, who is acquainted with history, must
discover it; and he must also see in this an unan-
swerable argument in favor of Revealed Religion.

The Old Testament, so remarkable on account
of these prediciions, is still more so, an account
of a great number of prophecics, respecting the
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kingdom of the Messiah: a spiritual kingdom of
truth, which is to have no end. Many of the pro-
phecies, which relate to the birth of Christ, his
life and death, the establishment of his kingdom,
and his final triumph over all his enemies, are so
circumstantial in description, that they appear
more like the relations of historians, than the pre-
dictions of prophets. However, there is no histo-
rical truth more certain, than that they were de-
livered many hundreds of years before theiraccom-
plishment: and, indecd, some of them are now ful-
filling.

Henee we may see, that the New Testament is
intimately connected with the Old Testament. It
contains not only the substancc of the types and
shadows of the Mosaical economy, but also the ful-
filment of the mest important prophecies contained
in the Old Testament. The prophecies of the
Old Testament, go to establish the authenticity of
Christianity. For what stronger evidence of its
truth can begiven,than the fulfilment of the an=
cient prophecies in its very comstitution, and in
its establishment in the world.

In the new Testament there are likewise many
predictions of future events, of great moment to
mankind, some of which have been accomplished,
in the mostexact manner. There we see the des-
truction of Jerusalem, and the unparalleled distress
of the Jewish nation predicted with circumstantial



[ 172 ]

description, and the time limited to the then exist-
ing generation. There also we see predicted the
great persecutions of the Christian Church: the
impossibility of expelling Christianity from the
world ; and the corruption eof the Christian faith, in
the working of the mystery of iniquity. The ac-
complishment of these prophecies with many oth-
ers, is too notorious to be denied. There are some
other predictiens in the New Testament, of infinite
consequence to mankind, the fulfilment of which
appear to be at no great distance from us. Such
are those which respect the destruction of the mys-
tery of iniquity, the man of sin; and those which
concern the universal spread of the Gospel in the
millenium.

In considering the predictions contained in the
Holy Bible, which have been so very exactly ac”
complished, we find such a concatenation of proofs,
such an accumulated weight of evidence, in favor
of our Holy Religion, as is altogether irresistible
to men of reason. The evidence of prophecy is e
qually demonstrative, as that of miracles. Miras
cles, indeed, carry immediate conviction to the
mind : their evidenceis at once full and complete,
But prophecy convinces as it is fulfilled; its
weigbt of evidence increasing, as its accomplishs -
ment is more distant from the time, in which it
was deiivered. Miracles were addressed unto the

scuscs of mankind, in the ages in which the doge
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trines of Relizion were revealed, to establish their
Truth. Prophecies, in their accomplishment, are
addre'ssed unto the senses of mankind, in the ages
in which they are fulfilled, for the same purposc,
to establish revealed Religion by ocular demon-
stration. Therefore, cvery age, every year, every
day, increases the weight of the evidence of pro-
phecy in favor of Christianity : because the predic-
tions of the Holy Scripturces are daily fulfilling.

Thus we sce, thut God, who sanctioned the Chrise
tian Religion when it was first delivered to the
world, by the operation of miracles, is still going
on to give further demonstrations of its Truth, by
the operations of Providence, 1n the accompiisii-
ment of prophccy. Christianity is, therefore, a
Revelation from God. Its divinity is established
by incontrovertible evidence addressed to the scne
ses of mankind.

The predictions contained in the Holy Bible, are
so remarkable, so strikingly descriptive of events
long subsequent to their publication, and their ac-
complishment so exact and full, that they carry ir-
resistible force to convince and persuade the rea-
sonable part of mankind. And hence it is, that this
Holy Book, attended with such evidence, and bear-
ing such marks of divine authority, is held in the
highest estimation by men of reason ; and that the
Religion which it teaches, becomes the chief object
of their attention and regard. They know thatit is



[ 174 ]

not bigotry to bclicve the sublime truths of the
Ciospel, with the fullest assurance of faith. But
should this faith be called the faith of bigots, by
those who have not understanding to perceive, or
goodness of heart to acknowledge, the force of
such evidence in favor of Christianity, they will
dcem it their glory to be ranked among such bigots
—because this will be ranking them among the
sons of truth——~among the sons of God.

‘-

' ESSAY XXVIIL

e tmficesibility of forging, and improsing the Ho-
ly Scripturcs on mankind,in the agesin which the
Jucts recorded in them are said to have taken
Dlace. -

THE arguments in favor of the Christian Reli-
gion, drawn from miracles and prophecies, are pre-
dicated on the Truth of the Records which convey
the knowledge of them down to us. If those parts
of the Sacred writings, which respect miracles and
prophecies, are true ; if the miracles related in them
were indeed wrought ; if the predictions recorded
there were really delivered, and such of them as
concern past periods of time, have been fulfilled ;
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then we have evidence ofthe Truth of our Reli-
gion direct, full and complete : evidence equal in
forcc to mathematical demonstration itself ; because
God himself bears witness to this Truth.

The narrations of miracles and prophecies con-
tained in ttc Holy Bible, are the Records of truth.
{Ve have hitherto taken this proposition as being
indubitable, in our consideration ofthe cxternal evi-
dences of the Christian Religion ; because the evi-
dence on which it rests is of an incontrovertible na-
ture. But now it is time to produce this evidence;
and to apply our fourth Rule to Christianity. “In
a Religion revealed from heaven there should be
some method, by which this positive evidence of
its authority may be handed down to pesterity,
without the posibility of deception.”

The external evidences of Christianity have
becn conveyed down to us free from error. Mira-
cles were wrought, and prophecies delivered, as
they stand recorded in the Holy Bible.

- To establish this point, we mean to prove, first,
the imposibility of forgery and imposition, respec-
ting the Records contained in the Holy Bible, in
the ages in which the facts recordad in them are
said to have taken place; and sccondly, a like im-
possibility in any succeeding ages. In establish-
ing these propositions, we shall prove, beyond all
dispute,'the Truth and authority of the Sacred Rec-
ords. For if they were not forged, and imposed
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on the world, in the ages in which the facts are
said to Lave taken place,nor in any succeeding a.
ges, it is impossible they sheuld have been forged,
and imposed on the world at all.

'The impossibility of the forgery and imposition
of the Saered writings, in the ages in which the
{acts are said to have taken place, is the first prog-
csiticn which we have undertaken to establish.—
The Sacred Records cggtaincd in the New Testa.
ment cculd not have been forged, and imposed on
the world, in the fird age of Christianity. In sup-
jort of this position, we offcr the following argu.
ments,

_ 1. To suppese that these Records were forged
Mid immposcd on the werld, in the first age of Chris-
'21;1'.)', is to tax the authors of these supposed for-
geries and impositions with the greatest cxtrava-
gance. kad they becn impostors posscssed of the
least degret of common sense, they would have
c¢mployed some precautions to cenceal their impo-
sitions. But the Writcers of the Sacred Records
cmploy none. They relate facts with all the in-
genuousness and simplicity of upright honest his-
torians. They specify times, places, and circum-
stances. They declore, that such and such facts
passcd in such and such places, and in sight of
such and such people. They name the public pla-
ces and asscmblies, the cities, and the nations, in
which, according to their accounts, miracles were
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wrought, and predictions delivered. Theydeclare’
that“they were eye-witnesses of these facts, orthat
they had them immediately from multitudes of
cye-witnesses. Now it is impossible that impos-
tors, possessing such good sense as is every where
apparent in the historical parts of the New Testa-
ment, should be guilty of such extravagance, as to
use no means to conceal their truc character, but
o adopt that method, which is best calculated to
exposc themselves and their impostures. There-
forc they were not impostors ; and their narrations
were not forgzed, and imposed on the world.

