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ADVERTISEMEN'Y.

'THIS little work was originaliy intend
ed for the use of some young persons,
with whom 1 am connected, During 2
visit I paid last year to the Bishop of
Chester (Dr. Porieus) at his delightful
sarscnay: at Hunton in Keni, I shewed
his lordship a sketch of the first and se-
cond chapter, and gave him a general
acccunt of what I meant to introduce in
the sequel. He said that something of
this kind was muech wanted; aad that a
mmprehcnswe ew of the priacipa’ -
dences of CHRISTIANITY, drawn up 1)
such a manner as to fix the attention
without fatiguing it, might be highly
aseful 1 establishing the religious prin-
ciples of our youth, at the:r iirst entrance
into the worid. He was pleased to ex.
press, in pretty strorg terms, his appica
bation of my whole plan, and of the
exgeytion, as far as he had goen it, He
43




e ADVERTISEMENT.

favoured me, both at that time, and af-
-terwards, in the course of our correspon-
dence, with important hints for the ma-
nagement of some parts of the subject.
A nd he desired me to finish the perform-
ance as soon as possible, and send it to
the press.

On the strength of this encourage-
ment chiely, I have ventured to make
it publick. And to his lordship, as a
smail, but affectionate, memorial of the
friendship with which he has long ho-
noured me, and to which I am indcoted
for some cf the happiest days of my life,
I beg leave to inscribe it.

J. BEATTIL.

1785,
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INTRODUCTION.

r[‘ll.-\'l‘ there is in the world., and that
for more than seventeen hundred vears there
has been. a ReviGioN called THE CHRISTI-
aN. will hardly be controveited: and that it
must have derived its origin frem some per-
son or persens, who introduced and taught it,
~eems te be equally certain, and will not be
denied by those who allow a cause to be ne-
cessary to the production of an effect.

This religion. say the christians, derives
its origin from Jestvs Curist; a person of
unequalled wisdom, unexampled goodiiess,
and superna‘ural power; who tanght it te
his di~ciples, commarding them to preach
it in all nations. This reiigion, savs the in-
iidel, admitting that Jesus introduced it, de-
vives its origin from 1mposture and falsel:oo0d,
and owes its continuance to the enthusiasm,
the knavery. and the folly of mankind.

The tendency of this religion, say its ene-
mies, is to darken and bewilder the under-
standing, to interrupt the pleasurves of life,
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i INTRODUCTIUN.

to confctind humian affairs, to debase tha
mind by superstitioi, and te make men timo-
veus and cruel.  Tiie tendency of this religi-
on. say they who are better acyuainted with
it is to enlighten the mind with true wisdom
to hasish superstition ; to promot2 universal
righteousnéss, charit v, and peace ; to comfort
us i adversity, and give prosperity its high-
est reiish; to encotirage the wiost trahs~port-
ing hopes. with fcll assurance that they will
not be dirappoivted; to vepiess every male-
volent and everv evil pazsion . o make men,
whatever their outward circumstances may
be, resigmed and thankfal ; and. in a word.
ia pronrote their huppiness. both iu time, and
theough all eternity.

Opinions so opposite cannot both he irue
and they. whe have the means of knowing
ihe truth, might to inquire on which side it
lies. Jf this religion be from heaven, to be
indifferent wbout it 1z mmexcusable. and must
be dangerous. Ami no man 1= entitled to
say, that it is not from heaven, till Lie have
ytudied its evidence and doctrines, and found
the former insutlicient te satisfy u fait mind,
and the latter unworthy of a divine original,
‘I'o refuse to beliéve, or inquire abeut this
religion, hecansé sne inay have read or hoard
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INTRODUCTION: 3

ewme things plausibly written or said against
it, would be as uncandid, as to refuse all in-
formation concerning my character, for ex-
ample, except that which is known to have
been given by my mortal encmy. Between
the two cases, however, there iz this diffe-
veénce ; and a very considérable onée it seems
te be: To the greater part of mankind it is
2 matter of no moment to be informed, whe.
ther I be henest, or the contrary; a man of
xense, or a foel. But if the christian religion
be trueé, and that it is false has not yet been
proved, it must be a matter of infinite con-
cern to us all. that it be aceurately studied
and well understood:

In defence of christianity, many excellenit
books have been Written ; by Grotius, Clarke,
Locke, Larduér, Butler, West, Lyttleton,
Sherlock; and others, whose integrity and
learning will not be called in question. The
désign of this little work is, 1ot to supersede
a¥ unnceessary, but to recommend, and sevve
us an introduction te, the pérusal of those
zreat authors ; by showing as plainly, and as
bmeily as 1 can, to every candid readeér, and
especially to the young, that the evidence of
this religion is at least strong énough to mérit
Witentien and deliberate mquiry. If I can aés
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complish even this purpose. I shall d. service
to a cause. which. as a friend to mankind, I

have alwavs had very much at heart. For;

from several conversations which it has been
my chance to have with umbelievers, I have
learned, that ignorance cof ilic nature of our
religion, 2and a disinclination to stuay both
it and its evidence, are to be reckoned among
the chief causes of intidelity.

I have sometimes met with little practical
treatises, called Ten Minutc advice—to
those who arc about to engage in such or
such an enterprise. These performances may
aave their use, though they should not con-
tain a full detail of the business alluded to.
I mean to give Tiwo hours’ advice—to that
person, who mayv be in danger from the
bocks, or frem the company. of infidels, and
1= candid cnough to desire to be informed in
few words, whetl:er the evidence on the
other side be so plausible as to deserve the
notice of a rational mind. If 1 shall satisiy
himn that it is; he will natwaily lay me aside.
and have recourse, for further information, to
thoze authors who have gone through the
whoie subject, and illustrated and proved
many things, which the narrowness of my
plan permits wme only to eflinn, or perhaps
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INTRODUCTION. J

only to hint at. And, which is far the most
ymportant part of the whole procedure, he
will at the same time REVERENTLY CONSULT
those sacred oracles.which contain the history
of divine revelation ; and which he wiil find,
more frequently, perhaps. and more fully,
than Le could have imagined, to carry their
own evidence zlong with them. And when
he has done all this, in the spirit of candour,
and with an humble and doeile mind, and a
sincere desire to know the truth and his duty,
I may venture to assure him, that he wili
not regret the time he has employed in study,
and that {rem the writings or conversation
of unbelievers his faith will rever be in dan-
gcr any more.

'T'he reader now sees what is aimed at in
this little book. If he thinks my pretensions
too hizh, or my lhopes too sanguine, he will
allow. hawever, that, as the subject of a free
government, I have an undoubted right
(though a layman) to publish, whether they
be attended to or not, the reascns which Lave
determined me to adhere to that religion
wherein I had the happiness to be educated.
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CIAPTER

Rezelation is Useful a:d Necessdrif:

1‘11}: ¢videnee f the christian religion 32
a subject of great extent: all U purpose te d«
s, to give a summary view of it. U do nob
mean 1o produce proof for every one of the
usscrtions 1 may make cencerning imatters
of fuct ; for *his would require a wwat deal
of tnnL But knowing, that to the best causc
every sort of misreprescntation is injurious,
{ chall be careful to advance nothing as cer-
tain, but what does admit of proof, and has
actually been proved by the learned authors;
Wwho haveé distinguished themselvés on the
side of truth in this controversy:

'This ¢cvideénce has been divided into exter-
tal and internal: the formaer arising from
prophecy, mirvacles, and historical testimony §
the latler, from the peculiar character and
ntrinsick exeellence of the christian religion.
Some authors have enlarged chiefly on the
one sort of evidence, and soné on the other ;
und soinie have been 6qually attentive to both,
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I shall speak, first, of the external evidence :
and, secondly, of the internal: though occa-
sionally perhaps, and in order to avoid pro-
lixity and needless repetition, I may speak
of both at the same time.

The first thing to be inquired into is, the
importance and usefulness of divine revelati-
on. For. if such a thing be useful or impor-
tant, and even necessary to man, it must bs
suitable to the divine wisdom and goodness
to bestow it.

1. If man had persevered in his primitive
innocence ; if human principles and practice
had no intluence on human happiness, or on
cach other; and if ignorance, inattention,
and prejudice, if superstition and sensuality,
if savage liie and sanguinary passions, had
no tendency to corrupt men’s opinions, to
pervert their reason. and to plunge them into
guilt and wretchedness, on these suppositions,
1 should readily admit, that there is no need
of revelation. But from daily experience,
and irom the history ¢f men in all ages, it
appears, that not one of the things now sup-
posed is agrecable to fact,

‘That man did not persevere in innocence,
requires no proof. That corrupt principles
and criminal practice iead to misery, and
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AND NECESSARY 6

truth and virtue to happiness, is as evident,
as that order is prefemr;ie to confusion, se-
curity to danger, and a wise and good man
to a barbaman cr wild beast. That even
though our intentions be good, we must mis-
take our duty, if we are ignorant of the nature
of that beiug who is the object of it, will not
be doubted by those who have observed, that

we must believe a man to be our pareut or

benefactor, before we can be sensible that
we owe him the duty of gratitude or filial
afleciion. And that men's notions of all the
objects of duty, of their Creator, their fellow
creatures, and themselves, are liable to be
perverted, and, in every country l'menlight_
encd by revelation, have been perverted, by
the weakness of the human understanding,
by the force of prejudice and passion, by vice,
by inattention, by superstition, and by igno-
rance, the history of mankind proves to be
a nelancholy, but incontestable truth.

This being granted, it wil) follow, that a
revelation, which rectifies and ascertains
men's notions of the several objects of duty,
by explaining the nature of God and of man,
and by informing their comscience with re-
spect tu particular dutics, must be highly
important and beneficial ; and must even be
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necessary to the attainment of that degrea
of happiness and virtue, whereof human na-
ture appears to be susceptible, and for which,
therefore, we may presume that man way
made. -

2, The character of the Supreme Being,
end the nature and destination of man, must
be very imperfectly known to those who have
received no positive information concerning
the rezlity of a future state, and its conaec-
tion with the present, Now, thisis a point
on which all the evidences collected by hu
man reason, while unaided by divine light,
‘amount to nothing higher than prebable con-
jecture, But that better evidence, 1n so mte-
resting a 10atter, must be a desireable thing,
will be acknowledged by all men: unless
there be men wha believe that a future state
is an absoltie inipossibility. Revelation,
therefore, seems to be necessary, to give sucly
evidence of another life, and such intelligence
goncerning it, as may vindirate the divine
goodness and wisdom with respect to the
constitution of the present ; und such as Ay
also prove a cemfort ta good men, and a re.
straint on the passions of the wicked; and
such, moreaver, as may serve fun & solemyy
itimatien to all men, that theiy behiayivyp
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in this state of trial is ta them a maiter of'
infinite importance. That this last considera-
tion strengthens morality, or pramotes at
least the peace of socicty, and, consequently,
the happiness of mankind, seems to be ad-
mitted by the enemies, as well as by the
{riends, of religion. Else how can we account
{or that favourite notion of the infidel, that
veligion was contrived, and is patronized, by
politicians, in order to overawe the world,
and make the passions of men more manage-
able?

3. Revelation is further necessary, to ex-
plain on what terms we may hope for pardon,
ronsistently with the perfection of divine jus-
rice. Of the necessity of expiation for guilt,
eIl mankind seem to have had an idea; as
appears frcm the universal use of sacrifices.
But, from the multitude of the pagan expia-
tory rites; from tl«» absurdity of all, and
the impiety of many of them ; and especially
from the circumstance of their consulling
oracles on the subject of atonement ; we may
warrantably infer, not only their ignorance
of duty in this particular, but alsa their con-
sciousness of that ignorance. Aud some of
their best philosephers of the Bceratick
gcheal seemed to think, that, till God should
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be pleased to reveal his will in an extraordi-
nary manner, it would be impossible for man
to know what religious service would be
most acceptable to him. To those. who were
so wise, and so candid,as to think and speak
in this manner, may we not presume, that
the christian doctrine of repentance and
faith, if they had rightly understood it, and
if they had known its evidence, would have
been a most welcome discovery ?

To our infidels, indeed, it is not welcome ;
for they say they have no need of it; being,

it seems, fully satisfied, that, however igno- §

rant Socrates might confess himself to be,
they have all the knowledge that man has
occasion for. And yet, if it had not been for
this manifestation of divine grace and truth,
theyv would probably, at this day, have been
“consulting oracles, offering incense to idols,
or perhaps, like many of our remote forefa-
thers, polluting the creation with human sa-
crifices. Certain it is, that in these things no
" material reformation was ever introduced, or
attempted, by the philosophers of old. That
men should worship the gods, and perform
the sacrifices. and other rites, as by law esta-
blished, was the doctrine not of Pythagoras
and Epictetus only, but of Cicero, a wiser,
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AND NECESSARY. 13

or more learned man at lezst, than either,
and even of Socrates himself, the wisest of
them all. So that, if philosophy had beesn
man’s only guide, it is probable, may it is
more than probable, that idolatry would at
this day have been his religion.

4. Revelatioa is yet further necessary, in
order to make the whole of Liuman duty not
only Anown, but obrious to all capacities.
‘T'he best heathen moralists acknowledged
their ignoranee in some points cf duty; and
their knowledge they had not power to en-
force upbn the common people, who, in anci-
ent times were very illiterate, having rarely
access to books, whereof there were then but
few in the world. Though they had possessed
such power, and been all of the same mind,
which was by no means the case ; and though

_ they had not been prompted, as most of 1hem

were, by pride, vanity, or the spirit of con-
tradiction, to introduce new systems, yet
their labours could have but litile effect,
Such arguments as they had to ofler, the

~greater part of mankind couid not under-

stand ; for, in fact, the common people, in

general, are not capable of perceiving the.

force of arguments, especially when the rea.

soning is complex, and relates to malters so
B
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remote from sense, as the truths of morality
and religion. Of this some ancient lawgivers,
as Minos of Crete, and Numa of Rome, were
so sensible, that they thought it prudent to
ascribe to their institutions a divine original.
pretending that they received them fromn the
zods.

I do not mean to say, that the doctrines of
the philosophers, particularly of Socrates,
and the better sort of Stoicks, did no good.
What Socrates taught, or rather conjectured,
concerning the immortahty of the soul ; and
what both he and :le Stoicks delivered,
though not always clearly and consistently.
avith respect to the divine existence, provi-
dence, omnipresence, and omnipotence, was,
no doubt, of use in dissipating some of
those clouds of superstition and errour, which
then overshadowed the nations. But, as a
system of mnatural religior: and moral duty,
all ancient philosophy was very incomplete,
as Socrates well knew ; nor was it accompa-
nied with evidence or authority suflicient to
raise the attention, or convince the under-
standing of any, except perhaps of a few
speculative men: and even they were inclined,
as Lactantius, Cicero, and Aristotle * testify,

* Lactantius iii, 15 *4. Cicero, Tusc, Quast ii. 4.
Arist. Ethic. ii. 3.
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AND NECESSARY. 13

to make it a subject of declamation and dis-
pute, and a mere fongue exercise, rather than
a rule of life. Indeed, if we believe Laertius.
who, though neither an elegant nor a judici-
ous writer, vet deserves praise as a coliector
of anecdotes; nay, if we believe Cicero, to
whese judgment more respect is due; we
must also believe, that the greater part of
those, whom antiquity honoured with the
name of philosoplers, were men of loose
principles and bad morals. Many of them
disgraced human reason by their profligate
tenets and sophistical wrangling; and some
of them, by their impudence, buffoonery, and
beastliness, were a disgrace to human nature.

But, even from the Lest of them, what was
to be expected in behali of thie coinmon peo-
ple, that is, of mankind? Socrates was the
mest popular, and, in all respects, tle least
« xceptionable teacher of heathen morality.
He taught, that is, conversed in pubiick, as
well as in private ; and all who chose it were
permitted to attend him. But he never :et
himself up as a general reformer. nor did Le
pretend to more wisdom than other men.
And, as the charms of his conversation diew
the chief men of Athens around him, we
may presume, that the comu:on people, pro-

B
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babl¥ nat very curious to know what he said,
would keep at a distance. Besides, his pecu-
lar way of reasoning, by question and an-
swer, though as fair and satisfactory as can
be, is better suited to the purpose of instruct-
ing a small cirele of friends conversing fami-
liarly and at lcisure, than of conveving
knowiedge to the common people.

About the commor peopie the Stoicks
cave themselves no trouble, but seem to have
considered them as little better than beasts.*
Some of their paradixes would appear, from
their extreme atsurdity, to Lave been con-
trived on purpose to exclude the herd of
mankind from thg{sublimc mysteries of that
philosophy.: And many of their teuets they
wrapt up in strange language (for they were
very licentious in the use of words): and
they so perplexed the human intellect by fri-
volous disputation, that their teaching could
not e generally useful ; nay, even to those
men of learning who had made it their study,
it musi have beer: in many particulars unin-
zelligible. Cicero, indeed, in his book of mo-
rai dutics. o.plained the practical part of
their moral philosophy in a clear and elegant

¢ See Mrs. Carter's learned and elegant Introduce.
tion to the Translation of Arrian’s kpictetus.
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AND NECESS ARY. l¢

style; and, by so doing, enriched his native
tongue with the best system of pagan mora-
lity extant. Yet still it is an imperfect sys-
tem; and for a great part of it he was in-
debted not to the Stoicks, whom, though he
followed, he did not follow as a translator,
but to Plato, Aristotle, and his own good
sense.

Though the Stoicks had been better qua-
litied than they were for the office of publick
teachers, the people would not have greatly
prefited by what they taught ; that external
things are neither good nor evil ; and that to
be stretched on a rack and to repose on a
hed of roses, are, to a wise man, matters of
equal and absclute indifference; is a tenct
which the generality of mankind could hard-
Iv believe, and which, if they did believe it,
was more likely to do them harm than good.
For from this principle it would require no
profound skill in logick (and the Stoicks
were deep logicians) to infer, that by robbing
a wise man of his money, cutting off his leg
or arm, stealing his child, or murdering his
friend, they only took that from him on which
he set no value. That men ought to be re-
signed to the divine will, but that, when any
thing vexed them, they had an undoubted

33
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richt to make away with themselves after
the example of Zeno, who in a pet hanged
himself, because he had hurt his finger;*
would to a2 man of plain sense, appear nci-
ther very consistent doctrine, nor very bene-
ficial ; that the Deity is superiour to fate,
and that fate is superiour to the Deity. is not
mare consistent : and that the world 1z God,
or st least his body or substance, is an apho-
rism that throws no great light on the first
erinciples of theology. That the soul is im-
mortal, is affirmed by Seneca; who also
affirms that death is nothing, and reduces
every thing to nothing; and that the tran-
quillity of the dezd is the same swith that of
those who are not born.+ That at death we
return to the elements wheice we came, and
Jose all personal exisience; that there is n-
future punishment or reward, and that it is
nc matter whether there be any or not ; are
doctrines of the same «chool. alike unfriendly
10 happiness and to virtue. That pity is un-
wurthy of a wise man, is a strange lesson to
inculeate on beings so frail as we are, who
stand so much in need of the compassion and
kindness of une another: yet this was taught
* Diogenes Laertius.
* De Consolat. ad Marc. cap. 1.
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AND NECESSARY. 19

by the followers of Zeno. And that human
souls are part of the divine essence, and that
a man may become equal, and in some re-
spects superiour, to the Deity: Is this auda-
cious and imnpious tcnet likely to have any
other effect than to cherish pride and pre-
sumption so extravagani, as to harden the
heart ag2inst every amiable affection, and
make the understanding equally impatient to
hear, and incapable to receive, the dictates
of true wisdom ?

In fact, notwithstanding the morals of some
of them. which I am not anxious to find fauit
with, and the beauty of maay of their sen-
timents, which I readily acknowledge, I am
in doubt, whether, as teachers of the com-
mon peocple, they would not have been as

~ blind guides as even the Epicureans them-

selves. The doctrines of the latter were
downright atheism; and those of the for-
mer plainly lead to it. as indeed every
form of false philosophy must do, that
teaches men to think and speak irreverently
of the Supreme Being, znd to deny a fu-
ture state of retribution. Of the Stoicks,
therefore, Milton, who Lknew them well.
spoke neither rashly, nor too severely, when
he said—
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Alas! what can they teach, gnd not mislead,

Ignorant of themselvis, of God much more?

Much of the scui they taik ; bat all awry;

And in themselves seek virtue, and to themselves

All glory arrogate, 1o God give none.

Paraaise Regained.

But, when the fulness of the time was
come, THE TEACHER oF THE PooR did at
last appear ; not, like the Stoick, proud hard-
hearted, and disputzticus; but. like the Sen
of God, meek and anaﬁected. compassicnate
and lowly, divinely benevolent and divinely
‘wise. ‘Go, said he to two of John’s disciples,
who had come to ask whether he was the
Messiah, ¢ Go your way, and tell John what
“things ye have see¢n and heard ; huw that
the blind see, the lame walk, the lepers
aie cleansed, the deaf hear. the dead are
raised, ¢nd good tidings ave preached to the
* poor.” All this had been foretold by the pro-
phet Isaiah; and in Jesus the propheey was
fuliiiied. And his doctrine was distinguished
from that of all other tcachers, not only by
its intinsick exceilence, and by thoese mighty
works that bore testimony to its truth, but
=i<0 by its being in so peculiar a manner ad-
dressed o the poor, and saited to their capa-
city, andiconsequently to that of ali the rest
of mankind.: }Mis birth was announced, not to

L
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the great ones of the earth, but to shepherds.
On poverty of spirit, or lowliness of mind,
which is indeed the foundation of the christi-
an character, he pronounced a particular be-
nediction : his servants he chose from among
the poor: and, by the establishment of a

church, he provided a perpetual succession

of ministers, who should preach the gospel
to the poor, and to all other ranks of meu, to
the end of the world. In conscquence of this
most gracious dlspcnsatlon, the meanest of
the ciristian people, if it ‘{5 not their own
fault, may, in all ordinary cases, iearn juster
notions of virtue and vice, of God and man,
of providence and a future state, than the
most learned philosopher could ever attain
in the days of paganism. Can these facts be
denied? And in him who admits them, is it
possible that any doubts should remain con-
cerning the, usefulness of divine 1evelation,
or the infinite importance of that which is
brought to light by the Gospel?

Let not then the infidel pretend, that hu-
man reason is alone sufficient to discever the
whole of man’s duty, and establish in the
world a complete or comfortable system of
natural religion. Ior it is certain, that, even
in the most pohte uations, unassisted reason
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never did this, and, in the opinion of Soerates,
iever could. And of barbarous nations it will
not be said, that their reason ever made im-
portant discoveries of any kind. And it de-
serves particular notice, that what our infidels

call natural religion, is in a great measure,

Rousseau hlmself 1cknow]cdrres, derived
from that very scripture, which they absurdly
anc wickedly reject. 1 do not mean, that
their ideas on this subject are acquired by
an actual perusal of holy writ. In this study
it is to be feared that few or none of them
cver made great proficicney. Those ideas
they derive from impressions made on their
nminds in infancy and early youth ; when, to-
gether with the humility and candour, it is
probable they also had, what every christian
must have, the teachableness, of little chil-
dren. The writings too, and the conversation
of christians, to which, in these parts of the
world, they must sometimes attend, may con-
vey to them principles which they admit as
rational, though perhaps they might be in-
clined to overlook, if they knew them to be
scriptural.

If revelation be so highly important, it is
most suitable to the wisdom and mercy of
God to bestow it; and some persons even of
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the heathen, particularly Socrates, were not
without hope, that one time or other it would
be bestowed. So far was that great man from
asserting the sufficiency of hLis knowledge,
with respect either to divine or to human
thinggg that, though by no means a sceptick,
lie used, through excess of modesty, to say.
that he knew nothing but his own ignorance.
He taught, that the gods grant extraordinary
communications of wisdom to those to whom
they are propitious; and recommended it to
his friends to have recourse to oracles, and
other religious rites, in order to obtain from
heaven such necessary or useful information
as human reason was not of itself able to
supplv.* Indeed the oracles, divinations, and
auguries, so much attended to by the pagan
world, prove, as already hinted, their consci-
ousness of their own ignorance, and of the
need that mankind have of supernatural il-
lumination.