2. By supposing that these Records were forged,
and imnosed on thz world, inthe firstage of Chris-
tianity, we tax the whole Christian Church of that
agc, with the extreme of extravagance. On this sup-
position wc¢ must believe, that great multitudes of-
men consented to receive these Records as being
truc, when they knew them to be false. All the
first Christians, many of whom were men of hizh
rank in society, and of the first character respect-
ing wisdom and virtue, received the Gospel as con-
taining nothing but truth. They consented to re-
nounce for the sake of Christianity, their riches,
their pleasures, and their honors ; to sacrifice theie
prejudices, their passions, and their lives; and all
this they &did when they know that the Gospel, ac-
cordiﬁ"g} to this supposition, was full of imfamous

f&lsch:ods ' Yea morc! According to this supposi-
' H 3 o
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tion,they agreed torenounce the religionsin which
they bad been educated, with all the interests pre-

scnt and cternal, which they expected from them ;
thot they might embrace the Christian Religion

ar.d place all their hope of salvation on its Truth
as a Revelation from God, confirimed unto them by
mirgcles and predictions ; when they positively
knew, that therc was no proof of its being a Reve-
lation from Geod, no miracles wrought, no prophe-

cicsdclivercd and fulfilled, in confirmation of its Di-
vincauthority ! This is absolutcly impossible. Such
cxtravagance never existed in the world.  And
thercfore, it is impossible that the narrations of
miraclesand predictions contained in the New Tes-
tament, were {crged, and imposed on the world, in
the first age of the Christizn Church.

3. The suprosition under consideration, charges
stiil groater extravagance, if indecd greater can Les
on the encmics of Christianity.  For the Truth of
these Records was never culied in questiony even
by the bitterest enemies of Christ, untill a few cen-
turics ago. ¢ Celsus, Forphyry, Zosimnus, Julian
the apostate, and Hierccles, the greatest antagonists
that Christiznity cver had, whose writings are in
our hzands, never denicd the facts’’ recorded in the
Gespel.  Therefore this supposition charges the
enemies of our Holy Rcligion, who hated it as they
hated misery itsclf, with the extravagance of intene

tionally ruining their own cause, by confessing the

> . o . - > —-- - - T —— - . - .- e
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Truth of these Records ; when they knew them to
have been forged, and impcsed on the world. It
charges the enemies of Christianity with confeder-
ating with its fricnds, in a conspiracy against truth,
against their owa interests, their pleasures, honors,
riches and power, by conscnting to the Truth of
these Records; when they kuew that they were
absolutely fabulous; and when to prove this, ac-
cording to the supposition under consideration, they
might have appealed to public rccords, to whole
nations, to their own ears and eyes ! How impos-
sible, altogether impossible is this! Such extrava-
gance never did, never could, exist in the world.
And hence it is impossible that the Sacred Records
contained in the New Testament, were forged, and
imposed on the world, in the first age of Chris-
tianity.

"These arguments, we conceive, establish, beyond
all doubt, the impossibility of forgery and imposi-
tion respecting the Evangelical accounts of mira-
cles and predictions, in the first age of Christiani-
ty. To deny this imp;ossibility, is to make a great
number of extravagant suppositions,and to plunge
into the grossest absurdity.

This method of argument may be applied to all
the Scriptural accounts of miracles and prodictions ;
and by it the impossibility of forgery and imposi-
tion with respect to them, may be fully and satis-
factorily established. But we shall leave such ap':' f
plication to the reader. |
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'Fo sct the impossibility which we have been urg.
ing, in stronger and clearer light, if it be possible,
we will suppose, that a certain man has written and
published a boskwhich hc calls, ¢ The histery of
America,”” We will suppose, that after filling a
thousand pages with chimeras of Lis prolific brain,
ke addrcssc:. the American people in the following
words, ¢ appeal unto you, ye sons of liberty, for

the truth of what I have written. Ye know that
yc were a nation of slaves, in the Island of Britain,
The great and mighty Washington, wrought many
wondaersy by the command of the God ol heaveny
before the British king. He inflicted miraculous
plagues upon Lim and his subjects, destrcying all
the first born of his kingdom. Then he led you
to the western shore of Englind, stretched out
his rod across the great Atlantic, and divided it
asunder; and he then marched you three thousand
miles on dry ground, through the midst of the
ereat deep, and brought you safely to this land
flowirg with milk and Loncy. e miraculously
fed you with manna from heaven, untill ye had
turncd cxicnsive ferests into fruitful fields, and
had built great and flourishing cities. Ilc also gave
you a law of civil and religious polity, under which
ve now live and enjoy peace and liberty. IHe in-
stituted an order of priests, who, m the city of

ashmnton, daily offer oblatgons on your be-

half, unto’ the God of armxcs._ And to keep these
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grecat and mighty acts in perpetual remembrance;
he orduined that every sen of Columbia should.
wear his beard from his chin downward, and should’
keep it dyed of a beautiful crimson colour; and:
that a solemn fcast should be annually kept at the
city of Washington, throughout the second week.
in November, when cvery Ameriean should appear
with offerings to the God of heaven. These insti-
tutions ye have religiously kept unto this dzy. Ye:
know the truth of these things, which are the prin-
cipal topics of which I have written; andas for
all other things contained in this book, I appeal
unto the records laid up in the archives of the na--
tion at Washington.”

There certainly is nothing more impossible than.
the imposilion' of such a book on us, as the true
history of the Amecrican nation. Every body knows, .
that though it might be rcad as a volume of great
lics, it never could be rcceived by any oue, as a.
true relation of fucts. It would be as impossible
tomake us belicve and reccive itas the true history-
of our nation, as it would be to pull the stars from the
firmament of heaven. Yect it would be as easy to:
impose it on us, as it would havc been in the first
agce of Christianity to forge, and impose on the
world, the historical parts of the New Testament,.
The reason is evident. In both these cases, ap--
peals are made for the truth of what is related, to.
the knowledge and expericnce of public bodies.
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Heénceit is evident, that no man, in the first age -
of Christianity, could have induced the Christian
Church or the world tobelieve *hat the historical
parts of the New Testament were true, if Jesus

Christ and hisApostles had never wrought any mira- -
cles, nor delivered any prophecies. The same may

be said of any other parts of the Sacred Writings.

Thercfore the Ioly Scriptures were not forged,
and imposed on the world, in the ages in which the
facts recorded in them ave said to have taken place.

ESSAY XXIX.

It is impossible that the Holy Scrifitures should’
have been forged, and imfriosed on mankind, in any
ages succeeding those in which the fucts record-
ed in them are said to have taken filace.

. IN the last Essay we established the impossi-
bility of forgery and imposition, respecting the
Holy Scriptures, in the ages in which the facts re-
corded in them are said to have tuken place. We
come now to prove a like impossibiiity in any suc-
ceeding ages.

In the Sacred Records, the narration of miracles
and prophecies, are intimately interwoven, and in
some cascs inseparably connected, with the docs
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trines of Religion, the institutions of the Jewish -
nation, and those of the Christian Church.

Let us consider, the Records contained in the
New Testament. Itis impossible that thess Recs
ords should have been forged, and imposed on the
Christian Church, or on the wotld, in any age sucs
ceeding that in which it is said Christianity was
planted in thc world. We have mentioned the
Church and the world, because we mean to preve
that on ncither of them such imposition could have
been practised. In the first-case, it - must be sup-
poscd, that some time after the Christian Church
began to exist in the werld, these Records were
forged, and imposed on Christians as the true his-
torical accounts of Jesus Christ and his Apostles.
In the second case, it must be supposed, that some
considcrable time after the reign of Tiberius, the
Roman ecmperor, but before there were any Chris-
tians in the world, these Records were forged, and
imposed on mankind. But imposition, in both
these cases, was impossible.

And first, it is impossibie that the Records con-
taincd in the New Testament, should have been
forged, and imposed on the Christian Church in
any age after that in which it began to exist. The
truth of this will appear evident from the follow-
Ing arguments,

1. The authors of these Records, intimately
conneeting the facts they relate with the doctrines
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of Christianity, write as eye-witnesscs cf these
facts, or as having them from eye-witnesses. We
do not mean to repeat the argument which we urg-
ed in the last Essay, that the supposition of forge-
ry and imposition respecting the Sacred writings,
taxes the authors of them with such unnatural ex-
travagance, as is impossible ;- although this argu.
ment here is not without great weight. But we
mean to consider this matter, not as it respects the
supposcd forgery, but as it regards the supposed
imposition of these Reccords on the Christian.
Church..

If we make the suppasition under consideration,.
that some considerable time, perhaps several hune
dred ycars, after the Christian Church was plant.-
ed in the world, the Records contained in the New
Testament were forged, and immposed on Christians,,
we must adimit a proposition grossly absurd: we-
must admit that the Christian Church rcceived the
New Testament as a book of truth, when they had.
palpaple and indubitable evidence of its falsehood.
The Writers of the. New Testament declare, that-
thcy were eyc-witnesses of the facts they relate..
Could the Christian Church receive this as being:
true, when they knew these writers had been born
long since the time, 1n which the facts they record
must have taken place? Could thecancient Chris-:
tians believe that a man might be an eyc-witness of
facts, which passed in the world some hundreds of-
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years, perhaps, before he was born?  Undoubtedly
they could not.

2. Acceording to the Gospel, the doctrines of
Christianity rest on the facts related in the New
Testament. These facts are there made the ground
of the Christian faith. If we suppose, that the
Sacred Records were forged, and imposed on the
Christian Church some considerable time after it
was founded, we must also suppose that the mem-
bers of this Church received these Records, as
containing the true ground of their faith, when
they knew that their faith had never rested on any
such ground. Ve must admit, on the ground of
this supposition, that they received the New Testa-
ment as a Record of truth, containing the miracu-
lous facts by yhich all the doctrines they held, had
been demonstrated; when they had never receive

ed these doctrines as having been dembnstrated
by any such facts. Butas it is impossible for us,

as reasonable men, to admit these suppositions as
truth, we cannot admit the forgery and imposition
of the Sacred Records, without renouncing all
claim to reason. 4
3. The Writings of the New Testament ane
nounce to the world, that when they were written,
the power of working miracles was in operation in
the Church. Therefore, ifthese Writings were
forged, and imposed on the Christian Church some
considerable time after it was founded, they must
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have been reccived by the followers of Christ as
being true, in declaring that the power of work-
ing miracles was then among them; when they
had undeniable evidence, the evidence of their own
scnses, that no such power was in the Church. But
this is impossible, altogether impossible. There-
fore the Sacred Records were not forged, and im-
posed on the Church of Christ, in any age succced-
ing that in which it was planted in the world.

We could multiply arguments which would
evince, the impossibility of the forgery and impo-
sition under consideration. But this matter is suf-
ficiently evident.

The next thing to be considered, is the impossi-
bility of ferging and imposing the Writings of the
New Testament on mankind. In thie case it must
be supposed, that some considerable time after the
reign of Tiberius, the Roman emperor, but before
there were any Christians in the world, these Re-
cords were forged, and imposed on mankind.

The impossibility of such forgery and imposi-
tign is no less, than that we have just had under
consideration. This will appcar {rom the consid-
ations which follow.

1. The supposition that these Records were forg-
ed, and imposed on mankind, before the Christian
Church existed, lies exposed to the force of all the
arguments, we have urged against the possibility
of fargery and imposition respecting these Records
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in the casés before :considcred. The nature of
these Records, as announcing that they are pro-
ductions of eye-witnesses, that the facts related in
them constitute the ground on which the Chris-
tian faith rests, and that the power of working mi-
racles was then in operation, level such force of

argument against this supposition, and the forgery
and imposition which it embraces, as is utterly ir-

-l

resistible in the minds of reasonable men.

2. The Sacred Records contained in the New
Testament, anpnounce to the world, that when they
were written, the Christian Church existed ; that
its foundcr, Jesus Christ, had instituted a standing
order of men denominated ministers of the Gos-
pel, the ordinance of baptism, and that of the Lord’s
supper, and that this order of men, and these or-
dinances, were then in the Church of Christ. Now,
if thcse Records were forged, and imposed on
mankind before the Christian Church existed, the
world must have received them as true historical
accounts; when they knew that there was not a
word of truth in them. They must have reccived
them as giving true relations of the Gospel minis-
try, and of the obscrvance of the Lord’s supper and
baptism; when they had undoubted knowledge,
that there were ncither such ministers nor ordi-
nances in the world. They must have received
them as historical narrations free from error and

falschood, respecting these ordinances and this
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order of ministers; when they had the most cer-
tain knowlcdge, jthat there was no such thing in
the world as the Christian Church, in which these
ministers might have an official existence, or in
which these ordinances might be observed. What
a multitude of absurdities result from the supposi-
tion under consideration! We are astonished that
such a supposition should ever have entered the
mind ef any man as a truth.

If there is any thing calculated to excite uncommon
astonishment, in the minds of serious and thinking
men, it is that confidence with whichirfidility em-
braces, and offers to the world, the supposition of the
forgery and imposition of the HolyScriptures: a sup-
posiition which necessarily drags after it such a mul-
titude of extravagant conscquences ! But this aston-
ishment is somewhat abated by considering, that itis
passion, blind as midnight rolled in thickest clouds,
and furious as the impectuous torrent rushing
down the precipice, that rules in the kingdom of
unbelief. Hence itis, that men, who have long
wancered in this dreary kingdom, having accustom-
ed their minds to crror, and inlisted their passions
on the side of infidelity, scem hardly, capable of
knowing truth. The plainest consequences result-
ing from propositions which they have adopted,
are scarcely pcrceivea by them. The expression
of astonishment which we have just dropped, may,
thercfore, excite a maurmur! perhaps, a sight
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a murmur from those who are still determined to
worshisp their dreadful idol ; and a sigh from those
who desire to nnd the truth, but feel their minds
filled with doubts. Can we place this subject in a-
ny point of view, which will suppress this mur-
mur, and relieve this sigh ? Let us attempt it.

We will then suppose, that a book is put into our
hands, by a grave and elderly man, with this obser-
vation. ¢ This 1s the history of Peansylvania—an
excellent work, written by a man now living in the
city of Philadelphia, of the first character for truth
and literary abilities. There ¢ pointing to a parti-
cular page’ you will find the principal matter con-
tained in it, summed up in a few words.” Let
us suppose, that we find it there written as follows_
« Before I enter on the body of this work, 1 shall
here state the chief maters recorded in it. The
great William Penn was a Chinease philosopher,
born in the city of Pekin—From thence God took
him, and brought him on a pillar of smoke ming.
led with fire, to the land of Pennsylvania, in order
that he might establish a nation of warviors—In
the course of a few years, with ten thousand chos.
en men, he destroyed and took prisoners more than
two millions of the natives of. this country. He
made the prisoners slaves—He built the city of
Philadelphia where it now stands, because on this
very ground he overthrew an immense army of sae
yages—In this city he erccted a superb templs to
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the god of war, adorned with gold and precious
stones, and well supplicd with the ministers of
Mars—He guve the Pennsylvanians a body of ex-
cellent laws, after the manner of those of Lycur-
gus—This book of the laws of Penn, is in the tem-
ple under the golden altar; and among the rest of
its excellent institutions, it ordains, that every frec
man shall learn only the art of war; that al]
the male children of free men shall be brought to
the altar, that the ministers thereof may imprint
upon their foreheads, in colours of flame, the word
Mars. 1 shall write on these subjects, unto you,
ye sons of the noble Penn, with a strict regard to
truth. I have been an eye-witness of the facts which
I shall record in this volume. But I need not
make this declaration—for ye know that the words
in which I have just related the substance of this
history, are the words of sober truth ; because ye
have been diligent observers of these laws and in-
stiutions of the mighty Penn.”

Now suppose that this grave and elderly man,
and ninety nine others like himself, should spend
all their days in endeavoring to impose this sup-
posed book, filled with such infamous falsehood,
on the Pennsylvanians and the world ; would they
succeed?! No; they would as soon stop the river
St. Lawrence were it rushes down the falls of Ni-
mgara, with a feather! or dry up the fountains of
the great deep, with a blowpipe ! However the im-

-
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possibility of forging, and imposing the Holy
Scriptures on mankind, is not less than the impos-
sibility of impesing such a book upon us. ¢“Ah!
but,” says one, “the cases are not entirely par-
allel.” We grant it. But the supposed history
of Pennsylvania would have the advantage, with
respect to imposition, on its side. For it would
not interferc, as the Scriptures do, with the inter-
ests and passions of mankind. It would not demand
the sacrifices, which the Ggspel requires of us,
Therefore, it seems that the impossibility of im-
posing such a book on us, is not so great, as the
impossibility of forging and imposing on mankind,
that Holy Book which requires us to crucify every
corrupt passion of our hearts.