Of their oracles we know little, and can
aflirm nothing but what partakes more or
less of conjecture. That they were the con-
trivance of priestcraft, has been said, and
may in part be true. It has also been said,
that demons had a concern in them ; and this

* Xenoph, Memorab. ib, .
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n0 considerate person will affirm to be in-
possible. Perhaps they may have been per-
mitted by providence tokeep up in the minds
of men a sense of the insufficiency of human
reason, and to make them think, as Socrates
did, that divine revelation was, at least. a
desirable thing. This is certain, that Socrates
had faith in them ; that, though some of their
answers might easily be accounted for, others
are rather extraordinary; that providence
did, for a time, permit them; and that, soon
~after the great revelation took place, they
- became universally silent. These facts de-
serve the attention of those who reject the
vospel.

But, however desirabic revelation may be,
and however benecficial, we must not have
the presumption to think that the Deity is
vbliged to bestow it. Ior this we have no
better rcason than to suppose that he was
obliged to create man at first; or that he is
ander any necessary dectermination, arising
from the perfection of his nature, to make
men archangels, or to make all men equal in
rank or sagacity. 1lis dispensations of bene-
- volence and grace arc all gratuitous. We
have nothing but what we have received fron
hiin, and what he wight have withheld, with-
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out any imputation on his goodness or any
diminution of his eternal and unalterable fe-
Yeity.

Nor is it possible for us to judge how far
it may be consistent with the views of his
providence, to make this revelation universal.
Its good effects may be so, though it is not
universally known; for it teaches, that per-
sons who lived long before our Lorc appear-
ed on earth. and who never heard of his
name. may be saved by his merits.

This .being admitted, no conclusion unfa-
vourable to christianity can be drawn irom
the circumstance of its being known in some
parts only of the world, and not known till
four thousand years after the creation. For
if it had been known one thousand, or three
thousaud years sconcr; a captious mind
might still ask, why it was not earlier, and
coeval with mankind, or at least with the
fall> Whatever concerns man must have a
beginning ; and that Being who governs the
universe, who aivne perfectly knows his own
rounsels, and who sees at once the past, the
present, and the future, can alor.e determine
when any particular dispensation of provi-
dence ought to begin; how quick or how
slow it ought to be in its progress ; and when
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it 1s to be completed. Many discoveries, be-
neficial to mankind, have been made in mo-
dern times. How absurd would it be to sup-
pose the recency of a discovery an argument
against its usefulness; or against the good-
ness of God in giving man the power of
making it now, rather than at an earlier pe-
riod? Every thing here is progressive. If at
once, and in the beginning, man had received
all the good things that a graciovs Creator
had destined for him, this life vould not have
been a state of probation ;: and we, having 1o
desires ungratified, no faculties unimproveay,
and nothing further to hope cr to fear, must
have been equally incapable of activity and
of happiness.
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CHAPTER 1.

The Gospel Histery is True.

TIIE gospel history being conveyed ts
us 1n writing, the only possible way in which
it could be safely conveyed through the long
suceession ol seventeen hundred years, its
evidences must, in part, depend on human
testimony. In some respeets, however, they
are peculiar, and differ matenallv from those
of other histories. No circumstance of the
life of Julius Cesar ; the battle of Pharsalia,
for exaumple, the destruction of the Nervii,
or the invasion of Britain, is alluded to, so
far as I know, in any writing previous to the
birth of that commander: but many of the
iacts recorded in the gospel, though seem-
ingly of far less magnitude, bear a striking
resemblance to events foretold by Jewish
prophets, who lived several hundred vears
before the birth of Christ. The particulars
of Cesar’s life, the speeches he made, and
the great transactions he was en«raged in,

~made no material alteration, except perhaps
for the worse, jn the manners ur sentiments
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of mankind. Baut the things that were done,
and the doctrines that were taught, by the
-upposed son of a éarpenter of Judea, and by
some fishermen his friends. produced a most
important change. for the better. in human
sentiments and manners: a change diffused
+hrough many uvations. and of which we at
th:s dav see and feel the consequences.

‘The evidences of the gospel. thercfore. are
1o be treated very differentlv frem those of
other historical records. 1 <hall fir<t consider
it. merely as a portion of ancient history.
Secondly, 1 shall speak of it as the accom- ¢
plishment of certain prophecies. Aad 1 shall f
afierwards inquire, whether it may not be
further confirmed by the peculiar excellency
of the knowledge we derive from it. as weli
as by the extraordinary <hange- introduced
by it into the system of human affairs.

Y

b e

\

SECTION 1.
The Gospel considered as 2 Portion ¢ Ancient History.
As a short preface to what I kave to say o
the evidence of the gospel, considered as a por-
tion of ancient history, it may be proper toi‘
set down the following remarks on testimony, l
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It is nataral for man to speak as he thinks,
and it is easy too, like walking forward. One
may walk backward or sideways; but it is
uneasy, and a sort of force upon nature : and
the same thing is true of speaking or de-
claring what is contrary to one’s belief. At
least this is the general rule. Long practice
in falsehood, or in walking sideways or bzck-
ward, may no doubt render it easy; but it
requires long practice to make it go.

We naturally believe what others tell us.
We trust the word of a man of whose ho-
nesty we have had esperience; but we also
credit testimony previous to experience: for
children who have least experience are most
credulous. It is from having experienced the
dishonesty of men. and the motives that
tempt them to falsify, that we come to dis-
trust or disbelieve what they say.

In general, when we doubt a man’s word,
we have alwzys one or other of these four
reasons for it: we think, that what he says
is incredible or improbable ; or that there is
some temptation or motive which inclines
him in the present cas¢ to violate truth; oy
that he is not a competent judge of the mat-
ler wherein he gives testimony ; or perhaps
we doubt his veracity now, because we have

C
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known him to be a deceiver formerly. If we
‘have no reason tn distrust his integrity ; if
we think him a competent judge of that which
be affirms; if we know of no motive of va-
nity or interest that might jincline him to
falsify ; and if he affirm nothing but what is
credible and probable, we shall swithout seru-
‘ ple acquiesce in his declaration.

Our faith in testimony often rises to abso-
late certainty. That there are such towns as
Constantinople and Smyrna, and such coun-
tries as Asia, Africa and America ; that Ca-
<ar and Annibal were real men and great
cvomminders, the one a Ryman, the other a
Carthazinian; that William of Normandy
conquered Enzland ; that Charles L was be-
headed, &e. every person, who knows any
taing of history, azcounts himseli absolutely
certain. For the testimonies that confirm
these and the like traths, are 9 many, so va-
rious, and so consistent, that we justly think
it impossible they should te fictitious.

When a number of persons, not acting in
concert, having no interest to conceal what
is true or aflirm what is false, and compeient
judges of what they testify, concur in making
the same report, it would be thought maducss
to disbelicve them. Even when three, or
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when two witnesses, separately examnined,
and who have had no opportunity to contrive
a pian beforehand, agrce in their declaration,
we believe them, thouzh we have had no ex-
perience of their verzeity ; because we know,
that in such a case their testimonies weuld
not be uniform, if they were not true. In
this way, men have judged in all ages; and-
upon his principle the most important ques-
tions ielating to life and property are decid-
{ ed: and of such decisions and judgments the
general experience cf mznkind prove the uti- -
lity and the rectitude.

An impossible fact, no testimony whatever,
rot even that of our own senses, vould make
us believe. It I were to sec the same indivi-
dual man double, or in two places at the saize
time, I should certainly think, not that it was
0, but that something was wrong in my
sight, or that the appcarance might be owing
to some peculiarity in tiie medium through
which I saw it. When a fact is possible, and
still more when it is not improbable, the tes-
timony of a stranger would incline us to be-
lieve, unless we had reason to suspect him of
a design to impose upon us.

Miraculous facts are not to be ranked with
impossibilitics. ‘There was a time, when the

v 2
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matter that composes my body was as void
of life, as it will be when it shall have lain
twenty years in the grave; when the elemen-
tary particles, whereof my eve is made up,
could no more enable a percipient being to
see, than they can now enable one to speak;
and when that which forms the substance of
this hand was as inert as a stone. Yet now,
by the goodness of the Creator, the first lives,
the last moves, and by means of the second
I perceive light and colours. And if almigh-
‘ty power can bring about zll this gradually,
by one particular succession of causes and
. effects, may not the same power perform it
in an instant, and by the operation of other
causes to us unknown?® Or will the atheist
say (and none who believes in God can doubt
the possibility of miracles), that he himself
knows every possible cause that can operate
in the production of any effect? Or is he cer-
tain that there is no such thing in the uni-
verse as almighty power?

To raise a dead man to life; to cure blind-
ness with a touch; to remove lameness. or a-
ny other bodily imperfection, by speaking a
word, are all miracles; but must all be as easy
to the Author of nature, or to any person
commissioned by him for tlat purpose, as to
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sive life to an embryo, make the eye an or-
gan of sight, or cause vegetables to revive in
the spring. And therefore, if a person, de-
tlaring himself to be sent of God, or invest-
ed with divine power, and saying and doing
what is worthy of such a commission, sheuld
perform miracles like these, mankind would
have the best reason to believe, that his au-
thority was reallv from Heaven.

As the common people have neither time
nor capacity for deep reasoning; aud as di-
vine revelation of religion must be intended
for all sorts of men, the vulgar as well as the
learned, the poor as well as the rich: it is
necessary, that the evidence of such a reve-
lation should be of that kind which may com-
mand general attention, and convince inen of
all ranks and characters, and should therc-
fore be level to everv eapacity. It would be
casy, no doubt, for the Deity to convev his
truths immediately to every man by mspiia-
tion, g0 as to make inquiry unnecessary arnid
doubt impossible. But this would not be cen-
sistent with man's free agency and morval -
probation: and this would be very unlike
every other dispensation of provideace with
respect 1o man, who, as he is endowed with
rativnal fuculties, feels that he i< under an

o

o
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obligation to use and improve them. This
would bhe to make him love religion, and be-
lieve in it, without leaving it in his power lo
do otherwise: and such falth and such love,
would be no mark of either a good dlapOSltlon
or a bad. Now there is no kind of evidence,
consistent with our moral probation and free
agency, that is likely to command universal
attention. and carry full conviction 1n religi-
ous matters to men of all ranks and capa-
cities, except the evidence arising from mi-
racles, or supernatural events.

Onc author has indeced aftirmed. that mi-
racles can be no evidence of any doctrine;
hecause no testimony whatever can, in his
opinion, render a miracle credible, even in
the lowest degrce. But I need not quit the
tiractk of my argument, for the shke of a pa-
radox, so contraryv to the natural dictates of
rationality, and which has been unanswera-
bly refuted by Dr. Camnbell, in his Disserta-
tion on Miracles. In fact, every event admits
of proof from human testimony, which it is
possible for a sufficient number of competent
witnesses to see and to hear.

Some things may seem to be supernatural,
which are really not so: such are the tricks

of the juzgler; whereof when we are told

j
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the contrivance, we are surprised to find it
£0 easy. and almost ashamed of having ever
wonderel at it. Some other thinzs appear
supernatural to those only who are ignorant
of theiv causes: and such are mzny facts in
electricity, mzenetism, ard other parts of
expe i:nental j.rilosophy.

Bat tte mighiy works of cur Saviour are
quice of 2 different kind. To raise the dead
to life. tc cure tke most violenu discase by
speaking a word, to walk on the surface of a
stormy sea: these, and manyv oth2r things
recoided in the zospel, are traly miracuious ;
and such as, to human apprehension, that
power only can perform, which{ having esta.
blished the course of nature, is alone able,
to change it.)

Q7 this sort of miracles the author of our
reiizion not only wroug’t many, but also
imparied to his apostles the power of doing
the same. And, what was still more wondev-
ful, if any thing could be more so, he himself,
after having been crucified, in the presence
of a great multitude, and pierced with a
lance, and found to be dead, and after lying
part of three days in the grave, rose to life,
reanimatzd that body which had been man-
gled on the cross, passed forty days en earth
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after his resurrection, during which time he
frequently conversed with his disciples, and
at last, in open day, and while he was speak-
ing to them, visibly ascended from the earth,
till a cloud received him out of their sight.
'These miracles transcend all power but what
is divine. So that, if we admit the gospel his-
tory to be true, we must believe, bevond a
possibility of doubt, that our Lord was, what
lie declared himseif to be, a person invested
with diviLe power, and emploved in a divine
mission. The truth of the history may be
l- proved from many considerations.

It might be proved froin the existence, and
singular nature, of the religion of Jesus. On
the supposition that the gospel is true, the
peculiar character of this religion, its present
vtate, and the varvious revolutions it has un-
dergone, may be easily accounted for: ou
the contrary supposition, nothing in the
whole compass of human affairs is more un.
“accountable than the riee and progress of
christianity. Its history may be iraced irom
the present age up to that of the apostles.
Smee that peried. down to these times, so
eany wreiters speak of this gospel, and con
cir i fomany particalars coneerning ii, that
there is not peérhapany vther ancient yeenrd,
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for whose authenticity so many vouchers
could be produced. And we know for cer-
tain, that many intelligent persons of the pri-
mitive church, who had the best opportuni-
ties of knowing the truth of this matter, and
whose supreme concern it was to inquire
into it, and not suffer themselves to be mis-
taken, believed and asserted the truth of the
zospel. and suffered death in confirmation of
theie faith and testimony. Can any thing like
this be urged in favour of Xenophon, Sallust,
or Tacitus; whose authority, notwithstand-
ing, the world is not much inclined, and in
geperal has no great reason, to-call in ques-
tion. '

ITad the evangelists written the history,
and the apostles preached the doctrines of 2
man whlo lived before they were born, or
whain neither they nor their contemporaries
had ever scen, their testimony would not per-
haps have been above suspicion. But I shall
not misrepresent the circumstances, or the
conduct of those extraordinary teachers, if I
1 sappose them to have addressed their coun-
i. trinen the Jews, whio were the first hearers

of Lhe gospel, in words iike these: “We teil

“vou of this man, our divinc master, many

“things which ye vourselves kuow to be true
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“and nothing, in regard to which ye may
“not, if ye candidly inquire, satisfy yourselves
“py the testimony of credible witnesses who
“heard and saw what we affirm. Fromrper-
“sisting in falsehood we have nothing to
“hope; and ye, in detecting it, ean have no-
“ thing to fear. The power of the state is in
“ your hands: exert yourselves to the utmost;
* and eonfute us if yve can.” Suppose an ad-
dress of this kind to be made to the French
nation, concerning a history of certzin well
known events that had happened in France;
and suppose the only answer returned by pub-
lic authority to be as follows: *“ On the sub-
“jeat ve mention we command you and your
“ adherents to be silent, on pain of death:”
of which party, let me ask, would the world
judge most favourably? Would it not be said,
that nothing could be more fair, than what
is declared on the one side; and that on the
other there at ¢nce appeared invincible pre-
indice and implacable malignity ? .

But what motives could those Jews have to
wisl: the gospel might be false, and to shut
their cyes against the light with so much ob- |
stinacy and perseverance? Motives they had
of the most cogent nature; motives, which
among any people it might be difficult to pre-
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~vail against, but which, from the inherent
perverseness of the Jewish nation, could hard-
Iy fail to derive insurmountable strength!
For, first, if the Jewish rulevs, after the
death of our Lord, had acknowliedged him to
be the Messiah, they must also have acknow-
ledgzed themselves to be the perpetrators of
the most dreadful erime that ever disgraced
a nation; and from rulers so haughty, a con-
fession so humiliating could hardly be looked
for. Nor, secondly, was it to be expected,
that they could bezar to think of the abroga-
tion of the law of Moses, which had subsist-
ed so long ; which did so much honour to their
nation, temple and capital city; which taught
them to consider themselves as God’s pecu-
liar people; and from which their priests,
scribes and elders, who, we find, were the
most inveterate enemies of the new religion,
so many derived dignities and emoluments.
They might alse, thirdly, from many poli-
tical considerations, be unwilling to receive
the gospel, and inclined to look on the men
who taught it as the enemies of their coun-
try. For if the Messiah was now come, then
all their tlattering hopes of a glorious con-
queror, who should rescue them from the Reo-
man yoke, and exalt them abeve all nations,
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were at an end for ever. And then they
might be apprehensive, that the Romans,
some of whom, as we learn from Tacitus
and Suetonius, knew that a triumphant deli.
verer irom Judea was about this time expect-
ed, would be emboldened, on hearing that
"Rome had now nothing to fear from that
yuarter, to oppress them more rigorously,
and even “to tzke away™ (as they themselves
emphatically expressed it) “their place and
nation.”* WWhether the Romans were ‘n any
degree intimidated by what they had heard
of the Jeiwish prophécies concerning the Hles-
siah is not known: bat that they might he «o,
znd had reason to be so, it was natural
enongh for a Jew to suppose; especialiy if he
iznew, as he provablv would knew, that on
the subject of propliecy the Romans were not
a little superstitious. Iiow much Herod dread-
cd the coming of the Messiah, appears from
his murder of the innoceénts ; an event which
must have been well known at Rome; if it
be true as Macrobious relates, that Augustas,
on hearing of 1t, and that one of Herod's
«ons had suffered in the massacre, facetiously
observed, that it was better to be the swine
than the scn of Herod. Sume however sup-

* Sec John, xi. 48.
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pose, on the authority of Josephus, that He-
rod had not then a son under two years of
age ; and that the emperor’s sarcasm was
imnore probably occasioned by Herod’s eruel-
tv in putting to death Aristobulus and Alex-
ander, his two sons by Mariamne, and his
son Antipater, for an alleged conspiracy
arainst his father's life. But this is of little
importance in the present argument,

In a word ; if it be in the power of preju-
dice, of pride, of ambition, of religious zeal,
or of national partiality, to make men averse
to the rcception of any system of opinions,
we need pot wonder at the obstinacy of the
Jewish rulers. ‘T'heir passions, gencrally
violent, were all in arms, and in the high-
est degree exasperated, against Christ and
his religion. That so many of that nation
should have been his disciples, is therefore
more wonderful, than that so many should
have opposed him. In modern times it can-
not apparently be the interest of any, hLar,
dened sinners excepted, that the gospel should
not be true. Yet even in these days, and in
the most enlightened nations, a spirit of op-
position to the gospel and a want of candour
with regard to its doctrines and evidence, are
by no means uncommon.
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If such was the temper of the rulers of
ihe Jews; and if we may warrantably suspect
ihiem to have been as capable of falsehood, as
they ccrtainly were of injastice and cruelty;
is it no* strange that the events recorded in
- the gospel were not denied by any contempo-
rary autherity? Yet this is the fact: for such
wethorities, if they had ever avpeared, must
Lave beern preserved, and argued from by the
enemies of the gospel, and replied to in the
writings of christians. And how is this fact
io be accounted for? In no ctler way, I pre-
sume, than by supposing, that in Judea the
particuiars of our Savious’s life were so well
known, that no contradictory record would
have obtained credit. And to publish such a
thingz, without being ablie to make tl:c nation
believe it, would have Leen an injary to their
own cause. 'T'neir best pohicy therefore, was,
to keep up the passions and prejudices of the
peopie, to encourage a spirit of persecution,
to confine theinselves to violent and general
assertions, and to avoid and discountenance
minute inquiry. The truth is, that the anci-
ent unbelievers never denied the miracles ¢
Jesus: they imputed them to magick or the
power of the devil: a doctrine, which our
Lord himself condescended to refute ; and of
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which the modern infidel, 2s nobody now be-
lieves in magick, will not seek to avail him-
self. }
But prejudice and passion subside at last,
~ and leave tihe mind at leisure for calm inves-
tization. If then the particulars of our Savi-
our’s life had been as well known as is here
" supposed, must not the Jews, when the pre-
sent ferment was over, Lhave come to their
senses, and acknowledged the truth? That
many of them did so, is certain. But from
other histories, as well as that of the Jews,
we learn, that when the passions of men are
thoroughly inflamed by matters of great and
general concern, it may require the operation
of years to cool them. And let it be observed,
that the Jews had not now much time lefi
for reflection and leisure. The generation
! that put our Lord to death had not passed
. away, when the troubles of Judea began;
and in less than forty years after the cruci-
fixion, Jerusalem was levelled with the
ground, the greater part of the nation ex-
terminated, and the rest scattered abroad
throughout the Roman empire.
Bat, if their rulers were as much exaspe-
rated against the new religion, as has been

supposed, why, it may be asked, did they not
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destroy it at once, by putting all the apostles
to death? Stephen, indeed. they stor.ed ina
transport of furv, and Herod murdered
James the brother of John : but Peter, and
Paul. and others, were permitted to live;
and in a little time we find there was a
church in Jerusalem, and another in Antioch.
How 1s this to be reconciled with what is
said above of the extreme cbstinacy and vi-
olence of the Jewish rulers?

It may be answered, that these things |
were so ordered by an overrulmg prondence,
who, having determined that the religion of
Christ should not be destroved. mivaculously
interposed for a time in the presevvation of
i;is ministers. If this answer be deemed in-
sufficient. the following considerutions are
submitted to the reader.

First: The Jews cculd have ne reason to
hope. that, by putting to death all the apos 3
tles, or all the christians, that came in their '
way, they should annihilate christianity:;
there might be others whom they had never
heard of’; for our Saviour. during his abodog
on earth, had many disciples ; five hundrel
are mentioned by St. Paul as witnesses of his
resurrection ; and on the day of pentec
three thousand were converted, and fiv

!

-
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ihousand a few days after. Secondly: Peter
and Paul, though for a time permitted to live,
did not live in peace, but underwent cruel
persecution ; and the former, if he had not
by miracle escaped, would have been mur-
dered by Herod, as James was. Thirdly:
Several of the apostles, soon after the de-
scent of the Holy Ghost, left Jerusalem, and
went to preach elsewhere. Fourthly: It may
be presumed that the christians of that age
were quiet and inoffensive; we know indeed
for certain that they were so: and the rulers
might be afiaid to declare open-war against
them, as not knowing how numerous they
might be; and dreading also, if’ they should
drive matters to extremity, the effects of that
influence, which the apostles from time to
time acquired among the common people.
The most oppressive tyrants, even when
-armed with absolute authority, are not with-
oat fears of this kind: hew much more ti-
morous mist a tyrannical aristocracy have
been, that was destitute of mutual confidenee,
and overawed by the Roman power!

To which I may add, fifthly: That the ad-
vice given by Gamaliel in the council, “ Re-
“frain from these men, and let them alone;
“ (for if this counsel or this work be of men,

n
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* it will come to nought; but if it be of God,
‘“ ye cannot overthrow it;) lest haply ye be
found even to fight against Ged:” I say, this
adviece had great weight with them ; which |
indeed it-deserved to have, as a better could
not have been given. The event has proved,
that Gamaliel was a wise, as weli as a pious |
man : and what was thus so seasonably spoken
to the first enemies of the gospel, may with
equal propriety be addressed to them who :
oppose it In these latter days. '
In ancient writings, as there is nothing to
invalidate the gospel listory, so there are se- §
veral testimonies to confirm it. That Christ
suffered under Pontius Pilate, and was the |
founder of the sect of christians, is attested :
by Tacitus, and admitted, 1 think, by all:
writers on the subject. Facts recorded in the °
New Testament, concerning llerod, Pilate, -
Festus, and Felix, are mentioned by Jose- ;
phus, and in the Jewish Talinud. And the
new star that shone on the nativity, the ©
earthquake and preternataral darkness that -
accompanied the crucitixion, and the massa-
cre of the innocents by Herod, are with some |
reason supposed to have been menticucd by
pagan authors, as well as by the evangelists.*

® See Grotius de Vcer, Rel, Clurist, 1ib. iii, 14, and
Macrob. Sat. lib. ii. 4.
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This. however, .s not affirmed as certain ; nor
does any material part of the evidence de-
pend upon it.-

It is true, that the Roman writers of that
ime, Soln historians and philosophers, seem
0 have heen very ignorant of our Saviour's
rstory and doctrine, and to have had no cu-
iosity to know either. Is this wonderful ?
[t wili not appear so to him: who considers
he distance of Judea from Rome, and the
state of navigation in those days; the con-
.emptuous opinion which the Romans, the
masters of the world, entertained, both of
he national character, and of the religion of
he Jews; the proud spirit of the Leathen
ohilosephy, so directly repugniant to that Lumn-
le and docile disposition. which is required
f every disciple of Christ; the extreine
lissimilitude between a practical religion,
vhose sole aim is to purifv the soul, and
wepare it for heaven, and a philosophy
ramed chiefly for the purpose cf dispute
nd rhetorical declamation; the mean con-
lition, and unassuming manners, of the pab-
ishers of the gospel, so unlike the pomp cud
edantry of the Epicureans and the Stuicks:
nd above all, perhajs, that crucifixion, which
he author of christianity was kurwn Lo Lave

D2
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undergone, and which his followers avowed
and gloried in; but which, according to the
modes of thinking that then universally pre. |
vailed through all the rest of the Roman
empire as well as in Judea, was a death of
so much ignominy, thoet no person was
thought likely to suffer it, who had, or de
served to have, any reputation in the world
He who considers these things, and who
knows the state of learning at that time,
tlie characters of those who were reputed
learned, 2nd the real nature of the christian:
veligion, may indeed wwonder to hear that soj
many were converted to the faith; but will:
not wonder to find, that neither Seneca nor!
Epictetus, the elder nor the younger Pliny,
Tacitus, nor Marcus Aurelius, were among!
the number. See this matter illustrated, with |
great precision and elegance, in the tourth
chapter of Dx-qmsxtmns (by sir David Dal
rymple) concerning the antiquities of thag
christian church.* |
Some of the first christians, whose writings 2
are still extant, speak of the gospels as the
work of those evangelists whose names they
bear. And they had good opportunities of in-
formation in this particular, as well of com

* Sec also bishop Porteus’s sermons, serm, x.

{
{
'
.
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paring the gospel history with the most au-
thentick traditions concerning the persons
¢ and events tnerein recorded: Origen, who
| vvas born in the second century, being con-
temporary with Ireneus, who was the disci-
ple of Polycarp, who had been the disciple
of the apostle John, and personally acquainted
with others of the early christians. Is it to
be imagined, that those men would not be
inquisitive about the truth of a religion, for
which they had ground to believe, that they
1 were likely to sufier persecution and martyr-
dom? If we suppose ourselves in their situa-
1 tion, with the same alarming view before us,
{ and with the same means of knowledge they
{ had, we shall see that it is not posslble fora®
{ man of common understanding to do, and to;
{ suffer, what they did and suffered, unless he
¢ firmly believe the doctrine he mamtdms”
and know that he has good reason to believe i

*’1

E To all this we may add, that the epistles,
which are of the same age with the histori-

' cal part of the New Teetament appear evi-
dently to have been written by men who
were in earnest in what they wrote, and to

be adapted to real occurrences and wircum. )
Hances of the times.

. L3
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The style, too, of the gospel bears intrin-
sick evidence of its truth. We find there no
appearance of artifice or party spirit: no at-
tempts to exaggerate on the ore hand, or !
depreciate on the other ; no remarks thrown |
in to anticipate .objections; nothing cf that
caution, which never fails to distinguish the .
testimony of those who are conscious of im-
posture ; no endeavour to reconcile the rea- :

ORAVLRS IS RN ALY |

der’s mind to what may be extraordinary in
the narrative ; all is fair, candid, and simple: ;
the historians make no reflections of their °
own, but confine themselves to matter of fact, :
that is, to what they heard and saw; and g
honestly record their own mistakes and faults, :
as well as the other particulars of the story. i
For a more full display of some ot these j
arcuments, as well as for other things that |
might be mentioned on this Lead, the reader, -
till he have leisure to peruse more volumi-
nous writings, may consult Addison’s <hort
but elegant treatise on the christian religion.
Whence it will appear, that the gospel histo- |
ry is at least as well vouched as any other of |
that time ; and that, on the ground of human
testimony alone, (without considering at pre-
sent the divine authority of the sacred writ:
ings,) we have as good reason to believe
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what the New Testame . records of the
birth, life, miracles, death and doctrine of
Christ. a3 to believe the battle of Canne;
the assassination of Julius Casar, or any
other ancient fact. Nay, we have still extant
among us two visible proofs, not hitherto
mentioned, of the truth of the gospel ; I mean
the two sacraments; which are known to
have been in the christian church from the
beginning. and the origin of which it would
not be easy to account for, on the supposiii-
on that the gospel is not true. These institu-
tions, berides other excellent purposes which
they serve, will continue to bear testimony
to the truth of our religion, to the end of the
world. ’

It it be said, that the apostles might have
invented what they record of these instituti-
ons, as well as other particulars of the histo.
ry; [ shall answer at present (for their vera-
city will be considered hereafter,) that two
simple rites, which ean afford no gratificati-
on to avavice, ambition or sensuality, and
whose chief end is to promote humility, pie-
ty, and purity of heart, could hardly have
been the contrivance of men, who had deter-
mined, as those who reject their testimony
must believe, to live and die impostors and
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hypocrites. For the institution of these rites
is a matter in which they could not have
been imposed on. They could not have fan-
cied, that they had received a comiission to
baptize the nations, if they had received no
such commission: they could not aave be-
lieved that they were present at the celebra-
tion of the first supper, if they had rot been
present.

But are not those parts of the Roman sto-
ry, above alluded to, more probable in them-
selyes, than the gospel history? Are not the
former agreeable to the common course of
human affairs ; and is not the latter a recital
of events, whereof many are extraordinary,
and unlike any thing we have ever seen?
Permit me to ask in return, whether, if man-
kind were told, and prevailed on to believe,
that a revelation of the divine will was to be
made from heaven, it would not be natural)
for them to expect somathing extracrdinary ?}
Would they not have reason to say, « Gnd's
‘- thoughts are not our thoughts, neither are
“our ways his ways? As the heavens are
- higher than the earth, so are his ways higher
“than our ways, and his thoughts than our
“thoughts, This revelation, being a super-
“outural thing, will probably, nay must cers

~ - el e




iS TRUE. oD

“tainly, be attended with supernatural eir-
“ cumstances.” In faet, the gospel history,
considered as the account of a divine revela-
tion, is not less probable, than the Romsn
story, considered as a narrative of the works
of men. From what we know of the weak-
ness, wickedness, and other peculiarities of
the human character, we admit the probabi-
lity of what is recorded concerning Annibal
and Cesar; and from what we know, with
equal certainty, of the wisdem, power, and
goodness of (iod, we admit the procability
of the sacred history. To our bodily eyes the
divine essence and the human soul are equally -
invisible ; the natuie of both we discover in
their works ; from which it is not more evi-*
dent that man is wicked and weak, than that;
(od is wise, almighty, and good. -
Had there been nothing extraordinary in
the life and doctrine of Jesus, it would have
supplied an ar;ament of no little weight
against his divine mission. This man, it might
have been objected, gives out, that he is sent
of God, that he speaks by inspiration, and
thiat his works are the works of divine power-.
And yet he does and says nothing but what
an ordinary manr might say and do; nor las
ay thing ever happéncd to him beyond the
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‘common occurrences of life. Why then should
-we believe, that either his wisdom or his
power is superior to that of other men?> To
this sbjection, had it been founded in fact, it
would not, I apprehend, have been easy to
frame an answer. The supernatural events,
therefore, recoraed in the gospel, unless they
ceuld be proved to be either unworthy of
God, or impossibie in themselves (which no
person will ever aflirm who knows what they
are,) will be found to add to its credibility;
and that in the same propertion nearly, in
which supernatural events, related of an or-
dinaryv man, would take away from the cre-
dit of the historian who should relate them.
The probability, that the gospel may be
true, is also inferred from the utter improba-
bility that it should be false. It is, as will be
more particularly remarked in the sequel,
:like nothing of human contrivance. The per-
fection of its morality transcends the best
efforts of human wisdom: the character of
its founder is far superiour to that of a mere .
man: and it will not be said, that his apostles
can he compared to any other fishermen, or
any other teachers, that ever were heard of.
The views displayed in the gospel, of the di
vine dispensations with respect to the huma
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. race, are such as, before the commencement
¢ of our Savieur’s ministry. had never entered
into the mind of man. To believe all this to
be a mere human fable, requires a degree of
crequlity, which in ti:e ordinary affairs of
lite: would do a man litile credit: it is like
believing, that a first rate ship of war might.
have Leen the werk and invention of a child.

Had the apostles inlended an imposture,
there would rot have been so many of then.
Of twelve persons employed in promulgating
a fable. and wandering with that purpose
into different parts of the earth, it is not to
be espected that, in defiance of persecution
and death, all would to the end persevere in
the same declaration. But ail the apestles
did not persevere. One indeed was a traitor:
and what became of him? At a time, when
from man he had every thing to hope, and
r.>thing to fear ; his master being condemned,
" his former associates dispersed and terrified,
and himself patronized by the rulers of Ju-
dea ; this traitor was seized with remorse,
confessed that he had betrayed innocent
blood, returned the wages of iniquity to
those from whom he had received it, and in
despair ¢ departed, and went and hanged
“ himself.” All this is natural and probable,
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‘on the supposition that the gospel is true;
on the contrary supposition, it is incredible
and impossible.

SECTION 11.
The Subject continued. Of the Argument from
Prophecy.

Tue gospel history is, in many particulars,
an accomplishment of certain prephecies.
preserved as sacred by the Jews themselves,
and committed to writing several hundred
vears before our Saviour was born. That
prophecy is possibie, must be admitted by all
‘who admit the possibility of otlier miracles,
that is by all who acknowledze the power
and omniscience of the Deity. And that, in
former times, and previeusly v the last and
great manifestation of divine truth, prophe-
cy and other miracles might have been expe-
dient or necessary. though now they are so
no lenger, it would be very presumptuous to
deny. |

In the history of thé Oid Testament it ap-
pears, that from the earliest uges, an expoc-
tation had prevailed, among the Jews and
their foretathers, that an extraordinary per-
son, called by some oi the prophets the




oy -

Is TRUE. &7 |

Messian, that is the ANOINTED, or the
Curist, would at one time or other appear -
on earth, and bring about a very important
change in the condition of the Jews, and of
all other nations. The ancient prophecies
that seem to relate to this person, when ta-
ken separatelv. may to a superficial view ap-
pear to have less significancy than christians
ascribe to them. But he, who compares them
together, and observes, how they refer to,
and illustrate, and often imitate, the language,
and sometimes copy the words, of one aro-
ther, will be struck with their consistency
and connection; and astonished to find so
many of them, notwithstanding the variety,
and apparent incongruity of the circumstan-
ces foretold, so exactly fulfilled in the history
of the birth, life, death, and religion of J--
sus of Nuzareth.

Soon after the fall, it was foretold of this
Great Person,* that he should be in a pecu-
liar sense the son of a woman ; that from the
malignity of the devil he should be a sufferer,
but that he should bring destruction on that
evil spirit. Two thousand years after, it was
foretold to Abraham, that this person should
‘be of the posterity of Isaac, and a blessing

* Genesis, iii, 15, Gerard’s Sermons, 4, 5, §.
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to all nations ; and it was afterwards predic:-
ed, that he should be of the tribe of Judah
and family of David, and be born of a virgin
in the town of Bethlehem. It was foretcld.
by the patriarch Israel, that, till Le should
come, the Jewish government would nct be
subverted ; and by the prophet Daniel the
exact time of lLis death is foiretold, as ‘.Ir
Yerguson has proved in tie most satisfactory
manner. It was foretold, that this \[es«.a:
this triomphant prince znd Saviour, woeuld
die a violent death, as a malefactor not for
anv sin of his own, but for the sins ¢f man-
- kind ; and tha: soon after 13y ceath, the city
and temzle of Jerasulem would be deztraved;
but, netwithstanding this iznominious death,
it was foretold, that his dominien shouvld be
over all nations, and without end, t}"xt he
should speak peace to the heatien, and intro-
Gice a new dispensufiun of things, tending
to, and terminating in, peace and ha*‘PlD(’as
eternal.
It was foretold, that he sheuld preach good
tidings to the poor, and pcrform many mira-
cles fo" the alleviation of human iufirmity;
particularly that he shcuald give sight to the
blind, speech to the dum:b, hearing to the
deaf, and the perfect use of tucir limbs to
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the lame. It was foretold, that he should be
sold for thirty pieces of silver, and that with
this money a potter’s field should be bought;
that he should be scourged, buffeted and spit
upon; that he should be meek and silent be-
fore his accusers; that his hands and feet
should be pierced, but that his bones should
not be broken; that gall and vinegar should
be offered him to drink; that lots should be
cast for his garments; that he should be bu-
ried in a rich man’s sepulchre; and that he
should rise again without seeing corruption.
How far these predictions were verified in
Jesus, no person needs be informed who has
read the New Testament. And in him alone
they were verified, and in no other man that
ever appeared on the earth.

But are all these predictions applied with e-
qual plainness by the propl.ets to the Messiah?
They are not: some are more explicit and
positive, others only insinvated. And it we
had no other evidence of the truth of our re-
ligion, I grant that this would not be so deci-
sive as it is. But, when we take a general
view of the Oldand New Testaments, and ob-
serve, that the one is, as it were, a comple-
tion of the other; and that the revelations
recorded in both, though consisting of many
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parts, ard delivered by different authors,and
in different ages, have the same tendency,
and the most periect unity of design: when
we reflect that these prophecies wouid mean
nothing if they were not fulfilled in Jesus,
but that, as fulfilled in him, they have a most
important meaning; and that the prophets
who uttered them, predicted several other
things that have come to pass, particularly
concerning Tyre and Egypt, Cyrus and Ba-
bylon, and the state of the Jews after their
dispersion by the Romans ; and, which is still
more to the present purpose, when we find
our Saviour and his apostles, whose veracity
and supernatural knowledge we can prove
by other ecidence, appealing to these prophe-
cies, and thereby justifying their doctrine
and conduct, and thereby often silencing and
converting Jews, who had studied the pro-
phets, and acknowledged their authenticity:
in a word, when we join this to the other
proofs of our religion, we become sensible
that the argument from prophecy has a force
in it, which cannot fail to make a strong im-
pression on every candid and considerate
mind. But let not the adversary triumph,
though to him this argument should not ap-
pear satisfactory ; for the truth of our religi-
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on might be proved, though we were to omit
this part of the evidence. Yet this has its use,
in confirming the faith of the inquisitive
christian ; and this has been singularly use-
ful in the conversion of the modern infidel,
as well as of the ancient Jew. See bishop
Burnet’s account of the death of the Earl of
Rochester. »
The better sort of the ancient philosophers
admitted, that certain offices of good will
were due to all mern. But universal benevo-
lence, or a desire to promote the virtue and
happiness of ali men, seems not to have been
prevalent either among them or among the
Jews. Liove to one’s country is celebrated by
the Greek and Roman writers as a sublime
virtue ; but it was such a love, as prompted
men to nothing more, than to take care of
the intevests of their own community, with
little or no covcern for those of other nati-
ons. In this respect the Jews were as nar-
row minded as any people could be ; they de-
spised and hated all other nations; although
the mouvality of Moses and the prophets ought
to have given them a more liberal way of
thinkimz. Into ti.c mind of « Jew, therefure,
how coula it enter, etcepl by supernatwral
means, that the promised prince and Messiab,
E
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~ from whom so many great things were eéx-
pected in behalf of the Jewish nation, should

also be a light to “lighten the gentiles?” and

that the influence of his power and benigni-
ty, as the deliverer of mankind, should be
universal and eternal ; This magnificent idea
is familiar to us, because we derive it from

holy writ: but how remote it must have beea

from the minds of men unaided by revelation,
may appear from this, that there is no trace
of it in any pagan author; except, perhaps,
in the fourth eclogue of Virgil: and that po-
em is gencrally thought to have been com-
posed from some fragments of ancient pro-
phecy, probably of Isaiah, which had come,
we know not how, into the hands of the great
Roman poet.

Of several other prophecies it would not
be difficult to show, that, considering the opi-
nions and temper of the Jews, they are wholly
unaccountable, unless we suppose them te
have been the dictates of inspiration. Such
is that memorable one of Zechariah, after-
wards literally fulfilled in all its parts: “ Re-
** Joice greatly, O daughter of Zion; shout
“ O daughter of Jerusalem ; behold, thy king
“ cometh unto thee: he is just, and having
+* salvation: lowly, and riding upon an ass
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“and upon a colt, the foal of an ass.” -Was
this likely to happen? Was it thus, that

- kings and conquerors used to enter their ca-

pital cities? Was it with this humble equi-
page that the Jews expected their glorious
and triumphant Messiah would appear? Yet
thus he did appear ; infinitely more triumph-
ant and glorious, than if he had been what
they expected.

Before I leave the subject of prophecy, let
me subjoin a remark, which is perhaps too
early introduced, but waich, when the vera-
city of the apostles shall have been evinced
from other topicks, will be found to have great
weight in the argument. It is, that there are
also, in the New Testament, predictions,
which have been plainly accomplished. Such
is our Lord’s prophecy, that he should be be-
trayed, delivered to the gentiles, insulted and

crucified, and should rise from the dead on

the third day ; events, which fell out accord-
ingly ; but of which, at the time he foretold
them, one seemed to be impossible, and the
others very improbable. And such is that,
which he so particularly delivere.. concerning
Peter's momentary apostacy ; a circumstance
which, considering the zeal, the generosity,
and the intrepidity of that apostle, was most

L E 2
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unlikely, and which Peter himself, notwith-
standing his veneration for his master, did
not believe to be possible, till he found it had
happened. I may add, that Peter’s esempla.
rv penitence, and subsequent conduct, when
viewed in connection with the peculiarity of
his character, form a striking proof, that his
faith was equally well founded and sincere,
and that he * knew in whom he believed.”

Those other predictions, that have been

supposed to allude to the church of Rome,
or to the mahometan imposture. I do not
touch upon; because the world has not yet
perhaps seen their completion. But that of
the destruction of Jerusalem must not be
overlooked : as it was so soon and in so signal
a manner veritied: and as it related to an
event. which, when our Saviour foretold it
the Jews being then at peace with the Ro-
mans, and apparentlv reconciled to their
voke, no human wisdom could have foreseen.
So great is the resemblance between this
prophecy and the calamities that followed. as

NI N

these are recor?ed hv Flavius Josephus. who |

had the best opuurtunities of infurmation,
being himself present at the siege: so like,
I say, is the prediction to the event. that one
would not be surprised, if the infidel were to
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suspect, that the event must have been prior
to the prediction. But it is somewhat re-
markable, that Matthew, Mark, and Luke,
who have recorded this prophecy, died before
the destruction of Jerusalem, and that John,
whosurvived it, has not recorded the prophecy.

1 shall first set down some parts of this
prophecy. introduced with a prediction of
Damel; and secondly, I shall quote some
passages from Josephus, and one sentence
from Tacitus, relating to the events whereby
those predictions seem evidently to have been
fulfilled.

 After threescore and two weeks,” says
Daniel, “ Messiah shall be cut ofi, and the
* people of the prince that shall come shall
“ destroy the city and the sanctuary ; and the
“end thereof shall be with a flood, and unto
“the end of the war desolations are deter-
“ mined.”

“ Seest thou these great buildings ?” says
our Saviour, speaking of the temple. “ There
*“ shall no* be lett one stone upon another,
“ that shall not be thrown down. The days
“ shall come upon thee (O Jerusalein), when
“thine enemies shall cast a trench about
“thee, and keep thee in on every side, and
¢hall Jay thee even with the ground, and shall

LJ
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* not leave thee one stone upon another.
““ And great earthquakes shall be in divers
‘- places, and famines and pestilences and
~ fearful sights; and great signs shall there
“ be from heaven. There shail be great tri-
* bulation, such as never happened from the
* beginning of the world to this time.—They
“ shall fall by the edge of the sword, and
“ shall be led away captive into all nations:
*“ and Jerusalem shall be trodden down of
- the gentiles—This generation shall not
** pass, till all these things be fulfilled.”

The reader may compare this prophecy
with the following extracts; the fifth of
,which is from Tacitus, the rest from Jose-
phus.

1. “ Titus commanded his soldiers to dig
*up the foundations of both the city and
“ the temple.”

2. “ Vespasian's army compassed the city
“ round about with a wall of thirty-nine fur-
“longs, having on it thirteen towers, and
“ kept them in on every side; and so made
- it ir possible for the Jews within the city
** to escape.”

3. “ Titus having commanded his soldiers
“to dig up the city, this was so completely
“ done, by levelling the whole compass of it,

1 Rl
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= except three towers, that they who came
“to see it were persuaded it could never be
% built again.”

4. “In the times of Claudius and Nero,”
(a few years before the destruction of Jeru-
salem,) “ therc happened in Jadea a prodigi-
¢ cus tempest, and vehemeut winds with rain
“and dreadful lightning and thunder, and
“roarings of the trembling earth.”

5. “ Armies seemed to encounter, and wea-
“ pons to glitter in the sky; the temple seem-
“ed to blaze with fire issuing from the ciouds;
“and a voice more than human was heard,
“declaring, that the deities were quitting the
“place, which was attended with the sound
“ of a great motion, as of persons going away.”

6. “ The great gate of the temple” (which
twenty men could scarcely shut, and which
was secured by bolts and bars) “ was s2en te
“ open of its own accord: a sword appeared
“ hanging over the city; a comet was seen
* pointing down upon it for a whole year to-
“ gether. Before the sun went down, there
“ appeared armies in battie array, and cha-
“ riots compassing the country, and investing
“ the cities : a thing so strange, that it would
“ pass for a fable, were there not men living
“to attest it.”




68 THE GOSPEL HISTORY

7. “ Never was any nation more wicked,
“ nor ever did a city suffer as they did.—All
*“ the miseries that mankind had suffered
¢ from the beginning of the world were not
¢ %o be compared with those that the Jewish
“ nation did then suffer. The nuinber of cap-
“tives was ninety-seven thousand. Titus
“ sent many to Egypt, and most of them he
* dispersed into the Roman provinces.”*

In Jerusalem, during the siege, there pe-
rished by famine, discase, and the sword,
8;x hundred thousand, according to Suetoni-
ous ; eleven hundred thousand, according to
Josephus and Jornandes. And not long after,
a general persecution of the Jews took place
throughout the Roman empire. All these
things came to pass within the space of forty
vdars after the death of our Saviour; so that
the generation, which was on earth when he
uttered this memorable prophecy, had not
passed away, when it was in all its parts ac-
complished.

This estraordinary revolution has had con-
sequences not less extraordinary. Ever since
the period I spesk of, the Jews have been

* See Whitby, quoted by West, in his observations

on the history and evidences of the resvrrection «i
Jesus Christ; p. 380, @lit. 5.
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dispersed through all nations, without obtain-
ing a regular establishment in any; have
been generally despised wherever they went;
have been without a king, without a prince,
and without a sacrifice: and yet have nct lost
their religion, nor been incorporated with
the gentiles among whom they wander: but
still remain a distinct people. Has such been
the fate of any other nation? Could this,
then, have been foreseen or foretold, except
by supernatural means? Yet of them this
was foretold by Jeremiah, Ezekiel, Hosea,
and Moses. Indeed the whole history of this
peoyle, befare their dispersion by Titus and
since, bears irrefrazable testimony to the
truth of both the Old Testament and the
New. See Addison’s remarks on it, in the
four hundred and ninety-fifth paper of the
Spectator® So much for prophecy. The ar-
gument arising from the excellency, and sin-
gular nature, of the christian doctrine, will
be considered by and by.

* See =lso Butler’s Analogy, part ii. chap. 7.
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SECTION III.