Thus we may see, that the Holy Scriptures are
the Records of truth; and that the external evi-
dences of the Christian Religion, have been hand-
ed down to us in such a manner, as is not suscep-
tible of deception. Hence it is evident, that Chrise
tianity is a Revelation from God. | )
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ESSAY XXX,

Predictions now fulfilling demonstrate the Truth
of the Sacred Rcecords,

THE unbelief of the human heart, respecting
things of a divine natwse, is greater than most men
conceive. There is an evil heart of uabelief in
man, which is ever ready to incline him to depart
from the living God, and too often to deny his Ho-
Iy Religion, by calling in question the Truth and
authenticity of those Records, which hand down te
usits external cvidences. How many men, though
boasting of the dignity of their nature, and the ac-
cutcencess of their reason, deny the Truth of the Holy
Bible, although this denial is pregnant with obsur-
ditics too glaring for them not to perceive in oth-
er cases !

God pitics our weakness, and eur natural incli-
nation to unbelief; and not content to resist this
evil inclination, by guarding the Truth of the Sac-
rcd Records, in constituting them so as to render
it impossible, that they should have been forged,
and imposed onthe world; he condescends to set
the broad seal ofhis own truth unto these Records.
—He¢ constantly gives ocular demonstration of
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their truth, by the accomplishment of t?\osc pre-
dictions contained in them, which are daily fullil-
ing before our eycs. o
Did miracles establish the Truth of Christianity
ix the Apostolic age? Did the fulillment of pro-
phecies then assure the world, that the Religion of
Christ was a Revelation from heaven ? So does the
coinpletion of predictions in our day, assure us
that the Records which eontain the external evi-
dences of the Christian Rcligéion, are Rccords of
truth.,  So wonderfully is our Holy Religion con-
stituted ! So wondcerfully has God guarded its
Truth ! Lect the heart of every Christian, swell
with gratitude to God, for his great goodnessin
affording such dbundant motives to faith—in that
Religion which is infinitely important to mankind !
\When we compare the present state of the
Church with the Gespel, we sce, that it fullsinfi_
pitely below that excellence, which Christ requires
of his pcople. The Church is greatly degenerated
from that state of purity, in which she shown with
so much lustrc in the Apostolical age.—She is
dreadfully corrupted in fiith and practice. Vol-
umes might bLe filled with the false doctrines,
which arc advanced as the doctrines of Christ—

doctrines aboiminable in their nature, and danger-

ous iu their terdency. Noris the Church less cor-

rupted in practice than in faith. Itisa lamentzble

truth, that ell kinds of vices end abon inations, are
i
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- committed by th:ose who c‘ul tliemselves the follow-
crs cf the Tloly Jesus.

This dreadful cerruption, and the consequences
vi Lich unbelievers draw from it, cun never be suf-
Jiziently leniented by real Christians,

Ilowever, we have one thing to comfort us—
"T1:is very coriuption, which is frequently made a
pretext to deny the Sacred Records, is an unan-
sweralle argument in favor of their Truth; for
1wary of the predictions contained in them are
;-.:.cm:}plished 1n it.

Le upostacy of the Church of Rome was accu-
'ate.y forctold by the Apostles, und recorded in
the New Testament. How particularly does the
A peetle deseribe her corruption, her usurpation
cf civil autherity, her claim to universal dominion,
2nd her bLlasphcmous assumption of the horors
which belong to God only. ¢ Now the Spirit speak-
cth expressly, that in the latter times some shall
depart from the fuith, giving hecd to the seducing
spirits, and doctrines of devils; speaking Iics in
hypccrisy : having their consciences scared with a
het iren; forbidding to marry, and commanding to
aLstsin lrom meats.””* ¢« Fer that day”  of judg-
n:ent ¢ sh:all not come, cxcept there come a falling
away first, and that man of sin be revecaled, the
con of perditicn; who opposeth, and exaltceth him-
scif above all that is called God, or that is wor:

* 1. Zim. 4. 1. 2. 3.
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shipped; so that he, as God, sitteth in the temple
of God, showing himself that he is God:” ¢ Evea
him whose coming is after the working of Satan,
with all p'/ower, anl signs, aad lying wonders, and
with all decciveableness of unrightcousnessin them

that pcrish.”’*
Is this prophetic descripticn of the church of

Rome, given by St. Paul morc than sevénteen hun-
¢red years ago, inferior in propricty to any which
a historian might have given? Ilad Rome set for
her likeness, could'a better onc have been drawn ?
It is well known that she has arroga .ted to herseif
“all power” human and divine ; and that to cs-
tablish this power she bas excrcised delusive
“signs and lying wonders, with all decciverbleness
of unrighteousness.” The popes Lave exaited
themselves above all that is called God, claiming
universal dominion. - According to the most cr3-

inent “popish writers; they have announced unto

the world, that the pope only ought to usz the ¢n-
signs of royalty; that all princes ought to kiss Lis
foot; and that he has power to dcposc eperors.
“ He sits in the tecmple of God, shewing himself
‘that he is God,” claiming the prerogratives which
belong only to God himself. The poics have de-
clared, in the face cf the world, that the name of
the pope is the only namne under heaven; and that

his name alcne should be recited ni the churches
* 2. Thess. 3. 4. 9. 10.
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T'he church of Rome kas “forbidden” her priests,
her monks and her nuns “to marry;”” and coms
manded all men te ¢ abstain from mecat,” at such
and such times. She is full of the spirit of ses
duction, and eminent for ¢the doctrines of devils.”
The proof of this we shall more than see, we shall
indignantly fcel it, if we consult the tax book of
ofthe Roman chancery. This book is a scandal te
human naturc. In it the price of every crime 1s
rated—so much for murder—so much for assassin-
ation—so much for incest! Indeed she has so cor-
rupted herself, that she is no longer the Church
of Christ, but she is the synagogue of Satan—the
wkhore of Babylon.

But it is not in the ehurch of Rome only, that
we sce depravity and degeneracy from the purity
of the Gospel-—we see them also in the Protestant
churckes. In the lands of Protestanism, where
the Word of God is not only acknowledged,
but is opento the inspection of all classes of men,
how greatly do ignorance, vice and impiety abound !
Here the completion of the following prediction is
daily before oureyes; giving us a sad lesson on
the depravity of human nature, and a demonstra-
tive proof of the Truth of the Holy Scripturcs.
« This know also, that in the last days pecrilous
times shall come. Formen shzall be lovers of their
own selves, covelous, boasters, proud, blasphe-
sners, disobedient to parcnts, unthank{ul, unholy,
without natural affection, trucc breakers, false ac-
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cusers, incontinent, fierce despisers of those that
are good, traitors, heady, highminded, lovers of
nleasurcs more than lovers of God ; having a form
of godliness, but denying the power thereof’* O
Lord ! how dreadflully do we fulfil this propliecy?

In the consequences of this general degeneracy
from primative Christianity, we sec the accown-
plishment of another prediction : “All that wiil
live godly in Christ Jesus, shall suffer persccu-
tion’t We have great rcason to be thaukful unte
God, that in our happy Country, the cruel and
bloody hand of persecutionis restrained. We are
rot tried with cruel scourgings, bonds, and im:-
prisonment—we are not stoned, sawn asunder,
sluin with the sword, led to the burning stake ! Yet
this prediction so dreadfully fulfiiled in some ages
and countries, is not without its accomplishment
among cven us. If we are free from the force of
the hand of persccution, we are not {ree from the
ehafts ofher tongue. These, dippedin the poison
of asps, too often fly thick arouad us, and spread
dcath among our comforts!

‘The present condition of the Jews, is a very re-
markible accomplishment of prophecy. They are
scattered among all nations cf the carth, a bye word,
and a reproach, oppresscd and afflicted ! yet they
remain a distinct pcople. ¢ And they shull fall by
the cdge ol the sword, said Jesus Christ, and shall

_* 2. Ti.’no 3; lo 20 30.4- 5- 2- T ."ns..-):- 3\ 120 N
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be led awsy coptive into all nations: and Jerusa-.
lem shall be trodden dovn of the Gentiles, until
the times of the Gentiles be fulfillsd.”*  And more.
than three thousund years aso, Moses foretold their
presont naticnal ¢distress, “ And the Lord shall
ecaiier thee amongy all people, from the one end
oi thc carth even unto the other.”  “ And among
these nations shalt thou fird no ease, neither shall
the sole of thy foct have rest.” ¢« And thou shalt
be an astenishment, a proverb, and a bycword, a-
mong all tlie nzations whitker the Lord shall lead
thce.”’t The completion of these predictious is
tefere cur eyes: and we must be in more than E-
rvitien derlkoess, if we do not perceive in them
ti.c Tivth of thsse Records by which they are
trensnelited to us.

Evcn infidels afford aw/lul evidence of the Truth
of tic Holy Bible. For while thcy deny the Truth
cf thic Hely Scripture, and make a scoff of the ex-
cecding greut and precious [romiscs made therc-
in (o ti:e pecple of God, they give completion to

scrue cf the prophecics contained it it. They do
¢t sceru to think, that in them we have ocular de-
menstrazicn of ihe divinity of the IToly Scripture;
while we sce intthem the fulfilmeat of the predic-
ticn of St. Feter. ¢ There shall come in the last
ders scoifers, walking alter their own lusts, and.

* Luke. 21, 24,

T Lcur. 28, 57,
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saying, where is the promise of his coming? for
since the fathers {ell asleep all things coutmue as
they were from the beginning of the cireation.”

In these predictions, and muany others iulallmg
in our day, we have evidence direcily from God

himself, of the Truth of the Sacred Records. The
cxternal evidences of the Christlan Religien, in
miracles and predictioas already fuifiiled, are con-
firmced unto us, by th» operations of Providence in
Lringing forvard events, long since foreold by the

provhes of God. Therefoce thesc evilonce

us

NFORE
so conveyed down to us in the Suered VWiillugs, as
not to admit a possibility of deccption. The Sac-
red Records are so constructed, having the histor=
ical parts thercof so intimately intcrwoven with the
doctrines and institutions of the Christian Reli-
gion, that in the very nature of.th'mgs, it is impos-
sible they should ‘have been forged, and imposed
on the world. And to give us more dicect assur-
ance of their Truth, God has added hLis own testie
mony—hc has given us ocular demonstration,
that these Records are divine, by fuliilling befora
eur eycs a number of predictions countained in
them.

Christianity, therefore, bears the test of all those
Rules, which ought to be applied to any Religion,
claiming the character of Divine Revclation. It
bears the application of those Rules with increas-

¥R Pt S 34,
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g lustre.  Its excellence is not diminished in eur
eyes, by the severest examination; but its glory
Increases upon us,as we appreach nearer unto it.
We love it the miere, as we understand it the bet-
ter; because it is from the world of light—it is
the Religion of God.

The attacks of infidelity against Christianity are
s}l in vain, They can make no impression onit;
for itis founded on th= rock of eternal Truth.—
There is not the least danger, that it will ever be
overthrown. But there is great danger, that vast
muititudes of men will be forever lost, by reject-
ing the Gospel. Those who can renounce the
-Christian Religion, tevile its doctrines, despisc the
excellence of its moral obligations, and spurn the
richness of its grace, in the face of evidence so
conclusive, have reasen to fear. God may deliver
them up to judicial blindness, darkness, and mise-
vy forever—for rejecting that Recligion, the evid-
ence of which can be resisted by nothing but ob-

stinacy of wiil.

ESSAY XXXL

The Efficacy of Christianity.

CHRISTIAMITY came down from.the warld
ef light, from the God of truth and grace, to bless

»~
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the sons of men witli ¢“the excellency of the -
knowledze of Christ Jesus our Lord.,” We have
seen the Truth of this established, by the arguments -

which have been already olcred for this pur-

pose.
But if Christianity came from God, hava we not

a ri;-"it to expect, that consequences of the highest
importance to mankind, will result from it? Un-
doubtedly we have. We have aright to expect
from the Rclig'ion 6f Jesus Christ, in its applica-
tion to human socicty, to the hcarts and lives of
mackind, the happicst effects.  Itis not possible,
that a Rzlizioon'of so rauch excellence; so harmao-
nious in its-doctrines, so puare in its law, so awful
in its threatenings, so rich in its promises, so for-
cil:le in 1ts Truth, siiould not be attended with an
cfiicacy truiy groat and glorious.

But has Christianity, in this respect, iustified qur

reasouabic cxpectations ? Is it as beautiful, as love-
ly, waen reduced to practice,as when scen in the-

ory ? 1! as 1t added to the other evidences of its .

Truth,thut of a gloriouse ficucy !  IHas it restraia-
ed the fury of vice, and the madness of impiety ?

Has it arrcsied the sons of folly, in their dreadful
carcer to destruction, and turned their feet into the
paths of sober wisdem ? Has it smcothed the ruge
ged nature of man, and fitted him for his place in
socicty ! Have the natioas felt its happy power,

and rejoiced beneath its benign influence?  IHas .

I2.
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it irradiated the mind of man with the beams of
truth, and ennobled his heart with the grace of
Gcd? Has it alleviated the miseries of human
lifey and openred to the humble and good, the foun-

tains of divine consolation 2 The Christian Religion
has done 2ll this—and infinitely more ! It has rol~ -
led away the reproach of man by delivering the

sons of faith from the fear of death—by inspiring.
them with more than mertal courage to meet death
fn all his most terrific ferms ! It'has shed on the val-
ley of the shadow of death, the light of endless.
life ; and opened to the sons of God by fiith in

Christ, the gates of everlasting glory.—Countless
multitudes have already entered; and a goodly

number are now on their way:

When thie doctrines of Christ came pure from
the first ministers of the Gospel,and were enforced
with visible marks of divine authenticity, they de-
scended on the world like the showers of the south_
in the heat of summer, on a thirsty land! They
produced glorious and happy effects. That dearth
of truth and righteousness, which had long pre-
vailéd in the world, and which threatened the ex-
termination of moral life from the society of men,
gave place to a plentiful and vigorous growth of
virtue and piety, with all the fruits of divine peace
and consolation.

On the day of Pentecost, the Apostle Peter ar-
osc, and in the demenstrations of the spirit of God,
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. delivered the great truths ef his exalted and Hély‘
Master—His tongue glowed with the fire of inspi-

ration, and his doctrines fell on his hearers, as the .

Holy Ghost had just fallen on him, like the rush-
ing of a mighty wind ! Multitudes, of different
nations, felt the force of divine eloguence and
trath, and three thousand were added to the
Church of Christ.

WWhile the Gospecl was preached in purity, in
truth .and faith, it spread with amazing rapidity
through the world ; so that in the course of a few
years, Europe, and a great part of Africaand Asia,
were filled with its doctrines. And had the
Church remained pure in faith and practice; the
Gospel, in a short time, no doubt, would have fil-
led the earth with the kndvﬂedge of God, as the
waters cover the face of the great deep. But the
mystery of iniquity entered the Church, and dire-
ful have been the conscquences! However, the
man of sin shall be destroyed, and the Gospel will
manifest its glorious efficacy, by bringing the
whole world under its peaceful sway.