The subject continued.  The faith of the first disci-
ples was the effect, not of weakness, but of well
groanded conviction,

Tae histerical part of the New Testa-
ment was written by men, who wcre eye-
witnesses of many of the faets they relate,and
had the rest from the authentick information
of eve-witnesses. Those men either pip NoT
1:eL1EVE what they wrote, or pip BELIEVE
1t

1. If they did not believe what they wrote,
they were impostors, and wanted to deceive
the world. Now men never form a plan of
that nature, unless with a view to gain some
end: that is, to obtain some good, real or
imaginary. For it is inconceivable, that a ra-
tional being should give himself the trouble
to invent an imposture, and support it through
Jife ; a work of great difficulty, and in a case
like that before us, of the greatest danger;
in order to draw down mischief upon himself:
and it is not more probable that he should do
all this by chance, and without any purpose
or intention whatever. When Psalmanaazar
forged his fable of the island Formosa, can
we imagine that he had no meaning in it, or
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that by so doing he intended to hurt his own
interest ? Is it not more likely, that be hoped.
to make his fortune by it? What then was the
niotive, that could induce the apostles to de-
* ceive mankind? What fortune did they hope
to make? What good, real or imaginary,
could they have in view, if they were consci-
ous that what they affirmed was falsehood ?
Certain it is, that when their Lord left
them, they could no longer expect to advance
their temporal interest, by adhering to his
cause. On the contrary, they were told
from the first, and, after his death, they
knew and believed, that persecution and
martyrdom would be their lot in this world; -
and, as their Jewish education must have
taught them that God is just and holy, they,
knowing themselvres to be deceivers, could
entertain no hope with respect to the next.
And this must equally have been the state of
their mind, whether with the pharisees they
believed a future life, or with the sadducees
denied it. Surely, the certain prospect of
persecution here, with no hope of reward, or
with the apprehension of punishment here-
after, can never be the motive that tempts
men to falsify. Present zain might tempt the
covetous, present power the ambitious, or
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present pleasure the sensual: and a delusive
hope of future pieasure or power might tempt
t1  enthusiast. But, where none of these
temptations existed ; and, with respect to the
apostles, it is certain that none of tl.em did
or could exist ; what was there in nature, or
in the human imagination. that could induce
them to encounter a life of pain and poverty,
persecution and scorn in support of a lie?
All the iinpostors that ever appeared on earth
aimed at the acquisition of temporal advan-
tages, of pleasure, wealth, or power: and in-
Ceed it is hard to conceive, what other mo-
tives could induce 3 rational being to become
an impostor. And, with these alluremerts
in their eye, we too often tind that men cun
harden themselves, for a time at least, against
the terrours of a life to come.

Will it be said, that the apostles intended,
by an mposture, merely to distinzuish them-
telves, and acquire fame ? This could not be
their intention. All their doctrines have a
tendency to raise the mind above the present
world, and make it superiour to every consi-
deration of that sort. The love of fame is
not that universal passion which Dr. Young
supposes it to be. They who have conversed
with many people, of different conditions and




15 TRUE. VIS

characters, must have found, that the greater
part of mankind have no idea of such a pas-
sion. Nor is the love of distinction so strong
in any breast, as to make a man expose him-
self knowingly to perdition and infamy in or-
der to obtain it. Let it be observed too, that
the first apostles were men of mean conditi-
on, mean education, anu mean employment,
and most of them considerably advanced in
years. In the minds of such men we never
see the love of fame predominant ; though in
such minds we often see the love of a fair
character prevail, which, however, most men
Lnow is not to be acquired by dishonesty and
falsehood.

When men resolve to set an imposture on
foot, they must have some reason to expect
success in it; because a detection is in all
cases dangerous, and may in many be fatal.
The juggler knows that his audience are cre-
dulous, and more willing to wonder than to
inquire ; he knows too, that some of them
are his confederates, and that far the greater
number are ready to take his part against
those, who by their impertinent curiosity or
unbelief, may he inclined to interrupt the en-
tertainment. Psalmanaazar was in no danger
of detection ; his island being little known,
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and at a great distance. He contrived a pro-
bable tale; and, to make it the more proba-
ble, he did what he knew nobody would sus-
pect him of having done, because no cne
man had ever done so before—he invented a
new language. In fact, though at first some
doubted, he was never detected; his fable
obtained credit for more than half a century;
and it was his own voluntary confession, the
effect of sincere though late repentance, that
let the world into the secret.

Now, suppose a few illiterate fishermen to
contrive a new religion, different from all
others, and endeavour to obtrude it on man-
kind, in opposition to the temporal interests
of their immediate rulers, and to all the pree
judices, the passions, the power, the learning,
the philosophy, and the eloquence, of an en-
lightened and inquisitive age; what chance
would they have to succeed in the imposture?
How is it possible that they should entertain
any hope of success at all? The thing is im-
possible. And therefore the apostles must
have certainly known, that their religion was
from heaven, and would be supported by su-
pernatural means; which actually happened
to be the case. For on no other supposition
can the extraordinary success of their mini-
stry be accounted for,
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A disposition to falsify and deceive is a
criminal passion, that never appears single
or solitary in the mind. Other evil passions
never fail to accompany this ; for where the

_love of truth is not, virtue cannot be. But
the apostles, after their conversion, wers
patterns of every vittue; of humility, pati-
ence, benevolence, piety, and the most amia-
ble simplicity of manners; virtues, which
‘never did, nor ever can, meet in the charac-
ter of g deceiver. Lying makes a man infa-
mous ; which it would not do, if the weorld
did not know by the experience of all ages,
that from him who is inclined to that prac-
tice no good is to be expected. I may add,
that the virtues above mentioned, exemplified
as they uniformly were in all the apostles,
must have been the effect, not so much of .
natural disposition, for the apostles were in
other respects of different characters, as of-
that divine grace and truth, with which they

were equally and uniformly enlightened.

The first preachers of the gospel taught
men to subdue all irregular desires of plea-
sure, wealth, and power, and to suppress
every tendency of the heart to pride, vanity,
and vain-glory. Had they themselves been

& actuated by such desires or tendencies, their
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conduct must have belied their doctrine. But
no two things can be more consistent, than
the doctrine and practice of the apostles:
they tavght what they practised, they prae.
* tised what they taught ; and through life, and
at death, their whole behaviour was uniform,
By what they taught they could never
hope to make themselves popular, either in
the higher or in the lower ranks of life: for
they flattered no human vice, but absolute.y
prohibited all. Among the vulgar they met
with no little opposition, from prejudice,
want of sense, and brutal manners. From
¢lie learned, of their own or of other coua-
tries, they couid expect no indulgence: be-
cause the religion they introduced was in

1nost things directly opposite to the spirit of

:pagan philosophv, as well as to the tenets
and temper of the Jewish sectaries. And
from the Roman emperours, who in those
days might be called the siwereigns of the
world, what but persecution could that men
look for, who was to deny their deification,
and refuse to pay them divine honours: s
prerogative, whereof those proud potentates
too well knew the value to permit it to he
wrested from them with impunity; but
which, however, was al last, though not with

 d

|
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impunity, wrested from them, in consequence
of the preaching of a few unlettered fisher-
men from Judea.

Though the apostles did not, as some en-
thusiasts have done, provoke persecution, but
exerted on all proper occasions a becoming
prudence, yet self-interest cannot be said to
bave determined their conduct in a single
instance. On the eontrary, nothing is more
evident, from their history and writings,
than that, after the commencement of their
ministry,(the business of their lives was, to
promote the glory of God)\and make men
superiour both to the adverdities and prospe-
rities of this life, and happy in that which
is to come. And this they did, not by recom-
‘ mending, like the Stoicks, an unnatural and
impracticable insensibility, or a stern resolu-
tion to submit to that which cannot be re-
sisted ; but by teaching, that the evils inci.
dent to this state of trial are all intended,
by the merciful Father of mankind, as pa-
ternal admonitions. or as opportunities of
calliig forth and exercising those virtues,
which are necessary to prepare us for the
enjoyment of future reward.

And let it not be forgotten, that they had
been educated in the principles and preju-

F




8 THE GOEPEL HISTORY

dices of the Jews; a nation at that time uni-
versally despised, and, if we admit the testi-
mony of their countryman Josephus, as
- wicked as any that ever was on the earth;
in spite of the advantages they ought to have
derived from Moses, znd their other moralists
and prophets. The virtue of the Roman peo-
ple was not in those days exempiary. Yet
when we compare their manners, as they oc-
casionally appear in the sacred history, with
those of the Jews, how we are struck with
* the differcnce!

The Romans are indeed pagans ; but they
are not destitute of that good nature and love
of justice, which one expects to find in a ci-
vilized nation: the Jews are seldom seen in
~ any other character than that of bloody bar-
barians. Pontius Pilate avowed our Lord¢
innocence, and showed an inclination to save
his life: Gallio, proconsul of Achaia, acted
with good sense and moderation, when Paul
was brought before him:* Claudius, Lysias,
Festus, and Felix, in their treatment of the.
sa.ne apostle, were not unmercifully severe;
and the centurion, whose prisoner he was in
his voyage to Italy, was very much attached

® See Disquisitions concerning the Antiquities of

the Christian Church, chap. i.
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to him. Bat the Jewish priests, scribes, and
elders, conspired to murder our Saviour
without a trial, suborned persons to bear
false witness against him, and bribed one of
his followers to betray him; and the same
assembly, or their successors in office, con-
nived at a scheme, and of course corcurred
in it, for the assassination of Paul. In a word,
it appears, that the greater part, and what
we call the better sort, of the Jews of that
age, when they had resolved on any measure,
would not hesitate to employ. any m:eans,
however unjust, cruel, or shameful, in the -
accomplishment of it. That a nation so ut-
terly profligate should have at the same time
produced twelve men of such exalted piety,
generous benevolence, and morals so refined
and so perfect, as Jesus Christ and his apos-
tles, is almost as great a miracle, by the ac-
knowledgment of Rousseau himself (whe is
not partial to the sacred writers), as any that .
stands on record. There must have been
something extraordinary in the cause, that
could in these circumstances produce charac-
ters so transcendertly excellent. |
Of our Lord’s disciples, previously to their
conversion, we know little ; but this we know,
that they soon after became preachers and
F2
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patterns of righteousness. How is it possible
that this should have been the effect of their
engaging in an imposture?{Can the conti-
nued przctice of hypoerisy and lying improve
and purify the beart ? "The age wherem they
lived, being more enfightened than any that
had gone before it, and beyond measure 2d-
dicted to disputation and inquiry, was a most
unfavourable period for the introduction of
sny publick fraud. In all that part of the
world the arms of Rome had established her
policy, the exactness whereof is well known ;
 and the Greek learning, universally stmhed
by the Romans, was likely to be carried into
every country that was subject to their power.
It deserves particular notice, that, till after
the death of their master, the apostles were
never cured of the national mistake,that the
Messiah was to be a great temporal prince,
and to make the Jews the most powerful
people in the world. Accordingly we find,
that, immediately after his crucifixion, they
were greatly disconcerted, and at a loss what
to think of him. “ We trusted,” said they,
“that it had been he who should have re-
“ deemed Israel.”* At that time, it seems,
the cross was a stumbling block to them, as
* See the Jast chaptcr of St. Luke.
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well as to others. And no wonder, consider-

ing the bopes they had formed, and the sad
though bhe had plainly foretold it, they were
so unwilting to believe, as to flatter them-
selves it could not happea. In this state of
confusion and troubie, if they had entertain-
ed any suspicion of imposture, pay, if they
had not been certain that there was no im-
posture, might they not, with a very good
grace, and is it not probable that they weuld,
have returned to their business and their first
relizion, saying, This was not the man whom
we believed him %0 be? And as, for reasons
already given, nothing could have been more
agreeable to their rulers, than such a decla-
ration frem such persons, it must undoubt-
edly have promoted their temporal interest.
But their adherence to their Lord, and his
cause, in circumstances so very extraordi-
nary, is & procf that they knew they did
right; and were thorougiiy satisfied, that
the supernatural knowledge, which they re-
ceived about this time from himself, after
his resurrection, and at the descent of the
holy ghost, was really from heaven.

The reader will he pleased to bestow a
second thought on this argument. Let us for .

rJ
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a moment take for granted what is plainly
absurd, and suppose it possible that the apos-
tleg, during the life of their master, might
" have been imposed on; that the miracics
they saw him perform were not real but fic-
titious ; that the divine sanctity of his man-
nérs was assumed, and not genuine ; and that
the excellency of his doctrine, the authority
that accompanied all his words, and the ve-
neration which his presence inspired, were
the effect of mere human eloquence and ad-
dress: yet surely his death, if it had put an
end to his being, would have at last opened
their eyes, and satisfied them, that he was
not what he had declared himself to be.
With this persuasion, which on the present
supposition they must have had, they, in af-
firming that he was risen from the dead, and
in continuing to teach what he had taught,
must have known themselves, to be impos-
tors. What then could be their motive to
persist in a lie? That which could Le ne
motive at all: the certain prospect of perse-
cution, and death, (for how could they ima-
gine it would fare better with them, than it
had fared with their master?) without any
advantage whatever to couaterbalance those
evils, And what would have been their mo-
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acknowledge they had been imposed on?
The strongest {iiai can intiuence human na-
ture : ﬁrst that indignation, which would be
matural in men, who had forsaken all to fol-
low a person whom they now found to have
deluded them into a very dangerous snare;
secondly, the hope of advancing their inte-
rest, by doing that which, for reasons already
given, must have gratified their rulers in the

highest degree ; and, thirdly, the conscious-
ness of having, as became honest men, per-

formed a duty, which they owel to them-
selves, their religion, and their country. In
fact, if they were endowed with any share of

understanding or of spirit, nay, if they were

not both idiots and madmen, it is not possi-
ble to account for their conduct on any other

* supposition than this, that their testimony is

true. The man must be credulous indeed, as
well as ignorant of human nature, who can
hesitate to admit this conclusion ; unless he
chose to reject the New T'estament history
altogether. And, if he do that, let him ac-
religion, if he can. And let him no more
pretend, that credit is due to ancient re-
cords,

count for the existence of the christian’

~ tives to return to their Jewish profession, and

¢
‘
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When we compare the four gospels with

- one another, we see nothing like callusion in

R e N TIPS

the authors, but we may see very plain evi.
dence that there is no collusion. They do not
ail relate the same things, nor exactly in the
same manner: nor does any one eof their
books seem intended as an apelogy for any
other, or as a comment upon it. In the style
of each there are peculiarities, more observ-
able indeed ir the original Greek than in

any translation ; but the same unaffected sim-
. plieity prevails through all. Their testimonies-

differ not in any thing material ; and yet they
differ as much as is usually ex,-cted in wit-

~ nesses, separately examined, and giving a

candid account of what they had seen and
heard. A perfect coincidence, where testimo-
nies consist of many particulars, would breed

. suspicion of a preconcerted plan: a few slight

variations, in matters of little moment, would

— e st .

. in most cases impress a pex suasion of the

integrity of witnesses. If in this manner we")
judge of the veracity of one another, and if
the ecommon sense of mnankind warrants the
judgment, and their experience, after long !
trial, finds no flaw in it, why should we |
argue from different principles, in judging of |
the veracity of the evangelists ?

/ |

4
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Laying all these things together, every
person who understands humaa nature, and
has read the New Testament with care, and
with(that humility and teachableness, that
form as it were the ground-work of christian
faith,ymust be satisfied that the apostles were
no impostors, but believed sincerely what
they taught: which, indeed, to a2 man of
tasie would appear, as observed already,
from the simple and artless manner in which
they tell their story, deliver their doctrine,
and record their own fzults, mistakes, and
follies.

II. It appears then, that they believed
what they taught, and what they recorded.
And if so, their faith must have been the
effect, either of weakNEss, or of weLL
GROUNDED CONVICTION.

Of weakness it could not be the effect.
Such of their docirines as are level to hu-
man capacity appear to be agreeable to the

~purest trauth, and the soundest moiality. All

the genius and learning of the heathen world;

all the penetration of Pythagoras, Socrates,
and Aristotle, had never been able to pro-
duce such a system of moral duty, and so
rational an account of prowdence and of
man, as is to be found in the New Testa-
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ment. Compared, indeeci, to this, all other
moral and theologieal wisdom
Loses discountenanced, asd like folly shows,
Was the great apostle of the gentiles a2 weak
‘man; he who spoke and wrote with such
energy and address, and whose eloquence
made a Roman proconsul tremble? Were
those weak men who, tanght a system of opi-
nions, which even the sovereigns of the
world, and som= of the least cruel, the most
learned, and the most politick of: them too,
thought it theirinterest to bear down and de-
stroy, not with argument, in which it would
appear they had no confidence, but with fire
and sword? Were those wegk men, who, n
defiance of persccution, and in oppesition to
all the power, policy, and learning, of the
- Roman empire, brought in, though unarmed
and defenceless, a new religion, which con-
tinues to this day ; is gradually extending it-
~ self over the ear:h more and more ; and by
the still small voice of reason daily puts to
silence, or confu:es at least, its most cunning
and most inveterate adversaries? Were those
weak men, who taught that, which has given
wisdom and happiness to millions of mankind,
/ and has without violence introduced into the
manners and policy of a great part of the
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world changes the most important and bene-
ficial, and likely to be as durable as the world
itself > Could those, in fine, be weak men,
whom the most inquisitive and most enlight-
ened minds that have been on earth since
their ime, whom Bacon and Grotius, whom
Newton and Boyle, whom Hooker, Clarke,
Batler, and Stillingfleet, whom Miiton, Cla-
rendon, Addison, Arbathnot, and Lyttleton,
have held in the highest veneration, as not
only wise, but inspired. Either, then, let the
infidel admit, that the publishers of christi-
anity were not weak men; or let him prove,
that the great persons now mentioned were
destitute of understanding, or at least in that
respect inferior to himself.

In the sciences it has often happened, that
from ignorance of nature, men of great abi-
lities have been led into errour, which acci-
dental discovery, or more accurate observa-
tion, has enabled succeeding inquiries to rec-
tify. But no modern discoveries invalidate,
in the smallest degree, the proof of out re-
ligion. There is nothing in the philosophy
of evidence that corresponds to telescopes or
microscopes, to electricity or magnetism.
Men judge of that matter now, as they did
formerly. Credible testimony and their
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- senses they believed froin the beginning, and
they do so still. Nor has it yetbeen found out,
that any miracle recorded in the gcspel is

"impossible to divine power,)or any doctrine

there taught unworthy of divine wisdom. E-
very new discovery in the visible universe
. exalts, when rightly understood, our ideas of
' the goodness and greatness of the Creator,

| , and ought, consequently, to cherish that love
“and fear of him, which th¢ whole tenour of

. revelation commands us to cultivate. And
every late improvement ia criticism and the

knowledge of antiquity is found, when appli-
ed to the sacred writings, to threw light upon
them, and, by so doing, to confirm the histo-
rv, and recommend the doctrine. The pro-
gress of science, therefore, whereby in so ma-
ny other respects the opinions of the ancients
have been confuted or rectified, seems to
confirm what the apostles taught concerning
tlie religion of Jesus, by proving its perma-

. uency and unalterable nature.

Granting then, that the modern infidel,
profiting by the discoveries of latter times,
may be better informed in the sciences than
the primitive christians were ; it will not fol-
low that he, or that the acutest~of our philo-
sophers, can be a better judge of the leading
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evidenees of christianity. It is true that in
some things we are not so credulous, as the
world must have been while philosophy and
history were little knowr ; and that of course
we are more scrupulous in the examination
of some sorts of evidence. But, in regard
to the miracles, whereof the apostles were
ey‘e-witnesa.,s which they recorded in their
writings, in the belief of which they lived
and dxed and most of which their enemies of

T that time did not deny, they were as little li-

ab]e to be imposed on, as if each of them

possessed the learning of Grotius, with
the penetratnon of Newton. For such wias the
nature of those miracles, that, to make an
attentive spectatora competent judge of them,
neither learning nor genius was necessary ;
nor any other taient or accomplishment, but
a sound mind, an honest heart, and the right
use of one’s senses.

They saw men, whom they and all the
country knew to have been blind from their
birth, made to see in an instant, without the
application of any instrument or medicine:
they saw leprosy, palsy, and other obstinate
diseases, removed in the same manner, by
barely speaking a word: they saw the dead
raisgd to life, yea, raised even from the grave:
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they saw a man’s ear cut off by the sword of
Peter, and the wound immediately healed
with a touch: they saw water converted into
wine in the presence of many persons, who
drank of it, and were satisfied that the trans-
formation was reai: they themselves were
part of a multitude of five thousand, whose
hunger was allayed by a few loaves and
fishes, when more fragments were left than
there had been food at first: they saw their
master walk on the surface of the sea; and
they were present, when at his command 3
storm was changed into a calm.

By the instantaneous operation of the sarae
divine word, they frequently saw human be-
dies set free from the tyranny of demons:
for that God, in order to manifest the supre
macy of his Son over the powers of dark-
ness, as well as over the visible universe,
might, at that time, and in that country, per-
mit evil spirits to molest mankind more than
usual, will not be affirmed to be either im-
possible or improhable, by those who ac-
knowledge the possibility of revelation. Or
if we suppose the distemper to have been no
otirer than madness, or than epilepsy, (which,
however, the gencral tenour of the history
will hardly permit us to suppose,) the cure
-

4
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must still be allowed to be miraculous. For
to remove these ideas by speaking a word,
and to expel a demon, are equally beyond
the reach of human power, and eqeally ¢-cy
to that which is divine.

The apostles heard their master foretell
several events, particularly his crucifixion
and resurrection, and they saw that, as well
as some of his other prophecies, accomplish-
ed. They saw him publicly crucified, pierced
with a spear, and buried. They saw the pro-
digies that accompanied his last suffering;
at least, they must have seen the preternatu-
ral darkness, and felt the earthquake; and

-the rending of the weil of the temple they
would not have mentioned, if they had not
known that it was so. Three days after, ac-
cording to his prediction, they saw him alive
again ; conversed with him, aie and probably
drank with him, felt his body to be a real
material body, felt even the scars of his
wounds, saw him frequently during the space
of forty days; and finally, weie standing by
him, and receiving his benediction. when in
open day they saw him ascend towards hea-
ven, following him with their eyes till a cloud
received him out of their sight.

These. are facts, in regard to which they

i
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could not be mistaken, though they had been
the most eredulous of mankind. But credu-
lous they were not: some of them, on the
contrary, seem to have been unreasomably
sceptical. Indeed, if we allow them to have
had eommon understanding, which no person
who knows their story will deny, we must
suppose, that they would not rashly, or with-
out full eonviction, engage in a cause, which
in a temporal view was likely to cost them
so dear. They were, it is true, unlettered
men: but the propriety of their conduet, the
wisdom of their doctrine, and the success of
their ministry, are so much the clearer proofs
of their inspiration.

One of them, a man of learning and un-
common abilities, a zealous Jew and an un-
relenting persecutor of the christians, in the
midst of his samguinary career, while he
“ verily thought with himself,” that the cause
he had engaged in was acceptable to God,
and beneficial to his country; while, by ad-
hering to it, he seemed to have every { ng
to hope that could gratify his ambition, and
‘while, by revolting from it in the way he
did, he had every temporal inconvenience
‘that can intimidate human nature: this man,
I say, while in these circumstances, and
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charged with a publick commission which he
himself had solicited from the high priest,
and at the head of a train of attendants, was,
together with them, at noon-day, struck te
the earth by an extraordinary light from
heaven ; in consequence of which he became
a christian, declaring that he had been warn-
ed by a supernatural veice; renounced for
ever =ll worldly pursuits, and cheerfully
submitted to poverty, persecution, and death,

for the religion of Jesus.

What could be his motive? Was it a res
gard to duty, founded on his knowledge, and
his love, of the truth ? Then is his conduct
easily accounted for; and his resizmation to
the many evils he had to sufler was the effect
of that support, which pious men receive,
from the approbation of their own mind, the
hope of future reward, and the enlivening
influence of divine grace. From any other
principle, is it possible to account rationally
for his conduct ? Was it from lust of fame,
the desire of pleasure or of power, or in or-
der to bhetter his fortune, that this man,
with a mind elevated by genius, and enlight-
ened by learning, cl.ose to descend, with cer-
tain, imminent, and dreadtul danger to him-
selt’ from a high and honourabie station ; that

G
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he might become the associate of a few poor,
despised, persecuted and illiterate fishermen,
among whom he never assumed any superi-
ority, and whose master had lately been put
to an ignominious death as a malefactor,
uot only of the worst kind, but also of tho
meanest eondition?

In a word, Paul either was, or was net, an
impostor. If he was an impostor, he must
have been a very singular one indeed. For,
iustead of aiming at riches, honour, pleasure,
or power (and at one or the other, or all of
these, all other impostors have aimed), bis
hopes and parposes must in every respeet irave
~ hada contrary direction. He must have pze-
ferred contempt to honour, imprisonment to
liberty, danger to security, and scourging,
stoning, hunger, nakedness,* and martyr- |
dom (for they were all before him, and he
underwent them all without 2 murmur), te
a life of ease and affluence. And, finally, be- ;
ing a strict pharisee, and consequently be-
lieving a future state, he must without any
temporal allarement whatever, have prefer-
red damnation to happiness in the world to
come. But could he thus, in every sense of -
the word, prefer misery to its opposite? If he

* 2 Cor. xi. 27. 1 Cor. iv. 11, 13, 13.
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could, he was 2 madman: which his writings
and history prove he was not.

If he was no impostor, he rust have been
2a honest man: and, that being admitted,
we must also admit what he testifies concern-
ing the manner and consequences of his con-
version ; in other words we must believe the
gospel to be true. And if he was the author
of those epistles, which, ever since they were
written, have borne his name: and if he
taught those doctrines, which the physician
Luke, his fellow traveller, heard from his -
mouth, and has recorded ; he must have
been no frantick or weak enthusiast, but a
person of goed understanding, of e\(mplal y
virtae, and of the highest attam'nents in true
wisdom ; in that wisdom, I mean, “ which
is from above,” and which tends to purify
our nature, and make us happy, both now

and forever. The thiricenth chapter of his

first epistle to the Corinthians would 2lone
prove him to have been one of the best and
wisest men that ever Lived.

I said, that Paul, if he was not an impos-
tor, mast have been an honest man: and,
this bein> admitted, that the gospel must be
true. If indeed it could be shown, that he
was credulous, and that before his conversion

G 2
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he had entertained any partiality to tl:c doe-
trines and character of Jesus, it might seem
possible at icast, though no doubt very im-
probable, that his passion and imagination
might Lave disordered his judgment, amd
perverted his senses ; and,. therefore. that the
circumstances of his conversion, though be-
lieved bv him to be real, might have been
yisionary. Well: was he a credulous man ?
or had he any partiality of this kind?

So far was he from being creduious. *ha:
all he had heard of our Lord s miracles (for
he must have heard of them, and from eye-
witnesses too). had no weight with him ; and
nothing could overcome his incrednlity. but
a miracle wrought upon himself: wrought,
not in darkness ov in solitude, or at a time
wkhen any thing had happened to enfeeble or
depress his mind, but at noonday, in the
publick highway, in the midst of his adhe-
rents, in the nel«rhbom'hood of a great town,
and while he himself was omplowd as he
firmly believed, in the servige of God, and
of his country. And so far was he from en-
tertaining any partiality to the christian cause,
that, till this miracle was wrought for his
conversion, he looked upon Jesus as an im-
postor and blasphemer, and upon the disci-
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ples. as a set of men whom it was in the
hizhest degree meritorious to persecute and
destrov.

In sonie of Lis epistles, addressed to churches
he had planted, we find him declaring, as
a thing which they knew to be true, that he
v.as endowed with the power of working mi-
racles, and had actually wrought many. I
the fact had been otherwise, vrould he have
hazarded such a declaration, in writing to =~
people, amung whom he Lnew he had person-
al vpposers, and whom he was reproving for
several irregularities? * And if the fact was
se, if he really was a worker of miracles, as
well as a preacher of the purest and sublimest
morality, must we not consider him as in a
very peculiar manner, and ina very high de-
gree, favoured by that being, who is the
giver of every good and of every perfect gift?
They who believe in God, and candidly weigh
all these circuinstances, will not object to St.
Paul’s veracity. And if that which he testi-
lies concerning himself be true, it is abso-
lutely impossible that the gos<pel can be false.

Indeed the.conversion of this great man,
and his conduct both before and after he be-
e 2u apostle, de uloue amount to such a

* See Butl's Arclogy, partii chap. 7.
.
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proof of our religion, as cannoi be over.
thrown, in any other way, than by proving
the acts of the apostles, and the subsequent
spistles, to be fiction and forgery. The read-
er will find a full, an elegant, and, I think,an
unanswerable illustration of this argument,
in lord Lyvttleton's Remarks on the Coaver-
ston of St. Paul.

And now, to conclade this part of the sub-
jeet, let them, who are acquainted with the
history of our Saviour, attend io it ever so
slizhtly, and then say, what regard is due to
the judgment of those, whc talk of electrici-
ty and magnetism as principles in nature ca-
pabie of exalting the man who understands
them into 2 worker of miracles. Will mag-
netism or electricity, or any other natural
principle that can ve mentioned, enable the
person who is skilled in it to raise himself or
others from the dead: to cure diseases by
speaking a word ; to fovete!l future events;
to make a few loaves and fishes a sufficient
mea) for five thousand men; to publish a
system of morality more perfect than any
other that ever was in the world; to impart
lo other men the power of working miracles,
and particularly of speaking languages they
had never learned? We have heasd of mak-

|
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ing the agitation of water subside by pouring
onl on it: Plutarch mentious this as 2 well
known fact, quotes Aristotle's reason for it,
and gives another of Lis ocwn:* and of late
it is said to have been proved by experiment;
but who viill undertake to calm the sea by
uttering a word ?

They who compare the meekness and be-
wevoience, the candour and modesty, the
power and the dignity, of our Saviour, with
the craft, secrecy. and ostentation of a jug-
gler, (one trembles even to think of the com-
parison,) and find no material difference be-
tween the mighty works of the one and the
petty iricks of the other, are Yar beyond the
reach of argument, and must, on this subject
at least, be absolutely irrational. As weil
might they say, that the juggler, because he
can shift a card. or manage an easy calcuia-
tion, must have the command of nature,
and the power of changing death into life
The clown who should say so, would be
laughed at for his credulity and ignorance.
What then shall we think of the philosopher,
who, in his judzment of our Saviour’s mira-
cles, shows himself equally iznovant ard cre.
dulous ?

* Flot. Nat. Quast, 13,
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Lastly ; the apostles found themselves en-
dowed, agreeably to their Lord's pred:rtion,
with the power of working such miracles as
he had wrought. Thzy saw the lame wall,
the living drop down dead, and the a.ad
arise to life, at their command. Tihey felt
themselves on c. sudden enabled to speaka
variety of ianguages they had never learned;
a talent which, in the course of their minis-
try, they must have had frequent occasion to
exercise. Iu this is it probable, is it possi-
ble, that they could be mistaken?

Their faith, thercfore, was the cffect, not
of weakszss, but of WELL GROUNDED CON-
vicTioN. CONSEQUENTLY THEIR TESTIMNO-
Y IS TRUE.

SECTION 1V,

The subject continued. The Excellency and Singular
Nature of Chiristianity, a "roof of its Truzh.
IT was hinted, that the other evidences of

our religion mayv be greatly confirmed by the

consideration of.i's sinzular nature, and by
the peculiar excellency ot the knowledge we
derive from it. For, if it shall be found to
have made its way in the world, in opposition
to human power. wnd by more than human
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means ; if its excellency be such as to trans-
cend the best efforts ¢f human wisdom ; and
if in its purity and tendency it be altogether
worthy of God; we must, I think, assign it
a divine original.

Some things pertaining to this part of the
subject h=ve been mentioned already. But,
in a disquisition of this sort, in which the
evidence hangs so closely together, that
scarce any one part of it can be treated sepa-
rate from the rest, a few repetitions will be
pardoned, because it is not easy to avoid
them.

Never was there on earth any other persoa
of so extraordinary a character as the founder
of vur religion. In him we uniformly see a
wiidness. dignity, composure, and a perfection
of wisdom and of goodness, that plainly
point him cut as a superiour being. But his
superiority was all in his own divine mind.
He liad none of those outward advantages
that have distinguished all other lawgivers.
ile had no inflcernce in the state; he had no
wealth ; he aimed at no worldly power. He
vas the son of a carpenter’s wife, and he was
imself a carpenter. So poor were his re-
yuted parents, that at the time of his birth his
nother could obtain no better ledging thau a
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stable ; and so poor was hc himself, that he
often had no lodging at all. That he had no
advantages of education, we may infer from
the surprise expressed by his neighbours on
hearinghimspeak inthe synagogue: “ Whence
“ hath this man these things > What wisdom
“1is this which is given him? Is not this the
“ carpenter. the son of Mary? Are not his
“ brethren and sisters with us > This point,
however, we need not insist on ; as frem no
education, that his own or any other country
could have afforded, was it possible for him
to derive that supernatural wisdom and pow-
er, that sanctity of life, and that purity of
doctrine, which distingaish him from all other
human beings. His first adherents were 2
few fishermen ; for whom he was so far from
making any provision, that when he sent
them out to preach repentance, and heal dis-
eases, they were by his desire, furnished with
nothing but one coat, a pair of sandals, and a
staff. IIe went about in great humility and
meekness, doing good, teaching wisdom, and
glorifying God, for the space of about thres
years after the commencement of his mini-
stry ; and then, as he himself had foreseen and
foretold, he was publickly crucitied. This is
the man, who at this day gives law to a great,

A
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yart of the world, and to all the most enlight-
ened nations. This is the man, who has been
the author of virtue and happiness to millions
and millions of the human race. And this is
he, whom the wisest and best men that ever
lived have re~crenced as a divine person, and
gloried in as the deliverer and saviour of
mankind.

In all this is there nothing extraordinary,
nothing that seems to require the operation
of more than human wisdom, and more than
human power? We have heurd of great
events proceeding from small causes; but in
rencral we can trace the connection between
them, and account for it from the commnon
principles that regulate human affairs. But
here, sunposing Jesus to have been nothing
more than a mere man, and no other than
human means to have been employed in pro-
mulgating and supporting his religion ; the
cause and the effect are utterly inadequate,
and the influence of the one upon the other
perfectly unintelligible.

This religion, taught at first by a few ob-
scure, unlettered, and persecuted men, most
of whom were put to death for no other rea-
son but becausz they taught it, was in a short
time spread over part of Asia, and a great
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part of Europe ; notwithstanding the bloody
persecutions which it had to encounter, from
Nero to Diocletian. Think of the power en-
gaged to bear it down, and that by which it
was to be supported; and can there be any
doubt, that truth, and miracles, and the pro-
tection of heaven, must have been on its
side? Was any other religion ever introduced
in this manner? The mahometan wus brought
inby 2 commander at the head of a victorious
army, and in a part of the world, which has
rever in any age been eminent for liberty or
Literature: nay, to this day, slaverv and ig-
norance are the inseparabie attendants of the
religion 8 Mahomet. The Jewish was esta-
blished in cne +mall nation only, «::1 had for
its apparent author the greatest man of that
nation, and met there with no considerable
opponent ; which, by the by, considering its
bardensome ceremonies, could hardly have
Lappened, and we are sure did not happen,
without the aid of miracles. The pagan re-
:igions were a sort of political institutions,
udapted to the ignorance and ciedulity of
those who received them; so that they had
no opposition either to suffer or to fear: nor
indeed do they seem to have heen considered
25 of mement enoughto excite serious contro-
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versy, far less to kindle persecution. Noman
ever laid down his life for the honour of Ju-
piter, Neptune, or Apollo: but how many
thousands have sealed their christian testi-
mony with their bleod?

Another singularity in our religion is that
it has been more spoken against than any
other. Every part of its evidence has been
repeatedly examined, objected to, and vindi-
cated. Equally friendly to freedom and true
philosophy, wherever it has existed in any
tolerable purity, it has raised the attention
of inquisitive men ; the greatest philosophers
that ever lived lave inquired into it, and
found it true; and the utmost acuteness of
sophistry has been employed to prove it false.
Wlhat is the consequence of all this? It is,
that the evidence of our faith remains at this
day as clear and complete, as it has been in
any age since that of the apostles and their im-
mediate successors. Light minds, from inat-
tention or ignorance ; profligate minds, from
a dislike to its purity; and vain minds, out
of ostentation, and from the love of singula-
rily, may have apostatized from it: but the
christian who has made it his study, and
knows the reason of the faith that is in him,
will not admit that any argument has ever
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been brought against it, which has not been
refuted. Can this be said of any other reli-
gion, or of any system of unchristian opini-
ons, that ever was heard of ? Nay, I trust
there are, and I believe it will not be doubt-
ed that there are, inany thousands of learped
and rational christians, who, if they were
called to so severe a trial, would cheerfully
lay down their lives for the honour of God
and their Redeemaer. Is the zez1and since-
rity of the unbeiiever equally to be depend-
ed on > Would any disciple of Bolingbroke,
Hume, or Voltaire, suffer martyrdom in the
cause of his master ?

These singularities in the fate and fortunes
of christianity seem to show, that it could
not have either been so generally knavwn, or
so long existed, if it had not been supported
by means more than human. 'There are in
it other singularities, which prove, that it
deserved to be so supported, and that it could
not have Leen the work of mere human wis-
dom.

The evidence arising from these has been
- called its eternal evidence; gnd is, in the
opinion of learned men, so great, that scarce
any other is necessary to prove our religion
to be from heaveu,
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For first: The morality of the gospel gives
it an infinite superiority over all systems of
doctrine tnat ever were devised by man.
Were our lives and opinions to be regulated
as it prescribes, nothing wounld be wanting
to make us happy: there would be no injus-
tice, no impiety, no disorderly passions ; har-
mony and love would universally prevail;
every man, content with his lot, resigned to
the divine will, and fully persuaded that a
bappy eternity is before him, would pass hiz
days in tranquiliity and joy, to which neither
snxiety, nor pain, nor even the fear of death,
could ever give any interruption. The best
systems of pagan ethicks are very imperfect,
and not free from absurdity; and in them
are recommended modes of thinking unsuit-
able to human nature, and modes of conduct
which, though they might have been useful
in a political view, did not tend to virtue and
happiness universal. But of all our Lord’s
mstitutions the end and aim is, to promote
the happiness, by promoting the virtue, of
all mankind.

And secondly: His peculiar doctrines are
not like any thing of human contrivance.
“Never man spake like this man.” One of
the first names given to that dispensation of
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things which he came to introduce, was the
kingdom, or the reign of heaven. It was
justly so called; being thus distinguished,
not only from the religion of Moses, the
sanctions whereof related to the present life,
but also from every human scheme of moral,
political, or ecclesiastical legislation.

The views of the heathen moralist extend-
ed not beyond this world ; those of the chris-
tian are fixed on that which is to come. The
former was concerned for his own country
only or chiefly ; the latter takes concern in
the happiness of all men, of all nations, con-
ditions, and capacities. A few, and but a few,
of the ancient philosophers spoke of a future
state of retribution as a thing cdesirable, and
net improbable: revelation speaks of it as
certain ; and of the present life as a state of
trial, wherein virtue or holiness is necessary,
not only to entitle us to that salvation which,
through the mercy of God and the merits of
his Son, christians are taught to look for, but
also to prepare us, by habits of piety and be-
nevolence, for a reward, which none but the
- pure in heart can receive, or could relish.

The duties of piety, as far as the heart is
concerned, were not much attended to by the
heathen lawgiver. Cicero coldly ranks them
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with the social virtues, and says very little
about them. The sacrifices were mere cere-
mony. And what the Stoicks taught of re-
signation to the will of heaven, or to the de-
crees of fate, was so repugnant to some of
their other tenets, that little good could be
expected from it. But of every christian viriue
piety is an essential part. The love and the
fear of God must every moment prevail in -
the heart of the follower of Jesus ; and whe-
ther he eat or drink, or whatever he do, it
must all be to the glory of the Creator.
How different this from the philosophy of
Greece and Rome.

In a word, the heathen morality, even n
#1s best form,that is, as two or three of their
best philosophers taught it, amounts to little
more than this: Be useful to yourselves,
your friends, and your country: so shall ye
be respectable while ye live, and honoured
when ye die; and it is to be hoped ye may
receive reward in another life. The language
of the christian lawgiver is different. The
world is not worthy of the ambition of an
immortal being. Its honours and pleasures
have a tendency to debase the mind, and dis-
qualify it for future happiness. Set therefore
your affections on things above, and not on

1}
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things on theearth. Let it be vour supreme
desire to obtain God’s favour : and, by a course
&f discipline, begun here, and to be complet-
ed Lereafter, prepare yourselves for a read-
miszion into that rank which was forfeited
by the full, and for again being but a little
lower than the angels, and crowned with
glory and honour everlasting.

What an idea is here! Is there any thing
iike this in" Xenophon or Plato, in Cicero,
“eneca, or Epictetus?® *“Whence had this
man these things? ¢ What wisdom is this
that was given him 2 Surely man gave it
not ; for man had it not to give. This is an
:dea, which never cecurred to human imagj-
nation, til! it was taught by a poor carpenter
of Galilee, and by a few fishermen whe fol-
Jowed him. Yet 1o the native dignity, and
undeniable degeneracy. of human nature, no
other moral theory was ever so well adapted;
and no other has so direct a tendency to pro-
mote the glory of God, and the real good of
mankmd. Is it possible to explain this upon
the principles that usualiy regulatc human
aflairs ? Is it possible for us to believe, that
teachers o Loly. so benevolent, and o pious,
<o superior to the world, and so thoroughly
disengaged from its allurements, were not

4
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taught of God? As easy almost it i to be-
lieve, that this world was not made by him.
Is it possible for us to imagine, that persons
of such a character could have employed
their lives in the promulzgiion of a lie,
and willingly encountered persecution and
death in support of it> As well may we ima-
gme, that an evil tree brings forth good
fruit, and that men gather grapes from:
thorns, and figs from thistles.

But had not the propheis prophesied of
Christ and his gospel, and its character and
tendency? And if so, how can it ke said,
that no such thing had ever before occurred
o buman imagination? It is true, that the
prophets had prophesied these things; but.
though they foretold, it is not ecertain that
they foresaw them. On the contrary, there
1s reason to think, that, if they had distinct-
ly understood what they predicted, they
would have expressed it in plainer and less
fizurative language; or at least that they
would have left traditions behind them,
which, in aftertimes, among people so tena-
cious of tradition as the Jews were, might
have served as a key to those sacred writings.
It was enough for the prophets to know thut
they had authority to speak what they spoke,

n2
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or to commit to writing what the Spirit sug.
gested: to explain it to the people, or to in-
guire themselves into the meaning of it, was
probably no part of their business. And it
must be as easy for divine power to make
prophets foretel without foresight, as to ena-
ble them both to foretel and to foresee.

After all, it must be owned, that this ar-
gument for christianity, drawn from the pe-
culiar excellency of its doctrines, cannot ap-
pear equally striking to all men. They on-
ly will see it in its full lustre, who are con-
versant in holy writ, and have e pretty dis
tinct view of the whole extent of christian
theology ; whereof I cannot, in so small a tract
2s this, purpose to give even an abridgment,
To Mr. Jenyns’s view of the internal eviden-
ces of christianity, in which are many inge-
nious observations, though all are not unex-
ceptionable, I beg leave to refer the reader;
and shall conclude this part of my subject
with a remark or two.

What an elevation must it give to our pi-
ous affections, to contemrlate the Sujpreme
Being and his providence, as revealed to us
in scripture ! We are there taught, that man
was created in the image of God, innocent
and happy: and that he had no sooner fallen

4
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into sin, than his Creator, instead of aban-
doning him and his offspring, to the natural
consequences of his disobedience, and of their
hereditary depravity, was pleased to begin a
wonderful dispensation of grace, in order to
rescue from perdition, and raise again to
happiness, as many as should acquiesce in
the terms of the offered salvation,. and regu-
late their lives accordingly.:

By the sacred books that contain the his-
tory of this dispensation we are further taught,
that God is a spirit unchangeable, and eter-
nal, universally present, end absolutely per-
fect ; that it is our duty to fear him, as a
being of consummate purity and inflexible
justice, and to love him as the father of mer-
cies, and the God of all consolation ; to trust
in him as the friend, the comforter, and the
almighty guardian of all who believe and
obey him ; to rejoice in him as the best of be-
ings, and adore him as the greatest: we are
taught, that he will make allowances for the
frailties of our nature, and pardon the sins
of those who repent ; and, that we may sec,
in the strongest light, his peculiar benignity
to the human race, we are taught, that he
gave his only Son as our ransom and deli-
verer: and we are not only permitted, but

) g
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commanded to pray to him, and address him
as OUR FATHER: we are taught, moreover,
that the evils incident to this state of trial
are permitted by him, in order to exercise
our virtue, and so prepare us for a future
state of never ending felicity ; and that these
momentary afflictions are pledges of his pa-
ternal love, and shall, if we receive them as
such, and venerate them accordingly, work
out for us “an exceeding great and eternal
weight of glory.” If these hopes and these
sentiments contribute more to our happiness,
and to the purification of our nature, than
. any thing else in the world can do, surely
- that religion, to which alone we cwe these
sentiments and hopes, must be the greatest
. blessing that ever was conferred on the pos-
| terity of Adam. |
"~ And is it, after all, but a mere human
~ contrivance; the invertion of mean and illi-
terate men, who lived, and who died, in the
voiuntary promulgation of falsehood? To
what other human artifice does this bear any
resemblance? Does not this religion as plain-
ly prove itself to be the work of a wise and
gracious God, as the absurdity of the pagan
sitperstitions proves them to have been the
work of weak and wretched men?
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To the great end of improving, renewing,
and perfecting our whole nature, no invention
of man could ever have been adapted ; that
being an idea, which could never have oc-
curred to mere himan wisdom, and which,
if it had cccurred, would have been deemed
an impossibility. But to this great erd, so
woithy of God, and so honourable to man,
our religion is adapted in such a way, as fills
the humbie and considerate mind with won-
der and adoration ; and would indeed raise
inexpressible astonishment, if it had nct been
familiar to us from our infancy.

Christianity proposes to our imitation the
highest examples of henevolence, purity, and
piety. It shows, that all our actions, purposes,
and thoughts, are to us of infinite importance;
their consequences being nothing less than
happiness or misery in the life to come: and
thus it operates most powerfully on our self-
love. By teaching, that all mankind are bre-
thren ; by commanding us to love our neigh-
bour as curselves; and by declaring every
man our neighbour to whom we have it in
our power to do good, it improves benevo-
lence to the highest pitch. By prohibiting re-
venge, malice, pride, vanity, envy, sensuality,
and cevetousness; and by requiring us to for-
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give, to pray for, and to bless our enemies. and
to do to others as we would that they should
do to us, it iays a restraint on every malevoient
and turbulent passion ; and reduces the whole
of social virtue to twe or tiivee precepts; so
brief. that they cannot be forgotten : so plain,
that they cannst be misunderstood ; so rea-
sonable, that no man of sense controverts
them ; and so well suited to human nature
and human affairs, that every candid mind
may easily, and on 2ll oceasions, apply them
to practice.

Christianity recommends the strietest self-
attention, by this awful consideration, that
Godl is continnally present with us, knows
what we think, as well a5 what we do, and
will judge the world in righteousness, and
render unto every man according to his
works. It makes us consider conscience, a9
his voice and law within us; purity of heart,
as that which alone can qualifv us for the
enjovment of future reward ; and mutual
love, or charity, as that without which all
other virtues and accomplishments are of no
value: and, by a view of things peculiarly
striking, 1t causes vice to appear a most per-
nicious and abominabie thing. which cannet
escape punichiment. Purity of heart it «:ill
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further recommends. by teaching this won-
derful docirine; that even the bodies of good
men shall at last, in a .iorified state, be re-
upited to their souls, and made, as that of
Adam originally was, immortal ; and that,
therefore, in this life of general probation,
they must be kept free from dishonour, ang,
instead of ministering to those sensualities
that debase our nature, be employed as in-
~ruments in doing good.

In 2 word, “ christianity,” as bishop Tay-
lor well observes, “1is a doctrine in whichno-
“thing is superfluous or burdensome: and in
“which there is nothing wanting, which can
“ procure happiness to mankind, or by which
“ God can be glorified. And if,” continues
ke, “wisdom, and mercy, and justice, and
“simplicity, and holiness, and purity, and
“weekness, and contentedness, and charity,
“be iinages of God, and rays of divinity,
“then that doctrine, in which all these shine
0 gloriously, and in which nothing else is
“ingredient, must ceeds be from God.”*

I conclude the cha’er in the following
words of the same gwéat author: «If the
“holy Jesus had come into the world with

* Moral Demonstrat:on of thie Trith of the Chris-
a2 Redigion,

IS TRUE. 117
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“less splendour of power and mighty demon-
“strations, yet the excellency of what he

“taught makes him alone fit to be the mas-
“ter of the world.,”

b 4




CHAPTER IIL

Objections dnswered.