But as these general considerations may not
make such lively impressions, as more particular
views might do, we shall endeavor to draw nearer
to this ;ubjept, and contemplate the efficacy of the
Gospel in some particular cases. Behold that
man. What was he a few years ago? It is
scarcely in the power of language to give his true

[ 4
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character, to describe the baseness of his heart, -

end the crimes of his life. He had departed from
truth and righteousness. He had drunken in ini--
quity with greediness, and bcceme practically ac-
quainted with almest cvery sbomination committed
urder heaven. lic was a pest to society, asource
ef vezation ond grief to his f'riepds, a monster of
vice and imrplety, a disgrace to human nature !
But what is he now ! The reverse of whut he
then wasinall things. For he has heard the Gospel
preached iapurity and power,and experienced its
cficacy in the transformation of his heart, and the
rcformation of hislife. The doctrines of Religion,
forcibly pressed upon his mind, by the demonstra-
“tion of the' Spirit, fastcned cn his conscience with
all the power of eternal truth.
Thre doctrines of Justice contained in the Gose
pel; arrcsted the sinner.  The light of the holy
Jaw flashed around his heart ; and its curses soun-
Ced in Lis cars more dread{ully than peals of thun-
der! The clouds of divine vengeance; lowering
over Lis hcad, scemed ready to break, and to dis-
charge upon him the indignation of an angry God.
Lismuy took full possession of his soul ! His eyes
rolled in-wild confusion, and his heart secmed to
die within kiia ! Dut the delay to execute the sen-
“tence of death, which was displayed beforc him in
fiery pomp, gave occasion for a gleam of hope,
which darting through his soul #h invigorating

.
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ifmpulse, broke open the fountains of godly. spr-
row.* The tears fcll fast from his eyes, and la-
mentation and prayer, niingled with d¢ep groans,
fell as fust from bis lips. The anguish of his con-
scicnce wus dreadful ; Lutit was not of long dura-
ticn.  The sun of rightcousness arose upon him
with heualing in his wings; his fcars fled away,

r.d the thick elouds of his guilt were dispersed.
Then truth ard rightzousness, peace and joy,
snrang up in his soul—for he felt that e was trans.
luted from the regions of darkness and sin, into the
Lkingdom of Ged’s dear Son—He felt that he was
born of God, and made an heir of eternal hfc
. through Jesus Christ.

Under theinfluence of the principles of Religion
then planted in his heart, he has since lived in all
holy conversation and godlicess—an affectionate
husband, a kind and prudznt parent,and a ‘fgit,hful
friend—an bonor to the Church, and a blessing to
thc world. In the purity of his principles and life,

sirasted with his former views and conduct, we
‘sce the most decisive evidence of the efficacy of the
~Lristian Religion. . o

But Le is rnot 2alone. Ti;e/r.c.are others who have
felt the happy efficcts 6f the Gospel. Multitudes
now [celits efficacy, and rejoice in the richness of

* The terrcrs of the law atcne, will newer Aro-
duce true repentance. There must be some view

of Divine gosdness, some hopie of the mercy of God,
ko mclt the heart into godly sorrew. .

L g e - =
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its grace. Thousands and tens of thousands, un-
der the influence of that Religion, whose efficacy
is almighty to save, when it is properly applied,
have been transformed by the renewing of tneir
mind, turncd from darkness to light, and from the
power of Satan unto God.

The efficacy of the Gospel, is greater than we
generallyv apprehend., We shall see thisin a
strong light, if we consider how universal and las-
ting are the cffccts of the Christian Religion.—
Where is the man in Christendom, who has never®
felt, in the least degree, the power of the Gospel ?
Where is the man, who has fully eradicated {rom
his mind, the great truths of Christianity ? It is.
readily granted, that the Gospel does not cffecta
saving change in the minds of most men; but will
it therefore follow, that it has no effect on them ?
Certainly it will not. Besides a common influe
encc, which restrains the fury of passion, sociali-
zcs the afiections and smooths the manners of man-
kind, the Gospcl opcrates with peculiar force on
the mind of man in certain periods of life. Even
infidels, who have exerted their utmost ability to
overthrow the authority of Christianity, and to de-
stroy its influence on themsclves, when pressed to
serious reflection by their near approach to the e-
ternal world, have gencrally confessed the Truth
and power of our Holy Religion. 1Ve could give
a long list of the names of men, who haye been re-;
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markable for their violence against Christianity;
and as remarkable for their dcep anguish on ac-
count of that violence. Their unwearied labors,
their indefatigable pains, were all in vain. The
"Cruth of Christianity arose in mighty power,at the
spproach of death—wand all their fortifications of’
unbelief were laid low in the dust !

How died Voltaire, the apostle of infidelity
in France ? In the rcnunciation -of his deistical
principles, and in the acknowledgement of the
Truth of the Gospel*—in the terrors of despair,
torturcd with the expectation of the fiery indigna-
tion of the Son of God, whom he had so horridly
blasphemed. ¢ Crush then, docrush the wretch,”
had been his exhortation to his infidel brethren.+—

But now he felt, that the hand of him whom he
had vowed to crush, was crushing him! This he-
ro of modern infidels, would fain have returned
to the bosom of Christianity, for relief in the cx-
tremity of his distress—But it seems it was too
late ! He died in horrors inexpressible! The
circumstances of his decath were so terrible
that his attendants and physicians fled from his.
presence.i  So died, in all the anguish of despair,

* Momet’s minutes, a notary at Paris.

t Volraire used to call our ''»eerd Saviour, the
wretchy, and he vowed he would crush him.

Y M. Le Luc’s letiers.
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Diderot and D’Alembert, Lis friends and compan- -
ions in inidelity.

Bchold the proud boaster of reason, the impious
Puinc ! VWhat a sad and impressive lesson, docs
he afford, of the miserable darkness of huma: rea-
son! T'his vuin idolizer of reason, and bold bLlase
phemer of the iloly Jesus, hus given decisive evi-
dence of the imbecility and perversion of his mind.
His pvinciples.of inflidelity, which he would have
us to believe are those of philosophiy, matured in
this ostentutious agz of imaginary reason, arec mar- -
ked with all the characte.istics of foily, in the ac--
tions of his life,and the circumnstancas of his death. -
Paine, in Lkis last momcats, ccuid not bear soli.
tude : to be left alone, was to him insufferable.— -
In the greatest agounizs of mind, and with a voice
that alarmed all around him, he incessantly cried
for hours together: ¢« O Lord help me, God help
me, Jcsus Christ help me.”* But when he was
asked, Do you beiicve that Jesus Christ is the
Son of God ¢ he answcred, ¢ I have no wish to be- -
lieve on that subject.”t

How inecxpressibly miserabie was Paiue, in his -
last moments! So deeply impressed with the
Truth ofAChristianity, that he could. rot refrain
from calling on the Lord Jesus Christ for help——
yet so greatly corrupted in heart, that he had no -

® Dr. Manley’s letter, published in Cheetham’s
life of Paine, Page 305, t ibid Page 307. .
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vish to bLelieve on him; or if he had such a wish,
hc was so full of ¢“excessive pride of opinion,
cosumate vanity, and inordinate self-love,” that
he would not acknowledge the existence of sucha
wish. And how many of the companions of Paine,
have died in a similar manner?

How invincible is Trutk ! How lasting the im-
pressions, which are made on the mind of man, by
the Christian Religion! Valtaire and his compan-
ions, Paine and his asscciates, applied themselves
with great assiduity to the work of destruction—
they endeavored to erase every trait of religious.
truth from their minds, and all scnse of obligation
wrising from the Gospel, from their consciences,
But they labored in vain. The Truth of Jesus
Christ was too mighty for them. While health
grave them an oppoitunity of dissipating thought
ir the bustle of life, or of drowning reflection in
riot and debauchery, the Truth scemed to slcep.
But when the voice of death was heard, the Truth
arose with increased vigor, and, rushing upon
them like a man of var, tcok from them all their
armour wherein they trusted. The sche.aes of
infidelity, with which they had pleased themselves,
and on which they had grounded their miserable
hope, vanished away like the baseless fubric of a
c¢ream ; while the truths of the Gospel stood aw-
fully manifested beforc them. Men may despise
the Truth, when presentcd by the hand of Mercy
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~but they cannot despise it, when Justice presents
it. The Gospel will take effect; it will be asa-
vour of life unto life, ora savour of death untp.
death. |

Behold on the bed of languishment the gasping-
mortal; in the agonies of death. A deadly paleness
in his counterance, and a cold sweat on his facc, in-
dicate tiie ncar approach of dissolution. Decath.
has gained his vital parts ; pulsation has ceased in.
the extremitics ; and the powers of nuture sink a--
pace. A few moments, and the vital laine will be
extinguished. He is just now going to bid adieu
to all things belew the sun, to close his eyes in the:
darkness of death, and to take his flight to an eter--
nal worid! But how does he meet death? Does a .
dark cloud hang over, time and a darker over eter-
nity? Does “remorse for the past throw his
thought on the future, and worst dread of the fu-
ture drive it buck on the past?” Is he racked
with the anguish of uncertainty, or the tortures
of despair ? Have the terrors of decath taken holdon.
him ? O! no~—Death his no terror for him. There
is no darkness to him in this land of shades. The
prospect before him is divinely pleasing and ineffa-
bly glarious ! For he is a Christian indeed. The.
light of the glory of God, in the face of Jesus
Christ; now shines on his path. He now drinks,.
even in the midst of death, of the waters of life,.
flowing through the Gospel from the fountain of s-

‘
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ternal Truth, and rejoices in the life of God—Hea-
ven bursts upon his sight! He shouts ! he shouts
in ehe full triumph of faith! ¢« O. death! where is
thy sting ? O grave! where is thy victory ! Thanks:
be to God, who giveth us the victory, through our
Lord Jesus Christ ”” There breathed the spirit of
a true Christian, and of a true hero—How he
smiles in death! He is gone—gone to the bosom,
of God! |

How divine is the efficacy of christianity.! and to.
what greatness and glory does it elevate the real
Christian ! May we all feel the happy efficacy of
the Gospel in the hour of dcath ! God grant us.
this favor through Jesus Christ !

ESSAY XXXIL

The real Christian cn}oya a divine Sense of the Truth
of Christianity.

AS God is imwmutable in his nature, he could:
have had no view to self-in terest,. nthe creation-
of the world. And, therefore, as he is full of all
goodness, it is reasonable to conclude, that over-.
flowing benevolence, boundless desire to commus-

icate happiness, gave birth to. nature. .

&
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This thought, while it places the character of
Dcity In the most glorious and lovely light, sug-
gests anothery which, if not se luminous, is at least
s delightful. The thought is this: When man
heartily embraces the Revelation of the will of
God, on the ground of the evidences with which it
-Is attended, he has a right to expect, that these e-
vidences will be corroborated with a divine senss
of the Truth of that Religion, which they go to es”
tablish. That boundless benevolence which gave
riso to creation, and bestowed the Gospel on man,
will evor prompt the Author ofnature and grace, to
insplire the bosom of the true believer with such a
sense of divine Truth. For of all the sensations of
which human nature is capable, therc is not one
moure plecasurable, or more neccssary to the safcty
of the real Christian, than a lively sense of the
‘Truth of Christanity.

We are alse lead to believe, that such a scnse-
exists in the minds of truc belivers, from a conside-
ration ol the nature of Religion descending from
God. The cfficacy which came under considera-
tion in the last Essay, arising from the excellent

nature, and inpressive weight, of the Gospel,
must produce adivine sense of the Trflth of Chris-

tianitys in the mind of the genuine Christian.
But does the Gospel agree with these rational
conclusions? Does it teach us tobelicve, thatits ef-

ficacy is attended with a scnse of its 1ruth, in.
4



[ 213 ]

the mind of the true Christian ? It does. ¢ He
that believeth on the Son of God, hath the witness
in himself.”® But what is this witness ? « The
Spirit itself beareth witness with our spirit, that
we are the children of God.”t But how
does the Spirit bear witness, that we' are the
children of Ged ? ¢ The love of Gd is shed a-
broad in our hearts by the Holy Ghost, who is gi-
ven unto us.”’} According to the Gospel, the love

of God shed abread in our hearts by the Holy
Ghost, is the witness of the Spirit. This divine
nature, diffused through all the powers of our
souls, and attended with an inexpressible sense of
heavenly joy, establishes, beyond all doubt, eur
sonship by faith in Jesus Christ ; and consequent-
ly confirms the Truth of the Christian Religion,
under the influence of which we have received a-
doption into the family of God. |
But does this agree with the experience of the
genuine Christian ? It does. He enjoys a sensible
nternal evidence of the Truth of the Gospel.  This
i8 a natural consequence of the efficacy of Christi-
anity. Can a man be turned from darkness to
light, and from the power of Satan unto God, with-
out the knowledge of this great change, or without
& sense, that the principles which have effected it,

¢ John, §. 10. t Rom. 8. 16.
§ Rom. 5. 5.
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of a divine nature ? Cuna muen, under the influence
of the Gospaly iccrive the love of God shed abroad
in his heurt—cifiused through all the powers of
his scul as the principle of a newnature, and as an
incxhzustible scurce of consulaticn, and know no-
thing of it, or be distituce of a lively sensation, that
the Gospel is of Ged ?

The undue iimpressions which we suilcr exter-
nal clbjects tomeke on cur passions, and the impro-
per inferences which we draw from the feclings of
our hearts, uafc, indced, sources of crrors great and
dangerous. But will it, thercfore, follow, that the
scusations of our hearts, which arisc from the im-
pressicns cf truth itselfy end promote its praciical
dictatcs, arc unrcasonable, or that the infercnces
drawn from them must be fullacious? When prin-
ciples, the truth of which the mind clearly per-
ccives from demonstrative cvidence, arc applied to
the heart, and the application is attended with the
happiest consequences; when the whole heart is
transformed, corruption giving place to purity, the
tyrany of passion, to the mild government of en-
lightened reason, strife and misery to the peace and
pleasurcs of God ; is it possible in such a case,
that there should be no inward sensc of the divine
nature of the principles, under which such giori-
ous effects have taken place? And can we belicve
that such a scense, so agrecable 1o the hest dictaics
of reason; e favorabic to virtue, and so productive of
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happiness, is groundless and fallacious, and that it
ought to have no weight with rcasonable men?
Impossible.

But why do we argue? We will appeal unto
those who have truly and heartily embraeced the
Christian Religion. Thousands and tens of thou-
sznds, who have gone to mingle with that happy
multitude which no man can rumber, have Icft‘be-
hind them a tcstimony, that they cnjoyed the scnse
of divine Trugh, which we have now under consi-
deration.  Thousands of rational men and women,
now living inthe world, can bear testimony to the
same truth.

It is the genuine cxperimental Christian, on
whom this evidence operates so forcibly. The
norainal Christian, and the unbeliever, have no part
in it. They may, however, find an argument in
favor of Christianity, in the testimony of those who
enjoy this sense of divine TAfh. For it affords
cvidence of no inconsidcrable weight. Multitudes
of honest men, whose word bears the highest de-
gree of credit 1n temporal affairs, declarc unto us
that they enjoy an 1aternal scnse of the Truth of
the Gospel. Many of these are men of the first a-
bilities Loth patural and acquired.

There is, indeed, in the mind of the real Chris-
tian, a lively sense of divine Truth, arising from
the happy experience of the cfficacy of the Gospel. -
This is superior to all those evidences which we
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have hi herto considered. Itis the Lest of all ars
egumen‘s in favor of the Gospel, becuuse it arises
from the enjoyment of its spiritaal Licssings. It
is an a-gument addressed to the understunding by
the se isibiiity of the heart. No evidence is more
dircct; for !t rescmbles that whicli a ‘nan has of
his own existence. I know thut I an, because }
feel that I am. I know that Christiaaity is truc,
because I feel its Truth within me.