THE advocate for christianity has nothing
to do with the peculiar tenets of Lauther,
Calvin or Bellarmine, or with any other sys-
tem which is liable to be tinctured with hu-
man infirmity ; his business is, to vindicate

~.Mthe truth as it is in “Jesus” I do not
therefere think myself concernéd to answer
any objection of those writers, who mistake
the corruptions of christianity for christiani-
ty itself.,, They who persecute or hate, or
ever:(judge uncharitably of others,/ act ir di-
rect opposition to the plainest, and indeed
to the essential, doctrines of the gospel : and
every church tha.t encourages cruelty, injus-
tice, or uncharitableness ir any degree, is in

the same degree unchristian.
But why should christianity be liable to

corruption® Would not the power and good-
ness of God have apneared in it more conspi-
cuously, if he had made it insusceptible of
debasement or change? Totally to debase or
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alter it, is indeed impossibie, as long as the
sacred records remain ; to which all sects of
christians appeal as their standard faith, and
which their mutual jealousy of each other
will never suffer to be materially corrupted.
But every thing must be liable to debase-
ment, which is intrusted to a creature so
frai: »nd fallible as man. What is more de-
based, or perverted, than heaith and speech?
Yet it will not be said, that the divine good-
ness and power would have appeared more
conspicuously in us, if we had all been sick-
ly and dumb. In every state of moral pro-
bation, errour must be possible, and evil
must exisi.

But, beside the general principle of de-
basement arising from the truilty of our na-
ture, other causes of a more particular and
indeed of an extraordinary kind, co-operated,
soon after the aposiolick age. in corrupling
the christian religion. Was it pessible that
its gentle influence couid check the progress
of that ruin into which the enormous mass
of the Roman power was then rushing head-
long ; or prevent the confusion, the crimes,
and the universal degeneracy of manners,
which always attend the fall of empire, and
3id so remcrkably distinguish that of the
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Roman? And amidst the savage uproar of
the conquer:ng invaders from the north, was
it possible, that the soft accents of the gos-
pel of peace could be heard with efficacy, or
heard at all ? Then fellowed that long night
of intellectual darkness, threatening the final
extinction of every ray of knowledge that
had hitherto enlightened the sons of men.
And from this chaos of ignorance was it pos-
sible to exclude the fiends of superstition, or
those other sanguinary demons of rapacity
and cruelty, which never fail to haunt the
txctitivated mind? It cannot be matter of
surprise, that, in these circumstances, a re-
ligion founded 1n peace, in right reason, and
in the purest morality, should first be ne-
glected, then misunderstood, and afterwards
grossly corrupted ; and that, from being
made subservient to the purposes of human,
and often of barbarous policy, it should, in
its corrupted state, contract many stains of
barbarism, and much of the pride and vani-
ty and other follies of human nature.

In fact, in the course of a few centuries,
christianity had lost its beauty and purifying
virtue, and, like a stream choked with rub-
bish, if the reader will pardon the figure,
presented an image of danger and desolatiop,
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rather than of utility and comfort. But
though the waters were polluted, the foun-
tain was not dried up. And by the gradual
operation of causes, some more and others
less observable, when obstructions began at
last to give way, and the channel to open,
this river of life again broke forth in a copi-
ous and sprightly current ; which, though not
vet every where free from restraint, nor in
any nation restored to its primitive purity,
will in time, it is hoped, diffuse itself, by the
divine blessing, into all lands, and, in its
progress,

Work itself clear, and, as it runs, refine;

Till by degrees the finating mirror shine,

Reflect the flowers that on its border binw,

And heaven’s own light in its fair bosom show,
For, to drop the allegory, whatever other
changes may happen, we have nothing now
to apprehend similar to the Gothic invasions,
or that extinction of literature which attend-
ed and followed them. As the world is now
constituted, learning and liberal inquiry are
likely to prevail in it more and more. And,
as these prevail, ignorance and tyranny, so-
phistry and superstition, which have hither-
to becn the most deadlv enemios of both
christian faith and true philosophy, will in

I S
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the same proportion lose their influence. But
to return.

To confute all the cavils of unbelief, would
be endless ; and to enter very minutely into
the detail of them, would extend this little
bock to a size, which might discourage from
reading it those for whom it was intended. I
confine myself, therefore, to those objections
chiefly which I have heard in conversation,
and which seem to me most likely to draw
the attention and pervert the minds of young
persons. And of these objections several have
been considered already.

1. The number of unbelievers, who have ap-
peared in this and other ages, and the learn-
ing and abilities of some of them, are, 1 find,
stumbling blocks to many. But let it be re-
membered, that a greater number might be
specified of believers, still more eminent for
lear:ning, candour, and penetration, than any
infidels that can be named, of this or any
other age. Nor let it be forgotten, that the
founders of our religion foretold, that unbe-
lievers of various kinds, and of Pon&dcrabl'c
abilities, would arise: so that, if they had

not arisen, several prophecles in the New
Testament would not have been accom-
plished.
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But passing this; and in order to give 2
more explicit answer to the objection; it may
be proper to consider, what, from the decla-
rations of our Lord himself, as well as from
the nature of the thing, may be inferred con-
cerning the character of those persons who
should be capable of becoming his disciples.
For it shall be found, that there are infidels
who have 1.0t that character, and that infidels
in general have it not, their unbelief isa
proof of his wisdom and foreknowledge and
may consequently turnizh an argument, net
against his religion, but for it. .

1. The first thing necessary to qualify the
human mind for receiving this, or indeed
any other doctrine, is attention. This our
Lord repeatedly demanded: ¢ he that hath
ears to hear, let him hear,” The mighty
works he performed, the wonderful things
he spoke, the sanctity of his life, the bene-
volence of his manners, and the authority
that accompanied his teaching, were suffici-
ent, one would think, to have made all Sy-
ria attend, and did in fact raise the attention
of many. And, though we eee no miracles,
as they did, nor hear the voice of the divine
teacher, yet we see, we hear, and we read,
concerning him, what is sufficient to make
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every one of us attend, who desires to know
the truth and his daty. The existence, and
long continuance, of this religion ; its singu-
lar nature and history ; and the learning, abi-
lities, and virtues, of many of those who
have believed, ought to satisfy every consi-
derate mind, that there is something extraor-
dinary in it, and that to be indifferent about
it may be very dangerous.

2. But, secondly, in order to know “ tke
“truth as it is in Jesus,” we inust not only
attend, but also inquire. Our Saviour often
taught in parables. His hearers, if they had
been suitably affected by his miracles and
plainer doctrines, would have asked the mean-
ing of those darker sayings: and when they
did so, with a sincere desire of information,
we find, that he always gave it. Them who
expressed no-curiosity, and made no inquiry,
he permitted to remain in ignorance. Was
this uareasonable? Ile came to call sinners
to repentance, but not to compel them. Eve-
rv circumstance considered, of his life and
doctrine, his benevolence, his piety, his pow-
er, and his wisdom (whereof the Jews could
not be ignorant) ; did not this want of curi-
osity amount to a proof, that their hearts
were, hy preiudice and other had habits,

1
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hardened against the love both of God and
ol man, as well as of the truth? Andisit
possible, that hearts of such a temper should
voluntarily receive a relizion, whereof piety
and bexevoleuce, or (to adopt the seriptural
terms) godliness and charity, are essential
principles?

Let it be considered further, that till cor
curio:=ity with respect to religion he so far
raised as t5 incline us to study the scriptures,
we canuot ieel the force of somec of the
strongest jroofs of their truth; those parti
cularly, as already hinted, that arise from
their peculiar ‘excellence, and from prophe-
¢v. And therefore he, who is disposed to ca-
vil ut religion, and will not give himself the
trouble to stady it, must necessarily remzin
ignorant and ccepﬁcal Is there any thing
~trange iu this? Suppose a father to deme
Lis son to study medicine; and suppose lhal
the son from prejudices against it, or indiffe-
rence ahout it, will not attend, either to what
his master says or to thc books he recom-
mends: is it possible that he can ever be-
come a physician, or get the better cf his
prejuggces > Will the careless sceptick ex-
cuase himself by saving, “I need not read
“the bible: 1 know from Voltaire, a=nd

bt i, S
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¢ Hame. and Bolingbroke, what christianity
“is3” Then let him be told, that every cre
of the persons mentioned, and every other
mfidel whose writings are extant, can be
proved, from his own books, to have been
grossly ignorant of christianity. And let him
be reminded further, that to acqaiesce in
that character of Jesus, or of any other per-
son, which is given by the declared and

* mortal enemy of that person, is no sign ei-

i

l

ther of prudence or of candour. -
But 1 have looked, he will perhaps say,

| into creeds and confessions, which are said

to contain the very gquintessence of scripture,

and they are not at all to my mind; and I
suppose I should find scripture itself as little
9: Why then should I read it? 1 answer,
sapposing those creeds and confessions unex-
eeptionable, which all creeds and confessions
are not; yet still they are abndgments and
' v him who is not conmversant in scripturc
must appear abstruse, and hardly intelligible.

And besides, recurring to an example alrea-

, dy given, let me be permitted to say, that if

; iny man were very much tnterested to know
. my character, and had the means of knowing

! it by conversing and living with me, he would,

4

"if he were either honest or wise, study my-

12
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self, and not trust implicitly to what is said

of me, either by my enemies, or by my

triends. We are commanded to search the

scriptures, and told that in them we shall

find evidence of their truth. If we have net |
done so, we know not what they are; if w

will not do so, we never can know it.

3. A third thing, necessary to preparew
for the reception of christian faith, is a low-
ly mind, free from prejudice and willing to
Lear, and to learn. This our Lord often de "
clares, « Verily I say unto you, whosoever -
** shall not receive the kingdcm of Godass :
- little child, shall in no wise enter therein:
the obvious meaning whereof is, that if we |
do not attend to the doctrines of the gospel, |
with the humility and teachableness of a |,
young child, it is impossible for us to believe |
them. A young child is of all animals the
most unassuming and docile. He is not in-
clined to cavil at the information he may re-[]
ceive from an affectionate father. And heis};
free from prejudice, and soon becomes seus: )
ble of his own weakness, and of the need he ki
has of instruction. At least, if this is noi
true of every child, it is certainly true o
mnany, and ought to be of all. When with
these dispositions men begin and carry @p
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their inquiries into christianity, they will
st object to its doctrine, or be dissatisfied
vithits evidence ; but will adore the infinite
godneas and condescention of the Deity, in
treating them as his children, and permitiing
tem to call him their father. Is it too much
% require of christians this humility, ean-
dur, and exemption from prejudice? It is
smore than Newton requires of every one
'vho would study phllosophy it i# no more
;s every master requires of his apprentice.

; Bat must the young christian, during his
nonclate make no use of his reason? Has
he nothmg to do but to listen and believe ?
'{Heis commanded to use his reason in all
- |aces,in which a prudent father would encou-
- |nge his child to use it ; that is, in all cases
vhereof he is a competent judge ; and in all
' |ases whatever, he must use his reason so
Jir as to admit nothing that contradicts it.
{Bat as a father is sometimes obliged, and has
faundoubted right, to require lmphcxt faith
{fom his chlldren and to tell them, that, till
ir faculties be more improved, they will
t understand the reason of such and such
precept or doctrine: so our heavenly Fa-
er has an undoubted right to require of us
thankful acqnicscence in dispensations of

A\
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providence which in this life we cannot un
derstand, and an assent to doctrines which
1nay at present transcend o1r reason. Every
day we see what we cannot account for, and
believe what we do not distinctly compre
hend. So that, if there were nothing of this
kind in ocur religion, it would be like none
of the other works of (God that we are ac-
quainted with, and would rather resemble
the invention of a cautious man. But though ¢
the mysteries of christiapnity may transcesd °
human reason, not one of them contradicts
it.

That there is a mediator between God and
man, cannot appear contrary tc reason, or
in any degree improbable, when we consider,
that all the good things we receive. though
the free gifts of God, come to us by the in- ,

|

tervention of various agents and instruments.
That the divine dispensations with respect to
the human race should comprehend a long
train of effects and causes, and a long suc- ;
cession of vears, wiil not seem extraordinary

to those who have observed, as every cons- !
derate person must have done, that the ]
arowth of plants and animals, and all the o -
ther operations of nature, are progressive and
gradnal. The iucarnation is not to us more

4
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unintelligible, than the union of a human
body with a human soul. To atone volunta-
rilv for the sin of others, may be as possible
to a superior beiag, and in him may be as
constant to equity, as, among infericur be-
inzs. for one man gratuitously to pay ano-
ther's debt. That the grace of God should
exert itseif in supporting. cherishing, and
sanctifying the true believer, is as easily un-
derstood, as any other exerticii of divine
gnodness. Awnd that there should be a resur-
rection of the body, is suitable to many ara-
loies in nature, and particularly to that al-
luded to by the apostle, of a new and fiou-
rishing vegetable rising from a buried and
corrupted grain cf corn.

While one to0 anxiously endeavours to ex-
glain these, and some of the other mysteri-
ous doctrines of our religion, one may no
doubt say unwarraniable things. But if we
take them as they are delivered in holy writ,
our only infallib. - standard of faiti:, we shall
not find that they eontain any thing, in which
a man of the soundest and fairest mind, who
hac studied the gospel and its evidences, may
not without difficulty acqitiesce

1. 'The last thing I shall mention. as a re-
quisite to the profitabie study of the New
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Testament, is a desire that it may be true.
He who has not this desire, must either be
ignorant of christianity, and consequently
unfit to receive it; or must be indiflferent

both to the glory of God and to the good of

mankind, and consequently averse to the re-
ceptxon of it. That our religion should be
true, is, as I remarked already, the interest
of all men, except of those hardened sinners
who are determined not to repent; for to
the penitent believer, who regrets the f{rail-
iy of his nature, and studies to reform it, the
gospel speaks nothing but peace, and pardon,
and everlasting comfort.

That we rcadily believe what we wish to
be trae, has been often said, and is become
proverbial. DBut belief of this sort may be
a5 rational as any other. I see a stranger,
whose countenance and manner please me,
and I wish to find him as good as he ira-
arecable : I cultivate his acquamtance and
after long trial discover that he is every
thing 1 wou‘d have him to be. Is this dis-

covery the less to he depended on, for hav-
ing beew pre-eded und partly occasioned, by
a prepossession in his favour 2 And if at first
sight I had concelved a contrary prepossession,
and always kept at o distance from him, and

!
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been unwilling to receive information con-
cerning him, except from his enemies, should
I not have persisted in my dishke, however
unmerited on his part, and uncandid on
mine ? The former case is similar to that of
those, who study christianity because they
love it ; the latter resembles that of him who
remains in unbelief, because he dislikes the
gospel, or disregards it.

Conviction may be extorted by evidence,
s0 as to rise necessarily in every rational
mind to whom the evidence is presented. Such
35 that which is enforced upon us by mathe-
matical proof, or by the testimony of sense
or of memory. And in this kind of conviction
there can be no more merit or demerit, than
in seeing what is exposed to our view, or
hearing what is sounded in our ear. Christi-
an faith is not of this kind. In it the heart
and affections are concerned as well as the
understanding. Our Lord prenounced no be-
nediction on Thomas for having believed his
sightand touch: but, “* Blessed,” said he, “ are
“ they who have not seen, and yet have be-
“lieved:” that is, “ who without such evi-
“ dence of sense (I quote Dr. Clarke’s para-
“ phrase) shall, upon credible testimony, be
“ willing to believe and embrace a doctrine
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“ which tends so greatly to the glory of God,
“ 2nd the salvation of men.” The doubts of
Thomas were on this extraordinary occasion
vemoved by irresistible evidence: butit wculd
not have suited the genius of a religion,
framed for proving the virtue and purifying
the nature of moral beings, that its eviderices
- in general should have been such as either to
compel assent, or infringe the freedom of
obedience. They are indeed so powerful, that
. nothing but ignorance, or hardness of heart,
. ¢an prevent their making a deep impression;
but their full effect is felt by those minds
ouly, who, together with lowliness, docility,
and candour, entertain a predilection for that
gospel, which proclaims “ glory to God in
* the highest, peace on earth, ang good will
v fowards men.” Intrue christian faith, there-
fore, there is virtae. It is indeed an ascem-
blage of many virtues ; of piety, benevolence,
hamility, and the love of truth and of good-
ness. No wonder, then, that the apostle
should have declared, ¢ that without faith it
*1s impossible to please God.”

But, ought we not in charity to believe,
that there 1 may be infidels of so good & heart
as to love the doctrine, though they have the
misfortune to be dissatisfied with the evi-
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dence, of the gospel? Charity, no doubt,
*- which thinketh no evil,” ought to make us
helieve that this is the case, wherever it is
possible.ABuet it is not possible, that this can
be the case of those, who labour to subvert
ihe faith of otkers; and who are so far fro:n
cxpressing regret at the discovery of any
supposed defect in the evidence of christia-
nity, or seemins to think it a misfortune or
a disappcintment, that they rejoice in ii, and
triumph in that superiour penetration, which
they fondly imagine has cnabled them to
make it. |

And now, if as I have endeavoured to
prove, it appears from the declarations of our
Saviour himself, and from the nature of the
human mind, that they only can believe his
religion, who ATTEND to it, and who sTUDY
it with caANDOUR, nuMILITY, and a siucere
DESIKE TO FIND IT TRUE; is it wonderful,
that those men should be unbelievers who
write and speak against it, and show, by what
they write and speak, that they do not un-
derstand, and have never studied it? Cun
that man wish the gospel to be true, who
employs his life in labouring to prove it false?
Can he be said to have read it with attention,
or to have read it at all, who, with Roussean,
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declare:our Lord's miracles a discredit to his
religion, and eannot distinguish between them
and the tricks of jugglers? Can they be
thought to have studied it with humility and
candour, who sneer at it, like Shaftesbury;
who laugh at it, like Voltaire; or who treat
1t with contempt and insult, like the cool and
insidious Huine, or the proud and presamp-
taous Bolingbroke > Had religion been suited
‘o head<and hearts like these, to them |
should have left the defence of it; for it
would have becn a very different thing indeed
tfrom what it is. Their rejection of it supplies,
if I mistake not, a preitv strong argument
for its truth, as well as for its exceilency.
I1. Not only the number, and the learning
of unbelievers, but even their virtue, has been
pleaded in their bekalf; and as an argument
to prove, that christianity is unnecessary.
Of their virtue, I have not much to say;
cnough indeed has been said by themselve,
and their admirers. But ostentation is neither
virtne, nor a sign of it: and perhaps the
world would not have judged less favourably
of them, if they had been more modest on
this head. In fact, some late compliments
that have been paid both to their virTvE and
to their wispon, are «.¢ foolishly exuravagant,
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that they would have passed for derision, if
not for scurrility, if they had not come from
those who are known to be devoted adherents
of the party.

To examine, with any degree of minute-
ness, the infidel's claim to the approbation
and gratitude of mankind, by an inquiry into
the private character of individuals, would
be a task equally invidious and disagreeable.
I leave it, therefore, to their biographers;
whose labours, however, if we may be allow-
ed to take Rousseau’s confessions, and Vol-
laire's memoirs of himself, as a specimen of
this sext of history, will not reflect great ho-
nour on either the infidel or his cause.

There are different sorts of infidels. Some
rot only reject our religion, but also write
against it, and do what in them lies to make
mankind reject it: others satisfy themselves
with speaking of it occasionally in terms of
dislike and scorn: and a third sort perhaps
there may be, though they are not so fre-
quently met with, who only disbelieve it,
without seeking to make others disbelieve.
These last are the objects of pity, rather
than of blame: but it may be worth their
while to consider, whether their unbelief be
the effect of candid inquiry, or of prejudice
and wilful inattention.
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Th« active and more zealous infidel either
is cer:.ain, that we shall not in a future life
called *o an account for our conduct in
the preser , or i1s somewhat uncertain with
respeet to ‘hat matter. Now thourrh he were
abscjute] . -ertain, that our existence ends at
deatn, or ihat the gospel is not true (which
no hu'>i. neing ever was, or can be), yect
hisend: . -ours to make others think so, would
do na :3ncar ‘o his goodness of heart. For
infid2i: must Xnow, that they cannot demon-
sstrate. either thet the gospel is false, or that
a fu': re staiv is impossible ; and they must
also k' .ow, (o1 they know very little) that to
a sincere christian nothing can give more ex-
quisite distress, than to be perplexed wiih
dovtts concerning the truth of that religion
whi-h is the foundation of Lis dearest- hopes.
Ba: if they be not themselves absolutely cer-
tain that there is no life to come, and yet
labour to persuade others that there is none,
"heir conduct must be imputed, not merely
i0 want of benevol:nce, but to downright
malignity.

For the language of such conduct is no
other than this: Those people, who believe
what we tell them, may, for any thing that
we ceriainly know to the contrary, find
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themselves miserably mistaken after all:
however, their admiration flatters our vanity;
and therefore we endeavour to make them
think as we speak, be the consequences what
they will. What sort of virtue is this? Is it
not that of the madman mentioned by Solo-
mon, who ¢ casteth firebrands, arrows, and
“ death, and saith, am I not in sport?” Is it
not that of a conceited theorist, who, in or.
der to gratify his owa beggarly ambition,
tampers with the happiness of mankind, as
1f’ it were a thing of no value?

“ But you mistake the matter entirely,”
lie will reply. “ I teach men to think freely,
*“ because I wish to rid the world of super-
* stition, which is worse than irreligion, or
** even thea atheism:”—and then perhaps he
will run out into a detail of the enormities
that superstition has prompted christians to
perpctrate. :

Whether superstmon or atheism be the
greater evil, is a point which, if prosecuted
wculd lead into a long 2nd intricate inquiry.
The former arises from false opinions con-
cerning invisible beings ; and as the forms of
falschood are innumerable, those of supersti-
tion must be so too; and to human society
some of these may be more detrimental,
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others less, and some perhaps not at all
But, to shorten the controversy, I shall ad-
mit, that in all its forms superstitiop is a
very bad thing; and that he would deserve
well of mankind, who should drive it out of
the world. But who is tke mnan who is most
likely to do this? and what are the best
mneans of dojng it? The answer is easy: Je-
sus Christ is the man, and his religion the
1eeans. Had it not been for the divine good-
ness manifested in him, we shoula at this
day have been pagans, the most superstitious
of human kind. Wherever his religion is
preached in its purity, superstition vanishes,
like the birds of night at the rising of the
sun. And as long as the existence of beings
superiour to man is believed to be either pro-
bable or possible, the werld where it is not
enlightened with the knowledge of the one
living and true God, will always be, as it
always has been, superstitiously afraid of
them. By divesting the human race of all
religion, if that were practicable, you might
no doubt free them from superstition: even
as, by training poor children to midnight
robbery, you might in time get the better of
those ideas of nocturnal goblins that may have
been impressed upon their infancy. But be-

{
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icre either expedient be tried, it would not
be amiss to inquire, whether the cure is not
worse than the disease, and wiieihier the dis-
ease might not be more effectually cured, by
teaching the knowledze of truth, and the
love of virtue—In fact, with superstition,
with hypocrisy, with uncharitable or wrong-
headed enthusiasm, and with all those oiler
enormities, which infidels charge on chrisii-
anity, in orier to vindicate thelr dislike of i,
christianity is no more chargeable, and has
nothing more to do, than with housc-break-
mnz, gamoling, biasphemv, atheism, or witch-
ceaft. Gf this they cannot Le ignorant, if they
know any thing at all of the matter: and of
a religion, or of a person, whereof they know
votaing, modesty requires that they should
say nothing; candour at least requires, that
they should say nothing abasive.

In the orlinary aflairs of life, when a man
has been proved guilty of mistake or false.
hwod, it is expected; that he will make an
acknowledgment to those who may have
been injured by it to the publick, if the
peblick have reason to complain ; or to indi.
viduals, it they only have suffered by his te-
merity. Atany rate, it is expected that, if he
should not have made an acknowledgment in
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142 ULECTIONS

form, he will for the future be more cauti-
ous, and not give additional offence, by re-
peating those falsehoods whereof he has been
convicted. But if he do neither; if he perse-
vere in the same injurious conduct, and rei-
icrate his former misrepresentations with as
much confidence, as if, instead of having
been confuted, they had never been answer-
ed, and were indeced unanswerable; what
should we think of such a man? Should we
sxtoi him as a pattern of wisdum and virtue?
Or should we not rather eharge him with
cbstinacy and want of candour, such as an
honest man would be ashamed of? Is it fair
io examine by this rule the conduct of infidel
writers? Or does the merit of having made
books azainst religion raise them so high
above all considerations of rectitude, as to
justifyin them what would go near to make
v:her men infamous?

Now, it is certain, that some late infidel
writers lived to see many, and perliaps most
of their misrepresentations and sophistries
fairly exposed and confuted unanswerably.
And what was the onsequence? Did they:
acknowledge their er.ours, retract what they
hed falsely affirmod, correct their reasonings,
or reform their principles ? Did they express
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any concern for having violated truth, ridi-
cuied the religion of their country, or insulted
the common sense of mankind? Xo such
matter. They went on publishing and repub.
lishing what they had formerly publishod,
with the same assurance, as if nothing ever
had been said, or could be said, against it,

Hitherto it does not appear, that we have
any great reason to compliment these unbe-
lievers upon their virtue. Wit and humour
they may have, and eloquence, and polished
manners, and learning: and all this the gam-
bler and the thief may have, as well as they,
and in as great degree. And it is very much
the interest of the thief and gambler, as well
as infidel writer, that he possess these and
the like accompiishments. For, by fixing the
publick attention upon his vutside, they make
it, the more easy for him to hide the disposi-
tions that lurk within

But why seek to depreciate the unbeliever’s
character by invidious comparisons? The
comparisons are, in my opinion, fair, and
not invidious: however, I drop them. Ad-
mitting then his behaviour to be as decent.
and regvlar as his admirers would have us
believe, yet what can we hence infer? Little
more, I apprehend, than that he is attentive
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to his interest, and the friend of his own
cause. If 1 were to settle in France, and wish
to be popular there, would it be any great
merit in me, to comply with the customs,
obey the laws, and speak the language, of
that country? Now, the enemies of Christ
are, in more senses than one, strangers and
sojourners in the christian world. Its policy
they did not contrive; its laws they did not
make ; its castoms, and the general modes of
thinking and speaking that prevail in it, they
did not introduce. All this is as really the
work of christians, as the language and laws
of France are the work of the I'rench nation.
And I presume it will be admitted, that, in
the christian commonwealth, the aliens com-
pared with the citizens are still the minority,
and but a small one. What then would the
anbeliever gain, if, in his manners, as well
as opinions, he were to set himself in oppo-
gition to the people among whom lie resides?
He would gain little popularity, and few pro-
selytes: nay, by thus explaining and exem-
plifying his principles in his practice, hLe
would disgust many whom it is his ambition
to please; and make those consider him as 2
dangerous man, who now, from not rightly
understanding his tenets, may look upon

o



-

P

ANSWERLED. 115

lim as inoftensive, or at worst as only whim-
sical,

He may, for example, with impunity laugh
at the observance of the sabbath; or com-
plain of it, which I have heard him do, as a
grievous interruption to industry; but if he
were to force his servants and cattle to their
customary work on that day, he would not
be a gainer by his singularity. He may speak
with contempt of those who baptized him:
but were he publicly to abjure his baptism,
or refuse to admit hig cLildren to that rite,
his profaneness and obstinacy would not raise
him in the publick esteem. e may in his
books abuse the ministers of God’s word,
and call them, as he has often done, enthusi-
asts and hypocrites: but were he in the pub-
lick street to insult them with this language,
he would be pointed at as a madman, or a
monster. Ile may, in a word, think as he
pleases; and in some nations, he may print
and publish what he pleases: but violent
nieasures, and practices directly opposite to
those of the community in which he lives,
would frustrate every scheme of the unbe-
liever. By good humour, a winning address,
and such insinnation as may “ half show and
“half veil his deep intent,” he may work his
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116 OBJECTIONS

way gradually into the hearts of men, and,
in case of danger, secure an evasion for him-
self, saying, “ Am I not in sport®” but ali
at once to throw off disguise, to make open
war on christianity, declaring those to be
fools and knaves who believe it, and in the
sight of all men to trample upon the laws of
his country, whereof the institutions of Je-
sus form a very considerable part, would be
equally ruinous to his cause and to himself.
III. Objections have been raised against
our religion from the obscurity of particular
doctrines and passages. But these obscurities
have by some writers been both multiplied
and magnified far be_y ond the truth. Father
Simon endeavours to prove, that scripture
cannot be understood without the traditions
of an infallible church: and it is easy to see
his mwtives for supporting that opinion. But
in fact, the essentials of religion are intelli-
gible to all capacities; especlally to all who
have been in any degree improved by scrip-
tural knowledge: for, without this, I must
again repeat, that neither christianity, nor
its evidences, can ever be rightly understood.
And that, in a thing so extraordinary as di-
vine revelation, there should be, as observed
already, some particulars, which in this im-
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ANSWERED. 147

perfect stale we cannot distinctly compre-
hend, it would surely be reasonable to ex-
pect; since we find, that in the other works
of God there are innumerable appearances
that surpass our comprehension. Nor less
‘reasonable is it to suppose, that of an age
and country so remote as that of the apos-
tles, many customs and forms of speech, oc-
casionally alluded to in their writings, may be
now forgotten, or not perfectly inteiligibie.
In books too, that existed fourteen hundred
vears before the invention of printing, it can
be no matter of wonder, that, by the inaccu-
racy of transcribers, there may have been
introduced variations, and even corruptions
of the original text. Yet these must have
becn inconsiderable; wore so, perhaps, than
those of any other ancient writings. For
tirst, the transcribers of the New Testament
must have always .engaged in their work
with the idea that the book before them was
sacred ; which would no doubt incline them
to be as attentive as possible. Secondly, the
mutual jealousy of the several sects of chris-
tians, who all agreed in appealing to this
_ book as *he standard of faith, would make
: them examine with peculiar care those co-
y pies of it that might be circulated by adversa-
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118 _ OBJECTIONS

ries, and be ready to expose any inaccuracy
wherever it should appear. And thirdly, on
comparing the several copies and manuscripts;
the many translations that had been made at
different times, into different languages; and
the innumerable quotations from holy writ
that are found in the Greek and Latin fa-
thers, it appears that the sacred text must
have been in all ages very much the same.
Bentley whose skill in this sort of learning
will not be questioned, observes, that the
New Testament has suffered less injury
from the hand of time, than any profase au-
thor. Indeed there never was any profane
auther, in whose preservation and purity
mankind were so deeply interested, as all
the christian worlid have been, for these se-
venteen hundred years, in ascertaining, and
preserving from corruption or change, the
original records of christianity.

As to the Old Testament, though it may
have saffered more than the New, we have
no reason to think it hus suffered mueh. It
was intrusted to a people, who, satisfied of its
divine origin, were so religiously careful of

it, as to namber the words, and even the lei- .
ters, contained in the several books; and ¥
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ANSWERED. 146

watchful to detect every errour in trans-
scription, whether the effect of design or of
inadvertence.

By the mutual jealousy of religious par-
ties, where it does not degenerate into un-
. charitableness, several good purposes may
be answered. Being, as it were, spies on each
other’s conduct, they reciprocally stand in
awe of each other: the natural effect of
which is to promote activity, vigilance, and
emulation. And if we are at pains to culti-
vate that godliness, sobriety and charity,
which all christians admit to be indispensa-
ble ; and if we inquire humbly into the truth,
and pray for grace to discover it, which also
they acknowledge to be their duty; it may
be presumed, from the goodness of our Cre-
ator, and from the different degrees of un-
denstandmg which he has been pleased to
bestow on different men, that diversities of
opinion in speculative matters will not be im-
puted to us. Hence let all parties learn mo-
deration aud mutual forbearance. That man?
st have a strange turn of mind, who canr
bring himself to believe, that those christi-
ans only can be saved, who think exactly as
lie does.

In whatever way we employ ourselves in
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this world, it seems to be the intention of
providence that we shall have difficulties to
encounter: for care, as Virgil observes, sti-
mulates to the soul, as inaction renders it le-
thargick. The cross accidents of life make
invention, patience, and fortitude necessary,
to prevent, to support, and to overcome
them. Man, born ignorant, must labour in
‘the acquisition of knowledge. His reason is
weak,.but is improvable; and, from a sense
of its weakness, he feels the necessity of im-
proving it, by free and fair inquiry into the
nature of those things that exercise it. Ob-
scurities in philosophy, by foreing us to at-
tend and investigate, rouse the inventive
powers, and strengthen both the understand-
ing and the memory. And the obscuri-
ties of religion, far from being considerable
enough to discourage inquiry, serve only to
awaken the curiosity of the christian; dispos-
ing him tc search the scripture ; to examine
his own mind ; to meditate on the nature,
the providence, the word, and the works of
God; to be humble, in consideration of his
ignorance and infirmity ; and to implore the
aid of the holy Spirit, to guide him into all
necessary truth. Are these exercises detri-
mental to human nature? Are they not in
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ithe highest degree beneficial? Let not then
the obscurities of particular passages and
doctrines be objected to the religion of the
New Testament. When fairly stated, they
will be found rather to add to its evidence.
At least they prove it to be exactly similar
to the other works of the same great and
good Being, who by the constitution of eve-
ry thing here below, plainiy shows, that our
present state is a state of trial.

These remarks may suggest an answer to
what has been objected to our religion by
those, who wonder, that, after having been
preached seventeen hundred years in the
most enlightened parts of the world, it
should still need interpretation, and give
scope to the labours of the critick, transla-
tor, and antiquary. To him, who has studi-
ed the analogies of nature, this can be no :
matter of wonder. In the other works of
God we are continually making new disco-
veries; without foreseeing any end to human
research, or any period that promises com-
plete gratification to human curiosity. This
having been the case in all past ages, and all
other sciences, we may reasonably conclude,
that it will be so ia every age to come ; and
that the contemplation of the divine good-



i52 OGBJECTIONS

.ness and wisdom, as displayed in the works
“of ereation and providence, may furnish de-
 lightful employment, even for eternity. For
“an almighty Creator may make his works
of infinite extent, if he"pleases; and to a li-
mited understanding the examination of that
which is infinite can never come to an end.
Every day we have something to do; if
we had not, we should be miserable. Every
art and science admits of improvement ; if it
did not, the human mind would languish in
idleness, human labour would no longer be
amusing, and the spirit of enterprise and the
vicissitudes of hope and fear, would be no
uore ; a state of things equally inconsistent
with the virtue and happiness of such a crea-
ture as man. The essential doctrines of our
religion, like the practical and most necessa-
ry parts of agriculture, medicine, navigation,
and other sciences, are within the reach of
every mind, who is willing to be instructed.
And yet, in our religion, as in the arts and
sciences, there still is, and probably will
continue to be, room for inquiry, and need of
illustration : and he who humbly inquires,
with a sincere desire to know the truth, &nd
do good by explaining it, will ever have rea-
son to rejoice in his labour, as contributing
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no less to his own happiness and virtue,
than to that of mankind. To which let me
add, with respect to those who employ them-
selves in illustrating theological truth, that,
as long as men are liable to mistake, and of
different capacities the penetration of ome
may be useful in correcting the i inacenracy
of another.

1V. Some are at a loss to reconcile the in-
spiration of the evangelists with those parti-
culars whe rein their gospels seem to differ
from one uother. They do not all record
the same things, nor do they all relate the
same events in the same manner. The diffe-
rences are indeed minute ; but they are per-
ceptible. How could this be, if the historians
were inspired? The following answer to this
query is submitted to the reader.

Socrates long ago observed, that man has
no need of supernatural information con-
cerning those things which his natural facul-
ties are alone sufficient to discover. To ena-
ble the apostles to comprehend all evangeli-
cal truth, supernatural light was necessary.
Their master accordingly promised it, and
on the day of pentecost, or soon after, they
received it. 1 say, or soon after, because,
subsequent to the descent of the holy Spirit
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on that day, a particular revelation, relating
to the conversion of the gentiles, was made
to Peter, and the whole scheme of the gos-
pel, as well as its miraculous gifts and
graces, communicated to Paul by immediate
inspiration. After this we find, that in their
doctrine they lay claim to infallibility in pret-
ty strong terms. On some extraordinary
emergencies too, in the course of their min-
istry, as in the case of their being arraigned
before kings and rulers, it was promused,
that they should receive aid from hLeaven in
making their defence.

But inspiration was not necessary to ena-
able them to see and hear; or to teach them
how to conduct themselves in the common
business of life. After their conversion, we
have no reason to think, that John was a
more expert fisherman, or Luke a more skil-
ful physician, than before. As historians,
therefore, they need not, I presume, be con-
sidered in any other light than that of honest
men, recording what they saw and heard,
and had examined, and were competent judges
of, and deeply interested in: for, on this
supposition, their testimony is fully sufficient
to establish the truth of the gospel. And
this may account for their not all recording

5
|

< it it .. it ] b B BTN A VY

j



ANSWERED. 155

the same things, nor describing the same
events in exactly the same way.

If John, for example, saw his master do, or
heard him say, what Matthew did not see or
hear, which might have happened in a hun-
dred instances, it was equally natural, for the
former to recoré, and for the latter not to
record it. And if Maithew and Mark, sup-
posed to have been spectators of the crucifix-
ion, were so stationed in the crowd, as to
hear the one robber revile their dying Lord,
and to see the other move his lips, but with-
out hearing what he said, it was not unnatu-
ral for them to conclude, as the combination
against him seemed now to be universal, that
both the robbers reviled him; which yet
Luke, or some other person, from whom
Luke received his information, might, by be-
ing more advantageously situated, and hear-
ing the words of the wnenitent robber, know
to be true of only one of them. At any rate,
we may with confidence affirm, that if the
evangelists had been to invent a fable, and
‘obtrude it on the world for truth, they would
have taken care that there should be no such
_difference in their testimonies, as there con-
fessedly is in this instance ; which, however,
18 not so important, as either to detract from
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the veracity of the historians, or throw any
blemish on the purity of the gospel.

The same thing may be said of our Lord’s
genealogy, as it is differently stated by Mat-
thew and Luke. If either account had been
false, both would not have existed. Both,
therefore, are true; and may be reconciled,
by supposing the one to be the genealogy of
his mother, and the other that of his reputed
father. In the most material articles they

“-agree ; namely, that he was descended from E
Abrahain, and of the family of David. Aand
it is impossible to imagine any motive, that
could induce either Luke or Matthew to mis-
vepresent the subsequent articles; as among |
a people so curious in genealogy as the Jews !
were, the errour might be so easily found i
out. '

When the matter inquired into is very
complex, an exact coincidence in the testi-
mony of witnesses is not expected. Let them
be ever so allentive and candid, they could
not have stood ail in the same place, nor con-
sequently have taken notice of the very same
particulars without variation. Of some sorts
of facts, too, the memory of some men is
more tenacious than that of others. One re-
members best what he saw, another what he
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heard: one attends to the connection of evenis
with their effects and causes ; another rather
‘considers them separately, and as each event
is in itself. Hence, as formerly observed,
some diversities in what they declare, con-
cerning circumstances of little moment,
would ccnvey a favourable opinion of the ve-
racity of wxmesses whereas a perfect same-
ness of declaration migl:t, in the case sup-
posed, breed suspicion of a preconcerted plan.
But though, after the descent of the holy
Spirit on the day of pentecost, the apostles
laid claim to infallibility of doctrine, they ne-
ver gave out that their whole conduct Was
under the guidance of inspiration. They were
indeed holy men; but still they were men ;=
and, as such, liable both to sins of infiimity,
which they humbly acknowledge, and from
which they aflirm thal no man is free, and
also to errour, not in doctrine indeed, but in
those matters of less moment, in which they
had nothing but their own reason to direci
them. *“1f we say we have no sin,” says St.
John, “we deceive ourselves, and the truth
“is not in us.” “ We arc men of like passions
“with you,” said Paul and Barnabas. when
the people of Lystria were preparing to pay
them divine honouvrs. And here, let me acl;
L |
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in passing, whether these two apostles, if
they had been impostors, or wished to gain
undue influence over the minds of men, would
have been so zealous in refusing those ho-
wours, and so anxious to convert that people
from idolatry. And let me ask further, with
respect to the apostles in general, whether,
if ambition, or vanity, or any other princi-
ple than the love of truth, had been the mo-
tive of their conduct, they'would so un‘formly,
and with such solemnity of protestaticn, have
ascribed all the glory of their miracles and
doctrine, not to themselves, but to their cru-
cified Lord?

And now, if I have rightly stated the na-
ture of their inspiration, can it appear strange,
or in any respect derogatory from the cha-
racter of the apostles and evangelists, that
Paul and Barnabas shcuid differ in opinion
concerning the propriety of taking John, sur-
named Mark, 2long with them: that this John
shovid have been suspected of a temporary
neglect of duty :* that Peter and Paul, though
msen of distinguished fortitude, should on one
or two occasions have been seized with a
momentary fit of fear; or that the former
apostle should have been reproved by the

¢ Acts, xv. 37, 40,




- s
12-HShive gy

g N N D I A

oV

S Y poverey

ANSWERED. 159-

latter, for an inconsistency of conduct, owing.
to his having been, in one particular case,
too indulgent to certain prejudices of his
Jewish countrymen:* a principle very natu-
ral in itself, especially to a warm-hearted af-
fectionate man like Peter, and in ordinary
cases not very blameable? All this might
have appeared strange, if the apostles had
ever pretended that their conduct was as
blameless as theirr doctrine. But they mo-
destly declared it was not. Does this invali-
date their testimony ? Does it not on the con-
trary, do honour to their candour, and prove
them to have been equally incapable of de-
ceit and of ostentation?

V. Christianity, it has been said, is a reli-
gion so ill adapted to this world, that it is
impossible to live here, as people must do.
and yet comply wsith ths strictness of its mc-
rality.. I admit, that human affairs are too
often conducted on principles very different
from those of Jesus; that the man who sets
his affections or this world, ard resolves to
act accordingly, will not find encouragement
in the gospel; and that to the voluptuous,
the ignorant, and the thoughtless part of
mankind, the behaviour of a sincere christi-

¢ Galat. 1i, 11.
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an may sometimes appear nota little singuiar.
Nor can this seem wonderful to those who
consider, that our Lord came into the world,
to teach men, not how to become rich, re-
nowned, or great, but hew to prepare them-
selves for eternity. But though the principles
of christian and of worldly policy are toe
often inconsistent, it does mnot follow that
they are necessarily so, or that they ought to
- be so. Human affairs, conducted on christian
principles, would transform this world, which,
notwithstanding all that human laws can do,
“is a very coniused scene, into an elysium of
_righteousness and peace.

Our religion prohibits all injustice, conten-
tion, covetousness, pride, revenge, turbulence,
hatred, and discontent; and all pleasures,
passions, and pucposes, that tend to debase
thie soul, or molest our neighbours. It enjoins
compassion, liberality, and faithfulness; and
declares, that no otlier virtue can make
amends for the want of that benevolence or
charity. “which sufifereth long and is kind,
“ envieth not, vaunteth not itself, is not puffed
“up, doth not behave itself unseemly, seek-

‘eth not its own, is not easily provoked,
‘thinketh no evil, rejoiceth not in iniquity,
“hut rejoiceth in the truth.”* What is there
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_in this charity, that tends to interrupt the
business or innocent comforts of life, or the
prosperity of nations? The injurious man,
and the sensual, the proud, the covetous, and
the hardhearted, may object to the morality
of the gospel, as the cheat and robber may
to the laws of the land, as unreasonably se-
vere: but the just, the intelligent, the good-
natured. and the soberminded, will ever be
of a different opinion. Those devout and ge-
nerous affections, that continually prevail in
the breast of a true christian, are in them-
selves exquisitely delightful; and, instead of
lessening other innocent pleasures, cannot
fail to increase, ennoble, and refine them.
The gospel, say some, does no where re-
commend patriotism, or the love of our
country ; that sublime virtue, so highly ce-
lebrated by the Greeks and Romeaas, which
gives clevation te the human soul, and has
produced so many great characters and gal-
Jant deeds. It is true, that a christian’s prin-
ciples make him a citizen of the world; by
Geclaring it to be his duty to wish well, and,
us he has opportunity, to do good to all men,
whatever be their religion, or country. And
it is also true, that patriotism, when it di-
vests 8 man of christian benevolence, and

)
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makes him indifferent to the welfare of the
stranger and the alien, ceases to be a virtue,
and becomes a surly, savage, and selfish thing.
What should we think of the clown, who
would refuse to take concern in human affairs,
except within the precincts of his own parish?
In the eye of the christian philosoph~.r, that
person is equally censurable, for his narrow
views, and want of humanity, who is inte-
rested for his own country only, or who, in
order to raise it, would pull others down.
Patriotism is partly a selfish, and partly a
generous principle. Whatever is selfish in it
christianity discountenances ; whatever is ge-
' nerous it recommends.

A partiality in favour of those who depend
on us, who are related to us by blood cr by
friendship, and who worship the same God
and Saviovr whom we worship, as it is na-
tural to man, is also suitable to the spirit of
the gospel. Our L.ord commanded his apos-
tles to make the first offers of salvation to
their countrymen the Jews: and he himself,
foreseeing the ruin of his country, addressed
Jerusalem in the most pathetick strains of
affection, and wept over it. “ If any provide
“ not for his awn,” says the apostle, * especi-
'“ally for those of his owan house, he hath
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« denied the faith, and is worse than an infi-
“ del” “ As we have opportunity,” says he,
in another place, “let us do good unto all
“ men, especially unto them that are of the
“ household of faith.”

Our Saviour graciously forbids excessive
anxiety * with regard to the events of life,
and the good things of this world: but his
religion, as well as that of Moses, is most
unfriendly to indolence ; and his apostles re-
commended industry, both by precept, and
by example. Nay, there is reason to think
that he himself had laboured with his own
hands in his reputed father’s profession: for-
otherwise his townsmen would not have called
him the carpenter. He prohibits revenge
and contention, but not self-defence ; and this
no lawgiver ever found it necessary to enjoin,
as the instincts of our nature, and the well-
being of society, render it indispensable.
And though, with respect to injury, the first

* Mattk. vi 25, 34. That phrase in our version,

take no thouglt, does not now give the meaning of
the Greek term. But, as an apology for the transla-

-tors, it may be observed, that, in the English of

their time, thought was sometimes used to express
great anxiety, or solicitude. Bacon, in his history
of Henry VII. speaks of a man who died witd
thought and anguish,
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disciples were commanded to be passive; as
we all are, to forbear, and to forgive: yet he
allowed them to speak in their own vindica-
tion, and even promised supernatural aid,
when they should be obliged to do so.

War cannot suit the genius of a religion,
whose end is peace: but what then? If wars
were to cease throughout the world, would
society be less comfortable than it is, or any
nation less flourishing? All mankind speak
of war as a calamity. But war, it will be
urged is unavoidable. Pirhars it may be so:
and when it is, that religion surely cannot
be said to forbid it, which permits self-de-
fence, and enjoins submission to government.
There is no opposition between the character
of a good christian and that of a valiant sol-
dier. Military merit is celebrated with high
encomiums in the Oid Testament. In the
New, soldiers are often spoken of with ho.
nour, and scveral devout ones are particularly
mentioned. Qur Lord praised the faith of
the centurion, whose servant Le healed; in-
timating that he was in the way of salvation.
When the centurion Cornelius was baptized
by Peter, he was neither blamed for having
followed that employment, nor desired to re-
linquish it. 'The udvice given by John the

P
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baptist to the soldiers was (not to throw a-
way their arms, and cultivate the arts of
peace, but) to be inoffensive in their beha-
viour, and content with their wages. And
when the Ephesians are desired “ to take
“ unto them the whole armour of God, the
“ breastplate of righteousness, the shield of
“ faith, the helmet of salvation, and the
“sword of the Spirit,” these, with many
other scriptural allusions of a like nature,
are honourable to the military profession. In
fact, there are few professions in life, that
mnay give scope to so many christian virtues,
In him who merits the character of a good
soldier, we expect to find modesly, modera-
tion, gentleness, patience, clemency, and
simple manners ; and they, who have been
much in the world, must have met with ma-
ny instances to warrant this expectation.
But friendship, the source of so many coms
forts, and without which life would soon be-
come 2 burden, is no where mentioned in the
New Testament as a cliristian virtue. This
has by some been thought an objection to the
moralily of the gospel, as well as a proof
of its unsuitableness to the general tenour of
lwman affairs, But Shaftesbury, who, I
think, was the first that started this cavil,




160 OBJECTIONS

might have been asked, from which of his
admired ancients he had learned, that friend-
ship is a virtue? Cicero, who wrote an ele-
gant book on the subject, would nct have
taught him so: for betweea friendship ard
virtue he distinguishes, when he says. in the
eonclusion of the book, that virtue is more
excellent than friendship, and that 1t is virtue
which makes friendship, and preserves it
Noris Aristotle positive on this head: though
he owns that friendship and virtue are con-
nected. And so indeed they are; as the one
may give occasion to the other; even as
partnership in trade may give rise to fidelity
and indestry, or fidelity and industry toa
bond of partnership. But though fidelity
and industry are virtues, partnership is not
a virtue; nor is any trader praised for having
partners, or blamed for not having them.
And to be without friends, when it is owing
tc no misconduct of ours, is a very great
misfortune indeed: but no rational being e-
ver thought of calling it a fault. All the vir-
tues connected with friendship, all the duties
that one friend owes another, are in scrip-
ture enjoined by precept, and set in the most
engaging light by example. Wherein, then, is
scripture deficient with respect to friendship?
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In this only, that it contains no such precept
as the following: “ And thou shalt make
“ choice of a certain person, or of certain per-
“ sons, because he is, or they are agreeable
“ to thee ; and thou shalt love him, or them,
ce morethan others ; and thou shalt, mereover,

“ make him or them love thee in like man-

“ner.” Would not this be charming legisla-
tion? Would it no: prove the lawgiver to be
profoundly skilled in the nature of man, and
of human affairs? Yet such, ir: the case be-
fore us, seems to have been the skill, and
such the penetration, of the author of Chka-
racteristicks.