We do not raean, that this evidence is superier
to «ll others, because 1t is more demonstrative
but because, while it carries the fullest conviction
with it, 1t is attended with more satisfaction and
advantage. What eternal advantage can any tnan
derive from the fullest persuasion of the Truth of
Christianity in his mind, ifhis heart take no part in
this persuasion? Notany. But vihen this persuc-
sion descends from tie mind to the heart, and
mects with cordiaggeception there, it produces a
lively sense of the Truth of the Gospel, attended
with inexpressible satisfaction.  This sense patu-
rally returns to the und~"stancing, and increasecs
the conviciicn from which it arose; and this in-
creased conviction, again descending to the heart,
operates with increased power. A cominunigation
founded on the natural const'tution of the soul, is
kept open between the heart and the mind, in which
the sensibility of the former, and the conviction of
the latter, opcrate reciprocally on cach other, and
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produce the happiest cffects.  Thus the Christian
is rmorc and mors confirmedin the faith, and morc
stroncly stimula =il to be active wnd assiduous in
the parsuit of Chuistian viviues., He dail;ad vanCe:s
in the love of Goud, and in the love of man.—
Through the operation of -that {uith which is of
God, and which bas cqually to do with his under-
stai ding, and his heart, he graduaily advances in
mor:l excellence, until he becomes truly fit for
the enioymcntof cternal life,through Jesus Chrise
our Lo.d. *

This iaward evidence gives its possessora vigor
more thun mortal; and affords him support of a
divine natu.-e in the scvercst tiials of virctiie, by
giving him the enjoyment of unspeakable delight,
an undoubted pcrsuasion of the approbation and
protection of God, and the full assurance of ever-
lasting glory in the Kingdomof [Icaven. Besidcs’
it has, among other excellences, this in particular,
that he who truly possesses it, cannot doubt the
Truth of Christianity—because not only his under-
standing perceives, but his heart also feels, that
the Gospel is divine. He  Knows that it came
from God—because it discovers God unto him,
and unites him to his maker in the bonds of holy
love.

* This strongly marks Christianity, as a work of
the God of natwe. It is addressed to the whole

K



[ 218 ]

man—"ihe heart, as well as the mind, is required

1© know the Truth, the excellence, and the saving
power cf the Gospel of Christ.

-

ESSAY XXXIIT.

The subject briefy reviewed and concluded.

LET us now very briefly review the evidences
of Christianity, which have come under our con-
siderction in these Essays ; and we are persuaded
that we shall see, that we do pot depart from that
modesty which becomes human nature, in affirm-
ing that there is nathing within the bounds of the
knewledge of ran more certainly trus, than the
Christian Religion.

In the consideralion of this subject, we have
scen—that all cbjections against Revelation in gen-
cral, are cntirely groundiess—that a Rcveiation
from heaven is possible, with respoct both to God
and man—that Revelation is highly nccessary for
the salvation of mankind; because of the inability,
of reason to forin a perfect systein of Religion, und
to enforce known obligatious ; and because, in par-
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ticuiar, natural law, wers it fully knowa, is no*
suited to the conditioa of fuilen man—that Reve-
lation canno: dzrogate from the clory of the Di-
vine perfectiors, from the wisdom, holiness, and
majesty of God—and that from the necessity ef
man, the tendency of Revelation to promote order
among moral beings and to iicrease theirwelfare,
and from the moral characier of Gold, from lis in-
finite benevolence which prompts him to make his
subiects happy, it 1s higaly probuble, that.God
wouid give a Rovelution efhis will to man.  Walt
objection against Revelation in general, can,
thereforc, be offered with the least siadow of rcae
son ? |

Ve have also seen—that it is equally impossi-
blc to raise any reasonable objection against Reve-
lation in that particular form, in which itis found’
in the Christain Religion; because it contains no-
thing contrary to the nature of God—that the his-
torical parts of Christianity are consistent, and its
doctrines reasonable—~that the dectrines of the
Gospel, respecting moral evil, the incaination of
Christ, the atonement, and the Trinity, have noth-
ing in them repugnant to the nature of Godl.

We buve likewise seen—that Christianity is at-
tended with evidence of i*s Divine authority, in its
internal constitution ; its doctrines and laws being
impressed with the character of God—that it re-
sembles God in its perspicuity and sublimity, in its
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consistency and perfection as a body of divinitj, in
its holiness, proportion and energy, in the propri-
cty of its conditions, the promise of divine aid, and
the doctrine of Providence.
Rioreover we have seen—that thé Christian Re-

ligion is supported by external incontrovertible’

cvidence, addressed to the senses of mankinde—
that the testimory of Jesus Christ and his apos-
tles, is worthy of the highest degree of credibility
—thut 2 vast number of gemuine miracles demone
strate the Truth of the Gospel—ana that this Tiuth

i mm.ll; demonstrated by a great nuthber of pre-

dictions accurately accomplished long snbscquent
te tholr “Lblvc t:on in the world :

SANY clave s o see*x-—-m tt‘wse extemnl cvlden-

.ces have Loen so nanded down to us, as to exclude
:u.; c..,cclxuon and errm, respe.ctmg thelr Trulb--
that. it was impossible to fo)‘ge, ‘and impose on
mznkind the Sacred wrmngs which convéy thiese
(ndcnccs to us—-—and tuat the authenucy of thb

----

pht ten of predxcuo,ns in our day.

Ve have likewise secn-.—that thxa gra.nd assem-_
L lagc of arguments and demonstrations,. is carrob-
crated by a glorious efficacy attending the preach-

.ing of the Gospel, and a divine sense of its truth

in thq minds of true believera. . ,
On this.brosdand ﬁrlg hgsis the C lmstum Rcl‘!g;'
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stands ;-and here it will forever stand—the admis
-pation of the wise—and the hope of the good.

Let us now divest ourselves of the influence of
spassion and prejudice, and remeve every thing
sthich would obstruct the operation, or restrain the
ritional liberty, of our intellectual powers, Inout
decisions on this important subject. And lst us
ask oirselves; eah we reject the Christlan Religion
without renouncing ‘natural Religion also? And af-
ter sich rejection; can we: claim the prerogatives
of reasonable beings 7 can' we rank aurselves among
mten 'who have the: use of their rational and moral
powers? And can we require.evidence, it atiy ¢ase
trhatever, as the groond-of faithy or as a-motive to-
sctiont ?. .

‘We must confess, that it is difficult for us-to con--
oeive hew any man can candidly consider phese e~
videnées; and not-be-convinced, that the Gospel is
divine. It appears to us impossiblc—For thews e-°
vidences are so nwmerous, so full, so strong, so-
perfectly conchusive, that their weight, though
their tature is different, is eqial to mathematical-
‘demonstratipn.¢

We must acknowlédge, that the mind of man
long accustomed to error, often becomes incapahie
of perceiving the force of truth; because it loses
ﬂs capacity of candid examination. To sucha mind,
€Hristianity, though surrounded with all the splen- -
ior of divine cvi_dq_ncu, mé’aw" be an db]ecl of
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doubt. However, 2 wish may remain to return ts

Christ, if the Truth of his Religion could be ascen-
tained. There is a dircct way, for persons in such -
a state, to obtain the Truth. ¢ My doctrine, said’
Jesus Christ, is not mine, but his that sent me. If
any man will do his will, k¢ shall know the doctrine,
whether it be of God, or whether I speak of my-

sclf’>" Let them take this direction. Let them

sincerely do what they know to be the will of Ged,

and humbly ask him for the knowledge of truth.

They who do so, will assuredly find the Truth of
our Holy Religion: they will be enabled both to

perceive and feel that the Gospel is of God.

The Gospelis, indeed, of God ; and it will remain
forever. It is founded on a rock, and the gatesof
hell will not prevail againstit. The oppositions
of ungodl:'1men, and the ¢xertions of satanical powe
ers against the Gospel, may effect the eternal des-
truction of thousands of men, but they cannot ef-
fcct the dastruction of the Christian Religion.

The weceld shall fail and waste away ; the hea-
vens shall be rollcd togcther as a scroll; nature.
shall grow uld with age, and the sun shall decay
and die—but the Religion of the Son of God shall
abide forever. All the parts thereof, which relate
to this world, shal: k-ve their full accomplishment
in the economy of time ; and its great principles of
truth and love, shall extend through the economy.
of eternity, and operate on the society of the bles-

sed to increase their happiness and glory foreyge.

e e
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God grant that we may know the Truth of this:
Holy Religion—May we feel its power, obey its
obligations, and receive the full accomplishment
of its promises, in the profession of eternal iifeg.
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen:

THE END..
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