In a word ; if temperance, piety and social
love ; if meekness, integrity and mercy; ifa
disposition to be quiet and mind our own bu-
siness; if to abstain from evil, and suppress
every injurious purpose, bc beneficial to man,
and tend both to private and to publick good:
it follows that our religion is, even for this
world, the best policy; and that the disor-
ders we see round us are owing, not to chris-
tianity, but to the prevalence of unchristian
practice, and antichristian principles. Sc
that to think of improving human affairs by
taking off the restraints of christian morali-
ty, is no less absurd, than to propose to im-

{
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prove commerce by a repeal of the laws that
proiibit forgery and theft.

VL But is not the world as wicked now,
a5 it was in the days of paganism?. And did
not ancient times produce as great men, as
any of those who have distinguished them-
selves in these latter ages> What mighty be-
aeft, then, in respect either of manners or
of policy, have mankind deiived from the
christian religion ?

hough the two former questions weére to

be answered in the aflirmative, it would not
weaken the evidence of the gospel. The first
preachers of it mever said, that the great
ends proposed by it would be accomplished
immediately, or even svon; or that every
one “who should name the nrame of Christ
*“ would depart frcm iniquity.” On the con-
trary, they spoke so often and so particular-
ly, of the corruption of latter ages, that we
cannot doubt of their having foreseen it. 1If
even of the twelve, who were chosen by our
Lord himself, “ one was a devil,” of what
other christian society could it be expected,
that all the members would “adorn the doc-
“trine of God our Saviour inall things?” As
long as we are in a state of trial, there must
" be evils, both physical and moral, to exercise
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our virtue ; as long as we are fallible, our
virtue must be tamted with 1mperfect10ns
and our knowledge with errour ; and, as long
as repentance and faith are chrlstlan dutles
man will be a sinful creature, and exposed
to various temptations, from the example
of the wicked, the corruption of his own
heart, and the sophistry of the unbeliever,
Every thing in our religion has a reference
o a future life. Of its importance, therefore,
to the virtue and happiness of mankiad, it is
not possible for us to be competent judges,
till hereafter our faith be lost in vision, our
trial at an end, and our miuds expanded so
as to take in the whole extent of this wonder-
ful dispensation, in all its tendencies and
consequences., |
Meanwhile, however, we know enough
both of christianity and of human nature, to
sce that mankind are in many respects im-
proved by the religion of Jesus. To state an
exact comparison between christian and pa-
gan manners, is indeed impossible. We are
not ignorant of the vices of our own times:
but who will pretend to compute the pruba-
ble amount of christian virtue:; wheveof it is
the character, rather to shrink from public
view, than display itself to the world? AndG
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of the crimes and virtues of the heathen we
know little but what is recorded in their his-
tories, or alluded to in their writings.

1. With respect to the matter now before
us, the first question ought to be stated thus:
Whether we have not reason to think, that
mankind are upon the whole wiser and hap-
pier than they would have been, if tke holy
scriptures had never existed? Let him who
is at a loss for an answer compare the theo-
logy, and the morality, of Christ and Moses,
with that of those nations, who never
had any opportunity of deriving knowledge
from those great sources of wisdom, the Old
and New Testament.

We must with shame and sorrow confess.
that many who are called christians area
disgrace to their religion ; nay, 1 am afraid,
that one might without breach of charity ad-
mit, that many of them are as desperately
wicked, as any barbarian or pagan that can

be named. But this cannot be imputed to a,

religion, which they neither obey, nor believe,
nor wish to understand; to a religion that de-
nounces “ tribulation and anguish upon every
“ soul of man who does evil,” and promises
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“ glory, honour, and peace, to every man

“that worketh good” Because the best
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things may be abused or despised by those
who are unworthy of them, does it follow,
that the best things are evil or insignificant ?
Or, if a man’s appetite were so depraved as
to feed on nothing but noxious weeds, would
that be any objection to the usefulness of
corn, or of agriculture.

Of those who worship the living and true
God. is not the condition preferable to that
of him who trembleés before the shrine of de-
vils, and idols, of stocks, stones, and vegeta-
bles, of brutes, monsters, and vermin? In
this respect, is not the superiority of the
christian over the pagan almost, if not alto-
gether, as great, as that of a man over »
beast > And let it never be forgotten, that if
it had not been for Jesus Christ and Moses,

: and the divine goodness manifested in them,

Mcaec i aAEEEE el s aihid

the whole world would at this day have been
barbarous, or pagan, or both, and likely to
continue so, as long as there were men upon
earth. .

In this argument it is not necessary to ad-
vert to the condition of savages, cannibals,
and the worst sort of barbarians. He who

~ can look upon such misery without compas-
- sion and horrour, or without a due sense of
- the blessings derived from christianity and
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civilized manners, must be equally destitute
of humanity and of reason. But may not the
wisdom and virtue of the ancient Greeks aad
Romans, in their most civilized state, bear a
.comparison with the manners and literature
of the christian world ?

In some respects they may, in others they
cannot. For example, it will not be pretend-
ed, that, in any christiapn country, a fatler
- may either adopt his newborn infant (if I
may use the expression), or abaandon it to fa-
mine and beasts of prey ; that the massacre
of slaves is part of a funeral solemnity in heo-
nour of great raen deceased ; that horrid ob-
scenities form any part of religious worship;
that the most unnatural c¢rimes are not only
practised without shame, but celecbrated by
poets, and coolly mentioned as customary
things, even by the greatest writers ; that, to
gratify an ambitious profligate, inoffensive

nations are invaded, enslaved, or extermi-
nated ; that, for the amusement of a few -

young soldiers, two or three thousand poor
unarmed and innocent men may be murdered
in one night, with the connivance, nay, and
by the authority, of the law ; that the most
worthless tyrants are flattered with divine
honours when alive, and worshipped as gods

oy,

- |
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awhen dead ; that prisoners of war are enslav-
ed, or impaled, or crucified, for having
fought in defence of their country, ard in o-
bedience to their lawful rulers ; that captive
kings and nations are publicly insulted by
their conquerors, in those barbarous solemni-
ties which of old were called triumphs ; that
men are trained up for the purpose of cutting
one ancther to pieces, by thousands and ten
thousands in a month,* for the diversion of
the publick : that, as the father of gods and
men, a king of Crete is worshipped, whom
even his worshippers believe to have been
guilty of innumerable crimes of the most in-
famous nature; while, amongthe other cb-
jects of divine worship are to ‘be reckoned
thieves, drunkards, harlots, ruffians; to say
nothing of those underling idols, whose fune-
tions and attributes it is not decent even to
name. They, who are ever so little acquaint-
ed with ancient Greece and Rome, know
that I allude, not to the depravities of indi-

* Lipsius affirms (Stat b. i. c. 12), that the gla-
diatorial shows sometimes cost Europe twenty or
thirty thousand lives in a month; and that not only
the men, but even the women, of all ranks, were
passionately fond of these shows, See bishop Por-
teus, sermon Xiii,

M
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viduals only, but to the avowed opinions and
fashionable practice, of those celebrated na-
tions. Surely, modern manners, censurable
as we confegs them to be in so many respects,
arc regulated in the christian world, by prin-
ciples very different. And were they in all
respects regulated, as they ought to Le, by
the pure principles of the gospel, we need
not hesitate to affirm, that the virtue of
christians would as far transcend that of the
(ireeks and Romans, as the arts and litera-
ture of England surpass those of New Zea-
land, or the land cf Holtentots.

T'his affirmation is warranted by what we
sec of the iniluence of the gospel ameong
those who believe and obey it; whose num-
bers, though far short of what they ought
to be, are by no means inconsiderable. And
it is still further warranted by what we know
of the first christians; to whom the gospel was
preached in its primitive simplicity ; who be-

lieved it with full assurance of faith; and
whose manners were accordingly pure and
perfect to a deorx ee, which, as an elegant au-
thor observes, it is almost as dxfﬁgult for u

1o conceive as {o imitate.

And is it not infinitely to the honour of our
religion, that the more firmly it is belicved,
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and the less it is corrupted by human inven-
tior, the more powerful it is in improving and
purifying the human soul® Does not this
show it to be something superior to all hu-
man contrivance? Does not this prove, how
wisely it is adapted to its end, namely, to
the purpose of renewing our nature, and
raising it again to that t felicity which was for-
feited by the fall? Is this either the end, or
the tendency, of any other religion, or of
any other system of opiniens, that ever ap-
peared in the world ? ~

When, a few centuries after the apostolick
age, partly by the craft of man, and partly
by circumstances peculiar to times of igno-
rance and trouble, this religion came to be
almost effaced by superstition, it then lost its
sanctifying influence ; and furious passions,
unjustifiable wars, and horrid massacres,
disgraced Europe Was this owing to chrls—
txamty. No; it was owing to the want of it.
But the revival of learning hastened forward
the reformation, as the reformation promoted
the advancement of learning; the scripture
was studied, and christianity was again un-
derstood. And though its influence is still
unhappily counteracted by various causes;
by the malignity of the infidel, by the blind

M2
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zeal of the enthusiast, by the errours of hu-
man policy, and by the !amentable depravity
of the human heart; yet bas it diifused
through the most enlightened nztions a ge-
nerosity and gentleness of manpers unknown
to paganism; and, in particular, co-operated
with some other causes in transforming war,
that necessary evil, into a system of hostili-
ty, which compared with the ranccur and
ravage of former wars, may almost be called,
in the language of Milton, “a civil game.”
When modern infidels ebject to oar reli-
gion, that it has been the cause of massacre
and persecution, it is enough for the believer,
after stating the fact just now mentioned, to
refer them to the New Testament; and de-
sire them, if they car, to produce fiom it a
szingle passage, that gives countenance to per-
secution or massacre. If thev can find none;
if, on the contrary, it be found, that our Sa-
viour and Lie apostles invariably recommend,
and by the most awful sanctions enjoin,
compasgion, justice, forbearance, forgiveness,
meekness, mercy, and charity, declaring,
that without these virtues men are not chris-
tians, be their professions what they will;
surely candour ought to incline the adversary
2 impute the evils complained of, not to our
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religion, but to the depravity or folly of those
wretched men, whe have corrupted or dis-
guised it by unwarrantable additions and
misrcpresentations: or who, knowing the
power of religion over the human heart,
have made use of its venerable name for the
more effectual accomplishment of their own
ambitious, sensual, or sanguinary purposes.*
Is the physician's prescription to be blamed
because they who administered, or who swal-
lowed the draught, have thought proper to
mix it with noxious ingredients of their own
contrivance? Or, while our senses bear testi-
mony to its purity, is the fountain te be un-
dervalued, because men have been so unwise,
ot so wicked, as to pollute the stream? As
long as we have the means of knowing tle
genuine doctrine of the gospel,-that is, as
long as the New Testament remains, it is
not less repugnant to every idea of justice or
candour to impute to christianity the evil
deeds of those who profess it, than it would
be to upbraid a pious and prudent father with
the disobedience of a profligate son, or to ar-
raign 2 good sovereign for the crimes of a
rebellious subject.

* See Bishop Portens, scrmon xii.
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2. What the second objection states, con-
cerning the great men of pagan antiquity, I
am not solicitous to controvert. The abilities
displayed by some of those commanders, ora-
tors, historians, poets, statuaries, and archi-
tects, were, I confess, very great; and, per-
haps, have not been excelled or equalled
since the:r time. But this affecis not the pre-
sent argument. A christian may be a great
man. and his religion will in many cases help
to make him truly so: but Christ and his
apostles taught, and suffered, and died, not
to make men renowned in this world, but to
reise them to glory, Lonour, and immortali-
ty, in that which is to come. Thie persons,
on whom he pronounced benediction, were,
rot the learned. the ingenious, or the migh-
tv, but the poor in spirit, the pure in heart,
the meex, the mercitul, the penitent, and
the lovers of rizhteousness and peace. To
the heathen moralist and his disciple, whose
views did not reach beyond the present life,
it might Le a very interesting matier to
know by what means a man may so distin-
guish himself as to be admired by his fellow
citizens: but to the christian, whese supreme
concern it is to please God, and whose views
extend forward to eternity, this is but a tri-
vigl ratgideration,
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VII. By some well meaning but weak
minds, and by some of a different character,
who were vain of their philosophy, the appa-
rent insignificance of the human race may
have been thought to lessen the credibility
ef the christian religion, Compared to the
extent of our solar system, the earth is but
. a point; and the solar system itself, compared
to the universe, may be little more. How .
then, say they, is it possible to imagine, that
such creatures as we are can be of so great
importance, as that the Deity should send
his Son accompanied with so many displays
of divine power, into this little world, to
instruct us by his doctrine and example,

~ and die on a cross to accomplish our salva-

tion ?

This is indeed an astonishing proof of the
co~dness of the great Creator, and of the
condescension of that glorious Person, who,
for our sake, willingly submitted to such de-
basement. But the infinite goodness and
power of Giod, though surpassing all com-
prehension, cannot exceed the belief of those
who know, that he, in order to comimunicate
felicity, created this boundless universe, with
all the varietics of beings it contains ; whom
Le continually supports and governs, and
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with every individual of whom he is conti-
aually present. The obje.. may be too vast
for any intelligence that is short of infiaite:
but to him who sees all things, and can do
all things, who had no beginning, and can
have no end, ail this must be easy: incom-
parably easier indeed, than it is for a father
to take care of his child, or fcr a generous
friend to relieve his indigent neighbour.
God’s dispensations with respect to man inay
reasonably enough overwaelm us with grati-
tude and adoration, and with a most huinili-
ating sense of our own unworthiness; but
let us take care that they do not raise within
us an evil spirit of unbelief: which they will
not do, unless we have the inexcusable te-
merity to judge c¢f Lim by our=eives; and to
infer, because our goodness is nothing, that
his cannot be perfect; and, because we are
ignorant and weak, that he cannot be ornis.
cient and almighty. Far less absurd would
it be, for the unlettered peasant to deny the
possibility of calculating eclipses: for the
blind to believe, that because they cannot see,
there is none else who can; and for the poor
to conclude, becanse they cannot relieve
themselves, that it is not iz the power of ge-
nerosity to relieve them.
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Great extent is a thing so striking to our
imagination, that sometimes, in the moment
of forgetfalness, we are apt to think nothing
can be important but what is of vast corpe-
real magnitude. And yet, even to cur appre-
hension, when we are willing to be rationai,
how much more sublime and more interesting
an ovject is a mind like that of Newton, than
the unwieldly force and brutal stupidity of
such a momuster as the poets describe Polyphe-
mus?® Who, that hsd it in his power, would
scruple to destroy a whale, in order to pre-
serve a child? Nay, when compared with the
happiness of cne immortal riind, the greatest
imaginabie accumulation of inanimate sub-
~tance must zppear an insigrificant thing.
*“ If we consider,” says Bentley, * the dignity
** of an intelligent being. and put that in the
- scale agairst brute and inanimate matter,
* we may aflirm, without overvaluing human
- nature, that the soul of one virtuous man
“ is of greater worth and excellency, than the
* sun and his planets, and all the stars in tl.e
“world.” Let us not then make bulk the
standard of value: or judge of the importance
of man from the weight of Lis body. or from
the size or situation of the planet that is now

his place of ubode.
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Qur Saviour, as if to ohviate objections of
this nature, expresses most emphatically the
superiatendingz care of providence, when he
teaches, that it is God who adorns the grass
of the field, that without him a snarrow falis
not on the ground, and that even the hairs
of our head are numbered. Yet this is no ex-
aggeration : but must, if God is omniscient
and almighty. be literally trae. By a stupen-
dous exuberance of animal. vegetable, and

ineral production, and by an apparatus still
more stupendous (if that were possible) for
the distribution of light and heat, he supplies
the means of life and comfort to the short-
lived inhabitants of this globe. Can it then
appear incredible ; nay, does not this consi-
deration render it in the highest dezree pro-
bahle, that he has als¢ prepared the means of
eternal happiness for beings, whom he has
formed for eternal duration, whom he has en-
dowed with faculties so noble as these of the
human soul, and for whose accommodation
chieily, during their present state of trial, he
has provided all the magnificence of this
sublunary world?

As far as our knowledge of natui 2 extends,
there is a wonderful subserviency of one
thing to another. By means of comels, or of

C semgywemas -
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attraction at least, it is possible, nay it is
perhaps proYable, that our solar system may
be conne:ied with other systems. Our pri-
mary and secondary planets, ail dependent
on the great ceatiral orb, reciprocally tiuns-
mit their influcnces; whereby our atmosphere
is variously affected, and prepareu for yield-
ing nourishment to the innumerable iribes
of animal and vegctable nature that surroand
us ; and from man to the most diminutive in-
sect, and from the cak and cedar to the
smzllest organized body the microscope can
discover, every individual being is nct only
complete in itself, consisting of parts mutu-
«lly adapted, and operating to their respec-
tive ends, but is also subservient to the ne-
cessities of we know not how many other
animal and vegetable species. In unseen
worlds is it not probable that similar analo-
oies may take place ?

In this our first period of existence, our
cye cannot penetrate beyond the present
scene, and the human race appears one great
and separate community: but with other
worlds, and other communities, we probably
may, and every argument for the truth of '
our religion gives us reason to think that we
shall, be connected hereafter. And if by our
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behaviour we may, even while here, as our
Lord positively affirms, heighten in some de-
gree the felicity of angels, our salvation may
hereafter be a matter of importance, not to
us only, but to many other orders of immor-
tal beings. They, it is true, will not suffer for
our guilt, nor be rewarded for our obedi-
ence. But it is not absurd to imagine, that
our fall and recovery may be usaful to them
as an example; and that the divine grace ma-
nifested in our redemption may raise their
adoration and gratitude into higher raptures,
and quicken their ardour to inquire, with
ever new deliglt, into the dispensations of
_infinite wisdom. This is not mere conjecture.
It derives plausibility {rom many analogies
in nature; as well as from holy writ, which
represents the mystery of our redemption as
an object of curiosity to superiour beings,and
our repentance as an occasion of their joy.
That mankind should, in every pzit of
| their duration, remain a separale coninuni-
+ tv, and unconnected with all the rest of the
' universe, would bLe a very extravagant conceit.
" Yet, even on this supposition, they would not
lose their importance: and the religion of
- our Saviour, considered as the means of
eternal happiness to millicns of the human
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race, will appear a work of such benignity,
as could only proceed from the best of be-
ings, and of such magnitude, as to be worthy
of the greatest.

It is 2 strange perversion of science, when
men contract their views in the same propor-
tion, in which their knowledge of nature is
extended. Yet this must be the case of those,
who think it easier to divine power to make
and preserve one world, than to create and
govern ten thousand werlds. If we judge of
the divine power, from what we know of
our own, both are impossible. And to divine
power, supposed to be infinitely superiour to
ours both are not only possible, but easy,
and equally so. The time was, when this
globe was believed to be the universe ; and
the sun, moon, and stars, to have been
framed for no other purpose, but to enlight-
en and adorn this our habitation. If he
who entertains this opinion find no difficulty
in conceiving it possible for the Deity to su-
perintend terrestial things, and to prepare
the means of happiness, both here and here-
after, for man, to whose dominion they are
all subjected ; why should it be more difficult
for the enlightened astronomer to conceive,
that the Creator of all worlds is equally
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powerful to preserve, and equaily attsative
to provide for, the innumerable warks of his
hand! Every new discovery in :he visible
universe ought to give elevation, anc 2 new
impulse, to the pious affections: and the fur-
tier we sec that the works of God extend,
the more ict Gs be overwhelined wiih devout
astoaishment, in ike contempiation of his in-
finite, eternal; and unive,~al Leing.
Paradoxical writers have flatiered them-
seives, that infidelily would gain ground as
philosophy advances. So sanguire, as I have
been informed, was a latc projector in this
way, that he would sometimes give it as Lis
opinion, that christiamity could not cutlast
the present century. I wish he had lived to
see his mistake. By sophisiry the faith of
individuzis may be unsettled; ‘{n* that of na-
tions is not so easily shaLe*l‘; and sophistry
never prevails long in opposiiion to common
sense. From true philosophy, and a right
use of reason, our religion has nothing to
apprehend. The more carefully and candid-
ly it is studied, the more conspicuous will its
truth and beauty appear. Wherever it and
human nature are understood, they are found
so admirably suited to each other, that the
believer needs not fear, and it is vain for the

£
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adversary to wish, their final separation.
God has joined them, and it is not in man's
power to put them asunder. This hope, from
considering the eharacter of man and tkte
genius of the gospel, we skould have had
reasen to rejoice in, even though the highest
authority Iad not assured us, that against the
church of Christ not even the gates cf hell
shall prevail

The stomach must be 1epraved, that trans-
forms aliment into poison ; and the eye can-
not be sound, which daylight dazzles into
blindness. Nor less unsound, or less depraved,
1s that understanding, which perveits science
into unbelief, and becomes ignorant of God
in proportion as the world is enlightened
with the knowledge of his works. Minute
cavillers may grow more sceptical, the great-

er dexterity they acquire in misrepresenting .

facts, and misapplying language. But I know
not whether a single instance can be menti-

oned of a truly philosophick mind who both

understood christianity, and disbelieved it.

THLC END,

J
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ten by those wlko were present at
their sufferings—Being. together
with the Holv chnptures of the
New Testament. a complete collec-
tion ¢f the niost primitive antiquity
for about one hundred and fifty vears
after Christ. Translated by Wlll;am

Lord Archbishop of Canterbury. 2 00
Doddridge’s Expositor of the New Tes-

tament, 7 vols. 1+ 00
Christian Institutes. 1 00
A Companion for the Aliar. P
Knox and Johnson on ti:e Lord’s Sup-

per. 1 00
Christian Sacrifice. 50
History cf the Bible, 2 vols. 5 00
Study of tlie Bible. 100
Festivals 2nd Fasts, 1 25



The Poor Man: Helo. and Young
Mans Gauide, contaimng dectrinal
instructions for the right informing
of their judoments——l’ﬂctic.nl direc-
tions for the general coursze of their
hve:——Parn(-ular advice for the well

managing of every day. 621
Scept.(,s Manual. or CLyiztianity Ve-

rified. VRES
Rise and Progress of Relizion in tie

Sou:l. 1 90
Aberecrombie on the Catecnism. 1 50
New Manual of Piivate Devotions. 1 50

Sacra Privata. or the Private Medita-

tivns and Prayers of Bishop Wilson. B
Buachanan's  Christian Re~ecarches 1

Asia. 1 25
Nesw Whole Duty of Man. 2 30
Mrs. West's Letiers to a Youne Lady

on the Duties and Chiaracter of Wo-

men. 2 50
Bibles, Prayer Books, and Testaments. oi

various editions aud prices—and a gentrat

assortment of School Books.
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